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LIST OF PAPERS.

 

AFRICA. C'onsular—(Bz'ght of Benin.)

1. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon . .

2o ’5 F,

3. ” 3,

4- ,1 n

5 ’7
M

6' 5’ 5,

7 ’1 n

8. ,, ,,

9‘ ” ’2

10- s, u

11- J, ”

12, The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell

13. n u

14. ,, as

Date.
1 854

Mar. 27

May 4

May 4

May 4

May 4

May 30

June 1

.. June 2

15. Consul Campbeli to the Earl of Clarendon . .

16- u ”

17' .” 2)

1 8. u n

19. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell

20. ,5 .1 n

21. Consul Campbe‘li to the Earl of Clarendon
22. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell

23. 0,, u

24. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon

25. ,, ”
26. u ”

27. ,, ”

.-

nq

 
June 1

. June 11

June 14
Aug. 23

Sept. 21

Sept. 21

Aug. 1

Aug. 11

Aug. 12

Aug. 14

Nov. 22

Nov. 23

Nov. 1
Dec. 14

Dec. 21

Oct. 1

Nov. 24
Dec. 1

Dec. 1 

Receipt.
1 854

May 4

Aug. 4

Aug. 4

Aug. 4

Aug. 4

5‘
3Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

$
$
$
$
-

Aug.

ll

Nov. 17

Nov. 17

Nov. 17

Nov. 17

Dec. 14

léks
Feb. 5

Feb. 5
Feb. 5

Feb. 5 

SUBJECT. Page

Slave-dealers likely to increase

their operations. “ Velez” and

“ Fulmine” supposed to have

got away with slaves . . . .

Respecting Iiberat/ed Africans
from Brazil . . . . . .

Letter to King of Dahomey re-

specting embarkation of slaves
at Whydah . . . . . .

Will take steps respecting Egbas
captured by Kosoko’s people. .

Negotiations for peace between”

Kosoko and Lagos Chiefs

obstructed by Mr. Gollmer . .

4 Embarkation'of more than 1,000

slaves from Whydah beach . .
Agreement between King Do-
cemo and the merchants re-
specting duties . . . .

Arrival of emancipated Africans
from Havana. . . . . .

Respecting Mayoorthe Chief of'
Badagry . . . . . .

Hopes for peaceable settlement
of disputes at Badagry

Movements of the squadron . .
Approving intended measures
respecting captured Egbas .

Disapproval of proceedings re-
specting Badagry . . . .

Respecting the King of Porto
Novo . . . . . . . .

Agreement concluded between
United States’ Commodore and,
King of Lagos . . . .

Mayoo expelled from Badagry.
Mr. Gollmer’s proceedings . .

Slaves shipped from Whydah,
Aghwey, and Great Popoe . .

Recommends reception of Afri-
can youths for instruction . .

Approving assistance afi'orded to
Commodore Mayo . . . .

Respecting proceedings at Ba-
dagry . . . . . . .

Respecting King of Porto Nova
African youths to be received in
H.M.’s steamers for instruction

Sending copies of letters from
and to the King of Dahomey .

Inclusing Treaty with Kosoko of
September 28, 1854 . . . .

Proceedings at Epé . . .
No further shipment of slaves
in Bight of Benin . .

Egbas captured by Kosoko’s
people nearly all redeemed.
Death of Senhor Lima . .

g;
c
m
u
v
m

11

11

12

14

16

17

18

18
18

’19

20

22
23

26

27



uiv LIST OF PAPERS.

No. Date.
1854

28. Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon . . Dec. 2

29. ,, ,, . . Dec. 5

30. ,, ,, I . . Dec. 5

31. ,, ,, . . Dec. 6

32. ,. ,. .. Dec. 7
33. ,. ,, . . Dec. 12

84. j, ,, n . Dec. 19

35. ,, ,, . Dec. 20

36a- ,9 n . Dec. 21

37- _ n i u u - Dec. 22

. 1855

38. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell . . Feb. 20

39. ;. v .. Feb.2o

40- y, u . Feb. 21

41. _ ,I, V ,. . Feb. 21

42. V I ,3 V V a, . . Feb. 21

43. ., . . 1 ,, . Feb. 21

44- n ,, . Feb. 23

45. C(msul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon . . Feb. 3

46. ,, fl ‘ .. Feb.l2

47. ,, , ,, . Feb. 15 

Receipt.
1 855

Feb. 5
Feb. 5

Feb. 5

Feb. 5

Feb. 5
Feb. 5

Feb. 13

Feb. 13

Feb. 13

Feb; 13

Mar. 29

Mar. 29

Mar. 29  

SUBJECT. Page

V1s1t to Kosoko at Palma
Respecting pzoposed conclusion
of T1eaties with Chiefs of
Adu, Okzeadon, and Agido . .

Auival oi Senhors Marco and
Jambo, 01d slave-dealers . .

Reasons for interference at
Badagry .

Respecting; exports fromBahia.
Murder of two women committed
by Chief 010111obong..

Information sent to H.M.s Coti-
sui at Bahia respecting slave-
vessels . . . .

Massacre of prisoners captured
during Kosoko" 5 attack on
Lagos111 August 1853

Return 211111 favou1aole reception
of Marco, Jambo, andMachado,
01d slavc1-traders

Further explanation respecting
Badag1y .

Authorizing him to conclude
T1e11t1es with African Chiefs.

Approving steps taken as to
murder committed by Chief
Olomobpng

Approving letter to Consul
Morgan

To remonstrate against massacre
of prisoners .

To demar1d expulsion of foreign
slave-deaiel's . . .

Admittin r explanations respect-
ing affalrs of Badagry

Assentingr to Treaty with Ko-
soko ofSeptember 28,1854.

Arrival of M.Lamaigné1'e and
other s1ave-traders, and. their
departu1‘e . .

Conspirat1y ac Lagos.I11tended
assassination of Mr. Campbell

King of Dahomey about to attack
Abbeok‘uta, . . .

AFRICA. (Consular)—Bigkt of Biafm.

1854
43. Consul Beecroft to the Earl of Clarendon . Feb. 20

49. i u g. o Fab. 25

50. ,, ,, .. Mar.10

51. The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Beecroft . . June 29

52. ,, ,, . June 30

53. Acting Consul Lynslagerto the Earl of 0111- Aug. 7
rendon

54. 1 ,, ,, .. Aug. 7

55. ,, ,,, Aug. 7

56. ,, ,, .. Aug. 7

57. The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul Oct. 23
Lynslager

58- n ,o n . Dec. 14

59. Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Nov. 28
Clarendon  

1854
June 5

June 5

June 5

Oct. , 6

Oct. 6

Oct. 6

Oct. 6

’1é55
Feb. 5  

Journal of p‘l'oceedings in the
difi'erent rivers of the Eight.
Has detained presents for New
Calaba11'

Respecting presents due to
Pepple and Ammacree .

Additional Article to Treaty
With Bpnny of November 1848

Approving proceedings in the
rivers.

To report. what p1esents ought
to be sent to King Pepple

Respecting schooner “ Oregon,”
alias “ .Me/rcedita," abandoned
in Bonny river

Acknowledging despatch to Mr.
Beecroft of June 29.

Acknowledging despatch to M1'.
Beecroft of June 30

Asks instructions as to King
Peppie . . . .

Instructions respecting King
I’epple

Respectintr a1rears of presents
due to King Pepple . . ..

Acknowledges despatch of Octo-
her 23 respecting King Pepple

27

28

28

29
30

32

33

35

37

41

43

43

43

44

44

44

45

46

50

52

54

66

66

67

67

67

69

69

69

71

71

72



No.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64

65.
66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

LIST OF PAPERS;

   
 

'v

Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page

1854 1855

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of 019,- Degsao Feb. 13 King Pcpple sent to Ascension. 72

r ndon
1 5

The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul Feb. 21 Approving proceedings respect- V

Lynslager
ing King Ifepple . . . . 75

Acting Consul Lynslager to the Earl of 013— Feb. 10 Mar. 29 Acknowledgmg despahch of

rendon
December 14, respectmg pre-

sents due to King Pepple 75

____________————-—

AFRICA. (Oonsular)-—Sherbro River.

“1854 1854

Consul Hanson to the Earl of Clarendon . . Sept. 2 Oct. 6 Explaining his proceedings in

capturing slave canoes . 76

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hanson . . Oct. 23 . . Approving capture of 89 slaves. 77
1855

Consul Hanson to the Earl of Clarendon .. Dec. 31 Feb. 13 Annual Slave Trade Report .. 77

,, ,, . Dec. 31 Feb. 13 Acknowledges despatch of 0c-

tober 23 .. .. .. 78

_________.__————

AUSTRIA.

1854 1854

Count Colloredo to the Earl of Clarendon . . Oct. 16 Oct. 17 Complains of detention of Aus-

trian vessel “ Raj" by H.M.S.

“ Arab" . . . . . . 79

The Earl of Clarendon to Count Colloredo . . Oct. 20 Acknowledging note respecting

the “Raj” .. .. .. 80

The Earl of Clarendon to the Earl of West- Oct. 24 Respecting conveyance of Geor-

morland
gian and Circassian slaves in

Austrian steamers . . . . 80

The Earl of Westmorland to the Earl of C1a- Oct. 31 Nov. 6 Conversation with Count Buol

rendon
as to conveyance of slaves in

Austrian steamers . . 81

The Earl of Clarendon to the Earl of West- Nov. 10 Furtheras to conveyance ofslaves

morland
in Austrian steamers. . . . 81

The Earl of Westmorland to the Earl of C1a- Nov. 22 Nov. 27 Count Buol will write to Inter-

rendon
' nuncio respecting conveyance

' of slaves by Austrian steamers ‘ 81

The Earl of Clarendon to the Earl of West- Dec. 1 . Despatch from Lord Stratford

morland
respecting conveyance of slaves

1855 1855 by Austrian steamers .. 82

The Earl of Clarendon to Count Colloredo . . Jan. 31 . Answer respecting detention of

the “Raj" .. . . . . 82

Count Colloredo to the Earl‘of Clarendon Feb. 2 Feb. 2 Acknowledging note respecting
the“Raj” .. .. .. 84:

BRAZIL.

1854 1854

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon .. vMar. 8 Apr. 15 The late John Craven’s three

. slaves declared free . . . . 85

g, ,, .. Mar.13 Apr. 17 Respecting liberation of eman-

cipados . . . . _. . 86

n as . . Mar. 15 Apr. 17 Has communicated to Senhor

de Abreo Lord Clarendon’s
despatch of January 23 . . 89

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard . . Apr. 19 To express satisfaction at libera-

,
tion of Craven’s slaves 89

,, ,, .. Apr. 27 . .. Approving note urging liberation
of emancipados . . . . 90

,, ,, . . Apr. 27 Approving communication of

V
despatch of January 23 .. 90

Mr. Howardto the Earl of Clarendon Apr. 10 May 13 Note to Senhor de Abreo on

. exportation of slaves from
Bahia coastwise .. .. 90

n 1 ,, .. Apr. 10 May 13 Has executed instructions about

‘ vessels clearing out from
Bahia. . . . . . . . 91

u ,, .. Apr. 12 May 13 Answer of Brazilian Government
respecting coastwise Traffic in
Slaves . . . . 91   



-vi'. LIST OF PAPERS.

No.

85. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

86, u n

87. n ’2

88. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

89. n n

90. g, n

91- ,3 9’

92- n P,

93. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

94. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

95. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

96- n 35

97. n ‘ n

93. ,, ' ,.

99. n u

100. ,, u

101. ,, a

102- ,3 n

103. a: n

104.
105. M. de M;cedo to the Earl 01',Clarendon

106. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

107. g, i,

108. ,, , n

109. ,, ,,

110. ,9 y,

111.‘ ,, V n

112. The Earl of Clarendon to M. de Macedo

113. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

114. M. de Macedo to the Earl of Clarendon

115. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

..

..

Date.
1854

Apr. 12'

Apr. 13

Apr. 13

May 20

May 20

. . May 20

May 20

June 8

Apr. 28

. June 13

May 1

May 8

May 11

. May 1]

. May 11

. May 11

May 11

'May 11

May 11

May 15-
June 27

June 29

. June 30

 . July

July

. July

July

July

. July

Juiy

G
)

$
4

0
0

'

8

7

May 29

Receipt.
1854

May 13

May 13

May 13

on

June 8

June 15

June 15

June 15

June 15

June 15

June 15

June 15

June 15

June 15

June 15
June 28

July 8

July 15  

SUBJECT. Page

The 11be1ated African Femando
goes to the Cape in H.M.S.
“Juno’ . ..

Respecting the Portuguese
slavers “ Guerra" and “ Tra-
j”ano ..
Protection afforded to liberated
African John. .

To report on conditionof coolies
111 Brazil . .

Approval 1especting Femanéio.
To send negroes in future to
Demerara 01' Trinidad

To thank Brazilian Government
for information respecting
“ Guerra" and “ Trajano".

Approval respecting liberated
African John..

Sending copies of Spanish Royal
Dec1ees of March 22,1854,
respecting slavery'in Cuba . .

Suspicion of projected landing
of slaves in Rio Grande

To thank Brazilian Govern-
ment for measures taken to
p1event landing of slaves at
Tramandahy. . .

Correspondence with Brazilian
Government respecting two
Bozal Africans . . . .

Part of Emperor’3 speech re-
lating to Slave T1ade . .

Has communicated Portuguese
Portaria respecting expulsion
of F. A. Flores from Loanda.

Has expressed satisfaction re-
specting clearance of vessels
from Bahia .. .. ..

Has thanked Brazilian Govern-
ment for information as to
schemes of slave~dealers at
Luanda . . . .

Has expressedsatisfaction at mea-
sures taken as to Slave-Trade..

Correspondence as to expected
landing of Africans in Rio
G1ande . . . .

Case of African negress ofi'ered
f01 sale .
Attempt to reduce a free negro
child to slavery . . . .

Respecting the emancipados . .
Complains of expressions used
in debate respecting Brazil
Slave Trade Act of 1845

Appioving note respecting Ja-
cintho Derizanz

A_pproving proceedings respect-
ing slavei- expected in Rio
Grande . .

Approving proceedings respect-
ing African negress . . 1 .

Approving proceedings respect-
ing free negro child.

Appwving note as to emanci-
pados.. . . .

To express satisfaction at con-
duct of Brazilian Consul at
Bremen . .

Answer to his note of June 27,
respecting debate in House of
Commons . . . .

Sending correspondence with
M. de Macedo . . . .

Further respecting debate in
House of Commons . .

Extracts from reports of Bra-
zilian Ministers respecting
Slave Trade .. .

92

93

95

95

96

96

96

96

97

77

100

100

10]

101

102

102

103

104
105

108

111

111

112

112

112

112

113

114

114

117  



No.

116. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

117.

118.

119.

120.

:9

fl

’7

3)

’3

121. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

122.
123.

124.

S)

i)

35 l,

125. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

126. H 2,

127. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

128. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

129.

130.

”

n

D)

”

131. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

132. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

133.

134.

135.

136.

137.

138.

139.

140. .

141.

142.

143.
144.

145.

146.

147.

148.

’,

)1

,3

M

,5

,2

fl

’3

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

)3

,3

J!

,i

3’

’fl

,1

Mr.7Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

LIST OF PAPERS.

Date. Receipt.
1854 1854

May 29 July 15

June 10 July 15

. June 11 July 15

June 12 July 15

June 13 July 15

. July 22 ..

.. July 24 ..
. . July 25 . .

July 27 . .

 

July 2 Aug. 7

. July 5 Aug. 7

Aug. 11 . .

July 10 Aug. 13

July 12 Aug. 13

July 14 Aug. 13

Sept. 5 ..

Aug. 10 Sept. 12

Aug. 10 Sept. 12

Aug. 10 Sept. 12

Aug. 10 Sept. 12

Aug. 10 Sept. 12

Aug. 10 Sept. 12

Aug. 12 Sept. 12

Aug. 12 Sept. 12

Aug. 12 Sept. 12

Aug. 14 Sept. 12

Oct. 1

Oct. 1 . .
Oct. 2 . .

Oct. 3 . .

Oct. 4 , . .

Oct. 5 . .

Aug. 18 Oct. 1]  

vii

SUBJECT. Page

Extract from Senhor de Abreo’s

Report as to emancipados . .
Correspondence as to proceed-
ings of Jacintho Derizanz
Law of June 5th for more ef-

fectual suppression of Slave
Trade. . . . . . . .

Observations in Brazilian Se-
nate as to British Act of 1845. .

Return of “ Sharpshooter” from
the south without having
heard of any slavers . . . .

Approving proceeding respecting
Jacintho Derizanz . .

Satisfaction at Law of June 5 . .

Approving language held to
Brazilian Minister as to debate
in Senate . . . . . .

Sending copy of M. de Macedo’s
letter of July 7 . . . .

The creole Leocadia declared
free . . . . . . . .

Has made communication re-
specting liberation of J. Cra-
ven’s slaves . . . . . .

Approving proceedings as to
Leocadia . . .

Has communicated thanks re-
garding “ Guerra." and “Tra-
jmw”. . . . . . . . .
Respecting treatment of c010 -
nists . . . . . . .

Abstract of speeches in Brazilian
Chamber as to Act of 1845 . .

To assist freed negroes in get-
ting passages to Africa . .

Correspondence relative to free
African J01m. . . . . .

Correspondence respecting ' Hi-
lario, detained in the House of
Correction . . . . . .

Correspondence as to emancipa-
tion of freed Africans . .

Has communicated thanks re-
spected apprehended landing
of slaves at Tramandahy . .

Has made communication re-
specting Brazilian Consul at
Bremen . . . . .

As to observations of M. de
Macedo in his letter of June
27 .. .. .. ..

Project of law as to conveyance
of slaves coastwise . . . .

Project of law providing for aged
and infirm slaves . ~. . .

Correspondence respecting Afri-
cans being advertised for
sale . . . . . . . .

Note from Senhor de Abreo on
alleged landing of slaves in
Rio Grande . . . . . .

Case of free negro John; ap-
proval. . . .

Emancipado Hilario ; approval .
Approving letters respecting
emancipados . . . . . .

To point out unfounded state-
ments in M. de Macedo’sletter
ofJune27 .. .. ..

Satisfaction at proposed law
respecting coasting trade in
slaves, and improvement of
condition of worn—out slaves. .

Approving notes respecting Af-
ricans advertised for sale

Note from Brazilian Minister
as to liberated Africans em—
played in public service . .

121

122

125

129

131

131
132

132

132

133

135

135

135

135

136

138

138

143

144

149

149

149

150

151

.152

158

159
159

159

159

160

160

160



Viii

No.

149.

150.

151.

152.

155.

156. V

157.

158.

159.

160.

161.

162.

163.

1 64.

165.

166.

167.

168.

169.

170.

171.

172.

173.

LIST OF PAPERS.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

l)

u

h

9’

u

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

9,

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

”

1!

3,

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

3!

’9

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

5!

’9

174. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

175. 7’

176. Mr. Howard to the Earl of‘ Clarendon

177. The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard

178. Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon

179. The Earl of Clarenden to Mr. Howard  

Date.
1854

. Aug. 19

. Aug. 28

Sept. 1

Sept. 6'

. Sept. 8

Sept. 11

Sept. 11

Sept. 11

Oct. 20

Oct. 28

Oct. 31

Sept. 21

. Sept. 21

Sept. 21

. Sept. 21

Oct. 13

Oct. 13

Nov. 21

Nov. 22

. Nov. 30

Nov. 9

. Nov. 9

Nov. 9

Nov. 13

Nov. 13

Dec. 29

Dec. 29

Dec. 7

1855
. Jan. 20

Jan. 24

. Mar. 28 

Receipt.
1854

Oct. 11

>Oct. 11

Oct. 11

Oct. 11

Oct. 14

Oct. 14

Oct. 14

Oct. 14

Nov. 1

Nov. 1

Nov. 1

Nov. 14

Nov. 14

Dec. 18

Dec. 18

Dec. 18

Dec. 18

Dec. 18

1855

Jan. 14

Mar. 20 

SUBJECT. Page

Abstract of Senhor Montezuma’s
speech as to British Act of
1845. . . .

Measures of Brazilian Govern-
ment with regard to Portuguese
brig “ Experiencia”. . .

Correspondence respecting Hi-
lario and other emancipados..
Note from Senhm' de Abreo as
to Africans eeld by order of
Portuguese Cpnsul-General . .

Has notified satisfaction at De-
cree of June 5,1854...

Respecting the African John,
and defect in Slave Law of
Brazil” ..

Conespondenceas to unfounded
report of a landing of 51111'es. .

Oriental subjects kidnapped into
Rio Grande do 8111.. .

Approving note about Hilario
and other detained emanci-
pados. . . . . . . .

Approving lepresentatiou re-
specting negroes stolen fiom
U1uguay

Approving proceedings respect-
ing African John . . . .

Further note from Senhor de
Ahreo respecting reported land-
ing of Africans

Note from Senhor de Abreo
1especting Africans advertised
for sale . . . .

Proj ect of law respectirig convey-
ance of slaves coastwise,uot
voted.

Project of law111favom hf worn-
out s1aves was not discussed..

Circular to Consuls respecting
transmission of freed negroes
to Africa . .
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tion . . . . . . . .
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touches at St. Antonio . .

Acknowledging above despatch .
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from a slaver at St. Antonio. .
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longing to the “Jasper" . . 405
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the Governors, of Trinidad and
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.. May 18 May 30 Answer to note respecting Cap-

tain—General de la Pezuela . . 428
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as to sluve-dealers in Cuba 433
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of' Bozal negroes . . 434

. . Sept. 13 Satisfaction at General Concha’s assurances 435.. .. .-
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ment . . . . . . . .
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Captures bf negroes landed in

Cuba from the “Peerless" and

“Esperanza” . . . . 450
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to Slave Trade being made
piracy. . 455
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tickets . 457
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of Cuba . . . 457
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Despatch from Mr. Crawford as
to Slave Trade being made
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Answer of Sefior Luzuriaga
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460. ,, ,, . . Mar. 27 
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Reply to observations of M.
, Calderon aé t0 incorrectness
of some of Mr. Crawford’s
denunciations. . . 466

Has informed Governor of Ja-
maica that the emancipados
are not likely to emigrate to
that island .. 469

Liberation of seamen belonging
to the “ Jasper” . . . . 471

Approving proceedings respect-
ing brig “ Destino” . . 475

Coriespondence with M. Comyn
respecting capture of 600
Bozals . . 475

Furthe1 particulars ilespecting
600 Bozals seized1n district
of Sancti Spiritus ;. 476

Respecting importation of Yu-
catan Indians. . . . . 476

-Respecting Bozals landed on
estate of Conde de Bagaes .. 477

Has communicated to Marquis
de1a. Pezuela the contents of
despatch of February 25 . . 477
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Decree of May 3rd for regis-
tration of slaves

Respecting measures of Mar-

uis de la Pezuela for repres-

sion of Slave Trade . . . 501

Captain-General was authorized
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respecting registration of
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Report from Colonization Com-

mittee on supply of labourers . 503 V

As to probable result of recent
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Slave Trade . . . . . . 506

Respecting the brig “ Destino”. 507

492
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495
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Respecting M. Comyn’s com-
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Seizure of Bozals landed near
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Captain-General’s orders on
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Unceasing efforts of Captain-
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rewards for apprehension of

Bozals .. . . v. 524
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the packet from Havana to
Southampton . . . . . . 528
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from Yucatan .. . . 529

Approving prpceedings relative
to “ Greg] Eagle" . . . . 529
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ment of Bozals . . . . 534
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Slave Trade proceedings .. 534
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ing slaver fitting out at 'New
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in the district of Santiago de
Cuba . . . . . . . .

Approval of Conference with
General Concha. . . . . 541
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523. Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Oct. 26 Dec. 2
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No. l.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendonr-(Received May 4:.)

My Lord, ' Lagos, March 27, 1854.

A PORTUGUESE brig, the “ Calabar,” arrived at this roadstead on the

25th instant, direct from Lisbon in twenty-eight days. The master, Petta, reports

that several vessels are being fitted out in Cuba and the United States, for slave

adventures on the coast; the people engaged in Slave Traffic expecting that the

greater part of the squadron Will be withdrawn in consequence of the war With

Russia.
There is an American barque, called the “ Carrier Pidgeon,” formerly a

steam -vesse1, now lying off Whydah ; she is ofi‘ered for sale to the slave-traders

at that place, and will no doubt be bought by them in conjunction with

Domingo Martins of Porto Novo.

This vessel, it is said, brought over the proceeds of the slaves shipped in

the “ Manuelita,” and other vessels from Aghwey and Little Popoe last year; as

there are many doubloons now in circulation at the ports in the Bight of Benin,

there is very little doubt that such is the fact. In the mean time, the “ Carrier

Pidgeon ” is lying off Whydah with a ground tier of casks apparently filled With

palm oil; I say apparently, for I feel certain that, although the Casks are

smeared With palm oil, and it may be seen When the bungs of the cask are

removed, it is merely a few gallons of oil which is floating on the top of the

water, and Which can be pumped off Whenever required.

The Portuguese schooner “ Veloz,” was lying of Whydah some few weeks

Since under these suspicious circumstances, and she has since disappeared and

is not to be heard of.
1

I have recommended the commanders of Her Majesty’s cruizers, that with

those vessels laying thus susPiciously, over which we can by Treaty exercise the

riglliit of search, a pump should be used to ascertain the real contents of the

cas s. -

In addition to the “ Veloz,” I fear the Sardinian brigantine “ Fulmine,” that

has been running from port to port in the Bight of Benin for several months, and

is now not to be heard of, has also got off With a cargo of slaves.
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Your Lordship may depend on my preventing the revival of theflSlee Trade

at this place. I fear, however, that Kosoko, with his Cabooceer at Lpe, Will be

again engaging in this traffic, as Senhor Lirha, who, after the attack on Jahoo by

the Egbas, was the only slave-trader remaining With K9501”? has been reinforced

by two of his eo-traffickers in human beings from \Vhydah; they were landed

about a month since from a French cutter, tender to the French factory at

Whydah. _ . .

The movements of these people shall be watched .as far es 1t 18 Posmble to

do so, there being only one vessel, the “ Ara ,” statlohary 1n the Blghts; the

services of the “ Plumper” and “ Antelope ” being requ1red elsewhere.
I have, &c.

(Signed) B. QAMPBELL.

 

No. 2.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received August 4.)

My Lord, Lagos, May 4, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of the 8th March last.* acquainting me that Her Majesty’s Government

entirely approved of my having promised, under certain conditions, to afiord my

protection to those Africans Who. having purchased their emancipation from

slavery in Brazil, have settled in Lagos.
It is gratifying to me to have received the approval of Her Majesty’s

Government in this matter, as it armed me With authority to interfere on behalf

of 230 of these self-emancipated Africans, lately brought to Lagos from Rio

Janeiro and Bahia, in the Portuguese three-masted vessel “Linda. Flor,” the

supercargo of Which vessel persisting in retaining on board the vessel, for the

balance of $1,000 freight, due to him by the emancipated Africans, property

of theirs remaining on board, to three times that amount in value; and With
Which it was strongly suspected he intended to make of.

I am informed there are numbers of self—emancipated Africans in the
principal towns in Brazil, Who were formerly shipped from the ports in the
Eight of Benin, most anxious to come to Lagos: on the one hand they are
urged by the Gavernment to emigrate; on the other they are restrained by the
exorbitant exactions of the Government officials, and the difficulty of obtaining
a passage across except by Portuguese vessels, on board of Which they receive
the worst treatment, and are not free from the risk of being landed against their
Will ati‘Whydah, or some other place Where they would immediately be seized,
reduced to slavery again, and the property on board the vessel become the
possession of the Portuguese captain or supercargo.

Under these circumstances, I respectfully submit to your Lordship
whether Her Majesty’s Consuls in the principal ports in Brazil could not, by
their interposition, smooth the way towards these poor people obtaining a
passage across to Lagos, without suffering so many exactions, and incurring the
risk of being plundered of their property, and again reduced to slavery.

There are at Bahia and Rio Janeiro always English vessels seeking for
freight; now these poor people Will always pay, by their passage—money and the
property they bring across with them, a remunerating freight; and any English
vessel, during the months from Februaryr to August, will be sure of a freight of
palm-oil from this port to England. At this moment there, are upwards of
1,000 puncheons of palm-oil on Lagos beach, ready for shipment, and several
huhdred more in the town also ready, and there are no vessels to charter; the
mall-packets, from their irregularity, and the manner in Which they are con-
ducted, being useless to the commerce of the place, beyond the medium of
correspondence they afl'ord.

. I have, &C.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

5* See Class B, presented 185-1, No. 59.
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No. 3.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——-(Received August 4.)

My, Lord, Lagos, May 4, 1854.

WHEN I was at Porto Novo, Which town is on the confines of the
Dahomian territory, I took the opportunity of notifying. to King Gezo my
appointment as Her Majesty’s Consul for the Bight of Benin ; and, at the' same
time, I alluded to the embarkation of slaves which took place some months since
from the beach near to Whydah.

’ Copy of my letter to King Gezo I have now the honour to transmit, for
your Lordship’s information.

I have, &c.
(Signed) _ B. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclosure in No. 3.

Consul Campbell to the King of Dahomey.

King’s Town, Porto Nova, April 13, 1854.

BENJAMIN CAMPBELL, Esquire, the Consul of Her Britannic Majesty
for the Eight of Benin, residing at Lagos, being at the King’s Town, Porto Novo,
takes the opportunity and this means of sending his respectful compliments t0
the King of Dahomey.

The Consul being specially charged by the Government of Her Majesty to.
watch over the faithful observance of the Treaties concluded by the different
Chiefs with Her Majesty, whose territories lay between Cape St. Paul’s and'
Cape Formosa, deeply regrets to have to inform the King of Dahomey, that it'
has come to the knowledge of the Consul that shipments of slaves have taken
place near to Whydah, within the last eight months. ,

The Queen’s Government, reposing every confidence in the King of
Dahomey, is sure that the King Will use his utmost authority to prevent any
infraction of the Treaty the King concluded for the suppression of the Slave
Trade With Captain Forbes on behalf of Her Majesty. The Consul therefore
begs that the King Will issue the most positive orders to his Chiefs at Whydah
and the other ports in the King’s dominions, to prevent the embarkation of
slaves. The Consul wishes the King health and peace, and a long life of
happiness.

 

No. 4.

Consul Campbell t0 the Earl of Clarendon—(Received August 4.)

My Lord, Lagos, May 4, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of the .7th March last,af approving of my having advised the Chiefs of
Abbeokuta to send a headman with an armed force to reside at Lagos for
the protection of their trading countrymen, and directing me to use my best
endeavours to obtain the release of those‘Egbas captured near Lagos in the
month of December last by Kosoko’s soldiers Who may still remain in the hands
df'KOSOko’s people. I

I shall not fail, my Lord, to use every effort ' for this purpose. In the
meantime I have made application to the Rev. Mr‘ Crowth’er for informationt
several of the captured Egbas having been redeemed by their relatives and!
returned home ; and I took advantage, of some messengers from Kosoko and
his Cabooceers coming to the Consulate a few days since, to send to those
Chiefs on no account to sell any .of the Egbas remaining in their hands ; and I

‘5' See Class B, presented 1854, No; .58. ,
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purpose after returning from Badagry and Porto Novo to visit Epé, with the

view of getting the Egbas still in captivity there restored to liberty, if not

unconditionally, at any rate on easy terms of ransom to their families.
I have, 850.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 5.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Olarendon.—(Received August 4.)

(Eztract.) Lagos, .May 4,. 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yOur Lordship’s

despatch of the 9th of March lastf"= acquainting me that Her Majesty’s Govern-

mentvapproved of my having, accompanied by Lieutenant Bedingfeld, met the

Chiefs belonging to Kosoko for the purpose of negotiating peace between them

and the King and Chiefs of Lagos.
The approval of Her Majesty’s Government of my proceedings in this

matter, is most gratifying and encouraging to me.

 

No. 6.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Rcceived August 4.)

My Lord, Lagos, filmy 30, 1854.

I REGRET to have to inform your Lordship that on the 16th instant, a

brig, hoisting 110 national colours, ran into the roadstead of Whydah between 9

and 10 o’clock in the morning, and about 1 o’clock on the same afternoon

sailed with about 700 slaves Which had been embarked from the beach of

Whydah town. I have good information, on which I can rely, that a few days
subsequently the Portuguese schooner “ Aguia ” (detained last year off Aghwey

by Lieutenant Beresford, commanding Her Majesty’s brigantine “ Spy,” and

sent by him to St. Paul de Loanda for adjudication, but restored by the Court

of Mixed Commission) also carried off upwards of 300 slaves from ,TVhydah

beach.
The embarkation of slaves on board the brig took place in the most bare-

faced manner. There were laying at anchor in the roadstead and close to the

Slave brig, an English barque, the name of which I have not learnt ; the English

schooner “ Elizabeth,” of Sierra Leone, Mr. Davis, master, with the Rev. Messrs.

Freeman and Wharton from the Gold Coast on board as passengers, bound on a
mission to the King of Dahomey, who must have witnessed the painful sight ;

and three French vessels attached to the French factory at Whydah.

The slave brig must have had her equipment complete, as Mr. Davis, the

master of the “ Elizabeth,” declares he saw no water or provisions hoisted into

the brig, only slaves, which were passed on board from the canoes as they were
brought alongside. ‘ ‘

There' are on the Eights Station, at this time, but two cruizers (Her
Majesty’s ship “ Arab ” being ordered to the West Indies), Her Majesty’s ship
“ Crane” and Her Majesty’s ship “Antelope.” The latter, in consequence of the
breaking down of the “ Faith,” contract mail—steamer packet, has been taken off

the station for a month in order to convey the mail brought by the “ Faith ” as
far as Sierra Leone, to Fernando Po and the Bights of Biafra.

I am credibly informed that Domingo Martins expects shortly a vessel fully
equipped to take off a cargo of his slaves. He will hardly dare to make the
shipment fiom Porto Novo, at Which place he has no less than six large English
vessels loading with palm oil, and at Ape Vista, another of his establishments,
two more English vessels, and one under a foreign flag, I believe Portuguese.
The aggregate tonnage of the eight vessels cannot be less than 3,000 tons.

I have, 810.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

* See Class B, presented 1854, No. 60.
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P.S.——J1me 7. In a note I have just received from Commander Miller, of
Her Majesty’s ship “ Crane,” under date “ Off Badagry, June 5, 1854,” he states,
“ I stood into Whydah on the afternoon of the 15th, boarded everything,
exchanged colours with the American brig ‘ Spread Eagle ’ ofl‘ Great Popoe, and
she was off' by noon next day with nearly 700.”

 

No. 7.

Consul Campbell t0 the Earl of Clarendon—(Recei'vcd August 4.)

My Lord, Lagos, June 1, 1854.
AFTER the termination of the civil war in Lagos in the month of

August last, and when tranquillity was restored and trade had resumed its
course, it was found that the Commercial Agreement entered into between the
late King Akitoye and the merchants and supercargoes trading at Lagos, did not
work well, particularly that Article of the Agreement which imposed a duty of
3 per cent. on the merchandize imported; some of the merchandize so imported
being afierwards exported intact to other parts of the coast, and the King’s people
insisting on opening bales and other packages in order to see their contents.

With a view to put an end to the differences continually arising between
the King’s people appointed to collect the revenue and the merchants, and to
facilitate and render easy the collection of the revenue, I proposed to the King
and to the merchants that the import duty should be altogether abolished, and
the export duty raised to a point to meet the loss of that on imports.

The King and the merchants, after a few conferences on the subject,
adopted my suggestion, and it was accordingly arranged that, for the future,
there should be a duty on all palm oil exported of two heads of cowries the
puncheon, and three strings of cowries (equal at present to 2d. sterling) per lb.
of ivory, and a moderate duty on other exports which at present are of trifling
amount.

I have the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s‘ information, a
copy of the new Commercial Agreement entered into between King Docemo
and the merchants and supercargoes trading to Lagos, which came into operation
on the 27th March last.

. The working of this new arrangement should be very satisfactory to King
Docemo, as by a return now before me of export duties paid between the 27th
March and 31st May, it appears that the King has received during that period
no less than 3,744 heads of cowries, the head of cowrie bearing a value equal
now to 43. sterling; but this amount is short of what it would have been had
there been a sufficiency of shipping, as there are on the beach and in the town
about 1,500 puncheons of palm oil waiting shipment.

The export duty is by no means the only source of revenue enjoyed by the
King. He has his market dues, which must be considerable, and a further duty on
the import of the oil into Lagos, besides fines and confiscations, which together
will reach at least half the amount of the duty received annually on exports ;.
making a total of about 50,000 heads of cowries annually. ' ‘

There is another great and economical advantage to the King that, whereas
during the Slave Trade time, that horrid Trafiic being confined to the King, his.
chiefs and principal people, they were all under the necessity of feeding their
numerous slaves and dependents ; now, all these of an adult age are able, by
trading in palm oil and other articles, to maintain themselves, and it is only the
favourite wives and the slave children who are now fed by them.

I am informed by those competent to form an opinion on the subject, that
revenue to be derived by King Docemo through the palm oil and other legitimate
trade will far exceed any revenue ever derived heretofore in Lagos from Slave
Trade; and I look forward, my Lord, to the prospect that wherever the Slave
Trade is quelled, and the disputes and wars arising out of ' it are succeeded by
peace and security, that the Chiefs will find themselves gainers by the great
increase of revenue a regular and uninterrupted trade in palm oil and other pro—
ductions will produce. Even the King of Dahomey, if he would make up his
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mind to expel from his territories the nest of slave-traders who now harbour at

Whydah, and prevent a full development of the legitimate tratfie the ngdem

0f Dahomey is capable of producing, would find himself a gainer by abandoning

the Slave Trade.
I have, &c.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

inclosure in No. 7.

Agreement made between King Docemo and the Merchants and Supercargoes

trading at Lagos, commencing March 27, 1854.

WHEREAS, at a conference held between King Docemo and the

merchants and supercargoes of the ships in the roads, it was deemed expedient,

for raising a revenue for the King and for the effectual protection of trade, to-

form a mutual agreement, and the following Articles were considered by all

parties to be equitable, and were this day accepted:
lst. That in consideration of the King giving protection and assistance to

the merchants, and obserying the following Articles, they consented to pay a

duty of two heads of cowries to him on every puncheon containing 120 gallons

of palm oil exported from Lagos.
2nd. That to prevent the occurrence, as far as possible, of fire and theft,

110 native shall be allowed to erect a house on the east point of the river entrance,

Where the merchants’ stores are situated.
3rd. That the King consents to relinquish trading on his own account.

4th. That no merchant’s trade shall at any time be stopped on any

account whatever, except for directly refusing to pay the dutiee hereby agreed
to be paid to the King.

5th. Any native taking credit from a merchant, and being unable or
unwilling to pay, shall not be allowed to trade until he shall have come to a
satisfactory arrangement with his creditors ; and the King will, on hearing and
deciding on the justice of the creditor’s claims, sell or cause to be sold the house
and property of such party, for the benefit of his creditors. Any merchant or
trader doing business with such debtor before an arrangementhas been made,
shall be subject to a fine of 1,000 gallons of palm oil, to be paid to the King.

6th. That the merchants settling at Lagos shall be allowed to choose their
own places of residence in any spot previously unoccupied, or which they may
purchase from any previous occupant.

7th. The King engages to exercise his authority to punish and use the
utmost vigilance to prevent the constant thefts committed on the merchants,
whether by canoemen and others employed by them, or by any person inhabiting
the town, and on any complaint or charge made by the merchants against any
person robbing them, or for receiving knowingly property stolen fi'om them,
being proved, the King engages to punish such thief or receiver of stolen goods
With heavy fine or imprisonment. I

8th. .That on any Well-founded complaint by the merchants against canoe-
men or others who have engaged to work for a merchant for a time agreed upon
for. refusing to do such work, without any just cause for refusal, the King
Engages to inflict such punishments, by fine or imprisonment, as the case may
eserve. A ’

_ 9th. That the King shall have the right of claiming payment of his duties
m cowrles. ‘ ,
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No. 8.

Consul Campbell t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received August 4.)

My Lord, Lagos, June 2, 1854;

BY the last packet there arrived here 2 self-emancipated Africans from the
Havana, with their wives, who had, I believe, made the voyage by way of
England to Sierra Leone. They brought me a letter from his Excellency
Governor Kennedy, recommending them to my care. ‘ V

I have obtained them a house, and shall request the King to allot them a
piece of ground, whereon to erect a house..of their own.

These Africans have informed some of their countrymen whom they found
here—also formerly from Havana—that their friends and fellow-countrymen in
that city, to the number of about 200, who have emancipated themselves, 'and
who have the means of paying their pasSage across to Lagos, are most desirous
of coming here,'now they know that there is a British Consul resident at Lagos,
Who Will protect them from being plundered and again reduced to slavery.

They state that although the Local Government of Cuba are anxious to
get rid of them, yet they are subject, When emigrating, to great extortions in_the
shape of fees to the Government officials, and that'the countenance and assist-
ance of Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana would greatly facilitate their
emigrating to Lagos. They have got some friend here to write a letter for them
to a friend in Havana, which they beg me to forward; having no sure means Of
doing so, I have taken upon myself to transmit the same, in the hope that your
Lordship will direct the letter to be sent to Mr. ConsuI-General Crawford, with
directions that he Will be kind enough to render every assistance in his power to
those self-emancipated Africans in Cuba who were formerly shipped from this
part of the coast, and are now desirous of returning to Lagos. '

It is very desirable, if possible, that these people should make the passage-
from the Havana to Lagos in an English vessel, in order to secure good treat-
ment on the voyage ; such vessel, during the months from February to. the end
of August, will be sure of obtaining a freight of palm oil to England.

The addition of these self-emancipated Africans from the Brazils and 'from
Cuba, to the population of Lagos, is a great desideratum, as, by their habits of
industry, and their semi-civilized manners and condition, they form a good
counterpoise to the Ieavefl of the old Slave Trade population of this place, as
they will remain apart and unmixed with its old feuds and animosities.

I have, &c.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL;

 

No. 9.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of CZarendon.—(Received August 4.)

(Extract) L'agos, June 1, 1854.

SHORTLY after my arrival at my post, I received a letter from Mayoo,
the Chief of Badagry, informing me .that he expected an attack from the King
of Porto Novo, Who was anxious to restore the expelled Chiefs of Badagry to
their town. '

I wrote to the King of Porto Novo, requesting him to defer hisv hostile
intentions against Mayoo, telling him that as soon as I could spare the time I
would proceed to Badagry and to Porto Nova, and endeavour to arrange matters
peaceably. ‘

Various causes prevented me leaving Lagos for Badagry and Porto Novo, '
until the 2nd of April. In the meantime Mayoo’s Slave Trade transactions, and
the assistance he was openly rendering to Domingo Martins, in procuring slaves for
him, became known to me, and'were duly reported by me to your Lordship, and
to the Commander-in-chief; and I made myself acquainted, through the printed
correspondence on Slave Trade, and the local sources of information Within my
reach, with the origin, causes, and history of the disturbances which had occurred
at Badagry, which led to the expulsion of the rightful Chiefs of that town, and
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of several other populous towns and Villages in the country around Badagry;
and the substituting of Mayoo, a refugee from Porto Novo, and prevmusly hvmg

at Badagry on sufferance, through the kindness of: the expelled Chlefs.
On my arrival at .Badagry, I invited the princ1pal inhabitants of the town

to meet me, as I Wished to learn their sentiments, and to inforrn them, that
Mayoo having grossly violated the Treaty, and by so doing having Incurred the
severe displeasure of Her Majesty’s Government, and, 1118 belng comeldered
Chief of Badagry, having led to the complete stoppage of the trade, compelling
the merchants, missionaries, and all the industrious traders to abandon the
town, it became necessary, as a warning to the other water-side Chiefs, that they
would not be allowed to Violate their Treaty engagements for the suppression of
the Slave Trade concluded With Her Majesty, with impunity, and in order to
restore the trade to Badagry, to remove Mayoo from the Chieftainshlp, and to
restore the expelled Chiefs and their people, who were the orlgmal and rightful
owners of the town and the territories belonging to it ; and that I should, after
visiting the King of Porto Novo and the expelled Chiefs, and learning their
wishes and intentions, call upon Mayoo to retire; and, in the event of his
refusing to do so peaceably, endeavour to obtain the assistance of the semor
officer of the Bights division, and compel him to remove.

In reply to this, they entered into a long account how Mayoq had supported
British interests and protected the English during the civil war, &c., and they
concluded With expressing their wish for Mayoo to remain. At this meeting there
were only Mayoo’s immediate followers, about eighty, who were implicated With
him in the revolt he had raised several years before against his Sovereign the
King of Porto Novo; and who fled with him, and had since stuck to his fortunes;
about fifty Lagos people, who could have no voice in the matter, and some half—
dozen liberated Africans from Sierra Leone, who being deeply indebted to the
English merchants, formerly at Badagry, would not follow them. to Lagos, but
preferred existing in indolence on the labour of their slaves.

I next proceeded to Porto Novo, and had an interview with the King and a
numerous body of his Chiefs and principal people. He stated to me that he
was very anxious for the restoration of the Badagry Chiefs and their numerous

followers to their town ; that the grossest injustice had been done by their
expulsion, which had been caused by the very people to whom they had kindly
given shelter, Mayoo and Akitoye ; that the former had some twenty years
previously headed a rebellion against one of his predecessors, whieh had brought
great misery and distress to thousands, but ended in the expulsion of Mayoo;
that, from the time that had elapsed, he felt no ill—will towards Mayoo, and he
would willingly receive him back to his old post of Mayoo (the name is a title),
which had never been filled up, and that he (the King) would even assist him
to build his house; that so long as Mayoo remained Chief of Badagry, and the
proper Chiefs, his relatives and countrymen, were wanderers on "the face of the
earth, he could allow none of the trade which the town of Porto Novo com-
manded to go to Badagry, to enrich and elevate a man who would exercise the
power he obtained through that trade, in bribing the Egbas to attack him; that
the Egbas had already attacked many of the towns within his dominious, laying
them waste, making captives of the unfortunate inhabitants, many of whom they
sent to their farms at Abbeokuta, seiling'the others to Domingo Martins ; that
he wished to cultivate the friendship of the English ; and if Mayoo was removed
from the Chieftainship of Badagry, and the rightful Chiefs and people restored,
he would then direct the large trade in palm oil, the monopoly of which Domingo
Martins now enjoys, on to Badagry; that he had no friendship for Domingo or
any of his countrymen ; and that he knew his subjects would make much more
advantageous trade with the English at Badagry than they did with Domingo
Martins at Porto Novo; that very few of the expelled Badag‘rians were then in Porto
Novo, as they were compelled to wander about seeking for a livelihood, but
that he would assemble as many as he could of the principal people in four days,
as he was desirous that I should see them, and hear what they had. to relate, and
their wishes from their own lips. I

I left Porto Novo for Badagry and returned on the fourth day, when I had
a long and interesting interview with the Badagry Chiefs, who feeliugly described
the position they were placed in through having given shelter, first to Mayoo,‘and
subsequently to Akitoye ; that they were separated from their children, many of
whom were receiving instruction at the missionary schools when their expulsion
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took place, and they were now wandering about the town of Porto Novo, living

on the bounty of their friends ; that they were most desirous to return to the

home of their fathers, and they earnestly entreated me to assist them to do so.

I left, assuring them I would do all in my power to procure their restoration to

Badafirv,
r(’Dn my return to Lagos I called at Badagry and sought an interview with

Mayoo, and, on the morning of my departure, sent for him twice; he did not

come, and as the day was advancing I had to leave Without seeing him.

 

No. 10.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Olarendon.—(Received August 4..)

(Extract) Lagos, June 11, 1854.

FEARING from the temper in which the Rev. Mr. Townsend left Badagry
that he would, on his return to Abbeokuta, so represent the matter of Mayoo’s
removal from thence to the Chiefs of Ahbeokuta as to induce them to attack the

Popoe towns and villages, as they did on a former occasion, under the pretext
of assisting Mayoo and Badagry—indeed it was reported to me that Mr. Townsend

on his journey back to Abbeokuta, greatly alarmed the inhabitants of the towns

and villages that lay in his route, by telling them that as soon as the Consul
expelled Mayoo the Egbas would be down on the unfortunate villagers (Who had
nothing to do in the matter), and that he had diverged from his route to go to
the large town of ‘Adu to beg of the Chiefs not to molest the Egbas on their
march towards Badagry—I dispatched Mr. Moses to Porto Novo in my whale-
boat, with a letter addressed to him, the contents of which he was to make
known to the King of that town, in whose peaceable disposition and reasonable-
ness I had great confidence; copy of which letter I do myself the honour to
transmit. _ '

Mr. Moses, on his return to Badagry, forwarded me a letter from the King-
of Porto Novo, waiving the question of Mayoo’s removal from Badagry, but
leaving the responsibility of his'remaining there on my shoulders. Copy of this
letter I have the honour also to transmit. ,

I did not hesitate to incur this responsibility, as one of Mayoo’s principal
supporters who had left Porto Novo With him, has since returned to that toWn,
despite Mayoo’s offers and eutreaties, and was kindly received by the King ;
another of his followers (’tis said a relative) committed suicide.

Judging that the King of Porto Novo’s kind treatment to the reVolted
vassal who had returned to his allegiance, would have its effect on many others
when the expelled Badagry Chiefs should be reinstated, I addressed a letter to
Mayoo; copy of which I do myself the honour to forward to your Lordship.

- After waiting several days, I received a letter from Mayoo, which has
evidently been drawn up by his friends at Abbeokuta. A copy of this letter I
transmit, and I hope that my efiorts to restore the Badagry Chiefs to their
homes, from which they were most unjustly expelled, and in doing so, restore
Badagry to its former, indeed I hope to a far greater, commercial importance,
will meet with your Lordship’s approval.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 10.

Consul Campbell to Magoo, Chief of Badagry.

Mayoo, ' 4 Lagos, June 1, 1854.

THE King of Porto Novo having left the matter of your remaining at
Badagry entirely to me, I now acquaint you that having no personal ill feeling
towards you, and having acted, in endeavouring to remove you from Badagry,
firom'a sense of duty in consequence of the part you have taken in assisting
Domingo Martins’ Slave Trade, which I duly reported to Her Majesty’s
Government and to the Admiral Commanding—in-chief Her Majesty’s naval
forces in this coast, I shall not press for your leaving Badagry. But it must be
understood that when the expelled Chiefs return to Badagry, you, and they all,

CLASS B.
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i‘esume the same ranks and oflices you held before the civil broke out. Above

all it must be understood that peace is made between you, and that all and

every one must forget what has passed, forgive each other, and for the future

live in peace and good brotherhood, and by abstaining altogether from any Slave

Trade transactions, promote to the utmost the innocent trade in palm oil and

other native productions; for in such peaceful pursuits, and the profit, content-

ment; and happiness they Will produce, you will all learn to forget the wrongs

and injuries you have suffered at each other’s hands, and you will one and all
find me a faithful and true friend.

Let me know by letter if you are satisfied with my arrangements for
restoring peace and trade to Badagry.

Your well-wisher,
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 10.

Magoo, Chief of Badagry, to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Badagry, June 10, 1854.

IN answer to your letter of June 1st, which 1 had the honour to receive. I
beg permission to observe that I have consulted my friends and supporters the
Egbas, and under their advice I am fully prepared to receive back the old Chiefs
of Badagry. '

As the return of so many Chiefs and their followers may be attended by
some confusion and danger of misunderstanding, I would respeetfully suggest
that some written arrangement should be drawn up, Which, in the event of any
future disagreements, may be referred to, and for the general guidance of all
arties. ‘

P I beg also most respectfully to observe, that I shall be ready When these
arrangements take effect, to give up the Treaty with the British Government I
have the honour to hold, with the understanding that in any Tigeaty With the
British Government, my name shall appear with the other Chiefs of Badagry.

It is suggested by the Egba Chiefs that no stranger, being a refugee Chief,
be received into Badagry after this but With the common consent of‘ all concerned,
including yourself and the Egba Chiefs. '

Thanking you for your letter, and your efforts to make peace between us,
I have, &C. ..

 

his
(Signed) MAYOO N .

mark.

No. 11.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received August 4.)

My Lord, . Lagos, June 14, 1854.

THE squadron in the Bights is now reduced to one vessel, Her Majesty’s
ship “ Crane,” which left for Fernando Po for water on- the 12th instant. Her
Majesty’s ship “ Arab” has left for the Cuba station, and Her Majesty’s steam-
vesseI “Antelope” for Gibraltar. ' -

Yesterday morning the French brig-of-War “Entreprenant,” commanded
by Capitaine de corvette M. Du Creste Villeneuve, anchored in the roads.

The weather has been so bad that I have not been able as yet to see-
Captain Villeneuve, but he this morning sent in an officer with a note, informing
me that he is to cruize in the Eights. I hope to—morrow morning if the weather
should be fine to see him to breakfast, after which I will accompany him on
his visit to King Docemo.

- I‘have, &c. ‘ .
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 



AFRICA. (Consular)——Bight of Benin. 1'

No. 12.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, August 23, 1854:.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 4th of Mayfi“ I have to state to
you that I approve the measures which you intended taking with the view of
obtaining the liberation of the Egbas captured by Kosoko in December last.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON

 

No. 13.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

(Extract) Foreign Ofiice, September 21, 1854.
WITH reference to your despatches of the 1st and 11th of June, giving

an account of the proceedings which you had thought proper to take for the
removal of Mayoo from his position as Chief of Badagry, I have to observe that
you have received no instruction from Her Majesty’s Government which will
bear you out in the course Which you have thus adopted.

You will; on the contrary, see, by reference to Lord Wodehouse’s
letter to the Secretary to the Admiralty of the 27th of April, 1853, a copy of
Which was transmitted to you in my despatch of the 28th of that month,
that Her Majesty’s Government disapproved a similar attempt which had been
made by Vice-Consul Fraser in January 1853, and that British authorities would
act improperly in interfering in the local quarrels and proceedings of the African
Chiefs, unless such proceedings affected British interests or the stipulations of
Treaties. . ,

You will have seen by my despatch of the 7th of December, 1853,+
that Her Majesty’s Government disapproved of your suggestion that the
Anti-Slave Trade Treaty concluded with Mayoo on the 18th of March, 1852,
should be annulled; and therefore I am at a loss to understand how you
could have stated that you had made a formal demand on Mayoo to deliver up
his Treaty ; and that, when the expelled people returned, and a'supreme Chief
was elected and acknowledged, you intended to transfer the Treaty to the
newly—elected Chief, and, if necessary, to take stringent measures to compel
Mayoo to resign the Treaty held by him. '

In the same deepatch you were informed that, if the Chief of Badagry should
violate any of the stipulations of the Treaty held by Mayoo, it would be the
duty of the Commander—in-chief on the West African Station to direct that
measures of coercion should be adopted, in order to enforce the due observ-
ance of that Treaty.

You seem, however, to have acted against Mayoo without any concert with
the naval authorities on the station; and I have to state to you that I highly
disapprove of your having done so. .

You will explain to me, without loss of time, your conduct with reference
to the several points above alluded to. L ' ‘

 

No; 14.

The Earl of Clarendon t0 Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, September '21, 1854.

WITH reference to my preceding desPateh of this day’s date, I have to
remark that I have some difficulty in reconciling the friendly tone adopted by
you towards Alajogun, the King of Porto Novo, with the harsh meaéures which
you are disposed to take against Mayoo, inasmuch as the former appears to
harbour slave-dealers, such as DomingoMartinez, who carries on his Traffic in

"3‘ No. 4. 1- See Class B, presented 1854', No. 49.
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Sl'aves and palm oil under the protection of Alajogun, while no accusation of the

kind is made against Mayoo.
I have also to observe, with reference to your statement thatMayoo had

broken his Anti-Slave Trade Treaty, and was therefore a fit object for the

displeasure of Her Majesty’s Government, that the fact does not seem to be at

11 1 1 r0 ed. lam, &c.

a cearyp V (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 15.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.‘—(Received November 17.)

My Lord, Lagos, August 1, 1854.

ON the 28th ultimo the United States’ frigate “ Constitution,” bearing the

broad pennant ofCommodore Mayo, the Commander-in-chief ofthe United States’

naval forces on the West Coast of Africa, anchored in Lagos Roads.

Proceeding, on the following day, to pay my respects to Corpmodore Mayo,

I met, just inside the bar, two boats from the frigate, bringing flag—Lieutenant

Rodgers and a party of officers on a Visit to the town. I returned to the town

with the officers, and accompanied them on their Visit to King Decemo, to whom

I introduced them.
Lieutenant Rodgers briefly explained to King Docemo that the object of the

Commodore’s visit to the coast was the protection of American commerce, and

the suppression of Slave Trade Carried on by vessels assuming the flag of the

U: ted States.
The ofiicers were well received by King Docemo, who expressed himself

much pleased with their visit. ‘
Lieutenant Rodgers, before taking leave of King Docemo, assured him that

Commodore Mayo, although confined to his cot from a severelyW-sprained ancle,

would be happy to see King Docemo and his Chiefs on board the “Constitution.”

Lieutenant Rodgers and the officers who accompanied him, before embarking
to return to their ship, walked over a great part of the town of Lagos. The
extent, population, cleanliness (they visited the best part), and the order that
prevailed, surprised them. I gave Lieutenant Rodgers every information
respecting the trade of Lagos, and the prospect of its increase could the Slave
Trade be extinguished in other parts of the Eight of Benin.

On the following day several more officers of the Commodgnre’s staff came
to the town, visited the King and his Chiefs, and formally invited them to visit
the Commodore on the following day.

The report of Lieutenant Rodgers and the officers who accompanied him
having created considerable interest, I furnished Commodore Mayo with such
information as I possessed, and sent him a spare copy of the “(Papers on the
Reduction of Lagos ;” and I suggested that King Docemo and his Chiefs would
favourably receive any proposition from the Commodore to conclude a Treaty
with him. ' ,

On the next day I paid my official Visit to Commodore Mayo, by whom,
and by his officers, I was most courteously received, with the usual honours.

King Docemo and his Chiefs also paid their Visit to Commodore Mayo.
They were received with every demonstration of respect by the Commodore and
his oflicers, and hospitabiy entertained in the Commodore’s cabin.

The Commodore informed King Docemo and his Chiefs that the President
and theGovernment of the United States were very anxious to see the Slave
Trade entirely suppressed on the coast of Africa, and a legitimate commerce
flmirlshing in its stead, that having heard there was a considerable commerce
springing up in Lagos, and that American trading vessels began to visit the port,
he was prepared _to submit a proposition in writing to the King and his Chiefs,
haying for its object the protection of American citizens and their property when
trading at Lagos, and conferring to them the same rights and privileges as are
or may he conferred to the subjects of other Powers. V

. The proposition was then twice read over, and carefully interpreted to the
King and _Chiefs by a Mr. S. R.Williams, one of the Sierra Lione emigrants,
who supermtends the collection of the King’s expert revenue, and acts as inter-
preter to this Consulate; and, being approved of by them, they signed at foot a
written acceptance of the Commodore’s proposition. ‘
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I have the honour to forward herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a

copy of this paper, which I apprehend, although not in the form of a Treaty,

has nevertheless all the force of one. I have, &c. .
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclosure in N0. 15.

Engagement between the King and Chiefs of Lagos and Commodore Mayo.

COMMODORE MAYO, Commander—in-chief of the United States’ naval

forces on the west coast of Africa, having arrived off this port, desires to salute

the King of Lagos.
The United States have for along time maintained a squadron on the coast of

Africa, to protect the persons and property of American citizens engaged in

lawful commerce, and to arrest and bring to justice all persons Who may endea-

vour to prosecute the Slave Trade under the cover of the American flag. The

Commodore has heard With much satisfaction that the King of Lagos has done

all in his power to suppress the African Slave Trade, and' that he affords every

facility to vessels that: come to his territory for the purpose of lawful traffic.

He would be much gratified by receiving from the King and Chiefs of Lagos

some formal and written assurance that citizens of the United States may. always

trade freely with me people of Lagos in all ports, places, and rivers within their

territory, and some pledge that the King and Chiefs will show no favour and

give no privilege to the ships and traders of other countries, which they do not

show to those of the United States, and that all citizens of the United States

shall, under all circumstances, be placed upon the same foooting with the

citizens of the most favoured nation.
Commodore Mayo requests the King to receive the assurance of his high

respect and consideration.
United States’ flag-ship “ Constitution,” of Lagos,

July 31, 1854.

_ To His Majesty the King of Lagos.

Docemo, King of Lagos, with his chiefs and councillors, having carefully

considered and discussed the propositions contained in the foregoing letter; do,

on the part of themselves and of their country, hereby assent to all the aforesaid

propositions, and solemnly promise and guarantee to all citizens of the United

States every right and privilege which may at any time be granted to the most

favoured nation with whom the King and Chiefs of Lagos have already formed,

or may hereafter form a Treaty, or conclude an agreement.
his

(Signed) KING N DOCEMO.
mark.

his

OLOOMOBONG N
‘ . ' ' , mark.

his

TALABEE N
, mark.

’ his

OLOOCOHE N
mark
his

ACHABONG N
mark.
his

OBERCHOR N
mark.‘

- his

SERBER. M
mark.

Witnesses :
(Signed) JNo. RUDD, » V

‘ Commander, United States’ Navy. .

C. R. P. RODGERS,
Flag-Lieutenant, African Squadron.

'Flag-ship “ Constitution,” of Lagos,
July 31, 1854.
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I, S. B. Williams, a native of Lagos, and collector of the revenue of the

King of Lagos, having been educated at the English school at Sierra Leone, have

faithfully interpreted to the King and Chiefs of Lagos the contents of the

foregoing letter, and also the compact Which they have signed, and I now certify

that both the letter and compact are fully understood by them.

(Signed) S. B. WILLIAMS,

Collector and Interpreter to the British Consulate.

United States’ Flag—ship “ Constitution,” of Lagos,

July 31, 1854.

(Signed) J . MAYO,

Commander-innchiqf of the United States’ Naval Forces,
West Coast of Africa.

Witness to signatures in the above, and to the signature of the interpreter

to the British Consulate and collector of the King’s revenue.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL,

Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul.

 

No. 16.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received November 17.)

(Extract): Lagos, August 11, 1854.

WITH reference to my despatches of the lst and 11th June last, relative

to‘ Badagry, ibrwartied per mail-packe “ Bacchante,” I have now the honour to

report tel your Lordship, that fully relying on the good faith pf Mayoo that he

wuuld, as he expressed his readiness to do in his letter to me of the 10th June

last, eepy of which was forwarded to your Lordship with my: despatch of the

11th June, I proceeded 0n the 28th of the same month to Badagry, arriving

there 011 the morning of the 30th. ‘

On my way, I directed the Chief ’Wawu, who was living with his people in

some miserable huts on a swampy point of land, to follow me to Badagry, and

he overtook me a few miles below the town; on approaching it, I was met by

my own messenger (whom I had ibrwarded the day previously in a fast, light

canoe, to prepare Mayoo for my arrival accompanied by Wawu), with a message

fi'om Mayoo, that if Wawu landed at Badagry he should be shot. I was astonished

at this message, feeling certain that his letter to me of the 10th June, whereins

he expresses his readiness, after having consulted his friends the Egba Chiefs, t0

' receive back the expelled Badagry Chiefs,.had been prepared for him at Abbeo-

kuta, with the knowledge and approval not only of the Egba Chiefs, but of his

missionary friends also. I recommended Wawu to wait on the opposite side of

the Lagoon, until I had obtained an explanation of Mayoo’s extraordinary

eonduct.‘ I then landed, and sent word to Mayoo that I should be ready to

. receive him in an hour. =
' After a lapse of two hours he came to my quarters accompanied by his

people; On my asking him why he refused to allow Wawu to land, and allud-

ing to' his letter to me of the 10thflJune, the contents and purport of which he

seemed fully cognizant of, he replied that he would not permit Wawu to land

without the Egbas were present. I told him his conduct was extraordinary,

after having expressed his readiness to receive Wawu and the other Chiefs : and

that his then hostile conduct would have a bad effect on the expelled Chiefs,

who would lose all confidence in the sincerity of his declarations; that if he

would allow Wawu alone to land, shake hands and converse with him for a time,

I might then prevail on him to return to his place of exile, until I sent for the

Egbas. He then got up abruptly from the sofa, said he had already spoken,

and that if Wawu landed he would be shot. I then told him not to leave in that

manner; thatit was the first time we had met as friends, and that he must take

a_glass of wine with me. ~ He sat down again, and on the wine being handed to

ban, he passed it to one of his attendants, rose from his seat, and left me.

I then communicated to Wawu that he would not be' allowed to land, and

that he had better return to his place of refuge, and wait until the Egba
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messengers arrived. He thanked me for my advice, but declared his determié

nation never to return, and that he preferred dying in sight of his home, and that

of his fathers, rather than returning. It appears that Wawu, on first hearing of

Mayoo’s hostile conduct, had immediately dispatched. a messenger to Possoo,

who lived in a town a few miles above Badagry, apprising him of what had

occurred, and of his intention not to return; upon Which Possoo sent about

thirty small war canoes to protect Wawu from Mayoo’s attacks.

I at once wrote to the Abbeokuta Chiefs informing them of Mayoo’s unex-

ected conduct, and requested them to send their messengers to have the matter

of the Chiefs’ return amicably settled, and that I would wait ten days for the

arrival of their messengers, I also wrote to King Docemo to send his messengers,

and in about four days they arrived; in ten days the persons Who carried my

letter to Abbeokuta returned, but without any answer, written or verbal; and,

011 sending to them for information, all that I received was, that the Egba

messengers might come the next day, or the day after. I waited three days,

and after giving Mayoo ample notice, I quitted Badagi'y, first cautioning Wawu,

in the event of hostilities taking place, that the missionary establishments and

those of the merchants must not be molested.

I was induced to send the letter to the Egba Chiefs, not that I anticipated

any good results from it, but, because the time required for an answer could be

advantageously employed in removing away the families of the missionary school-

masters, the merchants’ property, and alford time to those Sierra Leone

emigrants who wished it, to remove. Most of these, however, being adherents

of Mayoo, and either holders of slaves or dealers in slaves, made no preparation

to leave, nor did the schoolmasters of the Church Missionary Society avail them-

selves of the canoe sent by Mr. Gollmer, to remove their wives and children,

although it was evident to every one, that on my leaving Badagry, hostilities

would ensue; they appeared to trust in the overwhelming support Mayoo would

receive frOm the Egbas.
On my informing Mayoo of my intention to return to Lagos, he expressed

no wish for me to remain ; on the contrary, his conduct and that of his people

evinced a disposition rather to drive me away, as, every night, under my bed-

room window an incessant noise of drums, horns, 850., was kept up the whole

night, so as to prevent all sleep. At first I remonstrated with him, and requested

he would cause the nuisance to be stopped ; but finding my representations to

him only had the effect of increasing the annoyance, I discontinued complaining.

Shortly after my return from Badagry to Lagos, on the 12th of July, 1854,

information was brought that Wawu and Possoo had landed at Badagry, attacked

the town, burnt a portion of it, and driVen Mayoo’s forces to the outskirts ; but,

that from some mismanagement, their ammunition fell short, and they were

compelled to retreat, when Mayoo’s forces rallied, pursued them, and committed

some slaughter upon them. ‘
Wawu and Possoo, haying then been reinforced by the King of Porto Novo’s

soldiers, as well as by a force from the Chiefs of Adu, Mayoo and his followers

abandoned Badagry without attempting its defence, and retired to Agido. Here

some fighting took place ; but Mayoo being hemmed in by land, and by the Lagoon,

sent a message to King Docemo for assistance to remove to Lagos; and at

King Docemo’s request, I dispatched the large consular boat to Agido, to aid in

bringing away Mayoo and his family. I. obtained the services of Mr. Tickel,

junior, clerk to Mr. Sandeman, Who proceeded in the beat to Agido,’ had an

interview with Mayoo, and finding that it was really his‘ wish to proceed to

Lagos, he then went to the Issoes, who had the command of the Lagoon and

blockaded Agido, and requested them in my name to retire, and so allow Mayoo

and his people to reach Lagos unmolested. The Issoes. assured Mr. Tickel

they would comply with my wishes; and before Mr. Tickel left Agido, they had

all proceeded homewards. Mayoo’s followers then embarked in the several

canoes that had been sent for them under the protection of the consular boat,

and during last night the last of them arrived with Mayoo, and are now living

under King Docemo’s protection.
I latterly felt very anxious that the expelled Badagry Chiefs should regain

their homes through my interference; for I greatly feared from Kosoko’s move-

ments, be having sent many of his women and children by land to the town of

Adu, not far from Badagry, and being hard pressed by the King of Jaboo to

remove from Epé, evidently intending to gain a footng at Badagry, by assisting
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to reinstate Wawu and Possoo, and the other expelled Chiefs, had he been

. allowed time to carry out and effect his intentions, his influenee there weuld

have been most inimical to every peaceful and good purpose ;. whereas the British

influence, obtained by the reinstatement of these much Injured Chiefs, W111. be

exercised for every good purpose ; first, for carrying out the great national ObJeet

of suppressing the Slave Trade, and increasing the valuable legitlmate trade, the

resources for which abound so largely in this part of the westerri coast, anti With

its aid allaying the bitter animosities engendered between tribe. and tube _by

that scourge the Slave Trade, and to counsel and agelst the Ohiefs 1a levymg

moderate dues 011 the exportation of palm oil, &c., and suhstitutmg this means

of raising a revenue in lieu of the precarious one of slave-deahng, kidnapping, Sac. ;

and I purpose, after the sailing of the packet, proceedmg t0 Badagry and Porto

Novo to carry out these objects.

 

N0. 17.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Recei’ued November 17.)

My Lord, Lagos, August 12, 1854.

I REGRET to have to report to your Lordship the continued shipment of

cargoes of slaves from the neighbourhood of the ports of Whydah, Aghwey, and

Great and Little Popoe. The Chiefs of these towns consider they are not

violating their Treaty engagements if they do not allow the embarkation of

slaves immediately opposite to their towns, but at a few miles’ distance.
The shipments that have come to my knowledge since my last report to

your Lordship are the following:
A brig, under American colours, name unknown, took away from 400 to

500 slaves close to Great Popoe.
A Portuguese schooner from Lisbon, name unknown, maeter’s name José

da Costa Leite, took away about 400 slaves from near Great I’opoe.

A small fore-and-aft schooner, without any national ceipurs, and name

unknown, took away from 300 to 400 slaves; and latterly, a brig, formerly

under French colours, and called the “ Caesar,” and a trader attached to the

French factory at Whydah, carried off about 250 slaves. This vessel, a few
months since, brought a cargo of rum and tobacco from the Brazils to VVhydah

for the French factory; she was then stated to he leaky and unseaworthy, and

on Her Majesty’s sloop “ Arab ” Visiting the roadstead of Why'dah, the French

master requested Commander Ogle that he would appoint competent persons to

survey the “ Caesar.” This was done, and I believe a certificate was given of the

brig’s unseaworthiness. It appears that she remained at anchor in the roadstead

until the arrival of the French brig of war “ Entreprenant,” when an application

was made to Captain Du Creste Villeneuve for a survey on the vessel, which was

held, and she was again declared unseaworthy ; and I suppose an authorisation
for the sale of the vessel was then obtained from, Captain Viileneuve, for the

“ Caesar ” appears to have paSSed into the hands of the slave-dealers at Whydah,
Who, as might be expected, shipped slaves on board of her and sent her
to Cuba.

The principal shippers of slaves by these vessels are, Domingo Martins, of
Porto Novo, and the slave—dealers at Aghwey and Whydah, who send as super—
.cargo, and to look after the sale of their cargoes in Cuba, a Spaniard named
Domingo Mustich, himself also a considerable shipper.

I have also received information that an armed schooner, under Spanish
colours, which made her appearance about three months since, and caused some
uneasiness among the English shipping, was wrecked about two months since
on Bonny Bar. The captain, mate, and supercargo of this vessel took passage
to England on board the “Forerunner” maii-packet on her last voyage. My
informant conversed with these people on board the packet When off Lagos, by
whom he was told of the loss of the vessel, and that they had saved the specie
that was on board; the name of the schooner he did not learn.

I deem it my duty to acquaint your Lordship with the fact that the vessels
from the ports of Liverpool and Bristol, coming to the coast for cargoes of palm
011, particularly those consigned to Domingo Martins, have this year brought
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with them an unusual number of puncheons (intended to be filled with palm oil)

filled with fresh water as ballast, in consequence of Domingo Martins having by

circulars and other means given notice to the mercantile houses engaged in the

palm-oil trade from Bristol and Liverpool, that he would furnish them with

cargoes for specie ; they have therefore brought specie instead of merchandize,

which would have ballasted their vessels. It is always necessary for vessels

trading to the Bight of Benin to bring sufficient water to last their crews for

the whole voyage, the difficulty of obtaining water from the coast being great;

but all vessels carrying ofi' slaves from the Bight of Benin (except those coming

out fully equipped under the protection of the American flag), must experience

the like difficulty. Now, as the same parties who supply palm oil to these Bristol

and Liverpool vessels, at Porto Novo, -Whydah, &c., are also shippers of slaves,

and give no guarantee after receiving the specie or‘merchandize from the English

supercargoes, for the due fulfilment of their engagements, it is to be feared that

some of the large quantities of fresh water put on board the English vessels as

ballast, becomes, at times, indirectly at the command of the slave-dealers.
I shall not fail to apprize Commodore Adams of this means of supplying

the cruizers in the Eight of Benin with fresh water, instead of sending them off

the station to Prince’s Island or Fernando Po for a supply; as, beyond the
quantity of fresh water required for the merchant—vessels’ use, the surplus fresh
water should be at the disposal of the Commanders of Her Majesty’s vessels,
and salt water will answer all the purpose for ballast.

I have, &c.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 18.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon—(ReceivedNovember 17.)

My Lord, ' Lagos, August 14, 1854.

ABOUT three years since the Admiralty authorized the reception on board
of some of Her Majesty’s ships stationed on this coast, of a limited number of
youths from the schools at Sierra Leone, to learn navigation and seamanship.

Two young men, named James DaVies and Samuel Davies, were selected
from that excellent establishment, the Church Missionary Grammar-School, so
ably conducted by the late Rev. Mr. Peyton, and received one board Her
Majesty’s steam—ship -“ VOleano,” under the command of Captain Coote.

During the very limited time the young men were attached to that Vessel
(about eighteen months, part of which time was profitably spent by them at
Ascension, where, in the sail-loft at that depét, they were taught to cut out and
make sails), they learnt the practical part of navigation, and are now employed
navigating vessels belonging to their countrymen at Sierra Leone, to and from
this place, and between Sierra Leone and the Gambia. On my expressing to
them pleasure at the proficiency they had acquired in so short a time, they
informed me that Captain Coote had paid great personal attention to their
progress. .

This attempt to render native Africans useful in the pursuit of commerce
in their own country having proved so successful, I am induced respectfully to
submit the proposition to your Lordship, that some intelligent young men from
the above school, and from the Wesleyan schools, may be received on board
Her Majesty’s'steam-ships stationed on the coast, to learn the management of
marine steam-engines, with the hope that they will arrive at equal proficiency as
those Who were taught navigation on board the “ Volcano.” ‘

I hope I am not too sanguine in looking forward to the day when the great
increase of legitimate commerce, on the total, suppression of the Slave Trade,
will require the aid of steam; that the efforts made to explore the Niger and
the Tshadda will eventually be crowned with success; and that mercantile
steam—boats will then be employed, not only on those rivers, but on the extensive
Lagoons, particularly those stretching from Lagos as far on the east as the river
Benin, and t0 the westward to Within twenty miles of Whydah ; when the
services of native engineers Will become meet valuable.

CLASS B.
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A few years since I paid a visit to the French establishment on the River

Senegal, and I observed that the steam-hoats on that extensive river Were

provided with engineers natives of the country, who had been instructed in

France.
I have, 850.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 19.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, November 22, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the lst August, reporting that

the Commodore in command of the United States’ squadron on the west

coast of Africa had visited Lagos, and had concluded an Agreement on

behalf of the United States’ Government with the King and Chiefs of that place;

and I have in reply to inform you that I approve of your having given

Commodore Mayo all the information and assistance in your pewer upon this

occasion.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 20.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

(Extract,) * Foreign Ofiice, November 23, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 11th of August, reporting your

further proceedings for the purpose of reinstating at Badagry the Chiefs who

were expelled from thence in 1851, and transmitting further information showing

the participation of Mayoo in the slave dealings of Domingo Martinez.
Ihave to state to you in reply that I am still of opinion that you acted

injudiciously in availing yourself as you did of the desire of the formerrulers of

Badagry to reestablish themselves in that town, in order to punish the de facto
Sovereign Mayoo for his violation of the Treaty With Great Britain for the
suppression of the Slave Trade, and that you ought to have apted in concert
with the naval Commander-in-ohief in regard to this matter.

When you received from Mr. Gollmer the two letters addressed to him from
Badagry on the 13th of October and on the 8th of November, 1853, by
Mr. Wright and Mr. Coker, you should have transmitted copies of those letters
to this Department, and Her Majesty’s Government might then have exercised
their discretion as to the expediency of instructing the Commodore on the
African Station to concert with you the means of obtaining positive evidence of
Mayoo’s proceedings, and on proof being obtained of his participation in the
Slave Trade, measures might have been taken openly in order to prevent the
repetition of such practices.

 

No. 21.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 14.)

(Extract) Badagry, November 1, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of the let September} wherein your Lordship I'emarks that you
have some difficulty in reconciling the friendly tone adopted by me towards
Alajogun, the King of Porto Novo, with the hafsh measures which I am disposed
to take agalnst Mayoo, inasmuch as the former appears to harbour slave-dealers,

* No. 14.
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such as Domingo Martinez, who carries on his Traffic in Slaves and palm oil

under the protection of Alajogun, while no accusation of the kind is made against

Ma '00. .

3 When I read that accusation against Alajogun in the Rev. Mr. Townsend’s

letter, though satisfied at the time of its injustice, I did not like to take upon

me boldly to contradict it until I had made inquiry on the subject, and taxed

Alajogun with it, Which I have since had an opportunity of doing. The traders,

both European and native, declare Mr. Townsend’s accusation not founded 'on

fact; and Alajogun and his Chiefs f indignantly deny it, and charge both

Mr. Townsend and Mr. Gollmer With exciting the Egbas to overrun the whole

seaboard from Porto Novo to Lagos, and by destroying their towns and villages,

killing and capturing the'Popoes, to make themselves masters of that part of it.

The ravages the Egbas have committed within the last fifteen or twenty years

upon. many of the Popoe towns skirting the King of Porto Novo’s territories

certainly give Alajogun and his Chiefs ground for fearing such to be their

intention and desire.
With regard to Domingo Martinez, the joint slave and palm-oil dealer, I

must inform your Lordship that his establishment on the beach, which he calls

Porto Novo, is about eight miles from the large town called by the same name

where King Alajogun resides, and which lies inland, and that the King of

Dahomey claims the sovereignty of that sea-shore, and to him Domingo Martinez

pays a heavy tribute for his protection, and dues on all the palm oil shipped on

from his place.
The King of Porto Novo has no desire to contest that sovereignty with his

powerful neighbour and brother, as he calls Gezo, the King of Dahomey; Badagry

having been from time immemorial the shipping port of Porto Nova, and hereto-

fore yielding a handsome revenue to its Sovereigns. Therefore, if only for the pecu-

niary consideration, it is Alajogun’s interest, by opening the trade to Badagry from

Porto Novo, and causing its large commerce in palm oil to flow there, to induce

Domingo Martinez, when deprived of the palm oil, to move nearer to Whydah.

So far from this troublesome slave—dealer being favoured by Alajogun, the fact

that Alajogun wishes to get rid of his neighbourhood, and that since Domingo

established himself on the beach, now eight years since, he has not once visited

Alajogun, bespeak the little friendship existing between them.

I hope, my Lord, to be excused feeling a little partiality for an African

Monarch who on the first solicitation signed the Treaty for the abolition of the

Slave Trade, &c., and, I believe, has faithfully observed it, and intends doing so;

whose government, though a pure despotism, is mildly administered through the

medium of his aged Chiefs; in whose town and territories order, peace, and

security reign ; who really loves and desires peace; and who, as well as his

ancestors did, holds human life in that respect, that the very spilling of blood on

the ground, even that of a slave, is punished by death, 01‘ expatriation by sale ;

who in his intercourse with strangers is candid, open, and courteous; and who

promptly complied with a request I made to him soon after my arrival at Lagos

to obtain the liberation of at Sierra Leone born boy, who had been kidnapped

and sold in the neighbourhood of Whydah, by instituting a rigorous search for

him, and paying a double ransom for him, sent him to me at Lagos Without any
request for repayment of his outlay.

 

No. 22.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, December 14, 1854.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 14th of August, ‘I have

to inform you that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have, in

compliance with your suggestion contained therein, directed that a limited

number of young Africans from the Missionary Schools at Sierra Leone may be

received on board Her MajeSty’s steamers of the African squadron for the purpose
of being taught the management ofmarine steam-engines,

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 23.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Office, Decemper 21, 1854.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith for your information, a oppy of a letter

addressed to the Queen on the 2nd of June last by the King of Dahomey, Whlch

he sent to Cape Coast Castle by the Rev. Thomas Freema‘n, a Wesleyan

missionary. I inclose also a copy of the answer which I have returned to

that letter.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 23.

The King of Dahomey to Her Majesty Queen Victoria.

To Her Britannic Majesty Queen Victoria; 7 Abomey, June 2, 1854.

HIS Majesty the King of Dahomey has much pleasure in addressing the

following communication to Her Majesty.
Many years ago a very strong friendship existed betwixt the King of

Dahomey and the Sovereign of England, and of the three Powers having forts at

Whydah,—English, French, and Portuguese, the King of Dahomey made choice
of England and its Sovereign as his close friend.

At that time the Sovereign of England requested the King of Dahomey to

send to the British Court one of his own people as his representative, and the

King of' Dahomey consequently sent Hassu-Ammamuso, his eldest son, to repre-

sent him at the English Court ; and the Sovereign of England also sent a
Representative to Dahomey.

Hassu-Ammamuso was absent from Dahomey nineteen months ; on his
return he was accompanied by the British Representative. The union of feeling
between the two countries and Courts was so close and strong, that had there
been no sea the King of Dahomey would have travelled to England, to have a
dwelling-house close to that of his friend the English Sovereign, who was his
sole European friend, living with him in close amity and affection; and the
present feelings of the King of Dahomey are the same as those which have been
expressed as existing betwixt the two Powers in former days, and he is anxious
Eliat Her Majesty the Queen of England should heartily reciprocate that same
eeling.

. As alproof of the very close friendship then existing betwixt England and
Dahomey, all matters of trade affecting the interest of Dahomey were subjected to
the consideration of the English Sovereign, and by his Views and Wishes the
King of Dahomey was guided in all such questions.

The son of the first Governor was sent to England at the express wish of
the King of Dahomey, With a hope that he would return as a native of this
country, and be useful to both Sovereigns ; but, unfortunately, he became
unsteady, and disappointed all expectations respecting him.

The King is aware that the main cause of the non—existenee for some time
past of that close friendship which he desires to have with England has been the
continuation of the Slave Trade in his dominions for a considerable time after
theQueen of England commenced making great efforts for its suppression, and
he IS Willing and desirous to meet the wishes of the Queen of England in its entire
sappresswn throughout his country as early as it can be accomplished consistently
With the circumstance that Dahomey has been for many years past almost entirely
dependent upon the Slave Trade for its support and prosperity, and the King is,
therefore, anxiously waiting for an answer to his communication to the Queen of
England 'on that subject by her officer, Captain Forbes, now five years back ; a
delay Whlch the King very much regrets, as he is particularly anxious that the
formea good intelligence existing betwixt England and Dahomey should be
immediately restored, and therefore hopes that Her Majesty the Queen of
England will not delay to meet this, his most sincere and earnest wish.
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Fifteen years ago a British cruizer came into Whydah Roads, fired into the

town, and killed eight natives Without the King of Dahomey being aware that

.any provocation had been given by any of his people to the Queen, or to the

officer of that ship ; and being anxious that Her Majesty would kindly oblige him

by directing some inquiry into the case. And he also begs that the Queen will

send him for his constant use in Dahomey, the English flags—the ensign and the

union jack. To open up a closer communication betwixt England and Dahomey,

the King begs that Her Majesty will, if it be practicable, give instructions for

the monthly mail steam—packets to call at Whydah.

The King of Dahomey also begs to inform Her Majesty that he appoints

Mr. ‘reeman to mention several matters which are in his mind verbally to his

Excellency.Governor Hill, that he, the Governor, may on his arrival in Euglanti,

mention them to her. ’

Wishing Her Majesty health and happiness, and hoping soon to receive a

kind communication from her, he subscribes himself, With feelings of the warmest

;amity and friendship.
his

(Signed) GUZZU N , King of Dahomey.
mark. ‘

Witnessed:
(Signed) THOMAS BIRCH FREEMAN,

HENRY WHARTON,
Wesleyan Missionaries.

 

Inclosure 2 in N0. 23.

The Earl of Clarendon to the King of Dahomey.

'Sir, Foreign Oflice, November 18, 1854.

I HAVE received the Queen’s commands to acknowledge the receipt of the

letter dated the 2nd of June last, which you sent to Her Majesty by the

Rev. Thomas Freeman through the Governor of the Gold Coast, and in which

you express your desire for the renewal of the relations formerly existing between

the kingdoms of Great Britain and of Dahomey.
Although it is an unpleasant task for me to refer to the causes Which have

led Her Majesty’s Government to abandon the hope of establishing a good

understanding with your Majesty, yet as it appears by your letter that you are

anxious to receive a communication from Her Majesty’s Government, I feel

bound to express myself frankly upon this subject, and to remind you of the

failure of the repeated efforts made by Her Majesty’s Government during the

last ten years for the purpose of prevailing upon your Majesty to prevent your

subjects from selling their cbuntrymen to European foreigners, who cbnvey them

'to distant lands where they languish in toil and misery instead of being employed

at home in augmenting the wealth and resources of their own country.
I regret very much to be obliged to add that during the last twelve months

the Dahomian port of Whydah has been disgraced by a great increase of this

criminal practice, and that it is manifest that your subjects have wilfully dis—

regarded the solemn engagement Which you concluded With Captain Forbes on
the 13th of January, 1852, whereby you pledged yourself to the Queen of
England that the export of slaves to foreign countries should be abolished for
ever in your dominions. '

The Queen of England desires to maintain friendly relations with your

Majesty, and is convinced that they will greatly contribute to the advantage of
Dahomey; but as Her Majesty scrupulously maintains every engagement she
enters into, she expects the same good faith from other Powers, and Her
Majesty hopes that by the fulfilment of your promises she will be enabled to
place her relations withyou upon the footing on which she desires to see them
established. ’

I am, 8w. V
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 24.

Consul Campbell 250 the Earl of Clarendon.~—(Received February 5, 1855.)

My Lord, Lagos, October 1, 1854.

I HAVE just returned from Epé, the residence of Kosoko arid his Chiefs, to:

Which place I found it necessary to proceed in company With Commander

Miller, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Crane,” the Senior Oflicer 0f the Bights Division,

and Her Majesty’s steam—vessel “ Minx,” Lieutenant Commander Ryves, in

order to put an end to the state of anxiety and uneasiness felt by the King,

Chiefs, and people of Lagos, in consequence of the late frequent reports that

Kosoko and his party intended by a great demonstration of their force, and by

’ cutting off the sources of trade and supply of provisions, to compel the King,

Chiefs, and people of Lagos to allow them to return to their homes.
_I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship the engagement voluntarily

entered into by Kosoko and his numerous Chiefs With myself and Commander
Miller. I feel great confidence in this engagement being faithfully observed, and
that it will eventually lead, if no mischievous influence is set at work, to astate of'
peace between the people of Lagos and those of Epé, and to a; great increase
of the valuable legitimate trade of Lagos and the other ports.

I hope my proceedings in this instance will meet with your Lordship’s
favourable consideration and approbation.

I have, 810.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclosure in No. 24.

Agreement.

Agreement entered into this 28th day of September, 1854, between Kosoko, his
Cabooceers and Chiefs, and Benjamin Campbell, Esquire, Her Britannia
Majesty’s Consul for the Eight of Benin, and Thomas Miller, Esquire,
Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Crane,” Senior.0fficer in the Bights
of Benin and Biafra. L

l. KOSOKO, his Cabooceers and Chiefs, solemnly pledge themselves to
make no attempt to regain possession of Lagos, either by threats, hostilities, 01'
stratagem. ' .

2. Kosoko, his Cabooceers and Chief's, claim Palma as their pOrt of trade,
and Benjamin Campbell, Esquire, Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul, and Thomas
Miller, Esquire, Commander and Senior Naval Officer in the Eights, engage to
recognise Palma as the port of Kosoko, his Cabboceers and Chiefs, for all
purposes of legitimate trade. I

3. Kosoko, his Cabooceers and Chiefs, do most solemnly pledge themselves
to abandon the Slave Trade, that is, the export of slaves froni Africa; also not to
allow any slave-trader to reside at their port, or at any other place Within their
jurisdiction and influence.

4. Kosoko, his Cabooceers and Chiefs, solemnly bind themselves to Drive
every protection and assistance to such merchants and traders as may Wish3 to
resuie emong them for the purpose of carrying on legitimate trade; also to assist
Her Bntanmc Majesty’s Consul to re-open the markets on the Jaboo shore, viz.
Agielfiie, Ecorodo, and Abayee, and in maintaining order and security at those
mar ‘e s.

.5. There shall be levied at the port of Palma an export duty of one head of
zowrices foilevery panicheon of palm oil, of the average size of one hundred and
wen y ga ons, an W0 strinvs of cowries er lb. on ' 1 i '
above port, for the benefit ochosoko. P all 1v01y erOI'ted fiom the

6. Benjamin Campbell, Esquire, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, engages on
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behalf of Her Majesty’s Government, that for the due and faithful performance
of this Engagement on the part of Kosoko, his Cabooceers and Chiefs, there
shall be paid to Kosoko by Her Majesty’s Government an annual allowance for
his life of two thousand heads of cowries, or one thousand dollars, at his option.

7. This Engagement to have full force and effect from this day, and until
annulled by Her Britannia Majesty’s Government.

Signed up the Lagoon at Epé, this 28th day of September, 1854.
his his

(Signed) KOSOKO x WHYDOBAH N
mark. mark.

Cahooeeers and Chiefs : his
. his BAGALOO >4

OLOOSEMA >4 meik.

mark. his
his APSEE . >4

OLOTO ixi mark.
‘ mark. his

his OLEESAU M

PELLEW M mai‘k.
mark. hls

TAPA . ETTEE N
his mfirk.

1s

AGENIA mfk. LOMOSA N
his mark.

his

BOSOOPO 111:1. OTCHEODEE N
his mark.

AGAGOO N
mark.
his

OBATCHI N
mark.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL,
» Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul for the Rights of Benin.

THOS. MILLER,
Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Crane,” and Senior

Oficer of the Eights of Benin and Biafm.
In the presence of:

(Signed) HERBERT L. RYVES, Lieut-C'ommander 0f “ Jilinm.”
W. P. BRAUND, Master, Her Majesty’s sloop “ Crane.”
FRANCIS WM. DAVIS, Assistant-Surgeon, “ Minx.” '
GEO. BATT. SCALA, Merchant of Lagos.
W. R.’ HANSEN, Merchant of Lagos. ‘
JOSE PEDRO DA Co USTA ROY, Merchant of Lagos.

. S._B. WILLIAMS, Merchant of Lagos, and Interpreter.

 

N0. 25.

donsul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received February 5, 1855.)

(Extract) Lagos, November 24, I854.

INFORMATION having reached me of the total loss of the “Fore~
runner,” With the mails on board, I have the honour to transmit to your
Lordship a duplicate of my despatch dated October 1, 3" forwarded by
that vessel, incloging the original of an Engagement I had, in conjunction With
Commander Miller, of Her Majesty’s sloop “Crane,” the senior officer of the
Eights Division, entered into with Kosoko and the Whole of his Cabooceers, of
which I now forward your Lordship a copy.

On my first visit to Epé With Lieutenant-Commander Bedingfeld, and at
the interview I had brought about between the Cabooceers of Epé and those of
Lagos, at a small island on the Lagoon, as detailed in my despatch 0f

-" No. 24.
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the 29th of January, *‘ the Cabooceers of Epé pressed very hard that a

limited number of their canoes might be allowed to trade with the merchants at

Lagos, and I promised them that this reasonable request should have all my

support; but, on mentioning this wish of the Epé Cabooceers to Klng Docemo:

and his Chiefs, they unanimously refused the permission, urging the most absurd

reasons, based on their gross superstition. I nevertheless fi'equentiy urged the

request of the Cabooceers on the King and Chiefs ; and I pointed out to them,

in case of their obstinately refusing a request so reasonable, that the result would

be, that Kosoko, his Cabooceers and people, would have a shipping port of

their own on the coast, where they would be abie to trade direct with the-

merchants and supercargoes; that, from their position at Epe’, and their great

command of canoes, they would be able to engros‘s the large trade of the Pro—

Vince of Jaboo, and by shipping their palm oil from the port on the coast,

instead of from Lagos, King Deoemo wouId staffer a considerable diminution of

his revenue. All my arguments and remonstrances were in vain. Docemo and

his Chiefs insisted that the Epé‘ people should have no intercourse with Lagos.

It Was evident that I was opposeri in this matter by some powerful influence.

Notwithstanding this very inimieait eomiuet on the part of King Docemo

and his Chiefs, Kosoko and his Caboooeers rigidiy adhered to theirvverbal promise

to me, not to disturb the canoes trading on the Lagoon; and some months

passed away without any molestation of the free navigation of the surrounding

waters being heard of. During this time Ko‘soko and his Cabooceers occasionally

sent a small canoe to the Consu‘iate, to ascertain Whether the permission to

trade with Lagos had been accorded. Although on these visits the people of

Epé invariably came unarmed, their presence at Lagos gave great offence to the

King and his party ; and, on one occasion, during an hour’s absence from the

Consulate, I learnt on my return, that upwards of 100 armed men from the

the King’s quarter, followers of his Captain Achambong, had been to the Con—

sulate, singing insulting songs, and using threats to the few Epé people who were

quartered under the verandah of the house; in their songs and threats I was

informed I was not Spared.
Upon this manifestation of ill-feeling, I dispatched the Epé messengers

back to their homes, accompanying them myself in my boat about five miles

beyond Lagos ; and I wrote to Kosoko and his Cabooceers, under the then state

of things, not to send their messengers again to Lagos. .

At length rumours became rife, that Kosoko and his Cahoooeers feeling

their isolation, being shut out from all commercial intercourse with Lagos, and

their situation having become irksome and insupportable, were arming largely to

make a desperate move somewhere. It was stated, and it has since turned out

to be correct, that one of their projects was to proceed on to Adu, and from

that town to assist the expelled Badagry Chiefs to regain possession of their

town, which, if accomplished, would have given Kosoko, his Cabooceers and

people, a right to domicile at Badagry. It was further stated, that for some

time past Kosoko had been forwarding his wives, children, and valuables to Adu.

In consequence of the great uneasiness caused by the rumours of these move-

ments, I was urgently requested by the merchants and traders to apply to Com-

mander Miller, of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Crane,” the senior officer of the Bights

Division, to allow Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Minx” to enter the river ; and,
on my showing Commander Miller the importance and urgency ofsuch a step, the
“Minx” crossed the bar, and anchored off the Consulate.

It was then arranged between Commander Miller and myself, that we
should proceed in the “ Minx” to the small island on the Lagoon, and invite
Kosoko’s Cabooceers to a conference. On our arrival at the island we dispatched
a messenger to Tappa and the Cabooceers, inviting them to meet us. In answer
to our invitation, we received an urgent application from Tappa to proceed on to
Epe’, for the purpose, as he stated, of having a personal conference With Kosoko,
who would be sure to pay more attention to our representations, conveyed per—
sonally, than through any of his Cabooceers.

We accordingly proceeded on, and anchored off the town, when Kosoko
sent his messenger to pay his compliments, &c.; and we in return sent mes-
sengers to pay our respects-to him and his Cabooeeers, and to inform them that
we should, after breakfast,1and and inform them of the object of our visit.

* See Class B, presented 1854, No.57.
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We were received, on landing, hy Tappa and all the leading Cabooceers,
and a crowd of people, who manifested a most friendly disposition. After
remaining a short time at Tappa’s house, Kosoko sent word that he was pre-
ared to receive us. I then, with Commander Miller, and some of the oflicers

of the “ Minx,” and accompanied by Tappa, went to Kosoko’s residence, where
we met him, with his Cabooceers. Our reception was a very friendly one; and
I soon entered into the object of our visit, which I informed him was to put
a stop to the uneasiness created by the rumours of his intended attack on
Lagos. To effect this, I had to propose to him to enter into a solemn engage-
ment, not to seek to regain possession of that place, either forcibly or covertly,
and that, in return for such an Engagement, the port at which he should wish
to carry on his trade should be recognised, and that he should receive from Her
Majesty’s Government a moderate annual allowance for the total abandonment
of the Slave Trade by himself and his Cabooceers, &c., and that I would be
prepared on the following morning to submit the Engagement for his consi-
deration and signature and that of his Cabooceers. He promised that my
proposal should that evening be submitted to all his Chiefs, principal and
subordinate; he then invited us to remain and partake of his hospitality, which
we did; and a very well-cooked repast was laid on the table, good wines alone
being wanting, Kosoko himself doing the part of host very creditably. This
over, we returned on board, leaving my interpreter and other persons on shore.
to discuss the terms of the engagement with Tappa and the other influential
Cabooceers, and to point out the advantages to be derived by them through it.

On the morrow, we again landed with the proposed engagement fairly
written. It was submitted to Kosoko and a very full number of his Chief's,
every Article being first interpreted into the Portuguese language, which many of
them speak fluently, and afterwards into the country language. After a patient
and well—conducted discussion on the different Articles of the Engagement, in
which considerable acuteness and intelligence was displayed, Kosoko rose up to
put his mark to the paper, expressing his hope that he would be allowed to die
at Lagos, and not in exile. After placing his mark, he called on all the
Cabooceers to subscribe to the Engagement, which they all did.

The question of a limited number of their canoes being allowed to trade
with Lagos was again raised, and I promised that now all fears of an attempt of
a forcible recovery of Lagos being removed, I would, on my return thither,
insist on King Docemo and his Chiefs consenting to their canoes trading freely
with the merchants at Lagos.

On the nature of the engagement concluded with Kosoko becoming well
understood by Docemo and his Chiefs, they have, at last, not only freely con-
sented to the Epé canoes visiting Lagos, but they have, at my suggestion, fenced
in a large space of ground for a market for the Epé people; the people
'of Lagos expecting,‘ in return, that they will have free liberty to trade with the
markets at and about Epe’. This will follow as a matter of course, and I hope
shortly to have the satisfaction of seeing people who, a few months since, could
not meet without a strong desire to destroy each other, meeting in friendly
commercial intercourse.

This market-place will also serve alternately for the Porto Novo amt
Badagry traders.

And now, having succeeded in opening a free intercourse along the Lagoon
from Epé to Porto Novo, a distance of 120 miles, I hope very shortly to see
removed, through the influence of legitimate commerce, all those animosities and
enmities which have so long existed between the peoples of Lagos, Epé,
Badagry, and Porto Novo.

 

CLASS B.
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No. 26.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—-—(Received February; 5, 1855.)

My Lord, Lagos, December 1, 1854.

I HAVE the satisfaction to report to your Lordship that no information of

any shipment of slaves from the Eight of Benin has reached me since that made

on board the late French brig “ Cmsar,” reported in my. despatqh of the 12th

August of this year. L _

The shipment of slaves by this vessel has been the cause of much vexation

to Captain Du Creste ViHeneuve, commanding the French naval division in the

Bights, as your Lordship will perceive by the inclosed postscript to a letter I

received from Captain Villeneuve.
It appears to have been, on the part of the Whydah slave-dealers, a most

reckless adventure, as the officers of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Arab,” Who had been

called upon to survey the “ Caesar,” declared her to be in most uhseaworthy and

dangerous state.
The number of slaves shipped on board the “ Caesar” has been variously

stated. It appears, by accounts most worthy of credit, that she carried away

about 420 slaves. '
I am informed that the slave-dealers at and about Whydah have taken the

alarm at the news of the seizure of two of their cargoes of slaves by the

authorities in Cuba, and at the probable loss of that by the “ 0463M ;” they are

now resuming the palm-oil trade, and those who can are removing to Ahgwey and

other ports, to get clear of the exorbitant emotions of the King of Dahomey

and those of his Chiefs ruling at Whydah, Which nothing but a euccessful Slave

Trade can support.
I have, &c.

(Signed) B. OAMPBELL.

 

, Inclosure in No. 26.

Captain Villeneute to Consul Campbell.

Mon Cher Consul, Samedi soir.

JE reeois e l’instant une lettre du Commandant du “ Crane,” qui m’apprend

1e depart du brick le “ Ce’sar” twee des esclaves. .
C’est une affaire que je deplore, et que je n’ai pfi empécher. En deux mots,

voici ce qui s’est passe. Le “ Ceis‘ar” a été jugé innavigable, d’zthord par une

commission du brick “l’Arabe,” et plus tard par une contre-visite d’une couunis- ,

sion de mon bord. Le navire, qui était assure, devenait a ‘ce moment. la propriété

des assureurs; et en l’absence de ceux-ci 1e capitaine du brick devenait charge

de leurs intéréts. J6 voulais Conduire 1e “ Ce’sar ” au Gabon pour le vendre, et

le faire servir dans le fleuve. Mais i1 fallait 1e faire naviguer sens 121 response-

biljté de quelqu’un ; et personne n’a. voulu accepter cette charge. On ne pouvzdt

1e taisser pourrir devant Whydah, car les assureurs auraient fait poursuivre ; et

pulsqu’on trouvait a le vendre, 1e eapitaine du “ Ce’sar” at om de son devoir,

pour l’inte’rét des assureurs, de vendre 1e navire. Le vente s’est fait pendant

mon absence de la céte, sans cela j’aurais pfi agir' pour qu’il ne ffit pas vendu
aux .Portugais de VVhydah. Le commandant du “ Crane” m’écrit qu’il est

part1 avec 700 esclaves ; je connais 1e brick, et s’il en a pris 300, i1 en aura mis
dansees hunes.’ Ce n’est que hier e la nuit, quand j’apparefllais de Whydah,
que J’al appris imparfaitement la chose, par l’officier que j’avais envoyé a herd
du “ Dolphin.” Si je n’avais par été aussi pressé, j’aurais e’clairci cette afl'aire,
qui d’ailleurs n’est pas perdue pour attendrer

Tout a vous, ,
(Signé) DE VILLENEUVE.
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N0; 27.

Consul Campbell t0 the Earl of Clarendom—(Received February 5, 1855.)

My Lord, Lagos, December 1, 1854.

WITH reference to the large capture of Egbas made by Kosoko’s war-

people, in sight of the King’s house at Lagos, as reported to your Lordship in

my deepatch of the 20th December of last year,* and to the steps I had taken in

obedience to your Lordship’s instructions to obtain the restoration of the Egbas

remaining in the hands of Kosoko’s people; I have now the honour to report,

that on my late visit to Epe’, I learnt from one of the war-captains, named

Abadge, himself an Egba man, and a leading Captain of the expedition Which

effected the capture of the Eghas, that nearly the Whole of them had been

redeemed by their relatives; that the few remaining unredeemed were kept in

the households of the Cabooceers, waiting the arrival of their friends to redeem

them. On my telling Abadge that I had been informed that some of the Egbas
had been sold in the Benin, he assured me such was not the case, for that slaves

brought a very low price in Benin, and that, by keeping the captured Egbas,

their friends redeemed them at a price considerably above the mere value of a
slave. He further informed me that the capture of these people was a “matter

of money,” undertaken by the Captains of the Cabooceers. who, from being
deprived of all trade, were become in want of the means of living.

I ought here to mention a circumstance to your Lordship of which I was
credibly informed. 0n the arrival of the Egba prisoners, Senhor Lima, thinking

he recognised some among them Who had been present at the attack on the

sieve factories at Jahoo, some months previous, was very anxious to purchase

them; the eagerness he evinced raised a suspicion in the mind of Agineah’s

captain, who had captured them, that it was Lima’s intention to torture and

kill them ; he therefore refused to sell them to. Lima at any price. Lima sought

the interference of Kosoko, but he, being made acquainted With the reason of

the Captain’s refusal to sell them to Lima, supported the Captain in his refusal.
This Senhor Lima, who possessed so much evil influence over the mind of

Koso’xo, and who had acted as his Chef d’Artillerie, died at Epé, of dysentery,

about six months since. Kosoko buried him with a great display of native

military honours ; the cannon in the town were fired during the whole day, and

other ceremonies gone through, suitable, as he supposed, to a white man of rank
and importance.

To his death, and the removal of his evil influence, I attribute, in a great

measure, Kosoko’s present pacific disposition, and the little reluctance he

evinced to sign an engagement whereby he has bound himself to abandon e11
Slave Trade for the future.

I have, &c.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 28.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received February 5, 1855.)

My Lord, Lagos, Decewiber 2, 1854.

WHEN Kosoko and his Cabooceers had signed the Engagement, they
expressed'a wish to be furnished with an English flag to hoist at Palma, their
port of trade; and: that one of Her Majesty’s vessels should proceed there, and
by firing a salute proclaim the opening of the port.

Commander Miller, in his report to Commodore Adams of his proceedings,
mentioned this wish to the Commodore.

Commander Miller’s proceedings at Epé, in conjunction with me, having
met the entire approval of Commodore Adams, I was invited by the Commodore,
on the occasion of my paying my official visit to him on board the .“ Scourge,”

‘3' See Class B, presented 1854, No. 55.
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to accompany him to Palma, in order to carry out the wishes of Kosoko and his
Cabooceers. I accordingly embarked on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Scourge,”
and on the 27th ultimo proceeded with Commodore Adams tq Palma; Com-

mander Miller in Her Majesty’s ship “ Crane” preceding us some hours.

On the afternoon of the 28th ultimo Kosoko and the whole of his Cabooceers

arrived at Palma from Epé. The following morning boats were sent outside

the surf to bring the Cabooceers on board the “ Scourge,” the Commodore

having invited them. Unfortunately the surf was that day very bad, and only

Tappa and a few of the Captains would venture through it. ‘

On their arrival on board the “ Scourge,” they met with a most kind reception

fi'omCommodoreAdams, and were received with all due honours. The huge ] 0-inch
gun and the large shot belonging to it struck them with astonishment. The Com-

modore ordered the gun to be fired at full charge and a high elevation, and the
distance to which they threw so large a ball greatly surprised the party : some
shells were also fired OH. The marines were put through their exercise, and the
seamen through the cutlass exercise. This last was looked upon with great
interest, it being quite novel to the visitors. The Commodore then went round
the ship with the intelligent Tappa, explaining through an interpreter the
various departments. The engine-room, its cleanliness, extent, arid the (to them)
Wonderful mechanism of the engine, created a profound astonishment; and I
feel certain that Tappa then felt more than ever the inutility of attempting to
resist British power.

On the departure of Tappa and his party the salute was fired. It was
returned by volleys of musketry from the Shore, where the English ensign which
had been forwarded to Kosoko was flying.

I have, &c.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 29.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendom—(Received February 5, 1855.)

My Lord, Lagos, December 5, 1854.

ON my late visit to Porto Novo, and in conversation with the King
relative to Slave Trade matters, he suggested that the Chiefs of Adu and
Okeadon, two important towns on the road from the interior, the former leading
to Badagry, the latter to Whydah and Porto Novo, should be invited to conclude
Treaties the same as the seaboard Chiefs ; stating that by opposing the passage of
slaves destined for the coast through their towns, they would effect much good.

The King of Agido, a rather large town some ten miles east of Badagry,
expressed his willingness to conclude an Anti-Slave Trade Treaty: he assumed
the sovereignty of this town about nine months since. It was during an
interregnum that Mayoo built the large barracoon for Domingo Martins, the
Walls of which are still standing.

Should your Lordship approve of Treaties being concluded with these
Chiefs, it will be requisite, I believe, for me to be empowered by your Lordship
to do so ; in that case I have to pray your Lordship to direct that some blank
Treaties on parchment be forwarded to this Consulate.

, I have, 850.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 30.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received February 5, 1855.)

(Extract) Lagos, December 5, 1854.

SENHOR MARCO BORGES FERRAS, formerly extensively engaged in
Slave Trade at this place, and who with other slaVe-dealers was expelled from
Lagos on the present King Docemo coming into power, has lately landed here
on the plea of recovering a large quantity of palm oil due to him by various
traders in this place.
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He had previously addressed me several times from Accra, praying me
to grant him leave to return to Lagos to recover payment of debts due to
him.

I replied to him, that he had been expelled from Lagos by the King, who
was bound by his Treaty With Her Majesty’s Government to expel all slave-
traders from his territories, and that the permission to return to Lagos did not
rest with me.

Senhor Marco (as he is most commonly called) landed here from Accra per
last mail-steamer “Bacchante.” Knowing that he really has a considerable
quantity of palm oil due to him, I have requested the King to allow Senhor
Marco to remain three months at Lagos to obtain payment of the debts due
to him.

Another of the slave-traders, a Senhor Jambo, has also been here in the
character of supercargo for a month past. He landed a quantity of Brazil
tobacco from a brig whose name I have not been able to learn, and sent the
brig back to Whydah, I believe for a further supply, while he remained on shore.
The brig returned this morning to Lagos Roads.

I shall not fail, my Lord, to keep a watchful eye on the movements of these
people.

 

No. 31.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 5, 1855.)

(Extract.) Lagos, December 6, 1854.

I DO myself the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
deepatch of the let Septemberfi" disapproving of the measures I had taken for
the removal of Mayoo, the late Chief of Badagry.

Shortly after assuming my duties at this place I received a letter from
Mayoo, informing me that the King of Porto Novo was preparing to reinstate
the original Chiefs of Badagry, and praying my interference. I wrote to the
King of Porto Novo, requesting him not to take any hostile steps againt Mayoo,
and that I would, on the return of the dry season, proceed to Badagi'y and Porto
Novo, and endeavour to arrange their differences amicably,

In the mean time reports reached me of the open and constant violation by
Mayoo of his Slave Treaty engagements, and I sought, through the correspon-
dence on Slave Trade, and from other sources, to make myself acquainted With
the recent history of Badagry, and of the causes which brought about the
rebellion by Mayoo, the late King Akitoye’s people, and the Sierra Leone
emigrants, all mere sojourners at Badagry, which ended in the expulsion of the
legitimate Chiefs and the substitution of Mayoo.

No event that has occurred in this distracted and unsettled country, not
even Kosoko’s forcible expulsion from Lagos, has created the discontent and
dissatisfaction which the expulsion of the Badagry Chiefs did; the agency by
Which it was brought about, and the base ingratitude of the principal actors in
the afiair, excited indignation throughout the country, except with the parties
benefitting by it —— the Egbas, Mayoo’s followers, and the Sierra Leone
emigrants, Who all supplied Domingo Martins with slaves. It was also regarded
by the whole of the Popoes, of whom the King of Dahomey is the head, by the
Jaboos, and by Kosoko’s strong party, as the first step towards making the
Egbas the masters of the whole seaboard from Porto Novo to Lagos.

In my conversation with the King of Porto, and with all other Chiefs,
I have not failed to assure them that Her Majesty’s Government have no inten-
tion of assisting the Egbas to make themselves masters of countries not belonging
to them, that all the tribes enjoy its sympathy and goodwill, and that those
Chiefs who rigidly carry out their Treaty obligations to suppress the Slave Trade,
and promote legitimate commerce, Will enjoy its friendship.

Deeply as I regret to have incurred your Lordship’s censure by my inter—
ference in the restoration of the rightful Badagry Chiefs, it is some satisfaction
to me to be able to report to your Lordship that their restoration, and the
engagement entered into with Kosoko, have been the means of dissolving a most

5* No. 13.
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formidable combination Which had been formed by the Kings of Dahomey and

Porto Novo and the whole of the Popoes, the Kings of the Provinces of Jaboo’

and Ibaddan, together with Kosoko and his strong party, to surround Abbeokuta.

during the ensuing dry season, and make a grand effort: to destroy the tOWn.

This powerful combination is now dissolved, and the ng ofDahomey has

sent his messengers (in company with those of the Egbas, Who had been several

months at Dahomey) to declare his willingness to be at peace.

There are many circumstances in connection With the Badagry insurrection,

and Which followed it, upon Which the Chiefs of the Popoe ancl other countries

founded their apprehensions that the Egbas would, with English assistance,

make themselves masters of their countries, of which 1 think it‘will be desirable

Her Majesty’s Government should be informed. At my earliest leisure I will

draw up a report of the same, with a short history of the town, for your Lord-

shipis information.
, If I had studied my personal ease and convenience, I should have disregarded

Mayoo’s application to interfere with the King of Porto Novo. rl‘he consequences

would have been a fierce struggle between the Popoes, with the King ofDahomey

and Kosoko’s forces on one side, for the reinstatement of Wawu and the other

Chiefs, their countrymen, and the Egbas and Mayoo’s weak force on the other

side, to retain him at Badagry; a struggle that would have thrown everything

into confusion, interrupted the peaceful pursuit of legitimate commerce, and,

instead of the present peaceful state of things, with the Lagoon from Godomey

near to VVhydah to beyond Epé (a distance of 150 miles) bearing on its waters

canoes laden with palm oil and other productions, these same canoes wouldlhave

been filled with armed men, kidnapping and fighting, feeding the Slave Trade,

and rendering the situation of Lagos critical and insecure.

I hope this explanation, together with the circumstance that the mainte-

nance of peace in these parts is considered to be my duty, will, my Lord,

partially remove the unfavourable View taken by your Lordship of my conduct

with regarzl to Bedagry.

 

No. 32.

Umml Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.~—(Received February 5, 1855.)

My Lord, Lagos, December 7, 1854.

ON looking over the printed correspondence, Class B, received at this

Consulate by the last mail, I perceive that Her Majesty’s Consul at Bahia, in

transmitting his periodical returns of vessels trading between that port and the

coast of Africa, notices the very large shipments made to the coast of tobacco

and rum by those vessels; and he very justly suspects that a large portion of

this tobacco and'rum must be intended for the purchase of slaves for exportation

to Cuba. , '
From inquiries made I learn that at least 80 per cent. of the tobacco and

rum shipped from Bahia is consigned to, or purchased by, Domingo Martinez;

and that he has in store, at this moment, some 8,000 rolls of the former.

I also learn that this roll-tobacco is almost the only article battered for

slaves.
,Domingo Martinez, about this time last year, sent circulars to the Bristol

and Liverpool houses engaged in the palm—oil trade on the coast, that he would

furnish them with cargoes of palm oil at the rate of four gallons and a half for a

Spanish dollar. This offer holding out, With the then and present prices of palm
oil, the prospect of large profit, several vessels were sent to him, particularly

from Bristol, with specie.
The first vessels that arrived were loaded in due course ; but as the natives

who manufacture palm oil do not require specie, and but a very small quantity

of tobacco in payment for it, the supply of palm oil fell off, notwithstanding that

Domingo Martinez, in consequence of the Badagry trade being closed, possessed

the entire monopoly of the trade, of which he made a most tyrannical use, thus
discouraging the natives to manufacture it.
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The captains and supercargoes of these" vessels appear to have delivered

their specie, and a quantity of expensive plate ordered by Domingo, without

stipulating the time within which he should undertake to load the vessels, or, in

fact, making any Written agreement with him whatever. As a consequence, I

am informed, seven or eight vessels, representing nearly 3,000 tons, are now,

some only partially loaded, and others have received no portion of their cargoes

whatever; and further, Domingo Martinez has told the captains, after keeping

them waiting eight, nine, and ten months, that he will. not furnish them with

cargoes except at an increased price for the oil, namely, three gallons to the

dollar. .
Domingo Martinez has sent presents and messages to the King of Porto

Novo, with a view to get the King to send the traders with their palm oil to

sell to him; but the Kingy has refused to exercise any arbitrary power in the

matter, and the traders are keeping their oil to sell to the first vessel that

arrives at Badagry to trade. ‘

Roll tobacco being the article almost exclusively paid for slaves, affords a

fair indication from whence comes the supply of slaves that are sold to Domingo

Martinez and the other Slave-dealers ; of this article there has been but a poor

supply at Lagos, until lately that Senhor Jrambo has landed a quantity, the

greater part of which has been bought by the woman Tinnaboo on credit, and

it is strongly suSpected is to be paid for in slaves forwarded to Whydah, by way

of Abbeokuta and Okeadan; Whereas the markets in Abbeokuta are, and have

been for some time past, glutted with tobacco, thus confirming statements

repeatedly made to me by all classes, that the Egbas are the greatest slave—

dealers throughout Yoruba. v

With regard to the Sardinian vessels mentioned in the returns furnished by

Mr. Consul Morgan, as trading with the coast of Africa, I beg permission, my

Lord, to furnish you With the following information. The “ Ad-ige,” “ Fulmine,”

“Iridc,” “ Giuseppina ;” these four are fast-sailing vessels, built for the Slave

Trade, and after landing their cargoes of roll tobacco and rum on the coast, are

ready, if a good opportunity offers, to take a freight of slaves across to Cuba

or Brazils; being under heavy bond not to sell the vessels on the coast, the

Sardinian captains must see their way clear, and free from risk, before they will

engage to ship slaves ; hence the reason of their hovering so long on the coast,

The “ Volatrice,” mentioned in Return page 246, has been wrecked on one

of the Canary Islands. _

The “ Adige,” “ Lemigna,” and “ Porto Mauricio,” have taken cargoes of

palm oil to England. The Sardinian vessels now on the coast are the “ hide,”

“Judita,” loading with oil at Palma; the “Maria,” and the “Destina” daily

expected. Two Sardinian vessels, the barque “ Bella Leandra,” and brig

“ Luigina,” both left this about a month since for London, with full cargoes of

palm oil. Of the other vessels mentioned in Consul Morgan’s returns, the

Austrian barque “ Melinka,” I have reason to believe, left Porto Novo for

England laden With palm oil.
The Portuguese barque “ Linda. Flor” brought 230 self-emancipated Africans

as passengers from Bahia. After landing them here, I requested the senior naval

officer off Lagos not to allow the “Linda Flor” to leave the roadstead until her

extra water-casks, passenger-deck, and extra cooking utensils were landed, and

I know that my request was strictly attended to, and the vessel sailed without 0

these equipments.
The French vessels trading regularly, apparently, between Bahia and this

part of the coast, belong, I believe, to the French factory at Whydah, except the

“ Leonine,” which brought a cargo of roll tobacco and rum for Mr. Sandeman,

an English merchant of this place.
1 have, &c.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.
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No. 33.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 5, 1855.)

My Lord, Lagos, December 12, 1854.

ABOUT six weeks since, a youth about sixteen years of age brought me a
letter from Mr. White, the Church Missionary schoolmaster residing at the old
town ’of Lagos, stating that the youth had complained to him that his mother
and grandmother had been cruelly put to death by one of the Ghiefs of Lagos,
named Olomohong, for political reasons founded on gross superstition.

Rumours of secret murders being committed at Lagos reaching me fi‘om
time to time, I thought it necessary to take formal notice of this case, and I
deputed some respectable Sierra Leone emigrants to accompany Mr. Williams,
the interpreter attached to the Consulate, to the King’s house, to request him to
institute an inquiry into the matter. This was done; and Iheg to forward, in
original, the report of Mr. Williams, and of the Sierra Leone emigrants who
accompanied him to be present at the inquiry.

From the statements of the youth and the two children, all very intelligent,
it would appear that on the occasion of Her Majesty’s steamer “ Minx ” passing
that part of the town where the King’s house is situated, a great crowd of
persons were collected to see the vessel pass, the channel being close in shore;
the mother and grandmother were among the crowd, and they were overheard
to express a wish that the vessel might bring back their King, Kosoko; this
being reported to Olomobong, he put them both in chains, and charged them
With exercising witchcraft to kill him and his family. The youth was sent on
an errand some distance of by Olomobong, to be out of the way, and the
children state, that one evening soon after, the King’s stafi'came to Olomobong’s
house for their mother and grandmother, who were taken away, and they never
saw them after.

Learning from the children that they in reality did not belong to Olcmo-
bong, and that they had an aunt living at Epé who would be glad to receive
them, I requested King Docemo to deliver to me‘ the youth and the two
children to forward to their aunt; as it was evident that Olomobong would,
after what hadpassed, either kill the children secretly, or sell them. In a few
days the youth and children were sent to the Consulate, and I had an oppor—
tunity soon after of forwarding them to their aunt.

There has been a good deal of talk among the King’s Chiefs on this
matter, and Olomobong and the others are indignant at what they call my
interference in their private matters ; that having bought their slaves With their
own money, they have a right to do what they please with them ; and that they
cannot suffer a foreigner to interfere and put down their customs and those of
their ancestOrs ; and much more such like talk.

Considering that the lives of these two women were sacrificed to appease
the superstitious belief of Olomohong in Witchcraft, and that the putting them
to death was a breach of Article VII of the Treaty Concluded by the late King
Akitoye with Rear-Admiral Bruce on behalf of Her Majesty, on the lst January,
18 5 21 thought it strictly my duty to interfere, as I have above reported to
yo u IL'ordship ;’ and I trust my doing so will meet with your Lordship’s
approval.

I have, 81c.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclosure in No. 33.

Mr. Williams, and others, to Consul Campbell.

Dear Sir, Ologbowo, Lagos, November 13, 1854.
ACCQRDING to your request, on the 13th of November instant, we,

the underSIgned, have called upon His Majesty King Docemo, and requested him
to.sen.d for Olumaghon, and when he came We delivered our message to the
King 1n the presence of the said Olumagbon; that two women by the name of
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Lasike and Abeji (this Lasike is the mother of Abeji, and the said Abeji is the

mother of three children by the name of Fiabi, Bioku, and Toguwa); and that

these three children brought complaints to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul of

Lagos that the said Olumagbon has murdered the above-named Lasike and

Abeji on the 23rd of September last; and the day previous to their murder he

sent the eldest of the children to a village called Ibese, and at his returning

from Ibese, the said Olumagbon told him that his mother has taken a poison

from Epé on purpose of poisoning the people.

The King then called Olumagbon in question, who states as follows: that

just, as the deceased had served him he also served them in return, and that he

buy them with his own money.
We then asked him if he mean to say that he killed them? He replied

that many of his relation died, and some of his children, both sexes, and that

himself was reduced to poverty through them; for this reason he put them in

prison, and that they die in prison.
We therefore inquire what kills them ? and how many days were they in

imprisonment? He replied, I cannot tell. _

We ask him how many days one die before the other? He said all died

the same day, and buried them the same day in his house. But why do you

ask me such questions C’ I pay my money for them.

We then turn our question to the King, and said, if anybody buy a slave,

did he allow to kill that slave? The King replied, no.
Previous to out going to the King, the children told us that this Olumagbon

gave charge to all his wives that whoever mention anything about the death of

these two women, he will either kill or sell such an one. From his own

statements we concluded that he murdered them with his own hand.
(Signed) S. B. WILLIAMS.

JAMES GOODING.
J. WOLLIDGE.
J. R. THOMAS.
J. M. TURNER.
J. C. DAVID.

 

No. 34.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received February 13, 1855.)

My Lord, ' Lagos, December 19, 1854.

I BEG to transmit for your Lordship’s information copy of a letter I

addressed by this packet to Mr. Consul Morgan at Bahia, with the copy of the

translation of a letter to Mr. Morgan.
Not being able to get perfect translations at this place of any letter or

document in the Portuguese 01' Spanish languages, I thought it best to forward

the original letter itself.
I hope I have not been guilty of any irregularity in thus corresponding

direct with Mr. Consul Morgan, my object being to save delay; and that your
Lordship Will, under the circumstances, approve of my having done so.

The transactions'of the Slave Trade merchants at Bahia being almost

exclusively with Domingo Martins and the other slave-dealers at Whydah,

Aghwey, &c., I beg respectfully to suggest to your Lordship that it would tend

to thwart the Operations of slaye-dealers, if Her Majesty’s Consul at Bahia be

instructed to communicate the equipmentof vessels, or any Slave Trade move-
ments at that port, through Her Majesty’sConsul at Tenerifi'e, either to the

Senior Officer of the Eights Division, or to this Consulate.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

CLASS B.
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Inclosure 1 in No. 34.

Consul Campbell to Consul Morgan.

Sir, Lagos, Decemlfier 14, 1854.

I BEG to transmit you a letter I have receiver] irom a yepng Portuguese
or Brazilian. who has been living in a subordinate capacity With some slave-
traders at Whydah. . .. .

I have reason to place some confidence in the statements cqntamed m.this
letter, as some information I received from the same party about a year smce,
proved to be correct.

The writer of this letter lived there formerly, and when the whole bociy of
sl'ave-traders were expelled, there was a desire to retain him on account of the
information he was able and willing to give of the manoeuvres of the slave-
traders; they, however, carried him away forcibly with them.

I have reason to suspect that the American barque alluded to in the letter
is the “ Carrier Pidgeon ” of New York, belongingyto a Mr. J. A. Machado, of
that city, a Portuguese by birth, but now a naturalised citizen of the United
States, and formerly extensively engaged in Slave Trade; the locale of his
operations being between the Portuguese settlements on the south coast,
Mozamhitgue on the eastern coast, and Rio Janeiro. ’

The “ Carrier Pidgeon” arrived about this time last year at VVhydah
(Ajuda), laden solely with lumber; she was vigilantly watched by our cruizers,
and left the coast, ’tis said, after a stay of several months with sufficient paim
oil to ballast her. After her departure the slave—traders boasted that the
“ Carrier Pidgeon ” had been sent merely as a decoy, to attract the attention of
the cruizers. While smaller vessels made their escape with their cargoes of slaves.

I have reason to believe that most of the siavers that escaped from the
Bight of Benin some months since were protected by the American flag; as,
however, they throw off this protection after having embarked the slaves, it is
only on your side of the ocean that vessels so protected on this side can be
captured.

There is a Portuguese brig laying in this roadstead of a suspicious character:
she is called the “ Liberalf’ her captain’s name B. J. Noguierra; she is
apparently Oporto built; is heavily masted and sparred, the masts raking
slightly; she has on board about 120 puncheons of palm oil, and ’tis said is
Soylnd to Bahia; the parties interested in her on this .side are old slave-
e ers.

I forward this through Her Majesty’s Consul at Tenerifie to save delay, and
I hope that Her Majesty’s Secretary of State will approve of my having
done so. '

I have, &c.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

‘ Inclusive? in No. 34.

at ’X‘ * to Consul Campbell.

(Translation)
Respected Sir, Lagos, December 6, 1854.

HAVING been looked upon at Whydah as a spy giving information
resPecting the Traffic in Slaves, in consequence of a letter I wrote to Mr. Hansen
informing him of a schooner that was expected from Bahia, and was coming out
by order of Domingo José Martins, I was obliged to leave that place at the peril
of my life. This gentleman has a large number ofslaves on hand (which, report
says is more than 2,000); he has therefore sent lately an order for a larger
vessel,which I believe is to be an American barque, chartered by Joaquim Pera.
Marinho e Co., merchants of Bahia ; she will first go to Porto Novo to
discharge a part of her cargo, and then go on to Whydah to discharge the rest
(rum and tobacco) to-Senhor José Maria Cora. Brandao, and prepare to receive
her other cargo. Mr. D. José Martins Will not ship slaves at Porto Novo, in
consequence'df mercantile connection he has with some English houses. In the
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Yervogar’s house at Whydah is an immense number of siaves belonging to that

gentleman ready for shipment.

At Porto Novo town is an Ebbar man called José do Paraizo, that was a

babarit to Mr. Martins; this man is employed by Mr. Corlas José de Souza

Nobre and other traders at Whydah to buy slaves for them, under pretence of

buying them for hammock men.
I have, &c.

(Signed) ”’9 ’1‘ *5

P.S.-—The destined point at Bahia is some new place outside the harbour

that belongs to a Mr. Thomas Pera. Geumuaho, but I do not know the particular

name of the place; there was a place inside the bay, an island, called “Ilhos

dos Frades ” (Isles of the Friars). "

 

N0. 35.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendonp—(Rece‘ived February 13, 1855.)

(Extract) Lagos, December 20, 1854.

THE investigation into the case of the sacrifice of the two women, as

reported to your Lordship in my despatch of the 12th instant, has been

the means of bringing to my knowledge a most fearful sacrifice of human life

which took place after the death of Akitoye, and on the occasion of the present

King making what is called the “ customs” at his father’s funeral.

In my despatch of last year, dated October Ist,1' I reported to your

Lordship that I felt myself at liberty to say that no human sacrifices had

been made after the death of the late King Akitoye. As regards the sacrifices

heretofore made on the death of a King of Lagos of several of his wives and

domestic slaves, I have since had no reason to doubt the truthfulness of my

re ort. - .

P It now appears, however, that a number of the prisoners captured on the

flight of Koso‘ko and his Cabooceers, on the occasion When the Commander-in-

chief sent a force of boats under Commander Phillips, of the “ Polyphemus,” and

reexpelled Kosoko from Lagos, in all about 80, were, from the death of Akitoye

to the conclusion of the customs, killed in various ways; some being allowed to

die the lingering death of starvation, others being beat to death with clubs, others,

more mercifully, shot dead, or killed by decapitation, and a few drowned.

My information of these fearful proceedings proceeds from a young man

Who was himself a prisc'mer, and one of the intended victims, and an eye-witness

of the dreadful massacres. Having been taught to read and write the Portuguese

language, he sent me a detail of these shocking deeds in writing. He, himself,

appears to have been saved towards the conclusion of the fi‘ightful tragedy,

through the earnest intercession of his mother, who had also been taken

prisoner by one of Akitoye’s captains, and retained by him as a. wife. The

young man has since been taken on King Docemo's establishment, as one of his

attendants.
It appears, from his statement, which I hesitate to give in its atrocious

details, that Akitoye was averse to shedding blood, and opposed to the killing of

the prisoners ; but no sooner was be dead, than the woman Tinnaboo, with her

husband Badda, who it appears is head executioner to the King, visited the prison

from time to time ; and aftei' reproaching the goalers for giving too much water

and provisions to the prisoners, would select one of these unfortunate people,

and with their own hands dispatch him. Several were killed in detail in this

manner,until the occasion of King Docemo making the “ customs” at his father’s

funeral, when, it appears, the remainder, about 20, were dispatched in one

ni ht.
g Inow perfectly recollect, during the time these customs lasted, and when

I exercised the greatest vigilance to ascertain whether any of the late King’s wives

or domestic slaves were being sacrificed {being quite ignorant by those persons

who at that time professed to keep me Informed of what was passing, of there

* Barber. '1- See Class B, presented'ls‘54, No. 38.
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being any prisoners in the King’s jail—having heard, and being led to believe,

that all those persons captured from Kosokol’s party had been sold at Badagry

and Agido), that Mr. Marsh, one of the Sierra Leone .people, awoke me one

midnight, to tell me that his wife was in the greatest distress otimind, having

heardyfrom some acquaintance that a great slaughter of human beings was then

taking place on the. King’s premises, and that early next morning I set on foot

inquiries; but my attention being directed (inugnorance 0f the prisoners), solely

to whether any sacrifices of the late King’s Wives and slaves had taken place, I

learnt nothing of the fate of the unfortunate prisoners. _

Among the names furnished to me of several of the prisoners put. to a

violent death, I recognize the name of one of the self-emanmpated Africans from

Brazil, named Rufino. On one of my visits to Epé, and m conversation with

Tappa, he remarked that Kosoko had been .charged with acts of cruelty and

with sacrificing many lives; but that crueltles were now cornnntted, and hves

sacrificed in Lagos, to a great extent; and he Wished me to satisfy myself of the

fact, and particularly to make inquiries as to What had become of this same

Rufino. I did so”; and learnt from some of the Brazilian emigrants that he had

been put to death by Docemo’s people, they suspecting him of communicating

with Kosoko ; but the Brazilians entreated me to make no stir in the matter, for,

if it came to the knowledge of the King or his people that they: had communi-

cated anything to me relative to their countryman’s death, Rufino’s fate would

soon be theirs. In my informant’s list, Rufino 15 stated to have been foreibly

torn from his house, carried to the prison, stabbed to death by the executioners

(of whom it appears there are four), and the body afterwards sunk, with weights

attached, in the Lagoon.
'

I should inform your Lordship that the barbarous custom of sacrificing

some of the wives and domestic slaves on the death of African kings, arises

from the superstitious belief that after death in this world they instantly pass

into life in another world, where they will require the services of‘ those who had

administered to their comfort and added to their importance in this world.

This superstition is by no means confined to this part of Africa: it prevails

also among the pagan natives in the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, but is not

carried out there to the frightful extent it is in this great Slave Trade quarter

of Africa; the Chiefs there being generally poor, and possessing but few wives

and domestic slaves. ‘

The slaughter of these unfortunate prisoners was therefore dictated by a

fiendish spirit of revenge, which overcame all feelings of avarice; for there was

not one of these prisoners but would have been redeemed at a heavy ransom

had their lives been spared, as the following case related by my informant will

show. A favourite Captain of Agineah’s, captured during the flight, fell into the

hands ofone ofMayoo’s people at Badagry : immediately it was known to Tinnaboo

she despatched a well-known ferocious captain of hers, with a quantity of

cowries, to buy the man at any price, and he was purchased by this fellow at

double the usual slave price, Who immediately took the prisoner to the fetish

bush outside the town of Badagry, and put him to death in a manner too

horrible to relate. Abadgee, another of Agineah’s captains, who had the good

fortune to make his escape from Lagos, on hearing that his friend and country-

man was in the hands of the Badagry peeple, also sent a large sum in cowries to

redeem him, and to pass him on to Abbeokuta. Abadgee's messenger on his

arrival at Badagry found that the footsteps of revenge had outstripped those of

friendship, and that the unfortunate man had suffered a most horrible death.
I have not yet brought my knowledge of these frightful deeds to the notice

of King Docemo, as in the present feverish state of the town, arising from the
return of some of the old slave-dealers, who have been welcomed by the King,

the Whole of the Chiefs, and Tinnaboo, and the hopes they now all entertain of
a revival of the Slave Trade, it would be impolitic so to do, and might endanger

the peace of the town. And further it will be necessary for me, before doing so,
to secure the safety of my informant, Docemo having given out that he Will
put to death any Lagos people who inform the Consul of what passes in his
town.

Ihave deemed it my duty to bring to your, Lordship’s notice this gross
and painful violation of Article VII of the Treaty on the part of King Docemo
and his Chiefs.
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No. 36.

Consul Campbell to the Earl qf Clarendon.——(Receivecl February 13, 1855.)

(Extract) Lagos, December 21, 1854. i

I HAVE to report to your Lordship that a decided attempt is being made
to revive the Slave Trade at this place.

Senhor Marcos Borges Ferras, commonly known as Senhor Marco, a
. Senhor Jambo, and a Senhor Joaquim Pereira Machado, all old slave-traders at

this place, and expelled with several others when the present King Docemo
came into power, have lately returned to Lagos, and been very favourably
received by the King, his Chiefs, and the woman Tinnaboo.

Senhor Marco arrived from Accra by the steam maiLi—packet “ Bacchante.”
Senhor Jambo, with an assistant, came in the Portuguese brig “ Liberal,” having
a quantity of roll tobacco on board, and part of a cargo of palm oil. Senhor
Joaquim Pereira Machado, with his assistant, Leonardo Pereira Morals, a clerk
to Domingo Martins, arrived in the Sardinian brig “ Destino,” having a small
quantity of rum and a large quantity of roll tobacco on board, ostensibly to
purchase palm oil, but really to purchase slaves, as the “ Destino” is unprovided
with empty casks for palm oil, and such things are not to be purchased here at
any price.

I did not hesitate to warn Docemo against allowing these people to
re-establish themselves in Lagos. At first he gave me fair promises that they
should not have the permission so to do.

After the arrival of the “ Destino,” Senhors Machado and Morals called at
the Consulate, with a View, I thought, of sounding me as to Whether they would
be permitted to remain here. On my asking them the nature of the cargo they
had brought for sale, they informed me 2,000 rolls of tobacco and a few casks of
rum. I told them that Senhor Jambo had already glutted Lagos with tobacco;
that he, Senhor Maehado, would not be able to dispose of his tobacco to the
merchants for palm oil, as it was not in request by them, and that if he sold it
to the natives, they could offer him no other payment but slaves. Senhor
Machado, with his assistant, then took his leave.

The next morning I received a message from King Docemo, ironically
thanking me for having told Senhors Machado and Morals that they would not
be allowed to remain in Lagos. Upon this I requested (the Consulate inter—
preter, Mr. Williams, being sick), three respectable Sierra Leone emigrants to
go to the King and explain my sentiments to him relative to these slave-traders,
and I furnished Messrs. Thomas, Goodin, and Turner, my messengers, with my
message in writing, which they were to translate and explain to King Docemo.

On their return to the Consulate, Messrs. Thomas, Goodin, and Turner
informed me that the King and Chiefs were all highly pleased with my message.
This I could not comprehend, knowing how favourable they all are for a
renewal of the Slave Trade ; but I attributed this declaration of their pleasure
to their usual hypocrisy.

On the following morning I learnt that my message had been, if not
wrongly interpreted to the Chiefs, at least very improperly understood by them ;
as the Chiefs had congratulated each other, and the slave-dealers,. at having
obtained the Consul’s permission ‘for them to remain.

Upon this, Mr. Williams, the interpreter, being on the following day suffi-
ciently well, I directed him to take a Mr. Nottidge with him, and to explain to
the King and Chiefs the real meaning of my message relative to the slave-
dealers, and at the same time to interpret to the King and Chiefs, and to leave
with the former, my formal protest against these Well-known slave-dealers, whom
King Docemo had only fifteen months before expelled from Lagos, confiscating‘
their property, being allowed to re—establish themselves in Lagos. The temper
of the King and Chiefs on being acquainted With my real sentiments relative to
the slave-dealers was rather ruffled, and the answer returned to me not satisfac-
tory ; and they wished to know whether Kosoko was in like manner tied down
by Treaty not to allow slave-traders to reside With him. ‘

I had previously furnished King Docemo, as well as the Alake or King of
Abbeokuta, with a copy of Kosoko’s Engagement. I nevertheless on the following
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morning copied the IIIrd Article of the Engagement with Kpsoko, and appended

my remarks or message to King Docemo and his Chefs, and again sent

Mr. Williams and Mr. Nottidge to interpret and explain the same to them.

Messrs. Williams and Nottidge returned, bringing a vague promise from

King Docemo that the slave-dealers will not be allowed to remain. ‘

King Docemo has, nevertheless, given Senhor Marco a house to reside in;

Senhors Machado and Morals have also obtained a house to remain in, are

landing their tobacco and disposing of it, principally to Tinnaboo, and they

intend shortly to dispatch their chartered vessel, the “ Destino,” back to

Bahia. ,
Senhor Jambo has returned to ‘Whydah in the “Liberal,” and is to get

back to Lagos by way of the Lagoon, doubtless after he has heard of the safe
arrival of the slaves which it is notorious Tinnaboo has forwarded from this to
Whydah, vid Abbeokuta and Okeadon.

I should inform your Lordship that for several months past it: had been
hinted to me that Tiunaboo was corresponding with Senhor Jambq, inviting him
and others to return to Lagos ; and that the slave-traders were waiting for the
protection of a French Consul, who it was asserted was on his way to Lagos,
and was only waiting at Whydah for the arrival of the French hrig-of-war'
“ Entreprenant,” to be brought to Lagos in a formal and official manner.
About a week since I ascertained that this person, who gave himself out as the
French Consul for Lagos, was no other than M. Louis Lamaignere, known in the
Slave Trade annals as Don Luis, who for many years was either the partner or
agent of Pedro Blanco at Gailinas and the Shebar.

It appears that Don Luis who, when at Gallinas, was well informed of what
was passing at Sierra Leone, and of the movements of the squadron, having
heard of Commodore Sir Charles Hotham’s intention to destroy the slave
factories at Gallinas, chartered an American vessel and went off to Bahia with
all the property he could scrape together, and he has since been living at this
latter place in an expensive style, which, coupled with gambling, is; said to have
placed him in reduced circuumstances. I am informed he is connected at Bahia
with M. Gantois. I hear of Don Luis being sometimes with Domingo Martins,
and sometimes at Whydah.

Should Captain Villeneuve bring Don Luis with him I shall not fail to
make him acquainted with the history and former occupation of Don Luis.

In confirmation of the intention of the slave-dealers to renew the trade at
this place, I beg to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, an original letter
from Abbeokuta, showing the effect in that large town of the present movement
in Lagos to renew Slave Trade I have to pray that the writer’s name be
suppressed. ‘

I regret being compelled to make to your Lordship this unfavourabt'e
report of King Docemo, from whom a better disposition to observe his Treatv
engagement was expected. '

In my despatch dated 24th November last, I reported to your Lord-
ship that King Docemo and his Chiefs had, at my suggestion, ailotted a piece
of ground as a general market for the people of Epé,‘ Badagfy, and' Porto
Novo. This ground was being inclosed with an alacrity and energy quite
unusual with the people of Lagos, and was nearly completed, When these old
slave-traders arrived. Since they have been here and distributed their tobacco
not another stick has been cut for the fence, and the place remains incomplete. 5

I had procured With some difficulty messengers to send to King of Jaboo to
accompany those of King Docemo, with presents, and'a message to that Chief -
the obJect being to get him to proclaim the opening of the markets of the'Jaboci
country to the people of Lagos. Docemo, .on some frivolous pretext, declined
sending to the King of Jaboo, and the native traders have since evinced no further
interest in opening the Jaboo markets ; and I hear from them nothing more
about 1t. v
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Inelosure 1 in No. 36.

Consul Campbell to King Docemo.

Lagos, December 16, 1854.

THE Queen of England’s Consul presents his best respects to King

Docemo.
The Consul finds it necessary, in consequence of the message sent by the

King this morning to the Consul, relative to the conversation that had taken

place yesterday between the Consul arid the two Brazillian surpercargoes Who

called yesterday morning at the British Consulate, to inform the King that he

did not tell the supercargoes he (the Consul) would not allow them to

remain here. The supercargoes said that they wished to disPatch their vessel,

a Sardinian brig, on account of the heavy sum paid for the hire of her, and the

Consul understood them to say they, the supercargoes, intended to remain, to

dispose of their cargo (tobacco), to which the Consul made no remark whatso-

ever as to their intention of remaining in Lagos.
The Consul disclaims having any right to dictate to the King Who shall

reside in Lagos, except in the case of British subjects, to whom that right has

been secured by Treaty. . .

‘ At the same time it is the Consul’s duty to inform the King, that through
the Queen’s Consuls in the Brazils, and from other sources, it has come to the

knowledge of the Queen’s Government and of the Consul, that it is the inten-

tion of the slave-tradei's (those Who were driven from here and those Who are

residing at VVhydah) to again get a footing in Lagos, and re-establish themselves.

It has also been reported to the Queen’s Government, that the slave-traders

here and their friends in the Brazils, intend purchasing slaves to ship to Brazils,

and that the slave-traders in Bahia were shipping large quantities of tobacco to

this part of the coast to their friends to buy slaves With. <
Now, this part of the information is evidently true, for we see large quan-

tities of tobacco brought here, Which Will never sell for palm oil, and can only
be sold for slaves.

As the Queen’s Consul is furnished by the Queen’s Government with books
containing reports of all Slave Trade matters that haire occurred at Lagos and
elsewhere, during the lasttwenty years, reports giving the names of the vessels,

the names of the captains, and the names of the shippers of the slaves, and the

numbers of the slaves shipped by them, it is only for the Consul to refer to these

books when he hears that any slave-trader wishes to establish himself at Lagos,

to see if his name appears in these books, and if the name should appear, it is
then the Consul’s duty to warn the King of the fact, and to protest against such
slave-trader being allowed to establish himself in Lagos, and of its being a
breach of the 11nd Article of the Treaty, and then to report the same to the
Queen’s Government, Which Will take such measures for the enforcement of the
Treaty as it may deem fit.

So satisfied is the Queen’s Government of the truth of the information it
has received from the Consuls in Brazils (which will be‘ confirmed by What it

- Will now be the Consul’s duty to report), that the Queen’s Government have
reinforced the Commodore with additional steamers to watch the Bight of Benin,
and there will shortly be six steamers and sailing vessels cruizing in these parts
to intercept the slave-vessels expected.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 36.

Consul Campbell to King Docemo.

Lagos, Decamber 18, 1854.

BENJAMIN CAMPBELL, Esquire, I—Ier Britannia Majesty’s Consul,
deems it his duty to warn King Docemo that Senhors Marco Jambo and Machado,
Who are at present in Lagos, and seeking to reestablish themselves in this
town, are notoriously engaged in Slave Trade, and formerly carried on Slave
Trade in Lagos, and latterly in 'Whydah, and other places.
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The ConSul warns King Docemo against allowing the above-named persons,

or any other person notoriously engaged in Slave Trade, to establigsh themselves

in Lagos, as by doing so King Docemo will commit a breach of the 11nd Article

of the Treaty concluded by the late King Akitoye With Rear—Admiral Bruce, and

John Beecroft, Esquire, Her Majesty’s late Consul, on behalf of Her Majesty

Queen Victoria.
It will he the Consul’s duty to report to Her Majesty’s Government this

attempt of the old slave-traders to establish themselves again in Lagos, and it is

now his duty to, and he does most solemnly protest, on behalf of Her Majesty’s

Government, against. the above-named Senhors Marco Jambo and Machado, and

any other well-known slave-trader, forming any establishment in Lagos, or Within

the territory of the King of Lagos.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 36.

Message sent by Consul Campbell to King Docemo.

“ARTICLE III. Kosoko, his Cabooceers and Chiefs, do most isolemnly

pledge themselves to ‘ abandon the Slave Trade, that is, the export of slaves

from Africa ; also not to allow any slave-trader to reside at their port or at any

other place within their jurisdiction and influence.”

The above is the IIIrd Article in the Treaty With Kosoko. It is much

stronger worded than the Article in the Treaty signed by Akitoye, because

Kosoko is forbidden to let slave-traders remain in any town where he has

influence even.
You will please ask the King why these slave-traders have eome here to

Lagos, instead of going to Kosoko, at Epé.
When they set sail from Whydah the same wind that brought them here

would have taken them to Epé. The Consul knows very well the reason they

came here in preference to going to Kosoko, at Epé, first. The Consul knows
well that Tinnaboo sent them letters some months ago inviting them to come to ’

Lagos ; that is, she sent letters to Jambo and others at Whydah, not to Marco

at Accra : therefore these slave-dealers have come here by invitation of Tinnaboo,
and with the full knowledge and consent of King Docemo.

There are other reasons Why they did not, and moreover will not, go to

Kosoko : they know that Kosoko has made a Treaty with the English, and that
he will not break that Treaty ; and they know that if they try to make a fool of
Kosoko, what he will do to them. They know also that Lagos is a better place
to get slaves quicker ; there is a large population in Lagos, from which several
hundreds can be, and are being, kidnapped. That the communication between
Lagos and Abbeokuta is easy and very frequent. That the slaves they buy here
and from the Egbas can be sent by way of Abbeokuta and Okeadon to Whydah.
And the Consul knows very well that every night, slaves and people kidnapped
in Lagos are crossed over to Aboo-te-ma-ta, to go to Abbeokuta, and from
thence, by way of Okeadon, to Whydah.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 36.

" *5 * to Consul Campbell.

(Extract) Abbeolmta, December 19, 1354.
IT is a general report about Abbeokuta. that you are coming up to visit

the Abbeohuta people. I would advise you to let your lodging be provided by
the ng hunself. As the inhabitants in general do not understand your inten-
tions and proceedings in the management of the affairs of this country: they
think you are their enemy, and therefore Wish their ruin. They all believe that
you ordered the Badagry war.

_ Do not, should you come up to Abbeokuta, place yourself under any of the
Chlefs of war; they are great rogues and rascals, especially Somoye, or Basherun,
and Shogkenu. Shogkenu is kidnapping for sale the poor people Who come
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from the interior for the purpose of trading; these he catches, sometimes 6, 10,

20. Some time ago he accused one of his wives of having an unlawful child;

after punishing the poor woman severely, he cut the child to pieces. This

Shogkenu does anything with impunity. Basherun does always send to powerful

Chiefs in the interior to catch their trading people, and sell them; this he does

in order to put down lawful trade and promote kidnapping war. They have.

now sent out some of their soldiers to destroy a neighbouring town, and catch

the inhabitants for sale. The Slave Trade is still carried on by the people ;

they take their slaves to Porto Novo. All the War Chiefs are for the SlaVe

Trade.
Shogkenu has perhaps 200 wives. He took a Sierra Leone woman’s

daughter, by the name of Jenny Johnson, and kept her for about eleven years ;

but this last time the woman and her daughter ran away to Lagos. Shogkenu

is now determined to demand the women Jenny Johnson from you.

The people practise much irony.4F Should you come up, come with a good,

faithful interpreter. I should not wonder if the people slight you, or deal deceit-

fully with you ; they are great rogues ; they say “ yes,” When they mean “ no.”

They will make fine or fair faces when they see you ; but be cautious when among

them. Their slave-traders saw you when you were at Porto Novo, and brought

many slanderous reports against you. Mr. Townsend will second anything that

is good, though he might make a mistake on former occasions, for he is much

against the proceedings of the Chiefs in things that are wrong.

 

N0. 37.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received February 13, 1855.)

(Extract) Lagos, December 22, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch dated November 23. '

Your Lordship will, I hope, excuse the natural desire I feel to offer such

explanations of my motives for and conduct in countenancing the Badagry

Chiefs to regain their town and homes, as I confidently trust will partially

remove the unfavourable impression formed by your Lordship of my conduct in

that matter.
Early in the month of November of last year I brought the conduct of

Mayoo, the Badagry Chief, to the notice ofthe Commander-in—chief, Rear-Admiral

Bruce, and furnished him with copies of letters fully confirming the informa-

tion which had previously reached me‘relative to Mayoo’s open Violation of his

Treaty engagement in assisting Domingo Martinez to obtain slaves.

My representation to the Commander-in-chief occasioned a strong, letter on

the subject from him to Mayoo, forwarded through this Consulate, of which I

now do myself the honour to transmit your Lordship a copy.

The letter of the Commander-in—chief produced no effect Whatever on

Mayoo. Badagry was still the channel through which all slaves and kidnapped

people from Lagos and Abbeokuta were forwarded on for sale to Domingo

Martinez; and Mayoo still received his toll on each slave, notwithstanding he

had burnt dOWn the small shed on the beach under which his toll-keeper

sheltered himself from the sun or the rain. Mr. Williams, the interpreter to

the Consulate, a man of veracity, who arrived at Badagry from Sierra Leone in

the latter end of November of last year, and who remained a short time there,

informed me that slaves from Lagos still continued to be passed on to Domingo

Martinez ; and that on one occasion he was in conversation with Mayoo at the

water-side, when a. Lagos canoe arrived With slaves manacled; and that, after a

Short conversation with the Lagos peeple, Mayoo put one of his men, With his

Stick, into the canoe to cross oVer with them to the beach to receive the toll.

About this time the Chiefs of Little Popoe, Aghwey, and other towns on

the seaboard, openly disregarded their Treaty engagements, and not only allowed

but assisted in the embarkation of cargoes of slaves. ‘

When the Commander—in—chief left Lagos, in November last year, I had

9“ Deceit.——-B. C.

CLASS B. ‘



42 , AFRICA. (Consulafl—Bight of Benin.

reason to expect his return in April or May of this year; and When, at the

commencement of the present year, finding that Mayoo still forwarded slaves to

Domingo Martinez, in total disregard of the caution and threat contained in the

Commander-in—Chief’s letter to him of the 27th November, 1853, I threatened

Mayoo with forcible expulsion, I was then under the impression that, on the

gross violation of his Treaty being again brought to the notice of the

Commander—in—chief, or, after his departure for England, to the notice of the

senior officer, that the threat of the Commander-in—chief would be carried out;

but When the division in the Bights was reduced to one vessel, the “ Crane,”

and in the month of April Mr. Townsend offered his assistance and influence

with the Abbeokuta Chiefs, to obtain the restoration of the Badagry Chiefs in a

eaceable manner, I did not hesitate to proceed to rid Badagry of Mayoo’s

chieftainshipzby peaceahle means, as detailed in my despatches to your Lordship

dated lst and 11th June, 1854.
The Badagry Chiefs, supported by the King of Porto, the Chiefs of the

large neighbouring Popoe towns, and even by the King of Dahomey, because so

urgent for their return, and determined to exercise their natural right to obtain

their restoration, and Kosoko having sent his wives, children, arid property to

Adu, with the intention, it has now been ascertained, of assisting the Badagry

Chiefs and obtaining for himself a footing at Badagry, it became necessary to

take steps to prevent the serious disturbance throughout the country Which

would have ensued had not the Badagry Chiefs been reinstated.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 37.

Rear-Admiml Bruce to Magoo, Chief of Badagry.

Sir, “ Penelope,” November 7, 1853.

ON receiving the many applications that have been made to me to remove
you from the office of Chief of Badagry, I have considered, not whether you are
there as the legitimate Chief, but whether you have acted up honestly and faith-
fully to the Treaty for the suppression of Slave Trade in your country; and,
under the impression that you had fulfilled every stipulation of that Treaty,
I declined to take any part against you. But reports have reached me recently
which convince me that I have been deceived in you ; for there can be no doubt
that you have, assisted Domingo Martinez in his slave-dealings; and detained
many people who have from time to time been kidnapped from Lagos. I now
give you warning, that if you do not cease these practices and employ all your
energies to bring about peace with your neighbours, and encourage lawful trade
in palm oil and other produce, I Will send an expedition against you, and remove
you from Badagry.

(Signed) H. W. BRUCE.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 37.

Consul Campbell to Mr. Moses.

Dear Sir, Lagos, February 7, 1854.
WITH reference to the messages sent you by the King of Porto Novo that

it is the intention oi' the 01d Badagrians to go and take their town from Mhyoo,
if I do not go to Badagry soon, I have to beg of you to let it be known to the
King of Porto Novo that I have been, and am now, much occupied with the
affairs of Lagos, and cannot yet go to Badagry. That the old Badagrians
cannot attempt to take Badagry by force Without the King of Porto Novo’s
help; that it would be much better they should return to their town by
peaceable negotiation and means, but that if they do not listen to my recom-
mendation, and they attempt to regain the town by force, Her Britannic Majesty’s
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Government will consider the King of Porto Novo responsible for any injury
done to British subjects or their property, or to the persons and property of the

Sterra Leone people Who are under British protection.
' I remain, &c.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

No. 38.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, Febmary 20, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 5th of December lastf“ suggesting

that you should be empowered to propose Treaties to the Chlefs_ of Adu

and Okeadon, two towns in the interior, similar to the Treaties whlch have

been concluded with the Chiefs on the sea-coast, and stating that the Chief of

Agido had expressed his Willingness to conclude a Treaty With Her Mayesty’s

Government; and I have, in reply, to authorise you to conclude Treatles 1n

the usual form with the Chiefs in question, if they should be willmg to accept

them.
I inclose, in compliance With your request, blank forms of the Treaties with

African Chiefs; and I have to acquaint you that you are of course at llberty to

sign such Treaties without previous reference to Her 1¥Iajest§s Government.
am, c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 39.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, February 20, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 12th of December last, and
I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government approve of your
having required King Docemo to investigate the charge brought against the
Chief Olomobong of having caused two of his female slaves to be put to death
on the 23rd of September last.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 40.

517w Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, February 21, 1855.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 19th of December last, I have to
state to you that I approve your having written to Her‘ Majesty’s Consul at
Bahia, and that I have instructed him to communicate to you, from time to
time, such intelligence resPecting ‘the equipment of vessels at that port, or any
movements connected With the Slave Trade, as he may consider likely to prove '
useful to you in your endeavours to thwart the proceedings of the slave-dealers.

» ' I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

9‘ No. '29.
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No. 41.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, February 21, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 20th of December last, in which

you report the slaughter by King Docemo’s adherents of eighty persons

captured from Kosoko’s party; and I have to instruct you, when you shall

be able to do so with safety, to inform King Docemo that Her Majesty’s

Government have learned these revolting atrocities With horror, and to demand

an explanation of this violation of the VIIth Article of the Treaty of the 1st of

January, 1852.
I am, &c. .

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 I

No. 42.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, February 21, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 21st of December last,

stating that three notorious slave—traders, named Marco, Jambo, and

Ma hado, who were expelled by King Docemo in September 1853, have

returned to Lagos, and have been allowed to establish themselves there, notwith—

standing your remonstrances against this violation of the IInd Article of the

Treaty concluded between Her Majesty’s Government and the King and Chiefs

of Lagos on the 2nd of January, 1852.
I have to instruct you to communicate formally to King Docemo the regret

and dissatisfaction of Her Majesty’s Government, not only at his eonduct in this

matter, but also in regard to the general tendency of his late proceedings, and his

manifest disposition to revive the Slave Trade, which, so happily fpr his country,

had much diminished.
You will say that Her Majesty’s Government had anticipated a. very different

course of conduct on his part, and, as they are animated by friendly feelings

towards himself and his peeple, they regret that he is guided byrbad advisers ;

and they strongly recommend him to be advised by the Consul who represents

Her Majesty’s Government, and Whose conduct has been approved, which it

would not have been if he had given advice contrary to the King’s interest.

But Her Majesty’s Government Wish King Docemo to understand that engage-

ments made with the Queen of England must be respected, and that it will rest

With him to choose between the friendship or hostility of Great Britain, and the

good or bad consequences to himself which that choice will entail. ,

You Will conclude by, referring King Docemo to the 11nd Article of the

Treaty of January 1852, and by requiring him, in the name of Her Majesty’s

Government, to expel from Lagos, Within fifteen days, the foreign slave-dealers

above mentioned, and also any others who may be there when this despatch

reaches you.
I am, 8w.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 43.

The Earl of Clarendon t0 Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, February 21, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatches of the 6th and 22nd of December last,*

in which you state the motives which induced you to interfere in favour of the

restoration of the Chiefs of Badagry and the expulsion of Mayoo 5 and I have

* Nos. 31 and 37.
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to state to you that, on taking into consideration the circumstances stated in

these despatches, and the evidence Which you have brought forward showing the

participation of Mayoo in the slave-trading operations of Domingo Martinez,

Her Majesty’s Government are ready to admit the validity of the reasons which
you have alleged in justification of your proceedings in this matter.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 44.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Campbell.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, February 23, 1855.

I RECEIVED on the 5th instant the duplicate of your despatch of the
let of October, inclosing a copy of the Treaty which you, in conjunction With
Commander Miller, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Crane,” concluded on the 28th of
September last With Kosoko, the eX-King of Lagos, whereby Kosoko, on the
one hand, engages to abstain from attacking Lagos, to abandon the Slave Trade,
and to expel all slave-dealers from his present territory; and Her Majesty’s
Government are bound, on the other hand, to pay to Kosoko an annual allow-
ance for his life of 2,000 heads of cowries, or 1,000 dollars, at his option.

I also received, on the same day, your despatch of the 24th of November,
explaining the motives Which led you to enter into this Treaty.

I have to observe that the amount of compensation Which is promised to
Kosoko by the VIth Article of the Treaty is much larger than Her Majesty’s
Government have ever engaged to pay under similar circumstances. Nevertheless,
as it is desirable that Her Majesty’s Government should avail themselves of
every means which may hold out a reasonable security against the revival of the
Slave Trade at Lagos, and as it is of importance that Kosoko should be bound
not to carry on that Trade on his own account, and to prevent slave-dealers
from residing in his new territory, I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s
Government have deemed it expedient to approve this Treaty, Which approval
you will communicate to Kosoko.

And I inclose herewith, for your information and guidance, 3 copy of a
letter Which has been addressed to this office from the Board of Treasury, stating
that the annuity in question of 1,000 dollars is to be paid by Her Majesty’s
Consul at Lagos at the close of each year during Kosoko’s life, provided that
the conditions of the Treaty shall be satisfactorily performed by him, and autho-
rising you to draw bills for the amount, at thirty days’ sight, upon the Lords
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury under the usual regulations.

* I am, &c. , i
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

Inclosure in No. 44.

Mr. Wilson to Lord Wodehouse.

My Lord, Treasury Chambers, Febmary 2] , 1855.
I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury

to inform you, for the information of the Earl of Clarendon, With reference to
your letter of yesterday’s date, inclosing copy of a Treaty which was concluded .
on the 28th of September last, between Mr. Campbell, Her Majesty’s Consul at
Lagos, and Kosoko, the ex-King of that place, whereby Kosoko engages to
abstain from attacking Lagos, to abandon the Slave Trade, and to expel all
slave—traders from his territory, and Her Majesty’s Government are bound to
pay to Kosoko for his life an annual allowance of 2,000 heads of cowries or
1,000 dollars at his option,’ on condition that he shall faithfully perform his
part of the Agreement in question; that my Lords are of opinion that the
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annuity of 1,000 dollars stipulated by the Treaty should be paid by Her

Majesty’s Consul at Lagos to Kosoko during his life at the close of each year,

provided the conditions of the Treaty shall be satisfactorily performed by him;

and that Her Majesty’s Consul should draw bills at thirty days’ eight upon this

Board for the amount, under the usual regulations.
I am, 8:0.

(Signed) JAMES WILSON.

 

No 45.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received March 29.)

My Lord, Lagos, February 3, 1855.

IN my despatch dated 2151: December last,* reporting to your Lord-

ship an attempt made to revive the Slave Trade at this place, and the

favourable manner in which certain 01d slave-traders formerly1 expelled from

Lagos had been received by King Docemo and his Chiefs ; and that these

slave-rtraders were in the early expectation of the arrival of a French Consul

through whose influence they reckoned upon support; and that I had ascer-

tained that this supposed French Consul was no other than M. Louis Lamaignere,

alias Don Luis, the former agent of Pedro Blanco at Gallinas and Shebar, I

have now the honour to report to your Lordship that M. Louis Lamaignere

made his appearance in Lagos about three weeks since. He arrived very early

'in the morning, accompanied by Senhor Jambo in a canoe, by way of the lagoon

from Whydah.
, On his arrival Senhor Jambo sent word to King Docemo that the French

Consul himself would wait upon him at an early hour. King Dpcemo arrayed

himself in all his finery, and received M. Lamaignere and Sephor Jambo in

,state.
After their conference with King Docemo, M. Lamaignere and Senhor

.Jambo waited on me. The former presented me with a letter of introduction

from M. Sartigue, Gérant to the French factory at Whydah, stating the object

of M. Lamaignére‘to be to establish a'French factory at Lagos. -

‘M. 'Lamaignere at the same time requested I would read an open letter of

introduction he had received from the French Consul at-Bahia, to the Com—

mandant .de la Station Frangaise on the west coast of Africa. He then remarked

that he had learnt there was an objection to Senhor Jamboand other Brazilians“

establishing themselves at Lagos ; and 1 acQuainted him that by the terms of'the

Treaty concluded by the late King Akitoye (the present King’s father) with

Her Brit'annic Majesty’s Government, to which the Imperial Government of

France had since become a party, n0 weII-known slave-traders were allowed to

remain in Lagos; and that Senhors Jambo and Machado, then in Lagos, came

under that category. , .

