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_ Martis, 22° die Februari, 1848.

Ordered, THat a Select Committee be appointed to consider the best Means which
<ireat Britain-can adopt for providing for the Final Extinction of the Suave Trape.

 

Jovis, 24° dieFebruari, 1848.

Commitee nominated :

Sir Robert Harry Inglis, _ . Mr. Jackson.
Mr, Hut. Colonel Thompson.
Mr. Gladstone. Mr. Evelyn Denison.
Mr, Edward John Stanley. Lord Courtenay.
The Earl of Lincoln. Mr. Simeon.
Mr. Cobden. Mr. Monckton Milnes.
Lord Harry Vane. Lord John Hay,

Ordered, Taar the Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers, and Records.

Ordered, TuatFive be the Quorum of the said Committee.

 

Lune, 28° die Februarii, 1848.

Ordered, Tat Mr. BinghamBaring be one other Member of the Committee.

 

Martis, 18° die “Aprilis, 1848.

 

Ordered, Tuar the Committee have power to Report the Minutes of Evidence taken
before them, from time to time, to The House.

 

REPORT - - - = - - ~ - - - - p. iii

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE “ - - - - - - po 2

APPENDIX - - - - - “ - - - - Pp. 200

 



THIRD REPORT.

TOE

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to consider the best Means which

Great Britain can adopt for providing for the Final Extinction of the

Stave Trape; and who were empowered to Report the Minutes of Evipence

 

taken before them, from time to time, to The House ;—

H™made further progress in inquiring into the Matters to them referred,

and have agreed to Report the Minutes of Evipence taken before them

to The House.

25 July 1848.
ate

 

536,



 

LIST OF WITNESSES.

Mariis, 30° die Mati, 1848.
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Mariis, 20° die Junii, 1848.
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Captain Michael Rimington - - ~ oe - =  p, £00
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Jovis, 6° die Julii, 1848.

James Macqueen, Esq. - = - - = © = «= p, 186

 



 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

 

Martis, 30° die Mati, 1848.

 

MEMBERS PRESENT.

Mr. Barkly.
Mr. Jackson. ;

Admiral Bowles. Mr. Monckton Milres.

Mr. Cardwell. Colonel Thompson.

Sir R. H. Inglis. _ Lord Harry Vane.

WILLIAM JACKSON, Esa. IN THE CHAIR.

 

Thomas Tobin, Esq., called in; and Examined.

-sfi22. Chairman.| YOU area resident in Liverpool ?—I am.

5623. And a Merchant, trading to the West Coast of Africa 7—Yes.

5624. Will you state to the Committee how long you have been engaged in

that trade from first to last; how long have you had a knowledge of the coast of

Africa >—I cannot speak off-hand ; but I should think 50 years. When Ispeak

of this, my recollection is not so good as it has been; and it is possible that I

may be in error, but I state as nearly as I can judge ; since I first went there it

is about 50 years, I think. _

5625. In the first part of your career you were engaged in the slave trade?

—~I was. .

5626. And you remained engaged in that trade until Parliament passed an

Act which rendered it illegal -—I did. I was in Jamaica the last time when

we heard of the abolition.
.

5627. How many voyages did you make to the West Coast of Africa to

purchase slaves before the abolition took place o--I think, to the best of my.

récollection, ten voyages.
vo

5628, Were you in command of a vessel at that time?—I was in command

the greatest part of the time. a

53029. Did the slaves which you purchased on the coast of Africa-all go to

the island of Jamaica ?—No, they went todifferent places.

5630. Will you be kind enoughto state where you got them, and where you took

them’ to ?—-On the first voyage I was at Loango, and we took them to Jamaica.

5631. Do you recollect how many slaves you took on board from Loango ?—

Icannot recollect the exact number; but J think the number that the vessel

was allowed to carry was about 300. De

5632. Do you recollect how many you lost; that is, how many died on the

passage between Loango and the place where you delivered them?—I do not

think, taking the whole of the voyages together, that we averaged more than.

three per cent. loss. _ I was. going to state that on the first voyage, when I

commanded the “Molly,”we werethen under the old Act, and she was allowed

to carry 438, I think, but 1 am ‘not certam about that; we had about 50 in

crew, because it was war time, and ‘we were armed. I had about 4S8o people on

board, black and white, and we never had a fingerache the wholetime,from: the

time we left Liverpool until we returned back to Liverpool again.

5633. Mr. Barkly.| That was after the passing of Sir William. Dolben’s Act,

was it not >I do not recollect the names of the different Acts; butitwas

before the last reduction, because the “ Molly.” was allowed to carry 430 odd,

and afterwards she was restricted to 280. 7

5634. What number ofslaves per ton was the regulation ?—~I do not recol-

lect exactly the regulation ; they measured the ships, and there were so many

feet allowed for each. . ,nar | | — ae 5635. What

T..Tobin, Esq.
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5635. What was the tonnage of the “ Molly’ ?—She was 301 tons, exclusive
of quarter-deck. :

5636. Chairman.| Taking the average loss of the ten voyages that you made
to the coast of Africa to purchase slaves, the loss of life was only 3 per cent, in
carrying them to their destination ?—It did not exceed 3 per cent., taking the
one voyage that I made in which we never had a fingerache.

5637. Were you then subject to rules and regulations for the proper care and
comfort of the slaves ?—-Always. It was war time, and therefore it interfered
very much; we were constantly exercising guns, and falling in with privateers,
and so on, but the whole ship’s company was constantly employed by the com-
mander of the vessel in making everything comfortable that possibly could be
for the slaves.

5638. Mr. Barkly.] Did you carry a surgeon ?—~ Always.

5639. Chairman.] And you made it your interest to study the comfort of the
slaves on board ?—There was scarcely anything else thought of during the time
that the slaves were on board but that. The crew was not allowed to lift a
hand against a man of them, or a woman either,

5640. And they were treated with the greatest kindness ?—Nothing could be
more so. If they had been in a nursery in any private family they could not
have been treated more so.
5641. Were they brought up from below every day and washed ?—They were

not washed every day, because the weather was such frequently that they could
‘not, but they came up about eight o'clock in the morning, and people were
appointed over the hatchways with cloths, and they were rubbed down by them-
selves ; the stout people themselves exercised that; they got their first mess
about nine o’clock; they got another at 12 o’clock, and another at four o'clock
in the afternoon, with the water served out to them in the same way.

5642. Was the hold made perfectly clean for them where they were stowed
away ?-—Every day it was cleaned, and the ‘’tween decks ” scoured wita -sand-
stone, and firepans placed throughout the ship to purify it.

5643. Mr. Barkly.] What allowance of water per day was given to those slaves?
—It was not served out to them excepting in a tin pannican, with a handle to
it; a tub. of water came round, and either one of themselves was allowed to
help it out, or one of the ship’s company served it out to them; and I suppose
each of those would hold more than half a pint, being as much as they wished
for. Ifit was very hot weather, in the night-time, and they called out for
water, they were generally given water in the night-time.

5644, Chairman.| Great care and attention was paid to keeping them clean, and
in good health ?—No one could be more attentive than everybody in the ship,
officers, and men, and all; and the men were not allowed to do anything except
attend to these things, and keep themselves clean, and the ordinary ship’s duty.

5645. What was the food with which you generally fed them ?—According to
the different countries that they belonged to, the food differed. On the Gold
Coast the food that they live upon generally is Indian corn, but they have plan-
tains, and there is a kind of ground not, and a very excellent food it is. On
the windward: coast, again, they chiefly feed upon rice; they nearly live upon
rice. When you get down to the Bight and the Bonny, in those places yams

- are their food almost invariably, with other little things with them, palm oil
and other different things that they use. Then when you get away to the
southern coast, again, they have cassada; but they have corn likewise.

5646. Did you purchase, at the time you took the slaves on board, a suficient
quantity to give them the food that they were accustomed: to, on their voyage
to the West Indies ?—In going some voyages we took the rice, and to the southern
coast beans likewise, and peas, out from this country. At Bonny we bought
yams entirely to feed them with. The ships were generally filled with. from
10,000 to 15,000 yams. :

5647. What was the condition of the slave when landed compared with his

condition when taken on board ?—If the ship was healthy, far superior ; some-
times smallpox, or measles, or dysentery, or something, broke out among them,
and then they did not look so well; but if they were healthy on the voyage
they looked better; but I had never such sickness on board the vessels I was
in.

5648. Notwithstanding they had diseases such as you have described, on
board, the average loss of life during the ten voyages which you made ie

only
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only three per cent. ?—It did not exceed three per cent. ; but there was not such

sickness on board myvessels.

5649. Mr. Barkly.| Were they ina condition to go to work at once on landing

in the West Indies ?—They were very anxious to go to work; they were very

loath frequently to leave the vessel on the coast of Africa. Sometimes you hesi-

fated to take them, because you took none but young ones, and said to the

natives, “ You must take them back ; I-cannot take them.” I have known the

young ones get hold of you by the knees and beg and pray that you would take

them to your country.

5650. Chairman.| Was there any desire expressed by the blacks to be taken

pack again ?—No, never.

5651. No wish to return to their own country 7—I do not think myself that:

they would be allowed to return to the interior from the sea coast, because they

were all from the interior of the country; there was not one in a hundred scarcely

but came from the interior of the country. There were very few indeed, unless

it was for some crime, that were disposed of from the sea coast.

5652. What was the average cost ofa slave at that time ?—On different parts

of the coast it altered very much indeed. The first time that I speak of, when

we lost none, I made a caleulation, and they came to about 172 or 181. a head.

But then goods, you may take into consideration, were 300 per cent. dearer than

they are now. On other parts of the coast they were not half. On theGold

Coast they were generally about 20. On the southern coast I do not think

that they averaged more than about 102. or 124.

5653. And what was the average price that a good slave sold for when he

arrived in the West Indies?—After the restriction as to: number it was raised

very much; Ithink in Jamaica we averaged about 70 /. sterling a head.

5654. Was that before or after the reduction in the number to be carried >—

They knew there was going to be a reduction, and for the last voyages they got

nearly the same prices that they did afterwards. The vessel was allowed to carry

430 odd in the first instance, and was reduced to 280.

5655. Do you recollect whether as amerchant you made as much by carrying

the 280 as you did by taking the 430 ?—I was not concerned in the cargoes,

and therefore I knew very little about the results of them.

5656. But your emoluments were a per-centage at that time upon the net

returns?-—Yes.
:

5657. Then you perhaps recollect whether your per-centage amounted to as

much as the voyage before, when you were allowed to carry the extra number

—The per-centage was always paid in the West Indies by the person who sold

the cargo there. The first time, with the greatest number that I have spoken

of I think my commission came to 2,000 l., and afterwards they came to 1,200 i

0 1,300 1.
: me

5658. Mr. Barkly.] What was the rate of commission ?>—With every captain,

almost, it was different, but in general it was six per cent. :

5659. Chairman.| Had not the captain the privilege of taking a certain num~.

ber of slaves himself?—Not one. .

. 5660. Was notit a rule to give the doctor of the ship a slave? —Yes; but then

it was the average sale in the West Indies; there was no particular slave of his. .

5661. He was not allowed to purchase a slave for himself?—No.

5662. But he got the average price of a slave ?—Yes, the average price of a

slave in the West Indies.

5663. The object being to make him careful, so that the more slaves he landed

the more pay he got ?—Yes. And there was a bounty paid by Government both

to the captain and to the surgeon, provided they did not bury above a certain

number ; but I forget what that number was. I got this every voyage.

5664. What check was there upon the captain giving a good and safe return

of the number that he took on board, and, the number that died ?—If anybody

had more on board than the Act allowed there was a forfeiture, T think, of 152

for each above that number, and you were subject to every officer and every

man of the crew in the ship informing.

5665. Were you subject also to be searched by the men of war ?—Never.

5666. You were subject to it 1—The only searching that ever I knew in those

days was after pressed men.

5667. Mr. Barkly.| When you went to the coast, did you find the slaves in

0.53-
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barracoons there waiting for you?—Never; they all came from the interior of

the country.
5668. How were they brought down to suit the arrival of the vessel ?—On the

Bonny coast, where the great bulk of it was, they came down in canoes,
566g. Can you form any estimate of the cost of transporting a slave across from

Africa to the West Indies; what his keep amounted to during the voyage?—

No; the result of the voyage, the first cost, and the expenses, showed what the
profits were.

5670. Chairman.] But you cannot make a comparison between the expense

then and the expense now, in consequence of your having had to man the vessel

to defend yourself, it being war time ?——-We paid 42. a man for seamen, and we

paid as high as 20 per cent. premium for insurance during the war time.

5671. Mr. Barkly.] Was your commission of six per cent. upon the net profit

of the voyage ?—No, not the net profit of the voyage, upon the sale.
5672. Chairman.| The net proceeds?-—The net proceeds in the West Indies,
5673. Mr. Barkly.] The slaves were entirely purchased with British manu-

factures, I suppose ?—No, not with British manufactures altogether. In the
early part most of the cloth was Indiau.

5674. Chairman.| Indian romalls?—Indian goods of different sorts. Bafts
were a great thing; another great manufacture was Indian calicoes, printed in
London, according to the patterns which we thought proper to give them. Those
pieces, I recollect, came to 328. a piece. Very few Indian goods go now.

5675. Have you seen, dnring the course of your connexion with the coast of
Africa, a gradual change take place from foreign goods to British manufac-
tured ones ?—-They mostly have British manufactured goods now, because they
are so very much cheaper. The Indian romalls at that time were about 155.;
they get for about 3s. the imitation of them from Manchester.

5676. Do you recollect what was the importation of palm oil into Liverpool
the first year after the slave trade was abolished ?-—It was a considerable number
of years before any progress was made in it at all. There were two houses,
Mr. Bold’s and Mr. Penny’s,in a small way in the trade, in the Old Calabar,
for perhaps two orthree years; but I do not think myself that there was any
progress made in the palm-oil trade for many years afterwards; 1 was the first
to send out to the Bonny; I introduced the palm oil from that mver.

5677. Do you recollect what year that was in; was it the “ Kingston ” or the

“ Molly” ?—No; my first was a vessel called the “Margaret.” I think that
we chartered from Tomlinson.

. 5678. From the time thatthe change was made, and the natives were induced
to turn their attention to the production of palm oil and legitimate commerce,
the increase of palm oil has been very great?—Very great; when I first
entered into it, there was not more than 450 tons a year from all parts. The
late Mr. Horsfall and I went largely into it, from the knowledge that I had of
it; for some years past it has been about 20,000 tons..

5679. Mr. Barkly.] At the time you first went to the coast of Africa, was
there much slave trade carried on by foreigners in foreign vessels ?—Very little.
Now and then you met with a Brazilian vessel, and they mostly went to Whydah,
down upon the Gold Coast. We never met any excepting one or two French
vessels at Bonny, after we went there, where the bulk of the trade was car-
‘ried on.

5680. Do you think that the slaves in the foreign vessels were treated as

humanely and provided with the same comforts as those in the British vessels,

under the Regulation Act?—I could not well say. In the two ships that were
there, the French were ‘as attentive as in our ships; the only difference which

they made was, that our people were fed entirely with yams, the produce of the
country, and the French never would allow a yam to come alongside of their

vessel, but took beans out from France; beans and rice together.
5681. Do yourecollect what the height between decks of the “* Molly” was?

—-She would be about 5 3 feet; she was built for the purpose.
5682. Was that height fixed by the Act of Parliament?—The Act of Parlia-

ment changed, but I think it was confined to four feet or four feet four inches;

we were much higher,
5683. In the vessels which you commanded, the height was five feet six inches?

—Yes, about five feet six inches from deck to deck ; | could walk.

5684. Chairman.] Did you take over a fair mixture of bothsexes? It
genera
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general there were more males than females, but not a great many more. And

another thing was this, when you went to the different markets they wanted

more males at one market and less at another; therefore when we knew what

the market was, we endeavoured to get the cargo so as to suit that market. For

‘nstance, at Surinam and Demerara they wanted stout able men to go into the

trenches or fences at once. At Jamaica again, they wanted young people, females

chiefly, to go into the coffee estates.

5685. Did you keep the sexes apart during the voyage ?—Always.

3686. Were they at all instructed during the. time that they were crossing ?

—lIn what?
5687. Were they taught to read ?—No, it would be impossible.

5688. Were they brought up to prayers ?—They were not.

5689. Was there any observance of the Lord’s Day ?—Yes; in general it was

kept a holiday, excepting so far as attending to the comfort of the slaves.

5690. Mr. Barkly.| Was the slave trade much increased immediately before

its being finally extinguished by Great Britain?—I do not think that it was

increased, because it required an immense capital to carry it on; it was only

the rich houses that could carry it on a ‘second voyage, The payments were

made in one, two, and threeyears’ bills, and unless they were rich houses they

could not do anything with those pills; therefore they could not send out a

vessel on a second voyage.
3691. Lord H. Vane.} What was the last voyage which you made ?—The last

voyage was from Bonny to Jamaica, and in Jamaica we heard of theabolition

of the slave trade.
5692. Mr. Barkly.] Did those slaves sell at very high prices when it was

known that the slave trade. was suppressed ?—I do not think that there was much

alteration, because they had been anticipating it for some years.

5693. Did you never sell slaves in the West Indies at a lower price than 70,

ahead ?—Yes; at one island they would be more in demand than at another,

and a-great deal depended upon how the agent that was there was to pay for

them; he must pay for them in bills, and it depended upon circumstances

whether those bills: would be taken. There were only two or three -houses of

name whose bills would be taken at all.

5694. What was the lowest cash price which you ever remember being pro- —

eured for slaves I should not think that it was less on any voyage that 1 was

on (I am speaking merely by guess) than 50 L.

5695. Lord H. Vane.] What were the places from whence you embarked the

slaves for Jamaica and for other places ?—Mostly from Bonny. I,,in six voyages,

commanded a vessel from Bonny. .

5696. Of whom did you purchase those slaves at that period ?—From the

native chiefs at Bonny. ‘The inhabitants of Bonny, I should say, were about

10,000; but all the negroes that were purchased came from the interior of the

country.

5697. In what condition were the negroes which you purchased, at the period

of your purchasing them ?—We never would take one that did not look well

and healthy, and well-conditioned altogether. We never took one that was ill-

looking from disease or anything of that sort; and if they got disease-before

the ship sailed, we generallymade a present of them to some of the uatives.

5698. Where were they kept; in barracoons, or in what way ?—No, they

came down direct from the country ; the .barracoons were merely a thing that

was got up by the Spaniards ; we never had such things as barracoons. .

_ 5699. Were there any slave dealers, or did the negroes belong to different

individuals, so that the number was dispersed over a large population ; in what

way did you select them ?—They were all dealers. A man (we will say the

chief or king of one of those places) had a number of men astraders, but they

were still his property, and he kept them ‘as aprotection against any other

nations. Each of those men perhaps would have 50 or 100 slaves belonging to

himself; they never sold those.
5700. They did not sell their domestic slaves t—They did not.

5701. Were the slaves which they sold prisoners taken in war ?>—We never

knew anything about the prisoners ; but the whole of the inhabitants of Africa

are slaves; we must not consider them as freemen taken for slaves ; they are all

slaves. At Bonny, where I said there were about 10,000 inhabitants, there

were only two families that were free; all the rest were slaves; but then they

0.53. were
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were domestic slaves, and were going in their canoes; but they kept those as a
protection in case of being invaded by any other nation, for there were different
nations round them, and they were always quarrelling.

5702, If the number of freemen was so small, was not there apprehension of
the rising of the slaves ?—The traders treated those people the same as if they
had been their own family.

5703. As the number of domestic slaves was so great in proportion to the free
population, was there not some well-founded apprehension of an insurrection on
the part of the slaves against their masters, the masters being so few in propor.
tion :—Those people that we speak of as slaves in the towns all considered them-
selves as free people ; that their masters would not part with them, because they
could not do without them.

5704. Then they were attached to their masters 7—Yes.
5705. Therewasa sort of clanship?—Yes, they were all attached to them;

they knew of no other countries, therefore they were better treated by them
than they expected in any other place. °

5706. A very small proportion of those slaves were prisoners of war ?—We
never knew anything of that. All the slaves that came down, came from the
interior of the country, many of them 300 miles and more, and we never knew
anything about their being prisoners of war, excepting what I have seen in the
papers here, so that we considered them all slaves.

5707. And you had no difficulty in purchasing any number that you required *
—Sometimes it was much brisker than others ; different causes, disputes in the
interior of the country, and many things, put a stop to the trade altogether,
They came down in different ways; in some places, two, three, half-a-dozen, or
ten would come down from the interior of the country a day. At Bonny they
came in what they called fairs, and perhaps 2,000 would come in a day. Then
they would not go for any more again perhaps for two months.

5708. They would wait for the number of ships to carry them ?—They had
a great deal of negotiation with the chiefs, because they bought them all from
the chiefs.
-§709. Did the ships come at stated periods for their purchase 7—No, we went

all the year round. Sometimes they endeavoured to evade the rains; it was
more unhealthy at that time, but at Bonny they made a house entirely over the
ships, the same as the roof of any of our houses which have slates ; it was done
with mats.

_ 5710. I understand that you did not find that the slaves were more unhealthy
than the crew in the voyage ?—Not at all so; not more so.
5711. Did you employ the slaves on board your vessels '—There was nothing

to employ them at excepting keeping themselves clean.
5712. They did not assist you in the working of the ship at all ?—Not at all;

sometimes the men would be very glad to pull at a rope, or anything of that
sort.

5713. Had you any risings of them on board the vessels :—I never had ; but
T have seen some.

5714. Chairman.] Do you consider that there is a great increase in the mor-
tality now in moving from place to place for shipments, besides the increased
mortality in the passage ?—I have no doubt there is a great deal of increase of
sickness and mortality from moving from place to place.

5715. Lord H. Vane.) But that must have existed previously; there must
have been the same mortality under the old system?—No; formerly the places
were fixed upon, and there were ships in almost every place, and therefore the
slaves had to go to the nearest port; but latterly they have had to go hundreds
of miles to get a secure place of shipment; and perhaps there was no opportunity
of disposing of them there, they would have to march some other way again in
all haste.

5716. When you carried slaves from Bonny, or from any other place, Bonny
principally, to Jamaica, did you take them to any other ports besides Jamaica,
or did you confine the disembarkation of your slaves to Jamaica itself at that
time 1—If the instructions going from this country were direct for Jamaica, the
ships went to Jamaica direct; they laid in a cargo suitable for the Jamaica market ;
but frequently they had to call at Barbadoes, or some of the other islands, for
instructions, because where there were one, two, or three years’ bills, it was neces-
sary for the owners to ascertain who ‘were the proper people to deal with.

5717. Generally
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3717. Generally speaking, were the number of slaves which were embarked

in one vessel destined for one particular island, or for one particular place >—

No; in general they were for a market, and you had to call at Barbadoes or

other island to ascertain where you were to go to.

5718. You did not buy them on the account of certain planters, but you

bought them for a market, in which market they were to be sold to different

planters?—Yes. It was better, if we could, to be fixed for a particular market,

because we laid in the negroes suitable for that market; whereas we might be

ordered to another island, where they were not so suitable.

5719. Butpractically speaking, it was not much the custom topurchasefor

particular estates ; you purchased rather for the general market, from which mar-

ket they were to be sold to different estates, than for any particular estate 1—We

never knew anything about the estates; we came to a particularmerchant,

at Kingston in Jamaica, we will say, and he disposed of the cargoes to the

planters. ;
3720. A sort of middle-man between you and the planters?—Yes; the com-

mander of the vessel had performed his part of the business when the voyage

was finished and the cargo delivered up to the agent to whom the owners of the.

vessel had ordered it.
5721. Were there many cruelties on board the vessels; I do not speak of your

own vessel, but as you carried on many voyages to the coast of Africa, you must

be acquainted with what was the case with respect to other vessels traflicking in

slaves on the coast ?>—I never believed the cruelties. There are some brutes in

all kinds of trades and business, but in general there was no cruelty ever exer-

cised upon the negroes; everybody knew that by keeping them in spirits, and

keeping them in good condition, it was so much better for the voyage.

5722. Chairman. The captain hada direct interest in maintaining the health

of his slaves, and delivering them in good order at the place where they were

sold ?-—-He had.
723, Lord H. Vane.| Then you do not at all believe the statement that the

middle passage in former times was attended with almost as many horrors as

the middle passage now, when the object is to avoid meeting with eruisers ?—~

never believed in the cruelties in former times in the middle passage. Every

man on board the ship, whether it was my ship or any other ship, the whole of

the officers and crew, were employed altogether in endeavouring to keep the

slaves ina healthy state and in good spirits.

5724. What precautions did you take in order to prevent the possibility of

the slaves rising, because there was always that apprehension ?—There was in

regard to the stout men. With respect to the stout men we were obliged for self-

preservation to keep them two and two in leg irons; thatis, they had their hands

at liberty, but the right leg of one and the left leg of the other had shackles.

But for my own part, as soon as ever we got out, I endeavoured to impress upon

their minds, that when we got to our own country they would be all set at

liberty, that is, out of irons. Then in about a fortnight after leaving, T endea-

voured, by keeping them in good humour, to knock perhaps a dozen out of those

irons on a morning; then the next morning the same; the men took it in good.

part, and they used to draw lots themselves to see who should be let out the next

morning, until they were about half out, and then we let them all out.

5725. You did that habitually ?~-Yes.

5726. Therefore generally, one day or the next day, the whole of the slaves
were taken out of their irons within two or three days?—Yes; in a few days

the whole were turned out. On some parts of the coast there were more dangers
of that kind than there were on others. At some places there was not much

danger; the nation was a peaceable set; at others they were very bad. In the

Gambia they were always very bad; they would tell you to your face (I was
never there); that if they possibly could they would make you jump overboard

and destroy your vessel. But at every part of the coast there were different
nations; every 10 or 32 miles almost there was a different language spoken; some

of them were very troublesome, and others were very peaceable; and according
to the nations the people in the West Indies acted in purchasing the negroes.

5727. Sir R. Inglis.| Not having been present, at the earlier part of your
examination, I shall be corrected by the Chairman if I repeat questions which you
have already answered. The evidence which I have heard you give has had refe-

rence to the period immediately preceding the Act abolishing the slave trade;

53+ it
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it is understood that for nine years before that period you were yourself engaged
in the trade ?—I was.

5728. During all that period, Sir William Dolben’s Act was in operation ?—.
I do not recollect the names of the Acts.

5729. The Act which limited the number of slaves in proportion to the ton-
nage, which required a certain height between the decks, which required a cer-
tain quantity of food, including water, for each slave, and which also required
the presence of a surgeon.on board ?—I am speaking from memory wlien I say
that the height was four feet six, or four feet four ; but I think that that was the
height.

#730. Can you state to the Committee anything connected with the middle
passage before such limitations were imposed by statute '—I was not in the
trade before any Act took place at all; but I was in it during the time that the
Act was in force allowing 430; and we were reduced afterwards to 280.

5731. Were you ever examined before a Committee of either House of Parlia-
ment, or before the Privy Council, on the subject of the slave trade ?—I was not.

5732. You regard it as the interest of the dealer in slaves to deliver his com-
modity in a prime state, if possible ?~We never took one on board a ship unless
he was in a prime state.

5733. Advantages attending a traffic, when legal, cannot, in the nature of
things, be assumed to continue when the traffic, whatever it may be, is declared,
illegal; is that your opinion ?—No question the slaves were better off when the
trade was legal than when illegal.

5734. It was assumed in the previous questions which I have addressed to
you that the slave trade had been legal, whatever other description might belong
to it, till March 1807 ; and the question which I proceeded to put to you was,
whether from the moment when the character of the trade was changed in law,
it could be carried on with such advantages to the slave in personal comfort as
before it became a smuggling and illegal trade ?-—After it was declared illegal
by this country, I never heard anything of the slave trade; but no doubé the
slaves were worse off on the passage after it was abolished by law.

5735. Supposing it to be the desire of Great Britain to suppress the slave trade,
is it possible, in the nature of things, that such trade can be carried on with as

much personal comfort to the objects of it, to the slaves, as when the trade itself
was permitted ?—They certainly could not have the same comfort afterwards.

5736. The horrors then which attend the slave trade are incident to the neces-
sity of the case, that trade which had before been legal being now a prohibited

and a smuggling trade ?—After the prohibition the slave trade that, was carried

on could not be carried on with the same comfort to the slaves as it was before.

When we threw it up, the Spaniards entered into it. The Spaniards never had a
ship in the trade before, but they were swarming after we threw it up, and they
went into it without any good regulations or anything of that sort. When we
gave it up, we gave up the wholesome regulations which were then in being te

carry it on, and threw it into the hands of the Spaniards, who had no regulations

at all.
5737. Do you consider that England is responsible for its own treatment of the

slaves, and is not responsible for the treatment of the slaves by other nations 7—

We cannot have anything to do with the treatment of slaves by other nations, |
‘should think. I speak of myself, and I should say the country at large.