M. Lamaignere then remarked, that intending to establish a French factory

at Lagos, he required the assistance of some person initiated in the trade of

these parts, and that he had brought Senhor Jambo with him; that in fact they

were both interested in the cargo of the Portuguese brig “ Liberal,” part of
which had been landed in Lagos.

After a few other general remarks, M. Lamaignere and Senhor Jambo

took their leave. '

I should observe to your’Lordship that M. Lamai-gnére during his visit did
not make the slightest allusion to the French Consulship. ‘

I now learnt that ' Senher Marco on his arrival here, as reported to your

Lordship in my despatch above referred to, had engaged a house in Lagos for

M. Lamaignere, in which he attomce installed himself, and hoisted :the French
flag. He was soon Visited by the Chiefs and others well known to be longing
for a revival of the Slave Trade.

Perceiving the excitemnt [.oecasiened by TM. Lamaignere’s arrival, and the
hopes it gave rise to, I test no time in making King Docemo acquainted with

* No. 36.
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his personal history, and the active part he had taken for several years in

Slave Trade zit Gallinas and Shebar, which were recorded in the printed Slave

Trade Correspondence, of which I fortunately possess copies from the year

1838 ; and that it was my opinion that M. Lamaignere came to Lagos wth the

object of reviving the Slave Trade, and of assisting the expelled Brazilian and

Portuguese slave-traders to regain a footing in Lagos, and that his establishment

at Lagos, as well as the residence of the Brazilians and Portuguese, Were alike

forbidden by the Treaty.
King Docemo not paying much attention to my representations, I reported

the whole circumstance to Commander Miller, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Crane,”

the Senior Officer of the Eights Division, who at once peremptorily demanded

of King Docemo the removal of all well-knowuslave-traders from Lagos ; upon
which King Doeemo sent his stick to M. Lamaignére, and to Senhors Jambo,

Machado, and others, to remove from Lagos. .
Soon after the King’s messenger had delivered his message to M. Lamaignere

and the others to depart from Lagos, I received a letter from M. Lamaignere,

whichI have the honour to transmit to your Lordship in original. To this letter

I sent the reply inclosed, and on the same day I received the letter No. 3 from

M. Lamaignere, claiming my protection; to Which I replied as per inclosed,

copy No. 4; and I at once sent a message to the King, informing him that as

M. Lamaiguere had formally claimed my protection against his forcible expul-

sion, I requested he might be allowed to remain in Lagos until the arrival of the

French ship of war “ Eutreprenant,” when M. Lamaignere could make his:

case known to Captain Villeneuve. It was then intimated to M. Lamaignere

that the order to remove from Lagos did not extend to him.

Several days having elapsed, and Senhors Jambo and the others being

still in the town, and the population becoming greatly excited, Commander

Miller again wrote to Doeemo, calling on him peremptorily to expel the slave-

traders. Upon this Seuhors Marco and others took passage in a canoe, by way

of the lagoon to Whydah ; and a few days after Senhors Jambo, Machado, and

M. Lamaignere, came to the Consulate, and the two former presented protests,

which they desired me officially to note, protesting against myself as being the.

cause of their expulsion, &o. Their protests were noted as a matter of course ;
and M . Laiuaignere, declaring he would not remain in Lagos if Senhor Jambo

was compelled to depart, accompanied him shortly afterwards in a canoe to
Whydah.

Ihope your Lordship will approve of my having made known to King

Doeemo the former occupation of M. Lamaignere at the Gallinas and Shebar,

and of my having pressed King Docemo to conform to his Treaty engagements.

The return of these slave-traders, in the perfect confidence that they would be

well received and protected by Doeemo, his Chiefs and people, and that under

the shelter of a French Consulate flag their expulsion would be prevented,

created great excitement in the town. This circumstance, with other influences

which were then and had been previously at work, led to a plot, which had for

its object my assassination, and the expulsion or assassination of the English,

and those Who were supposed to be favourable to them.
The particulars of this conspiracy will form the subject of a separate

despatch.
M. Lamaignére arrived at Whydah about four months since in a Sardinian.

brig, from Bahia, in which city he has been mostly residing since he left the

Gallinas, just previous to the destruction of the slave factories there by Sir
Charles Hotham in 1845 or 1846: he is connected with M. Gantois (Marbeck-

and Gantois), and the other houses in Bahia largely engaged in Slave Trade in:
the Right of Benin, whose names figure in the translated correspondence found

in Kosoko’s house after his flight.
Your Lordship’s attention has already been directed by Mr. Consul Morgan

to the attempt being made by these Bahia firms to push the Slave Trade in the '
Bight of Benin. These firms, I am informed, have relied greatly on the Vassist-r

ance of M. Lamaignere, and through him on the protection of the French flag
for their agents.

M. Lamaignére could not have contemplated on Coming here that he

would be recognised, and his former Slave Trade transactions known to any

person here. Had he arrived at Lagos from France with the honestpurpose of
establishing a French factory for legitimate trade, although I. should have Felt it
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my duty to apprize your Lordship of the circumstance of his arrival here, I

should certainly not have made known his former Slave Trade occupafuons so

long as he confined his operations to legitimate comruerce; but comihg as he

did, accompanied by, and connected with, peeple notonously engaged 11.11 Static

Trade, I considered it my duty to warn King Decemo of M. Lamalgnere s

former illicit transactions, and to report the wholepircumstances t0 Commodore

Adams and to the Senior Oflicer of the Bights Diwsmn.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 45.

M. Lamaignére to Consul Campbell.

M.v1e Consul, Lagos, le 19 quvier, 1855.

J’AI regu hier au soir, du Roi de Lagos, 1a signification de par vos or'dres,

mon associé Pierre Jambo et moi sortir immédiatement de ce pays. Comme a

man arrivée ici j’eus l’honneur de me presenter a vous comme Frangais (que

je suis) et porteur, pour MM. les Commandants des navires de la station

'Frangaise sur la céte d’Afrique, d’une lettre de recommendation cie M. 1e Comte

Francis de Castelnau, Consul de France a Bahia, je croyais que ,notre maison,

comme Frangaise, serait en dehors 'de cette violation du droit ties gens; mais,

puisqu’ilh’en est pas ainsi et dans l’absence de batiment de guerre de ma

nation, je Viens, M.1e Consul, vous demander de faire retirer non seulement

l’ordre que le Roi de Lagos nous a donne’, comme aussi vous demander votre

protection afin de pouvoir continuer nos afl‘aires et recouvrer de divers négo-

cians de cette place, 1a quantité d’environ 22,000 galons d’huile de palme, qui

sont dfis a L’opération du brick Portugais “Liberal,” dams laquelle je suis
particulierement intéressé pour la moitié. ’ i

J’attends avec anxiété votre réponse, et ai l’honneur de vous prévenir que
j’ai déja arboré 1e pavilion Frangais afin de protéger nos personnes et nos
intéréts. ,

Recevez, &c. '
(Signé) L. LAMAIGNERE.

 

' Inclosure 2 in No. 45.

Consul Campbell to M Lamaignére.

Monsieur, Lagos, January 19, 1855.

I HAVE given the King Docemo no orders Whatever respecting yourself
or Senhor Jambo ; it is not my duty, nor is it in my power, to ‘give any orders
to the King, but it is my duty to warn him that you were formerly extensively
engaged in Slave Trade at Gallinas and Shebar, and that such. fact appears in
the published correspondence on Slave Trade annually presented to the British
Parliament, and furnished to all Her Britannic Majesty’s Consuls. It is also
my duty to call the attention of King Docemo to the circumstance that you
have arrived here in the company of a noted slave—trader, and that you have,
smce your arrival, declared yourself to be the champion and protector of the
slave-traders yvho were formerly expelled from Lagos by the present King, in
conformlty With his Treaty engagements to HeraBritannic Majesty, to Which
:I‘reaty the Imperial Government of France is also a party, and that it is but a
gust mference that the Slave Trade is your object in Visiting Lagos.

, I am, &c.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.
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Inclosure 3 in No. 45.

M. Lamaz‘gnére to Consul Campbell.

M. 1e Consul, . Lagos, lg 19 Janvier, 1355.

JE viens de recevoir Votre lettre et ne répondrai pas a des accusations
non fondées. Si je voulais feuilleter l’histoire j’y trouverais 1a seule réponse
que je pourrai vous donner en ce moment. Je vais donc seulement; répondre a
I’occusation que vous me faites en disant' que dés mon arrlvée ici, je me suis
déclaré 1e champion et protecteur de négooians d’esclaves, ce qui est faux at ne
peut méme pas étre, attendu que la Traite est définitivement achevée partout,
et que vous, M. 1e Consul, en votre qualité et d’aprés les Traités de‘ votre
nation avec Je Roi de ce pays, savez trés-bien avoir 1e droit de faire expulser et
confisquer les biens de tous ceux que vous prouverez se livrer dorénavant a ce
trafic, Je ne puis done pas admettre cette argumentation de votre part, et en
suis d’autant plus étonné, que mon intention formelle en venant établir ici une
maison Frangaise, était d’employer tous mes efforts pour e’viter ou empécher
toute nouvelle tentative d’un semblable commerce, et avais aussi l’intention de me,
lier aux idées de la majorité des négocians de ce pays afin d’éviter tout motif
d’intrigue et de désordre. ,

Quant 5. ce qui concerne mon associe’ Pierre Jamho, voilé déjé sept années
que je le connnis sobrecargue de navires de commerce licite, ne’gociant avec 120115
165 établissements Anglais et Hollandais de la cété du vent, et ici, avec des
négocians Anglais, ce qui fait qu’lfl me semble que votre accusation :31 son égard
est encore mal fondée.

Les considérations qoe j’ai l’honneur de vous so'umettre me font espérer
que vous voudrez bien m’accorder 1a protection que je vous demande, car an
0215 contraire, je me verrai forcé 2‘1, protester contre' vous, ou contl'e qui de droit,
pour tous les dommages et pertes qui pourront subvenir a nos intéréts et aux
intéréts qui nous sont confiés. Enfin, quoique contre la force 11 n’y a point do
résistance, je suis ne’anmoins décidé é résister é. toutes les menaces et injures
qui pourront m’étre faits, protestant encore 'contre vous‘ et en votre qualité de
Consul d’une nation amie, pour toutes les consequences et outrages qui pourront
étre faits au pavillon de ma nation que j’ai déjé arboré.

' Recevez, 8:0.
. '(Signé) L. LAMAIGNERE.

P.S.—-Répondez-moi, s’il vous plait.

Inclosure 4 in No. 45.

Consul Campbell to M. Lamaz'gnére.

Monsieur, Lagos, January 19, 1855;

I HAVE received your letter of this day, in Which you solicit my
protection against the order given to you by the King Docemo to leave Lagos.

I have to inform you that, having claimed my protection,,1 shall inform.
the King of the circumstance, and request him to withdraw his order to’youv to -
leave Lagos, and to await the arrival of Captain Du Creste Villeneuve, the
Commandant of the subdiVision of the'French squadron stationed in the Eights
of Benin and Biafra. I am, &c. -

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL,

 

CLASS B.
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No. 46.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Clarcnclon.—- (Received Merck 29.)

My Lord, Lagos, February 12, 1855.

FOR several months past there has existed on the part of King Docemo,

his Chiefs and people (domestic slaves), and a few of the mischievous disposed

Sierra Leone people, and self—emanoipated Africans from Brazil, a feeling and

disposition hostile to the English residents generally, and to myself in particular.

This feeling displayed itself after 'my first visit to Epé, Kosoko’s residence, and

it was grounded on reports industriously spread among the ignorant and

uncivilised population, that; I intended to restore Kosoko to his former position

in Lagos, and that the whole of the merchants were favourable to his restoration.

My last visit to Epé, in company with Commander Miller, although it

resulted in obtaining a solemn engagement on the part of Kosoh’o and the whole

of the Chiefs not to disturb the peace of Lagos by threats of open attack, or

attempts by stratagem to regain pmver here, and in rendering transit on the

Lagoons for many miles perfectly safe and free (which is the‘ ease up to this

moment), did not in the least allay the ill-feeling towards myself and the whole

European mercantile community; on the contrary, this hostile feeling increased

to the extent of leading to a conspiracy by some of King Docemo’s leading

domestic slaves, the woman Tinnahoo, and some others, to get rid of myself by

, assassination, and of the English merchants and the leading gmen among the

Sierra Leone and Brazilian emigrants known to be favourable to the English,

either by assassination or forcible expulsion, and secret meetings were nightly
held at Tinnaboo’s house to devise means to carry out their objects.

The excitement caused by the return of some of the expelled slave-
traders, and afterwards by the arrival of M. Lamaignére (D011 Luis), greatly
augmented the existing i11~fee1ing of a large portion of the population towards
myself ; and friendly warnings which I had previously received, not only from
persons in the town of Lagos, but even from Kosoko and frpm the King of
Porto Novo, to guard against poison and not to be from home after sunset, were
again repeated with great earnestness; and the information conveyed to me

. that, on the occasion of my paying an evening visit a ' short time previous to a
Mr. Grote, at the Hamburgh establishment, near the King’s house, it had been
determined by some of the King’s people, had I remained till after dark, when
the crowds in the street were dispersed, to shoot me as I rode homewards.

Commander Miller, calling on King Docemo to expel the slave-traders,
appeared to bring matters towards a crisis. Antonio Martins, one of the
Brazilian emigrants, a man of great intelligence and sagacity, in credit With the
merchants and doing an extensive business, being known to be ‘friendly disposed
towards the English and other merchants, and commanding the services of some
150 well-armed devoted domestic slaves, With Whom he would fly to the
assistance of the merchants when attacked, was fired at in open day on his
premises near the water-side, by one of King Dooemo’s people, and narrowly
escaped being hit. This occurrence created considerable ferment, the more so
as it had become known that the King and Tinnaboo had been secretly sharing
out powder and ball to their people. There being none of Her Majesty’s ships
ofl’ Lagos at the time, I sent for Antonio Martins, and recommended him not to
make any stir at the moment, but to wait till there was a. force OE Lagos.
However, a generai feeling of uneasiness pervaded the town ; every one felt that
an outbreah was at hand; beyond those implicated in the conspiracy, but a few
knew its obJect. This state of insecurity led to a general arming. The day was
now. married when the attack was to take place, and Antonio Martins was warned
by one in the confidence of the conspirators, but friendly to him, that his
premises were to be first attacked. '
. ‘ I now assembled the leading men among the Sierra Leone erriiwrants,
nfiormed themrof the expected general' attack against the English andD those
iavourable to them; that if successful against myself and the other Europeans
it would afterwards be‘directed against them; and I enjoined them to arm them:
selves at once, end to keep a strict night watch through their quarter of the
town. My advme was at once acted upon, and its necessity soon became
apparent ; a large armed party of the King’s people were seen that night to
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proceed towards the small eountry—built house I had removed into after

Mr. Sandeman’s return to Lagos; they were followed at a distance by aguard

of the Sierra Leone people, who, perceiving they took the direction towards

Antonio Martin’s premises, and knowing them to be well protected, the guard

returned. It afterwards appeared that this armed party had gone to Antonio

Martins, hoping by stratagem, and supposing their designs to be unknown, to

surprise the place; they, however, found every one on the watch and well

armed, and the party then returned.

The next morning, seeing how very insecure was the house I had -moved

into, that it was liable to be fired and surrounded, I returned, with his permis-

sion, to Mr. Sandeman’s house, taking with me the archives of the Consulate,

my books, clothing, 8:0. This house being situated on an elevated point of land

near the water-Side, and the neighbourhood being composed of the residences

of the Sierra Leone people, it is to some extent protected from a sudden

attack, and was sought as a refuge by others whose dwellings were in exposed

situations.
I now sent word to King Docemo that I was fully cognizant of the

conspiracy, and of the parties implicated in it, and the objects they had in view.

I wrote to Commander Miller, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Crane,” begging him to

send in such force. as he had at his disposal for our protection, and as a

demonstration, who promptly complied with my request, and for three days all

the disposable men from the “ Crane,” occupying three armed boats, remained

off Mr. Sandeman’s house.
At my request some of the most intelligent of the Sierra Leone people

instituted an inquiry, which resulted in their ascertaining that an extensive

conspiracy had existed among different sections of the population. One, headed

by Tinnaboo and the King’s people, had for their object, first, my assassination

and the expulsion of the leading Brazilian and Sierra Leone emigrants known to

be favourable to the English ; if successful, it was then their intention to have

deposed Docemo, and put a son of the late King Adele on the Throne of Lagos.

Some of Docemo’s Captains, those having at command the largest number of

fighting men, countenanced this plot so far as the getting rid of myself, the other

Englishmen, afld the Sierra Leone and Brazilians ; but, their object was, to depose

Docemo and to recall Kosoko. It would appear that Docemo was aware of

their intentions, so far as regarded the Brazilian people, whom he looked-upon as

friends of Kosoko; but he was kept ignorant of the ulterior intentions as affected

himself. 'But there are not wanting persons who believe him to have been

cognizant of the intentions of the conspirators towards myself and the English

generally; the favourable manner in which he received the'returned slave-traders,

they having been heard to say, that if the present Consul was shot it would deter

any other person from accepting the appointment ; and that they had got rid of

Mr. Duncan, driven away Mr. Fraser from Whydah, and no other Consul had

been sentthere, giving grounds for their opinion. .

Commodore Adamsan'iving off Lagos shortly afterwards, I Communicated

to him all that had taken place. After a consultation with the present Senior

Officer, Commander Skene, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Philomel,” and myself; it

was decided that the Commodore would formally call on King Docemo to

execute the man who fired on Antonio Martins, and expel from Lagos the

woman Tinnaboo, Mahma, a leading man among the conspirators, one of

Doeemo’s head slaves, a man of Very bad character, and’some others implicated

in the intended Outbreak.
I went, accompanied by Commander Skene, to King Docemo, and through

a letter addressed by Commodore Adams to the King, it was made known to

him what it was expected he would do to maintain the peace of Lagos, and to

secure the lives of Her Majesty’s subjects residing in Lagos ; and he decided on

executing the man who fired at Antonio Martins, and banishing Tiunaboo,

Mahma, and some others. The former being in the same prison with Mahma,

this daring fellow persuaded or intimidated the jailer into letting him escape,

King Docemo on acquainting me of the escape of the prisoner 0n the following

day, also informed me that he had determined on executing Mahma; and his

determination was carried into effect the following day.
I have, &c.

(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.
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No. 47.

Consul Campbell to the Earl of Ola7~endon.-(Received March 29.)

My Lord, Lagos, February 15, 1855.

THREE weeks since I received a letter from Dr. Irving at Abbeokuta,

written at the request of the Alake (King) of Abbeokuta and his Chiefs;

informing me that they had received information, in the correctness of which

they placed confidence, that the King of Dahomey was preparing to attack

Abbeokuta with his own troops, and assisted with a large force frqm the King

of Ashantee. ,

For some months past rumours of such intention on the part of the King

of Dahomey were current. A few days before the receipt of Dr. Irving’s letter

I had received information, on which I placed reliance, that the King of

Dahomey had received considerable presents, and a large supply of muskets and

ammunition from the Slave Trade houses in Bahia, to induce him to make

another attack on Abbeokuta. I lost no time in acquainting the Alake and

Chiefs of Abbeokuta with this information, and my letter to them crossed theirs

'to me on the road.
The Alake and Chiefs having requested a supply of powder and some shot

to fit the field-pieces which had.been presented to them by Her Majesty’s

Government, 1 assembled the principal Sierra Leone people residing in Lagos,

and represented to them the necessity of assisting their countrymen in this

juncture; they re5ponded to my representation by shortly dispatching about

1,000 lbs. weight of gunpowder; and I took the opportunity of sending them a

supply of shot and grape for their field pieces, which I had had by me for some

time when we were apprehensive of being attacked by Kosoko ; anti on hearing

subsequently from Dr. Irving that several of the Sierra Leone people at

Abbeokuta were provided with percussion muskets, but had neither caps nor

hall cartridge, I applied to the Senior Officer, who at once furnished a supply,

which I immediately sent off to Dr. Irving. '

I have also represented to King Docemo the propriety of his assisting his

friends; and he has promised me that he will send them a quantity of iron bars

to make ball, and fifty kegs of gunpowder. I

I have also written to the King of Dahomey a warning letter, copy ofwhich

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship ; and I have addressed. a letter

to Kosoko, to the King of Porto Novo, and t0 the Chiefs of Batiagry, calling

on them not to aid the King of Dahomey in his intended attack on Abbeokuta,

?nd to restrain the people under their influence from joining the Dahomian
orces.

On the arrival of Commodore Adams a week since, I brought to his notice
the apprehended attack on Abbeokuta, and he gave me a letter to forward to the

King of Dahomey couched in the same sense as mine. '

Should {the King Gezo receive those letters beforehe has gone too far, it is

not improbable he may make the interference of the English an excuse-fOr
abandoning his enterprize. ,

In explanation of the concluding part of my letter to King of Dahomey, I
feel bound to inform your Lordship that were the just principle audz' alteram
partem,vad0pted in judging of the differences between the King and the Ecrbas ,
it would be found that Dahomey’s first attack on Abbeokuta cannot beacon:
sidered as quite unprovoked. I have in my possession a list of more than
twenty-five of the towns [and large Villages on the Dahomian frontier which have
been swept from the face of the earth, and their inhabitants either slain or taken
captive by the Egbas, prior to the Dahomian attack on Abbeokuta ; and another
list of more than twenty large towns and villages that have met a similar fate at
the hands of the Egbas since the Dah’omian attack on their town, independent
of the long Siege by the Egbas of the fortified town of Adu. which town
Dahomey considers as the key to his dominions on the eastwarti, and to the
territory ruled over by his relative the King of Porto Novo.

_ I have, &C. '
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.
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Inclosure in No. 47.

Consul Campbell to the King of Dahomey.

Lagos, January 26, 1855.

BENJAMIN CAMPBELL, Esquire, Consul to Her Britannia Majesty

Queen Victoria for the Bight of Benin; residing at Lagos, sends his best

respects to His Highness Gezo, King of Dahomey.
The Consul has heard, with great pain and uneasiness, that the King of

Dahomey is now on his road, with a large alamy 0f Dahomians and Ashantees,

to Abbeokuta, with the intention of attacking that town, destroying it, and

killing and enslaving its inhabitants.
The Queen of England’s Consul warns His Highness the King of Dahomey

that there are in the town of Abbeokuta several subjects of Her Majesty the Queen

of England, employed in the peaceful, innocent, and good object of introducing

among its inhabitants the pure and holy religion of Jesus Christ—the only

religion which leads to civilization, and which has civilized those portions of

mankind which have embraced it; and that any wrong or injury done to the

Queen of England’s subjects, so usefully and innocently employed, by the armies

of the King of Dahomey, will draw down on the King the great. displeasure of-

the Queen of England’s Government; and of the whole Christian world.

The Consul also reminds His Highness the King of Dahomey that there

are residing in Abbeokuta about 3,000 Africans of the Yeruba natiOn, who were

liberated from slavery by the philanthropy and benevolence of the English,

taken to Sierra Leone, there made free, taught the Christian religion, and some

of the useful trades and occupations of civilized life. That, although these

people have returned of their own free will to the land of their fathers, the

Queen of England’s Government and her people continue to feel the greatest

interest for their present and future welfare; and that the killing or again

enslaving those people who have once been made free by England will be looked

upon with indignation, and not without a feeling of horrOr, that, if they should fall

into the hands of the King of Dahomey‘s soldiery, it may he the fate of some of

them to be sacrificed at those annual cruel customs, the bare description of

which, by those who have witnessed them, makes every Christian heart in
England bleed with horror.

The Consul, therefore, in the hope that this letter may reach the King’s

hands in time, most seriously and solemnly entreats him to abandonhis intended

attack on Abbeokuta, and to call home his armies. Should the King disregard

the Consul’s entreaty, then the Consul must remind the King that, should, a

good providence protect Abbeokuta on the present, as on the King’s last attack

on that town, defeat will bring ruin, disgrace and mortification on the King ;‘

Which, combined with the suppression of the Slave Trade, may prostrate his

power for ever; but that, Should unhappily the‘ King’s overwhelming force

prevail, and the Queen of England’s subjects be killed or maltreated, then the

Queen will have right to demand redress from the King of Dahomey, whose

dominions are bounded on one side by that ocean through which'the King

receives his supplies, and on which the Queen’s power, through her ships of war,

is irresistible. ,

In the hope that, on‘ this friendly letter being read to,‘ and understood by

the King, he will abandon his present enterprise, the Consul offers the King the

friendly and impartial interposition of the Queen of England’s Government, to

bring to a friendly settlement any existing disputes between the King and the

people of Abbeokuta, and that the whole influence ofthe Queen of England's

Government with the people of Abbeokuta shall be employed to . restrain them

from giving cause of offence for the future to the King of Dahomey, his allies;

his Chiefs, and people. ‘
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No. 48.

Consul Beeci'oft to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received June 5.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, Februa'ry 20, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to state, for your Lordship’s information, that I left

this place in Her Majesty’s steamer “ Antelope’: on the 18th ultimo, foethe

purpose of delivering the annual presents to the ngs end Chlefs 1n the varlous

rivers in the Bight of Biafra, and returned from the last rlver melted (Cameroons)

on the 10th instant. ' .

I beg leave to inclose a brief journal of my proceedings while on that

du .
1?YAt Bonny, I found it necessary to depose King Pepple, and beg leaye to

inclose the papers connected therewith. .

I have further to acquaint your Lordship that I have detained the first of

the presents sent out for New Calabar, as it was proved that King Ammacree

and his Chiefs had negotiated with a slaver subsequently to the signing of the

Treaty with England for the suppression of the foreign Slave Trade. I beg

leave to inclose a portion of the “ Restorado’s” Slave Trade book while in the

New Calabar river, involving three of the Chiefs in this nefariqus proceeding.

Now, although Ammacree gave information to the white thenfin the river, of

the purpose for which the “ Restorado” had come, and which eventually led to

her capture, yet, in my estimation, whatever might have been his real intention

in regard to her, he forfeited all claim to the presents. In my opinion, the

simple act of' negotiation, the promise on his part to supply a. certain number of

slaves on condition of being paid a certain price, was to all intents and purposes

a breach of that faith, for the keeping ‘of which inviolate these presents were to

be given. No doubt, the measure will make them more careful in future. I

wait, hov‘ve—ver, your Lordship’s direction as to their disposal. This slave-vessel

was captured by Her Majesty’s ship “ Ferret,” in March last year.

On _ the application .of the masters and supercargoes in this river, I

interfered in a quarrel that had existed for some time between the New Calabar

and Eganny people, to the great detriment of the trade of the river, and

obtained from the King and Chiefs a written promise to settle the dispute

within one month. -, ~

I have the honour to inclose Appendage to the Old Calabar Slave Trade

Treaty 'of the 6th December, 1841, and beg to refer your Lordship to my
journal for my other proceedings in that river. I inclose, also, the whole of
the papers in connexion with the delivery of the presents.

I trust my proceedings will meet with your Lordship’s approbation.

, 'I have, &c. t

(Signed) JOHN BEECROFT.
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Inclosure 1 in No. 48.

Journal of Proceedings in the Rivers Bonny, New Calabar, Old Calabar,
- anal Cameroons.

ON January 19th, Her Majesty’s Consul, John Beecroft, Esquire, agrived
in Bonny, to investigate KingPepple’s conduct, and at the request of the
masters conveyed in two letters on December 17th and December 3 lst.

January 20th, at 10 A.M., went on shore, and convened a meeting of King
Pepple and Chiefs. The first point entered upon was Pepple’s reason for trying
to commence a war with New Calabar, which he denied, and said such was never
his intention. The Chiefs said it was his intention, and that they accompanied
him as far as in sight of Young Town, without knowing .his intention was
otherwise than to visit his mother’s country, Billa; and upon arriving there, he
requested them to lay in wait at a certain point, which the Calabar men must
pass on their way to the ships, which they refused, telling him they did not
come to war. ,

The next question was relative to whether, if the Consul reinstated him,
prohibiting him from all trade, and allowing him two-thirds of the “ coomey” for
his support, he would remain as King, and conduct the business of the country
as formerly. Upon consideration, he answered he would do so.

The Chiefs were then asked if they would keep him as King upon these
terms. V They answered, they were tired of his rule, and did not Wish him to
remain King any longer, bringing a series of charges against him, such as
oppression and tyranny.

The Consul then inquired whom they had appointed for his successor, if' he
was removed from being King, as he could not allow the country to remain.
without a headman. They answered, Prince Dappo, the son of an elder brother
than Pepple, and the rightful heir. The Consul informed them he should draw
up certain laws, restricting him from all trade, &c., allowing him two-thirds of
the “ coomey” for his support, and that his whole time must be given to govern-
ing the country; to all of which they were agreeable. '

Upon Prince Dappo being proposed, Pepple claimed the protection of the
Consul, and begged to be removed to Fernando P0, to which the Consul
consented. '

Shortly afterwards, the whole of the Chiefs said, that sooner than Pepple
should be taken away, they would let him be King again. They also said they
thought if he was taken away, the Eboe men would not pay either his debts
or theirs. It was elicited from them that the chief reason they did not wish
him to go was, that they might be called upon to pay his debts, and that it was
contrary to their jew-jew. The Consul explained he was not taking him away,
but allowing him tofgo at his own request. The Chiefs then retired to discuss,
and afterwards said they did not care where Pepple went, if he paid his debts
first. .

The whole of this day and the 2151; were devoted to hearing palavers, and
going through the book. ' .

On the 23rd, Pepple was pronounced deposed, and Prince Dappo formally
elected King, under the title of King Dappo, the boats of Her Majesty’s ship
“ Antelope” firing a salute of twenty-one guns.

The 24th and 25th were spent settling palavers at New Calabar,
where a book Was given by the Chiefs, promising to settle the Eganny trade
in one month from the date, under heavy penalties. The presents from .
Her Majesty the Queen of England were refused to be delivered over to the
King and Chiefs, upon proving that they had trafficked With the slaver captured
by Her Majesty’s ship “ Ferret” in March last, and subsequently to the making
of the Treaty. ‘

The 26th, 27th, and 28th, were occupied in surveying and laying down
buoys at the entrance of the Bonny. .

‘ Sunday, 29th.—-—Weighed at 3 P.M., and proceeded, and anchored in
Clarence Cove at 10 A.M. next day, when Pepple and suite were landed. A
smart .tornado at the time. The remainder of the day was occupied inarrangmg for Pepple’s accommodation, &c.
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Tuesday, Blst.—The greater part of this day was spent in alienating some

affairs with my own people. Embarked at 5-30 P.M., weighed at b 0 clock, and

shaped a course t'or‘Old Calabar.

Wednesday, February lst.—¥Daylight, East Head, N.N.E. Anchored of]?

Duke Town at 1‘30 PM. Found seven ships in the river. At 22-30 P.M. Germ

mander Young and myself in his gig left for Creek Town, to ~‘callilpon lung

Eye, and to invite him on board Her Majesty’s steamer “ Antelépe ’ the nest

day, to receive the last of his presents. He was very glad t0 see me. We

remained with him half an hour. In returning to the steamer, we eneountered

a shower of rain, although it is the dry season. Arrived on board a little after

sunset.

Thursday, 2nd.-—‘—6'3O A.M., went on shore, accompanied by Commander
Vonng. Waited on Ml'. and Mrs. Anderson, missionaries 0f the_ Scotch

Presbyterian Church. They represented a few grievances under whlch they

alleged they laboured, and Mr. Anderson was requested to he on .board at

10 o’clock. to meet the Chiefs, &c. The same message was sentto King Duke

Ephraim and his Chiefs, with the intimation that, as they had no clock,. a gun

should he fired, and a flag hoisted at the fore to indicate the hqur, particularly

requesting them to be on board to time. Returned on heart}. l0 o’clock,

King Eyo made his appeawnce in a ship’s boat, canoes following With banners

flying. The quarter-deck 0f the steamer was adorned with flags ; he was much

pleased with his reception. His presents weredelivered to hirn. Ring D'ulie
Ephraim did not come on board until near 12 o’clock, when I rebuked him

severely in the presence of King Eyo and his Chiefs. His presents were
delivered to him, and he returned to Duke Town immediately. King Eye, with
the masters and supercargoes, took luncheon on the quarter-deck. He left,
with his Chiefs, at 2'30, with a salute of seven guns. 4 o’clock, Visited Old
Town; called upon Mr. and Mrs. Edgerley, Presbyterian missionaries. Saw
Captain Calvert, master of the ship “ Calabar,” and his wife: he is indisposed.
Mr. Edgerley complained to me of a man named Bundoo, one of Old Willy
Tom’s slaves, having insulted Mrs. Edgerley. We called on pld Willy Tom.
He was very sick, apparently not long for this world. Requested him to send
Bundoo off to Her Majesty’s steamer “ Antelope,” to have the matter investi—
gated. Took our leave, and returned on board the steamen. Midnight, a
passing shower of rain.

Friday, 3rd.—-6'30, went on shore ; took breakfast With Mr. and Mrs.
Anderson at the mission-house, to be in readiness for the confeiyence to be held
in the school-room of the mission with the King and Chiefs, &c., at 10 o’clock.
Circulars, giving intimation of the conference to be held, had been issued the
previous evening. I was gratified in finding themvall punctual in, their attendance.
Various palavers were entered into and discussed, the chief being the practice of
infanticide, and the custom of human sacrifice, aTreaty providing for its abolish-
ment having been signed by them two years ago; but there is too much reason
to fear it is still done in secret. Another matter brought forward was the
unlawful detention of boats and people from Fernando Po on frivolous pleas. I
pointed out to the younger people the folly of allowing themselves to be lead by
the nose in their misdeeds by a few old fools, imbued with absurd superstitious
notions—King Duke Ephraim being one of them. I rebuked him severely, and
told him that he was unfit to rule, that he must reform and mend his ways. .
However, time, it is to he hoped, will do all: when the few old superstitious people
now remaining go hence, there is every probability that the rising generation will
throw to the winds those silly and cruel practices, the cause ofunhappiness to
thousands, and the curse and bane of their country. I fined a slave belonging
to John Archibong, a Chief, 2,000 copper rods, for an assault on M r. Edgerley ;
the fine was paid within two hours, to be appropriated for the benefit of the
mission. The Court then adjourned, all apparently well satisfied. Took our
Ewe}of Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Edgerley, &c., and returned on
oar .

Sunday, 5th.—-IIazy. Made out Cape Cameroons, and stood for its
Anchored Wlth Green Patch, north. Sent gig and cutter to sound. Weighed
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and proceeded cautiously across the flats; picked up the boats, and anchored

at 2 PM. between Bell and Acqua towns. Mr. Blyth and Captain Kirby, frOm

the hulk “ Alexander Grant," visited us. In the course of the evening one of

the Dido Town Chiefs came on board, anxious to know what palaver brought

the steamer there. He left rather uneasy on hearing that King Pepple was at

Fernando Po.

Monday, 6th.-——I—Iazy. Visited the Baptist mission and the Acqua Town

Chiefs ; they looked solemn, and appeared to be in a very low key. Left them

and returned on board. After breakfast Commander Young accompanied me

on shore to call on King Bell. Talked over some palavers with him relative to

the detention of boats and canoes. I told him that all such matters should be

settled by a meeting of masters, supercargoes and Chiefs, the decision. of such

meeting being final, and the aggressor inall such cases fined five puncheons of

good palm oil, according to Treaty. Judging from his talk, it would appear that

there would be much difficulty in effecting this, from want of confidence in, and

good feeling towards each other among the Chiefs. Took our leave and returned

on board. After dinner Commander Young and myselfvisited Hickory, or Old

Bell’s Town; being near sunset, we were obliged to curtail our visit. The Chief

Presso Bell is one of the best Chiefs in Cameroons.

Tuesday, 7th.——Daylight: cool and pleasant. 6'30 went on shore ; visited

the mission and the Chief of Acqua Town. In the afternoon Commander

Young and myself visited Ned Dido’s Town, called on Charles Dido, who

had taken and detained a Krooboy from a Fernando Po boat. I rebuked him,

and told him that the Chiefs, &c., ought to have fined him five puncheons of

palm oil, but it was very evident to me, that the Chiefs being all as deep in the

, mud as he was in the mire, could not with the spirit of independence they ought

to possess, meet, adjudicate, and enforce a penalty in such cases, for they have

all, more or less, committed themselves by detaining slaves and canoes, and thus

causing palavers to the great detriment of trade. He was inclined to be insolent.

We walked to the beach; I demanded the Krooboy, and he was delivered up to

me, telling me, at the same time, that he would not have given him up to any

other person. They made a great Glamour about the alleged detention of some

of their people at Fernando P0, to which place they had gone as labourers on

hire. I told them that all their people at Fernando Po Were at perfect liberty to

return, but that no force should be used to compel them to do so; that, very

naturally, many preferred remaining there free, to returning to Cameroons and

slavery; that they had better go over themselves and look after their people;

advised them not to send over any more of them, and told them that during the

whole time I had resided there, I had not once employed one Cameroon man

or boy. I requested Charley and Ned Dido to come on board tor-morrow at

10 o’clock, and took our leave. ' -

Wednesday, 8th.-—6'30, went on shore, and walked to Acqua Town ; saw Dido

and Tim Aequa, and desired them to be ofl? at 10 o’clock; Returned on board.

I then read the Commercial Treaty to them, the Treaty 'for the protectiOn
of missionaries, and the document granting a piece of ground for Christian
interment. I then reminded them that they had broken the Treatyby the
detention of canoes and boats, and by demanding coomey from ships not lying
off their beach. I rebuked them, and strictly enjoined them not‘ to allow these

things to happen again. They promised that they should not. .I told them I
would come on shore at 5 o’clock, accompanied by Commander Young, and
Inspect the ground set apart for the interment of Christians; accordingly at that
hour we went on shore with the Chiefs and Mr. Horton Johnson. They pointed
out a thick bush called “ jew-jew,” Which they gave to the mission to 'clear‘ and
melose for the purpose before mentioned. I told them it would be a great benefit
to the town and all concerned to have it cleared away ; this, owing to some of
their superstitious foibles, they said they dare not do. Took our leave, and
returned on board. ' ' ‘

'. Thursday, 9th.-—6'30, Commander Young accompafiied me On shore; met
John Acqua (not present with the other Chiefs yesterday), Mr. Horton JohnSon,
and tge Acqfia Town Chiefs ; they had commenced to clear away the bush, but

LASS .
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were interfered with by John Acqua, who said he feared the mission would build

houses upon the ground, and encroach on the road from the'town to the beach.

I found, however, that this matter could be easfly arranged, If I would draw out

a document to the effect that no houses should be bullt on the ground, that they

land should not be appropriated to any other purpose whatever, save that of a

Christian burial-‘yard, and that no encroachment whatever should be made.on

the road from the town to the beach, signed by Mr. Horton Johnson, the Ch1efs

of Acqua Town, and witnessed by myself. They all appearet'l pleased and

satisfied. We took our leave and returned on board. Had a v1s1t from all of

them. 11 o’clock, just after she swung to the flood, weighed and proceeded;

after passing Cape Cameroons, a strong sea-breeze. Anchored at 4'3Q off

Bimbia in four fathoms, about three miles from KingWilham’s Point. Dechned

going on shore until next morning at daylight.

Friday, 10th.—2 A.M., lightning, thunder, rain, and a smart breeze, whiCh.

continued till 8 o’clock; declined visiting Bimbia. at present. 9 o’clock”

weighed and proceeded, and anchored in Clarence Cove at 2 o’clock. I landed

at my island home Shortly after. -

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 48},

Chiefs and Traders in the River Bonny t0 Consul Beecroft.

Sir,

WE,,the Undersigned, Chiefs and’ traders in the River B'onny, beg most’.

respectfully to lay before your notice a series of cornplaintg eonnectecl‘ with

aggressions and injustice towards us on the part of Wilham Peppl'e, late King, of ‘

this place : .
1. There is an ancient. custom, that when any person dies the King

bestows a donation of cloth, &e. He takes advantage of this afterwards, and

seizes upon all the effects of the party deceased, and if the head‘ of a house, takes

possession of all. _
2. We object to his receiving the whole ofthe coomey and the compensation

money from the Queen of England, as, previous to his being King, a portion of

the coomey and other public monies was set aside for the. exigencies of the
country; instead of which he keeps all, thereby enabling, him to send goods to

all the markets at such prices as we are totally unfit to compete with, and‘

seriously injuring the whole trade of the country. On several occasions, when
representations have been made to him about the high prices his boys have.
been paying at the fair, the parties complaining have been imprisoned by him

, and: mulcted in heavy fines. He has also frequently expressed his detérmination
to suppress and ruin every house in the country, in order that he might. have
sole and uncontrolled power. '

3. The last and most serious act of his, had we cooperated with him,
would have been attended with total ruin to the country, as well as very serious
and ruinous loss to the. ships in the river. He induced us, by misrepresenta-
time, to equip all our war canoes, to the number of forty-three'('and at very large
expense), for the purpose of payinga visit of’ ceremony to the Billa country, the
birthplace of his mother, but on approaching New Calabar we suspected his
motives were hostile to that country; subsequent events have proved this, and?
we refi‘Jsed to proceed, seeing too that we had no cause for going to war. \ On
our return to Bonny the whole voice of the country called for his removal, and
we accordingly declared him no longer King,

4.. As we are anxious that the Court ofEquity established here by- you
should be carried on as heretofOI-e, we beg you to excuse us attending the house
hullt by the white men, as, from its proximity to the King’s, we consider our
hves' not safe while there, but will most willingly attend anywhere else when
required, until this matter is satisfactorily arranged. And finally, we beg your
assmtance 1n removing him from this place, as we are fully determined that
should he remain as King we will one and all leave the country,,as we are quite
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satisfied that fair and free trade cannot be carried on so long as he remains in
power. _

We remam, 8w.
(Signed) Annie Pepple

Prince Foobra
Manilla
Capt. Hart
Sonjoo Allison
Jack Brown
Foobra
Worrasoo
George Goodhead
Gogo Foobra
King Holliday
Boniface
Tom Brown
Charley Africa

for John
Tom Taylor
Jack Telefar
Oge Africa
Dick Telefar
Jack Wilson Pepple

.
J

>Their marks.

 J
 

Inclosure 3 in N0. 48.

King Pepple to the Captains and Supercargoes in the River Bonny.

Gentlemen, King’s House, Bonny, November 9, 1853.
I AM anxious to pay a visit to the Billa country, and shall feel much

obliged if two or more captains or supercargoes Will go with me in their boats
as far as Calabar river, to invite King Amachree on board of my canoe, as I wish
to see him and make him a small present.

This is a perfectly friendly invitation on my part, and if' Amachree Will not
accept of it, I beg that one captain Will remain at King Amachree’s as a
guarantee that he may come back safe. I intend to leave Bonny in four days,
and I wish to return in four days from that time to Bonny. The Billa is the
native country of my mother.

I remain, &c.
(Signed) KING PEPPLE.

P.S.-—I do not know when I shall leave Bonny, but When I do leave I shall
return in four days. An answer will oblige as soon as convenient.

. K, P.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 48.

Proclamation.

I, John Beecroft, Esquire, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, and Charles Henry
Young, Captain of Her Britannic Majesty’s steamer “Antelopej? to our
trusty and well—beloved friend Prince Dappo, greeting. ,

WHEREAS it having been deemed fit. and expedient, for the benefit and
welfare and safety of the country of Grand Bonny and peeple underthe .rule
and government of King Pepple, and the better protection of legitimate trade,
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that he, King Pepple, be deposed, which has been done. by the voice of the

Chiefs and people, and that our trusty and well—beloved frlend Prtnce Dappo is

proved to be the rightful heir, by being the ‘son of an eldet' brother“. We hereby

do nominate and appoint the said Prince Dappo to be hls successor, and reign

instead of King Pepple, the ceremony being formally performed.

Court House, Grand Bonny, this 23rd day of January, 1854.

In our presence,

(Signed) JOHN BEECROFT.
Her Britannia: Majesty’s Consul.

CHARLES HENRY YOUNG,

Lieutenant Commanding Her Majesty’s steamer “ Antelope.’

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 48.

Additional Articles to the Bonny Commercial Treatyw.

IT having been deemed necessary for the welfare of the country to depose

King Pepple and to elect a new King, Prince Dappo was declared King, and the

following additions were'made to the Commercial Treaty:

ARTICLE I.

That the newly-elected King, from this time henceforward, after paying his

present debts, of Which due notice must be given, shall not be allowed to trade,

directly or indirectly (by giving trust to Bonny men), but that he shall receive

two—thirds of the coomey of every ship coming to trade in the river for his

support ; the other third to be placed on one side to go to the exigencies of the

country; each party contributing sufficient for the support of Pepple out of

their shares, provided he is not possessed of sufficient means of his own. And

further, should he, the King, he found trading, he shall be fined in his own

portion of the first coomey that becomes due after the ofi'ence. And any person

~ giving such information as shall lead to his conviction of having traded shall be

entitled to one puncheon reward; and should he show any resentful feeling, by

committing any act of injustice or oppression upon the person giving such

information, he shall be fined in a still larger amount at the option of the

Court. ~ «

ARTICLE II.

That the King or Chiefs shall not be allowed to seize upon, confine, or

oppress, or cause to be seized upon, Confined, or oppressed, any trader, without

first consulting, and with the sanction of, the Court. And further, that no

Chief shall be allowed to seize upon the oil, or boys, of any trader so long as the V

said party owes debts to the ships. Should such an occurrence take place, the

party so offending shall be fined for the first ofl'ence five puncheons of palm oil,

and to be doubled upon a repetition of the offence.

ARTICLE III.

That the King or Chiefs shall not be allowed to go to war with any neigh-

bouring country without informing the supercargoes of their, reasons and

necessity for so doing. And should it be thoughtnecessary for them to do so,

it is distinctly understood that all debts owing to the ships must be .first paid,

saving and excepting they are attacked by any other country, and obliged to

defend themselves. ,
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ARTICLE IV.

That the headmen, officers, and slaves of the deposed King who have been

in the habit of trading hitherto, shall still be allowed to trade without hindrance

or molestation, and with the same freedom as any other house in the Bonny.

ARTICLE V.

That all future meetings are distinctly understood to be held in- the Court-

house, built for that purpose ; and after due notice has been given, any super-

cargo, king, chief, or trader being called upon and refusing to attend, eXcept

from illness or some other satisfactory reason, shall be fined in one puncheon of

palm oil for every such offence.

ARTICLE VI.

‘That the King and Chiefs upon any decision of the Court as to fines, or

placing any offending party under arrest, must be responsible to the Court that

those fines are produced within the time fixed upon; and it is to be understood

that all fines are wholly and solely the property of the Court, until the present

debts upon the house are liquidated, after which time one-half will be used at

the discretion of the Court, and the other half to the public funds of the country

aIOng With the coomeys, &c. . v

ARTICLE VII.

As a number of buoys are about to be placed in the approaches to Bonny,

we shall hold the King and Chiefs of Bonny responsible for any acts of wilful

damage they may receive. And as an act of encouragement to the pilots, should

the master of any vessel enter or leave the river upon his own responsibility,

and without requiring their services, they shall be entitled to one-half pilotage.

Should they be required and attend, they shall be entitled to the whole pilotage

as formerly ; but if refusing to attend when called upon, they shall lose all claim
upon the vessel, and be subject to such other penalties as the Court may decide

upon.

ARTICLE VIII.

That in the event of any difiiculty arising from unforeseen circumstances,
or such as we have not had brought under our notice, before we may be

empowered to draw out such fresh clauses as may be deemed necessary; and

Which being approved of and signed by Her Majesty’s Consul, may be considered
as the laws of the country.

ARTICLE IX.

That in the event of any disturbance arising in the Eboo or'other place,
that injures our trade, and over Which we have no control, it shall be the King’s ,
duty, assisted by his Chiefs, to immediately send up and take such steps as may
be considered requisite for its settlement.

ARTICLE X,

That Yaniboo and Ishaca from this time henceforward are to be cbnSidered '

Chiefs of Bonny, and take their parts accordingly. ' ~

ARTICLE XI.

That upon the arrival of any ship,~ the King (not being allowed to trade)
requiring certain articles for his own personal use, the supercargo and himself
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shall be at liberty to arrange the matter, the King allowing the amount to be

deducted from his coomey.

(Signed) King Dappo’s >4 mark.

‘ Annie Pepple’s
Captain Hart’s
Manilla Pepple’s
Sonjoo Allison’s
Jack Brown’s
Foobra’s
Worrasoo’s
Boniface’s
Gogo Foobra’s
George Goodhead’s
Tom Taylor’s
Tom Brown’s
Oge Africa’s
Charley Africa’s
Jack Wilson Pepple’s N ,,

King Holliday’s boy’s N mark, he being sick.

3:

n

u

n

u

u

n

u

n

n

n

u

7’

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

1)

Ishaka’s N ,,

Jack Telefar’s N ,,

» Dick Telefar’s M ,,

,. Court House, Grand Bonny, this 23rd day of January, 1854:.

(Signed) John Beecroft, Her Britannia Majesty’s Consul.

Charles Henry Young, Lieutenant, Her Majesty’s
vsteam-vessel "‘ Antelope.”

J . H. W. Bowman, Clerk, in charge pf Her

Majesty’s steam—vessel “ Antelope.”
Chas. Caine, ship “Africa.” ‘
Thos. F. Stowe, “ Saracen.”

E. Wylie, Agentfor C. Horsfall 8; Op.

Thomas Gregory, Chairman, “ Princess Royal.”
F. Grant, “Hero.”
.J. A. Ward, “ St. Andrew.”
R. E. Birkett, St. Lawrence."

Thos. Starker, “ Lady of the Lake.” _

R. Richards, Surgeon, barque “ St. Lawrence.”

ADDITIONAL ARTICLE XII.

Any King, Chief, trader, or boy, coming armed to the Court—house, or

attended by armed followers, or keeping armed followers in the neighbourhood

of the Court, during any meeting, shall be heavily fined in fifty puncheons of

palm oil, in equal proportions from the King and Chiefs, and will also seriously

incur the displeasure of Her Majesty’s Representatives.

 

Inclosure 6 in No. 48.

1728 Masters and Supermrgoes in the New Calabar Rizie’r to Consul Beecroft.

Sir, New Calabar River, January 24, 1854.

WE, the Undersigned, respectfully solicit your interference for the settlement
of a long-standing disPute of most serious detriment to the general interests of
trade between the Long Brass, generally known as the Eganny, and the New
Calabar_C)_hiefs, or rather the two'factions of the New Calabar Town, one side
bemg Wlllmg and anxious for an amicable adjustment, whilst the other has as
stubbornly opposed it unless upon their own terms.

We are, &c.
(Signed) . THOS. F. STONE‘

E. GOLDSTONE.
E. W. THOMPSON.
THOMAS GREGORY.
R. E. BIRKETT.
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Inclosure 7 in No. 48;

Paper signed by the King and Chiefs of New Calabar.

WE the Undersigned, King and Chiefs of New Galahar, do faithfully
promise Her Majesty’s Consul, John Beecroft, Esquire, thatwe' will settle the
dispute between the Eganny country and ourselves, and cause the' trade to be
opened as formerly, within the space of one month from this date, or forfeit
five puncheons of good palm oil.

Dated in New Calabar river, on board Her Majesty’s steamer “ Antelope,”
this twenty—fifth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four.

  

(Signed)
King Amaeree N Warmate N
Prince Will N Quaker N
Will Barboy >4 Standfast Jack M
Harry Braid N Yellow Duke N
George Amacree N Big‘Fogolo, N
Battabo E Jungo' N ,
West India . Jack Rich N Their marks.
Manuel N Then‘ marks. Tbm LaWSOn N
Big Harry >4 Don Pedro >4
Young Harry N Dick Barboy N
George Will M Young Annie M
George Goodhead N Duke Mornae N
Foobra Amacree >4 Tiger Amacree M
Young Braid N

Witnesses to signatures :
(Signed) John Beecroft, Her Majesty’s Consul..

C. H“ Young! Lieutenant, Commanding Her
Majesty’s steamer “ Antelope.”

Thomas Gregory.
R. E. Birkett.
F. Grant.
E. Goldstone.
Thos. F. Stone.
J. Warde.
E. W. Thompson.
J. A. Christie.
Chas. Caine.
Charles Perry.

 

Inclosure 8 in No 48.

Declaration.

I, THE lawful successor of the late King Archibon‘g I, of Calabar; db:
hereby agree to all the Articles and conditions contained in a Treaty made on
the 6th day of December, 1841, by William Simpson Blount, Esquire, Lieutenant
commanding Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “ Pluto,” 0n the part of Her Majesty
the Queen of England, and. King Eyamba.

In testimony thereof, I have this day signed the present document, to be
appended to that Treaty, in the presence of John Beecroft, Esquire, Her
Majesty’s Consul for the Bight of Biafra; and‘the‘witnesses whose names are
hereunto subscribed.

Done at Duke Town, Old Calabar, thie:2nd- day of February, 1854.
(Signed) KING DUKE EPHRAIM.

Witnesses:
(Signed) J.’ H. W. BOWMAN, Clerk in Charge of Her,

Majesty’s steamer “ Antelope.”
EDWD. H. POWELL.
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Inclosure 9 in No. 48.

Declaration.

1, KING PEPPLE, of the River Bonny, do hereby deplare that the

proclamation named in the [st Article of a Treaty between myself and Captaln

Thomas Rodney Eden, on the part of Her Majesty the Queen of England, has

been duly issued, and the laws therein mentioned strlctly and fully enforced.

Given at the King’s House, River Bonny, this 23rd day of January, 1854.
(Signed) KING PEPPLE.

Witnesses:

(Signed) THOMAS GREGORY.
F. GRANT.
R. E. BIRKETT.
CHAS. CAINE.
J. A. WARDE.
THOS. F. STONE.
E. WYLIE.

 

Inclosure 10 in No. 48.

Certificate.

WE, the Undersigned, do certify that to the best of our knowledge and

belief, no Slave Trade has existed in the River Bonny, or been carried on in any

way, from or through the territory of King Pepple, since the date of the

Agreement concluded with him by Captain Thomas Rodney: Eden, of the

“ Amphitrite,” in November 1848.
(Signed) THOMAS GREGORY.

J . A. WARDE.
CHAS. CAINE.
F. GRANT.
E. WYLIE. _
THOS. F. STONE.
R. E. BIRKETT.

 

Inclosure 11 in No. 48.’

List of Presents.

A LIST of goods composing ,the third annual gift of presents from Her
Majesty the Queen of England to King Pepple, of the River Bonny, delivered
by Her Majesty’s Consul for the Eight of Biafra, on the 23rd January, 1854,
according to the stipulation of the Treaty of the 21812 November, 1848.

355 guns, in 18 cases.
100 half-barrels powder.

10,000 musket-flints, in 10 kegs.

(Signed) KING PEPPLE.

 

Inclosure 12 in No. 48.

List of Presents.

A PIST of goods compqsing the fifth and last annual gift of presents from
Her MaJesty the Queen of England to King Eyo and Duke Ephraim, of the
Rlver Old Calabar, delivered by Her Majesty’s Consul for the Bight of Biafra,
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on the 2nd February, 1854, according to the stipulation of the Treaty of the

6th December, 1841, and its Additional Articles of the 30th November, 1842.

80 cases containing brass rods, 3 ft. = 8,000 lbs. = 5,600.
100 halfabarrels powder.

1 hide, tanned.

Equal part to each.
(Signed) KING EYO HONESTY.

KING DUKE EPHRAIM.

 

Inclosure 13 in No. 48.

Declaration.

1, KING EYO, of Creek Town, of the River 01d Calabar, do hereby

declare that the proclamation named in the Ist Article of a Treaty between

myself and Lieutenant W. S. Blount, on the part of Her Majesty the Queen of

England, has been duly issued, and the laws therein mentioned strictly and fully

enforced.
Given at the King’s House, Creek Town, Old Calabar, this 2nd day of

February, 1854.
(Signed) KING EYO HONESTY.

Witnesses: »

(Signed) JOHN STEANE MORGAN, “Lady Head.”
EDWD. H. POWELL.

 

Inclosure 14 in No. 48.

Declaration.

I, DUKE EPHRAIM, of the River 01d Calabar, do hereby declare that

the proclamation named in the let Article of a Treaty between my predecessor,

King Eyamba, and Lieutenant W. S. Blount, on the part of Her Majesty the

Queen of England, has been duly issued, and the laws therein mentioned strictly

and fully enforced.
_ Given at the Duke’s House, River Old Calabar, this 2nd day of February,

1854. '
(Signed) KING DUKE EPHRAIM.

Witnesses : '
(Signed( JOHN STEANE MORGAN, “ Lady Head.”

EDWD. H. POWELL. ,

 

Inclosure 15 in No. 48.

Certificate.

WE, the Undersigned, do certify that to the best of our knowledge and
belief, no Slave Trade has existed in the River 01d Calabar, or been carried

on in any way from 01' through the territory of King Eyo, of Creek Town, since

the date of the Agreement concluded With him by Lieutenant W. S. Blount, of
the “ Pluto,” in December 1841;

‘ (Signed) JOHN STEANE MORGAN,
“Lady Head.”

JOSEPH CUTHBERTSON,
“ Elizabeth Bibby.”

Old Oalabar, February 2, 1854. . '

 

CLASS B.
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Inclosure 16 in No. 48.

Certificate.

WE, the Undersigned, do certify that to the best of our knowledge and

belief, no Slave Trade has existed in the River of Old Calabar, pr been carried

on in any way from or through the territory of Duke Ephraim, si‘nce the date of

the Agreement concluded with his predecessor, King Eyamba, by Lieutenant

W. S. Blount, of the “ Pluto,” in December 1841.

(Signed) JOHN STEANE MORGAN,
“ Lady Head.”

JOSEPH CUTHBERTSON,
“ Elizabeth Bibby.”

Old Calabm', February 2, 1854.

 

No. 49.

Consul Beecroft to the Earl of Clarendon.—~(Received Jyme 5.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, February 25, 1854.

I BEG leave to remind your Lordship, that although in accordance with

the stipulation granting to King Pepple, of Bonny, a yearly subsidy, in consi-

deration of his signing the Treaty for the Suppression of the Foreign Slave Trade

should have terminated last year, that there are still two years’ presents remaining

due to him. ,.

And, if your Lordship should think fit so to direct, there will be one year’s

presents“ due to Ammacree of New Calabar, in addition to the presents I have

now Withheld, pending your Lordship’s instructions.
I have &c.

(Signed) JOHN BEECROFT.

 

No. 50.

9‘ Consul Beecroft to the Earl of Clarendon.-—-(Received J&me 5.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, March 10, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclos‘e herewith an Additional Article to the Slave

Trade Treaty With Bonny, of the 2151: November, 1848, Signed by King

Pepple’s successor. ‘ ~ ‘
I have, &c.

(Signed) JOHN BEECROFT.

 

Inclosure in No. 50.

Agreement.

I, THE lawful successor of the late de osed Kin Pe 1e of G an
do hereby agree to all the articles and condigons contaginedpilh a, Trealtyfhfaggrgr;
the 2lst dey of November, 1848, by Thomas Rodney Eden, Esquire, Captain 'of
Her Magesny’s shlp “ Amphitrite,” 0n the part of Her Majesty 'the Queen of
England, and Klng Pepple. In testimony thereof, I have this day signed the

'3 That is to say, the aecond esent due in Au 1131:1853 th‘ '
promised by the Treaty of August 1153:“. , g , lee annual presents havmg been
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present document to be appended to that Treaty, in the presence of John

Beecroft, Esquire, Her Majesty’s Consul for the Bight of Biafra, and the

witnesses Whose names are hereunto subscribed.

Done at the Court House, Grand Bonny, this 28th day of January, 1854.
his

(Signed) KING M DAPPO.
mark.

JOHN BEECROFT.

Witnesses: -

(Signed) THOMAS GREGORY.
CHARLES CAINE.
R. E. BIRKE’I‘T.
H. STEWART.
E. WYLIE.

 

No. 51.

The Earl of Clarendon t0 Consul Beecroft.

Sir, - Foreign Ofice, June 29, 1854.

'I HAVE received your despatch of the 20th of February last, inclosing

a journal of your proceedings from the 18th of January to'the 10th of February,

whilst visiting various rivers in the Bight of Biafi’a, and reporting the circum-

stances under which you had thought it necessary to withhold the first of

the three annual presents promised to King Ammacree of New Calabar, by the

Treaty of August 8, 1851.
I have read your journal With much interest, and I have to inform you that

I approve your proceedings as reported therein.
I have also to express my approval of your having, in consequence of King

Ammacree’s Violation of the Treaty of 1851, in the matter of the slave-vessel
“ Restaurada,” withheld the present due to that Chief.

You will retain in your possession the articles composing that present,

until you shall be satisfied that Ammacree is fairly entitled to receive it, and

when that time comes, you will report to me What articles should be sent for
his second and third presents.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 52.

The Earl of Clarendon t0 Consul Beecroft.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, June 30, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 25th of February last, stating that

the fourth and fifth annual presents due to Pepple, the ex-«King of the Bonny,

have not yet been sent out to you for delivery to that Chief; and I have in reply

to desire that you Will inform me of what articles the presents in question should
consist, in order that they may be prepared and forwarded tgz you.

I am, 0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

. No. 53.

Acting—Oonsul Lynslager to the Edrl of Clarendon.—(Received October 6.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, August 7, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, for your Lordship’s information,

copies of depositions made before me, relative to a slaver which ran into the
River Bonny, with copies of the documents mentioned therein.

Captain; R. E. Birkett, Who makes the first deposition, is at present '
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master of the ship. “ Belle,” of Liverpool, belonging to Messrs. Hatton and

Cookson, Mersey-street, Liverpool, and is now 011 hls_ Passage to that place.

Captain Hemingway mentioned in that deposmon, 1s supercargo of the

ship “ Roderick Dhu,” and trading for the firm of Messrs. Stuart and Douglas,

Liverpool. He has had the schooner repaired, put cargo 1n her, andeent her

away ; her destination is supposed to be the River Brass or Rlver Benm. She

is under the command of the sailing-master, or mate (M1‘.MOTaggart), of the

“Roderick Dhu,” and the surgeon of the same vessel is supposed to be

supercargo. . . _ . ' _

It appears, my Lord, to be a case reqmrmg a very strlct; Investlgatlon,

Captain Hemingway having apparently acted 1n defiance 9f all law and Justlce ;

it also tends very much to decrease the estimation in Wthh the wh_1te men are

held by the natives, When any one thus openly takes away property 1n charge of

a second party, and that property for the British Government, and under the

charge Of a British subject. .

The original depositions, documents, flag; and keys, have beer} dehyered up

to Commander Bedingfeld, of Her Majesty’s steam—ship “ Pluto,” m thls place,

who will forward them to Commander Miller, senior oflieer it} the Bight of

Benin.
1 have, 8:0.

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER. ,

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 53.

' Depositions of Captain Birkelt and others.

[See Class A, Inclosure 3 in No. 119.]

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 53.

Paper authorizing Captain Birkett to take possession of the “Mercedita.”

CONSTA por esta como yo B. Gonsales, amo de la goleta Espanola

“Mercedita ” entrando en esta puerto en necesidad sin ancras y bleno de aqua

pues saliendo de la barra enbarrancamos y soldamente per salbar la bida hubimos

tiempo de entrar a1 puerto y atracarla atierra y come no teniamos bote pues la

gente abia abandona el buque y se abian ydo a la playa me fue precise acer

entrege a1 primer y solo Capitan Baguet como si fuera 1m barco de guerra o

Consul Ynges y al mismo tiempo pedirle e1 ausilio para que me llevase a su

bordo pues no tenia. seguridad de ninguna clase. V
(Signed) BENTURA GONSALES, Capitan.

' ' JOSSE CARERA.
Rio de Benis, 26 de Junio, 1854. 1

Witness to the signature of Captain Bentura Gonsales:
(Signed) R. RICHARDS, Surgeon to the ship “ Belle.”

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 53.

Declaration of Supercargo and Captain of the “Mercedita,” and Inventory

of Goods.

[See Class A, Inclosure 2 in No.v119.]
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No. 54.

Acting—Cu‘nsul Lynslager to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 6.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, August 7, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch
of the 29th of June last, approving‘of the late Consul Beecroft’s proceedings in
the rivers, as reported in his despatch of the 20th of February last:

The presents for Ammacree, of New Calahar, W111 be detained here for
further instructions from your Lordship.

 

I have, &c. '
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

No. 55.

Acting-Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Clarendon.~—(Received October 6.)

My Lord, ‘ Clarence, Fernando Po, August 7, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your LordShip’s despatch

of the 30th June last, relative to the presents due to Pepple, eX-King 0f Bonny ;
and to state, in reply to your Lordship’s desire, that Pepple wishes guns and
powder, in equal proportions, for the presents now due.

 

I have, &c. ‘
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

No. 56.

Acting-Consul Lynslayer to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 6.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, August 7, 1854.
IN the late Consul Beecroft’s despatch to your Lordship, dated February

20, 1854, relating his proceedings in the adjacent rivers, your Lordship will
observe that he'gave King Pepple, who had been deposed in the River Bonny,
a passage to this place at his own reqTiest.

I beg to inelose herewith a despatch fi‘om the Court of Equity established
in the River Bonny, and a letter, written at the request of the King and Chiefs,
addressed to the late Consul, in, answer to inquiries he had made if the Kingand Chiefs were aVerse to Pepple’s return to the Billa country, the birthplace
of his mother. ,

, His (King Pepple’s) solicitations to me to be allowed to return to the River
Bonny are incessant, and, not being complied with, he has imbibed the idea
that he is a ,prisoner here, and my endeavours to appease him'are fruitless.

I am led to believe that his means for the sustenance of himselfand servantsare small, and he has not received any part of the promised allowance for his
maintenance in this place.

Under these circumstances, my Lord, I most respectfully request thatyour Lordship will inform me what steps I should take, either in detaining him
here, or allowing him to go Wheresoever he chooses.

Should your Lordship consider it necessary, for the safety of the trade andBritish property in the River Bonny, that he should not be allowed to return tothe River Bonny, or any part-of the continent of Africa, I would beg leave tosuggest to your Lordship that he be removed from this Colony, as the means ofcommunication to that river are very frequent, and he might use these means in
such a manner as to cause a civil rebellion among the Bonny people, throughsome of his friends in that place. '

I have, &c. ‘
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.
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Inclosure l in No. 56.

The Chairman and Members of the Court of Equity, Bonny, t0 Consul Beecroft.

Sir, Court House, Bonny River, April 20, 1854.

IN answer to your communication per mail and “ Celma ”. respecting

Pepple’s going to Billa, we have held two meetings of King and Chefs, at beth

of which they expressed their decided objection to 1115 gomg, or even returning

here.
They said the country was peaceable; that they were making amicable

arrangements with fresh trading-places in the interior, and everything gomg 011

well; that his return to either place would upset all, and that, instead of the

whole of the canoes and boys going to the fair, as now, every trader would keep

back one-half to protect himself and the town. They are very much against it.
With respect to the expenses, we beg to remind you of your promise to let

us and the King and Chiefs know what Pepple took away With hlm. They

desire this very much, as it is their opinion he has plenty of means (if not with

him), and they say that their agreement to support him was entiirely contingent

on his not being able to do it himself ; should this be the case, they Willw1llingly
pay sooner than have him back.

The Calabar men also strongly object to his going to Billa. They wish to
be on friendly terms with Bonny.

(Signed) F. GRANTJ Chairman.
J. A. WARDE.
R. E. BIRKETT.
E. WYLIE,
THOMAS GREGORY.
THOS. F. STONE.
CHAS. CAINEN

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 56.

Captain Warde to Consul Beecroft.

Dear Sir, ‘ Bonny, April 21, 1854.

I HAVE been requested by the King and Chiefs to address you, apart
from the oficial communication you Will receive from us in reply to your
qltestion as to whether the eX-King Pepple may return to Billa, or elsewhere on
the continent of Africa.

They say his sole object in wishing to come back is for the purpose of
intrigue, to create disturbance and mischief with the neighbouring States, and
to interrupt the trade of the river; and should such an occurrence take place,
they would be necessitated to keep half their canoes and men from the fairs, for
defence, and the traffic of the river would suffer much in consequence. They
therefore implore you not 011 any account to permit him to land on any part of
the continent.

They wish me also to inform you that negotiations are going on between
themselves and New Calabar, for the purpose of establishing permanent peace
between them ; and should Pepple return, all such am’angements would cease.
I may also add that the King and Chiefs of New Calabar express extreme
aversion to his return. , .

You will doubtless remember, When King Pepple was deposed, it was
stated that it would meet with the decided opposition of the natives of Eboe;
as a proof that such is not the case, the King of the principal State in the
interior (Ahombala) is at present in Bonny, seeking friendly relations with the
King and Chiefs. ,

' I remain, &c.
(Signed) J. A. WARDE.

We, the Undersigned, King and Chiefs of Bonny, hereby certify that the
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inclosed letter was written to you by Captain John A. Warde, at our request,
and that it expresses our wishes to you in detail.

(Signed) KING DAPPO ><:
ANNE PEPPLE >4
CAPT. HART x Th . k
SUNJEW ALLISON N 6“ mar 3'
BLACK FOOBRA >4
WARRISOO >4

 

No. 57.

The Earl of Clarendon t0 Acting-C'onsul Lysslager.

Sir, Foreign Ofit‘ce, October 23, 1854.

I HAVE received your two despatches of the 7th of August,alt requesting
instructions as to what steps should be taken With regard to Pepple, the eX-King
of the Bonny river, Who accompanied Mr. Beecroft to Fernando P0 in January
last ; and stating that Pepple Wishes to receive guns and powder in equal
quantities, in discharge of the fourth and fifth annual presents remaining due
to him from Her Majesty’s Government under the Treaty of the 2lst of
November, 1848.

I have to state to you in reply, that it is, of course, desirable that. Pepple
should, if possible, be prevented. from returning to the River Bonny, or going
to any place from whence he might find means of disturbing the peace of' his
former territory. And I have to suggest, With this view, that you should assign
to the eX-King some place of residence sufficiently remote from the Bonny, and
that you should require him to engage to remain there under pain of incurring
the displeasure of Her Majesty’s Government if he should fail to do so. You
Will also inform the eX—King that if he undertakes to accept this engagement,
and if he faithfully observes it, Her Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po will be
authorised to pay to him, by instalments, in money, the sum of 4,000 dollars,
which is the amount of the two annual presents remaining due to him. You.
will at the same time state to him that Her Majesty’s Government consider
that muskets and gunpowder Will not be suitable articles to be given to him in
his present position.

, I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 58.

The Eatl of Clarendon to Acting—C'onsul Lynslager.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, December 14, 1854.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 23rd of October last, respecting;

the two annual presents remaining due to Pepple, the ex—King of the Bonny
river, I have to acquaint you that the Lords of the Treasury have concurred in
my proposal that these presents should be paid in money, and not in muskets
or gunpowder; and I have to inform you that you will be at libertyto pay to
Pepple, by instalments, the 4,000 dollars due to him, and to reimburse yourself
by drawing bills accordingly, at thirty days’ sight, upon the Lords Commissioners
of Her Majesty’s Treasury. _ , '

I am, &c. , ,
(Signed) CLARENDON. .

 

5" Nos. 55 and 56.
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No. 59.

Acting-Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 5,‘ 1855.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, November 28, 1854.,

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of the 23rd October, relative to the eX-Kirig Pepple. .

In reply thereto, I beg to inform your Lordshlp that I Wfli be able to give

a final reply to that despatch per next mail, as I have not received any answer

from ex-King Pepple to your Lordship’s proposal.

I have further to inform your Lordship that Commodore Adams is expected

here daily, when I will request that a small steamer may be placed at my

service, for the purpose of visiting the rivers. . .

I again beg to assure your Lordship that every exertion will be used here

for the continuance of the duties of Her Majesty’s Consulate.
I have, &0.

(Signed) J. W. B. L‘YNSLAGER.

 

No. 60.

Acting-Consul Lynslager to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received Febmary 13, 1855.)

My Lord, Clarence, Fernando Po, December 30, 1854.

I BEG to inclose herewith a copy of a despatch addressed by me to

Commodore Adams, Commander—in-chief, &c., relative to eX-King Pepple.

Having consulted with Commodore Adams as to the best place to which he V

could be removed, we both considered that the Island of Ascension was a most

suitable place for his residence, being.)r a British Colony, and from which he could

have no communication with the River Bonny, his former territory.

On the 5th instant I informed the eX-King of this decision, in a desPatch a.

cepy of which I beg to inclose.
Commodore Adams had given Commander Clavering, of Her Majesty’s

,steam-sloop “ Pluto,” instructions to receive the eX-King and suite on-board for

passage to Ascension.
Early on the morning of the 7th, the eX-King’s wife reported that Pepple

had disappeared during the night; that his hat and stick were found on the

road leading to Goderich Bay, and that she was of opinion he had committed

suicide by drowning himself. I immediately got a number of Kroomen, and

searched the bush and the bay, but could get no tidings of him; his wife and

female servants were apparently in great grief, crying and howling much for his

loss. Two boats had gone out of this harbour during the night; and supposing

that he might have taken passage in one of them, I wrote to Commander

Clavering that I considered it would be advisable to proceed in search of the

boats. Steam was got up, and I proceeded With them; we soon found the

boats, but Pepple was not there.
As I felt confident that the ex-King had not committed the crime of self—

destruction. I summoned his male servants, and by threatening them with

imprisonment, &c., they said if I gave them some men they would show Where

he was. Constables and Kroomen were provided, and the boys led the wav into

the bush for about two and a-half miles, where the eX-King was found sitting

under the shade of two trees, surrounded with thick brushwood. I have sent

my palanquin to carry him in, as he is now unable to walk'far. On his being

brought to me, I allowed him one hour to change his clothing, and then to

embark on board the “ Pluto,” arid he went on board before sunset. I

On inquiry, I found that he had been misinformed about Ascension, viz.,

that he Would have to purchase water at a high rate, and that provisions Were

equally high. On my explaining to him that, during the passage, and on his arrival

there, every attention would be paid to him, and that he would have one of

Commodore Adams’ houses to reside in, he was perfectly satisfied, and quite

Willing to accede to my wishes.
He earnestly requested that I would give him a document stating how he
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was to receive his 4,000 dollars. I furnished him with one, a copy of which I
beg to inclose.

I also beg leave to inclose copies of two letters I received from him on the
8th instant, previous to sailing. Y

He was very anxious for his wife Allapoota, and servants, to accompany
him; his wife was afraid to go, for fear she could not return here again if she
wished. I gave her and the servants a document, requesting the commanders
of Her Majesty’s ships to give her a passage here if she wished it.

I also beg leave to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a
despatch I have addressed to the chairman and members of the Court of Equity,
Bonny, relative to the eX-King’s annual allowance of 3002. sterling.

I hope, my Lord, that my proceedings in this case will meet your approval,
it being very necessary that the ex-King Pepple should be removed some
distance from his former territory; and I do not hesitate in saying that if he is
kept at Ascension, a flourishing trade will take place in the River Bonny.

Ihave, &c.
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 60.

Acting-Oonsul Lynslagcr to Commodore Adams.

Sir, Fernando Po, December 4, 1854.
I BEG to inclose herewith a copy of a despatch addressed by me to Her

Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for ForeignAfl'airs, relative to ex—King
Pepple, at present residing here, With a copy of a despatch from the Foreign Office, ,
in answer thereto. .

On a recent occasion a boy of Pepple’s went to Bonny, and was the means
of creating a disturbance Which stopped the trade for ninety—six days, to the
severe loss of the shipping.

The proximity of this place to the River Bonny, renders the ex-King’s
residence here very undesirable, and I propose that he be removed to Ascension,
as a more secure place, and from which he can hold no communication with
Bonn .

Iyshall be glad to have your opinion, if my proposal meets your approval.\
am, &c.

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 60.

Acting-C'onsul Lynslager to Ew-King Pepple.

Sir, Fernando Po, December 5, 1854.
I HAVE to inform you that I have received a despatch from Her Majesty’s

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in which it is stated that it is
desirable to prevent your returnng to the River Bonny, and that I am to appoint
you a place of residence. -

As a British Colony is much more desirable for your residence than this,
a Spanish Colony, I have consulted With Commodore Adams, Commander-in:
chief of Her Britannia Majesty’s Naval Forces on this coast, and have come
to the conclusion that the Island of Ascension is much more suitable for your
residence, from its healthy qualities and distance from your former territory,
than any place on this coast.

I have therefore to request that yourself, wife, and servants, with your
property, be prepared to embark from this place, in Her Majesty’s steam—sloop
“Pluto,” for the above-named island, on Thursday the 7th instant at noon.

On your arrival there, Commodore Adams has very kindly promised to let
you have his house for a residence. ‘

I am, &0. ~
(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.
 

CLASS B.
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Ihclosure 3 in No. 60. -

Acting- Consul Lynslager to Ew—King Pepple.

V'Sir, Fernando Po, December 8, 1854.

I HAVE to inform you that the sum of 4,000 dollars, two years’ annual

resents, now due you by Her Majesty’s Government, under Treaty of the

.21st November, 1848, will be paid to you by instalments, should you' conduct

yourself to the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Government during your residence

in Ascension.
.

I have also to inform you that your annual allowance of 3001. sterhng, by

the King and Chiefs of the River Bonny; shall be duly handed over to you, and

‘ for which I shall make due application, by the first vessel leaving here for that

1 e.
P a As the goods sent from Bonny for the above amount Will not be suitable

for sale at Ascension, you will please to inform me whom you commission to

dispose of them on their arrival here.
I am, &c.

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. .60.

Ew-King Pepple to Acting-Consul Lynslager.

Sir, “ Pluto,” Clarence, Fernando Po, December 7, 1854.

I HAVE. the honour of acquainting your Excellency that I am now going

to Ascension by your order as a British Consul; and if it happen that I died at

Ascension or anywhere else, my body must be secured in a rum cask and taking

to Bonny, and be buried near my father grave by the Government; and if I am

spared to return all is right; but I beg that you not lost this memorandum: it

must be shown to any that are concern in the matter ; but I trust it your care,

for I have ofi’ended against the Queen or either British subject.
I am, &c.

(Signed) PEPPLE.

 

Inclosure 5 in"No. 60.

Ew-Kz'ng Pepple t0 Acting~Consul Lynslager.

Sir, ‘ “Pluto,” Fernando Po, December 8; 1854.

I HAVE to request you will be pleased to let me know what space of
time the sum of 4,000 dollars is to be paid me in, as it has been due now some
time. '

With respect to the V annual payment of 300l., it is my request that
Mr. J . W. B. Lynslager, Acting British Consul at Fernando Po, will enforce the
same; also if J. W. B. Lynslager will be kind enough to dispose of the goods
sent from Bonny to the best advantage.

‘ , I am, &c. , .
(Signed) PEPPLE, his N mark.

I also wish you to send for my son, Prince George Pepple, from Bonny,
and then forward him to Ascension, as it is my intention to educate him.

I wish to have some arrangements also respecting my provisions, as I
cannot live upon salt meat, it not agreeing with my complaint.
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Inclosure 6 in N0. 60.

Acting-Consul Lynslager to the Chairman and Members of the Court of
Equity, Bonny.

Gentlemen, Fernando Po; December 12, 1854.

I HAVE to inform you“, that having received instructions from Her
Majesty’s Goyernment that it was desirable to prevent eX-King Pepple’s return
to the River Bonny, and that I was to appoint him a place of residence, I con-
sulted With Commodore Adams, Commander—in—chief, &c. &c., and came to the
conclusion that the Island of Ascension was the most suitable place for his
residence, and he, With his wife and servants, accordingly embarked in Her
Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Pluto,” Which left here on the 8th instant for that place.

I have therefore to request that you Will in future transmit to me the
goods for the annual amount of the allowance to the eX-King Pepple, as I am
authorized by him to receive them, and forward the amount to Ascension.

I hope that, as Pepple is now removed to a place Where ’he' can. have no
communication with the Bonny, his allowance will be punctually paid to me,
so that I may transmit him. the money. _

Previous to Pepple’s leaving here, he desired that I would send his son,
Prince George Pepple, to Ascension, as he wished to educate him. I Will thank
you to inform the boy of this, and if he is Willing to go, to send him over here,
When I will obtain a passage for him in one of Her Majesty’s ships.

I intend visiting you next month, in one of Her Majesty’s steam-vessels.
' I am, &c.

(Signed) J. W. B. LYNSLAGER.

 

No. 61.

The Earl of Clarendon to Acting- Consul Lynslager.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, February 21, 1855.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 30th of December last, reporting

the measures taken by you for the removal of‘ eX—King Pepple from Fernando
Po, and his departure for the Island of Ascension, and I have to inform you that
I approve your proceedings as stated in that despatch.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 62.

Acting-Consul Lynslager to. the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March, 29'.)

My Lord, Fernando Po, February 10, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch

of the 14th December, 1854, relative to the payment of the 4,000 dollars. due:
to the ex-King Pepple. ,

I beg leaye to state that I will await an answer from your Lordship to my,
despatch. of. the 30th December, relating: my proceedings in that instance. .

- I have, &c.
(Signed) J . W‘ B. LYNSLAGER.
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No. 63.

Consul Hanson to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received Octpber 6.)

, ’ Government House, Freetown, Sierra Leone,

My Lord, , September 2, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the. receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of the 11th of March last,* which, however, for some teason unknown

, to me, did not reach me until the 24th of August last.

In reply to your Lordship's 'just observations, I do myself the honour to

state- that at the time that I solicited and was happy in obtaining your Lordship’s

sanction for my employment of my boatmen, I had not contemplated any such

employment, either of them or of myself, as the inspection of eanoes suspected

of being engaged in the Slave Trade. The object which I had, and in which

your Lordship concurred, I have steadily pursued, in personally visiting the

various parts of my Consular district: but when I found that the Slave Trade

was being revived in that district, and found, from frequent communication

which it was my privilege to hold with the Governor of Sierra Leone, that his

Excellency’s views were entirely coincident With my own ; knowing also that

the Treaty of 1849 with the Chiefs of Sherbro, to which, as your Lordship is

aware, the sanction of Her Majesty the Queen has been giyen, clothed his

Excellency the Governor with power to provide for the detention and seizure of

canoes prosecuting the Slave Trade; when, too, I ascertained that the regula-

tions obtaining in the squadron did not permit of any of the ships or their

boats being employed in the Sherbro Lagoon or its tributaries, at the very

time that the native slave—dealers were most actively prosecuting their business;

I candidly confess to your Lordship that I felt, under these circumstances, that,

in view of the Treaty, and under the exigencies of the case, I should have been

derelict to the responsibilities of my position, and faithless to the claims of

humanity, if I were to be deterred by any mere apprehension of personal danger

from usmg every means in my power, even to the seizure of canoes having

slaves in, to enforce the observance of the Treaty.
_ Had I, however, my Lord, felt that the Whole body of the native Chiefs

did not quite expect that I would exercise such a function; or could I, from

what I knew, suspect that they or any of them would question my right to do

so, and that it was consequently likely to involve me in disputes with the

Sherbro Chiefs, and so embarrass Her Majesty’s Government; I trust your

Loi'dshlp will believe that I should not have ventured so to take the course

whieh, untll I. received your Lordship’s despatch, I felt it my duty to follow,

almmg to Justlfy the humane purposes of Her Majesty’s Goyernment in entering

into the Treaty under which I am residing in the Sherbro.
‘ I have above advised your Lordship of my having had the privilege to be
in frequent cpmmunication with his Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone

upon the subJect of the revival of the Slave Trade in the Sherbro. I do myself

the honour to report to your Lordship that, acting under the authority of a
Deputatlon of Vice-Admiralty from his Excellency, I captured on the night of
the 12th of August last, two native canoes containing 89 slaves; and that,

‘35 See Class B, presented 1854, No. 75.
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with his Excellency’s concurrence, as no assistance was afl'orded by the Commo.
dore for their transport hither, I left the Sherbro with the slaves on the
28th ultimo, and arrived here in safety, after a boisterous passage, on the 31st
ultimo.

While I humbly hope for the expression of your Lordship’s satisfaction
that it has thus been my privilege to convey liberty to so many captives, I beg
to assure your Lordship that I will in future faithfully obey‘your Lordship’s
direction, that it is no part of my duty personally to capture canoes.

I have, &c. ,
(Signed) AUGUSTUS WM. HANSON.

 

No. 64.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hanson.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, October 23, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 2nd ultimo, reporting that
you had on the 12th August, under authority from the Governor of Sierra
Leone, captured in the Sherbro river two canoes with 89 slaves on board. And
I have in reply to inform you that I approve of your having made this capture
under the instructions of the Governor of' Sierra Leone. '

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 65.

Consul Hanson to the Earl of Olarendon,~—~(Received February 13, 1855.)

(Extract.) Victoria, Sherbro Island, December, 31, 1854.
IN reporting to your Lordship upon the condition of the Slave Trade in the

Sherbro, I do myself the honour to refer to the opinion I ventured toexpress in
my despatch of the Slst December, 1853,* viz., “that the transport of slaves
by canoe through these waters from the Gallinas to the neighbourhood of the
Colony of Sierra Leone is still continued.” '

During the year just closing, some sixty canoes capable of carrying, on the
average, at least, 40 slaves each, are known to have come into the Boom,
the Jong, and the Kittam rivers for slaves. Of the whole number, probably
some twenty have left with their human cargoes; and with the exception, I
believe, of four—the two I captured, and two taken, as I am informed, by
oflicers of the Colony of Sierra Leone, acting under Commission of the
Governor—the whole number have escaped ; and thus, in the very centre of the
British influence on this coast, and as if in mockery of the efforts of Her
Majesty’s Government for the suppression of the Slave Trade, some 600 or 700'
of slaves have, so far, been taken from this region during the year. Most of the
remaining canoes have their cargoes purchased, and will, no doubt, be Passing
With them very shortly. ,

Until recently a panic seems to have prevented any attempt to return with
their cargoes ; as I am informed that, after the capture of the two canoes by me,
the feeling became very general that their chances of eecaping capture were very
straitened, the more especially so as they well knew that those canoes were fully
armed and manned by a crew who expressed their determination to fight their
way through. It appears, however, that they are now fully aware that no more
?ttempts at seizure will be made here ; and as they are confident of succeeding
1n the open sea in eluding the vigilance of Her Majesty’s ships, numbers are, I '
hear, preparing to leave. The probability, therefore, is, my Lord, that about
2,400 slaves have been purchased in the last twelve months to be passed
through this Lagoon from its tributaries, to the Mellacorree, the Pongas, and
other rivers to the northward. ,

I have taken care, acting on your Lordship’s instructions, to communicate

* See Class B, presented 1854, No. 7‘4.
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What I have learned of the movements of the remaining canoee in a letterl

have addressed “ to the Commander of any of Her Majesty’s shlps, or to the

Senior Naval Officer at Sierra Leone.” I cannot refrain, my Lord, fiom

expressing the hope that some eflicient steps will be talfen to put an end to thlS

canoe-transport Slave Trade, as unless, or untll, that 1s done, the Sherhro can

never cease to be a source and the scene of trouble ; for I neexI hot appmze your

Lordship that the presence of the slave—dealer is sure to origluate slave hunts,

and to foment internecine strifes, and that so long as those cwfl wars and those

slave hunts are even liable of occurrence, so certainly will this productwe tegmn

be devastated ; and so surely also Will the lives and progertles of Her MaJesty’s

subjects here be liable to spoliation, and the prestlge and power of Her

Majesty’s Government be laid open to the contempt of msoleut and worthless

marauders. _
Itgrieves me to have to report to your Lordship, and I beheve your Lord-

ship Will be pained to learn, that during the year I have had to send two Slave

Trade cases, one of direct slave-dealing, and one of pawn-takmg on the part of

liberated Africans from Sierra Leone, to his Excellency Governor Kehnedy. A

third case, which I reported to the Governor, was equally concluswe 0f the

V guilt of the accused; but the pawn (who was himself my informant) vyas tampered

with in Freetown, and the case was not proceeded with. Informatlon was also

obtained by me of two other alleged cases of pawn-taking whlch I also duly

communicated to the Governor. »
I trust, however, my Lord, that it will not be concluded from these facts,

that, after all, the enemies of negro emancipation are in the right ; and that the

philanthropy of England is wasted upon unworthy objects; for “ the slaves of

to-day would, should opportunity present, be all the slave-holderfls of to-morrow.”
. I am not aware, my Lord, that, during the year, any foretgn slave-dealers

have visited the Sherbro. Last June, however, Don Pablo Crispo, Who has

been twice expelled the Gallinas and the Kittam, was said, and I have reason to
believe, truly, to have been on the coast near Cape Mount and Manor Rock ;

and one Don Lewis, or Louis, Who formerly resided in this Lagoon, was ljeported

to have visited the coast near the Rio PQngas ; but whether they, or elther of

them, purchased or conveyed away any slaves, I did not learn; I think they

did not. -

 

No. 66.

Consul Hanson to 'the Earl of- Clarendon,—(Received February 13, 1855.)

My Lord”, Victoria, Shei‘bro Island, December 31, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt on the 4th instant of your
Lordship’s, despatch of the 23rd October, conveying to me the expression of
your Lordship’s approval of my‘having made the capture of the two canoes
containingASQ slaves, of which I informed your Lordship on the 2nd of September
last.

I do. myself the honour to assure your Lordship that the expression of your
Lordship’s approval. is a, sourceof deep gratefulness to me.

I havefiach
(Signed) AUGUSTUS WM HANSON;
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No. 67.

Cownt Colloredo to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October ‘17.)

Chandos House, le 16 'Octobre, 1854.

LE Capitaine Autrichien, Andrea Tripeovich, commandant Ie :bfitiment
marchand Autrichien “Raj,” arrivé derniérement 2% Londres, ‘s’étant présenté
auprés du Consulat-Général d’Autriche, y déposa les faits suivants que le
Soussigné, Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire de Sa Majesté
Impéfiale et ’Royale Apostolique, a l’honneur de porter 91 1a connaissance de son
Excellence M. 1e Comte de Clarendon, Principal Secrétajre d’Etat au Départe-r
ment des Afl'aires Etrangéres de Sa Majeste’ 1a Reine du Royaume Uni de Grande
Bretagne et d’Irlande. -

Le 31 Janvier, 1854, le dit bétiment était mouillé £1 Porto Novo, dans le
Golfe de Guinea, sur la céte d’Afrique.

Le méme jour au soir y arriva un brig de la marine de guerre Anglaise
“ Arab,” commandé par la Capitaine Ogle, lequel envoya son Premier Lieutenant.
:31 bord du bfitiment Autrichien, pour procéder 5‘11 sa Visite. Sur la. déclaration du
capitain‘e qu’ils étaient des Autrichiens arrivés é Porto Novo pour y débarquer'
du “ rum ” et du tabac de leur cargaison, l’officier Anglais répliqua que cela ne
pouvaitr étre, qu’ils étaient des Espagnols arrivés pour faire de la ‘contruebande'
avec des esclaves; i1 demanda é voir 1e ,pavillon, .ainsi que les papiers de bord,
qu"il emporta avec lui pour les présenter a son commandant. ,

Le lendemain la Visite fut efl'ectuée, 2‘1 quelle occasion nombre d’utensiles
furent cassés 'et endommagés, les v'ivres tire’s hors des magasins Vet jetés sur le
pon‘t pendant qu’il pleHVait de maniére que toutes les provisions fument gétéesr.
Cette visite termine’e, 1e Capitaine Autrichien se rendit auprés du commandant
du brig Anglais et protesta Vivement contre le soupgon d’avoir en en Vue 1e
Trafic ydes Négres, .ajoutant qu’un b&timent portant le pavillon Autrichien ne s’y
était jamais livré et qu’il était venu ici pour faire un commerce‘permis. Le
commandant Anglais, non obstant ces assurances, déclara 1e bfitiment en question
comme bonne prise et le fit escorter par son brig jusqu’é. Lagos, 01‘1.se .tmuvait
l’Amiral Bruce.

A son arrivée 21 Lagos 1e bfitiment Autrichien fut soumis é. une seconds
visite, non m'oins ruineuse pour ses efi'ets et sa cargaison que me l’avait 'e’te’ 1a.
premi‘ére, sans qu’elle ait réussi £1 justifier d’aucune maniére les soupgons élevés
contre ce bfitiment. Cependant 1e lendemain, aprés que l’Amiral eut examiné les
papiers du bord, 1e bétiment Autfichien fut déclaré libre et le Consul Anglais
é Lagos délivra un certificat pour empécher que d’autres bfitiments de guerre
l’arrétent dans sa course. .

Aprés une longue navigation le bfitiment en question retourna é Porto
Novo pour y décharger sa cargaison. V,

Les pertes essuyées par ce retard, qui lui fit manquer I’occasion d’un
contrat trés favorable, 1a circonstance qu’il dfit renouveler toutes ses provisions,
qu’on n’achette que trés ‘cher sur' cette céte de l’Afrique, et les dommages que
son b&timent avait soufi‘erts, ont été e’valués par la. capitaine a 1,0001. sterling.

En priant son Excellence de bien vouloir faire prendre les renseignements et
informations nécessaires pour constater ces faits, 1e Soussigné se livre ‘a l’espoir
que, dans le cas oil les réclamatifons du capitaine du béltiment’Autri‘chien en
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question soient trouvées fondées en droit, 1e Gouvernement de Sa Majesté

Britannique ne refusera pas 1a reparation demandée en accordant 1e dédommage-

ment des pertes susmentionnées. _

Le Soussigné, &c. (Signé) COLLOREDO.

 

No. 68.

The Earl of Clarendon to Count Colloredo.

Foreign Ofiice, Octpber 20, 1854:.

THE Undersigned, 810., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the

note which Count Colloredo, 830., addressed to him on the 16th instant,

complaining of the conduct of Captain Ogle, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Arab,” in

having visited and detained the Austrian vessel “Raj,” on a charge of Slave

Trade at Porto Novo on the 31st January last, and claiming 1,000]. as compen-

sation to the owners for the detention of that vessel. .

The Undersigned begs to inform Count Colloredo in reply, that he will

refer this matter to the proper department of Her Majesty’s Government, in

order that the motives which led to the detention of the‘ “ Raj” may be investi-

gated, and on learning the result of such investigation, the Undersigned will have

the honour of communicating further with Count Colloredo on the subject.

The Undersigned, 8w. (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 69.

The Earl of Clarendon to the Earl of Westmorland.

My Lord, Foreign Ofi'ce, October 24, 1854.

I TRANSMIT herewith copies of three despatches which I have received
from His Majesty’s Ambassador at the Porte, and of one which I haveaddressed
to his Excellency, respecting the exportation of slaves frqm Circassia and
Georgia.* .

Your Lordship will communicate the contents of these despatches to Count
Buol, and you will state to his Excellency that I feel sure that the Austrian
Government will sincerely participate in the gratification which Her Majesty’s
Government have felt in learning that Viscount Stratford has succeeded in
obtaining from the Porte the issue of the two firmans (translations of Which
accompany hIS Excellency’s despatch of the 9th instant),’i‘ prohibiting the Traffic
in Slaves in Circassia and Georgia. ‘

Your Lordship will at the same time call the attention of Count Buol t0
the statements contained in Lord Stratford’s instruction to M. Pisani of the
29th of August, and in his Excellency’s despatch to me of the 19th September +
by which it appears that the vessels belonging to the Austrian Lloyd Compan’;
are allowed to convey slaves, and that Lord Stratford has received authentic
information that Georgian children have been brought as slaves to Constanti-
nople. 1n an Austrian steamer, and have been conveyed from thence to a person
high 1n the Turkish employment.

Yon will state to Count Buol that Her Majesty’s Government are convinced
giantt _1t 1:} only necessary dt0 firing this matter under the cognizance of the
us nan overnmen m or er 0 ensure the ' 'a stop to that practice. necessary orders bemg given to put

. I am, 8m. .
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

"5 Nos. 566, 567, 568, and. 570. ' 1- N0. 570. 1: No. 568.
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N0. 70.

The Earl of Westmorland t0 the Eatl of Clarendon.——(Reeeivéd November 6,),

My Lord, Vienna, October 31', 1854.

I CALLED the attention of Count Buol, in conformity with your Lordship’e
directions in your despatch of the 24th instant, to the statements contained in
Lord Stratford’s despatches, by Which it appears that the vessels belonging to
the Lloyds Steam Company are allowed to carry slaves, and I stated to Count
Buol that Her Majesty’s Government are convinced that it is only necessary to
bring this matter under the cognizance of the Austrian Government in order to
ensure the necessary orders being given to put a stop to that practice.

Count Buol said he had never heard asyllable about such, a practice ; that
it was contrary to law to detain any person as a slave on board an Austrian
vessel; that the moment they came on board they were free, and that any
person Who chose had a right to deliver them from such bondage.

Count Buol stated that he rejoiced in the success which had attended Lord
Stratford’s exertions upon this subject, and he Was satisfied that if any case of
the nature stated had taken place, if any persons in that condition had been
transported on board an Austrian vessel, it must have arisen from the conceal-
ment of their condition, and he was sure the Internuncio would, upon applica-
tion, immediately put a stop to such an illegal proceeding.

I have, &c. '
(Signed) WESTMORLAND.

 

No. 71.

The Earl of Clarendon to the Earl of Westmorland.

My Lord, Fbreign Ofice, November 10, 1854.

I HAVE received your Lordship’s despatch of the Slst ultimo, and I have
to instruct you to state to Count Buol that Her Majesty’s Government have
received with satisfaction the expression of his Excellency’s conviction that the
masters of the Austrian Lloyd steamers would not knowingly lend themselves to
the conveyance of slaves by their vessels.

Your Lordship will state to Count B1101 that Her Majesty’s Government
hope that the Government of His Imperial Majesty Will instruct the Internuncio
to take measures in order to put a stop to such proceedings.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 72.

The Earl of Westmorland to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received November 27.)

My Lord, a Vienna, November 22, 1854.
IN compliance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch

of the 10th instant, I stated to Count Buol that, while expressing the satisfaction
you received from his communication as to the abolition of the Slave Trade by
the Turkish Government, your Lordship was anxious that the Internuncio should
be instructed to take measures in order to put a stop to the conveyance of
slaves by the vessels of the Austrian Lloyds Company.

Count Buol stated that he had, by the last post, received a report from the
Internuncio upon this subject, in which he described the manner in which some
persons had brought families on board the Lloyd vessels, with regular passports,

CLAss B. '
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and had embarked on board those ves5els as passengers for Constahtlnople ; that

it was afterwards discovered that some of the persons embarked 1n thts manner

had been slaves, who were under the custody of the persons representlng them-

selves as the heads of these families ; and Count B1101 assured me that he would

look through the correspondence upon this subject, which, as yet, he hac1 not

had. time to do, and that he would write in the sense desn‘ed by your LOI‘dShlP to

the Internuncio with regard to it.
I have, &c.

(Signed) WESTMORLAND.

 

No. 73.

The Earl of Clarendon to the Earl of Westmorland.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, December 1, 1854.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 10th ultimo, respecting the

conveyance of slaves from Georgia and Circassia in yessels helonglng to

the Austrian Lloyds Company, I transmit to your Lordship hereW1th, for your

information, a, copy of a despatch* from Her Majesty’s‘hmbassedor at

Constantinople, inclosing a copy of an instruction on the sthect whlch had

been addressed by the Ottoman Government to the Dragoman of the Potte,

directing him to request the Austrian Legation to give orders fqr the preventlon

of any conveyance of Georgian or Cireassian slaves in ithe Algtrian steamers.
am, e.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 74.

The Eml of Clarendon to Count Colloredo.

Foreign Ofice, January 31-, 1855.

THE Undersigned,-&e., has the honour to inform Count Colloredo, &c.,
that he lost no time in referring to the proper department of Her Majesty’s
Government Count Colloredo’s note of the 16th of October last, claiming, on
behalf of Andrea Tripeovieh, master of the Austrian merchant-vesse] “ Raj,”
compensation for the losses suffered by Captain Tripeovich in consequence of
that vessel having been detained and searched on the coast of Africa by order of
Captain Ogle, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Arab.”

The Undersigned has just received, through the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty, a despatch from Captain Ogle, who is now employed on the West
India Station, stating- the circumstances under which the “Raj ” was detained ;
and the Undersigned, in transmitting to Count Colloredo copies of Captain Ogle’s
despatch and of its inclosures, begs leave to call his particular attention to the
following facts, namely, that the “Raj” was consigned to Domingo Martinez, who
is one of the most notOrious s1ave-dea1ers in Afi'iea ;, that her supercargo was a
Brazilian ; and that she had on board several articles of Slave Trade equipment,
enumerated by Captain Ogle, the conveyance of which rendered the vessel
liable to condemnation under the IXth Article of the Treaty between Great
Britain and Austria of the 20th of December, 1841.

The Undersigned, therefore, trusts that Count Colloredo will be convinced
that Captain Tripeovich, so far from having been dealt with unjustly, was treated
with great leniencyand forbearance, as, indeed, he himself has admitted in his
own voluntary declarations, copies of which accompany Captain Ogle’s
despatch.

The Undersigned, 8w. (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

* No. 578.
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Inclosure 1,111 No. 74.

Commander Ogle to Rear-rAdmiml Fanshawe.

Sir, “ Arab,” at Port Royal, December 22, 1854.

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of copies of a letter from the Under-

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to the Secretary of the Admiralty, and of

its inclosure from the Austrian Minister in London, complaining of my conduct

in having detained the Austrian brig “Raj” on charge of Slave Trade on the

coast of Africa, with your directions that I am to report thereon for their Lord-

ships’ information.
I have the honour to make the following statement:

The Austrian brig “Raj ” was visited in due form by the Senior Lieutenant

of Her Majesty’s sloop “Arab ” on the first of February, 1854, at anchor of

Porto Novo.
The vessel was found to have been chartered by parties at Bahia with a

cargo of rum and tobacco, consigned to Don Martinez, the most notorious

slave-dealer on the coast. On board was a Brazilian supercargo. These circum-

stances created suspicion.
On searching the hold, sundry articles (slave-coppers, poopoo-tubs, scoops

for serving out farina, 8m.) were found, being articles forbidden by the Treaty
for the Suppression of the Slave Trade (vide Art. 1X); the vessel was therefore
detained, and taken to Lagos, but was liberated at the expiration of three days

for the reasons set forth in the declaration made by the master of the Austrian

t brig before Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, a copy of which I inclose.

I beg to call their Lordships’ attention to this declaration, in justification of
my conduct.

I also forward a copy of a letter received from the master of the brig “Rafi’v’

to prove his ingratitude.
I have, &c.

(Signed) GRAHAM OGLE.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 74.

Deposition.

APPEARED voluntarily before me, Benjamin Campbell, Esquire, Her

Britannia Majesty’s Consul for the Eight of Benin, residing at Lagos, Diodate

Andrea Tripeovich, captain and owner of the Austrian merchant brig “ Raj,”

who declareth and saith that, being at Porto Novo, in the Bight of Benin, West

Coast of Africa, on the ‘31st January, 1854, the brig which declarant owns and

commands was Visited by an officer from Her Britannic Majesty’s sloop “Arab,”
Commander Ogle, who, on searching declarant’s vessel, found sundry articles on

board, namely, tubs, known as p00poo tubs, a quantity of mess kids and scoops

for serving out farina; that these articles, forming part of slave equipment, and

being on board contrary to the Articles of the Slave Treaty for the suppression
of the Slave Trade cencluded between Great Britain and Austria, Commander

Ogle detained declarant’s brig and conveyed her to the anchorage off Lagos,

where lay Her Britannic MaieSty’s ship “ Penelope” bearing the flag of the

Commander-in-chief Rear Admiral Bruce. That a further search and inquiry

having been instituted, the Commander—in-chief and Commander Ogle were
satisfied that the Articles of Slave Trade equipment before-mentioned were put
on board by one of the oflicers of deelarant’s brig as a speculation of his own,‘
without declarant’s having any knowledge of the purposes to Which they might
be applied, and of their being contrary to the stipulations of the Treaty for the
suppression of the Slave‘Trade concluded between the twO Powers, and upon
declarant’s throwing the said various articles of' Slave Trade equipment over-
board, declarant’s vessel Was immediately released from further detention.

The declarant further states, that during the three days! his vessel was
under detention, the search was conducted with care and in a manner to give
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no cause of com laint, and that the decision of Commander Ogle, under the

direction of his Cgmmander-in-chief, Rear-Admiral Bruce, to re$tore declarant’s

vessel under the conditions mentioned above, was very considqarate under the

circumstances, and that declarant, so far from being dissatisfied, its most thankful,

the brig “Raj” being his sole property, and declarant being now enabled to

conclude his voyage.
(Signed) DIODATE ANDREA TRIPEOVICH.

Signed before me, Her Majesty’s Consul for the Eight of Benin, residing at

Lagos, this 8th day of February, 1854.
(Signed) B. CAMPBELL.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 74.

Captain Tripeovich to Commander Oglef“

De man bard, ce 1 Fehrier, 1854.

Trés honoré 1e Commandant Graham Ogle,

JE vous soupplie trés humblement, M. 1e Commandanté, (16; me gracier pour

cette foi, et de me me laisse ruiner entiérement par cause d’un gtutre parsque les

objet qu’on a trouves n’appartiens pas é moi qui a mom maitre dl’equipage et qui

je ne conaisai entiérement. J6 savais qu’il avait quelque chose, mais je ne savais

pas combien, et je ne pansais pas qu’eut prandra tout de nigheur pour ses

objites. Quante aux esglaves que vous, Monsieur, sospretez sur moi je vous jure

au Dieu, et en mon honeur, que absolument je n’ava le moindre pansé et que

n’aurais jamais consanti d’embarquer sur mon bord des esglavsl‘, conaissant trés

bien que cela eut defendu par nos loi et par l’humanité et que cette commerce

n’est pas toleré en Europe. Si vous me prenez 1e batimaqt vous ne toue

que pauvre home que je sais j’ai n’ai rien autre au monde e c’egt mon d’unique

esperance. Il n’y a point d’example que bfitiman Autrichiene ay jamais chargé

des esclaves et n’y pansez par que moi dans ma viellez vieillgrd me dishoner

avec cette action.
Je vous souplie en genou, M. 1e Comandanté, par amour de Dieu d’avoir

compassion d’un miserable desespiré et innocent, et je prie 1e Segniur pour

votre conservation, avec un votre bon information aupré (1:; M. l’Amiraille
vous pouvez me saiver. Ayez pitie’, M. 1e Commandanté, et je suis en vos

mains que je besse trehonblement.
Votre, &c.

(Signé) DIODATE ANDREA TRIi‘PEOVICH,
Di Brik “ Roy de Autrichien."

 

No. 75.

Count Colloredo to the Earl of Clarendom—(Received February 2.)

M. 1e Comte, Chandos House, le 2 Fevm'er, 1855.
JE m’empresse de transmettre é. votre Excellence mes remerciments des

renseignements contenus dans la note du 13 Janvier que vous avez bien voulu
m’adresser, M. 1e Comte, au sujet de la visite du bfitiment A'utrichien “Raj ”
rpm 16 brig Anglais “Arab ;” et saisis, &c.

(Signé) COLLOREDO.

 

*' A literal copy; the mistakes are in the original.
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No. 76.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 15.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, Alarch 8, 1854.

WITH reference to my despatches of the 13th of January and 11th of V

February last respectively,* I have the honour of inclosing translation of a

note of the 6th instant, which I have received from the Brazilian Minister for

Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, communicating to me the sentence by

which the Municipal Judge of the District of Marianna has declared the woman

named Maria, and her two children, slaves of the late John Craven, to be free-

and restored to liberty.
I likewise beg to inclose a copy of my reply of the 7th instant to Senhor

de Abreo, requesting, as an appeal has been made in this case to a higher Court,
.

to be informed when the individuals in questlon are actually placed in possession

of liberty.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) ‘HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 1 in ,No. 76.

Senhbr I/impo de Abreo to Mr. Howard;

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, March ‘6, 1854.

WITH reference to my note dated the 7th of February last, Which was

accompanied by the information received from the President of the Province of

Minas Geraes in respect to the case of the freedom of the three slaves 0f the

British subject, John Craven, Who died intestate in the city of Marianna, I have

the honour to hand to Mr. Henry Francis Howard, &c., for his information, the

inclosed copy of the sentence pronounced in that cause by the substitute Muni-

cipal Judge of the district of Marianna, and by Which Maria, of the Monjoflo
nation, and her Creole children, Antonio and Maria, are declared free and

restored to liberty, and to the full enjoyment of it, although the said Judge has
appealed, em oficio, to the Supreme Court of that district.

I avail, &c. ‘ - -

(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 76.

Sentence.

(Translation)

‘HAVING seen and examined this verbal process, in Which are plaintiffs

Mama Monjollo and her ehildren, Maria and Antonio, Creoles, assisted by their
curator, Dr. José Margal dos Santos, and defendants the curator of the inhe-

* See Class B, presented 1854, Nos. 147 and 158.
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ritance of the Englishman, John Craven, and the. collector of the public

revenue; the plaintiff's allege that, having been the sald.John Craven’s slaves,

they were at all times kindly and charitably treated by him, andr that such was

the affectionate manner in which they communed w1th one another; that he

seemed rather to be their father than their owner, and they, the plamtlfi’s, to_ be

his children, and not his slaves ; that he, in thus treating them, at the same time

assured them and other persons, and publicly said, that the plalritlffs would

remain free at his death, being constantly in this beneficent Intention towards

them; so much so, that having, on the 20th of October, .1849, had a paper

written, which is annexed at page 3 to the process, he therein declared “that the

plaintiff's were to remain free,——an intention thus manifested, both in writing and

verbally before many persons, and which remained unaltered at .1115 death,

concluding that they were therefore to be declared fi'eedg—ali of .wh1ch, havtng
been seen and examined, the proofs given, and no efficacious oprSItl'on aRpeEtI'lng
on the part of the collector or of the curator of the mheritanee, .I adyuchcate

this action to have been well—grounded, for the purpose of deplarmg, as I do
declare, the plaintiffs, Maria Monjollo and her children, Maria and Antonio,
Creoles, to be free; and I order that they be restored to libet‘ty in order that

they may fully enjoy it, and I condemn the curator of the inheritance in the
costs.

I hold the present to be published in the hands of the Clerk of the Court,
Who is to make it known, and I appeal ea: oficio to the Supreme Tribunal of the
district. '

Marianna, February 18, 1854.
(Signed) MANOEL JULIO DE MIRANDA.
 

Inclosure 3 in No. 76.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo dc Abreo.

Sir, Rio ole Janeiro, Alarm 7, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note
of yesterday’s date, and‘to return you my thanks for the welcome intelligence
which it conveys of the liberation, by the sentence of the Municipal Judge of
Marianna, 0f the woman and children, slaves of the late John Craven.-

As I perceive, however, that an appeal has been made to another Court, I
shall be obliged to your Excellency to inform me when the individuals in question
are actually placed in possession of liberty.

I have, &0.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 77.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Olarendon.—(Received April 17.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, March 13, 1854.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 11th ultimo,* inclosing
translation of a note of the 3rd of that month, Which I had received from the
Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor d’Abreo, explaining, in reply to
a former note of' mine, the provisions of the Imperial Decree of December
last, relative to the emancipation of a certain class of so-called free Africans, I
have the honOur of transmitting herewith the copy of a further note, together
with its inclosure, which I addresae'd to Senhor Limpo d’Abreo, on the 3rd
instant, with a view to induce the Brazilian Government to accelerate and
facilitate the restoration of all the Afrieans so denominated to the enjoyment of
full liberty.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

* See Claes By-presenbed 1854?, No. 1’60;
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Inclosure l in No. 77.

(Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, March 3, 1854.

I HAD the honour of duly receiving the note addressed to me by your
Excellency on the 3rd ultimo, stating, in answer to mine of the 13th January
last, the intentions of the Imperial Government in respect to the Decree of the
28th of December, 1853, relative to the emancipation of the liberated Africans,
and I beg to return to your Excellency my thanks forthe explanations which it
contains. That note, however, suggests some observations to me, which I
accordingly do myself the honour of submitting for your appreciation.

In the first instance, your Excellency remarks that the necessary distinction
between liberty and emancipation is not made in my above-mentioned note.
To this I beg to reply, that as far as the Mixed Commissions were concerned,
the 7th Article of the Regulations annexed to the Additional Convention of the
28th ofJuly, 1817,provided that the slaves should receive from the Commissions
a. certificate of emancipation, and the term “emancipation ” was likewise employed
in the judgments pronounced by those Commissions. The fact, however, that a
very large class of so-called “ free Africans,” have for a great length of time been
unjustly and unlawfully kept in bondage is so notorious, and has formed the
subject of such reiterated complaints on the part of Her Majesty’s Government,
that it will be unnecessary for me now to dwell upon it.

Your Excellency then proceeds to explain the distinction in question, and
in so doing refers to the Brazilian instructions of the 29th of October, :1'834,
and 19th of November, 1835, and states that they had, With regard to the
hiring out of the free Africans, the double object in View of aiding, by means of
the wages of those Africans. their reexportation, and of keeping them in the
mean time under a tutelar administration. ‘

I find that the 9th Article of the last-named instructions of the year 1835,
provides that “ the produce of the hiring shall be applied either in aid of the
expenses of the reexportation of the Africans, or for their benefit.” As the
Imperial Decree of the 28th of December last imposes upon the Africans eman-
cipated under it the obligation of residing in the places appointed by the
Government, and as your Excellency states that insuperable difficulties have,
since the publication of the instructions, prevented their reexportation,I conclude
that it is the intention of the Imperial Government to adopt the alternative
mentioned in the above—named Article, of applying the accumulated produce of
their hiring for their benefit, by assisting them in their establishment and main-
tenance; and I should feel obliged to your Excellency for information on this
important point. I feel persuaded, however, that the Imperial Government will
not fail to afford every facility to such of the Africans in question who may be
desirous of leaving the Empire.

In reply to my objections to the length of servitude required of the free
Africans previous to their total emancipation, your Excellency states that the
Imperial Government, in order that this period should not be arbitrary, had fixed
the term of fourteen years, Which was that which had already been established
in § 5 of the Alvaré. of the 26th of January, 1818, for Africans declared free by
the Mixed Commission created under the Convention of the 28th of July, 1817 ;
but I beg leave to remark that the same paragraph of that Alvaré, adds that the
“time ofservitude may be shortened by two or more years, according as the
good conduct of these perséns may entitle them to full freedom ;”. and I there-
fore think that I was justified in my Lbjections to the positive and protracted
term of fourteen years fixed by the Imperial Decree of December last, without
regard to the additional clause whichI have just quoted, and of Which I still hope
that the Imperial Government will be disposed to give the benefit to the Africans
to Whom the Decree applies.

Neither the instructions of the 29th October, 1834, nor those of the 19th
November, 1835, prescribe a fixed term ; both of them, on the contrary,
imposed upon the hirers of the Africans the obligation of giving them up when-
ever called upon by the Imperial Government, either for; . the 'purpose of
reexgortation or by reason of the non-fulfilment of any of the Conditions required
0 t em.
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I observe that the Imperial Decree of the 28th of DeceInber last, makes no

mention of the free Africans who are employed in the public serwce, and.with

regard to whose period of service the Alvara of 1818 fixed the same IImItS as

were established for freedmen hired out to private indiVIduals ; and I shall be

obliged to your Excellency to inform me what course the Imperlal Government

proposes to follow in regard to them. ' ‘

With regard to the petition clause in the Imperlal Decree of: Decernber last,

I do not find any similar one in the International TreatIes or Conventions, nor

in the Alvara of the year 1818, or the instructions of 1834 and 183? : acoordmg

to your Excellency’s statement, it has been introduced on eenmderations of

public order, which I fully agree with you ought to be taken into due account,

with a view to prevent the inconvenience which might arise from a sudden and

tumultuous emancipation of a large body of Africans; but I take the hberty of

observing that if the Imperial Government had gradually emanchated the

Africans in question, any danger accruing from simultaneous emanelpation would

have been obviated; and although .I receive with lively satisfaction the assur—

ance contained in your Excellency’s note, that the Imperial Government will not

consent to the provisions of the Decree in favour of the Africans being eluded in

consequence of the existence of the clause in question, I cannot but entertain

apprehensions that the clause will act as a serious impediment to emanmpation,

and will thus defeat the benevolent intentions of the Imperial Government.

It therefore appears to me that the Imperial Government would do well to

abandon it, and relieve the Africans from the onus of petitionng for their

liberty, by assuming themselves the charges of emancipation, and I take the

liberty of suggesting that the Imperial Government should call upon the Judge

or Curator of the Africans, whoever may be the proper authority, for a report of

the length and nature of the services of the Africans to be emaneipated, and that

- the Imperial Government should then proceed to emancipate them, making such

arrangements as may obviate any fear of a disturbance of public order.

' The apprehensions which I entertain generally concerning the difficulties

which the free Africans are likely to encounter before procuring their full liberty,

are confirmed by the case of one of them named Claudio, which has come to my

knowledge, and of which the circumstances are the following: '

In the month of January last Claudio presented himself to Her Majesty’s

Consul, and inquired whether he could be furnished with a paseage on board an

English vessel. Mr. Westwood having found an English captain ready to take

Claudio, the latter addressed a petition for his liberty to the Curator, Senhor

C. H. de Figueiredo, who called upon him to prove that he had the means of

leaving the Empire; upon which Claudio procured a certificate from Mr. West-

wood to the effect that the captain of an English vessel was willing to take him.

This, however, did not suffice, and Claudio was obliged, as your Excellency will

perceive from the inclosed copy of a letter of the 26th of January last, from

Senhor de Figueiredo to Mr. Westwood, to procure another oertificate to the

same effect, signed by the master of the vessel in question and pounterSigned by
the Consul, Claudio’s certificate of liberty was then delivered, but he was
obliged to obtain from your Excellenoy’s office a passport, which I understand
he had to pay for, besides incurring other charges consequent upon the necessity
of employing an agent, and which it would have been impossible for him to meet
had he not been assisted.

I have not learnt that the Curator lent him any pecuniary aid; the question
may therefore be asked, what became of the produce of his hiring? It is
necessary to add that these various formalities, and“ the steps which Claudio was
obliged to take, and of which I have only related a part, were not accomplished
under several weeks, and required, it may be affirmed, more perseverance and
energy to overcome than could be found amongst the generality of Africans.

In conclusion, I beg to express the hope that the considerations and facts
Which I have thus had the honour of laying before your Excellency, will induce
the .Imperial Government to follow up their humane intentions, and to adopt
addltional measures with a view to accelerate the emancipation of the unfortunate
class of individuals of whom this note treats, and thus repair the injury of long
standing done to them.

I avail, 8m.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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Inclosurc 2 in No. 77.

The Curator of Freed Afi'icans to Consul Westwood.

(Translati0u.)
Sir, , Rio de Janeiro, January 26, 1854.

THE free African Claudio, who, according to the certificate of the English .
Consul, may embark on board the English schooner, must present a paper from
the master of the schooner, showing that he takes him in his vessel out of the
Empire, because the Government has ‘ exempted this African from further
services, on condition that he should reside out of the Empire. This paper is
required for presentation at the receiving office of the Municipality of the
Capital, and for the delivery of the letter With which he is to proceed.

The paper which the captain is to furnish, must be similar to the copy
given to the free African Claudio, and be signed also by the Consul.

The Curator,
(Signed) C. H. DE FIGUEIREDO.

 

' No. 78.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—-—(Received April 17.)

My Lord, , Rio de kaez'ro, March 15, 1854.
IN compliance With the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch

of the 28rd of January last,*I this day explained to the Brazilian Minister
for Foreign Afl'airs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, with reference to his note to me of
the 11th of December, 1853, that the communications which had passed between
your Lordship and M. de Macedo, With regard to the proposed Slave Trade
Treaty between Great Britain and Brazil, related generally to that Treaty, and
not to the particular question as to the Visiting of Brazilian merchant—vessels ;
and in order the better to convey to his Excellency the contents of your Lord-
ship’s despatch, I read it to him, and left With him_ a copy of it.

Beyond alluding to the further elucidation of his meaning in respect to
your Lordship’s communications with M. de Macedo, as given in his note to me
of the 30th of December last, a copy of which was inclosed in my despatch
of the 1st of January of this yearnL Senhor de Abreo did not make any further
remark upon your Lordship’s above—mentioned despatch.

I have, &c.
' (Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 79.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign O_flice, April 19, 1854.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th ultimo, and I have toinstruct you to inform the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afl‘airs that HerMajesty’s Government have learnt with great satisfaction that the Municipal

Judge of Marianna has pronounced a judgment directing that the three slaveswho belonged to the late J01111 Craven are to be set at liberty.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

‘3 See Class B, presented 1854-, No. 141. 1‘ Ihid., No. 142.
CLASS B.
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No. 80.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, April 27, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 13th ultimo, inclosing a

copv of a note Which you addressed on the 3rd ultimo to the Brazilian

Minister for Foreign Affairs, urging the Brazilian Government to adopt measures

to accelerate the entire liberation of the negroes in Brazil, emancipated under

the Convention of the 28th of July, 1817 ; and I have in reply to inform you

that I entirely approve of your note to Senhor d’Abreo.
I am, &C.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 81.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, April 27, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 15th ultimo, reporting that

on had communicated to Senhor d’Abreo a copy of my des‘patch to you of

the 23rd of January last,* in which I explained that the Brazilian Government

were mistaken in supposing that Her Majesty’s Government intended to issue

orders to British cruizers to discontinue to search and detain Brazilian vessels

suspected of being engaged in Slave Trade; and I have in reply to express to

you my approval of the manner in which you have executed my instructions.
I am, &c.‘

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 82.

V Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received May 13.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, April 10, 1854.

IN execution of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch

of the 25th of February iast,+ I addressed on the 8th instant to Senhor

Limpo de Abreo, the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, the note of which

I have the honour to inclose a copy, calling his Excellency’s attention to the

cruelty of the system of exporting slaves coastwise in large numbers from

Bahia to Rio de Janeiro, as exemplified by Mr. Morgan, Her Majesty’s Consul

at the fornier port, and suggesting the expediency of putting a stop to it by some

legislative enactment.
I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

Inclosure in No. 82.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, April 8, 1854.

THE list: of which I have the honour of inclosing a. copy, of the number

of slaves, amounting to no less than 1,080, exported coastwise from Bahia to

Rio de Janeiro during the year 1853, has lately been received by Her Majesty’s

Government from Mr. Morgan, Her Majesty’s Consul at the former port, who

has likewise pointed out the grievous hardships which this practice entails upon

the negro population in Brazil.

" See Class B, presented 1854, No.141. f Ibid., No.162. 3t Ibid;, p. 259-
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After afew years’ residence in Brazil, the Bozal negro becomes comparatively
civilized. In time he marries and has a family, and, like the rest of mankind,
must be supposed to possess feelings of attachment to his progeny, All at
once a slave-trader comes into the market from Rio de Janeiro, buys up from
the needy or avariciuus masters all those slaves he can obtain, and in most cases
is the cause of the separation of a father from his wife and children, and vice
versd, the unfortunate African being perhaps sold at his ulterior destination to
some harder master, or to some other unprincipled Speculator.

This Traffic, which to the honour of the Brazilian name does not appear to
be prevalent amongst Brazilians, but to be carried on chiefly by Portuguese,
being covered by the protection of the law, I have been directed by the Earl of
Clarendon, Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to
call your Excellency’s attention to the cruelty of the system involved in it, as
above exemplified, and to suggest that it should be put a stop to by some
Legislative enactment.

I venture to hope that the Imperial Government, who have evinced such
humane and earnest intentions in regard to the abolition of the Slave Trade,
will not be indisposed to entertain this suggestion on the part of my Government
for 1the suppression of a Traffic not less cruel perhaps than the African Trade
itse f.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 83.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 13.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, April 10, 1854.
IN compliance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch

to me of the lst ultimo,* I have notified to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign
Afl’airs the satisfaction with which Her Majesty‘s Government have learnt the
directions given by the Brazilian Government to the proper authorities on the
subject of vessels having been reported to» have cleared out from Bahia for slave-
trading purposes.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 84.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received May 13.)

My Lord, Rio. de Janeiro, April 12, 1854.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 10th instant, inclosing a copy

of the note which I addressed on the 8th instant to the Brazilian Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, in execution of your Lordship’s
Instruction relative to the exportation of slaves coastwise from Bahia to Rio de
Janeiro, I have the honour of inclosing the translation of a reply, dated the
10th instant, which I have since received from his Excellency, stating that the
Brazilian Government will take the subject of that note into their consideration.

I have, 8:0.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

* See Class B, presented 1854, No. 154.
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Inclosure in No. 84.

Senhor Limpo dc Abreo to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, April 10, 1854.

IN acknowledging the receipt of the note whieh wee addressed to

me on the 8th instant by Mr. Henry F. Howard, &c., Wlth a hst of the slaves

exported coastwise from Bahia to Rio de Janeiro with passports granted by the

authorities of the said province during the last year, I have the honour to state

to him that the Imperial Government will take into their eonmderatlon the

vsubject-matter of the said note.
1 avail, &c. a

(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.

 

No. 85.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.———(Received May 13.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, April 12, 1854.

HAVING communicated to Admiral Henderson your Lordship’s decision

that the liberated African, Fernando, who forms the subject of your despatch

to me of the 7th ultimo,=K< should await here the first opportunity that

may offer for sending him to a British Colony; and having learnt from the

Admiral that such an opportunity would occur in a couple of days by Her

Majesty’s ship “Juno,” proceeding to the Cape of Good Hope, I have availed

myself of his offer to order Fernando a passage on board that vessel, and I have

accordingly requested him to send the African in her to the Cape of Good

Ho e.
P I have likewise written to the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope, placing

at his disposal the said Fernando, who is desirous of rejoining his family at
Fernando P0, or Cabinda.

I have, 8w.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 86.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received May 13.)

(Extract) Rio de Janeiro, April 13, 1854.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 12th of February 1ast,1L transmitting
copies of my correspondence with the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Senhor Limpo de Ab‘reo, on the subject of two Portuguese vessels, the “ Guerra”
and the “ Trajano,” which left the Douro some time ago on a slave-trading
expedition, I have the honour of inclosing the translation of a further note of the
,11th instant Which I have received from his Excellency, conveying the latest
information obtained by the Brazilian Government on the subject of those
vessels, together With a copy of my reply of this day’s date, stating how much
obliged I am persuaded Her Majesty’s Government will feel for his attention in
communicating that intelligenee.

I cannot allow this opportunity to go by without calling your Lordship’s
attention to the difficulties Which are interposed in the way of what I believe to
be the honest endeavour which the Brazilian Government are at presentmaking
to put an end to the African Slave Trade, by the ease with Which the slave-
traders, whose head-quarters are at Lisbon and Oporto, are permitted to carry
on their machinations in Portugal, and by the impunity with which they are
enabled to fit out and dispatch. slave-trading expeditions from Portuguese
po 3.

 

* See Class B, presented 1854, No. 157. 1- Ibid., No. 163.
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Inclosure 1 in No. 86.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo, to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) ‘ Rio de Janéiro, April 11, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to acquaint Mr. Henry F. Howard, &c., that from the

last information received by the Imperial Government respecting the Portuguese
schooners “ Guewa ” and “ Trajano,” it appears : first, that these two vessels
are not the property of Bernardo José Machado ;' but that they belong to Thomas
da Costa Ramos, who now residesin Lisbon; secondly, that the said vessels Were
in effect destined to the coast of Africa for the purpose of bringing away slaves,
and on board of one of them there was a certain Venezuelan subject, Benito
Derizanz, long accustomed to the Traffic, who is strongly suspected of having
been commissioned by the said Costa Ramos, with whom he is connected, to
manage the transaction; thirdly, that having touched at Novo Redondo, they
there received cargoes of slaves, with Which they steered towards Havana, and
not for any of the ports of the coasts of this Empire; fourthly, that it appears
that a British cruizer had also touched at the same place, but too late to prevent
the embarkation of the slaves.

Although the Government of Her Britannic Majesty have probably
received the same information through other channels, I hasten to transmit it to
Mr. Howard, as the true destination of those vessels may still be unknown, and
in order that suitable intelligence may be conveyed to the proper quarter.

I reiterate, &c. '
(Signed). ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 86.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, April 13, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note
of the 11th instant, conveying to me the latest intelligence received by the
Imperial Government relative to the two Portuguese vessels the “ Guerra ” and
“Trajano,” which left Oporto some time ago on a slave-trading expedition,
and I will not fail to transmit a copy of it to Her Majesty’s Government, Who,
whether they are already possessed of the information in question or not, Will,
I am convinced, feel equally obliged to your Excellency for your attention in
communicating it to them through me.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD".

 

No. 87.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 13.)

My Lord, , Rio de Janeiro, April 13, 1854. ,

I HAVE the honour to report the circumstances under which I have
thought it my duty to afford my protection to a liberated African of the name
of John, and the measures Which I have taken concerning him.

On the 20th of March, this African presented himself to Mr. Consul‘West-
wood, and stated that he was detained in slavery here, although entitled to his
freedom, and that he, therefore, claimed Brititish protection. After a prepara-
tory examination, Mr; Westwood referred him to me, with the expression of his
opinion that he considered him entitled to such protection. ‘

On my questioning this negro, who spoke English fluently, I was told by
him that he was born ‘at Benguella, and brought to Rio When a child; that
about seventeen years ago he was taken by his master on a slave-trading expedi-
tion to the coast of Africa, but that the vessel having been captured by a
British cruizer, he was taken to the Cape of Good Hope and declared fi‘ee ; that
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he then served an apprenticeship of eight years at Cape Town: under different

masters, whose names are known to me, and continued 1n seijvme at the Cape

afterwards, until within about three years ago, when he took a passage in a

vessel coming to Rio. Here his certificate of freedom was stolen from him, and

a friend of his former Brazilian master again reduced him. to ‘ slavery, and sent

him into the interior of the country, with the object of selling hlm ; but the sale

not having been efi'ected, John was brought back to this city, and had been

beaten and ill-treated by the person who pretended to. be his master, and .that he

had consequently taken an opportunity of making hls escape; and seeking the

protection of the British Consul. _ _

The particulars into which John entered, the manner in Which he related

them, and the circumstance of his speakingEnghsh perfectly well, for a negro, as

well as the knowledge which he showed of the names of the few latter Governors

of the Cape, and of residents there, left no doubt on my mmd but that the mam

features of his story were correct, and that he was entitied to my protectlon

I accordingly granted it to him. At the same tune, however, I addressed

to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, the note

of which I have the honour of inclosing a copy, stating the course which I had

thought it my duty to pursue, and informing his Excellency that I addressed

mvself to him, in order that the fact of John’s liberty might be established, and

that the Brazilian Government might, should the circumstances of the case prove

to be such as reported by John, take the necessary measures for punishing the

individual who had illegally kept him in slavery since his arrival from the

Ca e.
P I have not yet received any reply from Senhor de Abreo 3 but in the mean

time I have learned from private sources that John’s late master, Senhor Antonio

da Costa, has been interrogated, that he declares that he renounces all claim to

John, and that he is endeavouring to make out that he had bought him of his

former master, not knowing him to be a free man.

In the mean time, my further experience of John’s character, the fact of his

speaking Dutch besides English, as well as other circumstances, have confirmed

me in my first impressions that he has a full right to his liberty, and in my

determination to continue to protect him ; and an opportunity occm‘ring of

sending him back to the Cape by Her Majesty’s ship “ Junq,” which sails for

that destination to-morrow, I have this day sent him on board Her Majesty’s

ship “ Madagascar,” which has replaced the “ Crescent” as a receiving ship in

this port, and I have requested Admiral Henderson to order him a passage on

board the “ Juno,” which the Admiral has engaged to do.

At the same time I have written to the Governor of the Cape of Good

Hope recommending John to his good offices, and requesting his Excellency to

be so good as to make inquiries respecting him, and to communicate to me the

result.
I have been obliged to act upon my own responsibility in this case, and I

venture to hope that your Lordship may not see reason to disapprove of the
course I have adopted.

I have, 8m.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 87.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, March 20, 1854.

I HASTEN to inform your Excellency that an African, who calls himself
John, presented himself this evening to me, and, on the ground of his having
been liberated at the Cape of Good Hope, claimed my protection, which I have
thought it my duty to grant him under the following circumstances :—

From the statement this African has made to me, it appears that he was
born at Benguella, and brought to Rio when a child, and consigned to slavery.
Some time Subsequently-wabout seventeen years ago—he was taken by his
master, Senhor Antonio Augusto de Oliveira, to the coast of Africa, on a slave-
tradlng voyage in a Portuguese vessel called the “ Congresso.” The “ Congresso ”
was, however, captured by one of Her Majesty’s cruizers, and taken to the Cape
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of Good Hope, where John was declared free, and where he served an appren—
ticeship of eight years With Judge Mansell and Mr. Ker Hamilton, from both of
whom he received wages. He then served other masters at the Cape, and about
three years ago embarked as a passenger on board the British vessel “ Black
Squall ” for Rio, Where he intended to take service. Soon after his arrival here,
his certificate of freedom, delivered by Mr. Field at Cape Town, was stolen from
him, as he has reason to believe, by a countryman of his, and, being taken up
by the police agents, he was given up to Senhor Antonio Luiz da Costa, Who
resides in Rue Nova da Prainba, in this city, on the plea of the latter being a
friend of Senhor Oliveira, John’s former master. Senhor Luiz da Costa has ever
since held him in slavery, and about seven months ago sent him in charge of a
person called José Custodio to the house of a Captain Barreto, at a place called
Rosal, apparently with the object of selling him. ‘

The sale not having been effected, as it appears from the circumstance of
John speaking English fluently, and declaring to Captain Barreto that he was a
free man, he was sent back to Senhor Costa about ten days ago, and was severely
flogged by him, and still hears the marks of fiage‘llation, and was put'in irons for
not having concealed his history and his knowledge of English. John, Who says
that he was here called Joaquim, took the opportunity of making his escape last
night, and presented himself to-day to Her Majesty’s Consul, by whom he was
immediately referred to me. From the fact of John speaking English fluently,and of his having mentioned the name of Mr. Ker Hamilton, with whose family
I am acquainted, and whom I know to have filled a Government office at the
Cape, and from the clear nature of his statement, I am induced to give full
credence to his story, and consequently I consider him as entitled to my protec-
tion, having once touched the British soil, where his emancipation was a matter
of course. I have therefore the honour of addressing myself to your EXceI-A
lency in order that the fact of his liberty may be established, and that, supposing
the circumstances to have been such as he reports them, the Imperial Govern-
ment may take the necessary steps for punishing the individual Who has illegally
kept him in slavery.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 88.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Oflice,‘May 20, 1854.
I HAVE to inform you that I have received from the Duke of.Newcastle a

copy of a letter addressed to his Grace by Mr. Joseph Sturge of Birmingham
respecting the treatment of the coolies, or Chinese labourers, imported tnto Cuba
and Brazil, in which that gentleman states that the coolies, on them arrival
in Cuba, are publicly bought and sold, and treated as slaves, and that then'
condition is little better in Brazil.

I have therefore to call your attention to this subject, and to desire that you
Will report to me any information Which you may be able to obtain as to the
condition of the free labourers imported into Brazil.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

No. 89.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard‘

Sir, Foreign Oflice; May 20, 1854.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 12th ultimo,* stating

that you have availed yourself of an opportunity afforded to you by Rear-
Admiral Henderson, to send the liberated African Fernando to ‘the Cape of
Good Hope; and I have to acquaint you that, under the peculiar circumstances

’t No. 85.
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of this man’s case, I approve of your having sent him to that colony ; but if a.

large number of negroes should happen at any tnue to he placed at your

disposal for transmission to a British. colony, you Will adhere to the practice

dointed out by Her Majesty’s Government and pursued by your predecessor, of

sending them either to Demerara. or to Trinidad.
I am, &0.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 90.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, May 20, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 13th ultimo,* inclosing a copy

of a note addressed to you on the 11th ultimo by the Brazilian Minister

for'Foreign Affairs, communicating to you the information which had come

to the knowledge of the Imperial Government as to the proceedings of the

Portuguese vessels “ Guerra ” and “ Trajano,” which sailed some time ago from

Oporto on a slave—trading voyage ; and I have in reply to instruct you to express

to Senhor Limpo d’Abreo the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for the

information contained in his note to you above referred to.
I am, Szcu‘

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 91.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard,

Sir, Foreign Ofiz‘ce, May 20, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 13th ultimo, t stating the
circumstances under. which you have afl’orded your protection to a. liberated
African named John, and have obtained for him a passage in Her Majesty’s
ship “ Juno” to the Cape of Good Hope ; and I have to acquaint you that I
entirely approve the course which you have taken in behalf of this man.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 92.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, June 8, 1854.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of three

important Decrees With regard to slavery in Cuba, which were signed by the
Queen of Spain on the 22nd of March 13,513,: and which are intended to promote
the employment of slaves in agricultural labour, the protection of free labourers
comlng from foreign countries, and the registration of slaves.

I am, &e.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 93.

Mr. Howard t0 the Earl of Clarendon.-——(Received’sze 8.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, April 28, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the Brazilian Minister

for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, called upon me. this evening to
acquaint me that he had. received information that a schooner, of the nationality

"" No. 86. + No. 87. :1; Inclosures in No. 384.  
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of which he was not cognizant, was expected in a fortnight or three weeks from
thecoast of Africa, for the purpose of landing a cargo of 400 or 500 Africans,
at or near a place called Tramandahy, 0n the coast of the Brazilian Province of
Rio Grande do Sul; that from the source from which he had received this
information, he believed the report to be probable ; that the Brazilian Govern-
ment had already taken some preliminary measures in the matter, and proposed
to send a Government steamer to-morrow or the day after, to cruize off the
coast in question, in order to intercept the expected vessel; and he inquired of
me whether Admiral Henderson had. a steamer at his disposal for the same
ur ose.

P PI returned his Excellency my best thanks for the information, and stated
that I would write to the Admiral on the subject.

I have accordingly transmitted Senhor de Abreo’s statement to Admiral
Henderson, and suggested to him to order such efficient vessel as he may have
at his disposal, on the service in question.

 

I have, &c. ’
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. ,94-

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, June 13, 1854.
I HAVE received your deepatch of the 28th of April last, reporting

the steps which had been taken by .the Brazilian Government to intercept
a schooner which was expected shortly to arrive in the neighbourhood of Tra-
mandahy from the west coast of Africa, With a cargo of 400 or 500 slaves ; and
I have in reply to instruct you to express to Senhor Limpo d’Abreo the thanks
of Her Majesty’s Government for the measures taken by the Imperial Govern-
ment in this matter.

I am, &c.‘
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 95.

Mr. Howaml to the Earl qf Clarendon.—(Recez‘ved June 15.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 1, 1854.
I HAVE the honour of transmitting herewith copies and translations of

a correspondence which has been exchanged between the Brazilian Minister for
Foreign Afl'airs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, and myself, relative to the Bozal
Africans found in the possession of a Senhor Paes, a merchant of Nitherohy.

Several cases of attempts to reduce free Africans to slavery lately having
come to my knowledge, I had thought it advisable to ask for information on the
subject of those Africans.

I have, 810.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 95.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Mmpa d6 Abreo.

Sir, Rio ale Janeiro, March 29, 1854;

THE public prints have recently announced the arrest, by the authorities
of Nitherohy, of Senhor Paes, of the firm of Paes, Vienna, and Co.,. for
having two Bozal Africans in his possession. This circumstance wculd .either
denote that the territory of Brazil has again been disgraced? by a landing of
Africans, or that they are illegally‘introduced in small numbers into the cnmatry,

CLASS B.
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in consequence of sufficient vigilance not being exercised by the Imperial

authorities in the ports of entrance concernirig the legitimacy ofuthe possessmn of

slaves by passengers and other persons arrivmg from sieve-trading co'untrieS. .

Upon these points, consequei'itly, I should feel obliged for any Information

with which your‘ Excellency may be able to fernlsh me. . _

The same papers state, that the influentlal slaye-ttadlng friends of Senhor

Files are ready to make every sacrifice to rescue him from the'censequences 0f

the crime with which he is charged, but I am persuaded that it IS unnecessary

for me to call your Excellency’s attention to these statements, as I a1_n convmced

that if the charge is substantiated against Senhor Paes, the Imperial Govern-

ment, far from permitting him to be screened from the Just penalty he may hsVe

incurred, will be disposed to vindicate the majesty of the law and to melt him,

whatever his station in life may be, with its fullest severity.
I avail, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 95.

Sanka? Limpo de Abreo to M')‘. Howard.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, April 5, 1854.

IN addition to the note which, on the 31st ultimo? I addressed to

Mr. Henrv F. Howard, 810., acknowledging the receipt of the one which he

addressedvto me dated the 29th, I have the honour to transmit to him the

explanations just received from the Minister of Justice relative to the fact of

Which Mr. Howard’s said note treats, that is, the imprisonment of M. Paes by

the authorities of Nitherohy, in consequence of his having in his possession tWo

Bozal negroes.
From these elucidations, furnished by the Chief of the Police of the province

of Rio de Janeiro, Mr. Howard will see that the said Africans formed no part of

any recent and unknown disembarkations which may have taken place in that

province, there being every reason for believing, on the contrary, that they

escaped from the captures efl'ected in Manguinhos or in Quissaman in February

and November, 1851 ; with which, the apprehensions manifested by Mr. Howard

,in his note, that the territory of Brazil had again been disgraced by a. disembarka—

tion of Africans, and that these had been introduced in small number through

the want of vigilance on the part of the Brazilian authorities, ought to be

dispelled.
From the same elucidations Mr. Howard Will learn, that the respective

process is pending at present which caused the discovery of the two Africans in

the house of the Porthguese, Jofio Joaquim Paes, and who were considered as

Bozal, but Whose freedom has already been adjudicated by the Municipal Judge

of that capital ; and according to the information communicated by the Minister

of Justice, the authorities of Nitherohy have displayed the greatest energy and

activity in their inquiries into the crime, and the prosecution of the indicated
criminals, and the Imperial Government cannot but consider as perfectly

gratuitous the supposition that they could be in any manner influenced to
depart from the performance of their duties.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 95.

The C'hiqf of Police to the President of the Province of Rio de Janeiro.

(Translation)

Most Illustrious and Excellent. Sir, Rio de Janeiro, March 31, 1854.

IN consequence of the information lodged with the Sub-delegate of the

Police of this city by the Portuguese merchant Joaquim Goncalves do Monte
Vienna, against his partner, also a Portuguese, Jofio Joaquim Paes, that the
latter kept in his house Bozal Africans, and saying that he had resolved upon  
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laying that information in order to avoid their commercial firm being brought
into trouble by that fact, the authority was of opinion that that denunciation
ought not to be disregarded, it being above all desirable to ascertain whether
any disembal'kation of Africans had lately been so clandestinely effected as to be
unknown to the public authority; and therefore, upon seaching the house of the
said merchant, two Africans were, in fact, found there, one of whom was
evidently a Bozal, and the other still imperfectly speaking the national language.
Accordingly, the said Sub~delegate sent J050 Joaquim Paes to prison, and having
submitted the case of the two Africans to the Municipal Judge of this city, they
Were by the latter declared free.

The proper criminal proceedings being then about to be instituted, I
particularly desired the Sub-delegate to try, by every means within his reach, to
investigate how the disembarkation of those Africans had been effected; and
not only from the declarations made before the Municipal Judge, but likewise
from the fresh examination which I ordered to be proceeded With in the presence
of the Sub-delegate, it was ascertained that one of these Africans, named Luiz,
of the Bengueila nation, disembarked in Macahé at the time that His Majesty
the Emperor passed through that place in his journey to Campos, and having
been taken to the house of the merchant Francisco Domingues, was sold from
thence to Cantagallo, where he remained in the house of the planter J0210
Antonio de Moraes, until he was again sold and brought to this capital. ‘The
other African, named Jose’, of the Congo nation, not having been interrogated
in the presence of the Municipal Judge respecting the circumstances of his
disembarkation, by reason of his not knowing how to speak, declared before the
Sub-delegate, through the means of an interpreter, that he came from the coast
of Africa about three years ago, and disembarked in Campos, was afterwards
removed to Cantagallo, where he remained in the house of a planter, whose
name he could not tell; it therefore appearing to me that he is one of those
Africans who escaped from the captures effected in Manguinhos or in Quissaman
in February and November, 1851.

I must add, that J0510 Joaquim Paes, since his imprisonment, and in order
to move from his shoulders the responsibility attending the possession of these
negroes, presented two bills of sale furnished with the competent certificates of the
duty having been paid in Cantagallo, from which it is seen that the said Africans
were there sold to his agent by the planters, J0210 Antonio de Moraes and J0210
de Faria Salgado, which confirms the declarations made by the said Africans
relative to the places and persons in whose possession they had been. Although
the process instituted for the above-mentioned reason is not yet terminated, I
have nevertheless considered it my duty to bring what has occurred to your
Excelleney’s knowledge, putting you thus in possession of the facts, in conse-
quence of their having produced some sensation in the capital, and the public
press having noticed them; and I await the conclusion of the said process to
cause extracts to be made of the most important documents, and to report the
result.

God preserve, &c. . _
(Signed) JOSE RICARDO DE SA REGO.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 95. ‘

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo ale Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, April 8, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note

of the 5th instant, in reply to mine of the 29th ultimo, and to thank you for
the information which it contains concerning the arrest of Senhor Paes, and the
two Africans found in his possession. ~

At the same time I must express my surprise at the observation contained
in your Exeellency’s note, that the Imperial Government canhot but consider
as perfectly gratuitous the supposition that any influences could make the
authorities at Nitherohy deviate from the performance of their duties.

Speaking generally, I referred, it is true, to the possibility of Africans
being imported in small numbers, in consequence of suflicient vigilance not
being exercised in the ports of entrance by the Imperial authorities concerning
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the legitimacy of the possession of slaves by passengers and other persons

arriving from slave~trading countries: but my note did. not contain, es_will be

seen from its wording, any charge or imputation against the authorit1es of

Nitherohy, who appear to have acted with energy and deciswn: "on the contrary,

whilst I alluded in it to the reports to be found in the public Journals that the

slave-trading friends of Senhor Paes were ready to make every sacrifice to

rescue him from the consequences of the crime of which he had been accused,

I expressed the conviction that the ends of justice would not be allowed to be

defeated, should the charges against him be substantiated; consequently, .I beg

to submit that, if there has been an erroneous or gratuitous supposmon, 1t has

not been on my part.
I avail, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 96.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.~——(Received June 15.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro,‘ May 8, 1854.

I HAVE the honour of inclosing herewith an extract, in translation,

from that part of the speech held by the Emperor of Brazil on opening

yesterday the session of the General Assembly of the Legislature, Which relates

to the question of the suppression of the Slave Trade.
I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 96.

Extract from the Speech of the Emperor of Brazil, May 7, 1854.

(Translation)

1VIY Government continue to exercise the most active and energetic

vigilance in the repression of the Slave Trade, by the employment of the Whole

of the means at their disposal towards the extinction of that abominable Trade,

and their efi'orts have been hitherto crowned with happy results.
I recommend to you the Project of Law initiated in the Senate at the

latter end of the past session, which has for its object to render this repression

the more effective.

 

No. 97.

Mr, Howard to the Earl of Clarendon—(Recetved June 15.)

My Lord, Rio‘de Janeiro, May 11, 1854.

IN execution of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of
the 22nd of March last,* I yesterday addressed to the Brazilian Minister for
Foreign Afi'airs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, a note inclosing a copy of the Portaria
issued by the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, ordering the expulsion
from the Province of Angola of the Brazilian subject Francisco Antonio Flores,
on accountof his notorious participation in slave-trading operations.

In this Portaria allusion is ‘made to Don Jacintho Derizanz, a well-known
slave-tradert This individual arrived here lately under strong suspicions of
having come for the purpose of concerting new schemes with his former asso«
mates. I accordingly, on the 8th instant, addressed to Senhof Limpo de Abreo
the note of Which I have the honour of inclosing a copy, urging his Excellency
to cause his proceedings to he watched. ,

In the note in which I' communicated to his Excellency the Portuguese
Portaria, I again made reference to Senhor Derizanz.

I have, 810.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

’* See Class B, presented 1854, No. 164.  
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Inclosure in No. 97.

Mr. Howard to Senizor Iximpo dc Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, May 8, 1854.

IT has come to my knowledge that the notorious slave-trader
Jacintho, Who was formerly captain of the steamer “ Providencia,” and
was subsequently found on board of the “ Sarah,” which was burnt near
this port by Her Majesty’s ship “ Cormorant,” and who has now become
a naturalized American citizen, has recently arrived here from the United
States in the American brig “ General Pierce,” of which he is stated to be
the owner. .

It appears, that ever since Jacintho left Rio de Janeiro, he has been
employed in conveying Africans to the Havana, in partnership with the
slave-trader Costa Ramos; moreover, his brother, Benito, is said to have
been captain of one of the vessels “ Guam” and “ Trajano,” which some
time ago left Oporto on a slave—trading expedition to the coast of Africa ;
and since his return here, he has, I am informed, been making inquiries
after some of his former associates.

All these circumstances appear to indicate that Jacintho has come
here for the purpose of concerting slave-trading transactions, and that the
destination of the “ General Pierce” may very probably be the coast of

~ Africa. I therefore beg to call your Excellency’s attention to these parti-
culars, in case it should not already have been directed towards them with
a view to the lmperial Government taking such measures as they may
deem most expedient for watching, and, as the case may be, for frustrating
the designs of so old an offender as Senhor Jacintho.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 98.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.«-—(Received June 15.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 11, 1854. _

IN compliance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s
despatch of the 23rd ofMarch lastfi" I have conveyed, in a note ofyesterday’s
date, to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afl'airs the satisfaction of Her
Majesty’s Government at the instructions sent to the President of the
Province of Bahia as to the necessity of carefully inspecting and watching
all vessels clearing out from thence for the coast of Africa.

I have, &C.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 99.

Mr. Howard to the Earlkof Clarendon.-—(Recez'ved June 15.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 11, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I have embodied in

a note Which I addressed, under yesterday’s date, to the Brazilian Minister
for: Foreign Afiairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, the contents of your Lord-
shlp’s despatch to me of the 24th March lastfi directing me to express
to his Excellency the acknOWIedgments of Her Majesty’s Government
for the information furnished by him relative to the proceedings of the
slave-dealers at Loanda, and also for the promise that the Brazilian
Government will urge the Chamber of Deputies to pass the Bill for the
more effectual suppression of the Slave Trade, approved by the Senate

4“ See Class B, presented 1854, No. 165. 1- Ibid., No. 166.
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last session; to inform his Excellency that Her Majesty’s Minister at

Lisbon has been instructed to communicate to the Portuguese Govern-

ment the above-mentioned information respecting the schemes of the

slave-traders at Loanda; and to urge that Government to take effective

measures for the prevention of those criminal projects; and likewise to

inform his Excellency that Sir R. Pakenham has been instructed to urge

the Portuguese Government to pass a law for the prevention of Slave

Trade similar to that approved of by the Brazilian Senate.

 

I have, 8w.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 100.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.-— (Received June 15.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 11, 1854.

CONSEQUENTLY upon the instructions contained in your Lord-

ship’s despatch of the 25th of March last,"Ee I yesterday addressed a.

note to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo de

Abreo, expressing to his Excellency the satisfaction with which Her

Majesty’s Government have learnt, with reference to the report that

certain vessels are supposed to be on their way to the coast of Brazil with

cargoes of Africans on board, the vigorous and determined measures of

the Brazilian Government in order to counteract these criminal projects of

the slave-dealers.

 

l have, &,C.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 101.

Mr. Howard t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 15.)

(Extract) Rio de Janeiro, May 11, 1854.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 28th ultimoj I have the

honour ofinclosing to your Lordship the copy of a note which I addressed

on the 8th instant to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor

Limpo de Abreo, relating to the information which had reached me con-

cerning the schooner which is expected shortly from the coast of Africa

with a cargo of African slaves to be landed on the coast of the Brazilian

Province of Rio Grande do Sul.
I also beg to inclose copies of a desPatch of the 29th ultimo, from

Admiral Henderson, informing me that he had sent Her Majesty’s steam—
vessel “Sharpshooter” to cruize off that part of the coast where the
landing is expected.

 

Inclosure l in N0. 101.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, li/Iay 8, 1854.

ALTHOUGH 1 think it probable that your Excellency has already
received the same particulars Which have reached me concerning the

schooner which, according to the intelligence which you were so good as
first to communicate to me, and which has likewise been subsequently

conveyed to me, is shortly expected from the coast of Africa, with a. cargo

of Africans to be landed on the coast of Rio Grande do Sul, I ilevertheless

9‘ See Class B, presented 1854, No. 167. T No. 93.
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take the chance of your not having learnt those particulars, and I
accordingly beg to report them. _

It appears that the schooner m question was fitted out in the Bay of
Garopas in the Province of St. Catherine’s, that one of her owners is
Manoel Moreira, who resides at St. Catherine’s, and who was implicatedin
a previous slave-trading transaction ; that others of the Speculators belong
to Rio Grande, whilst there are grounds for believing that Senhor Jofio
Augusto Pereira de Almeida, a Portuguese merchant of this capital, who
left Rio de Janeiro for Rio Grande between thirty and forty days ago, is
likewise interested in the proposed disembarkation of Africans, and
undertook his voyage on business connected with it.

The schooner having been equipped at Garopas, it becomes a question
how far the Captain of the port of St. Catherine’s, Senhor José Maria
VValdencoque, may not have been cognizant of the affair.

Besides Tramandahy, first-mentioned to me by your Excellency, Cape
St. Martha to the north of it, and Estreito to the south of it, have been
pointed to me as places where the disembarkation might be attempted.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 101.

Rear-Admiral Henderson to Mr. Howard.

(Extract) “Madagascar,” Rio de Janeiro, April 29, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s
letter of yesterday’s date, communicating the information which has been
given you of a schooner being expected to land a. cargo of Africans at
Tramandahy, 0n the coast of the Province of Rio Grande do Sn], and
suggesting that I should send a. vessel to cruize in the vicinity of the
expected landing.

I have ordered Her Majesty’s steam-vessel “Sharpshooter” to proceed
on the service in question, in the execution of which she will sail to—morrow
morning. ‘ '

The “ Bonetta.” was under orders to sail to-day, and, after visiting
the anchorages inside Ilha Grande and the Island of Marambaia, to extend
her cruize as far as St. Catherine’s; but under the present circumstances
she Will not now proceed until I am joined by another vessel.

 

No. 102.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Olarendon.—-(Received June 15.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 11, 1854.

HAVING observed in the public prints an advertisement, offering
for hire or for sale, an African negress, of from 18 to 20 years of age,
and consequently entitled to her liberty as necessarily imported into
Brazil since the year 1831, I addressed, on the 5th instant, to Senhor
Limpo de Abreo, the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, the note of
which I have the honour to inclose a copy, calling his Excellency’s‘ atten—
tion to the fact, With a view to an investigation and t0 the punishment of
the guilty.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo has acknowledged ' the receipt of my note,
and informed me that he has brought the case to the knowledge of the
Minister of Justice. '

I have, &C.
' (Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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lnclosure in No. 102.

Mm. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeirp, May 5, 1854.

IHAVE the honour to inciose the “ Jornal‘ do Commercio” of the

3rd instant, published in this capital, and to call your Excellency’s atten-

tion to an advertisement Which is contained in the fourth page, and which

1 have marked, offering for hire or sale, in the Rua _do Sobao, No. 16]., a,

negress, an African (“ de nacao ” being the term employed), of from 18

to 20 years of age. ' . , ‘

Now, it is evident that this negress must have been Imported smce

the year 1831 ; that she has consequently a right to her 11berty; and that

the persons who have thus offered her for hire or sale have rendered

themselves amenable to the penalties awarded by the law.

I have, therefore, thought it my duty to signal thisfaet to your

Excellency, feeling persuaded that the knowledge of 1t W111 1nduce the

Imperial Government to investigate the matter, and cause the gulity

to be punished; for I am convinced that your Eifcellency Wlil agree With

me that, in order to suppress the Slave Trade, it is necessary not only to

prevent the importation of Africans, but hkew1se t0 Pumsh those who

carry on the Slave Trade within the Empire Itself.

 

I avail, lite.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 103.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Claren,don.—(ReCeived June 15.)

My Lord, Rio de 'Janeiro, May 11, 1854.

HAVING received private information of an attempt to reduce the

child of a free African negress to slavery 0n the part of a merchant of this

capital, Senhor Snares. I thought it advisable, although the case had been

'laid before the Brazilian police authorities, and they had taken some

measures in consequence, to bring the matter under the notice of the

Bi'azilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, with a view to further inquiries

being made, and to the punishment of those who may have ofl'ended

against the law ; and I accordingly addressed yesterday to Senhor Limpo

de Abreo the note of which I have the honour to inclose a copy.
I have, 8L0.

(Signed) , HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 103.

Mr. Howard t0 Senhor Limpo do Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, May 10, 1854.

THE following circumstances have come to mv knowledge, and I beg
to call your Excellency’s especial attention to them:

A merchant of this capital, Senhor Joaquim Louis Scares, residing in
the Rua Direita, who is reported 'to be a Brazilian subject, had in his
charge a free African woman, who, when the time of her service had
expired, petitioned to be re-exported; this petition was granted. Whilst in
the service of Soares, she had a daughter who was baptized in the parish
of the Candelaria as a slave, and Soares consequently refused to allow this
African woman to take her child with her. She went to the police to
complain, and on inquiries being made, Scares alleged that the baptising of
the child as a slave had been through mistake, and he obtained of the
BlShOp an order to the Vicar to ‘baptise the child anew as free. The
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ceremony took place four or five days after the mother had lodged her
complaint, the child being 12 years old. The black woman’s husband
was arrested by the Delegate of Police (having taken an active part in the
affair against Soares), but has been since set at liberty. The African
woman has, it seems, been sent aWayifrom Rio de Janeiro in the steamer
to the northern ports on the 8th instant, and the child has been withheld

from her.
This appears to be one of those cases of which it has lately been my

painful duty to bring more than one instance under your Excellency‘s
notice, of a criminal attempt, on the part of persons in the higher walks of
life, to reduce free negroes to slavery, and I therefore beg to represent to
your Excellency the urgency of instituting a searching inquiry into all the
circumstances connected with it, with the view of bringing those who may
have offended so grievously against the law to condign punishment. I
consider likewise that this inquiry ought to extend to the conduct of the
authorities who did not cause the child to be delivered up to her mother.

 

. I avail, 8L0.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 104.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June '15.)

My Lord, ' Rio de Janeiro, May 15, 1854.

I HAVE the honour of inclosing a translation of a note dated the 8th
instant, Which I have received from the Brazilian Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, in reply to mine of the 3rd of March last,
on the subject of the liberated Africans, of Which a copy was transmitted
in my despatch of the 13th of the same month.

Your Lordship will perceive that Senhor Limpo de Abreo evades my
question concerning the appropriation of the accumulated produce of the
wages of the free Africans let out to private individuals, and that his
answers on other points are not satisfactory.

I have not, however, in the note which I have this day addressed to
his Excellency, and of which I have the honour of inclosing a copy,
entered into a detailed discussion of his observations; but I have confined
myself, with a view to promote the emancipation of the free Africans in
the public offices and establishments, to making some remarks upon his
sixth observation, that they are not comprised in the Imperial Decree of
the 28th December, 1853, as regards exemption from service, they being
bound even after the fourteen years, up to the time of re-exportation,
earning, however, after that term a certain amount of wages.

I regret to have to observe that the Brazilian Government do not
appear to be as much inclined to do justice to the large body of so-called
liberated Africans, as they are to prevent the importation of fresh
Africans.

I have, 820.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

' Inclosnre 1 in N0. 104.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo to Mr. Howard.

(Translation.) 8 Rio de Janeire, May 8, 1854.
THE Undersigned, &c., duly received the note which, on the 3rd of

March last, Mr. Henry F. Howard, 8m, addressed to him, and in Which
CLASS B. ,
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he renews the subject of his note of the 13th of January last, and makes

some fresh observations on the contents of the note of the Undersigned

0f the 3rd of February. . -

The Undersign-ed, taking into consideration all the observations

made by Mr. Howard in his above—mentioned note, whieh he does not

think it necessary to reproduce, has the h0no_ur t9 submit, 1n reply :

1st. That although the term “emanCIpation ” may be taken as

synonymous with “liberty,” and in a different sense from that 1h Whlch it

was used in the Decree of the 28th of December last, that given-fito it in

the Decree, is, however, the juridical one—the one intended to be given

to it by the Imperial Government; and not only fouhded ori analogy with

evpha—ns, but also on the agreement of that Decree w1th the Instructions of

the 29th of October, 1834, and the 19th of Nevember, 1835, under which

the liberty of imported Africans was recognised an.d dec‘l'ared .from the

moment of importation. Emancipation, in the sense in Whlch this word is

used in the Decree of the 28th of December, is not synonymous with

liberty; it merely signifies that the Africans, otherwise free, may with-

draw from under the authority of those to whom their services had been

confided.
2nd. That the emancipation which the said Decree egstablishes within

the term and under the conditions laid down, does not do away With the

idea of re—exportation, the residence in assigned places being rather a

preparatory measure for that end, which the Imperial Government does

not lose sight of. a

3rd. That as regards the analogy between the Alvara of the 25th of

January, 1818, and the Convention of the 28th of July, 1817, Which was

invoked by the Imperial Government in justification of the term of four-

teen years for the emancipation of free Africans, upon which point

Mr. Howard observes that that Alvara contained a clause Which was

omitted in the Decree, which was, that the term of fourteen years would

be reduced by two or more years in favour of those Africans who, through

merit and good conduct, should be worthy of enjoying before the term the

full right of their liberty, the Undersigned has to remark that that

omission does not destroy the analogy based on the general rule of that

Alvara, and that, although not mentioned in the Decree, it is, notwith-

standing, not beyond the power of the Imperial Government to confer
that favour on such Africans as are worthy of it.

4th. That the instructions of the 29th of October, 1834, and the 19th of

November, 1835, did not prescribe a fixed term for the duration of service:

they bound the party Who farmed them to deliver the Africans, either for

re—exportation, or when it was found that they did not fulfil their
contract ; so that, on the contrary, and exclusively of these two circum-

stances, the services might be permanent and for life, were it not for the

proviSien 0f the Decree, Which fixed the term of fourteen years.

5th. That notwithstanding the term fixed by the said Decree, the tWe

circumstances referred to were not annulled thereby, and the farmers arr

still boumd to deliver the Africans before the term of fourteen years, eithe

{fer the purpose of re-exportation, or When the farmers do not fulfil the
conditions of the contract.

6th. That the free Africans employed in the public offices and esta-

bishments are not comprised in the Decree of the'28th of December as

regards exemption =e‘f service, they being bound, even after the fourteen
years, up to the time of re-exportation, earning, however, after that term,
a certain amount of wages to be awarded to them.

7th. That the Imperial Government, for the reasons stated in the
note which the Undersigned had the honour to address to Mr. Howard on
the 3rd of February of this year, cannot dispense‘with the form of a
petition being made by the Africans, either by themselves or through
their Curator, in order that their emancipation shall take place ; and that
for those reasons'it continues to consider that that form is necessary,
repeating, however, the assurance that the Decree in question shall not be
eluded in consequence of it.

Finally, that the ease 'of the African Claudio, 'w’hiieh Mr. Howard
produces as a ground for his apprehensions, does not appear to "be a case
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in point, seeing that it is anterior to the Decree, and that it relates to

re-exportation, and not to emancipation.
The Undersigned, in thus replying to Mr. Howard’s note above

mentioned, avails, vSLc.
(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 104..

Mr. Howard ta Senhor Limpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, May 15', 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s

note of the 8th instant, in answer to mine Of the 3rd of March last, on the

uestion of the emancipation of the liberated Africans, and to inform you

that I Will transmit a copy of it for the information of Her Majesty’s

Government, Whose approval of the first note whichI addressed, on the

13th of January last, to your Excellency on that subject, has been already

signified to me.
Without entering into a discussion concerning the major part of your

Excellency’s remarks, which would entail repetitions on my part, I cannot

but notice your sixth remark, “ that the free Africans employed in the

public offices and establishments are not comprised in the Decree of the

'28th of December, 1853, as regards exemption of service, they being

bound, even after the fourteen years, up to the time of reexportation,

earning, however, after that term, a certain amount of wages to be

awarded to them.”
With regard to this remark I beg to observe, that the 5th Article of

the Alva 5. of the 26th of January, 1818, prescribed for these Africans

likewise the term of fourteen years’ service, with the abatement to which

I referred in my note of the 3rd of March, and which is admitted by your

Excellency still to hold good ; that although the idea of reexportation is,

as you state in your last note, not lost sight of, yet that measure is now

indefinitely postponed; that, consequently, for a great part of the liberated

Africans employed in the publie offices there is no prospect of their com—

plete emancipation ; that they will therefore enjoy a less degree of liberty

than those hired out to private individuals whenever the measure affecting

them may be entirely carried out; that the 7th Article of the regulation

for the Mixed Commissions, annexed to the Additional Convention of the

28th of July, 1817, Whilst providing that the slaves receiving certificates

of emancipation from the Mixed Commission should be delivered over to

the Government on whose territory the Commission Which shall have ‘

emancipated them shall be established, to be employed as servants or free

labourers, adds the words, “ each of the two Governments binds itself to

guarantee the liberty of such portion of these individuals as shall be

respectively consigned to it.” Now, it certainly could not have been the

intention of the Contracting Parties to prolong the period of service of the

Africans consigned to them to the extent to which that of the negroes

employed in the public offices in Brazil has been, and it appears Will still

be, protracted. That such has not been the course followed by the British
Government is well known to your Excellency. '

Under the circumstances, that the greater part, no doubt, of the

Africans so employed were liberated by the Mixed Commission, I consiéer

that I am authorized in interesting myself in their fate, and more par-

ticularly in the emancipation of those amongst them who were captured

by British cruizers and delivered over to the Brazilian authorities.
Your Excellency alleges that the case of the African, Claudio, which

I cited in my note of the 3rd of March, does mot appear to be a case in

point, seeing that it is anterior to the Decrees of 1853, and that it relates

to reexportation and notemancipation. ' If so, it may be asked why he

was not furnished with pecuniary assistance to enable him to leave the

country. ‘

' ' I avail, &c. ,

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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No. 105.

The Chevalier de Macedo to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Receg£ved June 28.)

Le'gation Impe’riale du Bre’sil,

My Lord, Londres, le ‘27 Juin, 1854.

JE viens de lire, avec douleur et surprise, dans les journaux de ce

matin, l’extrait des discours prononcés a la Chambre des Communes par

Lord John Russell et Lord Palmerston en réponse aux opinions exprimées

par Mr.Milner Gibson et Mr. Bright a‘L l’égard de l’opportunité et justice de

revoquer 1e Bill connu sous le titre de “ Brazilian Slave Trade Act of

1845.” C’est surtout contre certaines assertions de Lord Palmerston que

je dois protester.
Il est inutile de revenir :31. 1a question du droit que pouvait avoir le

Gouvernement Anglais de passer cet Act. La discussion Sur ce point sera

toujours interminable ; mais le jugement des autorités les plus compétentes

a été dés l’origine prononcé en faveur du Brésil. Ces authrités sont :—

1. Lord Aberdeen et le Due de Wellington, qui ont combattu et meme

protesté apres son adoption contre une semblable mesure, basée sur les

memes pretentious, et en circonstances identiques, proposée au Parlement

en 1839 contre le Portugal.
2. L’éminent jurisconsulte Anglais, et depuis Chancelier du Royaume,

Lord Truro, qui a combattu 1e Bill, en 1845, a la. Chambre des Communes.

3. Enfin la Supreme Cour d’Appel, composée des quinze Grands Juges

de l’Angleterre, réunis at Westminster, laquelle, dans le eas de l’équipage

1a “ Felicidade,” en 1845, a nié aux autorités Anglaises 1e droit de visiter

et capturer les bétiments Brésiliens se livrant a la Traite des Negres.

Laissant done :5. ce Bill de 1845 son caractere d’un expedient politique

accepté par Lord Aberdeen centre ses principes et 51 son grand regret, je

commencerai par relever l’erreur dans laquelle se trouvent Lord Palmerston

et Lord John Russell quand ils croient que, dans les circonstances

présentes, 1e Gouvernement Britannique peut 1e laisser subsister sans

manquer :1 ses engagements. Dans 1a dépeche adressée au 'Ministre

Britannique :1 Rio par Lord Aberdeen, datée do. 2 Juillet, 1845, destinée £1

étre montrée au Gouvernement de Brésil et publiée par ordre du Parlement,

on trouve l’engagement suivant :—
“ They (Her Majesty’s Government) will be ready, so 800N‘ AS any

measures of the Brazilian Government shall enable them to do so, to

recommend to Parliament to repeal the Bill now about to be brought

forward ; but Whilst the present state of things continues, and until either

the Slave Trade of Brazil shall have entirely ceased, OR the Brazilian

Qevernment shall have entered into an engagement with Great Britain

Jomtly to carry into execution the declared intentions of the parties to the
Convention of 1826,>that course will not be open to them.”

I1 n’y a pas le moindre doute que les conditions de cette promesse ne

se soient vérifié; Et dans une chose aussi delicate i1 n’est pas permis de

cr0i_re qu’on' ait 1e droit d’étendre 1e “ so SOON AS ” de cette dépéche a une

perlode encore indéfiniment éloignée. La cause alléguée pour adopter ce

'Blll, c’est-z‘L-dire, la continuation de la Traite par contrebande en large

échel1e, a cessé d’exister. La. contrebande ne se fait plus absolument

depu1s prés-de deux ans, et depuis quatre qu’elle était déja descendue é.
des proportions comparativement insignifiantes. ,

Lord John Russell a dit qu’aucune disposition de Traité ne pourrait
remplacer le Bill; cependant i1 faut répéter qu’un Traité créerait des droits,
1e 3111 n’est basé que sur celui de la force. C’est un état de choses odieux,
et qu1 1e devient davantage des que la cause alléguée pour user de ce droit
de la force a disparu. "

Lprd Palmerston, aussi bien que Lord John Russel], ont attribué 1a.
ee_ssatmn de la Traite au Brésil’ a ce Bill de 1845 ; cependant l’efi'et de ce
B111 a_ été justement 1e contraire; 1a Traite a triplé de force aprés son
adeptloh. C’est-é-dire, que le nombre de négres importés par contrebande
a1} Brésd, qun, dans les années précédentes, montait :21 peine :3, 20,000, immé-
diatement apres 1e Bill a monté, en 1846, a 50,000; en 1847, a 56,000; en
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1848, e‘t 60,000, et en 1849 a 54,000. La raison en est simple. II n’est

possible de reprimer 1a Traite que par l’action des autorités Brésiliennes.

Les croiseurs Anglais ont de tout temps été impuissants. Le Bill 6tait
toute force et tout prestige a celles des autorités Brésiliennes, qui, bravant
1e torrent de l’opinion, cherchaienté s’opposer a la Traite.

L’étendue du mal elle-méme a produit son reméde en faisant naitre
une juste terreur des conséquences qu’zi l’avenir préparait un tel état de
choses. C’est ainsi qu’une réaction s’est montrée dans l’opinion publique,
et qu’une mesure législative efiicace pour réprimer la. Traite a été proposée
aux Chambres dés 1a session de 1848. A la fin de cette année un Ministére
nouveau se formait adoptant comme programme de sa. politique, entre
autres mesures, celle de la répression efiicace de la. Traite. Une dissolution
de la Chambre a fait que la session de 1849 n’a commencé qu’en Janvier
1850. Les Ministres de la Justice et des Afi'aires Etrangéres ont tout de
suite él’ouverture des Chambres sollicité la prompte adoption des mesures
législatives nécessaires. La défaveur contre la Traite a été augmentée
par l’apparition de la fiévre jaune importée é. Bahia par un b&timent
né rier.

{3; Si donc ce Bill a eu quelque part a l’abolition effective de la Traite,
c’était indirectement en la faisant gagner les plus larges proportions
qu’elle avait jamais atteintes.

C’est donc un fait avoué et constaté que la contrebande malheureuse-
ment se faisait en grand, que le Gouvernement et les magistrats étaient
impuissants a‘L réprimer ce que tout le monde favorisait et qu.’une fatale
erreur croyait convenable au pays.

La Traite des Négres n’est pas ‘le crime des Portuguais ou des
Brésiliens seuls. Toutes les nations Chrétiennes de l’Europe qui ont fondé
des Colonies en Amérique ont commis 1e méme péché. La Grande
Bretagne ne I’a cessé qu’en 1807, c’est-é-dire, longtemps aprés avoir perdu
sa. plus riche colonic 21 esclaves. Le Brésil n’a pas été le dernier, mais un
deg; derniers 5L suivre son exemple ; mais i1 faut bien peser ceci,——le Brésil
en taute chose s’est montré lent dans sa marche, mais elle a toujours été
sfirc, at i] n’a jamais reculé.

11 est permis de croire que laissé 2‘1. 111i seul sans aucune pression
étrangére, l’abolition de la Traite viendrait d’elle-méme comme est venue
la. liberté de la presse, 1e jury, le Gouvernement représentatif, Ia tolérance
religieuse, et tant d’autres bienfaits d’une civilisation avancée. Dés 1823
l’abolition de la Traite avait été proposée a l’Assemblée Constituante.

Le Gouvernement du Brésil est connu par sa scrupuleuse exactitude
é, remplir ses engagements. Dans tous les pays cependant les Gouverne-
ments sont obligés de se courber devant l’opinion, et celle-ci n’est pas
toujours éclairée ni juste. A Lord Palmerston et a Lord John Russell eux-
mémes, tout derniérement encore, 1e Parlement d’une nation qui contient
8,000,000 de Catholiques leur a refusé quelques livres sterlings pour
donner dans les prisons les consolations et exhortations religieuses aux
Catholiques.

Je passe é. présent aux plus graves méprises de Lord Palmerston.
N’ayant plus rien a dire du discours de Lord John Russell, je dois

manifester ma reconnaissance a la maniére dont i1 s’est exprimé, selon ce.
que m’a rapporté une personne présente, sur les rapports que j’ai eu
glgimneur d’avoir avec lui dans son passage trés court au Foreign!

ce.
Lord Palmerston cro-it que Ie Bill de 1845 n’a été mis en exécution

qu’en 1850 ; i1 se trompe. L’efl'et du Bill était uniquement d’autoriser la.’
visite et capture des négriers sous pavillon Brésilien et de les soumettre
au jugement des tribunaux Anglais de l’Amirauté et il a été mis immé-
diatement en exécution. En 1850 Lord Palmerston étant Ministre des.
Afi'aires Etrangéres a ordonné que cette visite et capture ffit faite méme
dans les eaux du Brésil. Ces ordres ont alors commencé é, étre exécutés
avec une violence inouie. . ,

,Le Gouvernement dutBrésil a montré au Ministre Anglais que dans
ce moment i] était lui-méme engagé a‘t mettre sérieusement une fin a la
Traite et qu’il n’obtiendrait pas les mesures nécessaires du Corps Légis-
latif si ces violences continuaient: c’est alors que le Ministre et l’Amiral
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Anglais consentirent, 1e 13 Juillet, a les suspendre. Lord Palmerston

faisant allusion 2‘1. cette suspension, a dit au Parlement: “ The Slave Trade

revived instantly, and for three or four months went on Just as bad as

before. This led to aremonstrance from our Minister, and a threat to put

the Act in force.” Evidemment 1a mémoire a failli au noble Lord, 01} il a.

la 13. note de Mr. Hudson au Gouvernement Brésilien datée du 11 Janvier,

1851, sans lire Ia réponse et sans examiner les faits. La suspension des

violences a été accordée 1e 13 Juillet; 1e '4 Septembre une loi, dont; les

efl'ets ont constaté 1a sagesse et la portée, avait passé dans les deux

Chambres et était sanctionnée par l’Empereur; le 14 Octobre une 011.1011-

nance Réglementaire du Gouvernement était publiée, dqs instructlons

étaient envoyées aux autorités chargées de son exécutlon, un choix

convenable de ces autorités avait eu lieu, et l’application de ces mesures

se faisait sentir. Aucune n’aurait pu étre prise sous l’infiuence deg

violences des croiseurs Anglais.
Il est vrai que Mr. Hudson at adressé, le 11 Janvier, 1851, une note an

Gouvernement Brésilien se plaignant de certains faits et déclaran}: qu’il ne

continuait plus 1a suspension des violences. Le Ministre Bl'ésililen 1111 a

répondu montrant que plusieurs des faits dont i1 se plaignalt étglent

exagérés ou controuvés, que d’autres étaient antérieurs au 13 Ju111et,

d’autres absolument imaginaires, d’autres antérieurs a l’époque dans

laqurelle la loi nouvelIe aurait pu reeevoir son exécution dans les provinces;

enfin, le Ministre montrait par chifi’res significatifs sa bonne foi et les
heureux résultats de ses efibrts.

Dans les six mois de 1850, pendant lesquelles la. suspension des
violences des croiseurs avait eu lieu, 1e Hombre des négres débarqués par

contrebande ne montait qu’é, 5,000. tandis que dans les mois correspondants

de 1847, ce nombre avait été de 24,000 ; dans ceux de 1848 de 27,000 ; dams

ceux de 1849 de 23,000. Enfin que par les diligences des croiseurs et des

autorités Brésiliennes, 1,200 Africains avaient été saisis et avaient regu 1a

liberté.
Ainsi rien au monde n’est plus incorrect que l’assertion échappée a

Lord Palmerston, que j’ai plus haut citée textuellement.
Il est consolant d’ajouter qu’en 1851, 1e nombre total des négres

débarqués par contrebande a encore diminué et n’est monté qu’é 3,000.
En vue de ces résultats le Ministére de Lord Derby et de Lord Malmes—
bury a dés 1e commencement de 1852 défendu aux croiseurs Anglais de
faire des visites et des captures de batiments Brésiliens dans les eaux de
l’Empire. '

La répression a continué cependant 53L étre faite par les croiseurs et
les autorités Brésiliennes. En 1852 le nombre des négres débarqués n’a pas
excédé 700, el: depuis Novembre 1852 jusqu’aux derniéres nouvelles pas
un seul débarquement de négres n’a eu lieu sur les c6tes du Brésil.

Depuis un certain temps le Bill de 1845 n’a regu aucune application,
parce que les croiseurs Anglais n’ont p11 prendre aucun batiment négrier
couvert avec les couleurs du Brésil ; mais 1e Bill est encore en vigueur. Ce
Bill est une ofi’énse aux dro'its du Brésil et n’a aucune autre base que la
force. Le Gouvernement du Brésil a protesté contre son adoption et
déclaré en toute occasion q-u’il 1e considére comme un acte de guerre. Ne
pouvant pas o-pposer 13. force A la. force ouvertement, 1e Gouvernement
Brésilien n’a jamais essayéd’employer des moyens d’hostilité qui pour-
raient atteindre le commerce et les intéréts des particuliers.

Cependant les négociants et fabricants Anglais sont toujours alarmés
de ’cet état désagréable et délicat 01‘1 se trouvent les rapports des deux
Gouvernements. Je vois que quand les représentants des grands centres
manufacturiers et commergants de l’Angleterre montrent. leurs inquiétud’es
d‘ans le Parlement, les Ministres de Sa Majesté Britannique s’empressent
de déclarer que leurs relations avec le Brésil sont trés amicales.

Il parait donc qu’une politique qui attend tout de la justice at de la,
générosité d’une nation forte et glorieuse n’est pas celle qlfi obtient Ie plus
de succés, et que si au lieu d'e modifier ses tarifs de douane d’une maniére
favorable :5. 1a consommation des marchandises Anglaises, si au lien de
diminuer de deux-tiers‘les droits- d’ancrage et abolir tout droit différentiel
sur la navigatjon, si au lieu d’accorder ce que le Gouvernement Britan-
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nique demandait 2L I’égal'd des biens .des Anglais morts ab intestat, si au
lieu de coneourrir avec les vues du Gouvernement Britannique dans les
rapports politiques avec d’autres pays, 16 Brésil avait adopté un systéme
tout oppose, i1 aurait la. chance de mettre de plus forts mtéréts de son
cote.

‘ I] y a enfin dans le discours de Lord Palmerston des propositions qui
me Daraissent non seulement injustes mais impropres de ces relations
amic‘ales qui malgré tout subsistent encore entre les deux Gouvernements:
" The Brazilian Government was composed of persons favourable to the
Slave Trade.” C’est au Ministére qui a en la gloire de finir avec la Traite
que ces paroles paraissente’apphquer. Je dirai meme que les rapports
que j’ai eu l’honneur d’avou: toujouts avec le noble Lord des Inon arnvée
en ce pays, que les informatlons qu’ll a reeues de moi avec plaisir et uue
partie desquelles il a reproduit dans son discours, m’ont toujours falt
attendre de sa'part des sentiments plus bienveillants et plus justes envers
1e ~Gouvernement que j’ai l’honneur de repre’senter.

I 11 se peut cependant, et on me l’a assure, que le rapport fait par les
journaux d’un débat qui a eu lieu apres minuit contienne beaucoup d’in-
exactitudes et j’espére que de ce nombre soient plusieurs des propositions
que je viens de combattre. ‘ ,

1] me reste, my Lord, une grace a demander que j’espére vous
m’accorderez, et est celle de dormer é. cette réponse, que mon devoir
m’impose de faire aux deux savans et honorables Ministres, 1a meme.
publicité qu’ont regue leurs assertions.

J’ai, 8L0.
(Signé) ' S. DE MACEDO

 

No. 106.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, June29, 1854.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 11th of Mayfi“ reporting that

you had communicated to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs acopy
of the Portaria. inclosed in my despatch of the 22nd of March last, order-
ing the expulsion from Angola of the Braziliauslave—dealer Francisco
Antonio Flores; and I have to acquaint you that I approve of the note
Which you addressed to Senhor de Abreo on the 8th of May, calling his
Excellency’s attention to the recent arrival in Rio de Janeiro .of the
notorious slave-dealer Jacintho Derizanz.

I am, &c. V
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 107.

The an'l of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, June 30, 1854.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 11th Mayj' With its inclo—

sures, on the subject of the schooner which was expected to mive
with a cargo of slaves on the coast of Rio Grande do Sul ; and I have in
reply to inform you that I approve the letter Which you addressed to
Senhor de Abreo on the 8th rofMay, and alsotyourletter of the 6th of May
torRear-Admiral Henderson upon this matter. '

,» I am, 8L0.
(Signed) V CLARENDON.

 

* No. 97. + No. 101.
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No. 108.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir,
Foreign Ofiice, July 1, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 11th of: Mayfi‘ inclosing a COPY

of a note Which you addressed to the Brazilian Minister for Forelgn Affalrs

on the 5th of May, respecting an advertisement offering for sale or hlre an

African ne ress, from 18 to 20 years of age, and who muet therefore have

been intro uced into Brazil since the year 1831, in contz‘reventlon of the

Treaty-of 1826, between Great Britain and Brazil, and 1n Violatlon of

Brazilian law ; and I have in reply to inform you that I approve of your

having called the attention of Senhor de Abreo t(i this Eatter.
am, 0‘» _

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 109.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflce, July 3, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 11th of Mayfi‘ inclosing a copy

of a note which you addressed to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs

on the 10th of May, on the subject of an attempt made by Senhor Scares,

a merchant of Rio de Janeiro, to reduce to slavery the‘ child of a free

negress who had been in his service; and I have in reply to express to you

my approval of your note to Senhor Limpo de Ablieo on8this subject.
am, e.

 

(Signed) CLARENDON.

No. 110.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, July 4, 1854.

I HAVE received your desPatch of the 15th of May, inclosing

copies of a'correspondence Which had passed between yourself and the

Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afi'airs, on the subject of the Africans in

Brazil who were emancipated by the late British and Brazilian Court of

Mixed Commission at Rio de Janeiro; and I have in reply to inform you

that I entirely approve the note which you addresed to $enhor Limpo de

Abreo on the 15th of May. ;
You will inform Senhor de Abreo that Her Majesty’s Government

approve the observations contained in your note in question, respecting

the condition Of the emancipated Africans ; and you Will ,state to his

Excellency that Her Majesty’s Government take the strongest interest in

the fate of this unfortunate class of persons, and feel bound to secure for

them all the protection and privileges to Which they are entitled.
I am, 8w.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 111.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, July 6, 1854. '

.I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of despatchee: which 1 have
recelved from Her Majesty’s Charge d’Afi'aires at Hamburgh, respect-
mg a Braz111an vessel called the “ Don Pedro Segundo,” which arrived at

* No.‘ 102. 1' No. 103. i Nos. 241 and 242.
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Bremen in April last, for the purpose of being fitted out in that port as
a slaver. You will perceive, however, from the inclosed despatches, that
the master of this vessel was compelled, by the opposition of the Brazilian
Consul-General at Hamburgh, to desist from his nefarious pursuit, and
that he finally sold the vessel on the 27th ultimo to a Bremen merchant.

lhave to instruct you to express to the Brazilian Government the
satisfaction with Which Her Majesty’s Government have learnt the zeal
and Vigilance displayed by the Brazilian Consul-General at Hamburgh in
this matter. ‘

I am, &0. ‘
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 112.

The Earl of Clarendon to the Chevalier de Macedo.

M. 1e Chevalier, Foreign aficejuzy 6, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

27th ultimo, referring to a debate Which took place in the House of Com-
mons on the previous day, respecting the Act of Parliament of 1845
relative to the Brazilian Slave Trade, and complaining that in the course
of that debate Lord John Russell and Viscount Palmerston attributed the
late cessation of that Traffic in Brazil to the operation of the Act in
question. . . . .

I beg to observe to you in reply, that although the Brazilian Govern-
ment are entitled to full credit for the praiseworthy exertions Which they
have made since 1851, for the suppression of the African Slave Trade;
and although it would be much more agreeable to me to dwell exclusively
upon what has been accomplished by Brazil in the last two years, and to
pass‘ Over the painful records showing the course pursued during the
previous twenty-six years in regard to the engagements Which Brazil
contracted towards Great Britain by the Treaty of the 23rd of Novem-
ber, 1826 ; yet I feel bound to express, my sincere conviction that the

existence of the Act of 1845, and more particularly its stringent enforce-
ment in the year 1850, contributed materially to bring about the present
improved state of affairs.

With regard to this point, I am able to appeal to the testimony of a
distinguished Brazilian Minister, Who took a prominent part in the discus-
sions upon these latter transactions,—-I mean Senhor Pauline de Souza,
whose statement as to the salutary effect produced by the exertions of the
British cruizers evea in 1850, will be found in the accompanying reportof
a conversation Which the late Mr. Southern had with his Excellency in
1852. t -

I have likewise to call your attention to the fact, that during the
present year the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs has informedI-Ier

Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro, of three expected arrivals ofAfrican
slaves on the coast of Brazil. These communications were of course made
to Mr. Howard, in order that he might apply to the British Naval Com-
manders on the station to afford their cooperation in preventing these
apprehended violations of Treaty and Brazilian law; and it appears to
me that if Her Majesty’s Government were to propose to Parliament to
repeal the Act of 1845, they would incur a serious responsibility, and
wantonly deprive themselves of the means of effectually assisting the
Brazilian Government With their support and conntenance in counteracting
the plots of the slave-dealers whose activity on the coast of Africa. has of
late been very mueh increased.

. I am, 8w. -
(Signed) _ CLARENDON.

 

CLASS B.



114 BRAZIL.

'Inclosure in N0. 112

Mr. Southern to the Earl of Malmesbury.

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 10, 1852.

WITH reference to the statement which has been made by the
Brazilian Government, that the-summary proceedings; of the British

cruizers had rather retarded than aided in the suppreseion 0f the Slave

Trade on this coast, I think it right to report to your Lordship that in a

conversation I had lately with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, his

Excellency stated to. me that he and his colleagues had found it vain to

argue with their countrymen—slave-‘holders, buyers, and sellers—on

grounds of philanthropy or political economy; that the line of argu-

ment the Ministry had used and found most efficient was this :—---You

see the number of years that the forces of the British Government

have been directed towards the suppression of ,the Slave Trade; the
treasures it has lavished 0n the means of intercepting'that Traffic. W’e
ourselves know by experience that no consideration holds it back when
there is a question of the Slave Tgade; and now that it appears resolved

to put down the Slave Trade, and is proceeding With more vigour than
' ever, can we suppose that it will draw back? And if this state of things

continues, what can come of it but war? And if we go to war with
1 Efngland, what Will become of the capitalists, agriculturists, and merchants
0 Brazil? ‘

,His Excellency distinctly stated to me, that by such arguments as
these, used in the very moment of the application of the strongest measures

of the British cruizers against the Brazilian slave-traders, he and his
colleagues had prevailed upon influential persons to support, or at least
not to oppose, the Government in cooperating with the agents of Great
Britain in their determined persecution of this inhuman commerce.

 

I have, &C.
(Signed) HENRY SOUTHERN.

No. 113.

The Earl of Clarendon t6 Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, Jul? 8, 1854.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a

letter which was addressed to me on the 27th ultimo by the Chevalier de
Macedo, Brazilian Minister at this Court, complaining of certain expres—
sions made use of by Lord John Russell and by Viscount Palmerston in
the House of Commons on the 26th ultimo, in speaking of the past conduct
of the Brazilian Government with regard to the Slave Trade; together
with a copy of the reply which I returned to M; deMacedo on the 6th
instantfi“ ' ' ‘

, I am, 510. '
' (Signed) CLARENDON}

 

. . No. .114.

The Chevalier de Macedo to the Earl of Clarendon.%(Received July 8;) .

. Le’gatz'on Imperiale du Bre’sil," ,_
My Lord, . Londres, le 7 Juillet, 1854.

:I’AI regu la lettre dent vous m’avez honoré datée d’hier, en réponse a
Iamlenne du 27 du mois dernier.

5‘ Nos. 105 and 112.
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Vous avez bien voulu prendre en considération une des observations

que j’ava‘is en l’honneur de vous présenter, mais plusieurs autres
paraissent n’avoir pas frappé votre attention et je suis obligé de revenir

sur elles, malgré ma répugnance a“, trop impiéter sur votre temps.
D’aprés ce que le Lord Président du Conseil et 1e Secrétaire d'Etat

du Département de l’Intérieur avaient dit a la. Chambre des Communes, 1e
Bill de 1845 parait accepté par le Gouvernement du Brésil etj’avais prié votre

Excellence d’éviter que le Parlement puisse délibérer sous cette impression.
Ce Bill a toujours été considéré par le Gouvernement Impérial commeune

agression, comme un acte de guerre. Si dans le temps le Grouvernement

Britannique avait un motif pour la faire (ce que le Gouvernement Impérial

n’admet pas), ce motif, au dire de tous et dans l’opinion. de tous, a cessé.

La condition marquée .par Lord Aberdeen pour révoquer 1e Bill est
réalisée. La. continuation du Bill aujourd‘hui n’est donc basée ni sur le
droit, ni sur la nécessité, ni sur la politique. Elle est en opposition aux

promesses faites au Brésil et aux conditions sous lesquelles 1e Parlement

a. adopté 1e Bil]. Cependant le langage tenu devant’le Parlement et resté
sans réponse ne lui donne pas ce caractére.

Lord Palmerston a dit au Parlement que le Bill n’avait regu d’exécu-
tion qu’en 1850 ; ceci est une confusidn des efi'ets du Bill avecl certains

ordres émanés de Lord Palmerston lu'i-méme. Il faut que le Parlem-ent
ne reste pas sous cette impression erronée.

Lord Palmerston a dit encore qu’aussitét qu.’en Juillet 1850 1e Bill a
été suspendu par le Ministre et l’Amiral Britanniques {i1 voulait parler de
ses ordres violents) 1a Traite a recommencé a se faire par contrebande
avec la méme force qu’auparavant. J’ai e11 l’honneur de montrer par des

chiffres et par des faits que le noble Lord s’est trompé.
J3 dois encore rectifier un point Vcomparativement de peu d’importance.

Votre Excellence ainsi que Lord Palmerston datent l’abolition légale de la
Traite au Brésil de la signature du Traité de 1826; ce n’est pas exact :’ 1e

Traité stipulait que la, Traite devait cesser en 1830. - Elle a done duré par
contrebande vingt—et-un et non pas vingt-six ans. ' ‘ v

Le Parlement, en régle générale, ne prend pas 1a re5ponsabilité des
‘ relations diplomatiques ; ce qui se passe dans des pays éloignéslui mérite
peu d’attention ; les discussions d’une autre Parlement sont oubliés facile-
ment ; c’est l’induire e11 erreur que de lui laisser ignorer 1e véritable état
des relations avec le Brésil par rapport é ces questions. .

. Les grands juges de l’Angleterre ont déclaré en 1845 dans le procés
del’équipage de la “Felicidade” que les croiseurs Anglais n’ayant ,aucun
droit de saisir des batiments Brésiliens, les victimes d’une. vtelle saisie, en

résistant par le meurtre, usaient de leur droit de légitime défense en ne
pouvaient pas étre punieSr Ainsi 1e Parlement fait une loi contre laquelle
1e pouvoir judiciaire déclare qu’on a le droit de résister. , . 7

Get état de choses, my Lord, est par trop odieux et insoutenable.
Cependant c’est ce que’lés Ministres de Sa Majesté Britannique déclarent
préférable é. toute stipulation de Traité ! . .

J’arrive a'présent, my Lord, au seulr point sur lequel vous, avez bien
voulu me répOndre. Le Gouverne‘ment du Brésil a toujours soutenu et
rprouvé par les faits que ce ne‘sont ni les croiseurs Anglais, ni les tribunaux
de l’Amirauté par conséquentr ni 1e Bill de 1845, ni les violences de 1850,

qui ont mis fin 9. 1a Traite. Votre Excellence me dit, en réponse,rque ces

violences et ce Bill seuls out décidé vle Gouvernement Impérial $1.: prendre
les meSures qu’il av prises. En appui de cette assertion vous me présente’z
une' lettrer de Mr. Southern reférant une conversation avec le Ministre

des Afl‘aires Etrangéres, 1e Senateur Pauline de Souza, dans laquelle
Mr. Southern assure que ce Ministre lui a dit que l’argument tiré de
l’attitude 'de- la Grande Bretagne seul' était efficace pour convaincre les

E‘ossesseurs, vendeursvet'acheteurs de négres de la nécessité d’abolir 1a.
raite. ’ ' '
' Quoique plus généralisé qu’il ne devait étre, _le rapport (16 Mr. Southern

n’infirme en rien monargumentation.
. Les uns sqnvt Opposés a la Traite et méme 2‘1. l’esclavage par scrupules

relugieux ; les autres par principe de‘ philantropie et ch'arité; les autres
par des considérations politiques de nationalité et organisation sociale.
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Les uns 0111: de l’inquiétude a l’égard de la securjté intgél'ieul'e et extérieure

' du pays; les autres reculent devant la. réprobatlon .umvgrselle; les autres

tiennent pour sacré tout engagement pussur 1a fox n'atgxopql’e; les autres

enfin sont impressionnés par la crainte des efi'etg de l’lnlmgtle d’une_ natlon

puissante qui en réclamant l’exécution Vd’un Tralté est dang; son dr01t:

Tout le monde .conviendra, sans peine que les argumgnts bases sur

des considérations religieuses, morales, politiques et économlqpes trouvent

toujours une réponse. Ce n’est pa§ la méme chose pour 160$ falts. , . .

L’appréciation des forces relatlves des deux pays est afis’ee; la demsmn

de la Grande Bretagne était manifestég par les actes; l’eyenfiue'du mal

qu’elle pouvait faire était facile a appréc1er. CeuxAdonc qm n étalent pas

convaincus déjé, par les autres arguments ont pu l’étre; par ces falts.

Voila ce que le Ministre Brésilien a dit a Mr. Southerq. Qecx ne se trouve

nullement en opposition avec l’allégation tou30urs falte par nous, que l‘es

violences Anglaise-ss’ervaient pour dormer aux négrlers l’apparencg (qu’als

savaient bien exploiter) de victimes de leur dévnuemept aux m'térgts

agricoles du Brésil. C’est trés vrai que des hommes oppogés er} pI‘ll'lClpe

a la Traite croyaient qu’on ne devait pas céder a la pregasmn etrtapgére.

Ceci était une des plus grandes difiicultés d11_(3§ou'verlle[qent Brésfllen, et.;

ce qui a le plus retardé 1e revirement de l’oplnlon pubhque prononcée s1

tard centre ce Trafique. . ‘ , ‘ .

En admettant méme que le Bill de 1845, et les ordres molents de 1850,

considérés comme des acte's de guerre, ont eu pour efl'et (1e décider ou de

rendre possible la marche du Gouvernement Brésilien (g:eyqu’il n’admet

pas tout—fi-fait), s’ils ont pu procurer de nouveaux partisans a la cause de

l’abolition de la Traite, ils ont déja fait leur temps, ont produit cc qu’ils

devaient produire. Dés qu’il n’y a plus de motif de guerre, ni de pression

A exercer, 1e Bill doit étre révoqué, comme l’ont été les ordres violents

de 1850.
L’existence de ce Bill ne sert done plus que pour continuer 1e mal

qu’il a. fait au commencement, c’est-a‘t-dire, de donner de la. p0pularité aux

négriers et de faire_ considérer l’abolition de la Traite comme l’af’faire des

Anglais. On‘ disait dans le temps,‘Ce n’est pas 21 1a. Traite qu’ils en

‘veulent; leur but est de détruire la marine marchande Brésilienne et

d’intervenir dans les afi'aires intérieures du pays. La continuation du

Bill donne l’apparence de vérité a‘L cette accusation.
Il n’y a pas de doute que la Traite peut revivre si la. surveillance des

Gouvernements diminue. Cette surveillance sera. plus pflicace si elle a

pour base la bonne intelligence entre les deux Gouvernements. J ’ai des

pleins pouvoirs et je suis prét a signer un Traité pour établir cette bonne

intelligence, mais' je dois perdre l’espoir de tomber rd’accord avec le

Gouvernement Britannique si les Ministres de Sav Majesté Britannique

croyent que l’état actuel des choses est préférable a un Traité.

Je ne puis que m’étonner, my Lord, de vous voirtourner en argument

contre le Brésil ce qui devait étre pris comme une preuve éclatante de la
bonne foi du Gouvernement et de- son désir de marcher d’accord avec la
Grande Bretagne. Celle-ci a des Traités‘réglant ledroit de visite avec
presque toutes les nations commemantes. Les négriersrse couvrent de
tous les pavillons comme ils appartiennent é. tous‘les pays. Le Gou-
vernement du Brésil s’empresse d’avertir les autorités Britanniques des
manaauvres’ des ,négriers qu’il découvre pour que dans ,la part qui leur

Vrevient elles tfichent de les empécher de réussir. La conclusion que. votre

Excellence tire de cette maniére d’agir c’est que sansl’état violent et
odiehx créé par le Bill,‘ la. Grande Bretagne serait privée des. moyens
d’aider 1e Gouvernement du Brésil a contrecarrer ces manoeuvres ! Voih‘x
un‘e maniére de raisonner qui aurait pfi me faire . perdre tout. espoir

d’obtenir justice, si je n’avais pas taut de confiance dans celle de la cause
que je plaide, et dans la loyauté du Gouvernement Britannique.

' J ’ai, &Lc. .
(Signé) S. DE MACEDO.
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No. 115.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.~—(Received July 15.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 29, 1854.

I HAVE the honour of transmitting herewith a. translation of
that part of the report of the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Senhor Limpo de Abreo, to the Legislature, dated the 13th instant, which
relates to the Slave Trade, together with a list of the documents thereto
annexed. '

Your Lordship will perceive that Senhor Limpo de Abreo enters at
some length into several of the transactions which have taken place
between the Brazilian Government and Her Majesty’s Legation at this
Court, relative to the suppression of the Slave Trade, and relates the
fruitless endeavours which the Imperial Government have made to induce
Her Majesty’s Government to repeal the British Acts of Parliament of the
years 1839 and 1845, and to abandon the right of search of Brazilian
merchant-vessels on the high seas. ‘

I have likewise the honour to inclose a translation of that part
of the report of the Minister of Justice, Senhor Nabuco de Araujo,
to the Legislature, dated the 15th instant, which relates to the Slave Trade.
The language employed in this report, in respect to the necessity of the
vigorous suppression of the Slave Trade, is equally satisfactory with that
held by the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Your Lordship will observe
that Senhor Nabuco de Araujo states that it would be erroneous to
suppose that the Slave Trade is completely extinguished in this country,
seeing the attempts Which have been made to carry it on. ‘

I have, 8L0. ' ~
(Signed) , HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 115.

Extract from the Report of the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afiairrs to the
Legislature, May 13, 1854. v

(Translation)

, THE Imperial Government has employed all the means in its power,
and all the legal resodrces at its disposal, .to prevent the reappearance of
the Slave Trade; and in this= object it has had the zealous cooperation of
the authorities of the Empire. ' , ’ 7 ,

The notorious fact of not a single landing of Africans, since December
1852, is due to the active vigilance and efforts of those authorities.‘

Our Agents, in countries which 'the slave-traders have endeavoured to
select as a theatre for their infamous machinations, have exercised an
equal vigilahée, and have prevented, in concert with the British authorities,
any attempt at the continuation of the Slave Trade. '

This result is extremely satisfaetory; and if it is not impossible that
some case of importation should take place on, one point or other of our
extensive coast, Where, notwithstanding the well-combined.‘ measures
adopted, that crime cannot always be prevented, it can be asserted that
such an event will not fail to be followed by the most energetic measures
for the punishment of whoever may have taken part in it', and for the
apprehension and full liberation of the Africans.

Various indications have come to the knowledge of the Imperial
Government of a continuance of these nefarious speculations ; bat the,
danger to which» they are exposed in the Empire has made them take
another direction. ' ' . X ,

The Government learned that two vessels were being prepared at
Monte Video, apparently destined for the illicit Slave Trade.- ,

Our ‘authOrities there: and at BuenOs Ayres were on the alert, and have
not spared any efforts to frustrate these and any similar attempts.

Intelligence having been received here that a. Portuguese vessel, called
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the “ Laura,” (formerly “ Rosa,”)snspected of being (lestihed for thefilave

Trade, had touched at the Islands of Terceira aml Madelra from Lisbon,

this Office immediately addressed the Department of Justice, and issued

circulars to the Presidents of the maritime Provinces to cause the utmost

vigilance of the respective authorities to be directed to that vessel.
It had been stated that Portuguese vessels and others; cleared out of

the port of Bahia, partly laden with rum and tebaceo, and havmg beneath

their cargo water-casks and other articles destined for the Slave Trade:
orders were immediately sent to the President of that Provmce _te cauSe
the minutest investigations to be made With a View of ascertalnmg the
truth of that report. _ _

From the minute investigations proceeded to by. the P-reSIdent. 0f
Bahia, it turned out that nothing had taken place to justify the mformatlen
giVen on the subject. The utmost vigilance was also recommended to him
regarding the Sardinian schooner “ Iride” and the Portuguese schooner
“ Veloz,” on which suspicion likewise existed. ' . _ _ ‘

The Imperial -Government learned, by communications which 1t
received from Lisbon, that two Portuguese vessels, the “ Guerra” and
“ Trajano,” had sailed from the Douro for the coast of Africa under strong
suspicions of their being destined for the Slave Trade. .

Her Britannvic Majesty’s Legation subsequently transmitted to the
VGovernment the same intelligence, adding that there were reasons for
believing that any opportunitv would be taken advantage of for an
attempt to land Africans on the coast of Brazil. ' . .

The Imperial Government considered it to be Its duty. to issue, w1th
regard to these two vessels, repeated orders to the authorities along the
coast of the Empire, in the event of those vessels approaching any point
of the coast, to proceed at once to the apprehension of the Africans, and
to render effective the responsibility of the captain, the mate, and all the
crew, in conformity with the laws in force. ‘

The Imperial Government lately received information that these
vessels had actually gone to the coast of Africa to take in a cargo of
negroes; but it was at the same time infermed that they were destined,
not for the ports of this Empire, but for the Havana. ‘

The correspondence which passed with. Her Britannia Majesty’s
Legation on all these subjects; appears from the documents in Annex B.

Many other measures have been adopted for rendering effectual the
suppression of the Slave Trade.

All these circumstances, and the prompt measures which have been
taken by the Imperial Government, must have convinced that of 1 Her
Britannic Majesty, how difficult it will be for the * Slave Trade to be
renewed in Brazil, and that conviction may be deduced from the manner
in which that Government has acknowledged the honourable proceeding
of the authorities of the country. '

I regret,.however, Gentlemen, to have to communicate toyou the 11011-
reyocation, as yet, .of the Acts of the British Parliament of 1839 and 1845,
against the existence of which we have represented, and which so seriously
offend our national honour. V _

The Imperial Government has-called the most serious attention of the
Imperial Legation in London to this matter, but its efforts have not'as
yet brought about a solution decoroxi's to Brazil., , _

This question has also been treated at this Court with Her Britannia
Majesty’sLegation. ‘

L The following circumstance gave rise to the discussion :
The English brig of. war “ Bonetta,” cruizing off the coast of the

Empire, Visited elf the Island of Marambaia, the national schooner
“Lagunense” on its voyage to this port, and opened on that occasion an
oHicial'letter sealed with the arms of the Empire, and addressed to the
Admmlst'rator 0f the Outward Custom-house of this capital,', and which
contained the manifest of the sch’ooner’s' cargo. .

_ The Imperial Government addressed Her Britannic Majesty’s Lega-
ti'on 1n consequence, protesting against such a proceeding, and demanding
the necessar measures ‘on the part of the Legation to prevent the
recurrence 0 similar unjustifiable acts;
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Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation declared, in,reply to the demand
of the Imperial Government, that the Admiral commanding the British
Forces on this station had make known to it that he had ordered the
officers in command of British cruizers employed in the suppression of the
Slave Trade 011 the coast of Brazil, not to open in future any papers sealed
with the official seal of a. Brazilian authority, observing, however, that as
.the character and destination of Brazilian merchant-Vessels, visited on
suspicion of being engaged in the illicit Slave Trade, could only he juaged
of by means of the documents which shall ‘be open and accessible to the
visiting oflicer, the commanders of British cruizers cannot be held respon-
sible for an inconvenient detention to Which any vessel may be subjected,
in consequence of the non-exhibition of documents, such as the manifest
of the cargo, which shall be closed and sealed, and of Which there shall be
no copy or duplicate, properly authenticated, and open by examination.

Thus, Her Britannic Majesty’s Government has not yet given up the
exercise of the right of searéh on the high seas, against which Brazil has
protested; but the Imperial Government trusts that the spirit of justice
will ultimately influence the British Government. '

A Project of Law commenced to be discussed last year in the Senate,
extending the competency of the Auditors of Marine charged with the
trial of Slave Trade offences under the Law of the 4th September,
1850, and the regulation issued for carrying it into execution. The
occurrence which took place in December of last year, renders necessary
the adoption of measures to prevent impunity in special cases which were
not foreseen in those Acts.

 

List of Documents published in Annex B to the above Report. ’

Correspondence respecting two vessels said to be equipping at Monte
~ Video for the Slave Trade.

N0. 1. DESPATCH from the Consul at St. Catherine’s to Her
Britannie Majesty’s Legation, dated 2nd August, 1853 (sent home in
Mr. Jerniugham’s despatch of 11th August, 1853).

N0. 2. Note from the Legatiou of Her Britannic Majesty to the
Imperial Government, of 13th September, 1853 (sent home in Mr. Jer-
ningham’s despatch of 13th September, 1853). ‘

Copy of Representation of Her Britaunic Majesty’s Chargé d’Afi'aires
atMonte Video of 3rd,Septembe1’, 1853 (likewise inclosed). V

N0. 3.‘ Note 0f the Imperial Government to Her Britannie Majesty’s
,Legation, of 17th September, 1853 (sent home. in Mr. Jei‘ningha-m’s
despatch of 1st October, 1853). ' ’ '

Correspondence 0n the opening» of." the Manifeet 0f the schoonei‘ ‘I‘ Ldg'u;
‘ name.” sealed ivith the Imperial arms, by the English - brig

“Bonetta.” ' _

, No. 4. Note from the Imperial Government to Her Britannia Majesty’s
Legatien, 01 25th October, 1853. ' v

Document referred to therein. V
No. 5. Note from Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation to the Imperial

Government, of 28th October, 1853.
No. 6. Note from Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation to the Imperial

Government, of~3rd December, 1853. ‘ ,
Letter from the Admiral referred to therein. - '
(Nos. 4 to 6 inclusive were sent home in Mr. Howard’s despatch

of 3rd December, 1853.) , : .
N0. 7. Note from the Imperial Government to Her Britannic Majesty’s

Legation, of 11th December, 1853 (sent home-in Mr. Howard’s despatch
of 14th December, 1853).

No. 8. Note from Her Britannicv Majesty’s Legation t0_ the Imperial
Government, V16th December, 1853.
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No. '9. Note from the 1m perial Government to Her Britannic Majesty’s

Legation, of 30th December, 1853 (Nos.8 and. 9 sent home 111 Mr. Howard’s

despatch of lst December, 1854). ,'

Correspondence on the Portuguese vessel “ Laura,” formerly “ Rosa,”

suspected of being engaged 1n the Slave Trade.

N0. 10. Note from Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation to the Imperial

Government, of 10th November, 1853.

Document referred to therein.

No. 11. Note from the Imperial Government to Her Britannic Majesty’s

Legation, of 17th November, 1853 (Nos. 10 and 11, sent home in

Mr. Howard’s despatch of 19th November, 1853).

Correspondence on information that Portuguese and other vessels cleared

out at Bahia, partly laden with rum and tobacco, having beneath

articles for the Slave Trade. ‘

No. 12. Note from Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation t0 the Imperial

Government, of 12th December, 1853.
No.13. Note from the Imperial Government to Her Britannic Majesty’s

Legation, of 14th December, 1853. ‘

No. 14. Note from the Imperial Government to Her Britannic Majesty’s

Legation, of 27th December, 1853. .

(Nos. 12 to 14 inclusive sent home in Mr. Howard’s despatch of
13th January, 1854.)

No. 15. Note from the Imperial Government to Her Britannia Majesty’s
Legation, 4th February, 1854.

Three iuclosures (sent home in Mr. Howard’s despatch of 11th

February, 1854). I

No. 16. Note from Her Britannic Majesty’s Legatien to the Imperial
Government, of 8th April, 1854 (see Mr. Howard’s despatch of 10th

April, 1854). V *

Corresppndence on two Portuguese vessels, the “Guerra” and “ Trajano,”
whlch left the Douro for the coast of Africa, to be engaged in the
Slave Trade. ' '

No. 17. Note from Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation to the Imperial
Government, of 21st January, 1854. ‘

No. 18. Note from the Imperial Government to Her Britannic Majesty’s
Legation, 23rd January, 1854. .

Circular referred to therein.
. No. 19. Note from Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation to the Imperial
Government, of 27th January, 1854. . ,

(Nos. 17* to ‘19 inclusive sent home in« Mr. Howard’s despatch of
12th February, 1854.) '

Np. 20. Note frpm the Imperial Government to Her Britannic Majesty’s
Legatlon, 11th Apnl, 1,854. '
V No. 21. Note from Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation to the Imperial
Government, of 13th April, 1854. ~
1854(3108. 20 and 21 sent home in Mr. Howard’s despatch of 13th April,

Project of Law for extending the eompetency Of Auditors of Marine for
$1323) of persons mentioned in Article III of Law of 4th September,

No. 22. Note from Her Britannic Majesty’s Le ' '‘ , . gatlon to the 1m erlal
Government, of 10th January, 1854 (sent home in Mr. Howard’s desgatch
of 13th January, 1854). ' ' '

Ne. 23. Note from the Imperial Government to Her Britannic Majesty’s
Legatlon, of 11th January, 1854, acknowledging reéeipt of No. 22.
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No. 116.

1117‘. Howard t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Recei‘ued July 15.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, May 29, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose a translation of that part of the report-

of the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, t0

the Legislature, dated the 13th instant, which relates to the question!

of the emancipation of the free Africans, and to the correspondence

exchanged between his Excellency and myself on that subject;
The documents annexed to this report will be seen from the list

appended to the inciosure in this despatch.
My last note to Senhor de Abreo 0n the subject, a copy of which was

inclosed in my deSpatch to your Lordship 0f the 15th instant, the day on

which it was written, being of adate posterior to the report, is not included
in them.

I have, &C.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. .

 

Inclosure. in No. 116.

Extract from the Report of the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afairs to the
Legislature, May 13, 1854.

(Translation.)

ON occasion of the publication of the Decree No. 1,303 of the 28th of
December of last year, by. Which His Majesty the Emperor was pleased to
ordain that the free Africans Who should have served private individuals
for the space of fourteen years, should be emancipated on their' petition,
with the obligation, however, of residing in such. places as should be
designated by the Government, and Of taking an occupation 01" service on
being paid a salary, Her Britannia Majesty’s Legation addressed itself to
the Imperial Government, making some observations on the term ‘fiXed in
the said Decree for the acquisition of the right to emancipation by the
said Africans-«a right which they have so long possessed; and expressing
its opinion not only that that benefit should be extended to all free
Africans, without restriction; as regards the time of service, but,'mo’re-
over, that they should be relieved from the necessity of petitioning for
their liberty, as required by the said Decree, and that the imperial
Government should take upon itself to emancipate them independently OF
that clause. , i ‘ -

From the correspondence which ensued on this subject, and which
will be found in Annex B, will 'be seen thedevelopment which it received.

 

List of Documents published in Annem’ B to the above Report. :

No. 24. Decree No. 1,303 of 28th December, 1853. i .
No. 25. Note from Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation to the. Imperial

Government, of 13th January, 1854. , f .
(Nos. 24 and 25 sent home in MnHow'ard’s despatch of 13th January;

1854J 7~_ , . . f .
N0. 26. Note from the'Imperial Government to Her Britann‘ic Majesty’s

Legation, of 3rd February, 1854 (sent home in Mr. Howardk deS} atch of
11th February, 1854). ' I .

No. 27. Note from Her Britannic Majesty’s Leg'ation to the mperial
Government, of 3rd March, 1854.

CLASS B.
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Inclosure therein (sent home in Mr. Howard’s despatch of 13h

March, 1854). ' . _ .

N0. 28. Note from the Imperial Goternment to Her Britanmc Mzgesty’s

Legation, of 8th May, 1854 (sent home in Mr. Howard’s despatch “of

15th May, 1854).

 

No. 117.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.-——(Received July 15.)

(Extract) Rio de Janeiroi June 10, 1854.

IN my despatch of the 11th ultimo,* I had the honour of transmitting
the copy of a note which 1 addressed on the 11th ultimo-to the Bra-
zilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, on the

subject of the arrival here, on board the American vessel “ General

Pierce,” of the notorious slave-trader Jacintho Derizanz. I now beg

to inclose the copy of a memorandum which I delivered on the 18th
of the same month to the Minister of the United States at this Court,
Mr. Trousdale, stating the reasons there existed for suspecting that
Derizanz-had come here for the purpose of planning a new Slave Trade
expedition, and that the real destination of the “ General Pierce” might
be the coast of Africa, and suggesting that the United States’ Consul (Mr.
Robert G. Scott) should be instructed to watch the proceedings of
Derizanz and his associates, and that the Commanders of the United
States’ ships of War in these waters should be made acquainted with the
facts I had mentioned, with a view to their cooperation should it be
required.

1 called, on the following day, on the Consul, Mr. Scott, and finding
that Mr. Trousdale had not sent him my memorandum, I communicated
it to him, and. discussed the subject at length with him. The result of my
first interview with him is recorded in the despatch which I addressed to
Admiral Henderson on the 26th of May, and of Which 1 have the honour
of inclosing a copy. Your Lordship will perceive from this despatch that
AMI. Scott acted up to my wishes in the ,most cordial, frank, and highly
honourable manner, and lost no time in taking active measures with a
view to frustrate any attemptto carry on the Slave Trade under American
colours, and in placing himself in communication with the American
Commodore, D. Salter, 0f the United States’ frigate “ Savannah,” now in
this harbour, who, on his side, showed the most laudable anxiety to
cooperate towards that object, as reported by Mr. Scott, and as testified
by Admiral Henderson in the despatch which he addressed to me on the
27th ultimo in reply to mine of the preceding‘day, and of which I likewise
beg to forward herewith a copy. . ~

I have now the satisfaction of informing your Lordship that the
measures thus taken, aided, no doubt, by the knowledge which Derizanz
must have acquired that the Brazilian authorities were likewise watching
his proceedings, have been so far crowned with success as to frustrate the
project there is every reason for Supposing that he entertained of entering,
on the present occasion,‘upon a new slave—trading undertaking connected
with this country; Derizanz himself having thought proper to abscond,
and having, it is believed, left Rio de Janeiro secretly a short time ago,
in an’ American vessel, for the United States, and his reputed Vessel, the
“ General Pierce,” having sailed yesterday for Baltimore, freighted by a
commercial house here, with a legal cargo of coffee, and with the Italian
styling himself Salvador de Carlos, referred to in my despatch of the 26th
ultimo to Admiral Henderson, on board. . ' ‘ ‘

It remains for me to state, that I have informed the Brazilian Minister
for Forelgn Affairs of my transactions with the American Representatives

* No. 97.
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here, and that they have met his concurrence ; indeed, the President of

the Council, Viscount Parana, had expressedvto me the wish that I should

place myself in communication With the American Legation on the subject

of the “ General Pierce,” which I had already decided to do.

Mr. Scott has quitted Rio de Janeiro for the United States on leave

of absence, but previously to his departure he assured me that his son,

Captain Scott, whom he has left in charge of the United States’ Consulate,
entertains the same feelings and would continue to act in the same sense
as himself in the affair of this vessel, or in any other case which might
occur ; an assurance which Captain Scott has repeated to me himself in
the most friendly and em phatic terms. , ~

I understand that Derizanz’ old slave-trading associates here were
apprehensive of committing themselves, at a period like the present, when
the attention of the Brazilian Government is particularly directed towards
the suppression of the Slave Trade.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 117.

Memorandum.

A NOTORIOUS slave-trader, Jacintho Derizanz, who gives out that
he is now a citizen of the United States, has lately arrived at Rio de

Janviro on board the United States’ vessel the “ General Pierce,” of which

he is said to be the owner, and is accompanied by two other persons who
have been connected with Slave Trade transactions—a United States’

citizen named Jefl'erson, and an Italian whose name has not been correctly

ascertained, ' ' ,

Jacintho Derizanz is a Venezuelan by birth, but has long carried on
the Slave Trade as a naturalized Brazilian subject. He has been known,

between 1848 and 1851, to have commanded. or to have been connected

with, the slave-vessels “ Unifio,” f‘Amizade,” “Democrat,” “Eunomus,”

“ Sereia,” anc “ Providencia,” which carried on the Slave Trade between

the coast of Africa and Brazil, and was principally connected withthe
notorious slave-trader Tomas da Costa Ramos. ' ' ,

On the 9th July, 1851, Jacintho Derizanz was taken outside» Rio

harbour in the steam-tug “Sarah ” by Her Majesty’s ship “Cormorant,”
when going out to take command of the slaver “ Valoroso ” waiting
outsidehand bound on a slave-voyage to the coast of Africa. Since that .

epoch Jacintho Derizanz is said to have been carrying on the Slave Trade
With Havana. - » . - ‘ v . . '

His arrival here in the “General Pierce,” in company with other
slave-traders, and his intercourse With suspected persons resident in Rio
Janeiro, induce a strong belief that he is planning a further slave-trading '
expedition, and that the real destination of the “ General Pierce ” may be'
the coast of Africa.

Under these circumstances, and persuaded of the continuance-of the
interest Which the United States’ Legation has ever taken in frustrating ,

the Slave Trade projects of American citizens in Brazil, Mr. Howard takes
theliberty of suggesting to the Honourable Mr. Trousdale, the expediency
of the United States’ Consul at Rio being instructed to watch the move-1
ments of Jacintho Derizanz and hisassociates, and to take'such measures

“as may prevent his carrying his proposed projects into execution,.and it is

moreover left to his Excellency to judge of the propriety: of making the

above facts. known to the commanders of the United States’ships-of-war in
these waters for their guidance, should their cooperation be required‘ '

Rio de Janeiro, May 18, 1854. ' , > v
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Inclosure 2 in No. 117.

Mr. Howard to Rear—Admiral Henderson.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, May 26, 1854.

I HAVE the honour of inclosing herewith, for your infotniation, the
copy of a memorandum which I have delivered to the Mlnlster, Mr.
Trousdale, and to the Consul, Mr. Robert C. Scott, of the United States of
North America, relative to the suspicious circumstances, as connected with
the Slave-Trade, under which the notorious slave-trader, D011 Jacintho
Derizanz, who was taken on board the steam-tug “ Sarah ” offthe harbour
of Rio de Janeiro by Her Majesty’s ship “ Cormorant ” in 185_l, returned
to this port a short time ago on board the North .Amerlcan vessel
“ General Pierce,” of which he is stated to be the owner.

I am not aware that Mr. Trousdale has taken any step in the matter ;
but I , as well as MnConsul 'Westwood, have had several interviews with
Mr. Scott, who has met my Wishes in the most satisfactory manner, and
has not only given me the assurance that he Will cordially and cheerfully
assist me and all others in arresting the renewal of the Slave Trade on the
coast ’of Brazil, or elsewhere, under the American flag, and carried on by
American citizens, but has, since I first spoke to him on the subject, been
actively employed in making inquiries and in taking preventive measures
against the'designs of Derizanz and his associates.

M12 Scott informs me that he has communicated the information
which I had given him, as well as Mr. Hudson’s correspondence, relative
to Derizanz, contained in the Parliamentary Slave Trade Blue Book for
1851 and 1852, pp. .208 and 235, to Commodore Salter of the United States’
frigate “ Savannah,” Who shares his suspicions relative to the objects of
the “ General Pierce,” who has offered to cooperate for the purpose of
frustrating them, and who has directed the United States’ armed brig
,“ Bainbridge” to be ready to put to sea at any moment in order to
watch her. _

Commodore Salter fears, however, that if the “ General Pierce ”
should get herself towed out of port, the “ Bainbridge ” might not be able
to overtake her, and he is therefore anxious to know whether you would
be disposed to allow a steamer belonging to Her Majesty to tow the
“ Bainbridge ” out of harbour, and upon this point I should be obliged to
you, (lefither to communicate confidentially With the Commodore or with
myse . ' , -

Mr. Scott informs me that the “ General Pierce” has a register
granted by Act of the Congress of the United States, and that her owner’s
name appears to be James Hall, and that her papers therefore seem to be
in order, but that the statement'of her movements is calculated to excite
suspicion. She is stated to have taken out emigrants from the United
States to Liberia, and to have proceeded thence to the Cape Verd Islands,
from whence she arrived here with a cargo of salt; and the master explains
the existence of 20,000 cigars on board, by saying that he brought them
from the United States. The presumption appears to be that the vessel
has, in the meantime,» carried on the Slave-Trade with the Havana.

As to Derizanz, who was accompanied on board the “ General Pierce,”
nominally also as passengers, by an American of the name of Jefferson,
a known slave—trader, and an Italian who calls himself Salvador de Carlos,
and is, I understand, a Genoese slave-trading captain; he now gives his
name as Luayza.. ‘

Mr. Scott informs me, that previous to my interview with him on the
19th instant, Derizanz had sent the Italian on board the “Savanna ” to
show a declaration, purporting to have-been made by him in"1853, how-
ever under another name, of his intention to become an- American citizen,
and to inquire whether he could count upon the protection of the American
guns

Commodore Salter referred him to Mr. Scott, with a view to the
establishment of his nationality, and refused in the meantime to have
anything to do _with him.
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The same Italian afterwards applied to Mr. Scott on behalf of

Derizanz, but Mr. Scott, who was not then acquainted with Derizanz’

antecedents, observed upon the necessity of all foreigners complying with

the laws of the country to which they might come, and also declined to

give him a promise of any special protection, and insisted upon his

Establishing his identity. Matters were in this state when I first called

upon Mr. Scott. '

I may add that Derizanz, to whose movements and proceedings 1
had, as early as the 8th instant, called the attention of the Brazilian

Government, has kept out of the way himself, and it is even a question

whether he may not already have left this port. I believe him to be the

same person who, either personally or through the Italian, offered Prince
Labanofi' to take out the “ Rog-neda” schooner, under American colours,

and to do business with the Prince, the latter retaining the ownership of

the vessel, a proposal which was not listened to by the Prince.
You will perceive from the foregoing statement that the question of

the “General Pierce” is now in the hands of the American authorities
here, but I have thought it right to give you the information in my
possession on the subject of it.

I have, 81c. .
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 3 in N0. 117.

Rear-ddmiral Henderson to Mr. Howard.

Sir, “Madagascm‘,” Rio de Janeiro,” ll’Iay 27, 1854.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellen‘cy’s despatch of
yesterday’s date, relative to the North American schooner “ General
Pierce,” and the supposed designs of the reported well-known slave—tradel‘,
Don Jacintho Derizanz. '

Having in consequence thereof this day communicated confidentially
0n the subject with Commodore Salter, commanding the United States’
squadron on this station,_and offered to place‘Her Majesty’s steam-vessel.
“ Rifleman” at his disposal to assist or cooperate with any of the United
States’ cruizers that he might detach to watch the “ General Pierce,” I
have now the honour to inform your Excellency that the Commodore will
readily avail himself of the services of the “ Rifleman,” should the
suspicious circumstances respecting the real objects of the “ General
JP'ieree” not he removed prior to that vessel leaving the port of Rio de
aneu‘o.

Commodore Salter appears to be sincerely desirous to frustrate the
designs of Derizanz and his associates, and to prevent the United States’
flag being employed to cover the objects they have in view, and he informs
me that he will continue to prosecute the steps which he has already
taken for that purpose.

The readiness with which Commodore Salter enter into a. discussion
of this question, and the frankness with Which he has acceptedour offered
cooperation, will, I am sure, be as gratifying to your Excellency as it is
to me.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) W. W. HENDERSON.

NO. 118.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received July 15.) '

My Lord, , Rio de Jdneiro, June 11, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose the translation of a. Law for the more
effectual suppression of the Slave Trade, which received the Imperial
slancgioii 0n the 5th instant, and was published in the official journal of
t is ay.
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It will be in your Lordship’s recOllection that this law, which has

been the subject of previous reports from Her Majesty’sfiegation, was

passed last year in the Senate towards the close of thesessmn.

It has now, since the opening of the Chambers this year, been agreed

to by the Chamber of Deputies, with an amendment accepted by the'

Government, and subsequently adopted by the Senate.

This amendment consists in the substitution of the word “ tried” for

“punished” in the second paragraph of Article 2, Which as it now stands

exempts Brazilian subjects from the action of this law for siave-trading

transactions for which they may have been already tried in a foreign

country,.with0ut requiring, as originally, that they shall actually have

been punished.
The reasons urged for the amendment were, that it would be. unjust

to euhjcct men to a‘second trial for the same Offence; that if acquitted in

a‘f'oreign country, their innocence ought to be taken for granted; and

that, on the other hand, if pardoned for their offence, it would be an inter-

ference with the power of clemency exercised towards them by the

sovereign authority of a foreign country to submit them to a further

tria .
The law itself did not meet With serious opposition in the Chamber of

Deputies, a‘lthmigh several members of the Opposition, whilst proclaiming -

their ardent desire to see the Slave Trade put an end to, opposed the

measure as one which might lead to much abuse of power, which unwar-

rantably deprived individlials of the right and advantage of trial by jury,

and principally as a measure of great severitv, which was not required

by the exigencies of the case, now that the Slave Trade was as its last

gasp.
Senhor Nahuco de Araujo, the Brazilian Minister of Justice, answered

all these objections very ably in the speech of which I have the honour to
transmit a translation.

I have, &C. '
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

lnclosure 1 in No. 118.

Decree.

(’l‘ranslation.)

Decree of the 5th June, 1854, declaring from what time the competency
of the Auditors of Marine shall take place to prosecute and try

ofi'enders referred to in the 3rd Article of the Law, No. 581, of the

4th September, 1850, and the cases in which penalties for attempts
at importation of slaves shall be imposed by the said Auditors.

I AM pleased to sanction and Order to be executed the following
resolution of ' the General Legislative Assembly :

Art. 1. The competency of the Auditors of Marine to prosecute and
try the offenders mentioned in the 3rd Article of the Law, No. 581, of the

4th September, 1850, shall take place after the publication of the present
resolution, even in cases when the pursuit of the delinquents and of the

slaves landed shall not be efi'ected at the time of disembarkation, but shall

be made subsequently, as soon as the public authority shall have intelli-
gence 'of the landing, at whatever distance they maybe from the coast.

Art. 2. Any Brazilian citizen, wherever he may reside, and any
foreigner residing in Brazil, being the owner, captain or master, pilot or
mate, or having an in terest in the transactions, of any vessel engaged in
the Slave Trade, shall be punished withthe penalties imposed for attempts
at the importation of slaves, and shall be presecuted and tried by the said
jAuditors, the provision of the Law of the 4th September, 1850, continuing
in: force as regards importers of slaves into Brazil.

This provision does not comprise Brazilian citizens resident in foreign
cgimtries, who shall have been prosecuted and tried there for the same
0 ence.

Art. 3. A11 provisions to the contrary are hereby cancelled.
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Jose Thomas Nabuco de Arau‘jo, of my Council, Minister and Secre-
tary of State for the Affairs of Justice, shai] thus cause it to be executed.

Palace of Rio de Janeiro, 5th June, 1854, 33rd year of the Indepen-
dence and of the Empire. '

(Sign Manual of His Majesty the Emperor.)
(Countersigned) JOSE THOMAS NABUCO DE ARAUJO.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 118.

Emiract from the Speech of the Minister of Justice, in the Brazilian Chamber
of Deputies, May 17, 1854.

('I‘ransiation.) .

“MR. PRESIDENT,—It appears to me to be unnecessary that
should say what great importance the Government attach to the Project
of Law now under discussion, it having been one of those recommended in
the Speech from the Throne.

“The Imperial Government, and all of us, are bound by our own

interests, and in the face of the whole civilized world, to repress that

infamous Trade which jeopardizes our future, and renders colonization an
impossibility; the Imperial Government could not, therefore, but adopt
the provisions of this Project: they would even be wanting to a sacred
duty if' they were not strenuously to strive'for their adoption. Is this
Project indispensable? This is the first question raised by one of the
two noble members who opposed it. He considers the Law of the 4th
of September to be sufficient ; but I will say that late occurrences have
proved that Law to be now-a-days impotent, as regards repression. Let

us see what were the circumstances, what was the state of things when
the Law of the 4th of September, 1850, was promulgated. -

“ The circumstances of the present day are not the same as those
which that Law provided against. In 1850, as you all know, the great
slave—market was upon the coasts; it was there, that there were large
deposit warehouses whither every one went to make purchases. The Law

of the 4th September, 1850, effected a change in those circumstances; the
dealers changed their plans, and now-a-days the Africans, as soon as
they are landed, are conveyed by impervious and‘ cross unknown roads
into the interior of the country. What can the Government do to defeat
these new circumstances iinder the Law of the 4th of September, 1850, the

action of which is restricted to the coasts ? If we sincerely wish for

repression, if we do not wish to sophisticate it, we ought, Sirs, to follow

the slave-deaiers in their new plans; it is proper that the Government
should not remain impotent, that they should'be enabled to act against
them, and not be made responsible Without possessing the necessary
means for pursuing them. (Applause) ' ,

“ Besides this, an additional reason exists, which is, that the English

Government, in consequence of the Oriental Question, and becausevthey
appear to confide in the sincere efforts of‘ the Brazilian Govern1nent,‘have
diminished the number of their cruizers on the coast of Africa; and it is

therefore a sacred duty imposed upon us to respond to that confidence
(applause) in redoubling the measures of repression on shore, because they

are more efficacious; as by this means the Slave Trade, to use the

expressions of the noble Deputy for San Paulo, is in a dying state.
“ I have already shown that the present‘state of things is not the same

as that of 1850. The fact at Bracuhy is an example of what I told you ;
you know how the Africans landed there were immediately conveyed into
the interior. : 1 , .

“The noble Deputies spoke of the dangers which the provisions of this
Law may produce; there is no‘measure, however advantageous and neces-

sary it may be, without its inconveniences. It is proper to confide in the
execution of it, because, Sirs, the Government are guarantees fromthose

dangers—the Government who form part of the nation, and WhOyiH case Of

a subversion, will be the responsible victims. (Applause) "A Government,

unless they be ignorant of their mission, cannot for the sake of one interest
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‘ ' 1 '. be other interests of society; it is in the _combmmg of _the

1321a; (hgihzm that the great problem of‘public administration consists.

lt is not to make an improper use of themthat the Government wishes for

these provisions, because if that were their aim, they have sufihcnent and

nowerful ’means already at their disposal. (Much applause.) _

i “ I think that the jurisdiction which the PYOJeCt wishes Ito establish

offers more guarantees than those which actually exast. Viho are the

versons now charged with the prosecution and thee trlal 0f the crimes of

which the 1st Article of the Project treats? The Delegates and Sub.

delegates, do these deserve more confidence than the Auditors? Who

are these Auditors, who appear tq be so very terrible? They are the

judges of right, the Chiefs of the Police ; they are the persons who exercise

jurisdiction in the country, and who offer greater guarantees than

' Sub-dele ates.

Deleg‘aieio‘iil you, Sitgs, that the Government had_the sincere fiesire' to

repress the Slave Trade, and that they were not desu‘ous of sophisticatmg

that repression. Would it not be a sophistication of represswn t9 entrust

juries with the adjudication of this crime? Without Wishing to disparage

the tribunal of the jury, I shall tell youthat it Is not the most proPei-

for the punishment of these crimes. The J_ury may be qualified to punlsl]

crimes which coifimon sense recognise, which are repugnant to the heart,

which are, so to speak, execrated by natural law, and _are c0ns1de1:ed

infamous: it is not, however, the most proper fer pumshmg those which

are created by the necessities and interests of society. The slave-tr‘ader's,

Sirs, will not fail to seek those places for landlng their slaves which, in

their opinion, are the most favourable for their pnrpose. They Will only

convey Africans into the interior through places in which they inay meet

with protection. Can juries of those places, them accomphces, interested

persons and connivers at the crime, be entrusted With the trial of them'?

Can we tell those nations which are cooperating Wlth- us towards this

aim at civilization and humanity that the jnry is satisfaetory:p This

would be an epigram: this would not be to Wlsh for repression ; it would

be a sophistication of it.
“ I, Sirs, flatter myself with the language of the _noble .Deputy for

San Paulo who first spoke, when he told us that all political opinions of the

country were unanimous respecting the Slave Trade. in truth, there are

certain principles which should be shared by all partles, such as those

which relate to‘national honour, faith in Treaties, and international

questions ; and thus we see statesmen in civilized countries almost always
coinciding in diplomatic questions. This mode of procedure, this unity
of force, strengthens the Governments, and foreigners have no Interest in
speculating upon the vicissitudes of the pollcy of nations, It here
becomes my province to vindicate the honour of the opmion which
predominates, and to which the noble Deputy attributes the exclusive
protection of the Slave Trade. There was a time, Sirs, in which all

opinions throughout the country appeared to tolerate the Slave Trade, as

there has also arrived one in which ‘ all are pronounced against it: this is
the best grounded, the most impartial and honest judgment, that can

without injustice be formed of the past and present periods. (Much
applause.)

“ The noble Deputy who last spoke called upon the Government for
an explanation respecting the comprehensiveness of the Ist Article of the
Law under discussion. According to the noble Deputy, there is danger
that the Law will comprehend those crimes previously committed; but,
Sirs, the expressions of the Law are very precise, and it appears to me
that no doubt can remain in that respect, because the Project says:
‘ After the publication of the present resolution.’ There is another clause
in the Law which provides against all the noble Deputy’s apprehensions,
‘ on the occasion of the disembarkation ;’ audit is only upon news being
received of a disembarkation that the law will be enforced. As to the
purchasers; there is no new provision respecting them in the Project. The
provisions on that score of the 9th Article of the‘Law of the 4th of
September, 1850, in which the 3rd Article of the Law of the 7th of
November, 1831, is referred to, will still subsist.



BRAZIL. 129

“ Sirs, I heard a noble Deputy say, that the provision of the 2nd
Article of the Project was contrary to the established rules of‘ right ; that
it was a provision opposed to exceptional common right even to determine
that only those crimes could be punished that are committed within the
territory. If there is any subject respecting which private national right,
which is founded upon the laws of each nation, can be doubtful and

varied, it is this which appears to the noble Deputy to be clear. This

matter is ruled by two main principles,——either that of the personality of

the laws, a principle which predominated during the middle ages, and

was followed in Germany, which still exists in Prussia and Austria,

according to Which the subject of a nation, wherever he may be, on

committing a crime, is subject to the laws of his own country, because he

is not allowed to be ignorant of them. I do not adopt that principle,

which appears to me repugnant. The other principle is that of territorial

sovereignty, and consists in there-being only a right to punish crimes

committed in the country.» This principle is absolute as in England and,

the United States, or With the exception of those crimes which are, com-

mitted against the State, or against subjects of the same nation ; as is the

case in France, Belgium, and the Two Siciiies, Where, by exception from

that second principle, the subjects of those nations are punished who in

other countries commit crimes against their security, of , coining false

money, 81.0., or against their other subjects. It is in conformity with

these principles that the provisions of the 2nd Article are to be considered.

“ It was in our power to follow the right of this or that nation in

either of the two established principles ; for although we acknowledge the

right of sovereignty, we may take an exception therefrom respecting any

description of crimes.
“ As to the amendment, it appearing to me that it is only meant as

regards the wording, the Senate might be consulted on this point. I do

not know what precedents there are, but it appears that the intention of

the Senate was solely that of respecting the judgment of other nations.”

 

No. 119.

Mr Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received July 15.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, June 12, 1854.

IN the debates now going on in the Brazilian Senate on the project.
of address in answer to the Imperial speech from the Throne, the conduct

of Her Majesty’s Government in maintaining the British Act of Parlia-
ment of August 1845, commonly called Lord Aberdeen’s Bill, and the
right of search of Brazilian merchant-vessels on the high seas, now that

the Slave Trade is professed to be extinguished in Brazil, has been severely

commented upon ; the Act itself has been designated as an infringement of

the sovereignty of Brazil, and the Brazilian Government have . been
attacked by members of the Opposition for not having succeeded in obtain-

ing its revocation ; a failure which was erroneously attributed by one of

those members to the presence of Viscount Parana in the Cabinet.
As I was on the point, yesterday, of leaving the room of the Brazilian

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo' de Abreo, his Excellency

detained me, and referred to those attacks, saying that it would be

necessary for him to take some steps in the matter. ‘
I observed, that I thought the best course for his Excellency to take

was to declare openly that there Was no‘chance of inducing Her Majesty’s?

Government to suspend the operation of the Act, until Brazil should have

concluded with Great Britain an adequate Slave Trade Treaty, and that I
had remarked that Viscount Parana had said something , of the kind,

Which was, I thought the most judicious mode of representing the

question; and I added, that I thought his Excellency’s predecessor, Senhor

Pauline, had left the present Brazilian Administration an inconvenient

CLASS B.
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legacy by holding out; in his last year’s report to the Chambers, the

favourable prospect of the repeal of the Act.

In my turn, I asked his Excellency whether he had meant to convey

to me, by what he had said, that he intended to make fresh proposals to

Her Majesty’s Government. . _ .

Senhor de Abreo replied that there was a qualificatlon in_Senhor

Paulino’s declaration in reference to a Treaty, which had been omitted by

the members who had quoted it; that he did not intend to make any fresh

proposals for a Treaty; that the Chevalier de Macedo was already pro-

vided with the necessary instructions. His Excellency then reverted to

the successful efforts which the Imperial Government had made to

suppress the Slave Trade, and to the circumstance of its being now

extinguished in Brazil, as authorising them to expect that Her Majesty’s

Government would consent to abrogate the Act. . .

I rejoined that the Imperial Government had the remedy In their own

hands—if they chose to sign the Project of Treaty proposed by y0ur

Lordship in June of last year, the operation of the .Act would .be

suspended as long as the Treaty should last. How did the question

now stand? We had declined the proposals of the Brazilian Govern-

ment for a new Treaty and they had rejected ours, although not mate-

rially differing from the stipulations of our Treaty with Portugal; and

it had, as I had understood from your Lordship, been then agreed

between the Brazilian Envoy and yourself that things should remain

in statu qua. With regard to the right of search, I reminded his

Excellency that we exercised it as well in virtue of the Perpetual Article

of the Treaty of 1826, and that your Lordship had yourself explained in a

despatch dated the 4th of January last), a copy of Which I had had

the honour of placing in his hands, that the Brazilian Government

were mistaken in supposing that Her Majesty’s Government intended

to abandon the exercise of‘ that right. I said that I could not admit that

the Slave Trade was completely extinguished in Brazil; the information

which his Excellency had transmitted to me proved that it was not so;

and besides, what guarantee had we that another Administration would

have the suppression of the Slave Trade as much at heart as that of

which he was a member, and would take as vigorous measures with that

view ?
Senhor de Abreo, in conclusion, observed that the feeling in general

in Brazil was now opposed to the Slave Trade, which was now only sought

to be carried on by a few individuals ; and that under these circumstances

no future Administration would act otherwise than the present Govern-

ment were doing. He added, that he had received despatches from M. de

Macedo, stating that he hoped to'be able to come to an understanding

with your Lordship on the topics we had conversed upon; and I inferred

from what his Excellency said, that it is his intention to write to that

Minister to press the wishes of the Imperial Government on your
Lordship.

Having 011 previous occasions dwelt, in my conversations with the
Brazilian Ministers, on the advantages of the cooperation of Her Majesty’s
cruizers, and on the encouragement which the cessation by them of the
exercise of the right of search on the high seas, and the revocation of the
Act of 1845, would prove to the slave—traders, I did not seek, on the present
occasion, to prolong my conversation on these subjects with his Excellency,
which was carried on throughout in the most friendly terms.

I cannot conclude this despatch without mentioning to your Lordship
that I have not altogether escaped; during the discussions in the Senate, '
the attacks which were lavished upon Mr. Hudson.

Two of the members have found great fault with my notes to Senhor
Limpo de Abteo, 0n the subject of the emancipation of the'so-called free
Africans, saying that they constituted an interference With the internal
afi'alrs of the country; that their tone was too haughty, whilst that of
Senhor de Abreo’s communications to me was too submissive: moreover,
that I advocated measures which would throw the country into disorder.

One noble Senator, who makes a handle of every question in order to
attack the present Imperial Government, as he did the previous Adminis-
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tration, declared that he was nearly shedding tears on reading my notes.
I have, however, consoled myself with the reflection that this melancholy
consummation did not actually take place.

The fact is, that the question of the emancipation of the free. Africans
is one which affects too many private interests to be a palateable one.
There is such a numerous class of persons in this country who have so
long enjoyed the services of these unfortunate individuals, that they are
unwilling to see the advantages they derive from those services withdrawn
or curtailed ; and whilst they have been obliged to make up their minds
to the cessation of the importation of Africans, they seem to be only more
intent upon retaining in servitude those who, though having a right to
full liberty, are still kept in bondage.

I feel that I ought to apologise to your Lordship for this allusion to
myself; but I have been induced to make it, as it shows what I believe to
be a pretty widely spread feeling on the question of the free Africans.

 

‘I have, Ste.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 120.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received July 15.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, Junel3, 1854.

WITH reference to my despatches .of the 28th of April and the
11th of May last} concerning an expected landing of Africanson the
coast of the Brazilian Province of Rio Grande do Sul, I have the
honour to inform your Lordship that Commander Parish, of Her Majesty’s
steam-vessel “ Sharpshooter,” who was dispatched by Admiral Henderson
to cruize in thosequarters, has returned here, and reports to :me that 'he
has not seen any suspicious vessel, nor heardany confirmatory information
on the subject. v

The Brazilian Minister for Foreign Afi’airs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo,
acquaints me that he has received contradictory intelligence on the
subject ; however, his last despatches from the Presidents of the Provinces
of Rio Grande and St. Catherine, state the disbelief of those functionaries
of the accuracy of the information which had reached him, and which he
had communicated to me, of the reported project of a disembarkation
of slaves at Tramandahy ; the President of the former Province had,
nevertheless, sent a military detachment to the spot in question.

I cannot help remarking to your Lordship, that it is satisfactory to
observe that, Whereas a year ago, the Brazilian Government rather depre—
cated the cooperation of Her Majesty’s cruizers, it was upon Senhor de
Abreo’s inquiry, whether Admiral Henderson could not spare a steamer,
that the “ Sharpshooter” was sent downyto the coast of Rio Grande.

 

'I have &C. .
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 121.

I The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Houiard.

Silj, Foreign Ofice, July 22, 1854.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 10th of June, reporting the

steps which you had taken respecting the notorious slave-trader Jacintho
Derizanz, and I have to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government
entirely approve your proceedings inthis matter.

v I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

* Nos. 93 and 101.
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No. 122.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, . Foreign Oflice, July 24, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 11th of June, and I have
to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government have learnt With satisfac-
tion the publication of the Imperial Decree of the 5th of June, sanctioning
a law for the more effectual suppression of the Slave Trade, which was
p aed in the Brazilian Senate during its last session.

I am, 82c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 123.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, July 25, 1854.

I ENTIRELY approve the language which you held to the Brazilian
Minister for Foreign Affairs in a conversation With him respecting
certain observations Which were made in the Brazilian Senate on the

subject of the continuance of the Act of Parliament of August 1845, as
reported in your despatch of the 12th of June, and I have to desire that
on will adhere to the same language upon all similar occasions, as it

faithfully represents the views of Her Majesty’s Government.
I have spoken in the same sense to M. de Macedo, and I see no

prospect of his agreeing to such a. Treaty as Her Majesty’s Government
would consider safe or justifying the suspension of the Act of 1845.

I am, 8w»
(Signed) , CLARENDON.

 

No. 124.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Oflice, July 27,‘ 1854.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 9th instant,* inclosing copies

of a letter Which I had received from the Brazilian Minister at this

Court, ,and of my reply thereto, on the subject of the past conduct of the

Brazilian Governmentwith regard to the Slave Trade,- I now transmit to

you, for your information, a copy of a further letteri- on the same

subject, dated the 7th instant, Which 'I have received from the Chevalier
de Maeedo. I have to add, that Her Majesty’s Government have not
thought it necessary to return an answer to M. de Macedo’s last letter.

I am, 8L0. .
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

* No. 13. J; No. 114.
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No. 125. '

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received August 7‘.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, July 2, 1854.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 11th of May last,“I trans-
mitting to your Lordship the copy of a note whichI had addressed on
the previous day to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, senhor
Limpo de Abreo, on the subject of an alleged attempt to reduce the child
of a free negress to slavery, I have the honour of inciosing a translation
of a note dated the 27th ultimo, which I have received from his Excellency

in reply, stating the various measures taken by the Minister of Justice on
the subject, and explaining the circumstances under which the child in
question had been baptized as a slave, and had remained in this country
after the departure of her mother. ’

Your Lordship will perceive that the baptism, under that form, is
explained as having been a mistake, and that the child is stated to have
remained behind by her own wish and with the consent of her mother.
However this may have been, the liberty of the child is now notorious,
and the inquiries which have been instituted cannot but be productive 'of
cod.

g I have, &C.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 125.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, June 27, 1854.
I HAVE already acknowledged the receipt of the note which on the

10th of May last was addressed to me by Mr. H. F. Howard, 8L0.
Mr. Howard, in this note, informs me that a merchant of this city,

residing in the Rua Direita, named Joaquim Luiz Scares, had a free
female African in his house, who was delivered of a daughter Whilst in his
service, and that the child when baptized was entered as a slave on the
parish register. Mr. Howard adds, that that entry having been after-
wards amended in consequence of a complaint'preferred to the police by
the mother, the latter was sent on board a steamer to the northern ports,
deprived of her child, and that the husband of the said African woman,
who had taken an active part against Snares, had been imprisoned, although
subsequently released ; and further, that criminal attempts have been
leiade by some persons of more elevated positions to reduce free negroes to
s avery. ‘

Having transmitted Mr. Howard’s note to the Minister of Justice, I
have just received from his Excellency the f'ollowing information relative
to it's contents, which is the result of a most severe and scrupulous
investigation; V ‘

The merchant Joaquim Luiz Scares had, in efl'ect, a free African
woman, named Maréellina, in his house, whose services had been allotted
to himvfor fourteen years, at the expiration of which time she claimed her
emancipation, which having been granted to her, she was furnished by the
competent judge with a passage on board the steamer “ Josephina” to
Bahia, from whence she was to be r-e-exported to the coast of Africa, as
directed by the orders of the Ministry of Justice of the 8th of March and
3rd of April of the present year. L

Previous to the effecting of the re-exportation of that female African,
together with the black man, José Manoel, to whom she had been a short
time before married, the Chief of Police was instructed by the said
Ministry of Justice to procure information relative to the reported fact that
the Creole, Luiza Leccadia, bred and educated in the house of the merchant

4‘ No. 103.
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Joaquim Luiz Scares, had been compelled by that black man, residing at

San Christovao, to go to the Gold Coast.
Leocadia, on being interrogated, said that it was her free and Sponta—

neous wish to accompany her mother to the Gold Coast, and the black

man, José, said that the reason why Joaquim Luiz Scares opposed the

departure of Leocadia was because he wanted to enslave her, as f0? that

purpose he had caused her to be baptized as a slave, as was seen 111 the

record of her baptism in the parish of the Candellarla 1n this Clty:

The Chief of Police having ordered minutes of that declaratlon to be

committed to writing, he called for a certificate of the registry of the

baptism of the black girl Leocadia, and thereby it appears that she was

in fact baptized as the slave of Scares, and registered as such in the book

of the registry of slaves; but that by order of the Count Bishop, Chief

Chaplain, of the 4th May last, that registration was transferred to the

book of free persons at the request of the said merchant Scares, against
whom the Chief of the Police did not institute criminal proceedings in

consequence of Leocadia’s parents having, whilst he was examining into

this question, stated that a complaint had. already been lodged against

Scares in the first municipal court of this capital. .

The liberty of the said Creole girl having thus been proved; and that
the first registration of her baptism, by which she was described as a
slave, could not bind her to slavery, she was given up to her parents to
follow her destiny. ‘

After the delivery of the Creole Leocadia to her mother, the Chief of

the Police learnt that she was again in the house of the said Scares, the

African Marcellina having gone to Bahia with her husband.
From the interrogatories, separately proceeded to, of Snares and the

Creole Leocadia, and from the statements made by both of them, it was

ascertained that she had returned to the house of Scares very sponta-

neously by meansof certain requests, and the influence of other persons,
begging to be readmitted there, and even with the consent of her mother
Marcellina, and of the latter’s husband.

From the allegations of Soaresit is seen that the Creole Leocadia
had been baptized as aslave by order of an old woman, his housekeeper,
and that when he became acquainted with that fact he sent to have that
registration altered, and that so far from considering her to be his slave,
he always treated her as a free person, and even had her taught to read
and write, and caused her to wear' shoes, as was witnessed by and
known to respectable persons who frequented his house. .

' From all that has above been shown, and from the statements of the
coadjutor of the parish of Candellaria, where the said Creole was baptized,
anti from the reply of the Vicar, and still further from the general good
oplnion held of the merchant Scares, I think, with the Chief of the Police,
that it should be Concluded that only through a mistake the fact could
haye occurred of the Creole Leocadia having been baptized as a slave,
which appears further to be confirmed by the fact of the complaint against
him not having-been followed up in the first municipal court. ‘

With regard to the imprisonment of the black, Jose Ma'noel, by the
Delegate of the Police, it‘appears from the official report of the latter that
the sad black was summoned to appear at the Delegate’s office, in order
tq give up a sum of money entrusted to him by a, black woman named
leerata, ahd as he did not choose to appear, and disobeyed the orders of
that'authorlty, he was sent to prison, ,and was released after due investi—
gation of the case. ‘ ‘ ’ .

1 have finally to teler. Howard that if some attempts have been
made to reduce free personsto slavery, the authorities of the ceuntry have
not neglected the performance Of their dutywhenever such facts have come
to their knowledge. , \ . .,

I thlnk that the preceding explanations will enable Mr. Howard to
entertain a more correct idea than that which he possessed relative to5the
facts alleged in his note of the 10th ofMay last.

I avail, 8L0.
(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREOL
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NO. 126.

Ma Howard to the Earl (21" Clarendon.—-(Received August 7.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, July 5,: 1854; 7

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt on the 28th ultimo
of your Lordship’s despatch of the 19th of April last, and‘ to inform
our Lordship that, in compliance with the instructiOns which it contains,
Ihave notified to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs the great
satisfaction with which Her Majesty’s Government have learned that
the Municipal Judge of Marianna has pronounced a judgment directing
that the three slaves Who belonged to the late John Craven are to be set
at liberty. ' ' '

 

I have, &C.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 127.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Ofice,lAugust 11, 1854. ,

I HAVE received your despatch of ,the 2nd of July, respecting
the proceedings which had been taken in the case of the Creole girl
Leocadia, and which have led to the recognition of her freedom by the
Brazilian authorities; and I have to inform you that I approve the
representation which you made to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign
Affairs respecting this matter.

I am, 8L0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

_ , ‘No. 128.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Olarendon’..—(Received August 13.)

My Lord, ‘ Rio de Janeiro, July 10, 1854. "
_ IN execution of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s

despatch of the 20th of May lastfi“ I have conveyed' in a note of
yesterday’s date, to the Brazilian Minister for Fereign Affairs, Senhor
Limpo de Abreo, the thanks of Her Majesty’slGovernme‘nt for the
information communicated in his Excellency’s note to me of thellth'of
April, relative to the proceedings of the Portuguese vessels' “ Guerra”
and “ Trajano,” which sailed some time ago from°0porto on a slave
trading voyage.

 

§ I have, 8w.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. .

No. 129.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 131)

My Lord, / ' Rio de Janeiro, July 12, 1854?. ,
IN reply to your Lordship’s despatch of the 20th of May last,1‘

I have the honour to make the following statement. ' , . 1 . _. ,
No‘ coolies have been imported, into‘Brazil, as supposed by Mr. Sturge,

4* No.90. ' _ , +y No.38;
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of Birmingham. A shipload of them touched here a couple of years ago,

on her way back to India from the West Indies, but on being asked

whether they were disposed to remain in‘ this country, they replied in the

negative. _ . .

A certain number of Chinese were introduced in the tune of Don

John VI of Portugal, nearly thirty years ago,‘ for the cultivation of the

tea—plant; but the speculation failed, and they dispersed. It dees not

appear that they sufi'ered ill-treatment, and those Who have remained in

the country are for the most part, well off, and established as sh0pkeepers_

A few Chinese occasionally come here singly on board merchant-vessels,

but are not dealt with in the manner described by Mr. Sturge.

With regard to the class of liberated Africans imported into this

country since the year 1831, they are undoubtedly treated in most reSpects

as slaves, and it may be assumed that a considerable number of them have

been sold, or otherwise reduced to permanent slavery, but your Lordship

Will have learnt from my correspondence that- an Imperial Decree was

issued in December last, providing that those who have served private

individualsduring fourteen years shall be emancipated. With regard to

those Who are employed in the public establishments and offices, the

Brazilian Government do not consider themselves obliged to restore them

to full liberty, though they consider they are entitled to receive wages

after the period of fourteen years. ‘

With regard to the Germans who come to this country, they arrive

as colonists: and with regard to the islanders from the Azores and Cape

Verds, after working out in about ten months their passage money, they

hire themselves out as servants, and are quite free.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 130.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received August 13.)

My Lord; Rio de Janeiro, July 14, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a précis of that part of the

proceedings of the Brazilian Chamber of Deputies yesterday, Which
related to the inquiries addressed by the Deputy Senhor Ferraz to the
Minister for Foreign Affairs, SenhorvLimpo de Abreo, and to his Excel-
lency’s reply on the subject of the negotiations with Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment for a Slave Trade Convention, and for the repeal of the British Act

of Parliament of 1845, commonly called “ Lord Aberdeen’s Act,” and of
the means employed by the Imperial Government in order to obtain from
Great Britain the compensation alleged to be due to Brazilian subjects on
account of prizes taken. ' ‘

I have, 8L0.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 130.

Pre’cis of Proceedings in the Brazilian Chamber of Deputies, 0n the 13th of
July, 1854, relative to the Slave ‘Negot'ia‘tions with England.

(Translation)
THE Deputy Senhor Angelo Ferraz having inquired of the Minister

for Foreign Affairs, first, what was the nature of the Conveiitien or
arratigement Which his Excellency had intimated, in a former debate,
was 1n course of negotiation respecting the repeal of Lord Aberdeen’s Bill
of the year 1845; and secondly, What means the Government had
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employed in order to obtain, from England, compensation due to Brazilian
subjects for prizes taken, Senhor Limpo de Abreo returned the following
answers:

“ The Imperial Government have given to that negotiation that
consideration and direction which were most suitable. My predecessor
has already, in his report, brought to the knowledge of the Chambers the
agreements which were in course of negotiation for the repeal of the Bill
of 1845. Neither in this Chamber, nor in the Senate, has any observation
been made thereon.” ' -

His Excellency then read the report, which justified his assertion,
and the necessity and legitimacy of those agreements. They proceedfrom,
the international stipulations of Great Britain with Portugal and Brazil
for the cessation of the Slave Trade. ‘ - . - v

The Minister referred to the stipulationsof the 22nd of January,
1815, of the 29th of August, 1817, and of the 23rd of November,‘1826.
He reminded the Chamber that, in virtue of those Conventions, and of 3.
Separate Article of the 11th September, 1817,- the Crowns of Great
Britain and of Portugal, and virtually that of Brazil, agreed that posterior
steps should be taken for the regular abolition of the Slave Trade; and
that, for the adoption of those measures in common, diplomatic agreements
became necessary. , . ' ‘

“There is a promise,” his Excellency said, “an obligation, arising
from the Treaty of 1817, and from the Separate Article, by virtue of
which measures must be taken in substitution of those Which were therein
established.” ‘ ' ,

After the termination of the Treaty, the British Government have
made several proposals to the Government of Brazil, who have exchanged
their ideas with them, but without coming to an agreement. But that it
becomes necessary to take measures in common, is not a matter of doubt
with his Excellency.

When England promulgated the Bill of 1845, he, the orator, being
then Minister for Foreign Affairs, had occasion to protest against that
attack upon the national sovereignty of Brazil; but he did not,‘in that-
protest, exclude the possibility of Conventions for obtaining the complete
abolition of the Slave Trade. The reason was then the same as that
Which he had just given, because it has always been his opinion that
Brazil was by'Treaty bound to enter into an agreement for the final
adjustment of this question. , '

His Excellency considers the opposition of Senhor Ferraz to arise
from the apprehension of such agreementsbeing calculated to. injure
Brazilian commerce. If the Government of Brazil had not been so zealous
in guarding the interests of commerce, those agreements would ere this
have been concluded. The same spirit will preside over such stipulations
as may be entered into. A negotiation on this subject cannot be objected
to in liming, because all efforts, compatible with the honour and commer-
cial interests of Brazil, should be made to erase that Bill from the
legislation of England. Notwithstanding its being for a length of time a
dead letter, it is nevertheless an offensive. act against the Brazilian rights‘
of sovereignty. (Cheers) Hemdoes not say that they should sacrifice the
Interests of commerce; but those concessions can be made which may be
compatible with its interests, '

With reference to the other inquiries which had, just been made, his
Excellency said that he had continued to instruct the Brazilian Minister
In London to prosecute the claims for compensation due to' Brazilian,
smbjects for prizes. Hitherto that question has not been solved. , It is his
Excellency’s opinion that when the difficulties are removed respecting the ,
Slave Trade question, between the British and Brazilian Cabinets, those
claims will be attended to. The present Ministry can do no more than
what their predecessors in offiée did, but they have notlomittedyrecom-
mending this subject to their Diplomatic Agent. , ' ‘

Senhor Ferraz, in reply to the Minister, began with the question of
the Aberdeen Bill. '

éfter (llgivers‘ remarks upon the stipulations of 1815, 1817, and 1826,
LASS .
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with regard to the Slave Trade, he protested agaihst the manner in which

England arrogated to herself the right of framing a 13111 to fill up a

deficiency in the legislation of Brazil, because, she said, the Slave Ti-ade

was continuing upon a large scale, and With the protection of the Brazilian

authorities. That the Slave Trade had ceased, not, as Lord John Russell

‘ had foreseen, owing to the roar of English cannon, nor to the dismantling

of our forts, but to the patriotic sentiments of the Whele country (hear),

and to the active cooperation of the political powers oi. the State. Now

that England herself appears to be satisfiedkls eertamly not a proper

time for negotiating for the repeal of that Bill, Whlch debases Brazil, and
ought to have been voluntarily repealed._ Neither can he agtee to the

propriety of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Who was the .origmator and

signer of that famous Protest against thatBIll, now nulhfymghis own

‘ work; and satisfying the velle’ite’ of the British Government, 111 Signing a

Convention for that purpose. It would be better that that Bill should

remain in the collection of the laws of Great Britain, and die forgotten
among‘the dust of her archives. Before entering into any negotiation, the

repeal of a Bill Which is an outrage against the dignity and honour of
Brazil should he demanded.

With regard to the prizes, the noble Minister said that he had taken

the necessary measures, but that he did not think it prudent to insist upon
those claims, because it might be the means of producing the reappearance
of the Slave Trade. The orator is of opinion that the acknowledgment

of the justice of a case never can, in any instance, encourage crime.

 

No. 131.

The Earl of Clarendon to M2 Howard.

Sir, ’ V , ' I'breign Ofice, September 5, 1854.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch* which I have
received. from Mr. Campbell, Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, respecting
the emancipated slaves in Brazil who have acquired their own freedom,
and are desirous of returning thence to the coast of Africa.

. I have to call your attention to Mr. Campbell’s remarks as to the
difficulty Which these poor-people experience in procuring passages to
Africa, and to his suggestion that Her Majesty’s Co’nsuis at the principal
ports in Brazil might possibly be able to assist these negroes by their
interposition ; and I have to desire that you will take any steps for this
object that may appear to you to be practicable.

. _ a I am, 8m. -
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 132. ,

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received September 12.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, August 10, 1854.

, NOT having received on the 17th ultimo any written answer from
the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, to my
note of the 30th ofV March last on the subject of the African John, whom
I had taken under,my“protecti0n and sent back to the Cape of Good Hope,
as reported in my despatch of the 13th of'Aprilj' I addressed to his
Excellency on that day the note ofwhich I have the honour of inclosing a
copy, reminding him ofthe fact of the no'n—reception by me of such answer,
and communicating the approval contained in your Lordship’s despatch
of the 20th of May,‘; of the course which I had taken in behalf of that
African. ' ‘ ‘ ' '

I subsequently received from Senhor Limpo de Abreo a note, dated

3‘ No. 2. V i 1* No. 87. . :1; No. 91.
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the 19th of July, transmitting to me, in reply, a certificate of freedom,
delivered on the 5th of May last by the Judge of the Orphans of this
capital in favour of the said John, as well as a copy of the deposition,
signed before the police on the 5th Of the preceding April by his pretended
owner, Senhor da Costa, stating the circumstances under which he professes
to have bought him, but desisting from all further claim to him. Of these
papers I likewise beg to inclose translations.

As there appeared to me strong grounds for assuming, even from
Senhor da Costa’s own story, and notwithstanding his denials, that he had
reduced John to slavery knowing him to be a free man, and as the Brazi—
lian authorities seemed to have confined themselves to taking down his
deposition, without adopting any further measures to elucidate the matter
and to promote the ends of justice, I addressed to Senhor Limpo de Abreo,
on the 25th ultimo, the note of which the accompanying is acopy, pointingout these circumstances, and urging the institution of further proceedings,
with a view to ascertaining how far Sénhor da Costa may not have
rendered himself amenable to the laws; and I received from his Excellency
the preliminary answer of the 27th of the same month, annexed heretoin translation, stating his having referred the subject of that note to the
Minister of Justice. ‘

, I have been induced not to allow this case to rest in the manner inwhich Senhor Limpo de Abreo had disposedvof it, from the feeling of theexpediency of keeping up the Brazilian authorities to their duty, and ofnot permitting those individuals who have been guilty of the crime ofreducing free men to slavery to remain altogether unmolested, even if Ishould not be able to effect their punishment. .
When I shall receive the answer I am expecting from the Governorof the Cape of Good Hope to the letter which I addressed to him on the18th of April by Her Majesty’s ship “Juno,” on the subject of John, Ishall be enabled to form a fuller judgment of the case. i ,

. I have, 8L0. » ,v
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

Inclosure 1 in No. 132.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo d8 Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 17, 1854.
ON the 20th of March last I had the honour of addressing a noteto your Excellency, detailing the circumstances under which I had’taken an African named John, or Joaquim, emancipated at the Cape ofGood Hope, under my protection, and urging the Imperial Government totake the necessary steps for punishing the individual, Senhor Luiz daCosta, of this capital, who had illegally reduced him to slavery.At an interview Which I had, some weeks subsequently, With you,your Excellency was so good as to inform me that Senhor da Costaahandoned all claim toJohn, and that it appeared he had acted in goodfaith, but your Excellency was then unable to give me any details oh thesubject. On my part, I stated to your Excellency that it had likewisecome to my knowledge that Senhor da Costa had renounced his claim toJohn, and that having, since the date of my note of the '20th of Marchlast, learnt further facts corroborative of his right to full liberty, I hadtaken an opportunity of sending him back .to the Cape of Good Hope inHer Majesty’s ship “ Juno.” I likewise made seine other remarks relativeto the advisableness of prosecuting the matter further, and to the import-ance, With a view to the suppression of Slave Trade attempted to be carriedon 1n the interior of the Empire, of punishing those individuals who shouldbe convicted of illegally reducing free men to slavery. ' ,I have now the honour of informing your Excellency that I havelately received a despatch from the Earl of Clarendon, Her Majesty’sPrlncipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to Whom I had reportedthe measures I had adopted, acquainting me that his Lordship entirelyapproves of the course which I took in respect to the said African John,
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and, as I have not yet had the pleasure of receiving any definite or Written
reply from your Excellency, I should feel obliged by your commumcatin

to me the result of the measures which you informed me had been taken
by the Imperial Government in order to elucidate the matter. . .

I may add, that it appears to me quite imposs1ble,‘ cons1dermg that
John spoke English perfectly, and that he made no sectet of his having
come from the Cape of Good Hope, that Senhor da Costa. should not have
verified the fact, and have been fully aware that he was, by the laws of
Brazil, a free man.

I avail, 8L0.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 132.

Senhor Limpo dc Abreo to Mr. Howard.

(Translation.) tio de Janeirp, July 19, 1854.

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the notes which, under the dates
of the 20th of March and 17th instant, were addressed to me by

Mr. Henry F. Howard, &c., relative to the black named John, alias
Joaquim, Who sought the protection of the British Legation, saying that
he was a free man, by reason of having been brought from the Cape of
Good Hope, where his freedom had been declared, and Where he had
resided for some time.

In answer, I have the honour to acquaint Mr. Howard, that having
applied to the Minister of Justice for the necessary information on this
subject, his Excellency has transmitted to me the inclqsed certificate of
freedom granted by the Judge of the Orphans in cqnsequence of the
declaration made before the Chief of the Police, whereof a copy is also
inclosed, signed by Antonio Luiz da Costa, Who desisted from the right
which he supposed that he had Over the said black, from having bought
him in 1836 from Antonio Augusto de Oliveira Botelho, since he discovered
that the negro Joaquim had been declared a free man at the Cape of Good
Hope.

Judging that I reply in a satisfactory manner to the subject of the
above-mentioned notes, I avail, 8w. - '

(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPQ DE ABREO.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 132.

Certificate of Freedom.
(Translation.)

1, THE Doctor José Joaquim de Sequeira, Chamberlain of His
Majesty the Emperor, Judge of the Orphans in this city of Rio de
Janeiro ; i '

Do make known to all the authorities, and to all other persons to
Whom the knowledge of these presents shall come, ' that; by virtue of the
instruction of the Minister of Justice 0f the 30th of last April, and of the
the sentence of this Court of the 9th instant, the African named Joaquim,
of the Benguella nation, is hereby considered free, and in the full enjoy-
ment of his freedom by the act of desistance of Antonio Luiz da Costa
from all the right, action, and possessionwhich he had over the said
African, having recognized that he had been freed at the Cape of Good
Hope, as is declared in the respective record of desistance annexed to the
process, and in order that his freedom may become evident, I have caused ,
the present to be granted to him, which Will serve him as a title of his
right to freedom.

Rio de Janeiro, May 9, 1854.

And LJOfio Maria da Luz, Clerk, have written this.
(Signed) DR. JOSE JOAQUIM DE SEQUEIRA.
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Enclosure 4 in No. 132.

Deposition.

(Translation.)

ON the 5th day of April of the year 1854, and by virtue of an order
of Don José Mattoso de Andrade Camara, Chief of Police ad interim,
came and appeared before him the apothecary, Antonio Luiz da Costa,
residing in the Rua Nova de San Francisco da Prainha since 1845, who
being asked by the said Chief of Police to tell what he knew regarding
a negro named Joaquim, 0f the Benguella nation, who he said is his slave,
the said Costa answered that question by making the following declaration:

That having purchased this slave in the year 1836 or 1837from his gossip
(“ compadre”), named Antonio Augusto de Oliveira Botelho, he fled from him
soon after the purchase, and that about two years ago he appeared to him,
having been brought by a city policeman, to whom he, the deponent, gave
a gratification of sixty milreis, the said negro having at that time acknow-
ledged the deponent as his legitimate master, and then related to him that
when he fled he went on board a vessel to England, and returned on board
another to this port, where he had been arrested by city policemen whilst
asleep in the hull of a vessel aground on the beach of the Sande, a place
which he had selected to shelter himself at night since his arrival in this port.
That since his flight he served him for nearly two years, always acknow-
ledging him, the deponent, as his legitimate master, but having sub-
sequently taken to drinking, he, the deponent, resolved to sell him on that
account, and for that purpose sent him to Arrosal duly cleared; but he
having continued to inebriate himself there, and denying the qualities he
possessed to those persons who presented themselves as purchasers, because
he did not choose to be sold to anyone residing out of this city, the sale
could not be effected, and he consequently was sent back to him, the depo-
nent, with whom he remained about fifteen days, and then disappeared, when
it became known to the deponent that his said slave called himself a free
man, in consequence of having been in England since his first flight, and
having sailed in English vessels ; but that he, the deponent, in full good
faith, considered him to be his slave, and was entirely ignorant of his
having, whilst in England, obtained during his flight a right to Consider
himself free; that if it was true that he had acquired a claim to liberty,
he, the deponent, would not hesitate in desisting from all right and
dominion over the said slave, and that the authority might at once take
charge of him, wherever he might be, and give him such destination as
should be considered most proper, upon the authorities furnishing the
deponent with a document by which he could procure the annulment, at
the Receiver’s Ofiice of the Municipality, of the registration of the said
negro as his slave, as appears from the certificate which he presents;
that he had no document to exhibit of the purchase, the deponent having
bought the negro from one of his gossips, as he had before stated, who,
being his friend, he did not at the time of the purchase require from him the
competent document, it being then understood that his “ compadre” would
furnish this title-deed When he should be more at leisure, or when he, the
deponent, should want it, but that there not having been any necessity for
it the matter was forgotten; that his said gossip is at present in New
York, and that he has written to him for the said title-deed, as the
occasion has arrived for its being required, and that he, the deponent,
binds himself to present it. as soon as it is received, or within a reasonable
period. And further the deponent said nothing, Wherefore the said Chief
of Police has signed this declaratidn with the deponent.

I, Fermino JOsé da Silva Veiga, amanuensis 0f the police office; of
this city, have written it;

(Signed) ‘ CAMARA. "
' ANTONIO LUIZ DE COSTA._
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Inclosure 5 in No. 132.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de AIN‘EO.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 25, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s

' note of the 19th instant, in reply to my two notes of the 20th of March

and 17th of this month, on the subject of the free African John, who

sought and obtained my protection.
In my first—mentioned note I requested that steps might be taken for

establishing John’s liberty, and for punishing, if there should be ground

for so doing, the individual Who had iilegaiiy kept him in slavery.

The first part of this request has now been satisfactorily disposed of

by the transmission to me, for which I beg to return your Excellency my

best thanks, of the certificate, declaratory of John’s liberty, issued on the

5th of May by the Judge of Orphans of this capital. '
With regard to thesecond part of that request, it appears to me that

the Imperial authorities have hitherto confined themselves to taking down

the depositions of the pretended proprietor of John and the incriminated

party, Senhor Antonio Luiz da Costa, Without adopting any further

measures towards elucidating the matter, and promoting the ends of

'ustice.
J According to Senhor da Costa’s own deposition of the 5th of April
last, a copy of which has been inclosed to me by your Excellency, he

admits having been informed by John that the latter had been resident

on the British soil; consequently he must have known that John, on his

return to Brazil, was free according to the laws of the Empire: but

notwithstanding the knowledge of that fact, he subsequently, having
reduced John to slavery, offered him for sale.

Senhor da Costa’s further statement that he was ignorant that John
had obtained a British instrument by which. he might consider himself
free, does not appear to me to afford a sufiicient excuse for his conduct,

for it must have been known to him that the Circumstance alone of John
having touched the British soil, made him a free man.

It likewise seemsr to me that it would be desirable to take the
deposition of Captain Barreto, of Arrozal, to whom John was offered for
sale, but who, as John believes, was induced not to purchase him because
John declared to him that he was a free man.

Under these circumstances I beg to submit to your Excellency the“
propriety of adopting further measures and proceedings with a view to
ascertaining how far Senhor da Costa may not have rendered himself
amenable to the laws for having reduced a‘free man to slavery. I

' I avail, 810.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 6 in NoIl32.

Senhor Limpo ble Abreo to Mr. Howard.

(Translation.) Rio de Janeiro, July 27, 1854.
. IV‘ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the note which under date of
the 25th instant was addressed to me by Mr. Henry F.‘ Howard, .&.c.,
m which, referring y to the statements subscribed to by Antonio Luiz
da _Costa before the Chief of the Police of the capital, desisting from all
clalms of right over the African John, who was declared at the Cape of
Good Hope to be free, he says that the authorities of the Empire confihed
themselves only to that statement, and did not endeavour to find out to
What extent the said Costa had committed himself by the fact of having
reduced to slavery the negro John, who was a free man, from the simple
fact of having trod on British ground, a condition of Which the said Costa
could not have been ignorant.
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Having addressed myself upon this subject to the Minister of Justiccg
I expect that his Excellency Will enable me to reply thereon to Mr. Howard,
to whom I renew, &Lc.

(Signed) V ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.

 

No. 133.

Mr. Howard to the E(wl of Olarendon.——(Received September 12.)

My Lord, ‘ Rio de Janeiro, August 10, 1854.

IN the middle of last month a liberated African, of the name of
Hilario, waited upon me, and presented to me a petition, in which he
stated that he was one of those Africans Who had been hired out to private
individuals; that he obtained his certificate of emancipation in virtue of
the Imperial Decree of the 28th of December of last year, on the 22nd of
March last; that since that period he had been placed and had remained
in the House of Correction, Where he had to work for the Government
without receiving any Wages, whereas he could gain a good livelihood
were he free by following his profession of a mason. I-Ie accordingly
prayed me to interfere With the Imperial Government in order to obtain
his full liberty, as well as that of all the emancipated Africans similarly
circumstanced, and now in the House of Correction, and who, as he stated
in answer to my inquiries, were upwards of 100 in number.

Ithought it right to explain to Hilario that I did not exercise any
authority in this country. I therefore recommended him and the other
emancipated Africans in question to submit their cases individually in,
petitions to the Brazilian Minister of Justice for his favourable considera-
tion, and I promised on my part t0 render my assistance by communicating
with the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject.

I accordingly addressed on the same day, the 17th of July, t0 Senhor
Limpo de Abreo, the note, in that sense, of Which I have the honour of
inclosing' a copy, and I received from his Excellency the preliminary
answer, dated the 19th of the same month, of Which the annexed is a
translation, stating that he had applied to the Minister of Justice, in
order to enable him to reply to me. ‘

I beg to add that I wili not fail to keep my attention directed to this
affair.

' I have, 8L0. .
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 133.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 17, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that the case of an

emancipated African Hilario (Congo), N0. 7'7, 0f the cargo of the schooner
“Cesar,” has been brought under my notice, With the request that I
would intercede With the Imperial Government in order that he and others
similarly situated may be restored to full liberty,

This African obtained his certificate of emancipation 011 the 22nd of
March of this year, in virtue of the Imperial Decree of the 28th of. Decem—
ber, 1853, and has since been detained in the House of Correction in
this capital, Witheut receiving, it is said, any wages for his work ; whereas
it is contended that he could gain a good livelihood by exercising, if free,
his profession of mason. -

In reply to the request thus addressed to me, I have recommended
that Hilario should himself submit his case to the Imperialh’Iinieter of
Justice, for his Excellency’s favourable consideration; and in making this
communication to your Excellency, I feel convinced that the Imperial
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Government will be disposed to accede to his or similar applications,

whenever they can prudently do so, in erder that the emanc1pation 0f the

Africans in question may become a reahtya
I avail, &Lc.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD. '

 

Inclosure 2 in N0. 133.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo to MT. Howard.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, July 19, 1854.

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the note Which Mr. Henry

F. Howard, &c., addressed to me, under date of the 17th Instantz in which

he mentions having been informed that an African named Hilarlo, Congo,

belonging to the crew of the schooner “Cesar,” was detained 1n the

House of Correction, in spite of his having obtained on the 22nd of March

of this year, his certificate of emancipation, and requests that he may be

restored to full liberty, as well as all others who may be in the same

circumstances ; and in reply I have the honour to inform hlIIl that I have

applied to the Minister of Justice for the necessary intelligence, to enable

me to answer the note of Mr. Howard, to whom, 011 this occasmn, I

reiterate, 8w.
(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE VABREO.

 

' No. 134.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clare-ndon.—-(Received September 12.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, August 10, 1854.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 15th of May last, I have

the honour of inclosing translations accordingly, of a further corre-

spondence which has been exchanged between the Brazilian Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, and myself, on the subject of the
emancipation of the free Africans. ,

Your Lordship will perceive that Senhor Limpo de, Abreo argues

in his note of the 15th ultimo, in reply to mine of the 15th of May (a
copy of which was inclosed in my above-mentioned despatch of the 15th
of May), that the free Africans employed in the public establishments,

although they are not to be released from that service until they are
reexported, receiving in the meantime wages after fourteen years’ service,

cannot be considered as slaves any more than the colonist, the orphan,

the soldier, and the sailor, who serve for pay. .
In a note of the 17th of July, I confined myself in the first instance

to acknowledge the receipt of his note of the‘15th, a copy of which I men-
tioned that I would transmit to your Lordship, and to acquainting his
Excellency with the approval contained in your despatch of the 27th of
April last,* of my note to him of the 3rd of March.

But Senhor de Abreo having afforded me another opportunity of
replying to him, by acknowledging on his part the receipt of my note of the
17th July, in a note ofthe 18th of July, in which he says that the Imperial
Government continued to think the Decree of the 28th of December of last
year sufficient for the present, but that they will not hesitate to make in it
such alteratlons as experience may recommend, I addressed, on the
25th of: July, to his Excellency a further note, stating my persuasion of
the satisfaction with which Her Majesty’s Government would learn the
assurance given by him in respect to such contingent alterations, but at
the same time my opinion that the latter were already called for, and con-
testing, with reference to his previous note of the 15th July, the analogy
Wthh he had sought to draw between the condition of the» free Africans

"'5 No. 80.
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in the public service, and that of the colonist, the orphan, the soldier,

and the sailor.
I further pointed out to his Excellency, that according to the

information which I had collected, it is only in some of the public
establishments that the free Africans in question receive a small daily

allowance, Whereas in others no pecuniary payments are made to them.
In a note of the 28th of July, Senhor de Abreo informed me that he

had addressed himself, on the subject of my note of the 25th, to the

Minister of Justice, and would reserve his reply to me until he should have
heard from the latter.

Having yesterday received your Lordship’s despatch of the 4th ultimo,
directing me to inform Senhor de Abreo that Her Majesty’s Government
approve the observations contained in my note of the 15th of May last,
respecting the condition of the liberated Africans, and that they take the
strongest interest in the fate of this class of individuals, and feel bound

to secure for them all the protection and privileges to which they are
entitled, I embodied these instructions in a note of this day’s date, to his
Excellency.

I trust that the gradual pressure exercised by these repeated commu-
nications to the Brazilian Government may not be Without some beneficial
result, at least, for the unfortunate Africans in question.

I have, 810.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

Inclosure 1 in No. 134.

Senhor Dimpo de Abreo _to Mr. Howard.

(Translation.) Rio de Janeiro, July 15, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note Which,
under date of the 15th of May last, was addressed to me by Mr. Henry
F. Howard, &c., in which, referring to my note of the 8th of said month,
in reply to Mr. Howard’s of the 3rd of March upon the question of the
emancipation of the freed Africans, he says, that he cannot but note the
observation made by me in my said note of the 8th of March, that the
freed Africans employed in the public departments and establishments are
not comprehended in the Decree of the 28th of December, 1853, with regard
to the exemption from service, to Which they are bound, even after the
fourteen years, until the effectng of their reexportation ; but that they
are to earn wages after that period, which will be awarded to them.

Mr. Howard, in contesting that observation, advances inadmissible
propositions.

He assumes that the Africans employed in the public departments are
not free, or do not enjoy their liberty ; this assumption is incorrect, unless
he considers as slaves the colonist, the soldier, the orphan, who serve for
pay, the sailor, &c. '

To these observations of Mr. Howard, I Will answer that this excep-
tion is founded upon the danger or inconvenience Which would result to
public order from letting loose upon the population, where so many slaves
still exist, a great number of Africans employed in the public depart-
ments. It is proper to add that in many cases those unhappy beings, the
greater part of them without the necessary experience, would perhaps
incurthe contingency of being reduced to slavery by fraud and seduction,
and that this state of subjection is to last in the public departments until
their reexportation is effected.

The arguments grounded upon the Convention of the 28th of July,
1817, are inapplicable to the case, because there are very few Africans in
the employ of the public departments, who were thereby emancipated, and
1n order to admit of the application of those arguments, it would be
necessary to assume that the said Africans Who are employed in the
public departments are deprived of the right to their liberty.

. Certainly it cannot be denied that the Imperial Government have a
rlghtcto subject those Africans to a residence, to a regimen, and to requited .

LASS B. . -
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service, when their full liberty is incompatible with public order, when,

besides, that subjection is provisional, and even enforced for the benefit of

the said Africans. . _

Upon these grounds I think that I reply 1n a satisfactory manner to

Mr. Howard’s said note, and reiterate, 8w.

(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO,

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 134.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiv‘o, July 17, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that I received,

during the course of the past month, a despatch from the Earl of Clarendon,

Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, informing

me that Her Majesty’s Government entirely approve of the note which 1

addressed to your Excellency on the 3rd of March last, on the subject of

the emancipation of the liberated Africans, in reply to yours of the 3rd of

the preceding month.
I have at the same time the honour to acknowledge the receipt of

your Excellency’s note of the 15th instant, on the same subject, a copy of

which I will not fail to transmit to my Government by the first Oppor-

tunity.
I avail, 8L0.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 134.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo to Mr. Howard.

(Translation.) Rio de Janeiro, July 18, 1854.

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the note Which 'Mr. H. F.

Howard, &c., addressed to me under yesterday’s date, informing me

that he had received a. despatch from his Government approving of

Mr. Howard’s note of the 3rd of last March, on the subject of the

emancipation of the free Africans, in reply to that of the 3rd of February

from this Ministry.
Mr. Howard informs me at the same time that he is in possession of

my last note on the same subject, dated the 15th instant, and that he Will

not fail to transmit by the first opportunity a copy of it to the Government

of Her Britannic Majesty.
Knowing the view which Her Britannic Majesty’s Government takes

of this discussion in question, it is right that I should inform Mr. Howard

that the Government of His Majesty the Emperor continues to think that

the terms of the Decree of the 28th of December of last year, provide, as

much as is possible in the present circumstances, for the emancipation of

the Africans who have been declared free, and in the meantime it will not

hesitate to make such modifications in the said Decree as experience shall

recommend, with a view to the benefit of those Africans, as soon as this

can be done without inconvenience. ,

I avail, 8Lc. »

(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.
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Inclosure 4 in No. 134.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 25, 1854. »
I HAVE had, the honour of, receiving the note of the 18th instant,

addressed to me by your Excellency, in reply to mine of the preceding
day’s date. v

I am persuaded that Her Majesty’s Government will learn with
satisfaction the assurance therein contained, that the Imperial Govern-
ment will not hesitate to make such alterations in the Imperial Decree of
the 28th of December of last year, concerning the free Africans in the
service of private individuals, as experience shall recommend, with aview
to; the benefit of those Africans, as soon as this can be done without
inconvenience. ,

At the same time, with regard to your Exeeiieiicy’s statement that
the Imperial Government continue to think that the terms of that Decree
provide, as much as is possible under present circumstances, for the
emancipation of the Africans to whom it relates, I beg leave to observe
that according to the information which I have quite recently received, there
are a great many free Africans Who, partly from the impediments thrown
in their way by their actual masters, and partly in consequence of the
difficulties which are offered by the formalities of petitioning required by
the Decree, are unable to achieve their emancipation, and that I am there-
fore still further confirmed in the opinion which I have taken the liberty
of expressing in my previous notes, that an early modification of that
Decree would be desirable. r

But Whilst I repeat that I am convinced that Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment Will receive with pleasure the above-mentioned assurance in your
Excellency’s note of the 18th instant, on the subject of the Imperial
Decree of the 28th of December last, I do not think that they will' be
disposed to recognise the analogy which your Excellency seeks to draw in
your note of the 15th instant, and upon which you, in great part, found
your arguments as opposed to those contained in mine of the 15th of
May, between the condition of the free Africans employed in the public
departments and establishments, and that of the colonist, the orphan, the
soldier, and the sailor, who serve for pay.

The condition of the former appears to me, on the contrary, to be
quite dissimilar.

W'hatever contracts may be entered into by the colonist are in virtue
of his own free will, and are generally, I believe, for a limited period, and,
although on quitting his native country he may originally have determined
not to return to it for good, it not unfrequently happens that he does so.
The period when the orphan attains his majority is definite and legally
fixed. The soldier and the sailor either enlist or are enrolled, according
to the legislation of the country to which they may belong, for a limited
number of years, at the expiration of which they are at perfect liberty.

But what is the condition of an African in the position of one of those
employed in the Imperial public departments ? 7

He has been torn from his own country years ago, and transported
to a distant and foreign land. There, having been declared free, he remains
to all intents and purposes a slave, his emancipation being indefinitely
adjourned, and made dependent upon his reexportation. ’It may fairly,
however, be questioned whether that reexportation will ever take place,
when it is considered that nearly twenty-three years have elapsed since,
in the Brazilian Law of the 7th of November, 183], the intention of
reexporting the Africans illegally introduced into the Empire was
announced; that during that long interval nothing has been done to
earry that intention into etfect,"but that, on the contrary, your Excellency
informed me, in your note of the 3rd of February last, that invincible
difficulties had hitherto prevented its realization. Under these circum-
stances I consider that I am fuliyjustified in my assertion that the free
Africans in question, among whom your Excellency admits there are
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some, although few, emancipated by the Mixed Commission established

under the Convention of the 28th of July, 1817, are not in a condition

analogous to that of the class of persons referred to by your Excellency in

your note of the 15th instant. . . .

With regard to the statement contained In your Excellency’s note of the

8th of May last, and alluded to in your note of the 15th instant, that the

same Africans were to receive, after fourteen years’ service, a salary to be

awarded to them, I beg to observe that, if I am correctly informed, they

receive indiscriminately in some of the public establishments, besides

clothes and food, a small allowance of 80 reis per diem, whilst, in other

such establishments, no pecuniary payments are made to them. It thus

appears that the measure announced by your Excellency has not yet been

carried out. .

In thus offering these remarks, in reply to your Excellency, I beg to

add, that I am by no means insensible t0 the considerations of public

order which may render precautionary measures advisable in respect to

the manumission of so large a body as that of the liberated Africans in

the public service, if their reexportation is not to be effected ; but it may

be supposed that, as they have been for so great a length of time under

the immediate control of the Imperial authorities, their training and

education, in order to prepare them for full liberty, would have been duly

attended to.
I avail, 8L0.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 134.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo to Mr. Howard.

(Translation.) Rio de Janeiro, July 28, 1854.

I . ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the note which Mr. Henry

F. Howard, &Lc., addressed to me on the 25th instant, in Which he still

makes some observations upon the necessity of modifying the Decree of

the 28th of December last, in order to ensure the complete emancipation

of those Africans who are employed by private individuals, and the condi-

tion of those who serve in the public establishments. '

Having addressed myself to the Minister of Justice respecting the

subject of this note, I reserve, until I shall have heard from his Excellency,

an opportune reply thereto to Mr. Howard, to whom I renew, &Lc.

(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.

 

Inclosure 6 in No. 134.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, August 10, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that, having trans-

mitted to the Earl of Clarendon, Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary for

Foreign Affairs, copies of your Excellency’s note to me of the 8th of May

last on the question of the emancipation of the free Africans, and of my

note in reply of the 15th of the said month, I have received a despatch

from his Lordship instructing me to acquaint your Excellency that Her

Majesty’s Government entirely approve the observations contained in my

note in question respecting the condition of the‘free Africans; and that

Her Majesty’s Government take the strongest interest in the fate of this
unfortunate class of persons, and feel bound to secure for them all the
protection and privileges to Which they are entitled.

‘ . 1 avail, &C.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
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No. 135.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 12.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, August 10, 1854.

IN execution of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s

despatch of the 13th of June last, I this day conveyed in a, note to the

Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, the thanks

of Her Majesty’s Government for the measures taken by the Brazilian

Government, in order to intercept a schooner which was expected to ‘

arrive in the neighbourhood of Tramandahy from the coast of Africa, with

a cargo of slaves. .

 

I'have, &c. ,
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 136.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 12.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, August 10, 1854.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 6th of July

last, I have the honour to inform your Lordship thatvI have this day

expressed in a note to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor

Limpo de Abreo, the satisfaction with Which Her Majesty’s Government

have learnt the zeal and vigilance displayed by the Brazilian Consul-

General at Hamburgh, in preventing the employment for the Slave Trade

of the Brazilian vessel called the “ Don Pedro Segundo,” which arrived at

Bremen in April last, for the purpose 'of being fitted out as a slaver.

I may remark that the vessel in question is notorious in the annals of

Brazilian slave-trading.

 

I have, &C.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

N0. 137.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendons—(Received September 12.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, August 10, 1854.

AMONGST the observations in the Chevalier de Macedo’s note of

the 27th of June last to your Lordship, on the subject of Viscount

Palmerston’s speech in the House of Commons en the question of the

repeal of the Act of Parliament of 1845, a copy of which note, and of

your Lordship’s reply of the 6th Of July, your Lordship 'has been so

good as to forward to me in your despatch of the 8th of the same

month, I remark that he takes credit to the Brazilian Government for

modifying their customs’ tariff in a manner favourable to the consumption

of English goods, and for granting the demands of Her Majesty’s

government relative to‘thev property of Englishmen dying intestate in

razil.
Upon the first point, I beg leave to remark, that from the information

Which has been furnished to ‘me by English merchants here, it appears

that since the expiration of our Commercial Treaty With Brazil of 1827,

When British goods became liable to a duty double that to Which they

were subjected under the Treaty, 110 essential modification of the Brazilian

tariff profitable to British merchandise has taken place; '

With regard to the second point, if the Chevalier de Macedo means
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to imply, as appears from his note, that the Brazilian Governmenthave

yielded to the requests of Her Majesty’s Government on the question of

inheritances, he is in strange ignorance of the real state of the case; and

either cannot have received, or must have overlooked, the report presented

to the Legislature on the 15th of May last, by the Minister for Foreign

Affairs of his own country, in which Senhor Limpo de Abreo refers to the

still unsatisfied demands of Her Majesty’s Government on the subject,

and publishes some of the correspondence of Her Majesty’s Legation here

with the Brazilian Foreign Department. If the Chevalier de Macedo

could be the means of settling this question as satisfactorily as he seems

to think it has already been arranged, he would confer a great benefit

upon Her Majesty‘s subjects residing in .this country, as well as upen Her

Majesty’s servants who, for the last nine years, have been labouring m

vain to induce the Brazilian Government to accede to the reasonable

wishes of Her Majesty’s subjects.
Your Lordship having completely refuted, in your reply, the

arguments by which M. de Macedo has sought to disprove Viscount

Palmerston’s observations, attributing the cessation of the Slave Trade

in Brazil to the Operation of the Act of 1845, and to its more stringent

enforcement in 1850 and 1851, I will only take the liberty of remarking

that his Lordship’s opinions, as confirmed by the expression of your

Lordship’s own views, are those of all the many foreign residents in this

country with whom I have conversed on the subject, and that their

accuracy is admitted by all the impartial. Brazilians I have met. More-

over, I am confident that the greatest part of those Brazilians who think

it patriotic publicly to deny their justice, are internally convinced of it.

 

I have, 8L0.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 138.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received September 12.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, August 12, 1854.

AS bearing upon the subject of your Lordship’s despatch of the
28th of February last, and of my despatches 0f the 10th and 12th of
Aprilf" I have the honour to inclose the translation of a motion made
yesterday in the Chamber of Deputies by Senhnr \Vanderley, President of
the Province of Bahia, and ordered to be taken into consideration,
proposing a project of law prohibiting the conveyance of slaves from one
province of the Empire to the other, with the exception of those travelling
With their masters.

l have, $20.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 138.

Extract from the “Jamal do Com‘nercio” of Rio de Janeiro, of August 11, 1854.

(Translation.)

_ THE Chamber of Deputies, in the first part of this morning’s order
01 the day, judged various projects worthy of consideration, and amongst
them the following:

“ The General Legislative Assembly resolves—

“ Article_1. The dealing in and conveyance of slaves from any one to
another Provmce of the Empire is prohibited, under the penalties of the
Law No. 58}. of the 4th of September, 1850. Those slaves are excepted

9“ Nos. 82'and 84.
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who travel in company with their respective owners, not exceeding th
number mentioned in the Government regulations.

“ Art. 2. A11 provisions to the contrary are hereby revoked.
“ Palace of the Chamber of Deputies, August 11, 1854.

(Signed) “ J. M. WANDERLEY.”

 

No. 139.

Mr. Houmrcl to the Earl of Olarendon.—(Reaeived September 12.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, August 12., 1854'.

I HAVE the satisfaction of inelosing herewith translation of a project

of law proposed yesterday in the Chamber of Deputies by Senhor Wan-

derley, the President of the Province of Bahia, and ordered to be taken

into consideration, providing that the owners of slaves who shall grant
freedom to such of them as may not be able to maintain themselves in

consequence of old age or disease, shall not be exempted from the obliga-
tion of supporting them, and that slaves who beg for aims, With the
consent of their masters, shall, ipso facto, be considered as free. ,

The benevolent object of this motion on the part of Senhor Wanderley,
in his quality of Deputy, is to remedy the abuses Which, I am sorry to learn,

are not unfrequent, of masters freeing their slaves When their services

are no longer of any value, and thus turning them adrift destitute, as

well as of masters sending out their slaves to beg for the profit of such

masters.
,

I have, 8w.
(Signed) HENRY F; HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 139.

Extract from the “ Jamal do Commercio” of Rio de Janeiro, of August 11, 1854. ,

(Translation.)
THE Chamber of Deputies in the first part of this morning’s order ofthe

day, judged various projects worthy of consideration, and amongst them

the following : .

“ The General Legislative Assembly resolves—

“ Article 1. Freedom granted to those slaves Who may not be ablewto

maintain themselves with the produce of their labour, in consequence of

old age, and prolonged or. incurable disease, does not exempt their owners

from the obligation of supporting them, unless they are absolutely without

the pecuniary means for doing so. "
“ Art. 2. Those slaves who beg with the consent of their owners, will,

from that fact, be considered free, although they may not be similarly

circumstanced as those mentioned in the foregoing Article.
“ Art. 3. The Judges of Orphans are to compel those owners of whom

the first Article treats, to maintain the manumitted slaves, or to grant

them an alimentary pension, if they should be placed in charitable esta:
blishments; and are to grant certificates of freedom to those slaves of

Whom the second Article treats. v
“ Art. 4. All other provisions to the contrary are hereby repealed.

“ Palace of the Chamber of Deputies, August 11, 1854.” i '

(Signed) “J. M. WANDERLEY.” '
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No. 140.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 12.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, August 12, 1854.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 11th of May,* inclos-

ing a copy of my note of the 5th of. that month to the Brazflian

Minister for Foreign Affairs, respecting an advertisement 0H'er_mg for sale

a young African negress, who from her age ought to be entltled to her

liberty, and of which note your Lordship has done me the honour to

express your approbation in your despatch of the Lst ultimo, I have

the honour to inclose copies of two further notes, dated the 17th

and 18th ultimo, which I addressed to Senhor Limpo de Abreo, calling

his, attention to two other advertisements of the sale of Africans, who

likewise, from the ages attributed to them, must have been imported

into Brazil in contravention of the Treaty of 1826 between GreatBritain

and Brazil, and of the Brazilian Law of 1831, and urging the Imperial

Government to take effective measures to put an end tothis Traffic.

I likewise beg to inclose translations of three notes which I have

received from Senhor de Abreo, dated the 18th, 28th, and 29th ultimo, and

of their in’closures; the first in reply to mine, dated the 5th of May,

respecting the young negress; the second, in reply to mine of the 17th

of July ; and the third informing me that he has referred my note of the

18th of that month to the Minister of Justice.

Your Lordship will perceive from these notes, that‘ both the young

negress and the Africans mentioned in my note of the 17th ultimo, are

represented to have been above the age attributed to them, having been

stated to be younger in order to improve their sale, and consequently not

necessarily imported since the Law of 1831.

'There is an observation in my above note to the effect that I had

called the attention of the Portuguese Charge d’Affaires, the Chevalier

d’Oliveira, to some suspicious cases of the sales of Africans of the age of

24 and 25, by order of the Portuguese Consul-General.

It is necessary that I should state that the Chevalier d’Oliveira, who

is a professed enemy to the Slave Trade, after having made the necessary

inquiries, informed me that the sales in question had taken place in liqui-

dation of a Portuguese inheritance, and in c00peration with the Brazilian

authorities, and that as the Africans in question were beyond the age

which would have rendered their importation since 1831 a certainty, no

objection could be offered, but that I might rest assured the Portuguese

Consul-General would never participate in any sale of Africans introduced

into Brazil subsequently to that period.

I have been induced to take up these cases with the Brazilian Govern-

ment, not from any exaggerated hope 0f really putting an end to similar

illegal sales, but from the wish to deprive the slave-traders of that encou-

ragement which so public and patent a Violation of the law could not

have failed to afford to them. '
I have, &C. ‘

(Signed) HENRY F. HOW'ARD.

 

Inciosure 1 in No. 140.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 17, 1854:.

IN my note of the 5th of May last, to which I have not yet had the

pleasure of receiving a definitive reply from your Excellency, I had the

honour of calling your attention to the public advertisement for sale in

this capital of a negress, an African, of from 18 to 20 years of age, who

must necessarily have been imported into the Empire since the publication

‘* No. 102.
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of the Law of the 7th of November, 1831, and who is consequently
entitled to her liberty.

I now beg to inclose to your Excellency the “Jornal do Commercio ”
of the 15th instant, in which you will observe another advertisement of a
sale by the auctioneer J. Bonis, of certain slaves, the property of ‘Senhor
José Thomas Lopes, amongst whom are mentioned, Antonio (Cabinda),
23 years of age, Manoel (Benguella), 22 years of age, Antonio (Cabinda),
24 years of age.

From this statement of the ages of the Africans thus offered for sale
it follows that it is clear that the one of 22 years of age must have been
imported since'1831, that it is next to certain that the one of 23 years of
age likewise was so, and that there is every reason to suppose that the
one of 24 years of age was also a fresh importation subsequently to that
period. As the sale was to take place on-the same day, the 15th instant,
I took immediate means of bringing this advertisement to the knowledge
of the Chief of Police and of the Minister of Justice, and I am convinced
that his Excellency will have ordered the necessary investigations and
measures, amongst which the deposit of the Africans in question until the
affair is elucidated, and the prosecution of the guilty parties, will no doubt
be included. ButI think it my duty likewise to call your Excellency’s
attention to the subject, in order that you may, if you should think proper,
submit it to the Imperial Council of Ministers, so that effectual means may
be devised and adopted of putting an end to such flagrant violations of
the laws of the Empire as are perpetrated by the sale or reduction, to
slavery of Africans entitled to their liberty.

The Imperial Government are making strenuous efforts to suppress
the Slave Trade by preventing the importation into this country of fresh
Africans ; but I beg to observe that if Africans illegally imported into this»
country can with impunity be sold by public auction in the capital of the
Empire, such a circumstance cannot fail to encourage the slave-traders to
run additional risks in braving those humane efforts on the part of the
Imperial Government.

This branch of the Slave Trade, therefore, viz., the sale or reduction
to slavery of Africans imported since the Law of 1831, appears to me
equally to merit the serious attention of the Imperial Government—an
attention which, I feel persuaded, it wili meet with at their hands.

I beg further to remark that from what», I learn from different
quarters, I am inclined to think that the public are not sufficiently aware
of the penalties incurred by those individuals who sell or purchase
Africans of the class towhich this despatch refers.

I likewise think it right to add that the same journal contains another
advertisement of the sale by the same auctioneer, by order of the Consul-
General for Portugal, of a number of slaves amongst whom there are two
Africans, Cezar (Benguelia), and Joaquim (Mina), both 24 years of age,
beside another 25 years old, Mathias (Quillimane), to Whose cases, as being
of a suspicious nature, I have called the attention of the Portuguese
Charge d’Affaires.

l avail, &c. '
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 140.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Dimpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 18, 1854. V

AS another proof of the extensive manner in which that branch of the
Slave Trade which forms the subject of my note of yesterday’s date’,
and to Which I had the honour of calling your Excellency’s attention
as early as my note of the 5th of May, is publicly carried ‘on in this capital
under the eyes of the central authorities of the Empire, I beg to inclose
herewith an advertisement by the auctioneer C. Bittancourt, annexed to
the “Jornal do Commercio” of this day, offering for sale to—day an
African Afibnso (Mina), 22 years of age, who must hav‘e been imported

CLASS B.
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since the Brazilian Law of 1831, and another Guilherme (Mozambique),

:23 years of age, who, it is next to a certainty, must- likewise have been a

fresh importation subsequently thereto.
At the same time I have the honour again to urge the Imperial

Government, through your Excellency, to take efl’ectiye measures to

put down this disgraceful Traffic, not less criminal or Illegal than the

importation of Africans. . .
I avail, 8L0.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 140.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, July 18, 1854.

l ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the note which Mr. Howard, &c.,

addressed to me on the 5th of last May, calling my attention to an

advertisement in the “Jornal do Commercio” of the 3rd of the same

month, offering for hire or sale, in the Rua do Sabao, N0. 161, an African

negress (“de nacao,” as is therein stated), of from 18 to 20 years of age.

Having requested from the Minister of Justice the necessary informa—

tion on this subject, his Excellency has furnished me with that which

appears in the despatch of the Chief of the Police of this capital, dated the

22nd of May, a copy of which I have the honour to transmlt herew1th to

Mr. Howard, and by which it is seen that, besides other circum-

stances, the said negress is more than 24 years old, and not between

18 and 20, as was stated in the advertisement of the “Jorna1;” the

object of this reduction of age being (as the person Who ordered the

advertisement to be published, declared to the Chief of the Police) to call
the attention of purchasers to the said negress ; it being therefore impos—
sible to confound her with Africans recently imported, she not having

been introduced since the abolition of the Traffic.
Having thus answered the above—mentioned note of Mr. Howard, I

renew to him, 8m.
(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 140.

The Chief of Police to the Minister of Justice.

(Translation) Police Oflice of the Capital,
Most Illustrious and Excellent Sir, May 22, 1854.‘

IN reply to the instruction of the 10th instant, accompanying the
copy of the \note which was addressed by the Legation of Her Britannic
Majesty, on the 5th of this month, to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, with
reference to an advertisement in the “ Jornal do Commercio” of the 3rd of
the said month, by which an African negress, from 18 to 20 years
of age, was offered for hire or sale, and in which instruction your Excel-
lency directs me immediately to investigate the matter of that note, and to
take for this end the necesaary measures, and to report thereon accord-
ingly; I have the honour to inform your Excellency, that the negress
referred to in that advertisement being the slave of Dofia Isabel da Costa
Arpaihao, married, secondly, to J050 Martins de Paiva, was by him
bestowed to his daughter-in-Iaw, Clara Isabel Tavares, in‘ 1847, on the
occasion of her marriage with José Mendes d’Aimeida, and was sold by
her. with the consent of her husband, in November of last year, to Manoel
José de Fari‘a, who, having come before me, delivered to me the respective
documents of the tax paid long before the date of that advertisement, and
the competent register thereof, from which it appears that the said‘negress
is called Felicidade, and is more than 24 years of age, and not between
18 anti 20, as was said in the advertisement, solely with the object,
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according to the statement of the person who advertised, of calling more
attention to her on the part of purchasers.

Not satisfied with these researches, I summoned before me the said
negress, who certainly was more than 24 years old in appearance, and
speaking the Portuguese language perfectly, and in such a manner as to
pass easily 'for a creole, declared to me that she had come here when a
very young child, and in company with her mother, likewise a slave of the
above—named Dofia Isabel.

In consequence of What has been stated, your Excellency will admit
that this African cannot, in any way, be confounded with Africans
recently imported, neither can it be said, with reason, even that she Was
imported after the abolition of the Traffic. ‘

(Signed) JOSE DE ANDRADE CAMARA.

 

Inclosure 5 in N0. 140.

Senhor Limpo dc Abrea to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, July 28, 1,854..
I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the note which, under the date

of the 17th instant, was addressed to me by Mr; Henry F. Howard, .&c.,
transmitting to me the “Jornal do Commercio” of the 15th instant, in
which was published the advertisement of a sale by auction of some slaves
belonging to José Thomas Lopez, amongst Whom mention is made of
Antonio (Cabinda), aged 23 years, Manoel (Benguella), aged 22, and
Antonio (Cabinda), aged 24: years, who are supposed by Mr. Howard,
even the latter, to have been imported since the date of the Law of the
7th of November, 1831.

As that sale was to have taken place on the same date, the 15th,
Mr. Howard had immediately caused the Chief of the Police and the
Minister of Justice to be apprised thereof ; and expressed his conviction
that his Excellency would have ordered the necessary investigations to be
set about, and the three Africans in question to be placed in deposit until
this afi'air should be elucidated, and those who should be found guilty to be
prosecuted.

Mr. Howard, notwithstanding his having taken those steps, calls my
attention to this subject, in order that measures may be adopted 101'
putting an end to those flagrant transgressions of the law of the Empire,
from the fact of Africans being reduced to slavery who havea right to
their freedom ; and the more so, because impunity in those cases cannot
but encourage the slave-dealers to run the risk, and scoff at the efforts of
the Imperial Government to prevent and repress their importation into the
Em ire.
Pme the inclosed records of the proceedings of the Chief of the

Police of this capital, which were transmitted to me by the Minister of
Justice, Mr. Howard will see the reason why the said slaves were stated
to be younger than they are, the result of the statements of the experi-
enced examiners being that they are more than 30 years old.

Therefore, as the observations of Mr. Howard concerning the condi-
tion of these Africans are inapplicable to their cases, the Imperial Govern—
ment do not see the necessity of adopting any measures in this respect.

Mr. Howard, however, refers in his note to another advertisement
inserted in the same “Jornal,‘” of the sale by auction, by order of the
Portuguese Consul-General, of a certain number of Africans, Cezar (Ben-
guella), Joaquim (Mina), both of 24 years of age, and Mathias (Qufl-
limane), 0f 25 ; and as ”I have already communicated that additional
information to the Minister of Justice, I shall wait his 'Excellency’s
elucidations, in order, with them, to address . Mr. Howard, notwith- v
standing that, from the ages ascribed to the said Africans, these cannot
be comprised in the number of those imported since the Law of 1831.

As to Mr. Howard’s former note of the 5th of.1ast May, relative to
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the public sale of a female African who Mr. Howard also supposed was so
circumstanced as to be entitled to her liberty, an answer thereto has been
anticipated by the note which I had the honour to address to him under
the date of the 18th instant.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LlMPO DE ABREO.

 

Record of the Interrogatory of Jose'Bom's.

(Translation)

On the 17th day of July, of the year 1854, in this capital of' Rio
de Janeiro, and in the Police Office, by virtue of an order of Dr. Theophilo
Ribeiro de Resende, Chief of the Police, ad interim, appeared José Bonis,
and the said Chief of Police interrogated him as follows :—

Being asked to tell his name, age, nationality, and profession: he
replied, that his name is José Bonis; is 45 years old; a native of
France ; is an auctioneer,1icensed by the Tribunal of Commerce of this
city. , I

Being asked where he resides, and how long he has dwelt there: he
replied, that he resides at .No. ‘75, in the Rue. de Rosario, and has his
sale-rooms at No. 90, in the Rua do Ouvidor.

Being asked who was the author of the advertisement of “ the extra-
ordinary sale by auction,” published in the “Jornal do Commercio” of
Saturday, the 15th instant: he replied, that it was himself who had it
inserted, by order of the Portuguese Consul.

Being further asked whether he effected that publie sale: he replied,
that he had.

Being further asked whether that sale by auction comprehended
the slaves Antonio (Cabinda), of 25 years of age, and Manoel (Ben-
guella), of 22 years of age, both sailors and steersmen; whether
they weIe sold, and to Whom, or whether they are still in his posses-
sion: he replied, that the advertisement, in that part Which relates
to those two slaves, was not made by him, but by their owner, José
Thomas Lopes, who handed the note to his (José Bonis’) clerk, Which
only contained their names, nationalities, and ages, whereas the letter of
instructions, to the best of his recollection, made no mention of the ages
of those slaves, who were purchased by the widow Lages and Campos,
residing at No. 119, in the Rua Direita; he, the respondent being of
opinion that his clerk inadvertently stated those slaves to be younger
than they are, because he thinks they are from 28 to 30 years old,
but had seen them only during the act of putting them up for sale
by auction, of Which, with the consent of the agent of the Portuguese
Consulate, they formed the principal part, as is seen in the final part of
the said advertisement.

.And no further question having been put to him, the said Chief of
Pohce ordered this interrogatory to be closed, and has signed it along
With theperson interrogated. ’

_ I, Firtnino José da Silva Veiga, amanuensis in the Police Office, have
written thls.

‘ (Signed) RESENDE.
V J. BONIS.

 

(Translation)

The officer _(a1calde) of the Police is to summon the widow Lage
Campos, who‘res1des at No. 119, in the Rua Direita, José Thomas Lopes,
and José Boms, to appear before me to~morrow morning, at 10 o’clock,
and to des1re the first above named to bring the slaves Antonio (Cabinda)
andOManoel (Benguella), Who were bought at the sale effected by José
Boms, on Saturday last.

Police Ofiice of the Capital, July 17, 1854.
' (Signed) RESENDE.
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I certify that I summoned the defendants, José Bonis and José
Thomas Lopes, personally, and brought to their knowledge the whole
contents of the order, and further that I went to the counting-house of
the widow Lage and Campos, in the Rua Direita, and summoned them
by letter, not being certain whether they were on the Island of , Enchadas
or at San Clemente.

Rio de Janeiro, June 18, 1854.
(Signed) JOAO CORREIA DOS SANTOS,

Alcalde of the Police.

 

Record of Appearance, Interrogatory and Ewamz’nations.

(Translation)

On the 18th day of July of the year 1854, in this capital of Rio de
Janeiro, and in the Police Ofiice, by virtue of an order of Dr. Theophilo
Ribeiro de Resende, Chief of the Police, came and appeared before him
Antonio Martins Lage, José Bonis, and José Thomas Lopes, the first of
whom produced the slaves Antonio (Cabinda), and Manoel (Benguella),
stating that they were the same that he had purchased at the auction on
Saturday last, made by the second named person, who also said that
they were the same slaves, which was also confirmed by the third named
person, that is, that they were delivered to be sold without mention being
made of the ages stated in the advertisement, they appearing to be older,
and that the statement in the advertisement was caused by a mistake of
his clerk, who arbitrarily represented them in a note as being younger
than they are truly. And Agostinho d0 Nascimento Petra and Joaquim
José Alves de Fonseca being present, they were named and sworn in to
serve as examiners, and to state whether the slaves also present are
ladinos, how old they are, or appear to be; and they having immediately
proceeded upon the said examination, after interrogating and examining
them, declared that the two slaves speak the Portuguese language fluently,
are ladinos, and that both of them stated that they had long since come
from their country, and were then very young, and that both appear to be
upwards of thirty years of age. Wherefore the said Doctor, Chief of the
Police, ordered the foregoing to be recorded, and has signed the present
along with the other persons before named.

I, Firmino José da Silva Veiga, amanuensis in the Police Office, have
written it.

RESENDE.
ANTONIO M. LAGE.
J. BONIS.
JOSE THOMAS LOPES.
JOAQUIM JOSEALVES DA FONSECA.
AGOSTINHO DO NASCIMENTO PETRA.

 

Inclosure 6 in No. 140.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, July 29, 1854.
I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the note which on the 18th

instant was addressed to me by Mr. Henry F. Howard, &c., touching the
advertisement published in the “Jornal do Commercio” of that date, of
the sale by auction of two Africans—Afl’onso (Mina), and Guilherme
(Mozambique), the first of 22 and the second of 23 years of age, who are
supposed by Mr. Howard to have been illegally imported since the publi-
cation of the Law of the 7th of November, 1831. V

Awaiting the information which I have requested the Minister of
Justice to furnish me with on this subject, and with Which I may be
enabled to return a suitable answer to Mr. Howard, I avail, &c.

(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.
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No. 141.

Mr. Howard to the Earl Qf Olarendon.—(Received September 12.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeim, August 14, 1854.

I HAVE the honour of inclosing herewith translation of a note
addressed to me on the 12th instant by the Brazilian Mlnlster for Foreign
Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, acquainting me that the lhformatlon
which had been communicated by Her Majesty’s Consul at R10 Grande
do Sul, relative to an alleged landing of Afrlcans on the coast of that
Province, on the 12th of June last, had been shown to be w1thout
foundation. . _ .

Mr. Vereker had transmitted to me at the tlme coples of hlS corre-
spondence with the President, and I had expressed to h1m my approval of
the notes which he addressed to his Excellency on that occas10n.

I have, 8L0. ,
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 14].

Senhor Lémpo dc Abreo to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) Rio de Jancim, August 12, 1854.
HER Britannic Majesty’s Consul in the Province of Rio Grande do

Sul communicated to the President of that province information that on the
11th and 12th of the month of June last, a landing of Africans took place
at the bar of a stream which he calls Iguay, on the frontiers of that
province, within a short distance of the town of Torres, adding that
according to the information received by him, the Africans had been
conveyed by a vessel from the coast of Africa, and put on board of a
schooner, from which they were landed at the above-mentioned place, and
were immediately distributed and conveyed inland. '

The President of the said province, having previously been apprised
by the Minister of Justice of a projected disembarkation of Africans at
that place, issued immediate orders for steps to be taken to prevent it.

According to the reports received from two officers charged with the
police of the coast, and who were sent to ascertain the correctness of the
facts stated, it appears that no such disembarkation had been effected;
but the President of the province, suspecting that it might have taken
place at the bar of the Amringué, in the Province of Santa Catharina,
sent thither, without loss of time, another officer of police, with part of a
detachment from the town of Torres, not only for the purpose of inquiring
into these facts but also to prevent a disembarkation if the suspected
vessel should approach that place, and with orders not to leave it until
relieved by a person enjoying the confidence of the President of Santa.
Catharina, to whom he had communicated the information received and
the measures he had taken.

From what I now bring to the knowledge of Mr. Henry F. Howard,
&c., by this communication, he will see that the information given by Her
Britannic Majesty’s Consul respecting the disembarkation of Africans at
the River Iguay, in the first of the above—mentioned provinces, where no
river exists under that denomination, is groundless; Which is further
confirmed by the reports received by the Imperial Government from the
commanders of our cruizers on the coasts of the said provinces.

I avail, 8m. 1
(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.
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No. 142. V
The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflce, October 1, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 10th of August,*ino10sing
copies of further correspondence which had taken place between Seahor-
Limpo de Abreo and yourself on the case of the free negro John, Whom
you suspected to have been illegally reduced to slavery, and I have to
inform you that I approve your proceedings in this matter.

I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 143.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, October 1, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 10th of AugustqL in which
you bring forward the case of the emancipated negro Hilario, Who was
detained in the House of Correction by the Brazilian Government, and
thereby prevented. from earning his livelihood by the free exercise of his
trade ; and I have to state to you in reply, that I approve your application
to Senhor Limpo de Abreo, and also your intention to attend to this
matter, as it is one that should be inquired about and carefully watched. .

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 144.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, October 2, 1854.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 10th of August); inclosing

copies of further correspondence with the Brazilian Minister for Foreign
Affairs on the subject of the emancipation of the free Africans, I have to
inform you that I approve your proceedings as tillerein 8I'Leported.

am, c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 145.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, , ’Foreign Ofiice, October 3, 1854.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 10th August§in Which

you point out the inaccuracy of certain statements made by the Chevalier
de Macedo, in his note to me of the 27th of June last, I have to
instruct you to take an opportunity of remarking to Senhor Limpo de
Abreo upon the unfounded nature of the observations on commercial
matters Which M. de Macedo thought proper to address to me in that
note. . '

I am, &0.
(Signed) CLARENDON. .

 

" No. 132. ‘1‘ No. 133.. i No 134. § No. 137.
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No. 146.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, October 4, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatches of the 1.2th of August} inclosing
the projects of two laws proposed in the Chamber of Deputies by the
President of the Province of Bahia, one prohibiting the conveyance of
slaves from one province to another, the other having for its object the
improvement of the condition of old and infirm negroes; and I have to
inform you that Her Majesty’s Government would learn with great satis-
faction the passing of such laws, Which would do honour to the Government
and Legislature of Brazil.

I am, 8:,0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 147.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, October 5, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 12th of AugustqL with its
inclosures, and I have in reply to express to you my entire approval of
the notes which you addressed to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign
Afiairs on the 17th and 18th of July, respectively, calling his Excellency’s
attention to two advertisements which had been published in Rio de
Janeiro, offering for sale African negrops, Who, from their ages, must have
been introduced into Brazil since the year 1831, in contravention of the
Treaty of 1826 between Great Britain and Brazil, and in violation of
Brazilian law.

I am, &C.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 148.

Mr. Howard 150 the Earl of Clarendon.—(Receioed October 11.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, August 18, 1854.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 10th instant; in which was
inclosed a copy of my note of that day’s date to the Brazilian Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, communicating your Lordship’s
approval of my despatch of the 15th of May last, on the condition of the
liberated Africans employed in the Brazilian public service, and conveying
the strong interest which Her Majesty’s Government take in the fate of
those individuals, I have the honour of transmitting herewith translation
of a. note'of the 12th instant, which I receivedyesterday in reply from his
Excellency, referring to the statements in his former note of the 15th
ultimo, translation of which was forwarded in my above-mentioned
despatch of the 10th August, in respect to the non-emancipation of
the Africans in question until their reexportation, and adding that the

9" Nos. 138 and 139. 1‘ No. 140. 1: No. 134.
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Imperial Government likewise take full interest in them, and will endea-

vour to protect them as effectually as they can. His Excellency does not,

however, announce any specific measure for their benefit.
I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

» Inclosure in No. 148.

Senhor Limpo de Ab-reo to LIT. Howard.

(Translation.) Rio de Janeiro, August 12, 1854.

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the note which was addressed to
me on the 10th instant by Mr. H. F. Howard, &c., in Which he informs me
of having brought to the knowledge of his Government a copy of my note
of the 8th of May upon the question of the emancipation of the freed
Africans, and of his reply dated the 15th of the same month, and stating
that he had received instructions to acquaint me that the Government of
Her Britannic Majesty entirely approved of the observations contained in
Mr. Howard’s above-mentioned note relative to the condition of the said
freed Africans ; Mr. Howard celicluding with the expression that» the
Government of Her Britannia Majesty take the greatest interest in the
fate of this unfortunate class of individuals, and that they consider them—
selves bound to ensure. to them the full protection and privileges to which
they have a right. -

I have already had the honour to explain. in my former note of the
15th of July last, the reasons upon which the Imperial Government found
themselves for considering that the freed Africans who are employed in
the public departments are not cemprehended in the Decree of the 28th
of December, 1853, as to the exemption from service to which they are
obliged, even after fourteen years, until their reexpm'tation be effected,
they earning, after the expiration of that term, wages to be awarded to
them; and I have now only to add, that the Government of His Majesty
the Emperor also take full interest in favour of these individuals, and Will
endeavour to protect them as effectually as they can.

I renew, &c.
(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.

 

No. 149.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received October 11.)

My Lord, Rio ([6 J'mze-iro, August 19, 1854.
IN order that your Lordship may be acquainted With the language

which has been employed in the Brazilian Parliament concerning the
maintenance by Her Majesty’s Government of the British Act of Parlia-
ment of 1845 relative to the Brazilian Slave Trade, I beg to inclose a
summary of a. speech held in the Senate on the 14th instant by Senhor
Montezuma, commenting, in very unmeasured terms, on the course
pursued by Her Majesty’s Government in not consenting to the repeal of
that Act. 1

Your Lordship will. perceive that Senhor Montezuma suggests that,
with a view to induce Her Majesty’s Government to alter their course, an
appeal should be made by Brazil to foreign Governments to pronounce
themselves against that course, and that he concludes by requesting the
Minister for Foreign Affairs to devise some means of forcing Her Majesty’s
Government to deliver Brazil from the ignominious position in Which she

CLASS ‘B.
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is placed; adding that, whatever those means might be, they would be

supported by the Brazilian Parliament. . y.

The -Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, did not
make any reply to this speech.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Enclosure in No. 149.

Summary ofpart of the Speech delivered by Senhor fifantezuma, in the
Brazilian Sandie, August 14, 1854.

(Translation.)