5738. The object of the questions is this, when England declared the slave

trade unlawful, could such trade, if carried on at all, be carried on upon other

principles than those of smuggling, and consequently with increased risk to the

lives and comforts of the slaves so conveyed ?— There is no doubt that after it
came to bean illegal trade, nothing could be carried on so clearly as whenit was

a legal trade, nor could the comfort of the negroes be equal to it.
5739. The fact then of the horrors of the middle passage as they exist now, 16

no argument against the suppression of the slave trade by Great Britain herself?
—lI have already stated that I never heard of the horrors of the middle passage
while we carried it on, and I only hear it or see it in the newspapers now ; but
I do not believe one half of it.
5740. The guilt however of such trade, and the horrors attending it, belong

to those who carry it on, and not to England, which has renounced it; is that
your opinion ?—The guilt of carrying on any trade must belong to the parties 80
carrying it on. :

5741. Mr.
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41. Mr. Mf. Milnes.] Do you not believe that a certain amount of hardship

at least, if not cruelty, is necessary, in consequence of ourrestrictions? —They

are more cautious; in consequence of their smuggling they require fast-sailing

vessels, which have not the same comfort in them that they formerly had. I

do not think that there is so much of that cramming together as is spoken of,

pecause they have an interest in the voyage, the same as we had during the time

that we carried it on; and they would not heap men upon men, and women

upon women, where they must bury one half of them. -

5742. Chairman.| You have had more than 50 years’ experience in the African

trade, and 40 years’ knowledge of what has taken place since the slave trade was

declared illegal; do you think that the squadron on the coast of Africa has been

useful in preventing the increase of the slave trade ?—Where we have had to do

with the slave trade, with our legitimate business; the latter has put a stop to it

altogether as at Bonny; but on the southern coast [believe that there is a great deal

of it carried on, because it is an extensive coast, of at least 3,000 miles, taking

the whole coast together, so that you never can guard the whole. They take

precautions which were not necessary before. They accumulate the negroes

nntil such time as they get a message that a ship 1s there to receive them,and

they then get them down as quickly as possible. a

5743. Then are you of opinion that. the squadron which is now upon the coast

cannot put down the slave trade ?—They may put it down in some places, as

they have done; not so much as the legitimate trade has put it. down. I think

that the legitimate trade on the coast of Africa has done more to put it down than

anything else; but in some places there is not much to get for the legitimate

ivade. For instance, on the southern coast we get ivory, elephants’ teeth; there

were gums tobe got; the gums are unsaleable. 'There is an article in which, if

it could be carried into effect, any quantity might be done, that is copper ore;.

we get some at Ambriz, in latitude about 8°, and it is very superior indeed, but

the natives will not allow us to go up or to send anybody up to see whether an

additional quantity could be got; we have reason to believe from the appearance

of it, that it is picked up on the surface of the mountains; and if that trade

could be once opened, it would employ an immense quantity of tonnage by

legitimate trade. But it is bordering on the Portuguese settlements at Loando

St. Paul’s; and though I have mentioned it to different people to see whether a

company could not be formed for that purpose, they are afraid of doingit,

because the settlement is close to the borders, and perhaps is included in the

borders. Now the Portuguese will not meddle with it, but if we were to expend

money so as to open mines there, they might claim it at once as their property.

5744. But you have always found from your experience, that wherever legi-

timate commerce has extended itself, slavery has diminished in proportion to the

extension of commerce ?—It has disappeared entirely where we have nad full

play for legitimate commerce. I do not think, myself, if any ship were to go into

Bonny, to say that they wanted slaves, that the king and the chiefs there would

enter into any contract with them. a. - Ba

5745. It would not be worth their while ?—No ; they get everything that

they want by legitimate commerce, and it is my opinion that that has always

had more effect than all the suppression of our men ofwar. a

5746. The wore legitimate commerce is extended the less slavery will exist?

—J do not think there is anything from Bonny at all. I have some shipsin

the legitimate trade, and I do not think that they have met with a slaver for

seven years, excepting on the south coast, where the slaves are accumulated in

the interior of the country, and when a vessel comes in they come down at once;

the ships are ready watered, and everything else, and are off immediately.

5747. Do you think it necessary to have @ squadron on the .coast of Africa

to protect your commerce there ?—Not at all. mos oo :

5748. They never did you any good t—They never did us-any good, balancing

the evil with the good. a

5749. Have you considered their interference in the rivers between thewhite

traders and the black as a benefit or an evil/—I never thought that it was any

benefit certainly. I think myself that where they have interfered in compelling

the natives to pay the debts due to others, it has had a bad effect, because it

induces the other captains to trust their goods out where they otherwise would

Not do it.
‘

5750. Then if due precaution were taken by the white man in dealing with
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the black, no such protection would be required, and no such interference on
the part of the squadron ?—I do not think that it is required at all to protect the
legitimate commerce. ; .

5751. And this is your opinion after 40 years’ experience in carrying on legi.
timate trade with the west coast of Africa ?—lIt is.

5752. Mr. M. Milnes.] Will you explain to us what would be the motive of
an African chief which would incline him to exchange some article of legitimate
commerce, such as palm oil, or any thing else, for the goods which he wishes to
get from other countries, in preference to exchanging slaves for those commodi-
ties?—At Bonny, where there is no slave trade now, as long as they get the
goods for the palm oil, they do not interfere, and do not wish to interfere with
the sale of slaves.

5753- But will not slaves be an easier and cheaper article of exchange than
any other which can be produced in Africa?—-There would be less labour in
getting them into the canoes than with palm oil; but then there would be the
inconvenience of watching them and feeding them, and the risk of sickness,
But knowing that England is against it, I do not think myself that in those
places where our legitimate trade is carried on with palm oil ([ speak of palm
vil, because it is the bulk of the thing), they would wish to see a vessel come in
for slaves, and I very much doubt myself whether they would sell them any.

5754. Therefore would not those facts go to this, that there is some unwilling-
ness on the part of the Africans themselves to continue the slave trade ?—
I believe the chiefs on the sea coast, with whom legitimate trade is largely and
regularly carried on, would be unwilling.

5755. What do vou suppose they would do with the prisoners whom they
took in war it they did not sell them as slaves ?—I am very much afraid they
would destroy many of them.

5756. Sir R. H. Inglis.] Have you ever heard of wars being carried on, or
raids made for the purpose of obtaining negroes to be sold as slaves -—I see it in
the newspapers, but I never heard it on the coast of Africa.

5757+ You have stated that the cost of bringing down a slave to the coast was
less than the expense of conveying any other article of commerce; will you state
to the Committee whether the slave walked down voluntarily, or whether he were
not fettered, or bound, or chained to his neighbour, in a sequence of perhaps 20
or 30 each, and all being in a state of grievous compulsion?—In different
countries they had different methods of bringing the slaves down. For instance,
at Bonny, from which | should think nearly half of all the negroes on the coast
of Africa, that went to the West Indies in the legitimate time, were taken, they
all came down from the interior of the country in canoes. They were large
¢anoes, which would carry 100.

5758. In those canoes were the slaves chained ?—No, they were not chained.
A numberof the stout men were placed down, with the canoe men round them.
Each of those canoes would be paddled with 100 men, and they were guarding
the slaves. But the stout men were tied ; not two and two, but with their hands
tied with thongs of their own making round the waist.

5759. In other words, they came down in a state of constraint r-—-The stout
men did. ,

5760. You now refer to those brought down by water; in a former answer you
. referred to those brought down by land; do you. know any instance in which a
negro, conscious that he was to be exported as « slave, ever went down volun-
tarily ?>—I cannot say that ever they went down voluntarily ; but the females and
the boys, when they did come down, would prefer going off in the ships to being
left on shore again. In different places there were different modes, I have
spcken of them, at Bunny, coming down in canoes; on the southern coast they
did not come down in canoes ; it isall dry land and high land. They came down,
perhaps, 20 together, with their owners or people interested in them ; and they
had what they called a yoke, a stick about the thickness of my wrist, which was
six feet long, with a fork to it. That was put round their neck, so as to leave
their-hands and legs at full liberty. The end of the yoke was placed round the
neck, and the fore part of it was carried by the slave before him, upon his
shoulder, and another by the slave before him again, so that 20 might go in that
way, and they had their hands and legs at full liberty. They had to travel some-
times, perhaps, 100 miles or 200 miles. *

5761. Notwithstanding all the advantages of the middle passage, withdecks
0
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of five feet four, and a surgeon on board, you have no reason to believe that any

negro ever went voluntarily from the coast of Africa to the West Indies ? —I think

I have stated that there was no objection on the part of the females and the boys;

the stout, able men might appear not to wish to go; but if they were not taken

by the captain of the ship they knew that they would not be at liberty, because

they would come down for 100 miles or 200 miles, and they would belong to the

chief of that place, therefore they would not be at liberty, they would be still

glaves. Besides, they could not know of the advantages before spoken of until

they had been some time on board; then they became reconciled.

5762. Mr. M. Milnes.| Did the slaves, generally, regard their exportation

with great apparent horror when the passage was free :—Not at all; they became

familiar with us altogether, and the white people became familiar with them,

and they were as friendly as people could be.
5763. They did not lose their natural cheerfulness ?—No; they were as cheer-

ful on board ship, and perhaps more 60, than they were. in the interior of the

country.
;

78. When you were embarking them and putting them on board the ship,

did they seem to feel any great regret or fear at leaving their country, and being

transferred to another ?—I do not think that they fretted in any way about it,

because they knew that in their former country they were all slaves; they were

subject to it. 1 never saw them fret at all about it.

5765. Altogether there was nothing in the trade repulsive toa man of humane

feelings 7—I never saw anything excepting the name of slavery; that was the

only thing. I always considered myself that every man that was taken from

that country was taken from a country where there were either bad laws or no

laws at all, to a country where there were laws to protect him.

+66. Chairman.] And that he benefited by the exchange ?—Yes; but the

very idea of being sold as a slave kept him sullen fora while, especially the stout

men,
5767. Mr. M. Milnes.] You regarded the transportation of slaves from Africa

to our colonies as an exchange from an inferior to a superior state of society ?—

I did.
5768. Sir R. H. Inglis.] With your views, do you wish the Committee to

understand that a forced removal of a negro from his own home, that*home,

perhaps, being consumed by fire for the purpose of taking him, is an object

which the party could regard without great grief and pain, applying to the negro

the feelings of a white man in England ?—With regard to the natives of Africa,

supposing that they all came from the interior, for 1 know nothing of anybody

being sent from the sea-coast unless it was for some crime, I do not think myself

that it was the nature of the masters of those slaves in the interior of the country

ever to hurt their feelings if they could avoid it. I have stated I did not hear on

the coast of these wars or raids you allude to; the slaves were procured by the

Bonny or other sea-coast chiefs negotiating with the chiefs in the interior for a

portion of the slaves which belonged to such chiefs.

5769. The question was, not what might be the intention of a master as to

hurting the feelings of a slave, but what would be the feelings of the slave in

being torn forcibly from his own home; can you conceive that that state of

things would be regarded without grief and pain by the individual :—I do not

think myself, excepting with the stout, able men, where perhaps they were

obliged to leave their wives, that it had much effect upon the younger people.

_ 5770. You have stated that in the case of a husband separated from his wife,

it might he a matter of grief and pain. You have referred also to women and

children brought down in boats on the river; may not such women and children

have been separated from their husbands and fathers in the same way in which

you have described the husband to have been separated from his wife? —In

speaking of Bonny, where they came down in the canoes by water, there were

very seldom females taken whe could be mothers; they confined themselves to

people not more than 17 or 18 years of age, and they never took children on

board there. ‘The men, for the Jamaica market, were confined to, 1 think, 21

years of age; there was a penalty in Jamaica for importing any above 21

years of age; therefore everybody purchasing negroes endeavoured to keep

under the mark, and they were more saleable. .

_ 5775. Do you regard the African to be a creature of the same flesh and feeél-

ngs with ourselves ?—I really cannot answer that question; 1 cannot tell wnt
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the feelings of other people are; I can only tell by appearances. I know that,
except the stout men, they did not like to go back after they had once got on
board the ship. a

5772. The question had reference to a rule of conduct. Is it in your judg.
ment permitted to a white man to deal with a black man in any other manner
than he would be willing that the black man should deal with him r—It is what
I have always practised, and endeavoured to have practised, to treat them exactly
as we would expect them to treat us.

5773. Excepting always that you regarded the slave trade, so long as the law
permitted it, to be a trade in which a man might conscientiously engage 7—]
thought so then, and so did the British Parliament.

5774. By the stress which you lay upon the word “ then,” are the Committee
to understand that you do not regard it in the same way nowt—lI should be
very sorry to see it opened again; but I never thought that taking negroes to
the West Indies, where they were well treated, was at all putting them in a
worse position than that in which they were in in their own country, where they
were all slaves.

5775. Mr. M. Milnes.] Would you object to telling us why you would be
sorry to see the slave trade opened again?—The whole country is against
slavery.

5776. You think it very repugnant to the moral sense of the community ?—
Yes; I should be very sorry indeed to see it opened again.

5777. sir R. H. Inglis.]| Do you think that in the absence of the British
cruisers it would be less easy. for the merchants of England to carry on their
business with security ?—I do not think that the squadron is of any service to
our legitimate trade. If in these questions being put by different gentlemen,
and put in different words, I should not be clear in my answers, I beg to state
that my recollection is not so good as it has been.

5778. Chatrman.| Have you any additional remarks to make ?—In giving an
opinion that the British squadron on the coast of Africa is of no advantage to our
legitimate trade, I would add, that we frequently feel inconvenienced by it. [ felt
it myself in my legitimate trade on the coast of Africa; but we feel the incon-
venience likewise from the treaties that have been made by other nations. In one
instance Mr. Horsfall and I had a vessel on the coast of Africa; she got to Cabenda,
a man-of-war (I forget the name now) came. She said, “ You are not to trade
here.” The captain wanted to know why ; however he got no satisfaction ; he was
not allowed to trade, and they put an armed boat upon the bow and another on the
stern for the purpose of preventing the legitimate trade. In asking the officer
why that was, he said, ‘* You are not to trade here; you must take your cargo
down to Loango.” Loango was about 6v or 70 miles off, and the cargo was
not suitable tor Loango; it was not suitable for that trade at all, therefore he
did not go down; he disposed of some of his cargo at one place and some at
another ; but it was a very serious disadvantage to us to do so. I wrote to the
Admiralty upon the subject, and stated the inconvenience attending it, that it
was impossible for us to varry on the trade with those restrictions, and [ got an
answer from them to say that the trade would not be prevented excepting
at notorious slave-trading places. The man-of-war officer was to judge whether
it was a notorious place or not; now there was not so much trade there;
it mostly came down from the River Congo, from the inland; what we got there
was perhaps a few elephants’ teeth, and orchilla weed, which is a new thing
altogether there; it was never known before the legitimate trade was opened.
At another time, in the same vessel, but I cannot recollect whether it was the
same voyage or not, some of the sailors had volunteered on board a man-of-war.
Where they were dissatisfied we always thought that they were better away;
but they gave information to the captain, I suppose, of the ship-of-war that there
were casks of handcuffs, and leg-irons, and such things, down in the lower hold;
they came on board and removed 4,000 casks of powder from the hold up upon
deck, and hauled it all over the deck, to look for those things ; there was not such
a thing in the ship. There is hirdware, which goes out in every ship toa certain
extent; whether the men intended that or nof } cannot tell; but they tossed the
whole cargo over and over, and they brought the 4,000 casks of powder (they were
small casks) upon deck to find the articles which it was alleged were in the vessel;
there was not sucha thing in theship. Those are some of the inconveniences. The
same vessel fellin with a man-of-war; it was calm, and she was seven miles offa)

oat
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boat came, and a midshipman (I believe he wasa midshipman) ordered the captain

ofourvessel to go away to his man-of-war, which was seven milesoff; there was great

danger that he could not join again in the night-time. We have likewise on the

southern coast great inconvenience from being boarded and examined by the

Portuguese. We have had vessels seized and detained. There were three chests

of guns taken out of one of our boats close to the ship, and taken away to Loando

St, Paul’s; they were kept away about a month or six weeks and then returned

again; but they were returned after they had been exposed to the weather;

they were all bright muskets, and they were good for nothing when returned.

Legitimate commerce cannot be carried on where there is anything interfering

constantly with it. We ourselves now have given up that trade.

5779. In consequence of the interference of the men-of-war?—That is oneof

the inconveniences. The Portuguese condemned Mr. Horsfall’s vessel, a man

who had always large estates in Jamaica, but who never would listen, nor even

thought of such a thing, as importing a negro himself; he had an objection to

it altogether; he was the most determined man almost in the kingdom, as much

so at least as any, and his vessel was detained and condemned. The consequence

is, that we cannot get 100 /. insurance done in Liverpool now upon any ship

hound to the south coast with parties with whom we have been accustomed to

do largely. I may also mention that some time since Mr. Horsfall and myself

had a very promising trade at Cape Lopez. A Spanish captain who had lost

his vessel (a slaver), placed himself under the protection of the king there, who

refused to give him up (considering himself bound to protect the man who had

taken refuge with him) on the demand of the man-of-war officer. ‘The latter

immediately landed with armed men, fired on the town, and declared that part

of the coast under blockade; this so exasperated the king against the English

that we were never able afterwards to renew our trade there.

5780. Have you any further remarks to make ?—I havea letter from oneof

our captains, who states some of the difficulties that we have to encounter. Here

‘sa letter from a Mr. Moffat, who was our agent on the south coast :—“* Copy

original, per ‘ Coquette,’ Ambriz, 9th November 1845. Messrs. T. Tobin

and Son. Gentlemen, I have now to inform you of my arrival at Ambriz, on

the 4th instant, and sailed on the 6th for Mazula. 1 have been detained twice

by the Portuguese men-of-war, and once your vessel, the ‘George Canning,’

taken possession of and forcibly held by a Portuguese officer and marines, and

detained for the space of three hours. Whilst at Loango, the Portuguese seized

three chests of guns, your property, whilst on their way to Mazula, in a hired

launch; the documents you will receive; they were returned yesterday. Messrs.

Horsfall & Son’s ‘ Lady Sale’ is seized; the ‘ Lalla’ is seized; the schooner-

detained, but the latter is given up. Legitimate commercial affairs cannot pos-

sibly be carried on on this south coast of Africa, unless British merchants are

hetter supported.” This mentions the “ George Canning ;” she was a small

vessel that we purchased to assist in the legitimate trade there. In going from

place to place, we have always been afraid of carrying a sufficient quantityof

water, because one of the stipulations in the treaties is, that if you have more

water than sufficient, you are liable to be detained; and a Portuguese officer,

perhaps, is to adjudge whether you have too much or not. Now | have a vessel

that has just come in; she made the passage in 35 days out. I have had them

where they have been upwards of five months; therefore you should put in much

water; but if you do, it may be considered that it is having more water than suf-

ficient; and that subjects you to be detained, and probably condemned, She

was short of water, having a long passage, nearly three months, for it is a diffi-

cult passage, and running’short of water, the captain was obliged to bear up for

Cape Lopez, instead of going to Ambriz; he got to Cape Lopez, for the purpose

of getting water; he was there; the natives knew his wants, and it cost him

upwards of 401. to get a cask of water, they knowing that he must have it;

therefore it is one of the hardships that we cannot carry water sufficient for the

purpose of a legitimate voyage. We are obliged to pinch them very much

indeed, and scarcely give them sufficient water to boil their Tice. .

5781. Mr. Cardwell.] Is grain to be purchased in the southern parts of

Africa?—Grain is to be had, but they chiefly live upon cassada;they have,

however, Indian corn, and peas, and beans, and all those kind of things.—

5782. Could you import it into Liverpool? —We did import some about 12

Months ago, but we were liable to be detained by the first man-of-war, or foreign

0.53.
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vessel of war, for having them; because of all those things we are obliged to

have a certificate from the Custom-house here: and if you buy them on the
coast of Africa you can have no certificate from the customs; therefore they
may detain your vessel immediately, and whatever the result is you cannot
come for a farthing of damages. It is enough to prevent any legitimate cum.
merce being carried on at all.

5783. Then any considerable commerce in articles of food to be imported
from the coast of Afriea would be interfered with by the EquipmentArticle ?—

It would; they might be detained. Rice for instance; the windward coast of
Africa is entirely a rice country, but you are not at liberty to take the rice in
there for your own crew; it must either be in the list of provisions or else it
must be part of the cargo.

5784. Mr. M. Milnes.| Have any vessels in which you have been interested

yourself ever been detained ?—They have never been seized so as to be con-

demned, but we have had inconveniences such as I have mentioned, and very
great inconvenience.
5485. But the inconveniences which you have suffered have been from the

suspicions and not from any vessel having been actually seized ?—-They have

been suspicions, and if there had been any reason for it they would have

detained the vessel; but we have been obliged to curtail the number of all
those kind of things to prevent that, seriously to our own disadvantage; for
instance, as 1 mentioned about water, we cannot carry water sufficient, or so
much as we would wish to do.

5786. Are you aware of any vessels, the circumstances uf which you know,
having been unjustly seized ?—That vessel of Mr. Horsfall’s, which 1 named,
she went into the River Congo; it is difficult to get water upon the southern
coast, and the men-of-war go into the River Congo, which is a fresh-water river
altogether; she went there to see if she could trade, in the first place, and for
some puncheons of water, because they cannot get it upon the coast; that was
one of the principal reasons why she was condemned, because of this water and
an iron pot.

5787. Did I understand you correctly to say that you were prevented landing

your goods at some port, only on the ground that that was a port at which a
‘great deal of slave trade was practised ?—That was the answer which the captain

of the vessel got from the officer who guarded the ship with two boats, one on
the bow, and one on the stern, to prevent her trading at Cabenda, on the ground

that it was a suspicious place of trade. I wrote the particularsofit to the Admi-

ralty, and I got an answer from the Admiralty upon the subject, stating that
orders were given not to detain vessels, or interfere with the trade, excepting in

places which were denounced as great slave-trading places. But they miglit
construe that of every place on the south coast.

5788. Therefore you are prevented by the present regulations from legitimate
trade with what are considered suspicious places ?~-Exactly so, accordiny to the
Admiralty letter I have mentioned.

5789. Would not those places which are considered as suspicious, namely the

places which are most in the habit of exporting slaves, be the very places into
which we should try to introduce legitimate trade, and thus substitute one arti-

cle of exportation for another ?—Exactly so. It is my opinion that if instead of
restricting them in that manner, they had endeavoured to encourage all the legiti-

mate trade, they would have done away in a great measure with the slave trade.
5790. And would not those places which are regarded as suspicious be exactly

the places at which you would be likely to land your goods with most advan-
tage >—A great deal would depend upon what produce you could get for them.
In the place that I was speaking of, there are some elephants’ teeth to be got,
and orchilla weed, and frequently specie, which has been brought either by the
Spaniards or the Portuguese. .

5791. Do the other parties to the slave-trade conventions in which we are in-
terested take a pleasure in molesting English ships ?—I do not know that they
can feel pleasure in doing it, but it isa very great inconvenience indeed to the
legitimate trade; so much so that merchants engaged in legitimate trade, if they
are annoyed by those kind of things, will throw it up.

5792. Chairman.] Have you had any vesseis lately from the Congo 2—I had

a vessel, about a fortnight ago, that came in, which had been up the Congo for
the purpose of getting her water, coming from Ambriz. |

5793- Did
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5793+ Did the captain of the vessel state on his return whether any men-of- 1. Tobin, Esq.

war had been in the river 4~——lle stated that he had gone up the river about 30

miles, for the purpose of getting his water for the passage home. The current 3° May 1848.

runs very strong indeed, and the vessels lie close to the trees, with their yards

touching the trees. He stated that a man-of-war had come into the river,within

a few miles of him, and gone away again; and that the officer of the man-.

of-war had stated, that he had been up the Congo for the purpose of examining

the river, and that there were no ships there, whereas our vessel was there. The

captain of our vessel could see his, because his was open to the sea; but he could

not see our vessel, because she was locked in by the trees.

5794. Then we must infer from that, that if your vessel had been a slaver she

would have escaped capture ?—There are a thousand creeks all there through

the Congo, so that it is impossible to find them. I should name likewise, that

when the “ George Canning” was at Cape Lopez, as before mentioned, and was

distressed for water, the natives plundered her of a great. part of her cargo. The

captain and the mate had both died on the windward coast, or soon after

leaving the windward coast. She came in there to get water; they would not

give her water unless the commander of the vessel, who was one of the sailors

then, went ashore for it to make a bargain. The natives came off, and they

plundered a great part of the cargo. _

5795. Had the “ George Canning” been allowed to take out sufficient water,

this calamity would not have ensued ?—No; and she would have. made the

passage in half the time that she did.
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John Lilley, Esq. called in; and Examined.

5796. Mr. Jackson.] ARE you an African Merchant, residing in Liverpool?— John Lilley, Esq.

am,
.

5797. How long have you been acquainted with the coast of Africa?—Nine- 3 June 1848.

teen years.
5798. Have you resided there for a considerable period ?—About 11 out of

them.

5799. Where was your principal residence ?—The Cameroons.

5800. You lived on shore there >—The whole of the time.
5801. Did you erect a house for yourself?—Yes.
5802. Are you acquainted with other parts of the coast of Africa ?—Yes,

Bonny and the Calabar, and slightly with Benin.
5803. You have been up the River Benin ?7—I have.
5804. How far ?—About 50 miles.

5805. Have you traded on the windward coast also ?—I have.
_5800. Have you made many voyages to the coast of Africa ?—Yes; five

distinct ones, besides the time of residing there.

5807. During your residence in the River Cameroons were you in the habit of

going from river to river 7—I was.

5808. Making the Cameroons your depét for trading with every river in Biafra

and Benin ?>~Yes. '

5809. Also trading with the south coast :—Yes; slightly with the south coast, »

foo, as far as the Gaboon.
9.53, 5810. And
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5810. And the island of Fernando Po ?—The islands of Fernando Po, Princes,
and St. Thomas’s.

5811. Having resided so long on the spot, do you consider yourself well
acquainted with the habits and customs, and the opinions and feelings of thepeople
there ?— Perfectly so.

5812. You spoke the language ?—Yes, I did when I resided there.
5813. Sir R. H. Inglis.] What language was it ?—It is the language of the

Cameroons ; I cannot give any other name for it.

5814. Mr. Jackson.] Had you any sort of settlement belonging to yourself
there 7—-I had. ,

5815. Which you considered exclusively as your property 7—Yes.
5816. What number of natives had you connected with it?—Men, women,

and children, I suppose there would be about 200 residing within what I con-
sidered my town.

5817. When you went there what was the state of the River Cameroons as
regards trader—There was very little trade when I first went there.

5818. What were the habits of the people; were they inclined to violence or
peace when you first went ?—They were rather indifferent, not inclined much to
violence; but they would have done so provided there had not been a check
kept upon them.

5819. The trade of that river has increased considerably ?—Considerably; it
has more than doubled since I first went there.

5820. Have you been able to form any opinion as to whether, if the Govern-
ment of this country would sanction such a proceeding, you could obtain from
the River Camersons and the adjacent districts any supply of labour to go to the
West Indies ?—Yes ; I should think it could be done without any difficulty.

5821. Have you been able to form any idea as to what quantity you could
get out of the River Cameroons i 12 months ?—I should think there might be
got out of the Cameroons to the amount of 2,000 in the 12 months.

5822. And the Old Calabar ?—From the Old Calabar I think any quantity.
5823. The Bonny ?—The Bonny I cannot say so much about; there is not the

least doubt that at the Bonny, there being so many chiefs, and all powerful ones,
they might increase it very much. I am giving a statement now merely from the
different chiefs in the different places. At the Calabar they are more civilized
than at other places; they understand better the nature of those people going ; so
that there would be no difficulty at all with them, on the understanding that they
would be returned. The Bonny, I think, would be in the same position, provided
it was explained to them what it was for.

5824. Chairman.| Provided it was explained to the chiefs ?—To the king and
chiefs. I think there would be no difficulty at all in the Bonny.

5825. Mr. Jackson.] The south coast; Corisco and the Gaboon ?—At Corisco
I know men could be had.

5826. Have you ever tried the expéeriment?—I have. I was in the habit of
going to Corisco, and at one time I thought of residing in the Island of Princes.
I said to the senior officer on the station, “There are a great many slaves on this
property; they do nothing; is there any way of getting free labour from the
coast?” He said, “« No, you will not be allowed to do it.” Isaid, “We can

" hire peuple, surely?” He said, ‘* You will not be allowed to do it.” I said,
‘* A few men came over in the ships, and those could be put on shore to work.”
He said, “ No, I do not think it can be done.”’ [ said, “ I want a few men, and
I will try and see what can be done.” There were men who came over as pas-
sengers from Corisco to the Island of Princes, and remained there 12 months, and
went back again.

5827. Could you have got any supply at that time at Corisco?—I suppose
I could have got to the amount of 200 or 300 without anydifficulty then. .

5828. Can you give the Committee any idea as to the cost of obtaining them:
—Nothing but the two months’ advance, which is about 20s.; about 105.
a month.

5829. You are an extensive shipowner yourself?—Yes, I am.
5830. And having been a nautical man for many years, you can forma good

idea as to the cost of carrying over these men to the West Indies ?—Yes, I can.
5831. At what price per head do you think you could carry them, including

provisions, to the West Indies, so as tu leave you a profit on thetransaction|
itft
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With a freight out, I should say that you might take them over for about 3 L.,

provided you could insure a freight for ccals out to Sierra Leone, or to Fernando

Po; but of course that would be governed a great deal by circumstances; in the

present state of things it might be so. .

5832. Would the plan which you would adopt be this, to enter into negotia-

tion with the chiefs of the different districts for the hiring of so many labourers?
—No, I should not do that ; I should go to the chief, and state that I came there

to hire men. I should say, “I want so many men for a certain purpose ;” and

the person being known to him, and it being stated that they should be brought

pack at a certain time, according to agreement, 1 think there would be no diffi-

culty. The advance would be paid to the king or the chief that you got them

from. ,
5833. And you entertain no doubt in your own mind, from your 11 years’

experience and residence in that district, that you could obtain a good supply of

men upon those terms ?—Yes, I do think so.

5834. I believe I am correct in saying that you have yourself purchased, in
quantity and in value, as much produce from the black men on the coastof
Africa as any man living :—Yes, I am certain of it.

5835. Therefore your transactions having been to a very large extent, have
enabled you to come to the opinion which you have formed :—Yes, they have.

5836. Sir R. H. Inglis.] lf you entertain no doubt of the feasibility of the
plan in respect to which you have now been examined, namely, that of removing
to the West Indies from the coast of Africa 2,000 negroes from the Cameroons,
many from the Bonny, and negroes to any amount from Calabar, as the Com-
mittee understand you to have stated, will you be pleased to explain whether
there be anything which prevents the adoption of this plan now, or prevented its
adoption last year, or in 1846, or at any other given period ?—No, I am not
aware of anything which has prevented it, or which would prevent it.