SENHOR llflONTEZU-NIA, after treating of other subjects, said,
that he would only make a few rei‘narks respecting the external policy of
Brazil in general ; that the President of the Senate would recollect that
what he had now to say had already been said by him during the debates
on the answer to the speechii'om the Throne; that he had then offered
for consideration all that, in his opinion, was important relative to those
nations with which Brazil is at peace, and to some negotiations which,
according to his belief, are still pending. That amongst them he would
remind the Minister for Foreign Afi'airs of the pending negotiation between
Brazil and the British Government for the abolition of the Bill known under
the name of the “ Aberdeen Bill ;” that the abolition of that Bill appeared to
him, the orator, to be not only an act of rigorous justice, but also of
extraordinary urgency ; that there being neither any reason, in the opinion
of every Civilized Government, excepting that of Great Britain, nor in
accordance with the principles of the rights of nations, for the maintaining
of that Act, it appeared to him that justice demanded its repeal; that if
the existence of that Bill could not be termed an act of spitefulness, an
insult, or a luxury of insult, and of prepetency exercised against the
Brazilian nation, he did not know what name to give it; that it was
maintained, on the occasion of the passing of that Act of the British
Parliament, that the Slave Trade was being carried on in the Empire,
that the Treaties were violated, that the Brazilian Government did not
pay attention to theremonstrances 0f the British Government, that a
Treaty, or the draft of a Treaty, made with the Government (then a
Regency) had not been approved by the Chambers (an indispensable
circumstance for its being carried into effect), and that all these accumu—
lated reasons were considered by the British Government as justifying the
passing of that Bill, but that they all depended upon the continuance 0r
cessation of the Slave Trade. But, he asked, what was now the position
in which Brazil found herself? Why, the Slave Trade is completely
extinguished, the Government strive, use every effort, and are most careful,
not to put an end to the Slave Trade, which is extinct, but to prevent it,
taking all sorts of precautions in order that it may not, in any shape, be
revived. This good faith, he said, was recognised by the British Govern-
ment themselves, their Agents resident in Rio de Janeiro had acknow-
ledged it, and consequently there could not exist a shadow of doubt or
suspicion on this subject. What remains, then? He asked, can the
British Government suspect that the Brazilian nation will retrograde?
that the Brazilian Government will break their faith 1’ If such be their
supposition they wrong the Brazilians, and wrong them gratuitously, and
consequently they are the more to be censured for adhering to a line of
conduct unworthy of a civilized Government like that of Great Britain,
who say that they are friendly to Brazil. How is it, then, he asked, that
this Bill still exists? How is it, therefore, that the just claim of the
Brazilian Government is rejected .9 How is it that the honour, thedignity ‘
of Brazil, and the justice with which her Government insist upon the
repeal of this Bill, still remain disregarded ? How can the British Govern-
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ment justify such a proceeding of theirs before all civilized Governments,
and in the face of the rights of nations? What reasons can they give
for their most exorbitant abuse of power? and ought not the voice of

Parliament and of the Government, he asked, to make itself heard in all

the corners of the civilized world, in all those quarters of the globe Which

justice and civilization have penetrated? The orator said he was convinced

that, if this affair were brought before foreign Courts, if foreign Govern-

ments were to receive official communications invoking their opinions in

respect to it, the judgment of every civilized Government would be unfa—

vourable to the British Government; that the British Government, thus

made ashamed by such positive and universal declaration, would have to
state upon What principles of justice, on what pretext of foolish ambition

and 0f arrogancy, they found their revolting tenacity in aiming at the
degradation of a nation which has so great a desire to afford to Great

Britain proofs of its interest and friendship. He further remarked, that
this language would doubtless appear to the Senate acrimonious on the

part of an orator who had never failed to observe due decency of expres-
sion and serious behaviour upon all those occasions in which affairs

touching foreign nations had been treated of ; and still the‘more so, from
the propensity which he has constantly manifested to that nation which
he considered worthy of his liveliest sympathy, and, from its national

character, of the highest commendation; but that, if it be taken into
consideration that he had never before expressed himself in such strong

terms, and that he had a right to be most desirous for the discontinuance

of that iniquitous specimen of injustice, whatever might have been the

cause of the bashfulness which upon other occasions kept him silent, he
ought now to be allowed, Brazil being at present differently circumstanced,
to think it absolutely [necessary that the most energetic claim possible

should be raised by the Parliament, since the efforts of the Imperial

Government are not sufficient for instilling into the minds of the British
Government the necessity of respecting the justice, the honour, and the
independence of the Brazilian nation. '

Senhor Montezuma, in concluding his speech on this subject, requested
the Minister for Foreign Affairs to devise some means for forcing the

British Government to deliver Brazil from the “ truly iguominious ” state

in which she found herself, adding that, whatever those means might be,
the Minister would be supported by the Brazilian Parliament, as it became
necessary to remove that stain, and the injurious effects of it.

 

No. 150.

Mr. Howard t0 the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received October ll.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, August 28, 1854.

A PORTUGUESE brig, the “ Emperiencia,” arrived some time ago
in this port. The fact of her having a double crew on board, and other
suspicious circumstances, inducing the belief that she was intended for the
Slave Trade, the Brazilian authorities, according to the private information
which I have received, having had their attention called to these circum-
stances, caused a strict watch to be kept over her proceedings; and after
having interrogated the captain and consignee, gave orders that the vessel
should not be permitted to be cleared out for the coast of Africa or River
Plate.

The consequence of these measures has been that the “ Emperiencia,”
of which Joaquim da Silva Reina is the master, sailed on the 25th instant
for Hamburgh, with a crew of ten men, and a legal cargo of coffee,
after a close search had taken place on board of her previous to her
departure.

Several suspicious characters who arrived here in her, but who have
remained behind; are being watched by the police.
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I have thought it right to give your Lordship thisinform'ation, in
case you should think it proper to have the vessel 1n question subjected to
supervision at Hamburgh.

 

I have, &c. . .
(Signed) HENRYf F. HOWARD.

No. 151.

Mr. Howitrd to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received (October 11.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, ASeptember 1, 1854.
IN my despatch of the 10th ultimofi" I had the honour of trans-

mitting to your Lordship the copy of a note which I addressed on
the 17th of July last to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor
Limpo de Ahreo, urging the restoration to full liberty of Hilario, an
African, who after having served his apprenticeship of fourteen years, and
having obtained a certificate of emancipation in March of this year, was
subsequently detained in the House of Correction, as well as of the other
Africans similarly situated in the same establishment.

I have since received from his Excellency the note of the 22nd
ultimo, of which I have the honour to inclose a copy, informing me that
the Minister of Justice had, on the 19th of the same month, issued orders
that a fresh certificate of emancipation should be granted to Hilario, on
certain conditions, with a view to his being placed in the possession of full
libert .

'this note, however, not making any mention of the other Africans
detained in the House of Correction under similar circumstances, I

' addressed on the 24th ultimo, to Senhor Limpo de A'breo, the note
of which the annexed is a copy, again claiming his Excellency’s good
offices in their behalf, in order that they may likewise, at length, obtain
their promised emancipation.

I have, 8m.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 15].

Senhar Limpo de Abreo to Mr. Howard.

(Translation.) Rio cle Ja-neiro? August 22, 1854.
HAVING addressed myself to the Minister of Justice, in order that

measures might be taken for restoring to- full liberty the emancipated
African Hilario (Congo), N0. 77, of the cargo of the schooner “ Cmsar,” as
requested by Mr. H. F. Howard, $50., in his note of the 17th of July last,
his Excellency has just acquainted me, in his despatch of the 19th instant,
that the said African has not been a prisoner, but has only been detained
in the House of Correction, receiving a reasonable compensation for his
services; and that suitable orders had, on that date, been issued for the
granting to him of a fresh certificate of emancipation, with the condition
that he is to reside in this capital, and follow some kind of trade, or take
service on wages, he remaining in full liberty. "

This is all that I have to say to Mr. Howard in answer to his above-
mentioned note ; and I avail, &c. ,

(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.

 

" No. 133.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 151.

Mr. Howard to Senhor Limpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, August 24, 1854. .

1N acknowledging the receipt of the note which your Excellency

has done me the honour to address to me uhder date of the 22nd

instant, I beg to express my best thanks for the welcome intelligence

conveyed in it, that orders have been issued that a fresh certificate of

emancipation should be granted to the African Hilario, treated of in my

note of the 17th ultimo, and that he should, on certain conditions, be

restored to full liberty.
With respect to the statement contained in your Excellency’s note

regarding the reception by Hilario of a reasonable compensation for his

services during his detention in the House of Correction, I think that, upon

further inquiry, your Excellency will find that, up to the date of my

above-mentioned note of the 1.7th of 1ast month, no payment had been

made to him.
More0ver, as your Excellency does not make any mention in your

note of the other numerous Africans referred to by me, who are in circum-

stances similar to those of Hilario—having served private individuals

during fourteen years, and having been emancipated in virtue of the

Imperial Decree of the 28th of December last, but who are likewise ‘

detained in the House of Correctinu—J take this opportunity of again

claiming your Excellency‘s good oFfices in their behalf, in order that they

too may at length be placed in the enjoyment of their promised emanci-

pation. I feel convinced that if it were known that such of these

individuals as may not be able to establish themselves in a trade, are at

liberty to take service on their own account, they would experience no

difficulty, considering the scarcity and high priced iabour at present, in

finding employment and earning their livelihood in a manner not calcu—

lated to create any apprehension of their disturbing public tranquillity;

and it is only fair to assume that they could count upon every assistance

on the part of the Imperial authorities, to whom, however, I beg to

suggest that instructions should be given in that sense.
I‘avai], &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 152.

.ZVI’I‘. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 11.) '

My Lord, Rio clc Janeia'o, September 6, 1854.

IN addition to the correspondence exchanged between the Brazilian

Minister for Foreign Afihirs and myself, on the subject of illegal sales

of Africans entitled to their liberty, copies of which were inciosed in

my despatch of the 12th ultimof I have the honour of transmitting

herewith the translation of a further note of yesterday’s date, which I

have received. from Senhor Limpo de Abreo, stating, with reference to

the observatiOns contained in my note of the 1'7th of July last to his

Excellency, concerning certain Africans sold by order of the Consul-

General of Portugal, the conviction of the Chief of Police of this capital,

from the inquiries Which he had instituted into their cases, that there was

no plausible reason for supposing that they'had been imported into this

country since the publication of the Brazilian Law of the 7th of Nevember,

1831; “
I have, 8%; . ~ ' ,

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

* No. 140.
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Inclosure in N0. 152.

Senhor Limpo cle Abreo to M. Howard.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiw, September 5, 1854.

IN addition to the note which I addressed on the 28th July last to

Mr. Henry F. Howard, 86¢, in reply to his of the Wth of mid anohth, in

that part relative to the Africans Cesar (Benguella), Joaquun (Mum),

and Mathias (Quillimane), the sale of whom at auetion, by order of the

Portuguese Consul-General, had been advertised in the number of the

“Jornal do Commercio” which accompanied his said note, I have the

honour to inform him, that even if the two first named should be 24,

and the latter 25 years of age, as Mr. Howard states, it does not

follow that they have been imported smce the Law Of the 7th of November,

1831; and to add further, that the Minister Of Justice, of whom I requested

information respecting the true age of those Africans, answered me on

the 29th of last August, that the Chief of Police of the: capltal acquanhed

him, that after having taken the customary steps With regard to examlna-

tions and interrogatories, he was convinced that no plausbee teason

existed for judging that they had been imported since the 1)l]b1'l(‘atl()fl of

that law.
Now as there are no other infallible means of ascertaining with

exactitude the ages of individuals placed in such circumstances, the

Imperial Government consider that they cannot With justice proceed in

any other manner until documents should be exhibited Which W0u1d prove

incontestably that the said three Africans were imported subsequent to

the promulgation of that law.
The latter part of Mr. Howard’s said note being thus replied to, I

avail, 8w.
(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.

 

No. 153.

M2 Howard to the Earl of Clarendon—(Receivpd Octqber 14.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiv'p, September 8, 1854.
WITH reference to your Lordship’s de’spatch of the 24th, of July

last, I have the honour to inform your Lordship that I have notified
to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs the satisfaction with which
Her Majesty’s Government have learnt the publication of the Imperial
Decree of the 5th of June of this year, sanctioning the Law passed
by the Legislature for the more effectual supptession of the Slave
Trade. , ' '

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

N0. 154.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Reéeiv¢d October 14.)

My Lord, . Rio de Janeito, September 11, 185—1.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 10th ultimo,* transmitting,
amongst other correspondence, a copy Of my note of the 25th hf
July last to the Brazilian Minister for Fel'eigd Affairs, Senhor Limpo
d’Abreo, urging further proceedings against Senhor da Casta, Who
reduced the African John to slavery 0n the return of the latter to Rio
Janeiro. from the Cape of Good Hope, I have the honour to inelose
herewith the translation of a note of the 5th instant, which I have

9‘ No. 132.
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received from his Excellency in reply, and from which your Lordship

will perceive that the Imperial Government are unwilling to prosecute the

affair. -

I have likewise the honour of transmitting the copy of a note

which I have this day addressed to Senhor Limpo d’Abreo in rejoinder,

suggesting, with reference to his Excellency’s remark that there is no law

in this country which expressly considers Africans who have quitted

Brazil for foreign countries to be free on their return to it, that the

Imperial Government should take this question into their most attentive

consideration with a view to clearing up all doubt concerning it, and t0

remedying, by legislative enactments, so serious a deficiency.
I have, 810.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Incloshre 1 in No. 154.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo to 1%". Howard.

(Translation) ‘ Rio de Janeiro, September 5, 1854.

IDULY brought to the knowledge of the Minister of Justice the

contents of the note dated the 25th of July last, in which Mr. Henry

Francis Howard, &c., still treating 0f the affair of the black man John,

says that the authorities of the Empire had confined themselves to the

statement made by Antonio Luiz da Costa, without endeavouring to

ascertain to what extent he had committed himself by the fact of attempt~

ing to reduce the said negro to slavery. «

1 have now the honour to acquaint Mr. Howard, in reply to his

above-mentioned note, that the Minister of Justice has just informed me

that, according to the reports received from the competent authorities, the

Imperial Government was convinced that nothing more could be done,

the said Costa having alleged before the Court of Justice his ignorance as

to the said negro’s having been declared free at the Cape of Good Hope,

and the Chief of the Police and the competent Judge having recognized

the good faith with which the said Costa conducted himself in this affair,

all of which appears from the documents inclosed in my note of the 19th

of July last: besides which criminality in this case is doubtful, there

being no law in this country which expressly considers Africans who

have fled to foreign territories to be free upon their return to the

Empire.
I avail, &c.

(Signed) ANTONIO PA'ULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.

 

lnclosure 2 in N0. 154.

Mr. Howard t0 Senhor Limpo de Abreo.

Sir, Rio dc Janeiro, September 11, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s

note of the 5th instant, in which, in reply to mine of the 25th of July

last, you state the reasons for which, in the opinion of his Excellency the

Minister of Justice, no proceedings could be taken against Senhor da

Costa, the alleged master of the African John, adding that, in the case in

question, criminality is doubtful, as there is no law in this country Which

expressly considers Africans who have fled to foreign countries to be free

on their return to Brazil. .

In eXpressing my inability to acknowledge the validity of these

reasons, I beg to remark that it appears that John did not flee from this

country, but was captured by a British. cruizer, whilst on a voyage to the

coast of Africa with his first master.
Moreover, I had been led to believe that the actual legislation of this

country fully met the case of John; but as your Excellency states that
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there. is no law which expressly declares Africans who have once been
slaves in this country, to be free on their return to it, I take the liberty of
suggeeting that the Imperial Government, who have lately introduced
mieh wise and comprehel‘isive provisions into the legislation of the Empire
for the more effectual suppression of the Slave Trade, should take this
question into their most attentive consideration, with a. view to clearing
up all doubt concerning it, and to remedyimg by legislhtive enactments so
serious a deficiency.

I avail, &e.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

N0. 155.

1111'. Howard to the Earl of Clm'emlon.-—(Received October 14.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, September 11, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I have received a

note of the 9th instant from the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Senhor Limpo de Abreo, iueiosing to me copies of two reports of the 27th

ultimo and lst instant, addressed to him by the Presidents of the Provinces

of Rio Gmnde do Sui and St. Catharine’s respectively, the first transmitting
the copy of" a despatch of the 14th of August from Mr. Consul Vereker,

and the second covering, amongst other documents, copies of a corre-

spondence with Mr. Consul Callander, all relating to the question of the
alleged landing of Africans on the coasts of those provinces.

As your Lordship will, however, have already, .110 doubt, received

from Her Majesty’s Consuls both at Rio Grande and St. Catherine’s,
copies of the correspondence in question, it will be unnecessary that I
should trouble your Lordship with them.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo, in his above-mentioned nqte to me, says that
I shall perceive from these papers, that 2111 the aceounts which have
reached the said delegates of the Imperial Government, agree in denying;
the fact of such a disembarkation of Africans having taken place, asnweIl
as that the same authorities continue to exercise the strictest vigilance
and care, in order to prevent the accomplishment of a crime so contrary
to the laws and to civilization as the Traffic of Africans.

I have thanked his Excellcnsy in a note of this day’s date for his
obliging communication.

I have, 8L0.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 156.

IVIT. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received October M.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, September 11, 1854.

IT having (tome to my knowledge that cases had occurred of Brazilian
marauders having entered the territory of the Oi‘iental State of the
Uruguay, and having carried off negroes and mulattoes, for the purpose
of selling them in Brazil as slaves, which circumstance had O‘iven rise to
representations to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Aflfijirs from the
Envoy of the Oriental Republic here, Senhor Lamas, I called the attention
of Mr. Verekei‘, Her Majesty’s Consul at Rio Grande, to this subject in
the despatch of the 17th ultimo, of Which 1 have the honour to illcloée a.
copy; and I have received from him the reply of the 25th of the same
month, :1 copy of which is likewise herewith tiiansmitted, eonfirminrr the
information that had reached me. b

At an interview which I had with Senhor Limpo (ie Abreo vesterday
I alluded to—this subject; and I learnt from him that he hadvrepiietl tci
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Senhor Lamas, at the time, that instructions had been forwarded to the

President of Rio Grande do Sul, with a view of putting a stop to these

lawless and criminal proceedings; and that the result of the measures

taken by that funetionary was, that some of the kidnapped negroes had

been recovered and replaced in liberty.

The “ Diario” of Rio de Janeiro of the 5th instant announces the

fact of a negress and four of her children, Who had been stolen in the

Oriental State, having been discovered by the authorities of Rio Grande,

and their captors apprehended in that province; whilst active measures

had been set on foot by the President of the same province, to find the

traces of the negro belonging to the same family, who, it appears, had

been led in a different direction. ‘

On a comparison of dates and description, I find that the negress in

question, with her family, corresponds to the one mentioned by Mr. Vereker

as Rufina.
The same journal also mentions other similar cases Which have

occurred, of negroes having been carried off from the Oriental State into

Brazil.
I observed to Senhor Limpo de Abreo that I had not addressed him

officially on this question, as I was aware that the matter was in the hands

of the Monte Videan Minister, but that I would. leave With him an extract

from Mr. Vereker’s above-mentioned despateh, which I accordingly did.
I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure I in N0. 156.

Mr. Howard to Coneul Vereker.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, August 17, 1854.

I UNDERSTAND that cases have occurred in which Brazilian

marauders have entered the. territory of the Oriental State of the Uruguay

from the Province of Rio Grande do Sul, and have carried off negroes and

mulatto children for the purpose of selling them in the Brazilian slave-

markets, and I have to request you to obtain and transmit to me such

information as you may be able to procure on the subject.
As I am informed that the Minister of the Oriental State at this Court

has been directed to call the attention of the Imperial Government to this

affair, I have no doubt that the President of the provincewhere you reside

Will by this time have received some instructions on the subject, but since

the above information was given me, I have not had an opportunity of

seeing the Minister for Foreign Afiairs. V

You will observe that this is a case rather for a Verbal than for a

written inquiry of the President.
I am, 8w.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD,

 

Inclosure 2 in N0. 156.

Consul Vcreker to M’)‘. Howard.

Sir, ‘ Rio Gmnde do Sul, August 25, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of

the 17th instant, and have to state in reply that you are correctly informed

With regard to the fact that various subjects of the Republic of the

Uruguay have been seized with the View of being sold in Brazil into

slavery. I have also to state that my anxious attention has been for

some time directed to this Subject, and in a report regarding slavery

addressed to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State on the 30th June last, I felt

it my duty inciden tally to allude to the existence of such acts of cruelty

and inj ustice.
I am informed that a negress named Rufina, her paramour Mathewsz

CLASS B.
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her two sons and two daughters, all residents near Leivas, iii the Oriental

State, were seized by some Brazilians about six months Since, and sold

into slavery in this province.
I am also informed that on the 7th June last two sons, one daughter,

and one step—son of Rosa, anegress residing inthe department of Durasno

in the adjoining Republic, were forcibly seized and brought to this

province for sale. _ _

My information leads me to think that these depredatlons are coin-

mitted by an organised gang, who avail themselves? of the difficulties
experienced in the Republic of the Uruguay, where the extenswe frontiers

are not protected With a sufficient guard. . .

I have not had an opportunity to make a verbal, communlcation on

this subject to the President of this province, who resydes at Porto Alegre,

but shall not fail to do so should the occasion present itself.
I have, &c.

KSigned) H, P. VEREKER.

 

N0. 157.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflica, October 20, 185%.

I HAVE received your despatch of the lst ultimo, and I have
in reply to express to you my approval of the note which you addressed
to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 24th of August,
respecting the emancipado Hilario, and other einahcipados entitled to
their freedom, Who are still detained in the House of Correction at Rio de
Janeiro.

I am. &c.
(Signed) * CLARENDON.
 

N0. 158.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, October 28, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 11th ultimo,“e and I have to
acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government approve of the representation
Which you have made to Senhor Limpo de Abreo, respecting the Brazilian
marauders who have been kidnapping negroes in the State of Uruguay,
and selling them in Brazil.

* I am, 8L0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 159.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, , Foreign Ofice, October 31, 1854.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 11th ultimofr and I have in.

reply to egpress. to you my approval of the note which you addressed to
the Brazflian Minister for Foreign Affairs on that day, respecting the case
of the African named John. , ‘

I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

5“ No. 156. 1- N0. 154.
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No. 160.

Mr. Howard t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received November 1.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, September 21,1854.

NOTWITHSTANDING that I have repeatedly had occasion to

communicate to your Lordship the denial by the Brazilian Government

of the accuracy of the report of a landing of Africans in June last, on the

coasts of the Province of St. Catherine’s, 01‘ Rio Grande do Sul, I think it

mv duty to transmit herewith the translation 0 a note of the 15th instant,

which I have received on the same subject from the Brazilian Minister for

Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo, and of its inclosures; Viz., a

despatch from the Commodore commanding the Brazilian Naval Station

at Rio de Janeito, and a report from the Commander of the Brazilian war-

stemner “ Recife,” stating his persuasion that no such disembarkation of

Africans had taken place during the period of his cruise.

I have acknowledged the receipt of his Excelleney’s communication

in a note of this day’s date, and acquainted him that I would transmit a

copy of it to your Lordship.
I have, &c.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

lncIosure 1 in NO. 160.

Senhor Limpo de Abrca to MT. Howard.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, September 15, 1854;

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to Mr. Henry

F. Howard, &c., the incIosed despatch to the Rear—Admiral in charge of

the head-quarters of the marine, from the Commodore commanding the

naval station in Rio de Janeiro, inclosing copy of another from the Lieu-

tenant commanding the war~steamer “ Recife.”

The Imperial Government called upon this Commander for informa-

tion respecting the disembarkation of Africans, which Her Britannic

Majesty’s Consul stated to the President of the Province had taken

place on the 11th or 12th of June last at a place which he named Iguay ;

and Mr. Howard will see that the Commander of the steamer, in giving a

circumstantial account of all that happened during the time in which he

was employed in cruizing between the Island of St. Catherine’s and Rio

Grande do 8111, does not hesitate in manifesting t0 the Imperial Govern—

ment his persuasion that no disembarkation of Africans took place whilst

he was cruizing on the coasts of the Provinces of Santa Catharina and

Rio Grande do Sul.
This information, furnished by the Lieutenant commanding the

“ Recife ” steamer, entirely agrees with that which has been transmitted

to the Imperial Government, and which the Undersigned has already

brought to the knowledge of Mr. Howard in his notes of the 12th of August

last and of the 9th instant, and appears to confirm the inaccuracy of the

rumours spread of the disembarkati-on of Africans, reported to Her

Britannia Majesty’s Consul in Rio Grande.
The Undersigned, 8L0.

(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO
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Inclosure 2 in N0. 160.

Commodore Alariath to Rcar-Admiml Mello e Alvim.

(Translation.) On board the steamer ‘F Amazon,”
Most Illustrious and Excellent Sir, Rio de Jcmez'm, September I, 1854.

THE information given by the Commander of the steamer “ Recife.”
in the inclosed despatch, fully demonstrates that the report of Her Brltauhlc
Majesty’s Consul in Rio Grande do Sul of a ilandmg qf Afrlcans havmg
taken place on the 11th or 12th of June of this year at a place named by
him Iguay, is without foundation.

This information is corroborated by the reports made by the said
Commander, and by those of the steamers “ Pedro Segundo ” and “ Bebe—
ribe,” which, since the middle of May, have cruized from Santa Catharina
to the south, and WhO uniformly agree in asserting that no landing, nor
any attempt of that nature, has been made in those quarters. .

According to the report of the Commander of the “ Reelfe,” a natlonal
schooner, to which he gave chase and boarded one day 1n July, “was
beating during twelve days, in sight of the coast, agamst contrary wmds,
and this, in my opinion, is the origin of the report made to the English
Consul, and which was transmitted by him to the President of Rio Grande
do Sul.

God preserve, &c. ,
(Signed) FREDERIC MARIA’I‘H,

Commodore, and Commanding the Station.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 160.

Second Lieutenant Moreim to Commodore Mariam.

(Translation.) From on board the steamer ff Recife,” at
Most Illustrious and Excellent Sir, Rio de Janeiro,‘ August 30, 1854.

IN virtue of the Order addressed to me by your Excellency under yester-
day’s date, that I should, without delay, inform you where I was on the 11th
and 12th of June last, as well as the steamer “ Pedro Segundo,” I have to
state to your Excellency that on the above-mentioned days I was cruizing on
the coast to the southward of Santa Catharina, off the places comprehended
between that island and some miles south of Cape Santa Martha Grande,
and that I did not heard any vessel, having met with none. There is,
perhaps, a mistake with regard to the month, because in July, at about
the same dates, whilst cruizing off those places, I chased and boarded the
national schooner “ Cysne,” belonging to Domingo Vefloso de Oliveira, a
merchant of Santa Catharina, Thomas Xavier de Souza, master, from Rio
Grande- to Santa Catharina, with produce of the country, which, from
strong north-east winds, was beating up for more than twelve days in
sight of the coast, and being in want of water, Which I could not supply
him With in consequence of bad weather, I advised him to go to
Imbituba, he being to windward of that place, which lies to the northward
of Laguna, and he reached it whilst I was in sight of that port. With
regard to this schooner, 1 can assure your Excelleney that she was not
conveying Africans, and I am persuaded that, during the time that I was
cruizing on that coast, no disembarkation of Africans took place.

I also boarded the patacho “Emiliana” on the night of the 11th July
off Tramandahy, which was bound to Rio Grande, and on the following
day, passing Within hail of many vessels which were hove-to off the bar
of that port waiting for sufficient depth of water to enter it, the said
schooner was also amongst them.

As to the steamer “ Pedro Segundo,” she was at anchor in the port of
Santa Catharina. On the 4th instant, When I came to anchor in this port,
I did not address your Excellency, having nothing further to observe than
What I mentioned in the observations aceompanyhag the report of the
vessel, as well as in the despatch of the 23rd of JUIy which I had. previ-
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ously addressed to your Excellency from Santa, Catharina by the steamer
“ Princeza. Leopoldina.”

Herewith I have the honour to return to your Excellencytthe despatch
of the 25th instant, and the copy of the 8th of same month, from the
Minister of Foreign Affairs Which accompanied, your Excellency’s above-
mentioned order.

God preserve, 8w.
For the First Lieutenant, Commanding,

Delfino Carlos de Carvalho,
(Signed) JOSE DA CUNHA MOREIRA,

Second Lieutenant.

 

No. 161.

1%: Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received November 1.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, September 21, 1854.
WITH reference to my- despatches of the 12th ultimo and of the

6th instantfi“ I have the honour to transmit herewith the translation of
a note, dated the 16th of this month, and of its inclosures, Which I have
received from the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo
de Abreo, in reply to the last of the notes (dated the 18th of July last)
Which I addressed to his Excellency 0n the subject of the illegal sale of
Africans, and of Which a copy was inclosed in my first-named despatch of
the 12th ultimo.

It will be seen from these papers that the Africans referred to in my
note are, like all the rest, stated not to have been imported since the Law
of the '7th of November, 1831, nor to be as young as they were repre-
sented.

If no other good should result from this correspondence, at least the’ '
public scandal Will be avoided of the advertisement for sale of Africans
Whose stated ages imply their introduction since the Law in question,
consequently their illegal importation into this country.

I have, &C.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

Inclosure 1 in No. 161.

SenhorLimpo de Abreo to Mr. Howard.

(Translation) Rio de Janeiro, September 16, I854.
. THE Undersigned, 82¢, has already had the honour of acknow-

ledging the receipt of the note Which Mr. Henry F. Howard, &c.,
addressed to him on the 18th of July last, respecting the advertisement
published in the “Jornal de Commercio” of that date, of the sale at
auction of the two Africans Afibnso (Mina) and Guilherme (Mozambique),
the former of 22 and the latter of 23 Years of age, Whom Mr. Howard
supposes to have been illegally imported since the Law of the I7th of
November, 1831.

The Undersigned, in conformity with What he stated in his said note
to Mr. Howard, requested the Minister of Justice to furnish him with
Information respecting the fact mentioned by Mr. Howard; and being
now in possession of those elucidations, he has the honour of transmitting
them to Mr. Howard in the herein inclosed copies; N0. 1 «containing
the interrogatory, before the Chief of Police of this capital, of the
auctioneer Castro Bitancourt, With respect to the sale of the said slaves
Affonso and Guilherme; and N0. 2 the record of the appearance, declara—
tions, and minute examinations before the said magistrate concerning the
said slaves.

From these documents Mr. Howard will see that ‘the Africans in

“‘ Nos. 140 and 152.
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- question were not imported since the before-mentioned Law of the 7th of

November, 1831, and that it is also untrue that they are as young as is

stated in the advertisement.

The Undersigned, &Le. ‘

(Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO DE ABREO.

 

Inclosure2 in No. 161.

Interrogatory 0f Jose’Joaquim Coelho Castro Bitancom-t. _

(Translation.)

IN the year 1854, and on the 2nd of September, in the Police Office
of the capital, and before the Chief of that Department, Dr. Theophilo

Ribeiro de Resende, appeared Jose Joaquim Coelho Castro Bitancourt,

by Virtue of a summons of the said Chief, who put to him the following
questions:

Being asked what is his name, his age, eentiition, professor}, nationality,
and residence: he replied, that his name is 3086: Joaquim Coelho Castro

Bitancourt; that he is 32 years of age; is a bachelor, a native of the

Province of Minas; is an auctioneer, and resides at No. 93 in the Rua de
San Pedro.

Being further asked if the Africans named Aprnso (Mina), 22 years
old, and Guilherme (Mozambique), 22 years old, pomprehended in the
advertisement in the “ Jornal de Commercio” of the 18th of July last,
were sold, and to whom, and for whose account the auction was effected:
he replied, that the said slaves were not sold, and were advertised for
account and by order of Manoel Bernardes, who dwells in a warehouse
in the Rua de San Pedro, No. 93, who is the owner of Affonso; and that
the slave Guilherme was dehvered to him by José "Antonio de Carvalho;
that he neither knows him nor the place of his residence, but supposes
that he resides in the Rea dos Benedictinos, or iii the Rua Nova de San
Bento ; that both of the said slaves were returned tp the said Bernardes,
they not having been soid. »

He further said that he advertised the sale of those slaves in conse-
quence of written instructions from Manoel Bernardes and José Antonio
de Carvalho, both dated the 18th of July last, which be exhibited, and
remain in this office; it being seen from them that both these slaves are
24 years of age.

And the Chief of the Police has ordered the above to be recorded,
which he signs along with the respondent.

1, Jose Joaquim Ignacio de Almeida Lacerda, Amanuensis of the
Police Office have written this.

(Signed) RESENDE.
JOSE JOAQUIM COELHO CASTRO DE

BITANCOURT.

 

Inclosure 3 in N0. 161.

Record of Appearance, Declaration, and Emminations.

(Translation)

ON the 5th September, 1854, and in this Police Office of the capital,
appeared before Dr. Theophilo Riheiro de Resende, Chief of the Police,
Manoel Bernardes da Costa Silva and José Antonio de Carvalho, present—
mg. the slaves Affonso, of the Mina nation, belonging to the former, and
Gullherme, 0f the Mozambique nation, belonging to the latter; saying
that they were the persons who advertiseci, on the 18th of July last, the
sale of them by auctlon at the sale-rooms of Castro Bitancourt ; and that
the sale had not been effected, in consequence of no one choosing to bid
the prices asked for them.

The former further declared, that he has been five years in possession
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of the slave Alfonso, having purchased him, When already a Ladino, from

Manoel Antonio da Silva Pereira, as is seen from the title which he

exhibits.
And the latter states that he has been about six years in possession

of the slave Guilherme, having bought him at a public auction by order

of the Dr. Judge of the orphans in this city, as is seen from the certificates

of sale, of the tax paid, and from other documents eXhibited by him, and

which have been examined; both of the parties declaring that, with

regard to the advertisement of their ages being of 22 and 23 years, those

‘ are not their ages, because Affonso, purchased on the 2nd of August, 1849,

at the age of 20 years, as is seen in the bill of sale, must now be at least

25 to 26 years old, if not older, as is probable, and Which is likewise seen

in the receipt for the tax paid on the 29th of August, 1849; and that the

slave Guilherme was purchased, When 2'7 years old, on the 20th of July,

1852, as is seen from the receipt of the tax paid on that date, and must

now be about 29 years old.
They further declared that the statement in the advertisement of the

said slaves being younger, doubtless happened for want of due reflection,

and because it is the custom in public sales to mention probable ages, and .
always to make them out younger than they are, in order to effect more
advantageous sales of them. ,

And Agostinho do Nascimento Petra and Joaquim José Alves da
Fonseca being present, the Chief of the Police administered to them the
oath on the Holy Evangelists, charging them to examine the said two
slaves, and to state, on their consciences, Whether they appeared to be of

the ages mentioned in the advertisement, or if older, and in the latter

case, to state what are their probable ages; and to examine, further, if

they were imported after the Law 0-f-183], making inquiries for that

purpose of the said slaves of the periods when they came to Brazil, in

What vessels, where they landed, and who were their first masters ; all of

which they premised to comply with. And having made the said examina—
tions and inquiries they declared that the slave Afi‘onso must be from 28
to 30 years old, he having stated that he came from his country when
very young; was landed at Bahia; that he does not remember the name
of the vessel, nor of his first master. And that as to the slave Guilherme,

he appears to be about 26 years old, and stated that he landed at Ponta
do Caju, also when very young; does not remember the name of his
first master, who resided in the Rua da Prainha. And they said-nothing
more. »

And the Chief of Police ordered the foregoing to. be recordedkand
signs the same along with the presenters and surveyors; "

I, José Ignacio de Lacerda, have written this.
(Signed) RESENDE.

> MANOEL BERNARDES DA COSTA E SILVA.
JOSE ANTONIO DE ‘CARVALHO.
AGOS’I‘INHO DO NASCIMENTO PETRA.
JOAQUIM JOSE ALVES DA FONSECA.

 

No. 162.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Olarendon.—(Received November 1.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, September 21, 1854.

THE Project of Law, of which I had the honour to inclose a

copy in my despatch of the 12th ultimofi‘ brought into the Chamber of

Deputies by Senhor Wanderley, President of the Province of Bahia;

prohibiting the conveyance and transfer of slaves from one province of

the Empire of Brazil to another, came under discussion in that Chamber,

but was not voted upon previous to the close of the session of the Legis—
lature on the 12th instant, and consequently stands over until the next

sessxon. , ~

1" No. 138.
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This proposition met with considerable opposition, principally from
the members of the Southern Provinces, into which, as your Lordshlp is
aware, large transfers of slaves have lately taken place frora the Northern
Provinces. Its adversaries contended that it would be 1mpoht1c, and
moreover that it would be a Violation of the rights of property guaranteed
by the Constitution of the Empire, as it would prevent the owners of
slaves from disposing of them, like other property, in the best market: _

The supporters of the measure, on the other 11_and,‘. denied the vahdlty
of this argument, saying, that the Constitutlon, 1t was true, guaranteed
the rights of property, but that at the same time 1t eapressly adnutted of
limitations in the exercise of those rights When requtred 1n themterest
of the public good, a contingency which they contended was apphcable to
the ease in point. One member likewise remarked, that such a 11m1tatlon
in respect to slave property already existed, because although a proprietor
could kill his ox or his horse, he was not at liberty to slay hls slave.
Although the same members certainly brought forward in favourof the
proposal the philanthropic considerations connected With the object of
avoiding the separation of families, yet they prmmpally founded thelr

' arguments upon the impolicy of withdrawing from the northern sugar-
producing provinces the hands necessary for the cultlvatlon of the sell,
and thus exposing them to ruin, as also upon the danger of agglomeratlng
a large number of slaves 'in the southern towns, where they might be
easily replaced by free labourers, and in the southern provinces generally,
‘where the coffee plantations required much less manual labour.

The opponents persisted in maintaining, however, that the measure
would be unconstitutional, and in reply to the philanthropic considerations
urged by its advocates, they observed that the separation of families, by
dividing and Sending slaves from one part of a province to another, where
they had 110 prospects of reuniting. was tantamount and as cruel as that
involved in transferring them from one province to another. With respect
to an agglomeration of slaves on particular points, they contended that
the demand would regulate the supply, and that things would find their
own level;

As, nevertheless, a strong feeling was shown in fay'our of ‘the measure
on the part ofvthose Deputies whose interests are connected with the
Northern Provinces, as well as of those who consider that it would diminish
the evils of slavery, it is likely to be brought forward again..next session.

That party, likewise, out of. the Chambers, which has been always
strongly opposed to the Slave Trade, advocate it warmly. One of its
most distinguished members told me that he considered the first thing
that ought to be done would be to put a stop to the transfer of slaves
from one province to another, then to remove them from the towns to
the country, and attach them to the glebe, thus preparing the way for
emancipation. ‘ '

 

I have, 850.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 163.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Olarendon.——(Received November 1.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, September 2], 1854;

THE Project of Law, a copy of which I had the honour of trans-
mitting in my despatch of the 12th ultimof‘“ as introduced into the
Brazilian Chamber of Deputies by the President of the Province Of Bahia,
Senhor Wanderley, containing various humane provisions 'in favour of
aged or diseased slaves, did not come under discussion in" that Chamber
previous to the close of the session of the Legislature, thus standing over
till the next meeting of the latter. 7 '

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.
 

3* No. 139.
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N0. 164.

Mr. Howard to the Ea'rl of, Clarendon—(Received November 14.)

My Lord, , Rio de Janeiro, October 13, 1854.

I HAVE had the honour of receiving 'your' Lordship’s despatch

of the 5th ultimo, calling my attention to the remarks contained in

the despatch of the 4th of May from Mr. Campbell, Her Majesty’s

Consul at Lagos, of which your Lordship has forwarded me a copy, as to

the difficulty experienced by the emancipated slaves in Brazil, who have

acquired their own freedom, in procuring passages to Africa, and to his

suggestion that Her Majesty’s Consuls in the principal ports in Brazil

might possibly be able to assist them by their interposition.

In order to carry out, to the best of my judgment, your Lordship’s

directions to take any steps for this object that may appear to me practi-

cable, I have addressed to Her Majesty’s Consuls in this country the

circular despatch of this day’s date, of which I have the‘ honour to inclose

a copy, instructing them to afford every assistance in their power, when

the occasion presents itself, to these negroes, in any arrangements Which

the latter may be able to make for their passage to Africa. '

I have, however, distinctly given Her Majesty’s Consuls to understand

that I do not authorize them to make any pecuniary outlay on account of

Her Majesty’s Government in the execution of this instruction.

. The difficulty to Which Mr. Consul Campbell alludes, arises, I conceive,

principally from the want of sufficient funds on the part of the negroes,

and from the circumstance that the necessary number of them to freight

a vessel can rarely be collected together; consequently they are reduced to

availing themselves chiefly of passages in Portuguese and Brazilian vessels.

As your Lordship informed me, by your despatch of the 16th of

January of this year, that Her Majesty’s Government had been obliged

to abandon the scheme formerly entertained by Viscount Palmerston, of

affording a passage to Africa from Rio de Janeiro, to a number of free

negroes, at the expense of Her Majesty’s Government, I have not thought

myself at liberty to allow of any expenditure on this head, withoutspecial

instructions from your Lordship.
I have, 820. _

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

, Inclosure in No. 164.

Circular to Hm~ Majesty’s Consuls in South America.

Sir, ' Rio de Janeiro, October 13, 1854. v ,

I BEG t0 inclose to you the copy of a despatch* fromMr. Campbell,

Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos, t0 the Earl of Clarendon, which has been

transmitted to me by his Lordship, respecting the emancipated slaves in

Brazil, who have acquired their own freedom, and are desirous of returning

thence to the coast of Africa. V V

The Earl of Clarendon having called my attention to Mr. Campbell’s

remarks as to the difficulty which these poor people experience in pro»

‘ curing passages to Africa, and to his suggestion that Her Majesty’s

Consuls at the principal ports in Brazil might possibly be able to assist

these negroes by their interposition, I have, on my part, to direct your

attention to these points, and to instruct you to render every practicable

assistance, when the occasion may present itself, to the negroes in

question,vby advice‘and by aiding them in any arrangements they may be

able to make for their passage to Africa in British vessels, if possible,

according to Mr. Campbell’s suggestion, but if not, in such other vessels

' m which they may not be subjeéted to ill-treatment or imposition, as well

as by friendly interposition with the Imperial local authorities, in case of

such negroes experiencing any difficulties on the part of the latter, taking

* No. 4.

CLASS B.



I78 7 BRAZIL.

care however to avoid any undue interference likely to lead to irritation.
I beg you, however, distinctly to understand that I am not empowered to
authoi'ize you to make any pecuniary outlay 0n the account of Her
Majesty’s Government in the execution of thlssltnstructlon.

I am, e.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

N0. 165.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—~(Received November 14.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro,‘ October 13, 1854.
IN the evening of the 30th ultimo, Viscount Parana, the President of

the Council of Ministers, sent a gentleman of my acquaintance to me to
communicate to me that a rich planter of this province had informed him
that a Sardinian, purporting to be the captain of a shaver, to have been
bound to the Havana, but to have arrived ofi" the coast between Rio de
Janeiro and Cape Frio, partly dismasted, under American colours, and
with a cargo of Africans, had offered to sell him slaves at 40033000 (451.) per
head ; but the planter having refused to purchase any, the vessel had
stood out to sea with the apparent intention of proceeding northwards.

Under these circumstances, Viscount Parané announced that the
Brazilian Government would send out cruizers to take other measures,
and at the same time his Excellency invited my coopemtion.

I accordingly addressed a despatch the same evening to Commodore
Finch requesting him to send off one of Her Majesty’ss ships to cruize off
the suspected points, and, moreover, to convey the infermntion I had com—
municated to him to the Commanders of Her h'Injesty’s cruizers on the
station, a request which he lost 110 time in complying with.

[ further addressed despatches to Her Majesty’s Consuls at Rio de
Janeiro, Bahia, and Pernambuco, conveying to them the intelligence in
question, and enjoining upon them to keep a watch over suspicious vessels,
and to report to me any information they might obtain, instructing the
Vice-Consuls within their jurisdiction in the same sense. '

Yesterday morning Her Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘F Trident ” returned
from Cape Frio, without her Commander having obtained any information
concerning the vessel in question, and the result of the various inquiries
and investigations set on foot by' the Brazilian Government has
hitherto been that the report of her appearance was unfounded. The
planter, to whom I have referred, repeats that a person representing
himself to be the captain of the siaver had offered him Africans for sale;
'but the story appears to have been a mystificatien, although it is not
improbable it may have been got up by the slave—dealei‘s in order to sound
the ground with a view to some new speculations. ‘

I have, nevertheless, thought it right to report succinctly the above-
mentioned circumstances, in proof of the friendly manner in which
Viscount Parané sought my cooperation.

I spoke to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpo de Abreo,
to-day 0n the subject. He thought that a steam-vessel which had gone to
the assistance of a merchant-vessel which had been in distress near the
place indicated, might have been mistaken for a. slaver, but he assured me
that the Imperial Government would continue to exercise the strictest
vigilance. ' '

~I have, Ste. . '
(Signed) ‘ , HENRY F, HOWARD.

 



BRAZIL. 1 79

No. 166.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, November 21, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 13th ultimofi“ and I have

to acquaint you that I approve the circular instruction which you

have addressed to Her Majesty’s Consuls in Brazil, directing them to

assist the liberated Brazilian negroes in making arrangements for their

passage to Africa. ,
I am, 810.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 167.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, November 22, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 13th ultimofi reporting

the steps Which you took upon learning the report communicated to you

by Viscount Parana, that a slayer was on the coast to the north of Rio

Janeiro ; and I have to communicate to you my approval of your proceed-

ings in this matter.
I am, 8w.

_ (Signed) CLARENDON;

 

No. 168.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, November 30, 1854.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 28th of August}r I

transmit to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a. despatch§ from

Her Majesty’s ConsuI-General at Hamburgh, reporting the result of the

inquiries Which he had been instructed to make respecting the Portuguese

brig “ Emperz'encia.”
' I am, 8L0.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 169.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received December 18.)

MY’LOTd, ' Rio de Jdneiro, November 9,1854.

WITH reference to your Lerdship’s despatch of the Ist ultimo, 1|

I have the honour to state that I notified, under yesterday’s date, to the

Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, your ,Lordship’s approval of my

proceedings in the case of the free negro John, as reported in my despatch

of the 10th of (August lastflf » .
My motive ,in doing so was to show the continued interest taken by

Her Majesty’s Government in favour of the African race.

 

I have, 8m. ,.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

‘ N0. 164. 'I‘ No. 165. i No. 150. ‘ § No. 250.

u No. 142. . qr No.132.
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No. 170.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 18.)

My Lord, Rio de Janci-ro, Naivember 9, 1854.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 2nd ultimo, I beg to

state that I yesterday addressed a note ,to the Brazilian Minister for

Foreign Affairs, communicating your Lordship‘s approval of my proceed-

ings on the subject of the emancipation of the free Africans in the public

service of Brazil, as well as in the service of private individ uals, as reported

in my despatch of the 10th of August last*; my object being to give

weight to the representations I had made in their favour.

 

I have, 8L0. -
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

No. 1'71.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received December 18.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, November 9, 1854:.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I yesterday
notified to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs the approval con-

veyed to me in your Lordship’s despatch of the 5th ultimo, of the
notes WhichI had addressed to his Excellency 0n the 17th and 18th of
July last respectively, relative to advertisements offering for sale African
negroes Who, from the ages attributed to them must have been introduced
into Brazil since the year 1831.

I took the same opportunity of communicating to his Excellency
your Lordship’s approvals contained in your despatches of the let and 3rd
of July, of my previous notices of the 5th and 10th of May, relative to
the advertisement of the illegal sale of a young Afriqan negress, and to
the baptism, in the first instance as a sIave, of the daughter of a free
negress.

. I have, &c. , ,
(Signed) / HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

1N0. 172.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December. 18.)

MY Lord, Rio de Janeiro, November 13, 1854.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch to me of the 1st ultimofl‘
I have the honour of inclosing the copy of a note which I addressed on the
8th instant to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, and in which I
have taken the opportunity afforded by your Lordship’s approval of my
application to his Excellency on the subject of the emancipated African
Hilario, who had been detained in the House of Correction of this capital,
to remind him that I have not yet received an answer to my subsequent
note of the 24th of August (a copy of which was transmitted in my
despatch of the 1st of Septemberht) relatiVe to the' other “emancipated
Africans, in circumstances similar tothose 0f Hilario. ’ s

> I have, Ste.
(Signed) ' HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 134. 1~ No. 143. 3; No. 151..
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[nclosure in No. 1'72.

Mr. Howard to Smhor Limpo dc Abrea.

Sir, (Rio (Zr: Janeiro, November 8, 1854.

HAVING transmitted at the time to the Earl of Clarendon, Her
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copies of my
note of the 17th of July last to your Excellency, and of your Excellency’s

note to me of the 19th of that month, on the case of the emancipated
African Hilario, then detained in the House of Correction of this capital,
and of other emancipated Africans similarly circumstanced, I have the
honour to acquaint your Excellency that I have received a despatch from
his Lordship, dated the [st ultimo, communicating to me his approval of
my application to your Excellency, as well as of the intention Which I had
announced of keeping my attention directed to this matter.

In the meantime I have not failed to transmit likewise to the Earl of
Clarendon, a copy of your Excellency’s note to me of the 22nd of August
last, acquainting me With the orders issued by his Excellency the Minister
of Justice, for the restoration of the said Hilario to full liberty; as well as
of my note to your Excellency of the 24th of the same month, thanking
your Excellency for that intelligence, whilst again claiming your good
offices in order to obtain the complete liberty of the other emancipated
Africans detained in the House of Correction under circumstances similar
to those of Hilario, but to Whom no reference is made in your Excellency’s
above—mentioned note. ~ »

Not having yet been honoured by your Excellency With areply to
my note, -I beg to recall the subject of it to your recollection ; for
although I feel confident that your Excellency will have interested your-
self in behalf of the Africans in question, nevertheless I am desirous of
being enabled to inform Her Majesty’s Government, on your'EXcellency’s
authority, not only that they have been placed in the possession of full
liberty, but likewise that the Imperial Government Will take measures in
order that there may be no unnecessary delays in conferring that blessing
upon such ether Africans as may have obtained, or may be entitled to,
their emancipation.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

No. 173.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.~—(Received December 18.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, November 13, 1854'.

‘ AT an interview Which I had yesterday With the Brazilian Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Senhor Limpode Abreo, I remarked that I feared the
withdrawal, in order to form part of the contemplated navalexpedition
against Paraguay, of the Brazilian steam—‘vessels hitherto employed in the
suppression of the Slave Trade, as well as of those lately purchased at
considerable expense in England for the same purpose, might lead to a
revival of that Traffic.

I stated that, according to the information I had received, the slave-
dealers here had written to their friends and associates in Portugal, that
the circumstance of the proposed withdray‘val of the vessels in question,
as well as of the diminution of the British squadron, consequent upon
the attention of Her Majesty’s Government being new directedto the
Baltic and Black Sea, Would afford a favourable opportunity for‘Slave
Trade speculations to this country ; and I inquired of his Excellency What
arrangements the Imperial Government intended making to replace the
cru1zers so removed. ' ' '

_ Senhor Limpo de Abreo replied that the same inf01‘mati011 had been
given to him, but that the slave—dealers would find themselves mistaken,



182 BRAZIL.

for the Brazilian Government would not relax their vigilance, and the

steam-vessels referred to would be replaced, although in great part by
sailing-vessels; but should it be necessary the Goverument would
purchase small steamers expressly to serve as cru1zer's agalnst the Slave
Trade.

 

I have, &C.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD,

No. 1'74.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Howard“

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, December 29, 1854.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 13th ultimofi“ and I have

to state to you that I approve the note Which you addressed to the
Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 8th of" that month, again
calling his attention to the case of the emancipated Afrlcans who were
illegally detained in the House of Correction at R10 de Janelro.

I am, &0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 175.

The Earl of Clmendon to M1". Howard?

Sir, Foreign Ofice, December 29, 1854.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 13th of November,’r in
which you give an account of a conversation which you had had with
Senhor Limpo de Abreo, respecting the facilities which appeared likely to
be given to Slave Trade by the withdrawal of Brazilian men-of-war from
the coasts of that country, I have to state to you that Her Majesty’s
Government trust that the Brazilian Government Will adhere to the
intention expressed by Senhor Limpo de Abreo, of taking measures to
replace the vessels in question.

I am, 8w. '
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 176.

Mr. Howard to the Earl of C'larendon.—(Receéved January 14', 1855.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, December 7, 1854.
IN my despatch of the 13th ultimofi“ I had the honour of trans-

mitting to your Lordship a copy of my note of the 8th of that month
to the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs, reminding his Excellency
that I had not yet received an answer to a former note of mine on the
subject of certain emancipated Africans detained in the House ofCorrection
of this capital. 2

I now beg to inclose a translation of a note of the 5th instant, which
hasbeen addressed to me by Senhor Limpo de Abreo, stating that the
Imperial Decree of the 28th of December of last year, which applies to the
cases of such Africans, is being- carried out, audithat the Imperial Govern-
ment are disposed to grant emancipation to those Africans Who, having
cotnpleted fourteen years in the service of private individuale, are entitled
to 11: under that Decree. “

Having myself visited the House of Correction a short time ago, I
ascertamed that the emancipated Africans, in whose favour I had
luterestedvmyself, belonging to the class who had served private indi-
v1duals, had been set at liberty; and I likewise learnt with gratification

* No. 172. V + No. 173.
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that the worthy director of that establishment, Senhor Falgfio, was taking

measures t0 ameliorate the condition of the free Africans employed in it

who had been fourteen years in the service of the State. '
. I have, 8L0.

(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Inclosure in No. 1’76.

Senhor Limpo de Abreo to MT. Howard.

(Translation.) Rio de Janeiro, December 5, 1854.

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the notes Which were addressed

to me under the dates of the 24th of August and 8th of November of the

present year by Mr. Henry F. Howard, &C.

In the former Mr. Howard returns thanks for the certificate of eman-

cipation Which the Imperial Government ordered to be granted to the

freed African named Hilario, he being thus placed fully at liberty, under

certain conditions.
In the latter Mr. Howard claims the extension of similar favours to

other Africans, who, being under identical circumstances, and having

served private individuals during the space of fourteen years, were

emancipated in virtue of the Decree of the 28th of December last.

Having brought the subject of these notes to the knowledge of the

Minister of Justice, calling upon him for the necessary elucidations, his

Excellency has just stated to me that the said, Decree is being carried

out, and that the Imperia‘: Government are disposed to grant, in the

manner therein established, emancipation to those Africans who, having

completed fourteen years’ service of private individuals, are entitled

to it. ,
Replying thus to the two above-mentioned notes, I avail, 8m. .

' (Signed) ANTONIO PAULINO LIMPO ,DE ABREO.

 

No. 177.

The Earl of Clarendon to 1117. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, January 20, 1855.

WITH reference to your despatch. of the 7th of; December last,

inclosing a copy of a note from the Brazilian Minister €01“ Foreign Afi‘airs,

in which he states that the Imperial Decree of Becember 28, 1853,

for the emancipation of negrees who have completed fourteen years of

service, was being carried out, I have to inform you that Her Majesty’s

Government approve your proceedings in this matter, and have learnt

with satisfaction that the emancipated. Africans in Whose behalf you had

interested yourself had been set at liberty.
‘ I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 178.

.Mr. Howard to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 20.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, January 24, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship herewith a translation

of a Decree, signed. on the 10th instant by the Emperor of Brazil, and

published yesterday, imposing a fine of 2035000 to 200$000 (2!. 58. to

221. 103.), and the penalty of imprisonment for eight days, upon the

captains or masters of vessels who, contrary to the provisions of the

Regulations of the Slst of January, 1842, shall convey slaves from one

province of the Empire to the other Without passports.
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The principal object of this Decree I understand to be, to restrict the
practice, which is now carried on upon a large scale, of sending slaves
from the northern provinces to the market at Rio de Janeiro, and by which
those provinces are deprived of the necessary hands for field labour.

It Will likewise be available for impeding the transfer from one
province to the other, and particularly to this province, of' slaves of
hotoriously bad characters, With the View of obtaining a, better price for
them than where they are known, as well as of negroes and others, of
Whom it may be presumed that they either have been‘, or are intended to
be, illegally reduced to slavery.

It has been remarked that several assassinations of their masters and
suicides have lately been committed in this province by slaves imported
from the northern provinces.

. I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY F. HOWARD.

 

Iiiclosure in N0. 178.

Decree.

(Translation) .Mim'stry of Justice. .

IT is my pleasure, in execution of the Law No. 261 of the 3rd of
December, 1841, to decree the following:

Article 1. Those captains or masters of vessels who, contrary to the
provision of the 70th Articie of the Regulation No. 120 of the 31st of
January, 1842,511-(111 convey slaves from any one of the provinces to
another of them without passports, will incur the fine of 2055000 to 200$000,
and be imprisoned eight days, independent of the criminal penalties
to which they may be liable, and the slaves are to be detained until it be
proved Who are the proprietors, by whom sent or by whom received, if
they should not be well known persons. ,

Art. 2. The said fine and imprisonment are to be imposed by the
police authorities, in the port of departure, in any port Where the vessel
may touch during the voyage, or in the port of her destination, in the
manner prescribed in the 80th Article of the said Regqlation.

José Thomas Nabuco de Amujo, one of my Councillors, Minister and
Secretary of State for the Afi'airs of Justice, is to cause this to be carried
into execution.

Given at the Palace of Rio de Janeiro the 10th of January, 1855, the
thirty-fourth year of 1ndependence and of the Empire. .

, ' (Signed by the EmperOr.)
(Countersigned) JOSE THOMAS NABUCO DE ARAUJO.

 

N0. 179.

The Earl of Clarendon to M'. Howard.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, _March 28, 1855.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of a.

despatch which I have received from Her Majesty’s Cons’u] at Bahia, and
of the answer)“ which I have returned to him respecting the right of the
Brazilian, authorities at Bahia to exact securities from- foreign vessels
taklng a. portion of their cargoes from thence to the west coast of Africa.

, ' _ I am, &c. -
(Signed) ‘ CLARENDON.
 

* Nos. 185 and 191.
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. No. 180.

Consul lilorgan to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Receivecl May 13.)

(No. 3.)
My Lord, Bahia, March 3]., 1854.

I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship the accompanying

lists, Nos. 1 and 2, 0f the trade between this port and the coast of Africa.

during the quarter ended this day.
I have, &C.

(Signed), JOHN-‘MORGAN, Jun.

 

CLASS B.
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No. 181.

Acting Consul Wetherell to the Earl of Clarendqm.—(Rcceivcd
August 14.) '

My Lord, , Bahia, June 30, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the
accompanying lists, Nos. 1 and 2, of the trade between this port and the
coast of Africa during the quarter ending; this day.

I have, 8w.
(Signed) JAMES WETHERELL.
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No. 182.

Act'ing Consul Wetherell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received
August 14.)

My Lord, thia, Jmm 30, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the half-

yearly return of the prices of slaves in this city.

' I have, &C.

(Signed) JAMES VVETHERELL.

 

Inclosure in N0. 182.

RETURN of the Prices of Slaves within the district of the Consulate of

Bahia, at the respective times underme‘ptioned.

 

f- (1' D b 31
For the 113.1 year1§n53ing ecem er ’ F01' the“ haIf-year ending June 30, 1854.

 

 

  

Description.

Currency. Sterling. ‘ Currency. Sterling.

Reis. Reis. £ 5. (1. £ 3. d. ‘Eis. ‘ Reis.. i? s. 11. £ 3. (1.

African Makes 7005‘ to 800,? 81 13 4 to 93 6 8 750,5‘1'4) 900,5" 85 18 9 to 103 2 6

,, Females 650$ 750$ 75 16 8 87 10 0 7005 800,5‘ 80 4 2 9113

Creole Males 800$ 900$ 93 6 8 105 0 0 850,9 950$ 97 7 11 108 17 1

,, ,, with professions.1,000,§ 2,0003 116 13 4 233 6 8 1,0005 2,000}; 114 11 8 229 3 4

,, Fmales 700$ 800$ 81 13 4 93 6 8 750,3 850$ 35 18 9 97 7 11 
 

(Signed) JAMES WETHERELL.
British Consulate, Bahia, June 30, 1854. i ,

 

N0. 183.

Acting Consul Wetherell to the Earl of Clareudon.——(Recei-ved
' December 4.)

My Lord, ' Bahia, September 30, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that aJoint Stock
Company has been formed in this city, for the promotion of the introduc-
tion of Chinese into the province of Bahia.

In consequence of slaves having been sent in large numbers to the
southern parts of' the Empire, and the mortality common amongst the
blacks employed in agriculture, a great want of labour has arisen in this
Province, the planters being unable to supply this; deficiency from fresh
importations 0f negroes, as was formerly the case.

The introduction of free labourers amongst the slave population on
the sugar estates is a dangerous experiment, and however ably the
present scheme may be conducted, I much fear that the result will not be
at all commensurate with the expectations entertained regarding it.

Artificers, servants, and workmen are not so much required here,
although it is the intention of the Company to promote their immigration
a so.

It does not appear that any privileges or immunities are intended to
be conferred by Government upon the colonists When the term of their
contract for servitude has expired. '

. I have, &c.
(Signed) JAMES WETHERELL.
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No. 1.84.

Acting Consul Wetherell to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Recez’ved
December 4.) ,

My Lord, Bahia, September 30, 1854.

I HAVE the hondur to lay before your Lordship the accompanying

lists, Nos. 1 and 2,.of the trade between this port and ‘the coast of Africa

during the quarter ending this day.
I have, &c. _ V

(Signed) JAMES WETHERELL.
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No. 185.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of C'larendom—(Received March 1, 1855.)

'1va Lord, Bahia, December 26, 1854.

A QUESTION of a novel nature, but of some iinportance—as the

Slave Trade can now be considered as extinct at this port—has attracted

much attention 01' late on the part of the Consular body and commercial

community, Which makes it incumbent on me to acquaint your Lordship

thereof, and to solicit your instructions when the misapplication of

Brazilian regulations should require my assistance for the protection of

British shipping and interests on similar occasions. V
The French ship “Camelia” from Havre, arrived in this port on the

31st October last. On giving entry at the custom-house the master

presented two manifests of his cargo, one showing that a part was

destined for Bahia, and the other in transit for Whydah on the coast of

Africa. Both manifests were legally documented by the French autho-

rities at flame, and in like manner certified by the Brazilian Consul, in

accordance with the fiscal regulations of the Empire.
After discharging her cargo for this destination, the “ Camelia” took

a portion of the produce of the country, but when ready to proceed to sea

was refused a clearance, on the plea that she must give security for the

value of the ship as well as for the cargo which she brought from Havre

(composed of 156 bundles of staves for pipes, and 678 barrels of cowries)

Ivylhich had been legally shipped and cleared at the aforesaid port of

avre.
This pretension on the part of the export department gave rise to

much comment, and one and all naturally supposed it would have been

resisted as a most unwarrantable assumption tending to supervise the

acts of the fiscal authorities of a foreign country, which alone pessessed

the right to understand the laws bearing on its own navigation.

I regret to acquaint yourLordship that notwithstanding the advice

asked of the Netherlands Consul and myself, by the master and consignees

of the “ Camelia,” against the arguments adduced by us and others to the

Chancellor of the French Consulate, now acting as Consul, on a like

application, the latter consented, and, as 1 am told, advised, themaster to

obtain and to give the security in question ; thus subjecting his flag to a

regulation Which can only be intended to apply to Brazilian shipping, or

to such foreign ships that took suspected cargoes at a port of the Empire,

but which certainly could never be legally applied to a vessel in transit

competently cleared by the fiscal authorities of her own country on a legal

adventure. _
This question is one of importance at the present moment, inasmuch

as the trade from Great Britain and other parts of Europe indirectly with

the coast of Africa through this port is on the increase for the supply of

palm-oil; and if such a regulation is to be binding on foreign shipping,

aside from the restrictions imposed by Treaties on their respective

eountries, to which Brazil is no party, it would tend to exclude‘many

British vessels from accepting favourable charters For that destination,

as many consignees are not to be found Who would. like to subject them—

selves to such onerous responsibilities when once their trade is acknow-

ledged to he a bone? ‘fide legal one by their own authorities, and who

expect their flag shall be exempt from the misinterpretations of the

common principles of international custom “and right.
As I can only consider such an assumption onvtho part of the fiscal

authorities of this port, supported, as I understand, by the Imperial

Gover11ment,as a s-us-i generis mode of applying their own regulations,

similar in every respect to the pretension already manifested in relation

to the Netherlands ship “Gohvei'neur Van der Eb,” which was the subject

01' my despatch of 6th June, 1853fr‘ I believe it will be my duty to resist

such a pi'etension, unless instructed by your Lordship to the contrary.

-.: See Class B, presented 1854-, No. 172.

Cmss LB.
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A precedent, however, is now establishedhy the Acting—Consul of a.

powerful nation, which will only strengthen Slmllal‘ :pretensmnshand on

like occasions place other Consulates who should attempt to remst them

in a false and invidious position.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

No. 186.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Morgan.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, February '7, 1855.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 18th of August, 1853,*

stating that you had been informed that the unusuel quantities of rum

and tobacco {vhich were then being shipped at Bahia for the coast of

Africa were intended to be employed in the purchase of slaves, I transmit

herewith, for your information, an extract of a deepetchf Whlch I have

received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Lagos,_confirm1ng the correetness

of your report above mentioned, and contauuug lni‘formatlon _relat1ve to

your periodical lists for 1853 of vessels trading between Bahla and the

coast of Africa. I am, &c. ‘

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 187.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Mqrgan.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, February 21, 1855.

I HAVE received a despatch from Mr. Campbell, Her Majesty’s

Consul at Lagos, inclosing a. cepy of a letter which he addressed to you

on the 14th of December last, containing information respecting the trade

' carried on between Bahia and the coast of Africa; and I have to instruct

‘you to communicate to Mr. Campbell, from time to time, such intelligence

respecting the equipment of vessels at Bahia, or any movements connected

with the Slave Trade, as you may consider likely to prove useful to him

in his endeaVours to thwart the proceedings of the slave-dealers.
I am, &0.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 188.

Consul Morgan in the Earl of Clarendon.-—-(Received March 20.)

My Lord, Bahia, January 1, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the quarterly returns of
the navigation to and from the coast of Africa.

At the same time I feel great satisfaction intacquainting your Lord-
ship that no sign of any description appears to exist to prove that the
trade With the coast of Africa is not a legal one. The greater part of the
shippers to the coast are now respectable individuals who represent various
establishments in Europe, all of whom, from What I have been able to
collect, are interested in the supplies received from that quarter in a fair
barter for the produce of this country. Nevertheless, the provincial
authorities are vigilant, and I apprehend there is little fear of the Slave
Trade being revived at this port. ,

I have, &C. '
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

* See Class B, presented 1854, No. 176. + No. 32.
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No. 189.

Consul Morgan to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Receivecl March 20.)

My Lord, Bahia, January 1, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the half-

yearlv return of the prices of slaves in this elty.

J I have, SLC.

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclosure in No. 189.

RETURN of the Prices of Slaves within the District 01' the Consulate of

Bahia, at the respective times»; undermentmned.

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

1

For the half-year ending December 31,
For the half-year ending June 30, 1854. 1354.

Description. ,__ mmm.-.» ‘ » ._..,._._.. N...__

Currency. Sterling. Currency. ' Sterling.

Reis. Reis. £ 3. d. #3 s. d. Reis. Reis. 56 s. d. .6 s. d.

African Males ... ... 750§‘to 900$ 85 18 9t0103 ‘2 6 9005‘ to 1,000,3105 0 0 to 116 13 4

,, Females 700$ 800$ 80 4 2 9113 4 850$ 9505‘ 99 3 4 11016 8

Creole Males 8505‘ 950$ 97 711 10817 1 1,000; 1,100911613 4 128 6 3

,, ,, withprofession5..1,ooos 2,000.5x 11411 8 229 3 4 1,5005% 2,000,;9‘175 0 0 233 c 8

,, Females ... 7505‘ 850,? 8518 9 97 7 11 9005‘ 950,51l105 0 0 11016 8

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN;.Jun., Consul.
, British Consulate, Bahia, January 1, 1855.

 

N0. 190.

Consul Morgan to the Earl Qf Clarendon.——(Received March 20.)

My Lord, Bahia, January 4, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a list showing the number of

slaves exported from this port to Rio de Janeiro during the past year.
. It'appears to’me that the Imperial Government’s attention has been

called to this subject since the publication of my despateh to your Lord—
ship of the 2nd of January, 1854, inasmuch as the President of this
province, Senhor VVanderley, brought forward a motion in the General
Legislative Assembly at Rio de Janeiro during its last session to prohibit
this exportation.

In a long discussion his Excellency then proved its immoral
tendency, and the great injury it inflicted on the northern provinces, by
draining them of their population. His motion was not carried, on the
plea that it interfered with private property, and With its free disposal,
and _wou1d, moreover, estrange the commercial relations between the
provmces.

The Imperial Government, however, have not entirely overlooked the
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matter, as the Imperial Decree No.1,530, of the 10th of January last,

provides in a more stringent manner for the responsibility of merchant
masters who carry slaves Without passports from one port to another,
thus evading the heavy export dutv imposed by certain provincial laws
against such a drain on their agricultural population.

I have, &C. _
(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun.

 

Inclosure in No. 190.

LIST of Slaves exported coastwise from Bahia to Rio de Janeiro, with Passports
granted by the Authorities of this City.

1854. N0.

January and February . . . . . . 127
March . . . . . . . . . . 50

April . . . .. .. .. .. 98
May . . . . . . . . . . . 53

June . ..' .. .. .. ’.. 27

July . . . . . . . . . . . 24

August . . . . . . . . . 219

September . . . . . . . . . . 166

October . . . . . . . . . . 265

November . . . . t . . . . . 212

December . . . . .L . . . . 151

Total . . . . .. . . 1,392

(Signed) JOHN MORGAN, Jun, Consul.
British Consulate, Bahia, January 4, 1855.

 

No. 191.

The Earl qf Clarendon to Consul M'org'tm.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, March 28, 1855.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 26th of December last,

mentioning the arrival at Bahia of the French ship “ Camelia,” from
Havre, a portion of whose cargo was destined for Whydah. You state,
that when that vessel was ready to proceed to her destination, the master
was required to give security to the amount of the value of the ship, as
well as of the cargo in transit, which demand was complied with upon
the advice of the French Consular Agent; and you request instructions for
your guidance in the event of a similar demand being made by the
Brazilian authorities in the case of" a British vessel.

I have referred the matter to the proper Law Officer of the Crown,
who has stated, that as you do not cite or refer to the particular Brazilian
Law or Regulation under which security was required in the case of the
“ Camelia” and her cargo, he is unable to advise with regard to the course
which you ought to pursue, if a British vessel should be similarly
situated. .

But I have to observe, that the compliance of the French Consular
Agent with the demand in- question, renders‘itprobable that there was
some ground for it in reason or in law. For, if vessels bound to the coast
of Africa. call at a Brazilian port, and there ship cargo, it does not appear
unreasonable for the Brazilian authorities to require security that such
cargo shall not be in any manner used to promote slave-trading.
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Our own laws, as to all matters connected With slave-trading, and

more particularly as to the export of any goods which may be, even in a

remote and indirect manner, employed in such Traflic, are very severe

and exceptional; and I have to state to you that Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment would be unwilling to appear disposed to nesist any measures

adopted by Brazil with the bond jide object of preventing the Slave

Trade.
I am &c

(Signed) ’ ‘ éLARENDON.
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No. 192.

Consul Vines to the Earl of Clarendon.—'(Received September '11.)

My Lord, Pam, July 28, 1854. '
, I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch under date the 2nd of March last, desiring me to add a third
column to the half—yearly returns of the prices Of slaves, to show what
the prices were during the previous half-year.

I have the honour to observe to your Lordship, that for some years
past no return has been made of the prices of slaves in the district of this
Consulate, there being no slave-market within the province.

Slaves are occasionally sold by private contract, but their prices
rarely transpire; and When any of the few small estates worked by slave
labour haVe exchanged owners, the slaves are all invariably included in
the sale of the property.

In the prices current of this city, the value of slaves is not quoted,
unlike the other commercial ports of this Empire, where, from the larger
slave population, they form important and regular articles of commerce.

' _ I have, 8w.
(Signed) SAMUEL VINES.
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No. 193.

Pro-Consul Krausé to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Reqeived September 13.)

My Lord, Paraiba, June 30, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith incglosed, my half-yearly

return of the price of slaves within this Consular district, together with

that of the foregoing half-years. ‘
I have, 8m.

(Signed) HENRY KRAUSE.

 

Inclosure in No. 193.

RETURN showing the Price of Slaves in the Province Qf Paraiba, Brazil, from

January 1 to June 30, 1854, together with that of the two foregoing
half-years, so far as the same can be ascertained by Her Majesty’s
Pro-Consul at Paraiba.

 

 

 

 

 

\

Price of Slaves during the three half-years.

Class of Slaves. ‘ _
1853. 1853. 1854.

January l—June 30. July 1—December 31. January l—June 30.

Agricultural.
1 Rs. 700%000 Rs. 700%000 Rs. 7508000

M395 - -' £82 510 £82 510 ' £84 7 6
r Rs. 650/3000 Rs. 650/3000 Rs. 700/3000

Females -1 £77 3 9 £77 3 9 £7815 0

Mining.

Males . «
There are none 'of this class in the Province.

Females

Domestic.
M 1 { Rs. 800%000 Rs. 800§7§OUO Rs. 9005000

*“5 ‘ -' " £95 0 0 £95 0 a . £1015 0
F 1 Rs. 8005000 Rs. 800/3000 ‘ Rs. 850/3000
““5 £95 0 0 £95 0 o £9512 6

Newly Imported. I

Maies . . . . .
None have been imported during these eighteen months.

Females . .

 

(Signed) HENRY KRAUSE, Pro-C’omul.
British Consulate, Pamiba, June 30, 1854.
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N0. 194.

Acting-Consul Vredenburg to the Earl of Clarendon.—-'-(Recerived
May 13.)

My Lord, Pe'rnambuco, April 8, 1854.

I HAVE great satisfaction in informing your Lordship that there
has been 110 renewal in this province of the African Slave Trade during the
quarter ended 31st March. ,

In my despatch of the 16th of January,5g I mentioned to ,your

Lordship that there were rumours of an intended landing of slaves

in the neighbourhood of the Rio Francisco. Since thattime two of
Her Majesty’s steamers, and two Brazilian sloops of war, have been
constantly cruizing 0n the coast without seeing any vessel of a suspicious
character. I am therefore induced to conclude, that if the intention

of landing slaves in that quarter has ever existed, it has now been
abandoned.

 

I have, &C.
(Signed) WATSON VREDENBURG.

, No. 195.

Acting-Consul V'redenbwg t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received
. August '7.)

My Lord, Pernawnbueo, July 5, 1854;
I HAVE the satisfaction of informing your Lordship that there has

been no renewal of theAfrican Slave Trade during the Quarter ended the
30th June. » '

‘ ' I have, 8L0. ‘ - "
rSigned) WATSON VREDENBURG.

 

No. 196.

Actz’ng-Consut Vredenburg to the Earl of Clarendon.———(Rece-ived
October 31.) ' ' ’ -

My Lord, ‘Pernambuco, September 30, 1854. ‘

I HAVE much satisfaction in informing your Lordship that there

has been no renewal, in this distriet, 0f the African Slave Trade during
the quarter ended this day, t ' ‘

‘ ‘ I have, 8L0. , : l
(Signed) WATSON VREDENBURGQ,

 

* See Class B, presented 1354, No. 195.
CLASS B’. ‘
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No. 197.

Consul Vereker to the Earl of Clm'endon..———(Rqceived July 15.)

My Lord, Rio Grande do Sul, Mag 26, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Lord Wodehouse’s

despatch of the 29th March last, and to thank ypur Lordship for the
copies therein transmitted 0f the Act 59 Geo. III, cap. 120, respecting the
registry of slaves. ‘

I take the liberty of inclosing by this opportunity a communication
which I have addressed this day to Her Majesty’e Minister at Rio de
Janeiro, pointing out the steps I propose to take in reference to the above
subject, in the event of receiving no contrary instructions from him.

I have, 8w.
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.

 

Inclosure in No. 197.

Consul Vereker to Mr. Howard.

Sir, Rio Grande do Sul, J‘Jay 26, 1854.

LORD WODEHOUSE, with the sanction of Her Majesty’s Principal
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, has communicated to me copies of
the Act 59 Geo. III, cap. 120, relating to the registry of slaves of certain
British Colonies, prior to the abolition of slavery therein.

From the inquiries I have instituted on this subject it appears to me
that the passing of an Act for the registration of slaves in any province of
Brazil, comes within the attributes of the Provincial Legislature of that
Province, and I am convinced that much benefit to the country might
result from, the adoption of some of the provisions of the British ”Act ; for
not only might it prove a convenient source of revenue, and check the
purloining and surreptitious sales of slaves, but it would probably stop
altogether the Traffic within the country of persons of colour illegally
treated as slaves, and whose chances of regaining their liberty are neces-
sarily diminished each time they are transferred to some new reputed
owner; and I may add that the adoption of such principles of law would
prove a most useful engine in the event of measures being at a future
timeadopted for the gradual abolition of slavery.

It is my intention to avail myself of an, early opportunity to recom-
mend, in a private manner, to the President of this province the application
to his district of some of the principles of the Act 59 Geo. III, cap. 120,
and to test the feelings of leading persons on the subject; but if any
official communication should be desired, I shall applylfor your instruc-
tions prior to taking any such step.

In the event of my further inquiries leading to the conviction that a
law with provisions similar to those of the British Act for the Registration
of Slaves might be passed by some of the Provincial Legislatures without
opposition from the Central Government, it would probably prove advis-
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able that other Consuls in Brazil should have the Act communicated to
them; I merely throw out this remark as a preliminary suggestion but
will have the honour of keeping you informed of the success or othei‘wise
which may attend my proceedings upon this subject in this district.

I have, 8w.
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.

 

No. 198.

Consul Verelcer to the Earl qf Clarendon.~—(Received August 14.)

(Extract.) Rio Grande do Sul, June 22, 1854:.
I HAVE the honour to inclose for your Lordship’s information some

documents having reference to a reported landing of Africans on the
frontiers of the Province of Santa Catharina, where it adjoins this pro-
vince on the coast.

Your Lordship will perceive from these inclosures that persons of
considerable influence in this province are believed to have not only
sanctioned, but to possess interests in, this reported flagrant violation of
law, as also in the landing of Africans which occurred near the same place
in the year 1852. ,

 

IncloSure l in No. 198.

Consul Vereker to the President Q)" the Province Qf Rio Grande do Sul.

Rio Grande do Sul, June 20, 1854.

THE Undersigned, the Honourable Henry Prendergast Vereker, Her

Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Rio 'Grande do Sul, &c., has the honour to
bring to the knowledge of his Excellency Senhor Jofio Luis Vieira
Causausfio de Sinimbu, President of this province, that he has received

information that a large number of Africans were landed on the 11th and

12th instants, for introduction as slaves into this province, at a stream

called Iguay, not far from the town of As Torres, near the frontiers,

The landing, it is stated, was effected from a vessel believed to have

proceeded from the coast of Africa, the Africans being disembarked“ from

that vessel to a yacht which proceeded, from the coast of this province or

that of the province of Santa Catharina, and Which aftefwards landed all

the Africans in the neighbourhood of As Torres, when, apparently by

pre—concert with the people of the coast, they were immediately distributed
in the country.

The Undersigned, 8m.
(Signed) , H. P. VEREKER.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 198.

Consul Vereker to Mr. Howard.

(Extract) ’ Rio Grande do Sul, June 20, 1854.

A REPORT, with much appearance of truth, has reached me of a

landing of a largenumber of Africans on the frontiers of the Province of

Santa Catharina where it borders this province on the coast.

I have the honour to inclose copies of letters on this subject, from

Which you Will derive the details of the information received by me.

I have also communicated information of this report to Her Majesty’s

Consul at Santa Catharina, and also to the British Vice-Consul ate Porto

Alegre, and to the ofiiCers of the Brazilian Government here.
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Inclosure 3 in No. 198.

Consul Vereker to Consul Callander.

Sir Rio Grande do Sul, June 22, 1854.

I HAVE received information of the landing of a large number of

Africans at a stream called Iguay, on the frontiere of the Province of

Santa Catharina where it touches this province on the coast.

The landing is stated to have been effected frpm a coasting—vesse],

Which received the negroes from a larger vessel, supposed to have come

from the coast; of Africa. ‘

The landing of these Africans so close to the frontiers appears to have

been planned with the object of avoiding the vigilance of the authorities

of this province, by possessing the power to pass the Africans, in case of

ursuit, over to the Province of Santa Catharina.

I trust, therefore, you Will give me such assistance as lies in your

power, in order that, by procuring the liberation of these negroes, or by

depriving the projectors of the scheme of the profits they expect from their

inhuman speculation, :1 Check may be presented to such attempts in

future. ‘
I am sure I need not call your attention to the importance of stopping

the vessel which appears to have brought these Africans, if it should enter

into any port of your district for provisions or other purpose.
I have, 8Ld.

(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 198.

Consul Verelcer to Vice-Consul Avetinc.

(Extract) , » Rio Grande do Sul, June 20, 1854.

I AM informed that there was effected a landing of a large number of

Africans on the 11th and 12th instants, at a stream‘ called Iguay, on the

frontiers of the Province of- Santa Catharina where it adjoins this province,

these Africans being landed from a. small coasting-yessel Which received

them from a larger vessel.
I am led to think that it is intended to introduce these Africans as

slaves in this province, distributing them at first in the neighbourhood of ‘

Torres and San Antonio da Patrulha.
I have to instruct you to inquire particularly into this case, and to

{egort to me, Without delay, any details that may come to your know-

e ge.
I understand the majority of Africans landed on both these occasions

are young, from 9 to 15 years of age.

 

No. 199.

Consul Vereke'r to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 14.)

My Lord, . Rio Grande do Sul, June 30, 1854.

V I HAVE the honour to inclose memoranda, showing the arrivals and
departure of persens by this port during the past six months ; this paper
bemg prepared Wlth the _V1'ew of testing the diminution of slavery in this
provmce durmg that period; ' ' ' ’ ' '

_ I have, &C.
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.
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Inclosure in No. 199.

RETURN showing the diminution of Slavery, by the Arrivals and Departures of

Slaves and other persons through the Port of Rio Grande do Sul, during
the six-monthly period ended June 30, 1854.

British suly'ecw.

Arrived 5
Departed 54

Decrease of British subjects in Province, m'd this Port . 49

Free Foreigners (excluding Soldiers).

Arrived . . . . . . . , . . 514
Departed . . . u . . . . 534

—.

Decrease of free Foreigners in Province viii this Port . 2O

Slaves (accompanying their Masters).

Arrived . . . . . . . . . . 31
Departed . . . . . . . . . V 66

Decrease of these slaves in Province m'ti this Port . . 35

Slaves (fiw sale).

Arrived . . . . . . l4
Departed . . . . . . 65

Decrease of these slaves in Province 1:17? this Port . 51

Total decrease in slavery by departures of slaves m'zi
this Port . . . . . . . . 86

(Signed) H. P. VEREKER, Consul.
British Consulate, Rio Granule do Sul, June 30, 1854.

 

N0. 200.

Consul Verelcer to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received August 14.)

My Lord, Rio Grande do Sul, June 30, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose a return, showing the average prices
of slaves at this port during the past six months.

Itrust the manner in which these prices‘ have been compared with
those prevalent in the six—monthly period preceding will meet the views
expressed in your Lordship’s deSpatch of the 2nd of March last.

. I have, &C. ‘
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.
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Inclosure in No. 200.

RETURN showing the Average Prices of Slaves in the Province of Rio Grande
do Sul, Brazil, during the six months ending Jone 30, 1854.

 

Difference in price in
Average price 111‘51x’monthly periods to last six months.

 

 

 

    

Classes of Slaves. December 31, 1853. June30, 1854. ‘ Increase. Decrease.

Currency. Sterling. Currency. Sterling. Sterling. Sterling.

Reis. e s. (1.. Reis. 1: 5‘. ct. as g. 01. £ .9. d.

Agricultural.

Males . . .. 720%000 78 0 0 710%”000 76 18 4 . . 1 l 8

Females . . .. 68043000 73 13 4 6755’000 73 2 6 . . 0 10 10

Mining. None,

Domestic. ,

Males q. ,. 780%000 : 84 10 0 79559000 86 2 6 1 12 6

Females . .. 740g000 i so 3 4 74059000 so 3 4

l
Newly Imported. None imported within the past six months, as yet known positively,

though a report exists of a. cargo having been landed on the 11th instant.  
Exchange at 2s. 2d. per milreis.

(Signed) I-I. Pt 'VEREKER, Consul.
British Consulate, Rio Grande do Sul, June 30, 1854.

 

No. 201.

Consul Verelcer to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Reoeived August 14.)

(Extract) Rio Grande do Sul, June 30, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to submit to your Lordsiiip’s consideration the

following observations, intended to review the state of slavery and the

SlllaveiTrade in this Consular district during the twelve months ending
1; is ay. . ‘

' I have the satisfaction to premise that, according to the information
possessed by this Consulate, no attempts to renew the Slave Trade from

Africa. to this district have occurred during the past twelve months.
Your Lordship will perceive from the haif—yearly returns of the prices

of slaves, that the prices inthis district have varied but little during 'the

past twelve months; nevertheless some slaves have been sold at unpre-

cedented high prices, and the tendency of prices is evidently upwards.
From memoranda. which I have taken the liberty to transmit to the

Foreign Office, to show the departures and arrivals of slaves by this port,

it appears that during the past twelve months the number of slaves that

departed exceeded the number of those that arrived by 184; but this

number does not include those Who may have left for other provinces
overland, or who may have escaped from servitude, and necessarily not

those who have been granted or who have purchased their liberty. If
these causes, which tend to lessen the number of slaves in this district,
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are taken into consideration, it will be perceived that the number of slaves

have considerably diminished in this district during the past twelve

months.
The introduction coastwise of any slaves for sale in this province is a

subject calculated to excite suspicion, for not only are the average prices
in the northern ports, from which they come, higher than in this district,
but on entry here there is an additional tax to pay; besides, these trans-

actions are usually conducted by natives of Portugal: however, in justice
to the authorities of this place, it may be observed that this Consulate, in
the inquiries instituted with regard to the negroes thus brought from

other Brazilian ports, has not hitherto discovered that any of them were
persons Who could legally claim their liberty.

It must, nevertheless, be acknowledged that the laws of Brazil, as at

present carried out, are wholly insuflicient to prevent what might be
called an illicit internal Traffic in Slaves, I mean, the selling as slaves of
persons of colour who are not slaves, even according to the Brazilian laws.
To show that such a Traffic does exist, it seems only necessary to refer to
the fact that comparatively few of the Degrees who have been landed from
Africa since the enactment of the Brazilian laws declaring that such
persons should be considered free, have since had their liberty recognized :
it is also well known that slaves are often stolen from their proprietors in
order that they might be sold. It appears evident that if the Brazilian
laws were efficient to impede the internal Slave Trade referred to, the
preponderant majority of the negroes imported into Brazil since the year
1831, would now have obtained their freedom, and that the sales of slaves
.by persons who are not their owners, and have no authority from the
owners, could not take place, and much less the kidnapping of free persons

to be sold into slavery. 7
The laws now in force, which seem to apply to the above-mentioned

cases, are those Which impose taxes on the possession or attainment by
transfer of a slave, the tax called “ meia sisa ” being the principal. But
seemingly no sufficient proof that the person transferred is really a slave
is required by those whose duty it is to execute these laws ; the presenta-

tion of the deeds of transfer, and, in the event of the person sold coming
from another port, of a passport, seem to be esteemed a proof sufficient.
Such being the case, it will be deemed superfluous to refer to the wide
field which so lax a method opens to the detestable practices of slave-
dealers, who by the enhanced prices of slaves, are daily the more enticed
to engage in such demoralizing and inhuman proceedings as are repre-
sented by the illicit internal Slave Trade above mentioned.

It would seem that the surest means of permanently obstructing such
transactions might perhaps be found in the enactment and enforcement of
% rigid law for the complete and efficacious registration of slaves in
ram .

It may be incidentally remarked that the efforts of persons of colour,
illegally held in slavery, can rarely be relied on as a means whereby they
will procure their own freedom, as the apathy of these people is extra-
ordinary, and after being retained in illegal slavery for some years, they
seem to abandon all hope of obtaining their freedom. This remark applies,
not only to subjects of the Oriental Republic treated as slaves in this
province, but with greater force to negroes brought in previous years
from Africa.

1 may be pardoned for availing myself of this occasion to call your
Lordship’s attention to a question which appears of importance in connec-
tion with the diminution of slavery : namely, to the haying and selling of
slaves by the subjects (other than those of Her Majesty) of countries in
which slavery does not exist.

With regard to this question, I would observe that, though there
might be presented some sort of apology for the introduction of negroes
from a savage state to a country where they may learn some of the
customs and ideas of civiiization, yet for the buying and selling of human
beings by foreigners residing in those countries where slaveryexists, there
appears n0 sort of excuse. These transactions ate generally had re: erse
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to merely as a measure of economy, because it is found cheapetto purchase

a slave than to hire free persons, or even slaves, whilst the lnlquity and

inhumanity Of the proceeding remains'in all its.repuls1veness, and the

principle of not trafficking in human beings remains outraged as fully as

it would have been by the importation of negroes from Africa.

I would further observe, that in the most important towns of Brazil,

and other countries where slavery exists, there are a large number of

foreigners ; and if it were once established that Dorie such should buy or

sell slaves, the moral effect to be expected from the declaration, and still

more from the maintenance of such a principle, would doubtless penetrate

to the natives of the country, showing in the most Perceptible manner the

horror With which any trafficking in human beings 1s Viewed by the most

civilized nations of the world. . . .

At present British subjects remain almost alone in their des1re not to

have dealings in slaves, but though the position thus occupled is most

honourable to the British nation, still it cannot be concealed that the

object in view, the utter extinction of slavery in all parts of .the world,

would be sooner attained if other nations were to adopt the philanthropic

measures heretofore sanctioned by the British Legislature.

Two methods by which the object mentioned might be advanced

present themselves; the first the enactment of laws, in the countries where

slavery exists, prohibiting foreigners from buying or selling slaves therein,

and such laws might perhaps be popular, as the immediate effect would

probably be an augmentation in the hiring of slaves; the second method

referred to would consist in the promulgation by foreign natlons of Views

similar to those contained in the British Acts which refer to the purchase

or sale of slaves by British subjects resident in foreign countries, such

views to control their respective subjects in whatever country residing.

The moral effect of either of these measures could not fail of being very

powerful and beneficial. .
A report of a landing of Africans on the 11th and 12th instant at the

frontiers of the Province of Santa Catharina, for introduction into this

rovince, has reached this Consulate; but as the report is not yet fully

confirmed, it is not further referred to in this retrospect.

A feeling seems to be gradually growing in this province, that before

very many years slavery will cease to exist in this part of Brazil ; the

mildness of the climate acts not only as an incentive to the natives to turn

their thoughts to labour, but also induces immigration from other

countries; whilst the facility with which the natives can here undertake

labour, and the progressively increasing immigration, gives to those in
this district 3. power to dispense with slave-laboui‘ in a greater degree ‘

than is possessed by those residing in the warmer latitudes. Thus the

departures of slaves from this district to the northern provinces greatly
exceed the arrivals from those parts, and as the stopping of the Slave
Trade is calculated to augment largely the prices of slaves in the northern

provinces, Where free labour is rare as compared with this district, and

where the want of slave-labour is not likely to be immediately supplied

by immigration, it follows that the necessities of the northern provinces

willmaintain there a higher comparative price for slaves than those of
this district will admit of here. It seems, therefore, that it may be
concluded that the prices of slaves in these parts of the Empire will be
regulated by those in the warmer latitudes, and that, the demand in the
latter continuing with higher prices, slaves will gradually be withdrawn
from hence to supply that demand, until the limit is reached when the
value of the slave in the northern provinces, will be so manifestly in excess
of the advantages torbe gained from his sertfices here, that the exportation,
as it were, of the remaining slaves to the intertropical provinces Will
necessarily result, and practically have the effect of extinguishing slavery
in this district.

Meantime no efforts are made by the natives to accelerate an event of
such vital importance and interest to them: they seem blind to the fact
that it‘is slavery which scares away their expected immigrants, which
checks their growth, which corrupts their manners 5 and that it is only
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necessary for them to root out from among them this baneful evil, in order
to reach that position of wealth, progress and enlightenment to Which
their rich country, their earnest desire to advance, and their many
excellent qualities, entitle them to aspire.

 

No. 202.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Verelcer.

Sir, Foreign Qfi‘ice, September 6, 1854.-

I HAVE received your despatch of the 22nd of June last, reporting
that a landing of Africans had been effected on the 11th and 12th of that
month, on the frontiers of the coasts of Rio Grande and of St. Catherine’s;
andI have to express to you my approval of the steps which you took
on hearing of that occurrence. ,

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 203.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Verelcer.

Sir, Ferez'gn O_fiice, September ’7, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 30th of June lastfi‘ inclosing
a return of the prices of slaves at Rio Grande do S111 during the six months
ending on that day; and I have to inform you that I approve the manner
in Which you have shown the comparison between those prices and the
prices prevailing during the preceding six months.

I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 204-.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Verelaer.

Sir, Foreign O_flice, September 8, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 30th of June last,T and
I have to express to you my approval of the able and interesting report

on slavery and the Slave Trade in Rio Grande do Sul contained therein.
I am, 8m.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 205.

Consul Vereker to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received September 13.)

(Extract) Rio Grande do Sul, July 21, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inelose a tralislation of a note, dated the 30th

ultimo, which I received from Senhor J050 Luis Vieira Causausao de
Sinimbfi, the President of this province, in reply to the note which I had
addressed to him on the 20th ultimo, of which 1 inclosed a copy to your
Lordship in my despatch of the 22nd ultimo. I also inclose translations
of eight documents transmittedwith the President’s despatch.

* No. 200. + ND. 201.

CLASS B. ‘
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Your Lordship will perceive from these papers, that the President of‘

this province inclines to the belief that the landing of Africans, 1f effected,

was on the frontiers, but within the territory, of the Provmce of Santa,

Catharina.
.

] have also the honour to submit to your Lordship a copy of the

note I this day addressed in reply to the President. In that reply, I have

alluded to the absence of special instructions, to the police officers

guarding the coast, to arrest with a view to punishment those res1dents

in the country who might receive, or in any manner trade in, Afrlcans after

their landing, as I believe that this is a duty not sqthJently attended to,

and that by the strict punishment of such persons the most powerful

means will be found for extinguishing the Slave Trade.

I have to add that I have transmitted to Her Majesty’s Minister at

Rio de Janeiro translations of the President’s despatch of the 30th ultimo

and of my reply.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 205.

The President of Rio Grande do Sul t0 Consul Verelcer.

Palace of the Presidency in Porto Alegre,
(Translation) June 30, I854.

THE official despatch of the Honourable Henry Prendergast Vereker,

Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul in Rio Grande, dated the 20th instant,

was before this Presidency, communicating to me that he received infor—

mation that a large number of Africans had been disembarked in this
province on the 11th and 12th instant, in the district of Torres, in a river

called Iguay, this debarkation having been effected by a vessel which

arrived from the coast of Africa, which passed oyer the Africans to a

yacht, Which landed them there with the previous accord 0f the inhabi-
tants of the place, amongst Whom they were distributed. And this

Presidency taking into due consideration the information given by the

same Consul, proceeds to give him notice of all the provisions which it

has given in relation to this business, communicating to him the informa-

tion which it has received from those places, and by which the Presidency

believes either that such debarkation was not effected, or, if it were, that

it was done in a district of the Province of Santa Catharina, outside the
control of thejurisdiction of this same Presidency.

I shall, however, begin by assuring the Honourable Henry Prender-
gast Vereker, that as Brazilian and as Delegate of the Imperial Govern-
ment, whose orders I perform with the loyalty which I pride myself (in
possessing, I am especially engaged to give the last blows for the total
extinction of the abominable Traffic in Africans ; and accordingly as soon
as during the past month I received from the Imperial Government a con-
fidential notification, instructing me that a debark‘ation of Africans on
the coasts of this province, near the coast of the Tnamandahy river, was
being projected, I caused to leave this capital two detachments of police,
commanded by two officers of confidence, giving them the instructions
appearing from the copy inclosed.

By these instructions the police of the coast. was divided into two
parts, the one being commanded by Captain Marcelino José de Carmo,
charged to overrun it from the bar of the River 'I‘ramandahy towards the
south to the town of Mostardas ; the Presidency, fearing that the traders
should have recourse to those places with the intention of crossing the
small extension of land which separates the sea from the Lake dos Patos,
to accomplish their crime in that direction. The other part was confided
to the command of Captain Francisco Antonio de Moraes, he having in
his charge the police from the bar of the same River Tramandahy on the
northern side to Torres, the limits between this provinc: and that of
Santa Catharina; and as the Presidency feared that such a debarkation
might also be effected in the territoryof that same province, it authorized the
same Captain Moraes to penetrate therein in case of justifiable necessity.
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Both these detachments left on the 22nd ultimo; and until the
lst instant nothing occurred.

On the 9th 1 received from Captain Francisco Antonio de Moraes
the despatch inclosed dated the 4th, and written from the Estancia
do Meio, in the which he told me that he had received from the
Delegate of Police of the City of Laguna the official despatch
communicating to him that a debarkation 'of 150 Africans ‘had taken
place on the days lst to 3rd of May, in the River Tramandahy; in
regard to which he requested information. The circumstance of his
having already passed by Tramandahy, where he did not encounterran‘y
thing, the fact of this official (lespatch being brought by the Whole
detachment of police which were guarding the coast of the Province of
detachment that a packet-boat suspected of being employed in the
Traffic, was sailing off and on between the heights of Santa Martha.
Santa Catharina from Laguna t0 Torres, and the notice given by the same
and Conventos, caused Captain Moraes to suspect the sending of that
official despatch, and, in consequence, availing himself of the authority
which he had, he entered into the territory of the adjoining province.

Under date of the 7th instant, Captain Marcelino officially addressed
me from Cerquinha, imparting to me his proceedings, and affirming that
no debarkation had occurred to the south of '1‘ramamlahy, and communi-
cating to me that he was informed Captain Moraes had proceeded to
Torres. On the 9th, the same Captain again wrote to me, imparting that
he had received from Captain Moraes a copy of the official letter of the
Delegate of Laguna, and then affirming that the notice of this debarkation
in Tramandahy was false.

Finally on the 23rd I received the last inclosed despatch from Captain
Moraes, dated the 18th, and written from the same place, the Estancia do
Meio, in which he relates the result of his searches in the territory of the
frontier province. This Presidency calls the attention of Her Britannic
Majesty’s Consul to this (lespatch, for he will see that the suspicion of
Captain Memes was well founded ; that the packet-boat, which was sailing
off and between Conventos and Santa Martha, in the Province of Santa
Catharina, had all the appearance of being a slaver; that according to
the information collected it occasionally tried to enter the bar of the
River Araringua to efiect its (leharkation, but that on one of those occa-
sions a steamer in pursuit having approached, it made sail and disap-
peared; and as up to that period it had not returned again, the same
Captain agreed to return to the territory of this province.

These are the official informations which this Presidency has received
respecting this affair, which, as a proof of the sincere obligation in which
it is to persecute the criminal slave-traders, it makes a duty to lay in the
presence of Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, pledging to him yet more,
that on this occasion it is going to expedite an express to Captain Moraes
ordering him that he should proceed to take up the position at the bar of
the River Araringua in the Province of Santa Catharina, until the
respective President, to whom it will give an account of all, can order 1': i111
to be relieved by a force of that same province; the same Consul {wing
also able to indulge in the certainty that if, by the new information which
the Presidency is proceeding to solicit, it should be discovered that any of
the agents of the Government, in the performance of this commission, has
not fulfilled his duty‘ he will be duly punished.

This Presidency finally offers to the consideration of the Honourable
H. Pendergast Verekcti, Her Bi'itannic Majesty's Consul, a copy of the
confidential despatch which, by this vessel, it has received from the
President of the Province of Santa Catharina, regarding this samesubject,
and begging him that he Will have the goodness to continue to supply it
With all the information which he may be able to collect, and avails, 831C.

(Signed) JOAO LUlS VIEIRA CAUSAUSAO DE SINIMBU.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 205.

General Order.

(Translation.) Porto Al'egre, May 22, 1854.

THIS Presidency having motives to suppose that some contraband

traders in Africans attempt means to pursue this criminal and abominable

Traffic, without remembering that, transgressing the laws of the country,

they compromise the national dignity, and it being in the duty-of thls

same Presidency to impede, by all the means 1n its power, that this crime

should come to be realized within the territory of this Province, it has

resolved to order Captain Marcelino José do Carmo, that, having under
his command a detachment of the corps of police, which Will be given to
him, he should march without delay to the coast of Tramandahy, to form
the police guard of those parts, and principally t9 capture and pursue
any traders in Africans who perchance pretend to effect there any debar-

kation.
On this same occasion, and for the performance of an identical

commission, the Presideney has named the Captain of the National
Guards, Francisco Antonio de Moraes. The police of the coast from the
north of the bar of the River Tramandahy, up to Torres and Mampitaba,
being in charge of the latter; and in that of the former, the south of the
said bar of ’l‘ramandahy, up to Mostardas. Both these officers will help
each other reciprocally in the performance of this important commission,
as much in the'means of guarding the coast to discover suspected vessels
Which might attempt the land, as in the arrest of the Africans and pursuit
of their introducers. Each of these ought repeatedly to exchange commu-
nications, that they may be aware of all occurrences, in the certainty that
any recompense to which they may have claim by the good performance
of this commission, Will be divided between them equally, and without
other difference than the excess of zeal which each one may show.

In case any debarkation should be realized, the first duty of each of
those entrusted with the police Will be to communicate with the other,
and immediately With this Presidency, pointing out the place of debar-
kation, and the direction that the contraband traders took; and the one
of the two to whom this communication may be directed, ought to march
to help the other, both working in common accord, with the principal
object of apprehending the Africans, and above all to seize their intro-
ducers, Whatever may be their position, causing them with all security to
proceed to this capital.

Any of the officers charged With this duty, who may require the
aid of the National Guard or of the people, Will request it in the name
and by the order of this Presidency, presenting the inclosed official order;
and in the event of its being advisable to enter into an extern province in
the pursuit of the introducers of Africans, they can do it, giving notice to
the authorities in the place whereby they may pass, of the object for
Which they go, requesting aid, and begging the quick transmission of the
inclosed despatch to the Most Excellent President of‘ the Province of Santa
Catharina. T0 the soldiers Who may be employed in this duty, it will be
ordered to make an allowance of 300 reis (7%d.) daily7 if their maintenance
cannot be obtained for less, according to the accounts which the respective
commanders may present. The President of the Province recommends
to the officers charged with this service the most faithful execution of the
present order.

(Signed) JOAO LUIS VIEIRA CAUSAUSAO DE SINIMBU.
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Inclosure 3 in No. 205.

The Commandant of Police at Torres to the President of Rio
Grandc do Sul.

(Translation.)

Most Excellent Sir, Estancia do Meio, June 1, 1854.

HAVING overrun the coast, in accordance with your Excellency’s

order, and even sending to the other Province to Conventos, and nothing

new having occurred,I have decided to occupy the centre of the coast,
leaving a detachment in the town of Torres and another in Tramandahy,
judging this guard thus more secure, conforma'bly as your Excellency

has deigned to intrust me.
This is all I have to bring to your Excellency’s knowledge.
God preserve, 3w.

(Signed) FRANCISCO ANTONIO DE MORAES.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 205.

The Commandant of Police at Torres to the President of Rio
Grande do Sul.

(Translation.) Encampnwnt near the Estancia do Meio,
Most Excellent Sir, Juno 4, 1854.

HAVING received a despatch from the Delegate of Police of the
city of Laguna, Province of Santa Catharina, in which he warns me that
there was a debarkation of 150 Africans on the 1st to the 3rd of May,
in the River‘Tramandahy; as I have overrun this coast from the same
Tramandahy up to Mampitaba, I could not know a place where they.
could have disembarked. In consequence of the adjoined despatch which
your Excellency will see, and from the only detachment Which existed
from the city of Laguna to the River Mampitaba having come to bring
the same despatch, I suspected this withdrawing of forces, and from the
same commander of the said detachment telling me that a packet—boat,
which every one said were Africans whom they wished to disembark, was
proceeding from Santa Martha to Conventos,l resolved to pass to the
same Province with 11 soldiers, to take cognizance of these notifications,
leaving in the same Tramandahy a corporal and a soldier, andanother
detachment of 3 soldiers in the centre of the coast; on this same occasion
I wrote officially to Captain Marcelino José do Carmo to approach nearer
to Tramandahy, until I should return to my post.

This is all I have to bring to your Excellency’s knowledge.
God preserve, &c.

(Signed) FRANCISCO ANTONIO DE MORAES.

 

Inclosure b in N0. 205.,

The Delegate of Police at Laguna to the Commandant of Police at Torres.

(Translation.) », Delegacy of Police of the City of Laguna,
Sir, May 31, 1854.

THIS Delegacy being informed that, on the 1st to the 3rd instant, a
debarkation of 150 Africans was effected 0n the River Tramandahy, it is
right that you should inform me With all the circumstances as minutely as
possible, in such regard, declaring what was the name, the quality, and
nation of the ship, of the loader, the captain, and crew, from whence it
proceeded, where it was prepared, on whose account the negotiation was
made, who are those involved therein, who assisted the debarkation,
whither proceeded the Africans, by Whom were they distributed ; as also
all the other circumstances which you can collect, briefly enlightening me
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0n the subject; and as it is possible that some ef these Africans may have

departed my this province, would you also enlighten me in order that it

may be discovered where they are, that they may be apprehended in what.

evei' place they may be, even though they should. alreatly have been

sold. I hope that you may inform me, Circumstantially, 1n order that

I with greater certainty may enlighten the Government of this provmce.

(Signed) JOSE ANTONIO FERNANDES V IANNAH

 

Inclosure 6 in No. 205.

The Commandant of Police Do Carma to the Pmsident of Rio
Grande do Sul.

(Translation)

Most Excellent Sir, Cerquinlza, June 7, 1854.

I IMPAR’I‘ to your Excellency that on the 26th. of the last month, I

arrived at the house of Fermiano José Luiz Ozorio, distant one league

from the bar of the River ’l‘ramandahy, and as the weather, in con-

sequence of the great rain which there was, did not give an opportunity

to proceed, I arranged to make some inquiries from persons of the same

house relating to the service, according to the instructions and orders

which were entrusted to me by your Excellency.

On the 29th I betook myself With the detachment to the bar of the

said river, and passing one league and a half to the other side of the same,

to the house of Manoel Alves, near the shore, trying to discover whether

Captain Moraes was already occupying that point, and on the Slst I was

able to reach the town of Serra with two soldiers of my command, who

returned informing me that the same Captain had proceeded to the

neighbourhood of Torres.
On the lst I again passed the same bar betakihg myself to Silveii‘a,

this being a place beyond which the bad weather did not allow me to

advance. On the 3rd I departed for Cerquinha, distant two leagues, and

near the coast, from which I have not neglected to adopt all precautionary

measures to the end of fulfilling properly the commission with which I am

entrusted.
It rests with me to submit to your Excellency that from this place to

Mostan‘las there are twenty-one leagues, and that I find myself deprived of

horses, in consequence ofthe denial which some residents of this coast make,

telling me that they are without horses for the use of their establishments,

and it is on this account that I have made small stoppages, and even in

consequence of the bad state of the roads. At this date I follow for

Portririnha, at two and a half leagues distance, and shall follow With some
(lays’ delay up to the height of Mostardas; and as soon as I can obtain

an improvement in the animals, 1 shall return to remain in Guintfio, which

I judge the centre, in order that the necessary watehes should he placed

to discover any indication there may he of a deharkation by the said

traders. .
It also rests with me to expose to your Excellency that some horses for

sale have appeared at the price of 6 or '7 dollars, and as I am not fortified

With an order for such an object this is the motive why 1 have not

purchased them ; it being of much urgency, in order each day to exercise

frequent vigilance over‘the shore, since the place where there are resources

of water and pasture is always distant from the shore from one to two

leagues, and without having a change of horses it remains more difficult
to perform well the service. v

This is all I have to bring to your Excellency’s knowledge; also,

indeed. at this date Senhor , who is here, and one soldier, proceed

to receive the arrears of the pay of the said soldiers;
(Signed) MARCELINO JOSE DO CARMO.
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Inclosure 7 in No. 205.

The Commandant of Police Do Carma to the President of Rio
Grande do Sul.

(Translation) Near the Bar of Tramandahy,
Most Excellent Sir, June 9, 1854.

I TRANSMIT to your Exceilency’s hands the inclosed copy of the
despatch directed to me by the Captain charged with the commission from
Torres, at the other side of Tramandahy; and as it appeared from the
said despatches that 150 Africans had already disembarked, I planned
immediately to countermarch for the said River Tramandahy, and
minutely to make the necessary investigations, in regard to the inhabi-
tants of the place; and as it was not possible for me to discover such a
debarkation, and from there not being any indications with regard to such
an object, I left two soldiers of confidence, to await with all vigilance, and
to impart to me any movement of vessels upon this point, and at this date
I return to overrun the coast up to the point which was marked out to me.

This is all I have to communicate to your Excellency.
God preserve, 8m.

(Signed) MARCELINO JOSE DO CARMO.

 

Inclosure 8 in N0. 205.

The Commandant of Police at Torres t0 the President of Rio
Grande do Sul.

(Translation) Encampment near Estancia do Meio,
Most Excellent Sir, June'18, 1854.

HAVING passed the frontiers of the Province, as l communicated to
your Excellency in my official despatch dated the 4th instant, and having"
inquired respecting the packet—boat (palhabote) which was between.
Conventos and Santa Martha, the residents informed me it was engaged
in the Slave Trade, and the pilot of that bar told me that the said vessel.
had on various occasions tried to enter within the bar, and a steamer in
pursuit having approached the said vessel on one of those days, it made
sail anddisappeared, and I judge that the point of debarkation is-between
the said hills, because there is no force of any kind, because the bar of
Araringua is very free from impediments ; also from the pilot telling
me that there are always six palms of water When it is dry, and that the
said vessel draws less water; and that the said river is navigable up to
the Hill dos Auzentes, district of Vaccaria, and from meeting with a yacht
within the said river, and from its being customary that more vessels of
commerce should enter, and from there being in Santa Martha an anchorage
where the sea remains always calm. I agreed to withdraw, because I
did not know the success of the said steamer. This is what your Excel-
lency has ordered in this respect.

(Signed) FRANCISCO ANTONIO DE MORAES.

 

Inclosure 9 in No. 205.

The President of St. Catherine’s to the President of Rio Grande do Sul.

(Translation.) Government Palace, Santa Catharina,
Most Excellent Sir, June 21, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge as received your Excellency’s
confidential despatch of the 22nd May last, communicating to me your
having had a denouncement that a vessel was attempting to effect a,
landing of Africans on the coast where are the limits of these two Provinces,
and that in order to impede it, and to apprehend the Africans, and to
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ursue the traffickers in case they should effect the object, you had

charged the Captain of the National Guard, Francisco Antonio de Moraes,

authorising him to pursue them even into this Province, communicating

with the authorities of this Province, and requiring from them the neces-

sary aids. Having expedited similar orders to the authorities of Laguna,

I am informed that, in common accord with the said Captain, they employ

themselves in repressing the Traffic in Africans, and in giving no quarter

to the traders, whom on every account we ought to persecute.

God preserve, 8L0.
(Signed) JOAO JOSE COUTINHO.

 

Inclosure 10 in No. 205.

Consul Vereker t0 the President of Rio G-rqmde do Sul.

Sir, Rio Grande do Sul, July 21, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt: of your despatch

of the 30th ultimo, with the documents therein inclosed, and to thank

your Excellency for the frankness with which you have communicated

With me on the subject to which that despatch refers.

I am sure the Government of Her Majesty the Queen will learn With

satisfaction of the zeal and energy with which your Excellency is deter-

mined to check any attempts to renew the Slave Trade in this Province.

I avail myself of the opportunity to express my full confidence in the

sincerity with which your Excellency is prepared to act in this matter.

The clear instructions which the Presidency has issued to the police

authorities charged with watching the coast, if carried out With efficiency,

cannot fail on this occasion to have a very useful result. Your Excellency

Will allow me to call your attention to an emission, inadvertent, perhaps,

but nevertheless of great importance; Iailude t0 the absence of special

directions to arrest, with a view to punishment, any residents of the coast

Who may receive or purchase any Africans illegally lauded; for it is by

punishing those residents in the country who purchase, receive, conceal,

or in any manner trade in Africans after landing, that the rightful liberty

of these unfortunates will be secured, and the fatal blow given to these

wicked and detestable speculations in Africans Which retard the progress

of this Empire, and are specially injurious to the best interests of this

Province.
Your Excellency may rest assured that I shall communicate to the

Presidency any important and authentic information that may reach me

of the landing of Africans, projected or effected.

From a consideration of your Excellency’s despatch of the 30th ultimo

and its inclosures, I am led to believe that the river called in my despatch

of the 20th of that month the Iguay, is the same as that alluded to by

your Excellency as the Araringua, and though out of the bounds of this

Province, yet there can be no doubt that any Africans landed there were

deharked so near to the frontiers of this Province that they might be

introduced here ; thus a doubie duty rests on the authorities of both

provinces that they should frustrate the success of this attempt of reviving

the Slave Trade, an attempt which has, I am inclined to believe, been

long since planned, and which, if successful on this occasion, will neces-

sarily lead to further speculations of the same criminal kind.

‘ I avail,&c. ‘
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.
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N0. 206.

The Earl of Clarendon t0 Consul Vereker.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, October 1, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 21st of July, inclosing copies
of further correspondence Which had passed between the President of
the Province of Rio Grande do Sul and yourself, respecting the reported
landing of a cargo of slaves 011 the frontiers of Santa Catharina, on the
11th and 12th of Jone last, and I have to inform you that I approve of
the note which you addressed to the President on the 21st of July.

With reference to this alleged landing of slaves, I transmit to you
herewith a copy of a despatch" which I have received from Her Majesty’s
Minister at Rio de Janeiro, inclosing a translation of a note addressed to
him on the 12th of August by the Brazilian Minister for Foreign Affairs,
in which Senhor de Abreo states that the report of such landing is entirely
without foundation; and I have to desire that you Will ascertain and report
to me whether you were in reality misinformed on this point or not.

I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 207.

Consul Vere/cer to the Earl of Clarendon. ~(Received October 12.)

My Lord, Rio Grande do Sul, August 14, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to inclose the translation of a further note I

received from the President of this province, in reference to the reported
landing of Africans in the Province of Santa Catharina, near the frontiers
of this province; and also translations of the documents transmitted
with the President’s note, consisting of two despatches from the President
of Santa Catharina, and of one from the Chief of Police of that province.

In these documents, it is attempted to prove that the alleged landing
of Africans was not efl'ected; but this conclusion is drawn from, it appears
to me, very insufficient grounds : the reasons adduced are at least not of
that force to induce me to disbelieve the statements I have received from
several trustworthy individuals, who affirm that a landing was successfully
accomplished, and Whose opinion in this respect seems shared by very
many of the inhabitants of the coast from this port to the Araringué.

I have the honour also to inclose a copy of the despatch I address on
this subject to Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro; and to state
that I have communicated to Her Majesty’s Consul at Santa Catharina
the explanation given by the President of that province, of the conduct
of the Delegate of Laguna.

Finally, I submit to your Lordship a copy of the reply which I address
this day to the President of this province. Having regard to the fact
that very few of the Africans landed at Tramandahy in the year 1852
have been discovered by the authorities, I cannot hope that the various
correspondence Which has taken place relative to the report which
reached this Consulate of a landing at the Araringua (in a far more
diflicult country) Will lead to the release of any negroes who may have
been disembarked ; but I trust, nevertheless, it will not be without useful
results, specially in urging the authorities of this and the adjoining
province to renewed energy, and to a more combined system of action.

I have, &c.
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.

 

* No. 141.
CLASS B.
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Inclosure 1 in No. 207.

The President of Rio Grande do 8le to Consul Verelcer.

Palace of the Presidency, Porto Alegre,

(Translation) August 1, 1854.

THIS Presidency, with the greatest satisfaction, trarismits to the

Honourable Henry Prendergast Vereker, Her Britannia Majesty’s Coosul

in Rio Grande, the inclosed copies of correspondence which it has received

from the President of the Province of Santa Catharina, and by it the

same Consul will know that the information he had, and which he

imparted to the Presidency in his despatch of June last, was not‘ correctly

true relative to a supposed debarkation of Africans .on the coasts of

Tramandahy or Araringua, Province of Santa Catharina, on the 11th and

12th of the same month.
The inspection made on the coast of that province by the very worthy

Chief of Police, whose report accompanies the despatch of the Presidency,

and all the communications which have come to the knowledge of this

Presidency, whether in private ways or by the official correspondence of

police and military authorities, charged with the guard and fiscal regula-

tions of the coast of this and the neighbouring province, accord in affirming

that such a debarkation did not take place, and neither was it possible it

should, by means of the precautions which, by sea and land, were taken

by the Delegates of the Imperial Government.
The President reiterates, &c.

(Signed) JOAO LUIS VIEIRA CAUSAUSAO DE SINIMBU.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 207.

The President of St. Catherine’s to the President of Rio Grande do Sul.

(Translation.) Government House, Santa Catharina,

Most Excellent Sir, - July 11, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge as receiyed your Excellency’s
despatch of the 30th Jone last, accompanying COpies of the correspondence
of the agents charged by your Excellency to repress the Traffic in Africans

on the coast where are divided these two provinces, and of the correspond-

ence between your Excellency and Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul in Rio ‘
Grande.

Well aware of the contents of all, it rests with me to make your
Excellency, for your information, see what has passed from the beginning
of May, in which the denouncement of the intended debarkation on the
coast above referred to reached me from the Imperial Government.

As it was my duty, I reiterated on the 5th of said May to the Delegate
of Laguna the orders regarding the repression of the Traffic, directing him
to inform me if there were any intentions or indications of the attempt to
disembark which it was said was projected between Santa Martha and
Tramandahy.

On the 27th May a person of this capital presented himself before me,
and told me that a person, come from Laguna, and who had already
departed, declared to him in conversation that an individual who had
arrived from Laguna on the night of the 23rd, declared in a house that he
had arrived at the Tramandahy in a newly-constructed packet-hoat, under
an American flag, and on the 1st to the 3rd of May disembarked in the
pinnace of the packet-hoat 150 Africans ; that he hed ordered the packet-
boat to Santos, whither he intended to proceed, the pinnace remaining
abandoned on the shore in consequence of the sea having commenced to
grow rough; that he delayed in the neighbourhood of Tramandahy until
the 22nd of the said month, as he had to conclude the business of this
debarkation, and that of 185?. (at the end of March or beginning of April)
since he was the same who had effected it.
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Although this appeared to me an invention, as it was sufficiently
difficult to debark Africans in a small pinnace from the packet-boat on a
coast almost always rough, even in time of calm, and, from many boat-
loads being necessary, and from its not being possible that a contraband
trader who had already disposed of all the Africans should denounce
himself, and should even declare the destination of the ship; nevertheless,
I officially addressed the Delegate of Laguna on the same day (27th May),
and it was by Virtue of this my despatch that the Delegate addressed
that of the 30th of the same month to the Commandant of the district
of Torres.

The then sixth substitute of the Delegate, Jose Antonio Fernandes
Vianna, who addressed that despatch, is a man of very narrow intellect,
but a person of recognized probity, and incapable of being deficient in
truth. He, from the small force which he had at his disposal, could not
efi'ect the arrest of the contraband traders, but he would be exact in
informing the Presidency of all that came to his knowledge, as he has
always done.

Your Excellency should. note that, notwithstanding the esteem I have
for this Delegate, I caused the Chief of Police to proceed to Laguna on
the 7th June, who arrived there on the night of the 8th, and proceeding
up to before Camacho, and having; recourse to the most minute searches,
he did not encounter the slightest indication of the Traffic in Africans, as
your Excellency Will see from his {lespatch dated the 13th, adjoined by
co .

The Chief of Police left Laguna on the 18th, convinced that all the
reports were unfounded, and that it was impossible that any debarkation
had taken place from Torres to Santa Martha which, within three days,
would not be public in Laguna. ' ,

A part of the detachment Which was guarding the coast of the
Araringua arrived in this capital on the 8th, having gone from there at
the beginning of this month, and a serjeant of the police, a man
who deserves from me sufficient esteem, affirms to me that, up to
that date, there was nothing, and that the notice which Her Britannic
Majesty’s Consul gave yor Excellency was wholly without foundation.

The packet-boat of which he speaks of having been seen off the coast
cannot be other than the “ Campifio (la Liberdade,” which left Rio Grande
with beef, cleared for San Francisco, calling at this port, and which was
visited by the steaIn-corvette “ Pedro Segundo,” and which tacked with
a slight north-east wind on the 26th and 28th in front of the coast of
Laguna, as was verified by the statement of its course when it entered
this ort.

1'I‘he three steamers which, from May to this time, have cruized by the
coast, declared that they saw no other.

In the middle of last June I could ascertain that the person who
boasted of having effected the debarkation in the Tramandahy on the 1st
of May, arrived, in effect, at Laguna in the night of the 23rd May, and
kept himself, during the entire of the day of the 24th, within the house of
Francisco de Souza Machado Cravo, who did not know him, but to whom
he brought a letter from a relation of Cravo’s (also Cravo), residing in
that province (Rio Grande do Sul), who, leaving Laguna on the 25th,
arrived here in the night of the 26th, and from hence proceeded, on the
27th, to Rio de Janeiro in the brigantine “Alberto.” He said he' was
called Joaquim Silveira; I suspect,,however, that he had changed his
name, and that he was Fernando Scares Vianna, from a person who saw
him telling me that he was very like the said Fernando.

, 'In view of what is stated I entertain the conviction that no
debarkation has been made since that of 1852 on the coast which divides
this frOm the other province, and‘that all these denunciations, which have
been given as well to the Imperial Government as to your Excellency
and to me, have no foundation; and that, notwithstanding it rests with us
to continue the precautionary measures respecting the Traffic.

As this province has no more than sixty-six soldiers of police, and
only fourteen of cavalry, and no force of the 1st Regiment of the Line, it
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is not possible for me to cause the detachment ordered by your Excellency

to be posted in Arariiigua to be reheveda and therefore I ask your Excel-

lency that you deign to permit it to remam there until the Most Excellent

Minister of Justice, from whom I requested precautions on the 25th Jone,

should authorize me to make the necessary expenses, or as long as to your

cellenc should a ear convenient. _

EX I shaii not finisfhp this Without observing to your Excellency that the

Bar of Araringua is not so accessible as Captain .‘Moraes says ; and so

much so, that at present there navigates thither only one yacht, there

having been lost, even there, two others, which ptevmusly nawgated to

that place. -

On this occasion I officially address the Delegate of Laguna to continue

in accord with the Commandant of the Forces of that province (Rio Grande
do Sul) in the precautionary measures and pursuit of the contraband

traders in Africans.
God preserve, 8m.

(Signed) JOAO JOSE COUTINHO.

 

Inclosure 3 in N0. 207.

The Chief of Police to the President of St. Catherine’s.

(Transiation.)
Most Excellent Sir, Laguna, June 13, 1854.

I ARRIVED in this city on the night of the 8th instant; and not-
withstanding having made the most minute searches, whether in the
course of the voyage or during my stay here, I could collect nothmg
which confirms the denouncement that a packet-boat was prepared for
the Traffic in Africans on the south coast of this province, and of the

' debarkation being expected in Santa Martha or Tramandahy, at least in
combination with, and in the interest of, the inhabitants of the place.
The coast of this Santa Martha up to Torres has been constantly guarded,
and nothing to lead to suspicion has been encountered.

A force of the Province of Rio Grande forms the police of the coast
from Torres to the River Tramandahy; and also there nothing has
occurred, as your Excellency will see from the adjoined despatch of the
Commandant of that force, the falseness of the notice of a debarkation
in that river in the beginning of the past month being accordingly
confirmed.

I informed myself, from the Master of the Bar, and from Manoel
Marques, contractor for the road from Santa Martha, respecting the fact
they stated to Marcelino Rosa, and which he referred to your Excellency,
of a yacht which was some days sailing off and on the coast; and they
both told me that in effect they had sighted that yacht at some distance
on the 26th and 27th, and that on those days a slight breeze from the
north-east was blowing, by which I presume it to be the same yacht
which the steamer “ Pedro Segundo” visited in these parts on the 28th,
and which was tacking in expectation of a south wind, to enter that
port (Desterro), where in effect 'it entered some days afterwards; and so
much the more do I presume so, because the said master and Mauoel
Marques told me that they saw a steamer, probably the “ Pedro Segundo,”
pass by the said yacht. I visited the Cape Santa Martha, which is
Without doubt a fit place, not only because it admits of disembarking,
Whatever may be the wind ; it happening that a point of land which
goes out to sea forms two small curves to the north and to the south,
as also from having a road which proceeds to the mountains passing by
Tubarfio, but reflecting that that cape is distant scarcely two leagues
from this city, and that it is in the course of a frequented road; that
therefore no preparation can be made without its being quickly known
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and communicated, and that the passage of the Africans can be imme-
diately stepped, it is recognized that the disembarking can only he made
with success, there being conuivance 011 the part of the authorities ; now
there is not motive for not confiding in them.

Besides the Cape of Santa Martha, there exists only one point acces-
sible for small boats with great risk, which is the old Bar of the Araringué,
near to which departs a. road to the mountains; but this bar, which is
always dangerous, becomes some days entirely impracticable. As,
however, the temerity of the traders causes them to face all dangers, and
that the secret of their schemes is not always discovered by the zeal and
diligence of the police, Ijudge it convenient to exercise the most active
vigilance ; and for this purpose 1 have determined to establish detachments
on the height of Santa l‘v‘l‘artha, from whence is seen the coast as far as
the sight reaches, and on the Bar of the Amringué, distant from that
Cape ten leagues, and twelve from Torres, ordering the guards to watch
the shores, and to communicate immediately any proof or suspicion to the
authorities of the city, and t0 the Commandant of the force of Torres,
Who is in intelligence with the same, and in the disposition to assist in
any point which may be necessary, and to help the police of the coast of
this province, having already as the effect of this combination caused the
guard to proceed up to Araringué. In consideration of these arrange-
ments, it- appears to me that it will be difficult that, in the event of there
being a landing, the criminal traders should succeed in their attempts.

God preserve, 810.
(Signed) JOSE CAETANO DE ANDRADE PINTO.

 

Inclosure 4 in N0. 207.

The President of St. Catherine’s lo the President of Rio Grands do Sul.

(Translation.) Palace of the Presidency, Santa Catharina,

Most Excellent Sir, July 18, 1854. _

ON the 8th and 9th a yacht, which proved to be the "‘ Cysne,”
which entered here on the 15th, having left Rio Grande with beef at the

end of June last, proceeded tacking on the coast of Santa Martha, and
rather more to the south, the which i communicate to your Excellenéy for

your information. The Delegate of Police of Laguna‘; officially writing

to me under date of the 13th, states that he is not informed of anything
respecting the Traffic in Africans having occurred up to that date.

God preserve, &c.
(Signed) JOAO JOSE COUTINHO.

 

Inclosure 5 in N0. 207.

Consul Ve-reli‘er to M7'. Howard. ,

(Extract) Rio Grande do Sul, August 14, 1,854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of further correspondence with
the Presidency of this Province regarding the reported landing of Africans
at the Araringué. ‘ ' , ,

The despatch of the President of Santa Catharina, dated 11th July,
it will be perceived, contains the assertion that the information regarding
the projected or effected landing of Africans: in the neighbourhood of
Araringué, which reached the Imperial Government and this Consulate, as
well as the Presidencies of these adjoining provinces, are all without
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foundatiOn, and this assertion is based upon the despatch of the Chief of

Police, a copy of which is inclosed, and upon the verbal statement of a

policeman. . . _ .

The despateh referred to of the Chief of Police, is dated from haguna

0n the 13th June ; it therefore can have no weight whatever in an inquiry

as to whether a landing of Africans did not take place at about fifty miles

distance from Laguna on the 12th June. _

The statement of the policeman seems of no greater value, as he

appears to belong to the very same force whose commander (Captain

Memes declares) stated that “ a packet-boat, Which every orie sald was a

trader with Africans whom they wished to disembark, was sailing between

Santa Martha and Conventos,” and who nevertheless under such circum-

stances thought it consistent with his duty to leave his post at the

expected point of deharkation, with all the force under his command, and

proceed to this province. _ . . . .'

I may add, that the vigilance of the authorities in rendering certain

the seizure of any Africans who might be landed, appears asserted rather

unfortunately in conjunction with the reference to the landing in 1852; for

I am informed, that out of about 300 landed on that occasion, the autho-

rities have only been able to discover 23.
I have to ask your indulgence for my not being more precise in the

informationI have conveyed on this matter. The reported place of landing

is not only out of my jurisdiction, but about 200 miles from this city, in a

country thinly peopled, woody, and mountainous, which has rarely any

communications with this port. In addition to the first-information which

I conveyed, and which has since been confirmed by the various documents

I received from the Presidency in most particulars, excepting the actual

landing of the negroes, I have heard from several other quarters that a.

landing did take place in the Araringué (sometimes called Irgua 01' Iguay),

and the number is stated to have been nearly 100, but it- appeas to me that

this is not positively known.
I would also call your attention to the suspicious proceedings of

Joaquim Silveira, otherwise Fernando Scares Vianna, as stated in Senhor
Coutinho’s despatch.

In conclusion, I may observe that the packet-boat to which my

informants referred as a slaver which landed her cargo in the second week
ofJune, could not have been the yacht “Campifio (la Liberdacle,” which left
this port on the 17th May, passed Laguna 011 the 28th May, and probably
reached Desterro at the end of that month ; much less could it have been

the yacht “Cysne,” which left this port 011 the 27th June, and arrived at
Desterro on the 15th July.

 

Inclosure 6 in No. 207.

Consul Vereke'r to the President of Rio Grande do Sul.

Rio Grande do Sul, A ugust 14, 1854.
THE Undersigned, the Honourable Henry Prendergast Vereker, Her

Majesty’s Consul at Rio Grande do 8111, 8:0,, has the honour to acknow-
ledge the receipt of the confidential despatch of his Excellency Senhor
Jofio Luis Vieira Causansfio de Sinimbfi, dated the 1st instant, and of the
documents» therein inclosed, regarding the reported landing of Africans at
Araringua. -

The Undersigned regrets the information conveyed to him does not
allow him to share in the opinion expressed by the President of Santa
Catharina, that the denunciations on this subject which have reached his
Excellency, as well as the Imperial Government, and the Presidency and
British Consulate in this Province, are all without foundation; but,
recognizing the active diligence exercised by the Presidency of this
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Province, he Will limit himself at present to thanking his Excellency the
President for the information conveyed to this Consulate, assuring him

that should any positive elucidation of the question reach this Consulate,
the Undersigned will Without delay impart it to his Excellency.

The Undersigned, 8m. ‘
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.

 

No. 208.

Consui Verelcer t0 the Earl of Ola-rendon.——(Rcceived IVIarclL 20, 1855.)

(Extract) Rio Grands do Sul, November 30, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of the 1st ultimo, in which your Lordship is pleased to com-
municate to me your approval of the note I addressed to the President
of this province on the 21st July last, respecting a landing of negroes neat:
the frontiers of this province. ‘-

I have also received the inclosures in that despatch.
My despatch of the Mth August last, with its inclosures, will, ’

Itrust, have anticipated the Wishes of your Lordship to obtain further
information respeeting this alleged landing of negroes, and I regret to
have now to state that every inquiry since that date has served to confirm
the conviction that the information Which I conveyed to the President of
the province on the 20th June, was substantially correct.

With reference to Senhor Limpo'de Abreo’s remark in his note to
Mr. H. F. Howard of the 12th August last, in regard to the name of the
river selected as a place of debarkation, I need only observe that the
position of that river was so far explained in the despatches of this
Consulate as to render its identity unmistakeable.

 

No. 209.

Consul Vereker to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received March 20, 1855.)

My Lord, Rio Grande do Sul, December 30, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose a return, showing the average prices
of slaves in this province during the past six months.

I have, &C.
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.
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Inclosure in N0. 209.

RETURN showing the Average Prices of Slaves in the Province of Rio Grande do

8111, Brazil, during the six months endlng December 31, 1854.

 

 

 

 

     

 

\

Average prices in six-monthly periods ending Increase Decrease
in last in last

Classes of Slaves. June 30, 1854. December 31, 1854. six months. six months.

Currency. Sterling. Currency. Sterling. Sterling. Sterling.

Reis. .e s. d. Reis. .£ sfd. :3 8.1L e s. d.

Agricullm'al.

hIaIes , .. _, 7108000 76 18 4 7003000 75 16 S .. I 1 8

Females .. ., 6758000 73 2 6 660%000 71 10 0 .. l 12 6

Domestic.

Males , .. ,, 7953000 86 2 6 8003000 86 13 4 o 10 10

Females _, _, 7403000 80 3 4 7403000 80 3 4

filining‘. None.

Newly Imported. { i
i

Males .. 4505/000 i 48 I5 0

Females .. .. .. .. I 4253000 l 46 0 10  
Exchange at ‘23. 2(l. per mih‘eis.

(Signed) H. P. VEREKER, Consul.
British Consulate, Rio Grande do Sul, December 31, 1854.

 

No. 210.

Consul Vereker to the Earl of Clarendow—(Received fifarch 20, 1855.)

My Lord, Rio Granule do Sul, December 30, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose memoranda, showing the changes in

the slave population of this province by the arrivals and. departures

through this port.
It appears by this list that, during .the past six months, the number

of free persons Who have entered this province through this port have
exceeded those who have departed by 613, Whilst, on the other hand, the
slaves Who have left have eXceeded in number those who have entered by 86.

From the best information I can collect, it does not appear that the

Bozal negroes introduced in this province since June last have amounted

to 80 ; there consequently appears to have been a. diminution in the
number of persons treated as slaves in this province.

As the returns, similar to the inclosed, have been continued so far as
to show that a regular diminution in the number of slaves in this province
is taking place, I do not purpose, unless I should receive contrary instruc-
tions, to trouble your Lordship with more of these returns, limiting myself
to entering in the annual reports on slavery such useful information as
may be obtained.

I have, &c.
(Signed) H. P. VEREKER.
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Inclosure in N0. 210.

225

RETURN showing the diminution of Slavery by the Arrivals and Departures
of Slaves and other persons through the Port of Rio Grande do Sul,
during the siX—monthly period ending December 31, 1854.

CLASS B

British Subjects.

Arrived . . . . . . . . . . 5
Departed 7. . . . . . . . . . 42

Decrease of British subjects in Province m'iz‘ this Port . 37

Free Foreigners (excluding Soldiers).

Arrived . . . . . . . . . . 1,097
Departed . . ' . . . . . . . . 447

Increase of free Foreigners in Province m'd this Port . 650

Slaves accompanying their Masters.

Arrived . . . . . . . . ‘. . 25
Departed . . . . . .. . . . . 51

Decrease of these slaves in Province 056 this Port . . 26

Slaves fbr Sale.

Arrived . . . . . . . . . . 9
Departed . . . . . . . . . . 69

Decrease of these slaves in Province aid this Port . . 60

Total decrease in slavery by departure of slaves vid
this Port 86

(Signed) H. P. VEREKER, Consul,
» British Consulate, Rio Grande do Sul, December 30, 1854.
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N0. 211.

Consul Westwaod t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received May 13.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, April 4, 1854.

I-HAVE the honour to transmit, inclosed, 21, return of the vessels

reported to have arrived at this port from the coast of Africa during the

past quarter, and also a list of the sailings for Africa during the same

period.
I have, &c.

(Signed) JNO. J. c. WESTWOOD.

 



In
cl

os
‘u

re
1
in

N
o
.
2
1
1
.

A
R
R
I
V
A
L
S

at
R
i
o
de

Ja
ne

ir
é
f
r
o
m
th
e
C
o
a
s
t

of
Af
ri
ca
,
du
ri
ng

th
e
Q
u
a
r
t
e
r
e
n
d
i
n
g
M
a
r
c
h

31
,
1
8
5
4
.

 

Da
te
.

R
e
p
o
r
t
e
d
na
tu
re

of
Ma

st
er

.
Na

ti
on

.
T
o
n
n
a
g
e
.

C
r
e
w
.

W
h
e
r
e

fr
om
.

Pa
ss
ag
e.

ca
rg
o

De
sc
ri
pt
io
n.

.
N
a
m
e
.

 

1
8
5
4

J
an
ua
ry

1
7

Fe
br
ua
ry

.
7

 
Da
ys
.

Sc
ho
on
er

.
.

Li
ce

,.
.

.
..

M
}

Go
ng
al
ve
s

“a
..

Po
rt

ug
ue

se
..

..
10
5

9
L
o
a
n
d
a

..
..

32
Su
nd
ri
es
.

Sh
ip

1.
.

..
Ba
ns
he
e

..
..

T.
T.

VV
in

ga
t

..
..

Am
er

ic
an

..
..

4
9
0

14
Ca
pe

Pa
lm
as

..
35

Ba
ll

as
t.

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

(S
ig

ne
d)

J
N
O
.

J.
C.

W
E
S
T
W
O
O
D
,

Co
ns
ul
.

In
cl
os
ur
e
2
in

N
o
.
21
1.

D
E
P
A
R
T
U
R
E
S
fr
om

Ri
o
de

Ja
ne

ir
o

Fo
r
th
e
Co

as
t

of
'
Af

ri
ca

,
du

ri
ng

th
e
Qu
ar
te
r
en

di
ng

M
a
r
c
h

31
,
18
54
.

 

Da
te
.

De
sc

ri
pt

io
n.

N
a
m
e
.

Ma
st
er
.

Na
ti

on
.

: T
on

na
ge

.
Cr

ew
.

W
h
e
r
e
bo

un
d.

Re
po
rt
ci
ig
ni
tu
re

0f

 

1
8
5
4

M
a
r
c
h

5

 ,S
ch

oo
ne

r
.
.

..
Li
ce

..
..

..
M
.

Go
nc

al
ve

s
..

..
Po

rt
ug

ue
se

..
..

10
5

9
Be
ng
ue
‘l
la

an
d
L
o
a
n
d
a

Su
nd

ri
es

 
 

 
 
 

(S
ig
ne
d)

J
N
O
.

J.
C.
W
E
S
T
W
O
O
D
,

Co
ns

ul
.

BRAZIL. (Consular)—-Rio de J(17716270 . 227



228 BRAZIL. (Consular)—-—<Rio de Janeiro.

No. 212.

Consul Westwood to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received September 13.)

My Lord, Rio (16 Jane-‘iro, June 30, 1854.

IN accordance with the instructions contained in Viscount Palmerston’s
circ’ular deSpatch 0f the 4th of October, 1850, I have the honpur to tr'ansmit
herewith a return, showing the prices of slaves in this provmce durmg the
last half—year.

I have, &LC.
(Signed) JNO. J . C. WESTWOOD.

 

Inclosure in No. 212.

RETURN showing the Price of Slaves in the Provinee of Rio de Janeiro,
during the half-year ending June 30, 1854, as far as can be ascertamed

by Her Majesty’s Consul at Rio de Janeiro.

 

 

Price of Slaves. Price of Slaves
Class of Slaves. as per last Return, Remarks.

In currency. In sterling. 1n Sterling.
 

Reis. Reis. :5 s. (l. £ 3. 11. £ s.‘d. :6 s. d.

 
Agricultural.

Males . . . . 950$ t0 1,000$ 106 17 6 to 112 10 0 105 0 O to 116 13 4 E
:3

Females . . . . 800$ 900 90 0 0 101 5 0 93 6 8 105 O 0 3

E
Mning. .2

Males
:2

About the same as Agricultural. g
Females . . x5.

0

5

Domestic. .5

Males .. . . 1,0005: 1,40% 112 10 0 157 10 0 116 13 4 163 6 8 .3
' «3

Females . . . . 1,000S 1,400$ 112 10 0 157 10 0 116 13 4 163 6 8 :53

’ a:

Newly Imported. 5:

Males $
None lately imported. 1>

Females . .   
 

The exchange at which the above calculations are made is 25. 3d. per milreis.

(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD, Consul.
Rio de Janeiro, June 30, 1854.

 

No. 213.

Consul Westwood to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received September 13.)

My Lord, Rio de Janeiro, June 30, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that, during the past

quarter, no arrivals are reported from the coast of Africa, and that no
vessels have sailed from this port for Africa duringthe same period.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JNO. J . C. VVESTWOOD.
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No‘. 214.

Consul Westwood t0 the Earl of Clarendon—(Received November 15.)

My Lord, Rio dc Janeiro, October 4, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that, during the last
quarter, no vessels are reported as having arrived from the coast of Africa,
and that 110 vessels cleared from this port for Africa during the same
period.

I have, &C.
(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD.

 

N0. 215.

Consul Westwood to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Receivecl March 20.)

My Lord, ' Rio de Janeiro, January 4, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a return of the vessels that
are reported to have arrived at this port from the coast of Africa during
the last quarter, and also a list of the departures for Africa. during the
same period.

I have,- Sac.
(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD.

 



In
cl

os
ur

e
1
in

N
o
.

21
5.

A
R
R
I
V
A
L
S

at
R
i
o

de
Ja

ne
ir

o
f
r
o
m
th
e
C
o
a
s
t
of

Af
ri

ca
,
du
ri
ng

th
e
Q
u
a
r
t
e
r
e
n
d
i
n
g
D
e
c
e
m
b
e
r

31
,
18

54
.

 

Da
te
.

De
sc

ri
pt

io
n.

‘
N
a
m
e
.

Ma
st
er
.

Na
ti

on
.

To
nn

ag
e.

Cr
ew

.
W
h
e
r
e

fr
om

.
Pa

ss
ag

e.
Re

pg
fr

tc
ei

i‘
;:

tu
re

 
1
8
5
4

D
e
c
e
m
b
e
r

 

D
a
y
s
.

6
Br
ig

.
.

. .
Ju

li
a.

. .
.

.
.

.
G.

P.
da

Si
lv

a
.

.
. .

Po
rt

ug
ue

se
.

.
.

.
14
9

11
An

go
la

. .
.

.
.

.
31

W
a
x

an
d

oi
l.

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

(S
ig
ne
d)

J
N
O
.

J.
C.
W
E
S
T
W
O
O
D
,

Co
ns

ul
.

In
cl
os
ur
e
2

in
N
0
.
21
5.

D
E
P
A
R
T
U
R
E
S
fr

om
Ri
o

de
Ja
ne
ir
o

fo
r
th

e
Co
as
t
of

Af
ri
ca
,
du
ri
ng

th
e
Qu

ar
te

r
en

di
ng

D
e
c
e
m
b
e
r

31
,
18
54
.

 

Da
te
.

,
,

_
A

V
1

A
A

1
-

A
R
e

o
p
t
e
d
n
a
t
u
r
e

De
sc

rl
pt

lo
n.

N
a
m
e
.

Wi
nt

er
.

Na
ti
on
.

To
nn

ag
e.

Cr
ew

.
W
h
e
r
e

bo
un
d.

p o
f
ca

rg
o.

 
I
8
5
4

O
c
t
o
b
e
r

5
Br
ig

. .
.

So
fia

. .
. .

. .
A
.

de
S.

R
o
s
a

. .
. .

Po
rt

ug
ue

se
.

..
17

3
11

Be
ng
ue
ll
a
an

d
Lu

an
da

.
. .

Su
nd

ri
es

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

(S
ig

ne
d)

J
N
O
.

J.
C.
W
E
S
T
W
O
O
D
,

Co
ns

ul
.

230 BRAZIL. (Consula7‘)A~—Rvio (Z6 Janeiro.



BRAZIL. (Consular)——_—Rio de Janeiro. 231

N0. 216.

Consul Westwood to the Earl of Claremlon.-—~(Received March 20.)

My Lord, Rib ale Janeiro, January 4, 1855.
IN accordance With the instructions contained in Viscount Palmerston’s

circular, dated October 41-, 1850, I have the honour to transmit herewith a.
return, showing the pricee of slaves in this province during the last six
months.

I have, 8L0.
(Signed) JNO. *J. C. WESTWOOD.

 

Inclosure in N0. 216.

RETURN showing the Price of Slaves in the Province of Rio de Janeiro
during the half—year ending December 31, 18511, as far as can be
ascertained by Her Majesty’s Consul at Rio de Janeiro.

 

Price of Slaves. Price of Slaves
Class of Slaves. _ as per1ast Return,

In Currency. 1n Sterling. in Sterling.

 

Reis. Reis. £ .9. d. £ .3. d. 39 s. d. £ a. d.

 
Agricultural.

Males .. .. 1.,000gto1,200g5 116 13 410140 0 0 10617 6t011210 0

Females .. .. 800$ 1,0003 93 6 8 11613 4: 90 0 0 101 5 0

Mining.

Males
About the same as Agricultural.

Females

Domestic.

Males .. .. 1,000$ 1,500$ 116 13 4 175 0 0 11210 0 15710 0

Females .. .. 1,000$§ 1,400$ 11613 4 163 6 8 11210 0 15710 O

Newly Imported.

Males
None imported during the last six months.

Females  
 

(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD; Consul.
Rio de Janeim, January 4, 1855.

 

No. 217.

Consul Westwood to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received March 20.)

My Lord, ' Rio dc Janeiro, January 18, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that, as far as I have
been able to ascertain, no slaves were landed in this province direct from
the coast of Africa, during the past year.
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I iuclose a return, showing the quantity and value of produce exported

during the year 1854, by which your Lordship will perceive that, while

coffee, the principal article of export, has considerably Increased, the other
exports have diminished.

I have, 8L0.
(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD.

 

Inclosure in No. 217.

STATEMENT of the Amount and Value of Exports of the staple productions of
Rio de Janeiro, the result of Slave Labour during the year 1854.

 

Sterling value,‘
Description of Produce. Quantity. including Shipping Total.

Charges and Duties.
 

£ .9. ‘d. 32 :. ta
Cofi'ee . . . . . . 1,986,059 bags ‘ 5,200,000 0 0

Sugar . . . . . . 6,128 cases 74,000 0 0

Rosewood. . . . . . 32,544 planks 84,000 0 0
   5,35 8,000 0 0

The value of other articles of produce, such as Hides, Horns, Rice,
Tapioca, Rum, Tobacco, Ipecacuzmha, &c., exported during 1854,

   
 

may be estimated at about . . . . £300,000 0 0

Total value of produce shipped during 1854 . . 5,658,000 0 0

(Signed) JNO. J. C. WESTWOOD,
Consul.
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No. 218.

Consul Callander to the Earl of Clmendon.-—(Receivecl Illa}; 13.)

My Lord, St. Catherine’s, March 31, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no slaves have
been imported into this province during the quarter ending this day.

 

I have, &c. _
(Signed) RANDAL CALLANDER.

N0. 219.

Consul Callander to the EM of Clarendo-n.——(Rec'eived August 14.)

My Lord,' St. Catherine’s, July 3, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to report that no slaves have been introduced
into this province during the quarter ended the 30th of June. .

On account of information given out in Rio Janeiro, that a landing of
slaves would be attempted to the south of this island, that part of the
coast has been well watched by Her Majesty’s and the Brazilian cruizers.
No landing having been tried, 0? any suspicious vessels seen, it is the
general opinion that the information is incorrect and given out for the
purpose of misleading the cruizers.

On the 15th ultimo, arrived from Monte Video a Spanish polacca brig,
the “ Antilla,” of about 140 tons, Eleonor Millet, master and owner, with a
crew often men besides, seeking freight. One thousand dollars were offered
to charter her to Monte Video; this was refused, though I am told it was a
good offer, the master preferring to clear out for Maranham in ballast.
The mate of this vessel having been recognized as one of the crew of the
“ Catfio,” condemned in July 1851 by the Brazilian Government, and as
one of the pretended passengers of the “ Tentedora,” detained here by
the Brazilian Government in April 1852, the suspicions of the autho-
rities were excited as to the character of the “ Antilla.’? She was accord-
ingly searched twice, but nothing indicative of slave-trading purposes was
found on board ; she is a sharp~built vessel, and is said to sail‘well; and
When here the hull was painted all black. The master is reported to have
a. considerable amount of money on board. She was dispatched by the
Custom-house on the 17th ultimo, but did not sail for some days after-
wards, being detained for search, and owing to foul winds. -

It is thought that this vessel may be- intended for the Cuban Slave
Trade; she sailed for Maranham byway ‘of Bahia and Pernambuco. ‘I
have written to Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio Janeiro respecting her. '

I have, &C. ,
(Signed) RANDAL CALLANDER.

 

CLASS B.
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No. 220.

Consul Callawder to the Earl of Clarendonw—(Receigved September 13.)

My Lord, St. Catherine’s, August 8, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that on the 23rd

ultimo, I received information from Mr. Consul Vereker of the landing of

a large number of Africans at a stream called Iguay, on the frontiers of

the Province of Rio Grande, Where it touches this provmce on the coast.

I now beg to lay before your Lordship copies of“ correspondence which

has taken place in consequence, and by which your Lordship W111 perceive

that this reported landing of Africans is without foundatlon, and up to

this date nothing further has transpired to corroborate the report of any

landing having been effected.
I have, &c.

(Signed) RANDAL CALLANDER.

P.S.—August 10. I have just heard from Her Majesty’s Consul at

Rio Grande. He states he has no sufficient reason to believe that the

landing of Africans did not really take place ; but he still hopes to be able

to obtain evidence of such a conclusive kind as to silence all expressions

of doubt.
R. C.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 220.

Consul Callander to Mr. Howard.

Sir, St. Catherine’s, July 25, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of

the 20th instant, respecting the Spanish brig “Antilla,” the Brazilian

vessel said to have fitted out at Garopas for Slave Trade, and expected to

land a cargo of Africans near the southern frontier of this province on

the coast, and Mr. Consul Vereker’s report of the disembarkation of

Africans near Torres. '

I beg to inclose herewith copies of correspondence between Mr. Consul

Vereker, the President of this province, and myself, relative to a reported

landing of negroes at Ignay, near the southern frontier of this province.

I had not even heard a rumour of this reported landing, though the

President seems to have been informed of it by the President of Rio

Grande on the 30th ultimo.
In the President’s letter to me of yesterday he represents the reports

in circulation as being entirely without foundation, and even disseminated

by worthless persons for their own amusement.
Latterly rumours have obtained that vessels have been seen hovering

on the coast in a suspicious manner, but on investigation they turned out

to be hiates and other small craft beating against foul winds to enable

them to reach their destinations.
It was also said lately that about ten new negroes had been seen

passing through the streets of this city at night, but the statement in like

manner was found to be devoid of truth.
I had a long conversation with the Chief of Police here yesterday,

who states that he has investigated the reports Which have reached him

respecting attempts at renewal of Slave Trade in this province, and in
every case he has found them devoid of truth;

Respecting the Brazilian vessel said to have fitted out at Garopas

for the Slave Trade, he thinks such was not the case, as he was at

Garopas probably about .the time this vessel is said to have fitted out, and

he neither saw nor heard anything about her.
I understand some suspicion is attached to a hiate called the “ Ven-

cedor” or “ Invenc-fivel Catharinense,” sold here to an individual named

Martins, and intended for the coasting trade between Pernambuco and
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Assfi. She left here in ballast about four months ago, I suppose, and I
heard had gone to St. Matheus to load farinha. A few days ago a person
who had just arrived from Rio told me it was reported there that this
hiate has been taken by a British cruizer 0n the coast of Africa.

I believe the two Brazilian steamers stationed here are about to
return to Rio, leaving a brigantine on the station.

At Torres I am told there is a force at present of fifty men.
I hear it stated here, that as the war in Europe will cause the With-

drawal of many of Her Majesty’s cruizers from this and the African
coast, the slavemongers may be induced to seize the opportunity of
engaging again in their former occupation.

I do not fail to be on the alert respecting any infraction of the Slave
Trade Treaty between Great Britain and Brazil, and will bear in mind
your instructions to report according as I may obtain information.

I have, &C.
(Signed) RANDAL CALLANDER.

 

Inclosure 2 in N0. 220.

Consul Vereker to Consul Callander, June 22, 1854.

[See Inclosure 3 in No. 198.]

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 220.

Consul Callander to, Consul Vereker.

Sir, St. Catherine’s, July 23, 1854.

YOUR letter of the 22nd ultimo, informing me of the landing of a.
large number ofAfricans at a stream called Iguay, on the southern frontier
of this province, has just been received. It had been sent on to Rio de
Janeiro by mistake, Which accounts for its delay on reaching me.

Your letter gives me the first news of a disembarkation of negroes,
and though so long a time has elapsed since then, no one here seems to be
aware that a landing had taken place.

Her Majesty’s steamer “ Rifleman ” arrived here, from a cruize to
the south of this island, on the 10th instant, and the Brazilian steamer
“Recife” came in a few days ago from the south, but they did not see
anything suspicious. ’

I Will immediately communicate the information contained in your
letter to the President, Who will probably send a man-of-war to the place
where the landing is said to have taken place. Meanwhile, you may be
sure I will do all in my power to obtain the liberation of the unfortunate
Africans, and also, if possible, to bring to justice the individuals connected
With the illegal act of landing or receiving them.

Should any of the vessels implicated in the conveying or landing of
these negroes arrive here, I will endeavour to have them detained.

I Will communicate With you by first opportunity.
I have, Ste. -

(Signed) RANDAL CALLANDER.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 220.

Consul Oallander to the President of St. Catherine’s.

Excellent Sir, ‘ St. Catherine’s, July 24,~ 1854.

HER Majesty’s Consul at Rio Grande do Sul informs me, under date
the 22nd ultimo, of the landing of a, large number of Africans at a stream
called Iguay, on the frontiers of this province where it touches the Province
of Rio Grande do Sul on the coast. '

The landing is stated to have been effected from a. coasting-vessel,
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Which received the negroes from a larger vessel, supposed to have come

from the coast of Africa.
I only received the above information yesterday.

The letter of Her Majesty’s Consul having been forwarded to Rio

de Janeiro by mistake, accounts for the length of time it took in

reaching me. . _

I feel assured I have only to bring the above Information to your

Excellencv’s knowledge to subject it to a thorough investigation.
‘ I have, 8m.

(Signed) RANDAL CALLANDER.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 220.

The President of St. Catherine’s to Consul Oallandeau

(Translation.) Presidency of the P’rovinee of St. Catherine’s,

Sir, July 24', 1854.

YOUR official letter, dated yesterday, was presented to thisPresi-

dency, communicating to me your having received from Her Britannic

Majesty’s Consul at Rio 'Grande, information under date of the 22nd

ultimo, of the landing of a great number of Africans at the River Iguay

on the south coast and frontier of this province With that of Rio Grande,

and that the disembarkation was effected by coasting vessels, which

received the Africans from another vessel which, it is supposed, came from

the coast of Africa.
Similar information was given under date of the 20th by the said

Consul to the President of Rio Grande, who communicated with me on

the 30th ultimo.
This Presidency and that of Rio Grande having obtained the most

minute information, it was not possible to collect any data that could in

the least cause suspicion of there having been such disembarkation, since
all the agents and custom-house officers of this province, as well as of Rio

Grande, affirm there was nothing; and this official information is as true

as the information that was given to the Consul at Rio Grande is
unfounded. A disembarkation is then impracticable in the place indi-

cated, unless the vessel should remain aground, and so’be left to be

observed by the custom-house officers who patrol those places, and by
all the inhabitants and travellers.

You may believe that the information which was given to the said
Censul does not exceed rumours without foundation, and even spread by

persons of little consideration, who divert themselves with them.

Other rumours of this nature have come to the knowledge of this
Presidency, which has verified the falsity of them.

Notwithstanding what is said above, this Presidency will have much
satisfaction in receiving from you communications of all that comes to
your knowledge about the Traffic, however unfounded it may appear,
because the extinction of the African Slave Trade being the great pledge
of the Governments of His Majesty the Emperor and of Her Britannic
Majesty, the Undersigned apprehends that he ought not to despise those
rumours before verifying their falsity.

The Undersigned, Sac,
(Signed) JC‘AO JOSE COUTINHO.

 

Inclosure 6 in N0. 220.

Consul Callander to the President of St. Catherine’s.

Excellent Sir, ' St. Catherine’s, July 25, [1854.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

yesterday, acquamtmg me With the reasons that would make it appear
that the information respecting the landing of Africans at Iguay is
w1thout foundation.
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As you further acquaint me that it will give much satisfaction my
communicating whatever may come to my knowledge respecting the
Traffic of Africans, however groundless it may appear, on the under-
standing that these rumours ought not to be despised before being verified,
I take the opportunity of mentioning that Her Majesty’s Minister at the
Court of the Empire has called my attention to- the fact that a Brazilian
vessel said to have been fitted out at Garopas for the Slave Trade, and to
have sailed some time ago for the coast of Africa, has been long expected
on the frontiers of the coasts of this province and Rio Grande with a cargo
of Africans.

This information appears to coincide with that received by Mr. Consul
Vereker at Rio Grande ; and as all the reports at present in circulation
tend to the same point, it may be judged requisite to institute some
further inquiries, as well as to keep a. surveillance on the part of the
coast indicated by the rumours in question.

In the meantime I shall have the satisfaction of forwarding your letter
for the information of Her Majesty’s Government.

I have, &c.
(Signed) RANDAL CALLANDER.

 

Inclosure 7 in No. 220.

The President of St. Catherine’s to Consul Callawder.

(Translation) Presidency of the Province of St. Catherine’s,
Sir, July 26, 1854.

I HAVE the satisfaction to acknowledge the receipt of your official
letter, dated yesterday, acknowledging the receipt of mine of. the 24th
instant, about the denounced disembarkation at Iguay; and acquainting
me of having been informed by your Minister at the Court, that in
Garopas a vessel had been prepared to go to the coast of Africa for
slaves, and to disembark them on the south coast, at the boundary of this
province with that of Rio Grande.

The denunciation of a hiate being prepared in Garopas for the
Traffic, was communicated about the end of May by my Government.

The fact denounced did not take place, as is attested not only by the
local authorities, but also by the commanders of the vessels employed in
crnizing, who visited all the ports in order to make inquiry in respect of
it from the fishermen and other inhabitants of the coast.

The Chief of Police, who was at the north from 'the end of April to
the 13th of May, and in Garopas 0n the 10th and 11th, informed me that,
having proceeded to the most minute investigations respecting the Traffic
of Africans, he could obtain nothing that could in the least cause suspicion
of any preparation having been made; because, from all of whom he
obtained information, he received this sole answer, “ There has been
nothing, and it is more than two years since anything of the kind has
been spoken of here.”

I profit, &tc.
(Signed) JOAO JOSE COUTINHO.
 

Inclosure 8 in No. 220.

Consul Callander to the President of St. Catherine’s.

xcellent Sir, St. Catherine’s, July 26, 1854.
I HASTEN to acknowledge the receipt of 'your letter of to-day’s

date, in reply to my communication of yesterday; and I shall takeflthe
earliest opportunity Of transmitting it for the information of Her Majesty’s
Government.

I have, &c.
(Signed) RANDAL CALLANDER.
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Inclosure 9 in No. 220.

Consul Callander to Mr. Howard.

Sir, St. Catherine’s, August 2, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a letter I received

from the President of this Province, in reply to mine of the 25th ultimo,

copy of which has been already transmitted. '

I have heard nothing further respecting the reported landing of

slaves at Iguay. The Brazilian steamer “Pedro Segundo,” I now hear,

remains on this station till relieved.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) , RANDAL CALLANDER.

 

Inclosure 10 in N0. 220.

Consul Callandm' to Mr. Howard,

Sir, v St. Catherine’s, August 8, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that, up to this date, nothing

further has transpired respecting the reported landing of Africans at

I may.
g With reference to the statement in my despatch of July 25th,

respecting the Brazilian hiate “ Invc-ncivel Catherinense,” I beg to inform

you that, a few days ago, I was told by the Chief of Police and the Captain

of the Port that news had been received here that $he had been wrecked

at Pernambuco when engaged in the prosecution of legal trade, thereby

making the reports that have been afloat concerning; her utterly false.

 

1 have, 8w.
‘ (Signed) RANDAL CALLANDER.

No. 221.

Consul Callander to the Earl of Clarendom—(Received November 14.)

My Lord, St. Catherine’s, September 30, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to report that no slaves have been imported into

this province during the quarter ended this day. i

The landing of Africans 0n the southern frontier of this province,

reported by Mr. Consul Vereker, has been emphatically denied by the
various authorities.

I have the honour to lay before your Lordship the translations of a

letter and inclosures which I received from the President of this province,

on the subject of the disembarkation of Africans at Iguay.
Senhor Mariath in his letter states that the Commander of the

“ Recife” chased and searched a yacht in July, bound from Rio Grande
to this place With country produce, which had been beating against
contrary Winds for twelve days in sight of the coast, and that this was, in
his opinion, the origin of the denunciation given to the English Consul,
and by him transmitted to the President of Rio Grande. Your Lordship
'Will, however, perceive that it was impossible this could have been the
case, as Mr. Consul Vereker reported a landing to have been effected at
least three weeks previously to the yacht being searched by the
“ Recife.” .‘

I have, &C.
(Signed) 7 RANDAL CALLANDER.
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Inclosure l in No. 221'.

The President of St. Catherine’s to Consui Callandw.

(Translation) Presidency of the Province of St. Catherine’s,
Sir, September 28, ‘ 1854.

IN addition to the despatch Which I addressed to you on the 24th of
July last, I transmit to you the inclosed copies of despatches from the
Commander of the steamer “ Recife,” and from the Chief of the squadron,
Commander of the naval station, which prove the non—existence of the
disembarkation of Africans denounced in June to Her Britannic Majesty’s
Consul at Rio Grande. .

I avail, &c. , I
' (Signed) J0A0» JOSE COUTINHO.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 221. I

Commodore Maridth to the President of St. Catherine’s.

(Translation) On board the steamer “Amazonas,” at Rio cle Janeiro,
~ Most illustrious and EXcellent Sir, September 1, 1854.

THE information given by the commander of the steamer “ Recife,”
in the inclosed- despatch, concIusively, proves the want of foundation of
the information given by Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Rio Grande
do Sul, that a disembarkation of Africans was effected on the 11th or 12th
of‘ June of the present year, at the place which he calls Iguay. That
information is corroborated by the accounts given by the same commander
andrby the commanders of the steamers “ Pedro Segundo” and “ Beberibe,”
Who, from the middle of May, have cruized from St. Catherine’s to the
south, and who are unanimous in affirming that no disembarkation or
attempt at it had been made in those latitudes. .

' According to what the commander of the “ Recife” reports, a national
yacht, which he chased and searched in the month of July, tacked (beat)
for twelve days in sight of the coast, compelled by contrary Winds; and
this is, in my opinion, the origin of the information given to the English
Consul, and by him transmitted to the President of Rio Grande do’Sul.

God preserve, 8L0. '
(Signed) FREDERICO MARIATH.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 221.

The Commander of the “Rec'ifiz” to Commodore Mariath.

(Translation) On board the steamer “ Recife,”yRio de Janeird’,
Most Illustrious and Excellent Sir, August 30, 1854.

IN virtue of theorder received from your Excellency, of yesterday’s
date, to the end that I would inform you; Without delay, Where I was on
the 11th and 12th of last June, it behoves me to declare to your Excellency
that on the above-mentioned days I 'was cruizing on the coast south of
St. Catherine’s, in the 'points comprehended. from that island to some
miles to the south of Cape Santa Martha Grande ;' and I did not search
any vessel, none having been fallen in with. Perhaps there may be a
mlstake in‘ the month; because that in July, on those_days,'finding myself
cruizing upon the same points, I gave chase to and éearched the national
yacht “Cysné,” belonging to Domingos Velloso de Oliveira, a merchant
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in St. Catherine’s, Thomas Xavier de Souza, master, coming from Rio

Grande to St. Catherine’s, with country produce, which, by reason of

fresh winds from the north—east, was tacking (beating) more than twelve

days in sight of the coast, and in consequence, finding himself short of

water, and I not being able to supply him, having bad weather, I advised

him that he should proceed to Imbituba, as he was to windward of that

place, which is to the north of Laguna, and in my sight he repaired to

that point. With respect to this yacht, I can assure your Excellency that

it did not carry Africans; and I am persuaded that during the time that

I have been employed in cruizing on the said coast, no landing of Africans

has taken place.
I searched also the brigantine “ Emiliana” on the night of the 11th

of July, in the latitude of Tramandahy, and Which proceeded for Rio

Grande; and on the following day I spoke several vessels which were

standing off and on the bar of that port, waiting for water to enter; the

said brigantine was also there.