5837. Are you aware that the plan has ever been attempted in any portion of
the region of Africa open to the commerce of England ?—Excepting the Kroo
Coast, I am not aware of any other part. a oe

- 5838. In respect to the Kroo Coast, can you State to the Committee, either
from your own observation, or from your knowledge generally, what number
of free labourers may at any time have been furnished in the course of one
year, in aid of labour in the West Indies?—I really cannot; and when you
ask me the question of free labourers, I cannot explain it at all, because we
do not know them as anything else but free men. O

5839. The Committee are aware, from evidence already received, and from
their own general knowledge of the subject, that the Kroomen have been main-
tained in a state of freedom very different from the state in which the other
natives of the west coast of Africa exist; but the question had reference
rather to the number of persons, whatevever might be their civil condition, in
Africa who could be removed as bond fide free labourersto the West Indies.
Can you state to this Committee that those whom you describe as the 2,000 who
may be exported from the Cameroons, or the number that may be exported from
the Bonny, or the numbers withcut limit who may bé exported from Calabar, in
any degree answer even such a description offreedom as the state of the Kroomen ;
would they not, in other words, be practically the slaves of the king or the
headman to whom, as you say, and not to themselves, the two months’ pay in
advance is to be made over?—I have no doubt they would be mixed; there
would be the two parties together.

5840. In point of fact, can you state to the Committee that the plan to which
you have been directing their attention is one which can be bond fide an impor-
tation into the West Indies of men voluntarily leaving their native country ?—
I say so, decidedly.

5841. Notwithstanding that the payment of two months’ wages in advance is
to be made, not to the individual whose labour is to be transferred, but to another

Person, such person being his king or chief ?—Yes, certainly.
5842. Does that seem consistent with the ideas of freedom ?—It is consistent,

because all their property is in common; everything that they have in all the
towns is in common.

_5843. When you state that every thing is in common, do you meanthat the
ing cr headman is himself lord of the soil, of the property, and of the persons?

—If he requires it he is; it is so in every place.

0-53 5844. What
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5844. What personal knowledge have you of the interior of Africa, or of any

portion beyond the mere seaboard ?—Nothing more than the seaboard. I have

been up the river, butnot, sufficient to give the Committee any information.

5845. Then you spoke in the answer which you Jast addressed to the Com-

mittee rather upon your belief, founded upon the information of others, than from

your own personal information, as to the state of society ?—{f am speaking from

my own knowledge; from my knowledge of the seaboard, I say from that that

it is a fact, that all that is earned by those people, when they go back, is divided

amongst their town.
eonte. You are still speaking of the people of Calabar and those places >—Yes,

of all.
5847. For example, would King Brass have an absolute property in the pos-

sessions and in the persons of his subjects ?—He would.
5848. Therefore the exportation of any of his subjects would be, so far as he

was concerned, the exportation of those in whom he has an absolute property ?—

Certainly. /
5849. With that explanation, can you consider that the persons so exported

can be regarded as free agents, voluntary labourers, free labourers, or any de-

scription other than that of slaves ?—I consider them free to go on board, and

they remain on board free; there is no restriction upon them.

5850. Mr. Jackson.] The Committee understand from you that for the pay-

ment of two months’ advance to the king or chief, such of his subjects as think

fit to go on board a vessel can do so, it not being compulsory on them by the

payment of that amount to the king to do it, but a voluntary act of their own?
—A voluntary act of their own.

5851. Chairman.] I understand your observations to apply to the Cameroons

River, the Calabar, and to the Bonny ?—Yes, principally, and the Kroo Coast.

I know the whole of the Kroo Coast and the south coast, but I have been more

at the other parts.
5852. Sir R. H. Inglis.] What security has King Brass, for example, that his

subjects, or his slaves, whatever they may be, whom he permits to leave his domi-

nions on the payment of 20s. in advance, will ever return to him, or will ever be

restored in any way to Africa ?—Nothing but good faith in the trader who engages

them; froma knowledge of the respectability of the party contracting.

5853. You have been a considerable time, as you have already stated to the

Committee, on the coast of Africa ?—I have.

5854. Have you had, generally speaking, a commerce free with the natives

without disturbance ?—Generally I have.
5855. Do you feel any objection to state to the Committee the exception which

may have existed to it in the Cameroons :—The only exception that ever I have

had has been in trusting the natives; some difficulty sometimes in getting it

paid.
5856. Do you feel any difficulty in explaining that transaction about palmoil

in the Cameroons ?—Not at all; the only difficulty which I have ever had with

the natives has been in trusting them, and my complaint has been to the king:

“ Such a man has not paid me.” He said, “ Very well, if he does not pay you,
you must do as we do, you must stop him and confine him,” and I have had some

- difficulties at times in doing that ; but at the latter part of my residence I had none

whatever, being so well known.
5857. Had you any transaction of that kind on the coast at the time when

Captain William Allen was there ?—I rather think there was, but i cannot call

it to mind. I cannot state exactly the commanding officer that might have been

there.

5858. Will you pursue the subject and state any other instance in which you

had disputes and differences with the natives, any one of which may have ter-

minated by loss of life ?—None. ;

5859. Mr. Jackson.] It bas been stated in evidence before this Committee,

that on one occasion one of Her Majesty’s vessels went up to settle a dispute

between you and one of the chiefs in the River Cameroons ; do you recollect the

circumstance ?—No; the only person that ever came up to settle anything with

me was Colonel Nicholls, at the time that he was at Fernando Po.

5860. And you and he were never upon the best terms, I believe 2—No, we

were not.
5861. You say that the only ground which the chief or king would have for

e
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the return of his subjects that went under the plan which you suggest, would be

the good faith of the party who took the men from him and entered into the con-

tracts with bim ?—Yes.
5862. Has that good faith invariably been observed by the British merchant-

men to the Kroomen who have come on board ?—It has.

5863. Has not the result been that there is an unceasin g supply whenever you

require them 2—It is so. .

5964. Any quantity for the purposes for which you require them on board a

merchant ship could be obtained readily ?—It could.

5865. Do you apply that principle to the district lower down, and are you of

opinion that any quantity could be got, provided a party went down that the

king or chief had faith in 7——-Yes, I think so.

5866. Would you have any objection as a mercantile man, supposing that the

Government would sanction such a proceeding, to undertake a speculation of that

sort, and supply one or two thousand labourers to the West Indies?—I should

not hesitate to do it.

5867. Mr. Barkly.] You think that the kings and chiefs would put such faith

*n the British traders, that they would readily permit their people. to embark at

a stated period to the West Indies; if that emigration were put under the super-

sntendence of the British Government, do not you think that the chiefs would

have even firmer reliance upon the good faith with which all the engagements

made with them would be carried out ?—Yes, there is no doubt of it.

5868. Mr. Jackson.| Were not you present when Captain Tucker entered

‘nto some treaties with the chiefs at the Cameroons and the Old Calabar 7—

Iwas; I think it was Captain Tucker; it was in two instances; in the Calabar

and the Bonny, I think. oo

5869. Had those treaties a beneficial effect ?—Yes, I think they had.

5870. Chairman.] Would these Africans take their wives with them ?>—They

would have to go; women would have togo ; there would be a proportion of

women that would go willingly, by giving them the same money as the men.

5871. Mr. Barkly.| For what period do you think they would be willing to

go?—I should think three years; perhaps five; according to the age of the men

or women, . —

5872. Would they expect a contract to be. entered into with them, securing

a certain rate of wages, or would they go upon the chance of what they might

obtain ?7—They would agree to a certain rate, giving them so much, and it would

be understood. There is always that faith that the contracts are carried out, and

generally exceeded, because there are small things that they cannot agree for,

which we give them frequently. . So

5873. Chairman.] When did you leave the coast of Africa ?—In 1843.

5874. At that time, I suppose, in the district of which you have spoken, there

had been no instance known ot any African having been to the West Indies and

returned ?—There had not; merely to England.

5875. There had been no means of communicating to the inhabitants of that

district the condition of the labouring population of Africa in the WestIndies?

—Not that I am aware of.
5876. Mr. Jackson.] They would not hesitate to take the word of a trader,

and take the venture ?—No, I do not think they would. vs

5877. Mr. Barkly.| Are you well acquainted with the Kroo Coast generally;

the:country in the interior ?—I am not; nothing more than by passing down.

I know all the ports, but nothing further.

5878. Mr. Jackson.] Will you be kind enough to state to the Committee where

you got your crew on your voyages?—I began at Niffo, and I think that the

furthest part where I have had men from the coast is the Bay of St. An-

drew’s; but the Kroomen do not extend any further than Cape Palmas; there

is only one small town, about six miles from Cape Palmas, and that finishes the

Kroomen.
|

5879. Mr. Barkly.| Do the Fishmen extend farther than that r—No.

5880. Mr. Jackson.] What class of men did you get on board the ships?—Men

that came on board as Kroomen, but they are not Kroomen ; they are what are

called Bushmen; the Kroomen call them Bushmen.

5881. Mr. Barkly.| There are several distinct nations on that coast, ‘although

0.53:
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under the generic name of Kroomen ?—Yes. I think about every 50 or 2¢

iniles you find a different nation.

5882. Have you any idea of the total population in that extent of coast to

which you have alluded as the Kroo Coast ?>—No,

5883. Is it a dense population ?—As far as the sea coast, there is no doubt of

it; but many of the men that are shipped as Kroomen at the present day are not

Kroomen ; they are people from the interior, and they merely get the Krooman

mark, and engage with us as Kroomen.

5884. There is a nation called the Grebas?—I am not aware of it by name.

5885. Are the Kroomen marked with perpendicular lines down the forehead

and the nose ?—Yes, on each side ; a triangle on the forehead, and a mark down

the nose.
5886. Chairman.] Perhaps you are aware that the evidence which you are

now giving is not quite in accordance with the testimony which has been given

to this Committee by other witnesses who have been examined here upon this

subject ?—I really have not heard anything of the evidence ; I am only giving

my own knowledge, and nothing further. I have not consulted anybody upon

it; it is merely my own knowledge.
5887. The facts which you are now stating, you feel no doubt of -—They are

facts; I have been 11 years, residing the whole of the time there, which would give

me some knowledge of the coast.

5888. Sir E. Buxton.] With respect to the Kroomen, have you ever been up

the country there 1—I have not; I have never been on shore on the Kroo Coast;

I believe I have been at Grand Cestos once, but merely on shore.

5889. Then what is your knowledge of the Kroo Coast; in what does it con-

sist ?—Merely from my intercourse with the different chiefs in getting Kroomen

down the coast, and in trading for ivory; nothing else.

5890. What grounds have you for thinking that a great supply of Kroomen

could be obtained 7—I have not stated about the Kroomen at all, I think; I have

not entered into the question at all; we never wanted them for the shipping.

5891. You always found enough ?—Always.

5892. Though you found enough for shipping, do you consider that a proof

that you can find a large quantity there who would be willing to go and live for

five years, or three years, in the West Indies ?— No.

5893. You have no knowledge on that subject ?—No.

5894. Mr. Jackson.] You are confining your opinion to the district of which

- you have spoken, from your residence there 2—Yes, from my own knowledge.

5895. Sir E. Buxton.] And you are not aware whether the Kroomen are in

a state of slavery or freedom ?—No, I am not.

5896. Mr. Barkly.| Had you any difficulty when the Kroomen came off to

serve on board your ship ; had you any negotiation to enter into with the chief,

or headman, or king, in any way ?—Nothing more than giving him the advance.

5897. Sir E. Buxton.) To the headman ?—To the headman, which I always saw

taken away ; he always took it away with him.

5898. He did not give it to the men ?—Not at all.
5899. Have you any reason to believe that when the Kroomen go home their

wages go to the chief ?—Yes; 1 am satisfied that it is the case from the informa-

tion they gave me. Immediately they go homeit. is put down to the chief,

and the whole of the town come round and they divide it among them; each one

takes a proportion.
5900. Do not you think it surprising that men are willing to go and work

when they are not to have the wages themselves ?—It is custom, I suppose,

because the next one that goes does the same; and I suppose that is the reason.

5901. Is it not that they are obliged to go?—No, it is not.

5902. Mr. Barkly.| Itis, in fact, a kind of system of communism 7—Yes.

5903. They divide the wages among the whole population ?—Yes, among the

whole town.
5904. Sir E. Buxton.] Does the chief have as much as he likes of it ?>—No,

I think not; he may, perhaps, take the best thing out of what they bring, and the

rest is- divided.

5905. Colonel Thompson.] Did you ever know the plan which you have

described of inducing natives of Africa to go voluntary, on payment to thechiefs,
reduce
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reduced to practice ?—Nothing more than for our shipping; for the use of the

shipping. _ , |
5906. For the use of the shipping on the African coast ?—Yes, for the palm-

oil trade.
5907. Never anywhere else ?—Nowhere else.

5908. Was there anydifficulty during the time that the slave trade was legal,

in your apprehension, in getting the same kind of thing done for the shipping ?—

No, there was not.

5909. It always was done ?—Yes.

5910. There always was facility in procuring Africans to navigate vessels on

the coast of Africa, but no further ?—Always; even the slave vessels did it.

5911. But no further ?—No further that[ am awareof.

12. Do you know ofany instance of any native of Africa agreeing to go to the

West Indies, either as a sailor, or to serve on shore?—No, I do not know of any

instance.
5913. Mr. Barkly.] Have not you heard since your departure from the coast

shat three or four vessels have gone ?—Yes, but not of my own knowledge; only

from hearsay.
5914. Colonel Thompson.| Do you know whether the Africans on board those

vessels went voluntarily or not ?—I cannot say; I am not aware.

5915. Were they taken from the coast with the consent of the chiefs under

any plan similar to what you have recommended ?—Not having any knowledge,

I cannot say. " ,

5916. Then can you or can you not produce any practical evidence of the

possibility ofreducing your plan to action F—Only what I have done myself.

5917. Did you ever take the natives of Africa to the West Indies ?—No, no

further than to the African Islands; as far as that I have, and I have taken them |

from the Corisco up to the Cameroons.
5918. Then does your evidence go to prove that it is easy to procure Africans

for any service on board ship on the coast of Africa; but that you have not any

practical evidence to show that they will go farther, or have gone further 2—No,

no further than bringing them to England.

5919. They will come to England 1—Yes; I have brought them myself to

England. L i,

5920. Sir E. Buxton.| As sailors ?—As servants, and sailors in the same way.

5921. Mr. Barkly.| Do you know anythingof the condition of the ‘Kroomen

at Sierra Leone ?—I do not; I have never been at Sierra Leone.

5922. You are not aware that the Governor and Council have passed an Act

10 prevent more than a certain number coming from the Kroo Coast to that Bri-

tish settlement ?—No, I am not aware of that.

5923. Sir R. H. Inglis.] Were you on the coast of Africa on your own account

in the beginning, or as the agent of a house ?—'I'he agent of another house.

5924. A house in Liverpool ?7—Yes.
5925. What house ?—Hamilton, Jackson & Co.

5926. Did you ever carry on any trade there on your own account r—Never.

5927. But your experience, of course, remains the same, whether you were

the agent of another house, or in your own personal character and capacity, and

you state to the Committee, as the result of your own experience, that you have

no doubt that an unlimited supply of free labourers could be procured from Cala-

bar, for exportation to the West Indies ?7—lI think so.

5928. Mr. Barkly.| Have you not given the best proof of the sincerity of

your belief, in stating to the Committee that you would have no objection to

enter into a mercantile speculation for the purpose, if permitted by the Govern-

mentr——Yes, I have stated so.

5929. Sir E. Buxton.| Do you mean to say that you would contract,yourself,

to supply 2,000 negrces, at 3 La head 2-—That is for their passage from the coast

to the Wést Indies ; that would pay me to do it.

5930. And you would have to pay 14. a head as the advance which the chief

would get 7—Yes.

5931. You took 200 or 300 negroes from the Cameroons to Corisco, did you

not!—No; Isaid I had had people up from the Corisco to the Cameroons, which

were going to a distant country to work, and to reside.

5932. In that case you paid the advance to the chief ?—Yes.

9.53.
5933. Did
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5933. Did the men work for wages with you!—They worked for the same

pay; when they left me I paid them their wages, and they went on shore.

5934. What were the wages ?—Ten shillings a month.

5935- Did you provide them with food or clothing 7—We found them in food;

clothing is nothing, merely a waistcloth; we gave that to them when we liked;

when it was considered necessary to keep them clean.

36. In what work were they employed ?—They were labourers, working at

the palm oil, boiling the oil, and taking care of the premises, and pulling in the

boats, and doing sundry things; fishermen, and all kinds of things.

5937- Did you find them docile 2—Very; we never had any trouble with

them ; they were willing to do everything, as far as they could.

5938. How many men came 7—I think, backwards and forwards, I have had

from 50 to 6o from that part only.

5939. How many women came with them ?—No women came with them.

5940. Would it be easy, do you imagine, to obtain women from Africa ?—I

think so; I think a man would willingly take his wife with him.

5941. Do you know whether the Kroomen ever take their women ?—No, Lam

not aware; they do not in our ships.

5942. Mr. Barkly.] You do not want women on board ship ?—No; we do

not allow it.
5943. Sir E. Buaxton.] You are not aware whether there is any difficulty with

the Kroomen on account of their women ?—I am not aware ; but I should think

not, from my knowledge generally.
5944. I ask you that question, because the almost universal belief is that they

will not take their women in any case?—I think quite different.

5945. Still you never were there 2—No, not sufficiently to know that; I do

not say with respect to the Kroomen, but in the parts that I am acquainted with

1 think there would be no difficulty.
5946. Have you ever known a case where emigrants from Africa have taken

their women with them -—No; the emigration is since I left the coast. I do not

know anything about it.

5947. In those parts of the coast with which you are acquainted, the Old

Calabar, at Cameroons, and the Bonny, did the slave trade exist while you were

there ?—Yes.

5948. To alarge extent ?—To a large extent.

5949. Are you aware whether it exists still ?—I am not aware that it does.

5950. Can you tell us what price is usually paid for a slave in those rivers ?—

I think the price has varied very much.

5951. What are the highest and lowest prices given ?—I should think from 4k.

‘to 6 is about what they pay in goods ; and in money they pay two doubloons.

5952. Is not there a great fear that if we were to take to paying the chief 205.

for a man, other nations might come and profess to take labourers away, and meke

slaves of them ?—That I cannot give an opinion about.

5953. But from the low moral character of the chiefs, do not you think that

that might be the case ?—They would not trust them, I think.

5954. Why should they not trust them if they got the money ?—They would

not trust the foreign nations; I think not.

5955. Chairman.| By “ foreign nations,” you mean Brazilians, Portuguese,

and Spaniards ?—-Yes; they would not trust them, because they would naturally

conclude that the negroes would never come back.

"5956. Mr. Jachson.| Having been in the habit of coming to England and

goirig on board ship has given them.a confidence in the Englishman that they have

not got in the Brazilian and Spaniard 7—Yes.

5957. You say that two months’ pay, 208., would have to be given to the

chiet ?-—Yes.
5958. And that the passage money across could be done for 3 J. ?—Yes,.

I think so.
5959. What do you put down for the provision ?—I should say that 30 days,

at gd. a day, would be about the victualling.

5960. There would be a month’s wages to pay the man while on board the

ship 2—There would be a month lost; a month going over would be lost; that

would come out of his advance ; that would be reckoned in his time.

5961. That would bring it to something under 50.?— Yes.
5962. Mr.
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5902. Mr. Barkly.] With reference to the question of the interest of the chiefs

in the earnings of the Africans, did you ever find any unwillingness on the part

of any of those Africans that you employed when their engagement was at an

end, and after you had paid them their wages, to return to the country in which

their kings or chiefs were ?Never.

5903. They never asked you to take them to any British settlement f—

Never. : . .
5964. Nor to secure their earnings to them in any way? —I never knew an

instance; they were always anxious to get back.

5965. Chairman. You have spoken of having occasionally brought Africans as

domestic servants to England ?—I have.

5966. What was the nature of the arrangement which you made with those

men ?-—Nothing more than the same wages as I had been giving them in the

country.
.

5967 Did you guarantee their return ?—It was the understanding that they

were to go back with me, or in one of my ships, whichever it might be. After

having been a month or two, or three months in England, according to my stay,

they went back again, either with me or in one of my ships.

5968. Did you in that case enter into an engagement with the chief ?—No.

5969. He was cognizant of the fact?—Yes; he asked me as a favour fre-

quently, “ Take this lad belonging to me; take him to England and let him see

what it is ;” and the kings in the same way with their sons.

5970. Mr. Barkly.| They are quite aware of the advantages which their

subjects gain from the superior civilization of our country to their own r—Yes.

5971. Have you any idea of the number of Kroomen that come to Liverpool

and Bristol every year in ships from the coast of Africa :—I have not.

5972. Chairman] Are the Kroomen registered at the custom-house 2—Yes,

every one, and a bond is given for the return of them.

5973. Mr. Jackson.] You have had considerable experience on the coast of

Africa, and you have seen the effect of our squadron; is it your opinion, from

the knowledge which you have acquired, that the squadron will effectually put

down the slave trade ?—I do not think it ever will. ,

5974. Chairman.| Do you think that any augmentation of the force that this

country is likely to employ would be effectual in extinguishing the slave trade?

-—I{ think not.
5975. Sir R. H. Inglis.) Supposing it be the object of this country to suppress

the slave trade, would you or would you not recommend to this Committee to

suggest to Her Majesty’s Government the expediency of removing the squadron ?

—Decidedly I would.

5976. Supposing it be the object of Her Majesty’s Government and of the

British nation to suppress the slave trade, would you or would you not recom-

mend to this Committee to suggest to the Government the removal of the

squadron now on the coast of Africa ?—Provided permission were given tohire

labour, I think the squadron might be removed.

5977. Do you or do you not consider that the presence of the squadron is

advantageous for the protection of lawful commerce -—Not at all.

5978. Mr. Jackson.] You resided in the Cameroons unprotected, had a house

builé there, and were at a distance from the river; did you ever feel that you were

in danger, or required the protection of a British man-of-war !—Never.

5979. Did you find the British men-of-war there aid and assist you in legiti-

mate commerce, or otherwise 7—I rather think the reverse.

5980. Did you ever consider that the interests of the firm that you represented

were benefited by the presence of a man-of-war ?—No; quite the other way.

5981. Sir E, Buston.| With whom had you dealings chiefly in that river ?—

Every one in the river.

5982. The largest merchants there besides yourself were slave dealers, I sup-

pose ?—We had very few slaves where I was; very few slave vessels. In 11

years I do not think there were more than three.

5983. Was that in the Cameroons >—-Yes.

5984. Mr. Jackson.] Did you ever see a slaver in the Old Calabar when you

were there 2—No; when I was in the Calabar the slave trade was abolished,

and I never remember seeing one ; I have heard of one being there while I was

0.53.
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on the coast, but never saw one myself. In the Bimbia, which is between the

Cameroons and the Calabar, there have been several.

5985. Would the Cameroons and the district surrounding it produce any

other article but palm oil if there were any demand for it; does Indian corn

grow there ?—Indian corn and the sugar cane; there is plenty of sugar canein

the interior, and caravanses in any quantity, small beans.

5986. Mr. Barkly.] I suppose the sugar cane is cultivated in a very barbarous

manner there in the manufacture ?>—They do not manufacture it; they merely
cultivate it for chewing.

5987. Chairman.] Do they cultivate it, or does it grow spontaneously ?—They

cultivate it.

5988. Mr. Barkly.| I suppose one of the inducements with the kings and chiefs

to allow their men to be exported to the West Indies would be, that they would

hope that they would be instructed in a better way of cultivating those articles?

—Yes; and the extra gain by bringing money back.

5989. You do not think that they would look to the increased civilization of

the emigrants who went ?—They might as it went further on, but just at the

present moment I could not state anything upon that.

5990. Chairman.] Do you think that the return of those emigrants to their

own country would produce any beneficial effect in civilizing the district in

which they lived ?—I think there is no doubt about it.

5991. Then, on the whole, you recommend the plan on these two accounts;

as a means of supplying the West Indian colonies with labour, and of afterwards

introducing civilization into Africa ?~—I do, on those two grounds.

5992. You mentioned that you did not think that the British squadron on the

coast of Africa was at all likely to extinguish the slave trade; do you think that

the British squadron produces any injurious effect on the slave trade ?—I do not

quite understand the question.

5993. Do you think that the efforts for extinguishing the slave trade are the

cause of cruelty in the manner in which the slaves are conveyed from the coast of

Africa -—I do think so.

5994. Are you of opinion that the cruelty is in proportion to the activity and

vigilance of the cruisers ?—I do think so.

5995. That they go on increasing in proportion ?—They do.

5996. And vary directly with one another ?—They do.

5997. You do not recommend that this country should abandon its object of

suppressing the slave trade, but that it should abandon that mode of suppressing

it ?—-Yes; thatis what I think.

5998. Mr. Barkly.] Was there any English or American missionary resident

at the Cameroons during the period that you were there ?7—I think in the latter

part of my time, one came occasionally over from Fernando Po. I have seen

a missionary there, but I do not think that he resided there when I left ; he came

occasionally backwards and forwards.

5999. The natives have very few opportunities of embracing the truths of

Christianity ?—Very few indeed.

6000. And they are all in the deepest ignorance, I suppose, on the subject of

religion }—They were then ; at the present moment they have missiouaries there.

I was speaking to a missionary, I think about five months ago, that had come

from the Cameroons, who had been out there some two or three years, and he

stated that there was very little improvement since he had been out.

[The Witness delivered in the following Papers 7]

Brisk
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BRITISH SHIPPING to and from the West Coast of Africa, viz. from Morocco to the Cape of

Good Hope(inclusive of the Cape).—From Parliamentary Records.

 

For the United Kingéom.

 

 

 
  

 

INWARDS. OUTWARDS.

Vessels. ‘Tons. Vessels. Tons.

1820 38 8,194 58 314,193

1821 60 145203 58 10,486
1822 43 7,156 68 11,213
1823 46 9,132 75 16,872
1894 67 15,030 97 25,155
1825 102 28,564. 105 25,986

1826 103 28,113 17 22,086
1827 82 23,070 85 23,080

1828 73 19.520 99 26,947
1829 103 27,912 116 31,909
1830 126 34,783 137 38,661
1831 126 36,710 116 31,849
1832 123 ' 30,896 138 33,716
1833 ° 125 31,097 144. 342380

1834 137 32,313 151 352533
1835 131 32,285 130 30,858

1836 138 32,458 174 42,671
1837 182 45,979 136 34,826

1838 133 30,643 149 36,079
1839 127 32,437 148 37,688

1840 134 32,731 ‘152 39,851    
 

BRITISH SHIPPING cleared at Liverpool for the West Coast of Africa.

 

 
 

—_— Vessels. Tons. — Vessels. Tons,

1836 - - - 15,646 1842 47 |. 16,162

1837 - oo. - — 9,560 1843 , 68 22,656

1838 5% 15,009 1844. ' 80 22,972.

1839 53 15,028 1845 gz 24,626

1840 55 18,107 1846 55 16,175

1841 48 17,863 . 1847 66 18,820     
L eannot find any record of the clearances for Africa from Liverpool antecedent to 1836.

T. M. Myers.

Commander William O’Bryen Hoare, %.N.,called in; and Examined.

6001. Chairman. YOU are a Commander in the Royal Navy r—Yes.
6002. Have you been employed on the coast of Brazil ?—I was employed there

nearly two years; from 1843 to 1845.
6003. What vessel did you command ?—The “ Dolphin.”
6004. During the time that you were on that station had you any opportunity

of observing the operations of the slave trade ?-—Yes, I had very great opportu-

nities. Up to within three months of my coming home I was constantly em-

ployed in cruising, and on no other service.

6005. Did you make any captures ?—I captured eight vessels.
6006. Were those vessels loaded with slaves ?—The first capture that 1 made

was a brig with 569.
0.53. 6007. What .
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6007. What was the size of that vessel?—She was 230 tons, I think, or 235, |

as far as I remember.

6008-9. In what condition did you find the slaves ?—In the most horrid state,

I believe, that ever was known in any slaver; the slaves were venerally affected.

I chased her for four hours, and ran her close in shore, when the crew jumped

overboard and deserted her. I had been firing at her heavily during the after-

noon, and the crew jumped overboard, with exception of two, who were so blind

from the disease generally prevailing, the ophthalmia, that they were unable even

to find their way, 1 suppose, to the ganwale. When I got on board, the state of

the vessel and her decks was such that I could hardly stand on them, or any of

the boat’s crews that boarded her, from the filth and dirt. The slaves were

affected to a man,I thiok, more or less with ophthalmia, small-pox, and craw-

craw, and dysentery to a horrid extent; the decks were in such a state, and

she was lying over on her beam ends when I boarded her, so that it was with

difficulty we could stand. The first thing we had to do was to sand the decks

heavily to be able to stand ; then we found that there was no chance of getting

her off without clearing her out, and having only a small proportion of boats—

having two boats away at the time about 30 miles to the southward of me—it took

nearly the whole night in clearing the slaves and getting them on board. I got

them all on the upper deck of the ‘ Dolphin,” which they covered completely;

it just held them; and I covered them over with canvas tor the night. After

clearing the hold I found nine of the slaves dead; I think 1 took nine dead

bodies out. I then hove the vessel off, cleaned her hold, and whitewashed

her, and cleaned all the slaves, The assistant surgeon gave them great relief, as

far as the ophthalmia cases went, from washing them with zinc water, and giving

them wine and bitters, bark, &c. They were in a horrid state altogether. In

the morning I re-shipped them, under great threats from that part of the coast;

it was a part of the coast where there were several facendas for landing the

slaves; they are called facendas; that is, stores; they supply the crews of the

boats employed for the purpose of landing. Itranshipped them, and went 30

miles to the southward and picked my boats up, and then went into Rio with

the prize.
6010. After you captured that vessel did many slaves perish ?—I think 100

died on board the ‘“Crescent;” I think the loss was 100. We got into Rio the

next afternoon ; before we got into Rio I think we lost four or five, between Rio

and Cape Frio, which was about eight hours’ sail from Rio.
6011. Was the disease communicated to your own crew?—One or two of

my men got ophthalmia ; the assistant surgeon himself suffered a little.

6012. It has been represented to this Committee that in some of the cases

where the slaves had been crowded in large numbers on board there are not

the means of bringing them on deck, even to feed them; were the circumstances

under which you found that vessel such as to lead you to suppose that that had

been the case?—I should say, decidedly, that during the 24 hours they could

not feed them regularly ; it would be a matter of great difficulty, I should say, to

discern whether they had been fed or not.
6013. Did you ever in the course of your life see an instance of greater suf.

fering and horror than you witnessed on board that vessel ?—Never.

6014. Could you conceive anything worse ?—Nothing ; I could not, decidedly.

6015. Will you mention the case of another vessel that you took ?—I took

a vessel previously to that, in 1832, just after the slave treaty with the Brazils

came into force; I took a schooner then, with g2 slaves on board, which had

made an extraordinarily quick ran across; she was the first vessel taken under

the treaty. She went over as an experiment: she was the very first vessel,

1 believe,that went from the coast of Brazil to the coast of Africa after the treaty

came in force.
6016. Had she come south of the equator ?—-No, I think not; I am not quite

certain; we never discovered where she had come from; they destroyed her

papers and charts, and everything else. That vessel was taken in 1832. The
other vessels that I captured were vessels generally going across with barter cargoes.

It was a difficult matter to capture vessels witn slaves ; we had the whole ranof

the coast of Africa against the cruisers on the Brazilian coast; nevertheless, they

did escape, and we generally had information of their escapes from the paid in-

formers, which we were obliged to employ on the Brazilian station; we could do
nothing without it, and it was to be done with great difficuity and risk.

6017. Notwithstanding
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6017. Notwithstanding those advantages a vast number of vessels escaped our

vigilance ? —They did escape, for this reason, that the man whom I employed,

whenever he had a perfect knowledge, which he did get in a most extraordinary

way, 1 cannot tell how, entered into a treatygenerally with the merchant or the

slaveowner at either of the ports as to the best bargain he could make. It lay

between myself and the merchant, and if Tcame up to a price, 15 ¢. or 20 b

above that of the merchant, I generally got the right information; otherwise

he took very good care to send me either to the north if the vessel was coming

to the south, or to the south if she was coming to the north.

6018. You could not rely very much upon the information whick he gave you,

consequently :—No; I found out so far, after a time, what he was. ‘That was

my plan generally of attacking him; I went ina straightforward way to him and

asked hin. what amount he had been offered. .

6019. How many vessels in the whole did you capture while you were in com-

mand of the ‘ Dolphin” ?—I captured eight. I might have captured a great

many more, but I was removed from my cruising in consequence of my.captures.

At that time they were trying for a commercial treaty with the Brazils, I believe;

and I believe my captures created a great difficulty ; at least I understood so at

the time, and I was removed then to the packet service between Rio and Monte-

video, and Buenos Ayres. ‘They did not take my slave papers away from me,

but they put me upon that service which rendered it impossible that 1 could cruise,

or that I could chase, the orders being such, having the mails on board, that I

could not leave my course in any way.

6020. In what year were you removed ?>—In October 1844; I then came

home.
6021. Were you acting under the admiral on the station ?—Under the com-

mander-in-chiet of the station ; under Commodore Purvis’s orders.

6022. With respect to the other vessels which you took while in command

of the “ Dolphin,” did you find the slaves on board always in a state of great

suffering ?—That was the only really full vessel that we took, The other vessels

were generally, with two exceptions, vessels with full cargoes, for barter, going

across for the purpose of traffic from Rio. One was the barque “ Bella Angela,”

and the other was a brigantine, the ‘* DonnaMaria.”

6023. You took them, then, under the Equipment Treaty ?>—Yes.

6024. Mr. Barkly.] Were they all condemned ?—There was one vessel that

was condemned; but I was obliged to give her up after condemnation. I re-

ceived an order from home; the order did not come direct to me; it was to

the minister, Mr. Hamilton. After she was captured at Rio, I was unable to

send her up, for she was in a leaky state. I sent a certificate to that effect,

and she was condemned at Demerara; and after the condemnation I received

an order to give her up, which I refused to obey for some time. I at last sent

my boats, by the senior officer’s orders, at the time in port, and they towed her

into the possession of the merchant to whom she belonged; but I never gave

her up, for this reason, that, being the captor, I was liable at any time from the

other captors to have an action brought against me for the amount, she having

been Jegally condemned.

_ 6025. Chairman.| By whom was the order for the delivering up of the vessel

issued to you ?—‘Tbe Britis consul, Mr. Hesketh. The letter is addressed to

Commander Hamilton, of the “Frolic,” the senior officer, and is as follows : —

“Consul’s Office, Rio de Janeiro, 28 November 1844.—Sir, I have the honour to

acquaint you that I hold the receipt of the attorney of Anotonio Joye de Graca,

owner of the Brazilian schooner “ Maria Thereza,” for that vessel, which docu-

ment was delivered to me in exchange for the present notification, having for its

object the recording to you that the said vessel is transferred to its owner's pos-

session, according to the orders of Her Majesty’s Government, and that you may

deliver the said schooner, and all appurtenances, to the bearer hereof; and in

order that the delivery may be completed, I have to request that you will be

pleased to order her to be taken this afternoon to the place that will be pointed

out by the bearer.”

6026. From the observations which you made while you were cruising against

the slave trade, are you, or are you not, of opinion that it would be possible for

this country, by means of the squadron, to extinguish that traffic ?-— Devidedly

ane : two years ago, myself advanced to the First Lord of the Admiralty (and
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they were also laid before Lord Aberdeen, T believe) my remarks, and the points

upon which I clearly proved that the coercion against the slave trade is aiding

and abetting it daily; and I am more impressed with it now than ever, from

accounts which I have had from Rio.

6027. Sir R. H. Inglis.| Do you mean that the presence of the squadron is

daily aiding and abetting the slave trade ?—I do.

6028. Chairman.| Will you be so kind as to explain the ground of that

opinion ?—I have a copy of what I sent in, but I can explain it better, I think,

without referring to it. The grounds upon which I form my opinion are these,

that the produce and the returns have been so great from the slave commerce

in the Brazils that at this present moment, at Bahia, at Pernambuco, at Santos,

and at Rio, there are no less in each town than 10 or 15 companies; in

which companies any man possessing the amount of a dollar can take a share,

Those companies have been got up within the last five years. That has

been entirely caused by the coercion of the British squadrou against the

slave trade, for this reason, that, were there no coercion, the slave trade

would be open, and their care would be great in their transfers of slaves. ‘There is

no doubt that the trade would go on to a certain extent; the transport of negroes

would go on, and the trade would go on between the agents on the coast and the

chiefs, and the traffic would go on generally, but not under the horrid circum-

stances that it does now, for this reason: that as long as cruisers are employed

against them, a peculiar class of vessel, with a shallow hold, and a build for vely-

city, goes to the coast and ships a very large number, more than she can ade-

quately with any comfort, or with any safety, bring across. Each man that ships

in that vessel does not ship with monthly wages, or with any regular wages, from

the captain down to the lowest boy; he goes for the venture, as they term it;

should he succeed, he gets 200 or 300 dollars ; up to the time either of his capture

or of his escape, that man hasa certain share in the run; consequently there is no

act that they will not commit before capture, to get clear of a cruiser or captors;

then the capture increases, and tends to alter the price in the slave market in the

Brazils. On the news of a capture, or on a capture being made, the price of a

slave will run up from 80 J. a head to 120 4. or 150 /. in the market.

6029. It gives a stimulus to the trade?—It gives a stimulus to the trade, a

great stimulus; and the only thing, in my mind, that keeps the trade up, is the

coercion of the captures.
6030. Am I to understand you, that under existing circumstances of coercion,

Brazil is adequately supplied with slaves, but that over and above the nomber of

slaves that are sent into Brazil, a large number are carried away from the coast

of Africa who perish on the voyage:—Decidedly ; a number are carried away

from Africa who perist on the voyage. As to Brazil being adequately supplied

with slaves, I should say, no.

6031. Are you of opinion that the slave trade is iacreased in amount by the

operations of the squadron ?—Decidedly it is; there is no doubt about it. [ was

at Bahia in 1832, when our treaty first came into operation. I think it was the

latter end of 1832; Iam not certain of the month. I was in the “ Dryad”

at the time, and in one of the “ Dryad’s” boats I captured a schooner. At that

time there were not more than three or four slavers in that port. I went up in

_ 1844 to Bahia and I could not land; 3,000 dollars were offered for any man that

would knife me at that time; that would assassinate me. I was informed so by

the consul ; the consul told me on no account to go on shore. [ then pulled up

the harbour, and the harbour was full; there were 80 or go vessels, either refitting
or fitting out. .

6032. Mr. Barhly.| Do not you think that the formation of those slave-

trading companiesinthe.last few years is attributable, in some degree, to the

better market which has been opened for slave labour, in consequence of the policy

of this country, and not to the squadron?—~No; my opinion is that it has been

greatly caused by the coercion of the squadron. 1 think that if coercion were

done away with, either by the government of the Brazils, or by means being

taken for proper inspection of the vessels, which could be done, the slaves would

come over in an ameliorated condition and in a proper manner, and that it would

be beneficial to the slave; for the treatment of the slave in the Brazils in the

present day, from what I witnessed on the coast (and I had a great opportunity

of seeing it in different parts of the coast where they were clearing land), is
exceedingly good ; there was great kindness and attention, and the slaveowness

generally
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generally were a very humane set of people ; a great many Germans and foreigners

were there clearing land.
6033. Lord H. Vane.| Whether the character of the slave trade would be

altered or the amount would be varied, are two very different questions; you

have been asked with respect to the amount of the slave trade, and I understood

you to state positively that the existence of the squadron tends, in your opinion,

to increase the amount of the slave trade as well as to increase its horrors ?—Yes,

I think so, decidedly.
6034. Both the one and the other ?—Decidedly. ma

6035. Chairman.| Do you think that the same number of slaves are nowlanded

on the coast of Brazil as would be landed if there were no squadron and no inter-

yention 2—1 think perhaps there would be more slaves landed for a time if there

were no coercion.
6036. Do you think that there would be more slaves landed in Brazil. if there

were no intervention than are now landed, together with those who perish in the

course of the voyage ?—My idea is, that were the coercion done away with

entirely, more slaves would be brought across in a healthier condition, and that

it would be more beneficial to the slaves, and to their comfort in general.

6037. Sir R. H. Inglis.] Will you be pleased to reconcile the answer which

you have now addressed to the Committee with a previous answer, in which

vou used these words, “The squadron is daily aiding and. abetting the slave

trade” 7—1 do not quite understand the question. I have lost the question to

which you allude.
6038. You used, in a former answer, the following words: ‘ The squadron is

daily aiding and abetting the slave trade ”?—I recollect that perfectly.

6039. Will you be pleased to explain the last answer which you have given,

your attention being now recalled to the preceding answer ?—I think the best

answer which I can give the Committee on that point is the staternent of a slave

dealer at Bahia, at the period that I speak of, to me, which I will quote par-

ticularly. I think I can reconcile the two answers. Slaves are decidedly

wanted iu the Brazils, there is no question about that, and they will pursue

the traffic of slaves under any circumstances; on account of, the different planters

who have taken up their positions there, and have got grants or purchased land

and possess slaves, they will be brought over under any circumstances. What I

allude to as to their being brought over in a larger number, is their being

required; that they would be brought over in a larger number, but they would

not be brought over under the existing horrors and cruelty which they now

experience in consequence of the intervention and coercion which are used

towards the slave trade.
6040. Chairman.| Am I to understand you, that in consequence of the num-

bers that are destroyed by those cruelties there is a larger exportation of slaves

from Africa, and that in that way the British squadron is aiding and abetting the

slave trade ?—No, Ido not mean that; J still wish to explain, that I think were

the coercion done away with a trade would still go on in the slaves toa very large

extent, perhaps to a larger number than now exists, but in a different. manner;

the slave would fall considerably in price. -

6041. Sir E. Buxton.] Where would he fall considerably in price ?—In. the

Brazils. Se

6042. Do you mean that that would induce more to be sold, or less to be sold’

—TI should say decidedly more; the commodity would be more feasible, and

would fall in price. What keeps up the market now, is the captures and. the

ertlisers. Bs

6043. Then how do you reconcile that statement, that if the. price falls more

may be sold, with your answer, that the presence of our cruisers, which raises the

price, tends to aid and abet the slave trade ?—Because it becomes now a most

profitable market. The man to whom I have referred, who was in Bahia ia 1832,

and whom I then knew as the merchant of a common store, was, in the year 1 844,

one of the richest men in the Brazils; he is a man worth from 200,000 Ll to

300,000 J. sterling, and be has made it all from the slave trade, and fromthe rise

in the price of slaves ; from his ventures in the slaves, and from his successful runs.

_ 6044. The trade may be profitable for the merchant; but has not the trade

in slaves been very much checked in numbers by the rise in price occasioned by

the presence of our cruisers?—Not to such an extent; I should ‘say decidedly

not; because the slave has been wanted, and they could not have got on, as they
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have done, in the Brazils without the slave; the slave has been wanted, at times,
at any price.

6045. You have already said that the price would fall, and that more would be
sold, if the squadron were withdrawn ?—Yes, decidediy; the market would be
increased in size, and the value would be less; the slave would go down.

6046. And more would be sold?—More would be sold; no doubt about it.
6047. You say that the slave trade would be increased if our cruisers were

done away ?—I say.the importation of slaves would be increased decidedly in

number, but not under the horrid cruelties and sufferings that they are at this

moment; for this reason, that the transporters of slaves, the price falling, would

take very good care to employ vessels of such a nature that they would be

brought over in the healthiest state. It would be to their interest to bring over

alive, and in a healthy state, every one that they shipped on the coast of Africa
to the coast of the Brazils.

6048. Chairman.| Then your answer goes to this effect, that the operation of
the British squadron augments the horrors of the slave trade ?—Yes; and it
makes a market generally in the Brazils, which would not exist.

6049. Sir R. H. Inglis.] If the presence of the squadron be found to aid and
abet, and so far therefore, it may be presumed, to increase the slave trade, can

the removal of the squadron have likewise the same effect, of increasing the
slave trade ?7—From what | have stated, 1 merely go upon these grounds, that
the slave is actually necessary in the Brazils. There is an immense tract of
country, and very fine country, and slaves they must have; and my opinion is,
that there would be an increase in the number of slaves; I decidedly think that
there would be a very large increase in number.

6050. By which alternative, either by the presence of the squadron, or by the
removal of the squadron, for you have stated the same result to arise from the

_presence as from the removal of the squadron ?—I still hold the same answer

that 1 have given to the Committee, that there would be, to my mind, an increase

in the numbers imported.
6051. The question is this: you have stated that the presence of the squadron

will increase the slave trade; you have stated that the removal of the squadron

will increase the slave trade; if there be an inconsistency in these answers, will

you be pleased, on reconsideration, tu state to the Committee by which answer

you desire to abide ?—It appears to me, now that I see it again, that there may
be an inconsistency in my answer ; but the answer that I gave on the first point

was intended to convey the idea to the Committee, that the coercion, in the pre-

sent state in which it is carried on, tends to make the horror and the suffering of
the trade very great, and also to increase the price of the slave.

6052. In other words, you would wish the Committee to understand, that if

you legalize the slave trade again, the horrors of the middle passage would be
diminished or retnoved ?—I do, decidedly.

6053. Would you, under such circumstances, recommend this Committee to

suggest to Her Majesty's Government, or to Parliament, that the slave trade

should again be legalized ?—Under certain restrictions with the Brazilian govern-
ment, and the Spanish government, decidedly.

6054. Sir EB. Buxton.] What restrictions:—Such as visitations, and binding

the Brazilian government to certain tonnage, and to certain numbers, but ton-

vage principally, and to the fitting out of their vessels. I do not thinkmyself

that the slave trade ever can be abolished ; that is my idea.
6055. Sir R. H. Inglis.| You would wish, then, not merely that the slave trade

should be legalized as between Brazil and the coast of Africa, but even that it
should be legalized as between Great Britain and the coast of Africa ?—~Deci-

dediy not; I have always been impressed myself, and am still, I trust, with the

horrors of trading in or purchasing my own fellow-creature, for any amount,

either of goods or specie. As far as the possibility goes of preventing merchants
who have settled themselves down from procuring labour, I think that the slave

is in an ameliorated position the moment he comes into the possession of one of

those planters, in a much better position than he is in his own country. I do not

allude to anything with relation to England, and the traffic of English merchants
in slave trade; my answer applies merely to the two governments, the Spanish
and the Portuguese, who are the present traders in slaves. .

6056. Then you are prepared to recommend the encouragement of the slave
trade between Brazil and Cuba on the one hand, and Africa.on the other ?—Not

at
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at all; under the denomination of slave trade I should not recommend it. T may

there be thought inconsistent again; but under those circumstances I should not;

] should not recommend it under the name, at all, of slave trade.

6057- Chairman.| Not in that character ?—Not in that character.

6058. Sir R. H. Inglis.) Do you consider under the character of slave trade,

the removal of. negroes from Africa, against their will, to the West Indies or

to Brazil ?— Decidedly.
6059. Is that the character of the system which you would wish that the Go-

vernuent of this country should concur with the government of Brazil or of Spain

in legalizing hereafter ?—No.

6060. Will you explain to the Committee what is the species of commerce for

supplying Brazil and Cuba with labourers which you would desire to see legalized ?

—That question I am unable to answer; I have not gone ‘so far into it as that;

I think there would be a measure which might be brought forward, but f would

not answer that question; I would not bring forward any measure for that, or

make any proposition.
6061. Chairman.] I understand you to say, that you consider it to be impossible

to prevent the supply of labourers in some capacity to Brazil from the coast of

Africa 7—Yes.
6062. Do you think that the people of Brazil are so much attached to the

slave trade, as to desire to have those labourers in the character of slaves, if they

could have them as free men ?—TI think that the body of planters now settled

down in the Brazils, generally are not of that character; that they have not that

avaricious desire which the Brazilian has hitherto had, that is, of being possessed

of slaves.
—_

Go63. In fact, what they want is to have their land cultivated ?—They want

their land cultivated, and I think that there is a better class of people now daily

getting into the Brazils; there area great number of Germans, and a great num-

ber of French settlers.
:

6064. You were referring to some papers; will you be kind enough to tell

us what are the contentsof them ?—What I referred to was to give an idea of

what a man had done who in 1832 was possessed of little or nothing. Since that

[had not seen him up to 1844; I then found that he was the principal owner

of a brig which I was watching at that time in Bahia Harbour, which I chased

out one or two nights and chased back again. I did not succeed in capturing

her; she escaped me the fourth night. On iny seeing this man on one occasion

in the harbour I spoke to him; I knew him again, and he recognised me ; I

remarked to him that we were not the welcome people that we used to bein

1832. He said, “* Why?” I-said, “ You know what we are doing here very well.”

“Yes,”he said. I said, “ The ‘ Isabelle’ (which was the name of the brig) is yours

I understand ; you are getting on in the world.” He said, “ Yes,” and pointing

to a very large house on the hill, he said “and that is mine also.” I made

some other remark to him,and be said, ‘* You are quite mistaken as to your appear-

ance being disagreeable here ; you and the rest of the British cruisers have caused

my good fortune, and placed me in the position that I am in now.” I certainly

at the time was very much at a loss to. make out his reasoning, but since that I

have been fully impressed, on looking into the thing, that the coercion has done

it, and has enriched that man to the amount that he is possessed of at this present

moment, Certainly I do not approve of the trade in any one way. Lam against

it, as far as I can be, from the horrors which 1 have witnessed in it, and have

always understood in the West Indies several years before I had seen.it; but my

idea is, that the coercion has been the great cause of enriching the dealers in the

slaves, and has kept up the enormous prices in the market, which has caused those

people in the companies that I spoke of to form the companies, and induces every

man that possesses anything like an amount of money to take shares in the same,

from the enormous returns and profits which they give._

6065. Sir R. H. Inglis.| Is the individual to whom you refer one who after-

wards went to the coast ot Africa and resided there ?—No; the merchant whom

I speak of was never on the coast, but Domingo, who was his agent, was obliged

to go ; he committed, I believe, a murder at Bahia, and he was obliged to flee ;

he fled to the coast, and when he got to the coast, che, I understood, made an

offer to the merchant to become his agent for the purpose; they all of them have

a resident agent immediately on the coast for the purpose of trafficking, and

having the cargoes of slaves ready down on the coast for shipment.

0.53.
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6066. Was this man at Cabenda?—He was at Cabenda for some time; he
was at Loando and he was at Cabenda, and he then returned after some years,
when this murder blew over entirely, to Bahia. A change took place of the
president, and one thing and another, and he is, I believe, at this moment residing
at Bahia, and is a very rich man. He returned from his agency with a very large
sum of money from the coast, made by agency alone.

6067. Admiral Bowles.] After the evidence which you have subsequently given,
are you not now of opinion that your answer to one of the first questions which
was asked you, namely, that the squadron on the coast of Africa might be con-
sidered as “ aiding and abetting” the slave trade, is too strong an expression,
Are you aware of the full force of the words “ aiding and abetting” ?—Perhaps,
on consideration, the words may not be appropriate exactly. ‘Those have been
the words that I have made use of in several places in the statement that I sent in
two years ago. In answer to the question, I should say that I do not intend to
insinuate anything to the squadron on the coast of Africa in the shape of aiding.
Having made use of the word “ aiding,” I do not intendto insinuate that they
have aided or abetted, but I have used the words merely with regard to the slave
trade, to the traffic that is carried on, and to the presence of the squadron with
regard to that traffic.

6068. Sir Z. Burton.] You think that, unintentionally, the effect of the squadron
is to aid and abet the slave trade >—-Yes, to increase it.

6069. In amount, or in horror ?—Jn horror.
6070. Not in amount?—Yes; I may say in amount too, because | have stated

that enormous sums of money have been made, and that the trade is so sought
after under its existing course, it is so lucrative, it gives such enormous returns,
and premiums caused by coercion, that I think I may state in both.

6071. Mr. Barkly.] The squadron cannot increase the profit of the slave
dealer in a greater proportion than it diminishes the profits of the planters who
buy the slaves. If it raises the price of the slave and gives an additicnal profit to
the slave dealer it diminishes the profit of the planter; the one must be equal to
the uther ?—There is an answer to that, which is this; that they cannot go on at
the rapid pace that they are trying to do in the Brazils in the cultivation of their
land. ‘They have great difficulty in going on with the clearance that they are
trying at this moment to make.

6072. You have spoken of French and German settlers having recently
established themselves in the Brazils; 1 suppose they have been attracted to that
country by the prospect of making a iarge fortune ?—T do not know as to the large
fortune; they certainly, to my knowledge, within the time I was there, improved
their estates, and were living in much greater comfort than when they came out.

6073. They settled there as sugar and coffee planters ?—Yes, coffee generally ;
and they were sowing grain of different descriptions. The land and the climate
are very fine, and it is not only adapted for sugar and coffee, but it is adapted to
numerous other growths. ,

6074. But the possession of a sugar or coffee plantation in Brazil is exceedingly
profitableat the present time ?—Coffee is, I should say, decidedly ; sugar not so
much so, for they have not mills established to any very great extent in southern
districts; they are rather at a loss for mills. ,

6075. Have you been in the Brazils since the recent alteration in the sugar
duties of 1846 ?—I have not.

6076. Must not the demand for slaves in Brazil be regulated very much by
the value of the article produced by the labour of those slaves ?—I should say
yes, decidedly.

6077. The desire of the planters to get slaves must depend upon the price of
the articles which the slaves would raise for them ?—Yes, I should say so.

6078. Therefore, if you raise the value of slave produce in the markets of
Europe, you increase the demand for slaves in Brazil ?—Yes.

6079. Mr. Simeon.] You have stated that you found it necessary to employ
spies upon the coast, to inform you of the proceedings of the slavers ; out of what
funds did the money with which you paid those spies arise ?—It came from an
agreement entered into on many occasions with myself and the officers on board.
There was an agreement drawn up between us, in case of captures being made;
and in fact, it went through the ship’s company generally. It is a course which
has been carried on for many years there, I believe, ever since the trade has
become illegal. This man‘has been employed for many years there.

6080. There
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6080. There were no funds put at your disposal by the Government ?—None,

with regard to myself. He was paid by the Government to a certain extent; he

was paid by the minister to a certain extent; to what extent I do not know, but

I know that he was in the pay of the minister.

6¢81. The colonial minister ?>—No, the British minister there; he was an em-

ployé generally of the British minister there; his information was tendered, and

it came very often through the British minister.

6082. What minister do you allude to'—Mr. Hamilton Hamilton; he was the

wninister plenipotentiary at the time.

6083. At Rio?—Yes.
6084. Mr. Barkly.] The sums which you paid to this man for information,

were to be deducted from the bounties upon the tonnage of the vessels captured ?
—Yes; it was a private arrangement entered into; in fact this man led gene-

rally 10 the captures that were made on the coast, not only by myself, but by other

cruizers. He went to sea in one or twoof the vessels, and he acted as a pilot on

one or two occasions, and pointed out the different positions, which it would have

been impossible for us to have found out on the coast, but which he was aware of

from his knowledge of the properties belonging to slave traders.

6085. As a naval man now proposing to abolish the squadron for the coercive
euppression of the slave trade, you are proposing that the naval service should
give up what is a source of considerable profit to themselves?—Decidedly. It is

possible that ] might be a loser by it myself to a certain amount at a future time ;
I might be appointed again on the same service if the squadron were not removed.

6686. I suppose there is no more lucrative service than being employed on the
coast ofAfrica ?—It is the only certain lucrative service in the present day; the
only one to which all our really best seamen go. I believe ourbest seamen rush
to the coast of Africa, quite regardless of their loss of health and strength. In
the course of three years, if they are out there, men of 20 and 25 come home
looking like men of 50, and generally perfectly unfit for any other climate but
that of the West Indies again.

6087. Then you would say that any naval officer who, before this Committee,
recommended the withdrawal of the squadron, must be perfectly disinterested in
the matter >—Decidedly.

6088. That it would be adverse to his own interest as likely to get a ship >—
Decidedly. | " Te

6089. Admiral Bowles.] Do the officers rush with equal eagernessto the coast
of Africa ?—-1 should say that they did not.

dogo. Mr. Barkly.] But do you think that if there were no encouragement in
the way of bounties upon the slave trade on the coast of Africa it would be still
more difficult to get officers to volunteer to that station ‘—I do; I think it would
be still more difficult.

6091. Sir E. Buxton.| The question is whether, underpresent circumstances,
the cflicers consider it a desirable station?—There are officers who have sought
it, and there are officers in the service, I believe, who still seek the coast. I have
eard officers speak their opinions, that they would just.as soon go to the coast

of Africa as to anyother station. . : .
6og2. Is that the general opinion?—I should say no; but I have heard it

asserted, and have known men seek it.
6093. Chairman.] Still the advantage of the service operates in the way of

money :—No doubt of it. a
6094. The service offers advantages to officers in a situation to obtain that

pronioticn ?—Decidedly ; if they remain any length of time, and succeed in
making numerous captures, and succeed in carrying. out the service, it is deci-
dedly. beneficial to their interests. " a we

6095. Mr. Simeon.] You mentioned aparticular case of a vessel of 230 tons,
with 569 slaves on board, and you said that nine slaves were fourid dead in: that
vessel >— Yes. 4 :

6096. Do you know whether those slaves appeared to. have been dead for some

time ?— I think the surgeon’s opinion was that they bad been dead from 12 to 18
heurs, scmething of that kind,which was about the time she must: have'lirst made
the land. It was after a very heavy. breeze ; there were a great number of coast-
ers, und a nember of vessels round about her, and I have no doubt that she was
intimidated, and fearful that some of them might be cruisers, as we were gene-
tally disguised. We generally went out in disguise; in fact the vessel which J
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commanded had very much the same rig as the coasting vessels on that coast, and
we were enabled to go in amongst them, except our size of hall, and not to be
discovered, which we did on this occasion ; had we not done that, we should not
have succeeded in making the capture. The slaves, in my belief, had been kept
below for a great length of time, which I should infer from the great disease
which was then ravaging amongst them, and that caused the deaths, no doubt, of
those whom we found dead in the hold.

6097. Then there had been circumstances attending the chase which would
lead vou to believe that that was more than the average daily mortality among
them; you suppose that they had been kept under the hatchways in consequence
of apprehension?—Yes. She was 58 days coming over. They destroyed most
of the papers, but from some sinall return which we got hold of, I think we
calculated that she had lost about 40 on the passage.

6098. Mr. Barkly.] But that vessel could not have been so crowded as many
vessels that come from the coast of Africa to Brazil; she had not much more
than two men per ton when you captured her, and [ believe the proportion is
much greater than that?—She was a peculiar build of vessel. That was the
return which we gave as to measurement ourselves; but I think, from the plank
and the great quantity of casks which they had on board, and from the food, they
must have been crowded. The greater portion of that vessel also was taken up as
a female slave room, which caused the male population to be very much crowded;
the male slaves which were on board were severely crowded, I should say.

6099. Do you know what proportion of females there were on board ?—I think
there were 60 or 70.

6099*. Do you recollect what the height between decks was?—They were
stowed in bulk. She had an open hold, with the exception of the casks; there
was a ground tier of casks. They were stowed more like a box of fis or raisins
than anything else. She had a female slave room.