As for the steamer “ Pedro Segundo,” she was at anchor in the Port

of St. Catherine’s.
On the 4th current, when I anchored, I did not write officially to

your Excellency, not having more to say beyond what I mentioned in the

observations of the report of the ship, as well as in the despatch of

the 23rd of July, which I transmitted before to your Excellency from

St. Catherine’s, by the steamer “ Princeza Leopoldina.”

Annexed I have the honour to return to your Excellency the despatch

of the 25th current, and that of the 8th, all from the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, which accompanied the above-mentioned order of your

Excellency.
God preserve, .&c.

For Delfim Carlos de Carvalho,
(Signed) JOSE DA CUNHA MOREIRA.

 

No. 222.

Consul Callander to the Earl of Clarendon.-—(Received March 20, 1855.)

My Lord, St. Catherine’s, December 31, 1854‘»

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, to the best of my

knowledge,: no. slaves have been imported direct from Africa into this ‘

province during the quarter ended this day.
Slaves continue to be sent coastwise, principally to Rio de Janeiro.

The number dispatched during the past year, according to the police

returns, amounts to 114. A very few have been sent from other parts of

the province.
The prices of slaves for the same. period have been from 800$000

(931. Gs. 8d.), to 1,000$000 (1161. 133. 405.), and upwards, according to their

capabilities.
I have, 81c.

(Signed) RANDAL CALLANDER.
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No. 223.

Lord Cowley to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received April 8.)

My Lord, Pam's, April 7,1854.
I HAVE the honour to transmit to youi Lordship the accompanying copy

of a note which I have leceived from the French Minister for Foreign Affairs,
thanking me for having communicated. to him the returns of the captures made
by He1 Majesty’s squadron employed on the West Coast of Africa, in the
suppression of the Slave Trade, during the years 1852 and. 1853 respectively.

These returns had been forwarded to me in youl Lordships despatch
of the 22nd ultimo,* for communication to the F1ench Goveinment. ’

I have, 810.
(Signed) COWLEY.

 

Inclosure in N0. 223.

M. Drouyn ole Lhuys to Lord Cowley.

M. l’Ambassadeur, Paris, le 5 Avril, 1854.

J’AI regu, avec la lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait l’honneur de
m’adresser 1e 29 du mois dernie1,1e tableau de prises faites pendant les années
1852 et 1853, par les navires de 851 Majesté Britannique employés a la 1epres-
sion de la. Traite des Noirs sur la cote occidentale d’Afrique, et je m’empresse
de la iemercie decet envoi.

Agréez, &c. ' v
' ‘ (Signé) DROUYN DE LHUYS.

 

No. 224.

Count Walewsici to the Earl of Clarendon.-(Rece-ived April 12.)

M. 1e Comte, VAZbert-Gate House, 11 Awil, 1854;

VOTRE Excellence m’a. fait l’honnem' de 111’écrire, 1e 7 Janvier dernier,
que les Lords de la Trésorerie, charges d_e statue1 sui la léclamation en indemnité
du propriétaire du navire Frangais “ l’Eliza,” n’avaient pas t1ouvé suflisants les
documents pmduitsJusqu’ici pom établir taut 1e chifiie exact du tonnage de ce
navire, que la duiée de sa detention par les c1oiseuis de 83. Majeste Britannique,
et v0t1e Excellence me demandait de iui fourni1,sur ces deux points, des données
précises, accompaonées de pieces justificatives.

J’ai l’honneur de tlansmettle 01—30th a v0t1e Excellence deuxactes 110t311és
contenant les copies ceitifiées dc toutes les pieces de bord lédigéesa l’e’poque
meme de la. capture de “ l’Eliza ” et du naufrage qui 1’asuivi.Ces pieces
établissent que l’axrestation de “ l’Eliza ” pai 1e “ Volcano ” a. eu lieu 1e 17
Mai, et que le Capitaine Peiiaud, commandant la. Station Frangaise des cotes
occidentales d’Afrique, est arrive :31 Sierra. Leone, pour cette afl'aire, 1e 30 Juin

5‘ See Class B, presented 1854, No. 234.

CLASS B. '



242 FRANCE.

suivan’c. Or, bien que 1’i11égalité de la capture efit effectiveme-nt été recenhue
dés 1e 23 par le Lieutenant Saumany, ce ne fut pourtant qu’a l’arrlvée du Cap1ta1ne
Periaud que le navire fut rendu 21 son capitaine. L5; durée réelle de sa, déhentlon
a done été de quarante-cinq jours, et c’est, je crow, suf cette hase qu’fl con—
viendrait de calculer l’indemnité qu’il s’agit de régler auJourd’hpl.

Pour ce qui concerne 1e chifl‘re du tonnage, l’aete de franmsation du navihe
1e porte en efiet a cinquante-quatre tonneeux. Mans leg Lords de la Tresorerle
voudront bien remarquer Ies dimensions ass1gnées au navu‘e par cet acte lul—méme
que M. Baudin a eu l’honneur de transmettre 2‘1 votre Exqellenpe 1e 30 Novelhbre
dernier, et la valuer de 25,000 francs qu1 est reconnue a ‘1 l’Elzza ” Bar les pohces
d’assurances dont je joins ici. les trois coples notarlées. Ces dIVGIIS chiff'res
paraissent toutaz‘L-fait de nature a faire penser que le tonhage réel etalt en eff'et
supérieur au tonnage légal, qui, d’apres 1a 101 8111: 1a franCISatlon qu1 réglhnotre
commerce maritime, ne pourait pas figurer offimellement pour plus de sclxante
tonneaux.

11 me reste é, souhaiter, my Lord, que les Lords de la Trésorerie, clans
l’examen des faits qui précédent, et des diverses pieces que je joins a‘L cette
lettre, veuillent bien prendre en consideration le naufrage de “ liElz‘zag ” détournée
de sa route par suite de l’erreur du croiseur de Sa Majeste’ Bntanmque. Je ne
pretends assurément pas faire de ce fficheux événemeht un chef formal de
réclamation, mais le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britahmque eet trap equitable
pour n’en pas tenir un compte liberal dans la fixatlon de _l’1ndemmté qu’il
accordera au propriétaire de ce navire, qui, sans son arlfestatlon, ne se ffit pas
trouvé dans les parages 01‘). i1 s’est perdu.,

Agréez, &c. ‘ . - .
~ (Signé) A. WALEWSKI.

 

Inclosure in No. 224.

Substance of three Policies of Insurance inclosed in Count Walewski’s letter of
‘ April 11, 1854. '

POLICY dated May 13th, 1851, is an Insurance of Merchandize shipped on
board the ‘3 Eliza ” to the value of 70,000 florins. , " 1

Policy dated June 17th, 1851, is an Insurance of the Hull and Appurte-
nances of the “ Eliza,” to the Value of ] 1,813 florins. ‘

Policy dated July 9th 1851, is an Insurance on the freight of the ship,
which is estimated by consent at 7,080 florins. '

 

, . No. 225..

M. Baudin to the Earl of Clarendofi.—_(Received August 12.)

M. 1e Comte, ' Albert-gate House, le 11 Aodt, 1854.
PAR une ?ettre en date (111 7 Janvier, 1854, votre Excellence a. demandé

5. M.'1e Comte VValewski de 111i fournir certains documents destinés a guider
'les Lords de la, Trésorerie dans l’appréciation qu’ils ont é faire du chifi're de
l’indemnité é Iaquelle pent avoir droit le navire Frangais “ l’Eliza ” par suite de
son arrestation a la céte d’Afrique. L’Ambassadeur (16 Sa Majesté Impériale a eu
l’hon’neur de transmettre ces pieces a votre Excellence sous .13 date (In 11 Avril
der'nier et je prends Ia liberté de vous demander de vouloir bien me faire 0011—-
naitre si les Lords de la Trésorerie ont rendu leur decision.

‘ - J’ai, 8:0.
(Signé) CH. BAUDIN.
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No. 226.

The Earl Of Clarendon to M. Baudin. ,

Sir, ‘ Foreign Ofice, August 29, 1854.
WITH reference to your note of the 11th instant, and to the previous

correspondence which has taken place between this office and the French
Embassy 0n the subject of the indemnity to be paid to the owner of the French
vessel “Eliza,” for the loss sustained by him from the improper detention of
his vessel on suspicion of being concerned in the Slave Trade by Her Majesty’s
ship “ Volcano,” in May 1851, I have now the honour to communicate to you the
decision to which, after a full consideration of the facts of the case, Her
Majesty’s Government have come upon the subject.

The total amount claimed on behalf of the owner of the “Eliza ” is 441l.
The first item of this charge is for demurrage (amounting to 2851.),

calculated at the rate of 5l. per day for fifty—seven days.
Her Majesty’s Government cannot allow this charge to its full extent, as,

in the first place, the real time of the detention of the “ Eliza ” was only forty-
five days, namely, from the 17th May to the 30th June, 1851 ; and in the second
place, the charge of 5!. a day for a vessel of only fifty-four tons burden is very
unreasonable, as it is stipulated by the several Treaties between this country
and foreign Powers that 51. per day is the sum to be allowed for demurrage
for vessels of from 100 to 120 tons burden. .

It is therefore proposed that the charge for demurrage should be calculated
at the rate of 30.9. per ton per month on fifty—four tons, which is at the same
rate as is now paid to vessels in Her Majesty’s Transport Service, and which
would amount to 1211. 10s. ’

The second item amounts to 100l., being for various alleged. losses and
expenses occasioned by the detention of the “ Eliza,” including the premium of
an insurance and commission thereupon made upon that vessel and. her cargo
for a voyage which her owner intended her to make after the completion of the
one in which she was lost.

This claim is quite inadmissible, both because sums paid for insurance do
not generally come within the description of costs and damages occasioned by
the detention of a. vessel, and because the insurance in question had nothing to
do with the voyage in which the “Eliza ” was seized. ‘

The next is a charge of 15L for premium on an’ insurance said to have been
effected on the “Eliza ” for her voyage from the Bissao Channel, the place of
her detention, to Sierra Leone. . “ ' ’

Now as the owner of this vessel, could only have known of her detention
upon her arrival at Sierra Leone, it is difficult to understand how this insurance
could have been effected. This charge cannot therefore be allowed. .

The fourth charge is for 7l. due to the Master of the “Eliza ” for piloting
his vessel at the request of the mate of Her Majesty’s ship “Volcano.”

This is equally inadmissible, as in all cases where demurrage is to be
allowed to an owner, he is bound to pay out of that sum the wages of the
master and crew of his vessel.

Fifthly, the owner claims 34L for the loss of a voyage by the detention of
the “Eliza,” for Consular expenses at Sierra Leone, andefor personal annoyance
from having hisname connected with Slave Trade proceedings.

The only part of this charge which is admissible is that for Consular expenses,
of which, however, no separate account is rendered, but for which Her Majesty’s
Government will allow l7l.

There appears to be also a bill of costs of a Mr. Dougan on behalf of the
owner amounting to 361. 93. 7d. which does not form an item of the charges
put forward in the memorandum of the French Consular Agent at Sierra
Leone, inclosed in Count Walewski’s note toLord Palmerston, of the 10th of
September, 1851, but which, if it has not been paid by the seizor, Her Majesty’s
Government will think it right to refund to the owner of the “ Eliza.”

The amount, therefore, which Her Majesty’s G0vernment are prepared to
order to be paid to the owner of the “ Eliza” as compensation for her improper
detention by Her Majesty’s ship “Volcano,” in May 1851, is as follows :__' -
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£ .9. d.

For demurrage . . . . . . 121 10 0

,, Consular expenses . . . . . 17 0 0

,, Mr. Dougau’s Bill . . . . . 36 9_ 7

£174 19 7

And I have to request that you will communicate to your Government the

decision to which Her Majesty’s Government have come upon this matter! and

Which they trust the French Government will find to be a just and equitable

arrangement. ' .

I beg to add, that upon receiving your acquiescence 1n the terms proposed,

I shall be prepared'to order the payment to you of the sum thus awarded to

the owner of the “ Eliza.”
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 227,

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Cowley.

My Lord, Foreign Oflice, September 27, 1854.

I INCLOSE for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a despatch from

Viscount Stratford de Redcliffe, reporting his communications with the Porte

respecting the trade in Georgian and Circassian slaves, and a copy of an instuc-

tion which I have addressed to his Excellency in reply.* ’
I have to instruct your Excellency to express to M. Drouyn (1e Lhuys the

hope of Her Majesty’s Government, that the Government of France will join

with them in insisting that the Slave Trade should be put down, which, with all

its odious consequences, brings disgrace upon the allies whose fleets and armies

are now aiding. the country in which this system not only exists, but is. actually
aggravated by their successes against Russia. ‘ '

I am, 810.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 228.

Lord Cowley to the Earl of ClarendonE—(Received October 3.)

My Lord, > Paris, October 2, 1854.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 27th ultimo I have
the honour to state that M. Drouyn de Lhuys will be happy to assist your
Lordship in insisting with the Porte that the Slave Trade shall be put down
Within the Sultan’s dominions. ’

I have, 8m:
(Signed) COWLEY.

 

No. 229.

, Count Walewski. t0 the Earl of Clarendonr—(Received October 23.)

M. 1e Comte, Albert—gaté House, It: 21 Octobre, 1854.
. _VOTRE Excellence a fait connaitre 2‘1 M. Baudin, 1e 29 Aofit dernier,1a.

déc1s10n des Lords de la Tre’sorerie sur la reclamation en indemnité du'propriétaire
du pavire Frangais “ l’Eliza,” arrété sur la cote d’Afrique par le croiseurde Se
Magesté Britannique “ Volcano.” ’ V

Nos. 566 and 567.
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J’ai l’honneur d’annoncer é, votre Excellence que les propriétaires de “Z’Elz'za’?
acceptent 1e chifi're de l’indemnité fixé 21 174l. 193. 7d. Mais que, comme
cette somme d’apres leurs calculs ne répond pas 21 l’importance des dommages,
ils osent espérer que la Cour des Lords de la Trésorerie leur en accordera. les
intéréts depuis 1e 1 Juillet, 1851, jour de la relaxation de “ l’Eliza,” jusqu’au
29 Aout, 1854. L’intérét constant que mon Gouyernement a pris 5L cette
reclamation, comme les efforts empressés que le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté
Britannique a faits de son cote pour terminer cette afi'aire, me font bien augurer
du succes de cette derniére demande des propriétaires de “l’El'iza,” et je n’he’site
pas a vous 1.9L transmettre, M. 1e Comte, en vous priant d’agréer, &c.

(Signé) A. WALEWSKI.

 

No. 230.

The Earl of Clarendon'to Lord Cowley.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, October 24, 1854.
WITH reference to my despatch to your Excellency of the 27th

ultimo, I transmit herewith for your information, a copy of a despatch * Which
I have received from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at the Porte, inclosing
translations of two Imperial firmans which have been addressed to the Pasha.
in command of the Ottoman army at Batoum, prohibiting the Traffic in Slaves
in Circassia and Georgia.

Your Excellency will communicate copies of these documents to M. Drouyn
de Lhuys, if he should not have received them already, and. you will take this
opportunity to thank his Excellency for the readiness with Which he'undertook
to assist Her Majesty’s Government in endeavouring to prevail upon the Porte
to put down this Traffic.

I inclose also for communication to M. Drouyn de Lhuys, a copy of a
despatch which I have addressedt to Lord Stratford de Redchfi'e, instructing his
Excellency to request that the Ottoman Government will empower Admiral
Dundas to concert with the Ottoman Governors of Batoum and Trebizond, the
adaption of measures in order to prevent the Sultan’s prohibition of the Circas-
sian and Georgian Slave Trade from being evaded by ships under the
Ottoman flag. Your Excellency will express to M. Drouyn de Lhuys the hope
of Her Majesty’s Government that the Government of France will instruct the
French Charge d’Afl'aires at Constantinople to make an application to the Porte
with regard to the cooperation of Admiral Hamelin, similar to that which I
have directed Lord Stratford to make. , ‘

. I am, 8L0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 231.

Lord Cowley to the Earl of Clarendon.~—-(Received Oct‘olm~ 30.)

My Lord, Paris, October 29, 1854.

I HAVE read your Lordship’s despatch of the 24th instant to M. Drouyn
de Lhuys, and. his Excellency will send instructions to the French Chargé

' d’Afi'aires at Constantinople, in the sense desired by your Lordship.
I have, &c.

(Signed) COWLEY.

 

‘F No. 570. 1‘ No. 572.
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N0. 232.

The Earl of Clarendon to Count Walewski.

M. l’Ambassadeur, ' Foreign Ofllce, Noveniber 15, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that I have referred to the
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, your letter of the 2lst ultimo
respecting the amount of compensation to be paid to_ the owner of the French

vessel “ Eliza,” for her detention in 1851, by Lleutenant Reeve, of Her

Majesty’s steamer “ Volcano,” and I have the satisfaction to acquaint you that
their Lordships have admitted the repreSentation made by your Excellency on
behalf of the owner of the “ Eliza,” claiming interest for the period between
the lst of July, 1851, and the 29th of August, 1854, upon the compensation
which Her Majesty’s Government have offered to pay to the owner of that
vessel. '

I have,’however, to refer your Excellency to one item in the estimate made
by the Lords of the Treasury of the French owner’s claim, which estimate was
communicated to the French Embassy in the concluding portion of my note to
M. Baudin, of the 29th of August. That item is the bill of costs of a Mr. Dougan
on behalf of the owner of the “Eliza,” amounting to 36!. 9s. 7d.

Your Excellency will observe that it was assumed by the Lords of the
Treasury that the owner might have been still liable fer the payment of this
charge; but I have to explain that their Lorclships have since ascertained, on
application to Lieutenant Reeve’s agents in London, that Mr. Dougan’s bill was
paid by Mr. Reeve’s agent at Sierra Leone, on the 25th of August, 1851, and the
Lords of the Treasury have therefore deducted this sum of 361. 95'. 7d. from the
amount of compensation due to the French owner.

The amount will accordingly now. stand as follows :—‘—

.£ 3. cl.
Demurrage ................ 121 10 0
Consular expenses .......... 17 O O

138 do 0
Interest .................. 20 18 7

£159 ‘ 8 7;

And I have the honour to inform your Excellency that the Lords of the
Treasury will be prepared to direct Her Majesty’s Paymaster-G eneral to pay the ‘
above; mentioned sum of 159l. 85'. 7:1. to such person as your Excellency may
appoint to receive it. .

I am, &0.
(Signed) OLARENDON.

 

V . No.233.

Count Walewski to the Earl qf Claa~endon.—(Reoeizved November 29.)

M, le Comte. ’ Albert—gate House, Z1: 28 Novembre, 1854.

J’AI porté A la. connaissauce d_u Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Impériale,
qui l’a. communiquée aux intéressés, la decision des Lords de. la Trésorerie dont
votre Excellence m’a. fait l’honneur de m’iuformer par sa, lettre du 15 de ce
mois, dens l’afi’aire du navire Frangais “ l’Eliza.”

Les propriétaires de ce navire manquent en ce moment de données positives
sur le paiement des frais this {i M; ,Dougan ; ils n’élévent donc pas de difliculté '
sur la. reduction prononcée' é cet égard, convaincus que s’il venait 21 étre prouvé
plus tard que ces frais sont restés é. leur charge, une simple productiOn (1e pieces
deleur part suffirait pour faire reconnaitre leur droit. Ils acceptent en conse-
quence 1e réglement d’indemnité arrété par la Trésorerie dans les termes que
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votre Excellence m’a fait l’honneur de m’indiquer dams sa lettre du 15, et je suis
prét 5, recevoir, en leur nom, et au nom de mon Gouvernement, 1a somme de
1592. 88. 701., montant de l’indemnité, si vous voulez bien, M. 16 Comte, me la,
faire tenir, ou m’indiquer oi). elle doit étre touchée.

Agréez, &c.
(Signé) A. WALEWSKI.

 

No. 234.

The Ed?! of Clarendon to Count Walewski.

M. I’Ambassadeur, Foreign Ofice, December 1, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter
of the 28th of November, stating that the owners of the French ves§e1 “ Eliza ”
are ready to accept the sum of 1591. 83. 7d. as compensation on the part of

Her Majesty’s Government for the detention of that vessel by Her Majesty’s
ship “Volcano” in May 1851.

I inclose herewith an order payable to bearer for the sum in question, and
I have to request that your Excellency will have the goodness to favour me with
an acknowledgment of its receipt.

I am, 8w. ‘ . .
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 235.

Count Walewski to the Earl of Clarendon.~—(Received December 5.)

>M. 1e Comte, Albert—gate House, le 4 Décembre, 1854.

J’AI eu l’honneur de faire connaitre évotre Excellence,1e 28 Février, 1853,
en lui en communiquant 1e texte,1’arrét rendu par la. Cour d’Appel de Bordeaux, 1e
24 Mai précédant, dans l’afi‘aire du navire Frangais le “ Marabout,” arrété sous
prévention de Traite, 'en 1841, par le croiseur de SaMajesté Britannique la
“Rose.” Cet arrét, écartant, en ce qui concernait 1e fait méme de la capture
du navire, 1a demande d’indemnité formée par les propriétaires du navire centre '
le Capitaine Christie, les déclarait recevahles quant a Lleur réclamation en
dommages-intéréts pour la. détention indfiment prolongée de leur équipage
sur des navires de guerre Anglais, ordonnait la. fixation du chifi're de ces
dommages, et condamnait le Capitaine Christie aux frais de premiére instance et
d’appel. J’exprimais en ,méme temps a votre Excellence l’opinion 01‘1 j’étais
que les intéressés seraient disposés é, transiger sur le chiff're des dommages
intéréts, afin d’éviter les délais que ne manquerait pas d’entrainer leur réglement
par la voie judiciaire. A la demand'e de votre Excellence, j’ai eu l’honneur de
lui faire connaitre, le 24 Juin suivant, le chiffre des prétentions des propriétaires
du “ Mambout,” s’élevant a 212,914 francs. Le 24 Novembre, vous avez bien
voulu m’informer du rejetahsolu de ces prétentions par les Lords de la Tré—
sorerie, on, (111 mains, de la disposition of; ils étaient de ne transiger que sur des
bases qui ont paru inacceptables aux. réclamants. Ceux—ci ont, ‘ dés ,lors, laissé
l’afi'aire suivre le cours judiciaire que luiavait tracé l’arrét du 24 Mai, 1852, et
je viens d?étre chargé d’avoir l’honneur d’informer votre Excellence du nouvel
arrét rendu par la Cour Impériale de‘ Bordeaux, en ce qui touche cette fois 1e
chiffre des dommages—intéréts résultant de la. détention indfiment prolongée
de l’équipage d_u “JWambout.” Cet arrét, en date du 12 Juillet dernier, con-
damne M.1e Oapitain’e Christie 2; payer aux intéressés une somme de 93,401
francs 88 centimes, avec intéréts é 6,1)0ur cent depuis le 14 Décembre, 1841,
date de l’exploit introductif d’inStance, jusqu’au jour du paiement. Le Capitaine
Christie 3., de plus, été condamné aux dépens de l’instance, s’élevant A 5,247
francs 61 centimes, dont 4,269 francs 56 centimes ’au profit des liquidateurs
L. Lépertiére, at 377 francs 45 centimes au profit des héritiers Le Ray. Cette
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~somme fixée pour les dépens, est indépendante de celle qui avait été réglée pour
les frais du premier jugement, et dont votre Excellence at bien voulu m’adresser
le montant avec. sa. lettre du 12 Janvier dernier.

J’ai,‘ 8m.
(Signé) _ A. WALEWSKI.

P.S.—-—Je joins ici neuf pieces judiciaires que votre Excellehce jugera sans

doute a propos de communiquer aux Lords de la Trésorerle, eavon':

1-. L’arrét de la Cour Impériale de Bordeaux du 24 Man, 1852.

2. L’arrét de la. méme Cour du 12 Jufllet, 1854:.

3. L’acte de signification de ce demier arrét aux avoués.

4. L’acte de signification du meme arrét aux parties.

5, 6, et 7. L’exécutoire des frais de l’instance au profit des liquidateurs

Lépertiére contre le Capitaine Christie; les actes de signification de cet exécu—

toire é, l’avoué et 21 la partie.
Set 9. ,L’exécutoire des memes frais an profit des héritiers Le Ray; sa,

signification 2‘1 l’avoué.

 

N0. 236.

Count Walewski to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Rec¢iveol December 7.)

M. 16 Comte, Albert—gate House, le 5 De’cembre, 1854.

J’AI reeu, avec la lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait l’honneur de m’écrire

en date du 1 de ce mois, 1e mandat de 1591. 83. 7d. qui y était joint, et qui

est le montant de l’indemnité accordée par le Gouverhement de Sa Majesté

Britannique aux propriétaires du navire Frangais “ l’Eliza,” pour son arresta—

tion par le croiseur de Sa Majesté Britannique 1e “Volcano,” en Mai 1851.

Je n’ai pas manque de transmettre cette somme a men Gouvernement, et

en en accusant réception 2‘1 votre Excellence je 1a pvie d’agréer, 8m.
(Signé) A. WALEWSKI.

 

No. 237.

The Earl of Clarendon to Count Walewski. ,

M. I’Ambassadeur, Foieign Ofice, December 8, 18544

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the letter which your
Excellency, addressed to me on the 4th instant, respecting the damages awarded ‘

by the Imperial Court of Bordeaux to the parties interested in the French veSSel,
“ Marabou .”

I have referred your Excellency’s letter with its inclosures to. the Lords
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and as soon as I shall have received a reply from
their Lordships, I shall have the honour of addressing your Excellency again
upon the subject. . ‘

I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 238.

Colonel Hodges to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received May 22.)

My Lord, Hamburg, May 18, 1854.
A BRAZILIAN vessel, the “Don Pedro Segundo,” I believe armed, has

entered the port of Bremen, Which it is intended to fit out there for the Slave
Trade. She is a very fast sailing vessel, and has accommodation on board her
for 600 persons.

The Brazilian Consul—G eneral here informs me that he has been over to
Bremen to ascertain the truth of the reports made to him about this vessel, and
he fully confirms to me the above statement. He considered it his duty to take
from the vessel all flags she had on board, except one of the Brazils, and to place
on board persons to watch her; but as he found that the captain had bribed
them, he had applied to the Bremen Government, who promised him that they
would watch the movements of the vessel. _

I have also directed’ Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul to ascertain all the
particulars about this vessel, and let me know as to her movements. '

, I have, &c.
(Signed) G. LLOYD HODGES. '

 

The Earl of Clarendon to Colonel Hodges.

(Extract) Foreign Oflice, filay 26, 1854.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 18th instant, reporting that

a Brazilian vessel called the “ Don Pedro Segundo” had arrived at Bremen, for
the purpose of being there fitted out for the Slave Trade.

And I have to desire that you will cause a strict watch to be kept on the
“ Don Pedro Segundo,” and that you will immediately report to me any informa-
tion as to her movements which you may obtain.

 

No. 240.

The Earl ofClarendon to Colonel Hodges.

(Extract) Foreign Ofice, May 31, 1854.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 26th instant, respecting the

movements of the‘suspected slaver “ Don Pedro Segundo,” Which vessel you had
reported to have arrived at Bremen, I have further to desire that if you should
have reason to suppose that the authorities of Bremen are disposed in any way
to protect or assist the equipment of the vessel in question for the Slave Trade,
you will protest strongly against such connivance, and V you will remind the
Government of Bremen of the engagements Which they contracted towards
Great Britain and France by the Treaty of the 9th .of June, 1837, in which
they undertook to cooperate with those Governments towards the complete
suppression of the Slave Trade.

 

CLASS B.



250 HANSE TOWNS.

N0. 241.

Colonel Hodges t0 the Earl of Claremlon.—(Reo;eived June 2.)

My Lord, Hamburg, May 30, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

despatch of the 26th instant, and in obedience to your Lordship’s instructlpns

I shall cause a strict watch to be kept on the “ Don Pedro Segundo,” now

lying at Bremerhaven, and report to your Lordship all I may learn as to

her movements.
I have obtained from the Brazilian Consul-General the inclosed statement

respecting this vessel, which will show what steps have been taken by him to

watch her, and from which it will appear that she 15 now for sale, but I under-

stand that her real Master, ’l‘omasini, is not anxious to find a purchaser for

her.
The consignees of the “ Don Pedro Segundo ” are, Messrs. Lange and Grave,

at Bremen, and the Bremen authorities have assured the Consul-General fer

the Brazils, that great vigilance shall be used in regard to her Whllst 1n thelr

port.
I have, 8:0.

(Signed) G. LLOYD HODGES.

 

Inclosure in N0. 241.

Memorandu-m.

PAR office du 18 Février, et par bateau—z‘t-vapeur, 1e President de Bahia a.

annoncé au Consul—Général du Brésil dans les villes Anséatiques, que le navire

Brésilien “Don Pedro Segundo ” était parti du Port de Bahia, 1e 16, avec charge-

ment de 'sucre, sel et tabac, se dirigeant é. Bremen. Et comme ce navire

appartenait 54. un des plus entreprenants négriers, Thomas da Costa, Ramos, dit

“ le Maneto,” qui s’était sauvé du Brésil, oil il était poursuivi, et résidait 21
Lisbonne, i1 fallait le surveiller, parcequ’il ne serait pas impossible qu’il voulfit
s’armer e‘m Bremen pour aller faire la 'l‘raite.

Au méme temps, M. Limpo d’Ahreo, Ministl‘e des Aff'aires Etrangéres :1
Rio de Janeiro, ordonnait au méme Consul—Grénéral d’exercer la plus grande
surveillance sur le ditnavire “Don Pedro Segundo,” car :1 tout prix i1 fallait
empécher l’infame'l‘rafique de Noirs. Ce navire dés sa construction était surveillé
jpar les autorités Brésiliennes, et par les Agents du unvernement Impérial 2‘1
’l’étranger. 1

Aussitét que le Consul~Général a regu 1m avis, il a. prdonné au Vice-Consul
a Bremen d’exercer la. plus active et sévere surveillance sur le navire en question
dés qu’il arriverait.

Le 1 Avril 1e navite est arrivé au Port de Bremen (Bremerhafen), et
,avant d’avoir jetté l’ancre, un agent de confiance le surveillait de la maniére la.
plus habile. .

Le Consul—Général, prévenu tous les jours de ce qui se passait, est allé
lui-méme A Bremerhafen le 28 Avril, jour que lui était annoncé comme celui
01‘1 devait finir 1e déchargement du navire, et accompagné d’un homme special
il a procédé é. une rigoureuse visite, et interrogé 1e capritaine, 1e pilote, et les gens
dé 17équipage, qui tous ont nié vouloir faire la, Traite.

Le pilote (Tomassini) qui est le caissier du navire, n’a pas nié que le navire
était construit- express pour faire la. Traite, et que partout 01‘). i1 se présentait 0n
l’appelait négrier. Ce Tomassini avait été lui-méme négrier, ce que n’inspirait
pas confiance dens ses protestations de ne plus vouloir d’un tel commerce. Un
autre motif de defiance c’était que le navire ne voulait accepter aucun des
avantageux afi‘rétements qu’on lui ofi'rait, Tomassini répondant qu’il attendait
des ordres de son propriétaire.

' Par toutes ces raisons 1e ConsuLGénéral a rédouhle’ sa surveillance, et pour
plus de sécurité i1 s’est adressé au Sénateur Smidt, qui, en absence du Bourgue-
maitre, ‘présidait la. Commission chargée du Département des Afi'aires Etrangéres
pour faire surveiller, 1e navire par la police de Bremerhafen.

Le Sénateur Smidt comprenant la, défaveur qui résulterait pour 1e Com—
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merce de Bremen si de son port 11 partait un navire préparé pour faire 1a Traite,
a promis au OonsuI—Gcéne’ral de faire rigoureusement' surveiller 1e navire, son
capitaine, son pilote, et son équipage, et en efl‘et cela se fait avec beaucoup
d’activité.

Soit parceque 1e navire devient suspect partout oh i1 se présente, soit parce—
que la surveillance qu’a Bremerhafen 0n exerce sur lui, ne lui permet pas de
se preparer pour l’atfreux commerce de la Traite, Tomassini a sollicité de son
proprie’taire l’ordre pour le vendre, et dans ce moment it est en vente.

 

N0. 242.

Colonel Hodges to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Receited July 3.)

My Lord, Hamburg, June 29, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Brazilian Consul—
General for Hamburgh and the other Hanse Towns hasjust returned from Bremen,
whither he'had gone reSpecting the sale of the Brazilian vessel “Don Pedro
Segundo,” and that on Tuesday last, the 27th instant, she was sold in his presence
to M. Jacoh Junge, a merchant and citizen of Bremen.

There is, therefore, every probability that this vessel Will now be employed
solely in lawful commerce, the only further steps required being that she should
be placed in due form under the Bremen flag, until which is done, however,
Tomasini, the master, stated that the purchase would not be wmpleted.

Immediately after the sale, Tomasini dismissed the whole of his crew and
sent them on shore; but by a telegraphic despatch received this morning by the
Brazilian Consul—Grenerai, he is informed that the Bremen authorities had ordered
the crew to go on board again ; on what grounds he does not know.

I am further informed by the Brazilian Consul—General that he has
ascertained hey and doubt that the “ Don Pedro Segundo” was sent to Bremen
expressly that she should be fitted out for the Slave Trade; and that under-
those circumstances he will in no case allow her to leave Bremen under the
Brazilian flag. -

I have directed Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Bremen to continue to-
exercise the greatest vigilance in looking after the vessel, and I shall immedi—-
ately acquaint your Lordship of anything further that may occur respecting-
her deserving of notice. ’ 7

 

I have, &c. I
(Signed) G. LLOYD HODGES.

No. 243.

The Earl of Clarendon to Colonel Hodges.

Sir, ' Foreign Ofice, October 4, 1854.

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the Brazilian

vessel the “ Don Pedro Segundo,” I have to state 'to you that I have received a
despatch upon the subject from Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro, in

which he states that “ the vessel in question is notorious in the annals of ,

Brazilian slave-trading;” and I have to desire that you will inform me what
has become of the “ Don Pedro Segundo.” ' '

' » I am, &c.
(Signed) . CLARENDON.

 

, No. 244.

’ Colonel Hotlges to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received October 11.)

My LOrd, 4 Hamburg, October 9, 1854.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 4th instant,
desiring to know what had become of the “Don Pedro Segundo,” I beg
to refer to the inclosed copy of the answer which I have received from
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‘ Her Majesty’s Vice—Consul at Bremen to my inquiries in consequence of such
despatch,and by Which it appears that she is still lymg, as I had every reason
to believe, in the port of Bremerhaven.

This vessel was purchased by a Bremen merchant of the name of J1mg, for
10,000 rix dollars, on condition that Bremen papers and flag could be obtained

for her.
The Senate of Bremen had persisted in refusing to grant the papers and

flag of that State to the “Don Pedro Segundo ;” but, as appears from the
inclosure, in consequence of her having been considerably altered, it is probable
that they will grant her a Bremen nationality, and if so I shall duly report the
same.

 

I have, &c.

(Signed) G. LLOYD HODGES.

‘ Inclosure in No. 244.

Vice—C’onsul Pearkes to Colonel Hodges.

Sir, ' Bremen, October 7, 1854.

‘ I HAVE had the honour to receive your despatch of yesterday’s date, and
in compliance therewith, I beg leave to inform you that the vessel “Don Pedro
Segundo,” being now the property of a Bremen merchant, no objection Will be
made in granting her Bremen papers, on delivery to the Senate of the ship—
builder’s certificate confirming the completion of the alterations which have
been deemed requisite, to remove any doubt that might or could be entertained
of the vessel being intended again for the Slave Trade. .

The “Don Pedro Segundo ” was formerly a brig, but has now received a
third mast, and thereby is altered to a barque, the yards are shortened, the sails
altered, &c., &c. I understand her name in future is to be “ Wolda,” and in
consequence of the alterations Which have been made, Will now require only a
complement of 16 to 18 men—the former crew was 23. The vessel lies at
present in the dock at Bremerhaven, and Will probably proceed to an English
port to load coals for a trans—Atlantic one, as the great reduction in the passage
money for emigrants to the United States offers at present little or no
inducement to send a vessel there. ,

I have, &c.
(Signed) B. PEARKES.

 

N0. 245.

colonel~ Hodges to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 23.)

My Lord, - Hamburg, October 18, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship, in regard to the “ Don

Pedro Segundo,” that Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Bremen has communicated
to me under date of the 17th instant, that the documents required having been
handed to the Senate of that city, the necessary papers granting nationality
have been given to the vessel formerly called “Don Pedro Segundo,” and she
is now, therefore, entitled to the rights of the Bremen flag. The vessel’s
name, is now “ Wolda.” v

Mr. Pearkes will inform me immediately of the above mentioned vessel’s
departure from the Weser, with her destination, so far as he can learn the
same, it being as yet undecided Whether she is to proceed to a British port,
or to one in Venezuela ; andI shall take care to communicate those particulars
to your Lordship.

I have, 8w.
(Signed) G. LLOYD HODGES.
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No. 246.

The Earl of Clarendon to Colonel Hodges.
(No. 15.)

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, October 27, 1854.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy ofa despatclfi" Which I have received

from Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro, reporting that a Portuguese
brig called the “ Eaaperiencia,” suspected of being intended for the Slave Trade,
had sailed for Hamburgh on the 25th of August last; and I have to instruct
you to take measures to have the proceedings of this vessel watched on her
arrival at Hamburgh.

I am, &c. .
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 247.

Colonel Hodges to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received November 4.)

My Lord, Hamburg, November 1, 1854.
WITH reference to my despatch to your Lordship of the 18th ultimo,

I have the honour to transmit copy of a letter Which I have received
from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Bremen, stating that the vessel former]
called the “Don Pedro Segundo,” but now the “ Wolda,”had sailed for a
port in Colombia.

.1 have, &c.
(Signed) ’ G. LLOE HODGES.

 

Inclosure in N0. 247.

Vice— Consul Péarkes to Colonel Hodges.

Sir, ' Bremen, October 31, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to report to you that the Bremen barque “ Wolda,”

Shneye, master, (formerly “Don Pedro Segundo,”) sailed this morning at
about 8 o’clock with a southerly wind from Bremerhaven for a port in Colombia,
either La Guayra or Puerto Cabello, and as I am informed in ballast.

I hatfe, &c,
(Signed) B. PEARKES.

 

N0. 248.

Colonel Hodges to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 4.)

My Lord, Hamburg, November I, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofyourLordship’s despatch

of the 27th ultimo, with inclosure from Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de
Janeiro ; and I beg to inform your Lordship that the “ Emperiencia,” Portuguese
brig, has not yet arrived here, but that, in compliance with your Lordship’s
instructions,I shall take measures so soon as she reaches this port to have her
proceedings here watched, and shall duly inform you of the same. '

‘ I have, &c.
(Signed) Gr, LLOYD HODGES.

 

'5 No. 150.
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No. 249.

Colonel Hodges to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Recczived November 9.)

My Lord, Hamburg, November 6, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Portuguese

' brig the “Experiencia,” referred to in your despat¢11 of the 27th ultimo,

arrived in the port of Hamburg on Friday 1_ast,'with a cargo of coffee

consigned to merchants of this city. This vessel IS now discharging her cargo,

which will occupy her about a weekgbut I have, accotding to your Lord'ship’s
instructions, given directions to have her proceedings strictly watched, and I

shall transmit all information that I may obtain worthy of attention to your

Lordship without any delay.
I have, &c. .

(Signed) G. LLOYD HODGES.

 

_No. 250.

Golorzel Hodges to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Rcceived November 23.)

My Lord, Hamburg, November 20, 1854.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 27th ultimo, I have now
the honour to inform your Lordship that the “Experiancia,” having discharged
her cargo of coffee, is now clearing out from this port With part of a cargo of tar,
and partly in ballast for Lisbon. -

From the various inquiries that I have made, I find that the “ Emperiancia ”
belongs to the Cod Fish Company at Lisbon, a very respectable commercial
company; that she has only a crew of eleven 'men; and that there are no
grounds for suspecting that she is now in any way connected with slave-trading,
and this is also the opiniOn of my Brazilian colleague here, who has likewise
been watching the proceedings of this vessel. '

Ihave,‘ &c. V
(Signed) ‘ G, LLOYD HODGES.

 

No. 251.

The Earl of Ulurendbn to Colonel Hodges.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, January 30, 1855.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 15st of November last,*
reporting that the “ Wolda ” formerly the Brazilian slaver “ Don Pedro
Segundp,” had sailed from Bremen for La Guayra or Puerto Cahello, I now
transmlt to you for‘your information, a copy of a despatoh1L Which I have received
from Her Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires in Venezuela, and its inclosure, reporting
that the “ Wolda ” had arrived at Puerto Caballo, and that there was no reason
to doubt that she was engaged in lawful trade. '

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

9‘ Na 247. + No. 636.
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No. 252.

Afr. Doyle to the Earl of Clarendon—(Received April 1.)

My Lord, ' Mexico, March 4, 1854.
IN accordance With your Lordship’s directions, contained in your despatch

of the 30th of last December,' I addressed the Minister for Foreign Affairs
3. note, the copy of which I have the honour to inclose, as .Well as of his
EXcellency’s answer, by which your Lordship Will see that no proposals What-
ever have been made by theSpanish Government, of the nature alluded to in
your Lordship’s despatch, and that the Mexican Government are determined
to observe most faithfully all the conditions of their Slave Trade Treaty with
Great Britain. A

In my despatch of the 2nd ultimo,* I had the honour to inclose the
terms granted to Sefior Vecino, Bavarian Consul at Havana, for taking Yucatan
Indians to Cuba as free labourers, and I new fOrward to your Lordship copy of
a despatch I have addressed to the British Vice-Consul at Laguna de Terminos,
directing him to give me information of the slightest attempt at any infringe—
ment of the terms which were to be observed, I have also directed Mr. Consul
Giffard, at Vera Cruz, to put himself into communication With persons residing
at Merida and Campeachy, With the same object.

The Spanish Minister, in speaking to me on this subject, told me that he
did not suppose the authorities in the Island of Cuba would permit the Mexican
Consul to exercise this stipulated intervention, but which, however, I do not see
could be prevented if the orders of this Government are carried out. On the
other hand, the American Charge d’Affaires, speaking to me on the same subject,
said that he felt certain his Government wduld never allow such a system to be
carried out. ’ , ,

' I have &c. ' ' -
(Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

Inclosure 1 iuNo. 252. ‘

Mr. Doyle to Sefior Bom'lla. '

. Mexico, February 4, 1854.

THE Undersigned, &c‘, has instructions to state tofhis Excellency Don
Manuel Diez de Bouilla, that Her Majesty’s Charge d’Aff'aires’ at the Court of
Madrid, having brought before the Spanish Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs the question of the unfortunate Yucatan Indians, Who had been kidq

- napped by a person of the name of Anduze, and sent to the Island of Cuba as
slaves. Mr. Otway was informed in writing by Sefior Calderon de la Barca,
that the Government of Her Catholic Majesty was about to come to an under-
standing with that of Mexico, respecting the importation of Yucatan Indians
into Cuba as colonists. The Undersigued is instructed to say, that until Her
Majesty’s Government are officially informed of'the fact, they will hesitate to
believe that the Mexican Government has entered into arrangements with the
Spanish Government for the exportation of unfortunate Indians to Cuba, as it

’1‘ See Class B, presented 1854, No. 25?. I
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would be tantamount to aiding the Spanish Government to violate a solemn
Treaty engagement with England. The Undersigned has had such experience of
the feelings of all the different administrations of this country with respect to
the iniquitous Traffic in Slaves, which all the Great Powers in Christendom are
striving to put an end to, by every means in their power, and for which purpose

Mexico has also entered into solemn Treaty arrangements with Great Britain,
that he feels convinced his Excellency Sefior Bonilla will enable him to state to
Her Majesty’s Government that no such arrangement as is stated by Seiior
Calderon de la Barca to have been proposed to Mexico, will be carried out by
the present enlightened Government of this country, and that they will rather
take every means in their power of preventing the slightest act being committed
by the local authorities of Yucatan, by which the Indians of that peninsula might
under any pretext be sent to the Island of Cuba, in such a manner as to place
them in a situation even of forced labour, which would be, as far as they were
concerned, virtually placing them in a state of slavery under a disguised shape.

The Undersigned, &Lc.
. (Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 252.

Sefior Bonilla to Mr. Doyle.

(Translation) Mewico, February 8, 1854.

THE Undersigned has had the honour to receive his Excellency the British
Minister’s note, in which it is stated that Her Majesty’s Charge d’Aff'aires at the
Court of Spain, having addressed the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
upon the subject of the Yucatan Indians, who had been kidnapped by a man
called Anduze, and sent to the Island of Cuba as slaves, Mr. Otway had received
an answer from Sefior Calderon de la Barca informing him that the Government
of Her Catholic Majesty were on the point of drawing up an agreement with
Mexico respecting the exportation of Yucatan Indians as colonists.

His Excellency Mr. Doyle also states in his above-mentioned note that
until Her Majesty’s Government are officially informed of the fact they will
hesitate to believe that the Mexican Government has entered into arrangements
with that of Spain, respecting the above-mentioned exportation, and requests
that every means in their power may be employed to prevent the slightest act
being committed by the local authorities of Yucatan, by which the Indians of
that peninsula might be sent, under any pretext whatever, to the Island of Cuba.

The Undersigned has to assure his Excellency Mr. Doyle, that no proposals
whatever have been made by the Spanish Government, as has been affirmed,
and the Government of Her Britannia Majesty may be convinced that Mexico, ‘
faithful to the conduct she has observed on this subject, will take care that the
Treaty upon Slavery shall be religiously complied with in all its details.

The Undersigned, 8w.
(Signed) MANUEL DIEZ DE BONILLA.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 252.

Mr. Doyle to Vice- Consul Skids,

(Extract) *' Mewico, February 15, 1854.

AN arrangement has been lately made by this Government with M. Tito
Vecino, Bavarian Consul in the Havana, by virtue of which he is authorised to
enter into contracts with the Indians of Yucatan to go as free labourers to the
Island of Cuba. I herewith inclose for your information a copy of the terms*
upon which only those contracts are to be made, and have also to inform you
that I have, in accordance with instructions from the Earl of Clarendon, pro—
tested against any measure which this Government might take, by which the
Indians in question should be sent to the Island of Cuba against their will, thus
tending to place them virtually in a state of slavery. His ExCellency Sefior
Bonilla has informed me that he has sent special instructions to all the local

* See Class B, Presented 1854, p. 344.
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authorities to prevent any infraction of the terms upon which the contracts are
to be made, to report to the Supreme Government any attempts of such a nature.
A Colonel Jimenez, Who belonged formerly to the stafi‘ of General Santa
Anna, has been sent to Yucatan as agent for Sefior Vecino, and I have to
request you Will do all in your power to watch his movements, should he make
his appearance at the Isla del Carmen, or cause any Indians to be embarked

from that port, and take such measures as you consider best for obtaining every
information With resPect to the carrying out the contracts in question.

 

No. 253.

Mr. Doyle t0 the Earl of Clarendon~(Received April 29.)

My Lord, Mexico, April 2, 1854;

AS far back as the month of last November, I addressed a note, copy

of which was inclosed in my despatch of the 2nd of last December,

to Sefior Bonilla, in which I brought to the serious attention of this Govern—

ment the conduct of Sefior Vivo, who authorised certainly, although he

did not sign, the issuing the false papers given to the “ Mariana” to sail

under Mexican colours. Sefior Bouilla made me the most solemn promises
that the case should be most strictly examined into, and if the charges
were proved to be correct, that Sefior Vivo shouId be treated as he deserved;

but although such a length of time has been allowed to elapse, I could
obtain no information of the result of the measures taken by Sefior Bonilla;
and as I had my reasons to suppose that the wish entertained was to allow

the matter to drop, I considered it proper to address a note to his Excel-

lency on this subject, a copy of which I have the honour to inclose here—
with, because, were no notice taken of so scandalous a case, other Mexican

Consuls might be tempted to follow Sefior Vivo’s example. That my

suspicions were correct, I think your Lordship will perceive, by the

answer I received from Sefior Bonilla, a copy and translation of Which is also

inclosed, as well as of the answer I considered it my duty to make to that
communication; and I have the honour to request your Lordship will furnish
me with such instructions as you may consider necessary, in the event of

my receiving no further communication on this matter from the Mexican
Government.

I have, &c.
(Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

Inclosure 1 in N0. 253.

, 'M'r. Doyle t0 Sefior Bonilla.

Mexico; March 23, 1854.

THE Undersigned, 810., had the honour to receive a note dated the 22nd

of last November, from his Excellency Don Manuel Diez de Bonilla, inclosing

copy of the sentence of condemnation pronounced by the Judge of the

District Court of Vera Cruz, in Virtue . of which the vessel called the

“ Mariana” was declared to be a legal prize, it having been preved that she

had been employed in the Slave Trade. In that sentence, the Judge called

the attention of the Supreme Government to what he stated to be a fraudulent ’

act committed by the person then in charge “of the Mexican Consulate in the

Havana, in issuing false papers, compromising thereby the honour of the

Mexican nation. The Judge supposed, that the person at that time in charge

of the Consulate was D011 Joaquin Soler; but the Undersighed, in a note

which he had the honour to address to his Excellency Don Manuel Diez de

Bouilla on the 24th of last November, When he brought before his ExceL
CLASS B. .
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lency’s attention the fact of Judge Sharkey, the A'metican Consul at that tithe
in the Havana, having demanded that an investigation should be n_1ade Wlth

respect to his name having-beeu falsely made Use of in the transaction. The

Undersigne‘d also laid before his Exce lency the fact that, although the false
papers in question were signed by Don Joaquin Soler on. the 13th of last
May, although Seiior Vivo, the Consul, had reached that island on the 9th,

and only made oVer the Consulate to Sefior Carvallo on the 17th of the same

month, when he started for Spain to place himself at the head of the Mexman
Legation in that country, and M. Soler accompanied hlm as attached to that

Legation. In a- note which the Undersigned had the honour to address to 1118

Excellency Sefior Bonilla 0n the 4th of last December, in accordance with
the instructions he received from Her Majesty’s Government, to express their
acknowledgments to the Government of this country for its ready cooperation '
and the assistance it afforded in seizing and condemning the noted slaver in
question, he was also instructed to express the hope of Her Majesty’s Govern—
ment that the measures which the Undersigned had informed them had been
taken to examine into the conduct of both Sefior Vgivo as well as that of

M; Soler, would be closely followed up, tending as their conduct had done to
compromise the honour of Mexico; and such being the case,vHer Majesty’s
Government felt assured that this matter would not be lightly dealt with.
But as so many months have passed since this commmlication took place, and
as both the persons in question still hold the same high public ofhces they
before held, the Undersigned would feel obliged to his Excellency Sefior
Bonilla to commflnicate to him, for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, the result of the inquiries made on this distressing subject.

The Undersigned, 860; .
‘_ V (Signed) , PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

InClOsure 2 in N0. 253.

Sefior Bonilla it Mr. Doyle. ,

(Translatiofi.) . Meapico, March 30, 1854.

THE ‘Undersigned has had the honour to receive his Excellency
Mr. Doyle’s note of the 23rd instant, relating to charges which had been
brought against the persons in the Consulate of the Republic at the Havana,
with reference to some documents about the “ Mariana,” which has since been
declared . a prize, on account of its having been employed in the Slave
Trade, _ _

In answer, the Undersigned has to state to his Excellency Mr. Doyle, that ‘
his Government have taken such measures as they have thought proper for the
elucidation of the case alluded to by his Excellency, and for the discovery of
the person implicated in it, With a view to ulterior proceedings.

The Undersigned, 8w. . , * ,
(Signed) MANUEL DIEZ DE BONILLA.

 

Inclosiire 3 in No. 253.

Mr. Doyle to Sefior Bonilla.

, . Marcia, March 31, 1854.
THE Undersigned, 810., had the honour to address a note to his Excel-

lency D011 Manuel Diez de Bonilla. on the 23rd instant, in which he requested
to be infOrmed, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, of the result
of the investigation made into the cOnduct of Sefior ViVo, the present Mexican
Ministerin‘Madrid, and of Sefior Soler, attached to the same Legation, both
of whom belonged to the Mexican Consulate in the Havana, When false
documents were issued in the month of May of last year, with the View of
enabling the slave-vessel the “Mariana” to sail under Mexican colours, an
act which Sefior Oropeza, the District Judge of the State of Vera Cruz, in
the sentence he gave, declared to be a fraudulent act, and compromising the
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honour of the Mexican nation. In acknowledging the receipt of the answer
to that note, which the Undersigned has had the honour to receive from his
Excellency Don Manuel Diez de Bonilla of yesterday’s date, he must express his
regret that, considering the time Which has passed since the act in question
was committed, he is not enabled to forward information of a more satis-
factory nature to Her Majesty’s Government.

The Undersigned, &c.
(Signed) . PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

No. 254.

Mr. Doyle to the Earl of 'Clarendan,——(Reqeived April 29.)

My Lord= ' Mem'ico, April 2, 1854:.

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copies of two despatches and
their inclosures from Mr. Vice-Consul Shiels, mentioning the fact of a vessel
found abandoned at sea having been taken into the Island of Cozumel, and
which vessel is supposed to have been employed in the Slave Trade. Mr. Shiels
states, that the Isla de Mugeres lying to the north of Yucatan, and within a
very short distance of the Island of Cuba, has been allowed to become a fishing
establishment, through a grant made by the Governor of that State to certain
Spanish subjects, and he expresses his conviction that this grant has been
made use of for the purpose of carrying on the Slave Trade With greater
facility between the Isla de Mugeres and the Island of Cuba. Your Lordship
will perceive by the inclosed note which I addressed to Sefior Bonilla that 'I
have called his attention to this point, expressing my conviction that the grant,
if not properly made, will be rescinded, and that such also Will be the case
should it be proved that the susPicions entertained be correct. I have also
forwarded copies of the despatches I received from Mr. Vice-Oonsnl Shiels to
Her Majesty’s Consul-General in the Havana, stating to him also that I thought
a visit made by any of Her Majesty’s cruisers to the Isla de Mugeres might be
the means of procuring much information on this matter.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ' PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

Inclosure ,1 in No. 254.

Vice—C‘onsul Shiels to Consul Gifard.‘

Sir, ' Lagumz de Terminos, March 14, 1854.
a IT having been reported here that a vessel supposed to be an African

‘ slaver has been lately fallen in with by some fishermen in the vicinity of the
Island of Cozumel, in an abandoned condition, but With every appearance of
having disembarked a cargo of slaves, I addressed a note on the 28th ultimo to
the Governor of the territory (copy of Which is inclosed), requesting him
to investigate the matter, and received his answer dated 2nd instant, accom-
panying the declaration of the person who raised the report here (copy also
inclosed). Although nothing has transpired from the» steps taken, as
regards a certainty of the vessel being a slaver, still I am inclined
to believe that such is really the case, as it is so reported from sundry

‘ parts of the coast by persons trading in canoes who assure me that slave ships
direct from Africa, with cargoes of slaves,‘ are in the habit of calling of? Isla
Mugeres, where they have Spanish agents Who assist them to land their cargoes
in Cuba, by disembarking the slaves into Spanish coasting craft, ready in
waiting for that purpose. On effecting this, they burn, bilge, or otherwise
destroy the ship which originally brought the slaves from Africa and thereby
elude the vigilanceof her Majesty’s cruizers off the Island of Cuba. On
communicating this report to Her. Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary at
Mexico, please have the-goodness to state also that permission was given by
the state authorities of Yucatan in 1848, to certain Spanish subjects in Cuba
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to occupy Isla Mugeres as a fishing establishment, as Will be observed by the
copy of the Decree which I also inclose. No doubt ex1sts 1n my mind that
this permission is made use of by the slave—merchants to land thelr negroes in
Unba, in the manner before stated.

I have, &c.
(Signed) GEO. B. SHIELS.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 254.

Vice—Consul Shiels to the Governor of the Island of Carmen.

(Translation)

Sir, Laguna de Terminos, February 28, 1854.
HAVING learnt, by a lately arrived canoe called the “ Lucia,” coming

from Rio Lagartos, that her master has said a brig abandoned at sea had been
. met with on the coast of the Island of Cozumel, which brig it is supposed has
been dismantled, after having brought and discharged a ship load of slaves,
which have afterwards been taken to the Island of Cuba, I have the honour
to address you with the object .of begging you Will have the goodness to
cause the truth of this statement to be investigated ; and it will be my duty
to apprize Her Majesty’s Minister in Mexico of it, so that proper measures
may be taken to prevent slave-vessels from disembarkmg thelr slaves within the
waters of the Republic.

I flatter myself that you Will take interest in ascertaining the truth of
these statements, and that you will have the goodness to inform me of the
result—thus cooperating in the suppression of the illegal Slave Trade Which,
it would appear, is carried on in the islands adjacent to the coast of Yucatan.

I have, 3w.
(Signed) GEO. B. SHIELS.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 254.

The Governor of the Island of Carmen to Vice- Consul Shiels.

(Translation) Government House, March 2, 1854.

I FORWARD to you the declaration of Penciane Villa Nuera, master
of the canoe “ Lucia,” respecting the vessel said to be abandoned off Cozumel,
and to have been employed in the Slave Trade, which declaration was recéived
by order of this Government, and in accordance With the wish expressed in
your official note of the 28th ultimo.

‘ (Signed) THOMAS MARIN.

 

In the Town of Carmen, on the lst March, 1854, the Captain of the port,
Don Juan Lara Bonifaz, had brought before him the citizen, Ponciano Villa
Nueva, master of the canoe “ Lucia,” proceeding from Rio Lagartos, who before
me, notary, was legally sworn to the truth, and having been questioned respect-
ing what he knew of a vessel said to be anchored in Cozumel, he said as
follows :--That on passing by Rio Lagartos the master José Osorio, inhabi—
tant of the port of Felchae, had told them that the fishermen had seen at sea
a dismantled vessel, and that having boarded her, they found nothing either
dead or living in her, and had towed her into port. That, accordingly, the
Magistrate of that port was going to institute inquiries, but as Osorio had
returned‘to Felchae he knew nothing more of what had happened, and that
this is all he knew of the matter



MEXICO. 261

This declaration was then read to him, and being asked whether he
ratified it, or Whether he wished anything to be added or omitted, he said
that the declaration then read to him, might be signed and ratified, as con-
taining the truth; that he had nothing to add or to suppress, and would sign
it jointly with the authorities and me, notary.

(Signed) JUAN LARA BONIFAZ.
PONCIANO VILLA NUEVA.
VICTOR REUDON. ~
 

Inclosure 4 in No. 254.

Decree of June 21, 1848, granting Permission to Fish on the Coasts of the
Peninsula to Spanish Vessels.

MIGUEL BARBACHAM, Governor of the State of Yucatan, to its
inhabitantsz—Know ye that it being good for the country to encourage the
fisheries, which'have been hitherto neglected for want of enterprise, and some
Cuban capitalists having ofl'ered to undertake them, and corresponding ad-
vantages being likely to .accrue therefrom to the State; in the use of the
poWers conferred'upon me by the decree of the 145th January of the present
year, and after hearing the opinion of the Council of State, I have been pleased
to decree as follows:—-—

Article I. Permissioh is granted to Spanish vessels to fish On the coasts
of this peninsula and of the adjacent‘islands, on the north and east side of the
coast, and they may establish on the coaSts the buildings necessary for salting
the fish. ' ,

Art. II. Spanish vessels that, with this sole object, arrive off our coasts,
shall have all the assistance they may require, just as if they were national
vessels, and they may buy whatever they may require, and sell or barter their
fish. ‘

Art. III. These concessions do not include the right of settling on the
private properties of the proprietors on the coast.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 254.

Vice-Consul Shiels to Consul Giflilrd.

Sir, , Laguna de Terminus, February 16, 1854.
WITH an inclosure from 'Mr. Doyle, I had the pleasure to receive on

13th instant your despatch of 20th February last, and pursuant to its
contents I have written to Merida and Campeachy requesting my correspon— *
dents there to furnish me with any information to be procured respecting the
shipment of Indians to Cuba. ,

It has been currently reported here that the cholera, so prevalent throughout
the State last year, and Which has committed such fearfiil ravages in the interior,
was introduced into the country through an escort of troops sent from Vafladolid
with a body of Indians to be embarked at Ascension Bay on board of a Spanish
vessel for Cuba, Who slept on board the same, and on their return carried the
disease into the interiOr. It appears these poor wretches were prisoners of war,
smuggled out of the State, With the assistance of a military force, to be sold in
the Cuba market; and that for some time past this has been an every day
occurrence. From What I can learn, the kidnapped Indians are generally sent
from the interior, Where the Indian warfare is kept up, to a distant part of the
coast ‘ Where there are no civil authorities Who dare interfere, and are shipped
thence to Cuba in Spanish coasting craft, in the same manner as is practised
with negro slaves disembarked from Guineamen in the vicinity of the islands
adjacent to the Yucatan coast. ‘ , . - v 7 '

It is my opinion that this Trade can only be put a stop to by'vesselsof
war of a light draught of water, Which can approach as close to the shoals as the
Spanish coasters can, and would soon put an end to the nefarious Traffic. ' I

, doubt if even one tenth of the Indians sent from Yucatan Will ever be legally
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shipped from a port of entry, so great are the facilities for shipping them from
by-places on the coast, although the Spanish coasters, through agents at Manilla,
can always be provided with regular papers as a cloak against detention 0r

capture.
The contents of the present communication, although collected from report,

and partly being my own opinions on the subject, may afford Mr. Doyle, for
Whose information it is written, some insight into the manner in Which the
Indians are conveyed to Cuba, and may assist him in providing means to
efi'ectually put a stop to it.

I have, 860.
(Signed) GEO. B. SHIELS.

 

Inclosure 6 in N0. 254:.

2117*. Doyle to Sefior' Bonilla.

Mean'co, March 29, 1854.

THE Undersigned, 8:6,, had the honour to receive from his Excellency

' Don Manuel Diez de Bonilla, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government,

a copy of the only terms upon Which Don Tito Vecino would be permitted to

enter into contracts with the Indians in Yucatan for the purpose of sending

them as free labourers to the Island of Cuba. As the Undersigned is aware of

the philanthropic sentiments of the present Administration of this country, and

of the personal determination of Sefior Bonilla to put an end to slavery under

whatever form it may present itself, he loses no time in laying before his

Excellency the inclosed interesting information Which he has received on this

subject, by Which his Excellency Will see the manner in which the philanthropic

views of the General Government are likely to be frustrated should the statements

made to the Undersigned be founded on fact, and the Undersigned does not for

a moment doubt that the strictest investigation will be made without loss of

time into this matter, involving, as it does, the fate of so many unhappy human

beings living under the protection of this Government. The Undersigned has
received a despatch also from Mr. Shiels,» B‘ritiSh Vice—Consul at Laguna de
Terminos, in which he states the fact of a vessel abandoned at sea, having been

taken into the Island of Cozumel, and which there was every reason to believe

had been employed in the Slave Trade. Mr. Shiels states, that the information
he received was given him by persons trading in canoes along the coast, who

assured him that slave-ships, direct from Africa, are in the habit of ‘ calling ofi

the Isla de Mugeres, where, with the aid of Spanish agents, the slaves are

transshipped into Spanish coasting craft ready in waiting for such a purpose; ‘

on effecting 'Which, they burn, sink, or otherwise destroy, the ships which.

originally brought the slaves from Africa, and 'so elude the vigilance of the

British cruisers off the Island of Cuba. Mr. Shiels also states, that in 1848, the

State authorities onucatan issued the inclosed Decree, granting the right to

certain Spanish subjects in Cuba to occupy the Isla de Mugeres as a fishing
station gand he expresses his conviction that this permission has been made use

of also by the slave-merchants to land their negroes in Cuba in the manner before
stated. The Undersigned does not understand how 'such a grant could have
been made by the State authorities unless under the sanction of the Supreme
Government, in whose province it clearly lies to grant or refuse such authority,

be the Government of the country federal or central in its character; but should
such an authority have been granted, the Undersigned feels assured, placing the
faith he does in the opinions on this subject which he knows are held by his
Excellency Sefior Bonilla, that his Excellency will allow no time to be lost in
ascertaining the truth of the reports made to the Undersigned, and that he
will withdraw the grant made to the Spanish subjects in question, if it has been
illegally made, and that he will do so also if it be shown that it has already
tended, or can in any way be made available for the continuance of the infamous
Traffic in Slaves still carried on in the Island of Cuba.

I have, &C.
, (Signed) - PERCY W. DOYLE.
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N0. 255.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Doyle.

Sir, Foreign Oflce, May 17,‘ 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 2nd ultimo, 51¢ inclosing
a copy of a note which you addressed on the 23rd of March to the
Mexican Minister for Foreign Afl’airs, requesting to be informed What steps had
been taken by the Mexican Government to inquire into the conduct of Sefior
Vivo, who was Mexican Consul at Havana in May 1853, When Mexican
papers were granted to the slaver “ Mariana,” alias “ Lady Sufolk.”

And with reference to the unsatisfactory reply Which you received to that
note, I have to instruct you to renew your application to Sefior Bonilla on this
subject, in the name of Her Majesty’s Government.

You Will state that the long period of time Which has so unaccountably
been suffered to elapse since the transaction in question took place, cannot
relieve his Excellency from the promise made by him, that a full and searching
inquiry should be made into a case so flagrant in itself, and so pernicious as an
example if suffered to remain without notice by the Mexican Government.

Should this application fail, you Will take an opportunity to bring the
whole matter before the President as one affecting the honour of Mexico; and
you Will request that his Highness Will order the inquiry that Her Majesty’s
GOVernment have in vain endeavoured to obtain from his Minister. ' ,

I am, &c. ,
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 256.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Doyle.

Sir, V Foreign Ofice, May 18, 1854:.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 2nd ultimo,-|‘ inclosing a
' copy of a note which you addressed, on the 29th of March, to Sefior
Bonifla, in consequence of information Which you had received from the British
Vice—Consul at Laguna de Terminos, that a slaver had been found abandoned
off the Island-of Cozumel, and that the Spanish slave—dealers are in the habit of
availing themselves of permission given to certain Spanish subjeets by the
Governor of Yucatan to use the Isla de Mugeres as a fishing. establishment, in
order to make use of that island as a slave-trading station.

And I have in reply to inform you that I approve your proceedings in
this matter.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 257.

_ Mr. Doyle to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 5.)

My Lord, Mew'ico,’ May 3, 1854.

BY the last packet I , received a despatch frOm Her Majesty’s Consul—
Geueral in the Havana, inclosing me a 00py 0f the “ Ordenauza ’9 published
by the present Captain-General of the Island of Cuba, laying down the terms
upon which free labourers could only be admitted into the Island of Cuba, by
which are annulled the stipulations made by this Government With, Sefior
Ve'cino, referred to in my despatoh ofthe 4th of March. , Ito'ok an early oppor_
tunity of reading Mr. Consul-General Crawford’s despatch to his EXcellency
Sefior Bouilla, and recommended that no time should be lost in making
known to the Indians in Yucatan, through the local authorities, the fact that
the contracts proposed by Sefior Vecino could no longer be carried. into,

# No. 253. ' 1~ No. 254.
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effect, and his Excellency has since assured me. that orders have been sent to

that effect; but he called to my attentioh a mistake ev1dently entertained by

Mr. Crawford, namely, that the privflege granted to _M. Veeiuo was an

exclusive one, such not being the case, because any one 1s at hbei'ty to con-

tract Indians as free labourers ou the same terms. _An exclus1ye pr1V1lege had

been demanded by a M. Linardi for a commercml. house in the Havana,

with an offer of giving 30,000 or 50,000 dollars for 1t; but thls offer was

refused by Sefior Bonilla, on the grouhd that it might be made the means of

carrying on the Slave Trade in a disguised forth. The lme thls Government

wishes to adopt, is to prevent by every means In Its power any abuse of autho—

rity which would tend to place the Yucatan Iiid1alis m a state of slavery, as

it cannot prevent their seeking their hvelihqod m the 'manuer they cons1der to

be most profitable to themselves. I have written on this subject to Mr. Consul-

, f d.GeneralC‘raw or I have, &c.

(Signed) ‘PEROY W. DOYLE.

 

N0. 258.

Mr. Doyle to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received June 5.)

My Lord, Mexico, May 3, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, translations of a note

and its iuclosures which I have received from his Excellency Sefior
Bonilla, in answer to the one ,I addressed to his Excellency, and a

copy of Which was transmitted to your Lortlship in my despatch of the
2nd ultimo,* respecting the manner I was mformed by Mr. Vice-Consul

Shiels that the Indian prisoners were sent to the Island of Cuba, and

the Isla de Mugeres made a deposit for slaves for the same island. I have .

also the honour to forward copies and translations of a communication I

received from his Excellency Sefior Bonilla, transmitting some correspondence

which had taken place between the Mexican Minister in Washington and the

American Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, respecting four boys born in

the Peninsula of Yucatan, who are supposed to be‘kept in a state of slavery
in New Orleans.

Your Lordship will perceive that Mr. Marcy alludes to the contract
lately made by M. Vecino for importing free labourers into the Island of
Cuba. Sefior Bonilla has directed the same answer to be given to him as was

given to me, and which I have already had the honour of transmitting to your
Lordship. -

. I have, &c.
(Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE,

 

Inclosure l in No. 258.

Sefior Bonilla to. Mr. Doyle.

(Translation.) . Mexico, April 7, 1854.

‘ THE Undersigned, &c., has had the honour to receive his Excellency
Mr. Doyle’s note of the 29th ultimo, inclosing a document Which shows in
what manner the benevolent views of the Mexican Government may be frus—
trated with respect to the aborigines of Yucatan Whom Don Tito Vecino had
contracted to take to Cuba; and his Excellency acquaints the Undersigned
with the intelligence he has received of axvessel abandoned at sea, that was
picked up off the coast of Cozumel, with all the appearances of having been‘ .
employed in the Slave Trade; and with reference to' this his Excellency
Mr. Doyle alludes to slave—ships coming from Africa, and arriving at the
Island of Mugeres, where they transship the slaves Which theybring to Spanish
coasting—vessels, after which they burn or otherwise destroy the said ships, and
escape the vigilance of the British cruizers off the Island of Cuba. -

*9 No. 254.
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His Supreme Highness the President of the Republic has been informed of

these particulars, and desires theUndersigned to assure his Excellency Mr. Doyle

that the Government of Her Britannic Majesty maybe satisfied that, with refer-

ence to the above circumstances, no effort Will be omitted by the Government of

the Republic to comply with the spirit of the Treaty existing between Mexico

and Great Britain, for the abolition of slavery. A proof of this is given in the

orders issued by the Minister at War to the Commandant—General of Marine

of the Northern Department, and which were given before the receipt of his

Excellency’s note, which the Undersigned is now answering, respecting the

vessel alluded to as having been found abandoned at sea, near Cozumel, copy

of which order is herewith inclosed to his Excellency Mr. Doyle, to whom the

Undersigned, &;c.
(Signed) MANUEL DIEZ DE BONILLA.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 258.

The Minister of War to Sefior Bonilla.

(Translation)
Department of War and Marine, 3rd Section,

Excellent Sir, City of Bravos, April 2, 1854.

WITH this day’s date I inform the Commandant—General of Marine of
the Northern Department, Captain D. Luis Valle, as follows: “ His Supreme

Highness the President having been informed of your despatch No. 77, and
of its inclosures, respecting a schooner found stranded on the Island of

Cozumel off the Peninsula of Yucatan, and which, according to the account

given by the Captain of the Port of Sisal, Don José de la Cuesta, 2nd

Lieutenant in the Navy, appears to have been employed in the Slave Trade,

his Highness orders me to direct you to send immediately to that spot one of
the national men-of—war, with men from the arsenal, who Will burn the said

schooner, stripping her first of her copper, and of everything worth taking,

which being collected with her goods now in possession of the neighbouring

people, is to be taken to that port, and put under the care of the judge who

is to investigate the case, in consequence of the schooner having been declared

a slaver.
“ The Commandant of the Marine Department will give the necessary

instructions to the officer in command of the ship destined for this service;

and when he returns you will communicate to the Judge the particulars which

will have been learntrabont the case, so thatrwith the promptness required by

the Treaty celebrated between Mexico and Great Britain on the 24th of

February of 1841, and subsequently amplified, sentence may be awarded

according to the stipulations of that agreement, and of the Law of the 8th of

August, 1851.
“ You will communicate this order to the Captain of the Port of Sisal;

and I return the papers in original which he inclosed to me, so that they may

serve in court.”
(Signed) BLANCO.

 

Inclosure 3 in N0. 258.

Sefior Bonilla to Mr. Doyle.

(Translation) Memico, April 12, 1854.

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to his Excellency

Mr. Doyle, Her Britannia Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary, copy of a
communication addressed by the Minister from this conntry to the Secretary of,
State of the United States, and also of his answer, by Which his Excellency

Mr. Doyle will learn what has happened to 6 Yucatan boys in the neighbour-

hood 0t Campeachy, how they were met with in the United States, What steps

had been taken in the case, and how it at present stands,-as well as the hopes

CLASS B.
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entertained by the Undersigned that‘the said youths Will be sent back to their

own country. .
.

In communicating to hls Excellency copy of the abovementioned corres—

pondence, for the information of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, which

has shown such anxiety for the suppressmn of the Slave Trade, the Under-

‘ d v '1 limself &c.Signe 3“” ‘ ’ (Signed) MANUEL DIEZ DE BONILLA.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 258.

General Almonte to Mr. Marcy.

(Translation) Washington, March 7, 1854.

THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of

the Mexican Republic, has the honour to transmit to the Honourable William

L. Marcy, Secretary of State of the United States of America, copy of a

letterfrom the Honourable Daniel Mace, Member of Congress for the State of

Indiana, respecting an occurrence which the Undersigned has no doubt will

profoundly affect the benevolent feelings of the Honourable Mr. Marcy.

Six Mexican children were stolen in Campeachy by French pirates, who

kept them in servitude for four years ; they then sold them to an American

merchant-vessel, Where they remained two years, and were finally sold in the

market of New Orleans. This occurrence, if proved true, is so monstrous, so

iniquitous, and so contrary to all laWs, both human and Divine, that the Under-

signed feels certain the enlightened Government of the United States will do

their best to clear up the truth, and to send back these unfortunate youths, so

inhumanly treated, to their afflicted families.
One of these boys, thanks to the generous protection of some American

gentlemen, and to the kindness of the Honourable Mr. Mace, has arrived in

this city, and the Undersigned, as in sacred duty bound, has taken him under

the protection of this Legation till the pitiful story which he tells of his

sufferings has been investigated. If it turn out true, it canhardly be doubted

but that his restoration to liberty has been providential, so that the inhuman

dealers in human flesh who are implicated in this extraordinary case may be

duly punished. A.

The Undersigned intends to investigate, in the most formal manner, the

truth of these occurrences, and the residence of the other five youths, for the

purpose of freeing them, and to obtain the punishment of those Who deli-

berately and knowingly have been implicated in their purchase and sale, and

to claim from them all the expenses incurred till the children are restored to

their families. The best way of accomplishing all this is to send the youth,

110W in this city, to New Orleans, to enable the Mexican Consul-General there

resident toexamine the case; but as, from his yonthfulness, to send him there

alone would expose him to the chance of his titular master seizing him again,

and Committing a fresh offence, the Undersigned begs the Honourable Secre—

tary to send a civil officer of the United States Government (such a one as the

Secretary of State might think fit) to accompany the said boy to the City of

New Orleans, and give him up to the Mexican Consnl-General, placing him

likewise under the protection of the United States authorities, so as to prevent

his being again made a slave of, while the truth of the story of his life is being

examined into.
The Undersig'ned would likewise be much pleased if the authorities were

told to assist the Mexican Consul in finding out the residence of 'the other five

youths, and in extricating them from the unjust slavery they are in. The

Honourable Secretary of State must feel how important it is that this

business shall be settled as soon as possible, and he therefore begs him to let

the Undersigned know what decision he has come to as soon as possible.
(Signed) JUAN N. ALMONTE.
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Inclosure 5‘iu No. 258.

Mr. Marcy to General Almonte.

‘ ' Department of State, Washington, -

(Translation) . March 10,1854. '

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of

the note of General Almoute of a the 7th instant2 respecting the young

Mexican who is under the protection of the Mexican Legation, and who is said

toh'ave been kidnapped by some French pirates on the . coast of Yucatan,

The Undersigned, in answer, has to inform General Almonte that he has

adopted the suggestion of sending'a Government official With the young man

to New Orleans, who will deliver him up to the Mexican Consul-G'eneral ; and

that Mr. William F. Osborne, an officer of thisDe'partment, is ready to start

with this object. A copy of General Almonte’s note will also be sent to the

Attorney-General 0f the United States in the eastern part of Louisiana, With

orders to afford the Mexican Consul-General all the assistance in, his power to

investigate into the truth of the young man’s declaration, to protect him in

every way till heembarks for Mexico, and to proceed against all the trans—

gressors of the United States laws who may have. taken part in bringing this

youth and his companions to this country. . “

As in some way connected with this subject, the Undersigned takes the

liberty of informing General Almonte that he has received information from

persons entitled to credit that the Government of Mexico has made an agree-

ment with a Company in the'Havana, ceding to it the privilege of exporting,

for five years, Yucatan Indians to be employed in the Island of Cuba as

apprentices or free labourers. It is presumed that the Mexican Minister will.

not object to the Undersigned obtaining from him all the information he can

grant upon this subject. He sincerely hopes that the result of this inquiry will

satisfy him that the information he has received is incorrect. Nevertheless, if,

against his hopes, it would appear that this new and extraordinary policy had

been, or was to be, adopted by the Mexican Government, the Undersigned

would consider it his duty to offer to that Government reasons for abandoning

such a policy—reasons which, he hopes, would be sufficient for that purpose.
I have, 81c.

(Signed) WILLIAM L. MARCY .

 

No. 259.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Doyle.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, July 4, 1854.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 3rd ultimo,* reporting

that you had received from Her Majesty’s Consul~General at Havana,
a copy of an Ordenanza issued by the Caplain-General of Cuba, the pro-
visions of which would invalidate the terms of the contract under which
Sefior Vecino had engaged to introduce Yucatan Indians into that island, as
free labourers, and that the Mexican Government had consequently, on your
representation, given directions that all Yucatan Indians intending toemigrate
to Cuba, should be warned to that effect.

And I have in reply to infdrm you that I entirely approve your
proceedings in this matter. '

I am, &0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 257.
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No. 260.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Doyle.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, September 29, 1854.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith for your information (printed copies of

Decrees* respecting slavery in Cuba which were Signed by the Queen of

Spain on the 22nd of March last. I also transmlt to you a copy of a letter

from the Colonial Office, inclosing a copy of a despatch from the Goverhor

of British Guiana, in which he gives his opinion as to. the mariner m which

those Decrees may operate to the prejudlce 0t: coiomsts repelrlng to Cuba

from Yucatan; and I have to instruct you to inquire Into thlS. matter, end

report to me whether the Decree in question will have the prectical operatlon

apprehended by Mr. Wodehouse, and whether you conmder 1t hkely that the

Blancos of Yucatan will avail themselves of the opportumty to estabhsh

such a Slave Trade as is described by that gentleman.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

Inclosure 1 in N0. 260.

Mr. Elliot to Mr. Hammond.

Sir, Downing Streeh September 20, 1854-.

WITH reference to your letter of the 10th June last, forwarding: printed

copies of Decrees of the Spanish Government respecting slavery In Cuba,

I am directed by Secretary Sir George Grey to transmit to you, for the Infor-

mation of the Earl of Ciarendon, the copy of a despatch Which has been
received upon the subject from the Governor of British Guiana.

I have, 810.
(Signed) CHARLES ELLIOT.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 260.

Mr. Wodehouse to Sir George Grey.

Sir, Government House, George Town, August 5, 1854.

I HAVE had the honour 'of receiving your despatch of the 26th
June last, forwarding three Decrees of the Queen of Spain upon the subject
of slavery in Cuba.

2. There is not in these papers anything having especial reference to
British Guiana, but they hear so prominently upon a territory immediately
adjoining British Honduras, Where I was last employed, and are so closely
Connected with matters Which there came under my immediate notice, that I
trust I shall’not be taking too great a liberty in ofi'er'mg a few remarks for
your consideration, evenat the risk of stating circumstances already within
your knowledge.

3. The main object of the second of these Decrees is the introductions
of What are termed “colonists” from different places, among others from
Yucatan; and it is impossible not to perceive, that if the regulations receiVe
the unreserved approval Of the British Government, and the introduction of
Yucatecos into Cuba is to be permitted to take place without interference or
surveillance on our part, a new and recognised Slave Trade will at once
spring into active existence.

4. Before remarking on the provisions of the Spanish Decrees, I will
bring briefly to your notice some peculiarities of the present political and
social condition of Mexico, or at least of its province of Yucatan. The
constitution of the Mexican Republic affects to repudiate slavery altogether ;.
but practically it is in full operation, as regards the mutual relations of the

*- Inclosures in No. 384.
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Blancos or Spaniards, and the Indians inhabiting the State. The Spaniards-

have generally contrived to get the Indians into debt to them, and they have

established a law, that an Indian indebted to a Spaniard must work for him

until the debt is liquidated. During this servitude the Spaniard provides
him with food and clothing for payment, and as he fixes the prices and also

keeps the account, it is not very surprising that the Indian during his whole

life is never able to redeem himself from bondage. Nor does the obligation

cease here, but the children are compelled to take up the debt of their father.

The oppressive Operation of this law and other cruelties exercised by the

Spaniards, brought about, some years since, a revolt of the Indians, which the

former have never been able to subdue, and which has grown into a civil

war, characterized by much ferocity on both sides. They have lately

attempted to make peace, but both really desire nothing less then the extir-

mination of their rivals; and the correspondence in the Colonial Office will

show that the Spanish authorities have more than once exported Indians

forcibly to Cuba.
5. It is only too evident that where such feelings exist between the

Government and the inhabitants of the country from Which the colonists are

to be Sent to Cuba, the Decree of the Queen of Spain affords no sort of

protection or guarantee against fraud and violence of every description. It

is not in the smallest degree probable thatya Spanish Yueateco will emigrate
to Cuba on such terms. The emigrants will all be Indians ; a fact of Which

I believe the Government of the Queen of Spain to have been perfectly

aware. The Vth Article 0fthe second decree provides that the contracts are

to be in the language of the colonist and vise’ by the Spanish Consul: but

the Indians are most illiterate, and. would rarely be able, even if they were

allowed an opportunity, to read the agreements. With contracts made under
such circumstances, and with Cuban authorities to determine all questions

arising upon them between the colonists and their employers, What is there

to prevent the revivification, as it were. of' slavery under this Decree, more
especially under the XIXth and five following Articles of it? The Decree

appears to be silent as to any limitation of the period for which these

contracts may remain in force, but we may fairly presume that they are to

be of a very extended character, from the'fact that the XXIInd Article, as a

great boon, releases a child born during his mother’s contract from its

operation on completing eighteen years of age, although the mother may

remain in a state of bondage.
6. There are many other Articles in this Decree which, in the absence

of bomifide protection, at least at the time of the execution of the contracts,
must reduce the colonists to a state of slavery. Her Majesty’s Government

will I have no doubt readily perceive the bearing of them: but at the same-

time I trust you will pardon my having troubled you with these observations

upon the Decrees of which you Were good enough to place me in possession.
I have, &c.

(Signed) H. WODEHOUSE.

 

No. 261.

Mr. Dayle to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 16.)

My Lord, Mexico, September 2,1854.

IN obedience to the instructions which I had the honour to receive
from your Lordship in your desPatch’ of 17th of last May, I addressed

the note a copy of which I have the honour to inclose herewith, to his

Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs, calling upon his Excellency
to inform me What had been the result of the investigatiOn made into the

conductof M. Vivo, now Mexican Minister in Madrid, but Who was Consul of

i this Republic in the Havana, When the noted slaver the “Lady Suflolh” was
given Mexican papers to sail from thence, under the name of the “ Mariana,” to
Laguna de Terminos.

Your Lordship Will perceive how little satisfactory this answer ought to
have been considered by this Government, and that Sefior Vivo again throws
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all the blame of What took place on Sefior Soler, Who he again declares was in

charge of the Consulate When this affair took place ; although there is no doubt

that Senor Vivo was in the Island of Cuba at that time.

His explanation of the non—appearance of certain documents is very lame ;

but I doubt, notwithstanding my efforts, whether any further satisfaction will

be obtained, although the judge of the district cOurt at Vera Cruz declared

that the honour of the country demanded that the conduct of the employe’s in

the Mexican Consulate in the Havana should be Strictly investigated.

I have considered it my duty to forward this despatch under flying seal to

Mr. Consul—General Crawford at the Havana; as, being on the spot, he can

give your Lordship further information respecting what took place in this

‘ matter.
I have, &0.

(Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 261.

Sefior Vivo to the Minister for Foreign Afiairs.

(Translation)

Excellent Sir, Mexican Legation, Madrid, October 23, 1853.

IN answer to the despatch of your Excellency dated lst September ,.

last, by Which you instruct me, in conformity with the commands of his Excel—

lency the President, to give to the Department of Foreign Affairs, with all its

circumstances, an account of What took place at the Havana relative to giving

the flag (“ e1 abanderamiento”) t0 the ship “Mmy,” this order originating, as your

Excellency says, in the information given by Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister

'in the Republic, accusing that ship of being engaged, or having been engaged,

in the Slave Trade; 1 have to state, that from the information I had previously

received on the subject, and that Which according to your Excellency’s orders

I have obtained from the attache to this Legation, Don Joaquin Soler, and the

details he gave me about the matter, the circumstances of the case in question

are as follows :—- .
In the first days of the month of May this year, being myself absent from

the Havana, and Don Joaquin Soler having remained in charge, ad interim,

0f the Consulate, Captain VVilIiam Smith and Don Juan Gutierrez came to him

stating that the first named of them had sold to the other, attorney of Don

Juan Ruiz, a Mexican subject, the American barque “ Mary,""as declared in the

official note Which, on that very day, the Mexican Consulate had received from

that of the United States, and, in conformity, he requested that the contract

of sale should at once he made out according to law. The parties having

einlicitly stated their wishes, having been sufficiently identified and ascertained

to be, the first, attorney of Mr. Henry West of Boston, Whose power, fully

certified by his respective Consul, was examined and returned by that of

Mexico, Don Joaquin Soler, and the second representative of Don Juan Ruiz,

in virtue of the power legally delivered by the latter, and which was also duly

examined and returned. The contracting parties being agreed as to the condi-

tions of the purchase and sale of the said ship, nothing else to do wasleft to

the Consul but to legalise the contract, a formality which he accordingly

performed, as is proved by the copies that your Excellency has sent me.

After this, Don Juan Gutierrez, captain of the ship, which had changed

its name to that of “Jl/Iariana,” presented a demand, to the effect of obtaining

for the ship under his command, an act of naturalization, Don Juan Ruiz, the

real and legitimate owner of it, and in whose name, as has been seen, the ship

was bought by Don Juan Gutierrez, being a citizen of the Republic. In con—

formity With the laws, the Consul having required the corresponding sureties,

and Dr. Valentin Corrujos, a merchant of the Havana, having become such for

the sum, and in accordance With the terms required by law, a provisional letter

patent was delivered to authorize the said ship to sail under Mexican colours,

and With that flag it left the port of Cienfuegos,iwhere it had beenat anchor, for

the Laguna of Terminos. ,

This is, Excellent Sir, the succinct narration of the facts such as have been

stated to me by Don Joaquin Soler, and which are in accordance, from what
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I have seen, with the documents, the copies of which I was referred to. In the

communications of the present Consul at the Havana, directed to the Depart—

ment under the charge of your Excellency, as also in those addressed to the

Consul--General of Her Britannic Majesty in Cuba, I think I perceive a feeling

‘ of alarm, which, in my opinion, is to a very great extent unfounded, since it has

no other basis probably but a momentary loss, and certainly a mistake. The

first is, that the official note addressed by the Consul of the United States in

the Havana to our own Consul, informing him of the articles agreed on previOus

to the purchase between Don Juan Gutierrez and Captain Smith, had not been

found in the archives. The said note must certainly exist in the archives of

the Consulate. The second is the reflection which accords with that of the

Consul of Her Britannic Majesty, that the confirmation of the power of attorney

of Captain Smith was not included in the power given by West, but inserted in

a separate document ; therefore, your Excellency will perceive at once, that

that document never having been in existence, could. not be found by our

Consul, nor a copy sent to that of Her Britannic Majesty. .

Your Excellency, who is so well versed in all matters concerning the

practice of the law, knows better than I do, that the confirmation of the powers

given is inserted in one and the same document which confers them, and that

once this document having been examined, read, and returned by M. Soler,

it is evident that no other proof of the authority given could be found in

the Consulate at the Havana, except by the tenour of the public act of the

13th of May.
I ought, perhaps, to have limited. myself to a simple narration of the facts

to your Excellency, as I have been requested to do, but I thought it proper to

add the observations which precede, as, in my opinion, they will help to make

the facts clear, and satisfy the anxiety of our Consul, Don Ramon Carballo.

This is all I have to say to your Excellency in answer to the abovementioned

note, having, 8:0. V
(Signed) BONAVENTURA VIVO.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 261.

Mr. D0er to Sefior Bonilla.

Mewico, July 19, 1854.

THE Undersigned, $50., had the honour to forward to Her Majesty’s

Government copies of the correspondence which had passed between 1118

Excellency Don Manuel Diez de Bonilla and himself with respect to the

charges brought against Sefior Vivo and Senor Soler by the Judge of the

District Court of Vera Cruz, in. the sentence pronounced by him, on the 23rd

of October, 1853, in the case of the slave—vessel called the “ Mariana.”

In that sentence the Judge called the attention of the Supreme Govern—

ment to what he stated to be a fraudulent act committed by the persons in

charge of the Mexican Consulate in the Havana in issuing false papers,

compromising thereby the honour of the Mexican nation. .

In a note Which the Undersigned had the honour to address to 111s

Excellency on the 24th of last November, he at that time brought before the

attention of his Excellency the fact that, although the false papers in question

had been signed in the Havana by Don Joaquin Soler, on the 13th of May,

1853, still Sefior Vivo, Who was at that time Mexican Consul in the Havana,

was at that moment there, as he reached the Island of Cuba on the 9th of that

month, and only made over the‘archives of the Consulate to his successor on

the 17th, when he took his departure for Madrid to place himself at the head

of the Mexican Legation in that capital, to which Legation Sefior Soler is

also attached-
The Undersigned transmitted to Her Majesty’s Government the assurances

so repeatedly given him by his Excellency Senor Bonilla, that the conduct

of these two persons, holding as they do high offices under this Government,

Should be strictly examined into, tending as it did to compromise the honour of
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this country, and that such a matter would not be lightly dealt with, he has
now the honour to inform his Excellency D011 Manuel Diez de Bomlla that he
has received fresh instructions from Her Majesty’s Government to bring

before the earnest attention of his Excellency this matter, and to state that the

long period of time which has been so unaccountably suffered to elapse since
the transaction in question took place, without any explanation belng afforded

by those persons, cannot but appear extraordinary to Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment, as they cannot for a moment suppose that the promise given by hls

Excellency Sefior Bonilla will not be strictly adhered to—namely, that .a

full and searching inquiry should be made into a transaction so flagrantnn

itself, and so pernicious as an example, if suffered to remain Without notice

being taken of it by the Mexican Government. .
The Undersigned has therefore the honour to request that his Excellency

Sefidr Bonilla will be good enough to inform him whether any explanation has

been afforded on this matter, so that he may communicate it, in obedience to

the instructions he has lately received, to Her Majesty’s Government.

1TheUndersigned, &c. »
' (Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 261.

Scfior Bonilla to Mr. Doyle.

(Translation) National Palace, ‘Mem'eo, July 27, 1854.
> THE Undersigned, &c., had the honour to receive the note of his Excel-
lency Percy William Doyle, which he was pleased to address him on the
19th instant, in which he states that it has appeared strange to his Government
that the Government of Mexico has not proceeded in the investigation which
it promised concerning the charges that are brought against Messrs. Vivo and
Soler on the subject of the flag of the frigate “ Mariana,” which was occupied
in the Slave Trade, the said note of his Excellency asking if the gentlemen in
question had given any explanation with respect to this, that he might forward
it to Her Majesty’s Government.

In reply, the Undersigned incloses with this note copy of one which
M. Vivo, the present Envoy Extraordinary in, Madrid, has been pleased to
address on the 23rd of October of last year, giving him the infor-
mation which he asked since the 1st of October last, and which docu—
ment proves that the Government of the Undersigned has not omitted. to
demand proper explanations from this fiilnctionary and M. Soler concerning
the business Which it relates to. ‘

The Undersigned, &c.
(Signed) MANUEL DIEZ DE BONILLA.

 

No. 262.

TheEarl 0f Clarendon to M5". Doyle.

Sir, » Fereign Ofiiee, October 31, 1854.
_ I HAVE received your despatch of the 2nd of September,
inclosing a copy of M. Vivo’s explanation respecting the conduct of
his nephew, M. Soler, and of himself, in the matter of the sailing papers
granted to the slaver “ Lady Sufiolk,” at the Mexican Consulate in Cuba, on
the 13th of May, 1853. I have also received Mr. Crawford’s report upon the
contents of M. Vivo’s explanation.

I observe that ‘M. Vivo’s answer to the charges brought against him
and M. Soler is dated so far back as the 23rd of October, 1853, and that it
must haYe been received by the Mexican Government in December‘last. That
answer 1s obv1ous1y incomplete and unsatisfactorv. with regard to some
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material points in the inquiry 'as to M. Vivo’s conduct in this ,trans—"
action, and I therefore presume that the Mexican Government must have'
required from that gentleman, and received from him, some further explanation
thereupon. ‘

In the first place, it was important that M. Vivo should explain why
M. Soler was acting as Consul, ad interim, for Mexico, at the time When
the sailing papers were granted to the vessel'in question.

Upon this point M. Vivo says, in, his letter of October, 1853, that, as he
was absent during the first days of May 1853, M. Soler acted as Consul ad
interim ; but it ,is clear that this statement does not contain the whole truth,
and M. BoniIIa must have been aware that, although M. Vivo was absent
from Cuba up to the 9th of May, yet he arrived there on that day, and
remained at Havana till the 16th of May, and consequently that he was
present in Cuba on the 13th of that month, which was the day on which the
“Mariana ” was registered as a Mexican vessel at the Mexican Consulate.

2ndly. M. Bonilla cannot have forgotten that, in the letter which
M. Vivo’s successor, M. Carvallo, addressed to Mr. Crawford on the 28th of
July, 1853. and which you communicated officially to M. Bonilla 0n the 22nd
of August, 1853, it is stated that no copy is to be found in the archives of the
Mexican Consulate at Havana of any letter communicating to the Mexican
Consulate the fact that the master of a vessel called the “ filmy,” of Boston,
was authorised to sell that vessel. But with regard to the alleged absence of
this important document, M. Vivo states, in his letter of the 23rd of October,
1853, as follows :—“ Dicho ' oficio debe indudablemente hallarse en aquel
archive.”

Upon the first of these points it is reasonable to suppose that M. Bonilla
must have seen the necessity of again asking M. Vivo how it happened that,
he being in Cuba on the 13th of May, his nephew was allowed on that
day to issue these important documents to the “ Mariana.” And with regard
to the second point, it is to be presumed that M. Bonilla, on receiving
M. Vivo’s positive assertion that the document in question must be recorded
in the Mexican Consulate at Havana, would, without delay, require
M. Carvallo again to search his archiVes, and to state definitively whether or
not any such document as the alleged letter of the United States’ Consul was
to be found therein.

You Will therefore officially request the Mexican Minister for Foreign
Affairs to inform you whether, on the receipt of the abovementioned letter
from M. Vivo, of October 1853, that gentleman was called upon to furnish
further explanations of his conduct, and, if 'so, you Will ask to be supplied
with a copy of M. V—ivo’s reply for communication to Her Majesty’s
Government. V

But it appears further, from the inelosed copy of the report on your.
despatch of the 2nd September which I have receiVed from Mr. Crawford :—

1. That Captain ‘William Smith and Don Juan Gutierrez, the two per—
sons mentioned by M. Vivo as having presented themselves on the 13th of
May, 1853, to M. 'Soler, at the Mexican Consulate, never did so present
themselves.

2. That 110 such document as the power—ofi-attorney from Henry West,
of Boston, duly legalized by the United States’ Consul, was presented to, or
seen by, any person at the Mexican Consulate, and that no such document was
legalized. at the Consulate of the United States.

3. That no such ship as the “Jllary,” of Boston, entered the port of
Cienfuegos in the year 1853. And,

4. That whereas M. Vivo asserts that D011 Valentin Oorujos, merchant,
of Havana, gave the security required by Mexican law before the papers
were granted to the “ Mariana,” Mr. Crawford states that it might be proved
officially that no such person as Don Valentin Corujos now exists in Havana,
or has been known to have been established there during the last tWo years. ‘

I have to instruct you to cOmmunicate the above statements to the
Mexican Minister for Foreign Afi'airs, and to inform his Excellency that Her
Majesty’s Government expect that the Government of Mexico will, Without
delay, take the necessary steps in order that the proper judicial authorities of
the Republic may institute a searching legal inquiry into the Whole of the
proceedings of M. Vivo and of M. Soler in this transaction, which, as truly

CLASS B. '
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stated in the sentence pronounced by the District Judge of Vera Cruz 'on the

22nd of November, 1853, so closely affects the honour of . the Mexican

Government.
I am 8m.

(Signed) ’ CLARENDON».- -

 

No. 263. .

Mr. Dayle to the Earl of Clarendon—-(Received December 1.)

My Lord, Mexico, November 2, 1854.

IN my despatch of the 2nd of last September I had the honour

to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, copy and translation of a

note and its inclosure I had received from his Excellency Don Manuel

Diez de Bonilla with respect to the explanation given by Don Buenaventura

Vivo, of What had taken place when he was Mexican Consul at the

Havana, with regard to Mexican sailing letters having been granted to the

vessel called the “ Mariana,” to go to Laguna de Terminos; and I stated that

I considered the explanations afforded by Sefior Vivo to be so unsatisfactory

that I had forwarded my despatch to your Lordship under flying. seal to

Mr.Consul-Genera1 Crawford at the Havana, as from his having been on

the spot he might afford further information as to What took place in the

matter.
' By the last packet, I received from him a copy of his despatch to

your Lordship of the 14th of last September ; and it so clearly proved

the statements advanced by Sefior Vivo to be Without foundation, that I
censidered it proper to address to his Excellency Sefior Bonilla the note a
copy of which I have the honour to inclose herewith, and which I trust may
meet with your Lordship’s approval. '

I have, 8w.
(Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

Inclosure in No. 263.

Mr. Doyle to Sefior Bom‘lla.

Mexico, October 20, 1854:.

.. 'AT the Same time that the Undersigned, 8m, transmitted to Her
Majesty’s Government the note he had the honour to receive from his Excel-
lency Don M. D. de Bonilla, dated the 27th of last July, inclosing the answer
given by Don Buenaventura 'Vivo to the inquiries made by the Supreme
Government of this country, with respect to the issuing the sailing papers for the
slave-vessel called the “JWarz'ana,” but in truth, the “Lady Sufiolk,” the

Undersigned forwarded also a copy of that communication to Mr. Crawford,
Her- Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana, and who, from being on the
spot, Inight furnish such further information as the Undersigned felt would
be recelved with gratification by the Supreme Government of this country,
zealous as It has ever been that nothing should alter the high position it
assumed and has maintained ever since it declared itself independent with
respect to the Infamous Traffic in Slaves; he therefore begs to communicate to
his Excellency Sefio'r Bonilla the remarks made by Mr. Crawford upon the
ansvver sent to his Excellency by Sefior Vivo. ‘

Mr. Crawford states, that he has had interviews both with Mr. Savage,
who has been for a long time the Chief Clerk of the Consulate of the United
States 1_n the Havana, as Well as With the Mexican Consul Sefior Carvallo,
and Whlch have tended fully to confirm the statements already laid before the
Mexican Government. .

N Sefior Vivo throws the Whole responsibility of this act upon his nephew
Senor Solar, who was, he states, Acting Consul at the time of this transac-
tton; but there can be .no doubt that Sefior Vivo was in the Havana at the
tlme when It took place although he did not make over the Consulate to
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Senor Carvallo until the 16thof May, a week after his arrival in the Island of
Cuba, on his way to Spain, giving as an excuse for not having done so sooner,
that he had several affairs to regulate. The archives were received by inven— ‘
toxy, ; but neither in the inventory nor amongst the archives are there any of
the'documents to be found, which are declared to have been therein deposited,
and no such papers as those described were ever issued from the American
Consulate, tending thereby to prove that no such persons as those described
by Sefior'Vivo as having appeared at the Mexican Consulate, according to
Sefior Soler’s statement, ever made their appearance.

No such document as the power-of-attorney from Henry West of Boston,
duly legalized by the American Consul, was ever presented or seen by any
body at the Mexican Consulate, nor has any such document ever been legalized
at that of the United States; and finally, as has already been proved by the
Undersigned in his note to his Excellency Seiior Bonilla of‘ the 5th of Sep-
tember, 1853, no such ship as the “ Mary” of Boston entered the port of
Cienfuegos in that year, as was shown by the certificates of the American
Consul and the Captain of that port.

Sefior Vivo in his present statement has called up a new person, Don
Valentin Corujos, said to be a merchant in the Havana, and made to figure as
a bondsman upon the issuing of the sailing letter to the “ Lady Sufiolk,”
alias “ Mary” ofBoston, alias “ Mariana.”

Mr. Crawford considered it his duty to ascertain at the Mexican Con-
sulate whether such a bond is registered in the archives ; and it appears that
not only there exist no such documents in the Consulate, but notwithstanding
the most stringent inquiries, the existence of Don Valentin Corujos as a
merchant in the Havana, is entirely unknown to every one who is at all
likely to know about him ; and it would not be difficult to prove officially, if
necessary, that no such person has ever been known to have been established
in the Havana during the last two years. , ,

Mr. Crawford further remarks, that at the time When this transaction
took place, Sefior Soler was a mere youth, and it is hardly to be supposed
that, in a transaction of such a nature, he should not have requested the advice
of Sefior Vivo at that time in the Havana, or that Senor Vivo’s attention
should not have been attracted by the fact of hardly any of the instruc-
tions of the Mexican Government having been complied with, with respect to
granting its flag to foreign-built vessels.

The above are the principal observations made by Mr. Crawford in a
despatch to Her Majesty’s Government, a copy of Which he forwarded to the
Undersigned, who considers it his duty to lay them before his Excellency
Sefior Bonilla, who has shown such interest in this matter, and has given to the
Undersigned such constant assurances of his determination to clear up by
every means in his power the commission of an act which was described by
Jndge Oropeza in the latter portion of his sentence, When he condemned the
“Mariana” as a slaver, as a fraudulent act, and to which he called the
attention of the Supreme Government, because it compromised the honour of
the Mexican nation. '

The Undersigned, &c.
(Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

No. 264.

Mr. Doyle to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 1, 1855.)

(Extract) Mexico, December 3, 1854;
A COLONEL , JIMENEZ, formerly Aide-de~camp of General Santa

Anna, but dismissed from his staff, went to Yucatan, some months since; as the
agent of Don Tito Vecino to induce some of the Indians to go to the Havana
as colonists, upon the terms granted by this Governmentto Seiior Vecino, and
which were transmitted to your Lordship in my despatch of the 2nd of
February 1ast.* '

9‘ See Class B, presented 1854, No. 252.
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Having failed entirely in inducing any Indians to accept .the terms pro-

posed, Colonel Jimenez came here lately to make some propositlons, as agent

for the house of Goicouria and. Co. of the Havana, Wlth respect to

such Indians as had been made prisoners in the war of castes still going on

in Yucatan. I was enabled through a private source to ascertain the nature

of the propositions made both by Colonel Jimenez and other" persons for

other commercial. houses in the Havana. They were to the foliowmg effect :~—

That they should supply a force armed and equipped, officers and met}, at.

their own expense, amounting to 200 men, to_ make war against the IndianS,

keeping for their own purposes all the Indlans they could make prisoners,

paying for them besides t0 the Mex1can Government at the rate of fifteen

‘ dollars a-head. This was the atrocious offer made, but the one whiéi Colonel

Jimenez shOWed my informant as having been accepted by the President

and signed by the Minister of War, was as follows :—— _

That the house of Goicouria and Co. should pay Into the Government:

Treasury 20,000 dollars, in two payments of_ 10,000 dollars each. That on the

payment of the first 10,000 dollars all the prisoners already 1n the hands of the

Government authorities should be made over to Colonel Jimenez ; that IS to

say, such as he considered fit for the labour they were to nndergo, and on the

payment of the second 10,000 dollars, all. such prlsoners as had been made

since the first payment, were then to be given over at once to them, and for the

future all prisoners made during the time the war lasted were equally to be.
placed at his disposal. ' . _

It was stipulated that the privilege thus granted to the house of GOICOUl‘la

and Co. should not be an exclusive one, but the Indians could only be,-

sent to the Island of Cuba, and not to any other island in the West Indies, and

they were to remain for five years in the power of the house (if Geicouria and

00., after which time they were to be considered as. tree, their titre years;
labour being considered as penalty enough for their havmg‘ risen against the

Government of Yucatan.
As soon as I knew of Colonel Jimenez’s arrival, I took the necessary

measures for finding out what was the precise object of hisjoumey, and having

heard vaguely of the nature of the propositions he was about to make to the
Government, I lost no time in addressing a note on the subject to Sefior Bonilla.
I received subsequently a visit from the Colonel, who told me partly what were
his plans, but not all of them. I, however, frankly told him that I would resist
to the utmost anything in the shape of slavery, however it might be disguised.

The day after his visit I was informed verbally of the real terms agreed
upon and signed by. the Minister of War ; which I wrote down at once and
inclose herewith for your Lordship’s information. , '

I immediately went to the Foreign Office and put this paper into
Sefior Bonilla’s hands, telling him What I knew had taken place 3 and
upbn his giving me every assurance that he knew nothing of such being
the case, as he had not seen the President for two days, I called upon
him at onee to take the necessary measures for having the contract made
with Colonel Jimenez revoked, reading to him, at the same time, some
extracts rof the correspondence on this very point, which was laid last
year before Parliament, adding that Her Majesty’s Government would not for
a moment tolerate such an arrangement; that the excuse given could not be
held to be valid, namely, that if the prisoners were sent to another part of the
Republic they would return to Yucatan, because if colonization was the object,
they could send them to Lower California or other points of the Republic,
from whence it was impossible they could make their way back to Yucatan ;
but taking prisoners by force, and sending them to a foreign country, to be
under foreign masters for a certain number of years, could not be called
colonization, and the excuse of their being prisoners of war, would place this
eountrybelow the level ofAfrica,because the prisoners sold into a state ofslavery
there, were not like the Yucatan Indians, who enjoyed all the privileges and
rights of citizenship according to the constitution of this country; and I further
called to his Excellency’s attention the certainty that the unfortunate Indians
in question would be held in a state of slavery during the whole of their lives.

' Sefior Bonilla, after repeating in the-most positive manner the assurances
he had before given me of his ignorance of .any arrangement having been
actually made with Colonel Jiinenez, requested the to write him a note on the
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subject at once, adding that when the question had been discussed in the

Council of Ministers, he had told the President that nothing must be done

which could be turned into slavery, as he felt assured I should at once protest

against every such plan, and his “Excellency told me that he would support,

and get the majority of his colleagues to support, the representation I intended

to make. I at oncedi'ew up a note, stating I was aware of What nature

the propositions presented were, but that I felt equally certain they would

never be accepted by his Excellency. The result has been, that the President

has said it would be considered. by him as an otience were any one to consider

him capable of' entering“ into such a plan, and that every care would be

taken that the Treaty between Great Britain and Mexico shall be respected,

and no Indians sent to the Island of" Cuba against their will. Not-

withstanding all that has taken place, I feel certain, that if great care

be not taken, the unfortunate Indians will. be forced to go to Cuba.

I was instructed by your Lordship‘s despatch of the 29th of last
September, to report whether iconsidered, from the observations made to

Sir George Grey by Mr. "Wodehouse, that abuses might be committed under

the new law of colonization for the island of Cuba by the inhabitants of

Yucatan. My best answer,pe1‘haps, would be the contents of the present

despatch. Were the terms properly carried out, perhaps there might be but

little chance of abuse; but asrsuch is little likely to be the case, Iquite
coincide in the view taken by Mr. Wodehouse of this matter.

As Colonel Jimenez has embarked at Vera Cruz for the Havana; on
his way to Yucatan, I have considered it my duty to send this despatch under
flying seal to Mr. ConsuLGeneral Crawford, so that he may watch the
Colonel’s proceedings during his stay there, and put himself into communi-
cation on this matter with the Mexican Consul, to whom Sehor Bonilla has

promised me that proper instructions shall be sent. _ i -

I shall also inform the Admiral commanding Her Majesty’s naval forces

in the West Indies of the representations 1 have made against any Indians

beh‘igforced to go to the Island of Cuba, as intended, So that should such

eventually be the case, he may. take such measures as he may judge proper
for preventing its continuance. ' 5 ' ' t '

 

Inclosure 1 in No; 264:;

Air. Doyle to Savior vBah'iZl'u,‘

. , Mexico, Noeemyber TO, 1854,

THEVUnclersigned, &c., has been informed that-"plans-have been’laid

before this Government by the agents of a c,01mnercial._housein the Havana,

as well as by other persons, by which it is proposed that all; suchilndians as

may be made prisoners in the war of castes, still. unfortunately in existeneein

the Peninsula of Yucatan, shalll e hired out to them, and sent to the Island

Of Cuba f r a certain tern“. of years. The Indersigned is well. aware of the

extreme jealousy with which the present, as indeed all the Governments of

this Republic have Viewed any attempt to induce them to waive the high
position this country assumed from the first day of its independence, upon the

question of the Slave Trade, and the Undersigned has every confidence, from

the stringent regulations which were drawn up by his Excellency Don Manuel

Diez de Bonilla, under which Don Tito Vecino was allowed to engage colonists

to go to the Island of Cuba, that his Excellencywill not countenance any

attempt virtuallyto carry on the Slave Trade as it were under the auspices of

the present Government, his Excellency will not fail to see at once the great

difference between the permission given by him to Sefioi' Vecino to engage
such Indians as were willing to go to the Island of Cuba as colonists, from

that Which the Undersigned has been informed is now sought to be obtained,

namely, of sending to that island by force the Indians Who may be made

prisoners of war, and who, it is to be recollected,.enjoy according to the

constitution of this country all the rights and privileges of citizenship. The

Undersigned, feels certain that his Excellency Don Manuel Diez de Bonilla

will see at once the license a grant of such a nature would give, and what

abuses could be committed were it sanctioned by this Government. The
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Undersigned, therefore, trusts most sincerely that his Excellency will not

listen for a moment to a proposition of such a nature; for leaving aside the

question of the rights acquired by those Indians of citizenship, according to
the constitution of this country, it would tend not only to infringe virtually
the Treaty for the abolition of Slave Trade existing between Great Britain

and Mexico, but would place this Government in a position which the Under—

signed cannot believe they would accept, namely, that of being the first

Government of this Republic which has authorised the possibility of the Slave
Trade being carried on, for such would be the effect of the arrangement pro—

posed to the Government, however much it may be, attempted to be hidden by

the persons interested in getting their iniquitous plan carried into execution;

but as this is a matter of great importance, the Undersigned has the honour

to request his Eiccellency Sefior Bonilla will be good enough to inform him

what may be the intentions of the Mexican Government, so that he may
communicate them to that of Her Majesty.

The Undersigned, 85c.
(Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 264.

Mr. Doyle to Sefior Bom‘lla.

M'em'co, November 13, 1854.

THE Undersigned, &c., had the honour to address a note to his Excellency
Don M. D. de Bonilla on the 10th instant, in consequence of a report having
reached him that a plan had been proposed to this Government, to place at the
disposal of certain commercial houses in the Havana, such Indians as had been
already or should hereafter be made, prisoners in the war of castes, still in exist-
ence in the Peninsula of Yucatan, and the Undersigned expressed the certainty
he felt that no such proposition would be listened to by the Supreme Government.

Since writing that note the Undersigned has been informed of the terms
which it is the desire of the persons interested in this matter should be accepted
by the Mexican Government, and they are of such a nature as to render it
necessary that the Undersigned should address this furtheij Icommunication to
his Excellency Sefior Bonilla without loss of time. Those terms are said to be
as follows, viz.: That the persons interested will, if the Supreme Government
desire it, keep on foot a body of 200 men armed and officered at their expense
to make war against the Indians, they having the right to send to the Island of
Chba all the prisoners they might make; ‘and ofi‘e‘ring, besides to pay the
Supreme Government for them, at the rate of fifteen dollars a-head. Should
such terms not meet the approbation of the Government, they professthemselves
ready 'to pay dewn a sum of 20,000 dollars, in two payments; on the payment
of the first 10,000 dollars, they are to receive all the prisoners already in the
power of the Government, Who they may consider fit for the work they are
intended for ; and on the payment of the second 10,000 dollars, they are to
receive all such other prisoners as may have been made subsequently to the
payment of the first 10,000, and such as may hereafter be made as long as the
war lasts.

These prisoners are to remain in the power of the commercial houses
making this contract for the term of five years.

These are the principal terms which the Undersigned understands are to be
proposed to the Supreme Government.

The Undersigned Will not enter into discussion With respect to them, because
he is perfectly certain that the Supreme G0vernment will reject them at once,
as they deserve, taking into consideration, as far as Mexico is concerned, that
they would break through not only the rights of citizenship enjoyed by those
Indians, but this Government would shrink from the imputation to Which it
mightlay itself open, of condemning to a state of slavery, men Who, from their
unhappy state of ignorance, deserve more than others the paternal care of an
enllghtened Government; for much as the persons interested may wish to conceal
this transactlon under the name of colonization,these unfortunate men would be
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but slaves, for colonists are not prisoners of war, sent by force to live in a
foreign land, under foreign masters, and exiled for a certain term of years.

The Undersigned will only repeat the assurance, he feels, that this proposi-
tion will be rejected at once; and he feels the more certain that such will be the
case, from the fact, that it would virtually be an infringement of the Slave Trade
Treaty in existence between this country and Great Britian, by which slavery is
declared to be totally and perpetually abolished in every part of the Mexican
territory, and that the flag of Mexico shall never be employed in any way to
cover the Slave Trade. And this Treaty was signed in 1841, by the same
illustrious person, who was then, as he is now, called to rule the destinies of this
country, and who has always shown himself so determined an enemy to anything
like slavery, in any shape, being attempted to be carried on in this Republic by
any Mexican citizen, or out of it under the Mexican flag, to which the Under—
signed was a witness lately in the prosecution and condemnation of the noted
slaver “ Alarz'ana.”

But as these propositions may reach Her Majesty’s Government through
the Havana, the Undersigned would feel obliged by his Excellency Sefior Bonilla
putting it into his power to write about them to his Government, by the packet
which will leave Vera Cruz for New Orleans, on the 22nd instant, so as to do
away at once with such disagreeable impressions as their having come to the
knowledge of Her Majesty’s Government may possibly have caused.

The Undersigned, 8w.
(Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

[nclosure 3 in No. 264.

Memorandum of Termsfor Yucatan Indians to ya to Cuba.

EN vista de 193 propuestas hechas por el Sefior Coronel Jimenez como
apoderado de la casa Goicoria y Hermano de la Habana, en que ofrece poner por
cuenta de dicha casa una fuerza de 200 hombres equipados, armados y pagados,
tropas y oficiales, con objeto de hacer 1a guerra a Ios sublevados de Yucatan
tomando los prisoneros que podran hacer, y enviarse a la Isla de Cuba, pagando
ademas por cada uno de ellos 1a cantitad de 15 pesos;

S. A. S. se ha servido modificar las propuestas dei mode siguiente:
1. Sefior Jimenez a_nombre de sus poderdantes entregaré en las cajas del

Estado la cantitad de 20,000 pesos en dos plazas.
2. Hecho el primer pago, se le entregara todos los prisoneros que existen

y tengan las condiciones necesarias para el trabajo a que deben destinarse, y
despues del segundo plazo, se le Seguiran entregando los que hubieron.

3. Este privilegio no es esclusivo a la casa de los Sefiores Goicoria y'
Hermano, si no que el Gobierno tendra la facultad (1e concederlo 3 otros, pero
si se entiende que solamente esta limitada a la unica Isla de Cuba, escluyendo
a Ias otras antillas. 7

4. Estes prisoneros quedardn en podcr de 103 Sefiores Goicoria y Hermano
por el espacio de cinco anus, tiempo que S. A. St considera suficiente para el
castigo de su sublevacion, siendo libres Concluido este tiempo.

 

(Translation)

WITH reference to the proposals made by Colonel Jimenez, as representa
tive of the House of Goicoria and Brother, of Havana, offering to supply, on
acdount of the said house, a force of 200 men, equipped, armed, and paid, rank
and file, for the purpose of making war against the insurgents of Yucatan,
taking the prisoners made by them, who are to be sent to the Island of Cuba,
on payment of 15 dollars a head for each prisoner ;
f 11 His Serene Highness has been pleased to modify these proposals as
o ows:

1. M. Jimenez shall, on behalf of his employers, pay Into the Public
Treasury the sum of 20,000 dollars in two instalments. .
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2. On payment of the first instalment all existing prisoners who may be

properly qualified for the work in which they are to be employed shall be made

over to him; and after payment of the second instalment, the delivery to him

of any others in hand shall be continued. . '

3. This privilege is not granted exclusively to Messrs. Gomor1a,hut the

Government shall be at liberty to grant the same to other persons; it being

understood, however, that it is solely available for the Island of Cuba, to the

exclusion of the other West India Islands.
4. These prisoners shall belong to Messrs. Groicoria for five years, which

period of servitude his Serene Highness considers suffieient for the punishment

of their rebellion, they being free on the expiration of that period. '

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 264.

Sefior Bonilla to Mr. Doyle.

National Palace, Mewico, December 1, 1854.

THE Undersigned, Minister for Foreign Afi‘airs, has received the notes that,

under date of the 10th and 13th of last month, his Excellency Percy W. Doyle

was pleased to address him in relation to the information he had received of the

proposals that the agents of a commercial house at the Havana had made to

the Supreme Government, With the view of obtaining permission to carry over

to the Island of Cuba, under certain conditions, the Indians of Yucatan Who

may be made prisoners during the war that is being carried on in that
department.

The Undersigned laid the said notes before his Serene Highness the General

President, Who sees with satisfaction that his Excellency Mr. Doyle considers

as an impossibility any kind of protection rendered by the actual Government

of the Republic to the Traffic in Slaves, and particularly if it were to be carried

on at the expense of the very sons of the Republic; and his Excellency Mr.

Doyle does due justice to the supreme head of the State, who would be incapable

of carrying on a commerce in Mexicans, selling them as slaves, the mere
supposition of Which would he a grievous insult on the part of any person who
could entertain such a thought, because his Serene Highness has at all times,
and under :every circumstance, given unequivocal proofs of his humane and
philanthropic sentiments, Which he would be very loath to belie by giving his
acquiescence to a concession that would even allow of the possibility of any of
his. fellow-citizens being reduced to so sad and lamentable a condition.

For this reason his Serene Highness thinks that both the notes of his
Excellency Mr. Doyle ought to be answered by assuringhim that the permissions
that he may give to transport the Indians of Yucatan to any other part, will
never contain clauses or conditions that may possibly be interpreted in such a
way as to allow of their being considered as slaves, but, onythe contrary, they
Will be modelled after the terms of the concession granted to Don Tito Vecino,
wtliiCh his Excellency Mr. Doyle considers as a powerful restriction against that
a use.

Upon this understanding, his Excellency Mr. Doyle will see that there has
never been the remotest idea on the part of this Government to protect or
tolerate'a traffic of such an abominable nature as that in any description of
mankind, and Which is unfortunately carried on With the African race who arrive
at the ‘1s1and of Cuba, and are then sold that they and'their posterity may
remain perpetually under a strange dominion, just as if they were a herd of
cattle, to the horror of humanity and civilization. ' '

The Undersigned', &c.
(Signed) MANUEL D‘IEZ DE BON'ILLA. ’
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No. 265.

Mr. Doyle to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 1, 1855.)

My Lord, Mexico, December 3, 1854.

I HAD the honour to transmit to your Lordship, in my despatch
of the 2nd ultimo, a copy of a note I had addressed to his Excel—
lency Don Manuel Diez de Bonilla, proving how unfounded were the
statements advanced by Sefior Vivo, late Mexican Consul at the Havana, wtth

_ respect to the false documents given to the master of the “ Mariana,” alias
“Lady Sufibllc,” Which vessel was condemned as a slaver at Vera Cruz. And
I have now the honour to inclose a copy of his Excellency’s answer, by which
your Lordship Will perceive that a copy of my note has been sent to Sefior
Vivo, in order to make Sefior Soler answer the charges brought against
him.

I have, &c.
(Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

Inclosure in No. 265.

Seflor Bonilla to Mr. Doyle.

Palacio Nacz'onal, Mexico, 6 de Noviembré de‘1854.
EN contestacion a la nota de su Excelencia e1 Séfior Doyle fecha

26 de Octubre proximo passado, relativa :1 la conducta observada por el
Consul Mexicano en la Havana con motivo deI abanderamiento de la fragata
“ Mariana,” e1 Infrascrito, Ministro de Relaciones Esteriores, tiene 1a honra
de informar {L su Excelencia que ha trasladado su nota citada a1 Sefior
Vivo é fin de que haga que el Sefior Soler conteste 5 10s cargos que le
resultan.

E1 Infrascrito, 8m.
(Firmado) MANUEL DIEZ DE BONILLA.

 

No. 266.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Doyle.

(Extract) Foreign Ofiice, Janua'fy 15, 1855.'
I HAVE received your despatch of the 3rd ultimo,‘ inclosing

copies of your correspondence with the Mexican Minister for Foreign
Affairs respecting the bargain proposed to be made by Colonel Jimenez
With Messrs. Goicoria and Go. of HaVana, for the purpose of selling
to them the penal services of the Yucatan Indians,_ who may be made
prisohers in the war against them which is now being carried on in that
provmce.

And I have to instruct you to inform the Mexican Minister for Foreign
Affairs that Her Majesty’s Government have entirely approved the vigil nt
and energetic exertions made by you in order to defeat this disgraceful
scheme.

/

 

« No. 264.

CLASS B.
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No. 267.

The Earl of Clarendon to: Mr. Doyle.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, January 20, 1855.

WITH reference to my despatch of the lhth instant, I . transmit

to you herewith, for your information, a copy of an 1nstruct10n* which I have

addressed to Lord Howden, inclosing a copy of your despatch of the

3rd of December last, and directing him to urge the Spanish Government

to take steps for preventing the importation into Cuba of the Yucatan Indlan
prisoners.

I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 268.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Doyle.

Sir, ' Foreign Ofi'ce, February 21, 1855.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 3rd of December last,1-

respecting the proposed transportation of Yucatan Indians to_ Cuba, I
transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatchI Wthh I have
received from Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, inclosing a copy of the
answer returned by the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs to the represen—
tations of Her Majesty’s Government upon this subject.

I am, 860.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 269.

Mr. Doyle to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 5.)

My Lord, Mexico, February 2, 1855.
I HAVE received from Sefior Regil y Peon, British Consular Agent at

Merida, copy of a despatch and its inclosures, which he had addressed to
Mr. Consul—General Crawford, With respect to the forced embarkation of
forty-five Indian prisoners, to be placed at the disposal of the House of
Goicouria in the Havana. _

I immediately addressed the inclosed note on this subject to Sefior Bonilla,
calling to his ExCellency’s attention the manner in which the then Governor of
Yucatan, and Colonel Jimenez, the agent of the house of Goicouria, had
broken through the direct orders of this Government, the constitution of the
country, and had also virtually broken through the Slave Trade Treaty
between Great Britain and Mexico, by forcing these mifortunate creatures to
go to the Havana, and be kept there for a term of years, to all intents and
purposes in a state of slavery; and Iparticularly called to his Excellency’s
attention the answer of Governor Cardenas to the petition of these unfor-
tunate people, praying that they might not be sent out of their country, as
they had never taken a share in the rebellion. ”

General Cardenas declared that he would not listen to their petition,
because they were prisoners of war; whereas the Supreme Government had
especially directed that all the Indians contracting to go as colonists should be
told that they were entirely at liberty to do so or not, as they chose,———a right
to which they were clearly entitled by the constitution of this country, by
which they enjoy every right of citizenship. I have also in a further note
called upon this Government to withdraw the privilege of embarking Indians
at a point called Rio Lagartos, as it may be made the means of great abuses

’ No. 435. 1- No. 264. 1 No. 443.
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being committed, as well as the privilege granted in 1848 to Don Francisco
Martin y Torrens to form a fishing establishment in the Isla de Mugeres.

Sefior Bonilla has promised me that he Will not fail to lay my notes before
His Serene Highness the President, and give me an answer as soon as possible;
nor have I failed to lay before his Excellency’s attention the certainty of this
conduct pursued towards the Indians, rendering the war of castes, Which has
unhappily been raging so long in Yucatan, of a still more sanguinary character,
and the equal certainty of rendering peace hopeless.

I confess I am at a loss to understand the policy of this Government in
not making use of every means in its power to put an end to this Traffic,
being in want, as this country is, of‘ people to cultivate its soil, and moreover
that such conduct pursued by the local authorities towards the Indians would
do much to induce them to offer their country to the Americans,—-an offer
which it is far from unlikely would be refused, and indeed this is an argument
which should have its weight in preventing the Spanish authorities ‘ in the
Island of Cuba from permitting such a system to be continued.

I have just received a despatch from Mr. Consnl-General Crawford, by
which I perceive that he has laid the Whole case before your Lordship. ‘ I find
it reported that the Indians who had arrived there had declared that they had
gone there of their own accord. .

I do not understand who was present When they were interrogated; but
I confess I put more faith in the petition these unfortunate people made to
Governor Cardenas before they were expatriated, than in the result of this
interrogation on their arrival in the Havana.

The result of it, however, is, that his Excellency General Concha has
declared that he felt bound to admit them as free colonists under the present
Spanish law of colonization. '

Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Buzzard” being at this moment at Vera Cruz,
I shall request the Commander to call in at the Port of Sisal, and put himself
in communication with Sefior Peon, who has acted throughout the whole
business with great energy, and make a report of all that is going on there to
Mr. Consul—General Crawford, or to Admiral Fanshawe, should he still be at
the Havana.

I have, &c.
(Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

Inclosure l in No. 269.

Mr. Doyle to Sefior Bonilla.

Mexico, January 20, 1855.

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to inform his Excellency Don
Manuel Diez de Bonilla, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Mexican Republic,
that he has just received some despatches from the British Consular Agent in
Merida, containing facts of a most important nature, as they fully prove that
Sefior Cardenas, the Acting Governor of Yucatan, and Colonel Jimenez, the
agent of the house of Goicouria in the Havana, have committed the most
cruel acts of oppression towards a large body of unfortunate Indian prisoners
who have been condemned, to all intents and purposes, to a state of slavery by
these two persons, virtually violating as they have done the Treaty for the
abolition of slavery between Great Britain and this country, violating at the
same time the constitution of this country, and breaking through the positive
orders of. the Supreme Government. .

The statement laid before the Undersigned by Sei’lor Don Pedro Regil y
Peon is to the following efi‘ect :— ‘

A large number of Indians in the prisons in Merida have been sent,
against their Will, to the Havana, and placed at the disposal of the house of
Goicouria in that capital,‘ and notwithstanding that the most earnest appeal
was made to his Excellency by these unfortunate beings, in Which they declared
that they had never joined the ranks of the insurrectionists, but had been
taken up merely on suspicion of siding With the rebels, and stated that
it was entirely and absolutely against their will their'being sent out of the
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Country. Sefior Cardenas, in answer to this petition (copies of both which

documents are inclosed), declared it to be without foundation, inasmuch as he
considered them prisoners of war; and Sefior Cardenas has also declared
publicly that he was acting in accordance with orders he had received from
the Supreme Government in sending, as he had done? these unfortunate persons
on board a Mexican vessel called the “ Maria Jacinta,” and sent to the
Havana, to be placed, as before stated, at the disposal of the house of
Goicouria in a virtual state of slavery.

The Undersigned feels it unnecessary, after the correspondence which

has already taken place between the Mexican Government and himself upon
this subject, to enter into any further details with respect to the effect which
the crirhinal conduct of the two persons engaged in this nefarious transaction

must produce throughout the entire Peninsula of Yucatan. He will merely
call to his Excellency’s attention the fact that one of the first and obvious
consequences of this act of oppression must be, that it Will raise up such a

spirit of exasperation on the part of the Indian population, as cannot but have

the effect of rendering the war of Castes now raging in Yucatan of a still
more sanguinary character, and must render all efforts on the part of the

Supreme Government to bring this war to a termination entirely fruitless.

In presence, however, of the above facts, and 0f the manner in which the

Treaty for the abolition of slavery between Great Britain and this country has
been wilfully violated by Sefior Cardenas, the Governor of Yucatan, and by
Colonel Jimenez, who was authorised by this Government to act as agent for
the house of Groicouria, the Undersigned, in' compliance with his duty, calls
upon this Government to have those two persons brought immediately to trial,
and properly punished for the breach they have committed in a solemn inter-
national engagement, and that measures be taken at once, through the Mexican
Consul at the Havana, to have these unfortunate creatures restored to their
country without loss of time, and that due measures be taken to prevent the
embarkation from Yucatan, under similar circumstances, of any more of these
unhappy creatures.

The Undersigned is assured that this appeal will not be made by him in
vain to the Supreme Government of this country, taking into consideration, as
he does, that the constitution of this country, and the direct and positive orders
of the Supreme Government, have also been so wilfully violated upon a matter
in which this Government has shown itself so zealous to support the high and
honourable position this Republic has ever assumed with respect to the question
of slavery, and that moreover it was his Serene Highness General St. Anna
who signed the very Treaty for the abolition of slavery, which has been
violated by the two persons of whom the Undersigned makes this formal
complaint, in the name of Her Majesty’s Government.

The Undersigned, 8:0.
(Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 269.

Mr. Doyle to Sefior Bonilla.

Mexico, January 20, 1855.
. WITH reference to‘ the note of this day’s date Which the Undersigned,

&c., has had the honour to address to his Excellency Don Manuel Diez de Bonifla,
Minister of State, and charged With the Foreign Department, there are two
points relative to the question of putting a stop to the fraudulent abduction of
Indians from Yucatan, which the Undersigned considers it his duty also to
bring before the earnest attention of his Excellency.

‘The first point to Which the Undersigned twill allude, is a, permission which
has Just been granted by the Governor of the Department of Yucatan to, the
Company established for sending colonists to Yucatan, to embark the Indians
from Rio Lagartos. _ The Undersigned has only to refer to the contents of his

' note of this day’s date on this subject, to prove to his Excellency Sefior Bonilla,
the danger of allowing such a grant to exist, situated as Rio Lagartos is, so far
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from the vigilance of the proper authorities, and when such a shameful abuse ,
of the orders of the Supreme Government has just been committed under the '
eyes of the authorities in Merida.

The second point to which the Undersigned desires to call the attention
of his Excellency Sefior Bonilla, is a grant which was made in the year 1848
by the State authorities in Yucatan, to a Don Francisco. Martin y Torrens to
form an establishment nominally for a fishingstation in the'Isla de Mugeres.

In a note which the Undersigned had the honour to address to his
Excellency on the 29th of last March, he brought this matter before him,
inclosing at the same time a copy of the grant made by the then Government
of Yucatan.

Since which time, from the inquiries which the Undersigned has made of
persons living in that country, and those who have exercised authority in it, no
doubt remains in his mind that the grant has been made the means offraudulently
sending Indians to the Island of Cuba. .

It is perfectly evident, moreover, that the grant in question is illegal, as
neither under the federal system of Government, and much less under the
present one, could any Governor of a State concede the permission in question, it
being clearly in the province of the Supreme Government to do so.

The Undersigned, therefore, trusts that his Excellency Don Manuel Diez
de Bonilla will bring the contents of this note to the early attention of his
Serene Highness the President, and the Undersigned has no doubt that such
orders will be given by his Highness on these points as will at once put an end
to such abuses on the part of the local authorities, knowing, as the Undersigned
does, the determination of his Serene Highness to put down any attempt to
carry on the Slave Trade either within the limits of the Mexican territory, or
under its flag. ‘

The Undersigned, &c. j _ '
(Signed) PERCY W. DOYLE.

 

No. 270.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Doyle.

(Extract) Foreign Ofice, Mamh 9, 1855.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 2nd ultimo, stating that the

Governor of Yucatan has transported from Merida t0 Havana 45 Indian
prisoners, natives of Yucatan, whose services as labourers have been sold by the
Mexican Government to the house of Goicouria and 00., of Havana, for a
term of five years, and I have to acquaint you that I approve the steps which
you have taken With regard to this afl'air. ’

 

No. 271.

Mr. Doyle to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 20.)

(Extract.) * w ' Mexico, February 7, 1855.
IN my despatch of the 2nd instant, I had the honour to inform your

Lordship, that as‘soon as I} received an answer to the notes I had addressed
to his Excellency Don Manuel Diez de Bonilla, complaining of the conduct
of the Governor of Yucatan in sending Indians by force to the Havana, I
should forward that answer by Captain Dobbie, commanding Her Majesty’s
steam-vessel “Buzzard,” to the Havana, so that both Rear-Admiral Fan-
shawe, now in that port, as well-as Mr. Consul-Greneral Crawford,'1‘night be
made aware of its contents. 4 , , .1

Having just received that answer, I lose no time in forwarding it here—-
With ; by it your Lordship will perceive that his Serene Highness the President
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has directed that the conduct of Governor Cardenas should be inquired into,
as well as to the facts of the privileges granted for the embarkation of Indians
from Rio Lagartos and the state of the fishing establishment at the Isla de
Mugeres. '

His Excellency objects to Sefior Peon having officially protested against
the acts of Governor Cardenas, as he should have referred the matter to me;
but what is of very great importance, is that the grants made to the Houses
of Geicoria and Zangroniz have been revoked as far as the Indian prisoners
are concerned, and that henceforward only free Indians Will be allowed to be
sent to the Havana as colonists.

if this plan be fairly carried out by the local authorities, it is evident,
as has been already shown by the grants made to Sefior Vecino, that no
Indians will voluntarily go to the Island of Cuba; at any rate it will enable
Mr. Consul-General Crawford, in presence of this declaration of Sefior Bonilla,
to call upon the Captain—General of Cuba to send back all such Indians to
Yucatan.

I have requested Commander Debbie to call off Sisal and Rio Lagartos
011 his way to the Havana, as I consider the presence of one of Her Majesty’s
vessels of war, even for a very short time, may be of the greatest service in
holding in check the local authorities; and l have not failed to call to the
attention of Sefior Peon the fact of the revocation of the permission to send
prisoners as colonists to the Island of Cuba, and have directed him to pay
every attention to this point. ,

I shall have the honour of forwarding to your Lordship, by the next
packet, a copy of my answer to the note I have just received from Sefior
Bonilla, in Which I shall call again to his Excellency’s attention the fact of my
complaint against Sefior Cardenas having been founded on his own answer to
the petition of the Indians, to Which he would not listen, because, he said, he
considered them as prisoners of war; thus going against the direct orders of
his Government, the constitution of the country, and virtually breaking
through our Treaty with Mexico for the abolition of the Slave Trade ; and it
was with the view of preventing acts of so grave a nature that Sefior Peon felt
bound to interfere ; and in doing so his Excellency will perceive that he acted
as much in the interest of the Supreme Government, Whose orders were being
disobeyed, as in the watching over the due observance of the Treaty in force
between the two countries.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 271.

Sefior Bonilla to Mr. Doyle.

(Translation) National Palace, Mewico, February 6, 1855.

. THE Undersigned, Minister for Foreign Affairs, has the honour of commu-
nicating. to his Excellency Percy W. Doyle, that his Serene Highness the
General President has been pleased to direct that the Governor of Yucatan
shallObe asked for the information necessary respecting all the points contained
in his two notes of the 20th of last month, which his Excellency Mr. Doyle
addressed to the Undersigned relative to the Indians of that department recently
contracted for by the house of Goicouria and Brothers, of Havana, who have been
sent to 'the Island of Cuba. As notwithstanding that said Governor reported
uponthis business to the Supreme Government, the latter is anxious in having
the c1rcumstances and acts which have intervened cleared up, which his Excel-
lency Mr. Doyle reveals, in order to dictate such measures as may be necessary.

. That functionary has informed the Undersigned 0f the communications
which took place between him and the Consular Agent of' Her Britannic Majesty
at Merida and Sisal as to the intervention which he Wished to have, and Which
wasnot allowed in the matter of the contracts and conveyance to Cuba 0f the
Indlans referred to, the Supreme Government not being able to do less than
aelinowledge that that Governor acted according to his duty in not allowing the
said .Agent to interfere with the exercise of his authority over national subjects;
and It IS to be hoped, that his Excellency Mr. Doyle will be pleased to intimate
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to the said. Consular Agent, that he is‘not to make pretensions which are, like
those, beyond the attributes he exercises.

The Undersigned, for this purpovse,makes known to his Excellency Mr. Doyle,

as a new proof that his Serene Highness interests himself more than any one

in the welfare of his countrymen; and upon principle, he' never will conSent

that, even apparently, any of them should remain in the condition of slaves, that
notwithstanding that did not appear, but rather that such a possibility was
destroyed by the express conditions under which the houses of Zangroniz and

Goicouria were allowed to contract and convey Indians prisoners from Yucatan to
Cuba. His Serene Highness being desirous to keep away every sinister inter-
pretation of the benevolent intentions by which he was animated in granting

such permissions, he was pleased expressly to revoke them since the 2nd of
December last, when the respective orders were communicated by this Ministry,
so that if the Governor of Yucatan permitted the contracting and transmission
to Cuba of any prisoners, it was because the said orders had not been received
b him.
y This Ministry has received from the Consul of the Republic in Havana a
communication in which he reports the arrival there of the Indians, prisoners
of Whom we are treating, by the national schooner “Maria Jacintha,” on the
7th of January last, and as well by that as by the proceeding which that officer
practised with due solemnity on board of said vessel, it appears that they
went freely and voluntarily contracted, that they were satisfied and content with
the way they had. been engaged, had had good treatment and abundant victuals
on their voyage, having nothing whatever to complain of, and were all resolved
to remain in Cuba to fulfil their engagements.

The Undersigned incloses a copy of that document to his Excellency
Mr. Doyle, as it serves for the most complete refutation of the violence and force
which the English ConsularAgent in Merida supposes had been used towards
said Indians, and of which he informed his Excellency Mr. Doyle, who will
see that none of them took advantage of the offer made to them by the Consul
to restore them to Yucatan, as they would have done if in reality they had gone
against their will, or had been deeeived by false contracts.

The Supreme Government is persuaded that his Excellency Mr. Doyle,
taking into consideration all that is set forth in this note, will be convinced
that in the affair to which this has reference, the Government has acted justly;
and that there is no reason for supposing that the Indians of Yucatan, contracted
for the Island of Cuba, will be reduced to a state of slavery, or that
in the execution of such measures there is any violation of the Treaty between
the Republic and Great Britain for abolition of the Traffic in Slaves.

The Undersigned, 8Z0. "
(Signed) MANUEL DIEZ DE BONILLA.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 271.

Declaration of Mexican Consul at the Havana.

Consulatlo de la Repzibl'ica Memicana en la Havana.

A LAS diez de la mafiana de boy 8 de Enero de 1855, pasé a bordo de la

goleta Mexicana “Maria Jacinta,” acompa'fiado del interprete Don Ignacio ‘

Camara, natural de Merida de Yucatan, de los Sefiores Don Ramon Serafin Diaz,

Don Juan Pablo de los Rios y Don Antonio Mir, a tomar las declaraciones con

arreglo a las instrucciones que tengo del Supremo Gobierno de mi nacion a 10s

indigenos de Yucatan, Pascual Tamay, Juan Carrich, Cahsto Aban, Hermene—

gildo Chan, José Cenobio Chin, Diego Pue, Antonio Cumul, José Martin Chan,

Eusebio Canil, Raymundo Tun, Pascual Té, Antonio Xeel, Victoriano Chin,

Juan Noh, Julian de la Cruz Han, Laureano Oanul, Eleuterio Tamay, Diego

Chi, Augustin Nanat, Victoriano Cruz, José Maria Day, Luciano Dib, Fernando

Chan, Jnan Balbine Uukul, Pedro Oupal, Estevan Cub, Pedro Han, Hilaria

Cam casada con Pedro Han,que,han venido contratados por los Sefiores Groicouria

Hermanos; para los trabajos de esta isla; y habiendoles preguntado a cada uno

de ellos per medio del citado Don Ignacio Camara si venian libres y voluntaria-
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mente contratados, para trabajar en esta isla, han respondido que si. Pregun-

tadoles si se les habia hecho alguna violencia para traerlos a la fuerza nor megio
de amenazas, han respondido, que no les han hecho violenma alguna n1 engano,
que estaban muy contentos y satisfechos de la manera eon que veman contrata—
dos. Preguntadoles si durante la navegacion les hablan dado buen trato y buenos
alimentos, han contestado que el Capitan Dorantes les habla dado un tratoexce—
lente y abundantes comidas por lo que absolutamente no tenian de que queJarse;
y finahnente habiendoles preguntado a todos los veintioq:ho indigenos de Yucatan
arriba mencionados, que si habia alguno que no estubiese contento, que sahese
a manifestarlo para que fuese devuelto a Yucatan, pues e1 Supremo Gobierno
de la Repfiblica no queria que se hiciese violencia ni engafio a nlnguno de eflos;
han contestado que no teniendo motivo ulguno de qneja, estaban resueltos a
quedarse y cumplir sus compromisos. Con 10‘ cual quedé concluido este acto,
que firmamos 10s presentes conmigo e1 infrascrlto Consul en la fecha arrlba dlcha.

Es Copia fiel y esacta de que se halla inscrita en las paginas 65 y 66 del
libro A, Protocolos de este Consulado.

(Firmado) RAMON CARBALLO.
Havana, Enero 14, de 1855.

(Translation)

Consulate of the Mexican Republic in Havana.

AT ten o’clock in the morning of this day, the 8th of January, 1855, I
went on board the Mexican schooner “Maria Jacinta,” accompanied by Don
Ignacis Oémara, a native of Merida, in Yucatan, the interpreter, and by Messrs.
Don Ramon Serafin Diaz, Don Juan Pallo de los Rios, and Don Antonio Mir,
in order to receive, in accordance with the instructions bf the Supreme Govern—
ment of my nation, the declarations of Pascual Tamay, Juan Carrich, Calisto
Aban, Hermenegildo Chan, Jose’ Cenobio Chin, Diego Pue, Antonio Cumul,
Jose’ Martin Chan, Eusebio Canil, Raymundo Tun, Pascual Té, Antonio Xeel,
Victoriano Chin, Juan Nob, Julian de la Cruz Han, Laureano Oanul, Eleuterio
Tamay, Diego Chi, Augustin Nanat, Victoriano Cruz, Jose Maria Day, Luciano
Dib, Fernando Chan, Juan Balbine Uukul, Pedro Cupal, Estevan Cub, Pedro
Han, Hilaria Cam, wife of Pedro Han, natives of Yucatan, who have come under
engagements With Messrs. Goicouria Brothers to work in this island; and having
asked each of them, through the aforesaid Don Ignacio Camara, if they had
come, engaged freely and willingly, to work in this island, they replied in the
affirmative. Having asked them if any violence had been used towards them to
bring them forcibly by means of threats, they replied, that no force or deceit
had been used towards them, but that they were well contented and satisfied
with the manner in which they had been engaged. Being asked if they were
well treated and fed during .the passage, they answec'il‘ that Captain Dorantes
had given them excellent treatment and plenty of food, so that they had abso-
lutely nothing to complain of; and finally, having required the whole of the
twenty—ei-ght natives of Yucatan above mentioned, that if any one of them was
dissatisfied, he would come forward and state it, so that he might be taken back
to Yucatan, as the Supreme Government of the Republic would not that any
force or deceit should be used towards any of them, they answered, that as they
had no cause for complaint they were determined to; remain and fulfil their
engagements. With Which this statement was concluded, and signed by us
present, together with the undersigned Consul, at the date above mentioned.

True and exact copy of what is written in pages 65 and 66 of Book A,
Protocols of this Consulate.

(Signed) RAMON CARBALLO.
Havana, January 14, 1855.
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No. 272.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Doyle.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, March 27, 1855’.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 7th ultimo, inclosing a copy

of Seiior Bonilla’s answer to the note which you had addressed to him
respecting the 45 Yucatan prisoners who had been transported by the

Governor of Yucatan from Merida to Havana, under the contract with the

house of Goicouria and Co., and reporting that General Santa. Anna
has revoked that portion of the contract in question which relates to the
Indian prisoners; and I have in reply to inform you, that I approve of the
steps which you took on receiving the abovementioned note from Sefior
Bonilla. ,

I have at the same time to instruct you to convey to Sefior Peon the
thanks and acknowledgments of Her Majesty’s Government for his efficacious
intervention in this affair.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

CLASS B



MONTE VIDEO.

 

No. 273.

Consul Hunt to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received January 15, 1855.)

My Lord, Monte Videq, November 30, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordehip a translation of a
note Which has been addressed to me by the Brazilian Minister Plenipotentiary
in this Republic, wherein he states that suspicions have been entertained by his
Government that the Brazilian schooner “ Caprichosa ” is about to sail from
Rio de Janeiro, bound for Monte Video, and that it is the intention of the
owners to attempt to fit her out at this port with the appliances for a voyage
to the coast of Africa in search of a cargo of slaves.

In my reply, a copy of which I also inclose, I have assured Sefior Amaral
that a strict watch would be kept on the movements Of this vessel, and that
any circumstances coming within the knowledge of Her Majesty’s Agentsin
the River Plate, tending to confirm the suspicions entertained of the illegality
of the proceedings of the “ Caprichosa” would, in compliance With his
request, be communicated to him Without delay.

I have, &c.
(Signed) LENNON HUNT.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 273.

Sefior Amaral to Consul'Hunt.

(Translation)
Sir, Monte Videq, November 21, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that his Excellency the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Brazilian Empire has communicated to this Legation
that suspicions are entertained that the Brazilian echooner “ Caprichosa,”
about to leave Rio de Janeiro for the port of Monte Video, is intended to be
fitted out in this port for a voyage to the coast of Africa in search of
slaves.

Although this Legation has already taken the necessary steps in order
that the said schooner may be examined and taken possession of should she
prove to be destined for the Slave Trade. I have thought it proper to make
you acquainted with these suspicious, and shall feel . thankful for any informa—
tion of Which you may become possessed relative to thissubject.

I have, &c.
(Signed) J05E MARIA DO AMARAL.

 

Inclosure 2 in N0. 273.

Consul Hunt to Seflor Amaral.

Sir, Monte Video, November 23, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note that you
addressed to me on the 21st instant, in which you were pleased to inform me
that suspicmns have been entertained by the Government of His Majesty the
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Emperor of Brazil that. an attempt is about to be made to fit out the Brazilian

schooner “ Oaprichosa ” in this port for a voyage to the coast of Africa in
search of a cargo of slaves.

I beg to offer you my best thanks for this tim ely intelligence, and to

assure you that I shall not fail to transmit for your information any circum-

stances which may come to the knowledge of Her Majesty’s Agents in the

River Plate tending to confirm the suspicions Which are at present entertained

of the illegal intentions of the owners or charterers of. the “ Oaprichosa,” in
order that those designs may be frustrated.

I have, &c.
(Signed) LENNON HUNT.

 

No. 274.

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Hunt.

Sir, Foreign Ofi'ce, January 18, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 30th of November last, ,
in_closing a copy of a note which had been addressed to you by the Brazilian

Minister at Monte Video, in which he gives information of the suspicious
character of a Brazilian vessel, the “ Caprichosa,” Which, it was supposed, her

owners intended to fit out at Monte Video for a slave-trading expedition; and

I have to state to you in reply, that I approve the answer which you
returned to Sefior Amaral’s communication.

You will take an early opportunity of conveying to him the thanks of Her

Majesty’s Government for the information so opportu]r:1e1y given to you.
am, &0.

(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 275.

Mr. Thompson to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Repeived April 8.)

'My Lord, Tehran, January 12, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose the copy ofa despateh which I have received
from the Resident in the Persian Gulf respecting the slaves imported in the
ship “ Mahmoodee,” (referred to in my despatch ofNowember 8, 1853,) together
with a copy of my reply. '

Captain Kemball having again complained of the conduct of the Persian
Slave Trade Commissioner, and a report having been circulated in Bushire
that it was the intention of the slave importers to obtain the connivance of
the Prime Minister by ofi'ering to him one of the slaves in question, I
brought both these circumstances before his Excellency, who, however,
repudiated in strong terms the imputation of his having lent himself to such
a proceeding. At my request a Vizirial letter has been addressed on the
subject to Meerza Mahmood Khan, of which I beg leave to inclose a
translation, instructing him to use every effort for efi‘eeting the seizure of the
slaves, and threatening him with severe punishment, as well as dismissal
from his post, in the event of his showing any remissness in the discharge of
this duty.

I have, &c. '
(Signed) WM. TAYLOUR THOMSON.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 2'75.

Captain Kemball to Mr. Thomson.

Sir, Bushire, October 18, 1854.
WHEN about to close yesterday the present packet, I received a visit

from Meerza Mahmood Khan, Persian Commissioner for the suppression of
the Slave Trade, for the purpose of informing me that though now fully ‘
convinced, from the evidence adduced by me, of the importation of slaves
m the buglah of Hajee Mahomed Baukir, as reported in my letter to your
address of the 14th ultimo, he did not find himself in a position to
compel their surrender at the hands of the influential ‘ parties to whom they
were consigned, and into whose possession they have fallen.

. Time will not admit, nor can it be necessary, that I should trouble you
With copies and translations of' the voluminous correspondence which passed
between Meerza Mahmood Khan and myself before this result was obtained.
He has assured me that he will by this opportunity lay all the circumstances of
the case'before his superiors at Tehran, and it may be sufficient therefore
that _I should furnish you with the depositions of the witnesses as per
marg1n,* upon which his convictions like my own are founded. ‘

_I beg to observe that the first direct clue of which I could avail myself
t9 elicit the above disclosures, was derived from the statement of one of the
eight slaves brought up in the “ Mahmoodee,” Whom, being a concuhine and
for some time domesticated With her master, it was not considered necessary
to land at Nudukkooj‘ and upon her statement was the nakhoda at length
persuaded that a frank and full confession could alone prevent the forfeiture

J af *’ Zuhra, slave girl; Hajee Mahomed, Cheharshamha; Hajee Izossuf; Alee; Furruj; Zanhar;
a er.

T Barekhee was before mentioned as the place of disembarkation. The two villages are so
closely Situated to each other, as to render the destination immaterial.
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of the recognizances into which he had entered of the seven slaves landed at

Hudukkoo, one I find as having been for a considerable time the property
of his master Abd’ulkaheem the son of Hajee Mahomed Shurreef is not liable
to seizure. Upon the remaining six my claim is indisputable; but I incline
to believe With Meerza Mahmood Khan that nothing short of the deputation
of a Mohassil, or the receipt of a positive order from Tehran, will procure
their delivery. ,

Hajee Abdul Mahomed and Hajee Mahomed Baukir the owner of these
slaves having failed to prepare an lshtishad Nameh, exonerating them from
any complicity in the transaction, propose now, I am told, to avail themselves
of the proffered advocacy of Meerza Reza the Wakayaa Nigar to screen them
from the consequences of contravening the Shah’s orders.

I have, &c.
(Signed) A. B. KEMBALL.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 275.

Mr. Thomson to Captain Kemball.

Sir, Tehran, January 10, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copies of two vizirial
letters, one to the Prince Governor of Fars and the other to Meerza Mahmood
Khan, relative to the slaves which were imported in the ship “ Mahomedee.”
In the latter you will observe that the Persian Slave Trade Commissioner is
distinctly ordered to procure the slaves and to act in conformity With the
stipulations of the Convention, and in the Vizirial letter, a copy of which
was inclosed in my despatch to you of the-20th of October, the Persian
Ministers signified their intention of removing him from his post if he
continued to show any remissness in executing the duty Which has been
confided to him. In their present communication that announcement is
repeated with the addition that he will also be punished in some other
manner, if the instructions of the Persian Government are not carried into
effect by him; and I have to request that you will be so good as to make
him understand clearly that I shall not fail to demand and insist on his
dismissal if I should receive any further complaints from you regarding his
conduct.

I have, &c.
(Signed) WM. TAYLOUR TH OMSON.

 

Inclosure 8 in No. 275.

The Sadr Azim to Meerza Mahmoud Khan.

(Translation.) January 7, 1854..

ON the 20th of October, I wrote to you that a buglah, belOnging to
Hajee Mahomed Bakir. with seven males and female slaves, had anchored in
one of the ports of Tengistan, and had there got rid of the slaves. According
to your duty, you commenced investigating the matter, and bound over the
captain and ‘crew of the vessel to pay a certain sum to the Government
should the case be proved. The British Resident then desired you to
administer an oath according to religious form by Which they were to affirm
that they had not embarked slaves, but. you objected to do this,——-for this
reason, I wrote to you to administer the oath and terminate the affair in
conformity with the Convention; and on the 30th of Sefer, it was also
communicated to you, that it had been reported there, that the above vessel
had been searched, but that no'uslaves were found in her. And also that the
commander of the vessel, although he had previously denied that either ‘he
himself or the owner of the vessel, Hajee Mahomed Bakir, had imported
slaves, had now, solely from vindictive feelings, accused the above owner of
having imported slaves.
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I now write to you that this commander deserves to be punished for
having first of all denied. the fact upon oath, and afterwards having admitted
the reverse. You will make inquiries, and should it be founded on truth
you will act according to the Convention and the instructions you have
received. ‘

Within the last few days I have again received communications from
the English Mission to the effect that the above charge was well founded,
and that the slaves were still there,~that one of the latter had been made
a eunuch, and that moreover a report had been spread in these parts that
I had desired one of them to be sent here for myself. This has caused me
the greatest surprise, and I therefore deem it necessary to write to you
distinctly that if, in truth, slaves were imported in the above vessel and can,
now be traced, you must without fail claim and seize them, and act in
accordance with the stipulations of the Convention. As for myself, I am
quite disgusted with slaves and eunuchs, and whoever has given out that I
desired to have one of these slaves, has done wrong, for I would not consent
that the slightest infraction of the Convention should take place.

If hereafter I should again perceive any remiesness on your part in
executing your duty, I will most certainly send a special agent to bring
you here, and I willcause you to be severely punished. This is all that I
have to say on the subject. Certainly be sure that you seize these slaves
wherever they may be, and act‘up to the Articles of the Convention.

 

N0. 276.

Ma Thomson to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Reg:eived April 8.)

My Lord, Tehran, January 17, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose for your Lordship’s information a copy of
a despatch which I have received from the Resident in the Persian Gulf,
announcing the steps he had taken for effecting the liberation of 70 slaves
imported into the ports of Kelat and Charrack.

I have, 8:0.
(Signed) WM. TAYLOUR THOMSON.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 276.

Captain Kemball to Zl’Ir. Thomson.

Sir, . Busl‘zire, November 7,1853.

I HAVE the honour to submit herewith for your information copy of a
letter with its inciosures I have addressed this day to Commodore Robinson,
acquainting him with the alleged importation of sieves into the ports of
Charrack and Kelat, and indicating the steps to be adopted, with a view to
effect their liberation. '

In communicating this intelligence to Meerza Mahmood Khan, I proposed
should he desire to associate one of his subordinates with the naval officer to
be employed on the present service, to provide him with a passage on board a
native vessel to Bassidore, where he would find the Honourable Company’s
brigantine “ Tigris ;” but such an arrangement the Persian Commissioner
deemed superfluous, and preferred postponing his departure until the result
of my requisition upon the chiefs of the ports in question being ascertained,
the amount of fine can be determined to which the importers may be liable,
and the usual steps be taken for its execution.

Assuming that 110 evasion will be practised to avoid the delivery of the
slaves, I have made the necessary arrangements for their early transmission to
Bombay.

I have, &c.
(Signed) A. B. KEMBALL.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 276.

Captain Kemball to Commodore Robinson.

Sir, Bushi're, November 7, 1853.

I HAVE received intelligence from the British Agent at Lingah to the
effect that the Chief ofCharrack having acknowledged the importation of (30)
slaves into that place, he had called upon him to retain them in his custody
pending the receipt of advices from me; considering it desirable that no time
should be lost in emancipating these individuals, if really forthcoming, I have
the honour to request that you Will be pleased to issue instructions to the
officer commanding the Honourable Company’s brigantine “ Tigris,” to pro-
ceed to the port in question for the purpose of receiving charge of them, and
conveying them to Bassidore. The accompanying communication to Mulla
Ahmed directs him to attend Lieutenant Dakers on this service. I likewise
inclose a letter to the address Cf the Chief of Charrack, announcing the object
of his mission.

My requisition upon Sheikh Hassan ben Abd’ullah being restricted for the
present to the delivery of the slaves, Meerza Mahmood Khan, the Persian
Commissioner, has intimated to me his concurrence in the above arrangement,
without deeming it necessary to depute one of his subordinates to assist in its
execution. The matter of the fine to be exacted from the importer is left for
after consideration.

You Will observe from the inclosed translation of the agent’s report, that
in addition to the 30 individuals above mentioned, a free woman was decoyed
on board the same vessel at the Island of Socotra, and was subsequently sold
into slavery. I beg that she may be also afforded a passage to Bassadore
preparatory to her being restored to her own country, unless she should
express a wish to remain at Oharrack.

In the removal of the slaves to the naval station, Lieutenant Dakers Will
exercise his own discretion with respect to receiving them on board of the
“ Tigris,” or hiring a boat for their accommodation.

I have, Sac.
(Signed) A. B. KEMBALL.

F.S—Since writing the above I have received another communication
from the Agent at Lingahz of which a translation is inclosed, reporting his
having traced a further importation of 40 slaves in the buglah of one Abdul
Hadee to the port of Kelat. The same course should be pursued by Lieu—
tenant Dakers in this, as has been laid down for his guidance in the Charrack
case. I inclose the requisite letters to Mullah Ahmed and the Chief of Kelat.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 276.

Mullah Ahmed to Captain Kemball.

(Translation) October 16, l 853.

I AFORE wrote you regarding the slaves that were bought from Zan-
zibar to Charrack, the names of their owners, in what vessels imported, also
that I had addressed a letter to Sheikh Nassan on the subject, but obtained
no re 1y. .
/ ii/hen the Commodore came to Bassadore I waited upon him there, and
told him that slaves had been brought to Charrack, that I had written regard-
mg them to Sheikh Hassan ben Abd’ullah, but received no answer. I also told
him that they (the people of Charrack, did not Wish .me to visit their port.
The Commodore directed me to proceed to the spot for the purpose of investi-
gating the matter ; I accordingly returned to Lingah and thence embarked for
Charrack.
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On arrival I called upon the Sheikh inhopes of ascertaining from his own
mouth the particulars of the affair. He confessed unto me that slaves to the

' number of thirty had been brought into his country by the people of Charrack

in the buglah of one Hassan Abd’ullah. Having heard the above acknow-

ledgment from the Sheikh himself, I told him to keep them all in custody until

I had informed the Resident, and received his instructions regarding them.

While With theSheikh I also heard that one of the people of Batinah,
called Humud, had come as a passenger in the same huglah from Zanzibar,

and, on reaching Socotra, had taken unto himself a Wife in the island, whom

he put on board. During the voyage he sold her for a small sum to a native
of Lar called Sapoora.

The latter party again on reaching Charrack disppsed of her for thirty

dollars to Khaefan ben Abd’uliah ben Ahmed. She was a freed—woman. I

told the Sheikh therefore that he must seize and retain her in his own house,

pending receipt of orders from the Resident.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 276.

Mullah Ahmed to Captain Kembalt.

(Translated Extracts.) Lingqh, October 27, 1853.

I BEG to inform you that Abd’ul Hadee Humadee, concerning Whom I
afore wrote, has brought in his buglah from Zanziban 40 slaves, and landed
them at Geo; his boat has he drawn up on the hard ; thence he went to Kelat.
I informed Sheikh Hassan ben Abd’ullah Governor of Charrack of this matter,
When I was with him. He replied: “True, the above individual dwelled in
my territories in former days, but on return from the Sowahil, he went to
reside for some time in the Island of Geo, and after that proceeded to live
amongst the people of his own tribe the Beni Numad 'r I have no authority
over him.”. Up to the present moment Abd’ool Hadee is at Kelat with his
buglah ; the slaves he brought therein are also With him.

 

No. 277.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Thomwn.

Sir, Foreign (Mice, April 15, 1853.

I HAVE v received your despatch of the 12th of January last, and ‘
its inclosures, 0n the subject of the seven slaves landed near Bushire from
the “ Mahmoodee,” under the circumstances reported in your despatch
of the 8th November, 1853; and I have in reply to inform you that I approve
of yourhaving requested the Prime Minister of the Shah to address a further
Vizirial letter to the Persian Slave Trade Commissioner, respecting his neglect
of duty in having hitherto failed to procure the liberation of the slaves in
question, and the punishment of the parties concerned in their importation.

I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 278;

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Thomson.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, April 17, 1854.

. I. HAVE received your despatch of the 17th of January last,
melosmg a copy of a despatch which you had received from Captain Kemball,
the East India Company’s 'Resident in the Persian Gulf, reporting the steps
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which he had taken to procure the liberation of 70 slaves recently landed in
the ports of' Kelat and Charrack, and the punishment of the persons concerned
in their importation ; and I have in reply to instruct you to convey to Captain
Kemball my entire approval of his proceedings in this affair.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 279.

Mr. Thomson to the. Earl of Clarendon—(Re’ceived July 8.)

My Lord, Tehran, May 23, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a despatch I have received from

Captain Kemball, and translations of a further correspondence which I have
had with the Persian Government relative to the slaves imported in the ship
“ Mahmoodee.”

Your Lordship will perceive that I have been unable to obtain a third
Vizirial letter, which I had hoped would have enabled me to produce the
slaves.

I am of opinion that the refusal of the. Persian Government to give this
document is in consequence of some of the Chief Ministers having received a
bribe, either in cash or in slaves, and I believe that they have issued orders to the
authorities in Bushire to beware of giving rise to a similar correspondence in
future by allowing an importation of this nature to be repeated.

I have, &c.
(Signed) WM. TAYLOUR THOMSON.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 279.

Captain Kemball to Mr. Thomson.

Sir, . Bushire, February 13, 1854.

I REGRET to inform you that the Vizirial letters, of which transcripts
were inclosed in your despatch of the 10th ultimo, have failed to procure the
liberation of the slaves imported in the “ Mahmoodee.” ‘

The accompanying copies and translations of two communications
addressed by me to Meerza Mahmood Khan will acquaint you with the only
steps which, in addition to verbal remonstrance, I have been able to‘ take 011
the spot, in order to give weight to the ostensible instructions of the Persian
Ministers. That they should have remained without effect is to be attributed
probably to some, secret intimation from the same quarter, which emboldened
Hajee Abdul Mahomed to disregard a private understanding between the
Persian Commissioner and myself, suggested by the difficult and delicate
position of that officer, that, provided the slaves were at once sent back to
Tungistan, to be thence reclaimed, I would, so'f'ar as depended 011 me, ignore
his complicity in the matter. ‘

Except in so much as he was wanting in energy at the outset, I confess I
am not disposed to attach any great degree of blame to Meerza Mahmood
Khan for the ill success of this issue. In a case like the present, he certainly
does not possess the means of enforcing his authority, while, 011 the other hand,
at his interviews with me, though apparently sensible of the effects of your
displeasure, he candidly avowed the dilemma in which he was placed, and
seemed impressed with the conviction that any urgency on his part would no
less expose him to the resentmentof‘ his immediate superiors; The hints he
threw out that the Persian Ministers manifestly favoured the evasion of Hajee
Abdul Mahomed, and thereby furnished a cue for his own behaviour, even
to the extent of denying all knowledge of the slaves, convinced me of the
futility of his cooperation. . 4 i

at is nevertheless, I submit, highly desirable that the authorities at the
LASS B.
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capital should vindicate their sincerity on the present oecesion in accordance

with the spirit of the existing Convention. I am 111 a 13051t10n to_ state that the

slaves in question were, up to a very late date, and .I belleve etlll lare, 1n the

house of Haiee Abdul Mahomed. The result of this prosecutlon is doubtless

narrowly watched by all parties interested in the future 0pcratmn of the Treety,

and finally I should observe that impunity to the offenders Wlli no less .afiord

encouragement to others than it will be interpreted by the Sheikhs 0t ngah,

Moogoo, Kelat and Charrack, as an injustlce do_ne to themselves. Although {iroof

be wanting of the fact, there is room for SIISplCIOD that the contulnacy ot the

last-meutioned Chief, as reported in my despatch of the . 12th ultimo,

may be ascribed to his experience of the progress of this case, 1t not to some

secret advice from the persons concerned in it.

Lest the evidence already supplied should have failed to convince the

Persian Mihisters 0f the alleged importation, 1 begkto‘ hand you herewith an

original letter to my address from Hajee Mahomed Shereef, the consignee of a

domesticated slave (the eoncubine of his son), brought up last season in the

“ Mahmoodee,” and of a boy(1ikewise domesticated), the property of the same

person, who was shipped as her attendant on board of" that vessel. The state

ment of Hajee Mahomed Shereef is supported by the usual letters ofadvice, and

by the depositions of the nakhoda (master) and of the woman abovementioned.

You will observe that he is himself no further interested 1n the fate of the

slaves than that he is anxious to recover the boy in question, who, having been

landed With the others at Barekkee, was put out of the way to prevent my

obtaining his testimony.
I have, &C.

(Signed) A. B. KEMBALL.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 279.

Captain Kemball t0 Meerza. Mahmoud Khan.

(Translation) January 30, 1854.
ON several occasions have letters passed between us on the subject of the

liberation by you of a number of slaves imported into these ports in the buglah
“ Mahmoodee,” belonging to Haj ee Mahomed Baukhf. The settlement and
adjustment of the affair you deferred and caused to Stand over, pending the
receipt of instructions from the capital regarding it. Behold now, in the
packet just arrived from the British Minister at Tehran, have I received copy
of a communication addressed to yourself by the Sedr Azim on this particular
subject. Transcript thereof I beg to inclose for your perusal, although no
doubt the document has been transmitted to you in the original.

An order to the above efi'ect having been issued, it behoves me to write
these few lines, and inquire what plans you have in view, and how you intend
acting in the matter? Be so kind as to send for my information, a full, clear,
and categOrical answer.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 279.

v Captain Kemball to Meerza Mahmoud Khan.

(Translation) Febmary 3, 1854.

ADVERTING to my note of the 30th January, I beg to acknowledge
your message of this day, to the effect that you have failed by persuasion and
threats to induce Hajee Abdul Mahomed to surrender the slaves imported in
the buglah ‘U’Wahmoodee,” and, having exhausted these means, that you are
not in a position to compel their) surrender. There is but one inference to be
drawn from your repeated assurances to me prior to the receipt of orders from
Tehran, and the lukewarmness you have since exhibited. The question being,
however, one of the breach of a solemn Convention between two States it,
emains to be seen in what light the contumacy 0f Hajee Abdul Mahomed
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will now be viewed by higher authority. If he entertain the belief that Her
Majesty’s Minister will countenance a proceeding, the effect of Which must be
to render the engagement in question a dead letter, he is certainly mistaken.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 279.

Hajee Mahomecl She'reef to Captain Kemball.

(Translation) October 19, 1853.
I BEG to represent that your servant, my son, consigned to me a female

slave, his coneubine, and With child by him, from Hodeidah in the buglah
“ Ji’ahmoodee,” and with her a slave, also a long time in his possession, to
attend upon her, under charge of the nakhoda (master) of' the vessel, Hajee
Mahomed Chehar Shambeh. On the arrival of the said buglah at Bushire,
the female slave came to hand, but the male slave they did not deliver to me.
I appealed to the nakhoda several times, who informed me that he had landed
him on the coast of Tungistan, together with the other slaves who were With
him in the vessel. Now a considerable time has elapsed and I see no signs of
the slave and as the buglah is under British colours,I have thought it necessary
to represent the case to you who are one of a people disposed to justice.

(Signed) MAHOMED SHEREEF.

 

Inelosure 5 in No. 279.

Mr. Thomson t0 Sadr Azim.

(Translation) April 27, 1854.

I HAVE 011 numerous occasions urged the Minister for Fereign Affairs
as well as your Excellency, to issue a third Vizirial letter with reference to the
slaves which were imported in the vessel named “ ll/Iahmoodee,” the two
previous ones having been of no use whatever, for reasons which 1 have some
reason to believe your Excellency, upon instituting a rigid inquiry, may have
it in your power to ascertain. The circumstances connected With this
importation, which have been communicated to his Excellency the Minister
for Foreign Affairs, and to your Excellency also, leave no doubt that the slaves
were actually imported in the “Mahmoudee,” and they also prove the shameful
means which have been practised at Bushil'e to conceal them, and to evade the
orders which His Majesty the Shah, with the view of' causing this Traffic to
cease, has issued. It is therefore absolutely necessary that the Persian
Government should take all the steps in its power for the production of the
slaves in question, in order that it may become patent to all that it is their firm
intention to put an end to this infamous Traffic, and thereby relieve themselves
from even a shadow of" imputation that the evasion of His Majesty’s orders
has been connived at by them.

I have, therefore, to make a distinct request that a third Vizirial letter shall
be issued, couched in such peremptory terms as to prevent any underhand
attempt at evasion of its purport on the part of interested persons in anhire,
and empowering a Mohessil to be appointed by Captain Kemball, the Resident
at Bushire, to use every means to follow up the track of' the slaves in question.
No doubt a Vizirial letter of this nature will be issued without delay by your
Excellency, and with a document of this nature I am inclined to hope that,
notwithstanding the long period of' time Which has elapsed since this matter
was brought to your Excellency’s notice, and the remissness which has been
shown at Bushire by those Persian authorities who ought to have exerted
themselves faithfully in the duty which has been confided to them, the obstacles
may be removed by which your Excellency’s two former letters on this subject
were rendered of no elfect. I also trust that as my messenger is 011 the
point of being dispatched to Bushire, your Excellency will issue the instructions
to whomsoever necessary, that the above Vizirial letter may reach me Without
any further delay.
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Inclosure 6 in No. 279.

The Sadr Azim to Mr. Thomson.

(Translation) 11!ay 2, 1854.

IN your letter of the 27th April, you requested that a third Vizirial
letter should be issued by the Persian Ministers with reference to the vessel
named “Mahmoodee,” with the pretext that the two previous ones had been
of' no use whatever. Indeed, at several interviews you had represented this
circumstance verbally before, and the Persian Ministers acquainted you With the
substance of the letters from Meerza Mahmood Khau, Assistant Secretary to the
Foreign Office, and who is specially employed in putting a stop to the maritime
importation of slaves, and with the trustworthy testimony of the notables of
Bushire, stating clearly that the necessary investigations had been made, and
that nothing had appeared to prove the correctness of those documents ; that,
on the contrary, it was ascertained that the nakhoda of that Baghala, after
having asserted that 110 slaves whatever had been imported in the “JVIaII-
moodee,” had, on a second occasion, out of spite and enmity towards Hajee
Mohammed Bahir, east this imputation 011 him, in order to entangle him in
difficulties. How, then, can it be saidthat the previous orders had remained
fruitless? '

You remarked that the Persian Ministers, by producing the slaves in
question, would show clearly to the world that it is their firm intention to put
an end to this infamous Traffic. But with the exertions of Meerza Mahmood
Khan, with four assistants, however, for the special purpose of putting a stop
to this trade, in conformity with t1 e instructions issued by the Persian
Ministers, and the fulfilment of the clauses therein contained, what necessity
is there for further proofis as to their intentions? Indeed, it was only the
other day that a fine was levied in this sense by the Persian Commissioner,—
a fact which will no doubt be reported in full detail to you by the Resident
in Bushire. It is hardly fair that, for an imputation made by the uakhoda,
whose interested motives and falsehood have become palpable to our employés,
and have likewise been attested by the trustworthy declarations of the
inhabitants of that coast, notwithstanding those i1'1habitauts have been kept in
a state of fear and alarm, with the orders of the Persian Ministers pending
over them for a period of eight months, they should have yet another order
issued against their peace and tranquillity, and thus be kept. in a still further
state of excitement and anxiety without rhyme or reason. Besides, in
accordance With the stipulations of the friendly 1011\‘entiou entered into, it is
on board of ~I-Ier Majesty’s vessels that the employés of this Government are
enjoined to make-their researches, and thus in person to put. in practice their
orders, not on land; Nor, after eight mouths’ investigation, does it appear
possible, without the rim of measures in themselves unjust and tyrannical, to
take any further steps for the proof of these assertions. Still these stringent
instructions enjoining 0111' Commissioner not to be remiss in his dutv, have
never been, and shall never be, withheld. You ate perfectly acqhainted
yourself with the state of this country, especially with the character of the
Arab population of that part of the coast. Their wild condition will not
admit of our treating; them with uucalled-for roughness, without bringing
about a revolution in the country, simply to show, in an affair already passed
and forgotten, proved to be without foundation or common sense, and in which
strong measures are not necessary, that the Ministers of this Government are
firm in their intention of putting an end to this infamous Traffic.

It is evideut‘that, as they have done up to this day, they will still hereafter
persevere, and issue stronger and more stringent orders in these affairs.
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Inclosure 7 in No. 279.

Mr. Thomson ,to the Sadr Azim.

(Translation.) May 7, 1854.
THE substance of your Excellency’s letter of the 4th instant, in reply

to my communication relative to the necesslty of producing the concealed
slaves, caused me great surprise; for notwithstanding the testimony. of so
many persons to the effect that slaves had indeed been imported in the
“ Mahmoodee,” and that at variance With the orders of His Ma1esty the
Shah they had been secreted on the coast of the Persian Gulf, the Persian
h’Iinisters persist still in considering these facts as groundless and unmeaning,
and attribute the non-fulfilment of their previous orders and Vizirial letters to
this circumstance. In order, however, that in addition to the testimony already
given, there maybe for the Persian Ministers a further proof on this head, I
have the honour to forward to your Excellency copy of a letter from a
merchant of anhire, for whom 2 slaves had been embarked on the
“ fifahmoodee.”

When the Persian Ministers view the shameful manner in which certain
authorities at Bushire have prevented the former Vizirial letters from being
acted upon, they will not fail to see how necessary it is that they should clear
themselves from the imputation which such conduct will naturally give rise to.
I have pointed out the mode by which there is every probability of the slaves
being produced; and if the Persian Minister's eontinue to refuse that means
being employed, I am forced to conclude that 1t Is their Wish that the offenders
should be screened; and they must be sensible, When this Government itself
shows an inclination to protect persons Who have so flagrantly disobeyed their
own orders, that it is offering to others an encouragement, which will not fail of
being followed, to imitate their example. ,

Under such circumstances, 1 have to request that you will issue a third
Vizirial letter of the nature described'in my letter of the 30th of April, in
order that, as a long time has elapsed since this matter was first brought to
your Excellency’s notice, there may be no further delay, and by being sent to
me this affair may be concluded a moment sooner.

 

N0. 280.

fifr. Thomson fo the Earl of Clarendon.——-(Receivecl July 8.)
My Lord, Tehran, May 25, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a despatch
I have received from Captain Kemball, the Resident in the Persian Gulf,
regarding a visit which he had received from the Sheikh 0f Charrack, and
reporting that that person had given a written engagement, binding himself to
deliver up the 10 slaves which were in his possession, to detain the importing
vessels, and t0 cemply implicitly in future with the stipulations of the Slave
Trade Convention between Great Britain and Persia.

I have, &C.
(Signed) WM. TAYLOUR THOMSON.
 

Inclosure 1 in No. 280.

Translation of a written promise furnished by Slzre-z'kh Hassan bin Abdullah,
Governor of Chan‘arck, to the Resident in the Persian Gulf. ‘ '

MY object in writing these lines is (to make it known), that I, Hassan bin
Abdullah, bin Abdul Rahman, Governor of Charrack, in accordance with (the
terms of) an agreement entered into with the Resident and Meerza Mahmood,
Khan, do hereby promise and pledge myself to hand over, without demnr or
excuse, the 10 slaves that are in my possession, to any one of the deputies of
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Meerza Mahmood Khan, who may arrive for the purpose of receiving them.
Further, With respect to the two buglahs, wherein the slaves were imported
the one belonging to Abdool Hadee, the other to Hassan Abdullah, they shall
both be answered for and detained by meuntil such time as an order from the
Supreme (Persian) Government be issued regardi11g_them_ ; and whensoever a
deputy of Meerza Mahmood Khan’s arrives, I W111 strictly act up to, and
faithfully comply with, the (spirit of the) order that may have been issued ;
also, if at any future period any one of my subjects or dependents be found
guilty of transporting or dealing with slaves, such act belng contrary to the
Convention existing between Great Britain and Persla, then do I engage and
acknoWledge that agreeably t0 the rules of the exalted Government, the
stipulated penalties, whether as regards fine 01' chastisement, shall be fully
inflicted, and in nowise shall any excuse be attended to.

These few lines have I penned by way of engagement.
13th Jemarleemo: sanee, 1270.

Dated m1: March,1854.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 280.

Captain Kemball to MT. Thomson.

Sir, Busizire, March 15, 1854.

_ I AM happy to acquaint you that since the date of my letter of
12th January last, Sheikh Hassan bin Abdullah, the Chief of Charrack, has visited
Bushire for the purpose of discussing his responsibility on account of the slaves
lately imported into his dependencies. On his arrival‘ he at once repaired to the
house of my Arabic Meerza, Where he took up his abode during his stay.

At a first interview with me, Sheikh Hassan denied absolutely that any
slaves had been brought to his territory. lVith some ineonsistency he complained
warmly of the hardship and unfairness of his being alone brought to aecount
While every other tribe in the Gulf—«and he enumerated several vessels trading
between Lingah and Zanzibar—-—had been permitted to land its consignments
With impunity; and he urged that the whole charge against his people was a
calumny invented by Moolla Ahmed, our Agent, to gratify a feeling of animosity
towards himself ; but on my remarking that the evidence Which had been adduced
in the shape of the nakhoda’s confession, the admissions preyiously made by
himself, and the presence of the woman at his port Who had been kidnapped from
Socotra 0n the same occasion, was too strong to be subverted by his mere
assertion; and on my reminding him that continued contnmacy on his part
must deprive him of all claim to leniency, While a disposition to atone for his
fault would on the contrary entitle him to the benefit of my advocacy with higher
authority, he at length modified his former denial by declaring the alleged number
of slaves, to be grossly exaggerated, and by assuring me that of those actually
landed the major portion had. been immediately transported beyond the limits
of his control either into the interior or to ports on the opposite coast. In short,
on beinglfarther pressed, he affirmed that ten only of the slaves in question were
now forthcoming, and would be delivered on demand; but for the rest, his town,
his boats, and. all he possessed, were at the mercy of the two Governments, to
be dealt With as they might think proper.

Conceiving that the liberation of these slaves, whether regarded in the
light of an example, or as affecting the condition of the individuals themselves,
must be not less desirable than the payment of a proportionate fine, I had no
hesitation in suggesting to Meerza Mahmood Khan, that the tender of the num—
ber stated should be accepted? though, not to deviate from the terms of the
penalty originally proposed, this arrangement might involve an abatement of
the Sheikh’s personal liability corresponding to their value, Which we estimated
at ten tomans per head. From the inclosed copy and translation of a written
security furnished by Sheikh Hassan, you will observe that this course was
adopted by'the Persian Commissioner, otherwise that the disposal of the offending
§es§els or the punishment of their owners remains as before to be determined at
e ran.

The balanee due by the Chief of Oarrack is thus reduced to fifty tomans;
but considering that his present subservience has precluded a recourse to coercive
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measures, it might not be impolitic, perhaps, to forego also its emotion, pro-
vided the engagements he has contracted be punctually fulfilled, and so long as
the pledge he has given on the part of himself and his dependents to abstain
from engaging hereafter in the forbidden Traffic be not violated.

' The reproach of partiality and unfairness, Which certainly attaches to us in
the eyes of Arabs, for the immunity from responsibility hitherto enjoyed by
slavers from the opposite coast, will serve, I trust, to excuse the lenity I may
appear to have exercised in an undue degree towards the Chief of Charrack. I
have, however, duly warned him that a repetition of his offence will be Visited
With all the penalties specified in the Persian ConventiOn, and the steps to be
taken this year for enforcing the provisions of our Treaties With the tribes of
Oman, Will doubtless justify in future a fuller measure of severity With respect
to the Persian ports. ‘

I have, &c.
(Signed) A. B. KEMBALL.

 

No. 281.

The Earl of Clarendon to MT. Thomson.

Sir, Foreign Ofiz‘ce, July 14, 1854

I HAVE received your despatch of the 23rd of May last, reporting
that Captain Kemball had failed to procure the liberation. of the slaves
imported into Bushire by the ship “li/Iahmoodee,” and inclosing copies of a
further correspondence which had passed between yourself and the Persian
Minister respecting these slaves. v '

I have in reply to inform you that I approve of your proceedings'in this
matter ; and I have to desire that, if on the receipt of this despatch, you shall
not have received a satisfactory answer to the last note which you addressed to
the Persian Minister on the 7th of May, you will make a fresh application to
his Excellency on the part of Her Majesty’s Government, requiring that the
slaves shall be produced, and that the Persian Government shall insist upon their
own orders being obeyed.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 282.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Thomson.

Sir, , Foreign Oflice, July 15, 1854.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 25th of May last, ,inclosing

a copy of a written engagement which had been entered into With Her
Majesty’s Resident at Bushire, by Sheikh Hassan bin Abdullah, the Governor
of Charrack, promising to deliver up 10 slaves who had been recently imported
into his territories, and pledging himself to observe faithfully for the future
the stipulations of the Convention between Great Britain and Persia for-the
suppression of the Slave Trade ; and I have, in_ reply, to ciesire that you Will
instruct Captain Kemball to take means of informing the Sheikh of Charrack
that Her queety’s Government have learnt With satisfaction the engagement
he has entered into, and hope‘that he will faithfillly adhere to it. ,

Iam, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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N0. 283.

Mr. Thomson to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Repeived July 31.)

My Lord, Camp, near Tehran, June 16, 1854, ,
I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information, a copy

of a despatch which I have received fromthe Resident in the Persian Gulf,
announcing the seizure and despatch to Bombay of 2 Slaves, who had been
smuggled into Lingah.

‘ I have, &c. .
(Signed) WM. TAYLOUR THOMSON.
 

Inclosure in No. 283.

Captain Kemball to Afr. T/Lomsah.

Sir, V Bushfire, May 4, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of two letters* addressed by me to

Commodore Robinson, regarding the liberation of 2 slaves, a boy and a girl,
each about eight years old, who were sold at Lingah tp some natives of India,
touching at that port on their way to Bushire and Turkish Arabia.

It would seem that Abdul Nebbee, after obtaining possession of the slaves
in question, instead of conveying them direct to Bassidore, carried them to
Lingah, Where he left them in the charge of' the British Agent, and thence
proceeded to wait in person on Commodore Robinson, hi the hope of prevailing
upon that. officer to relinquish them in his hands. Commodore Robinson,
however, directed the agent to forward them to Bushire, where they arrived
on the 2nd instant, and having now been made over to me by the Persian
Commissioner they will be forwarded by the steamer “ Ajdaha,” expected toleave this port in the course of a few days.

I have, 810.
(Signed) A. B. KEMBALL,

 

N0. 284.

Ma Thomson to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Receieed November 6.)

M Lord, Cam , near Tehran, Se tember 21, 1854.y P P
I HAVE the honour to report that although the Persian Minister had atmy urgent request issued a third Vizirial letter instrueting the authorities of

Fars to investigate the affair of the slaves imported in the ship “ Mahmoodee,”
and, in the event oftheir importation being established, tq take measures for their
being produced, I did not transmit that' document tq Sheeraz, as I was ofopinion it was so worded that no satisfactory result would be obtained from it.

On the receipt, therefore, of your Lordship’s despatch of the 14th of
'July, I made a fresh application, as instructed therein, 011 the part ofHer Majesty’s Government, requiring that the slaves should be produced, andthat the Persian Government should insist upon their orders being obeyed:
and I have the honour to inclose translations of the further correspondencewhich has passed between me and the Sedr Azim on this subject. N0 reply"has yet been received to my letter, Inclosure N0. 3, but I have received averbal message from the Sedr Azim, in which he promises in the most distinct
terms that the slaves Will be produced, and the importers made an example
of, as soon as the state of affairs in the Persian Gulf will admit of forciblemeasures being adoptedagainst them ; but that for the present he must beheld excused if the wishes of Her Majesty’s Government, Which he is mostanxious to meet, are not at once complied with.

* Not received August 3, 1854.
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I am fully of opinien that the Sedr Azim means to put in execution the '

promise he has just given ; and as I am of opinion that it will be found even-

tually that the real importer of the slaves is a person who possesses great
influence among the Chiefs on the shores of the Gulf, and therefore has it in

his fpower to direct that influence against the Government, it is my inten-

tion not to press the Government too hard for the present, but to do so as soon

as a better degree of order exists in the Gulf; if they should then show
any disinclination to fulfil their promise. I trust your Lordship Will not
disapprove of my acting in the manner I propose doing.

I have, &c. '
(Signed) WM. TAYLOUR THOMSON.

 

Inclosure 1 in N0. 284.

Afr. Thomson to the Sadr Azim.

September 13, I854.

DURING several months past, I have been under the necessity of

repeatedly writing to your Highness regarding the slaves imported into Persia

in the buglah “JVIahmoodee.” In this matter, the Persian Ministers issued

two Vizirial letters to the Prince Governor of Fars instructing His Royal

Highness to find nut and deliver over the slaves in question, and to punish

and fine the persons by Whom they had been imported. But either in con—

sequence of the style of language in which those letters were couched, or from

the negligence and remissness 0f the Prince to whom they were addressed,

not only was no result obtained, but latterly the persons who imported them

have had the presumption to boast of their success in evading the orders which

their own Government had issued prohibiting this nefarious Traffic by sea.

In the last communication I had the honour to address to your Highness,

I stated, that if the Persian Ministers were to issue an order to the Governor

of Fars to appoint a Mohessil to act in concert with another Mohessil named

by the British Resident in Bushire in tracing the slaves, they would, I felt

convinced, be forthcoming. But instead of this, your Highness sent me a

Vizirial letter of nearly the same import as the two which preceded it; and as

feel assured that the disPatch of a letter of this nature would be fruitless, I

have the honour to return it herewith to your Highness.

As I have reported to the Earl of Clarendon, Her Majesty’s Principal

Secretary of State for Foreign AtIairs, the whole of the correspondence which

had passed on this subject, I have now received from his Lordship an instruc-

tion to the following effect, that my proceedings in this matter had been

approved, and that if on the receipt of the above despatch I had not received a

satisfactory answer to the last note I had addressed to the Persian Government

on the 7th of May, I should make a fresh application to your Highness on the

part of Her Majesty’s Government, requiring that the slaves should be pro—

duced, and that the Persian Government should insist upon their own‘orders

being obeyed. ' '

Now this instruction having been received by me, it is my duty after

representing this circumstance t0 the Persian Government, to insist that they

shall issue, as early as is possible, the most peremptory orders to Whomsoever

they may judge it expedient, that these slaves shall be produced and handed

over to the British Resident at Bushire; and I feel persuaded, that if the

Persian Government were to issue a peremptory order on this subject, stipu—

lating that if by such a time these slaves are not produced in the‘place which

has been appointed for their delivery, he will be considered culpable and

punished accordingly, the slaves will be produced by the appointed day in

Whatever part of Persia they may at the present moment be. ‘ _ '

 

CLASS B.
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Inclosurc 2 iii No. 284.

The Sadr Azim to Mr. Thomson.

(Translation.) September 14, 1854.
I HAVE received your* letter of yesterday’s date and understood its

contents.
Although I had formerly forwarded to you a letter to the address of the

PrinceGovernor of Fars,containi_ng explanations on this subject and instructions
for carrying into execution the stipulations of the Convention, you have thought
right to return it to me in your note without sending it to its destination or
waiting to see the result, saying, that you felt persuaded that no good result
would be produced by its transmission. I have, therefore, the honour to
acquaint you, in reply, that the Persian Ministers have always, so long as it
was in their power, agreed to all the requests made by your mission, and you
yourself are well aware that in this matter in particular very strenuous exertions
have been made, and on several occasions numerous orders have been issued.
But at the present moment, for certain reasons which I mentioned verbally to
you, it is impossible and out of the power of the Persian Ministers to issue
any commands to the Arabs in the Persian Ports of the Gulf. It is necessary
that a little patience should be exercised until the present obstacles be removed,
when our exertions will be renewed, and, Whatever letters or orders are
required for enforcing the stipulations of the Convention, will be, without any
neglect or objection, issued. Although there has been not the slightest remiss-
ness in this affair heretofore, and investigations have been carried to the utmost
in a way that it has been established that no case siich as the alleged has
occurred, still, when the times admit, further efforts will be made.

 

Inclosure 3 in N0. 284.

Mr. Thomson to the Seclr Azim.

(Translation) September 16, 1854.

I HAVE received your Highness’s letter relative to the slaves imported in
the “ Mahmoodee.” You therein stated that you did not object to the renewal of
exertions for their recovery; and I perceive With the highest satisfaction that
the Persian Ministers seem earnestly disposed to bring this affair to a conclusion. i

With regard, however, to deferring the execution of their orders for a
future period, it is my duty to observe to your Highness that if the Persian
Ministers give this matter a little reflection, they will find that it is an affair
which does not concern the Arabs, nor is it necessary to postpone it. This much
is requisite, that the Persian Ministers give such orders as will convince their
servants of their determination to recover the slaves. It appears to me that the
simplest way of attaining this object is to reciuire that the person who has dared
in this matter to infringe the orders of his Sovereign be made to produce the
slaves; he undoubtedly is informed where the slaves are ; if he has confided
them to the care of any person, he can recover them from him; and if they are
otherwise disposed of, the persons whose property they have become, have only
to restore them and claim the amount they paid for them. I therefore request
that the Persian Ministers will issue immediate orders for producing the above
slaves and not listen to further excuses and pretexts, and thus satisfy the demand
of the British Government. ‘

 

" The title of “ Jerat” is given in this and all subsequent letters.
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No. 285.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Thomson.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, November 22, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 21st of September, respecting

the affair of the slaves imported in the ship “Mahmoodee,” and I have to

acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government approve the note Which you

addressed to the Sedr Azim 011 the 16th of September, and the course Which

you state that you intend to take With regard to this matter.
I am, 8m.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 286.

Mr. Thomson to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received December 10.)

My Lord, Tchum, October 20, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose for your Lordship’s information, translations

of a further correspondence I have had with the Persian Prime Minister

regarding the surrencier 0f the slaves imported in the ship “ Mahmoodee.”

Although the Persian Government assumethe position that slaves once landed

in Persia, are not, by the termsof t e Convention betWeen the two countries, liable

to seizure, they say that they have no objection to issue fresh orders to ascer—

tain if the importation really took place; but that they are prevented from taking

those steps at the present moment on account of the disturbed state of affairs

in the ports of the Persian Gulf. As I am given to understand there is every

probability that the Governor of Bushire would be unable to give effect at the

present moment to the orders he might receive from the Government, and, as I

have already reported to your Lordship in my despatch of the 21st of

September, the Prime Minister has also verbally promised to do all in his power

to recover the slaves, Ihave thought it more judicious not to insist on their

adopting immediate measures, but I have signified to them that I expect the

Government will, within three months from this date, place me in the position

of being able to report to your Lordship that the wishes of the British Govern-

ment on this head have been fulfilled.
I have, 860.

(Signed) WM. TAYLOUR THOMSON.

 

Inclosure 1 in N0. 286.

The Sadr Azim to Mh-Thomson.

(Translation) September 22, 1854.

_ I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter of the 16th of September;

regarding the “ Mahmoodee.” ‘ You have stated therein that you desired the

Persian Ministers should issue peremptory orders and require these slaves to be

produced by their own servants; the other remarks you made do notrequire to

be repeated by me in this letter.



308 PERSIA.

I beg to reply that the perusal of your note has caused the greatest sur—
prise to the Persian Ministers, because from the manner in which it was worded
it would appear that you believed the truth of the importation of the slaves in
the above vessel to have been established, and that the only thing wanted was
that the Persian Ministers should issue an order ; While, after the corresPondence
which has already taken place on this subject, and the: documents produced as
evidence and forwarded to you, there is no room for your entertaining any
doubts that this accusation has been brought forward without any foundation,
and that there is no truth in it. The Persian Ministers have reason to know
that their subject is without guilt, and this ought to be considered sufficient;
besides, in the Convention which the Persian Ministers, solely to give satisfaction
to the English Government, gave at Ispahan regarding slaves, in no way is it
specified that the right of search is to be in force on land, 1101' are the masters of
slaves in the interior of the country to be called to account. This right is solely
applicable to the search ofships at sea, which is clearly proved by the instructions
given to the Meerza Mahmood Khan (Persian Slave Trade Commissioner), and
the nomination of four other subordinate officers to accompany that person.
But merely on account of the friendly request made by you, and Without its
being a right to which you were entitled, the Persian Ministers stated that they
would not object to another investigation and search being made on the subject,
although they could not do so at the present moment on account of the disturbed
state of the ports in the Gulf, and the confusion prevailing amongst the Arabs
and distressed merchants of the country, because it would have the effect of
increasing the estrangement now existing (between these people and the
Government) and of rendering them more intractable.

Notwithstanding all this, it is strange, in the first place, that you should
listen to the statement of the masterofthe vessel “ fifahmeodee,” a man who is well
known to be interested in the matter and without character, and that you
should consider as valueless the accurate imformation possessed by the Persian
Ministers, and the statement of their officers together with the documents which
have been produced in evidence. And, secondly, that although you and the
English authorities are perfectly well acquainted with the disorders in the gulf
in its fullest details, you should propose that an order should be issued which
would add to the distress of the inhabitants of the ports.

If you are desirous that another effort should be made in inquiring into
and searching, at all events it must be after tranquillity has been established in
these ports; and this renewal of the search must not be considered to confer
any right for the future further than the right stipulated in the Convention.
At this time, on all these grounds, the Persian l‘viinisters must certainly
be held excused. The traders and merchants who are looking for help to this
Government, cannot have an order of this kind imposed upon them and distress
brought upon them, for it would be foreign to the rules of justice and equity.

 

Inelosure 2 in No. 286.

Mr. Thomson t0 the Sadr Azim.

(Translation) ‘ September 25, 1854.
I HAVE received your Highness’s letter regarding the slaves imported in

the “ lilahmoodeef’
With regard to what is therein stated, that the disturbances in the ports of

the Gulf would not allow investigation to be made, or this matter to be termi—
nated, I am not ignorant of some of the ports in the Persian Gulf being in a
state of disorder; but after examining the matter in every point of view, I am
totally at a loss to discover what connection this affair of the slaves can have with
the disturbed state of these ports. The fact of this importation having actually
taken place has been. established in such a way that there is no room for denying
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it; but as the Persian Ministers have requested some delay in carrying out the
matter, although my belief still is, as I formerly stated, that if the Persian
Government desired peremptorily to have these slaves produced, it might be
effected in a very short space of time, in order that it may be made clear for
every one whether the Persian Ministers exert themselves to fulfil the engage-
ment they have made in this matter to the extent which they ought 01' not, I
Will not for the present take any further steps, but I shall expect that in the
space of three months the Persian Ministers Will supply me With documentary
proof that this request which has been matle by the British Ministers to those
of the Shah has been brought to a satisfactory termination, so that I may have
it in my power to convey the announcement of ' it to my Government. I will
only add, that should this not have been done within the term specified, which is
amply sufficient for concluding the affair with perfect facility, I shall then be
obliged to attribute the failure to the want of exertion and inclination of the
Persian Ministers themselves, and I shall then report that such is the case to my
Government. I am sanguine, however, that by the efforts which the Persian
Ministers will make, I shall be enabled to report the matter to the British
Government as terminated satisfactorily.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 286.

The Seth“ Azim to Mr. Thomson.

(Translation) > October 13, 1854.

I HAVE received your letter regarding the “Blahmoodee,” and I have
understood its contents perfectly. This time the surprise felt by the Persian
Ministers has been augmented by the contents of your last communication on
this subject, at your, without any right, specifying a time for arranging this
business. It is clear that you did not peruse my former letter properly, for the
answer is not relevant to the question, and if you will again refer to it, this will
be perceived by you, that it is stated therein that according to the stipulations
of the Convention regarding Slaves which was agreed to by this Government
merely to gratify the British Ministers, you have no right to say anything
about slaves when they are on the land, or to make any communication about
them. From Bushire to Meshed, and throughout Persia, there are numbers of
slaves to be found, but no one has any right to make any remonstrance about
one of them, or to make any inquiry as to when they came from the sea. The
Convention has reference solely to the sea, and on this account was Meerza
Mahmood Khan with several subordinates appointed to their posts.

If the Persian Ministers have before now, on two occasions, as the times
allowed and they found it convenient, at your friendly request, made investiga—
tions, although strict inquiries had been previously instituted which proved that
there was no foundation for the accusation, there can be no room for considering
as insufficient the accurate knowledge which the Persian Ministers have acquired
(on the subject) and which is quite sufficient in all matters concerning the
internal affairs of the kingdom, and for advancing such a peremptory demand
with the time specified as if all the right were on your side.

Although the Persian Ministers do not consider you to have any claim to
the matter for the above reasons, and do not in any way consent to the term
being specified, still, as friendship demands, they do not object, whenever the
time is favourable, to renew the investigation, although they feel persuaded that
the importation never took place, ample proofs being in their possession, of
Which copies have been sent to you already.
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No. 287.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Thomson.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Ofice, December 14, 1854.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 20th of October, stating that

you considered it inexpedient to insist upon the adoption by the Persian Govern-
ment of immediate measures for the recovery of the eleves imported in the ship

“Mahmoodee,” and I have to acquaint you that I approve of the view which
you have taken of this matter, and of the note which you addressed thereupon to
the Sedr Azim on the 25th of September.

I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 288.

Mr. Sulivan to the Earl of Clarendon.—~(Received January 1, 1855.)

My Lord! Lima, November 25, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship a translation of a

Decree of the President of Peru, of the 19th of November last, offering

great advantages to all those who will enlist for the purpose of forming a

Corps of Reserve. ri‘he Decree proceeds to state, that all the domestic slaves

and those at present employed on farms, may receive their own freedom and

that of their wives, if they consent to serve for two years.

The Decree“ abovementioned is a heavy blow to that system of slavery

which has hitherto been carriedon throughout Peru; but as the compensation

to be granted to the slave—owners is more apparent than real, the landed pro—

prietors, who are all slave—owners, are on this account much enraged against

the Government.
I have, &C.

(Signed) J. H. SULIVAN.

 

Inclosure in No. 288.

Decree.

(Translation)

MANUEL SUAREZ, General of Brigade of the National Army, Prefect

and Commandant—General of the Department, &0.

Considering :—

That the authorities are bound to cooperate to the utmost with the

legitimate President of the Republic in his endeavours to save the institutions

of the country, with this object the Government have issued the following

Decree:

J086 Rufino Echenique, President of the Republic, 8w.

Considering :—-—

1st. That it is the duty of the Government to secure the triumph of the

institutions ofthe country and of social order, by the adoption of all the measures

which may be necessary to preserve the Republic against any future event

which may take place, and to prevent in any case that rebellion and anarchy

should predominate. ,

2nd. That to this end it is necessary to raise and organize an army of

reserve.
3rd. That if in the present great crisis in the country, which threatens its

laws, its political ex1stence for the future, and its Independence, supreme and

conservative measures are needed, 1t is requisite to reconcile them with other

social wants, which remedy humanity and the progress of the age demand in

making the first preparations for the manumission of the slaves, which later

will become more general.

In virtue of the extraordinary powers conceded to me, ,1 decree 2

Art. 1. Every soldier who may at any time have deserted from the service,
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shall present himself to any one of the corps of the army, and shall be exempt
from the punishment to which 110 may have rendered himself liable.

Art. 2. Every soldier, sergeant 01' corporal, who may have obtained his
discharge, and shall present himseif, in order to serve only during the period
of the present state of affairs, shall receive a gratification of ten dollars.

Art. 3. Every private individual who may wish to enter the service for
the same period, shall receive a similar gratification, and shall, besides, be
exempt for ever from the payment of all contributions 01' patents, and shall,
on the information of the Prefect or the head of the Staff of the Army, imme—
diately receive the requisite document to that effect from the Treasury of the
Department.

Art. 4. Every household slave, and every slave employed in the cultiva—
tion of land, who may enter the service of the army, shall obtain his freedom
by this very fact, and the boon shall be extended to his legitimate Wife; he
shall present himself before the General of the Stati', or to the Sub-Prefects, or to
the Special Commissioners, who shall be appointed for this object ; and who
shall give a report to the General of the Staff, through the office of the Prefect,
so that the certificate of freedom may be immediately given whenever the
slave shall apply for it.

Art. 5. The term of service required of the slaves in consideration of the
favour accorded to them shall be two years.

Art. 6. The masters of the slaves shall be indemnified for their value;
for which a promissory note of the State shall be iven upon the presen—
tation of the respective documents of ownership to the Sub—Prefectures or
Treasury. .

The Minister of State in the Department of War and Marine is charged
with the execution of this Decree, together with its publication. and circulation.

Given at the Government Palace in Lima, 18th November, 1854.

(Signed) JOSE RUFIINO ECHENIQUE.
(Countersigned) ANTONIO GUTIERREZ DE LA FUENTE.

In consequence of the foregoing, I direct that it be made public, promul-
gatedmnd made generally known to the slaves in every possible manner.

Given at the ofiiee 0f the Prefect in Lima, 0n the 19th November, 1854.

(Signed) MANUEL SUAREZ.
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No. 289.

Sir R. Pakenham t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Receivevd April 3.)

My Lord, Lisbon, March 28, 1854. .

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’srdespatch of
11th March,* and in obedience to the instructions contained in it, I have
again conveyed to the Viscount d’Athoguia the thanks of' Her Majesty’s
G0vemment for the orders lately issued, in conformity with your Lordship’s
wishes, for the expulsion of the slave—trader Flores from Loanda, and for
facilitating communication between Her Majesty's Commissioners and the
Commanders of Her Majesty’s ships and the Governor-General ofAngola.

I have, 8:0.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

No. 290.

The Earl of Clarendon to 8121; R. Paken/mm.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, April 1‘5, 1854.

IN your despatch of this series of the 28th of January last,1' you
informed me that you had communicated to the Viscount d’Athoguiaa memo—
randum containing~ the substance of the information Which you had received
from Mr. Consul Johnston, relative to the equipment at Oporto of the “ Guerra”
and the “ Trajano,” two vessels which were supposed to have been intended for
the Slave Trade ; and you stated that if that information should 1 be followed
up by proceedings on the part of the public authorities it might be? the means
of bringing to justice some of the parties concerned in those vessels.

I have to desire that you will acquaint me whether the Portuguese Govern-
ment have taken any measures with regard to this matter, and, if so, Whether
those measures have been attended with any result.

‘ I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

No. 2-91.

Sir. R. Pakenham to the E(L’I‘l of Clarendon.—-—(Received April 15.)

(Extract) Lisbon, April 8, 1854.

I HAVE the honour herewith to submit a copy of a. note Which I addressed
to the Viscount d’Athoguia. on the 16th oflast month, in fulfilment of the instruc-
tions' contained in your Lordship’s despatch of 20th Februaryj signifying to
the Portuguese Government that Her Majesty’s Government had approved of
the conduct of Lieutenant Pearse, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “Atholl,” in
resisting an attempt on the part of the Commander of the Portuguese war-
schooner “ Conde do Tojal,” to board an English merchant-veseel in the port of
Ambriz. ,

v I have the honour, also, to inclose a. copy and a translation of a note in
reply, from the Viscount d’Athoguia-.

 

‘3 See Class B, presented 1854, No. 379. '1" lbid., No. 363. 1; Ibid., No. 368.

CLASS B. 5
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Inclosure 1 in No. 291.

Sir R. Pakenham to Viscount d’Athogm‘a.

Sir, Lisbon, March 16, I854.

HIS Most Faithful Majesty’s Government will no doubt have received
from the officer commanding the Portuguese naval force on the west coast of
Africa, copies of a correspondence which took place in the month of November
last, between Lieutenant Pearse, commanding Her Majesty’s sloop “Athol,” and

the officer commanding His Most Faithful Majesty’s schooner of war “ Conde

do Toja ,” respecting a right asserted by the latter officer to board an English
merchant-vessel which was lying in the port of Ambriz, in company with Her
Majesty’s sloop “ Athol,” which pretension was resisted by the Commander of
the “ Athol.” ‘

This case having been brought to the notice of Her Majesty’s Government
by the Admiral commanding 0n the west coast of Africa, I am instructed to

acquaint your Excellency that the conduct of Lieutenant Pearse in resisting the

attempt to board a. British merchant-vessel lying in the harbour of Ambriz in
cempany with a British vessel of war, has received the approval of Her Majesty’s

Government.
Her Majesty’s Government have, at the same time, had much satisfaction

in observing the Spirit of courtesy and mutual respect in which the proceedings
were carried on on both sides in this affair.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ‘ R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 291.

Viscount d’Athagm’a to Sir R. Pakenham.

(Translation)

Sir, Palace, March 24, 1854

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which you were
pleased to write to me on the 16th instant, bringing to my knowledge the
information received by your Government respecting the agreement which took
place between the Commander of His Majesty’s ship “Conde d0 Tojal” and
Lieutenant Pearse, Commander of Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “ Athol,” with
regard to an English merchant-vessel anchored at Ambriz.

In thanking you for this communication, it becomes my duty to state to
you that it has afforded His Majesty’s Government much pleasure to learn the
satisfactory manner in Which an oflicer 0f the Royal Navy of Portugal conducted
himself on that oocasion; I immediately communicated your said note to the
Marine Department for the appropriate ends.

I renew, &c.
(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

N0. 292.

Sir R. Palocnham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received April 15.)

My Lord, , Lisbon, April 8, 1854.

_ BY your Lordship’s despatch of 21st November last,ale I had the satis—
faction of learning that your Lordship approved of my having suggested to
the Portuguese Government the expediency of immediately carrying into effect,
with regard to the port of Angoxa, the provisions of the Decree of 18th October
last, by which the Governor-Greneral of Mozambique was empowered to'open a
number of V ports in that province to foreign commerce. I now beg leave to lay
before your Lordship a copy of a note which, in consequence of such approval, I
addressed to the Viscount d’Athoguia 0n the 30th December last, repeating in

’5 See Class B, presented 1854, No. 338.
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a more formal way, and in the name of Her Majesty’s Government, my suggestion
with regard to Angoxa.

I have the honour also to inclose a translation of a note from the
Viscount d’Athoguia, informing me that His Most Faithful Majesty’s Govern—
ment are prepared to act upon the recommendation of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment upon this subject, by instructing the VGovemor—General of Mozambique
immediately to carry the proposed measure into effect, for Which purpose he will
be authorised “to make use of an armed force if peradventure the people who
rule at Angoxa, and there carry on the Slave Trade, should ofi'er resistance to
the new order of things,” with the expectation, however, that Her Majesty’s
Government, appreciating the resolution referred to, and the “lively desire Which
animates the Portuguese Government to promote lawful commerce inthat pro-
vince, and to contribute in every way to the complete abolition of the wicked.
Traffic in Slaves, will send the necessary orders to the Commander of Her
Majesty’s naval force on the east coast of Africa, to assist the Governor-
General, if such cooperation should be required for the object in view.”

The Viscount d’Athoguia goes on to say, that as soon as he is informed
of the issue of such instructions he will send intelligence of the fact to the
Governor-General of Mozambique through. the Marine Department.

I have, &c.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAMI

 

Inclosure 1 in N0. 292.

Sir R. Pakenham to Viscount d’Atkogm'a.

Sir, Lisbon, December 30, 1854.

ON the 24th oflast month I had the honour to place in your Excellency’s
hands a memorandum expressing the satisfaction With which Her Majesty’s
Government had heard of the recent Decrees of the Government of Portugal,
having for their object the encouragement of lawful commerce in the important
Province of Mozambique! by causing additional ports to be open to foreign
trade. Among the ports which it was proposed by the Decree of 18th October
last thus to open to trade is that of Angoxa, which place it has been repre-
sented to Her Majesty’s Government possesses elements for an extensive
commerce, if they were developed by the establishment of lawful intercourse
with that part of the Portuguese possessions.

The only trade said to be now carried on there is the Slave Trade which
cannot be more efi‘ectually prevented than by encouraging the native inhabi-
tants to turn their attention to legitimate commerce. .

From these considerations Her Majesty’s Government direct me to suggest
to your Excellency the expediency of making the port of Angoxa one of the
first to receive the benefit of the wise and judicious provision of the Decree
of 18th October.

I have, 8L0. » .
(Signed) , R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 292.

Viscount d’Athoguia to Sir R. Pakenham.

(Translation)

Sir, ' Palace, March 30, 1854.

I HAD the honour to receive the note which you were pleased toaddress 4'
to me on the 30th December of last year, in which, referring to the provisions
of the Decree of the 17th of October of that year, published in the “Diario do
Governo ” of the 24th of the same month, you set forth the suitableness ofopen-
ing at once to the commerce of all nations the port ofAngoxa, in the Province
of Mozambique. In ansWer, I have to state to you that His Majesty’s Govern-
ment duly appreciating, and returning thanks for, the valuable information
contained in your above—mentioned note, and conforming to the report of the
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Ultramarine Council on this subject, have commanded by a Portaria dated
15th instant, issued to the GovernoraGeneral of that province, the adoption
and execution of the above measure, authorising him at once to employ armed
force in case the peOple who rule at Angoxa, and carry on the Trade in Slaves
should oppose any resistance to the new order of things.

His Majesty’s Government, trusting that Her Britannia Majesty’s Govern-
ment Will recognise in this resolution the lively Wish which they entertain to
promote legal commerce in that province, and to contribute all the means in
their power towards the total abolition of the abominable Trafiic in Slaves,
hope that at the same time Her Britannia Majesty’s Government will be
willing to issue the necessary instructions to the Commander of the British
naval force cruizing on the eastern coast of Africa, for aiding the said Governor-
General should he require his cooperation for the dessired result.

As soon as you have the goodness to inform me that the above instructions
have been issued, I will hasten to bring the same to the knowledge of the
Governor-General, through the medium of the Marine Department.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) VISCOUNT D‘ATHOGUIA.

 

N0. 293.

The Earl of Clarendon. to Sir R. Pa/mn/mm.

(Extract) Foreign Ofiice, April 21, 1854.
WITH reference to your despatch of the 8th instant,fie stating that

the Portuguese Government intend to open the port of Angoxa on the east
coast of Africa to foreign commerce. I have to instruct you to inform
the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs, that the British Commodore
0n the Cape of Good Hope Station has already been instructed to take
such measures as may seem to him best calculated to encourage the
disposition of the Sultan of Angoxa to suppress the Slave Trade; and that
he will now be informed that the Portuguese Government have issued orders
to the Governor-Geueral of Mozambique to open the port of Angoxa to
the commerce of all nations, and that he should, if necessary, afford friendly
advice to the Sultan in this matter, and recommend him to cooperate in
promoting the success of the intended measure.

You will, however, let the Portuguese Minister clearly understand, that
whilst Her Majesty’s Government will be glad to afford all the assistance in
their power to the Governor-General of Mozambique in suppressing the
Slave Trade and promoting legitimate commerce at Angoxa, if the
Portuguese authority is fully established there, they cannot aid in the
nominal extension of Portuguese dominion over an indefinite range of country,
particularly When Her Majesty’s cruizers are no longer empowered to act
for the suppression of Slave Trade When there are no established Portugue‘Se
authorities.

 

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R Pak‘enham.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, May 1, 1854.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information and for com-
munication to the Portuguese Government, a copy of a despatch from Her
Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, reporting that two cargoes of slaves had
been recently shipped from Benguella, and stating that there is every reason
to apprehend the revival of Slave Trade 150 a considerable extent on that
coast.

4'

I am, 82c. _
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

5‘ No. 291. 1' See Class A, No. 48.
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No. 295. ,

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Rcceived May 4.)

My Lord, , ‘ Lisbon, April 28, 1854.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the
15th instant, by which Iain directed to report to your Lordship, Whether,
in consequence of the information contained in a memorandum which I
delivered some time ago to the Viscount d’Athoguia, the Portuguese Govern-
ment have taken any measures with regard to the equipment of two vessels at
Oporto, the “ Guerra” and “ Trajano,” supposed to have been destined for
the Siave’.i.‘1'ade, and whether those measures have been attended with any
result.

Up to this moment nothing has come to my knowledge to lead to the
belief that any progress has been made in establishing a case against the
the persons concerned in the equipment of the “ Guerra” and “‘Trajano.”

The vessels having in fact sailed from Oporto before anything was said
of the guilty character of the enterprise, there was necessarily the more
difficulty in obtaining proof of a variety of circumstances, Which, had the
vessels been detained in time, could hardly have failed, with common honesty
and zeal on the part of the public authorities, to furnish grounds for serious
proceedings against the parties concerned. '

From time to time questions have been put to the Ministers in both
Chambers of the Cortes, as to What has been done for the detection and punish-
ment of the delinquents in this apparently scandalous business ;, but the
answers have been of a vague and general character, proving, I should say,
how superior the power and influence of the'slave-trading interest at Oporto
are, to the preventive resources of the Government in matters of this kind.

Under these circumstances, in order, if possible, to Obtain the means of
satisfying the inquiry contained in your Lordship’s despatch, I have addressed
to the Viscount d’Athoguia the note of which I have the honour to inclose a
copy, which I humbly hope Will meet with your Lordship’s approval.

' I have, 8:0.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM

 

Inclosure in No. 295. /

Sir R. Pakenham to Viscount d’Athoguid.

(Extract.) ' Lisbon, April 24, 1854.
ON the 27th of' January last I hadithe honour to place in your Excel—

dency’s hands a memorandum respecting the eqhipment 0f the two vessels the
“ Guerra” and “ Trajano,” which had then lately sailed from Oporto. supposed
to be destined for the Slave Trade.

This same information it became my duty to transmit to Her Majesty’s
Government, expressing at the same time the. opinion, that. if it should be
followed up by diligent proceedings on the part of the public authoi'ities, it
might be the means of bringing to justice some of the persons concerned in
those criminal transactions. ‘ _

I need not to inform your Excellency that the reports Which appeared in
the public papers of the equipment in such an open and undisguised manner
of two vessels, generaliy believed to be intended for the Slave Trade, and 'the
notice which was taken of the affair in the Portuguese Chambers, attracted a.
great deal of attention in England, and have caused much anxiety to Her
Majesty’s Government on account of the presumption which they furnish, that
there are still persons in this country Who devote their time and theirrcapital
to the prosecution of the Slave Trade ; and what is more to be lamented, that
these operations are carried on with little fear, on the part of those concerned,
of' detection or punishment. ,

Her Majesty’s Government therefore instruct me to report what are the
measures which have been taken by His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government
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in the matter of the “Guerra” and the “ Trajano,” and whether those measures
have been attended With any result.

Your Excellency will do me a great favour by supplying me with the
means of answering this inquiry on the part of Her Majesty’s Government.

 

No. 296.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, May 8, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 28th ultimo, inclosing a copy
of a note which you addressed on the 24th ultimo t0 the Portuguese
Minister for Foreign Affairs, requesting to be informed What steps had been
taken by the Portuguese Government with regard to the persons concerned in
the suspected slavers “ Guerra” and “ Trajano,” which lately sailed from
Oporto; and I have in reply to inform you that I approve your note to
Viscount d’Athoguia on this subject.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 297.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received May 13.)

(Extract) Lisbon, MayZS, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatches of the 17th, 18th, and 2lst of April.

I have fulfilled the instructions contained in the first part of your Lordship’s
despatch of the 21st April, relative to the extent of the assistance which Her
Majesty’s Government are disposed to afford to the Portuguese Government,
in carrying out the arrangements for opening the port of Angoxa on the east
coast of Africa to foreign commerce, by placing in the hands of the Viscount
d’Athoguia the note a copy of which is herewith submitted.

The instructions contained in a later part of the same despatch I thought it
better to make the subj ect of a separate communication, a copy of which I have
also the honour to submit.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 297.

Sir R. Pakenham to Viscount d’Athogm’a

Sir, Lisbon, May 3, 1854.

I DULY transmitted to Her Majesty’s Government the note which your
Excellency was pleased to address to me on the 30th of last March, in answer
to my note of 30th December preceding, relative to the opening of the port of
Angoxa on the east coast of Africa to foreign trade, in which note your
Excellency expresses the desire of His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government
that Her Majesty’s Government should direct the Commander of Her Majesty’s
Naval Forces in those seas to assist the Governor-General of Mozambique
"in such measures as it may be necessary to adopt to give effect to that
measure. x

And I am now commanded to inform your Excellency that it is already
some time since the British Commodore on the Cape of Good Hope Station
was instructed to take such measures as might seem to him best calculated to
encourage the disposition manifested by the Sultan of Angoxa to suppress the
Slave Trade, and that the same officer Will now be informed that the
Portuguese Government have issued orders to the Governor-General of
Mozambique to open the port of' Angoxa to the commerce of all nations, and
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that he should, if necessary, afl'ord friendly advice to the Sultan in this matter,
and recommend to him to cooperate in promoting the success of the intended
measure.

I have, &c.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 297.

Sir R. Pakenha-m to Viscount d’Athoguia.

(Extract) Lisbon, May 3, 1854.
WITH reference to what I have the honour to say to your Excellency in

a note dated this day, 011 the subject of the measures which it may be necessary
to take to induce the Sultan of Angoxa to conform to the views of His Most
Faithful Majesty’s Government, for the encouragement of legitimate commerce
at that place, and for the suppression of the Slave Trade, I am commanded
further to explain to your Excellency very distinctly, that Whilst Her Majesty’s
Government will be glad to afford all the assistance in their power to the
Governor-General of Mozambique, in suppressing the Slave Trade and pro—
moting legitimate commerce at Angoxa, if the Portuguese authority is fully
established there, they cannot aid in the nominal extension of the Portuguese
dominion over an indefinite range of country, particularly since the Portuguese
Government are no longer willing that Her Majesty’s cruizers should be
empowered to act for the suppression of the Slave Trade Where there are no
established Portuguese authorities. ‘

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 297.

Viscount d’Athoguia to Sir R. Pakenham.

(Translation)

Sir, Palace, May 5, 1854.

I HAVE before me the note which you were pleased to address to
me under date of 3rd instant, in answer to the one which I sent you on
the 30th March last, acquaiuting you for the information of your Government
with the resolution taken by Her Majesty’s Government of opening the port of
Angoxa t0 the commerce of all nations, and expressing in the name of the
Government, the wish that Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, seeing by
this measure their extreme desire to contribute towards the total abolition of
the Slave Trade in the Province of Mozambique, and to promote legal
commerce, should cause the necessary instructions to be given to the Com-
mander of the British naval forces cruizing on the east coast of Africa, to assist
the Governor of that province, should he require his cooperation for the end
in Vlew.

Taking cognizance of the contents of the said note, and of the orders
which the British Government were about to issue to the abovementioned
Commander, and thanking you for this communication, I have the honour to
acquaint you that 011 this date I address a communication to the Marine
Department, in order that the said Governor may be informed of the same.

I renew, 8m.
(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

No. 2981

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received Mray 13.)

(Extract) Lisbon, May 8, 1854.
WITH my deepatch of the 28th April, I had the honour to lay before

your Lordship a copy of a note which, in fulfilment of the instructions contained
in your Lordship’s despatch of the 15th April, I had addressed to the Viscount



320 PORTUGAL;

d’Athoguia for the purpose of ascertaining from his Excellency whether any
measures had been taken in consequence of the information lately com—
municated by me to his Excellency, to bring to justice the persons concerned
in the equipment of two vessels the “ Guerra” and the “ Trajano,” which
sailed some time ago from Oporto, destined, as is universally believed, for the
Slave Trade.

I have now the honour to inclose a translation of a note from the Viscount
d’Athognia, in reply to my note of the 24th April, in Which it is stated, that
through the Departments of Marine and Foreign Affairs orders have been
issued to the civil and military authorities in the Portuguese nltra-marine
possessions and in the ports of Brazil, to watch carefully, and to ascertain
whether the vessels in question have appeared in those parts, the same orders
having been given to the cruizers of the Royal Navy, without any intelligence
having as yet been received of What may have become of the vessels.

But- the memorandum furnished by me, to which reference is made in this
note of the Viscount d’Athoguia, contained no information of a nature requir-
ing the cognizance of the ultra—marine authorities or the commanders of the
Portuguese cruizers; it related exclusively to matters connected with the
equipment of the two vessels at Oporto, the investigation of which ought to
have been committed to the authorities of that place.

I have hastened to rectify the mistake thus made by the Viscount d’Athogui-a.
by an explanatory note, of which I have the honour herewith to submit a copy,
and in which I point out to his Excellency that it may not be, even now, too
late to make use of the information contained in the memorandum of 27th
January ; observing, at the same time, that however desirable it may be that
success should attend the orders to the civil and military authorities abroad, of
which mention is made in his Excellency’s note, it is equally, 01- perhaps more,
important that the original delinquents in this criminal enterprise, that is to
say, the owners 01' employers of the two ships whose residence is supposed to
be within the Kingdom of Portugal, should be detected and made to pay the
penalty of their offence.

 

Inclosm'e 1 in N0. 298.

Viscount d’Athoguia to Sir R. Pakenham. ‘

(Translation)
Sir, Palace, May 1, 1854. ‘

I HAVE received the note which you were pleased to address to
me on the 24th April, last, in which referring to the information Which you
had previously communicated to» me, relating to the equipment of the vessels
“ Guero'a” and “Trajano,” you request to be enabled to transmit to your
Government, in accordance with your instructions, the requisite information
withregard to the measures taken by Her Majesty’e Government respecting
the said vessels, and the results which may have been obtained from such

. measures.
Having read the said note with due attention, I have the honour to state

to you, that through the Departments of Marine and of Foreign Affairs, the
most stringent orders have been issued to their delegates, both civil and
military, in the Portuguese ultra~marine possessions and in the ports of Brazil,
to keep a strictlook-out for these two vessels, in order to ascertain whether
they have arrived; similar instructions having also been furnished to the
cruizers of the Royal Navy of Portugal; and that up to the present no 11mm
of the destination of‘these vessels has been received.

, I avail, &c.
(Signed) VISOOUNT D’ATH‘OGUIA.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 298.

Sir R. Pakenham to Viscount d’Athoguia.

Sir, ._ Lisbon, May 4, 1854.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s note dated lst of

this month, in which, in answer to my note of 24th April last, having for its

object to ascertain, for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, what

were the measures taken by His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government for the

discovery of the persons concerned in the criminal enterprise of fitting out the

“ Guerra” and “ Trajano,” two vessels Which sailed some time ago from Oporto,

destined, as it is now universally believed, for the Slave Trade, your Excellency

is pleased to state that the most positive orders were issued through the

Departments of Marine and Foreign Affairs to the civil and military authorities

in, the ultra-marine possessions of Portugal, closely to watch and ascertain

whether these vessels should touch at such places; similar orders having

likewise been issued to the crnizers of the Royal Navy of Portugal, without

any intelligence having as yet been received as to the destination of these said

vessels.
I shall not fail to transmit your Excellency’s note, to which I have the

honour to reply, to Her Majesty’s Government, in order that they may be

informed of the steps taken by His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government for

the purpose of counteracting the wicked intentions of the persons concerned in

the equipment of the “ Guerra” and “ Trajano,” but your Excellency must

pardon me for remarking that your Excellency appears, no doubt in the hurry

of business, to have overlooked the nature of the information communi-

cated by me on the 27th of January, to which reference is made in my

late note of 24th April.
I beg leave now to inclose a duplicate of that communication and I would

request your Excellencyto have the goodness to observe that the statement therein

contained, relates not to matters properly coming under the cognizance of the

civil and military authorities of the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty’s

ultra-Inarine possessions, or of the commanders of His Majesty’s cruizers, but

to things connected with the equipment of the two suspected vessels within

the'jurisdiction of the authorities of Oporto, the names of several persons being

furnished Who are supposed to have taken an active part in. supplying the

vessels with articles such as are only used on a slaving voyage, and of others

who are accused by public opinion at Oporto of being actually concerned in

slave-trading transactions.

It was With regard to the use which His Most Faithful Majesty’s Govern-

ment might have made of the information thus communicated, and with what

result, that I was instructed by the Earl of Clarendon to make inquiry of your

Excellency, and I beg leave now with due deference to suggest that it may

not, even at this hour, he too late to endeavour to ‘follow up the clue thus

given to several things relating to the equipment of the “ Guerra.” and

“ ijano.” It is of course earnestly to be desired that the orders already given

through the Foreign Department and the Marine Department of His Most

Faithful Majestys Government, may lead to the intended result,lbut I submit

that it is a matter of equal, perhaps indeed of greater, importance, that the

principal authors of the crime, the owners of the vessel and the persons

employed in various ways to fit them out, should not escape detection and

punishment.
' , I have, 810.

(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

CLASS B.
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No. 299.

The Earl; of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, Foreign 0fiice, Why 17, 1854.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th insta11t,* inclosing copies

:of two notes which, in execution of the instructions contained in my despatch
to you of the 21st ultimo, you addressed on the 3rd instant to the Viscount
'd’Athoguia, informing his Excellency to what extent the 001nn1an(_ier—1n_—ch1ef
of 'Her Majesty’s Naval Forces 0n the Cape of Good Hope Statlon W111 be
instructed by Her Majesty’s Government to cooperate With the Governor—
General of Mozambique towards opening the port of‘ Angoxa. t0 forelgn con}-
merce. And I have in reply to inform you that I approve of the manner 1n
Which you have carried out my instructions on this iuhjec’gz

.m, c.
(Signed;L CLARENDON.

 

No. 300.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, Foreign Qfiice, May 18, 1854:.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th instantj‘ inclosing a copy
Of a note dated the let instant Which you had received from the Viscount
d’Athoguia, informing you that instructions had been issued to the Portuguese
Colonial authorities, and to the Commanders of Portuguese cruizers abroad, to
watch for the vessels “ Guerra ” and “ Trajano,” which sailed some time ago
from Oporto, as there was reason to believe, on a slave—trading voyage. And I
have to inform you that I approve the note which you addressed on the 4th
instant to Viscount d’Athoguia in reply, pointing out to his Excellency that it
was of greater importance that an investigation should be set on foot at Oporto,
With the view of bringing to justice the persons concerned in the equipment of
those vessels.

I transmit to you, at the same time, copies of a despatchi‘ and of its inclo—
sure which I have received from Mr. Howard, &c., stating that he has been
informed by the Brazilian Government that the two vessels in question, after
touching in Brazil, proceeded to the Portuguese Settlement of Novo Redondo,
on the west coast of Africa, where they succeeded in embarking two cargoes
of African slaves, With which they sailed towards Cuban.

I have to instruct you to communicate this information to the Viscount
d’Athoguia, and to call his Excellency’s serious attention to Mr. Howard’s obser—
vations as to the manner in Which the efforts now made by the Brazilian
Government to put an end to the African Slave Trade are obstructed and dis-
couraged by the impunity with which the slave—dealerrs are permitted to fit out
their expeditions in the ports of Portugal, and are also enabled to carry away
Africans for sale from the Portuguese Settlements in Africa.

I am, &c.
(Signed), CLARENDON.

 

N0. 301.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, May 19, 1854.
WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting a licence Whichhas

been granted by the Portuguese Government to Don Souza e Almeida, a.
Portuguese subject at Benguella, to remove his negroes, under certain conditions,

* No. 297. -+ No. 298, x No. 86.
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from that place to Prince’s Island, I now transmit to you for your information

a copy of a despatche“ whrch I have received from Her Majesty’s Commissioners

at Loanda, contammg mtormatlon as to the character and proceedings of Senhor

Almeida. I am, 8zc.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 302.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir,
Foreign Ofice, Alay 24, 1854.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch’i‘

Which I have received from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, containing

their report on the state of the Slave Trade in that neighbourhood during the

year 1853. I am, 8:0.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 303.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received M’ay 24.)

My Lord,
Lisbon, I‘Jay 18, 1854.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatches of the 1st

and 8th instant.
I fulfil the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the let

instant by addressing a note to the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs, com.

municatiug to him the substance of What is stated in the despatch from Her

Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, dated 20th February, a copy ofwhich accom—

panies your Lordship’s despatch,relative to the renewed activity of the Slave Trade

in the district of Benguella, and the consequently disastrous state of things

prevailing in that part of the Portuguese dominions.

‘ I have, 850.

(Signed) R. I’AKENHAM.

 

N0. 304.

The Earl of Clarendon to the Count de Lavradio.

Foreign Oflice, Alay 24, 1854.

THE Undersigned &c., has the honour to acquaint the Count de Lavradio

&c., that he has referred to the proper Department of Her Maj esty’s Govern-

ment, the note from Count Lavradio of ‘the 16th of January last}: referring to

a trial which took place in August 1853, before the Mixed British and

Portuguese Commission at Loauda, in the case of the Portuguese schooner

“ Aguia,” and calling the attention of Her Majesty’s Government to the contents

of a declaration made 011 the 16th of August, 1853, by Antonio Alvez de

Amorim, the master of the “ Aguia,” who stated that the English prize Crew

"F See. Class A, No. 49. ' 1- Ibid., No. 56. ‘

1: See Class B, presentel 1854, No. 353.
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which was on board that vessel, took on shore at Loanda, and there sold for a
dollar each, some pieces of cloth belonging to the cargo, of which sale
Amorim su5pected that the English prize-master was cognizant.

The Undersigned begs leave to acquaint Count Lavradio that Mr. Kidd,
the officer in question, has been called upon to answer the above—mentioned
charge ; and the Undersigned has now the honour to inclose copies of Mr. Kidd’s
answer, and of the affidavit therein referred to, in which documents that ofiicer
states that, having been obliged on account of the length of the voyage to
procure a supply of water at Mayumba, he there parted with a portion of the
cloth which was on board the “ Agata,” in order to pay for the water, but he
distinctly denies the truth of the statement, that either he or any of the
British prize—crew, either took on shore, or sold at Loanda, any part of the
cargo of that vessel.

The Undersigned, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

Inclosure in No. 304.

Mr. Kidd to Commodore Kitchen.

Sir, “Alectoft Ascension, March 1854.

WITH reference to the charge made against myself and the prize crew
of the “ Aguia,” by the master of the said vessel—

I have the honour to state, that the only part of the cargo that left the
vessel, or was taken from her whilst in my charge, with my knowledge or per—
mission, were those which I mentioned in my declaration before the Court,
marked F.

011 the master of the vessel making the charge before the Court, I reported
the circumstance to Commander Miller, Her Majesty’s brig “ Crane,” then at
anchor in the harbour of St. Paul’s de Loanda, and the whole of the crew
denied, in his presence, having done anything of the sort.

Also previous to the men leavinthhe vessel, on her delivery to the Marshal
of the Court, I registered, in the presence of my adyocate and the interpreter,
that the men’s bags may be searched to see that they took 110 part of the cargo
from the vessel. '

I can therefore declare, that neither myself nor to my knowledge did any
of the prize-crew, sell or take any part of the vessel'fs cargo. The Portuguese
crew were the only men, to my knowledge, that took any clothes from the
vessel, Which the master of the vessel said belonged to them.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN OUGI—ITON KIDD.

No. 305.

Count Lavmdio to the Earl of Clarendon.

(Translation) Portuguese Legation, London, May 26, 1854.
THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofthe

note Which his Excellency the Earl of Clarendon, &c., addressed to him, on
the 24th instant, in answer to that which the Undersigned had addressed to his
Excellency 011 the 16th of January last. ,

The Undersigned is about to transmit immediately to his Government the
two documents which accompanied the note above referred to, and which the
Undersigned abstains from discussing, confining himself simply to observing
that those two documents will necessarily appear in the process instituted, in
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conformity with the Laws of Portugal, against the parties accused of having

committed, or connived at, the robbery on board the vessel “Aguia,” according

to the declaration made at Loanda. 011 the 16th of August, 1853, before the

Portuguese and British Mixed Commission, by Antonio Alvez Martino, master

of the vessel in question.
The Undersigned, 8L0.

(Signed) LAVRADIO.

 

No. 306.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakcnham.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, May 51, 1854:;

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, a 00py of a letter,* With its inclosures,

addressed to Commodore Talbot, late commanding in chief Her Majesty’s

squadron 0n the Cape of Good Hope Station, by Commander Morris, of Her

Majesty’s ship “ Hydra,” reporting the circumstances 11.nde.r whlch he headed

the Portuguese Government schooner “ Quarto d’Avrll,” 1n the Mozamblqhe

Channel, on the 4th of February last. And I have to des1re that you VYIII

make known to the Portuguese Government the circumstances under wh1ch

Commander Morris boarded the vessel in question. I
am, 810.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 307.

The Earl of Ciarendon to Sir R. Pdkenham.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, 11/1113; 31, 1854'.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, a copy of a despatch’f Which I have ~

received from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, dated the 24th March

last, reporting that the Portuguese naval force in the Province of Angola had

been reduced to one brig of war, the “ Serra. do Pilar.”

I have to desire that you will communicate to the Portuguese Government

the information contained in the inclosed despatch, and that you Will express

the hope of Her Majesty’s Government that the Portuguese squadron 011 the

west coast of Africa may be reinforced.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 308.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Oflce, June 1, 1854.

WITH reference toymy despatches of the lst and 18th of May,

respecting the revival of the Slave Trade at Benguella, I transmit

herewith copies of two despatchesi which I have received from
Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, containing further information

* Class A, No. 124. 1- See Class A, No. 59.
3}: See Class A, Nos. 58 and 61.
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relative to the shipment of slaves from that district, and I have to instruct
‘you to call the attention of the Viscount d’Athoguia to the confirmation which
the despatch from the Commissioners of the 23rd of March affords of the
statement inclosed in my despatch of the 18th ultimo as to‘ the “ Guerra” and
“ijano,” which were so openly equippeci at Oporto tor the Slave Trade,
havingcarried away cargoes of slaves from l‘a‘ovo Redondo.

You will also point out to his Excellency, With reference to the concluding
paragraph of the inciosed despatch of the 30th of March, the evil effects
which the revival of the Slave Trade in Angola hag; had upon the legitimate
commerce between Portugal and the ports of Loanda and Bengueiia; and
you will express the hope of Her Majesty’s Government that the Government
of His Most Faithful Majesty will select for the pqst of Governor-Generai of
Angola, an officer whose previous reputation and energetic qualities may
leave no doubt upon the minds of the slave-dealei's as to his determination
to remove from that province the disgrace Which will permanently attach
to its Government, if it should continue, as lately,‘ to permit the revival of
this desolating Traffic.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 309.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. ngenham.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, June 8, 1854.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of three

important Decreese‘e with regard to slavery in Cuba, Which were signed by the
Queen of Spain on the 22nd of March last, and whiqh are intended to promote
the employment of slaves in agricultural labour, the protection of free labourers
coming from foreign countries, and the registration of slaves.

I am, 8:0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 310.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Palcenham.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, June 14, 1854.
I TRANSMIT herewith, an extract, and a copy of' two despatehes 'i' which

I have received from Mr. Rendall, Her Majesty’s; Consul at St. Vincent's,
respecting the exportation of slaves from Rissao and Cacheu to Cuba, and also
to the Cape Verd Islands, and stating that a schooner intended for the Cuba
Slave Trade is being built at Bissao.

I have to instruct you to call the serious attention of the Portuguese
Minister for Foreign Affairs to these statements. And you will at the same
time point out to his Excellency the expediency. of following the example of
the Spanish Government, by establishing a system of registration of slaves in
the Cape Verd Islands, in order that the authoritiee of those islands may be
enabled efl'ectually to control the illegal importation of new slaves which is
reported in Mr. Kendall’s despatch of the 11th ultimo.

' ‘ I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

* Inciosures in No. 384. , ' 1- Nos. 366_and 368.
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No. 311.

Sir R. Pakenham t0 the Earl of Clarendon.———(Received June 14.)

My Lord, Lisbon, June 8, 1854.

I HAD the honour 011 the 211d of this month to receive your Lordship’s

despatches 0f the 17th, 18th, 19th, and 24th ultimo.

I have fulfilled the instructions contained in that dated the 18th ultimo,

communicating to the Portuguese Government the information contained

in Mr. Howard’s despatch relative to two Vessels the “ Guerra ” and-

“ Trajano,” which sailed some time ago from Oporto, fitted for the Slave

Trade ; and expressing the hope of Her Majesty’s Government that, With such

evidence before them of the inadequacy of the measures hitherto adopted to.

prevent such criminal operations, His Most Faithful Majesty’s advisers will be

disposed to devise the means of efficiently fulfilling the obligations of this

country for the prevention of the Slave Trade, as well in What relates to the

equipment of slave—vessels in the ports of Portugal, as to the shipment of'

negroes for sale from the Portuguese possessions in Africa.
I have, 8:0. ,

(Signed) IR. PAKENHAM.

 

N0. 312.

Sir R. Pakenham t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received June 24.)

My Lord, Lisbon, June 18, 1854.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatches 0f the

31st of May and lst of June. _ '

I have fulfilled the instructions contained in these despatehes, by informing

the Portuguese Government of the circumstances under which Commander

Morris, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Hydra,” was induced to board the Portuguese

Government schooner “ Quarto d’Abril,” in the month of' July last, in the

Mozambique Channel; and by signifying to the Viscount d’Athoguia the

expectation of Her Majesty’s Government that His Most Faithful Majesty’s

Government will make arrangements to reinforce the Portuguese naval force

on $161} west coast of Africa, now reduced to a single brig of war, the “ Serra

do i ar.”
I beg leave to submit copies of' the notes which I have addressed to the

Viscount d’Athoguia upon these two subjects.
I have, Ste.

(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure 1 in N0. 312.

Sir R. Pakenham t0 Viscount d’Athoguia.

Sir, Lisbon, June 13, 1854.

I AM directed by Her Majesty’s Government to place in your Excellency’s

hands copies of a letter and of its inclosures addressed to Commodore Talbot,

late Oommanding-in-chief Her Majesty’s Squadron on the Cape of' Good

H0pe Station, by Commander Morris, of Her Majesty’s ship “Hydra,”

reporting the circumstances under which he was induced to board the Portu-

guese Government schooner “ Quarto d’Abril,” in the Mozambique Channel,

on the 4th July last. ’ '

Your Excellency will perceive that the error into Which Commander
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Morris was led in boarding this vessel, arose from her displaying no pendant,

nor presenting in any other way the appearance of' a vessel belongmg to H1s
M tF' 'tlf lMa'est ’s nav .

OS a1 1 11 J y y I have, &c.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 312.

' Sir R. Pakenham to Viscount d’AzThonga.

Sir, Lisbon, June 13, 1854.

BY advices lately received from the west coast of Africa, Her Majesty’s

Government are informed, that in consequence of the brig-of—war “ Corlmba”

having been condemned as unseaworthy, and of the defective condition of the

schooner “Conde de Tojal,” the Portuguese naval force on that statlon may

be said to be reduced to the brig “ Serra do Pilar.” .

Her Majesty’s Government lament a state of thinge so li_ke1y to glve

encouragement to slaving operations, and I an; accordmgly Instructed to

express to your Excellency their hope that HIS Most Falthful Majesty s

Government will be able to make arrangements for reinforcmg the squadron

0n the west coast of Africa.
I have, &c.

(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

N0. 313.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received June 24.)

My Lord, Lisbon, June 18, 1854.

I HAVE the honour herewith to submit a copy of a note which I
addressed to the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Afi'airs on the 13th instant,
in obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the
lst June, communicating the information Which your Lordship had received
from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, relative to the shipment of
slaves from the district ofBenguella, which information confirms the correctness
of the statement contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 18th May,
as to the part taken in these criminal transactions by the two vessels “Guerra”
and “ Trajano,” Whose names have lately so frequehtly been mentioned in the
Slave Trade correspondence of this Mission.

I have the honour also to lay before your Lordship acopy of a note which
I addressed to the Viscount d’Athoguia 011 the 6th June, in fulfilment of the
instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 18th May; and a
copy of another note dated the 16th May, by which I fulfilled the instructions
Contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the lst of' that month; all relat-
ing to the shipment of slaves from Benguellh, and more or less also to the
‘vessels “ Guerra” and “ Trajano.”

Your Lordship Will see, that in my note of 13th instant I have taken due
notice of that part of the instruction contained in your Lordship’s despatch
of thelst instant, Which goes to recommend to the Portuguese Govern-
ment' the necessity of choosing for the now vacant Governor—Generalship of
Angola an officer Whose previous reputation and energetic qualities shall. offer
some security for the proper fulfilment of ‘ his duty in What relates to the
suppression of the Slave Trade. ~ \

. I have, &c. _
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.
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Inclosure 1 in No. 313.

Sir R. P(tlcenham to Viscount d’Athoguia.

Sir, Lisbon, ll/Iay 16, 1854.

I AM instructed to acquaint your Excellency that Her Majesty’s

Government have lately received from the British Commissioners at Loanda,

very distressing intelligence as to the increasing activity with which the Slave

Trade is now carried on at Benguella, the Government of which district had

transmitted to the Governor-General the most lamentable accounts of the state

of things prevailing in that part of the Portuguese dominions.

Two vessels, it appears, had sailed from Benguella at the end of December,

or beginning of January, with full cargoes of slaves ; and he has every reason

to believe that fresh ventures will be attempted, Which he does not possess the

means of preventing.
The slave interest has received so great an impulse and encouragement

from the recent success Which has attended its operations, that he feels assured

that the traffickers will resume their speculations with increased activity, and

that the picking of urzella, in which the negroes had begun universally to

engage, had become so impeded, that the launches return from the south with

little or no supplies of that article.
The consequence, the Governor adds, of all this is, that no payments can

be obtained, and that he apprehends ruinous commercial losses, which Will not

be confined to this province, but which will extend also to the mother

country.
Her Majesty’s Government are confident that His Most Faithful Majesty’s

Government will hear with great concern of a state of affairs so different from

that which the two Governments have so long been labouring to bring about

in that part of the world, and be moved to make fresh efforts, if possible, to

counteract the nefarious operations of the slave-traders, by which it appears

from the Governor’s report, that the Province of Bengnella has been thrown

back from a condition of comparative prosperity and successful industry .to

the same state of misery and desolation which the Country presented in the

worst days of African Slave Trade.
I have, 850.

(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inelosure 2 in No. 313.

Sir R. Pakenham to Viscount d’Athoguia.

Sir, Lisbon, June 6, 1854. _

I AM ecommanded to inform your Excellency, that intelligence has

reached Her Majesty’s Government, 011 the correctness of which they believe

that they can rely, to the effect that the two vessels, the “ Guerra ” and the

“ Trajano,” which sailed frOm Oporto some time ago, supposed to be bound on

a slaving voyage, did in fact proceed to the Portuguese Settlement of Novo

Redondo, on the west coast of Africa, where they succeeded, each of them, in

embarking a cargo of slaves, with Which they sailed towards Cuba. Her

Majesty’s Government are assured that those two vessels are the property of a

Portuguese subject named Thomas da Costa Ramos, whose place of residence

is Lisbon ; and, that on board of one of them proceeded a certain. Benito

Derizanz, a native of Venezuela, who has acquired notoriety in the history of

the Slave Trade as the acknowledged partner of Da Costa Ramos.

This is no doubt the person whose name appeared so conspicuously in

the papers found on board the “ Valomso,” a vessel seized. by one of Her

Majesty’s cruizers 0n the coast of Brazil, in Jnne 1851, as the correspondent

of Francisco Antonio Flores, 0f Loanda, which fact I had the honour to bring

to your EXcellency’s notice a short time ago, as one tending to establish a case

of active participation in the Slave Trade against Flores.

get Mfijesty’s Government feel deep concern in being obliged ‘to lay
LASS . i
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before the Portuguese Government this fresh evidence of the impunity with
which vessels intended for the Slave Trade continue to be fitted out in the
ports of this country, thus obstructing and discouraging the increasing efforts
of Her Majesty’s Government, and 0f the Imperlal Government of Brawl, to
put a stop to that Traffic.

They are, however, willing to hope, that seeing the inadequacy of the
measures hitherto adopted to prevent those criminal evasions of the law, His
Most Faithful Majesty’s advisers will now be disposed to devise the means of
efficiently fulfilling the obligations of this country for the suppression of' the
Slave Trade, as well in what relates to the equipment of slave—vessels in
the ports of Portugal as to the shipment of Africaqs for sale from the Portu-
guese Settlements in Africa.

I have, &c.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.
 

Inclosure 3 in N0. 313.

Sir R. Pakenham to Viscount d’At/wguia.

Sir, , Lisbon, June 13, 1854.

WITH reference to the notes which I had the honour to address to your
Excellency on the 16th May and 6th June last, communicating the unwelcome
intelligence which had reached Her Majesty’s Government respecting the
revival of the Slave Trade on the west coast of Africa, I am now directed to
put your Excellency in possession of the information contained in the inclosed
cepies of two despatches lately received from the British Commissioners at
Loanda, which afford ample confirmation of the statement contained in my
note of the 6th June, relative to the embarkation of two cargoes of slaves on
board the vessels “ Guerra ” and “Trqjano,” which «were some months since so
openly equipped for the Slave Trade at Oporto.

I am likewise directed to request your Excellency’s particular attention
to the concluding paragraph of the Commissioners’ diespatch 0fthe 30th March,
describing the evil effects which the revival of the Slave Trade in Angola has
had upon the legitimate commerce between Portugal and the ports of Loanda
and Benguella. Her Majesty’s Government,viewing with deep concern the
mischief brought about by the facilities lately allowed for the revival of this
desolating Traffic, would earnestly recommend to His Most Faithful Majesty’s
Government the necessity of selecting for the now vacant Government of
Angola an oflFicer whose previous reputation and energetic qualities may leave
no doubt upon the minds of the slave-dealers as to his determination to remove
from that province the disgrace which will permanently attach to it, if the
local Government should continue, as lately, to permit the revival of the Slave
Trade within its limits.

I have, &c.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

No. 314.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Paken/zam‘

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, June 26, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 18th of June,alé and I have
to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government approve the letters which
you addressed to the Viscount d’Athoguia on the 16th ultimo, and 011
the 6th and 13th instant, respecting the equipment at Oporto of the slave-
vessels“ Guerra ”‘and “ Trcg'ano,” and respecting the revival of the Slave
Trade in the Province of Benguella.

I am, 860.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

1“ No. 313.
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No. 315.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received July 5.)

My Lord,
Lisbon, June 28, 1854.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the

14th June, inclosing an extract and a copy of two despatches from Her

Majesty’s Consul at St. Vincent’s, respecting the exportation of slaves from

Bissaoland Cacheu to Cuba, and also to the Cape de Verde Islands, and

directing me, in calling the serious attention of the Portuguese Government

to these statements, to point out the expediency of following the example of

the Spanish Government, by establishing in the Cape de Verde Islands 2.

s stem of registration of slaves like that lately established in Cuba.

I have the honour to submit a copy of a note which I have presented to

the Viscount d’Athoguia, in the sense of these your Lordship’s instructions,

With which note, your Lordship will perceive, I have placed in his Excellency’s

hands copies of Her Catholic Majesty’s late Dectee for the above mentioned

purpose, and others tending to improve the condltion 0f the black population

in the Island of Cuba.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure in No. 315.

Sir R. Pakenham to Viscount d’Athoguia.

Sir, Lisbon, June 22, 1854.

I AM directed to communicate to your Excellency the accompanying

extract and copy of two despatches, lately received by Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment from Her Majesty’s Consul for the Cape de Verde Islands: the first, stating

that several cargoes of slaves have lately been shipped from Bissao and Cacheu

to Cuba, and that there is a large schooner in process of construction at Bissao

under the superintendence of Spanish carpenters which is intended for the -

Cuba Slave Trade; the second, relating to the frequent transportation of

slaves which are said to take place from Bissao to the Cape de Verde Islands.

I am directed to request the serious attention of His Most Faithful Majesty’s

Government to these statements, and, with reference to the latter subject of

What may be called local Slave Trade, to point out to your Excellency the

expediency of following the example lately given by Spain by establishing a

system of registration of slaves in. the Cape de Verde Islands, in order that

the authorities of those islands may be enabled effectually to control the illegal

importation of new slaves, which Her Majesty’s Government are assured 'now

constantly takes place.
, With this view, I have the honour herewith to place in your Excellency’s

hands the inclosed printed copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at

Madrid, transmitting copies of three Decrees lately signed by Her Catholic

Majesty, providing for the registration of slaves, and other measures intended

for the improvement of the condition of the black population in the Island

of Cuba.
I take, &c.

(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 



332 PORTUGAL.

No. 316.

Sir R. P(Lkenham to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received July 5.)

(Extract) Lisbon, June 28, 1854.

I THINK it right to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, a nnmber
0f the Portuguese Official Journal containing a report of what passed m.the
Chamber of Peers, on the 17th instant, with reference to the Viscount Pinhen‘o’s
proceedings as Governor-General of Angola, and with reference also to the two
vessels “' Guerra” and “ ija-no,” and other matters connected With the Slave
Trade.

I also inclosea translated abstract of the same report.
With regard to the two slavers “ Guerra” and “ ijano,” I beg leave, in

like manner, to lay before your Lordship a translatlon of an ot’ficml letter
from the Minister of the Interior to the Minister for Foreign. Afi‘airs, which
has been communicated to me by the Viscount d’Athoguie, giving the result of
the inquiry set on foot in consequence of the information which I coinmu-
nicated to the Portuguese Government, as I had the honour to mention in my
despatch of 28th January last. * . . .

The papers transmitted with the offimal letter being very v_olulmnous, I heve
been obliged to limit myself to an abstract (1n Enghsh) of their contents, Wth‘l]
I have the honour herewith t0 inclose.

The substance of the whole is, that the authorities of Oporto declare, that it
has been impossible to find out anything respecting the two vessels of a nature
to justify proceedings against the owners or equippers on the ground of being
concerned in the Slave Trade.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 316‘,

Abstract of the Debate in the Chamber of Peers, on 17th June, 1854.

(Translation)

THE Viscount de Castro said, that he had in a former debate questioned
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and for the Marine Department with reference
to the conduct of the Portuguese Consul at Pel‘nambuco in connection with
the afi'air of the “Arrogante ” and the so called Traffic in -White Slaves.

That the Minister had then declared, with regard to the first point, that
he had called upon the said Consul for his report of the affair, and that he
Would do all in his power to abolish that Traffic, and if necessary would submit
to'the Cortes a project of law to that. end. Now he knew, that his Excellency
had received the report of the Consul, which he thought it would be but fair
to publish in the “Diario do Governo” seing that the accusations against
him were also published, and in the meantime he would await his Excellency’s
reply as to the measures adopted by the Government for putting a stop to
that most disgraceful Traffic, that he fully agreed with the assertion made by
his Excellency, that it is very difficult by positive and direct measures to
prevent emigration to Demerara and the Antilles, from Madeira and the
Azores, owing to the facilities Which these places offer for getting on board
and for evading the supervision of the authorities; but still the evils of this
system of emigration were so great, especially for those emigrating to the
Brazils, and not having wherewith to pay their passage, and Who, on their
arrival, were forced to sell‘their services to the first bidder in order- to pay
the captain for their conveyance, that he could not fail to call the serious
attention of the Government to this subject.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs said in reply, that with respect to the
Consul at Pernambuco, an impartial and prudent course had been adopted,
that he had been called upon for his defence, which, together with the accusa-
tions made against him, have been duly examined, by the crown lawyer, who
has given his opinion, and all these papers are ready for publication in the
“Diario do Governo.” That he agreed as to the necessity of adopting
measures for preventing the emigration, which is, unfortunately, carried on in

’5 See’Class B, presented 1854, N0. 363.
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a manner unworthy of the Portuguese nation, inasmuch as the poor emigrants,

who go to Brazil and other foreign countries, are treated by the captains of

vessels with very little charity, and suffer great inconvenience and hardship.

That as he had before stated, he was determined to submit for the approval

of the legislative body, measures for preventing the continuance of this

system of emigration ; but that the difficult point was, the carrying out of any

such law in foreign ports where no responsibility could be exacted, except by

means of a compact with those countries as suggested. He would acid, that

all the offers made by Government to these people,‘ of employment on the

continent, and even of engaging them for the Royal Navy, have been disre-

garded by them in their eagerness to emigrate to foreign countries, under the

delusive hope of making their fortunes.
Count Thomar rose to say, that the answers of the Minister of Marine

were highly gratifying as showing a tendency to proceed with justice and

impartiality in the case in question; that he wished he could say the same

with regard to another case, respecting which the only answer that he had

been able to obtain was, that the necessary information had not yet arrived.

He referred to the “Guerra ” and “ Tatiana,” and he could not but feel

some surprise at the want of information on the part of the Minister, when

it was known to all the world that these vessels took in slaves on the coast

, of Africa, and it was generally stated. that they had conveyed them to Cuba.

These facts then being admitted on all sides, it appeared to him impossible,

that after some months, and after the repeated notices contained in the

journals, both foreign and native, and when. even some foreign diplomatic

missions have received various comn‘mnications upon this subject,the Govern.»

ment alone should have received no information. That it was the duty of

the Government to obtain such infern'iation through their diplomatic and

consular agents at the proper places, and it might have been obtained from

the African Settlements, if certain measures had not been lately adopted by

the Governor-General, among Which may be noted the appointment of

civil officers whom it is much to be hoped are not in connivance with these

acts. v

One individual, generally accused of connivance in the Slave Trade, was

appointed ; it cannot be admitted that a Governor—General of a transmarine

province is authorized to dismiss all the officers of the province, including

those holding appointments from the Crown, and to substitute others of his

own choice, as was done at Angola ; and it is to be hoped, that this was not

done in order to cloak certain proceedings subsequently practised, but of

which his Excellency said, he was not yet in a position to speak; he must,

however, make a fresh and important notification to the Government, for he

had been assured that an agreement had been just concluded in this city,

for the purpose‘of carrying on the infamous rI‘ratlic of Slaves, and under the

auspices of an influential person in Africa, and beg of them to be upon their

guard. , V »

The Minister of Marine said, that believing as he did in the assertions

of the worthy peer who had just spoken, yet it was not always possible to
obtain proofs of such crimes; that he also could point out an individual who

had been indicated as a slaver by natives as well as foreigners, but the worthy

peer, who has already been amember of a court ofjustice, knows, that without

documents no man can be imprisoned. That with regard to the “ Guerra”

and “ Trqjano,” he had done all in his power to obtain correct information

of their movements, but without success; nor is this suprising, for if it were

true that they had effected their negotiation,ttlie‘y must have gone direct to

the Coast of Africa, and from thence to Cuba ;Jthfiat he had since learned

that‘the vessel whose name was Changed to “ Ermelimla ” was Very likely to

be the “Trajano,” and measures had been taken to try and capture this

vessel; that to the south of Benguella 300 slaves had been taken that were

ready for shipping; and that finally a vessel called the “Rosa” had taken

on board a number of slaves who had been usually engaged in collecting

orChella weed (“ urzella”) and had therefore disarmed suspicion as to their

intentions ; about 150 of them have however been apprehended by the English

and Portuguese cruizers.
. That he had felt inclined at first to request, that the worthy peer would

state the names of those persons who are‘ said to carry on the Slave Trade,
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but he had desisted from this step until sufficient and. convincing proofs

could be obtained of their culpability, in which case he would himself not

hesitate to expose them, that they might receive the punishment due to their

crimes.
\Vith reference to the Governorship of Angola, he would say, that the

person appointed in the place of the late Governor who is now in Lisbon, is

an officer who had held the Governorship of Benguelia, and. of whom good

reports had reached him from persons of every political shade, which showed

that there was no partiality ; this officer, whose name he could not recollect,

was by this time in possession of the Governorsluphf Angola, and he felt no

fear of ever having to regret having made this appomtmeut.

Count ThOmar said, that he was very sorry that the explanations given

by his Excellency the Minister of Marine were not altogether satisfactoty;

for, in the first place, there was no excuse for the Government in not being

able to obtain information respecting the slave-traders’ movements; the more

so as it had been stated by an Oporto newspaper, that the Government had

put a stop to the investigations on this subject,‘ maemuch as they would

involve certain persons who were connected With those 111 power; these

assertions had not been contradicted by the Government, nor had any

measures been taken to clear themselves from the imputation.

In the second place, with respect to the removal of the officers, whom

the Governor-Genei‘al of Angola replaced by others of his own selection, it

must be admitted, that the end in view was, not the: good of the public service;

and it would be well to know, whether the Government sanctioned the

dismissal of those functionaries who held appointments under the sea] of

the Sovereign, in order that they might be replaced by others, Who had

previously been sent out of the province, owing to their being convicted of

connivance in the Slave Trade. In fact, every citeumstance tends to show the

complete abuse of power, and the ends towards which it was directed, viz. :

those of private interests, and not the public good; it remains then for the

Government to take this matter up seriously, and to decide, whether these
measures are to be allowed or to be revoked.

Some further discussion took place in which the Viscount Fonte Arcade
and the Marquis Vallada joined, both of Whom censured the Government
for a want of proper energy in suppressing and punishing the arbitrary
conduct of some of the public servants. This was met by the Viscount de
Athoguia the Minister of Marine, with recriminations and comparisons of the
acts of former Governments.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 316.

The Minister of the Interior to the Affinisterjhr Foreign Afi’ait's.

(Translation) ,

Illustrious and. Excellent Sir, Hbmc Department, June 7, 1854.

AS soon' as this Department found out What the public journals denounced
with respect to the “ Guerra ” and the “ Trajano,” which were said to have
equipped in the Douro, and sailed from Oporto to be engaged in the Slave
Trade, I instructed the Civil Governor of the District of Oporto to proceed to
the most scrutinising investigations, in order to learn by evid ence, whether the
said vessels had or had not received that destination, as also the circum—
stances attending the case, and who were the persons implicated in that unlawful
Trade.

The said Magistrate complied by sending me the information contained in
the Inclosures Nos. 1 and 2 ; but at the same time, knowing that it was insuffi-
cient for a full elucidation of the case, he informed me that he would proceed
With fresh investigations until such time as he arrived at some result.

It was during this interval that Her Britannia h-Iajesty’s Minister at this
Court delivered, about the end of January of this year, a memorandum con-
taining some information on this subject, a copy of which your Excellency sent
me ’with your despatch of 16th May last. A translation of this memorandum
was immediately transmitted to the said‘ Civil Governor that he might take
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advantage of the suggestions contained therein, and proceed to the necessar

examinations with all the care which the case demanded. .

In consequence, therefore, of this, the persons pointed out in the memoran-

dum as being acquainted with the case, were called upon to declare what they

knew respecting the equipment and true destination of these two vessels.

From their declarations as shown in the annexed copy of the process No. 3,

nothing was learned upon the Subject. ,

The occurrence, if true, remains shrouded in mystery and secresy, and

the investigations which took place having failed in confirming what the press

affirmed With regard to the employment of these vessels, plainly shows, as the

Civil Governor truly remarks, the impossibility of obtaining data and informa-

tion sufficient to authorize the institution of legal proceedings against any

erson.
All which 1 have the honour to state to your Excellency, that you may be

pleased to make it known to the above mentioned British Minister for his

information.
G-od preserve, 8L0. , ‘

(Signed) R. FONSECA MAGALHAES.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 316.

Ewtract from the Process welati-ng to the “ Guerra” and the “ Trajano.”

(Translation) ,

DESPATCH of Minister of the Interior to the Minister for Foreign Affairs,

dated Lisbon, Jiine 7,1854, With three Inclosures. Copy and translation

annexed. -

Inclosure N0. 1.

Document 1.-—-Oimll Governor of Ophrto to Minister of the Interior.
Oporto, January 5, 1854.

Précis.—Has instructed the officer in charge of the police of the "port to

report the circumstances attending the departure of the “ Guerra” and

“ ijano,” and whether he had observed any indications which might lead to

a suspicion of their being equipped for a slaving voyage.

Document No. 2.-—~Delegate of Police to Civil Governm‘. Magarelos,
January 5, 1854.

Précis.——The “ Guerra ” cleared outwards for Santos, touching at Vienna,

and sailed from this port on the 9th November last, with a crew of fourteen

persons; this vessel sailed in ballast, and was t0 take in cargo at Vi-zuma. ; she

carried'uo paeaengers. ,

The “ Trajana ” clearecl outwards for Rio Grande do Sul, touching at the

Azores, and sailed” from this port on the 10th December last, with a crew of

eleven persons and one passenger; this vessel also sailed in ballast.

As these vessels were bound for Portuguese ports, they did not come within

the action of the laws enacted for vessels bound to Angola, and other African

ports, and therefore I did not examine the hold, but merely verified the number

of the crew and passengers, and in the discharge of these duties. 1 perceived no

article or circumstance leading to a suspicion of the nature indicated to Inc.

Document No. 3.-~Copies 0f the oficial entries of the departure of the
“ Guerra” and “ Trajana.”

Document No. 4.—Capy of Muster Roll of' "’ Trajana,” and description
ofpassenger.

Document No. 5.——Copy of the Muster Roll of the “‘ Guerra.”
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Inclosure He. 2.

Document No. 1.——Cim‘l Governor of Oporto to Minister of the Interior.

Oporto, January 23, 1854'.

Précis. —-Ha-s Continued to institute inquiries relating to the destina-

tion and other circumstances attending the departure of the “ Guerra” and the

“ ijana,” but which have as yet led to no result of the nature contemplated,
as will be seen from the annexed documents.

Document No. ‘2.

Bernardo Jose Matchado, merchant, of Oporto, and reputed cashier of the

“ Guerra ” and “ Trajana,” on being examined declared, that Manuel Francisco

Cardozo, a merchant of Fayal, was the owner of these vessels, and that he had

sailed in the “ Trajana,” being provided with a passport for England, conferred

by the Civil Governor of Lisbon, and bearing the visa 0f the Civil Governor of

Oporto. That with regard to their cargo and destination, the said Cardozo

had told him that they were intended for conveying emigrants from the Azores

t0 Santos and to Rio Grande do Sn], and had given him a list of stores and

provisions required, all of which were shipped through the Custom-house; that

said vessels were built at Villa Nova de Gaia, by C‘ustodio da. Silva Santos and

Carlos Joaquim d’Azevedo Varéta.

Document No. 3.

Joiio Gomes Pinto de Abreu, a member of the firm Daniel Irmiio and

00., shipping agents, on being examined declared that his firm had been

intrusted with the clearing out of said vessels, by their consignee, Bernardo Jose

Machado, a merchant of Oporto. \Vith regard to their destination, the “ Guerra”
was cleared for Santos, to touch at Vienna do Castello, and the “ ijana” for
Edi) Grande do Sul, to touch at the Azores ; that he believed they had sailed in

a last.

Document No. 4.—-Administmtm' of 1.5-1 W(ml to Civil Governorof Oporlo.
January, 23, 1854.

Précis.—From his inquiries it does not appear that the said vessels were

intended for a slavmg voyage, or that any articles or implements had been
purchased for such a purpose within his district.

Document No. 5.—~Adm-inistmtor of 2nd Ward to Civil Governo rof
Oporto. January 23, 1854:. ‘

Précis.——From the inquiries instituted in this district, it appears that no
articles of the nature indicated in the “Portuguez” newspaper, have been
supplied by the shops of this ward, nor are they kept in such quantities as to
cause a susp1c1on.

.. Document No. 6.—Administrator of 3cm Whrd to Civil Goverhor of
‘ Oporto. Jcmum'y 23, 1854. v

Précis.—Has not been able to obtain any confirmation of the suspicions
respecting the “ Guerra” and the “ Trajana. ,-” it is not proved that these
vessels refused to convey passengers or to carry cargo; neither is it true that
they had shipped at numerous crew, barrels of beads, slave- decks, &c.‘, and water,
&c. for a. number of persons. ' '

 

Inclosure‘ N0. 3.

Despatch of Civil Governor of Oporto i0 Minister of the Interior. Oporlo.
Mag, 31, 1854. - '

Précis.-—ln aecordance with instructions from the Home Department, has
proceedefl t0 examrne all the different persens pointed out as in any way con—
nectec} Wlth, 01‘ havmg any knowledge 01", the equipment of the “ Guerra.” and
“ Trajuna,” and liotivlthstanding all the efforts employed to find out whether
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these vessels were intended for a slaving voyage, no clue has been obtained

towards the discovery of the truth by means of these examinations, and of the

information received from d1ff'erent sources, as shown by the annexed documents.

Document No. 1.

Sebastiao Jose da Cunha Carmo, Captain of the “ Guerra,” declared, that on

10th November, 1853, his vessel being then ready for sea, and cleared by the

police, he came on Shore to set his chronometer, which had stopped; that in the

meantime the vessel sailed out in the direction of Vianna; that on the following

day he went by land to Vianna, intending there to embark, and take the com-

mand of the vessel, the st te of the weather, however, prevented her from

entering that port, and. he stayed at the house of the consignee, José Caetano

da Silva, till the 20th, when he returned to Oporto. That the crew consisted of

fourteen men including himself ; that the water taken in was only sufficient for

the crew on their voyage; that she was ballasted with stenes, had on board some

stores and provisions, some wine, and some closed cases, Contents unknown to

him, but which came on board with the custom-house clearance and with the

manifest, under a sealed cover, addressed to the Director of the Custom—hOuse,

at Vianna ; that all his clothes, charts, and nautical instruments, &Lc., went in

the vessel; that the owner, Manuel Francisco Cardozo, was on board, and caused

the vessel to sail without him, saying that he would come off in a boat; but this

he was unable to do on account of the weather, and for that reason he had gone

to Vianna.

Document No. 2.

Senhor Antonio Ferreira da Silva, merchant and landowner, a Brazilian

subject resident in this city, declared, that he knew nothing about the vessels

“ Guerra” and “ Trajana,” further than what was mentioned in the public

journals.
Document No. 3.

.1050 Faneca, a boatman, declared that he knew nothing about the crews. of

these vessels, their cargo or victualling, and only knew that they were built at

' Villa Nova de Gaia.

Document No. 4.

Rodrigo Antonio Lopes, the pilot that piloted the “ Trajana,” declared that

the crew consisted of from twelve to fourteen men, which was the usual number

or a vessel of her class ; that he had no further information to offer.

Document No. 5. ,

Antonio Joaquin de Souza Carvalho, pilot on board the “ Trajana,” declared,

that the crew consisted of about thirteen men ; that he had nothing further

to state as it was not his business to inquire into other particulars.

Document No. 6. ,

Joao Martins de Carvalho, the pilot that piloted the “ Guerra,” declared,

that the crew consisted of about twelve men; that with regard to passengers

he knew nothing, as he had not left the deck; that he had made no inquiries

and therefOre had nothing further to state.

Document No. 7.

José Mouthiuo de Souza, pilot on board the “ Guerra,” declared, that the

crew consisted of about twelve or fourteen men; that the Captain was not on

board when the vessel sailed; that it was said. he was going by land to Vianna,

there to embark; that the vessel sailed by order of the cashier or consignee,

who was on board at the time of sailing. That he knew nothing'respecting the

water, cargo, or stores of the vessel.

Document No. 8.

José Pinto da Costa, junior, a Wine-merchant, and owner of a cooperage at

Villa Nova. de Gaia, declared that Bernardo Jose Machado, a merchant of
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Operto, had ordered from him 28 pipes including 4 casks holding each 4 pipes;

for the “ Guerra,” and 24 pipes, including also 4 casks for the “ Trajana ;” and.

that he knew nothing further respecting the equipment of these vessels!

Document No. 9.

Carlos Joaquim d’Azevedo Varéta, shipbuilder, declared that he had built

the “ Guerra,” by order of Bernardo José Machado, a merchant of Oporto, who

said she was for a fruit vessel; that he had never built a slaver, but that he knew

how they were built ; the “ Guerra ” was not built so; that since the vessel was

launched he had not been on board of her ; and that he had nothing further to

declare.

Document No. 10.

Jose Francisco dos Santos, ironmaster, declared, that by order of Bernardo

José Machado, he had made all the iron work required for the “ Guerm,” and

he had also made the necessary iron work for the “ Trajana” by order of the

builder, Custodio Martins da Silva Santos; that this iron-work was such as is

usually made for new vessels, via, nails, bolts, ring-bolts, thimbles, 850.; and

that no chains or handcuffs were made by him, 1101' did he know that such had

been made at any other place.

Document No. 11.

Gaspar da Cunha Luna, Bachelor of Arts, Director of the Massarellos
Foundry, declared, that from September to November last, that foundry had

made three pieces of chain for bob—stays, and a cooking—range for the “ Trajana,”

that another range was also made there for the “ Guerra ;” that this was the

whole of the iron—work supplied from said foundry to these vessels.

Document No. 12.

José Joaquim dos Santos, magistrate of the parish of Santa Marinha de

Villa Nova de Gaia, stated, that two individuals from his parish had sailed in

these vessels, one named Narcizo, a foundling, the other named Ermenigildo de

Pernambuco, a native of Oporto; both had been engaged by the Captain of the

“ Guerra,” and it was said by some ferrymen, that they were engaged to go to
the coast of Africa ; that these ferrymen had also gone to sea subsequently.

Document No. 13.

Joaquim José Pinto, a farmer of Avintes, stated, thathis son, Manuel J056

Pinto, sailed in the “ Guewa,” saying, that he was going to the Islands, and from

thence to Brazil; that he had not heard of him since.

Document No. 14.

Anna de Jesus, of the parish ofValboin, wife of Joao dos Santos, a mariner,
declared that her husband had gone to sea about five months since ; did not
know in what vessel; that he said he was going to the Islands and from thence
to Rio Grande ; he never said, that he was going to the coast of Africa 01' to
Angola; that he left her no money.

. Document No. 15.

Maria (la Cruz, a widow, and mother to Pedro da Silva, declared, that in the
beginning of December her son came home, and. said, that his ship was to sail
soon, and that if he did not return that clay it was a sign that he had sailed ;
that he had left her no money.

. Document No. 16.

Anna da Silva, daughter to Maria da Cruz, and sister to Pedro (la Silva,
repeated the above (leelaratlon. ,

Document No. 17. V

. Gaspar G'ongalves ale Castro; magistrate of the parish of Santa Christovfio
(le Mafamucle, stated, that three individuals from his parish had. sailed in these
Vessels, namely, Antomo Fernandes <1’Oliveira, Domingos de Sai, and, Francisco
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dos‘Reis ; that the first had received from the captain 13,000 reis, on account

of his wages; this he gave to his mother; the second received 9,600 reis; the

third received nothing; that the mother of Francisco dos Reis had said, that her

son was gone to the coast of Africa.

Document No. 18.

Rosa (10 Jesus, a Widow, of the parish of Santa Christovfio, declared, that

herzson, Franmsco Perren'a dos Reis, was engaged to go in the “Trajana ;” that

she did. not know where it was bound to; that she had received no money from

her son.

Document No. 19.

Maria de Jesus declared, that on the 16th November, her son Antonio

Fern‘andes, went to sea; she did. not know the name of the vessel ; that her son

said he was going to Australia; that the mate told him he was going to a cold

country, and gave him first 9,600 reis, and afterwards half a sovereign to buy

warm clothes; did not know the name of the mate; has not heard since of

her son.

Document No. 20.

Maria Roza‘ de 8a, declared, that her son sailed in the same vessel with

Antonio Fernandes; did not know the name of the vessel; had heard they were

going to Australia ; did not know who engaged him; that he received 9,600 reis,

but gave her nothing.

Document No. 21.

David Hargreaves, a British subject, formerly director of the Bicalho

Foundry, stated that in- October and November of 1853, the said foundry sup-

plied the “ Guerra ” with various articles of iron and brass work, as also to the

“Trajana ;” these were ordered by the captains of the vessels resPectively, and.

the accounts were paid by Bernardo José Machaclo, a merchant of Oporto.

Document No. 22.——-Director of Oporto Custom House to Civil Governor

of Oporto. March 11, 1854.

. Précis.——Vessels sailing for Brazil, or for ports of the kingdom, have

custom-house guards on board only when their cargo consists of re-expOrtation

goods, which was not the case with the “ Guerra ” and “ Trajana ,-” therefore no

information can he obtained through this medium.

Document No. é3.——Administrator of 37d Ward to Civil Governor of

Oporto. Apri28,1854.

Transmitting despatches {of the several magistrates with. information

respecting the crews of the “ Guerra ” and the “ Trajana.”

Document No. 24. '

Magistrate of the parish of Foz states, that no person from his parish had

sailed in the “ Guerra ” or “ Trajana.”

Document No. 25.

Magistrate of the parish of'Lordeilo do Ouro'States, that the “ Guerra” and.

the “ Trajana,” were built at Villa Nova de Gaia, and not atRibeira do .Ouro.

Document No. 26. , .

Magistrateof the parish of Massarellos states, that only one individual from

.his parish was engaged to form part of the crews of the “Guerra ” 0r “Trajana,”

by name Antonio José Machado; his wife refused to answer any questions.

, Document No. 27.

‘ Magistrate of'the parish of Miragaia. states, that tohis knowledge, mine of

the inhabitants of his parish had sailed in the “ Guerra ” or “ Trajana ;’* and

that he has not been able to collect any information.
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Document No. 28.

Magistrate of the parish of S. Nicolan states, that he could not discover

that any of the residents of his parish had sailed in the “ Guerra ”_0r “ Twyoma ;”

was informed that the crews and captains were engaged 1n Llsbon, w1th the

exception of three men, of which two were taken from the “ Rapxda,” and the

third was a resident at Massa‘rellos.

Document No; 29.

Administrator of the district of Bongas states, that not a singlepersen was

engaged from that district for the crews of the “ Guerra " and “Trajanafl

Document No. 30.

Magistrate of the parish of Matosinhos states, that no person was engaged

for the “ Guerra, ” and “ Trajana” from his parish.

Document No. 31.

Administrator of the district of Gaia states, that not a single mariner was

engaged from the parish of Avintes for the “ Guerra, ” and “Trajana.”

Document No. 32.

Magistrate of the parish of Avintes states, that no person had left his
parish to go to sea in the “ Guerra. ” or “ Trajana.”

 

No. 317.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, Foreign Ofiz'ce, July 7, 1854.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 28th ultimo,* inclosing a

copy of a note which, in compliance with the instructions contained in
my despatch of the 14th of June, you addressed on the 22nd June
to the Viscount d’Athoguia, calling his Excellency’s attention to the
recent shipments of slaves from the Portuguese possessions of Bissao and
Cacheu, and suggesting the establishment of a system of registration of slaves
in the Cape Verd Islands; and I have, in reply, to inform-you that I
approve your note of the 22nd ultimo to Viscount d’Athoguia on this
subject. '

I am, 8w.
( Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 318.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.+—(Received Julyr25.)

(Extract) Liston, July 18, 1854.

WITHIN the last few days the Portuguese Ministers have again been taken
to task in the Chamber of Peers on account of things which are said to' have
occurred on the coast of Africa,‘showing a want of efficiency on the part of
the local authorities in fulfilling the obligations of this country for the suppres-
sion of the Slave Trade.

It is reported, on the faith of a letter lately received from Loanda, that a
Portuguese colonial vessel, called the “ Trindade,” had been captured by. none of
Her Majesty’s cruizers, bound for one of the Portuguese islands, and having on
board a. number of negroes; and that it had been attempted to justify the
irregularity so committed by the exception. contained in Article V of the
Treaty of 3rd July, 1842, by which the right is reserved to Portuguese settlers,
removing from one Portuguese possession to another, to take with them, in

* No. 315. '
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certain cases, as many as 10 slaves, provided that such slaves be bona fide

domestic servants.
It was very p1'0pe'rly observed by the Marquis de Vallada, in the discussion

to Which I refer, that it would require but a little laxness or connivance on the

part of the public authorities, in issuing the papers required to legalize these

operations, to make the exceptional provision contained in Article V of the

Treaty 3. cover for slave-trading to any extent;

The Viscount d’Athoguia stated in reply, that the Government had received

no authentic or official account of the capture of any colonial vessel by a

British cruizer, but that a protest had been made at Loanda by the British

Commissioners against abuses which were attempted to be committed under

favour of Article V of the Treaty, and he promised to lay before the Chamber,

without loss of time, any further or more precise information Which might

reach him respecting the transactions referred to.

It must be very painful to Her Majesty’s Government to hear of the

repeated instanCes which have lately been brought to light of the successful

evasion of the laws and engagements of this country for the preventiOn of the

Slave Trade, particularly after the progress which seemed to have been made

towards the complete extinction of that Traffic and. its attendant abominations.

 

, No. 319.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clare"dont-4—(Received July 25.)

My Lord, Lisbon, July 18, 1854.

I HAVE the honour herewith to inclose a translation of a note from

the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs, in answer to one which, in

fulfilment of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of

31st May,* I addressed to his Excellency on the 13th of last month, pointing

out the reduced state of the Portuguese naval force on the west coast, and

recommending that measures might be taken to restore it to a state of greater

efficiency. A copy of my note of 13th June was transmitted with my despatch

of the 18th June. ~

Your Lordship will perceive from the Viscount d’Athoguia’s answer, that

he promises, notwithstanding the defective condition of the Portuguese naVy

and the limited resoui'ces at the disposal of the Government, that every effort

shall he made to reinforce the station of [Angola with one more ship of war.
I have, Szc. .

(Signed) 'R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure in No. 319.

Viscount d’Athaguia to Sir R, Palmzham; "

(Translation.) . Palace, July 12, 1854.

HAVING brought to the knowledge of the Marine Department the

contents of the note which you were pleased to address to me on the 13th

June last, in which, by order of your Government, you represented the necessity

for the reinforcement of the Portuguese naval station at Angola for the pre-

vention of the Slave Trade, in accordance with the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842,

between Portugal and Great Britain, I have the honour to state to you, that on

the 30th of June it was communicated to me through that Department, that,

* No. 307.
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notwithstanding the deficient state of the Portuguese navy and the small means
at disposal, every effort will be made to reinforce that station with some other
vessel of war.

I renew, 8L0.
(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

No. 320.

Sir R. Pakenham t0 the Earl of Clarendonn—(Received July 25.)

My Lord, Lisbon, July 18, 1854.

I HAVE reason to hope that after the close of the present session of the

Cortes, the Portuguese Government will at length issue a Decree for the

registration of slaves in the Portuguese Colonial Poesessionsrua measure which

has been often talked of in thisicountry, and mueh desired by Her Majesty’s
Government, although hitherto Without efl'ect.

Your Lordship is aware, that according to the constitutional arrangements

of Portugal, power is reserved to the Government to introduce measures of a

legislative character for the colonies when the Cortes are not in session, subject
always to the ultimate approval of the Chambers.

This, I understand, is the course Which the Government propose to adopt

with reference to the Decree for the registration of slaves ; and it is certainly
a safer and more expeditious way of proceeding, than to expose the measure

to the delays and vicissitudes attending its progress through the Cortes,
according to the usual forms of legislation.

I have, &c.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

No. 321.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenheni.

Sir, _ , Foreign Ofiice, July 29, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 18th instant,* reporting that
the attention of the Portuguese Ministry had been called in the Chambers
of Peers to a recent case of connivauce 011 the part of the authorities of
Loanda, in a slave-trading transaction. ,

I have to instruct you to inform the Viscount d'Athoguia 0f the extreme
regret with which Her Majesty’s Government learn these repeated instances of
the revival of the Slave Trade in the deminions of His Most Faithful Majesty.
You will state that Her Majesty's Goyernment do not for a moment suppose
that such outrages 0n humanity, and violations of Treaty engagements, are
sanctioned by the Portuguese Government; but, on the other hand, they cannot
doubt, that if greater care were observed in the selection of colonial authorities,
if greater vigour were displayed in the prevention of the Slave Trade, and
less favour shown to notorious or detected criminals who have been guilty of
dealing in slaves, the good faith of Portugal would not now be called in
question; nor would it be the painful duty of Her Majesty’s Government to
protest against the Traffic in human beings, Which is once more actively carried
on in Portuguese possessions. ,

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

. * No.‘ 318.
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No. 322.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakmham.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, July 29, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 18th instant,* and I heve

in reply to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government learn with satisfactlon

the intention of the Portuguese Government, stated in Viscount d’Athogule’s

note of the 12th instant, to reinforce their squadron 0n the west coast of Africa
by another ship of war.

You will report to me whether a vessel is sent for that purpose.
I am, &0.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 323.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, . v Foreign Ofice,'J-uyly 29, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 18th instantj‘ stating that
you have reason to hope that the Portuguese Government will, after the close
of the present session of the Cortes, issue a Decree for the registration of
slaves in the Colonial Possessions of Portugal.

The enactment of such a Decree would afl'ord Her Majesty’s Government
great satisfaction ; and I have to desire, that on the closing of the Cortes, you
will remind. the Portuguese Government of their expressed intention with
regard to this matter.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 324.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakeuham.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Oflice, August 24:, 1854. ,
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, a. copy of a despatchI Which I have

received from Her Majesty’s Slave Trade Commissioners at Loanda, inclosing a,
copy of a, communication Which they had received from the Government of
Angola. with reference to certain discussions between themselves and the
Governor of that province; and I have to instruct you to bring this paper
before the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Afi'airs, and to state that it in- very
painful to Her Majesty’s Government to receive, and to have to remonstrate
against, these constant proofs of the unwillingness of the Portuguese authorities
to aid in the suppression of Slave Trade.

. . . , I am, &c. v v .
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 325.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl‘of Clarendon.e-(Received August 24.)

My Lord, ‘ ‘ ‘ 0mm, August 18, 185.4.
_ I’ HAD the honour on the 12th instant to receive yOur Lerdship’s
despatches of the 29th July.

#6 No. 319. t No. 320. 1 Class A, No. 65.
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I have fulfilled the instruction contained in your Lordship’s first despatch
of that date* by expressing to the Viscount d’Athoguia, in the words made use
of by your Lordship, the regret with which Her Majesty’s Government have
heard of the repeated instances which have lately been noticed of the revival
of the Slave Trade in the Portuguese dominions, with the supposed connivance
of the local authorities. ‘

The instructions contained in your L0rdship’s .other despatches of the
same date shall likewise be fulfilled on the first opportunity.

I have 8:0.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

No. 326.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Paicenham.

Sir, ‘ Ir‘oreign Qflice, August 25, 1854.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 10th of November, 1853,f
communicating the refusal of the Portuguese Government to accede to
the proposal made by Her Majesty’s Government to remove, at their own
expense, from Angola to a British colony, the negrqes who have been liberated
by the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission Court at Loanda, I have
to inform you that I transmitted a copy of your despatch in question to Sir
George Jackson, and I now transmit to you, for your information, a copy of a
despatchI which 1 have received from Sir George Jackson in reply, inclosing
copies of correspondence which had passed between himself and the Governor-
General of Angola upon this subject.

I am 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 327.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pukenham.

Sir, fibreign Ofice, August 26, 1854.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch§

which I have received from Sir George Jackson, Her Majesty’s Slave Trade
Commissioner at Luanda, inclosing copies of a correspondence which took
place between him and the President of the Provisional Government of Angola,
respecting the reconstruction of‘ the Board of Superintendence of Liberated
Negroes at Loanda, which had become necessary upon the retirement of the
Viscount de Pinheiro; and I'have to inform you that I have approved Sir
George Jackson’s proceedings in that matter. _

r ' I am, &c‘. ‘
(Signed) ' CLARENDON.

 

No. 328,

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earliof Clarendon.—-—(Receivecl September 3.)

(Extract) ’ Ci-nt’ra, August, 28, 1854.

IN‘obedience t0 the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch
of the 29th July,“ that I should report to your Lordship whether a vessel
had been dispatched to reinforce the Portuguese squadron on the coast
of Africa, as promised by Viscount d’Athoguia’s note of 12th July;

* No. 321. 1- See Class B, presented 1854, No. 335. I Claés A, No. 95.
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I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that I find upon inquiry

that no vessel has yet been sent on that service, there being at this moment

no suitable vessel disposable or in a state of efficiency; but there are two small

vessels, the “ Mondego,” and the “ Villa Flor,” now under repair in the Tagus,

and the Viscount d’Athoguia informs me, that as soon as one of those vessels

can be got ready it shall be sent to the west coast of Africa for the purpose

desired by your Lordship.

 

No. 329.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 3.)

My Lord, Ointra, August 28, 1854.

I HAVE not failed to fulfil the orders contained in your Lordship’s despatch

of the 29th July,'*‘ respecting the proposed measure of providing for' the

registration of slaves in the Colonial Possessions of Portugal; and I am assured

that the Portuguese Government are seriously engaged, in conjunction with

the Ultra-Marine Council, in preparing a Decree on the subject, With a view to

its promulgation before the next meeting of the Cortes. ' .

I hope that in the course of a few days, I shall have an opportunity of

ascertaining more particularly what are the provisions of this Decree, in order

to be able to communicate them to your Lordship. .
I have, &c.

(Signed) IR. PAKENHAM.

 

No. 330.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, September 7, 1854.

WITH reference to your deepatch .of the 28th of February lasth I

transmit to you a copy of a desPatchj: from Her Majesty’s Slave Trade Com-

missioners at Loanda, respecting their relations with the Provincial G0vernment

of Angola, and respecting the expulsion of Flores. And I have to call your

attention to a passage in that despatch, in Which it is stated that Viscount de

Pinheiro, having heard that a Portaria was about to be issued, ordering the

expulsion of Flores, had, before his relinquishing the G0vernment of Angola,

furnished him with a passport enabling him to leave Loanda When he thought

proper. '
I have to instruct you to make inquiry into the truth of this statement,

and to report to me the result of your investigations; should it prove to be
correct, you will call the attention of the Portuguese Government thereto.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

' No. 331.

Sir R. _Palcenham to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received September 12.)

My Lord, Ointra, September 8, 1854.

I HAD the honour on the lst of this month to receive your Lordship’s
«despatches of the 23rd, 24th, 25th, and. 26th of August.

In fulfilment of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch ofthe

23rd ultimo,I will cOmmunicate tothe Viscount d’Athoguia the information trans—

mitted by Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, relative to the intention of
Senhor Souza and Almeida to abandon his scheme for transporting a hundred

of his slaves from Benguella to Prince’s Island, by virtue of a privilege granted

to him by the Portuguese Government, and this because he has been advised V
that it would. be more for his advantage to buy slaves in Prince’s Island than to
transport them thither from Benguella.

* No. 323. J[See Class B, presented 1854, No. 377. :1: See Glass A, No. 68.
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It is now some time since the Viscount d’Athoguia told me, that he also had
heard that it was not his (Senhor Souza’s) intention to act upon the privilege
which had been granted to him, because he had ascertained that it was not likely
to be remunerative.

I have, 810.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

No. 332.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, September 8, 1854.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, the copy of a desipatch9t which I have received
from Her Majesty’s Consul at the Cape Verd Islands, reporting that a number
of slaves, whom he supposes to have been newly imported ones, had been sold
by auction in the public square of Porto Praia; and I have to instruct you to
urge the Po‘rtuguese Government to make an immediate and searching inquiry
respecting this disgraceful occurrence, and to punish the parties concerned.

1 am, 830.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 333.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received September 25.)

My Lord, Lisbon, September 18, 1854.

I HAVE the honour herewith to inclose translations of a note and
its inclosure, which I have received from the Viscount d’Athoguia, purport-

ing to he in answer to my notes of the 16th May and 13th June last (of which
copies were transmitted with my despatch of the 18th June), communi-
cating the information which your Lordship had received from Her Majesty’s
Commissioners at Loanda, relative to certain embarkations of negroes on a large
scale which had taken place in the Portuguese Province of Benguella.

The papers which accompany Viscount d'Athoguia’s note, appear to me to
relate to the very transactions reported to your Lordship by Her Majesty’s
Commissioners in their despatches 0f the 23rd and 80th of March last, and to
furnish distressing confirmation of the extent to which the Slave Trade is now
carried on in the Province of Benguella ; and, if confidence is to be placed in the
statements of the Lieutenant-Governor of that province, of the inadequate
means at his disposal to repress these criminal operations.

Your Lordship will perceive that the concluding“ part of the Viscount
d’Athoguia’s note contains fresh assurances of the desire of His Most Faithful
Majesty’s Government to follow the recommendation of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment with respect to the character of the officer to be appointed to the vacant
Governorship of Angola, adding, that the oflicer now temporarily acting in that
capacity is a person whose integrity and intelligence no one has yet dared to
"all in question. -

I have, &c.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 333.

Viscount d’Atlzogm'a to Sir R. Pakenham.

(Translation) V Lisbon, September 9, 1854.

IN answer to the notes which you were pleased to address to me on the 16th
May and 13th June last, relative to the increase which you say the Slave Trade
has assumed in the Province of Angola, and in which you express, by order of
Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, the necessity which exists that the
Governor who may be appointed to that province should be a person of such

’5 No. 369.
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character and energy as to deprive the slave—‘traders of the hope of being able

to continue their criminal speculations, I have the honour to place in your

hands the inclosed extracts and copies of some official letters from the Governor-

General of that province, and from the Governor of Benguella, which were

transmitted to me through the Department of Marine, with the documents to

which they refer, copies of which are herewith inclosed. .

From the contentS of these papers you will perceive, that if in reality that

odious commerce has there increased, through the means of which the traders in

human flesh have availed themselves, the respective authorities have not on

this account omitted to take all the measures within their reach to prevent it,

as it was their duty.
With respect to the nomination of a new G-overnor—General, possessed of

the qualifications above pointed out, I can assure you, Sir, that His Majesty’s

Government will not neglect to take into due consideration the advice which

on give by order of your Government, when this nomination takes place,

although the officer now temporarily charged with that Government is a person

whose integrity and intelligence no one has yet dared to call in question.
I take, 8m. "

(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

Inclosure 2— in No. 333.

The Governor of Benguella to the Delegate 0f the Attorney— General.

(Translation) /

Illustrious Sir, Governor’s Oflice, Bengaella, February 7, 1854.

IT being generally affirmed that the following individuals, Ignacio Pereira

de Macedo, José Antonio Fernandes, Francisco Antonio Monteiro, and One

called J 0210 Verde, absented themselves from this city, or some part Within its

jurisdiction, without passports, there being strong reasons for believing that

they sailed in the vessels that lately shipped slaves to the south of Benguella;

and convinced that it is not possible to obtain sufficient proofs for the due
punishment of these smugglers, and in order that they may not shortly return

with impunity to the city ; ,
The Governor determines that you should legally investigate the clandes-

tine absence of the said individuals; and if it be proved to be such, to accuse

them of a public crime, the accusation to remain open till such time as it

prescribes by law. -
God preserve, 8m. V

(Signed) CASEMIRO SERVICES MARG‘IOCHI,
Secretary.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 333.

- The late Governor of the Province of Angola to the Governof of Benguella.

(Extract) . '

(Translation) ‘ February 11, 1854;
I HAVE the honour to lay before your Excellency the inclose'd'copy of a

despatch which I have caused to be addressed to the Delegate of the Attorney—
General in this district, instructing him to proceed to a legal investigation
respecting the clandestine departure from this city, or from some parts of the
coast within its jurisdiction, of the four individuals therein mentioned,,there
being every reason to believe that they sailed in the vessels that lately took in
slaves to the southward of this city; and as it is not, possible to obtain proofs
for the judicial condemnation of the principals in those illicit and pernicious
speculations, that at least their unknown and inferior agents may’not return
with impunity to the very country in which they committed these delihQuencies.
This is the end I had in. view in ordering this legal proceeding. There is a
tumour of a fresh embarkation of slaves having been effected to the south.
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Inclosure 4 in N0. 333.

The Governor of Benguella to the late Governor of the Province of Angola.

(Extract)

(Translation.) M'arch 3, 1854.

THE shipment of slaves Which I mentioned to your Excellency in
my despatch of 11th ultimo as extremely likely? took place on the 23rd
ultimo from the beach of Limage, where the two last shipments were also
effected. It is said, that the brig “ Serra do Pilar’,’ was off that place 011 the
22nd, andthe slaver was only a few miles to the south. The latter would
have been taken, if the brig had held on in that direction a little longer, which
unfortunately she did not. I will furnish your Excellency with further details
later, as I expect to obtain more certain information, and as at present the state
of my health will not allow me to write much. Yesterday I caused all the
disposable force to proceed to Dombe Grande, as the Chief of that place
asked for assistance against a band of natives. I am this day informed, how—
ever, that they were few in number, and that they were repelled. This despatch
will be sent by the schooner “ Gratidao.” The schooner “Conselho ” and
the polaque “ Esperanga” are still in the south.

 

Inclosure 5 in No. 333.

The Governor of Benguella to the Governor of the Province of Angola.

(Translation)

Illustrious and EXCelleut Sir, Benguella, Jilm‘ch 21, 1854.

LAST night about 400 slaves left this city, on the road to Domhe
Grande, and in the direction of the south coast, destined to be exported beyond
the sea. I was informed of this at about midnight, they having left about an
hour since. I immediately caused all the disposable force to follow them ; and
at the same time I sent an express to Dombe, to instruct the Chief of that
place to oppose the passage of the party. A soldier who has just arrived on
service from that district, informs me, that he met the party of slaves at
Quipopa, about half way between this city and Dombe; that the mounted
express was very near upon them, and would pass on before them by another
road, as he was instructed; and that finally the troops were about three
leagues in their rear. Owing to the slow progress of the manacled slaves, I
trust that they will be overtaken, and that justice will be enabled to make an
example, in order to suppress these scandalous proceedings. But. as this plan
might fail, it became therefore necessary to send by 55% to stop the emharkation
of the slaves. The schooner “ Conselho” had arrived here on the same night
(20th instant), having sailed from Mossamedes on the 15th. She was to
proceed to—day to Loanda, but I considered it absolutely necessary to send her
again to the south, to cruise at the place where theprojected embarkation
would belikely to take place, till such time as the brig “ Serra do Pilar ”
should arrive, which you tell me in’ your despatch of the lst instant
will be shortly. The above-mentioned schooner has sailed on this service, I
sent in her the Second Lieutenant Campina to assist her Commander, he being
the best acquainted with the coast. To bring all these occurrences to your
Excellency’s knowledge, I am about to despatch a state launch to that city.
With a troubled spirit at the sight of the unbridled increase of this most
fatal passion for the Traflic in Slaves, and with a broken body, owing to the
hard labour which I have undergone in opposing it, although up to the present
With but little success, it would be very consoling; to me, that your Excellency
should believe in my zeal, and excuse any‘errer of judgment which I may
commit through it. ' '

God preserve, Sac. ' ,
(Signed) JOSE R. COELHO DO AMARAL.
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Inclosure 6 in No.‘ 333.

The Governor- General of the Province of Angola to the Department of Marine.

(Extract)
(Translation) March 23, 1854.

FROM the inclosed copy of an official letter which I have just received

from the Governor of Beuguella, your Excellency will perceive, that on the

23rd of February last, another embarkation of slaVes took place at Port of

Limage, notwithstanding that all possible pains were taken to prevent it, not

only by making use of the scanty means which I have at my disposal, but even

by giving notice to the ships of the British naval station of the suspicions

which I entertained, in order that we might both in common exert ourselves

in frustrating the views of the smugglers, as, in fact, took place, without

unfortunately obtaining the desired result. Of all these occurrences, I have

given your Excellency circumstantial information in my preceding confidential

despatches, to the contents of which I again beg leave to request your Excel-

lency’s attention, because this affair is becoming more and more serious, and

there being near 2000 leagues distance uuprovided with the necessary elements

to unclerstaud exact}y what may be the conduct of the public functionaries of

this province. The successive realization of such imdertakings must affect

more or less the credit of the same functionaries, who in this way labour under
unmerited censure, on account of their mpposed want of activity, or neglect
on their part. .

From the copies to which the inclosed despatch refers, your Excellency
Will perceive, that already the requisite proceedings have been undertaken at

Benguella, against the persons suspected of connivance at the last shipments,

but simply from circumstances as yet ill confirmed. Nevertheless, I hope that
these proceedings will have some influence in arresting the rapid progress

Which this illegal Traffic was assuming. -

 

Inclosure 7 in N0. 333.

The Governor of Benguella to the Governor of the Province of Angola.

(Translation)

Illustrious and Excellent Sir, Benguella, ltIarch 24, 1854.

THE hrig-of-war the “Moeamhique ” arrived here this day, at 3 P.M., from

Lisbon, in 107 days, having touched at St. Jago de Caho Verde and Mossamedes ;

she proceeds to—morrow to Loanda. I avail myself of this opportunity to

inform your Excellency, with reference to the subject ofmy confidential despatch

of the 2lst instant, that 105 of the slaves of the troop which left Benguella fer

Domhe Grande, and which I had caused to be followed by a military force, were

taken as stated in the said despatch. Two of the conductors, who are white

men, and clerks to merchants in this city, were also apprehended with the
slaves. “ ' ' '

The other two conductors were enabled to escape, together with some of

the slaves, as they were at some distance from the prisoners, and Were informed
of their capture. ' ‘ ' i

This afi'air is in the hands of the judicial authorities; A launch was also

taken, conveying slaves from Novo Redondo, or from the 'vicinity of that fort,

to the south. The authorities have also taken cognizance of this transgression.
All these facts, confirm the rumours which‘I was convinced were truejof the
presence of a vessel on the coast waiting to take in slaves. It does not appear
to Inez that either the capture'of the 105 slaves, or the sailing 0f the schooner
“ Conselho ” to the south, are serious obstacles to the realization of that criminal
enterprise. According to information which I can depend upon, it appears
that there are already slaves collected at the point of embarkation, and that
several launches have passed to the south with slaves, coming like the one that
was captured, from the direction of Novo Redondo and Quicombo. Therefore,
I have no doubt that the slaver Will have already completed her shipment by the
time the schooner “Conselho” arrives there. All this renders it my duty to
urge the necessity of sending the “ Serra do Pilar ” or another vessel if possible,
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and if the shipment which is going 011 cannot be prevented, which is unfortu—
nately too probable, future shipments may at least be pi‘ej'ented, for I have
reason to believe, that the slave-dealere are disposed to profit bythe complete
absence of cruizers, both national and English, to carry on then‘ enterprlses
with facility. ‘ _ e . _

I have not yet been able to dispatch the launch “ Qulnze de Mano.” owmg
to the want of repairs for enabling her to carry the gun, and other requirements
for the service to Which she is destined. I am, however, actively engaged in
getting her ready. It would be well if another midshipman was sent to com—
mand her, as Carlos F. P. d’Almeida’s services cannot be spared from Loanda.

God preserve, the. . i _
(Signed) JOSE RODRIGUES COELHO DO AMARAL.
 

Inclosure 8 in No. 333.“

The Provisional Goveinment of Angola to the Department of Marine.

(Translation)

Illustrious and Excellent Sir. Luanda, March 31, 1854.

IN continuation of the confidential despatch addressed to your Excellency
by this Government on the 23rd instant, we have the honour to place in your
Excellency’s hands, the inclosed copies of the Governor of Benguella’s despatches,
dated the 2lst and 24th respectively, from which your Excellency will perceive,
that unfortunately, the criminal attempts at illegal Traffic are still continued
to the south of this city, and, that a lot of slaves numbering about 400 having
left Benguella, in the direction of Dombe Grande, the Governor of that district
as soon as he knew of the departure of so large it number of slaves from the
city, had taken such prompt measures that he was enabled to capture 105 of
them, and two of the conductors, the others having escaped ; and that finally
this affair as well as that of the capture of a launch conveying slaves from
Novo Redondo, or from the vicinity of that fort, to the south, are already in
the hands of the judicial power, to he proceeded with according to law.

God preserve, 8:0.
(Signed) BISHOP OF ANGOLA.

FAUSTINO DOS SANTOS CRESPU.
JOAO JACINTO TAVARES.

 

No. 334.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, , Foreign Oflice, September 26, 1854.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith for your information, copy of a despatch“

and of its inclosures, which I have received from Her Majesty’s Slave Trade
Commissioners at Loauda, reporting the shipment of a number of slaves on
board a transport belonging to the Government ofAngola, and calling the atten-
tion of Her Majesty’s Government to this infraction of the Slave TradeTreaty
of 1 842, between Great Britain and Portugal. I also transmit to you a copy of
the replyi’ which, after consulting the proper Law Officer of the Crown, 1 have
returned to the Commissioners; and I have to instruct you to call the serious
attention of‘ the Portuguese Government to a state of things so disgraceful,
as well as at variance with the'Treaty, and which, Her Majesty’s Government
are convinced, must therefore be unknown to them, but which should imme-
diately, and in the most public manner, he put an end to.

Her Majesty’s Government trust, that the highly proper conduct which
Senhor Rodovalho, the Commandant ofthe Naval Station at Loauda, is stated
by the Commissioners to have pursued in this matter, may be approved by
his Government. , I am, &c.4

(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

’5 Class A, No. 64. 1~ Ibid., No. 70.
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N0. 335.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Receiized October 16.)

My Lord, Cintra, October 8, 1854.

I HAD the honour on the 2nd of this month to receive your Lordship’s

despatch of 26th September, with its inciosures, relating to the ship-

ment of a number of slaves on board a transport belonging to the Govern-
ment of Angola, which scandalous infraction of the Treaty between the two
countries is represented by Her Majesty’s Commissioner to have been com—
mitted With the express and avowed consent of the persons provisionally
charged with the Governmentof Angola.

I have addressed a note to the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs
in the sense of your Lordship’s instructions upon this subject, and in this
note I have not failed to claim the attention of the Portuguese Government
to the highly proper conduct which Senhor Radovalho, the Commandant of
the Naval Station at Loanda, is stated by the Commissioner to have pursued
in the transactions referred to, and which forms such a contrast to that of the
other superior authorities of the colony.

I have, &c.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

No. 336.

Sir R. PaJcenham toithe Earl of Clarendon.——(Received October 24.)

My Lord, . ' Lisbon, October 18, 1854.

SOME progress appears at length to have been made in the organisation
of the company for the settlement and improvement of the Province of
Mozambique, of the intended establishment of Which company I had the
honour to inform Her Majesty’s Government by my despatch of 28th June,
1853* ‘ '

I have now before me a rough copy in print, of the report of the com-
mittee appointed to represent the Government in coming to an understanding
With the promoters of the scheme, as to the terms of the intended grant, the
privileges and obligations of the company, and other such details ; and' also
the draft of the agreement Which it is proposed to conclude with the company
upon all these points, and which will form what may be called the charter of'
the association.

I find the projected enterprise to be much more comprehensive and
important than 1 had at first been led to suppose, as it contemplates nothing
less than the cession to the company for a term of ninety—nine years of the
administration and possession of the entire Province of Mozambique, some-
what upon the principle of our East India Company.

The capital is in the first instance to be 1,000,000l. sterling, divided into
50,000 shares of 20!. each, with power to double the amount if it should be
found expedient.

The professed object of the company is “ to colonize and civilize the
East African possessions of Portugal, by the propagation of the, Faith, the
effective abolition of the Slave Trade, the progressive emancipation of the
slaves already existing, until they shall all have been made free, and by
education and the development of industry and commerce in all their
branches.”

I have read over, with a good deal of attention,‘the proposed Articles of
agreement between the POrtuguese Government and the company, and I do
not find anything in them to which I think Her Majesty’s Government would
be disposed to object; but there is an omission which it, is fit that: I should
mention to your Lordship, namely, that nothing is said in this charter or
contract as to the intercourse of foreign countries with the Province of
Mozambique under the contemplated change, nor as to how far the obliga—
tions of existing Treaties are to be considered binding on the company, in as

55 See Class B, presented 1854, No. 299.



352 PORTUGAL.

far as they may be applicable to the case; for I presume that, inasmuch as

the Sovereignty of the Portuguese Crown over the territory of Mozambique

is not alienated by the proposed new order of things, the company will still
be bound, in matters of trade and navigation, and in every thing relating to

the security of foreigners and their property, by the stipulations of Treaties

antecedent to the grant now about to be made.

I am sorry that it is not in my power, owing to the indisposition of Mr.

Henderson, our translator, to transmit copies and translations of the papers

referred to in this despatch, by the present packet, but I hope to be able to
forward them to your Lordship by an early opportunity.

As to the probable success of this bold and comprehensive undertaking,

I Will not venture to offer an opinion; but it strikes me that two serious

difficulties at least are likely to beset the company at the beginning of its

operations: the first, that of raising the necessary amount of capital to set the

company a-going; the second, that of finding persons possessing sufficient

intelligence, energy, and integrity, successfully to manage the company’s
affairs, at such a distance from home, and in a country which, from its

geographical position, must be so little congenial to European constitutions.
I have, 810.

(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

No. 337.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenlzam.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, October 26, 1854.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch,* With its inelosures,

which Ihave received from Mr. Refldall, Her Majesty’s Consul at the Cape

Verd Islands, reporting that a slaver, With 550 slaves on board, had touched at
the Bay of Terrafal de Monte Trigo, in the Island of St. AntOnio, and, after

remaining there nine days taking in water, had sailed :for the Havana.

I have to instruct you to call the attention of the Portuguese Government
to Mr. Kendall’s statement that Terrafal de Monte Trigo is a favourite resort

of slavers, and to press strongly upon them the adoption of Mr. Rendell’s

recommendationthat a‘for‘t should be established on the bayfor. the purpose of
checking such piratical proceedings. .

‘ ‘ " I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 838.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Cldrendon.—_—(Received November 3.)

My Lord, Lisbon, October 28, 1854.

WITH xreference to your Lordship’s despatch of ‘ch July, and to my
despatches of the 18th July and 28th August, I have the honour to acquaint

your Lordship that the Viscount S51 da Bandeim, President of the Ultra—Marine

Council, bashed the, goodness to show me the draft of the Decree which is

about to be published for the registration’of slaves, and, what is still better,
their eventual emancipation in the Portuguese Colonies.

According to this Decree the registration of slaves is to take place imme-
diately after the. publication of the Decree in the respective colonies, after which
day all children of slave-parents Will be free from the moment Of their birth.

The process. by which the emancipatiOn of persons now in a,‘ state of
slavery isto be» accomplished is rather a curious one; , .

According to the law of Portugal, When any property is taken possession of
for the service of the State, or for an object of public utility, the owner is

t No. 370.
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indemnified at the rate of twenty years’ value of Such property. Adopting this

principle on the one hand, and on the other, seeing that the condition of the

Portuguese finances is not such as to enable the Government to indemnify the

owners in money for the emancipation of their slaves, it is proposed to carry

the indemnification into effect by allowing; the owner the use of his slaves,

subject to registration and to the superintendenee of a Board Of Guardians, for

fourteen years, the slaves to be then declared absolutely free, and payment to

he made to the owners, in money, for the estimated value of the SIHNGS’ labour

for the remaining term of six years, so as to complete the twenty years’

purchase contemplated by law.
It is presumed that at the expiration of fourteen years, one~third 0f the

slave population now in existence Will have disappeared in the course of nature,

and. that the pecuniary compensation to be then paid for the estimated value of

the slaves’ labour for the remaining six years will not amount to such a sum as

to make it inconvenient to the country to provide for it.

Such, my Lord, I think are the leading provisions of this important

measure—one which Her Majesty’s Government, as well as the friends of

humanity in this country, have long Wished to see adopted, and Which I hope

your Lordship will now, in a short time, have the satisfaction of seeing carried.

into effect.
' I have, 8:0.

(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

, N0. 339.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendom—(Received November 3.)

My Lord, .t Lisbon, October 28, 1854.

IN fulfilment of the instruction contained in' your Lordship’s despatch of

the 29th JL11y,* I have again inquired of the Viscount d’Athoguia how soon it

is likely that he will be able to dispatch, a reinforcement to the Portuguese

squadron on the weet coast of Africa ; and he-tells me, that the repairs of the

brig “ Villa Flor ” are now nearly completed, and that he h0pes to be able to

send her away in the course of a few days, to be followed by another small

vessel as soon as she can be got ready.
I have, &C. » i

(Signed) R; PAKENHAM.

 

N07. 340.

The E(171 of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakienham.

Sir, . Foreign Office, November 7, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 28th ultimo,1‘ stating that
the Portuguese Government is about to publish a Decree 191'0Viding for the

I'eg'isitration of slaves in the Portuguese Colonies, and for their eventual eman—
CIpa 1011. V

I have to instruct you to inform the Portuguese Minister for Foreign
Afi'airs that Her Majesty’s Government have received the intelligence with

great satisfaction, and that they desire to congratulate the Governmentef His

Most Faithful Majesty upon the adoption of this Wise and liberal decision, which
they trust will he attended with all the happy results which it is eminently

calculated to produce. / '
I am, 860.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

->-= No. 322. i + No. 338.
CLASS B.
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N0. 341.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, November ’7, 1854,

I HAVE received your despatch of the 28th ultimoj" and I have to

acquaint you that Her Majeety’s Government have learnt with satisfaction that

the Viscount d’At‘hoguia hopes shortly to be able to reinforce the Portuguese
squadron on the west coast of Africa.

I am, 8:0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 342.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.———(Receiivcd November 14.)

My Lord, Lisbon, November 7, 1854.

I HAVE duly fulfilled the instruction contained in your Lordship’s
despatch of the 26th October, which I had the honour to receive on the 211d
of this month, by communicating to the Portuguese Government the papers
therewith inclosed, relative to the appearance of a. slave-trading vessel at a.
remote part in the Island of St. Antonio, Cape de Verds ; which occurrence, as
well as the -perfect seeui‘ity with which this vessel was enabled to remain in
a Portuguese harbour for nine days, receiving a supply of provisions and water,
seemed to your Lordship to suggest the expediency of establishing a, military
port 01' fort, near to the Bay of Terrafal (1e Monte de Trigo, to prevent that
bay from being made use of as a place of refuge and refreshment for vessels
engaged in the Slave Trade.

Having heard from my colleague the Brazilian Minister that a person had
arrived at Lisbon, by the Portuguese steam-packet “ Donna, Marie Segunda. ”
which lately touched at the Cape (1e Verds, and who was suspected to be the
one mentioned in M1'. Consul Rendell’s letter to the Military Governor of
St. Vincent’s, as having landed from the slaver at the Bay of Terrafa], and whom
the Military Governor of St. Vincent’s had determined to detain until the
pleasuge 0f the G-overnor-General respecting him should be ascertained, I pro—
ceeded with my Brazilian colleague to call the attention of the Viscount
d’Athoguia to this circumstance, in order that proper inquiry might be made as
to how a person so evidently implicated in a slavegtrading enterprise hadbeen
allowed by the Governor-G‘eneral to quit the Island of St. Vincent, and to pro-
secute his voyage to Lisbon with impunity; but I have not yet heard the result
of the investigation which the Viscount d’Athoguia. promised to set on foot
respecting this occurrence. '

I have, &C.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

N0. 343.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir 1t. Pakenham.

Sir, , Foreign Ofice, November I5, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 7th instant, in which you
state that you had called the attention of the Portuguese Gevemment t0
the fact, that a slaver had been ailowed to remain unmolested for some days
at the Ieland of St. Antonio, Cape Verde ; and that you had requested that
an inqu1ry might be made into the circumstances under which a person

*9 No. 33!).
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supposed to be connected with that vessel had been allowed by the Governor-

General of the Cape Verds to proceed to Lisbon; and I have to state to you

that I approve the manner in which you have executed my instruction on
this subject.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 344.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, November 16, 1854.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 26th of' September, and
to your reply thereto of the 8th ultimo, on the subject of the shipment
of slaves at Angola on board a Government transport, I transmit to you
herewith for your information a copy of a letter which I have received from

Commander Phillips, Royal Navy, late of Her Majesty’s ship “ Polyphemus ”
containing remarks on the manner in which the Treaty of 1842 is evaded at

Loanda by field negroes being made to pass as domestic slaves, and being so

conveyed in Portuguese transports to St. Thomas’s; and I have to instruct

you to address a further note upon this subject to the Portuguese Govern-

ment, in which you will adopt the suggestions contained in Commander

Phillips’s letter, and urge them to take the necessary measures to prevent an
improper use being made of the Portuguese flag by the colonial transports,
which appear to claim the privileges legitimately belonging to vessels of the
Reyal Navy only.

I also inclose a copy of an advertisement published in an official Gazette
at Angola, which has been sent to me by Captain Phillips, and of which you
will make use in your communication to the Portuguese Government, as
showing that the vessels which the Portuguese naval officers command are
merely merchant—vessels.

» I am, &0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

Inclosure 1. in No. 344.

Commander Phillips to the Earl of Clarendon.

My Lord, ' Greenwich Park, November I1, 1854.

I BEG most respectfully to submit to your consideration a few remarks
that have occurred to me during recent service on the west coast of Africa,
in command of one of Her Majesty’s steamers of war.

2. The first fact I would call attention to, is the practice lately adopted
by the Portuguese Colonial Government of Angola, by which the stringent
regulations for the removal of domestic or household slaves by sea, laid
down in Article V of our suppression Treaty with. that country, are evaded
and violated, and field slaves (escravos do campo) contrary to the inten-
tions of the said Treaty removed and doubtless frequently transshipped in
the offing or secluded parts of the coast to regular slave vessels.

3. The first of these objectionable practices consists in the incomplete
filling up of the passports which are, requiredin the case contemplated by
that particular Article of the Treaty—I obtained a sight of several of these
passports at the Island of St. Thomas, last June. They had been used to
covera shipment of slaves under Article V, which Her Majesty’s Commis—
sioners at St. Paul de Loanda had discovered, too late, were irregular. These
passports I consideredinformal and incomplete, inasmuch as no description'
of the class of persons,wh0se removal they. were intended to legalise, was
contained in the documents which merely stated that they were the property
of such and such persons, and de su servicio, instead of being de servicio de su-
casa. In this particular case, I know that Her Majesty’s Commissioners at
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St. Paul de Loanda were fully persuaded that many of the negroes so
removed were field slaves. The passports in question were granted by the
Government of St. Paul de Luanda, and delivered at the Island of St. Thomas
where, as I have stated, I saw them,1:)ointed out the informality to the
Governor, and toldhim had I fallen in with the vessel which carried the
persons for whose passage they Were granted, I wpuld have seized her. He
(the Portuguese Governor) affected surpi'lse, told me, that the documents
having been granted by competent authorlty he had considered them legal,
and suffered the slaves to he landed. To avoid as much as possible the inter-
ference of British cruizers, the second practice has obtained, to which I
venture to call your Lordship’s attention, viz., that the Colonial Government
of Portuguese Angola are in the habit of employing the small coasting craft
of the country as colonial transports nominally commanded by subaltern
officers of the Portuguese Royal Navy, who wear the uniform, and carry a
pendant, and yet these vessels advertise for eargo and passengers like
merchant-vessels. I made it my business to inform myself of the exact
character of these vessels, because I had become aware, that if our eruizers
permitted them to assume that ofvessels 0f the Royal Navy of Portugal, it
would be giving the sleve—tx‘aders very great advantages OVQI‘IIS, in carrying
on their iniquitous Traffic. 011 this subject, I obtained 2-111 interview with the

Portuguese naval officer at the moment in command at St. Paul de Loanda.
“Without directly claiming for them the character of vessels of the Portuguese
navy, he evidently wished to class them with our “ Sidon,” “ Vulcan,” and
other regularly commissioned troop ships, between which description of vessel
and what we consider transports, he was unable or unwilling to understand
the very essential difference. y,

4. Our eruizers ought to keep a strict eye on these vessels, and will have
to disregard the insignia displayed, and generally understood to be reserved
for the national marine of all maritime nations. The most obvious means of
hindering; vessels from assuming a character they do not possess,I mean
that of the national armed force, is the i‘e-udoption of private signals between
the properly commissioned cruizers 0f the twu Royal Navies.

1' have, 8:0; v v
(Signed) C. GERRANS PHILLIPS.

 

Inelosure 2 in No. 344°

Advertisement published in an ofiicz’al G(lgettc at Angola

NAVIO a. sahir. A escuna, “Conselho,” do commando (10 2° Teniente
dei'iiiacla Saturnino, largarz’t para os portos do 3111 ate Mossamedes 110 die
8 (1e Meio. Reeehe carga, (la. praga e passageiros.

 

No. 345.

Sir R, Pakeflham to the Earl of Clhrmdon.—(Received November 24.)

My Lord, ’ y ' Lisbon, November 18, 1854.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatches 0f the
7th November. 7 .

I have had great pleasure in fulfilling the instructions contained in the
first despatch of that date9t by informing the Portuguese Government that Her
Majesty’s Government had heard with much Satisfaction of the intended Decree
providing for the registration of slaves in the Portuguese Colonies, and for their
eventual emancipation; end that Her Majesty’s Government desire to congra—
tulate the G-ovemment of His Most Faithful Majesty upon the adoption of this
wise and liberal measure.

Since I had last the honour of writing to your Lordship on this subject,
I have ascertained, that of the five Ministers who compose the Portuguese
Cabinet, four had already signified their approval of the proposed Decree, and

x No. 340.
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their readiness to sign it ; and that the project was nov in the hands of the

Minister of Finance, waiting his approval.
I therefore made it my business to call upon the Minister of Finance, and

explain to him the friendly interest taken by Her Majesty’s Government in the

adoption of a measure so much calculated to do honour to the Portuguese

nation, and, as Her Majesty’s Government believed, so likely to contribute to

the permanent prosperity of the Portuguese colonies; and I earnestly begged

his Excellency not to allow the other preseing; avocations of his office to divert

his attention from the important measure in contemplation, which only wanted

his assent to he submitted for the Royal approval, and to become law.

Henhor Fontes had the goodness to say, that he would hear my recom-

menahition in mind, and endeavour to devote his first moment of leisure to the

consideration of the measure of Which we spoke ; that he had already a general

knowledge of the provisions of the intended Decree, and that although there

were some of them which he thought might be amended, he was so much in

favmu‘ of the principle of the measure, that he was disposed, upon the whole,

to defer at once to the opinions of his colleagues, and subscribe the Decree in

its present form, rather than incur the risk of delay, and perhaps ultimate dis-

appointment, by raising a discussion upon points of minor importance.

' I have, &C.
(Signed) It. PAKENHAM.

 

No. 3416.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pct/cenlmvm.

Sir, ‘ . Foreign Ofiice, November 25, 1854.

WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the expul-
sion of the slave-trader Flores from Angola, I transmit to you herewith for

your information a copy of a despatclfi" from Her Majesty’s Slave Trade Com-

missioners at Loanda, from which it appears that the Provisional Government

at that place had received the order for the expulsion of Flores, but had

allowed him to remain five months at Loande for the purpose of winding up his

alleged mercantile transactions. »
I am, 860.

 

(Signed) , r CLARENDON.

>, No. 347. V

_ The 13ml of :CIdremlon to Sir R Pdltenllam. V y _

Sir, Foreign Oflice, November 25, 1854-. i ,

I HAVE received your despatch- of the 18th instant, and I have: to

acquaint you that I approve of your having; urged the Portuguese 'Minister ‘of

Finance not to delay giving his assent to the proposed Decree for the registra—

tion of slaves in the Portuguese Colonies. ‘ ‘ -

 

' ' I em, &c. ,
(Signed) CLARENDON. '

No. 348.

Sir R. Pakénham to the Earl of Clarendon.-——(Recé‘£vecl December 3.) ‘

My Lord, ‘ , Lisbon, November 27, 1854.

I HAD the honour, 0n the 2'1st of this month, to receive youi‘ Lordship’s
despatches of the 15th and 16th instant.

I beg herewith to submit a copy of a note which, in obedience to the

instructions contained in the second of these despatches, I have addressed to

7'5 See Class'A, No. 74.
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the Viscount d’Athoguia, communicating the information furnished to your

Lordship by Commander Phillips, late of Her Majesty’s ship “Polyphemus,”

relative to the evasions and infractions of the Treaty of 1842 between Great

Britain and Portugal, which are tolerated and countenanced by the Colonial

Government of Angola in the transportation of field—hegroes, improperly passed

as domestic slaves from the continent to the Portuguese island‘s.

I take this opportunity also to lay before your Lordship a copy of a note

which I wrote to the Viscount d’Athoguia upon the same subject on 3rd of

last month in fulfilment of the instructions contained in your Lordship’s

despatch of the 26th of September last, to which note I have as yet received

no answer beyond the usual intimation that it had been forwarded to the Marine

and Colonial Department.
I have, &c.

(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 348.

82'?" R. Pakenham to Viscount d’Athoguta.

Cintra, October 3, 1854.

THE Undersigned, &c., has received instructions to call the serious attention

of His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government to certain open and undisguised

violations of the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal for the suppression

of the Slave Trade, committed by the authorities provisionally charged with the

Government of the Province of Angola, of which Her Majesty’s Government

have lately received the unwelcome intelligence.
Some particulars respecting these illegal and unjustifiable transactions

Will be found in the inclosed copies of two communications from Her Majesty’s

Commissioners at Loanda to the persons highest in authority in the province,

‘ calling upon them, while it was yet time, to prevent the contemplated infraction

of the Treaty, and recapitulating the statements whieh the Commissioners had

previously made at an interview with those authorities for the same purpose, but
all without effect.

The leading facts of this extraordinary case, as they have been reported to
Her Majesty’s Government, are as follows :—

On the 12th April, Her Majesty’s Commissionen received certain informa-
tion that a transport, the F‘ Trindade,” belonging to this Colonial Government,

commanded by a Lieutenant in the ‘ Portuguese navy, and which sailed hence

for St. Thomas on the evening of the 8th, had shipped a very considerabl

number of slaves, stated by some at 40, by others at 60 and upwards. ‘
This very same transport, in a trip she made to St. Thomas’s in January

last, carried off nearly 100 slaves, who were sold, 01“: their arrival there, at a
high premium. This is matter of notoriety; and Her Majesty’s Commissioner,
at the same time that he received the information resPecting the slaves in the
“- Trindade,” learnt that it was intended to ship a further batch on board
another colonial transport, similarly circumstanced, called the “Esperanza,” 0n
the eve of sailing thence for Lisbon, m'ci St. Thomas.

For a day or two it seemed doubtful, and the Government were said to have
prohibited any such further shipment; but eventually Her Majesty’sCommissioner
having reason to believe that it was to be persisted in, proposed to the Portu-
gnese Commissioner to join in a representation on the subject to the President
of the Provisional Government, a step Which that gentleman declined to take,
saying he preferred, as a Portuguese functionary, to address himself singly to
the Government. This he accordingly did, as did also Captain Rodovalho, the
Commandant of the Naval Station, both calling on the Executive, in very
energetic terms, not to allow so gross an infraction of the Treaty as was said
to be in contemplation to be carried into efl'ect. A11 proved in ‘vain ; the
members of the Provisional Government individually and collectively insisted,
verbally—for they have taken good care not to commit themselves in writing on
this point—that they fully understood the Treaty, and that What they were
about to commit was no violation of it. .