6100. But no slave deck ?—~No, she had no deck.
6101. Chairman.| Was the “ Dolphin” a brig ?—A brigantine.
6102. Mr. Barkly.] You have made a suggestion to the Committee as to get-

ting the Brazilians to pass a Regulation Act for conducting the slave trade. Do
you think that there would be any chance of their observing the provisions of such
an Act as that more faithfully than they have done their treaties with this country?
—Except under very severe measures, I do not think you would get the Brazilians
to adhere to anything, for they are a most miserable race, without any control of

_ power over them. I consider Brazil more a republic myself than anything else
in itspresent state; the emperor is a mere nonentity there, tomy mind. I should
‘say that it would be impossible, except under very severe measures; the members
of senate being generally slaveholders. For instance, in the case of that very
vessel to which 1 have referred, going out of Rio Harbour, the senior officer and
myself had threats held out that she would not be allowed to pass the forts, anda
28-gun shipthen going out, and another brig, and myself were, I was going to say,
obliged to go out with her; we were not obliged, because we did not think they
would carry it out, but we did go out with her, we convoyed her past the forts.

6103. That was a vessel which you captured?—-Yes. On one occasion, in the
case of a very large barque with a very valuable cargo, they made every attempt
to recapture her. I was obliged to run her into Rio Harbour, and examine
her hold there previously to sending her to sea, and I had very great difficulty in
keeping her. I was obliged to apply to the senior officer for a reinforcement of
men, and to keep sentries with loaded ball all night; the boats made several
attempts to recapture her in the harbour.

6104. You stated that one of the vessels which you had captured had been
condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court of Demerara ?—Yes.

6105. Did you capture her off the coast of Brazil 2—Yes.
6106. How long is the run from the coast of Brazil to the colony of Demerara?

—I think they were 60 days going out from Rio.
6107. Is the wind generally adverse >—Yes.
6108. A dead beat ?—Yes, and she, according to instructions, took the land

winds close in shore.
6109. Were the slaves sent in her ?—A certain proportion of slaves were sent

up in her as apprentices ; she was chartered.
6110. Did any mortality occur ?—Yes ; I think they lost six or seven going up.
6111, Not more than that during the 60 days:?—No, I think not.

6112. The
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6112. Did the Brazilians manifest much indignation at the fact of those people

being sent away fiom Brazil to work in the British colonies 7—Whether it was

pecause they were to work in the British.colonies cr not, I do not know; they

certainly did on several occasions. At that time there were one or two slaves

who escaped from the “ Crescent ;” they were taken out by different owners ;

they were very valuable slaves, from their either having a knowledge of work, or

their having been servants onboard the vessel coming over; there were two, I

think, during the time that I was there, recaptured out of the “ Crescent,” which

was the receiving ship, the depét ship. In fact there was no point that the

Brazilians would not have risked to have got them all if they could, had they dared

to do it, I believe.
re

6113. Were you on the coast when they did actually recapture any vessel with

glaves on board that had been taken by one of Her Majesty’s ships ?—Yes; they

recaptured one of my vessels, the “‘Zulmera,” in the harbour of Dos Rios; she

was taken by one of my boats, commanded at the time by a mate, and his report

to me was, that he had a skirmish with them, in which he was beaten off, and

they recaptured .her. I happened to come up the next morning from the

cruising ground where I had been, and he came on board and reported this to me.

I immediately stood into the bay, and then warped in close to shore, and found

her lying on shore on her beam ends, and my ensign, which had been

flying on board of her, which the prize-master hadleft, had been hauled down —

and taken on shore. There was a very large facenda and a large chateau

there belonging to a slaveowner, whose name at this moment I forget.. I sent.on.

shore to him, and demanded the ensign, which I got back after some threats.

I moored. my vessel, and I then took the necessary measures for heaving. this

vessel off, which I did; he sent down avery large body at one time in a number

of canoes, with the idea that we should be intimidated from doing it. A brig

some three years previous to this had been there, and exchangedseveral, shots

with a hidden fort in wood belonging to this facenda. I. gave him notice that I

should open fire on his house immediately if he interfered, and on his whole

facenda, and upon that he retired. The whole of that night I was heaving (it

was very heavy) and taking the necessary measures to buoy her up. Isucceeded

at daylight in heaving her off. I then tried to get her out of the bay ;it was a

difficult bay to get out of; andI got the “ Dolphin,” after sometime, to warp her

out; they made another attempt then; they thought I had abandoned her. . [

then sent the boats in, and without any more trouble I got her out; but. they

would, no doubt, have attempted it again had I not held out-very perewptory |

threats to them of what I should do if they did anything of the kind. The

slaves escaped in the night. When my prize-master boarded her the slaves were

on beard, but he was overcome ;-a large body came down from the facenda, and

he had merely a boat’s crew of 10 men. Do

6114. Sir EZ. Buaton.] I-supposethe-slaves were the. most valuable part:of

the cargo ?—Decidedly. we .

6115. Much more valuable than the ship 2-~-Decidedly, so far.as return went

to the captors.
6116. Mr. Barkly]. Do you think that if the squadron were withdrawn from

the coast of Africa-and placed on the coast of Brazil, it would lead to many coi-

lisions of that kind with the inhabitants ?—No, 1 do not think so ;. for.this rea-

son, that I think they fear. us excessively. I do not think that it would ever lead

to anything like a serious collision. : . . .

_ 6117. You are of opinion that they would be afraid of the superior. power:—

Yes; I have also often thought that if the squadron as it now stands were. dis-

persed; if it visited the coast of Brazil from the coast of Africa oncertain

occasions, so far as coercion goes, it would tend to create more captures than.

are made at this present moment. My idea is, that if a communication had

been kept up betweenthe coast of Africa.and the Brazils, information could have

been given as to the sailing of vessels which they do not get now. . Vessels. now

leave the Brazilian station, and the slavesare ready to a day for them; within

24 or 48 hours they ship their cargoes and return, and very often run through —

the coast of Africa squadron. ae epee Le

6118, Is there no communication between the, squadron on the. coast of

Brazil and the blockading squadron on the coast of Africa:—There was none

whatever when I was out there. Lo
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Martis, 6° die Junii, 1848.

MEMBERS PRESENT.

Mr. Barkly. Mr. Monckton Milnes.
Mr. Hutt. Viscount Brackley.
Mr. Simeon. Lord Courtenay.

Colonel Thompson. Sir R. H. Tiglis.

Sir Edward Buxton. Karl of Lincoln.

Mr. Gladstone.

WILLIAM HUTT, Esa., 1x THE CHaiR.

Alevander Macgregor, Esq., called in ;, and Examined.

6119. Chairman.] YOU are, I believe, connected with the West Indies by

property, and you are a member of the West India Committee r-—Yes.

6120. You have consequently had every opportunity of knowing the various

changes which have taken place in regard to West Indian affairs ?>—Yes, I have

had considerable opportunities. ~ ae

6121. Are you generally acquainted with the economical and social con-

dition which the West Indies presented previously to emancipation and since —

emancipation ?—I think I am.
. 6122. I believe there are in the West Indies about 17 colonies ?—Yes, large

and small. —
6123. Will you describe to the Committee what is the nature of the

Emancipation Act?—The nature of the Emancipation Act was to convert

slaves first of all into apprentices, at least all above six years of age; those.

under six were at once made free. That apprenticeship was to continue till

1840, but it was suddenly terminated in 1838, to the great disadvantage of the

colonies and the proprietors. © = =
- 6124. What was the effect on the productive industry of the West Indies of
the absolute emancipation of the slaves ?—I think that may be best shown by

referring to the Parliamentary return of the imports from those colonies. I may

say generally that it had the effect of reducing immediately the production

very nearly one-half in ‘quantity, and also of aggravating the cost of that

diminished production; in some cases it quintupled it; in others, in-a smaller

degree; but in all cases it was enormously aggravated.
6125. In what year did.that enormous falling off first exhibit itself?—I think

it exhibited itself in 1840 here; the crop that had been on the ground of
course came home in 1839. ns os

6126. Will you state what was the average amount of sugar for three or

four years previous to emancipation, and the productionof sugar from the

West Indian colonies in the three years subsequent to Emancipation!

—Beginning at 1835 the importation of sugar from those colonies into
this country was 3,524,209 ewt.; in 1836 it was 3,601,791 cwt.;. in 1837. it

was 3,306,775 cwt.; and in 1838, 3,520,676 ewt. Then passing over 1839,

which was what we call the intermediate year, because the crop that had been

planted in 1838 was of course to be reaped in 1839, although absolute freedom

had then taken place, I pass on to 1840, which was the crop that ought to. have

been fuliy planted in the autumn of 1838, showing the first effect of the
measure, and the importation appears to have been 2,214,764; in the next

year, 1841, it was 2,148,218; in 1842 it was 2,508,725. .

6127. Will you beso kind as to take the three years which preceded the

Actof Emancipation, namely, the years 1831, 1832, and 1833 ?—In 1831 the

imports amountedto 4,103,800,in’1832, 3,773,456, and in 1833, 3,646,205;

1834 might be also added to that list, because in fact it is in the same category5

in 1834 they were 3,843,976. -
6128, Between the years 1832 and 1840, there wasafalling off of nearly

50 per cent. ?—Yes, very nearly 50 per cent. re
6129. To what circumstance do you attribute that extraordinary fallingoff

in
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in the productive industry of the West Indian colonies ?—To the withdrawal of

jabour from the plantations which had been previously attached to them by the

system of slavery. ; -_

6190. Does this decrease of production apply exclusively to sugar ?>—Not

at all; it is quite as extensive, with regard to coffee and other productionsof

a subordinate character.

6131. Did Great Britain provide any way for putting to rights the derange-

ment in the framework of society which had been caused by the Act of

1833 >I am not aware of any measure that was taken for that purpose.

6132. Did the Government of this country thwart the attempt on the part

of individual planters to place the economical circumstances of those colonies

on a better footing ?—Nothing was done until 1838, for the period of the

apprenticeship secured a certain amount of labour to every ‘plantation. The

people were still attached to the same plantations to which they had been

attached in a state of slavery. In 1838, simultaneously with the abolitionof

the apprenticeship, an Order in Council was passed prohibiting the proprietors

from engaging any agricultural labourers except those that were on the spot,

giving thereby a monopoly of the employment to these people. :

6133. At that time what had been the conduct of the. preedial slaves on

acquiring their complete freedom ?—It was very: natural; they seemed deter-

mined to enjoy the new condition into which they had been brought;. they

very generally for a time abstained from labour, or at all events engaged very

moderately in labour, and a very great number withdrew altogether from the

plantations, as might, I think, have been expected in the transition from a

state of bondage toa state of free society, filling up a great many gradations in

the seale, from the proprietary body down to the peasant. a

6134. Did some of them become shopkeepers?—A great many became huck-

sters; they tovk to various occupations; there seemed to bea great disposition

to wander about, and go to the towns and follow any pursuit but: steady daily

agricultural labour. A certain number of the people applied themselves:to

agricultural labour only, and in consequence of their number being very much

diminished, of course they could exact any terms they pleased for their-services.

6135. Did the rate of wages in the West Indies rise considerably in’ conse-

quence of that change in society ?—Enormously; it is very difficult in fact to

describe what the real cost of labour was; the money wages do not express the

cost of labour even now. At that time they still less expressed the cost of

labour, because the quantity and quality of the work performed for the money

of course requires to be taken into account in estimating the cost of labour. I

verily believe, that while the planters in some of the colonies (I can. name

‘Trinidad, where I happen to be interested myself,) were giving apparently half-a-

dollar, with certain allowances, they were, for a good day’s work, actually giving

very nearly 10s. at the first.. Lo

6136. Looking to the wages that were paid, and to the work which was per-

formed for the wages, you have no hesitation in saying that there was an enor-

mous increase in the actual rate of wages given for the labour of those who

were willing to be employed ?>—- Undoubtedly. ne - :

6137. Did you find that in consequence of the large amount ofwages which’
those labourers received they were less inclined than formerly to continuous-

work ?—Formerly they wereobliged to engage in continuous work, so that it

is impossible to compare the dispositions which they evinced during the. two

periods. They did exactly. I think as most people would do, they worked as

little as they could for as much as they could get. -

6138. Did the planters derive any disadvantage from the want of continuous.
labour in the process of reaping the canes-and the manufacture of the sugar :—
Immense disadvantages. It is impossible to estimate the losses that were occa-

sioned in that way. I presume:the Committee are well aware that sugar culti-
vation requires a combination of labour. in all its departments. to render it

effectual and profitable, so that if one department is not well supplied the whele
is deranged, and consequently very serious loss incurred. ~~ ae

6139~40. Will you explain to the Committee what steps the planters

took to remedy the inconveniences under ‘which they were: suffering from
this want of labour in the colonies?—The first’ step they took. was. to en-
deavour to get the restriction which.had been imposed upon them abrogated..

6141. What restriction :—The restriction by the Order in Council, dated in

0.53. September

A. Macgregor,
Esq.
 net

6 June 1848.

 



A. Macgregor,
Esq.
 we

6 June 1848.

38 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE

September 1838, prohibiting any contracts from being made with labourers,

except in the colony in which the labour was to be performed.

6142. Mr. Barkly.] Will you state how that Order in Council which applied

to the Crown colonies was extended to the legislative colonies ?—The Committee

are aware that in the Crown colonies an Order in Council is absolute; in the

chartered colonies, those which possess a representative government, the Crown

is represented by the Secretary of State, whose assent to every law is necessary

to render it valid. The way in which that Order in Council in particular was,

and any Order in Council may be, imposed upon the representative colonies is

this: a circular despatch was sent by the Secretary of State to the governors

of those representative colonies, inclosing a copy of the Order in Council.

and instructing them not to assent to any law that was not in conformity with

that Order in Council; thereby indirectly imposing the terms of the Order in

Council, and theprohibition which it contained, upon all the colonies.

6143.. Chairman.] Then the colonies which had representative assemblies

were placed as immediately under this Order in Council as if the; had been

Crown colonies ’—-Under the terms of it. oe

6144. What was the nature of the efforts of the planters to obtain labour

from elsewhere; to what countries did they apply for labour?—Their first

effort was to get immigration laws passed, laws permitting emigration from

different parts, where they thought suitable labourers might be found ; and to

procure first of all the assent of the Government at home, to those immigration

‘Acts. As contracts were not permitted, of course no individual proprietor

could go to a foreign country for the purpose of conveying emigrants at his

own expense, because if he did so he had no assurance whatever that those

people would give him their labour. It was therefore found necessary to aim

at emigration on the general account of each colony, to be paid out of the

public fands of that colony, and that the labourers so conveyed should be at

the disposal of all, open to the competition of the employers of all classes.

That method was also thought a very good one in respect to the. poorer pro-

prietors who had not the means, even if they had been permitted, of going to

any other country for labour; they were put on the same footing as tlie richer

ptoprietors. Those Immigration Ordinances encountered great opposition

here; as passed in the colonies they included our settlements on the coast of

Africa; those were all excluded when they came here; they were expunged

from the Ordinances, and, so mutilated, they were passed.

6145. To what countries were you permitted to apply yourselves, in order to

restore the supply of labour ?—They were very. limited; it was restricted. to

the neighbouring colonies. 1 believe the first ordinance that passed was that

in Trinidad, and it permitted premiums for the conveyance of emigrants from

the neighbouring islands: a few dollars is all that is necessary for that purpose;

of course it did no good to their neighbours, to draw away the labour from

them. They were also, after a time, permitted to try emigration from the United

States, but that permission was accompanied again by such restrictions, restric-

tions against making any kind of contract, as in fact-rendered it nugatory. Then

after a delay of two years, I think, when Lord John Russell was in the Colonial

Office, he for the first time permitted an attempt to be made to procure emi-

grants from Sierra Leone.
6146. Did you find, practically, that this ordinance of the Government,

requiring you-to await the coming of the labourers into the West Indian:

colonies, before you could make your contracts, was an effectual bar to thie

supply of labour ?—-A complete denial. “There was no possibility of getting

a single labourer engaged under that law. . oe

6147. And that is true, whether you refer to efforts made by individuals, or

to the efforts made by the islands as communities !—No individual could make

such an effort, because it required an outlay of money without the slightest pro-

spect of advantage; no individual had any motive to expend money in bringing

_ people to a colony where he could not be at all sure of their labour. As soon

as they arrived there, the first thing they were told was, that if they had been

entrapped into any contract, it was not valid. Every vessel that arrives at

Trinidad, for example, is boarded by the Government immigration agent, and

the first thing he explains to the people is, that no contract is binding; in fact

he presents to their minds, even at this day, an impression that a contract is

a bad thing. — “
6148. Did
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6148. Did you, as a West Indian proprietor, consider that the sum of 20

millions of money which was sent there by this country as compensation for

the loss of your slaves, was a compensation for the circumstances in which you

were placed by the loss of the means of cultivating your property ?-Of course

not; it could not possibly be regarded in that light; it was a mere fraction of

the value of the property. We have the evidence of the Commissioners ap-

pointed by the Crown to appraise the slaves. The money paid to the West

indian colonies was 16,600,0007. out of the 20,000,0002., and the valuation of

the slaves 1 think was upwards of 43,000,000/.; the valuation at a period of

depression. You are aware that the valuation was taken upon the eight pre-

ceding years, which was a period when the value of property had beenaffected

by the resolutions passed by Parliament in 1823. -

6149. If, according to that valuation, instead of 20 millions, say 40 millions

had been awarded, would you consider that a sufficient indemnity for pre-

yenting you from cultivating your estates ?—Of course not; the valuation to

which | have alluded as having been made by the Commissioners appointed

by the Crown to appraise the slaves, was merely an appraisement of the slaves.

Now the value of land, and of the works and premises upon that land, entirely

depends upon the labour which can be applied to its cultivation; consequently,

when that labour was withdrawn, the whole of the property was affected as

well as the slaves.
6150. It would be something like taking possession of the ploughs and

agricultural implements of a settler in New Zealand, allowing him the value

of his ploughs, and then telling him that he had a compensation for his loss?

—Very similar; depriving him of the power of cultivating his land.

6151. Will you proceed with the statement into which you. were going on

the subject of the immigration of the Coolies. At what date was the Coolie

immigration first entertained ?—The Coolie immigration was, not permitted till

July 1844. An experiment had been made by individuals during the appren-

ticeship.
6152. Parties being placed in that situation which had never presented itself

to the eyes of the Government, namely, an absolute want of labour upon the

emancipation of the slaves, then endeavoured to provide themselves with the

labour of Coolies from the East Indies?—A few individual proprietors did so.

6153. Was that permitted to be carried on by the British Government ?—

No, it was prohibited.
6154. Prohibited by what means ?—It could not be permitted without an

airangement being made for the payment of the expense of conveying the

Coolies. The way in which the prohibition operated was this: the Order in

Council prohibiting any contract frombeing made with any individual beyond

the limits of the colony in which the service was to be performed, prohibited

any proprietor from attempting to make such a contract. So

6155. Mr. Barkly.] Was not there also a regulation passed by the govern-

ment of India which prevented Coolies from leaving that country r—It was so ;

but our Government at home were the primary cause, for they prohibited first ©

of all contracts from being made, and any individual from being induced to

undertake the risk and expense of conveying labourers; then they would not

allow the public funds of the colony to be applied for the conveyance of

Coolies on account of the colony at large, so that neither by private enterprise,

nor by public arrangement, could any labourer be brought; in addition to

that, no doubt the government of India aiso prohibited the emigration ofthe.

Coolies.
6156. Chairman.] The object of the British Government therefore seemed

to be, to prevent the West Indian proprietors from cultivating their estates -—

Kt certainly had that effect, whatever their motive was, as you see from the

imports being reduced. -

6157. The British Government interdicted the importation of labour suitable

to the Tropics from any part of the world ?—They did for a time.

6158. When was that policy in some degree mitigated ?—In July 1844 per-

mission was for the first time given to bringCoolies from India, and in 1845

accordingly a certain numberwere received into the West Indies. I may say

that an attempt was made previously to that to procure Chinese labourers.

The West India Committee here represented to the Government the possibility

of getting Chinese labourers from the Straits settlements, having hada pre-
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prietor out travelling in that country, who made a most favourable report. The

Government, after a good deal ofcommunication, granted permission, but under

such regulations, as they were called, as rendered the permission of no avail

whatever, and not a single Chinaman has ever been brought; it was impossible

to bring them under the regulationsprescribed.

6159. Did you find the Coolies of India persons well suited to act as labourers

in connexion with the Africans who were already liberated in the colonies >—

I should say that there is a great difference of opinion about- the Coolies.

In an immense country like India there is a great variety of people, there

is accordingly a great variety in the Coolies that have been received in

the West Indies; but they have on the whole not been so efficient as they

ought to have been, chiefly because the Government here will not permit effec-.

tive regulations for maintaining them in regular employment. 1 could refer

the Committee to a very interesting despatch from Lord Harris, the Governor

of Trinidad, dated in February, which very fully describes the condition of the

labourers in that colony at the present time.

6160. The state of the labouring population generally ?—-The state of the

labouring population generally, the effect of immigration, the different characters

of the immigrants, and his Lordship’s opinion upon what should be done.

6161. Is it a long document ?—It is a very interesting document, and I

believe well worthy of the attention of this Committee.

6162. Do you think that the West Indians would ever have attempted to

importCoolies from India, if the coast of Africa had not been closed entirely

against them by the British Government >—I may say, with the permission of

the Committee, and because there is a good deal of prejudice I think about

immigration, that, in the first place, no proprietor in the West Indies would go

beyond his own parish for labour, if he could find it there; that he certainly.

would not go beyond his own colony for labour, if he could find it there; that

his next place of resort would be the nearest point at which he could find suit-

able labour, and the proprietors never would have dreamed of going beyond.

the Cape of Good Hope if they could have been allowed to get labour on this

side ofit. :
6163. It would have been much cheaper ?—Much cheaper; and it is not

only cheaper, but it is more desirable. The African is the predominant race

in the West Indies. Of course the African will amalgamate with the existing

population more readily than a Cooly will; and then they are much more likely

to become regular settlers and part of the fixed population, which we consider

very desirable of course. .

. 6164. Was not there something objectionable in itself in bringing the two

different races in such Close contact ?—I never could see any objection to that;

J think that most countries have profited by a mixture of races; I do not see

any force in that objection. ‘There was great difficulty in getting a sufficient

number of women to come with the Coolies.

- 6165. From the distance ?—From. the distance; women do not so readily

emigrate as men.
~ 6166. Was the coast of Africa effectually closed against the efforts of the

planters ?—Most effectually; no doubt of it.. me

6167. Will you describe by what means the prohibition was enforced ?—

[should be happy to put in perhaps a more regular statement than I can

make conversationally, but I will state nowwhat I have been alluding to first

of all. 'The Order in Council in 1838 most effectually closed every part; even

Europe was closed against us; it was not competent to a proprietor here to

hire a ploughman to go to the West Indies; he was prohibited from entering

into such a contract. In the course of two years after the enactment of. that

prohibition, it was so very absurd to prohibit the people of ‘this country from

engaging as tradesmen or ploughmen to go to the West Indies, thatthat por-

tion of the Order in Council was abrogated by another Order in Council. At

a subsequent period, which at this moment I do not recollect, I think in 1841,

we represented that it would be possible to get free labourers from the United

States; the free coloured people there being held in a state of great degra-

dation, we thought it possible that they might be induced to emigrate. At

attempt was permitted, anda certain number were prevailed upon to g0 to

Trinidad, where they proved most superior labourers. However, it was found

impossible to get them without contracts; they would not come unless they
were
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were assured of a definite employment when they arrived; and that emigra-

tion was stopped because we could not get permission to make those con-

cts. ,

76168. All such contracts were prohibited by the British Government :—

They were. Afterwards, in 1843, we made an attempt, as I have described,

to get Chinese, but the regulations dictated.by the Colonial Department. were

such as to render the permission of no avail. Then in 1844, permission was

for the first time granted to convey a certain number of Coolies; and that

immigration has been going on from year to year since that time. The

Coolies, in the aggregate, have proved highly advantageous to Guiana and

Trinidad in particular, though their labour has not been half so effectual as it

would have been under proper regulations, suggested by the Governors of the

colonies, but disallowed in this country. Se

6169. Has there been any relaxation of the prohibition in regard to Africa?

—In regard to Africa there has been a slight relaxation. In 1840, a certain

number of Maroons, who had been banished from Jamaica to. Sierra -Leone,

applied to be permitted to return to Jamaica; in consequence of that appli-

cation, made through the Governor of Sierra Leone, Lord John Russell wrote

to the Governors of the West Indian colonies, and on receipt of their replies,

he permitted emigration from Sierra Leone, under a set of regulations which

were very rigid; indeed so rigid, that none, in fact, were prevailed upon to

go but the very people who fancied returning to the West Indies at all

events. — . SO, on.

6170. Scarcely amounting to any relaxation at all; in practice t—It was not

very important. Those rules, against which we remonstrated at: the time,

have been gradually surrendered. one after another, proving that. what we

stated at the time was quite true; that they. were very improper rules, which

merely imposed restrictions upon the people without doing any good. But in

the meantime, a very strong local opposition has arisen to emigration from

Sierra Leone ; all parties in Sierra Leone are opposed to it, from the Governor

downwards. a oo, Bo :

6171. Was there not something of a similar opposition raised against the

immigration of the free blacks of the United States into the West. Indies -—

The oppositionin that case was made through the Anti-Slavery Society ; they

have opposed emigration from all parts. oe

6172, From the United States as well as from Sierra Leone ?—-Yes; and

India, and every quarter. - Ds
6173. In regard to Sierra Leone too, you find that you are met by the

opposition of the local government ?—Yes; it became quite evident that the

vote for Sierra Leone would be diminished if the people were removed; it

became also evident that.the local trade would be diminished if the people

were removed, and I regret to add that the two missionary societies who have

been attempting to do good amongst them there, tooka great prejudice against

emigration, and I believe it exists to this time; So that the. joint effect of that

opposition amongst ignorant people is to retain them there. - °

6174. Were you permitted to obtain free Africans from any part of the

coast, except from Sierra Leone?—-No..- ° ee Co,

6175. Did you ineffect obtain any Africans from Sierra Leone, except those

who were generally called the liberated Africans, namely, Africans who had

been rescued from slavery :—The greater part of the population are liberated

Africans, but those who were obtained were the-most recently liberated.

6176. Mr. Barkly.| In the first instance were not those recently liberated

Africans prevented from going: by the necessity imposed by the Government

regulations, of a certainresidence in the colony of Sierra Leone ?—Yes.

6177. And also.of notices of their intention to remove beinggiven in writing?

—They were. boas et . a

6178. And the medical examination which they were called upon to undergo,

before surgeons; as:to their capability for emigration ; and also: the system of

passports and fees demanded upon the granting of those passports ?—Those

were part of the regulations to which I have alluded, and which most effectually

prevented the success ofemigration. - ot : Oe

6179. Chuirman.| Are you acquainted with a Paper, entitled “How to
save.the West Indies, and abolish Negro.Slavery ;.” which was published in

the Colonial Gazette, on the Ist of January.1840?—I am. So
0.53. 6180. Do
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6180. Do you approve of the policy which is set forth in that paper ?—

T do.
6181. Will you be so kind as to describe it ?-—It is a long time since I read

the paper; I may describe what I conceive is the policy that ought to be

adopted, which is, that of perfectly free intercourse with all the world. I see

no reason why the people of the West Indies should be prohibited from holding

free intercourse with any country to which they may wish to resort.

6182. The leading feature of that paper was free immigration from all parts

of the world to the West Indies ?—Yes.

6183. Especially referring to emigration from the coast of Africa ?---Quite

so.
6184. Are you of opinion that if the policy there set forth had been honestly

and faithfully adopted, it would have saved the West Indies from much of the

disaster which they have since incurred ?—I have no doubt of it.

6185. Were any estates in the West Indies abandoned by their proprietors

in consequence of the policy of the British Government ?—Yes, a great many

have been.
6186. Where ?—In all the larger colonies; in Jamaica very extensively, in

Guiana and Trinidad also, not in Trinidad so much as elsewhere, but in Ja-

maica particularly. In Guiana I should say, almost all the coffee estates, for

example, have been abandoned. The sugar cultivation being on the whole

more valuable drew away the labour from the coffee to the sugar, and conse- -

quently rendered them unable to compete at the wages which they were

attempting to give. I may perhaps here explain that one effect which is

unavoidable for a time amongst sugar proprietors is this, that the great effort

which they make first is to get their cultivation extended to its former limit

when it was in proportion to the power of manufacture, in order to cheapen

the rate of production. In order to effect that extension high wages will be

given, in the hope that when it is effected the rate of production being reduced

some remuneration may follow. For example, in the case of an estate having

the power of manufacturing 500 hogsheads of sugar, it is very obvious that the

fixed: charges upon such an estate will fall more lightly upon 500 hogsheads

than if they are to be distributed over only 250. The consequence is, that

in order to get the cultivation up from the reduced standard which they were

driven to by emancipation, the planter made great efforts, and went to a great

expense to return to their former extent. That accounts for a great deal of

unprofitable cultivation having been carried on, in Guiana and Trinidad espe-

cially.
6187. You have spoken of the conduct of the imported labourer in the West

Indies as being, on the whole, satisfactory >—I have not said so. I have men-

tioned that the Coolies contributed very greatly to the success of Guiana and

Trinidad. The conduct of the imported labourers for a time is satisfactory ;

but the despatch which Lord Harris has written very fully explains the whole

course of it. 2

6188. Will you have the kindness to refer to that despatch ?—Perhaps the

Committee will allow me to read a paragraph of it. After stating fully the state

of the colony, his Lordship says, “I have, moreover, great doubts whether the

Cooly and the African are morally or mentally capable of being acted upon by

the same motives in this island, on their first arrival, as labourers are in more

civilized countries. That one which urges the mere support of animal exist-

ence, will not induce them to continuous and skilful labour when their wants

canbe supplied by the most parsimonious use of their museles. ‘The fear of

the law, it is manifest, is not very readily brought to bear on them. Luxuries

they do not generally know of, or require. The only independence which they

would desire is idleness, according to their different tastes in the enjoyment

of it. And then the higher motives which actuate the European labourer (and

we must remember the vast difference there is even in Europe with respect to

the industry of various races), which are above and beyond circumstances irre-

spective of mere self-interest, which he has received as his patrimony from

previous generations, and which, I believe, even in this age, are still to be

found prevailing amongst them, viz. that to be industrious is a duty and

a virtue ; that to be independent in circumstances, whatever his station, raises

a man in the moral scale amongst his race, and that his ability to perform his

duties as a citizen, and there we may add as a Christian, is increased by it.
; ‘These
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These, and such motives as these, are unknown to the fatalist worshippers of

Mahomet and Bramah, and to the savages who go by the name of liberated

Africans.” The despatch goes on then to say, “ A proof of this and a marked

difference may be seen daily in the vicinity of Port of Spain. The Portuguese

are chiefly settled in the town or its vicinity as gardeners, &c., their services

are at a premium, their work is, on the whole, more valuable; they get higher

wages than the African, the Cooly, or the Creole, so that their circumstances

are, at least as good, in fact better, for they live more economically, yet at

four o’clock, when their day’s task is over, they are to be seen, not idling about

the grog shops, or loitering about the streets, but employing the remaining

hours of daylight in cutting up wood wherever they get leave to do so, and

carrying logs or bundles of it into town for sale; but no such idea had ever

entered the heads of the others; and now when times are altered, when pro-

yisions are scarce and dear, and money hardly to be got, they have not shown

any symptoms of following the example, or of employing their extra time

profitably.”
6189. Do you entirely concur in the former part of those opinions?—I may

say that I entirely concur in the whole tenor of this despatch

G1go. You are led to the conclusion that the Negroes are not entirely dis-

posed to toil?—I do not know that they are altogether indisposedto toil, but it

is to a different extent from what we consider industry; there is no idea of

toiling for the purpose of procuring more than satisfies their. immediate fancy,

whatever itis. If you will allow me to add two or three lines I think they will.

illustrate Lord Harris’s meaning: “ After having given my best: consideration

to the subject, it appears to me that in the first place the immigrants must pass

through an initiatory process; they are not, neither Coolies nor Africans, fit

to be placed in a position which the labourers of civilized countries may at

once occupy ; they must betreated like children, and wayward ones too: the

former from their habits and their religion, the latter from the utterly savage

state in which they arrive.’ These observations I presume apply to the

recently liberated Africans. .

6191. Lord Harris then appears to recommend that those liberated Africans

should be placed in a state of apprenticeship ?—Yes, a state af apprenticeship

being the state in which the West India Committee have recommended to

Government to place them, in accordance with an Act of Parliament which I do

not recollect at this moment—5 Geo. 4, c.113. Perhaps the Committee will

allow me to put in my evidence the recommendations which we have made to

the Government in regard to immigration.

SUGG ESTIONS upon Emicration from Arrica to the West InpIa CoLontzEs.

1. Aun captured slaves who may be liberated at Sierra Leone to be conveyed to and

settled in the West India colonies, instead of being left in the miserable state described by

Governor Ferguson* in his despatch dated goth July 1844, in the following terms :-—

“ Those persons who have refused to emigrate, and have been so readily picked up by the

located liberated Africans, are employed by them altogether as unpaid servants; they are

fed; scantily, if at all clothed; and have no pecuniary allowance whatever.” Although

the slave ships are carried to Sierra Leone for adjudication, in compliance with treaties, it

appears by the Act 5 Geo. 4, ¢. 113, that the people who are liberated may be settled

wherever Her Majesty’s Government may, as their official guardians, determine. In the

West Indies they could of course earn the means of comfortable subsistence by ordinary

industry, and in doing so contribute indirectly to the suppression of the slave trade, of which

they had been victims. oo
2. Three steamers to be employed as regular transports for the conveyance of emigrants

from the west coast of Africa to the three colonies of Guiana, Trinidad, and Jamaica respec-

tively; and of delegates from these colonies who may desire to revisit Africa, These

Steamers to be fitted and navigated as transports, and all the officers to be volunteers, who

have no reluctance to the service. The instruction to the commanders ought to enjoin them

not to interfere with the agents, but to afford them every possible facility and the most

cordial co-operation in collecting and embarking emigrants and also that. the people shall

beallowed during the voyage all the indulgence that may be consistent with good order, and.
not required to take any part'in working the vessel. . ;

The instructions to the surgeons ought to explain that a strict examination of intending

emigrants is unnecessary, and that they are only required to be satisfied of their beingat
or
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for work according to their appearance. The Africans have a great prejudice against such
an examination as recruits undergo, because it is adopted by the slave traders before
embarking their slaves, and it seems to be quitesuperfluous in regard to emigrants for agri

cultural labour, : .
3. Licenses to be granted by the Secretary of State to all suitable vessels for which they

may be required, authorizing them to proceed, properly fitted and prepared to receive pas-

sengers according to the Passengers’ Act, to any of the British settlements, or the Kroo

Country, on the west coast of Africa, and there embark. emigrants for any of the British

colonies in the West Indies. Every ship so licensed to have a surgeon on board, who shall

be appointed to act as the Government agent. ; ;

4. A proclamation (which shall be prepared here) to be issued in the name of Her

Majesty, and extensively distributed along the coast of Africa, where English is very
generally understood, setting forth the great advantages which emigrants: would enjoy in

proceeding to Her Majesty’s free colonies in the West Indies, and intimating that, for the

good of the people of Africa, Her Majesty has determined that licenses shall be granted and
arrangements made for providing suitable ships, in which all persons desiring to emigrate
accordingly may take passage without any charge, and be under the protection of Her
Majesty’s Government. That in the British West Indies they will be assured of the most
perfect freedom and good treatment, as well as regular employment at good wages. That

they will there find thousands of Africans, and descendants of Africans, all enjoying perfect

freedom, protection, religious instruction, beneficial employment, comfortable houses, excel-
lent grounds for provisions, and plenty of live stock. to,

5. As soon as an understanding can be effected with the Governments of France, the
United States, &c., to ensure exemption for licensed emigrant ships from the operation of
the equipment clause, the whole west coast of Africa to be open to them, and proclamation
made that all who desire to emigrate to theBritishcolonies will be assured of freedom and

protection from the moment they can come within a British settlement or embark under the
British flag. Thus emigrant ships’ might afford opportunities for escape torefugees from
oppression even in the very haunts of the slave trader, and directly interfere with his success;
and, according to the opinion of the late Governor Maclean, it is probable that great num-
bers would flée to Cape Coast Castle.*

6192. If you please; do you think that placing those newly imported Africans

in a state of apprenticeship would not only be desirable for the interests of the
West Indies, but that it would be desirable for the interests of the Africans
themselves, in order to accustom them to the habits of civilized life :—Un-

questionably; it would be quite as much for their benefit as for the benefit
of their employers. . |

6193. You have described to us the condition of the West Indies in some

detail, as it was found after the Emancipation Act; what is the present con-

dition of the West Indies }—The present condition of the West Indies cannot

be well understood, I think, without referring to the effect of the different Acts

which have recently been passed touching the sugar duties. In 1844, Parlia-

ment determined to draw a distinction between foreign slave and free-grown

sugar; it was then determined to’ admit free-grown sugar, at least such as is
so called, from countries where personal slavery does not exist, at a.differential

duty of 10s. That Act was accompanied by very strong declarations on the

part of the Government then existing that the distinction would be steadily
maintained, that distinction also being in accordance with the former policy of
this country regarding slavery. In 1845 another Sugar Act was passed, main-

taining that distinction, and reducing the duty on British plantation sugar by

10s. Those Acts, affording to parties interested in sugar cultivation the gua-
rantee of Parliament that the distinction between slave and free-grown produce

would be maintained steadily, gave a great impulse to production: the reduced

rate of duty induced great efforts, a large investment of capital, and consequently

an increased production of sugar in all our possessions, east and west. The
sugar which was planted in the autumn of 1845, stimulated by those Acts of

Parliament, arrived last year (1847). It then met in this market the slave-
grown produce that had by the Act of 1846 been unexpectedly declared. admis-
sible; the immediate effect has been an immense depression. in the priceof
British plantation sugar, while there has been a moderate rise in the price of

foreign. That change has by some been partly attributed to the general depres-

sion throughout the country last year; but there is this remarkable difference,

that while British plantation sugar has declined, foreign sugar has risen even
in

 

* See Governor Maclean’s despatch to Sir George Grey, 16th December 1837, in Appendix to

Report of West African Committee, 1842, page 145. ,
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in the midst of the panic. Now, as a panic does not discriminate, we think

that it must be attributed to another cause. The consequence of that depres-

sion, and enormous loss inflicted upon the sugar growers in the British colonies,

has been the utter destruction of all credit ; money cannot be borrowed either

by the colonies as communities, or by individuals ; 1 do not believe that a single

shilling could be raised upon West Indian property at this moment. ‘We there-

fore contemplate a very great diminution of production immediately; I may

say that even this year the estimated difference between this year and-last year,

from the West Indian colonies alone, is 30,000 or 40,000 tons. ‘Of course all

parties will endeavour to cut canes that are growing, but as to future cultiva-

tion it seems to be quite uncertain. The colonies have been waiting with the

greatest anxiety for the result of the other Committee of Inquiry which has

just closed its proceedings; and the future condition of the West Indiesnow

depends entirely upon what Parliament may do.

6194. Does that want of confidence arise from the actually existing state of

the duties, or from the alarm with respect to the future?—It arises from both

causes. It is found that even at the existing rate of duties the colonies cannot

contend against the countries which have slavery, and are carrying on the

slave trade, and of course, if they cannot contend at the present rate, their

apprehension is very great with regard to the gradual reduction of that duty.

G1ig5. Will you state what is the present differential duty, and what is

the process of the decline of that duty?—The Act of 1846.made several dis-

dinctions: ‘The main distinction, I may state, was a difference of 7s. in the

duty upon what is called brown sugar; upon the great mass of sugar there

was a difference of 7s. per cwt. In July 1847 that duty fell 1s. FromJuly

1847 till the 5th of next month, the duty is 6s. On the 5th July, unjessParlia-

ment interfere, the duty will fall to 4s. 6d., and every year by 1s. 6d., till it

becomes equal in 1851. .

- 6196. Do those nominal rates of duty represent the real differential duty on

the two descriptions of sugar ?—It is intended to be real, but in point of fact it

is not. - ce oO a

6197. Will you explain how that happens to be the case? Under the

denomination “‘ brown sugar” is comprised a great many. shades of colour

and quality. There is a standard sample at the Custom-house to regulate

the collection of the duties. The standard sample being fixed at a certain

degree of colour and quality, all under the value and appearance of that: sample

is considered to be brown Sugar. The sample has been. so fixed as to admit

under the name of brown, an immense quantity of foreign sugar, which, in fact,

is of greatly more value than that which it professes to be. ‘That “comes into

contact with the great mass of British plantation sugar which is really brown,

and two things are called by the same name, which are, in fact, different ; con-

sequently, although theduty upon the valuable commodity is levied apparently

ata difference of 6s., it is now perfectly well understood that the real diffe-

rential duty does not amount to 3s. oo Fe

6198. There is.a difference of 50 per cent. ?—So we reckon, and so the

brokers, who are neutral parties, reckon in the City. The only resolution, 1

believe, on which the Committee of Inquiry in the other room were unanimous,

was that with respectto the quality. ° a

6199. If-the present law is allowed to.proceed as it now stands, what do you

expect will be its effect upon the West Indies ?—I cannot look for any other

effect than a very. extensive abaridonment of propertyfrom absolute necessity 3

in Jamaica, very considerable 1 should think; in’ Guiana and Trinidad, also

very considerable; the fact being perfectly ascertained that it is impossible at

present to raise sugar as cheaply as it is done in the slave countries.

6200. Suppose the British Government were induced to bear the expense

of emigration from the coast of Africa into the West Indies, would that alone

be sufficient to sustain the fortunes of the West Indian colonies ?—I think

not; because it would take some time to convey people, even. if that expense

were undertaken; emigration is not a natural proceeding on the part of the

people of Africa‘; they have been accustomed to the. forced emigration of the

slave tradehitherto ; some time is necessary to ereate confidence, even when

all parties are acting cordially together to promote ‘the ” object. - Time. is-even

required to convey any given number over; and to settle them comfortably,

and render their labour effectual. I consider that an intermediate period of

0.53 ; differential
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differential duty, or actual protection (though it is not a fashionable word
now) against the inequality of slave labour, is absolutely necessary in order to
sustain the cultivation in our own colonies.

6201. You think that a differential duty is necessary, do you recommend it
in the character of a protective duty, or in the character of a necessary
means to carry the West Indies through that great social change which has
been enforced upon them by the Imperial Government ?—-It is as a necessary
means of carrying them through their great social change. It appears to me
that the question of slavery cannot be got rid of in looking at our attempts to
get equal duties upon sugar; we cannot overcome the peculiarity which pre-
sents itself in regard to sugar. If you could suppress the slave trade, and
bring the slave-holding countries into that declining condition which would
certainly follow the suppression of the slave trade, the British colonies would
be very much sustained by the hope of gradual improvement in their relative
position; but in the meantime it is quite obvious that you have not suppressed
the slave trade; it is going on; labour is supplied to the slave-holding coun-
tries as it is wanted, and they can cultivate sugar at about one-half of what
you can cultivate it for in the. very best of your colonies; not because, as
many suppose, your colonies are inferior to them in any respect except labour;
I deny that there is the slightest inferiority in our colonies, as compared with
either Cuba or Brazil, except in the one consideration of labour.

6202. Mr. 47. Milnes.] Do you consider that in the present condition of the
land of our West Indian colonies, with equal labour, and with equal capital,
they would fully compete with either Cuba or Brazil ?—-I believe that they
would not only fully compete in those circumstances which you describe, but
that they would beat both of them.

6203. You do not think that the exhaustion of the soil of our colonies,
compared with the large extent of fresh soil which can be brought into cul-
tivation in Brazil, would be a sufficient difference to render competition impos-
sible ?—There appears to me to be a great delusion as to the extent of fresh soil
in Brazil. We have in the one island of Trinidad a million acres of ungranted
Crown land; almost every estate in Trinidad has virgin land which has not yet
been turned up, as good soil as any in the world; but the mere possession of
soil is of no advantage, it is of no value whatever without labour. It is the
labour which confers value upon the soil, and in point of fact the comparison
is reduced to the extent of cultivable land, and the power of cultivating that
land. Now we possess as good land, as good machinery, as much enterprise,
to say the very least, and as much advantage from capital, except when con-
fidence is withdrawn as it is at present, and I do not see why a body of British
people should not, in these circumstances, if they got equality of labour, beat
any Portuguese or Spaniards that evercrossed the Atlantic. I have no hesitation
at all about the matter; I am perfectly confident we should.

6204. Chairman.| These observations with respect to the fertility of soil,
apply, I presume, chiefly to Trinidad and British Guiana ?—They do not apply
exclusively to those countries. I will refer for example to a very old colony,
the colony of St. Christopher; and I may state to this Committee, that the
exhaustion of the soil is rather a vulgar error, because in fact soil is only
exhausted by bad farming. The island of St. Christopher last year has pro-
duced a great deal more than the island of Cuba per acre. Last year the pro-
duction of St. Kitt’s has been in many cases three tons an acre; the old island
of St. Kitt’s, which many people imagine is exhausted. It is so much better
farmed than it was before, that last year it has produced on many estates three
tons an acre. Now it may require a little more labour to do that, but when
you compare countries you must take all the circumsiances into view.

6205. Mr. Barkly.] Xs there in fact any more reason why sugar cultivation
should exhaust the soil of those older lands which have been under cultivation
some 200 years, than that there should be an exhaustion of the soil of Kent or
any other part of England which has been under cultivation perhaps since tne
world began ?—None whatever.
6206. By the process of restoring to the soil certain properties in the way 0!

manure, the soil may continue to produce just as much sugar as when it was
originally put into cultivation ?— Certainly.

6207. Chairman.] But in fact it is a question of expense ?—I am aware of
that. It comes to the question of labour, and you are putting free labow.

which
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which is in fact, as Lord Harris describes here, a few hours work per day for a

certain rate of wages, into competition with the labour of the slave, who can be

lashed up to his work so many hours a day.

6208. Mr. M. Milnes.| You are confounding two questions which we wish |

to keep totally distinct, the question of labour and the question of soil. We

wish to understand distinctly whether it is your opinion, that with equal facili-.

ties of labour, our colonies are fully able to compete with Brazil ?—I am most

decidedly of that opinion. I think that they are not only able to competewith:

nut.to beat the foreign colonies.

6209. You think therefore that the additional energy and skill which would:

be brought to bear upon our English colonies would fully make up for any imme-

diate superiority of the soil of Brazil ?—I do not admit that there is any supe-

riority in the soil of Brazil. In the colonies of Guiana and Trinidad, for

example, and a great portion of Jamaica, there is as good soil as any in Brazil.

6210. But will you not admit that an importation of. labourers into Guiana,

or any of those adventitious means, must introduce into the cultivation of the

soil the element of fresh expense, which must considerably touch the question.

of competition 2—Ofcourse; but Ef do not see that Guiana and Trinidad are at

all inferior to Brazil. I have made very diligent inquiry upon the point. -

6011. Chairman.| Not in their natural circumstances ?—No,.there is no

inferiority in their natural circumstances.

62atz. They no more require manure to give them productive power than.

the soil of Brazil or of Cuba?—No; and when I examined, as I had an oppor-

tunity of doing, the reports of some of the government functionaries in this

solume to which I have referred, very recently made, they only went to con-

firm information which we possessed before ; I find that the production per acre,

which is, of course, an indication of the value of the soil, in Cuba is inferior to

the production in Guiana and Trinidad per acre.

6213. Is that upon virgin soil?—No; the soil in Guiana and Trinidad that

{am comparing with the average production of Cuba, is not virgin soil; it has

been in cultivation.

6214. Are they both placed under the same circumstances, or. is, the one

assisted by means of manure while the other is not ?—-They are under the same

circumstances. :

6215. Mr Barkly.| Did you ever hear of manure being applied in the colony

of British Guiana 2—I never heard of it.

6216. Chairman.| Nor in Trinidad ?—-In Trinidad in some parts they are

trying manure ; not because the quantity which they would produce without it

is inferior to the average quantity produced in Cuba, but: in order to increase

that quantity. still more. So

6217. Mr. Barkly.] It is a question I believe which the planters in British

Guiana and Trinidad have not quite settled to their own satisfaction, whether it

is more economical to manure land which has been. already in cultivation, or

to take in virgin soil, of which they all possess an unlimited quantity -—L

should say that the question. is almost. decided in favour of continuing to

cultivate the land nearest to the works. After setting up premises suitable for

alarge factory at a considerable expense, a loss in various ways occurred, from

removing, as they used to do, to a greater distance to get virgin land; it became

then a question whether they should remove the works altogether to new land,

or whether it would be more advantageous to maintain a compact- cultivation

round the works. Do

6218. Is not the fact of the average fertility in the British colonies: being

quite equal to the average fertility ofCuba and Brazil, conclusively established

by the fact that before emancipation sugar was produced in the British colonies

at a lower cost than that at which it is now declared to be produced in Cuba

and Brazil, by the evidence of the officers employed by HerMajesty’s Grovern-

ment ?—It appears to me to be quite conclusive. Me :

6219. Chairman.] In their natural circumstances you. would, say that the

two countries are equal ?—I should say that in-their natural circumstances the

British colonies are in no respect inferior, and that if theyhad the same means

of cultivation the British colonies would possess advantages from their con-

nexion with the mother country which no Spanish or Portuguese settlement is

likely to possess. L

6220. Supposing that confidence were. restored in the West Indies,-and
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there were the means of obtaining capital, they would have an advantage >
I think the British colonies would have a great advantage.

6221. They would have an advantage also, [ presume, in machinery :—]
consider that the British colonies, whatever may be the opinion about absentee.
ism, actually possess a great advantage in their absentee proprietors being in a
different atmosphere from that in which they weuld live in the colonies, being
impelled by the spirit of improvement which is ground them, and being gene-
rally very much more able than colonists are in foreign possessions to adopt im-
provements of every kind where they have confidence to expend their money
for that purpose. a

6222. Have they not some advantage also in the means of transport ?—]
think our insular colonies have great advantages in that respect, and Guiana
of course has every possible advantage which water and railways can give it;
there is no colony in the world that I have been able to learn anything about,
which is to be compared, in my humble opinion, to Guiana for the possession
of water carriage and machinery. I.think it is very superior to Cuba, from all
that I can learn.

6223. Mr. M. Milnes.) After all the study which you have given to these sub-
jects, have you come to the conclusion that it will be possible by any introduction of
labourers from Africa, such as the public opinion of the people of this country, on
questions respecting slavery, will permit, to compete with the forced slavery of
Brazil ?—I think that we must moderate our expectations of emigration from Africa.
to a limited number for a time. If that limited number of people could be
induced, by any laws which public opinion would sanction, to attach themselves
in the way which I believe their best friends would think for their advantage, to
the cultivation of the estates upon which they were settled, then I think that there
is very great ground for hope, that at no distant period we could in the West
Indies compete with slavery; but it appears to me to depend very much indeed
upon the laws that are passed or maintained in operation for regulating the
relations between the employer and the employed in the West Indies. I may say
that from this despatch of Lord Harris, it appears that in the colony of Trinidad,
after-inquiries which have been instituted to ascertain the number of labourers
steadily working upon the sugar estates there, he finds that out of the population
which is now estimated at 80,000altogether, there are only 10,338 labourers at
work, consisting of 5,291: men, 2,798 women, and 2,249 children. Now we
have had an introduction of immigrants into Trinidad, from various parts, of
22,015; it appears therefore, that putting aside the whole Creole population,
and 12,000 of. the immigrants, there are only 10,000 remaining at work upon
the plantations. If that process is to go on, and the immigration to be so little
effectual, I fear that we cannot define the period when we shall be in a condition
to compete with Brazil. oo

6224. You think, therefore, that besides the question of immigration, some
change must be made in the'treatment of those labourers, when they arrive in
the colony ¢-—-I am quite clear upon that point. . -

6225. Chairman.| What change would you suggest?—I think in regard to
the Creole population even, that this country in granting them freedom, certainly
did not contemplate: encouraging an abstinence from industry. That.we cannot,
perhaps, alter now, but I think that in regard to all immigrants introduced into these
colonies at the public. expense, and for their own benefit, for they do not go
except to improve their condition, they ought to be subjected to an apprentice-
ship; that is, in so fur as that they shall be bound to labour upon the estates to
which the government of the colony attach them.

6226. Viscount Brackley.] Can. you give the Committee any information
with respect to the increase of the coloured population in the West Indian
colonies, with a view to ascertain whether there may be a reduction in the wages
of labour; has there been any material increase ?—By the coloured population,
I suppose it is intended to include all shades of colour; the coloured population
generaliy, refers to the intermediate class. Our information is, that the increase
of population is going on.very rapidly every year, and looking to what has taken
place under favourable circumstances, I reckon that the increase must be between
two and three per cent. per annum.

6227. That.will not materially reduce the wages of labour ?—We may estimate
of course that as that increase goes on it will contribute very considerably to the
reduction. of wages, particularly if education is also carried on simultaneously.

6228, Chairman.]
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6228. Chairman.] Do you find that you suffer at all from the want of suitable

jawsto restrain vagrancy 1—Very much. There is no law in effect, there is no law

carried into effect ; there is a great want of administration.

6229. Do you apply that generally, or to that particular subjectr—I apply it,

in regard to labour, to the labouring population. Lord Harris here‘ describes how

difficult it is to carry the law into effect in a country where a mancan go into

the woods and escape. For instance, Lord Grey’s regulations about the ‘Coolies

were that if they did not labour upon the estates, or enter into a regular engagement,

and of course fulfil it, they were to be subjected to a monthly tax. After ‘enter-

ing into an engagement tle Coolies walk off some morning; the planter is left

without his Coolies, and he has to go in quest of them; where is he to find them ?

There is no efficiency in that law; the consequence is, that half the: Coolies are

going about wandering in the colony doing nothing, —

6230. Do you consider that the administration of laws to prevent vagrancy

is altovether impracticable ?2—No, I donot think so. : Ce

6231. Mr. Barkly.) 1s it not the fact, that upon the first arrival of Coolies in

Trinidad they were placed under certain control, and that certain regulations were

adopted ?—They were. The West India Committee, or rather the gentlemen

connected with Trinidad, recommendedtheGovernment to send out some gentle-

man acquainted with cur Indian dialects, particularly Hindoostance ; those people

were 1 think from Bengal; and at our instance Major Fagan, an Indian officer

who had retired I believe, was appointed to be a magistrate to superintend their

particular interests; our object was also, that he should prevent the oppression which

we understood the sirdars were apt to exercise over the people. Major Fagan has

very zealously applied himself to nis duty there, and be and Lord Harris agreed upon

certain regulations to be applied to the Coolies for their benefit. Those regulations

were disallowed at home; and Lord Harris reminds Lord Grey, in his despatch,

that while those’ regulations were in operation the condition of the Coolies ‘was

altogether satisfactory.
ee

6232. Chairman.| Will you read the passage?——Lord Harris writes: “ Doubt-

less there were numerous faults in’ those rules; from the circumstances of

the case they had been drawn up at very short notice, but all will allow, who

had the opportunity of judging, that during their operation ‘theCoolies: were

healthy, well clothed, generally contented, and improving dailyin habits of in-

dustry. On the withdrawal of those rules they gradually returned to the habits

which are natural to them; they left the estates, and were to be seen wandering

about the country in bands; and by the time that the Immigration Ordinance

came into force, but few were remaining on the properties on which they had

been originally located.” That is ihe ordinance suggested from this side, instead

of the rules adopted there. . ce a

6233. Is the prohibition against those regulations still in force'—Yes, they

were thrown aside altogether. The consequence is, that the Cooliesare in’ a

very miserable state. m , ee OS

6234. Are those observations which you have applied to the Coolies applicable:

to all other descriptions of labourers'—The ‘observations I apply to all other

descriptions of labourers, but the rules to which I have alluded referred ‘espe-

elally to the Coolies.. They were prepared by Major Fagan, an Indian ‘officer,

who was thoroughly acquainted with the habits of the péople, and who seems ‘to

have been very zealous indeed for their benefit. He-used to go throughout the

country, and examine the payment of their ‘wages, just as he would ‘superintend

the pay list of a regiment; and, in ‘fact, if they had been left under Major Fagan,

their labour would have beeneffectual, and their condition would have been

happy; instead of which, by fancying that we can apply the same rules to all imen..

we have rendered that immigration comparatively of very little value.

6235. Have you suffered at all from the disposition of those introduced

labourers to squat on the ‘unoccupied lands?—-No doubt of it; that is a sub-

Ject of the greatest anxiety in Trinidad ; there has been a series of remoustrances

since the year 1836, [ may say, or since 1838, on the’ subject. of squatting.

Instructions have been sent out from the Colonial Department, I believe,

repeatedly, to endeavour to render the laws more effectual, but ‘there is a total

want of efficiency in the administration of them in that respect. vos

6236. Does the squatting take place in regard to the properties of private indi-

Viduals, or is it upon the land of the Crown 7-—Chiefly upon the land of the Crown.

On land belonging to individuals, whichis not cultivated, there is also squatting.

0.53: ” . 6237. Over
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6237. Over such squatting, the Crown can exercise little authority ?—No, but

we think that they ought to exercise authority ; if a proprietor does not attend to
the intcrests of the community, we think that the Crown might very properly
step in and prevent vagabondage upon any land whatever. Those people, of
course, when they squat in the neighbourhood of plantations, live upon the sugar
of those plantations; they steal of course ; a man must either work or steal ; he

eannvt live upon nothing,
6238. In regard to the. property of the Crown, what measures have been taken

to prevent squatting upon those lands ?—In Trinidad at this moment they are
endeavouring to take more effectual measures, but there has been very little done,
One course that has been followed lately, has been to define what parties shall
be considered entitled to possess land which they have cleared ; and Lord Grey
has settled, that up toa certain time, parties who were in possession, and who had
cleared Jand, should be invested witha title to it, and that from that time forward
every one found trespassing should be dealt with in a summary manner: it is not
yet done however. oo,

6239. Effectual laws against squatting, and effectual laws against vagrancy, you

consider to be essential parts of the machinery for supplying the West Indian

colonies with imported labour?—Very essential.
6240. Mr. Barkly.] And 12 years having expired since the date. of com-

plete emancipation, those subjects are now beginning to attract attention ?—They
are attracting more attention, certainly. -.

6241. Chairman.] You said that a great deal had been done in the way of
talk ?—Yes.

6242. Has anything been done other than talk ?— Nothing effectual has been
done.

6245. Has the West India Committee, for instance, made any representation of

the evils which have resulted from inattention to these important subjects ?—The
West India Committee have been very importunate upon almost every point re-
ferring to the condition of the West Indian colonies ; the colonies themselves have

also remonstrated constantly upon the necessity of stringent laws in regard both
to. vagrancy and to squatting..

6244. What has been the result?—The subject, I may say, is under consi-

deation. It appears to me that one leading mistake which is made, is to regard

uncivilized men as if they were civilized ; Lord Harris alludes to that view, in the
despatch to which I have already referred.

6245. Is the process of emigration from the coast of Africa now going on, not-

_ withstanding the disastrous condition of the West Indian colonies ?—There is no

emigration going on just now, except the removal of liberated Africans; that is
to say, the people who are captured from time to time, and taken into Sierra

Leone and St. Helena, are conveyed across to the West Indies now ; that is a

recent determination. The West India Committee long ago earnestly recom-

mended that all captured people should be settled in the WestIndies, because

those are the only colonies where they can comfortably subsist upon the produce

of their labour ; there is no means of comfortable subsistence at Sierra Leone.