This was reported to Her Majesty’s Commissioner on the 18th, and finding
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that the transport was actually to sail that evening with at least 10 slaves, he
proposed to his colleague Her Majesty’s Arbitrator, to repair with him instanter
to the Palace, and urge upon the President of the Government a reconsideration
of the resolution which it was understood had been come to. On their admission
his Excellency at once stopped all practical discussion or argument by inter-
rupting Her Majesty’s Commissioner, Who, with the Treaty in his hand, was
about to point out its provisions and requirements, by saying that he had studied
and understood the Treaty thoroughly, and that it was, therefore, needless to
read it. Much desultory and most unsatisfactory discussion, however, did
occur, the purport of Which will best be Collected from a perusal of the inclosed
note which, on their return home, the Commissioners hastened to draw up and
forward Whilst the transport was yet in the harbour. ‘

It chanced that that night a heavy storm prevented her going to Sea, and
the following morning the Commandant of the Naval Station, to whom the
officer in command of the transport, also Lieutenant in the navy, had applied
for advice, went on board her, and took upon himself to make a register of
every soul he found in the vessel, and to prohibit the shipment of a single slave
beyond the number of, 10, whom he erroneously considered, in consequence of
the Government’s representation and passport, as belonging to a colono, and as
coming in this way within the scope of the Treaty. He also cautioned the'
Lieutenant not to allow any launch to go alongside the transport when
outside the harbour, as he apprehended an attempt of the kind might be made,
so anxious were parties to effect the shipment of their slaves on‘ board this
vessel, some of whom, failing in this, relinquished their passage, and remained
behind in the city after they had obtained their passPorts, making no secret ‘of
their reason for so doing. , '

F01: these steps, not, he says, warranted by his actual sphere of duty,
Captain Rodovalho holds himself resPonsible to his Government, to whom he has
written, trusting that the motives Which induced them, jealousy for the
honour of Portugal and of his country’s flag, will be deemed by them a
legitimate excuse for his interposing in a matter which concerned the provincial
Government and not the naval station. '

In consequence of the application above spoken of from the commanding
officer of the transport, Captain Rodovalho reiterated his previous remonstrance
in an official letter, but neither to that, to the representation of the Portuguese
Commissioner, nor to the note of Her Majesty’s Commissioner, has any answer
been given. . . . - » '

Under these circumstances, and having ascertained every particular
respecting the individual who figured as a settler and the owner of the 10 slaves,
he was allowed to ship on’ board the “ Esperanza,”' the Commissioners thought
it right to address a second note to the Colonial Government, a copy of which
is herewith inelosecl. . v ~ v ‘1' - - ’ '

The Commissioners have transmitted the incltised three official “ Boletims ”
that report the sailing 0f the vessels which successively embarked the slaves as
above referred to, Nos. 445, 446, and 447. From‘that 0f the 1st December it will
be seen that the “ Trindade ” is reported as having'sailed for St; Thomas’s and
Prince’s on the 22nd January with forty-seven passengers; from the 2nd, that
she is said to have sailed again for these islands on the 8th of April with five
passengers; and from the 3rd, that the “ Esperanza ” sailed for Lisbon, to touch
at St. Thomas’s and Prince’s, with sixty-five passengers on the 19th instant.

In neither of these reports is any mention made either of s1aVes 01' of
colours, the fact being, that in the first of these three voyages, which occurred
during the government of the Viscount of-Pinheiro, a number littleshort of 100
slaves were carried off, most of the passengers figuring as ‘colonos, and taking
accordingly each so many, professedly to settle with in the islAnds, whereas
there was not one entitled to be thus considered; so little so, indeed, that some
of them had even arrived in the steamer which brought the Viscount to
Loanda; in the 2nd voyage, one of these latter, and who, during hisstay here,
had been a guest of ' the Jmix (10 Direito, figured as a settler. v ' V

There will be found the names of two 0ther'~individuals, who were also
allowed to embark in the “ Trindacle ’" with their slaves under the same
fieE-iOn (J . V; de Carvalho and J. B. de l’Azavara), as having arrived from the
islands on the return voyage of that vessel Vfrom thence on. the 15th March._
This will appear from the “Boletim” No. 442 also annexed, it' being pretty
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certain that they were among the forty-seven passengers reported as having

sailed from Loanda. in that same transport in Jtummy.

In the third voyage, that of the “ Esperanza,” thanks to the timely inter-

ference of Captain Rodovalho, 10 slaves only were taken away, 5 of whom were

boys and 5 girls, from 12 to 15 years of age.
In calling the attention of His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government to a

state of things so reprehensible, and so much at variance with the engagements

of Portuguztl on the subject of the Slave Trade, the Unclersigned is instructed

to express the confident expectation of Her Majesty’s (;}0vernment that

measures will be taken immediately, and in the most public manner, to put an

end to such abuses.
The view taken of certain clauses in the Treaty, to which the members of

the Provisional Government will probably refer in justification of their proceed-

ings, is so clearly and palpably erroneous that it would be to waste the time of

the Portuguese Government or the Undersigned to ofi‘er any remarks in refuta-

tion of arguments so futile. It will be seen that Senhor Roclovalho, the

Commandant of the Naval Station at Loanda, was net backward in endeavouring

to induce the Provisional Government, and also the eommander of the transport,

to abandon the enterprise in which they were about to embark in open violation

of the Treaty.
~ Her Majesty’s Government have especially instructed the Undersigned to

point out to His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government the highly proper conduct

of Senhor Rodovalho on this occasion, which Her Majesty’s Government hope

Will receive, at the hands of His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government, the

approval Which it deserves.
The Undersigned, &c.

(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 348.

Sir R. Pakénham to Viscount d’AtlLoguia.

Msbon,.November 23, 1854.

THE Undersig'ned, &c., had the honour 011 the 3rd of last. month to
bring to the notice of His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government certain infor-
mation which had reached Her Majesty's Government, relative to infractions of
the Treaty between the two countries for the suppression . 0f the Slave Trade,

committed by the superior authorities of' the province of Angola.
It now becomes the duty of the Undersigned, in fulfilment of instructions

from Her Majesty’s Government, again to address his Excellency the'Viscount

d’Athoguia upon this unpleasant subject, in the hepe that his Excellency will

be pleased to cause measures to be taken to put a etop t0 the abuses of which

Her Majesty’s Government have cause'to complain, and to adopt the suggestion

Which with that view the Undersigned is instructed. to submit. ‘ '
It is represented to Her Majesty’s Government by an officer lately in

command of one of Her Majesty’s ships on the west coast of Africa, that the
stringent regulations contained in Article V of the Treaty of July,y.1842, with
regard to the removal of domestic or household slaves by sea, are now
systematically evaded and violated by the Colonial Government of Angola
and that field slaves (“ eseravos do campo”) are, contrary to the intention of the
Treaty, removed, and doubtless frequently transshipped in the ofiing, or on
secluded parts of the coast, to regular slave-ships.

One of the practices resorted to, to cover this abuse, consists in the
incomplete filling up of the passports required in such cases by Article V of the
Treaty to render legal the removal of domestic. slaves, supposing the transaction
to be in other respects a bond fide one. ‘ .

Several of these passports, deficient in the requiSites pointed out. by the
Treaty, were seen at the Island of St. Thomas in the month of J11110 last by
Commander Phillips, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Polyphemus.” ,

In the case in question; the passports were. informal and incomplete
inasmuch as no description (such as is distinctly required by clause 5 of Article h;
of the Treaty) of the class of persOnsWhose removal they were intended to
legalise, was to be found in them. They merely stated that the negroes were



PORTUGAL. 361

the property of such and such persons, and “dc su servigo,” instead of “ dc

semigo de su case.” Had the vessel Which conveyed the slaves, embarked

with passports such as these, been fallen in with by a British cruiser, it would

have been the duty of the officer in command to detain her, and bring her into

port for trial, when, according to the conditions of Article V of the Treaty, she

must have been condemned.
Another practice Which has been introduced, and which, as was shown in

the note which the Undersigned had the honour to address to his Excellency

the Viscount d’Athoguia on the 3rd of last month, serves to cover the illegal

transportation of slaves from the continent to the islands, is the employment of

small coasting craft of the country as colonial transports, nominally commanded

by subaltern oificers of the Portuguese Royal Navy, who wear the uniform and

hoist a pendant, such vessels nevertheless advertising for cargo and passengers,

and carrying on the business of' common merchant-vessels. At an interview

Which Commander Phillips had with the Portuguese naval officer commanding

at St. Paul’s de Loanda, in the early part of this year, the latter officer, Without

directly claiming for such vessels the character of vessels of the Portuguese

navy, seemed to suppose that they were of the same character as some vessels

belonging to the British navy, regularly commissioned, and in all respects

forming part of the Royal Navy of Great Britain, Which are principally
employed in the conveyance of troops, whereas the colonial Vessels in question

dq not form part of the Royal Navy of Portugal, and cannot therefore claim

the privileges and distinctions attaching to that character, and still less so when

employed in the transportation of slaves under circumstanCes forbidden by the
Treaty between the two countries, and consequently exposing such vessels to

the risk of capture and condemnation. To prevent abuses of this kind; it is

suggested to Her Majesty’s Government, and the Undersigned is instructed

to submit the suggestion for the consideration of His Most Faithful Majesty’s

Government, that the most obvious means of hindering vessels from assuming
a character which they do not possess (that of belonging to the national

armed force), would be the readoption of private signals between the pro-
perly commissioned cruisers of the two Royal navies.

The following copy of an advertisement which appeared in the “ Boletim

Official” of Angola of 29th April last, Will show that the colonial vessels

commanded by Portuguese naval officers on the coast of Africa are merely

merchant-vessels. ‘

The Undersigned, &c. ,7
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

Advertisement in the “ Boletim Oficial” of Angola of the 29thApril, 1854,

NAVIO a sahir.—A escuna “Consélho,” do Commando do Secondo

Teniente da Armada Satm'nino, largaré para os portos do 5111 até Mossa~
medes no (1121 8 de Maio. Recebe carge da praea e passageiros. ‘

 

”No. 349.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(ReceivedDecember 16.)

My Lord, ' Lisbon, December 8, 1854.

I HAD the honour on the 5th of this month to're'ceive yOur Lordship’s
despatches of the 25th November. ‘ ,

I Will not‘fafl to direct the attention of the Portuguese Government to the

fact reported in the despatch from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda
of 5th July last, a copy of Which accompanies your Lordship’s above despatchf'r
namely, that notwithstanding the order issued by the Minister for the
Marine and Colonial Department on 22nd February last; for the .e’xpulsion

of the slavedealer Francisco Antonio Flores With the least possibledelay, the

*5 No. 340.

CLASS B.



362 PORTUGAL.

Local Government had allowed him to remain at Loanda five months, for the

purpose of Winding up his alleged mercantile affairs, thus affording a fresh

proof of the countenance and encouragement extended by those authorities to

persons notoriously concerned in the Slave Trade.
I have, 8m.

(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

No. 350.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received December 16.)

My Lord, Lisbon, December 8, 1854.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despateh of 29th July last”6 by
Which I was instructed to report to your Lordship Whether a vessel was sent for
the purpose of reinforcing 'the Portuguese squadron on the west coast of
Africa, and to my despatch of the 28th Octoberj‘ by Which I had the honour to
acquaint your Lordship, that in reply to my renewegi inquiry as to how soon it
was likely that the Marine Department would be able to dispatch the promised
reinforcement, the Viscount d’Athoguia had told me that he hoped to be able
to send away the brig of war “Villa. Flor” in the course of a few days, to be
followed by another small vessel as soon as she could be got ready; I have now
the honOur to acquaint your Lordship that the brig “ Villa Flor ” sailed. for the
coast of Africa. on the 29th of last month. v

: . I have, 810.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

No. 351.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.—(R.eceived December 16.)

My Lord, ’Li‘us'bon, December 11, 1854.

I HAVE the honour herewith to submit a copy of~a note which, in fulfil—
ment of the instructions contained in your Lerdship’s despatch of the
26th October, I addressed to the Viscount d’Athoguia 0n the 3rd of last
month, communicating the information which your Lordshiphad received from
Mr. Consul Rendall, relative to the appearance of a slave-ship with a great
number of slaves on board, at the Bay of Terrafal de ~Monte Tri-go, Island of
St. Antonio, Cape de Verds, and suggesting, as further directed by your
Lordship, the expediency of establishing a fort or military post in that part of
the island to prevent the Bay of Terrafal from becoming a place of resort for
slavers.

‘I have the honour also to inclose a translation of the answer which
I have received from Viscount d’Athoguia upon this subject, in which 'it
is- stated that up to the 4th of this month nq information beyond that
contained in my note of 3rd November, had reached the Marine and
Colonial Department relative to the occurrence referred to in that note——
probably because the Governor-General of the province was away, at the
Island of Brava—but that instructions had been sent to the Governor-General
to report his opinion as to the expediency of constructing forts at the Bay of
Terrafal, and other places in the Island of St. Antonio, in order to prevent
the repetition of such occurrences. V

I take this opportunity of mentioning that the Viscount d’Athoguia ‘
assures me that he has received no intelligence whatever about the individual
stated by Mr. Consul Rendall to have been detained by the Military Governor
of St. Vincent, subject to the orders of the Govér‘nor—G—eneral, on suspicion
of being connected With the slave-ship reported in Mr. Consul Rendall’s

as No. 322. _ + No. 339.



PORTUGAL. 363 .

letter, and that he concludes that a person so situated would not have been
allowed to quit the Island of St. Vincent without some explanation, on the
pant of the Local Government, as to the Circumstances which had led to his
arrest, and ultimately to his liberation.

I have, &c.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 351.

Sir R. Pakenham to Viscount d’Athoguia.

Sir, 115811011, November 3,1854.

I AM instructed to placein your Excellency5 hands the inclosed copies
of a despatch lately received by He1 Majesty’5 Government from Her
Majesty’s Consul at the Cape de Verde Islands, and of its inclosures, being
copies of a correspondence which had passed between Mr. Rendall and the
Military Governor of St. Vincent, relating to the arrival of a slaver, with
.550 slaves on board, at the Bay of Te1rafal de Monte Trioo, Island of St.
Antonio, where having remained111 security for nine days takingin asupply of
water the v essel aoain put to sea in prosecution of her voyage to the Havana.

In directing your Excellency’s attention to this occurrence and to the
various circumstances connected with it, which are detailed in Mr. Consul
Kendall’s letter, I am instructed more particularly to press upon your
Excellency the adeption of Mr. RendaIl’s suggestion that a fort should be
established on the Bay of Terrafa] de Monte Trigo, which is represented to
be a favourite resort for slave-vessels, as at that anchorage they are concealed
from observation from seaward, and water and refreshments are there pro-
curable in abundance.

It also presents according to 'Mr. Rendall’s statement, as at present
circumstanced, the advantage of being at such a distance from any Portuguese
authority, that a slaver has time to complete her stock of provisions and
water before any force can arrive to interfere with her.

I take, &0.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 351.

Viscount d’Athoguiu to Sir R. Pakenham.

(Translation) V Palace, December 6, 1854.

HAVING brought to the knowledge of the Marine Department, as I
made known to you on the 9thof November last, the note Which you were
pleased to address to me on the 3rd of the same month, respecting the arrival
of a slaver at the port of Terrafal, in the Island of St. Antonio, Cape de
Verde I have the honour to acquaint you, that on the 4th instant that Depart—
ment informed me that no communication had as yet been received on this
subject, doubtless owing to the absence of the Governor-General of the
province at the Island Brava, but that on the same day instructions had been
sent to the Governor—General to take the proper measures, and requiring
of him a report as to the advantages of constructing forts in the port of
'lerrafal as well as in other similar positions, for the purpose of preventing a
repetition of similar occurrences.

I renew, 860
(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.
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N0. 352.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, December 26, 1854..

I TRANSMIT to you herewith for your information, a copy of a despatchae

which I have received from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, inclosing

copies of letters which had been addressed to them by Commander Skene,

of Her Majesty’s ship “ Philomel,” and ofa correspondence Which had taken

place between that officer and the Council of Govet‘ument at Loanda, respect.
ing the seizure of certain launches in the river Congo, and as to the right of

one Francisco Franque, the so-called Governor of Porto Rico, to issue pass-
ports to coasting vessels.

, I have communicated to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty my

approval of the view taken by Commander Shene of this matter.
' I am, &c.

_ (Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 353.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Repeived January 5, 1855.)

My Lord, Lisbon, December, 18, 1854.

I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit a translation of a note
from the Viscount d’Athoguia, dated the 13th of this month, in which it is
stated, for the ihformation of Her M(jesty’s Government, that the Portuguese
brig-of-war “Villa, Flor ” has sailed for thevwest coast of Africa, furnished
with the instructions required by the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842, between Great
Britain and Portugal, to cruise against the Slave Trade.

- I have, &c.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure in No. 353.

{Viscount d’Athoguia to Sir R. quenham.

(Translation) V W Pelace, December 13, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of Her Britannic
Majesty’s Government, that in a. despatch of yesterday’s date, I am informed
through the Marine Department, that on the 29th ultimo, the brig “ Villa Flor,”
carrying ten guns, and commended, by the First Lieutenant of the Portuguese
Navy, Antonio Augusto d’Oliveira, the second in eommand being the Second
Lieutenant, José Maximo Jaques dos Reis, sailed. from this port furnishedrwith
instructions in conformity With the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842, between Portugal
and Great'Britain, to act in the suppression of the Slave Trade on the station
on the west coast of Africa, and the Islands'of St. Themes and Prince.

» *I'renew, &c. ' d ‘
(Signed) VISQOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.‘

 

" See Class A, No. 76.
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N0. 354:.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received January 5, 1855.)

My Lord, I Lisbon, December 29, 1854.

THE Decree for the registration of slaves in the Colonial Possessions of
Portugal, which has been so long promised by the Portuguese Government,

and Which it was at first intended should contain some provisions for the even—

tual emancipation of the slave population, has at last made its appearance, and

Will be found in the number of the Official Journal, being that of yesterday,

which I have the honour herewith to inclose.
A translation of this Decree is in course of preparation, and will be for-

warded by the first opportunity. .
As relates to registration, the provisions of this Decree seem, as far as they

go, to be sufficiently clear and peremptory; but I do not think that they are
altogether as comprehensive as might be desired. '

For instance, I do not find that any obligation is imposed on the owner to

report the death of a slave when one takes place, or to declare, from time to time,

any change which may have been made in the number of his slaves, whether by

increase or diminution, although such precautions would seem to be very necessary
to prevent fraud and abuse.

As relates to emancipation, your Lordship will be disappointed at finding
that little is effected by the present Decree towards the immediate accomplish—
ment of that object except as concerns slaves, the property of the State, Who are
declared to be free from the date of publication of the Decree.

But the tendency of the various regulations introduced by it is altogether
beneficent, and 1ike1y,if duly enforced, to effect a great improvement in the
condition of the negroes.

The Viscount (l’Athoguia informed me some days ago, that after repeated
consultation on the difficult subject of emancipation, it had been found impossible
to provide the means of carrying that part ofthe measure into execution at present,
consistently with an equitable regard to the interests of the siave—ownei's as
relates particularly to compensation ; and that it was, therefore, thought advis—
able to produce the Decree as it now stands, in order that the advantages to be
derived from registration and the other beneficent enactments of the Decree
might be immediately secured, in preference to waiting for them until the whole
measure originally contemplated could be matured.

I have, &c. , ,
(Signed) , R. ‘PAKENHA'M.

 

No. 355.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 15.)

My Lord, Lisbon, January 8, 1855.

I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit a translation of the Decree lately
published by the Portuguese Government, fer the registration and partial
emancipation of slaves, in the Portuguese Colonial possessions, a copy of which
Decreelhad the honour to forward with my despatch of 29th of last month.

Since I had the honour of writing to your Lordship, I have had some con-
versation With the Viscount d’Athoguia upon the subject of this Decree.

. I observed to him, that although Her Majesty’s Government would
undoubtedly view with satisfaction the efi‘ort thus made by His Most Faithful
Majesty’s Government, towards the attainment of a wise and beneficent object,
they would neverthelessexperience a certain degree of disappointment at find~
mg that the measure introduced by the Decree of 14th December, faiis so‘far
short of what had been contemplated by the original project, Which we had been
led to expect would be that submitted for the royal approval.
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AmOngst the provisions contained in the Decree as at first proposed, and
which are not to be found in that finally adopted, was one declaring that every
child born of a slave mother in a Portuguese possession should be free from the
moment of its birth. The Viscount d’Athoguia replied, that he and his col—
leagues regretted this omission, which, however, they had upon reflection felt
obliged to consent to, and this from motives of humanity, derived from the
painful conviction, that to proclaim the freedom of infants, the offspring of
slaves, while the parents were retained in a state of bondage, and thus to divest
the owner ofthe parents of all interest in the well—being of the children, would in
the generality of cases, be to condemn the latter to a state of abandonment
and neglect, and in many cases probably, to something worse. That as the best
substitute for the absolute freedom of all slave children, which it was at first
intended to enforce, the condition had been adopted of making it lawful for any
perSon, charitably disposed to take charge of such children, and to secure their
freedom, to redeem them when they are presented for baptism, on payment of
the sum of one mil reis. Other provisions of the Decree all tending to the object
at which it is hoped and intended ultimately to arrive, the Viscount d’Athoguia
referred to as likely to be acceptable to Her Majesty’s Government, such as the
clause declaring all slaves the property of the State, to be free from the date of
publication of the Decree; that by which it is enacted that children, the offspring
of a woman with whom the master should he known to have lived in a state of
concubinage, shall be free also; and finally, that by which the privilege of pur-
chasing their own freedom at a valuation to be cohclucted upon fair and liberal
principles, is secured henceforth to the whole slave population. With respect
to that part of the Decree which speaks of registration, I could not help pointing
out to the Viscount d’Athoguia, the omission, to which I ventured to direct your
Lordship’s notice in my last despateh upon the subject, of all precautions against
fraud and abuse, such as slave masters might be tempted to practise, when a
slave died or ran away, by filling up his place by a fresh importation, and I
suggested that some of the regulations upon this point, which are contained in
Annex C to the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842,‘ providing for the treatment of
liberated Degrees, might have been advantageously introduced into the Decree
lately promulgated. The Viscount cl’Athoguia aeknowledged the propriety of
this suggestion, and said that he would endeavour to remedy the defect which I
had pointed out, by making it a matter of instruction to the Governors of the
Colonies to prescribe, as an administrative measure, that an account should be
periodically furnished by slave-owners, of whatever alteration might take place
in their stock of negroes from Whatever cause.

I take this opportunity to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of the 26th December, inelosing a copy of a despatch from Her
Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, with copies of letters which had been
addressed to them by Commander Skene, of‘ Her Majesty’s ship “ Philomel,”
and of a correspondence which had taken place, between that officer and the
Council of Government at Loanda, respecting the seizure of certain launches
in the River Congo, and as to the rights of one Francisco Franque, the so-
called Governor of Porto Rico, to issue passports t9 coasting vessels.

' I have, &c.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure in No. 355.

Decree.

(Translation), 7 ' V Marine and Colonial Department.
TAKING into consideration the urgent necessity for obviating the many

and serlous mconveniences resulting from the uncertainty and vagueness of the
law as observed in the several transmarine provinces subject to the Portuguese
Crown! With regard to the rights of ownership which must be tolerated there, until
such t1_m_e as the proper measures can be adepted, t0 the end, that the principles
of .mdlvulual liberty and equality may receive the strict and liberal application
which the Klngs Of these realms have, from time immemorial always Ipro-
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claimed, and which in the glorious reigns of the King D011 Jose, and 0f the
Queen Dona Maria I, of beloved memory, were ordered to be extended to the
entire continent of the Kingdom of Portugal, and to the adjacent islands.

Agreeing to the proposal of the Transmarine Council contained in their
report of 9th December, 1853, amplifying what is enacted by the Royal Letters
Patent of 7th February, 1701, and What is now in practice in the Province of
Cape Verd in some cases, and in that of Angola in others ; and fixing once for
all the true acceptation 0f the term and effect of enfranchisement, which the
“ Alvara” of 16th January, 1773, justly proscribed as barbarous and anti—
Christian in the strict sense of the ancient Roman law, but Which in the liberal
and civilizing sense of the constitutional charter of the monarchy bears a
different, very limited and humane acceptation. I am pleased, in the name of
the King, and using the power conferred by Article XV, § 1, 0f the Additional
Act, after hearing the Council of Ministers, to decree as follows :

TITLE 1.

Registration of Slaves.

ARTICLE I. All slaves existing in the Portuguese transmarine dominions at
the time of the publication of this Decree, shall be registered within the term
of thirty days, in the presence of the proper authorities of the township,
district or garrison wherein they reside. This registration shall be made in the
manner enacted in Article VII of the Regulations, dated 25th October, 1853,
and for it the masters of slaves shall pay a fee of 500 reis for each slave.

II. Such slaves as may not have been presented and inscribed on the
above—mentioned register, within the prescribed term, Will be considered as
enfranchised for all the effects of this Decree.

III. The book of registration Will be sent to the Governor of the province,
who will cause to be extracted therefrom lists of the registered slaves, declaring
their names, sex and age ; and Which he will forward With the least possible
delay through the proper department.

IV. Such slaves as may be imported into the said dominions by land,
subsequent to the publication of the present Decree, shall be also registered in
a separate book, in the manner enacted by Article I, and within the term of
thirty days from their arrival.

§. Authentic lists of the slaves thus registered shall be sent every
quarter to the Governor of the province, for the purposes mentioned in
Article III.

V. N0 action may be brought on in Court upon questions of liberty, unless
a. certificate of registration is produced. ‘

TITLE 2.

Ransom and Protection of Slaves.

VI. A11 slaves residing in territory belonging to the Crown of Portugal,
have a right to claim their natural‘liberty, upon compensating theirmasters for
the just price of their service.

t. From the date of the publication. of the present decree, all slaves
belonging to the State are free.

VII. A11 slaves imported by land into the dominions of Portugal, subse-
quent to the publication of this decree, are to be considered as liberated
negroes, being bound, however, to serve their masters for the term of ten years,
in accordance with the Regulations of 25th October, 1853.

§ 1. It is lawful to sell the services of these negroes for the whole or for a
portion of the time during which they are bound to serve.

§ 2. The certificate of the registration required by Article IV, is a docu-
ihegit essentially necessary for enforcing the service to Which these negroes are
1a e
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VIII. The liberated negroes mentioned in the preceding Article, have an
equal right with that accorded by Article VI, to slaves ; and all the other
provisions of this decree are in like manner applicable to both classes of
negroes.

IX. The State is the natural patron and guardian of all slaves, liberated
negroes, and their children.

X. In each of the transmarine provinces the exercise of this guardianship
will be confided to a board, to be established in the capital city, under the
denomination of a Board for the protection of slaves and liberated negroes.

§ 1. The Bishop of the diocese will be President for llfe of the Board, and
in his absence the ecclesiastic exercising the ordinary authority, under any
title whatsoever. _

§ 2. WVhen the said ordinary authority is held collectively by the Chapter
“ sede vacante,” the President of the Chapter Will be President of the Board.

§ 3. The members of the Board are, the Law Officer of the Crown, the
President of the Municipal Chamber, and the Provedore of the Orphan Asylum
established in the capital of the province.

§ 4. Should the management of the Asylum be provisionally confided to
a Committee, the place of the Provedore at the Board will be filled by the
President of the Committee.

§ 5. In the Province of S. Thomé e Principe, and in others Where only
a delegate of the law officer of the Crown resides, this officer will be a member
of the Board.

XI. The guardians of pauper prisoners, of slaves, and liberated negroes,
appointed byDecree of 30th December, 1852, will be, in the Provinces of
Angola and S. Thomé e Principe, subject to, and immediate agents of, the
Board, and will receive from it their authority and instructions.

§ .1. The provisions of the said Decree are hereby extended to the other
transmarine provinces, t0 the end that similar guardians may be appointed in
all of them, to be in like manner subject to the authority and instructions of
the several Boards.

§ 2. The public prosecutor’s delegate, or suh-delegate, will by right hold
the same office on the part of the Board.

§ 3. In places where no public officer of this kind resides, the Board may
depute its authority and jurisdiction to the parish priest or missionary, or to
any other person Whom it may consider most fit. '

§ 4. The person thus appointed Will, in this capacity, be considered by all
judges and authorities of every kind and grade, as invested With all the power
and force which the laws confer upon these officers. ‘

XII. The Board for the protection of slaves and liberated negroes has
the charge, and the consequent right of protecting and actingfor them in all
matters, in Court as well as elsewhere ; it exereises over them and their
children paternal authority ; it directs their' affairs; protects their property;
collects and administers all inheritances, bequests, legacies, gifts, alms, or
any donations Which may be made, either by deed or by will, to individuals or
to the community, in favour of the charitable objects of the ransom of slaves,
and the maintenance and education of slaves and liberated negroes.

XIII. The Board Will have a special place of deposit for keeping all its
revenues, and also for those belonging under any title whatsoever to its wards
individually.

XIV. In the collection, management, and administration of the general
property and income of slaves and liberated negroes, and 0f the particular
effects of each one, the Board Will follow the rules prescribed by law for the
administration of the property of orphans.

XV. All property and incomes which, under any title whatsoever, belong
01: may hereafter belong to the general property of slaves and liberated negroes,
W111 enjoy all the privileges Which the law grants to property belonging to the
Lisbon Orphan Asylum.
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XVI. It is incumbent on the Board, with reference to the protection of
slaves:

1st. To take care that the rights of ownership be exercised within the
limits of religion, of humanity, and 0f the laws, by making use of persuasion
and admonition, and having recourse to the authority of the judges and
magistrates, if necessary.

2nd. To protect and take care of the lawfully-acquired effects of slaves,
and to supervise their application causing them to serve principally for procuring
the means of their ransom. ‘

3rd. To institute and carry on in Court the claims for their liberty, as
authorized by Article VI of this Decree. ‘

4th. T0 institute and carry on in like manner claims in Court, When a
freeman or liberated negro wishes to assert the liberty already acquired by him,
or that which he has never lost.

XVII. The Board will draw up for this purpose a regulation adapted to
the local and special circumstances of each province; and which being approved
by the Governor-General in Council, will be carried into immediate and pro-
visional execution, until such time as it may be examined by my transmarine
council, and definitively sanctioned by me. v

XVIII. The Board is charged with the protection and general guardian—
ship of the persons and property of liberated negroes; it is incumbent on it to
direct their education and instruction; to administer to the wants of such as
are poor and destitute, and in general to watch over all. _

' TITLE 3.

Acquisition of Liberty.

XIX. Such slaves as by themselves, or their own property, or through the
charity or favour of others, obtain the means of acquiring their liberty, may
have recourse to the Board of Protection, or to any of its agents or delegates,
in order to cause the master to be called before the Court of Conciliation, for
the purpose of coming to an agreement upon the amount of the ransom.

XX. The agent or delegate of the Board Will proceed immediately to make
the required [summons

XXI. From the time that the master of the ‘ slave is summoned: to the
Court, the agent or delegate may, if he think fit, request the judicial authority
to cause the slave to be placed in the custody of a proper person.

XXII. Should the amount of the ransom be agreed upon in Court between
the master of the slave and the agent or delegate of the Board, a deed shall be
drawn up embodying this agreement, and also evidence of the delivery of the
price; and thus the manumission of the slave Will be complete; the receipt for
the amount agreed to Will be annexed to the deed. '

§~ _1. This deed after receiving the signatures of the judge or his substitute;
of the master, of the agent or delegate of the Board, and of the scrivener, will
constitute the certificate of emancipation of the slave.

§ 2. The costs of this process, if an agreement is efi'ected, will be paid one
half by the slave, and one half by the master; if otherwise, the whole to be
paid by the master.

XXIII. Should no- agreement‘be arrived at, the agent or delegate of the
Board Will petition the judicial authority to cause the ngaster to be summoned to
appoint, and to be present at the appointment of, arbltrators on behalf of each
party, in order to fix the amount of the ransom. '

§ If on the expiration of twenty—four hours: the master of the slave has
CLASS B. v .
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not named an arbitrator on his part, a certificate to that effect will be recorded

on the process, and the arbitrator will be named by the Judge.

XXIV. After these arbitrators have been appointed, the judge Will name

a third as referee, who must be a man of established _ honesty and justice, and

well versed in the appraisement of slaves, and Will notify to all three arbitrators
a/certain hour within the next twentyiour for proceeding to .fix the aniount

of iansom, this act to be performed in open court, the proper Judge pres1ding

after having administered the oath to the arbitrators. . .

1. In fixing this price, the arbitrators W111 have in Vieyv the age of the
slaves, their state of health, knowledge, habits, service, professmn or trade, and

any other qualification Which may increase or diminish their value ; these cir-
cumstances alone and not any caprice or affection on the part of the master,
Will regulate the appraisement. _ .

§ 2. Should the arbitrators on both Sides agree as to the price of the

liberty of the slave, the appraisement is concilided. .

§ 3. Should they not agree, the referee W111 then be called upon to deeide,

and although he is not bound to agree with the amount proposed by either

party, yet his appraisement must not exceed the highest amount, or be less than

the lowest, and his appraisement Will be taken as the proper compensation.

XXV. The judge Will ratify by judicial decision, the agreement arrived at
by the arbitrators; and upon delivery of the amount to the master of the slave
the manumission shall be completed. A transcript of the judicial decision,
together With the receipt of the price signed by the master, and countersigned
by the judge and the scrivener will constitute the certificate of emancipation of
the slave.

XXVI. This verbal and summary proceeding does not admit of delays, or
any further term beyond that mentioned, and must be concluded without fail
Within eight days.

XXVII. These proceedings and this appraisement become unnecessary in the
case of slaves, who, forming part of an inheritance, are therein described and
valued. They may claim their liberty When through their own means 01‘ through
the charity or favour of another, they are enabled to make good to the estate
the amount of appraisement.

XXVIII. In cases of claims, such as are mentioned in section 4, of Article
XVI, of this Decree, the agent or delegate of the Board Will summon before
the Court, those Who detain as slaves any persOns calling themselves freemen or
liberated negroes; and Will there by every lawful means seek to obtain the
acknowledgment of the disputed liberty. 4

§ 1. Should no agreement be come to, the matter must be brought before
the Court for contested questions, “ Juizo Contencioso ” where the form of sum-

. mary process for cases of outrage will be observed. as prescribed in Article
CCLXXXI, of the “Novissima Reforma Judicial.” The detainer is bound to
prove that the person detained, is a slave as represented by him. Should he fail
to do so, such person will be declared free. . .

§ 2. The provision of Article XXI of this decree is, applicable in this case.

TITLE 4.

Guardianship of Liberated Negroes.

XXIX. Allslaves Who under any circumstances obtain their liberty, enter
at once the class of liberated negroes, and become subject to the public
guardianship of the Board. . ‘

§ Such slaves as obtain their liberty through the general provision Of the
law, as enacted in the clause of Article VI of this Decree, are bound to serve
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the state for seven years, under the provisions of the regulation of 25th

October, 1853. ,

XXX. The ,Board of Protection will adopt as its provisional rule, with

regard to the liberated negroes of the state, as well as to all others in general,

the system of registration and the other administrative provisions contained

in the said regulation of 25th October, 1853.

XXXI. Any infant slave, on whose part the sum of 5,000 reis is delivered

in the act of baptism, either to the Parish Priest, or to the officiating Minister,

will become ipso facto as free as if he was freeborn. In the entry of the baptism

the proper evidence Will be recorded. ‘

§ 1. The sum thus delivered to the parish Priest will be given up to the

master. '
t 2. For the purposes of this Article infancy is extended to the age of

five years.
§ 3. Should any sums be granted 01' bequeathed by known or unknown

persons, to be appropriated to the ransom of infantslaves in the act of baptism,

they will be collected and administered in the manner prescribed by Articles

XIV and XV of this Decree.

XXXII. Infants Who thus attain to the condition of freemen, will never—

theless, until their majority, remain under the guardianship of the Board of

Potection as if they were liberated negroes.

XXXIII. Any liberated negro who may belong to; any of the following

classes, will cease to be under the public guardianship and will be considered as

a freeman, and enjoy the full entire and absolute rights of a citizen.
Bachelors graduated at the University of Coimbra.
Graduates of any denomination of a foreign University or Academy.
Clergymen in Sacred‘Orders. ‘
Members of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Lisbon.
Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers of the Army and Navy.

. Those who may have gone through a course of studies at the Lisbon or

Oporto Polytechnic Schools, or the Naval, Military or Medical Schools of

Lisbon or Oporto, the Mathematical and Military and Medical Schools of Goa,
the Medical School of Funchal, or at any other high schools which may hereafter
be established. '

7. The professors of the primary, secondary, and superior branches of
learning.

8. Those who may have filled the office of alderman, 01' clerk to the Muni—
cipal Chamber, administrator of a district, or judge (elez'to, ordinario, or substi-

tute) of clerks to the courts or of notary public, or any other office of equal or
superior rank. '

9. Merchants carrying on a wholesale trade.
‘ 10. Book—keepers and head clerks of commercial houses.
11. Such as may have acquiredany landed property.
12. The managers of farming and manufacturing establishments.

“
9
‘
1
“
9
’
9
5
"
?

TITLE 5..

‘ General and Penal Provisiohs, ” 1‘

XXXIV. All bequests are valid when the testator'th‘ereby leaves his inhe-
ritance or legacy to a third party under the promise of delivering it to the

slave when liberated, either with or without the clause ‘of'employing the whole
or part of the inheritance or legacy in the ransom of that slave.
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XXXV. In the case contemplated in the preceding Article, the Board of

Protection is empowered and bound to demand in court, through 1ts agents
and delegates, the execution and full compliance with such'bequests.

XXXVI. Besides what is enacted in Articles XII, XIII, XIV, XV,
and XXXIV, of this Decree, the endowment of the Board Wlll comprise the

following funds 2——
1. A proportion to be regulated by the Board, of the proceeds of the labour

of liberated negroes. . .

2. The proceeds of the penalties and. fines 1mpqsed by this Decree.
3. Five per cent. upon the price of slaves sold, in Whatever way such sale

may be effected. _ . ' _
4. The proportions of the revenues of the municipahmes and asylums voted

by the General Boards, and in the absence of these, by the Governors—Greneral in
Council. ‘

5. Whatever subsidiary amounts may be voted by the said General Boards
or Governors—General in Council to meet the requirements of the Board of
Protection. _

6. In the Kingdom of Angola, and its dependenmes, a per centage upon
what is actually paid by the so-called carriers until such t1me as they are
suppressed ; the amount to be arbitrated the same way as above.

XXXVII. In sales of slaves by public auction, it will not be per—
mitted to outbid an ofi‘er made for efi‘ecting the liberty of the slave, provided
that such offer shall cover the amount of appraisement. A certificate of the
deed of appraisement will constitute the certificate of emancipation of said
slave.

XXXVIII. It is prohibited to alienate, uncle]; any circumstances what-
soever, a married slave separately from his wife, :if also a slave; as also a
slave mother from her children if slaves and under seven years of age.

XXXIX. The children of a female slave proved to have been born
While she has been in a state of concubinage with her master, will be liberated -
without ransom.

XL. Any person who may knowingly detain as slaves, free or liberated
negroes, will incur the penalties attached to the crime of private restraint, and
Will pay besides, to the coffers of the Board of Protection, the sum of 100,000
rels. , '

XLI. Any person selling as a slave, or otherwise trafl‘icking with
his own child, will incur the penalty of imprisonment enacted by Article
CCCXXVIII, of the Penal Code, and besides this, pay to the Board of Protec-
tion, 200,000 reis, and such child shall become free, , ‘ ' "

XLII. The share belonging to the State of‘ all penalties : and fines
levied, or to be levied, upon those who carry on the‘Slave Trade, or in any
way abet it, as also of the securities unredeemed which are mentioned in
Article XXIV of the decree of 10th December, 1836, will be ceded in favour of
the funds of the Board.

XLIII. Contracts entered into for labour with African chiefs or others,
may not exceed the term stipulated in Article X of the Regulation of
25th October, 1853, and will be specially liable to the supervision of the Boards
of Protection, all other authorities being likewise bound to take care that
these contracts may not become’an abuse in contravention of the laws Which
prohibit the Traffic in Slaves. "

XLIV. The Boards of Protection Will send to the Government in the
months of January and July, half-yearly and detailed reports of their labours.-
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XLV. The Governors, as the heads of all administration in their respective
provinces, will furnish to the Government in the month of January of each year,
an annual and circumstantial report of the manner in which this Decree has been
put in practice.

XLVI. The Governors of the transmarine provinces will, as soon as they
receive this Decree, cause it to be immediately published and put into execu—
tion, taking such provisional measures in Council as may be necessary for
the prompt and due compliance therewith, which under no circumstance or
pretext may be delayed.

XLVII. A11 legislative enactments to the contrary are hereby revoked.

The Viscount d’Athoguia, Peer of the Realm, Minister and Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs, and for the Marine and Colonial Departments, shall

thus understand and cause it to be carried out.

KING REGENT.
Palace, December 14, 1854. VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

N0. 356.

The Earl qf Clav‘endon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, I t ‘ H ‘ ' 'Foreign Ofiice, January 16, 1855.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 11th of December, I trans-
mit to you herewith for your information, a. copy of a despatch=i= from the
Acting British Consul at the Cape Verds, resPecting the person belonging to the
slaver lying at St. Antonio, who had obtained a passport for Portugal. '

I am, &c.
(Signed) , CLARENDON.

 

N0. 357.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Paloenham.

Sir, , Foreign Ofice, January 18, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 8th instant, inclosing a trans-
lation of the Portuguese Decree which was published on the 14th December
last, containing regulations for the registration, redemption, and partial
emancipation of slaves in the Colonial Possessions of Portugal; and I have to
acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government approve the observations and
suggestions made by you in your conversation with Viscount d’Athoguia upon
the subject of this Decree.

You will inform the Viscount (l’Athoguia, that as far as the Decree goes,
and as a. step in the right direction, it is satisfactory to Her Majesty’s Govern—
ment ; but you W111 again press upon his Excellency’s consideration the importance
of a strict and bond fide registration as the best check upon- the deception s0
likely to be practised by the owners of slaves of filling up, by newly imported
negroes, the vacancies occasioned by deaths or desertions.

I have sent a copy of the Decree of December 14, to Mr. Brand, the British
Vice—Consul at Loanda, who is at present at home on leave of absence, and I
have directed him to point out to me any amendments or additions Which may
occur to him as being desirable for the completion of this measure ; and when
I receive Mr. Brand’s report, I may have to instruct you to address the Portu—
guese Minister further upon the subject. . , ,

' , I am, 8:0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

* No. 372.
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No. 358.

Sir R. Pakenham t0 the Earl of Clarendon.-(Received January 27.)

My Lord, Lisbon, January 19,, 1855.

WITH my despatch of 27th November last, I had the honour to

submit copies of two notes which I had addressed t9 the Portuguese Minister

for Foreign Affairs, in obedience to the ‘instructions contained in your

Lordship’s deepatches of the 26th September and 16th November, rela-

tive to infractions of the Treaty of 1842, committed by the local Govern-

ment of Loanda in allowing slaves to be transported in excessive numbers

from the continent to the Portuguese Islands, such slaves being moreover, in

the majority of cases, field labourers, and not domestic servants, as required by

the Treaty to legalize their removal.
I have now the honour to lay before your Lordship a translation of

a note which I have received from the Viscount d’Athoguia purporting to be

an answer to my above—mentioned notes and inclusing two Portarias—orders

in the King’s name—which are stated to have been issued with the view to

correct the abuses complained of.
On looking into these orders your Lordship will find, that although they

convey a severe reprimand to the colonial authorities for allowing slaves to

be carried to the islands in excessive numbers, and desire that henceforth no

more than one settler (“ colono”) accompanied by ten slaves and no more, shall

be allowed to proceed in any vessel, whether a ship of war or a merchant—

vessel passing from the continent to the islands, nqthing whatever is said in

them of the important condition required by the Treaty, that negroes so
transported shall be bum? fide domestic servants.

I have hastened to point out to the Viscount d’Athoguia, by a note of

which I have the honour herewith to submit a copy, the imperfect nature of
the orders which have thus been sent to the authorities of Angola, and to
request in the name of Her Majesty’s Governmeut, that the defect may be
remedied with the least possible delay.

I have, &c.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 358.

Viscount d’Athogm‘a to Sir R. quenham.

(Translation) Palace, January 16,- 1855.

IN answer to the notes which you Were pleased to address to me on the

14th August, 5th October, and 24th November of last year, in which by the
orders of your'Goverument you claim that prompt measures may be taken
for putting a stop to the abuses which were said to have been committed by
thesuperior authorities of the Province of Angola, relative to the embarkation

of slaves for the Islands of St. Thomas and Prince’s, against the stipulations of
the Treaty of 3rd July, 1842, between Portugal and Great Britain, I have to
acquaint you that the two Portarias of which I have the honour to forward

copies to you, were issued by the Marine Department on the 27th December
last, to the Acting Governor-General of the above-mentioned province.

By them you will perceive that His Majesty was pleased to disapproVe

of the conduct of the authorities who allowed such an embarkation to take

place {and to command, that in future no vessel whether of war or merchant,

may be allowed to convey more than one colonist, who will only be permitted

to take with him as many as ten slaves.
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By this last stipulation, which is not to be found expressly set forth in '
that Treaty, His Majesty’s Government censider that they afford to Her
Britannia Majesty’s Government a fresh proof of their earnest desire to
prevent as far as liesin their power the inhuman Traffic of Slaves.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 358.

Portam'a.

(Translation) Palace, December 27, 1854.
HIS Majesty the King Regent in the name of the King, having read the

confidential despatches dated- 18th“ and 29th April last respectively, from the
Provisional Government of the Province of Angola, giving an account of the
permission granted for the embarkation of slaves belonging to the colonists
who left Loanda for the Province of St. Thomas and Prince’s, in the state
vessels “ Trindade ” and “ Esperanga,” and also of the correspondence which
took place upon this subject between that Governorship and the Commissioner
and Arbitrator of the Mixed Commission; the said august personage orders
it to be declared through the Marine and Colonial Department to the Acting
Governor-General 0f the said province, that he has; been pleased, conforming
With the report of the Transmarine Council of the 22nd September last, to
disapprove the conduct of the Provisional Government on this subject,
inasmuch as the practice which has been followed in Angola being to allow
no more than 10 slaves to embark in one ship, the Provisional Government
ought not to have altered this rule on their own responsibility, and without the
authority of this Department, as they were not aware whether such an altera-
tion would cause embarrassment to His Majesty’s Government.

(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 358.

Portaria.

(Translation) ‘ Palace, December 27, .1854.

HIS Majesty the King Regent in the name of the King ordains, through
the Marine and Colonial Department, that the Acting Governor-Greneral of
the Province of Angola shall not, until further orders from this Depart-

ment, and in conformity With the practice followed in that province, allow any

vessel, whether a merchant—vessel or a man~of-war, to take. on board more

than one co'lonist who Will only be permitted to take With him as many as
10 slaves.

(Signed) VISCOUNT D’ATHOGUIA.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 358.

Sir R. Pakenham to Viscount d’Athoguia.

Lisbon, January '19, 1855.

THE Undersigned, &c., has had the honour to receive the note addressed.
to him by his Excellency the Viscount d’Athoguia, hearing date the 16th June,
and inclosing copies of two Portai‘ias‘lately issued for the purpose, as stated by
his Excellency, of putting a stop to the abuses Which have beenfor some time
Practised‘ by theauthorities of Loanda, in allowing slaves to be transported,
1n excessive numbers, by vessels of the Colonial Government from the conti-
nent to the Portuguese islands, such slaves heing‘moreover in the majority of
cases mere field labourers, and not household servants as especially required
by the Treaty to justify their removal. v ,



376 PORTUGAL.

The Portarias lately issued go to remedy the. first of these evils, but
nothing whatever is said in them on the other equally important pomt; namely,
that the slaves allowed to be removed shall be bond fide household servants.
If his Excellency will have the goodness again toiqok over the notes which the
Undersigned had the honour, by command of h1s Government, to address to
his Excellency on the 14th of August, 5th of October, and 24th of November
last, he Will find that the remonstrances of Her Majesty’s Government
related in a great measure to the reprehensible practice of allowing passengers
proceeding to the islands to take With them,under the Icharacter of household
servants, slaves in no way coming under that deserlptlon; and 0n_ reference
to the Treaty of 3rd J uly, 1842, Article V, his Excellency Will further
perceive that there is nothing against which stronger‘precaution‘s are prov1ded
in that compact, than the very irregularity to whieh the UnderSIgned has now
the honour to direct his Excellency’s attention.

The Undersigned therefore is justified in reqqesting, in the nanie of Her
Majesty’s Government,that his Excellency the Viscount d’.A.thogu1a Will he
pleased to cause such further orders to be sent to the authorities of Angola in
addition to those already issued, as shall remedy the defect now eVident m
those instructions, and render them complete and satisfactory accordlng t0
the letter and spirit of the existing Treaty for the euppression of the Trafiic 1n
Slaves.

The Undersigned, 8w.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

No. 359.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakénham.

Sir, ' Foreign Ofice, January 29, 1855.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 19th instant With its inclo-

sures, on the subject of the infractions of the Treaty of July 3rd, 1842,
committed by the authorities of Angola in permitting large quantities of slaves
to be shipped at Loanda for conveyance to the Portuguese islands of St. Thomas
and. Prince’s, and I have to acquaint you that I approve the note Which you
addressed to the Viscount d’Athoguia on the 19th instant, pointing out the
imperfect nature of the orders issued by the Portuguese Government in their
Portaria 0f the 27th of December last, and requirihg them not only to limit
the number of slaves Which colonists are allowed to take with them to the
islands, but also to insist that none but domestic slaves shall accompany the
colonists in those voyages.

‘ I am, &c. ‘
(Signed) ' CLARENDON.

 

N0. 360.

Sir R. Pakenham to the Earl of Clarendon.—-(Received February 21.)

My Lord, ‘ Lisbon, February 10, 1855.

I HAD the honour on the 5th of this month to receive your Lordship’s
. despatch of the 18th January.

I have fulfilled the instructions contained in itz by communicating Verbally
to' the Viscount d’Athoguia the Wishes and expectations of Her Majesty’s
Government With regard to the precautions to be taken to insure‘a strict bond
jicle registration of slaves in the Portuguese colonial dominions.

A more formal communication on this subject may more pr0per1y be made
when I am in possession of the instructions Which your Lordship gives me to
expect I shall receive When your Lordship has heard Mr. Consul Brand’s opinion
as to any amendments or additions Which may appear advisable for the com-
pletion of the measure in question.

. In the meantime, the Viscount d’Athoguia assures me that a code of
instructions to the colonial authorities, for the better fulfilment of the late
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Decree, is under the consideration of the Ultra-Marine Council, in which pro—

vision will be made for the errors and omissions in the Decree Which I ventured

to point out to the Viscount d’Athoguia’s notice as likely to lead to fraud and

abuse.
I have, 8w.

(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

 

No. 361.

Sir R. Pakenham t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 21.)

My Lord, ' Lisbon, February 10, 1855.

I HAVE the honour herewith to inclose a translation of a despatch lately

received from Captain Rodovalho, commanding the brig “ Serra do Pilar” on

"the west coast of Africa, reporting an important capture of negroes t0 the

number of 194, intended for shipment, efi’ected by him in the month of

November last, at Point Equimina, in the Province of Benguella, and the arrest

and imprisonment of the persons who were found engaged in that criminal

enterprise.
This Captain Rodovalho is the officer whose praiseWorthy resistance to

certain irregular acts of the Provisional Government of Angola in permitting

thetransportation of slaves from the continent to the islands, I was directed,

by your Lordship’s despatch of 26th September last, to bring to the

notice of His Most Faithful Majesty’s Governmeht. For this reason, as well

as on account of the meritorious service performed by him, on the occasion to

which this despatch more immediately relates, I am glad to hear from the

Viscount d’Athoguia, that he has received the King Regent’s commands to

forward to Captain Rodovalho the Decoration of the Order of Christ.
I have, &C. ,

(Signed) ’ R. PAKENHAM.

 

Inclosure in No. 361.

Captain Rodovalho to the Minister for Marine and the Colonies.

(Translation)

Sir, , ,

I HAVE the satisfaction of acquainting your Excellency, that being at

anchor in the pint of Benguella on the 16th instant, I received on the same

day 3. Confidential letter from the Governor of that place, by which he requested

of me the assistance of the brig under my command,yto repair to a place

called Equimina, where there was said to be a considerable number of slaves

intended to be shipped for exportation 3 and he sent to me as a guide on this
important service a black, Speaking Portuguese, who having succeeded in making

his escape,had come to Benguella, and brought him the information in question.

Accordingly, in consequence of all these circumstances, and notwithstanding
my being employed on a most important service, for which I had received His

Majesty’s most peremptory orders, I determined, nevertheless, to sail for the

place indicated, for which purpose I weighed from Benguella 0n the 17th, and

lay—to in Elephant‘s Bay on'the evening of the 19th. At 11 PM. on the same

day, I shoved off with Second Lieutenants G. F. de Almeida Pereira e Souza,

J . da Meuna Aparicio, and P. C. de Aguiar Craveiro Lopes, taking with me
besides these three officers a body of forty men. I steered for the beach at

Equimina, landed there, and at once proceeded to the factory of Ignacio
Teixeira Xavier, where I arrived about 3 A.M. on the following day. I was

informed by the black who accompanied me as guide on this expedition, that
this factory was the place where the slaves were, of whom I was in search, andI

at ‘once observed, that they were in the gardens belonging to the house where the

said‘Ignacio Teixeira Xavier lived; and as, because of the darkness of the night,
I‘could not efi'ect my design, I set a watch round the factory, and'remained in

perfeét siletige until the break of dawn. As soon as it was clear daylight, I
LASS . . '
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caused the garden—gate to he opened, and on entering I discovered a consi~
derable number of blacks of both sexes, the greater part of whom being loaded
with fetters, began to clap their hands for joy, knowing that I was going to

deliver them from the chains and captivity in which they were groaning. I

next proceeded to arrest the owner of the factory; and on counting the slaves,

I found by the lists that were handed to me, that 164 were employed in

gathering urzella and farm labour, and that 50 men and 33 women, then in
irons, 37 female children, 69 males, and 5 infants, were designed for embarkation,

——as the servants themselves of the factory declared,‘ and the Portuguese—

speaking blacks corroborated them; the Whole amounting to the number of 194
were taken. Taking into consideration, then, all these proofs, it is plain

that the slaves in irons were there only for the purpose of being embarked for

exportation, and that the principal agent in that iniquitous speculation is, beyond

a doubt, the said Ignacio Teixeira Xavier, Who has j‘prohably been also the agent

in all the shipments Which have recently been made to the southward of this
district. Accordingly, I took into custody, and conveyed on board the brig

under my command, not only the said Xavier, but also the 194 blacks intended
for shipment, taking off their irons, which I keep in my possession. I did not
proceed to the destruction of the factory, knowing that that establishment is

intended also for farming purposes and lawful trade, for Which purpose I left

there all the slaves Who were employed so usefully. Finally, it remains for me

to report to your Excellency, that as I am not at liberty to delay the execution.
of the service required of me by His Majesty, by conveying the prisoners to
Loanda, I have been obliged to put into Benguella, where I leave them under
charge in the Castle of St. Philip ; and on my return from the southern coast,
I will receive them on board again, in order that they may be handed over to
the proper Court at Loanda, and dealt With according to law.

(Signed) J0A0 MAXIMO DA SILVA RODOVALHO,
Captain.

Brig “Serra d0 Pilar,” at anchor in the Port of Benguella,
November 21, 1854. ‘

 

No. 362.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pahenham.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, February 26, 1855.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 10th instant}e inclosing a copy
of a despatch from Captain Rodovalho, in command of the Portuguese
brig “Serra do Pilaf,” on the west coast of Africa, reporting the capture,
by him, of 194 negroes intended for shipment, and the arrest of the person
concerned in the project ; and Ihave to inform you that Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment have learned with satisfaction the success of Captain Rodovalho’s expedi-
tion, and that he has been rewarded by his Government for his praiseworthy
exertions on this occasion.

I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

' N0. 363;

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R.‘ Pahenham.

(Extract) . 7 v , . I Foreign Ofice, Mach 6,1855.v
I TRANSMIT to you herewith for your informatibn, a copy of a despatchf

from Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s; Arbitrator in the British and Portuguese

Mixed Commission Court at Loanda, announcing the departure from that

4-" No. 361.’ ’ 1' Class A, No. 82.
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place of the Rev. Mr. Livingstone, to resume his travels in the interior of

Africa, after having met with the most friendly treatment during his stay at

Loanda.

 

No. 364.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, filarch 6, 1855.

I TRANSMIT herewith a copy of a despatch* from Her Majesty’s Commis—
sioners at Loanda, stating that Major Amaral, the President of the Provisional
Government of Angola, has informed them that he is ready to cooperate with
them in the most cordial and zealous manner towards the extinction of the
Slave Trade; and I have to instruct you to express to the Portuguese Minister
for Fereign Affairs the satisfaction which this! assurance on the part of Major
Amaral has afforded to Her Majesty’s Government.

V I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0 365.

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir R. Pakenham.

Sir, Foreign Oflice, March 6, 1855.
I TRANSMIT herewith a copy of a memorandum which has been drawn

up by Mr. Brand, the British Vice-Consul at Loanda, relative to the Decree
which was published by the Portuguese Government on the 14th of December
last, providing for the registration and partial emancipation of slaves in the
colonial possessions of Portugal.

As the opinions expressed in this paper are founded upon a personal know-
ledge 0f the mode of conducting the system of slavery in an important colony
of Portugal, and as the suggestions made by Mr. Brand appear to me to be
capable of being practically and usefully applied in the preparation of the Code
of Instructions which you state in your despatch of the 10th ultimo,1- is
now under the consideration of the Portuguese Colonial Board, I have to instruct '
you to communicate to the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs a copy of
the inciosed memorandum, and to state, to his Excellency that it will afford
much satisfaction to Her Majesty’s Government if the Colonial Council should
find it practicable to embody in the new system for the emancipation of slaves,
any of the provisions suggested by Mr. Brand, and more particularly those Which
are intended to improve the process of registration; to give the negroes the
means of obtaining agriCultui-al instruction, and of earning money to purchase
their freedom; and generally to facilitate the transition of the slaves from their
present condition to that of free men.

. I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

Inclosure in No. 365.

lkfemorandum.

ON a general view of the Portuguese Decree of the 14th December, 1854;
relative to the registration and redemption of slaves in the Colonial Possessions
0f the Crown'of Portugal, I fully agree, as relates to many of its pro’visions, in'
the opiniOnof Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, that their tendency is bene-
ficent and likely, if duly enforced, to improve the condition of the negroes.

y‘ # Class-A, No; 81, . . Jr No.3éo.
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1. Among the beneficent enactments, besides the advantages to be expected
from registration, there stands prominently forth the important declaration of,

right of redemption contained in the VIth Article.

2. The establishment of a Board of Protection charged with important

functions calculated to benefit the negro Whilst in a state of slavery, in his

transition from that state, and after attaining the cpndition of a “liberto,” also

deserves special notice, as I believe this Board is the first institution publicly

recognized and acknowledged in the Portuguese colpnies, holding forth the right

of appeal to the slave population in general, and possessing a corresponding

power to afford aid and protection.
3. I should also notice the declared validity of trusts for the benefit of the

slave (Articles XXXIV and XXXXV); the privileges conceded to the funds

belonging to slaves and “ libertos ” (Article XV) ; the preference to be given in

public sales of slaves to offers made for their redemption (Article XXXVII);

the prohibition of the separation of husband and Wife, and of mother and child

(Article XXXVIII); and the penal enactments contained in Articles XL and

XLI relative to the detention, as slaves, of free persons or “libertos,” and t0

the sale of children by their parents.
It must be admitted that such enactments have a beneficent tendency; but,

fearful as to their application and enforcement, I am obliged to add that I look
upon them rather as embracing a public recognition and formal declaration of

rights, than as containing a present and efficient remedy for existing evils.

Such a recognition and declaration, however, must be held as important points
ained. ,

g But besides my fears respecting the enforcement of the best of these pro-
visions, there are, I think, omissions and defects in the Decree itself which affect

and materially impair its whole tendency. It will not escape notice, that some

of its provisions which, taken by themselves, appear liberal, are modified by others

subsequently introduced. Thus, for instance, the provision contained in ArticleV I§,

respecting slaves the property of the State, is modified by Article XXIX§.
and in like manner, the tendencies of Article IV and of Article XXXI are

checked by the provisions of Articles VII and XXXII.
1. One prominent feature of the measure is this, that nothing whatever is

done for the immediate and complete emancipation of any portion of the slave
population. Not a single slave becomes a free man by the present operation of
the Decree. Certain classes of negroes attain the middle, state of “ libertos; ”

but beyond this state not one of them can at present advance. Children
under five years of age, redeemed at baptism are indeed declared to be fully

free, and they would, therefore, seem to form an exception, as regards any who
may be so (redeemed immediately on the publication of the Decree, but even, in
their case, they are free only in name, as they continue in the condition of
“libertos ” until they attain the legal age of majority (Article XXXII).

2. A second feature deserves notice, and it is this, that no provision is made
for the complete emancipation of slaves in future,‘ except by passing through
the“ middle state of “ libertos.” Slaves the property of the State appear by

Article XXX,’ to be in the condition of “ libertos ” during their seven years of
_ servitude. Slaves not registered within the thirty days, prescribed by Article I, '
or imported by land after publication of the Decree. Children redeemed
at baptism ; illegitimate children of slave owners, Article XXXIX ; and those
slaves who may purchase their freedom, all pass into this middle state. There
is no direct transition, either present or future, from a state of slavery, to one
of complete freedom, for Article XXIX clearly states, that “ every slave ”
who may have in any way obtained his liberty, passes immediately into the
condition of a “liberto,” &c. , ‘

3. I mention further, that among the provisions of the Decree but little of
a practical tendency is to be found as to the mode of transition from the con-
dition of- a “ liberto ” to that of a freeman. The condition of “ liberto ” seems
to be the measure and limit of the negro’s freedom. Slaves the property of
the State, andislaves imported by land after publication of the Decree are‘n’ot'
declared to be free men after the expiry of their respective'perio'ds of service;
they‘are “'lib'ertos” during these periods, and they appear to be in the same
social: status after their completion, for they are not included in any'of the
twelve classes of free men mentioned in Article XXX. I will subsequently have
occasion to notice, that the attainments and qualifications requisite for being
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comprehended in: almost any one of. these classes, are practically beyond the

reach of the majority of negroes in the condition of “libertos.” Again, as

regards the Boardzof Protection, whilst its functions with respect to the redemp~

tion' of slaves are set forth, and the form of process pretty fully detailed, in

chapter’III,Idol not find any enactment relative to the duties of the Board

in aiding the “liberto ” in his passage from that state to the condition of a

freeman.
‘

These three features appear to me defects; and their. tendency, I fear, is to

retard the progress of the negro in advancing to the enjoyment of complete

freedom.
The preamble of the Decree, in fact, speaks chiefly of two matters ;——the

removal of ambiguity in the law relative to the rights of owners of slaves, and

the proper definition of the terms “lih‘erto,” and “ condition of liberto.” What

the preamble says respecting complete freedom is very indefinite, and is

expressed in the general terms,~——“ until the necessary measures shall he adopted

in order that the principles of personal liberty and equality, may have their

full and liberal application ” (em quanto se na6 tomam as» providencias

convenientes, &c.). ‘

From these general remarks I would desire to proceed to examine the

measure more in detail, but in doing so I meet withseveral difficulties Which

prevent me-from judging fully of its provisions.
1. The Governors of the Ultramarine Provinces are authorised by Article

XLVI to adopt provisionally the necessary measures for the execution of the

Decree; these measures, though materially affecting its practical working,

cannot be judged of at present. . ' '

2. The same remark applies to the measures to be adopted by the Board

of Protection, for its guidance with regard to the protection of slaves (Articles

XVI and XVII). ,
3. Further, there are two documents regulating the execution of the

Decree in some of its most important provisions, which I have not seen. These

are the Decree of the 30th December,’1852, establishing Guratorships of Slaves,

“libertos,” &c. (Article XI, § 1), and the regulations of the 25th October,

1853. The latter of these documents is mentioned six times in the body of

the Decree; its VIIth Article regulates the Whole system of registration pro-

posed (see Articles I and IV), and its provisions in general are mentioned as

regulating the service for twelve years imposed on negroesr introduced by land,

after publication of the Decree (Article VII), and the services of “libertos,”

0f the State, during a period of seven years (Article XXIX, §), as guiding the

Board of Protection provisionally in its proceedings and "administration, as

respects all “libertos ” (Article XXX), and finally as limiting, in terms of its

XIIth- Article, the contracts for service entered into With African. Chiefs (see
Article XLIII). -

For these reasons—the impossibility of judging of measures yet to be

adopted, and my not possessing the documentsabove—mentioned—I am not in a
position to pass judgment on some of the most important matters to whiCh the

Decree applies. Among these, are details of the system of registration to be
adopted both as regards slaves and “libertos,” the rules which are'to guide the
Board of Protection in watching over the interests of negroes Whilst in a-state

of slavery, the principles of administration to be followed by. that Board as
respects “libertos,” and the regulations affecting the services of those “ libertos”
Who. are obliged to serve their , owners; Whether private individuals or the State,

for a period of years; What can-be said by’me as to thedetails of the measure
in question must, therefore, be modified and limited by these considerations.

This Decree, having for its avowed" object the ameliorationfof the condition

of: the neg‘ro,seems~=to contemplate present1 protection, and eventual'but I fear
onlypartial, emancipation; These'end‘s toheattained—I— ‘ ' ’

I; By a'systemof registration.
II; By, the establishment of: a Protectorate.

_ Registration.

Asregards registration, afl,‘ or nearly all,,that' is said on: this subjeet, is
contained. in the first Chapter'of the Decree, consisting ufl five short Articles;
The substance of these Articlesappears tube, that allfslavesin the- Portuguese
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colonies, atthe date of the publication of the Deetee, have to be i‘egistemd

Within thirty days before the respective authoritles 0f the admmistrativ'e
districts, &c., within which they reside in the manner prescribed by the VIIth

Article of the Regulations of the 25th October, 1853, that slaves it; .these
colonies, but not so registered, shall be considered “libertosf’ that'slaves Intro-

duced by land, after publication of the Decree, shall be registered 1n a separate

book, but likewise in the manner prescribed by the VIIth Article of the Regu- '

lations of the 25th October, 1853; that quarterly returns shall be sent from

the districts to the Governor of the province, who shall make returns to the

Secretary of State, setting forth the names, sexes, and ages of the slaves _regis-
tered ; and finally, that in all judicial proceedings respecting libeisty, a certificate

of registration shall form an essential part of the ‘f Autos.’_’ Wlth the addltion

iof a passing reference in Article VII, § 2, and an fIIistruetlon t0 the Board of
Protection, Article XXX, the above is really all that 1S sald 1n the Dectee on the

subject of Registration. It would appear that the hegroes referred to 1n Article

IV are to be registered in a separate book ; but it does not appear, whether the

returns mentioned in the paragraph of that Article relate solely to them or not.

Two registers appear to be prescribed, one for slaves anti one for negroes subse-
quently introduced; but nothing is said as to the registration of the class referi'ed

to in Article II, whether with the former or the latter. The Board of Protection

would seem, by Article XXX} to have something'tq do With the registratlon of

libertos ; but With respect to the officers to be employed, dutles to be performed,

and indeed as regards all details, the Decree is silent. These will, doubtless, be
more or less fully set forth in the Regulations of the 25th October, 1853, already
referred to ;‘ but, as I have not seen these Regulations, all I can do is to
endeavour to indicate some leading features which I think should characterize

such a system of registration as that in question. With other necessary provi-
sions it ought at least to comprehend”

' 1. A threefold classification of the negroes registered.
2. A system of triplicate registration.
3. Periodical returns of material changes of qondition.
4. An annual visitation and inspection.

1. Classified Registration.

There are three classes of negroes in the Portuguese Colonial Possessions,
with the exception of those that are insular, Who, I think, ought to be registered
separately :— _ .

All negroes presented and proved to be slaves, and registered within
the prescribed time; all negrOes in the condition of “ libertos,” except ithose
introduced after publication of the Decree, and all negroes introduced after '
publication of the Decree. '

After the expiry of the prescribed time, all slaves resident in the colony at
that time, but not registered, become “ libertos ;” the slave—population,properly
so-called, will consequently be, from that time, limited to those so registered and
their children. The expiry of the time prescribed for registration forms, in
fact, an important epoch resPecting domestic slavery in the Portugese colonies;
for the number of slaves then'ascertained to exist ought to become fixed and
permanent, except in so far as it may be afiected by births, deaths, redemption,
and the operation of the Vth Article of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. The
beneficentobjects contemplated by the Decree afi'ecting the slaves, would, I
think, be more easily attained by their being registered as a distinct class ofthe
negro population. ‘ _

The condition of the next class renders it most desirable that they should
be dealt with, as regards registration and all other matters, by themselves; and
that the line separating the liberto from the slave should be as broad and well
defined as possible; and that, moreover, every measure should be taken to
prevent the record and evidence. of their actual condition from being in any way
mixed up With the record relating to those in the condition from Which they
have escaped. u

The last class of negroes, on account of their having to be introduced by
land, can form no part of the negro population of the insular colonial possessions
of Portugal. ?They are so introduced after publication of the Decree; and
from this circumstance alonejform a separate class. The 'condition of these
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negroes, introduced as “ libertos,” but obliged to serve their owners for ten years,

during which period they may be bought and sold, is peculiar and exceptional;

and they require to be jealously watched over, lest, under the name of libertos,

their condition should become worse than that of slaves. Their separate regis-

tration is, therefore, desirable, and indeed would seem to be provided for, in

part, by the IVth Article of the Decree. ,

2. Triplicate Registration.

The triplicate registration which I would propose, and of which I need

only suggest an outline, should be carried out by District Registrars, a

I Registrar-Greneral in the capital of each colony, and by the Board of Protection.

It appears to me, that this threefold registration carried out by different

classes 'of officers, each acting as a check upon the others, would tend. to

render the execution of the measure more sure and. complete. The negroes

should in the first instance be presented and registered before the District

Registrar, whose returns to the Registrar—General should be kept by that officer,

after being entered in the general register, it should then be incumbent on the

Registrar—General to transmit authenticeopies of the returns received from

the District-Registrars, to be entered in the register of the Board of Protection.

Heavy penalties ought to attach to District—Registrars making incorrect or

incomplete returns, and it should be in the power of the Board as well as the

duty of the Registrar-General to send special officers at any time in cases of

doubt, to inspect the district registers and take all necessary steps for ascertain-

ing that they are correctly kept. The general register kept in the capital, and the

register kept by the Board of Protection, should be at all times open to the inspec-

tion respectively ofthemembersoftheBoardand the Registrar-General. Further,

in every district, besides the District—Registrar, there ought to be a resident

agent of the Board of Protection, who should be present at every act of the

registration within the district, and report the same without delay to the Board.

It would be among the duties of this officer, to see that no 'negroes are

registered as, slaves but those really in that condition, and that “libertos”

are properly registered as such. . The attention of this officer should be specially

directed to the class of “libertos ” mentioned in the IVth and VIIth Articles of

the Decree. No slaves or “libertos’? ought to be registered Without being

actually brought before the District—Registrar, who in the presence of ' the

district agent of the Board of Protection should, after fully ascertaining the

negroes’ real condition, and real owner, employer, _&c., cause the same with

any other particular to be fully set forth in the register. The particulars

’ enumerated in the 11nd Article of the Spanish Decree of 22nd March, 1854,

seem to comprehend almost all, changing the term owner to that of employer,

in the case of a “liberto,” and adding a description of any distinguishing

mark or marks on the body of the negro. As by the natural operation of the

decree in fixing the number of the slave population, there will arise "a strong

temptation to evade it by registering as slaves, negroes Who, may not be in that

condition, and also by registering the same negro more than once with the

view of subsequently introducing fresh slaves to make up the'number, the

greatest care should be taken by the district officers to prevent such deceptions

being practised. .The marks on the body of each negro registered, ought to

be fully described; and care taken to detect any traces of such‘marks being

subsequently altered. A specialmark put on the body“ of each negro when

registered, might tend to‘ check attempts at this species of deception, as it

would serve as a symbol of previous registration. This symbol ought to be

changed from time to time. : Penaltiessimilar to those mentionedin the IVth, ‘

Vth, and VIth Articles of the Spanish Decree, should attach to district officers,

owners of slaves or others practising or cpnniving at the practice of any

fraudulent act tending to vitiate the district registers, such as altering the

symbolic mark of registration on the body of a negro, &c. The issuing of

register tickets or certificates of , registration are mentioned in the XIIth,

XIIIth, and XIVth Articles of the Spanish Decreez and might be introduced as

an additional check. They should be issued annually in triplicate, one to be

delivered to the slave, another to his owner, and the third deposited with the

Board of Protection. Each certificate should give a summary description of

the slave, mention the place and date of his registratibn, flame and residence
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of his owner, and have impressed on it a mark corresponding with the symbol

of registration on the negro’s body. These certificates ought to be of a. (Size
to allow the endorsement of anychange taking place in the condltlon of the
slave during the year subsequent to their being issued. “L1bertos_” genetally

;.should bear a symbolic mark on their bodies indiqatihg both their condltlon

and registration, and each should possess an authentlc copy of his letter .of

freedom, in addition to a copy of the certificate of registration. The duphcate

of this certificate should be delivered to their employers, or to their masters, in

the case of apprentices. The libertos introduced tinder the 1Vth.and_ VIIth
Articles of the Decree-ought to have a symbolic mark on their bodies dlfferent
from that of other “libertos.” On their introduction they should be imme-

diately presented to the district agent of the Board of Protection, Whose duty
it would be to see them properly registered and located, and, independently of

the returns to be made by the District-Registrar, to report all particulars to
the Board. Neglector fraud on the part of the pereon introducing the negroes
should be punished by the loss of all right in the $ervices of the negroes for
the prescribed period.

3. Periodical Returns.

Periodical returns from each district of all material changes in the
condition of the :negro, should form a part of the gaystem of registration. In
these returns; there ought, at least, to be comprehended, births, deaths, marriages,
changes of ownership, whether by sale, succession, or otherwise, changes of
residence within, and of removals beyond, the district. These changes ought
to'be reported by owners, employers, &c., to the district oflicers, whose duty
'it should be to report the facts at the time, to the Registrar-General and
Board of Protection respectively. These changes should further be duly
registered, and an endorsement to that effect made on the certificates of all
registered negroes, and it should be an instruction to all District-Registrars t0
send-classified and detailed returns thereof at the end of each quarter to the
Registrar—General, to be by him communicated te the Board: of Protection.
In case of deaths, the report ought to be made to the district officers in time .
suflicient to allow them to investigate the cause before interment. Some of
the rules laid down in the XVIth Article of Annex G to the Slave Trade
Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, for the guidance pf Curators in the case 'of

v deceased apprentices, might be- adopted/withadvantage» by the district 'oflicers.
The penalty in the case of births might be the full emancipation of the children
born, with an obligation on the owner to maintain them, Or pay' the charge of
their maintenance for a. certain number of years; in the case of marriages, the
full emancipation of both parties, and in the case of deaths a pecuniary penalty.
Allsales of slaves, all transfers of rights of property in slaves, and contracts
for slave labour not registered and endorsed on the certificate of registration
should be declared invalid and the slaves declared free, and like consequences
as affecting the slaves, should follow when removed beyond the diStrict without
previous notice given and endorsement of certificates. On arrival within the
new district, registration and endorsement of certificates should follow, under
like penalties. Most of these penalties might with certain modifications apply
to the case of “libertos.” Similar results as regards the liberty of the negro,
should follow neglect or connivance on the part of ' the district officers, but in
the case of neglect they should be obliged to make compensation for loss of v
services. Besides the penalties above mentioned, all parties concerned. ’ would
be fmther amenable to the operation of the law for criminal acts or proceed-
ings arising out of an abuse of authority or neglect of duty. j ' ‘ '

4. Annual Visitation. . ' ‘

Besides- the occasional visits of special officers sent by the Registrar-
General‘ and Board of Protection mentioned under the second head, there
ought to be an, annual visitation and inspection of all registers and, registered
negroes; This shouldbemade by at least two officers, one appointed by the
Government, the other'by the Board of Protection. ..It would be difficult to
detail all'the duties which in course of time it. might be foundadvantageous to
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intrust to these visiting officers, but itshould be incumbent on them to inquire
into all matters affecting the welfare and industrial progress of the registered
negroes with a view to propose amendments to the Government and Board of
Pretection :———they might further be invested with a correctional jurisdiction in
summarily disposing of complaints, and settling difi‘erences in trivial cases, and
they should have full power and authority in graver matters, to hold investiga-
tions, cite parties, and take depositions with a view to ulterior proceedings. It
should be among the duties of these officers—

To see that the local registers are correctly kept;
To visit» and call before them all registered negroes With a view to

instituting suitable inquiries as to their condition and industrial and educational
r0 ress;

P gTo superintend the annual issue of fresh certificates of registration, and
to see that the old ones, as well as those of negroes deceased, redeemed or
fully emancipated, are duly cancelled.

Such, in outline, are some of the features Which I think ought to characterise
a system of registration adapted to the peculiar condition of the negro popula-
tion in the Portuguese colonies. ‘

There is however one other point which I would just notice as tending,
I think, to render the measure more complete, and that is an equitable valuation
of slaves at the time of their registration. Such a valuation would enable the
Government to ascertain more fully the real amount of the alleged difficulty
of a general emancipation,—the compensation to be awarded,——and it would
further serve as the basis of subsequent calculations in cases of individual
redemption by purchase. »

Protectomte.

The establishment of a Board of Protection is, as already stated, a promi—
nent feature of the measure and its constitution is given, in Articles IX, X and
XI, Chapter II of the Decree. As the seat of the Board is in the capital of
the Colony, and the official duties of its members require that they should
reside there also, it becomes necessary, for the purposes contemplated, that
there should be agents of the Board in each district, to be in correspondence
with the District—Registrar, in the same manner as the Board itself would be in
correspondence With the Registrar-G eneral. . V

It is possible, that the Guratorships mentioned in the XIth Article, has
established in one, and to be extended to all the Ultramarine Provinces; may
comprehend duties similar to those of District Agents of the Board, but not
having seen the Decree of the 30th December, 1852, I am unable to do more
than allude to them. It appears by the XLIVth and XLVth Articles, that the
Board is to make half—yearly reports of its labours to the Governor of the
province, Who is annually toreport t0 the Government on the general execution
of the Decree. V ~

The labours of the Board seem to contemplate two classes, slaves and
“ libertos,” or negroes in that conditions .. ,. -

With regard to slaves, these labours relate to two objects, protection and
redemption. V , . »

With respect to protection, certain general duties of the Board are
prescribed in the XIIth Article, as affecting both slaves and “ libertosf’ Whilst in
the XVIt-h Article, other duties also of a general character, but specially
relating slaves, are set forth. From these Articles, it appears in substance to be
incumbent on the Board, as far as slaves are concerned, to exercise over them
the rights of protection, tutelage,'and paternalauthority; to collect and admi-
nister all monies, Whether acquired by themselves, bequeathed 0r bestowed in
any way by others" on their behalf, having in view chiefly their redemption ; to’
see that the powers of owners be exercised within the limits of humanity and
religion ; and to institute and follow up such legal proceedings as may be
requisite for securing to, them their liberty. , -

These are general duties, but as to the details and the means by Which
they may be enforced I am unable to speak at present, as it Will be seen by

» the XVIIth Article that the Board is authorized to draw up rules for the regu—
lation of these matters, and adapted to the circumstances of the Province,
Which, rules, after obtaining the approval of the Governor and Council of Govern«

CLASS B.
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ment of the colony, are to be put into execution provisionally. Before, however

they can be adopted definitively, they require the approval of the Regent, after

being examined by the Ultramarine Council at Llsbon. . .

Until these rules be definitively adopted, it is imposmble to Judge of the

practical tendency of this part of the Decree.
Whatever other matters these rules may eventually embrace, they ought

to make a practical provision for the following :. .

1. A restraint on the owners’ power to infllot punishment.

2. A right to suitable food and clothing and medical aid. ' .

3. A legal right to demand redress for all injuries afi‘ectlng either their

persons or the property they may have acquired.

4. A cessation of all Sunday labour.

5. A limitation of the hours of week—day labour.

‘6. The means of acquiring a moral, religious and industrial education.

Inow come to the important question of redemption of slaves, or their

transition from slavery to the condition of “libertos.” There are six modes by

Which this redemption is secured by the provisions of the Decree, and these pro-

visions consequently affect six classes of negroes. V

1. Those not registered Within thirty days after the publication of the

Decree (Article II). '
2. Those introduced by land after publication, of the Decree (Articles IV

and VII .
3. r)l‘hose belonging to the state (Articles VI § and XXIX).

4. The illegitimate children of owners, &0. (Article XXXIX).

5. Children under five years of age redeemed at baptism (Articles XXXI
and XXXII).

6. Those able to purchase their redemption (Article VI).

The first, second, third, and fourth classes become “ libertos ” by operation

of the'Decree alone, and» the duties of the Board on this head, with regard to

them would seem to be those of aiding them, When requisite, in obtaining a

formal recognition and registration of their new condition. The fifth and sixth

classes, however, are differently situated, and they obtain their condition not by

mere operation of the Decree, but by purchase under its provisions, I call the
payment of five mil reis purchase, and I call the elass (fifth) on whose behalf
that sum is paid “ libertos,” as they are considered to be in that condition till
they attain the age of majority. The form of proqess by which the sixth class
can obtain redemption through the intervention of the Board, is set forth in
the XIXth, XXth, XXIst, XXIInd, XXIIIrd, XXIVth, XXVth, XXVIth and
XXVITth Articles, Chapter III. '

This form of process is sufficiently intelligible, The slave is, in the first
instance, to apply to the agent or delegate of the Board of Protection, whose
duty it is to call the owner of the slave before the “ Judge 0f Conciliation,” and
if the matter can be arranged amicably then the proceedings terminate
in the liberation of the negro. Should such, however, not be the case, the
delegate has to apply to the superior judicial authority to take steps for naming
three persons competent to settle the value of the slave, one to act for each
party, and a third to act as arbitrator, if neceseary. These persons being
nominated and sworn, the first and. second shall, before the Judge in public
session, proceed to the valuation; keeping in view the condition and abilities of
the-slave as set forth in the XXIVth Article, § 1 ; and should they disagree, the
third is to decide within the limits pointed out in Article XXIV, § 3. The superior
Judge then completes the proceedings by confirming the decision of the valuators. '
In cases where slaves form part of an inheritance and are therein described. and
valued, such valuation is to be adeped Without further proceedings as the price
of Redemption, Article XXVII. The process above mentioned must always be
concluded within eight days, and the slave may from its commencement (Article
XXI) be placed in safe keeping and beyond the control of his owner. The
letters of freedom to be delivered to the “ liberto ” are described in the XXIInd,
§ 1, and XXVth Articles. The costs of process in cases of oonoifiatiOn, are to
be paid by the owner and the slave in equal parts, in other cases Wholly by the
former; so much for the form of process, but before it can be instituted the
necessary funds must be obtained. The funds at the disposal af the Board of
Protection appear to come from the following sources :—
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1. Legacies, trusts, and charitable donations mentioned in the XIIth

Article for the redemption of slaves, and the maintenance and education of;

slaves and “libertos.”
2. Money legitimately acquired by the slaves themselves (Article XVI,

Par. 2.)
3. Gifts or legacies for the redemption of slaves under five years of age,

at baptism (Article XXXI, Section 3).
4. Trusts for the benefit of slaves after attaining the condition of “ libertos,”

and which may be in whole or in part employed in their Redemption from

slavery (Article XXXIV). .

5. Under Article XXXVI, a part of the proceeds of the labour of “ libertos,”

the proceeds of penalties and fines imposed by the Decree; 5 per cent. on the

prices for which slaves are sold, that portion of the revenues of municipalities

and hospitals Which may be voted by the General Juntas, or by Governors-

General in Council, subsidiary votes of the General Juntas, or Governors-

General, and in the Kingdom of Angola a per-centage on what is paid for the

services of negroes employed as carriers.
9 6. The portion belonging to the state of all penalties and fines imposed

for breach of the laws respecting the Slave Trade, and also the amount of

unredeemed bonds under the XXIVth Article of the Decree of the 10th

December, 1836. , V
Article XLII. The funds arising out of the third source have a special

application to the redemption of children at baptism, those accruing from the

first, second, and fourth, may be applied in part to the redemption of the sixth

class of negroes mentioned; but in the present state of feeling as regards the

slave population in the Portuguese colonies, I do not think, thatvmuch can be

expected from first and fourth. ' ‘

As to the general funds at the disposal of the Board, I greatly fear they

will be found insufficient to carry out the various objects contemplated; at least,

it is impossible to say what amount, after providing for other necessities, can be

appropriated to the redemption of negroes.
‘ From these considerations, therefore, and under present circumstances, it

is chiefly to the second source thatI would look. The Decree speaks of money

legitimately acquired by the slaves themselves ; but in order to their acquiring

such money it is necessary to give them facilities for doing so, and every efi‘ort

should be madevby the Board to encourage the slaves to work out, by industrial

means, their own redemption. With this view I would propose, besides the

limitation of labour on week days within reasonable bounds, that a certain por—

tion of each week should be allowed the slaves for the purpose of devoting it to

industrial pursuits; that the Board should endeavour to give them every facility

in learningtrades, and that the proceeds arising from these industrial pursuits

during the portion of the week allowed them, should go to providing the funds

for their redemption. , /

Further, that the Board, for the purpose of giving encouragement, should

devote a portion of its funds to premiums to be awarded for good conduct in

industrial vocations. The premiums should be given in the shape of sums of

money to be applied in assisting the negro in procuring the means necessary

for obtaining his liberation. In this way the slave would not only be

encouraged to work out his own redemption but in doing so would acquire

industrial habits fitting him for a state of liberty. ,

For the same purpose, I think that tracts of waste lands, at present of no

value, should be placed by the Government at the disposal of the Board for

the instruction and encouragement of other sets of slaves in agricultural industry

during the portion of time allotted to them ; the proceeds arising from the cul—

tivation .of the lands to be applied to their liberation. Premiums in this branch

of industry should also be awarded by the Board, thus, for instance, the

bringing into aproPer state of cultivation a certain extent of land, might

be rewarded by the Board providing a. certain portion of the ‘price of

the slave’s redemption. Besides the industrial habits acquired, tracts of

land might thus be brought into cultivation which are now waste and use-

less. Further, the slaves, after attaining the condition of “libertos,” might
still continue to occupy the ground reclaimed by them for the benefit of the
Board, and arrangements might follow, after a certain period of occupation, for

it becoming their own pr0perty, and as “ libertos ” Who have acquired any landed
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property become, by the operation of the XXXIII Article, Paragraph 11,
freemen in the full, entire, and absolute enjoyment of all the rights of citizen—
ship, the negro, by this plan, would have open before him. the path by which he
could work his way from a state of slavery to one of perfect freedom. By this
system of agricultural settlements and training, another class of negroes would
be fitted, on liberation, for acting as administrators of estates, a position like—
wise entitling them, by Article XXXIII, Paragraph 12, to all the rights of free-
men. Considering the state of feeling in the Portuguese colonies as regards
slavery, I cannot expect that much will be given from sympathy or benevolence
for the liberation of the negro ; and fearing much that the general resources of
the Board will go but a little way, it would, in the meantime, and until a liberal
scheme of emancipation shall be ofi‘ered, be chiefly to a well regulated plan for
rendering the industrial progress of the negro the means of eventually bringing
about his own redemption that I would look.

In the valuation of slaves with a view to redemption, the following matters
seem to deserve notice :— ,, ‘

1. In the XXIVth' Article, § 1, it is an instruction to the valuators to
take into consideration the slave’s state of health, knowledge, abilities, 8L0. ;
it appears to me, that lengthened period of service, during Which these abilities
have been subservient solely to the owner’s benefit, should also be taken into
consideration and operate in the favour of the slave. ‘

2. In the valuation of slaves acquired by way of inheritance, it is pre—
scribed by the XXVIIth Article, that the price of redemption shall be that for
which they are valued in the inheritance. ' This rule should not be absolute, as
such slaves might be put down in the inventories of such inheritances at exor—
bitant valuations, solely With the view of rendering their liberation more
difficult. * ,

3. In the liberation of married slaves care should be taken not to break up
families, the husband and Wife should, if possible, be liberated at the same time,
and the liberation of the parents should carry with it that of all children under a
certain age. . . .

The second class of negroes whose benefit the functions of the Board ofPro-
tection contemplate, is that of “libertos,” or those in the middle state between
slaves and freemen. I have already mentioned the six classes of negroes who,
by the operations of or under the provisions of the Decree may attain that con—
dition. All these classes of “libertos ” would appear by the XXXth Article to
be equally under the control of the Board; but the manner in Which this con—
trol is to be exercised is only expressed, in general terms. Besides the provi—
sions in the XIIth, XIIIth, and XIVth, and X‘V’th Articles, applicable to
“ libertos ” in common With slaves, the XVIIIth Article states, that on the
Board devolves the protection of theit persons and property, and that it has to
direct their education, .to provide for the necessities of the poor and helpless, and
generally to watch over all. _ ‘

As in the case of slaves I am unable to Speak of details because these
appear to depend on the regulations of the 25th of October, 1853, which the
Board is directed, in the XXXth Article, to adopt provisionally for its
government. 4 ‘ >

These regulations should tend, as much as possible, to attain three great
objects with respect to “libertos”- V .

1. Security as to their liberty, their persons, and their property.
2. Provision for their educational and industrial progress.
3. Facilities foradvancing to a state of complete freedom.
In connection With the first head, there should be every security against the

“ libertos” being eitheractually reduced again to a state of slavery, or placed in a
condition in reality only difi'erent from it in name. As bearing on the former
point, there are some provisions of the Decree calculated to afi'ord the desired
security, if duly enforced. These relate to free men or “libertos ” detained as
slaves. There is a penal enactment on this head in the XLth Article, in the
4th paragraph of the XVI Article it is declared to be one of the duties incum—
bent on the Board to institute and carry out the necessary judicial proceedings
for the restitution of the liberty of such persons ; and in the XXVIIIth Article
these proceedings are mentioned. But besides What is there provided for, great
regard should be paid to the acquired liberty of “ libertos ” generally, and
specially as respects the two classes who, are in the exceptional condition of
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being “libertos ” yet obliged to serve their own owners for a period of years

namely, those belonging to the State, and those introduced after publication of

the Decree.
The latter class deserves special notice; as they are to be introduced by

land “importados por terra,” they can form no part of the negro population of

the insular colonial possessions of Portugal, such as the Islands of Cape

Verd, St. Thomas, and Prince. The provisions of the Decree specially refer-

ring to them are, that they are to be registered in a separate book within thirty

days; that they are to be considered in the condition of “libertos,” but obliged

to serve their owners for ten years, under the Regulations of the 25th October,

1853 ; that their services, for the Whole ora part of this period, may be sold, and

that the certificate of their registration is indispensable in order to claim from

them the services in question. (Articles IV and VII.)
Ignorance of the Regulations of the 25th October, 1853, leaves me in the

dark as to the conditions of their service; but what follows in the VIIIth

Article claims attention. It is there stated, that they have the same right as is

conceded to slaves by Article VI—right of redemption—and further, that all

the provisions of the Decree Which refer to slaves are applicable to them. There

seems something conflicting, at first sight, in this right of redemption as regards

these “libertos,” for it cannot be supposed to apply to them after their period of

service is completed,‘nor can it accrue to them during that period if the right

of the owners is to be considered absolute. I suppose, therefore, it implies that

the rule as to ten years’ service is not absolute, and that part of this period

may be redeemed. The right of sale appertaining to their owners, combined

With the general declaration that all provisions of the Decree relating to slaves

are applicable to them, seems to imply too much of an approximation in the

conditions of the two classes. ’
It cannot be denied that it is most desirable to increase the industrious

population of the Portuguese ultra—marine possessions ; but I fear that in the

present condition of these colonies, and of the Province of Angola especially, a

species of Slave Trade might be carried on under the pretext of introducing

the class of “ libertos” in question. '
Hitherto much of the trade carried on in the interior of the province, and

a still greater part of that carried on by Portuguese merchants, or their agents,

With the native tribes beyond the Portuguese territories, has involved large

purchases of slaves, Who, once brought into the province, readily pass from hand

to hand, and there can be no doubt often were, and, it is to be feared, in many

cases, yet are subsequently shipped to the Brazils. " ‘
The operation of the Decree in fixing the slave p0pulation will affect this

branch of trade inasmuch as no more slaves can be introduced by land avowedly

as such; but there can be no doubt that efi'orts will be made to evade the provi-

sions of the Decree, and that there will he attempts to introduce, as libertOS,

the same class of negroes Who were formerly brought , in as slaves, and With the

view of disposing of them, if possible, in a Similar way; _ It therefore becomes

necessary that there should be regulations to prevent; as far as possible, the

right of introduction being used only 61‘ chiefly as subservient to, the right of

sale; in other words, the negroes should be introduced as industrial settlers,

and not as mere articles of trade to be bought and sold at ’the will of those

claiming a right to their services. The power of arbitrary sale ought to be

checked, and the condition of the negroes introduced assimilated as much as

possible to that of free colonists brought in under the obligation of serving

under Well—defined conditions for a certain period. “ ' ,» , - ‘ -

The termof ten years appears to me too- long; and I think it might be

substituted by avsliding scale of service; varying from three to‘ seven years,

according to the age or abilities of the negroes; In the introduction of the

class of negroes in question, thefollowing, among other‘conditions, might tend

to check the abuses referred to. ' ‘ ‘ A ‘ ' ‘ ’ ' ' "

' ' 1.- That no negroes should be'introduced Without the previous. sanction Of

the Board of Protection, after the person desirous of introducing them giving

satisfactory evidence that they are to be employed in some legitimate branch of

colonial industry. ‘ ' ' '
2. That in their introduction there should be no separation of husband and

wife, or parent and child under a certain age; that there should be,‘ in all cases;



390 PORTUGAL.

,a certain proportion of females, and that every encouragement should be given
to marriages and permanent settlements in the colony. .

3. That there should be an obligation on the person introducing the

negroes to teach them some trade. and to pay a certain amount ofi wages to

those employed merely as domestic servants or field—labourers.

4. That the power of sale given in Article VII, § 1, should be so regulated

as to render it not an absolute but a conditional right never to be exercised
Without the sanction of the Board of Protection, and only in such cases as the
death of the master, his removal from the colony, or such alteration in his
circumstances as might oblige him to reduce or break up his establishment.

In such cases it would be the duty of the Board to see that the negroes

were suitably disPosed of for the remaining portions of their respective terms

of service.
. These, or similar conditions, would, I think, not only ameliorate the social

condition of the negro population in the Portuguese colonies, but also, as

regards the Province of Angola, by their tendency tq Check the internal trade in
negroes, influence materially the export Slave Traffic.

As regards the second head—provision for the educational and industrial

progress of the libertos—I need say little. The Regulations of the 25th

October, 1853, it is to be hoped, will be found to contain what is requisite for

promoting their educational and industrial advaneement ; at all events, I
presume it must be the duty of the Board of Protectionrto see that these
important objects are attained. I need not refer to the importance of “libertos.”
being taught some useful business, trade, or mechanical art, whereby they may
be subsequently able to maintain themselves ; but I would again allude to the
scheme of agricultural settlements, already mentioped, when speaking of the
redemption of slaves.

I believe, that the libertos might, under the superintendence of the Board
of Protection, be settled on waste lands with great advantage to themselves and
the colony. In the territories included under the general Government ofAngola,
there are many facilities for carrying out such a scheme. These territories are
supposed approximately to have a superficial exteut of nearly 17,000 square
leagues, whilst the population does not likely exceed 600,000. The country
generally, except in the immediate vicinity of the ceast, is described by all who
have travelled through it as- of great fertility, and the truth of this description
is confirmed by that indefatigable missionary, Dr. Livingston, who, in his recent
unrivalled journey in the interior of Southern Africa, came direct from Cassange‘
in latitude 9° 37' south, longitude 17° 43’ east of Greenwich, 'to St. Paul de
Loanda. These fertile districts are at present waste and useless; and it appears
to me, that an equitable scheme for the settlement of “ libertos ” .as cultivators,
and with the view of their ultimately becomingproprietors, would tend much to
improve the internal condition'and trade of the colpny. A further advantage
would result from this plan" by encouraging a permanent race of settlers, who
would likely fix their abode on the lands assigned te them, and these settlers,
under proper care and encouragement, might establish and extend industrial
habits, and obviate many of the evils which have arisen to the colony from the
fluctuating and unsettled nature. of its population. ‘

I now 'come to the last head—namely, facilities for the “ libertos” advancing
to a. complete state of freedom. ~ , .

As regards this most important matter, I have already mentioned that I
consider the provisions of the Decree, as far as I am able to judge of them,
very defective. Their tendency in this resPect seems to be, that of keeping the
negro back, and making the conditiOn of “ liberto” the boundary beyond which
he can scarcely pass. With'the exception of children redeemed at baptism, there
appears to be no way in which the “ liberto ” can attain the rights of complete
freedom, except that of being in a position to .be comprehended in some of the
twelve classes enumerated in Article XXXIII. ’ It is Only necessary to glance at
these twelve classes in order to see, thatthey make no practical provision for
admitting the greater number of negroes in the condition of “_,libertos” t0 the
benefits of free men. Some of these require educational attainments far beyond
the reach of such negroes in general; whilst others, besides being from their
nature limited toa comparatively small number, are, in the case of “libertos,”
of very difficult attainment. '
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The first, second, third, and fourth clasSes—namely, graduates of the

university of Coimbra, graduates of foreign universities, clergymen and

members of the Royal Academy of Sciences of Lisbon—imply qualifications
of an order so superior as to put their attainment beyond the reach of the

African negro. v
The fifth class—oflicers superior and inferior of the army and navy—must

be considered as comprehending a comparatively limited number; and besides

this, there is a decided unwillingness on the part of' the Portuguese authorities
to instruct negroes in the use of military arms.

rI‘he sixth and seventh classes again imply the possession of an education
beyond the reach of the class of negroes in question.

The eighth class comprehends those who have served as members of muni-

cipal chambers, as administrators of concillos (sub—divisions of administrative

districts) as popularly—elected judges, judicial clerks, or notaries—offices to
which, I may safely say, negroes in the condition of “libertos ” have no chance
whatever of being raised either by election or appointment.

The ninth class comprehends Wholesale merchants; retail dealers are not

included, and it appears the liberto must struggle on till he beomes a wholesale
dealer before he can attain the full rights of citizenship. This regulation seems

to make the acquisition of these rights, in the case of “libertos” engaged in
commerce, as difficult as possible.

The tenth class—book-keepers, and chief clerks of commercial houses
hold out little hope to the “liberto,” these offices are responsible, comprehend

but a comparatively small number of individuals, and are not of a kind Which

“ libertos ” are at all likely to be called upon to fill. _
It is only in the eleventh and twelfth classes, namely, proprietors of

landed property and managers of rural estates; that there is some hope held
out to the “liberto g” and the possibility of his attaining the full rights of
citizenship by either becoming the owner of land or being qualified to manage
landed property, is one of the benefits of the scheme of agricultural settlements
of negroes on waste lands to which I have already referred.

On a review of the twelve classes, it will be seen, that theyeontain nothing
tending to advance the great majority of “ libertos ” onwards to the full enjoy-

ment of freedom. No mention is made of such industrial classes as tradesmen,
farmers, retail dealers, and others capable of maintaining themselves and their
families by their own labour—egress from the condition of “libertos” seems
to be rendered as impracticable as, in their case, it possibly can be, and there
appears to be no outlet whatever for a free, industrious, and working population.

To remedy this defect, I venture only to make one suggestion, and it is
this, that every “liberto” of age, and possessed of an income sufficient to
maintain himself and his family, arising from property, trade, agriculture,
industry, or office, should have a right to be admitted to the full privileges of
citizenship.

This proposal refers to all “ libertos ” and of course includes those
belonging to the State, and those introduced after publication of the decree.
on their cOmpleting their respective periods of service, and possessing the
necessary qualifications. In deciding the question of-sufficient income, probably
it would answer the purpose to take as the standard—the qualification prescribed
in the LXVthArticle, § 5, of the Portuguese constitutional charter for voters
in the primary elections for deputies, that is to say, all “libertos ” of age and
able to prove themselves possessed of the income qualification entitling them
to vote in the election of members of Electorial Colleges (Which colleges
subsequently elect the deputies), should also be entitled to all the rights of
free men. Should such a regulation as that proposed be added to the provisions
of the decree, I think that the outlet from the condition of “ libertos ” would
be much widened, and that the qualifications .for attaining the condition of .-
free men would be practically brought within the reach of the greater number
of this class of negroes. Encouragement would thus be given to industrial
habits,—the true means of attaining, and the best qualification for enjoying,
the benefits of complete freedom.

I have now endeavoured to analyse and review the Portuguese Decree of

the 14th December last, as far as I have been able to do so in‘ ignorance
of the measures to be adopted for carrying it into execution, and without
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.having seen the documents which regulate some of its most important provisions.
In consequence of not knowing the measures and nature of the documents

referred to, I have been led in some cases to make suggestions, but When the

nature of these measures and documents become knowu, it is possible that

they will be found to contain regulations and provisions much better adapted

for securing the important objects in question, than anything which I have
ventured to propose. ‘ '

As regards the general nature and tendency of the Decree, I reiterate the

opinion Which I expressed at the commencement of this paper.

Stonehaven, North Britain,

February 24, 1855. , ’ G_ BRAND.
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No. 366.

Consul Randall to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received June 8.)

My Lord, St. Vincent; May 9, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to report the arrival at this place of the United

States’ sloop of war “ Marion,” Captain Purvane's, after a cruise of six months

upon the western coast of Africa, to await the arrival of the American Com-

modore, who is expected daily from the CanaryIslands. , '

I regret in being obliged to report to your Lordship that Captain

Purvanes and his officers report the continued prevalence of the Slave

Trade by the means of changing the American flag to that of the Spanish,

the slave cargo beingintended for Cuba. It is gratifying, however, to learn

from the same source, that in their cruise they found a total absence of vessels

under the Brazilian flag. ,

The “ Marion ” left these islands in November last, and proceeded along

the African coast, as far south as Benguella, between which and Cabinda

they cruised for some time. ‘

From Bissao and Cacheu, dependencies of this Government upon the

African coast, severalcargoes of slaves have been shipped fer Cuba, and I learn,

at the former Settlement a large clipper schooner is building under the super-

intendence of S panish carpenters, which is intended for the Cuba bontraband

trade. “ ' , ' *

' . I have, &c. ‘ ' ' y Y
i ' (Signed) JNO. RENDALL.

 

No. 367.

Consul Randall to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Reccived June 8.)

My Lord, V ‘ St. Vincent, May 10, 1854:

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that it has just been

communicated to me, that a rising of the slaves against their masters has

been discovered at Porto Praia, St, Jag-J, through the means of a negro

woman, one of their own people; . '

I very much regret to learnvthis sad affair, brought’ebout, however, by

bad treatment; because it entails such dreadful misery upon the parties ilmpli'a

cated. In this case, I learn, recourse has been had to the lash, Which has been

inflicted with very great severity,~by repeated daily floggings. No lives

have been summarily taken, but the sufferings that have been inflicted must

be immense. ' ‘ ’ ' ' ' ’ '
' I have, 85c, ‘ ’ ' v
(Signed) v JNO. RENDALL.‘

 

CLASS B.
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No. 368.

Consul Rendall to the Earl of Clarendon.——-(Receivcd June 8.)

My Lord, $25. Vincent, M'ay 11, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to bring under your Loi'dship’s knowledge the want

of a register of the resident domestic slaves in these islands.

In the absence of such a. document, it is competent for the authorities, at

any time, to deny the fact of the importation of new slavesn . .

I beg, however, to assure your LordshiR that my mformatlon IS .very

positive; that the system of importing slaves 1n the number of 10, continues

by almost every vessel coming from Bissao. As I have hefore reported, this

. system is persevered in, under an impression that 1t 1s Justlfiable by I’ortn-

guese Decree of 1836, although it is notorious that the slave population of

Bissao changes every two years, and renders the existence of slaves at that

place eligible to the law in question an impossibility.

I am led to understand that a large increase of slaves has taken place at
the Island of Sal, for the purpose of working salt? and that at St. Jago and

Fuego a, large increase has also taken place; and 1t is saui that at the latter
island no difficulty is experienced in finding the description of slave‘wanted.

I have, 8:0.
(Signed) JNO. RENDALL.

 

No. 369.

Consul Rendall to the Earl qf Clarendon.—+(Rece-ilved September 6.)

My Lord, St. Vincent, August 2, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that it has been reported
to me that a sale of slaves by public auction, in the public square of Porto
Praia, St. Jago, took place about the 5th ultimo.

Judging from the price they fetched (60 to 80 dollars each), they could
not have been old domestic slaves, but newlyimpqrted ones. This is however
difficult to prove, in the absence of a public register of slaves.

The public exhibition of such a disgusting scene is quite uncommon,
even at Porto Praia, as during my residence in these is‘Iands of fifteen years,
I do not remember to have heard of a similar scene having occurred.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JNO. KENDALL.

 

No. 870.

Consul Randall to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 14.)

My Lord, » I St. Vincent, September 28, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to make known to. your Lordship that a_vessel
with 550 slaves on board appeared on and off for a couple of days, at Feijao
de Argon, in the Island of Brava, having been chased off the African coast,
by a steamer and brig; when finding further delay very hazardous, as they
learnt that the Governor-General resides in the town of the island near at
hand, came to the Bay of Terrafal de Monte Trigo, in the Island of St. Antonio,
and there remained for nine days, taking on board 100 pipes of water, with
Which she sailed for the Havana. v

l subsequently learnt that a party landed from thiswship, and had come
over here and was waiting a passage to Lisbon. I therefore brought the
matter under the review of the‘ Military Commandant, who has detained the
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individual in question until the pleasure of the Governor—General is known.

A copy of my letter to the Commandant, with that officer’s reply, Iinclose.

This place of Terrafal de Monte Trigo is a favourite resort for slave-

vessels: they can lay where they are not seen from seaward, and refreshments

and water are procurable in abundance for a small consideration. The Portu-

guese have no fort or town nearer than two or three days’ march across the

mountains; consequently, no force can be sent against these piratical vaga-

bonds under a period of eight days. As this district produces an abundance

of provisions the Portuguese Government could with facility erect a fort in a

commanding position of the bay, the name of Which would be sufficient to

frighten away this class of outlaws. I would, therefore, recommend to your

Lordship the propriety of addressing His MostFaithful Majesty’s Govern-'

ment on the subject.
I have, &c.

(Signed) JN0. KENDALL.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 370.

Consul Randall to the Jllih'tary Commandant of St. Vincent.

Sir, St. Vincent, September 23, 1854;

TAKING into consideration every circumstance connected with the fol-

lowing information, I feel it my duty to lose no time, in communicating the

same for your information.
Thata vessel chased from the coast of Africa by a steamer and brig,

called off Feijan de Argoa in the Island of Brava, where she remained on and

off two days, and is supposed to have had communication with the shore in

the interim, when not being able to get water, she came to Terrafal de Monte

Trigo, in the Island of St. Antonio, where she remained nine days and took

in 100 pipes of water, having a cargo of 550 slaves on board, with which she

sailed for Havana.
I further learn that an‘infiuential'person of the said vessel is at present

in this island, waiting a passage for Lisbon, having landed at Terrafal de
Monte Trigo. . i

I also understand that this is the second time the captain has been at

Terrafal de Monte Trigo this year. ' T
' I have, 8m.

(Signed) ' JNO. RENDALL.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 370.

The Military Commandant of St. Vincent to Consul Randall.

Illustrious Sir, ' St. Vincent, September 23, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of ' your Honour’s official
letter of this day’s date, communicating to me the particulars of a vessel having
being chased by a steamer and brig from the coast of Africa, and Which had
been at Feijan de Agoa, in the Island. of Brava, and at Terrafal de Monte
Trigo, in the Island of St. Antonio, where an influential individual landed from
the said vessel, and who is at present in this island, waiting a passage for Lisbon.
n answer to this, I have to acquaint your Honour, that under date of the 20th
pf the present month, appeared before me, in the Municipal Chamber of this
island, an individual from the Island of St. Antonio, without passport; declaring
to be shipwrecked. As he is unknown'in this island, and Without any person to
become security for him, I made this known to his Excellency the GOVernOr-
General of this province. But now, in the presence of your Honour’s communi-
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cation, Which I have just received, I have taken all the measures in my power
to prevent this individual, suspected as engaged in the Traffic of Slaves, leaving

this island without the orders of his Excellency the Governor-General, to whom
I have remitted a copy of your official letter.

God protect, &c. ,
(Signed) JOSE PAUL MACHADO.

Major and Military Governor.

 

No. 371.

The Earl qf Clarendon to Consul Randall.

Sir, Foreign Ofiice, October 26, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 28th ultimo, reporting that a.

slaver, with 550 slaves on board, had touched at the Bay of Terrafal de Monte

Trigo, on her way to the Havana, and had remained there nine days taking in
water.

I have in reply to express. to you my approyal of the note which you

addressed to the Military Commandant of St. Vincent, 0n the 23rd ultimo,
respecting this vessel; and I have to inform you that Ihave instructed Her

Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon to call the attention of the Portuguese Government

to your statement that Terrafal de Monte Trigo is a favourite resort of slavers,

and to press upon them the adoption of your recommendation that a fort should
be established on the bay.

 

I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

No. 372’.~

Acting Consul Rendall to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received January 15, 1855.)

My Lord, British Consulate, St. Vincent, December 20, 1854.

,I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information, translation
of a letter received from the Military Commandant of this island, with the late
Mr. QonsulRendall’s reply, in reference to the landing of a man from thevesselwith
slaves Which was at'St. Antonio, and Who appeared here without a passport, as
reported to your Lordship in the late Mr. Consul. Rendafl’s despatch of the
28th September last.

I beg to state to your Lordship that the party in question succeeded in
obtaining a. passport from the authorities of this place, and left on the
2lst October for Lisbon, in the Portuguese steamer “ Doha Maria Segunda.”
I understand his name to be Diniz Maria de Castro.

, I have, &c.
‘ (Signed) JNO. RENDALL.

 

‘ V . Inclos’ure 1 in No. 372. . _‘

The Military Commandant at St. Vincent to Acting Consul Randall.

(Translation)
Sir, St. Vincent; October 20, 1854.

‘HIS Excellency the Governor-Greneral of this province received your
despatch of the 22nd of last month, respecting a Portuguese individual who
landed on the coast of St. Antonio, and arrived at this island on the 2lst ofthe
same month without a passport, suspected to be engaged in the Slave Trade.
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His Excellency directs me to solicit from you the necessary proof of the fact,

that it may be sent to the King’s attorney of this island, to enable him to go

into an inquiry and proceed. against the suspected party.

God preserve, 820.
(Signed) JOSE PAULO MACHADO.

A/Iajor and Military Commandant.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 5572.

Acting Consul Randall to the Military Commandant of St. Vincent.

Sir, St. Vincent, October 20, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yester—

day’s date, stating that you had received a letter from the Governor—General,

directing you to obtain all the particulars from me in reference to the vessel

with slaves Which was at St. Antonio, and to the landing of a man at this

island, Who appeared here with a passport, waiting a passage by steam-boat to

Lisbon, in order that the necessary instructions might be given to the King’s

Advocate to take legal steps therein.
In reply I beg to state that my infermation is derived. from hearsay

evidence, Spoken, as I believe, by the person in question, and by other individuals,

as the common news and. talk of the day. .
, ; , I have, &.c. . , ‘

(Signed) JNO. KENDALL.
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No. 373.

The Marquis d’Azeglio to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Receiued February 15.)

5, Berkeley $quare, le 14 derz'er, 1855.

LE Soussigné, Euvoyé Extraordinaire et Miqistre I’lénipotentiaire de Sa.

Majesté 1e Roi de Sardaigne, a l’honneur de porter 2‘1 la connaissance de son

Excellence M. 1e Comte de Clarendon, Principal Secrétaire d’Etat pour les
Afl'aires Etrangéres de Sa Majesté Britannique, les faits suivants.

Le 14 Avril, 1845, 1e sloop. de guerre Anglais “ Cygnet,” Commandant

Henry Layton, opéra. la, saisie du navire marcha‘pd Sarde “ Sansone,” qui se
trouvait e11 vue de Quita (Golfe cle Guinée, Afrique Occidentale), sous la. pré-

vention que ce b&timent ffit destiné A faire la Traite des Noirs.
Le Conseil d’Amirauté a Génes, devant qui fqrent traduits, conformément

aux Traités,1’équipage et les passagers du “ Sansonga,” aprés avoir longuement et

Soigneusement instruit cette procédure, a déclaré par deux sentences successives,

l’une du 12 Novembre, 1845, et l’autre du 31 Juillet, 1850, qu’il n’y avail; pas

. lieu £1 poursuivre, que l’accusation loin d’étre étayée de preuves suffisantes, man-

quait de tout fondement, et que les prévenus, l’armateur et le propriétaire du

navire, avaient droit de réclamer du Commandant du “ Cygnet ” une juste

indemnité pour les dommages soufl'erts, aux termes du Traité de 1834, stipulé

avec l’Angleterre dans le but de réprimer 1e Trafic ties Esclaves.

Les parties intéressées intentérent alors 1e jugement de liquidation pour

fixer les sommes é réclamer.
Malgré les efforts (les plaidans pour solliciter de ces tribunaux la conclusion

du procés, elle aété languement difi’érée, a ce qu’il parait, a cause de la. lenteur

que leurs adversaires ont constamment opposée au progrés de 13. cause. Le prog

noncé du jugement est maintenant imminent. Mais comme les deux sentences»

sur le mérite de la. question ont été favorables au propriétaire et 5; l’armateur

du “ Sansone,” i1 n’y a plus aucun doute sur le résqltat de ce jugement, dont 1e

seul but est de délibérer sur le montant de l’indemnité.
En attendant cette décision, il a parn aux intéressés é Génes de pouvoir

pr0poser un moyen conciliant de mettre un terme é. cette fficheuse afi'aire et de
se prévaloir d’un antécédent qui a eu lieu derngiérement. Voici en quoi i1
consiste.

Quelques jours aprés la. capture du “ Sansoneg’ 1e méme navire de guerre

Anglais “ Cygnet ” opéra également la. saisie d’un autre b&timent marchand

Sarde, 1e “Sommariva.” La. pracédure relative é. cette afl'aire marcha. plus

rapidement que celle du “ Sansone,” 1e cas étant moins compliqué. Pendant que
le jugement de liquidation, toutefois, était en voie de prononciation, on s’entendit

de part at d’autre pour arranger l’afi'aire 5. l’a'miable. Le Gouvernement

Britannique envoya un agent a 'Génes qui, traitaut directement avec l’agent

du propriétaire du “ Sommariva,” parvint bienbét é. conclure un arrangement

définitif. Cette transaction, qui mit fin d’une maniére satisfaisante pour toutes
les parties intéressées 21 une controverse qui durait depuis des années, porte la-

date du 9 Mars, 1853. _
Le cas actuel étant parfaitement analogue a celui du’ “ Sommarz'w,” 168

représentants du “ Sansone ” pensent que si 1e Gouvernement Britannique vou-

lait charger un agent £1 Génes de traiter directement avec eux on obtiendrait

en toute probabilité 1e méme heureux résultat.
Dans cet état de chases, M. Louis Neicolay et l’Avocat Joseph Prato,

en qualité de représentants de tous les intéréts du “ Sansone,” vie‘nnent d’adresser
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une petition au Gouvernement du Roi, demandant qu’il veuille interposer ses

bons offices auprés du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique pour l’amener

a l’acceptation d’un plan qui promettrait un résultat prompt e1; satisfaisant. Ces

messieurs désireraient d’autant plus d’adopter ce moyen que le procés en ques-

tion leur a déjé. cause des dépenses trés considérables, et la. capture a. couté la;

vie 5. trois personnes, ainsi que la ruine de plusieurs. Or on épargnerait de la.

sorte, de part et d’autre, les frais ultérieurs d’une cause qui pourrait encore se

prolonger pendant longtems au prejudice de toutes les parties intéressées. Ce

projet parait done étre aussi de l’intérét du Gouvernement Anglais.

M. 1e Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres é. Turin ayant attentivement

examine les titres qui accompagnaient 1a pétition, et s’étant amplement édifié du

hon droit des réquérans, a été convaincu de la justice qu’iI y aurait a intervenir

en leur faveur. '
Le Gouvemement du Roi a par consequent charge 1e Soussigné (1e

recommender ce plan 5, la consideration sérieuse et éclairée de son Excellence

M. 1e Comte de Clarendon. II ne doute pas que le Grouvernement Britannique,

toujours animé des sentiments d’équité qui 1e distinguent, voudra se préter eune

transaction proposée par deux sujets du Roi qui se trouvent places dans une hien

fficheuse position par le fait du Oapitaine du “Cygnet.” L’adoption de ce

projet parait d’autant plus acceptable que, le cas du “ Sansone ” étant tout-a-

fait analogue a celui du “Sommam'va,” 0n peut en attendre 1e méme résultat

prompt et satisfaisant.
Le Soussigné, en venant exécuter les ordres de son Gouvernement, croit

inutile d'insister ultérieurement auprés de son Excellence M. Comte de

Clarendon pour l’adoption de ces propositions. L’esprit de justice et de conci-

liation que sa Seigneurie a témoigné en toute occasion au Soussigné Iui donne

la. conviction qu’elle voudra. bien accueillir favorablement des ouvertures dont

1e but est de mettre fin d’une maniére conforme aux Traités' e1: aux principes.

d’équité, aux longues et fecheuses consequences éprouvées" par (les sujets Sardes

qui ont été complétement ahsous par les tribunaux compétents.
Le Soussigné, &c.

(Signé) AZEGLIO.

 

No. 374.

The Earl of Clarendon to the Marquis d’Azeglio.

Foreign Oflice, February 19, 1855.

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acknowledge the reCeipt of the

note addressed to him on the l4th instant by the Marquis d’Azeg‘lio, &c., on the

subject of the damages claimed from Her Majesty’s Government by the parties

interested in the Sardinian barque “ Sansone,” in consequence of the detention

of that vessel by Her Majesty’s ship “ Cygnet,” in April 1845, on a charge of
being equipped for the Slave Trade.

The Undersigned has referred the Marquis Azeglio’s note to the Lords

Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury; and as soon as he shall have
received a reply from their Lordships, he will have the honour of communi-

cating further with the Marquis d’Azeglio upon this matter.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No; 375.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Hudson.

Sir, Foreign ()fice, March 15, 1855. v

I TRANSMIT herewith a copy of a note* which I have received from
the Marquis d’Azeglio, referring to the case of the Sardinian vessel “Sansone,”
which was captured on the 14th of April, 1845, by Captain‘ Layton, of Her

* No. 373. V
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Majesty's ship “ Cygnet” for having on board a Slave Trade equipment, and

which vessel was released by a sentence of the Admiralty Court at Genoa,
dated 12th of November, 1845. . .

M. d’Azeglio states that a sentence Wlll shortly be pronounced in the
action for damages brought against Captain Layton, by the master and

owners of the “ Sansone,” and that he has been instructed by his Government

to propose on behalf of the plaintiffs that Her Majesty’s Government should

come to a private arrangement with them as to the amount of damages to be

paid in this suit. .

You will find on reference to the despatches respecting the “ Sansone,”

which Mr. Abercromby and Mr. Yeats Brown addressed to Lord Aberdeen,

in November and December 1845, that the parties interested Hi this case are

by no means borne out in representing, as it appears they have done, to the

Sardinian Government, that the case of the “ Sansone” is analogous to that

of the “ Sommariva,” which was settled through yqur intervention in February

1.853; for you will see that when these two vessels were brought to Genoa

for adj udication, Mr. Brown reported to Her Majesty’s Government that It
was his full impression that the detention of the “ Sommariva ” was not justi—

fiable, whereas it appears .from his despatch ef the 11th December, 1845,

respecting the “ Sansone,” which is referred to in Mr. Abercromby’s despatch
of the 16th of the same month, that the nature of the cargo, the pre-

parations made for conveying and victualling slaves, the superabundant
number of boilers, and the concealed letters addressed to slave-dealers, all
which were found on board the “ Sansone,” show clearly that that vessel
was liable to condemnation. _

These facts were no doubt known to the Sardinian Government at the
time, for you will find on referring to) Mr. .‘Abercromby’s despatch, of
the 24th December, 1845, that when Count Solar de la Marguerite, then
Sardinian Minister for Foreign Affairs, received frpm the War Office at Turin,
for transmission to Her Majesty’s Government, the citation issued to Captain
Layton by the owners and masters of the “ Sansone,” Count Solar informed
Mr. Abercromby that he had returned that document to the War Office, and
that he had at the same time declined all official interference in support of the
action for damages against Captain Layton.

It is probable that this proper and honourable decision on the part of the
Sardinian Minister for Foreign Affairs may not have been formally recorded
by his Excellency at the time, and that thus the plaintiffs may have succeeded
in persuading the Count de Cavour that their claim was a just one, and was
as well founded as that of the owners of the “5 Sommariva.” And I have
therefore to instruct you to communicate to Count Cavour the above circum-
stances, and to give him a copy of Mr. Abercromby’s despatch, of the 24th
December, 1845. '

You will state to his Excellency that the communication made to
Mr. Abercromby by Count Solar de la Marguerite, induced Her Majesty’s
Government to stop the further legal defence of the law-suit in question, and
that if they should be now obliged to resume it after the expiration of more
than nine years, they will be unfairly placed in a disadvantageous position.

You will inform Count Cavour that there is no foundation for the state-
ment of the plaintiffs contained in M- d’Azeglio’s note, as to the conclusion
of the suit having been delayed in consequence of the impediments which
their adversaries have constantly thrown in their way ; and you will say that
Her Majesty’s Government confidently trust that his Excellency will follow
the example of his predecessor, and that he Will refuse to afford any further
official support to the parties in question. '

But as Her Majesty’s Government are determined to resort to every proper
means of resisting this claim, I have to instruct you to obtain and transmit to
this office a copy of the order of the Vice-Admiralty Court at Genoa, dated
the 31st of July, 1850, which is referred to by M. d’Azeglio, and Which has
not yet been communicated to Her Majesty’s Government, and you will
endeavour to procure such other documents as may be necessary for the infor-
mation of the Lords of the Treasury, and particularly any evidence proving
that the “ Sansone ” had on board an unreasonable number of water-casks or
other vessels for holding water, as you are aware that theVch Article of the
Supplementary Convention of the 22nd of March, 1833, to which Sardinia
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acceded, stipulates that “ no compensation shall in any case be granted either

to the master or to the owner, or to any other person interested in the equip-

ment or lading of a merchant—vessel in which any of the particulars specified
in the preceding Article shall be found, even if the tribunals should not pro-

nounce any condemnation in consequence of her detention.”
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 376.

The Earl of Clarendon to the Marquis d’Azeglio.

Foreign Ofice, March 20, 1855.

The Undersigned, &c., has the honour to inform the Marquis d’Azeglio,
&c., with reference to his note of the 14th ultimo, respecting the claim made
by the parties interested in the Sardinian barque “ Sansone ” which was
captured by Her Majesty’s ship “ Cygnet ” in 1845, that the previous corre-
spondence which passed betweenHer Majesty’s Government and HerMajesty’s
Legation at Turin respecting this vessel having been examined, it appears
thereby that the plaintiffs in this case are not borne out in the statement which
they have made as to the circumstances under which the “ Sansone” was
captured, being entirely analogous to those connected with the case of the
Sardinian vessel “ Sommariva.”

And the Undersigned begs leave to acquaint the Marquis d’Azeglio that
he has instructed Mr. Hudson, Her Majesty’s Minister at Turin, to address a
representation upon this subject to the Sardinian Minister for Foreign Affairs.

(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 377.

Setter Comyn to the Earl of Clhrendon.

(Translation;) Spanit'h Legation, April 3, 1854:.

THE Undersig‘ned, Chargé d’Aff'aires of Hex; Catholic Majesty, has the
honour to inform his Excellency the Earl of Clarendon, &c., that according to

a communication which he has received from the Governor Captain-General

of the Island of Cuba, dated the 6th of March last, the capture of 600 Bozal
negroeswaseffected on the 4th of that month at the landing—place of Las
Prujas, at the mouth of the River Manati, in the jurisdiction of Trinidad.

The Undersigned has also the honour to incldse a translation of a commu-

nication addressed to the Marquis de la Pezuela hy the Political and Military
Lieutenant-Governor of Sagua la Grande, with reference to the complaint

made by the British Consul in Cuba, ofalandingpf negroes in the jurisdiction
of Trinidad; incorroboration of which, he alleged the fact that the hull of
one of the slavers might be seen at Cayo Verde, which he supposed had

effected the landing in Sagua la Grande. Your Excellency will see by

that, that the complaint in question, like various others made recently by
Mr. Crawford, was without foundation ; the hull. turning out to be, from the
inquiries made with as much zeal as activity by the persons employed under
the authorities, that of a vessel laden With salt fox; New Orleans, which was
wrecked on the reefs of' Cayo Verde on the 7th day of January last.

These facts, to which the Undersigned takes; the liberty of calling the
attention of his Excellency the Earl of Clarendon, will prove to Her Britannic
Majesty’s Government that the Government ‘of Ijler Majesty, maintaining its
firm determination to cause international compacte to be scrupulously fulfilled,
leaves no means unemployed to etfect that object; and the Undersigned
flutters himself that Her Britannic Majesty’s Government will see a satisfac-
tory proof of such determination in the well-directed and energetic steps
taken by the Captain-General the Marquis de la Pezuela for the suppression
of the Slave Trade.

The Undersigned, 8w.
(Signed) JUAN S. COMYN.

 

Inclosure in No. 377.

The Governor of Sagua la? Grande to the Marquis de la Pezuela.

(Translation) Political and Military Government of Sagua la Grande,
Slr, February 9, 1854.

I HAVE received your Excellency’s letter of the 6th instant, in which,
in consequence of the Consul of England having given information to you ,of
the landing of Bozal negroes within this jurisdiction, one case of such landing
having been efi'ected, as it is said, by a brig of 270 to 300 tons, whose hull
may be seen at Cayo Verde, as stated, you direct me to proceed to draw up an
official statement of the same, expressing surprise that it has not been already
done. I forthwith proceeded to act accordingly, and as I had not absolutely
the most remote idea of the facts denounced, nor even any vague suspicion
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that such had occurred, I found no data upon which an inquiry could 'be
instituted. On the contrary, circumstances on Which I can rely, known to
me as a sub-delegate of the Treasury, Convince me that the hull of a brig
recently wrecked in Cayo Verde was not employed in the Slave Trade, but
had been laden with salt intended for New Orleans, as proved by COpies Nos. 1
and 2, which I have the honour to transmit to your Excellency. According
to further intelligence in my possession, the said brig was the American
“ Bio,” of 179 %—2- tons burden, measurement of that country, and was manned
by Captain Charles Johnson, first mate, Henry N. Wat Quins; second mate,
John Morris ; and seamen, Thomas Ellen, Samuel Gr. Bradbury, Henry
Hunter, John A. Hill, and Joseph H. Clareby. She took in her cargo ait
Islas ’I‘urcas, whence she sailed at 2 o’clock P.M., on the 3rd of January,
and ran a-ground on the reefs of Cayo Verde 0n the 7th, the other occurrences
mentioned in the accompanying document subsequently taking place. Hereby
your Excellency will see that the information is unfounded as to that vessel
having been engaged in the Slave Trade. The crew above named, after having
remained several days at this point, went on to that city to embark, on account of
the American Consul, and as they may not yet have left, it appears to me right
to make this known to your Excellency that you may, if you think proper
throw a light upon this statement by the help of their depositions, or by any
other information which they may supply ; because if the case really was as
suspected by Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, the aforesaid crew is guilty,
and if not, they may perhaps have seen the vessel referred to in his informa-
tion approach the point.

The vague manner in which the denunciation is made, the circumstance
that I had not received the slightest notice until then of such matter
within my jurisdiction, notwithstanding my zeal in such cases, and the
urgent instructions I have issued to my subalterns, that I had not remarked
anything in certain persons Who appear always inclined to be engaged in this
Trade, and some other circumstances. almost convince me that there are no
grounds for conciuding that these things are true. But as the cunning of the
smuggler surpasses the best arrangements of authority, it is possible that they
may have deceived my vigilance. It would therefore be highly important
that if any details be given in the above-mentioned denunciation which may
facilitate the inquiry, they may be communicated to me, so that I may have
a safer starting-point than that Which I now possess, from which I cannot hope
for any result, because there is not an inhabitant, however poor and mean he
may be, who does not in this case identify himself with the greedy trader, to
hide the crime, and elude the severity of the law. This is what I have at
present to communicate to your Excellency.

God preserve, &c.

 

Documents referred to in the preceding communication.

No. 1.——Fz'sca,l Administration of the Royal Revenues of the Port of Sagua la Grande.

IN reference to the order of the Intendaut of the army, Which you inclose

to me, for compliance therewith. in your communicatioi‘i of the 27th January

last, I have to inform you that so soon as this administration received notice
from the marine authority of the wreck, in Cayo Verde, of the American brig

“ Rio,” Captain Johnson, it gave orders to the local head of the coast-guard
to dispatch to that point without a moment’s delay the revenue-boat, with a
trustworthy carahinier, especially directed to ascertain and give an exact

account of what should be disembarked, in accordance with the royal orders
of the 20th August, 1804, and of the 16th April, 1816, and to take the steps
which he might think requisite for the security of the revenue. But while
the Royal department awaited the fulfilment ofvthe orders, and was using

every precaution to prevent all maiversation, it was tranquillised by ascertain-
ing the fact, that the Cargo which was composed entirely ofsalt, was completely

lost. The naval stores which could be saved from the wreck being brought
to the harbour, were deposited there With the knowledge of the aforesaid
Department, leaving to the captain the option of re-embarking or selling the
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same, in accordance with one of the sovereign orders above—mentioned. By
this, I conceive that I have fulfilled and satlsfied the orders of superior

authority, returning the documents which you have transmltted to me.

God preserve, &c.
(Signed) BRAULIO PANOORBO MARTINEZ,

Sub-delegate of the Royal Treasury.

Sagua la Grande, February 8, 1854.

 

No. 2.——Documents containing a copy of the journal Qf operations efected by the

Carabim'er D. Juan de Castro on the leeward cotzst, on board qf the revenue-

boat of this harbour, under the orders of the Chief of the same.

January 9, 1854.

ON the morning of this day, after making the inspection and seeing
gangs which are on the point, and hearing that nothing had occurred, we

sailed in the direction of Cayo Verde, and on reaehing the reef of the said

Cayo Verde we saw a vessel wrecked, and there was at the anchorage a sort
of hut, which we thought might be the crew of the said vessel, as in fact, it
turned out to be the case. I then went to the chambers of Don
Manuel Sanchez, the marine magistrate, and on asking him what ship that
was, with some other questions, he told me she was an American vessel whose
name he did not recollect, but that on the morning of the 7th, and at about
7 o’clock an American captain had presented himself‘ to him, telling him that he
had been wrecked upon the reef, and that he Wished him to go on board to
get the people and stores and provisions on shore, and at the samevtime he
requested of him a permit that he might carry to Sagua, and present
himself to the Consul and proper authorities, all pf which, he told me, he
forthwith did. I asked him if he had saved anything out of' the cargo, or if
he knew that any other person had so done; to which he replied, that he was
aware that nothing had been saved, the whole cargo consisting of salt, and
the body of the vessel breaking, whereby the water entered on all sides.

 

January 10, 1854.

I went in company with the marine magistrate of the afOresaid Cayo
Verde, to the position of the lost brig: we found the mate on board, and
asked him what was the vessel’s name ; he replied that she was an American,
named “Rio,” that she had been laden with salt frem the Turk Islands, and
was bound for New Orleans, but that missing her course in the early morning
of the 7th, she was wrecked where we then were. I asked him for what reason
he remained on board, to which he replied that the captain left him to guard
the rigging and sails, which was all that remained. We forthwith returned to
the anchorage which we had quitted that morning, where we anchored with
the intention of preventing any boat from approaching the wrecked vessel.
About4 o’clock in the afternoon, the launch “ Angelita,” Ferrer, master, came v
from Sagua la Grande to that point, having on board a marine guard and the
carabinier, Don Bernard Albert], who had an order from the Aventajaso, com—
mandant of Sagua la Grande, directing me to take charge of the vessel, which
was wrecked on those reefs, and this I did. At 9 o’clock at night the mounted
carabiniet, Don José de Casé, arrived at Cayo Verde, accompanied by Dori
José Sago], who had come from Sierra Morena in a boat belonging to the

' latter, to this point. I asked them, if they brought any orders or directions ;
to Which they replied, that they had not; which appeared to be the case from
their going away the following morning. .

(Signed) JUAN DE CASTRO.
Sagua la Grande, January 14, 1854.
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No. 378.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign O_fl‘lice, April 3, 1854.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 26th of last January,* I

transmit to your Lordship herewith, for your information, and for communica—
tion to the Spanish Government, a copy of a despatch 1' from Mr. Crawford, &c.,
inclosing copies of the defence Which was set up on behalf of the three British
sailors Who were on board the slave vessel “Jasper,” and of the sentence of
the Court by Which they have been set at liberty.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 379.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ufice, April 4, 1854.

I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith, a copy of a despatch I
which I have received from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul—General in
Cuba, reporting, that the Captain-General of that island had superseded the
Governors of Trinidad and of Sancti Spiritus, on account of their having con-
nived at the landing of slaves in the districts of their respective Governments,
and that his Excellency had appointed to succeed them, oflicers in whom
Mr. Crawford considers reliance can be placed. ‘ ,

I transmit also a copy of a further despatch§ from Mr. Crawford, in which
he states that since the appointment of the new Governor of Trinidad, 600 newly
imported negroes had been captured within his jurisdiction.

And I have to instruct your Lordship to express to the Spanish Govern-
ment the satisfaction With which Her Majesty’s Government have learned these
proceedings of the Marquis de la Pezuela for the purpose of putting down the
Slave Trade. ,

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 380.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, , ~ Foreign Ofiice, April 5, 1854.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 24th of last January,“ and
to previous correspondence respecting thethirty—six Yucatan Indians who had.
been carried ofi’ to Cuba and sold as slaves by a man namedAnduze, I transmit
to your Lordship herewith for your information, copies of a further despatch,1T
and of its inclosure, from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba, reporting
that twenty-seven of these Indians have been already sent back to their native
country, that three have engaged to serve in Cuba as free labourers, that five
have died, and that one has embarked for Spain as a servant. ‘ ,

It also appears from 'Mr. Crawfordk despatch that the proceedings. against
the guilty parties in the affair are still being carried on 111 the Cuban tribunals.

* See Class B, presented 1854, No. 491.
1- N0. 454. 1 See Class B, presented 1854, No. 657. § Ibid., No. 660. .

[I Ibid., No. 487. ‘1 Ibid., No. 685.
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I also transmit a copy of a note *9 which Her Majesty’s Minister in Mexico
has received from the Mexican Minister for Foreign Afi‘airs, by which it appears
that the Spanish Government has made no such pmposah to the Mexican

Government respecting the importation of Yucatan Indians into Cuba, as that
referred to in M. Calderon de la Barca’s letter to Mr. Otway of the 23rd of
November, 1853.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 381.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howa’en.

My Lord, Foreign Office, April 6, 1854.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 24th of last
Decembeifl' inclosing a copy and translation of the note in which Sefior Calderon
de la. Barca endeavoured to throw discredit 0n the statements which Mr. Craw-
ford, &c., had made to me of landings of slaves which had been effected at the
Ensenada. de Cortez, the Ensenada del Carmelo, and at San Juan de los Remedios ;
I have to state to your Lordship, that on the receipt of that despatch I called
upon Mr. Crawford to report further upon these cases,“ and I now transmit copies
of a despatchjf and of its inclosures which I have received from Mr. Crawford
in re 1 .

pthur Lordship will Communicate to the Spanish Government the contents
of Mr. Crawford’s despatch, as a proof of the systematic manner in which the
Slave Trade was connived at under the late Captain—General of Cuba, and as
showing the necessity of upholding and supporting the present Governor the
.Marquis de la Pezuela.

I am, 8:0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 382.

The Earl of Clarendon to M. ale Comyn. -

- Foreign Qfli'cé, April 15, 1854.

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acknpwledge the receipt of the
"note which M. Comyn, 8w. addressed to him on the 25rd instant, informing him
that on the 6th ultimo the Cuban authorities succeeded in capturing 600 Bozal
negrnes, who had been landed within the district of Trinidad; and inclosing a
copy of a letter addressed to the Captain—General of Cuba, by the Political
and Military Governor of Sagua la Grande, in which, with reference to the
wreck of a vessel Which is alluded to by Mr. Crawford, &c., in a. letter Which he
addressed on the 12th 0f last January to the Marquis de la Pezuela. Sefior
Casariego states that-the wreck of that vessel is not the wreck of a slaver, but
of a veséel engaged in legitimate traffic, which lately foundered at Cayo Verde.

The Undersigned, in thanking M. Gomyn for his communication respecting
the capture of the 600 Bozal negroes, begs leave to inform him that he had
already heard of this capture from Mr. Crawford, who, the Undersigned can
assure M‘ Comyn, does full justice to the zeal and activity of the present
CaptaimGeneral of Cuba, and to the determination of his Excellency faithfully to
execute the stipulations of the Anti-Slave Trade Treaty between Great Britain
and Spain.

But with regard to M. Comyn’s representation that Mr. Crawford is in the
habit of making unfounded statements to the Captain—General of Cuba as to
the landing of African slaves, which charge appears to have reference to the
fact that the wreck mentioned by Mr. Crawford in his letter to the Captains
General of the 12th of January, turns out upon investigation to be the wreck of
an American vessel laden with salt for New Orleans, the Undersigned begs leave

‘3‘ Inclosure 2 in No..252. + See Class Bypresented 1854, No. 484. i 1: No. 452,
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to inclese to M. Comyn a copy of Mr. Crawford’s letter respecting the wrecked
vessel in question, in order that M. Comyn may see that Mr. Crawford made no
denouncement with respect to that wreck, but merely spoke of the wreck as
being “supposed” to have been one of two vessels which had lately landed
cargoes of slaves at Sagua, and that in the same letter Mr. Crawford
spoke of the identity of the wreck with one of those vessels, as being a
“ conjecture.” ..

The Undersigned, so far from thinking that this case affords evidence that
Mr. Crawford is in the habit of making unfounded denouncements to the
Captain-General of Cuba, is of opinion that the very guarded manner in which
Mr. Crawford alludes to this wreck, With respect to which he had no certain no:
positive information, may be taken as proof that he is not in the habit of
denouncing disembarkations of slaves to the Cuban authorities until he has
satisfied himself that he has good and sufficient grounds for making those
statements‘

I am, 8w.
(Signed) , CLAREND0N.

 

No. 383.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofi‘ee,,A-pril' 20, 1854.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, copies of a note
which I have received from,M. de Comyn, &c., and of the answer* which I have
returned to it, respecting the recent capture made by the Cuban authorities of
600 Bozal negroes, and respecting a charge brought by M. de Comyn against.
Mr. Crawford, that he is in the habit of making unfounded statements to the
Captain-General of Cuba as to the landing of African slaves. ,

I also inclose, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a despatch'l' whic
I: have addressed to Mr. Crawford on transmitting to him copies of my corre—
spondence with M. de Comyn.

‘ I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON..

 

‘ No. 384.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendonr—(ReceivedApril 21.)

(Extract) - Madwid, April 13, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship by this messenger
translation of a most important document relating to slavery in the Island of:
Cuba, which was published in the “ Gazette ”’ of this morning.

The chief points are the following :—
A determination, publicly expressed, to put down the Slave Trade, and to

keep faith With Great Britain. ‘
An endeavour to force the whole slave population of the" island into

works of agriculture, establishing high taxes on those retained ”for household
purposes. ,

The organization of a system of colonization fer Spaniards, Yucatanese,
and Chinese, defining their obligations and rights. ,

And, finally, the cempulsory registering of all the slayes in the island at
this moment, so that any negro (excepting those subsequently born) who is
hereafter unregistered, and Who does not carry: on him a- copy of the register,
Will be considered as unduly introduced, and declared. ipso facto free;

Your Lordship will see at once two things: the great adyantage of suchz._a.~

* Nos. 377 and 382. 1‘ No. 456.
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measure if pmperly carried out, and the great difficulty to which it will give

rise at the moment of registering with regard to- negroes who W111. be

claimed as legal property, and who yet have been fraudulently introduced smce

the conclusion of Treaties with Spain.

 

Inclosure in No. 384.

Exposition to Her Majesty.

(Translation)

Sefiora, ' ' .

ONE of the most urgent necessities which at present presses upon the

Island of Cuba is the scarcity of labourers; agriculture is already affected by it;

its effects begin to be noticed in commercial transactions; and if it be not oppor-

tunely remedied, the rich treasures which that fertile island contains will soon be

diminished, if not exhausted. The Government have carefully studied the

causes of the evil, and in order to remove them they offer to your Majesty a

system of measures which they consider efficacious, if, as is to be expected,

there be on the part of the local authorities zeal and perseverance in carrying

them into execution.
It is not hidden from the high penetration of your Majesty, that the origin

of the scarcity which is deplored, lies partly in the existence and necessity of

slavery, and partly in the Treaties in force for the suppression of the Slave Trade.

The Antilles seem condemned by Providence not tp give proofs of their fertility

unless with the aid of that institution, and at the cost of the race upon whom it

weighs. There results hence for the island of Cuba a social and economical

situation, which although exceptional and anomalous, it is necessary to

maintain with all its inconveniences, because there would arise from the design

of regulating it by the type of European nations greater detriments for the

State, and even for the very race disinherited of civil liberty.
From the necessity of maintaining slavery in those regions was naturally

inferred the advantage of permitting in certain cases the introduction of new

slaves ; but as {the international Treaties and the Spanish laws prohibit and punish

it with rigour, this efficient means of preservation has been wanting to slavery,
while the development and encouragement of agriculture have rendered it every

day more necessary. Whatever may be nevertheless the qualification which

these Treaties merit, the Government ought to fulfil them as the honour and

dignity of the nation require, considering that though they be in part the cause
of the injury which is lamented at this moment, it is not inthe power of the
Government to remove it, nor would it be morally possible to abolish slavery.

Leaving out of view therefore, as irremediable, these two primary and funda-
mental causes of the actual scarcity, the Government have maturely examined
the immediate causes and believe they have found them :

1. In the practice of dedicating to domestic service and other occupations,
in which the labour of whites and free men might be employed, the slaves which
are wanting to agriculture and the employments, in which the labour of natives
and Europeans cannot compete with that of the Africans.

2. In the proprietors not having taken care, so much as they ought to
have done, of the reproduction of the slave race, with the hope that the clandes-
tine introduction of Bozal negroes would supply their neglect.

3. 1n the scarcity of white labourers and airtizans capable of dedicating
themselves to a multitude of mechanical offices, for which the negroes are
unnecessary. ' '

4. In the right of property over the legitimate slaves not possessing the
indispensable guarantees and securities, in consequence of the questions which
the understanding and application of the Treaties in force for the suppression
of the Slave Trade are daily raising with a powerfuluation.

The slaves Who now exist in the Island of Cuba would suffice for all the
wants of agriculture, notwithstanding the losses which they have experienced
by recent diseases, if a considerable number of them had not been destined in
towns to services which free labourers could perform as well or better. This
circumstance makes evident the advantage of removing the slave population from
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the cities and towns, and dedicating it in the country to the occupations of
agriculture. In order to effect this, your Majesty decreed, in 1844, the impo—
sition of a capitation tax upon the slaves destined for domestic service; but this
measure has not produced the desired effect ; first, because all the slaves who
dedicate themselves to occupations in which free men might be employed being
excluded from the tax, its influence is limited to a very reduced number of
persons, and precisely to those who, from the nature of their occupations, it
must be most difficult to attract towards agriculture; and secondly, because
the capitation not exceeding a dollar, or a little more for each person, it has
not been a sufficient stimulus for the Cubans to abandon the inveterate custom
of having themselves served by slaves.

In order to attain the desired end, therefore, it will be necessary to extend
the tax to all the slaves who are not habitually employed in agriculture ; that
is, to those who have not their permanent residence in the estates or rural
establishments, and to increase the said tax gradually in proportion to the wealth
of each proprietor, adopting, as the measure thereof, the number of slaves Whom
he has in his service, and fixing, nevertheless, a prudent limit to the propor—
tional increase, in order not to confound the capriees of luxury with the true
wants of industry. ,

Your Majesty may still offer another more efficacious stimulant to the pro-
prietors of slaves. There is now paid on the sale of them a duty of alcabala,
which consists of 6 per cent. of the stipulated price. Exempt from this duty the
slaves who are sold or transferred for service in the agricultural estates 01' esta-
blishments, and exact double from those who, having their residences in the
said establishments, may be transferred for service in the towns, and no industry
will obtain with more abundance and advantage than agriculture the labour
necessary for its preservation and encouragement. If these measures shall not
suffice to attract the slave population towards the fields, it would be difficult to
adept other indirect means which should promise better results. But even
though agriculture and industry should go on increasingand developing them-
selves in the Island of Cuba in the same proportion as hitherto, the Government
believe, nevertheless, that the slaves now existing would suffice for all the
services in which they cannot be readily replaced by free labourers, if their
reproduction shall be cared for and favoured.

The measures which your Majesty may adopt with such an object are also
indirect, and of no immediate result, but will doubtless succeed. They consist
in encouraging the proprietors to promote marriages among the slaves, and so
to benefit themselves by the reproduction of this indispensable race. In order to
effect this, the entire produce of the capitation tax before mentioned ought to be
destined to the adjudication of three annual premiums: one in favour of the
proprietor whose slaves may have had the greatest number of legitimate or
legitimated children; another in favour of him who possesses the greatest
number of female slaves in proportion to the men ; and another for him who may
take most care, and with the best result, of the health and preservation of- his
slaves. Female slaves should also be exempted from the capitation tax, as well
their children under 12 years of age, and married slaves who have a certain
number of children. ~ '

It would also be proper to exempt from all alcabala the compulsory sales
of slaves which take plaee on account of marriages, and also the, sales of the
sons of slaves when they are removed for the first time from the control of the
owner in whose possession they were born.

With such encouragements, and the conviction that in future there will be
no more clandestine introductions of Bozal negroes, since the fabulous interest
which maintains them will at least be diminished, not_only will the farmers and
manufacturers take greater care of the reproduction of their slaves, but capital
will be devoted especially to that object, as happens in other countries Where
the slave population increases daily without the aliment of the fraudulent
importation of Africans.

But in spite of what has been previously said, the Government are not
ignorant that the scarcity of free labourers and artisans, or rather the want of a
numerous classfrom, whence they may be drawn, must have contributed in great;
pleasure to all mechanic services being performed by slaves. Thus it is, that
In order to facilitate the effect of the measures which have for object to promote
within the towns the replacement of slave labourers by free ones, and in order

CLASS B.
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to remedy immediately, as far as possible, the actual scarcity of labour, it is

indispensable to authorize the immigration of white colonists, Spanish or foreign,

with whose assistance-‘the free and labouring class which is wanting may be

formed in Cuba.
The experiments made up to this time show that this remedy will be

efficacious; but in order to provide for its due development, it is indisPensable

to determine the conditions on which the introduction of colonists is to be

permitted, and to fix the relations between them and their masters with regard

to the public interest and the powers of the Government.

The Governor Captain—General 0f the Island of Cuba, zealous for your

Majesty’s service, and believing the want of labour to he most urgent, published

an ordinance authorizing for two years the free importation of colonists from

Spain, China, or Yucatan, and making regulations for that purpose, as also for

determining the reciprocal rights of the colonists and of their masters. But

the Government, considering the importance and gravity of the subject, have

judged it indispensable, in revising those dispositions, to submit them in the

form of a Decree to your Majesty’s sanction. Its principal objects are: to

facilitate the introduction of colonists in order that competition may increase

the supply, and thus lower the price of labour; to prevent the colonists from

being imposed upon by avaricious speculators; to empower the Government to

impose special conditions with the same object on the importers, according to

the nationality, number, and. circumstances of the qolonists to be introduced in

each expedition; to give facilities within the limits of the law for fixing the par—

ticular conditions of the contracts with the colonists? in order that these contracts

may be so drawn up as not to give rise, by ambiguity or obscurity, to questions

of difficult solution; to establish a protectorate confided t0 the political authority

which may decide, ea: mquo et bono, all the questions that may be raised between

the colonists and the masters, and may be susceptible of this proceeding; to

determine the most essential civil rights of the colonists and of their families,

so that these rights may be respected in the contracts; to empower the colonists

and their masters to rescind those contracts at fixed periods, either on account

of marriage 01‘ by previous compensation, in order that the condition of the

colonists may not degenerate into slavery in some cases, or may not be worse

in others than that of the slaves themselves; to enact measures protective of

the health and life of the colonists, in order to prevent the avarice of any master

from putting the one or the other in danger ; to grant a disciplinary jurisdiction

to the same masters for the correction of such slight offences as may .not be

cognizable by the tribunals. In 'all these dispositions, nevertheless, the Govern—

ment have carefully abstained from opposing the smallest obstacle to the free

agreements of individuals ; and if they have fixed between the colonists and
their masters some reciprocal obligations and rights independent of the con-

tracts, these have not gone beyond what concerns morality, religion, or the

State. ‘
In order, finally, to ensure all the rights acquired by the owners of slaves,

and to put a stop to the illegitimate hopes which have so much contributed to

the diminution of the slave race, it is indispensable to put an end, by eflicacious

measures, to the eternal question of the "Slave Trade. The Government are

resolved to cause the solemn Treaties which they stipulated with England to be
fulfilled, but they will not propose to your Majesty any measure which may relax '
in the slightest the severity of discipline which is the guarantee and forced con-
sequence of slavery. Although the fear of measures of this kind being adopted
in contravention of the Penal Law of 1845, which prohibits investigations to
be made within the estates in order to ascertain the origin of the slaves existing
in them, may have the good efiect of keeping back many from the illicit com—
merce of Bozal negroes, nevertheless it has the evil effect of creating among
the legitimate proprietors a feeling of insecurity and disquietude. In order to
prevent at once such fears and dangers, it is requisite, to stop the complaints
and demands of the Government of Great Britain, which, in the use of the right
given to it by Treaties, watches strictly over their fulfilment, and this will not
be attained without radically extinguishing the SlaverTrade. '

The means which the G0vernment propose to your Majesty for effecting
this, have, in their opinion, all the advantages that can be desired, since their
eflicacy being unquestionable, and their execution most easy, they censure and
guarantee all the existing rights relative to slavery. 'By opening in each capital
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or lieutenancy of Government a register, where all the slaves who now exist
in the island may be inscribed and filiated ; by closing definitively this register
for any new inscription as soon as the necessary time has arrived, in order that

no proprietor may fail voluntarily to inscribe his slaves; and by considering
manumitted and free all men of colour who in future do not appear inscribed and
filiated, making, at the same time, exceptions in favour of infants and of fugi-

tive and absent slaves during the time for the inscription, and of those whose

condition is disputed before the tribunals, there will not be in future more slaves

than those now in the island and their descendants; there will be an exterior,

visible, and unquestionable mark to distinguish them from the free men; and if
some Bozal negroes should still be clandestinely introduced, it would be impos-

sible to make use of them as slaves without exposure to the serious risk of

losing them the first time they might be met with without having the proof of

their inscription in the civil register. This danger will necessarily remove the

temptation of profit, which has hitherto maintained that illicit Traffic in spite of
persecution.

The negroes fraudulently introduced are worth now as much as legitimate
slaves, for as soon as they are disembarked and divided amongst the estates,

neither the one nor the other can be the object of legal search, because it is
always easy to frustrate any investigation respecting them. But when the
register is once established and closed, the tenure of the real slaves will be as
secure, as will be ephemeral and uncertain that which it is sought to exercise
over those which are not so. This will at least produce a very considerable
difference between the value of the respectiVe classes; and the consequence
of all this will be, that the slave-traders, not finding the risk they run suffi-
cielx‘itlécompensated by the profit they obtain, will abandon for ever so unworthy
a ra c.

The obligation which is imposed 011 the owners, of causing to be noted in
the register all the acts and contracts which affect the condition of the slaves, or
the rights which are exercised over them, will also contribute, in a great degree,
to seCure the property over them, and to prevent the frauds which are committed
in the transactions concerning them. When the fulfilment of this obligation
shall be secured by a declaration that the acts and contracts which are not so
registered shall have no elfect in regard to third parties, who may not have
intervened in the same, no one will be able to alienate the slaves of another, or
to sell as free from all lien, the partially-redeemed slaves (coartados), or to
commit any other fraud of the same kind. .

But the inscriptions and annotations made in the registers being of such
consequence, it is indispensable to secure, by all possible means, the respon—
sibility of the functionaries who are to have the charge of them, and the exact—
ness, clearness, and legitimacy of the statements. With this object, some rules
of organization and procedure are submitted to your Majesty, which will require
tel be completed by such regulations as the first authority of the island may
a opt.

. These, Madam, are the fundamental principles of the three projects of
Decrees which the President of your Council of Ministers has the honour of
submitting to your Royal approbation. If your Majesty deigns to approve
them, this will bestow upon your people of the Antilles some improvements
and reforms of great importance for their preservation, prosperity, and
encouragement. _

Madam, at the Royal Feet of your Majesty, ‘ .
, (Signed) THE COUNT OF SAN LUIS.

.Madn'd, March 22, 1854. ' ,

 

ROYAL DEGREES.

Having considered the Report of my President of the Council of Ministers,
and in accordance with the opinion of the same Council, I hereby decree the
following: ' ,

ART. I. All the slaves resident in the Island of' Cuba who have not their '
permanent domicile in the agricultural estates or establishments shall, with
certain exceptions, pay a capitation tax. ‘ ‘
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II. The owners of slaves subject to capitation shallrpay annually, instead of

the tax established by the Royal Order of the 29th of July, 1844, the following:
for the first slave 2 dollars; for the second, 3 dollars; for the third, 4 dollars;

and so on for each additional slave, 1 dollar more. The holder of 15 slaves,
after paying the amount corresponding to that number, according to the

preceding paragraph, shall pay 8 dollars only for each slave that he may have

beyond 15.

III. No capitation tax shall be exacted for female slaves, nor for their
children under 12 years of age.

IV. Married slaves, while they live with their wives, and have living

children by them, shall only pay 2 dollars annually? whatever he the number of

slaves that the owner may have, and shall not be included in the assessment for

the other slaves belonging to the same Owner. If the number of the children

amounts to 4 above 12 years of age, the slave their father shall be exempt

from all capitation, even though he may be a widower.

V. The capitation tax shall be exacted from the proprietors in quarterly

payments, and a quarter of a year in advance, the first quarter to be payable at

the expiration of the first term when the similar tam; suppressed by the present

Decree was to become due.

VI. The produtrc of this tax shall be paid at ehce into my Royal Treasury,

and shall be invested in three equal premiums, which shall be adjudicated

~ annually: one to the proprietor of more than 50 Slaves, who may have had

proportionally during the year the greatest number of legitimate or legitimized
children ; a second to the proprietor who, possessing a greater number of slaves
than the other competitors, may have had proportionally fewer loeses by death

during the same period: and a third to the proprietor who, possessing also a

greater number of male siaves than the other competitors, may present in equal
proportion a greater number of female slaves belonging to him.

VII. These premiums shall be adjudicated en the 19th November of each

year, by a Junta presided over by the Governor Captain—Genera], and which

shall be composed of the Regent of the Audieneia, of the President of the

Tribunal of Commerce of Havana, of two proprietprs elected by the Corpora~

tion of the same capital, and of two merchants Selected by the said Tribunal
of Commerce from persons not belonging thereto. 1

VIII. The Captain—General of the island, ilxaking use of the powers which
belong to him as Civil Governor and Superintendent of Finance in Commission,
shall make subject to my Royal approbation, the proper arrangements for the
collection, assessment, and punctual levying 0f thi‘e tax.

IX. The Junta de Fomento shall transmit tq the Political Secretary all
the information and documents which it may have, relating to the suppressed
capitation, and shall deliver over to my Royal Treasury the produce of the
same which may not have been paid over on the publication of the present
Decree in the Island of Cuba.

X. No alcabala shall he paid for the slaves who, after the said publication,
may be sold or transferred, in order to serve or reside in agricultural estates or
establishments, the proprietor who may acquire them with that object always
making it known at the oflice charged With the collection of that tax.

V XI. . The Captain-Greneral of the island shall make the proper arrangements
for recording the permanent residence of the slaves transferred under the
exemption from alcabala to agricultural estates and establishments, in order
that the said slaves may never change their domicile to towns without the
owners first paying the said duty.

XII. Double alcabala shall be paid for slaves who, having their residence
in agricultural estates 01' establishments, may be transferred to serve or reside
in the towns.

XIII. Any proprietor committing fi'alldfOl‘ the purpose of eluding the
payment of alcabala,‘ in cases in which he is not exempt from it according to
this Decree, shall pay double, without prejudice to the penal or civil responsi—
bility which he may incur by the same act.

XIV. Only half the alcabala shall be exacted for the transfer of slaves
under 14 years of age.
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XV. N0 alcabala shall be exacted—
1. For sales of slaves which may take place on account of marriages under

Article XXX of the Regulations of the year 1842, provided the marriage shall
be >roved.

I 2. For the legitimate and legitimized children of slaves who may be born
after the publication of this Decree in the island, when they leave for the first
time the ownership under Which they were born.

Given at the Palace, March 22, 1854.
Signed by the Royal hand.

The President of the Council of Ministers,
(Signed) LUIS JOSE SARTORIUS.

 

Having considered the Report of the President of my Coimcil of Ministers,
and, in accordance with the opinion of the same Council, I hereby approve the
following Regulations for the importation and management of colonists in the
Island of Cuba.

CHAPTER I.

Of the Importation of 'Colon’ists.

ART. I. Private persons, who wish to introduce on their account into the
Island‘of Cuba, Spanish, Chinese, or Yucatan colonists, shall be able to do so
from this day, and for the space of two years, subjecting themselves to the
conditions established. in these Regulations.

11. The importer of the said colonists must previously obtain permission
from the Government, and must, for that purpose, present a certificate or
document, showingthat the vessel in which they are to be conveyed is fit for
the voyage. If the vessel should be in a foreign port, this certificate or docu-
ment shall be issued by the Spanish Consul there, and if in a Spanish port by
the proper naval authority.

III. Neither of the said permissions shall he conceded unless the person
in whose favour it is issued obliges himself to import the number of women
which the Government may determine, on taking into consideration the number
of the men who are to be imported in each expedition, their nationality, and
other circumstances. No tonnage duties shall be paid by the importefs for
women.

IV. The Government, on conceding the permission of which the previous
Articles treat, may exact from the importers any other conditions which it may
think fit with regard to the number, nationality, and other circumstances of the
colonists who are to be imported.

V. The contracts between the importers and the colonists shall be written
in the language of the latter, and shall be vise’d by Her Majesty’s Consul if
made abroad, or by the Governor of the province if made in Spanish territory.

VI. These contracts must set forth the following particulars:
1. The age, sex, and place of birth of the colonist.
2. The time for which his contract is to be in force. y
3. The wages, and the kind, quantity, and quality of. the food and clothing

which he is to receive. '
4. The obligation to afford him medical assistanceduring illness.
5. \Vhether the wages are to be stopped when the colonist falls ill from any

cause not connected with his work, 01' independent of the will of themaster.
6; The number of hours during which the colonist obliges himself to work

each day, it being declared whether the master is to have the power of increasing
that number on some days, provided this increase shall be compensated by a
proportionate diminution on other days.

7. The obligation of the colcnist to indemnity the master for the hours of
labour lost to him by the colonist’s fault.

8 The obligation of the same colonist to subjecthimself to the discipline
of the estate, workshop, 01' establishment in which he may have to labour.

9. A clause drawn up in these terms: “ I, 'N. N,, assent to the rate of
wages above stipulated, although I know that what the free labourers and Slaves
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ot‘ the Island of Cuba get is much greater, because I. consider this difference

to be compensated by the other advantages which my Master has to afford to
me, as stated in this contract.”

10. The signature of the colonist, if he can write, and that of the con-

tractor.

VII. The colonist shall receive, and. keep in his possession, a copy of the
contract signed by the contractor.

VIII. If the colonists should be Spaniards and. under age, they shall not be

permitted to contract with the importers without the consent of their parents
or guardians. If they should be foreigners and tinder fourteen years of age,

the person on whom they depend must be a party to the contract.

IX. The importers of colonists shall not embark in any vessel more than
one person for each ton of measurement on a voyage from the ports of the
Peninsula; one person for each ton and a half on voyages made from the
ports of China ; and in the like proportion for the aborter voyage from Yucatan.

X. The importers shall also be bound:
1. To provide the vessels with water and wholesome food fully sufficient for

the number of persons conveyed, and for the length of the voyage.
2. To adopt. the necessary precautions in order to maintain in the said vessels

the cleanliness and ventilation indispensable for the health of the passengers.
3. To carry a physician and medicine-chest on board when the number of

persons embarked is above a hundred.
4. To subject themselves, on their arrival at any port of Cuba, to the

sanatory and police regulations in force there.

XI. In order to insure the observance of these regulations the colonists
must only be imported at the port of Havana, except in case of shipwreck or
other inevitable accident, which may render the arrival and landing at some
other port a matter of necessity.

XII. Within twenty—four hours after the arrival of the vessel, or after its
admission to free pratique, the importer shall present a list of the colonists
embarked by him, accompanied by their contracts, and by a return showing the
number of those who may have died during the passage and the causes of their
deaths. The Governor Captain-General, after seeing these documents, and
after taking all the steps which he may deem necessary to prevent fraud, will
permit the disembarkation.

XIII. The importers of colonists may transfer them to other employers, or
to planters or individuals, on such terms as they may think fit, the latter always
obliging themselves to fulfil the contracts entered into with the said colonists
and to conform to these regulations. The persons receiving such transfers of
colonists may reassign them to other parties on the same conditions, and if on a
transfer of colonists the terms of the original contract should be altered without
the consent of the colonists, such transfer shall be null and void.

XIV. Both the importers and receivers of colonists shall give an account
to the Government of the number of the latter transferred or received within
twenty-four hours after the conclusion of the contract, stating the number, sex,
and age of said colonists, the vessel in which they arrived, the conditions of the
contract made with’ them, the nature of the labour in which they are to be
employed, and the place where they are going to i'eside.

The Government will then deliver to the receiver the contracts received '
from the importer relative to the ceded colonists, after entering their contents
in the books which shall be kept for that purpose in the office of the Political
Secretary. '

XV. The residence of the colonists may not be transferred from one part
of the island to another without a previous intimation to the Government.

CHAPTER 2.

0f the Reciprocal Obligations and Rights of the Colonist: and their Mastérs.

1 XVI. The Governor Captain-Greneral of the Island of Cuba shall be the
official protector of the colonists, and. shall execute this trust in the districts
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through his delegates, the respective Governors 0r Lieutenant—Governors, Who
in their turn shall be assisted therein, and without necessity of previous dele-
gation, by the District Captains. These functionaries shall proceed in every'
case under the direction and orders of the Governors and Lieutenant-Governors.