6246. Then I understand you that notwithstanding the disastrous condition of the

colonies, and notwithstanding the want of confidence which is generally felt there,

this process of promoting emigration is still going on?—It is going on at the

public expense. Lord Grey announced in February that the Government had

determined to convey the liberated Africans at the expense of the Treasuryof

this country.. The colonies can no longer pay for immigration; they have no
means of paying for it; they are exhausted. i
6247. Is the process of immigration not being conducted by any private indi-

viduals ?—-No, there is no immigration whatever going on by private individuals;

private individuals, in fact, are not permitted yet to go to Africa.
6248. They are permitted to send ships, are they not ?—They are permitted to

send ships, but they are not permitted to enter into any contract with the men; a
shipowner may venture to send his ship to convey people from Africa, but a

proprietor cannot go to Sierra Leone and proposéto men there to come and wor

ou his estate in the West Indies; that is.not permitted. SS
6249. Are emigrants permitted to be embarked from any other part of the

coast of Africa than Sierra Leone?—I sec by a printed document communicated

by the Colonial Office, that ships which are sent out now by the Emigration
Commissioners are, in case of disappointment in getting a complement of ew

"grants
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grants at Sierra Leone, to go on to the other British settlements, and also to the

Kroo Coast, but I have not heard of any having gone to any other of our

settlements.
6250. Mr. Barkly.] Ov to the Kroo Coast >There is one called the “ Ban-

galore,” which went out some two or three months ago, which has gone from

Sierra Leone to the Kroo Coast, but we have not heard of the result. :

6251. Chairman.] I understand you to say, that in your opinion the importa-

tion of free emigrants from the coast of Africa is one of the essential conditions

of raising the West Indian colonies from their present disastrous circumstances ¢

__I think so, and the proper regulation of the condition of the immigrants after

they are introduced into the colonies ; the two must go together.

6252. Do not you think that it would be advantageous to the Africans them-

selves that they should receive those means of instruction in the arts of industry?

_—| think it would be highly advantageous to them. |

6253. Have you ever considered what might be the effect of portions of those

bodies of emigrants afterwards returning to their native country in Africa; the

effect which they might produce upon the civilization of Africa ?——It could not

fail to be highly beneficial, I think. Although I do not believe that sugar culti-

yation will be established in Africa, other cultivation might be established.

6254. You have understood that this country has taken a great deal of pains

to promote the civilizationofAfrica P—Yes. .

6255. And that, generally speaking, the British public has felt a deep interest

in the promotion of the improvement of that continent ?—-No doubt.

6256. Do you conceive any means more likely to promote civilization and

improvement than those to which we are now referring ?—{ think that, along with

instruction, there can be no better means; I may observe, that all immigrants

coming from. Africa have much better means of instruction in the West Indian

colonies now, than they can possess in Africa, as well as a stimulus to industrious

habits which they do not seem to exercise at home. — _

6257. Mr. Barkly.] What is done with the liberated Africans at Sierra Leone

in the event of their not proceeding to the West Indies as emigrants ?—-They

are put under an apprenticeship to the Africans who have been previously

liberated, and in fact they are reduced to a state of bondage; I may be permitted

to refer to an extract from a despatch. os .

6258. Chairman.] You have no personal acquaintance with the colony of

Sierra Leone ?—I have no personal acquaintance, but 1 refer to official docu-

ments. :

6259. Mr. Barhly.] You have paid great attention to the subject of African

emigration for many years past ?—I have endeavoured to get at the truth with

regard to Sierra Leone and other places.. If you will allow me I will refer to an

abstract of a despatch from the Governor of Sierra Leone, describing the ‘con-

dition of these people; it is from Governor Ferguson, the predecessor of the pre-

sent Governor of Sierra Leone. Governor Ferguson says that the people, when

distributed amongst their countrymen, are employed by them altogetheras unpaid

servants: they are fed; scantily, if at all, clothed; and have no pecuniary allow-

ance whatever. . That is the state to which they are reduced, if they remain in

Sierra Leone. oO

6260. Chairman.| They have no money wages ?—No money wages whatever. |

I believe I am quoting exactly the words, whenI say that they are fed ; ‘scantily,

if at all, clothed ;. and receive no pecuniary wages whatever.
6261. Mr. Barkly.] Is not that account confirmed by the evidence of gentle-

men who have proceeded to Sierra Leone for the purpose of encouraging emigra-

tion ?—Certainly, it is fully confirmed. _ pe SS
6262. Have you seen the report of a gentleman of the name of Butt, who went

from Demerara to Sierra Leone, that that account is even understated ?—-Y-es, no

doubt it is,
6263. Are you aware that another gentleman of the name of Bagot, who

Went there, stated, from his knowledge of the foreign West Indies, that the con-

dition of those people was worse than that of the slaves in the West Indies ?—

I think he did. oO

6264. Chairman.] Under what circumstances do you consider that Demerara

and ‘Trinidad could successfully compete. with Brazil and Cuba. ?—Does the

question assume that the slave trade is to continue as it is atpresent ?

6265. L will suppose that the slave trade were stopped, and that Brazil and
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Cuba had only labour on the same terms and in the same way as Trinidad and
British Guiana?—If the slave trade were stopped, I should then consider that
the cost of labour in Cuba and Brazil would be greatly increased. There
seems to me to be three conditions of slavery : the one is that in which the slaves
sustain their own numbers without any importation, where the sexes are in due
proportion; that seems to be the cheapest of all labour. The next state is that
in which Cuba and Brazil at present are, having slavery, and also the slave trade;
and the dearest kind of slavery is that which you are assuming to take place, that
they shall discontinue the slave trade, and have slavery with declining numbers,
That is the state to which they would be reduced. If you will allow me to
assume that, then I will answer the question.

6266. You can answer the question assuming that to be the meaning; that
was not my intention in putting the question. Supposing the slave trade to be
stopped, and that Brazil and Cuba could only obtain labour bymeans of free
emigration from the coast of Africa, would the West Indian colonies, having also
the same facility,be enabled to compete with those countries ?—Yes, I think they
would; but I cannot conceive free emigration to be consistent with the continu-
ance of slavery in those countries, because the free emigrant can have no assur-
ance of being retained in a state of freedom.

6267. Do you think that there is any good ground for an apprehension which
has been expressed, that the promotion of free emigration from the coast of Africa
to the West Indies would be carrying on the slave trade under a different name?
—I think it is perfectly impossible.

6268. You think that such an objection is wholly vain and illusory 7—I think
wholly groundless.

6269. Mr. M. Milnes.] Do you think that it would be possible so to present
that question to the people of this country, that they would see it in its true
light, and not confound what you would consider as an object humane and in
the interest of the negroes themselves, with the conditions of the old slave
trade?—I am afraid | cannot undertake to say what the people of this country
will think of any proposition of that kind; they appear to me to have been
very inconsistent about slavery.

6270. Chairman.] The same pains do not appear to have been taken to give
them correct notions upon that subject as have been taken to mislead them
upon it?—I do not know that we can estimate exactly the influences which
lave been in operation.

6271. Suppose that Great Britain were to undertake the whole expense of
conveying free Africans to the West Indies, would not the British colonies, under
those circumstances, be able to compete in the markets of the world with Cuba
and Brazil?—It would depend upon the extent to which the emigration could be
carried, and also upon the efficiency of the immigrants as labourers after they
were introduced. . .

6272. Suppose the conditions were fulfilled to which you have adverted;
namely, that there should be efficient laws against squatting, efficient laws against
vagrancy, and laws enabling the planters to retain those labourres in a state of
apprenticeship for a period of years, and that the labourers were imported into
the West Indian colonies at the expense of the British Government; do you
think that under those circumstances the British colonies would be able to com-
pete with Cuba and Brazil?—If the immigration were carried to a sufficient
extent, I have no doubt of it.

6273. It would be a question of the amount of the supply?—The sufficiency
of the supply, and the manner of rendering it available. -

6274. Sir E. Buxton.] What would you call a sufficient supply ?—It is very
difficult to estimate exactly what would be sufficient, but there are two or three
data to which we may refer for the purpose of approximating to an estimate.
We have, for example, the number of preedial apprentices that were attached to
the sugar estates at the time of emancipation; we know what they produced by
very moderate labour, which it certainly was at that time; we know therefore
that if the same number of labourers could be again steadily empioyed upon those
same plantations,at least that quantity of sugar wouid be produced3 that in fact
the production of thase same estates would be entirely restored, and then the
question would come to be, at what rate of wages it was to be done. I consider
that the uumber of labourers required for that purpose is much more moderate

than
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than is generally supposed, only it must be in connexion with steady application

to labour. amd: . ets ue . .
6275. Mr. Barkly.| Taking the colonies of Trinidad and British Guiana, 1s it

your opinion that the average importation annually of 4,000 oF5,000 labourers

for a series of years would be sufficient to restore the cultivation in those colonies

to a state in which it could be profitably carried on in competition with that of

Brazil and Cuba ?—I think, in connexion with good laws, that it would be entirely

sufficient: that even a smaller number might operate to thateffect. oS

6276. Is it your opinion, from the inquiries which you have made into the

subject of African emigration, that such an emigration as that, to the extent of

4,000 or 5,000 free labourers per annum, could be obtained from the coast of

Africa 7—I do not know that it could, for a time. I think, as I said before, that

we must moderate our expectations in regard to the number of free labourers

that may be obtained from Africa, for atime. It requires cordial co-operation in

order to commence it in a satisfactory manner, for it really has not been com-

menced. We cannot trust to the liberated Africans, because that is an uncertain

source, depending on the captures made by the cruizers; but I should hope from

all the information which 1 have been able to collect, that an emigration to that

extent might in the course of a year or two be effected. .

6277. Chairman.| Can you suggest any measure which might be adopted for

rendering labour more effective, and thereby cheapening production in the West

Indies ?—-I think tbat the laws to which Lord Harris’s despatch points, are very

worthy of serious consideration. I do not think that the same kiad of vagrant law

which is suitable for the civilized people of England, is suitable for the liberated

African and the Cooly. oo
- 6278. Mr. Barkly.] Have you ever learned in the West Indies that the same

kind of laws applied to the labourers of that country, have been in existence for

very many years, as are applied to the labourers of our country ?—No, they have

not been exactly the same ; but even the laws which have existed have not been

carried into effect. So
6279. Was it not stated after emancipation, by the Secretary of State for the

Colonies, that those laws which were suitable for the regulation of labourers in

this country were more severe than, under the circumstances of the case, ought to

be administered ?>—I think it was.
6280. Chairman.] Is the population of the West Indies on the increase ?—

Yes, itis; all the information which we have concurs to that effect, that it ‘has

considerably increased.
6281. At the time of emancipation had the two sexes approached to a parity

in the West Indies :—In many of the colonies they had; in others they were very

close upon it. I should say that during the apprenticeship they had come to an
equality, and there was even a preponderance of females, I think.

6282. Sir E. Buxton.] Can you state the total amount of males, and the total
amount of females, among the apprentices or the slaves, at the time of the close of
apprenticeship, or the time of the close of slavery ?—I cannot give that ; I do not

think I have itat hand. ~
6283. Is it not the fact that the females exceeded the males, taking the aggre-

gate of the colonies, at the time of emancipation?—I believe that, taking the

ageregate of the culonies, it was so; but that was not the case in Demerara and

Trinidad, Oo oo
6284. Mr. Barkly.] Must you not also take into consideration the age of the

female population 2—No doubt. I should observe, that in regard to-those tables
from the West Indies, we require to remember this fact, that all the ages above
a certain line, all the elderly people, were the class in which the: greatest dispro-
portion existed. There were five old men for one old woman, for example, in many
cases; and below that line, the population of course was naturally coming to
a steady adjustment. I think we require to keep that fact in view in considering
West India tables. cs ——

6285. Sir E. Bueton.] The slave trade had been abolished 27 years when
slavery was abolished !—Yes. oe

6286. Have you any paper to state what were the proportions of the sexes at
the time of the abolition of the slave trade ?—I do not think I have. a

6287. Have you any for the year 1814, at the time of the registration being

adopted f—~ I dare say we should find it in the Registration Book, which was pub-

lished, I think, in 1816, oo
0.535 6288. Can
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6288. Can you put it in?—I think f can.
6289. Are you not aware that the sexes were at that time very equal >—T am

not aware of that fact; I am quite sure that in Guiana and Trinidad they were
very unequal at that time.

- 6290. Mr. Bar&ly.] Ivis not exactly fair, is it, to put all the colonies together?
—No. I should also observe, in reference to that question, that after the ycar
1825, when Dr. Lushington’s Non-Intercourse Act passed, preventing slaves from
being removed from one colony to another, it was nut possible to get wives down
from Barbadoes for the men in Trinidad and Guiana; the number of women in
Barbadoes therefore was of no consequence to the people in Trinidad and
Guiana.

6291. Sir E. Buzxton.] Do you remember that it was urged as an argument
against slavery by Mr. Canning, that it was in consequence of the state of slavery
that the population decreased ?—-No doubt there were a great many arguments
at that time urged ; 1 have heard arguments urged against sugar cultivation, as a
cause of decrease. I never could see the force of those arguments; there was
a fallacy very apparent in consequence of circumstances. which were not adverted
to; for instance, the produce of different colonies in sugar per capita was taken.
It was found in Guiana and Trinidad, where rich lands existed, that the quautity
of sugar.per negro was much greater than in the old colonies, and it was inferred

immediately that the mortality in Guiana and Trinidad, which was greater than

the mortality in those older colonies, was occasioned by the slaves being forced
to give more labour; whereas the real fact was the inequality of the sexes,
arising from the later period to which the slave trade was carried’ on to those
newer colonies. . ,

6292. Still, even in those newest colonies, the slave trade had ceased 27 years
when slavery ceased ?—Certainly; and I should say. that in those newest colo-

nies the equalizationof the sexes was very nearly accomplished.
6293. But is it not the fact that the population did decrease till slavery was

abolished, and that during the apprenticeship, or soon after, it began to increase?
—It is the fact ; and I attribute the fact to the gradual. operation of natural
causes;itseemed to take nearly 30 years to adjust the proportion of the sexes;
the importations into our own colonies had been like the importations into Cuba,
chiefly men available for labour, and the consequence was that it required a long
period to bring the sexes into a state of equality ; I attribute the change entirely
to that.. Our colonies had at the time when emancipation was determined upon,

_ arrived very nearly at that condition when increase begins to take place.
- 6294. Whatever may have been the cause, the fact is-so?—The fact isso,
-6295.-1 understood you to say that you wished such an immigration to take

place as that you might produce the same quantity of sugar as you did during
slavery; that in your idea that would be sufficient ?— That would be sufficient to

restore. the estates which exist. oo :
6296. Is your object to increase the amount, or to decrease the cost; for the

benefit of the West Indies, which is the-thing to aim at ?—Contemplating the

necessity, which I apprehend we must look forward to, of endeavouring to bring »
our colonies into such-a condition as will enable them to compete with all coun-
tries.of the world, I see no other way of doing that except by supplying a sufli-
ciency of labour, and having good government, and restoring credit, inducing the

application of capital, and all the improvements that can be suggested from time

to time; I see no other means of bringing those colonies into a tit conditionto
compete with other countries. SO - -
6297. Forthe real prosperity of the West Indies, is the object to be aimed at

the increase of production, or the decrease of cost; is it to produce 200 tons at

any price that you can, or is it not rather to produce the 100 tons that you can

produce, at a very low rate ?—I think that every proprietor naturally desires to
bring his cultivation into proportion with his’ power of manufacture. I do not
believe that any measure which will be adopted or can be adopted in this country
will induce the establishment of new plantations. Lovking therefore to those
which already exist, I conceive that the natural desire of every proprietor will be

to bringhis cultivation into correspondence with his power of manufacture. By
doingso,he will cheapen the cost of production. Therefore I -would reply to the
question, that both objects must be kept in view. You require to increase your
quantity-up to that point, and by that means, and also by moderate wages for
reasonable work, to get the cost of production brought to the proper level.

6298. Looking
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6298. Looking to the condition of the Mauritius, where the production has

been doubled since slavery was abolished, do you think that a large production in

the West Indies necessarily implies prosperityin the colonies 7—I think that we

must draw a very decided distinction between the Mauritius and the West Indian

colonies. ‘The Mauritius has established new plantations since emancipation. In

the West Indies nothing of the kind has been ever attempted; the proprietors have

been struggling to maintain the estates which previously existed. In the West

Indies I know nobody that aims at anything more than the restoration of his

former condition. In the Mauritius they seem to have aimed at, in fact,

supplanting the West Indies, because they have the advantage of labour.

6209. But is not the object that you have in view to decrease the price of

produce rather than to increase the quantity produced 1—The object which I have

in view, seeing the necessity of competing with foreigners who have cheap and

abundant labour, is to reduce the cost of labour, not the mere money wages, but

the cost of labour. 1 would much rather induce a man, instead of working four

or five hours a day, to work nine hours a day for the same money, than offer him

half the money for his four or five hours.

6300. You wish to make the supply of labour greater than the demand, in

fact?--I wish to bring the supply of labour certainly to that point at which

jabourers will come and ask for employment, instead of the master having to

go and ask for the labourer; that would be the turn which I should ‘like to give

ty the state of things; but if we approximated to that, probably a mutually good

understanding might exist. I may be allowed to add to that answer, that in the

West Indies there is always a guarantee that the labourer will not be unduly

depressed, because he has the means of escape, which he has not in a European

country. He is not reduced to the necessity of taking whatever is offered to

him.
;

6301. Is not that very fact one of the great difficulties which you will always

have to contend with in competing with Cuba, that if you reduce wages belowa

certain point, the old negroes on the estates can do better than by remaining on

the estates?-—-No doubt it is a disadvantage and a danger to which we are

exposed.
-

6302. And is it not one almost necessary consequence of a large immigration?

—I do not know that it is more a necessary consequence from a large immigra-

tion than from the present conditionof the population ; on the contrary, T should

say the larger the immigration the better. chance there was of retaining a certain

number of people on the plantations at reasonable wages. |

"6303. From what parts of Africa would you wish to draw the supplies of

immigrants; are you acquainted with that point ?—I have made diligent inquiries,

that is all Icar say; I have not been in Africa; I should aim in the first place at

making a real attempt at each of the British settlements, and I think also the

Kroo country.
6304. You would be inclined, I suppose, to import a large proportion of both

sexes ?-I would aim at perfect equality, if I could, because I look not merely to

the present effectof introducing labourers into the West Indies, but to their per-

manent settlement there, and to their contributing in every way to the increase of

the efficient population. :

_ 6305. Is there not a great practical difficulty, particularly on the KrooCoast,

in obtaining women ?—No doubt; we are informed that the Kroo women do not

go, but when we consider the subject a little, I think we must conclude that they

have never had an opportunity of going anywhere. The first employment of

the Kroo people has been at Sierra Leone, where. a certain number go and

engage in very hard labour to get wages; they naturally:do uot take their women

up there; they only go for a time. Then the other kind of emigration to. whica

they have been arcustomed, has been employment on board ships of war and

merchant ships; of course they would not take women with them there. Now

the last proposition made to then is to go to the West Indies. We can hardly

expect that at the first the women will go to the West Indies, but I think that,

looking at the emigration which has taken place in other parts, we may hope that

the women might be persuaded also to go if the men very much approved.

I should mention to the Committee, in illustration of that opinion, that the emi-

gration, even from the neighbouring islands in the West Indies, into Trinidad,

was at first chiefly men; then more women followed, till the women prepon~

derated. Ican present a table showing that fact. I would also mention that

0.53. ; the
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the emigration which has taken place from Madras to the settlements which we

acquired after the Burmese war, to Moulmein and other places, consisted entirely

of men at first, but that now there is a full proportion of women. ‘The men and

women are in full proportion in these countries, although the immigration for

some years consisted entirely of men. Therefore I venture to hope, though it is

impossible to feel confident, that Kroo women might be induced to go.

RETURN of the Number of ImMicRanTs into Trinidad, from the other West India Islands

and the United States of America, during the first Three Years following the permission

to import Labourers.
 

 

 

 

   
 

14bein Age and Between7aYears Under 7 Years of Age. TOTAL.

YEARS.
-

Males, Females. Males. Females. Males. Females. Males. Females,

1839 663 218| 40 22 26 37 729 277

1840 917 668 42 101 113 144 1,102 913

1841 $32 821 46 60 69 124 *947 * 1,005     
* Of this number, 85 males and 85 females were from Sierra Leone.—Vide Parliamentary

Paper, No. [530] of 1844, p. 102.

6306. You have alluded to some laws respecting vagrancy and squatting

which exist in this country, which you would wish to have established in the

West Indies; to what laws do you refer ?—I hardly wish to say that I would

precisely imitate the law of this country; for, on the contrary, I think that

uncivilized men ought not to be dealt with as civilized men are. I think itis

a mistake, and I see Lord Harris is of that opinion. I consider that a much

more stringent vagrant law is necessary in such a place, for example, as Trinidad,

thanitis in this country, where we are crowded together, and necessity imposes

_industry upon us.
6307. Then you would not, adopt the law of this country ?—I would adopt

a law at least as stringent, but I think more applicable to local circumstances.

6308. Is there not great practical difficulty in enforcing those laws where they

exist 2—There is undoubtedly; but I think that the magisterial arrangements

might be very much improved; a more efficient magistracy might be created.

6309. Colonel Thompson.| Have you formed any idea of how natives of Africa

are likely to be induced to come to the West Indian islands under the circum-

stances which you propose ?—I know no other means except endeavouring to

make them acquainted with the advantages which they would derive in the West

Indies. We have made inquiry at all the British settlements; at Sierra Leone,

for example, we were at one time encouraged to expect that the men would

appreciate very highly the advantages which they would derive by removing to

the West Indies; but there has been there a very great practical opposition to

emigration ; all parties seem to oppose it. In regard to Cape Coast Castle, I have

observed that the fugitives who took refuge there were delivered back to the

native chiefs. 1 came into communication with the late Governor Maclean on

the subject, and he told me that he had represented to the Colonial Department

that emigration from Cape Coast Castle was quite practicable; that he could

have induced several hundreds to go to the West Indies as an experimental

expedition; and that if some of these people returned, and gave a satisfactory

account of the West Indies, vast numbers would follow, there being a very

general desire to escape from oppression, and to acquire the comforts of life.

6310. Is not there a sort of contradiction in terms when you propose that

they are not to go to the West Indies in the character of what is ordinarily

meant as freemen?—I understand that they would be perfectly free, all who

came from any of those settlements. In fact, their being in a British settle-

ment makes them free. I apprehend there is no doubt about a man’s freedom

if he gets to a British settlement anywhere else; and I do not see why it should

not be so on the coast of Africa. .

6311. Do you think that apprentices, under the meaning of that term in the

West Indies, would be really free men :—I think they would be perfectly free.

6312. Is it not in the nature of a restriction upon the perfectness of their

freedom ?—No doubt, perfect freedom supposes that a mau may do whatever he
pleases
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pleases that is right ; but the apprenticeship is in the nature of a contract. It A, Macgregor, Esq.

is dealing with a full-grown man as you would do with a man under age in this 5Jono18st

country. We are quite accustomed to apprenticeship here; we do not consider une 1e4v.

that an apprenticeship to a trade here is any infringement of the liberty of that

individual. It is a training to the perfect knowledge of the business which he

desires to become ‘acquainted with. I see no practical difference between

apprenticeship here and apprenticeship in the WestIndies.

6313. Mr. M. Milnes.| Do you think that it would be necessary to enforce

those regulations by giving the master the power of corporal. punishment over

the apprentices 2—No, nothing of the kind.

6314. Do you think that the purpose could be accomplished without any

more forcible regulations than the power which in England is given to the

master over the apprentice >—I do not believe that so much power would be

necessary, because I believe that in England the master has very considerable

power over his apprentice; but I should imagine that the apprenticeship could

be rendered quite effectual if penalties were rendered effectual also. A man would

get wages as an apprentice; 1 contemplate his getting full wages for his labour.

6315. Colonel hompson.| Do you think it likely that men acting voluntarily

would enter into a contract of that sort tI think they would, because it would

be to their advantage. The conditions of the apprenticeship would be, that the

arty shall not wander about; that he shall attach himself to a particular part

of the country, and labour at reasonable hours from day to day for good wages

and comfortable accommodation. 1 do not see any hardship in these conditions ;

it is a very superior one to that which he occupies in Africa, and if he could

only understand it, I have no doubt vast numbers would go to occupy that

superior condition.
6316. Sir E. Buzton.] How many years would you make those apprentice-

ships ?—I am not favourable to very long apprenticeships; it strikes me that

three years would be a period sufficient to attach a man.

6317. Do you think that, supposing it were clearly and honestly explained

to the natives of Africa, particularly in British settlements, that they would be

bound to one estate for three years, they would be likely to go 2—I think they

would, if there were no interference with their free-will; I believe that there is

a very great interference in Sierra Leone; the prejudice of all parties is against

it; they are quite accustomed to subordination; they are in most parts under

ery despotic authority in Africa. Governor Maclean told me that he thought

there would be no difficulty at all, but he at the same rested his confidence of

course, as 1 would do, upon the return of people who had actually gone and

seen what was to be done, and had come back and reported in their own way

to their own countrymen; that is the only way in which I think satisfactorily

emigration can be promoted in Africa.

6318. And you would propose that they should work the same number of

hours and receive the same wages as other labourers in the colony ?2—Certainly.

The only object I should have in view with regard to apprenticeship is, that

they should be required to engage in labour steadily, and I am sure that must

be regarded as for their own benefit. . oe

6319. Do you think that if they were left to themselves when they arrived

in the West Indies, they would be inclined to do so 2—J do not think so; [am

quite convinced they would not; I see from all the information which we have,

that our emigration hitherto has been quite inefficient, in consequence of the

absence of some arrangement of that kind.

_ 6320. And provided that emigration can be carried on, do you. think that it

is a necessary part of the emigration that the expense of it should be paid by

this country ?—I think it is; in fact I do not see how it is to be paid: without;

the colonies are quite exhausted; we have been representing that for a long

time, and the thing has actually come.
6321. What expense do you think it would be necessary for this country to

go to?—-I consider that the expense might be very much reduced if there were

a certainty of freights, a complement of passengers. -

6322. How much per head would you put it at 29—I suppose 51. per head

would pay it; it is a very short passage across. .

_ 6323. And in order really to producea great effect upon the West Indian

islands, how many emigrants per annum do you suppose would be necessary ?—

I made an attempt to form a rude estimate of that in this way: we know the

0.53»
number  
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number of sugar estates in each colony) I speak of the three principal colonies

requiring labour) ; of course you are aware that some of them do not require any,

I take the number of estates in Guiana, Trinidad, and Jamaica; looking at

Guiana for example, I think there are 220 large sugar estates; I believe that if

100 emigrants could be gradually attached to each of them, you would place

Guiana in a highly prosperous condition, and that any country in the world

would require to exert itself to compete with Guiana. In Trinidad there are

about 180 estates; they are not quite on so large a scale as in Guiana; I believe

that if we could attach or could secure to each of those estates 50 people, which

is no very great number, we should produce such an influence upon the rest of

the population, and have such a command of labour, as would render those

estates highly prosperous. Then when we go to Jamaica, which is on a larger

scale, we find that a considerable part of Jamaica is not in the same want of

labour that other parts are; some parts of Jamaica are very well supplied with

labour; I suppose that two-thirds of Jamaica are lamentably deficient; and

taking the 600 sugar estates, I should ventureto say, that by attaching 50

labourers to 400 of those estates, which would be 20,000 people, you would

restore the prosperity of Jamaica. Now taking all these together, you find that

an immigration of perhaps 40,000 labourers to those three colonies would be

sufficient; it would require more persons, because of course you could not carry

on a great immigration of men alone; that could go on for a year or two, but

there must be women likewise introduced.

6324. Then you would require 40,000 efficient labourers ?1—Forty thousand

daily labourers ; it is a very rude estimate which I am forming. oe

6325. In how many years do you propose to introduce them ?-—I think the

sooner they can be introduced the better, but of course we cannot contemplate

it in a very short period.

6326. Are you aware how many immigrants of different sorts have been

introduced into the West Indies since the abolition of slavery ?—I am; there is

a Parliamentary Return on that subject.

6327. Can you state the number in Jamaica, British Guiana, and Trinidad?

—~It is very considerable, and illustrates the necessity of what I have been men-

tioning, viz., something else besides merely introducing people.

6328. The number is about 80,000 ?—Yes; taking the colonies separately,

those into Jamaica are not added up in this Return, but into Guiana, for instance,

there are upwards of 40,000.
6329. Can you state the exact number; is it 47,741 ?~—I believe thatthat is

correct. - ,

6330. That is into British Guiana alone !—-Yes. That presents a very dis-

couraging view of immigration of course, because its effect has not been such as

we would have anticipated from the introduction of so large a number.

6331. Chairman.] Does that include women ?--Every person, old and young.

6332. Sir E. Buzion.] Do you know whether there is any return of the

number of women ?—I do not know that it is before Parliament in any form;

we have the number of women introduced into Trinidad. I was alluding to that

a little time ago, that the women followed the men.
6333. That was an internal migration ?—So it was, but it showed the disposi-

tion of the females not to go at first; then after two or three years the children

were very numerous as well as the women, which shows that there was a regular

contemplation of settlement.

6334. Chairman.] Those parties were introduced into the colony without any

stipulations being made ?—Without any.
6335. The consequence was, that they wandered a good deal :—They areall

described here by Lord Harris as only 10,000 of them remaining on the planta-

tions, creoles and immigrants. oe

6336. Was not one of the incidents to that wandering life which they led, that

they were decimated by disease?—I do not think the Africans suffer from

disease; the Coolies evidently have suffered very much from that inattention.

6337. From the circumstance which I have described ?—Evidently.

6338. That does not apply to the Africans ?—No, I think not. In regard to

the amount of work done in Trinidad, I see I have a note, taken from Lord

Harris’s despatch, dated 2ist February; he says, “Wages in Trinidad are

30 cents = 1s. 8d, per task, which takes from four to five hours’ work. It is
very
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very rare to hear of two tasks being done in a day by tlie same man.” That is

his statement.
:

6339. Will you allow me to go over the list of our West India possessions

with a view to the question of immigration; I presume that neither Antigua

nor Barbadoes requires immigrants t—No.
6340. Dominica ?—It does not seem to require them very much.

6341. What are the economical circumstances of Dominica; is Dominica

doing pretty well ?—Pretty well comparatively; there are none of them doing

well with the low prices. As far as labour goes, I believe itis doing prettywell.