XVII. In legal matters and when the masters ofthe colonists do not
appear for them, the Syndics of the Corporations 01' their substitutes in the
Municipal Juntas, shall be the defenders of the colonists in the inferior Courts,
and in the superior Courts Her Majesty’s Fiscal Officers.

XVIII. The delegated protectors shall attend to the proper treatment of
the colonists and the fulfilment of their contracts; they shall propose to the
official protector the measures which they consider requisite for their welfare and
encouragement; and shall settle equitably and without form of law the questions
which may arise between the colonists and their masters.

If these questions should involve any point of law, the protector shall
decide them summarily, taking vim? voce evidence, and hearing the opinion of
an assessor.

If the subject should be of greater legal importance, it shall be decided by
the preper authority and according to the established forms of law.

XIX. It is understood that the colonists in signing 0r accepting their
contracts With the importers, renounce the exercise of all civil rights which may
be incompatible with the fulfilment of the obligations which they incur, unless
some right is treated of which is expressly declared by these regulations.

XX. The colonists may contract marriage with the consent of their masters.
If a colonist who is of age should Wish to marry; and' his master should

oppose it, he may redeem himself from his master under the conditions pre-
scribed in Article XXVIII, or he may seek another master who may receive‘him ,
with the same conditions.

XXI. The colonists shall exercise over their children all the rights of
paternal power, and over their wives all the rights of marital power, in as far
use those rights are compatible With the legal condition of the said children and
Wives. ' ‘

XXII. The children of the colonists shall follow the condition of their
mothers all the time that the contract of the latter lasts if born during the

same; but on completing eighteen years of age they shall be entirely free,
although their mothers should continue under contract.

The children under age Whom the women have at the time of hiring shall
follow the condition which the women may stipulate with the contractors. If '
nothing should be stipulated they shall be entirely free, but they shall have a ,
right to be fed, lodged, and clothed, by the masters of their mothers, under the
conditions established for those under twelve years old. ‘ >
. XXIII. The children of the colonists born under the power of the masters
of their mothers shall have the same right while they follow the condition of the
latter, but with the obligation to render in the meantime to the said masters the.
services of which they are capable according to their age.

XXIV. The married ‘colonists may not be transferred to any person who
does not at the same time take both husband and Wife and their children,
under twelve years of age. The masters may not oblige the husbands to live
habitually separated from their wives, nor the latter from their children under
twelve years of age. 1 ' '

XXV. The colonists may acquire preperty, and dispose of what may belong
to them by valid title, provided the contraCts which they may make do not involve
any express or tacit condition, the fulfilment of Which may be incompatible
with their contracts with the masters. ' l

XXVI. The colonists may also take legal proceedings against their masters;
being represented in the manner preseribed in Article XVII, and against other
persons being represented by their own masters, if the latter should be willing
to undertake their defence. ‘ , I ‘

If the master should decline to do so, or if in a suit between him and a
third, party the master’s interest should he Opposed to 'that of his colonists, the
latter must be represented by the Syndic invthe inferior Courts, “and by Her
Majesty’s Fiscal in the superior. ,
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XXVII. The colonists who may have made contracts when under twenty

years of age, shall have the right of rescinding them when they attain twenty~five

ears of age. Those Who may have made contracts when above twenty years

old, shall have the same right after six years’ contract. The masters shall h_ke-

wise have the power to rescind them at the same periods at whlch the colonists

have this right. The colonist shall in no case be able .to make use of the

right recognized in this Article unless he indemnifies his master, elther by

labour or in some other mode, for what he may owe him.

XXVIII. Every colonist shall be able to redeem himself at any time from

the power of his master, provided he pays him in cash: _

1. The amount which he may have paid for his acquisition.

2. That which the same colonist may owe him as compensation for labour

or on any other account. . _

3. The increased value which, in the judgment of men of skill, the services

of the colonist may have acquired since he entered the master’s employment.

4, The amount of the loss Which the master may incur from the difficulty

of replacing the colonist by another. ‘
The colonist shall not be able to make use of this right in time of “ zaffra,”

or during any other ofthe pressing employments permitted on holidays.

XXIX. If any master shall treat a colonist harshly, or shall fail to fulfil his
engagements towards him, the colonist may apply to the delegated protector,

and if the latter on hearing both parties should be convinced of the justice of

the complaint, he will allow the contract to be annnlled.
This annulment may be granted without compensation to the master

for What he may have given for the acquisition of the colonist, and without

barring any civil or criminal action on the part of either party.

XXX. In the days and hours of rest the colonists may work on their own

account Within the establishment or estate where they reside ; and if they

should Wish to werk out of it, they must previously obtain the permission of the

master. , '

In the same days and hours they may also indulge in such harmless amuse-

ments as may not disturb the discipline of the establishment ‘or estate.

XXXI. The colonists shall freely dispose of the produce of their property

and of their work done in the days and hours of rest, but they shall not be
allowed to establish any retail trade against the Will of their master. ' ’

XXXII. Whenever the colonist wishes to sell hisfurniture or moveables,
he shall inform his master, who shall be preferred pre tanto to any other

purchaser. . ,

XXXIII. When the master concedes to his colonist any lot of land for
cultivation during the days and hours of rest, the colonist shall acquire the
entire produce unless his master may have stipulated otherwise with him. a ‘

XXXIV. The colonists shall'not be able to leave the estate or establish-
mentin Which they serve without the written permission of their master or
his delegate, and any colonists found unprovided with such-a‘pennit shall be
apprehended by the authorities, and taken home at the master’s expense.

XXXV. When it may have have been stipulated in the contracts that the
colonists shall have any particular kind'of food, or clothes of a particular make
or' sort, and if circumstances should prevent the master from providing the same,
the kind, quality, or make of either may be altered, but not the quantity. ,

If the colonists should not be content with this change they shall apply to
their protector, who Will settle the, matter fairly between the parties, With due
regard to the essential right of the colonists.

XXXVI. Whatever stipulations may have been made in the contracts as
to medical assistants for the colonists, it shall comprise, not only the attendance
of the practitioner, but also such medicines and food as the physicians may

, prescribe during illness and convalescence. 7 . s I , ,

XXXVII. The colonists shall work for their masters, on every day that is
not a holiday, during the number of hours agreed upon in, the contract.» '

It is understood that days which are Hotholidays, for the purposes of this
Article, are all those .on Which the precept of the church does not prohibit
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labour, and those which, notwithstanding the festival celebrated thereon, shall
‘be authorized by the ecclesiastical authority as working days.

XXXVIII. Notwithstanding any stipulation to the contrary, the masters
shall have no right to exact from their colonists more than twelve hours daily
labour on an average.

XXXIX. If a contract shall contain a stipulation as to the right of the
master to arrange in the manner most advantageous for his interests the hours
of labour agreed upon With the colonist, as prescribed in No. 6 of Article VI,
that right shall be understood as limited, so that the oolonist can never be

obliged to work more than fifteen hours in one day, and so that he shall always
have at least six consecutive hours of rest by night 01' by day.

If the said right should not have been stipulated in the contract, the master
shall not have power to exact from the colonist more hours of work in each day
than those agreed upon.

XL. The colonist must render to his master all lawful services that he may
require, unless it shall have been agreed in the contract that the colonist is to

be employed exclusively in certain labours. ‘
In such case the colonist may resist being employed in labours difi'erent

from those stipulated.
The master may let out to a third person the services of his colonist, for

employment in such work as is stipulated in the contract, and to which no
condition of the contract is opposed.

XLI. When the colonist is ill or convalescent, he shall not be obliged to
work until the medical man declares that he may do so Without danger to his
health.- . . . .

XLII. The masters shall pay their colonists the stipulated wages in the

form and manner agreed upon in the contract. - ‘

XLIII. The colonists shall receive the whole of their wages while they are
ill or convalescent from illness contracted in consequence of labour, Or from

any cause dependent on the will of the master. If the illness should proceed
from other causes, the colonist will not have the same right unless it may have

been stipulated in the contract. ‘ ‘

XLIV. The colonist Who, according to his contract, is entitled to receive

his wages during illness arising from Whatever cause, shall have no right to
demand his wages if his illness arises from any wilful act of his own.

XLV. For all the purposes of the two previous Articles and of Article
XXXVI, the diseases of the colonists shall be reported ‘upon by the medical

men of the estate or establishment in which the colonists are employed, and in
default of them,.by two physicians named by the master.

If. the colonist should demur to their opinion, he may apply to the delegated

protector, in order that, by his direction, the colonist may be re-examined by

two practitioners: one to be named by him, and another by the master, by

Whose decision both parties shall abide Without further appeal. If the physicians
named by the master and the colonist disagree, the delegated protector
shallename a third, Whose decision shall be final. ‘ ‘ . ,

XLVI. The colonists shall compensate their masters for the days and

Hours during which they may’have neglected to work through their own fault,

and for that purpose their engagement shall be extended for the necessary

time. The colonist shall not receive any wages for the days of labour lost by

his fault, unless the contrary be expressly stipulated in the contract.

The regulations of this Article shall hold good without barring the other
penalties which the colonist may incur by the offense in question.

XLVIL In fulfilment of the regulations contained in the first paragraph of

the previous Article, the owners or superintendents of the estates or establish-
ments in Which the colonists work shall keep books containing an account of
the daily labour of the colonists, and. of the payments made to them, so that
the account of What is owed by or due to any one, may be made out at any

time, and in the former case it may be known for What period the respective
contracts ought to be prolonged. ' ' , ‘

XLVIII. At the end» of eachinonth the account eor‘responding to the
labour and payment of each colonist shallbe closed, and he shall be informed
of the result, in order that if he have any remark to make he may do SO at.

CLASS B.
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once, or may apply to the protector if he should not concur in the master’s

statement of the account.

XLIX. The clause which, With reference to ,Article VI, paragraph 8, every

contract ought to contain, as to the eolonist subjecting himself to the discipline

of the estate or establishment in which he has to work, and any other stipu_

lation Which obliges him to obey his master’s ordere, shall be always understood

With the proviso that the rules or orders proscribed t0 the colonist shall not

be contrary to other conditions of the same contract, nor to the tenor of these

regulations.

L. When any colonist deserts from the estate or establishment in Which he

is serving, the master shall inform the local authority, in order that the neces-

sary steps may be taken for his pursuit.

The master shall pay at once the expenses oqcasioned by his capture and

restitution, but shall have a right to indemnify himself for them by deducting

from the fugitive colonist half the wages due to him.

, LI. If a master should have in his service non-Catholic colonists, he shall

provide for their instruction in the doctrines and morality of the true religion,

but without employing other means for this purpose than persuasion

and conviction; and if any one shall express a Wish to conform to the Catholic

faith, the master shall inform the parish priest.

LII. When a colonist shall suffer in his person or interests a wrong or

injury not amounting to a crime, from a free man, pr from a colonist of another

ownership, the master shall take cognizance of the fact, and if he think the

complaint just, shall demand from the offender or his master, by friendly or

extrajudicial means, the reparation due; and if these means be not sufficient,

he shall seek redress before the competent authority, or state the fact to the

Syndic, in order that he may do so. If the complaint of the colonist should

be thought unfounded, he shall be informed accordingly, and advised to abandon

his complaint ; but if the colonist ghouid refuse to do so, he may apply to the

Syndic to make the proper claim. ,VVhen the complaint is directed against

another'colonist belonging to the same master, the latter, or his delegate, shall

decide the question in the manner that he thinks just, Either of the parties

may appeal against this decision to the protector or his delegate, Who shall take

cognizance of the matter in the form prescribed in Article XVIII.

LIII. The importers of colonists, and the masters who'may fail to comply

with any of the obligations or formalities prescribed in this and the previous

chapter, shall incur a fine proportionate to the gravity of the case, Which shall

be imposed summarily Without prejudice to the penal or 'civil responsibility to

Which they may be subject, and which the authority Will have to exact from

v them in the proper form.

LIV. The colonists shall not be entitled to claim, at any time, from their

master, the Government, 01' the importers, the payment of the expenses of

their return voyage to their country, unless their eontracts contain an express

stipulation to that effect.

LV. On the expiration of the contract, the colonists shall have all the

rights that belong to them respectively, according to their origin as Spaniards

or foreigners, Without any difi'erence between them and those Who may never

have been colonists.

CHAPTER 3.

0f the Disciplinary Jurisdiction of the Masters.

, LVI. The masters shall exercise a disciplinary jurisdiction over their

colonists, and in virtue of it shall be able to impose the following punishments:

1. Confinement from one to ten days. '

2. Stoppage of wages during that time. The first of these punishments

may be inflicted without, the second, but the latter may never be applied Without

he former. , ,

LVII. Whenever the master inflicts on his colonists either of the penalties

mentioned in the previous Article, he shall give information Within the next

twenty—four hours to the proper protector; in order that he may investigate, if
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he think proper, the offence committed, and may alter the sentence of the

master if it should appear unjust.
Any master omitting to give the said notice within the time specified shall

be subject to a summary fine of 25 to 100 dollars.

LVIII. The colonists may, in every case, complain to the protector of any

wrong done them by their masters, whether by punishing them without cause,

by imposing penalties which are not within their competence, or by otherwise

improperly treating them.
If the protector find the master guilty of any offence, he shall denounce

him to the proper tribunalgand if the ofi'ence shall be only a slight one, he

shall himself impose a fine not exceeding 100 dollars.
LIX. In order to ensure the fulfilment of the regulations of the two

preceding Articles, the protectors shall have the power to visit, when they think
proper, the estates or establishments where there are colonists, either personally
or by means of other functionaries, ancl to examine the colonists as they may
thin fit.

a LX. The delegates of the master in the estate or establishment in which
the colonists work, may also exercise disciplinary jurisdiction, but under the
pecuniary responsibility of the same master, and without prejudice to the penal
responsibility which they may incur.

LXI. The following offences shall be punished as above (disciplinarmente):
1. Insubor-dination t0 the master, to the superintendents, or to any other

delegate of the master.
2. Refusal to work, or want of punctuality in any particular piece of work.
3. Injuries which do not oblige the party injured to suspend work.
4. Desertion.
5. Drunkenness. ‘
6. Infraction of the rules of discipline established by the master.
7. Offences against good manners not constituting crimes, Which ‘cannot be

prosecuted unless at the instance of the parties, or which constituting a crime of
this kind are not prosecuted by the party ofi'ended. -

8. Any other act done with malice, and from which injury or damage accrues
to a third'person, and which nevertheless does not constitute 'an offence subject
to legal prosecution.

LXII. The disciplinary jurisdiction shall be exercised by the masters without
prejudice to the right of injured parties to require that the offending colonist
shall be punished by the tribunals if there be just cause.

LXIII. The ordinary tribunals, to which the colonists shall present them-
selves represented in the form prescribed in Article XXVI, shall have cognizance
in all cases of penal or civil responsibility in Which the masters are not competent
judges according to the regulation in Article LXI.

LXIV. When the punishments pointed out in Article LVI are not sufficient
to prevent the colonists from repeating the same or committing other ofi’ences,
the master shall apply to the protector, who, if the act constitutes an offence
according to the laws, shall decide that the guilty colonist may be punished by
them; and if not, by additional disciplinary punishment.

LXV. If the colonists of an estate should mutiny, or resist by force and
collectively the orders of their superiors, the master may also employ force to
bring them to order ; and he shall give immediate information to the delegated
protector, in order that if the gravity of the case require it, he may take measures
for having the guilty colonists punished at once .in the presence of the other
colonists.

LXVI. The regulations hitherto in force relative to Chinese and Yucatan
colonists are hereby abrogated.

General Regulation.

The Governor Oaptain—General of the island shall take the proper measures
in order that every year, by the month of January, lists of the colonists may be
made out or corrected; the lists shall state their names; sex, ages, country,whether

they are married or single, their trades, the period of their contract, and the

name, profession, and domicile of their respective masters. '
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The same authority shall send to the Presidency of the Council of Ministers
an annual abstract of the said registers, stating the number of colonists of each
nation, classified by sexes; by ages up to 15 years, from‘15 to 50, and from
that age upwards ; by condition, as unmarried, married, or Widowers ; by_occupa-
tions, whether agricultural, industrial, 01'! domestic; by the districts 1n which
they reside; and by the time of duration of their contracts, according as they
may be under 5 years, from 5 to 10 years, from 10 to 15 years, and from 15 years
upwards.

‘ Given at the Palace, March 22, 1854.
Signed by the Royal Hand. _ _

The President of the Council of Ministers,
(Signed) LUIS JOSE SARTORIUS.

Taking into consideration the reasons stated to me by my President of the
Council of Ministers, and in conformity with the opinion of the same Council I
have determined to approve the following Regulations, which are to be observed
in the Island of Cuba for preparing lists and a civil register of slaves:

CHAPTER 1.

iRespecting Lists and First Inscription of Slaves-in the Civil Register.

ART. I. On such days as the Captain-General may fix, the municipal oflicers
of the towns (pede’meos), accompanied by such functionaries or private individuals
as the respective Governors or Lieutenant—Governors may appoint, will proceed
to the preparation of the lists of slaves throughout the island.

II. These lists shall state, with due clearness and exactitude, the names
of the slaves, their sex, the nation to which they belong, and theirage, if it be
known, and if not known, what their age-may appear to be; also the names of
their parents, if known, their social position, their occupation, their personal
description, and lastly, the name, profession, and domicile of the owner.

III. The municipal officers and the delegates accompanying them will sign
all the lists of their district, and the owners of slaves will sign their own lists,
both being responsible to the Governor or to the tribunals, according to the
gravity of the case, for any- mistake or any inexactitude showing a fraudulent
intention.

IV. Any owner of slaves who shall cause to be entered in'the lists a greater
number of slaves than he really possesses, shall pay a fine of from 200 to 500
dollars for every additional slave so entered.

. V. The same penalty shall be inflicted on the owner who shall enter any of
his slaves with a false description showing a fraudulent intention.

VI. The “ pedaneo ” and delegates who may be convicted of connivance in
any of the frauds alluded to in the two preceding Articles, shall be tried and
punished as forgets of public documents. ‘ '

VII. After the expiration of the term fixed for the formation of the lists,
the “pedaneos ” will send them in original to the Governor or Lieutenant-
Governor of the respective district, keeping a certified copy of the same.

VIII. In every chief town of a district a civil register of slaves shall beestablished, which shall comprise all those slaves who may have their habitual
residence within the same district, and which will be intrusted to a public
functionary appointed by the Government.

IX. The Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, on receiving the lists from the
“pedaneos,” will transmit them, with his certificate, to the keeper of the register
for the inscription in the latter of all the slaves comprised in the lists,lwithout
omitting any of the marks or circumstances noted therein.

X. After the expiration of the time fixed for the formation of the lists,
and when the civil registers in the districts shall be opened, the Captain—General
will fix a further short period, not to be extended, during which the owners of
slaves, who, for any reason whatever, may have omitted to enter any of their
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slaves, may present themselves to the “pedaneo,” together with the omitted
slaves in question, to have them entered.

XI. After the expiration of this second term, the “pedéneos ” shall transmit
to the Governor 0r Lieutenant—Governor the lists which they may have drawn
up during this second period, in the manner prescribed in Articles II, III, VI,
and VII, and then the registers for all first inscriptions shall be irrevocably
closed, excepting the inscription of newly—born children, or that which may be
ordered to be made by the proper authorities after due examination of the
circumstances of the case.

XII. The registers being closed, the Oaptain-General will fix a further
period within which the owners of slaves shall receive, through the “ pedaneos,”
two certified copies of the inscription of each slave, which shall be called “ cédulas
de registro ” (register tickets).

XIII. The register tickets shall state briefly the description and circum-
stances of each slave, according to the tenor of the inscription, and they will be
issued by the keeper of the register, and eountersigned by the respective
Governor or Lieutenant-Governor.

XIV. The Governors or Lieutenant—Governors will cause new register
tickets to be issued whenever they may be requested to do so by the owners of
slaves, in consequence ‘of the original ones having been lost; and the keepers
of registers will also issue such tickets by their own authority Whenever they may
make any alteration in the original inscription, or when they enter for the first
time in their register any slaves proceeding from other districts and registered
in the same according to the rules to be laid down in the next Chapter.

The issuing of the ticket shall always be entered in the register—book, and
if it should be issued in duplicate, the reason for so doing will be stated.

XV. The registers being ohce’clos‘ed, all slaves who may not have been
inscribed therein by their owners shall be considered as manumitted and free, .
by virtue of the law, with the exception of. those cases in which the proper
authorities may direct the slaves to be registered, according to the regulations
hereinafter laid down.

XVI. After the eXpiration of the term in'which the owners of slaves are to
receive from the “ pedaneos ” the register tickets, the slaves will not be allowed
to pass freely in the country or on the-public roads without carrying with them
one of the copies of their ticket. ,

‘ Anyslave who may be found without this document will be treated as a
deserter ; and after his arrest by the authorities notice will be sent to the owner
that he may present the register ticket. L

If within thirty days after that in which the owner has received the aforesaid
notice the register ticket shall not be presented the slave shall be declared free,
and the proper authority will deliver to him his letter of freedom. : > 9

XVII. After the register has been closed, only the following slaves will be
inscribed in it for the first time: , y, x »

1. Slaves born'subsequently’ to the closing of the register. 7 . fl ‘2 ,
2. Those who may be declared slaves by sentence of the Courts of Justice

and after due proof of their legitimate origin. ’ " ‘ '
' 3. Those whom‘ the 'Captain-General Or his delegates the Governors 0r

Lieutenant—Governor‘s may direct to‘ be enter'ed'as legitimatelyjmfiérted into the
island, or as not having'been in the poSsession'of their owners during the period
fixed for their inscriptionh V V . - '

XVIII. The newly-born slaves Shall be entered byltheir OWners Within one
month, to be reckoned from the day of their birth, 'in. the form prescribed" 'in
ArticleII. , ' V ' ‘. V . ,

, XIX. The men of colour whose state of freedomuor of slavery may be in
question before the Courts of Justice, shall .be entered with a note of this
circumstance ; but the sentence whereby they are declared slaves Will have no
farce whatsoever so long as it has not been registered in the form hereinafter
described. ‘ , . v a ‘ . , .- - _

XX. Any person legitimately importing » any slave into the Island of Cuba
shall present him, within eight days after his arrival, to the superior, political
authority of the port in which he haS-been landed, in order that that functionary,
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after having duly ascertained the legitimacy of his origin, may direct him to be
registered in the town Where he is to reside. . . .

If the slaves so imported should be obliged to contmue thelr Journey, in
company with their owners, Within the eight days, the owners shall cause them
to be included in their own passports until they arrive at the place where they
are to fix. their residence.

If the order for entering a slave is to be carried into effect out of the
district of the authority by whom it has been given, such order Will only serve
as a pass, in order that the slave may present himself to the Governor or the
Lieutenant—Grovernor 0f the district Where he is to reside, and that the owner
may apply to the aforesaid functionaries to have the slave registered after the
necessary inquiries. _

In no case shall the pass in question be valid beyond th1rty days from
its date.

XXI. The Governors of penal establishments will cause the slaves Who may
be under their custody to be registered, stating, in the register of each slave,
the owner to whom he belongs, the cause of his imprisonment, the period of his
sentence, and how much of it is unexpired.

XXII. Those slaves who may have run away during the time fixed for the
registration, and Who may subsequently be found, shall be registered, after they
have been presented by their owners to the Governor or the Lieutenant
Governor of the district, and after these functionaries shall have duly ascertained
the fact of the slave having run away.

CHAPTER 2.

Yearly Revision of Lists, and Inscription of the Titles relative to Slaves.

XXIII. Every year, in the month of January, and on the days Which the
Captain—Greneral may appoint, the “ pedaneos ” will proceed to revise the oflicial
lists of the preceding year with all the formalities prescribed in Articles I, II,
and III, and under the responsibility established in Articles IV, V, and VI.

XXIV. The revised lists Will be transmitted, through the same channel and
in the same manner as the first ones, to the proper keeper of the register.

XXV. The keeper of the register will cOmpare the description of each
slave in the list With his inscription in the register; and if they agree with each
other, he will issue new register tickets, notng in the book that the two docu—
ments are identical.

Should he find any difference between, them, he will report it to the
proper Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, in order that this functionary, being
aware of the fact, may take measures against the party concerned, and may give
directions as to the issuing of the register ticket. ‘

XXVI. After the revision of the official lists, and the issuing of the new
register tickets, the old ones shall be annulled, and will become invalid.

XXVII. The owners of slaves shall report direct, and in writing, to the
keeper of the register, within the fortnight subsequent to the conclusion of any
acts or contracts, every change which may occur in the condition of any slave,
or in the rights exercised over them. Consequently the owners are bound to report
the manumissions, the partial redemptions (coartaciones), the sales, and any other
transactions which may involve either a total or partial transfer of ownership, or
any” stipulation or reservation WhiCh may cause the revocation, dissolution,
restriction, or suspension of the 'free pewer of disposing of the slaves; the
usufruct and the adjudications in solutum; the leases whereby the place of resié
dence of the slave may have to be changed for alonger time than that Which
is to elapse between the conclusion of the contract and the next revision of the
lists; and also all such leases, whatever he the time of their duration, whereby
the plantation or estate to which the slaves belong has been let to another
person ; and, finally, the marriages and deaths of the slaves.

XXVIlI. All such acts or contracts as are, or ought to be, drawn up in
the form of a public deed, according to law or custom, shall be reported by the
owners by exhibiting to the keeper of registers a certified copy of such deed.
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XXIX. All such acts or contracts as do not require the aforesaid formality,
and Which have been drawn up only in the form of a private transaction, shall
be reported by presenting a copy of the same, signed by the same persons who
may have subscribed the original deed. ' ‘

XXX. The registration of all titles transferring, modifying, or revoking the
ownership of the slaves, and which may be the consequence of a judicial
sentence or of an arbitration, will be made by exhibiting a copy of the aforesaid
sentence delivered by order of the Judge or of the Court of Justice which has
pronounced it. -

The Judge or Court of Justice will cause this document to be issued gratis
whenever the title to be registered is favourable to the slave. » '

XXXI. All titles, either under a will oran intestacy, shall be registered, in
the former case, by the heir exhibiting a copy of the will 01‘ of the division of the
inheritance, and, in the latter, by exhibiting a legalized‘copy of the judicial writ
adjudicating the intestate succession ; and in case the judicial authority should
not have acted in the case, by presenting a certificate from the Judge or the
“pede’meo .” of the place in which the will has been made, proving that the
person Who requests the registration is in undisturbed possession of the
inheritance. v v - , v ’

XXXII. Verbal acts and contracts shall be separately reported by both
contracting parties, who shall set forth in their written report, to be signed by
them, all the conditions of the agreement.

XXXIII. The marriages and deaths shall be reported by the owners by
means of a note signed by them, and also by the person of the parish in a
similar note, stating the book and page in Which the entry has been made in
the parochial register. i

The parson shall record in his register, the circumstance of his‘ having
reported the fact to the keeper of the slave register. '

XXXIV. Whenever the keeper of the register shall receive any of the .
documents mentioned in the preceding Articles, he will make a proper record of
the circumstances in the registry of the slave in order to facilitate thereby, the
ascertainment of the rights acquired by or over the slave, together With all the
conditions which may modify such a right Or the fact in question.

'No note will be written on the register if it be not proved by the same
register that the person possessing the right which is‘ to be inscribed is ,the
present owner of. the slave. .

XXXV. Such acts 0r contracts as require to be regiétered, shall only be
binding after the date of their inscription or record in the register.

XXXVI. No person possessing a registered title can be deprived thereof
by any subsequent or previous act, if such act is not duly recorded in the same
register. . , »

XXXVII. The keeper of the register, after making the proper record, will
keep in proper order the documents which may have been exhibited to him for
the aforesaid purpose, unless they be public deeds, in which case he will return
them to the parties, after certifying thereon the factiof their having been
registered. _ 7 V , - - , a . ‘

At the same time, and in all cases in which the slaves remain iii their state
of slavery, the keeper of the register will deliver to the owners ,new register
tickets, always taking from them, if possible, the old ones, and. those belonging
to deceased or manumitted slaves. V

XXXVIII.‘ The owners are bound to report the, manumission or partial
redemption (coartacion) of their slaves, under the penalty of paying a fine of
from 100 to 500 dollars, should they fail to do so. ‘ ‘ .

"The same penalty will be inflicted on the owners or vicars who ehould
omit to report the death of any, of the slaves, but the fine will be reduced to one-
foul‘rth part of the aforesaid sum, if the omission be relative to the marriage of
a s ave. V _.

XXXIX. The obligation of reporting any other written act or contract
which may confer a right over a slave, is incumbent upo_n the' person who
acquires suCh a right, under the penalty of being unable to claim the slave at
any time, should he not fulfil that obligation within the fixed. term.
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XL. In verbal acts and contracts entailing on both contracting parties the
obligation of reporting the same, the omission to do so will be punished, With
regard to the buyer, by the penalty mentioned in the foregoing Article; and
with regard to the seller, by a fine of 15 to 50 dollars.

XLI. Whenever any owner may desire to change the residence of his
slaves from one district to another, he shall request the registrar of the district
he is going to leave, to cancel the entries relative to the aforesaid slaves,
and to return to him the official lists of the same, with which he will present
himself to the “ pedéneo ” 0f the town or rural district where the slaves are to
reside, and will request their registration.

The “ pedéneo ” shall immediately comply witht his request, after a previous
inspection of the slaves in question; and he will forward the new oflicial lists
which he is to draw up, together with the old ones, to the Governor or the
Lieutenant—Governor of the district, who will direct the registrar to make the
proper entries, and to issue the corresponding register tickets.

XLII. The Governors of penal establishments shall report the release of
those slaves whom they may have under their custody, to the registrar of the
district where the. owners of such slaves reside.

The owners of the slaves in question shall also make a similar report within
the first fortnight after the reception of the slaves in their houses or estates ; and
the registrar will make the necessary record, after ascertaining the conformity of
both reports. , ‘ ~

CHAPTER 3.

Keeping of the Register.

XLIII. The civil register of the slaves of every district will be intrusted
to a keeper appointed by the Queen, and proposed to Her Majesty by the
Captain—General 0f the island. '

XLIV. The registrars, previous to entering upon the discharge of their
duties, shall swear before the Governor or the Lieutenant—Governor of the dis-
trict‘that they Will discharge their duties honourably and faithfully; and they '
will also give proper security in cash or landed property, at the discretion of the
Captain-General. ‘

Whenever there may be several applicants for one of these posts, the
preference shall be given to the person offering the largest security, provided he
is not otherwise disqualified for the post, ’ '

XLV. The registrars will, have no other salary than a fee of one “real
fu‘erte” (the eighth part of one dollar, or about Sixpence), for every register ticket
which they may issue, and the fees on certificates, as is hereinafter provided.

'The ahove—Inentionedy fees shall be paid by the owner of the slave on
whose behalf the register tickets shall he issued, or by the persen applying for
the certificate.» , . "

XLVI. The registrar shall keep a book in which he will make a short entry
of the documents'which may be exhibited to him on the presentation of a slave,
stating the nature of each document, the registration or record which may be
requested, thezd‘ay and the hour of the presentation, and the name of the person
who makes the presentation. ' ' ' "

XLVII. The registrar will examine the documents, alluded to in the fere—
going Article, in the same order in which they are presented to him; and after
finishing this examination, he will enter in another book those documents which
he may find drawn up in a'legal form.

_ XLVIII. If the registrar should find in, any document an omission capable
of being sfipplied, he will suspend the registration, and will send back the docu-
ment in question to the persOn or functionary who may have presented it, and
will record this circumstance in the cerresponding book. ' ’

Should the defective document be a private one, the registrar will summon
the parties concerned, in order that they may, by agreement and in writing,
explain any obscure passage, or amend the error committed.

Should the registrar find it necessary, in consequence of any mistake or
defect in a document, to refuse to makethe entry‘or record, he will state this
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circumstance in the proper book, and will give to the party concerned a certificate
of this record,1'eturning to him the presented document

In this case, any loss arising from the absence of the registration, will only
fall upon the person 1'e8p0nsihle for the omission.

XLIX. The registrar shall give to any person who may require it a certificate
of anything stated or omitted to be stated in the register.

When such certificates are requested by persons not having an apparent
and direct interest1n the acts or contracts noted1n the register relative to slaves,
the 1"egistra1 will exact f'01 every certificate 21 fee of four reales fuertes (half—a-
dollar, or t110 shillings) less the amount of stamped paper.

L. The legistrar will immediately rectify any mistake he may make1n the
entries 01' records, and will make the proper explanations in the register, with-
drawing, on his own account, the register-tickets or certificates which he may
have issued With any mistake in them, and he will replace them with new ones.

LI. The registrar will be held responsible with his bail, and in default
thereof with his own pr'opelty, for all damages and losses of which he may be
the cause in consequence of any omission which may be imputed to him or to
his subordinates; and he will be, moreover, liable to be fined for every one of
such omissions in the sum of froni 25 to 250 dollars, besides the judicial respon-
sibility he may have1ncu1",1ed according to common law.

LII. Any slave 11110 may not have been 1'egiste1',ed owing to an omission 011
the part of the registrar shall be free; but the registrar willbe bound to make
good to the owner the sum of money at which the slave in- question may be
valued.

LIII. The Governor and Captain—General 0f the Island of Cuba will issue
the proper instructions for the formation of the register—books; prescribing the
formalities with which they are to be kept; and publishing models to serve as
a pattern for inscriptions, and for records of every kind, certificates, and register-
tickets. . .

Provisional Regulations.

LIV. The G01ernor and Captain—General 0f the Island of Cuba will adopt
the proper measures for the immediate execution of the present Regulations;
and 11ill settle, by his own authority, any doubtful points which may a11se and.
he will decide any unforseen case, Subsequently submitting the same to my
Roya1 approbation.

LV. The aforesaid functionaiy will provisionally appoint the registrars Who
a1e to be established;fo1' which post he may select, provided he:may think
pr,0per public notaries01' functionaries of another class.

LVI. The Captain—General will likewise fix, ad mtev1m—pending'a reference
through the President of the Council of Ministers, for the proper decision there—
upon—the amount of security which is to be given by the registrars whom he
may at once appoint.

General Regulation.

When the lists of slaves are drawn up, the Governor and Captain—General
will transmit to the Government, through the Presidency of the Council of
Ministers, a return stating the number of registered slaves, and specifying the
respective number of males and females; the mariied and unmarried of both
sexeS', widowers and widOWS', slaves umiér fifteen years of age, and those above
that age, and under fifty; and lastly, those above fifty, making the proper dis—
tinction of sexes, and stating,also, the number of slaves employed1n agriculture,
1ndust1y, and domestic service.

The aforesaid functionary Will transmit to the Government, in the month of
March, a similar return,acc01d1ng to the lists Which will have been 1ectified111
January, stating the number of birthe and deaths during the year.

Done at the Palace, March 22,1854.
(Signed Mann Regia.)

(Oountersigned) LUIS JOSE SARTORIUS,
‘ ” President of the Council of Ministers.

 

CLASS B.
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No. 385.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, ‘ Foreign Ofifce, April 28, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 13th instant, inclosing copies

of Royal Decrees issued at Madrid on the 22nd ultimo, with regard to

slavery in Cuba, and with a view of promoting colonisation in that island.

I have received these documents with sincere satisfaction, and it is my

agreeable duty in reply to instruct your Lordship to convey to the Spanish

Government the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for the adoption of

measures, which, if faithfully carried out, as they doubtless Will be by the

‘ distinguished officer who now fills the office of Captain-General in Cuba,

must go far to put a stop to the nefarious Triaffic, which for so many years has

heen the cause of difFerence between England and Spain. _

Her Majesty’s Government rejoice at this improved prospect, not less on

account of humanity than of the relations between the two countries, which

Her Majesty’sGovernment desire always to see placed on the most cordial
and friendly footing. ‘

‘ I am, 8m.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 386.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofi'ce, May 11, 1854. -

WITH. reference to your despatch of the 13th of Januaryfi“ inclosing
a letter addressed to the President of the Council of Ministers by the

Conde de Bagaes, denying that his agents in Cuba had connived at a
landing of slaves, which was reported by Mr. Crawford to have taken place
on his estate in that island on the 14th September, 1853; I have to inform

your Lordship, that I transmitted copies of your despatch in question, and of

its inclosures, to Mr. Crawford, for any observations Which he might have to
offer thereupon andI now transmit to your'Lordship, for your information,

a copy of a despatch'f which I have received from Mr. Crawford in reply.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

. No. 387.

The Earl of Clarendon ta Lard Hawden.

My Lord, . Foreign Ofice, May 18, 1854.
I TRANSMIT herewith a copy of a despatch I-from Mr. Crawford, Her

Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana, inclosing a circumstantial and apparently
correct narrative of the details of certain transactions connected with several
landings of slaves at the Ensenada de Cortez in Cuba, which were commu-
nicated to General Cafiedo by Mr. Crawford in the course of last year.

The writer of this narrative exposes the disgraceful manner in which
the managers of those landings, and particularly the persons concerned in
the affair of the American barque “ Jasper,” succeeded by bribery and other
means in eluding the several commissions of inquiry which were sent by
General Caiiedo to investigate these proceedings ; and I have to instruct your
Lordship to .communicate 'the inclosed paper to the Spanish Minister for
Foreign Afl'alrs, and to point‘out to his Excellency how amply it corroborates

* See Class B, presented 1854, No. 488. 1- N0. 459. I No. 462.
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the information from Mr. Crawford as to the importation of slaves into Cuba,

and the connivance therein of the local authorities, which Her Majesty’s
Government have, during the year 1853, brought under the notice of Her
Catholic Majesty’s Government.

I am, &tc.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 388.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Claremloni—(Received May 30.)

My Lord, Madrid, May 17,, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship herewith, in translation,

an extract from the “ Official Gazette" of this day, engaging the punctual

execution of the late order which enjoins a registration of slaves in Cuba, for

the purpose of preventing the fraudulent introduction of more.
I have, &c. ,

(Signed) < I HOWDEN.

 

Inclosure in No. 388.

Ewiractfrom the Oflioial Gazette of May 17, 1854.

(Translation) '

THE English newspaper named the “Morning Chronicle” of the 8th

instant, published a letter from its own correspondent at Madrid, containing a

paragraph the translation of which is as follows :——-—

“Owing to the influence of certain parties here connected with Cuba,

who conceive that their interests will be affected by the registry of slaves

directed to be drawn up by the‘recent Decree, subsequent orders have been, it

appears,transmitted to General Pezuela not to carry that part of the Decree into

effect. It is true, indeed, that such a proceeding as this would not be without

a precedent, for when the Slave Trade Treaty with England wae first made,

in 1835, there was good reason for believing that the same conveyance which

took out that Treaty, and the public instructions to the authorities of Cuba

to carry it into effect, carried out private instructions which were by no means

in word with the public ones.~ Should it happen that anything of the kind

has been attempted on the present occasion, General Pezuela. is the sort of

man who would be very likely to throw up his place, should he consider it

necessary to do so.”
So far for the Madrid correspondence of the English newspaper. Now

then, we are properly authorised to contradict, as we hereby do, in the most

solemn manner, the absurd news which, accompanied with no less absurd

comments, has been communicated to the editors of the “ Morning Chronicle ”

by their misinformed correspondent at Madrid; and we are enabled to affirm

that so far from there being the least foundation for the aforesaid rumour, the

fact is, that extremely clear and peremptory orders have been issued to the

General and Governor of the Island of Cuba, directing him to put the Royal

Decrees in question into immediate and punctual execution, in all their parts,

adopting for this purpose all measures which his zeal may suggest to him and

which public expediency may advise. ' '
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No. 389.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Re'ceived May 30.)

(Extract) Madrid, May 17, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordshipherewith, copy ofa short
note which I thought it well to address to Sefior Calderon de la Barca. Although
I was not instructed to make this communication, I trust that your Lordship
will-not see any reason to disapprove of it. '

 

Inclosure in No. 389.

Lord Howtlen to Sefior Calderon de la Barca.

Sir, lVIadrid, li/Iay I7, 1854.

AS the Government of Her Catholic Majesty have frequently expressed

their belief that Mr. Crawford I-Ier Britannic Majesty’s Cousul-Genem] at

Cuba, was actuated by personal hostility to the Captains-General of that

island, and was labouring uuder'prejudice and rancour in the communica-

tions he sent home on the subject of the Slave Trade, 1 take the liberty of

transcribing a paragraph from a letter of Mr. Crawford to the Earl of

Clarendon, which has been forwarded to me :

“ The Captaiu—General Pezuela appears to be actuated. by the most

simere desire to do everything in his power to check and put down the
Traffic, as well as to ameliorate the condition of the slaves as much as

possible, consistently with the security of the island under his government.”
I avail, 8m.

 

(Signed) HOWDEN.

No. 390.

Lord Howden t0 the Earl of Clarendon.—CReceived lilay 30.)

My Lord, Madrid, May ‘18,. 1854.
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship 'a

translation of anote whichI have received from Sefior Calderon de la Barca
in reply to the communication which I addressed to his Excellency under
the instructionsin your Lordship’s despatch of the 6th ultimo, proving the
systematic manner in which the Slave Trade was carried on under the late
Captain-General of Cuba, and showing the necessity of upholding and
supporting the present Governor, the Marquis de la Pezuela.

r ' I have, &c.
(Signed) HOWDEN. »

 

Inclosure in No. 390.

. Sefior Calderon (leyla Barca to Lord wadcn.

(Translation) ' '

Sir, _ . Madrid, May 16, 1854.
I-HAVE had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s note dated the

12th of April. last, inclosing copies of Mr. Crawford’s communications to
Lord Clarendon, wherein he replies to the arguments contained in my note
of the 12th of December of last year, relative to the three landings of slaves
which were supposed to have taken place at the Ensenadas de Cortes and
Del Carmelo, and at San Juan de los Remedios. '

Although, after the recent declarations made by your Lordship and by
Her Bntannic Majesty’s Government, acknowledging- the energy with which
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the Slave Trade is now persecuted, it would appear inopportune to enter into

any detailed refutation of the arguments which are newly adduced by

Mr. Crawford in support of a denunciation, the incorrectness whereof has

been already proved, I cannot abstain, however, from calling your Lord-

ship’s attention to the pertinacity with which the British Consul still refuses

to acknowledge the good faith and the activity, on the part of the Spanish

authorities, which are demonstrated, in so striking a manner, in the process

which was instituted for the purpose of eliciting the truth which there might

have been in the landings above alluded to. By my aforesaid note of the

12th December last, your Lordship will have perceived, that in the case in

question, no efforts whatsoever were spared to attain the above-mentioned

object; and when, notwithstanding all these efforts, no traces were found

which might lead to the presumption that the landings in question had taken

place, the depositions to the contrary, on the part of three sailors, which is

the principal basis on which Mr. Crawford founds his arguments for still

maintaining the correctness of the aforesaid landings, cannot certainly be

very strong. '

I, therefore, will abstain from protracting, as I have stated above, the

discussion upon a matter which, in my opinion, ought to be considered as

settled.
I avail, &c.

(Signed) A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA.

 

No. 391.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.~- (Received May 30.)

My Lord, .Madrz'd, May 18, 1854.

IN conformity with the instructions conveyed to me in 3mm“ Lordship’s

despatch of the 3rd ultimo, I“c0mmunicated to Sefior Calderon de la

Barca copy of Mr. Consul—General Crawford’s despatch to your Lordship

0f the 9th March, inclosing copies of the defence set up in behalf of

the three British sailors who were on bOard the slave—ship “Jasper,” and

also of the sentence of the Court, in virtue of which they have been set at

liberty. i . u, . V ,

His Excellency has addressed to me in reply the note a translation of

which I herewith inclose. ~
I have, &C.

(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

‘ Inclosure in E0. 391.

Sefior Calderon de lit Barca to Lord II-Io'wdenv.

(Translation) ' ' ‘ ’ ' ' '1 “ Madrid, May 15,1854.

- THE Undersigned,- First Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, has learnt

with satisfaction, by the note of Her Britannic‘Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary

and Minister Plenipotentiary dated the 111th of Apriltlast, the satisfactory

termination of; the trial in Cuba, of the three English sailors who were found

on board the schooner ‘r‘Jasperf’ , t ' t , v -

As the Cabinet of Her Britannic Majesty is sconvinced of the sincerity

and energy with which the Slave Trade is now persecuted in the Island of

Cuba, the Undersigned thinks it would be inopportune to enter at present

into any discussion upon the insinuations Which Mr. Crawford made oh this

subject in his despatch, copy of which was inclosed in. the above-ementioned

note. , . . ,

The Undersigned, 8w. ,
(Slgned) A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA.
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N0. 392.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howa'en.

My Lord, Foreign Oflce, June 5, 1854.

I HAVE received' your Lordship’s despatch of the 17th ultimo}

inclosing an extract from the “ Madrid Gazette” of that day, which in con- .

tradiction of a statement which had appeared in the “ Morning Chronicle”

of the 8th of May, asserts that distinct and positive orders had been sent to

the Governor-Generel of Cuba, directing him to carry into immediate effect

the Royal Decrees respecting Slavery in Cuba which were issued on the

22nd of March last. And I have to instruct you to take an opportunity of

informing Sefior Calderon de la Barea, that the assurance contained in the

above—mentioned article of the “ Madrid Gazette” has afforded great satisfac-

tion to Her Majesty’s Government.
1 am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 393.

The Earl of Clarendon ta Lord Howde—n.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, June 5, 1854.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 17th ultimoJ‘

I have to acquaint you that I approve of your having communicated to Sefior

Calderon de la Barca the favourable expressions respecting the Captain-

General of Cuba which were contaiiled‘in Mr. Crawford’s despatch of

the 27th of March.
I am, 8:0.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 394.

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Otway.

Sir, Foreign Ofice, June 28, 1854.

I TRANSMIT herewith copies of two despatches]: Which I have received
from Her Majesty’s Consul—General at Havana, relative to an important order
which was issued by the Captain-Greneral of Cuba, on the 3rd of May, pre-

scribing regulations for the discovery of illegally imported negroes, aind for

the punishment of the authorities of any districts of the island where negroes

shall be landed without official notice of such landings having been communi-

cated to the Captain—General. t '

I have to instruct you to inform the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs

that'Her Majesty’s Government have received a copy of the above-mentioned
Order, and that it is again my agreeable duty to thank the Spanish Govern-

ment for the firm determination displayed by the Captain—General of Cuba in
regard to the suppression of the Slave Trade. ' V -

And you Will express the confident hope of Her Majesty’s Government
that the Marquis de la Pezuela will receive the support and encouragement

that he is justly entitled to expect on the part of the Spanish Government.-
I am, &c.

(Signed) . CLARENDON.

 

* No. 388. 1- No. 389. 1: Nos. 476 and 477.
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N0, 395.,

Mr. Otway to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 30.)

My Lord, M'adrid, June ‘21, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith translation

of a‘note which I have received from Sefior Calderon de la Barca, in answer

to a communication addressed by Lord. Howden to his Excellency in

pursuance of the instructions contained in your Lox‘dship’s despatch of [the

19th December last,* upon the subject of a reported landing of upwards ofSOO

negroes at the Ensenada de Cochinos, towards the middle of October 1853.

Your Lordship will observe that his Excellency does not in any way

allude to the number of negroes thus landed on this occasion, but confines

himself to stating that 15 negroes from the landing in question have been

taken and declared free.
I have, &c.

(Signed) L. C. OTWAY.

 

' Inclosure in No. 395.

86%?“ Calderon dc la Barca to Mr. Otway.

(Translation) .

Sir, , Madrid, June 12, 1854.

IN my note of the 7th February last I informed you of the result of the

investigations made by the Captain—General of the Island of Cuba, for the

purpose of ascertaining whether it was true that a schooner, rigged with the

masts of the “ Venus,” was being fitted out for the Slave Trade in the Havana,

-——a fact Which had been denounced as true by Mr. Crawford, and which was

mentioned in your note of the 30th of December last.

In the last-mentioned note you alluded to a landing of negroes at the

Ensenada de Cochinos ; on this case information from the Captain-Generalz

has been received, from which it appears that 15 negroes, who formed part

of the aforesaid landing, have been seized and declared. free, having been put
in apprenticeship, in conformity with the provisions of the regulations respect—

ing the emancipados.
Ihasten to communicate the above to you, as the complement of my

aforesaid note of the 7th of February 1ast. .
' _ (Signed) A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA.

 

No. 396‘. . a

Mr. Otway to the Earl of Clarendonn—(Recet'ved June 30.)

My Lord, ‘ Madrid, June 21, 1854“

IN obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch

of the 5th instant, to Lord Howdenj‘ I have informed Sefior Calderon
de la Barca of the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Government at the assurance

given in the “ Madrid Gazette ” of the 17th of last month that the recent orders

relating to the Slave Trade in Cuba Will-be carried into immediate effect.

His Excellency expressed himself as much pleased and gratified by the
communication. ‘ ' a

‘ I have, &c.
(Signed) ' _' L. C. OTWAY.

 

"‘ See Class B, presented 1854, No. 482. . 1- No. 392.
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No. 397.

The Earl qf Clarendon tq Mr. Otway.

Sir, Foreign Ofii‘ce, July 5, 1854.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of adespatch* dated the 29th of
May last, which I have received from Her Majesty’s ConsuI-General 1n Cube,

reporting that a cargo of Bozal negroes, which had been landed at Cardenas 111

April last, had .been, by order of the CaptaIn-General, pursued en to the estate
whither they had been conveyed, and that the negroes had, by his Excellency’s

orders, been seized and declared emancipadqs; and I have to instruct you to
express to the Government of Her Catholic Majesty the thenks and satisfac-

tion of Her Majesty’s Government at this energetic proceeding on the part of
th M ' dela Pezuela.

e arquls I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 398.

Mr. Otway to the Earl of Clarendon.+(Received July 9.)

My Lord, Madrid, July 4, 1854.

IN reference to Lord Howden’s despatch to your' Lordship of the
23rd January 1ast,1' relative to the Spanish 'vj'essel “ Paquita,” supposed to be
engaged in the Slave Trade, I have the honpur to forward a translation of a
note (and its inclosure), which has been addressed to me by Sefior Calderon
de la Barca, containing certain information which his Excellency had
received from the Captain-General of Cuba.

I have, &c.
(Signed) L. C. OTWAY.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 398.

Sefior Calderon d6 la Baron; to Mr. Otway.

(Translation)

Sir, Madrid, June 29, 1854.
WITH reference to my note of the 13th of January of this year, reiative

to the Spanish brig “Paquita,” which was supposed to be engaged in the
Slave Trade, I have the honour to inclose copy of the communication which
the Captain-General of the Island of Cuba has addressed to the President of
the Council of Ministers, on this'subject.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) A. CALDERON DE LA BARCA.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 398,

The Marquis de la Pezuela to the President of the Council 'of Ministers.

(Translation) Havana, May 11, 1854.
I HAVE received the Royal order'of the 12th February last, relative to

a note addressed by Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary at
M’adnd‘ to-l-the. Munster of Foreign Affairs, stating that the Spanish brig
“ Paqmta,” which had been denounced as a slaver, had sailed from Barcelona
for the Havana, Where she was to be fitted out for Africa, a h ' .
tohave been aftervhaving landed her cargo. s s e 15 supposed

..*‘No. 482. 1+ See Class B, presented 1854, No. 493.
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I have the honour to state to your Excellency in reply, that the aforesaid

vessel, Don Francisco Segovia, master, and belonging to the register of Nuevitas

in this island, arrived at the Havana, from Santander on the 7th of April last,

with a cargo of flour, having cleared from that port on the 2lst of February,

and having landed her cargo here, she took, on the 12th of April, her bill of

clearance for London, for which port she took on board 1,550 casks of sugar,

and her hold having‘been visited on the 26th of the same month, no other

articles were found on board than the aforesaid cases of sugar. This vessel

is really fit for the reprobated Traific of Africa; but the state of her rigging,

according to my information, the neglected condition in which she is, the

paucity of her crew and the small fire—place she has got, do not correspond With

the well—found condition generally displayed on board of slavers ; unless, on

her arrival at London, she were to be provided With and furnish herself with

the necessary supplies.
God preserve, 8:0.

(Signed) EL MARQUES DE LA PEZUELA..

 

No. 399;

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Otway.

' Sir, Foreign Ufice, July 24, 1854.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a. copy'of a desPatCh"46 Which I have

received from Her Majesty’s Consul—General at the Havana, reporting, the

exertions made by the Captain—General of Cuba to put an end. to the Slave

Trade, and I have‘to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government learn these

proceedings with the sincerest satisfaction.
If the predecessors of the present Captain-General had acted in the

same praiseworthy manner, the Slave Trade never would have reached its

present height, nor would the good faith of Spain have been called in question.
I am, 8m. ,

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 400.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Olarendon.-——(Received August 30,)

My Lord, Madrid, August 20, 1854.

GENERAL CONCHA leaves this to-morrow for La Corufia and the

Havana. _

He dined with me yesterday, and on taking leave he requested me to

state to Her Majesty‘s Government, that although under existing circum-

stances of.all sort of difficulty coming from both America and home, it would
be necessary for him to act with the greatest caution in what concerns

property (I presume he‘ alluded to the very thorny question of entering upon
estates), yet, in everything that related to the fraudulent introduction 0f

Degrees, the British Government w0u1d find him the vigorous and uncompro-

tnising enemy of the slave-dealer, and one determined to maintain the Treaties
Into Which Spain had entered. ' ' '

. Ihave,&c. ‘»- .
(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

* No. 485.

CLASS B.
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No. 401.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Olatendonr—(Recez'ved September 4;)

My Lord, Madrid, August 29, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to yqur Lordship translation of a.note

I have received from. Sefior Pacheco, announcing the captlire of a conSIder-

able number of Bozal negroes, and I annex the answer Which I returned. I

thought it right and just to mark the apprecmtlen entertamed 1n England of

General Pezuela’s worth to the Government which had recalled him.

 

I have, 850.
(Signed) HOWDEN.

Inclosure 1 in N0. 40] .

Sefior Pacheco to Lord Howden.

(Translation)

My Lord, Aladrid, August 26, 1854.

THE Governor and Captain-General of the Island of Cuba has reported
to the Government of Her Majesty the Queen my Soverelgn, in his commu-

nications of the 27th, 29th, and 30th of June last, that three seizures of Bozal

negroes, have taken place, the total number of them amounting to 647, and

that these important seizures are due to the peremptory orders of the afore-
said Captain-Genera], and to the zea1_and effimency With which these orders

have been fulfilled by the authorities of Tninidad, Sanctl Spmtu, and Bahia
Honda, in Which districts the landings respectively took place.

I hasten to bring to your Lordship’s knowledge this new fact, which

renders patent the decided zeal with which the SlayeTrade is being persecqted.

Trusting that you wilrlficommunicate it to yopr Government as soon as poss1ble,

 

I avail, &c.
(Signed) I. F. PACHECO.

Inclosure 2 in N9. 401.

Lord Howden to Sefior Pacheco.

Sir, JVIadrid, August 29, 1854.

I HAVE had the honour of' receiving your Excellency’s note ofthe 26th
instant, informing me of a considerable qapture 0f Bozal negroes, and I
hasten to transmit it to my Government.

The Government of Her Britannic Majesty Will receive this information
with the greatest pleasure, but without any surprise. The honourable conduct
of General Pezuela while he has exercised his command in Cuba, has called
for the repeated thanks of England, and has inspired her with a confidence in
the authorities of Cuba, Which unfortunate and undeniable facts had long
suppressed. In leaving the Havana, General Pezuela will leave in England a
respectful and grateful memory of his administration, and a hope, I believe a
well founded one, that his successors will take him for an example and follow
in his path.

I avail, &c
(Signed) HOWDEN.
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No. 402.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, September 13, 1854.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 20th ultimo, and I have

to state that Her Majesty’s Government learn with satisfaction the assurance
given to your Lordship by General Concha of his intention to act vigorously
against the slave-dealers in Cuba. I must however remark that the Marquis
de la Pezuela has proved that there is no difficulty in entering upon estates in
search of negroes.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 403.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Oflice, September 14, 1854.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 29th ultimo, inclosing copies
of correspondence which had passed between yourself and the Spanish
Minister for Foreign Afi’airs respecting a recent» seizure of Bozal negroes by
the authorities of Cuba.

And I have in reply to express to your Lordship my entire approval of the
letter which you addressed to Sefior Pacheco on the 29th ultimo, informing his
Excellency of the sense entertained by the people of England of the honour-
able conduct which has been pursued by the Marquis de la Pezuela, with regard
to the suppression of the Slave Trade, during his administration.

. I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 404.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, ' Foreign Oflice, September 26, 1854.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith for your information», a copy of a despatch?“

from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba, giving an account of the
capture of the greater portion of a cargo of slaves which had been landed at
Bahia Honda, and pointing out the good results of giving rewards for the dis-
covery of Bozal negroes; and I have to observe that the operations described
in this despatch prove how much good can be effected by an honest and
energetic Captain-General.

, I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
 

No. 405.

The Eafl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Fm~eign Ofice, September 27, 1854.
I TRANSMIT to you herewith for your information, a. copy of a despatch 1'

which I have received from Her Majesty’s ConsuLGreneral in Cuba, reporting
the wreck of a Shiver on the Isle of Pines, with the loss of all ‘ on board
excepting the master, three sailors, and five slaves.

VVitll regard to Mr. Crawford’s concluding remark, that the only effectual
means of deterring Spanish subjects from engaging in the Slave Trade, would

No. 499. + No. 502.
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he to declare that trade to be piracy by the law of Spain, it is unnecessary for ,
me to observe to your Lordship that'rthe Spanish Goverhment would do 1tse1f
the greatest honour, and more than by any other act obtaln the synipathy of the
whole British nation, if it would pass a law declarmgISlave Trade piracy.

am 8m.
(Signed) ’ CLARENDON.

 

N0. 406.

The Earl of Clarendon tq Lord Howden.

My Lord, Fereign Ufice, September 27, 1854.
WITH reference to your despatch of 13th April last, inclosing copies

of the Spanish Decrees 0f the 22nd of March, respecting slavery in Cuba,
and to my reply 0f the 28th of April, I now transmit to you a copy
of a letter from the Colonial Oflice, inclosing a copy of a despatch* from the
Governor of British Guiana, in which he gives his opinion as to the manner in
which those Decrees may operate to the prejudice of colonists repairing to Cuba
from Yucatan. And I have to instruct your Lordship to call the attention of
the Spanish Government to the practical operation of these Decrees, and to state,
that as Her Majesty’s Government are cor‘winced that it was the intention of
the Government of Spain to encourage bondfide emigration, and not to establish
a new form of Slave Trade, they cannot refi‘ain from pointing out the hardship
of the Decree as affecting Indian emigrants from Yucatan to Cuba, and suggest—
ing that it may be modified.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 407,

M Gonzalez t0 the Earl of Clarendon.

(Translation) Spanish Legat'ion, September 28, 1854.
THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to bring to the knowledge of his

Excellency the Earl of Clarendon, &c., in conformity with the ordérs which he has
received from Her Majesty’s Government, and with reference to the Governor-
General of the Island of Cuba, the capture of 295 Bozal negroes, which was
11?? at Cayo Levisa, by the Lieutenant-Governor 0f Bahia Honda, on the 28th
0 uly. »

The Undersigned has moreover the honour to inform the Earl of Clarendon
that the ahove-mentioned chief officer of Cuba has suspended Brigadier Don
Rafael Lopez Ballasteros, the Lieutenant-quernor 0f Pinar del Rio, for having
apparently connived at a landing of negroes which was efi'ected on the coast
within his jurisdiction ; an event which came to light from the fact of a vessel
which was suspected to be a slaver having been met with in that locality, with
her masts cut away and hanging over the side, which circumstance caused the
inquiries to be made which led to the capture of 205 negroes belonging to this
disembarkation.

The Undersigned flatters himself that the Government of Her Britannia
Majesty will see in these acts new proofs of the firmness displayed by the
Governor Captain—Generalof the Island of Cuba in his proceedings against the
Slave Trade, and 0f the resolution of Her Majesty’s Government to take care
that the Treaties which prohibit that, Traffic shall be scrupulously fulfilled.

TheUndersigned, &c. - ‘
(Signed) ANTO. GONZALEZ.

 

9‘ Inclosures l and 2 in No. 260.
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N0. 408.

V The Earl of Clarendon to M. Gonzalez.

Foreign Oflz‘ce, October 4, 1854.

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the

note addressed to him on the 28th ultimo, by Don Antonio Gonzalez, '&c., and
at the same time to thank him for the communication therein made, of the

energetic measures taken by the Captain-General of Cuba against all proceedings
in that island tending to the promotion of the Traffic in Slaves.

Her Majesty’s Government have on more than one recent occasion had the
great satisfaction of conveying to the Government of Her Catholic Majesty the

expression of their satisfaction and thanks for the change of system recently
introduced in the Island of Cuba, and they trust that an energetic perseverance
in that system which so redounds to the honour of Spain will not only prove a
signal benefit to the cause of humanity, but put an end to those open infractions
of Treaty that endangered the friendly relations between the two countries,
which Her Majesty’s Government earnestly desire to maintain and to strengthen.

The Undersigned, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 409.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Ola¢endon.—(Received October 21'.)

(Extract.) Madrid, October 11, 1854.

, I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of a note which .I

have addressed to the Government of Her Catholic Majesty on the subject of

declaring the Slave Trade to be piracy, and I trust it Will meet with the appro-
bation of your Lordship.

 

Inclosure in No. 409.

Lord Howden to Sefior Pacheco.

Sir, Madrid, October 10’ 1854.

THE Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary, has the

honour to address himself to his Excellency Don T. F. Pacheco, Minister of

State, on a subject not only highly important in itself both as regards Spain
and humanity, but on one that interests the country Which the Undersigned
represents, more. perhaps, than any others on Which he has addressed the

Government of Her Catholic Majesty since he has had the honour of residing
at this Court.

His Excellency Sefior Pacheco, With his usual intelligence, ‘will not fail to

foresee, even from this short preamble, that this question is the Slave Trade,

and, with his known integrity, he Will not be surprised that the Undersigned is
instructed to ask the Spanish Government, now that it is free itself, and that it

governs a free people, to brand this abominable Traffic-by' the name Which

belongs to it, and to declare it piracy. . ’

After the corresPondence of years upon years i'vhlch has taken place

between this Legation and the Department over whlch Sefior Pacheco so

worthily presides, on this nefarious Traffic, it is very far from the intention of
the Undersigned to take up Sefior Pacheco’s time, and even to msult his under—

standing, by entering into any discussion on, in' the first 1)}ace, the iniquity

of the Trade, and, secondly, on the means by which Spam 1s bound to repress

it. So anxious is theUndersigned to avoid everything Whicll,’can lead to a

semblance of irritation, that he even willingly ahstains from calling to his aid

the promise of a law made by Spain which has navel: been fulfilled. '

The Undersigned prefers discarding every allusmn to what is over, and he
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comes to the enlightened Government of the Duke of Victoria full of hope for
the future, and Without any animosity for the past.

The Undersigned rests this application on three considerations, and they

are so manifest, that to name them is to argue them; ‘he prefers exciting Sefior

Pacheco’s inductions to obtruding his own. .

Every civilized nation in Europe has, at this moment, declared the Slave

Trade to be piracy. Is it possible that Spain should wish—will even consent—
to stand alone on this question, and. to persist in so little dignified an

insulation ?
v The feelings of the whole English people, as if springing from one heart,

Would greet this great act of Spain. Will Spain think it prudent to chill this

expectation, and, in times like these, to deaden those feelings which, in the

shape of public opinion, direct every English Government in its relations with
other Powers ? a '

The Spanish Government has invariably professed its honesty of purpose
in its endeavours to suppress the Slave Trade. If that be really the case, and
the Undersigned is far from doubting it, What can be the objection on their

part to do the only thing which can really give efi‘ect to their wishes?
Sefior Pacheco will see, that in this short but unusually important commu- -

nication, the Undersigned has abstained from all declamation as well as all

recrimination. He has at once expressed the object of his Government—

earnestly, ardently desired—and he rests his ease far more on the admirable
conduct of General Pezuela than on the disgraceful connivance of General

Cafiedo.
The Undersigned has some reason to believe that a proposition, in the sense

of that he is now making, has already been submitted by an exalted personage to
the President of the Council, and the Undersigned, at the instigation of the
English Government, of the English Parliament, and of the English public,
requests Sefior Pacheco to lay this note before the Cabinet of Her Catholic
Majesty, confidjng in the Wisdom and unprejudiced character of its members,
and- feeling sure that its illustrious President, the Duke of Victory, ‘Will take 3,

subject so grave for humanity, so interesting for Europe, and so momentous for
England, into his serious and early consideration. .

I avail, &c.
(Signed) - HOWDEN.

 

No. 410.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received October 21.)

My Lord, ' ' Madrid, October 15, 1854.

, I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of the note which
I addressed to Sefior Pacheco upon the importation of Yucatan Indians into
Cuba as colonists, under the Spanish Decrees of the 22nd of March last, Which
formed the subject of your Lordship’s despatch of the 27th of September.*

I also inclose translation of Sefior Pacheco’s note to me in acknow—
ledgment of- my communication. 7

I have, 81c}
(Signed) HOWDEN.
 

Inclosure 1 in No. 410..

Lord Howden to Sefior Pacheco. V

311‘, V , M'adrid, October 6, 1854.
BY the instructions of ‘Her Majesty’s Government I am desired to call

you}- Excellency’s attention to the operation of certain Decrees promulgated by
Spam on the 22nd of March of this year, bearing on the question of slavery in
Cuba, as 1t relates to colonists repairing to that island from Yucatan, andI
take the hberty of making the following observations. '

* No. 406.  
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The constitution of the Mexican Republic affects to repudiate slavery alto-
gether, but practically it is in full operation as regards the mutual relations of
the Blancos, or Mexicans, and the Indians inhabiting the State. The Mexicans
have generally contrived to get the Indians into debt to them, and they have.
established a law, that an Indian indebted to a Mexican must work for him
until the debt is liquidated. During this servitude, the Mexican provides him
with food and clothing for payment ; and as he fixes the prices, and also keeps the
account, 'it is not very surprising that the Indian, during his whole life, is never
able to redeem himself from bondage; nor does the obligation cease here, but
the children are compelled to take up the debt of their father. The oppressive
operation of this law, and. other cruelties exercised by the Mexicans, brought
about, some years since, a revolt of the Indians, which the former have never
been able to subdue, and which has grown into a civil war, characterized by
much ferocity on both sides. They have lately attempted to make peace, but
both really desire nothing less than the extermination of their rivals; and the
correspondence in the Colonial Office Will show that the authorities have more
than once exported Indians forcibly to Cuba. , ,

It is only too evident that where such feelings exist between the Govern-
ment and the inhabitants of the country from which the colonists are to besent
to Cuba, the Decree of Her Catholic Majesty afl'ords no sort of protection or
guarantee against fraud and violence of every description. It. is not in the
smallest degreeprohahle that a Mexican Yucateco will emigrate to Cuba on
such terms. The emigrants will all be Indians, a'faet of Which I believe the
Government of Her Catholic Majesty to be ‘ perfectly aware. The Vth Article
of the 2nd Decree provides that the contracts are to he in the language of the
colonist, and vise’ by the Spanish Consul; but the Indians are most illiterate,
and would rarely be able, even if they were allowed an opportunity, to read the
agreements. _ _ , .

With contracts made under such circumstances, what is there to prevent
this revivification, as it were, of slavery under this Decree, more especially
under the XIXth and five following Articles of it? The Decree, moreover,
appears to be silent as to any limitation of the period for which these contracts.
may remain in force ; but it may be fairly presumed that they are to be of a
very extended‘character, from the fact that the XXIInd Article, as a great
boon, releases a child born during his mother’s contract from its operation, on
completing eighteen years of age, although the mother may. remain in a state of
bondage. There are many other Articles in this Decree which, in the absence
of bond fide protection, at least at the time of the execution of the contracts,
must reduce the colonists to a state of slavery.

Now, Her Britannic Majesty’s Government being convinced that it was the
intention of the Government of Spain to encourage bond fide emigration, and
not to establish a new form of Slave Trade; they cannot refrain from pointing
out the hardship of the Decree as affecting Indian emigrants from Yucatan to
Cuba, and. suggesting that this Decree may be modified by the intelligence and
integrity of the Spanish Government, in order that frauds so likely to he
committed may he efl'eetually prevented. ' ‘ '

 

' V I avail, &c.
(Signed) , HOWDEN.

Inclosure 2 in No. 410. _

' Sefior Pacheco to Lord Howden.

(Translation) , V , ' - ' V. y ' - ~ ‘
My Lord, Jlladrid, October 11, 1854.

UNDER this day’s date, I have transmitted to the General Colonial Oflice
a copy of your Lordship’s note of the 6th instant, in which you are pleased to
make some observations upon the Decrees relative to Slavery in the Island of
Cuba, and t0 the importation of emigrant labourers into that colony; and as
soon as I receive an answer, I will hasten to communicate it to your Lordshlp.‘

I’ avail, &c. ‘ ’ ‘
(Signed) I. F. PACHECO. '
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No. 411.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, October 23, 1854.

I HAVE received your Lordship’s deepatch of the 11th instapt, and.
I have in reply to inform you that I entirely approvethe letter which y_ou
addressed, on the 10th instant, to Sefior Pacheco, urging upon. the Spanish

Government the enactment of a. law declaring Slave il‘radestgo be piracy.
am, e.

geigned) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 412.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Qflice, October 24, 1854.
I HAVE received your Lordship’s despatch of the 15th instant,

with its inclosures, .and I have in reply to inform you that I. approve the mete
which your Lordship addressed to Se’fior Pacheco 0n the .6th instant, respecting
the importation of Yucatan Indians into Cuba. as colonlsts, under the Spamsh
Decrees of the 22nd of March last.- ,

I am, 850.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 413.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.-——(Rccei~vcd November 7.)

(Extract) Madrid, October 29, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship translation of the
note I have received from Her Catholic Majesty’s Minister for Foreign
Affairs, in answer to the one in which I earnestly requested the Spanish
Government to declare the Slave Trade piracy.

 

Inclosure 1 in N0. 413.

Sefior Pacheco to Lord Howden.

(Translation) Madrid, October 27, 1854.
THE Undersigned, Her Catholic Majesty’s First Secretary of State for

Foreign Affairs, has submitted to the deliberation of the Spanish Government
the note which his Excellency the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo-
tentiary of Her Britannic Majesty has been pleased to address to him, under
date of the 10th instant, proposing, in the name of his Government, that the
Slave Trade be declared to be piracy.

The high importance which, according to Lord Howden’s note, England
attaches to this question, would have been a sufficient motive to induce the
Government of Her Catholic Majesty to devote to it their most assiduous and
preferent attention ; but it was for them, moreover, a duty to do so, on account
of the great importance which, in the present state of the Island of Cuba,
belong to any measure which may, in any respect whatever, affect the interests
or even theprejudices of its inhabitants. I .

The Undersigned concurs with the British Minister in thinking, that for the
discussion of the affair alluded to in his note of the 10th instant, it is not neces-
sary to enter into eretrospective examination of the long and sometimes tedious
correspondence Which, during many years, has passed between this Foreign
Ofiice and the Legatiou now so worthily represented by his Excellency Lord



SPAIN. 441

Howden, on the subject of the Slave Trade. This Traffic has been, and continues
to be, reprobated by Her Majesty’s Government with the same intensity as that
with which it is condemned by the Government of Her Britannic Majesty: both .
Governments, in proportion to their respective forces and means of action, per-
secute it and endeavour to extinguish it ; and by so doing, they both obey, not
only the eternal principles of humanity and right, but also the international
Treaties and the peculiar laws of their respective countries. So far, therefore,
from there being in this any cause or motive for recrimination, there is a perfect
identity in the views and the object of both Governments.

The Undersigned, confining himself, therefore, to the essential point aimed
at in Lord Howden’s note—the assimilation of the Slave Trade to piracy—has
to declare to his Excellency, with the most profound regret, that Her Catholic
Majesty’s Government thinks, that under the present circumstances of Cuba, it
is not expedient to make the aforesaid assimilation without entering now into
the question as to whether, even under other circumstances, it would be advisable
to accede to it. .

The observations which his Excellency the British Minister points out in
support of that assimilation, are three in number.

The first is, that every civilized nation in Europe has already declared the
Slave Trade to be piracy. V

The Undersigned might enumerate the names of several European States
which have made no such declaration, and to which he thinks, the appellation of
civilized nations, cannot, nevertheless, be disputed; but he thinks, that it will be
sufficient to quote the French and the Danish nations, which are both Colonial
Powers, to which it cannot be presumed that Lord Howden would refuse to give
that appellation, and in the laws of which, the Undersigned has not, however,
found the declaration in question.

The second observation adduced by the British Minister is, that it would
not be expedient, at this moment, to chill the expectation of the English people,
who would hail with a unanimous greeting the act which is requested from the
Spanish Government.

There is nothing which Her Catholic Majesty’s Government more anxiously
desires than to deserve the adhesion and applause of Great Britain, whose
friendship they hold in high consideration and esteem; but the public opinion of
that great nation is too enlightened not t0'conceive the duties which circum-
stances and prudence impose upon Goyernments; and the English nation
is animated with‘too high a sense of patriotism not to respect the resolutions of
friendly Governments which are dictated by the same noble feeling.

Finally, his Excellency the British Minister states, that if Her Catholic
Majesty’s Government is so sincerely anxious, as it has always professed, and as
Lord Howden believes, to extinguish, the Slave Trade, what can be the objection
on their part to adopt the only efficient measure which can really give effect to
their wishes? '

The reply to this question will be at the same time the explanation of the
reasons why Her Catholic Majesty’s Government thinks that it is not in its
power on the present occasion to comply with the Wishes of the Government of
Her Britannic Majesty. . A

l The British Government-canuot but be well aware of the dangers by which
the Spanish Antilles are threatened at this moment. The Island of Cuba, which
has been already invaded several times by parties of filibustiers conspiring
against the Spanish domination, is the most coveted prize aimed at by the ambi-
tious agitators who have hoisted as their banner the indefinite annexation of
territories to the American Confederation. _A crusade againstiCuba has been
raised in the press and in the clubs of the United States, and it has even some-
times found an echo in the American Chambers themselves. The contemplated
acquisition of Cuba has given occasion to fraudulent speculations, .in which the
gross credulity of many has been turned into profit; finally, the Cuban ques,
tion has been made use of as a lever to excite public opinion on behalf of

certain political parties. j _ I .
It is not necessary to state here again the sacrifices which such a state of

things has imposed upon the Government of Her Catholic Majesty, nor the
strenuous efforts which this Government is making for the ‘proper defence of
that island. But at the same time that it resorts to these material means, which
are indispensable to that purpose, and imposed on it as a duty, Her Catholic

CIiAss B.
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Majesty’s Government is well aware that it must. p_rincipally look for the.
safety of Cuba in the attachment and loyalty of 1ts Inhabltants towards the
mother country. In order to keep alive and to foster these feelings amongst
them, the Government devotes its especial care to the improvement of the
administration of justice, as well as of the civil and economical laws; and for the
attainment of this object it is its bounden duty to consult all Interests, and not
to alarm them with ill-meditated measures.

Now then, one of the most dangerous arms which have been made use of
by those who conspire against the Spanish dpmination in Cuba, 1s the supposi—
tion that Her Catholic Majesty’s Government entertains the project of African- .
izing that island, that is to say, of converting it into a new Santo Domingo, by
the emancipaticn of the slaves, Which would_procluce the ruin of the white race
and of the creoles, and the preponderance of the black race. However absurd
this idea may be, it has, nevertheless, heeri spread about for the purpose of.
creating alarm amongst the owners of slaves, endeavouring, at the same time,
to persuade them that the only means of avoiding the impending danger is to
throw themselves into the arms of the United States, which would energetically
defend the institution of slavery.

The enlightened mind of the British Government and of their worthy Repre-
sentative at this Court, remlers it superfluous for the Unclersigned to enter into
further details respecting a question Which is already well known to them. But
it will not he unseasonable to state here, that the dispoisition of the owners {of
slaves to View with some apprehension certaiq measures relative to slavery and
to the Slave Trade, is so positive, that they have felt great disoontent at some
of those adopted by General Pezuela, althqugh the real object thereof was
only to prevent, in fulfilment of his instructions, the continuation of the Slave
Trade.

Her Catholic Majesty’s Government on stating, with the frankness and
loyalty inherent to its intentions, and with its confidence in that of the British
Government, the reasons which prevent them, to their deep regret, from acceding
to the proposed assimilation, are far from harbouring the intention of slackening
in the slightest degree the severity with which the Slave Trade is now persecuted.
The numerous seizures of negroes which have been made during the last few
months, are a proof that the existing laws are sufficient to attain that object;
and if reasons, well known to everybody, have prevented its total extinction,
the loyalty of the Government and the firmness of their functionaries are a
guarantee of the continuation of the persecution of the Slave Trade, and of its
being carried as far as possible. ‘

The Uiidersigned has endeavoured to reply to the note of the British
Minister with the same moderation which has been employed by his Excellency;
he has avoided, like his Excellency, mentioning anything which might give rise
to recrimination ; and he has not even entieavoured to justify the Spanish
Government with regard to the fault which is attributed to it in not having
promulgated a law, as it had promised to do, because the Undersigned is not
aware of any other law, relative to this matter, having been promised by Spain,
than the one which was promulgated in 1845, whereby certain penalties were
imposed on slave-dealers. The Undersigned’s object has only been to state,
with perfect sincerity, the reasons which make him refrain from acceding to the
wishes expressed in Lord Howden’s note; and. he thinks that he has done so in
a manner which cannot but be appreciated by his Excellency’s enlightened
judgment. , . ‘

Her Catholic Majesty’s Government confidently expects that the Govern-
ment of Her Britannia Majesty will do justice to the uprightness of its inten—
tions ; that they will acknowledge the force of the considerations which are the
prompters of its conduct ; and that they wiil feel convinced that these consi-
derations are in no way opposed to the sincere desire by which it is animated of
drawing: more and more closer its friendly relations with the Government of
Great Britain.

The Undeisiggned, &c. '
. , (Signed) I.‘ F. PACHECO.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 4.18.

Lord Howden to Sefior Pacheco.

Sir, flJach-id, October 29, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s
note, containing the reasons which, in the estimation of the Government of
Heeratholic Majesty, prevent them from acceding to the request Which I
made, and which I did not exaggerate in Saying was the request of the people
of England, to declare the Slave Trade piracy.

I shall transmit this answer to my Government, deeply regretting that
such has been the conclusion to which the Spanish Government have thought
it their duty to arrive.

‘ I shall confine myself at this moment to simply observing, that the promi-
nent argument put forth by your Excellency, that the supposed Africanisation
0f the Island of Cuba—a charge, as your Excellency says, falsely imputed,
but strenuously urged, by the enemies of Spain—would, in my compre—
hension, be not only not corroborated,but, on the contrary, would be most;
Victoriously refuted by the adoption of the measure which I so earnestly
solicited, and by preventing in the most stringent manner, and under the
severest penalties, the introduction of any more Africans.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

No. 414.

T729 Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ql’fice, November 15, 1854.
I HAVE received your Lordship’s despatch of the 29th ultimo, and

I have to acquaint you tha Her Majesty’s Government approve the
answer Which you returned to Sefior Pacheco’s note, stating thatin the present
position of Affairs in Cuba, the Spanish Government cannot assent to the
request of Her Majesty’s Government that Spainshould declare the Slave
Trade to be piracy.

I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.-

 

No. 415.

Tize Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, ‘ Foreign Ofice, November 15, 1854‘.

I TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith, for your information, a copy
of a despatch* which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in
Cuba, giving an account of an interview which he had with his Excellency
General Concha onthe subject of the Slave Trade.

~ ‘~ - I am, 8zc. _ 7
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

* No. 514.
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N0. 416.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, queign Ojfi'ce, November 15, 1854,

I TRANSMIT herewith copies of a deepatch* and of itsinclosures which"

I have received from Mr. Lindegren, Her Majesty’s Consul m the Island or

Porto Rico, respecting the case of a British subject, named ,Mary Gordon,

who it appears was kidnapped several years; ago from St. Kltt s,_ and has been

held asa slave by a proprietor of Porto RICO, named Antomo Guadalupe

Colon. _ _ ' _

Your Lordship will represent thls woman’s case to the Spumsh Mmlster

for Foreign Affairs, and you will state, that although the trlbunalhf Royal

Audiencia has not given a favourable decision thereupoh, yet the blll of sale

under which M. Colon claims to hold her as his slave 1s so elltlt'er defectlve

in point of law, and the evidence brought forward _by Mr. Lmdegren in

support of her claim to freedom is so conclusive, that It would be an act of
justice as well as of mercy on the part of the .Spamsh Government, to _order

that Mary Gordon, her children and grandehlldren, should be emanc1pated

from slaver . M
y 1 am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 417.

The Earl of Clarendon ta Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofi'ce, December 5, 1854.

I TRANSMIT herewith a copy of a despatch‘l‘ which I have received
from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul—General at Havana, stating that
General Concha’s endeavours to put down the Slave Trade are not likely to
produce much effect so long as it is generally understood, as is now the case
in Cuba, that except under circumstances“, of the strongest suspicion, the
Government officers will not visit the estates of planters to search for newly
imported negroes, or for slaves exceeding the number of those registered as
belonging to the estate.

Her Majesty’s Government are far from wishing to make any complaint
against General Concha, of whose honest intentions they see no reason to
doubt, but I have to instruct your Lordship to take an opportunity of drawing
the attention of the Spanish Minister for Fereign Affairs to the above state-
ment as a proof that it is necessary, for the effectual suppression of the Cuba
Slave Trade, that the Spanish Government should propose to the Cortes the
enactment of a stringent law making the Slave Trade piracy.

I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 418.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, . V Foreign O_fi‘ice, December 6, 1854.
I TRANSMIT herewith for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a

despatchi Which I have received from Mr. Crawford, &c., referring to his
despatch of the 3rd October, a copy of Which was transmitted to you in my
despatch of the 15th ultimo,§ and stating that the measures taken by General

4‘ No. 560. T No. 525. i; No. 526. g No. 415.  
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Concha for the apprehension of the 500 Bozal negroes recently landed near
Cabafias, had failed of success, owing to the connivance of the authorities
of that place.

I am, 8:43.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

N0. 419.

Lord Howden to the Em‘l of Clarendon.~—(Received December 6.) '

My Lord, Madrid, December 1, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith, translation

of a note which I have just received from Seftor Pacheco, communicating to
me the efforts making by the Spanish Government to put an end to the
Slave Trade, and stating, that since the 26th of August last, 421 Bozal
negroes had been captured by the authorities of the Island of Cuba.

It is my intention this day to thank Her Catholic Majesty’s Government
for this announcement, and to express the satisfaction that will be felt by
that of Her Majesty at these proofs of the energetic cooperation of the
Governor of Cuba in the cause of humanity and in the accomplishment of
national faith.

I have, 8m. ‘
(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

Inclosure in N0. 419.

Sefior Pacheco to Lord Howden.

(Translation)
My Lord, Madrid, November 28, 1854.

SUBSEQUENTLY to the important seizures of Bozal negroes mentioned
in my note of the 26th of August last, a further seizure of 116 Bozal negroes
has taken place in the district of Trinidad (Island of Cuba), according to the
information contained in a communication from the Captain-General of the
aforesaid Colony, dated the 11th of July last, with the remarkable circum-
stance that, notwithstanding this result which relieved the functionaries of
the districts wherein the seizures took place from responsibiiity, yet the
superior authority of the island, who was indefatigable in his efforts for the
extinction of the Slave Trade, acted with such activity and ability that he
succeeded in detecting some facts whereupon he determined to suspend from
their respective commands the Governors of Trinidad, Sancti Spiritu, and
Bahia Honda, as also their legal counsellors and he directed that the
proper trial should be instituted; in consequence whereof, Don Salvador
Castro, Don Mariano Borrell, and Don Pedro Chnperena, the agents and
participators of the landings of slaves which had taken place, were imprisoned:
the trial in question is still pending ; but one of its immediate consequences,
according to a report from the Captain-General dated the 4th August last,
has been the seizure of 305 Bozal negroes, belonging to the cargo which was
landed in the aforesaid district of Trinidad.

It appears, therefore, that subsequently to the seizures alluded to in my
aforesaid note, 421 Bozal negroes more have'fallen into the hands of the
superior authority of the Island of Cuba; and I trust that the Government
of which your Lordship is the worthy Representative, will learn with satisfac-
tion the repeated proofs which both Her Majesty’s Government and the
Captain-General of Cuba are giving of the strenuous efforts . they are making
for the strict fulfilment of the stipulations of the Treaty of 1835.

- I avail, 8m.
(Signed) I. F. PACHECO.
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No, 420.

The Eatl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofi'ce, December 7, 1854.

I TRANSMIT herewith for your Lprdship’s information, a copy of a

despatclfi which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul-Generai in. Cuba,

containing remarks on the inadequacy of the law, as at present adminlstered

in that island, for the prevention of Slave Trade. .
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No, 42].

M. Gonzalez to the Eafl of Clarendon.

(Translation) Spanish Legation, December 6, 1854.

THE Undersigned has the honour to communicate to his Excellency the
Earl of Clarendon a, note addressed by Her Majesty's Principal Secretary
of State to the Minister Plenipotentiary of Her Britannic Majesty at the Court
ofMadrid, under date of‘the 28th November iast, reiative to fresh seizures 0f
Bozal Degrees in the Island of Cuba, and t0 the suspension from their
respective posts of several Governors of ‘districts Who have appeared remiss
in the fulfilment of their duties with regard to the repression of the Slave
Trade. The substance of that note is as fellows 2—-

“ Since the occurrence of the important seizures of Bozal negroes
referred to in my note of the 26th August last, 116 more have been captured in
the jurisdiction of Trinidad, Island of Cuba, as appears from a letter from the
Captain-Genei‘ai of that Colonial Province, dated the 11th of July last, with
this circumstance worthy of remark,——that in spite of these results, Which
sheltered from responsibility the authorities in whose districts the seizures
were effected, the superior authority of the island, indefatigable in his
determination to extinguish the Traffic in ISIaves, proceeded with such activity
and judgment, that he succeeded in discqvering certain facts which induced
him to suspend from their respective commands the Governors of Trinidad,
Sancti Spiritu, and Bahia Honda, the same measure ’heing adopted With
regard to their assessors, and the proper proceedings being“ instituted, Don
Salvador Castor, Don Mariano Borrei, and Don Pedro Choperena, agents and
partieipators in the landings referred to, were committed to prison.

“ The proceedings instituted in the ease in question have not yet termi-
nated; however, as the Captain—Generafll states, under date of the 4th of
August last, a further capture has been effected of 305 Bezel negroes
belonging to the landing in the above-mentioned jurisdiction of Trinidad. >

“ It follows then, that subsequently to the seizure to which my note before
alluded to refers, 42] Bozal negroes have fallen into the power of the
authorities of the Island of Cuba; and I flatter myself that the Government
which your Excellency worthily represents, will see with satisfaction the
répeated proofs which the Government of Her Majesty, as- well as the
Captain-General of the said island, are giving of the determination with which
they endeavour to fulfil the stipulations of the Treaty of 1835.” .

The Undersigned might have omitted. this communication, as the Earl of
Clarendon is doubtless already informed of the document in question;
however, he does not consider it superfluous to repeat, on this occasion, the
satisfaction with which Her Majesty’s Government see the proceedings of the
Capta’in-General of Cuba, which are so ihuch in accordance with the views
and wishes Of Her Majesty’s Government for at once putting an end to the
Slave Trade.

The Undersigned, 8:0. ‘
‘ (Signed) ANTONIO GONZALEZ.

 

* No. 529.  
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No. 422.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howdcn.

My Lord, Foreign Qflice, December 9, 1854.
I HAVE received your Lord’ship’s despatch of the lst instant,

inclosing‘ a copy of a letter from the Spanish Foreign Office, stating that
between the 11th of July and the 4th of August last the authorities of Cuba
had taken possession of 421 newly-ianded negroes. Your Lordship has been
informed by my despatches of the 14th and 26th September, and by the
despatches from Mr. Crawford of the 18th of July and 18th of August, copies
of which were inclosed therein, that these acts of the Captain-General Pezuela
were at the time communicated to, and duly appreciated by, Her Majesty’s
Government.

I approve of your intention to express to Her Catholic Majesty’s Govern-
ment the satisfaction afforded to Her Majesty’s Government by those proofs
of the energetic cooperation of the Governor of Cuba in the suppression of the
Slave Trade; and I have to instruct your Lordship to add, whenever you may
have a suitable opportunity of doing so, that Her Majesty’s Go'vernment
confidently trust that this praiseworthy example will be followed by the
present Captain—General of Cuba.

I am, $50.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 423 ,

The Earl of Clarendon to M Gonzalez.

Foreign Qfice, December 12, 1855.
THE Undersigned has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the

note addressed to him on the 6th instant by Don Antonio Gonzalez, com-
municating to the Undersigned a copy of a letter dated the 28th ultimo, in
Which the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs informed Lord Howden, that
between the 11th of July and the 4th of August last, the Captain-General of
Cuba. had not only taken measures which led to the seizure of 421 newly-
imported Africans, but had also suspended and brought to trial four Lieutenant-
Governors, and had imprisoned three other persons, all of whom were more
or less concerned in the landing of those Africans.

The Undersigned, in acknowledging With many thanks this obliging and.
important communiCation from Sefior Gonzalez, begs leave to acquaint him
that these vigorous proceedings of the Marquis de la Pezuela were at the
time of their adoption duly reported to Her Majesty’s Government by the
British Consul-General at Havana, and were made known to Her Majesty’s
Minister at Madrid, who has informed the Undersigned, that on~ receipt of
the above—mentioned letter from the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, he
was about to express to the Government of Her Catholic Majesty the satis-
faction afforded to Her Majesty’s Government by those proofs of the energetic
cooperatioh of the Governor of Cuba in the suppression of the Slave Trade.

The Undersigned has to add, that he has hastened to approve this
intention of Lord Howden, and has instructed him to take a suitable oppor--
tunity of stating t0 the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs that Her Majesty’s
Government confidently trust that the praiseworthy example of the late
Captain-General of Cuba Will be followed by his successor.

The Undersigned, 810.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 424.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Rccei'ved December 17.)

My Lord, Madrid, December 10, 1854.
I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith, translations

of .a note and its inc'losures which I have just received from SehoeLuzuriaga,
acquainting me with the capture of 643 Bozal negroes, 103 of which formed
the. cargo of the schooner “ Peerless,” also captured, and 145 that of the
" Esperanza,” set fire to after the landing of the negroes. '

I have, &C.
(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

Inclosure 1 No. 424.

Seize?" Luzuriaga to Lord Howden.

(Translation)

My Lord, Madrid, December 7, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the two inclosed copies
of the communications from the Captain-General 0f the Island of Cuba,
dated the 3rd of October last, from which it appears that 643 Bozal negroes
have been seized, belonging, namely, 103 to the cargo of the schooner
“Peerless,” which was also captured, and 145 to the cargo of the schooner
“ Esperanza,” which was burnt, after having landed her negroes.

I avail, &tc.
(Signed) CLAUDO. ANTON. LUZURIAGA.

 

Inclosure 2 in N0. 424.

The Captain- General of Cuba to the Minister for Foreign Afiaz’o‘s.

(Translation) I
Most Excellent Sir,

IN virtue of the orflers issued by this Government in fulfilment of those
(:5 Her Majesty, relative to the extinction of the Slave Trade, during the last
days of my predecessor’s command, the schooner “ Peerless,” and her cargo of
103 Bozal negroes, which had been landed near. the mouth of the river Manimani,
in the district of Laz Pozas and Bahia Honda, were seized. On the beach of
Rosario another batch of 145 negroes were seized, belonging to the schooner
“ Esperanza,” Which after having landed her cargo 0n the coasts of the Island of
Pines, was burnt. In this same Island of Pines a further seizure was made of
7 negroes belonging to the aforesaid vessel 5 and a further one of 242 ,negroes
belonging to another expedition. Finally, the Second Alealde of the city of
Puerto Principe is now instituting judicial proceedings for the investigation of
a landing of 150 Bozalr negroes, which is reported to' have taken place on the
coast of Nuevitas, according to the communications Which I have received from
that functionary, dated the 21st and23rd ultimo, and of these proceedings, as
well as of those relative to the ahove—mentioned seizures, the investigations
whereof are still: going on, I will transmit ”to your Excellency in due time the
proper copies, and I will send a duplicate thereof to the Audiencia for the Con—
,tinuation 0f the trials, in eenformity With the penal law on this matter.

‘ God preserve, &c. ' '

  



SPAIN. 44:9

Inclosure 3 in No. 424.

The Captain—Géneml of Cuba to the Minister for Foreign Afiairs.

(Translation)

Most Excellent Sir,

BESIDES the seizures of Bozal inegroes which have taken place during the

last days of my predecessor’s command, and. in addition to those I report to

your Excellency under this day’s date, another seizure of 73 Bozal negroes has

just taken place on the coasts of Dominica, district of Quiebrahacha, of the

jurisdiction of Mariel. From the summary investigation instituted, according

to my instructions, by the Lieutenant-Governor, it appears that this functionary

having heard that a suspicious vessel had been seen in . those waters, he issued

the proper orders for the seizure of the negroes in case that their landing should

be attempted, and the result was the seizure of 61 negroes early in the morning
of the 26th ultimo, and the subsequent capture of 12 more, who were very likely

the remainder ofthat expedition, as is proved by the depositions of the negroes

themselves, Who declared that the vessel they came in is very small, and was in

a1 leaky state; that when she sailed from Africa. the crew was composed of

5 white men, two of whom died during the voyage, and that the original number

of negroes on board was only 90, of whom 14 died. As to the vessel in question,

there are reasons for believing, that her destination was not that of the coast

where the landing took place, but that the bad state of her hull, and the want
of provisions and water,‘ compelled her to precipitate the landing of her

cargo.
God preserve, 8w.

 

No. 425.

Lord Hawden to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received December 19.)

(Extract) Madrid, December 13, 1854.

MR. SOULE mentioned to me as a fact well known in the States, that‘

there had been an arrangement between the English and Spanish Governments,

and with General Pezuela, as their organ, to introduce as many free negroes as

possible into the Island of Cuba, and that immense numbers had been

introduced in this manner. -

_ Mr. Soulé continued to say, that this arrangement had given a surprising

impetus to the Slave Trade—a traffic odious to the inhabitants of the United

States: for that when the slave—dealers were fortunate in landing their cargoes

unseen, the negroes were sold as slaves; when the negroes were openly appre—

hended, the slave-dealers averred that they were introduced as colonists.

Mr. Soulé ended by declaring that this invasion of negroes was the'cause

producing the greatest excitement in the United States, and, being regarded as

a measure of impending danger, it awakened a wide feeling that the annexation

of Cuba was absolutely necessary for the peaceful existence of the Southern

States of the Union. >
As I think that this systematic introduction of negroes on an enormous

scale by the advice and with the assistance of England could hardly have been

organized without my knowledge, and. even without my agency; and as, more-

over, I do not believe that it exists, and as the assumption serves, or will serve,

for an excuse on which an attack of Cuba by the filibustiers of the United

States may turn, I think it expedient to submit to your Lordship whether it

might not be well to take some steps at Washington in order to remove an

idea which, on the measure of my knowledge, I confidently believe to be

erroneous.

 

CLASS B.
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No. 426.

M'. Comyn to the Earl of Clarendon.

(Translation) Spanish Legation, December 20, 1854.

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acquaint his Excellency the Earl
of Clarendon of the following fresh captures of negroes made during the last
days of the recent administration of General the Marquis de la Pezuela.

The schooner “ Peerless,” and her cargo of 103 Bozal negroes, landed near
the mouth of the River Manimani, in the Department of Pozas, and in the juris-
diction of Bahia Honda.

One hundred and five Bozal negroes, belonging to the schooner
“Esperanza,” which, having landed her cargo on the Isle of Pines, was set fire
to. In this island were taken, moreover, 7 others coming from the “ Esperanza,”
and 242 belonging to another expedition. ' . .

Seventy-three Bozal negroes on the coast of Dominica, in the Department
of Quiebrahaeha, and in the jurisdiction of Mariel. ,

The Undersigned fulfils with pleasure the orders which he has received
from Her Majesty’s Government, to communicate these facts to the Government
of Her Britannia Majesty.

(Signed) JUAN F. COMYN.

 

No. 427.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, December 22, 1854.

I HAVE receiVed your Lordship’s despatch of the 13th instant, stating
that Mr. Soulé, the American Minister at Madrid, has mentioned to you as

a fact well known in the United States, that an arrangement had been made

between the British and Spanish Governments, and With General Pezuela as

their organ, the object of Which is ‘to introduce as many free negroes as possible

into the Island of Cuba, and that immense numbers had been introduced in this
manner.

Your Lordship will find on referring to page 3841, Class B of the
Slave Trade Papers, laid before Parliament last session, that I had occasion in
March last to instruct Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington to contradict a
similar insidious invention, respecting the alleged intentions of Great Britain
with regard to Cuba, and I shall again write to Mr. Crampton upon the subject
of your despatch of the 13th instant. , '

You will in the meantime inform Mr. Soulé, that there is not the shadow of
a. foundation for the statement which he has repeated to you; and that those
who say that an arrangement has been made between the British and Spanish
Governments to introduce as many free negroes as possible into Cuba, and that
immense numbers have been introduced in that manner, are guilty of wilful and
deliberate falsehood. It is equally untrue, as far as Her Majesty's Government
is aware, that any slave—dealer has on any occasion, when slaves have been
captured, averted that they were introduced as colonists. ,

Mr. Soulé appears to have been grievously practised upon by designing
persons who have fabricated this idle story as a pretezgt for unlawful aggression
against the territory of a friendly Power, but it may serve to undeceive him if
he will consider in what quarter the free ‘negroes exist from whence such
immense numbers have been drawn for the colonization of Cuba, and whether it
is likely that such negroes, , being free, would voluntarily embark and permit
themselves to be packed in a slave-‘ship in order to go to Cuba. But if such
negroes are not free, and are purchased'for the sake of sending them to Cuba,
then Her Majesty’s Government must have suddenly become wholesale slave-
dealers; andMr. Soulé, I apprehend, can hardly havebrought himself to believe
,in that fact.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.
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No. 428.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, December 23, 1854.
I HAVE received your Lordship’s. despatch of the 10th instant, inclosing

copies of a letter and of its inclosures from Sefior Luzuriaga, announcing that
it appears by deepatches of the 3rd'of October from the Captain-General of
Cuba that the authorities of that island had captured 643 newly—imported
ne roes.
g I have to instruct your Lordship to thank Sefior Luzuriaga for this com-

munication, and to state to his Excellency that Her Majesty’s Government have
received it with much satisfaction.

I am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

t No. 429.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofifce, December 27, 1854.
I TRANSMIT herewith a copy of‘ a despatclflE which I have received from

Her Majesty’s Consul—General in Cuba, inclosing a copy of a Decree published
by General Concha on the 17th of November, the principal feature of which is,
that it repeals the Bando issued by his predecessor on the 3rd of May last,
whereby the Cuban authorities were empowered to enter estates suspected of
harbouring newly imported. Africans; to muster their slaves according to lists

> to be made for that purpose, and to liberate any fraudulently introduced Bozal
negroes. ‘ ,, ,

I inclose herewith a. copy of the Bando of May 3,?‘and I have to instruct
your Lordship, to state to the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs that, although
Her Majesty’s Government do not doubt the sincerity and good intentions of
General Concha, yet they think that the provisions contained in the Bando of
the 3rd of May were well calculated to put down the Slave Trade, and that
on the contrary the measures now substituted for those provisions by General
Concha will be easily evaded by both planters and slave-dealers.

And you will say, that for these reasons Her Majesty’s Government much
regret that the Bando of the 3rd of May should have been revoked,‘ and that
they earnestly recommend that it should be again put in force.

Her Majesty’s Government cannot'suppose that there exists on the part 'of
the Spanish Government'any intention, to repeal or nullify the Royal Decree of
the 22nd of March, 1854, which provided for the general registration of slaves
in Cuba; I have however to instruct your Lordship to ask the Spanish Minister
for Foreign Affairs what measures have been taken in order to carry that Decree
into effect. ‘ 7 .

You will at the same time point out to his Excellency, that even if General
Concha considers it necessary to abstain from following the newly imported
Africans to the estates where they may be concealed, and from arresting them
at once, yet the 11nd and IIlrd Articles of the Bando of May 3, whereby it is
provided that every year after the crop is gathered, lists of the slaves on every
estate should be made out and delivered to the authorities, and that unregistered
negroes should be liberated, seem to be drawn up in the spirit of the Royal
Decree of the 22nd of March, and to be well calculated to prevent the immortal-
tion of slaves Without violating any right of property. .

' . , I am,- 8L0.
(Signed) : CLARENDON.

* No. 530. ‘ f Inelosure in No. 475.
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N0. 430.

The Earl. of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, December 28, 1854.
I TRANSMIT herewith a copy of a. despatch* from Mr. Crawford, Her

Majesty’s Consul—General in Cuba, reporting the disembarkation at the Ensenada.
de Cochinos and at Punta. Nuevas of three cargoes of Africans amounting in all
to about 1,800. . 1

And. I have to instruct your Lordship to point out to the Spanish Minister
for Foreign Afi'airs, that it is most probable that owing to the repeal of the
Marquis de la. Pezuela’s Bando of the 3rd of May, all these Africans will have
been safely introduced into the neighbouring estates, and that they have been
made slaves beyond the reach of General Concha’s Decree of the 17th of
November. '

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 431.

The Earl of Clarendon to M. Oomyn.

Foreign Qfifce, December 28, 1854.
THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of

the note addressed to him on the 20th instant, by M. Comyn, 8:0,, in which he
announces the capture by the authorities of Cuba, of 570 Bozal negroes; and
the Undersigned begs to thank M. Comyn for this communication, Which has
been received with much satisfaction by Her Majesty’s Government.

I am, 8L0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 432. _

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received January 6, 1855.) v

(Extract) , Madrid, December 28, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship, copy of a. note Which I
addressed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject of declaring the
Slave Trade piracy. ' ~

 

Inclosure in No. 432.

Lord Howden to Sefior Luzuriaga. ' .

Madrid, December 23, 1854.

, THE Undersigned, 8m, has the honour of addressing the Minister for
Foreign Afi'airs of Her Catholic Majesty, 011 a subject Which England takes
greatly t9 heart, Which is deeply interesting to the European reputation of Spain,
and to which he earnestly invites the attentive consideration of Sefior Luzuriaga
and the‘Spanish Government. . , V W .

'3‘ No. 532.
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The Undersigned has been instructed by his Government to submit to
Sefior Luzuriaga a series of cases in which the endeavours of the Captain-

General of Cuba—endeavours thoroughly honest in the estimation of the British

Government—have been rendered nugatory by the inadequacy of the law in

Cuba to repress the universally branded Traffic in Slaves. It is painful to'
England to see that good intentions are thus neutralized; it must be indescribably

painful to an honest and energetic Captain-General to find that he is unable to

carry out his purposes.
The Undersigned, who from the first moment of his arrival here has

endeavoured to avoid or to allay every cause of irritation between his Legation

and the Department now so worthily occupied by your Excellency, pauses even

in the execution of his duty and forbears‘ to send to your Excellency any matter

belonging to an irritating subject, one which he is anxious to keep back so long

as any reasonable hope exists that all repetition of past recriminations may be

avoided. , ’
The Undersigned, encouraged by the new era Opened for Spain, full of

confidence in ‘ the liberal, enlightened, and humane members of the present

Government, men already known to Europe and. who would fitly associate their

name and their fame with posterity to a great and good act. v

The Undersigned speaking as the servant of the British people to the servant

of another 'people 'which may ‘one day he as prosperous and as free, earnestly,

anxiously asks the liberal Government of that regenerated people to declare

the Slave Trade piracy. '

The Undersigned considers that it would be most unbecoming in him to
point out to the superior intelligence of Sefior Luzuriaga the rare facilities of
the moment, When the Cortes themselves have openly expressed their abhorrence

of slavery, and when the prevention of the iniquitous trade can be twisted into

no relation whatever with the existing rights of property, a subject on which

the deputies of the nation are naturally and justly susceptible, but the Under-

signed is unalterably convinced that no cordial and permanent and indissoluble
good understanding can exist between Spain and England, so long as the law in
Cuba remains as it is; and it is on this ground that he addresses Sefior 'Luzuriaga,
in the language of the sincerest friendship. He wishes most particularly to
state in conclusion, that if Seiior Luzuriaga and the Spanish Government agree

to a demand which would fill England With joy from one end of it to the

other, the. Undersigned requests to be allowed immediately to Withdraw this.

note, that not a vestige‘ may remain of his having appeared to urge upon
Sefior Luzuriaga so grand, and brilliant, and happy 3. measure; and that the

entire honour, as most surely due, should be awarded by the whole world, solely

to the Government of Her Catholic Majesty, and t0 the illustrious Minister Who

initiated so righteous, so holy an act.
. I am, &c. , .

(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

» .No. 433. V

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, ' ' Foreign O_fi‘ice, January 6, 1855.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 28th of December, I transmit to

your. Lordship herewith for your information, a copy of a despatchak from Her

Majesty’s Consul—General in Cuba, respecting the landing of Bozal negroes in

difl’erent parts of thatvisiand, and the insufliciency of the measures taken there

for the, prevention of Such importations. .
' . I am, 8w.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

'5 No. 536.
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No. 434.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofi'ce, January 8, 1855.

WITH reference to my despatch of 15th of Novemher last,* respect-

ing the case of Mary Gordon, a native of St. Kitts, 'who IS held in slavery

by a. planter of the Island of Porto Rico, I transmlt hei‘emth a copy of a. .

despatch+ which I have received from Consul Lmdegren, 1nclosmg caples of

further correspondence upon this case, which has passed between him and the

Governor of Porto Rico, and I have to instruct your Lordship to call the

attention of the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs to the arguments contained

in Mr. Lindegren’s letter to the Governor of the 30:1[3h of govember last.
am, c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 435.

The Earl of Clarsndon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofifce, January 15, 1855.

I TRANSMIT herewith copies of a despatchj and of its inclosures, which

I have received from Mr. Doyle, Her Majesty’s Minister in Mexico, respecting a.
remonstrance which he has addressed to the Mexican Government, in order, if

possible to defeat a disgraceful scheme which it appears had been agreed upon

between a Mexican oflicer named Jimenez, and the house of Goicoria and

00., of Havana, who had engaged to furnish a body of two hundred armed

men and officers, in ordei' to assist in making war upon the Indians of Yucatan,

on condition that Messrs. Goicoria and ‘00. should be enabled to send to

Cuba, for their use, any prisoners taken in that war, on payment of the sum
of fifteen dollars for each prisoner.

I have directed Mr. Doyle to inform the Mexican Minister for Foreign

Afi'airs that Her Majesty’s Government have entirely approved the steps taken

by him to counteract this project; and I have to instruct your Lordship to
commufiica‘te to the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, the substance of Mr.

Doyle’s despatch, and to express to his Excellency the confident hope of Her

Majesty’s Government, that the Government of Her Catholic Majesty will
immediately send orders to the Oaptain-General of Cuba, directing him to use
every exertion in his power in order to prevent the execution of such a. nefarious
undertaking, which, if allowed to be carried out 'in Cuba, can only lead to a.
wholesale extermination of the unfortunate aboriginal race of Yucatan.

You will at the same time observe to Sefior Luzuriaga, that if the inhabi-
tents of Cuba should be permitted with impunity to carry on a private warfare
of this kind in a neighbouring, State, the freeboOters of the United States
may point to such an example as justifying their projects for the invasion of

7 Cuba. 1 7 V I am, &0.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

9* No. 416. 1mm. 562. , 1 No. 264.
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No. 436.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 18.)

(Extract) , Madrid, January 12, 1855.
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship translation

of a note I have received from Her Catholic Majesty’s Minister for
Foreign Afi'airs, on the subject of declaring the penalties of slave—dealing
to be similar to those for piracy. Your Lordship will see that no step has
hitherto been made so far. I also adjoin copy of my answer, which I trust
will meet your Lordship's approbation.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 436.

Sefior Luzuriaga to Lord Howden.

(Translation.) Madrid, January s,’ 1855.
THEIUndersigned, Her Catholic Majesty’s First Secretary of State for

Foreign Affairs, has made himself acquainted with, and has communicated to

Her Majesty’s Government, the note which, 'under date, of the 23rd of

December last, has been addressed to him by his Excellency the Envoy

Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Her Britannia Majesty, request-

ing that the Slave Trade be declared piracy. ' '

The importance which Great Britain attaches to this declaration, the

persistency with which she has solicited it, at different epochs, from the

Queen’s Government, the feelings of friendship and consideration towards

Spain so warmly expressed in Lord Howden7s note, and even the considerate-

proposition’contained at the end of that note—all these circumstances \VOllld‘

increase, were it possible, the constant desire by which Her Majesty’s Govern--

ment is animated of complying with the» wishes of that of Her Britannic

Majesty, with which it is united by such close ties as those of old friendShip,

of political sympathy, and of commoninterest. , ‘
But the enlightened patriotism of, Her Britannia Majesty’s Minister will

undoubtedly take into consideration that, whenever a Government finds itself
invited to make so important an alteration in its legislation, it is its unavoid-

able duty, before so doing, to acquire the certain conviction that 'such altera-
tion will not essentially inj ure legitimate 'and respectable interests.

The conviction that the declaration of the Slave Trade to be piracy would;

cause a pernicious effect in the Spanish Antilles, and perhaps the fear that

this declaration might possibly not be adjusted to the principles by which the

punishment of crimes is regulated, according to the different nature thereof,

made the preceding Cabinets shrink from adopting the measure. The Cabinet

which is now vested with Her Majesty’s confidence, prompted by the. most

sincere and ardent wish of seeing its relations with the Government of Great

Britain on a close and cordial footing, is willing to examine again whether the

aforesaid conviction was a well-founded one. The S panish Cabinet does,

therefore, not reject the request set forth by Her Britannic Majesty’s Govern-

ment ; it only defers its decision ther‘euPonuntil it has collected the necessary

data in order to ascertain Whether it will be possible for it to make the

declaration in question, without putting in jeopardy the sacred interests which
are intrusted to its loyalty. ' ' . ,

‘A delayfounded upon such a consideration, cannot but meet with the
approval of Her Britannic Majesty's Government. The Government of

Her Catholic Majesty, therefore, confidently trusts that the ties by which both

Governments are united, so far from being weakened, in the meantime will

acquire, if possible, greater strength and solidity.

The Undersigned, 8m. ' j ' ‘ ‘ '
' (Signed) , ' CLAUDO. ANTON. LUZURIAGA.
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Inclosure 2 in No. 436.

Lord Howden to Sefior Luzurz'aga.

Madrid, January 11, 1855.

THE Undersigned, &c., presents his respectful and cordial compli-
ments to Her Catholic Majesty’s First Secretary of State for Foreign Afi'airs,
and l'oses nota moment in acknowledging the receipt, this evening, of his

Excellency’s note of the'8th instant, and of thanking him sincerely for it.
The Undersigned does not hesitate to say, that in the many years he— has Been
at this Court, he has not received a eommunication from Her Catholic Majesty’s
Foreign Office which has given him more pleasure.

Sefior Luzuriaga rightly judges that neither the Undersigned nor the
Government Which employs him, can have the slightest Wish to urge the
Spanish people, for whom both have’so sincere arespect and affection, to do
any thing precipitately that can hurt their honour, their safety, or their
interest. The Undersigned, speaking in the name of his Government, and
fully trusting in the friendly assurances of Sefior Luzuriaga, will wait with
patience, because he waits with cenfidence, and he willingly leaves in the
hands of his Excellency the entreaty of England, the cause of humanity, and

the approbation of the world. .
The Undersigned, &c. .

(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

I No. 437.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My‘ Lord, ‘ Foreigh Ofiice, January 20, 1855.

I TRANSMIT herewith a printed translation of the Decree which was
issued by the Queen of Portugal, on the 25th of July, 1.842, declaring the crime

of Trading in Slaves to bepiracy in the kingdom ofPortugal and its dominions.
I inclose also a translation of the Decree of the 10th of December, 1836,

therein referred to, and I have to instruct your Lordship in any way you may

think expedient to call the attention of the Spanish Minister for Foreign
Affairs to the Decree of July 1842, and to express a hope that the Spanish

Government Will not remain behind, the Portuguese Government in a measure
of humanity and justice.

I am, Sac.
(Signed) , CLARENDON.

 

No. 438.

‘ The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howdeh.

My Lord, v Foreign Ofice, January 20, 1855.

WITH reference to Mr. Otway’s despatch of the 4th ,July‘, 1854a.
and to previous correspondence respecting the Spanish vessel “‘ Paquita‘,”
.which sailed from the Havana for London, in April last year, with the intention,
as was supposed, of being eVentually employed in the Slave Trade, I'have
to inform your Lordship that I requested the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury
to instruct the Board of Customsto cause the proceedings of that vessel to be
watched on her arrival in the port ofLondon ; and I have now been informed by
the Lords of the Treasury that the Commissitmers of CustOms have reported
that the “ Paqm‘ta ” sailed from London for Liverpool on the 18th of August
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last, and that she was on the 29th ultimo about to leave the Mersey for
Manilla With a legal cargo, and that the Customs authorities of Liverpool had
reported that there was no reason to suppose that she is at present about to
be employed in the Slave Trade.

.1 am, 8w.
(Signed) CLARENDON;

 

No. 439.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, January 20, 1855.
I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a. copy of a

despatch* Which I have received from Her' Majesty’s Consul-G‘reneral in Cuba,
inclosing a Decree which was published on the 19th of December by the
Captain—General of Cuba, directing that the owners of all the slaves in the
island are to provide their slaves With pass-tickets, Which are to be issued. and
registered by the proper authorities, and to be renewed half—yearly.

I am, 820.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 440.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Ho-wden.

My Lord, Foreign Oflice, January 20, 1855.
I HAVE received your despatch of the 12th instant, and I have to

inform you that I approve the note Which you addressed to Sefior Luzuriaga, in
reply to his communication of the 8th instant, on- the subject of the measures
proposed to be taken by the Spanish Government for the purpose of applying to
the Slave Trade the penalties attached to the crime of piracy.

I am, 8:0.
(Signed) ' CLARENDON.

 

N0. 441.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, _ Foreign Oflice, Febmm'y 2,1855.

WITH reference to your despatch of the 13th of December last,
respecting the statement made by Mr. Soulé as to the belief entertained by
the people of the United States that an arrangement had been concluded
between the British and Spanish Governments for the introduction of free
negroes in large numbers into Cuba; .1 transmit to your Lordship herewith a
copy of a 'deepatch]L from Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington, inclosing a
copy of a. note which he had addressed to the United States Secretary of State
on this subject,‘in conformity with instructions which I had transmitted to him V
to that effect. ' ‘ ' ‘ ’ ‘ '

I am, 8:6.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

* No. 538. t No. 627.

CLASS B.
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No. 442.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received February 6.)

My Lord, Madrid, January 24, 1855.

REFERRING to yourLordship’s despatchof the 13thFebruary of last year,*

and to previous correspondence respecting delay in furnishmg the Mixed Court

of Justice at the Havana with the lists of the emancipados and their liberation,

I have the honour to inclose translation of a note Which I have received

from Sefior Luzuriaga, in which his Excellency states that the engagements
of Her Catholic Majesty’s Government in these matters have been fulfilled.

I have, 8w.
(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

Inclosure in No. 442.

S efior Luzm‘iaga to Lord Howden.

(Translation.)
My Lord, Madrid, January 18, 1855.

UNDER date of the 17th February of last year, a communication was
addressed to the General Colonial Office, inclosing copy of your Lordship’s
note, dated, the 30th December, 1853, relative to the lists of emancipated
negroes in the Island of Cuba, which the British Government wished should be
furnished by the Captain-General of that colonial possession to the Mixed
Commission established at the Havana.

The aforesaid Colonial Office consequently applied to the abovementioned
functionary for the proper information upon the subject, and the latter has
replied stating that the emancipated negroes, and those Who are under contract
as free labourers, having been already mauumitted in conformity with the
regulations of the let January last, wherein the rights of the liberated slaves
are established, the stipulations contained in the Vth and VIth Articles of
Annex C to the Treaty of 1835, Which your Lordship invokes in your aforesaid
note of December 30, 1853, were consequently duly fulfilled.

Moreover, in another note of the 2lst of February of last year, your
Lordship called the attention of Her Catholic Majesty’s Government to the
necessity of the aforesaid Mixed Commission being furnished With a list of all
the emancipadds who might have received their letters of freedom by virtue of
the regulations of January 1st, above alluded to. This document must be in
possession of the British Government since it was transmitted to Lord
Clarendon by Her Catholic Majesty’s Charge d’Afi'aires in London, in his note
of the 2lst of March last.

I therefore consider the two points referred to in your Lordship’s notes of
the 30th December, 1853, and of let February last, as being thus settled to
the satisfaction of the Government of Which your Lordship is the worthy
Representative.

 

I have, 850.
(Signed) CLAUDO. ANTON. LUZURIAGA.

N05 443.

Lord Hamlen to the Earl of Clarendon.——(Received February 13.)

My Lord, Madrid, February 7, 1855.
IN obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch

of the 15th ultimo, I lost no time in communicating to Sefior Luzuriaga the
substitute of 3%" r. Doyle’s despatch to your Lordship relative to a scheme which
it would appear had been agreed upon between a Mexican officer named

'3'" See Class 13, presented 1854, No. 497.
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Jimenez and the house of Goicoria and Co. of the Havana, who had

engaged to furnish a body of 200 armed men and officers in order to assist in

making war upon the Indians of Yucatan, on condition that Messrs. Goicoria

and Co. should be enabled to send to Cuba. for their use any prisoners

taken in that war on payment of the sum of 15 dollars for each prisoner.

I have the honour to inclose to your Lordship translation of the answer

which I have received from his Excellency.
' I have, Szc.

(Signed) HOWDEN.

 

Inclosure in' No. 4'43.

Sefior Luzum'aga to Lord Howden.

(Translation.)
My Lord, Illadrid, February 1, 1855.

I HAVE had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s note dated the

22nd of January last, relative to the contract which is supposed to have been

concluded between the Mexican Government and the house of Messrs. Goicoria.

and Co. of the Havana, whereby the latter seems. to have engaged to

furnish a body of 200 armed men, in order to make war against the Indians of

Yucatan, on condition that the Yucatanese prisoners are to be placed at the

disposal of Messrs. Goicorie and Co. by whom they are to be transported

to the Island of Cuba, for the purpoge of making them work there to

the profit of the house in question.
Inclosed in your note your Lordshi'g has sent to me an extract from a

despatch from Mr. Doyle, the British Representative at Mexico, relative to the

same subject ; and after requesting that the proper orders be communicated to

the Captain-General of the Island of Cuba, directing him to prevent the

execution of the aforesaid undertaking within the territory under his command,

your Lordship adds, that if Her Majesty’s Government should permit the

inhabitants of Cuba to carry on a private warfare in a neighbouring State, such

a fact would justify the expeditions of the freebooters against that Colonial

Possession.
Before proceeding to reply to the essential part of your Lordship’s note,

I cannot abstain from chewing your Lordship’s attention upon the little or

rather no analogy at all Which exists between expeditions of the aforesaid kind

and the case which you pretend to set forth as an example which would justify

them.
The undertaking of the house of Goicoria, supposing the case of its

existence and of its being carried into effect, would have for its principal basis

the express consent of the Mexican Government, Which, in the free exereiSe of

its administrative power, would thus appear as the contractor of 200 armed men

for the account of a mercantile firm, as an auxiliary force, to assist in sub—

jecting to obedience a portion of the natives of the c0untry,——the Yucatan

Indians,—who are in open rebellion against the chief of the State ; Whilst the

piratical expeditions against the Island of Cuba have been acts perpetrated

against the sacred rights of sovereignty, which Her Catholic Majesty possesses

over her dominions—acts Which the Government resisted by main force, and

finally, acts tending to disturb order and public tranquillity in the aforesaid

Colonial Possession. I
This most reiiiarkahledifi'erence between the two ab0ve mentiOned cases

Will certainly not escape your Lordship’s well knewnggood sense; and I entertain

,no doubt that you will clearly perCeive the inefficiency and the 'iuapplicability

to the present case‘of the argument contained in the latter part of your note;
wherefore, omitting further observations, I proceed to reply to the principal

yoint. ,
According to the aforesaid extract from Mr. Doyle’s despatch,‘ the terms

of the Contract denounced by. your Lordship are not the same as those supposed

.by your Lordship in your note, since the proposal of the house of Goicoria,

Which is said to have been accepted by the Mexican Government, is confined. to

the fact of the house in question taking the engagement of paying to the

Treasury of the Republic, 20,000 dollars in two instalments, and receiving, 011
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payment of the first 10,000 dollars, the Yucatanese prisoners, who may be fit
for labour, existing in possession of the Mexieah Government, and subsequently,
(in payment of the other 10,000 dollars, rece1v1i1g the other prisoners who may
have been taken since the payment of the first instalment. . _ -

The origin of this pmposition, whichte‘ven Wlth the aforesaid mod1ficat10n,
is a reprehensible one, in the opinion of Her Catholics Magesty’s Government,
was, as appears from Mr. Doyle’s despatch itself, the failure of the efforts made
bya certain Don Tito Veeino, of whom Colonel Jlmenez, the author of the

aforesaid proposal, is supposed to be the agent, for the purpose of 1nducing
the Indians of Yucatan to enter into a voluntary contract as colonists for the
Island of Cuba, according~ t0 the conditions of a concession granted to that
efl'ect to the aforesaid Sefior Vecino. . '

Her Catholic Majesty’s Government, which was, in due tune, informed
of this concession, when it 'was only relative to voluntary contracts on the
part of the Indians of Yucatan, anticipating itself, to a. certain degree, the
wishes now expressed by the British Government on this subyect, and with
the object of clearly determining what would he the pos1t10n of the Ind1ans
of Yucatan in the Island of Cuba, made an official declaration to the Represen—
tative of the Mexican Republic at this Court, stating that the Indians in
questiOn would be subjected to the general regulations issued for the colonists
in the Royal. Order of the 22nd March, 185%, published in the ofi‘icial “Gazette”
No. 468.

It appears, according to Mr. Doyle’s statement, that the original concession
obtained by Vecino, has been subsequently converted into a contract, which is
repulsive to every humane feeling and tending to the destruction of the
Yucatanese race ; but Her Majesty’s Government, although it reprobates such
a scheme as much as it is reprobated by the Government of Her Britannia
Majesty, possesses no other means of action, to prevent its execution, than those
emanating from the aforesaid Royal Order relative to the colonists in Cuba.
According to this Royal Order, it is required, for the importation of colonists
into that island, that such colonists shall exhibit the contract they may have
made with the importer; and certainly, it will not be possible for any contractor
who may have seized a certain number of Yucatan Indians by force of arms,
or purehased them for a sum of money, without their own consent, to fulfil the
above—mentioned indispensable legal requisite. Moreover, the Yucatan Indians,
as well as any other colonists, from Wheresoever they may come, from the
moment they tread on the territory of Cuba, are placed under the protection
of the laws which prohibit their being reduced to slavery; and thus, without
any eSpecial measures being required, it becomes impossible that Schemes like
the one which has alarmed the philanthropieal feelings of Great Britain, can ,be
carried into effect in the dominions of Her Catholic Majesty.

Beyond these limits, I do not consider it possible for Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment to make anefficient opposition to the execution of the enterprise referred
'to by your Lordship, because, if the Government of Mexico is willing to enter
into an illicit trafiic, in regard to the Yucatanese prisoners, the' Government of
Spain is not bound to interfere in it, since there is no international stipulation
or cempa'ct Whatever which authorizes the latter to do so; nor is it possible
for it to prevent Spanish subjects from taking part, With the express consent
of the chief of the Mexican Republic; in a war which he wages, Within his own
territory, against individuals declared by him to be rebels.

As a precautionary measure, however, a transcript of your Lordship’s note
and of its inclosure, will be sent to the Gaptain—General of the Island of Cuba,
in order that he may watch With special care over the rigorous fulfilment of the
regulations relative to the admission of colonists from Yucatan; and I trust
that your Lordship being fully convinced of the liberal and humane principles
which Her Majesty’s Government professes, will entertain .no doubt of its
decision to oppose itself, as far as it is in its power, to all acts Which are not
consistent with those principles.

I avail, 8w. ,
(Signed) CLAUDO. ANTON. LUZURIAGA
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No} 444.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Oflice, February 21, 1855.

WITH reference to previous correspondence; I transmit to your Lordship

herewith for your information, a copy of a further despatch* Which I have

received from Her Majesty’s ConsuI-General in Cuba on the question of the

Slave Trade being declared piracy by the Spanish Government.
I am, Szc.

( Signed) CLARENDON.1

 

No. 445.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, February 21, 1855.

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 24th ultimo,

inclosing a copy of a note from Seiior Luzuriaga, in which his Excellency states,

that a proper list of the emancipados in Cuba has been furnished to Her Majesty’s

Government, I have to state to you that the document alluded to by Sefior

Luzuriaga as having been sent in by M. Comyn was not that Which was asked

for in my despatch of the 13th February, 1854, as that document was merely a

rough account of the number of slaves emancipated, and does not answer the

description contained in Articles V and VI of Annex C to the Treaty of

June 28th, 1835. ‘Nhat is required is, that the Captain—General of Cuba

should furnish the Mixed Commission Court at the Havana With half—yearly

returns of the emancipados, in accordance with those Articles.

' I transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch'i' on this subject

from Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge at the Havana, from Which it appears

that the Captain-General has promised that the lists required shall be furnished

regularly ; and if this promise shall be punctually fulfilled, Her Majesty’s

Government Will have no further request to make on the subject.
I am, 810.

(Signed) CLARENDON;

 

No. 446.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofiice, February 28, 1855.

I TRANSMIT‘ herewith, for. your JLordehip’sinformation, a capy of ‘ a

despatchj: which I have addressed to Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba,

instructing him to make some observations to the Captain-G‘eneral respecting

the large number ofwslaves Which have been imported into Cuba during last year.
I am, &c.

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

46 No. 546. + See cxass A, No. 40. 1 No. 543.
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No. 447.

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofiice, February 28, 1855.

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a.

despatclvie which I have received. from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul—

General in Cuba, inclosing a Decree issued by the Captain-General, on the

28th of December last, prolonging the terms of service during which the

emancipados are bound to work as apprentices before they are entirely

liberated. ‘ _

I inclose, also, for your information, a ecpy of a despatch'f Which I have

addressed to Mr. Crawford, instructing him to make a representation to the
Captain-General respecting this Decree.

I am, &c.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 4465.

The Earl Qf Clarendon to Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofice, March 9, 1855.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 28th ultimo,I inclosing a copy of a
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Cuba respecting the condition
of the emancipados in that island, I transmit to you a copy of a further

despatch§ which I have received from Mr. Clrawford, upon the same subj ect, from

which your Lordship will perceive, that under the regulations established
by the Spanish authorities, the emancipados are not only allotted for certain
periods of service, but are paid at a rate much inferior to the wages they

would be able to earn as free labourers, and from which small allowance a large
proportion is deducted as a contribution to the fund of the emancipados.

As an illustration of the manner in which the so-called “ emancipated”
negroes are treated in Cuba, I also transmit to your Lordship a copy of a
despatchll from Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge at the Havana, giving the
history of a negress named Angela, Who applied to him for his assistance to
obtain her entire freedom.

It appears from Mr. Backhouse’s statement, that this poor woman ought to
have been freed in 1848, after having served a period of five years after her
capture; but that after a further servitude of upwards of five years more, she
was again assigned for another year.

And I have to instruct your Lordship to call the attention of the Spanish

Go'vernment to the condition and prospects of the emancipados, and to
represent it to them as a matter well worthy of their humane and favourable
consideration. ‘ ,

I am, 360.
(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

No. 449.

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 28.)

My Lord, Madrid, March 23, 1855.

IN a session of the Cortes of the 8th instant, and on the occasion of a.
question being addressed to Sefior Luzuriaga, Minister for Foreign Affairs, on
the circumstances attending the late conspiracy in Cuba, his Excellency made
the accompanying declaration respecting slavery in that island.

, I have, &c. ,
(Signed) HOWDEN.
 

# No. 544. 1? No. 549. 1: No. 447. § No. 550. H See Class A, No. 41.
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Inclosure in No. 449.

Extract of Sefior Luzurz'aga’s speech in the Session of the Cortes of

‘ March 8, 1855. . .

(Translation)
THE gentlemen deputies ought always to bear in mind, that in every

question connected with the Island of Cuba, there is invariably a, latent cause, of

'impulsion—a cause which we all overlook, and of which we all may eventually

become innocent instruments, and which, therefore, requires, on our part, great-

circumspection and' reserve whenever we are to deliberate on matters connected

with that isla.11d_-the circumstance which may, at present, give rise to some

apprehension, is the spirit of annexation to a neighbouring State, by which a. few

turbulent persons are animated. But, gentlemen, this tendency would not be a,

dangerous one if it were not associated with another idea.——The idea of annex—

ation is always coupled With the conviction, that by this means the continuation

of slavery in the Island of Cuba'will be secured. Let this circumstance not be

lost sight of, nor that all landed and agricultural property, which constitute the

only and great source of wealth of that island, depends on the preservation

of slavery, and that, consequently, whenever this principle appears to be

endangered, the landed proprietors become alarmed, and naturally feel inclined

to side with those who offer a greater security to this principle.

Gentlemen, whenever the question of slavery is mooted, the feelings of

philanthropyand other considerations Which are inseparable from this iclea,hecome

naturally excited. But it is necessary to bear in mind one thing, namely, that

the Island of Cuba can only cease from being an integral portion of the Spanish

territory by one of the two following means—either by emancipation, which

would; be the thorough extermination of the white race, that is to say, of all

Spaniardsand natives of the island of European origin, or by annexation ; and,

by this latter means, those persons who hold slavery in the greatest abhorrence,

would not succeed in seeing it abolished. Her Majesty’s Government is, there—

fore, determined to maintain the Treaties which prohibit the Slave Trade, and to

execute them with fidelity and sincerity; and it 'can‘assert, thatthey are and will

continue to be faithfully and rigorously executed. But at the same time, gentle-

men, Her Majesty’s Government entertains the intimate conviction that slavery

is a necessity and an indispensable condition for the existence of landed property

in the Island of Cuba ; and it has only anticipated. the feelings of the gentlemen

deputies by giving to the natives and landed proprietors of the island in ques-

tion, the assm'ance that no one has the intention of attacking that principle.

 

No. 450. .

Lord Howden to the Earl of Clarendon.f—(Received‘ March 28.)

My Lord, Madrid, March 3, 1855.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship, translate

tions of two notes which , I have received from Her Catholic Majesty’s

Secretary of State for Fereign Affairs; the one relative to the capture of 257

Bozal negroes in the district of the Island of Pines, and of 23 sailors who‘had

been mixed up in this transaction ; and the other, also relative to ‘the capture,”

in the jurisdiction of Bahia Honda, of 263 coloured Africans, and the arrest of

the .Sub-delegate of Marine, Don Ramon Clavel y Samante, Who had rendered

himself suspicious to the Spanish authorities for his conduct on the occasion.

I have addressed a note to Seiior Luzuriaga, in reply, thanking his Excel—

lency for these communications, and stating, that I felt convinced that Her

Majesty’s Government would learn With much satisfaction these proofs of the

zeal and good. faith with which that of Spain is' determined to fulfil its Treaty

Stipulations. ‘
' ' I have, 8w.
(Signed) HOWDEN.
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Inclosure 1 in No. 450.

Sefior Luzuriaga to Lord Howden.

(Translation)
My Lord, Madfid, March 9, 1855.

THE Captain-General of the Island, of Cuba has transmitted to this
office, through the General Colonial Oflice, a legalized copy of the. summary
investigation instituted by the Military Commander of the Island of Pines, in
consequence of a disembarkation of Bozal negroes whlch had taken piace in
that district; and from these papers it appears that 257 of the aforesaid
ne roes have been seized and declared to be free by the above-mentioned
Superior Authority of the Island of Cuba, and that twenty-three sailors who
seemed to be implicated in the landing of those negroes have been arrested.

I hasten, therefore, to communicate to your Lordship this new proof of
the zeal of the authorities of the Island of Cuba, trusting that it will be duly
appreciated by the British Government.

’ I have, &c.
(Signed) CLAUDIO ANTON. LUZURIAGA.

 

Inclosure 2 in-lfl'o. 450.

Sefior Luzuriugw to Lord Howde-n.

(Translation)
My Lord, Mhdrid, March 9, 1855?.

THE General Colonial Office has transmitted to this office four legalized
copies of an equal number of summary investigations instituted in consequence
of several seizures of Bozal negroes which have taken piace in the district of
Bahia-Honda (Island of Cuba); and, from these papers it appears, that the
number of coloured Africans who have been captured by the Spanish
authorities amounts to 263, and that the Sub—delegate of Marine, Don Ramon
Clavel y Samante, has been arrested on suspicion of remissness in the fulfil-
ment of his duty in regard to the landings pf the aforesaid Africans.

The negroes captured in the above-mentioned district have been declared \
to be free, and placed under the care of persons who will teach them the
principles of the Christian Religion, and every one of the other stipulations
concerning them, contained in the Treaty (pf 1835, will be strictly fulfilled.

On bringing these facts to your Lordehip’s knowledge I trust, that you
Will communicate them to the British Government, calling its attention to the
activity and perseverance with which the Slave Trade is now persecuted.

I avail, 8w.
(Signed). CLAUDIO AN'I‘ON. LUZURIAGA.

 

No. 451.

The Earl of Claremlan‘ta Lord Howden.

My Lord, Foreign Ofiice, March 30,1855.

WITH reference to my despatch of the 15th of January and to
your LordShip’s 0f the 7th of February, respecting the transportation
of Indian prisoners from Yucatan to Cuba, 1 transmit herewith copies of
further despatches*‘ relative to this afl‘air which I have received from '
Mr. Crawford and Mr. Doyle, by which you will learn, that at the beginning
of February, 135 of these Indians had arrived at Havana, and had been
admitted by the Captain-General as free colonists under the Spanish law of
colonization of the 22nd of March, 1854.

Ihave to instruct your Lordship to communicate the substance of the
inclosed papers to the Spanish Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and to

‘~" Nos. 27], 551, and 554.
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call his Excellency’s attention more particularly to the terms of the Contract ‘

No. 1 between the Mexican Government and Calonel Jimenez, and also to

the answer returned by the Governor of Yucatan on the 16th of December

last to a petition from twenty-nine of the Indians in question, which

documents are inclosed in Mr. Crawford’s despatch of the 3rd ultimo, and,

the contents of which clearly prove that these men were prisoners and not

voluntary emigrants.
You will point out, that consequently'the Spanish law-of 1854, respecting

the introduction of colonists into Cuba, has been openly violated with regard to

the Indians in question ; and you will state, that the frauds which have been

committed in this case call urgently for the interference of the Spanish

Government in order to put an end to this system of forced emigration from

Yucatan.
I am &c.,

(Signed) CLARENDON.

 

CLASS B.
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No. 452.

Consul—Geneml Crawford to the Earl of CZarendon.-—-(Received‘April 1.)

My Lord, Havana, March 8, 1854.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch dated the 14th of January,ale transmitting to me a eopy of the
answer returned by the Spanish Minister for Foreign Afl'alrs, to two
notes which, in pursuance of your Lordship’s directions, Her Majesty’s
Charge d’Afl‘aires at Madrid addressed to M. Calderon de la Barea; on the
23rd of October and on the 1st of November, respecting the landings of Bozal
negroes. In obedience to your Lordship’s'direction, I have made further
inquiry into these three cases, and I have now the honourrof reportlng to your
Lordship, that I am quite satisfied 0f the fact that the landings at all three
places did occur at the time I denounced them to the then Captain-Genera] ; the
only difference being, with respect to the elaVerwhich effected the disembar-
kation at the Ensenada de Cortez, that instead- Of her burning a-ground near
to the remains of the other two (the “Jasper ”and the “ Nuwa Empresa ”), she
drifted away and sank out at sea; but the Ensenada de Cortez having been
examined by Her Majesty’s ofiicers, Commander Napier has pointed out tot,
me the place Where the two wrecks are lying still, but now hardly (visible
above water, and I am enabled to lay before your Lordship a sketch of their
position, situated not a mile from the main land of that part of the island.

Ihope that my qualification of such acts in denouncing them to the
Captain-General may not be considered as nnwarrantable, when it is borne
in mind that there has been such repeated violation of the law at the same
place, and that four successive commissions Which were dispatched for the
purpose of investigating the circumstances had not been able to discover any
traces of the slaves which had been landed, nor evidence to prove the con—
nivance of the authorities at such audacious acts of the siavers, and had it
not been for the discovery of the crew of the “ Jasper,” and that of the twenty
men belonging to the “ Nuew Empresa,” who were accidentally fallen in with
and captured by the officer Who was sent in, charge of the six missing sailors
of the “Jasper,” the efforts of these repeated commissions might have passed for
proof that no such expeditions of slaves had ever arrived at the Ensenada de
Cortez, and the connivance of the local authorities could not well have been
called in question. I am, however, enabled to prove by the declaration of
two of the British subjects who were on board the “ Jasper,” which I have
now the honour of transmitting to your Lordship, that there was mostcornplete
con‘niva-nce of the authorities and inhabitants of that part of the island; in
the first place with regard to the landing of the negroes, and in the second
place, for the concealment of the sailors for so long a time; so that it is notto
be wondered at With such'a'combination of infamy, that the ends. of justice
were defeated as they were, and that all the parties have gone unpuniShed.

The negroes from the “ Jasper” were landed by boats, or launches from
the shore, as well- as ’by the ship’s launch ; there were two white men in
the shore boats, the rest were negroes; the ship was burnt within a mile of
the shore, the Englishmen and Americans belonging to the crew were landed
and taken to a place at some distance to the westward, from thence to an

* See Ci’ass B, presented 1854, No. 635.
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estate inland, afterwards to one of the cays, and ultimately they were brohght

across the island (six of them) on horseback to the north side. '

I need not observe to your Lordship that :11! this could not be done

without conniVance of the authorities, in such a country; and besides the

British and American seamen’s declaration to which ‘I have now alluded, I'

would refer M. Calderon de la Barca to the whole proceedings carried out

before the Royal Audiencia upon the trial of Lieutenant-Governor Ayllon and
these sailors, to which I had occasion to refer in my despatch of the 5th ultimo,
an extract from which I beg leave hereto transcribe. ’

In answer to your Lerdship’s direction that I should state whether I wrote
to the Gapta’in-General, “ I knew that the remains of the burnt vessel were

visible”—-I beg leave to inclose herewith a copy of my letter» to the Captain;

General of the 30th of September, in which I stated to his Excellency, not

that I knew it, but that the three burnt hulks may now “ be found near to each

other,” &c.; but, as I have now stated to your Lordship, the last of the three

having floated off from the shoal and drifted out to sea, the remains of two
'are only to be found at this time, and they are gradually disappearing, as
Commander Napier informs me, by the usual process of decay and the plunder
of the wreckers and neighbouring inhabitants. » '

I have, 8m. ' ' .
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 452.

[Sketch]

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 452.

Declarations.

Declarations ofCharles WilliamHersey and Charles Robinson, British subjectS,

who were sailors on board the American barque “Jasper,” made at
Havana, before Joseph Tucker Crawford, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul-
General.

CHARLES WILLIAM HERSEY a native of Yarmouth, Nova Scotia,

and Charles Robinson, anatiVe of Canada, declared that they were on board the

barque “ Jasper,” that they shipped at New York under the belief that she was
going on a lawful voyage to the coast of Africa and back to New York, the

voyage not to exceed eleven months. Arrived first at Elmina and went from
thence to‘Cape Coast, trading their rum, tobacco, 8.20., for ivory; from Cape

Coast they went to Elmina (Chica), where they discharged the most ofthe eargo,

and a supercargo left them. ' There were three of them on board when‘they left”

New York. From Little Elm‘ina they went to a place about tWenty-four

hours run to the southward, the name of which they do not know, and abOut

three miles to the southward of that the slaves were brought alongside at

sundown in Canoes, when Captain Townshend called the crew‘ into the Cabin
and told ’them-,'that he had sold the vesse’lvthree days previously, and that he

could not protect them any longer, be asked them What they were going to
do,‘ that if they went on shore they Would surely be killed by the natives ; 'he

toidtheni, that ‘if they were taken by a man-of-war they had only to say that
they were passengers, and they would be all free. Deponents and the others
did not know what to do, and in less than two hours the Spaniards slipped the
vessel’s cable, and they found themselves ‘at sea. They‘rdid hot seehany

cruizer‘or other vessel till‘the‘y arrived at the south side of this island, ”at a

place called Punta de Cartas, where they took a pilot to take them further to
the westward; Running to the westward the ship grounded on a shoal, which

lays about ‘a mile from the main land, where she stuck, and'they tried for

three days to get her off. . '

‘ " The negroes (about 450 to the best of deponents knowledge), were all
taken out by boats from the shore and the ship’s launch, the first morning
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after the ship got on shore ; the boats from the shore had two white men in
them, the rest were negroes. The Spanish Captain went on shore and got

the boats which came for the slaves ; do not know his name, but heard him

called‘Don José; he went away with the negroes and they did not see him for
.about a fortnight; he then came to them at the place where theywere concealed,
and told them, that he was going to have them sent to Havana, after which he

Went away and they saw no more of him.
The crew (Americans and English)‘ were taken from the vessel to the

shore on the third night after she grounded, and before they reached the shore

they set the ship on fire, it was the Spaniards from the shore who set fire to

the ship; do not know by whose orders she was burnt; these English and

Americans were told that they must leave the ship because a steamer was

expected that would capture them, so they must keep out of the way till she

was gone, when they would go back; but there was no ship to go to the next

day for she was burnt in the meantime in the manner described.

These deponents were taken from the place where they were landed on
the main land of the island, to a place about three leagues further on to the

westward to a fishing place where they were lodged, they were accompanied

by the Spanish mate whose name was Ignacio; they were at that place for

about fourteen days; after which they were conducted to a plantation inland,

where they were kept for about two months, and they were then taken to Cayo
San Felipe for nineteen days when they were re—conducted to the same
plantation inland for abbut a month, and then on horses they crossed the
island to the north side on to a plantation, at that place they got a boat and
came inside the Colorados towards Havana, when they were taken at a place

called Portuguese point, and brought prisoners to Havana.
The twenty men who were captured about three leagues from where they,

Hersey and his companions, were hidden at the plantation on the south side

of the island belonged to a schooner also a slaver which landed her cargo

after those of the “Jasper,” and that schooner was burnt close beside the

“Jasper,” where the wrecks of both vessels are still to be seen.

Havana, March 4, 1854.
hi

(Signed) CHARLES >2 ROBINSON.
mark

his ‘

CHARLES W. N HERSEY.
mark. ,

 

Inclosure 3 in No. 452.

Estractfrom the Proceedings against the parties implicated in'the (Zisembtn‘lration
‘ of Bozal negroes m theJurisdiction of, Pinter del Rio, Island of Cuba.

(Translation.) 7 V y ' ' June 1853.

-; THEFiscal, to whom the antecedents in this case were passed, states,
thatihad the circumstances been made knoWnr opportunely .to the Audiencia,
ingall probability the steps which were taken for the correction-of this crime
would not have been fruitless ; but nearly two months having been allowed to
pass, it will not be so easy to obtain a useful result. . . , ,

, This. opinion was given upon the case at the time the.._Captain~General
thought proper, after dealing with it himself for two months, to pass it to the
Royal Audiencia, and after a commission from the ~Royal~ Audiencia 'had
been sent to Bailen and had failed to obtain proofs .of any kind, as the Fiscal
had predicted. ; yahat learned authority delivers his judgment-as follows on—
the 15th of October last :—- _‘ « i , i .. , . .

I do not consider that either the superior authorities or their subalterns
are «free of all suspicion. It is true, he says, that if so much vigilance had
been constantly exercised, either the disembarkation would not have taken
place, or it would have come to the knowledge of the superior authorities
sufficiently soon that measures might have been taken for the apprehension-of
the negroes and the guilty parties. , . -

His Honour cannot free Colonel Ayllon from the suspicions which
appear against him, but as the proofs are not sufficient his Honour can ask no
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more that for his negligence these proceedings shall be suspended with a severe

reprehension, and the payment of part of the costs, which shall be recovered

from him equally as from Don José Perez (the Captain Pedaneo), in whose

district the negroes were landed.
But, notwithstanding this opinion of the Fiscal, the Royal Audiencia,-

first division, composed of the judges Buelta, Majoorata, and Harqua ,

suspended the proceedings against Colonel Ayllon and Don Jose Perez,

without any punishment of them whatever. ' ' ’ ' ‘

 

Inclosure 4 iii No. 452.

Consul—Geneml Crawfordrto the‘ Captain- General of Cuba.

Sir, ‘ i Havana, September 30, 1853.

I REGRET exceedingly that it should again have become my disagreeable

duty to complain to your Excellency; and, in obedience to the instructions

which I have from Her Majesty’s Government, to remonstrate seriously against

such repeated importations of. Bozal negroes into this island, contrary'to the

provisions of the existing Treaties for suppression of the Slave Trade. ,

On Thursday the 15th instant, a schooner whose name I have not ascer-

tained, arrived at the Cayo de Cortez, in the Ensenada of that name, With 180

Bozal negroes, and immediately proceeded to land them. These negroes

were forthwith taken to the hacienda “ Grifa ” belonging to .Don Luis

Pimienta, from whence they I'lavve beensell-ing quite publicly by the consignee

of the cargo, Don Pio Diaz. . . a .

The schooner, which it appears belonged to a merchant whose name is

Calvo, was burnt in the same manner as the two former slave-vessels at the

Cayos, and the three burnt hulks may now be found near to each other, the

group forming a most insuiting memento of the disregard which has been

shown to the law in these instances. ’ ' '

The crew of the schooner which brought these slaves, I am enabled to

inform your Excellency, were embarked on Saturday the 17th instant, on

board of the coasting steamer “ Concha,” and were brought to Batabano

accompanied by a person known at Punta de Cartas, Where the crew» embarked

on board the “ Concha,” as the Baron Pimienta, a son of Don Luis, who came

for the purpose of receiving a large sum of money, which he got, and took

back with him from said Calvo, and Which sum of money, stated to have been

about 200 ounces in gold, it is said, was distributed by Don Pio Diaz in

gratifications. _ h V _

Such, your Excellency, is the information which I have received of this

transaction froma sure source, andI hasten to place it within your Excellency’s

knowledge for such purpose as may be deemed expedient, , ‘

‘ , ‘ . I have, Sac. . s ‘

(Signed). , JOS. T, CRAWFORD.

 

‘ . i No. 453. _ ‘ .

Consul-Ge-neral Oraugfortl t0 the EM] of Clarendonr—(Recéivecl‘April 1.)

‘My Lord, - _ Havana, March‘s; 1854;. ‘ '

' I HAVE thehbndur of acquainting your Lordship that I. receiVed by

the last packet an official ietter from his Excellency the Governor, of Jamaica;

a copy of which I have now the honour of transmitting herewith to your

Lordship, and having in consequence addressed a communication to the

Captain—‘General upon the subject of Sir Henry Barkly’s despatch, I beg

leave to lay that correspondence before your Lordship, by which it appears
that nearly all the freed einancipados have engaged themselves as free servants

under the regulations prescribed by the Marquis Pemela,~who had promised

that the Governor of Jamaica’s invitation shall be proposed to the few who are

remaining not yet come in from distant places of the interior, but that there
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is but little prospect of their being desirous of emigrating to Jamaica for the
reasons mentioned in the Political Secretary’s letter, the difference of language,
usages, and customs which they had acquired by a long residence here.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ' JOS. T CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 453.

Consul— General Crawford to the Captain- General of Cuba.

Havana, February 28, 1854.

HIS Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, the Governor of Jamaica, to whom
I communicated your Excellency’s Decree granting freedom to all the emanci-
pados, has addressed to me a despatch dated the 25th ultimo, in Which he
informs me that he has received “ addresses from both branches of the legis—
lature requesting him to ascertain'to what extent the negroes thus emanci-
pated would be available as free emigrants to that island; and his Excellency
adds that no country in the world can offer superior advantages as an asylum
and home for the African race.” '

At the Governor’s request, therefore, I beg leave to submit this matter to
your Excellency’s consideration, in case it should be deemed expedient in any
degree to avail of Sir Henry Barkly’s proposition, and that any of the freed
emancipados should with your Excellency’s sanction, be disposed to emigrate
to Jamaica.

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 2 in No. 453.

The Secretary to the Oaptain—General of Cuba to Consul—General Crawford.

(Translation.) , March 3, 1854.
HIS Excellency the Governor and Captain-General has received your

Honour’s communication of the 28th of February last, in which the proposition
of the Governor of Jamaica is made known to him, respecting the ‘freed
emancipados of this island who wish to pass over to that place ; and his Excel—
lency having informed himselfthereof, desires me to say to your Honour, as I
do, that by virtue of the Ordinance recently published by his Excellency
the emancipados to whom you refer have contracted themselves with the
employers whom they chose, a small number of them only remaining who
have not been engaged because they are at places in the interior of the island.
To those, his Excellency will take measures for this proposition beino' made
known in case they wish to accept it, as they cannot be forced toodo so.
But it does not seem probable they will avail of it, when it is considered that
they having been here for years, having acquired the language, usages, and
customs of the Spaniards, they will refuse to change all this suddenly, by
transferring themselves to a country to them totally unknown, which, as your
aHonour knOWS, has been the case with some of those whom this Government
nas found it convenient to send to Jamaica, and who have asked with
success that they should not be obliged to abandon that which they look upon
as their true home. ‘

. . I repeat, &c. ,
(Signed) JOSE ESTEVAN.
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Inclosure 3, in No. 453.

, The Governor of Jamaica to Consul- General Crawford.

Sir, » King’s House, January 25, 1854.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of 20th

ultimo, communicating the arrival of the new Captain—General of Cuba, the

Marquis de la Pezuela, and the promulgation by his Excellency of a Decree
giving liberty to the emancipados. :

I am sorry to learn that this Decree is not complete enough in its provi-

sions to be likely to prove satisfactory to Her Majesty’s Government.
One of the newspapers of this island has published what purports to be a

translation of it, which has attracted much attention here, and I have in conse-
quence received addresses from bothtbranches of the legislature requesting me
to ascertain to what extent the negroes thus emancipated would be available as

free emigrants to Jamaica. , '
You are so well aware that no country in the world can offer superior

advantages as an asylum and a home for the African race, that it is unneces-
sary for me to enlarge upon the point, nor need I do more than remind you how

highly any services you may be able to render in such a matter would be
appreciated by Her Majesty’s Government.

I have, 8w.
(Signed) HENRY BARKLY.

 

Inclosure 4 in No. 453.

Consul-General Crawford to the Governor of Jamaica.

Sir, - Havana, March 9, 1854.

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Excellency’s
despatch of the 25th. of January, and, in consequence addressed a communi—
cation upon the subject of the freed emancipados to his Excellency the
Captain—General ; and I have now the honour of transmitting . herewith a copy
thereof, and of the Political Secretary’s answer, by desire of the Marquis de

la. Pezuela, by which your Excellency will perceive that nearly all the freed
emancipados have engaged themselves here under the regulations prescribed

by the Captain—General, who has promised, however, that your Exeellency’s

invitation shall be proposed to the few who are remaining not yet come in
from distant places in the interior ; but that he thinks there is little prespect of

their being desirous of emigrating to Jamaica. because of the difl'erence of the
language, usages, and customs which they have acquired by a long residence
here. - I have, &c. L ,

(Signed) JOS. T.v CRAWFORD.

 

No.‘ 454. V _ ,

C(msul- General Crawford to the Earl of Clarendoni—(Receivéd April 1.) I

‘My Lord, ‘ I » ‘ v_ y ‘ Havana, Marbh 9, 1854. ,
_ I HAVE the honour of transmittingherewith inelosed to your Lordship,
a copy of the defence which was put in by M. Costalas, the Counsel appointed
for the three British sailors, Charles. Robinson, William Hersey, .and' John
,ltatclifi'e, who were on. board the slaver “Jasper,” and also a copy 'of the defini-
tive sentence putting them and their companidns, the six Americans, at liberty; '
, , I ,I am told. that therehasybeen-no ineonsiderablelegal ingenuity» displayed
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in the management of these proceedings, so as to admit of the results which

have been arrived at in the acquittal of the Spanish officers impheated, and the

discharge from prison of the British and American seamen, showmg that 1t was

impossible to obtain the declarations of any witnesses to prove that any negroes

had ever been landed, consequently the impunity of all and everybody who had

to do with the transaction, and yet here were nine men who came over .in

the ship from which upwards of. 400 slaves were landed, who_ declare that they

were so landed, and that their ship was burnt close to the mamland of the place

in this island where she grounded. .

Under such circumstances, my Lord, I venture to assert that nowhere else

in the world could such atransaction have taken place.

I have now to report that Hersey and Ratclifl’e have embarked, by Her
Majesty’s ship “Vest. 1,” sailed for Bermuda and Halifax; but Robmson, who

is a Canadian, having his relations residing in the United States, has preferred

remaining on board the American steamer-of—war. “ Fulton,” now 1n this

harbour. , i ,
I have, &c. ,

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.

 

Inclosure 1 in No. 454.

Translation of the principal points of defence of the British Seaman who were
on board the “ Jasjmz”

THAT there are no data in this proeess for considering the three sailors
accomplices in the introduction of Bozal negroes.

The legal facts are wanting in this process; the corpo de delz'cto is wantino‘.

There has been no capture of the negroes who are said to have been introduced;

not one of them has been found; the names of the outfitters, 0f the captain,

of the mate, and of the crew, are not known ; and of the ship herself, not even
the fragments have they found, &c.

Not a single witness has been met with; all of them‘ say, that they know

nothing about it; and if nothing of all that has been said about this affair
appears in a judicial \ 'ay, where then is the corpo (lc (Zelicto?

However vehement may be the conjectures, they do not amount to proofs:
we look for theSe amongst the pages of the process, and do not find them ;" we
take more pains to 100k for them, and the only thing we find is the declaration
of the Americans, proving that they have been the victims, but nothing more.
These declarations are not the confession ‘of crime, nor are they sufficient for
their condemnation, as we shall, demonstrate. ‘

The law requires clearness in the proofs, and there is nothing of this
in the analysis; the legal fact is wanting, and without this no punishment
can be inflicted. '

The law requires proofs, not suspicions, whereon to condemn. V
The practice of our Courts is, to absolve the prosecuted when his criminality

is not proved, although it is evident that the crime has been committed ; which
is as much as to say, that the means of investigation have not been efficacious
to demonstrate the reslionsibility of the party proceeded against; but in this
case there is even less than this, because, in the voluminous summary, it is not
proved that negroes were introduced, which is the occasion of the process.

' The Slave Trade, so immoral and barbarous, which makes cf man a
merchandize, which degrades and makes vile those who engage in it, has found
numerous followers, as the Fiscal acknowledges, and seldom have the tribunal’s
authority reached to disperse the clouds and darkness with which the love of
gain, corruption, and daring, serve to envelop this crime, which reason and the
law of humanity condemn. . v v

By this your Highness may see how, in the official letter at folio 1, the
Administrator of the Revenues at Mantua asserts, that there were notorious
rumours of 280 negroes having been introduced at the Punto 'de Bailen, but
that not a single person attested it; so that there is not a. single word written
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in these pages, excepting the declarations of the seamen, which deals with this

fact, so that the citations of Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul for that reason

(theefl'ects 0f the Slave'Trade) were completely negative, and for the same

reason the 607120 de delicto has not been proved. -
We must not, however, deduce from this, as the Fiscal has put it in his -

opinion, that the country is in favour of the introduction (of Africans. The

same thing happens upon the investigation of the gravest actions ; there are

those w‘ho see, who were present, who know, who refer to, and who, in private,

assert, and can give an account of the smallest particulars, but who will say

nothing, know nothing, and are ignorant of everything, when they are called

up judicially. ' - -
UnfOrtunately, to the law, as a civil institution, there is attached a certain

dread, which is unlucky, because its fruit is, that crimes go unpunished, and

leaves in inaction the powerful arm of the tribunals. ,

To this custom, which has its origin in ignorance and error, and which will

cease with the effects of illustration, is owing the profound silence which is

observable, and the want of data for judicial decisions; and can it be said, for

this, that the country where this happens is in favour'of the impunity of crime;

that it loves and foments crime? . -

Most certainly not: evils there are whose root is inthe being of the people,

and the people receive an education, socially, which influences their private or

intellectual, as well as their habits and all their actions; and it is not possible

to mark this influence which, notwithstanding, they feel and notice in all

their acts. ‘ ,

For the legislator, for the jurisconsult, and for these and for the humblest

observer, there are never wanting special cases. The obscurity of this summary,

the sterile result of the infinite number of measures taken. Silence and

denial working against the activity and perseverance of the Magistrate do

not prove that the country is in favour of the introduction of, Africans, nor

for the infraction of the Treaties whose observance they so much try to

fulfil.
John Radcliffe, Charles Robinson, and William Hersey, are not accomplices,

in the introduction of the 280 negroes; they are victims and not delinquents,

deceived and not deceivers. , '
There is not any article of the Penal-Law which comprehends their case;

they were not captured either at sea or onshore in the committal of the crime,
nor did their vessel go out from this island ; no negroes have been captured.

Excepting in their own declarations, there is not the slightest indication .of the
expedition. Outfitters and captain have taken, astheir confessiOn of crime, the
very exception which would free them, unless,‘ indeed, they had obtained proof
of the disembarkation.

That they sailed from New York, as sailors on board the American harque

“Jasper,” to Africa, upon a voyage of. lawful commerce: that, as soon as they
saw the negroes on board, they refused to continue the voyage, but they could
obtain nothing, owing to the distance they were from the place where they had

a Consul of their nation; that they were ‘brOught to the south of this island;
that inaiboat they were taken to Cay’o Eubias, the captain, mate, and those

employed in the vessel, having gone away; that those others set fire to the
vessel; and that, in their endeavours to obtain assistance at Cape Antonio,

they were made prisoners, and taken to the steamer “ Guadalquiver.” This is
what they say in their declarations. Cite, therefore, any Article the most
adapted, even of the penal law, and in none of them is the present case
comprehended. _

The only charges which, at folios 376, 378,. and 413, are made against

them, are not only answered, but they are overwhelmed. .

Why did they continue the voyage (they say to them) when they already

knew the object, and so cooperate in. the prohibited Traffic in Slaves?

Why, because victims, in the firsti'nstance, of a deception, they were so

afterwards by the force of circumstances. It is quite original, that when

according to law, the charges preferred should be uponthe-merits resulting from

the process, the only ones which have here been made are based solely upon the

declarations of the accused. * - , a
Read the whole summary, and; from. it there arises no legal charge;

and this‘says much in favour of their innocence. .

CLASS B.
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In' their condition as mariners, they were in ignoranee of the real purpose
of the expedition, nor did they occupy themselves in 1nqu1ry. .

It is proved to every one how they were engaged, fles1gnat1ng the time,
the place, and the wages, with expression also of the object which was stated,
so that they had no reason to suspect deoeit. Victims of Circumstances alto-
gether insurmountable, because in that latitude at sea, at an enormous distance
from the assistance which their Consul would have afforded them, they had to
submit, and did submit, in so critical a situation.

To be criminals, as they suppose Radcliffe, Robinson, and Hersey, they
should have gone with the Captain, and the others belonging to the vessel,
when they landed the negroes, set fire to her, and thus secured their flight; but
they preferred remaining; they would not continue with those who so vilely had
deceived them; they suffered hunger and. privations, remaining in a strange
country, even the language of which they could not speak; they get into a
boat; they are apprehended, imprisoned; and even so, charges are made against
them, and they are found fault with for an action in which voluntarily they took
no part ;‘ they are unfortunate, and out of their very misfortune they form an
accusation to sendthem into banishment.

We knew no one, they said: the country was strange to us; we did not
know where we were to go; we did not go to the authorities, for we did not
know them, because they threatened us, and. they assured us that we should be
imprisoned and persecuted. The actors in this offence were far away, and in
safety were laughing at the efi‘orts of those whom they had deceived to return
to their homes, and. the exercise of their rights.

Here there were no crimes; there is no blame, and the facts remain satis—
factorily explained.

Your Highness must see that nothing has been made out as to the offence;
that they have not apprehended a single negro; that the outfitters and the
employés on board the vessel are unknown; that neither have they discovered
who it was who here purchased those slaves; that the investigation has been
carried on in the very interior of the estates ; their whole strength, i.e., the
labourers, have been made to appear before the magistrate; the drivers,
servants, and even the slaves themselves, have been interrogated; that the
examination of the vessel, which was made by the Sub-delegate of the Marine,
was of no use whatever, for it states, that they could not understand the rig
nor the masting of the “ Jasper,” nor could they designate as being her either
of the two hulks which they then saw; all remains in obscurity and mystery.
They absolve, for want of proofs, Colonel Ayllon, who was the Lieutenant-
Governor of Pinar del Rio, who was the local authority responsibile ; they also
absolve the Captain Pedaneo of the district; they restore them to their
employments; and. there are other men of miserable station, foreigners, who
lose themselves in our waters without wherewith to feed themselves; and shall
Elle results be against them alone of these proceedings? Your Highness cannot
ow it. '

If these declarations, as I have shown, have no merit, your Highness
absolving the functionaries of Pinar del Rio who are responsible for the
guarding of those coasts; if these proceedings are not efficacious even for consi-
dering them negligent, it is impossible that these declarations, the only data in
the process, should now be sufficient to condemn, when previously they were no
obstacles to the acquittal. It would be absurd to conceive such an anomalous
contrariety; too monstrous, when the solemn and severe acts of justice are
certain, unalterable, and determine the rectitude of the magistrate, which is
one of the ‘most sacred attributes of justice.

The declarations of the sailors, my clients, are not then the. confession of
crime, nor is it that of which the law of Partido speaks. Read them to be
convinced thereof. In them itsaysnot, we have committed the crime ; they
only say, we were deceived; they refer to the unlawful acts of others, such as
the Trafiic, the introduction of slaves‘in this island; but neither in the one nor
the other did they take part by‘their will or incentives. Cite me from their
declarations the slightest foundation to accredit it.

All the circumstances under which the sailors found themselves after the
negroes were on board, and they discovered the exact object of‘ the voyage,
producegi over them a real necessity, a force which they could not overcome,
and this force, this violence of circumstances, were the latitude, greater