6342. Grenada ?—Grenada has suffered very much indeed, chiefly from its

proximity to Trinidad.
6343. Trinidad has withdrawn its labour ?—Yes, and the labourers constantly

threaten to go to Trinidad, so that you have no control over them in any way.

6344. Is Grenada a very fertile island? —It is a very fine island.

6345. Equal to any which we have named, excluding Trinidad ?—Yes.

6346. Montserrat ‘—Montserrat is a very small place. © me

6347. Nevis is also a small island ?—Yes. De

6348. St. Christopher ?—St. Christopher is in a very high state of advance-

ment; it has sufficient labour, and great improvement has been adopted in St.

Christopher. Ce
6349. St. Lucia?—St. Lucia is an island capable of taking a great many

labourers, and they rather hope to get someFrench negroes over from Mar-

tinique. Ds oo

6350. It is thinly populated ?—Yes. . ne

6351. Is there any large extent of uncultivated land?—Yes,a great deal of

forest land. oS Se oo

-6352. What is the general character of the soil in St. Lucia ?>—Very fine;

the valleys are very fine. = Oo pe

6353. St. Vincent ?—St. Vincent has been doing in regard to labour com-

paratively well ; the people seem very much attached to the island; itis a very

fine island. | SC So

~ 6354. Are there not large tracts of uncultivated land there?—Not large

tracts; there is a good deal of mountain land, but the valleys are generally

cultivated. os ce me

_ 6355. Tobago ?—In Tobago there is a great deal of good land; but Tobago

is very much out of view; it has a very small production now, and it is. not

regarded as of much consequence, though to the proprietors of Tobago it is.

6356. How does Tobago stand in the proportion of labour to land?—They

have not lost any of their labourers; it stands in such a position that they

cannot get to it from Trinidad;. it is to the windward of Trinidad.

6357. Then we come to Tortola ?—That I may say is abandoned.

6358. The Bahamas of course we need not say anything about ?—The Ba-

hamas are covered with a very fine race of negroes, doing very little; it isa

very poor soil. : ~ ne

6359. Is there a great deal of sugar ?—None. - co

6360. Mr. M. Milnes.| Has there been any emigration ‘from the Bahamas tu

the West Indies ?-~It has been prohibited hitherto. .

6361. Entirely prohibited Entirely. oo

6362. Chairman.] Bermuda ?—-Bermuda is a mere garrison.

6363. Sir EZ. Busion.| Is not the population ofthe Bahamas very small ?—.

It is very considerable compared to the surface. |

6364. You could not derive a very great supply from there :—I do not know ;

I think that there might be a couple of thousand people drawn from the

Bahamas. They are a very fine race of negroes, and there is very little profitabie

occupation for them. I should think that they are in rather an advanced

state also, SO ve

6365-6. I suppose that it is the proprietors in the Bahamas who. object to
their being withdrawn 7—No. - we

6367. Do you suppose that if the West Indian colonies had to bear the

expense of their own immigration, they could compete with the slave colonies

without protection ?—I think that they could not for a time; I think. that

intermediate protection is absolutely necessary to maintain the West Indies.

6368. Do you suppose that for some years to come they could compete with
the slave colonies without protection, even if this country provided them with
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immigration ?—I think not. It requires a long time to render immigration
available: in the first place, it takes some time to conduct any immigration of
the least importance; then after the people are there, they are many months,
six months, before they are of any real value as labourers ; you cannot set them

to work immediately at what they do not understand ; and supposing they are

set to plant, they cannot reap the crop that they plant for 18 months. I¢
therefore is quite easy to see that several years must elapse before even the first
part of that immigration comes to be decidedly available, and in the meantime

competition is quite destructive.

Mathew James Higgins, Esq., called in; and Examined.

6369. Chairman.| YOU are, I believe, connected with the West Indies by
property r—I have property in Demerara, and ashare in an estate in Grenada.

6370. Have you ever been in the West Indiesyourself?—lI was out there on

my estate for about six months immediately after the termination of the appren-

ticeship, in 1838 and 1839 ; and I was out there in the winter of 1846-47,

6371. How long is it since your return ?—It is rather more thana year.

6372. What did you find to be the effect of emancipation in the West Indies,

upon the proprietors in the first instance ?>—I found when I first went out there
(and I arrived there about two months after the apprenticeship had concluded)
the colony of Demerara in a total state of disorganization; the negroes were

good-humoured and well-behaved, but they were very averse to work, as might

naturally have been expected; there were no sufficient laws to coerce them, and
the instructions received by the stipendiary magistrates, 1 was privately informed
by several of them, were that they were rather to lean towards the negroes for a
time; not to enforce the laws which they coulden force effectually, but to be very
indulgent towards them. For these reasons, there was an immense loss of pro-

perty; we could not take off. the canes which were in the ground, and could not

manufacture our sugar with any degree of regularity.
6373. The organization of society was a good deal deranged ?—It was.

6374. Was the consequence a considerable reduction in the quantity of colonial
produce ?—No doubt of it.

6375. Did the reduction apply exclusively to sugar?—At that time in Deme-
rara there was hardly any other produce sent home, very little indeed ; there was

some coffee, chiefly from Berbice, which is a part of the colony with whichI am
-not so well acquainted, and there were one or two cotton estates, which have

since gone out of cultivation.
6376. To what pursuits did the negroes betake themselves?—A good many

of them flocked to the towns, and others fell back upon the provision grounds
which they had upon most of the estates, and lived in a state of idleness

generally.
6377. What efforts were made by the planters to rescue themselves from those

disastrous circumstances ?—They endeavoured to tempt the negroes to work by
offering them higher wages than the prices of sugar at that time justified them
in doing, but they were anxious to get some work performed in order to keep up

the drainage of the estates, without which they would have lapsed into swamp
immediately, and also to preserve the machinery, and to take off the canes then
in the ground; therefore the prices which they paid for labour were certainly
such as they would not have been justified in doing had they supposed that that
state of things would have continued. Having once admitted a high rate of
rate of wages, it was difficult to reduce it without heavy loss to themselves from
a strike, except by immigration.

6378. As a proprietor, did you find the holding of an estate in that yeara
source of great profit?—No, I lost considerably that year.

637g. Did you in the subsequent year ?—I think for about two or three years
after that I lost every year.

6380. Were any efforts made by the proprietors to redeem their circumstances
by immigration of labour ?—I think probably that any information you may
desire upon that subject Mr. Macgregor has given more accurately than I could
do, but i may say generally that they were very anxious to procure immigration,
but the regulations from home prevented it. ‘There were some Coolies imported
into the colony; I think they were maltreated by certain parties, and in conse-
quence of that, Coolie immigration was stopped altogether.

6381. Should
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6381. Should you say that the immigration of labourers had been, on thewhole,

effectual?—I think not; there is no doubt that some good has been done, but I

think that the cost to the colonies at which they have been imported has been

uite incommensurate with the advantage derived from them.

6382. To what circumstance do you attribute the failure?—I think to the

want of efficient laws; and of efficient application of the laws which actually

exist for preventing vagrancy and squatting, and the enforcement of contracts. -

6383. You have heard the evidence which has been given to us by Mr. Mac-

gregor on these subjects; do you agree with him in his observations ?—I do

enerally.
e 6384. What is the present condition of the colonies ?—I think that the latest

despatches from all the Governors to whose despatches we have had access

describe the general state as one of bankruptcy, and describe the labour which.

is obtained as excessively unsatisfactory and partial on the part of the creole
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negroes, and the credit of the colonies themselves.as entirely gone. In. the last.

six months eighteen West Indian houses have been declared bankrupt in this

country; 1 think it is almost impossible to describe a lower state of depression.

than that to which the West Indies are reduced at the present moment.

6385. Is that state of depression going on?—I think it is likely to continue.

6386. You do not think that it has reached a point from which it is likely to

yecede?—Certainly not; our own private information leads us to the opposite

conclusion, and the despatches of the Governors, to which we should wish to have

access, have not been very freely communicated to us. -

6387. You are apprehensive of the disclosures which might be obtained from

those despatches ?--I am not apprehensive that they will differ from our private

letters. 1 should like to get them very much. I have been told. that there are

very important despatches, and that they will be immediately published; but

from day to day they are put off, and we do not get them ; and from what hap-

pened just before the last debate, I have very good reason to suppose that Govern-

ment are not anxious to give us facilities for access to that evidence, which

would corroborate our own statements if we could get it.

6388. Your private information leads you to believe that the state of those

colonies still continues in a process of depression ?—-I think every packet confirms

the preceding information which we have upon that. subject, and states that

their condition is going from bad to worse.

6389. Do you hear of estates being abandoned ?—On most of the estates within

my knowledge they are taking canes offs I think that they have not been

abandoned, because they have been waiting to hear the Report of Lord George

Bentinck’s Committee, and whether anything would be done upon it; but I

do not think that the operations have gone further than taking off the canes

which have already grown. .

6390. Do you think that if the law were permitted to remain exactly in its

present state, with a differential duty of 6s. upon the importation of sugar into

this country, and a gradually declining scale of differential duty, the circum-

stances ofthe West Indian colonies would become more and more disastrous '—

I think the production ofsugar would fall off very greatly indeed. -

6391. Such being the case, will. you have the kindness to state whether you

think, that under any circumstances whatever, the finer portion of our possessions

in the West Indies could compete with Cuba and Brazil?—I think that it

depends entirely upon the slave trade. If the Brazilians, as they at present can,

import as many slavesas they wish, 1 do not think that under any circumstances

we could compete with them. . oo

6392. Are you led to believe that at present the people of Brazil can import

as many slaves as they wish?—-I see by ‘Mr. Bandinel’s evidence that the price.

of a-slave in Brazil 60 years ago was from 451. to 501, and we were then carry-

ing them thither ourselves. I see that now, when we are doing everything we

can to prevent their being carried thither, the price is from 457. to 504.; and

taking intoconsideration the different value of money in 1788 and in 1848, slaves

are cheaper now in Brazil than they were 60 years ago; therefore I cannot

conclude that the presence of the squadron on the coast makes a very great

deal of difference in the supply.
6393. You observe from the evidence which has been laid before Parliament,

that the price of slaves in Brazil during the last few years has been ina process

of gradual decline ?—I think from 601. to 454.

0.53.
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6394. Mr. M. Milnes.]. Do you think that the circumstances of sume of the
West Indian islands are so different from those of others, that in any case, even
without legislative protection, or without any change in the present system with
regard to immigration, they could nevertheless compete with Brazil and Cuba;
I mean such portions of our West Indies as, for instance, Barbadoes and. An-
tigua ?—I think that Barbadoes could; I do not know anything about Antigua;
I have never been there.

6395. Chairman.] Then I understand you to say, that you consider the
attempts now made to stop the importation of slaves into. Brazil as altogether
hopeless ?—I merely draw my inferences from the evidence which .has been
given, by persons practically acquainted with the subject, before this Committee,
and that on Sugar and Coffee Planting.

6396. And you think that so long as Brazil is supplied with slave labour, it
will be impossible even for the most fertile of the British colonies to compete
with that country?—lI think it will. There is one point which has hitherto
been overlooked: we have been urged very much to get better machinery, in
order to extract more saccharine matter from the cane, and so make our
sugar cheaper. Now in our own colonies there is not a sufficiency of workmen
to work that machinery day and night, and therefore the same quantity of
machinery which would cost 5,000 /. in Brazil would take off double the crop
which 5,000/. of machinery would take off in the British colonies, where it
can only work half the time. They work the machinery night and day in Cuba
also, and that is a very important consideration in making further investments
with aview to probable profit.

6397: Supposing that Cuba and Brazil could only obtain their labour under
the same circumstances as our own colonies, do you think that the natural cir-
cumstances of our colonies would enable them to meet the productions of Cuba
and Brazil in the markets of the world ?—I have not the slightest doubt of it.

6398. Do you consider that Demerara and Trinidad are as naturally favoured
as Cuba in regard to the fertility of their soil ?—-I have no doubt whatever of it.

6399. With respect to climate, is there any superiority which Brazil enjoys?
—To tell the truth, Iam quite unacquainted with the climate of Brazil, and
cannot answer upon that subject.

6400. Does your information extend to the machinery employed in Brazil :—
T can speak of the machinery in Cuba. Up to two years ago, I perfectly concur
with Mr. Macgregor in what he said, that the machinery of British Guiana was
superior to that of any other sugar-producing colony. But in the last two years
‘a great deal of machinery has been sent from this country and from the United
States to Cuba, and from this country to Brazil.

6401. Looking to the circumstances of the two countries, is there anything
which the British colonies want except to be placed on terms of perfect equality
with regard to the means of cultivation ?—I think nothing whatever.

6402. Can you suggest any means by which the supply of labour in the two
countries should be placed upon terms of equality?—I think not; the question
is a very difficult one, because the obvious mode would be to employ the same
engines of labour in both, viz. slaves, as we used to do; and as that of course
cannot be contemplated,I think it is very difficult to say how you can make
aman, as a free man, do the same quantity of work that you can extract from
him as a slave.

6403: Youareof opinion that so long as slavery and the slave trade are in
existence, with regard to Cuba and Brazil, the hope of competing is not a very
good one?—I think not; a great distinction must however be drawn between
the existence of the slave trade and the existence of slavery; slavery without
the slave trade of course is not so formidable to compete with as slavery with the
slave trade. :

6404. Are you acquainted with the circumstances under which slavery exists
in North America ?—I am not.

6405. Supposing that Brazil and Cuba were dependent for their supply of
labour upon free emigration from Africa, and subject exactly to the same laws
that our own colonies are subject to, should you then fear for the British
colonies ?—Not ‘in the least; but I do not think they would ever attempt that,
because they would fear insurrections of the slaves, which they have already

experienced; there is a very great distrust of the free negroes in Cuba a8It

is, and I do not think they would wish at all to add to their number; and
moreover;
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moreover, I think that the treatment which the emancipados have received in

Cuba ought to lead the authorities in this country to doubt the sincerity of the

Spaniards in importing free labourers from the coast of Africa.

6406. Would there be any more ground for apprehending an insurrection in

Cuba if the supply of labour were a free supply, than in the present state of the

supply of slaves 2—-No doubt there would, because they could not use the same

means towards free immigrants that they do towards slaves, to isolate and coerce

them. One of the great holds on the large slave population is, that they keep

them isolated; they keep them separate one gang from the other.

6407. Would nota free population have an interest in the cause of order ?—

You must consider what sort of a’ free population it would be; the introduction

of free negroes from Africa would not promote the cause of order in a slave

eolony much.
a

6408. Will not that observation apply as much to British colonies .as_ 0

Spanish ?—No 5 in the British colonies every man’s object would be to assist in

the task of civilizing them, whereas in Cuba the slaves of course would look. to

the new comers for aid and sympathy. There are quantities of new negroes there;

they would find old acquaintances and relations amongst the immigrants, and

would look to them to assist them in striking off their bondage.

6409. Lam afraid you have misunderstood the question; 1 am supposing that

the state of slavery is abolished in both countries ?—I beg your pardon; I en-

tirely misunderstood the question. ~

6410. Supposing that the state of slavery is abolished in the island of Cuba,

and the slave trade also discontinued, and the supplyof labour maintained by

free immigration; should you then see.any ground Yor apprehending an insur~

rection of the immigrants :—I think there would be every ground for appre-

hending the most grievous social evils in Cuba, if such a thing occurred as

sudden emancipation at present. I should not fear the competition of Cuba under

such circunistances in the least; I think there is no doubt that very great social

evils would instantly occur there, from the uncivilized and demoralizedstate of

the negroes actually there. 1 cannot contemplate an. immediate emancipation

in Cuba without anticipating the worst horrors. poe

6411. An immediate emancipation, I apprehend, is not likely to be undertaken

by any country after the experience of our own colonies ?—Certainly not.

6412. Were the circumstances of Barbadoes exactly the. same as thoseof

Trinidad and Guiana ?—I cannot conceive the circumstances of two. countries

difering more entirely. Barbadoes was an old settled island, very densely popu-

lated, with no spare land; it was entirely cultivated, and with very few provision

grounds; the negroes were therefore entirely dependent. upon the labour of

their hands for their support: whereas entirely the converse of every one of those

assertions may he stated of Guiana. ct a ee

6413. Probably, if Barbadoes were in the hands of the people of Cuba, they

would not import slaves?—Certainly not. It contains sufficient labour for the

cultivation of the whole island. - So

6414. Did you find during the time of your visit to your property in ‘the

West Indies, that the labour market was much deranged by vagrancy r-—I do

not know that you can call them vagrants, but I found that out-of about 200

labouring people on my estate, an average of about 87 worked inthe. field

every day; that is to say, that each person worked 10 days a month; they

behaved with great good humour, but they did not work continuously, or perform:

honest work; they used to come and do a day’s work, and then come two or

three days afterwards, and do another. os

6415. Is it possible by means of reliefs to maintain that continuous labour

which is necessary for the production of sugar?—We could only get about 87.

people a day out of the 200; we could not obtain. sufficient regularity of labour

to arrange reliefs. a a, as

_ 6416.. You stated that there was a very considerable falling off in the produc-

tion of sugar after the Act of Emancipation came into force ?—There was.

6417. Was there any falling off in the quality of the sugar ?1—Undoubtedly.

6418. Do you consider that the falling off in the quality was almost as great

as the falling off in the quantity ?—No; I do not think it was’so great as that,

but. there was a very great falling off in ‘quality. The falling.off in quality arose

from the difficulty of getting continuous labour at the mill; the canes often.

soured from-delay; you constantly had some which were not carefully stripped.

0.53
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of the leaves; there was a quantity of improper matter which got into the cane
juice, and you could not get the people to manufacture it with the same atten.
tion; the falling off in quantity per acre arose from the crops not being as care.
fully weeded and cultivated as before.

6419. Has that depreciation in the quality continued up to this time ?>—We

have done the best we could to obviate it, and we have better machinery,

6420. Is the quality of British plantation sugar as good now as it was in the
year 1832 ?—Not as good; but I think it is better than it was several years after
emancipation.

6421. Is the British plantation sugar, the sugar of Guiana, equal to the sugar
imported from Cuba?—It is a different sort of sugar ; almost all the sugar from
Cuba isclayed. Barbadoes and Jamaica muscovados are as good as Cuban mus-
covados. Some of the sugar impcrted from Guiana, the Berbice sugar, is very
bad indeed. The Demerara sugar is a good deal of it vacuum-pan sugar; it is
a sort of crystallized sugar, but it is not as high a quality of sugar as the clayed
sugar,
G30. And not so valuable for purposes of refining :—No.
6423. Mr. M. Milnes.| Have you had any immigrated labourers working

upon your estates *—I have for the last six months; I was not aware of it till
about two months ago. The Governor sent some Coolies down.

6424. How do you find them practically work ?—I find that they are the only.
people who are working on the estate atvall, at present.

6425. At what wages ?—They have the same wages as the other labourers,
about 1s. 4d. or 1s. 8d. a task.

6426. Do you find them work regularly :—My agent writes home to me to
say, “ The state of the cultivation of your estate is entirely owing to the Coolies
who have been sent by the Governor.” The creoles there will not work at all.

6427. You are, therefore, so far as your own experience goes,satisfied with
the immigrants ?—I think it depends entirely upon the class of people you get;
some who have been agriculturists in their own country have done very well;
there have been a great mass of vagabonds connected with the towns, sent over,
who have done very badly for themselves and for the colony.

6428. Chairman.] Have you any experience of the result of the import of
Africans in the West Indies 2—No.

6429. Do you know whether they offer themselves for hire, or whether they
attach themselves to different plantations when they arrive ’—They are generally
sent down to the different plantations. Such plantations as require labourers
give in their names; they are all obliged to provide for them an_ efficient hos-
ital-on eaeh estate, and also houses fit to receive the labourers. The Governor

has a list of plantations which are thus prepared, and as the different ships arrive
he allots the immigrants to the different plantations.

6430. He allots them to no parties but those so prepared to receive them?
—No.

6431. Are the planters who receive those labourers also obliged to supply
medical attendance '—Yes. -

6432. Is the regulation as to medical attendance enforced with great care
and under circumstances of great rigidness?—~—Yes, I think so; there is an
ordinance to that effect, which enacts that they shall be visited by a medical
man ouce in every 48 hours, whether they are ill or not. I presume that that
is not acted up to, but that is the ordinance. ce

6433. Sir EZ. Buxton.| Is there not a great mortality when they first arrive?

—Very often.
6434. And it is on that account that this strict medical attendance is en-

forced ?--I presume it is so. .
6435. Sir R. A. Inglis.| Do you regard the consumption of sugar to be

almost a necessary of life in Europe?—I believe there are countries in which
very little is consumed; in Ireland I fancy the consumption is very small. It
has almost become a necessary of life, T think. : uo

6436. Limiting the question to the case of England, do you regard the con-
sumption of sugar to be almost a necessary of life in England ?—I do.

6437. Can sugar be produced as an article of general merchandize, except
within the tropics, or in degrees immediately adjoining the tropics ?--I think
not.

6438. Can sugar be produced in any such tropical region, exceptbyinten
abour /—



SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 65

Jabour ?--I do not think the labour necessary for the production of sugar is M. J. Higgins, Esq.

more intense than that exacted from the labourers in this country for the §=§=————

production of many other articles of life. 6 June 1848.

6439. Is there not a period in the production of sugar in which continuous

labour is required from the party manufacturing it, longer in time and greater

in degree than in any manufacture in England of any other character?—

Certainly not.
”

6440. Have you taken into your consideration the tropical heat. in which at

crop time such labour is performed ?+-There is an erroneous impression with

regard to the effect which tropical heat has on the inhabitants of the tropics; I am

quite sure that the labour which I have seen exacted from the slaves in Cuba

would have been fatal to Europeans, if that amount of labour had been exacted

fom them in this climate; I do not think that 12 hours of fair labour exhausts

a negro in the tropics more than 12 hours of similar labour would exhaust a.

white man in this country. ot

6441. Whatever may be the relative endurance of the white and of the black.

men in other countries, is it practically the case that sugar has not been produced

by the labour of white men in any tropical region ?—Certainly white men

would be quite incapable of performing that labour in that climate.

fig42. If there should be, as you state there has been, and is, a failure of the

supply of free black labour in the British West Indies, is there any prospect of

an adequate supply of sugar from the British West Indies, either for England

itself, or, as was formerly the case, for expertation from England :—Certainly

not, without an ampler supply of labour in the market, and more effectual regu-

lations for ensuring the regularity of that labour.

6443. If then the supply of sugar shall fail from the produce of free labour

in the British West Indies, if the consumption of sugar be almost a necessary of

life in England, and if a supply be produced from Cuba or Brazil, does it not

follow that the supply must be left to the produce of slave labour ?—I have not

the least doubt of it.
6444. Does not then the purchase of every pound of sugar produced by slave

labour, from whatever island or colony it may come, encourage, directly and in-

directly, the slave trade as well as slavery —All the authentic documents which

we can refer to for the last two years concerning the slave trade prove that beyond

a doubt. ~

6445. You would consider then that any encouragement to the production of

sugar from dependencies on vations other than those of England is pro tanto an

encouragement to slavery and the slave trade ?—I think it is. =

6446. Has your attention been turned to the means. adopted by England for

the suppression of the slave trade as carried on between Africa and Brazil,

and Cuba ?——I have read most of the evidence which has been given on that

subject, and documents relating to it. -

6447. Have you formed an opinion as to the expediency of continuing the

squadron in the Atlantic for the purpose of suppressing the slave trade, it

being assumed to be the object of Great Britain to contend by those means for

the suppression of the slave trade?—I think it totally useless to retain the

squadron on the coast, if, on the other hand, we admit slave sugar on favourable

terms into this country ; by the exclusion of slave sugar and the continuance of

the squadron, there is no doubt that the slave trade has until the last two years

been very much diminished; the records of the Foreign Office state that two

years ago the number of Africans annually exported from Africa to be converted

into slaves was about 30,000, and the same sources of information tell us now

that it is between 60,000 and 70,000. | re oe

6448. Did the importation of slaves into Brazil double from the period when —

‘an increased stimulus was given to the production of slave-grown sugar in the

Brazils?—The information supplied within the last two months by the Foreign

Office gives thatresult ; in round numbers, 1 think it was 33,000 in one case, and

between 60,000 and 70,000 in the other. oe

6449. Is it, or is it not, a legitimate conclusion. from the encouragement

afforded to the production of a given article that the supply will increase in

proportion -—-Undoubtedly.
- a

_ 6450. If the supply can be rendered by no other means than by slave labour,

is not the enccuragement of the supply the encouragement.of the means by

whieh that supply is furnisired >—No doubt that is the case; [saw to-day in

0:53. the
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chief mercantile house in the Havannah in 1844 and in 1848, describing the

prospects and condition of the commerce of Cuba in 1844, and now in 1848;

they were referred to by Mr. Gurney, at a meeting in the City, and I see they

are reported here; they are very striking. The Messrs. Drake belong to an

American family, naturalized in Cuba, and occupy a leading position among the

merchants in the Havannah. The extracts are very short, and if the Committee

will allow me, I will read them.
6451. Will you be pleased to state whether you know the writers of the letters

which you are prepared to put in, and can say from your own knowledge and

observation that they are persons on whose authority this Committee may rely ?

—Thave stated of my own knowledge that they are the leading merchants in the
Havannah, and are proprietors of large slave-wrought sugar ingenios. The

statements which I am going to read were sent home by Her Majesty’s Slave

Commissioners to the Foreign Office, and, therefore, there can be no doubt as

to their opinion, as well as mine, of the credit due to the statements of Messrs,

Drake. It appears that on the ist of January 1844, the highly respectable and
wealthy house of Drake, Brothers, & Co. published a circular setting forth

“ that they had no expectation of the price of sugar being improved, except by

having the English market opened to the produce of the island, where if this
could be effected at a rate even of 50 per.cent. above the duty on English colo-

nial sugar, still they should .obtain for their produce double the amount they

could then obtain.” After the alterations of the law with regard to the admis-

sion of slave grown produce into our markets, the trade circular of Messrs.
Drake, Brothers, & Co., of the Havannah, of the sth of January last, thus states:

“ The production of 1847 has far exceeded that of any previous year, and the

prices obtained by planters have been so good and remunerative that they are
enabled to adopt every means for the further extension of. their crops. During

the past year the prices of sugarin our markets were supported. at high rates

with but slight and temporary fluctuations, notwithstanding the large crop.
This was mainly owing to the unprecedentedly heavy shipments to the United
States and Great Britain, aided by a well-sustained inquiry for Spain, with

a fair demand for other parts. The shipments for British ports comprised

about 167,000 boxes from hence and Matanzas, with an addition of. some im-

portance from other parts of the island. The bulk of the exports wentfirst

in the early part.of the seasons, when there was not only a stimulus created

by the admission of our sugar forEnglish consumption, but also a general expecta-

tion that a large quantity would be required for the use of breweries and distille-

ries.” . That is a Cuban picture of the state of Cuban commerce in 1844, when

their produce was excluded from.our markets, and in 1848, when it was admitted

into England, not on equal terms with free-labour sugar, but on easier terms than

before.
6452. Do you regardthat this comparison ofthe produce corresponds pretty

qcourately with the increase of the means by which that produce has been.

‘urnishedto the market, namely, by doubling, or more than doubling. the im-

portation of slaves into the colony in question *~-There have been very few

slaves imported into Cuba as yet; the coffee cultivation has been almost entirely:

broken up, and it has been computed that about 100,000 slaves have been

yemoved from the cultivation of coffee to that of the cane. According to. the

last reports from the English Slave Commissioners (and our private accounts tell

us the same), arrangements are being made for. the importation of slaves from.

the coast of Africa to Cuba, yet up to the latest dates no great quantity was
known to have been imported ; the increase in quantity has hitherto been almost

entirely confined to Brazil. . :

6453. In either case the produce of sugar in Cuba has been effected.by slave
labour 7—No doubt of it. Sees a

6454. And preparations are made for an increase of such exportation of slave

labour from Africa 7—That has been stated by Captain Matson, who was exa-
mined before this Committee, and by various other witnesses. I think there has

been no great. increase in the amount of importation of slaves into Cuba in the

last two years. ae -
6455. You do not wish the Committee to understand that there has been @

discontinuance of the supply. of slaves imported into Cuba ?—Certainly not.
6456. But merely. that there has been a large transference of slave labour

. from



 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 67

from one species of cultivation to another ; the average supply of slaves imported

remaining nearly the same ?—In stating that, 1 wished to explain to the Com-

mittee the mode in which L account for the fact of there not having been an

‘mmediate inerease in the importation of slaves subsequently to the Act

of 1846.
CS Ce

6457. Sit E. Buaton.| Have you any information which you can give to. the

Committee to show that there are at present symptoms that. the trade with the

coast of Africa is reviving 2—I have no evidence to give to the Committee which

js not contained in the Appendix to the first volume of their Report from our

Slave Commissioners, and in the evidence of Captains Matson and Birch. _

~ 6458. Chairman.] Would not the most effectual means of putting down the

slave trade be to.undersell the productions of slave labour ?—No-doubt of it.

6459. Would not that be a more effectual means of putting down the slave

trade than any squadron of cruisers, or any other machinery which this country

could adopt for the purpose of forcible suppression ?—I conceive that to be the

only means of putting it down.. - i

6460. You have stated, in answer to a former question, thatyu thought, if

the slave-grown sugar were excluded from this country, and the fleet maintained

on the coast of Africa, the slave trade might be put down; do you consider that

such means would really extinguish the slave trade ?—I did not say that I.

thought it would be extinguished altogether; I said that I considered that it

might be reduced.
6461. But so long as a demand for slaves exists in Cuba-and Brazil, do you

consider that the fleet will ever be the’ means of extinguishing the slave trade ?

—I think our experience ought to have convinced everybody who has examined

the subject carefully that itwill not. veg Shee

6462. Has your attention ever been turned to the subject of African immigra-

tion into the West Indian colonies, with respect to. its beneficial operation upon

our colonies ?—If African emigration were introduced, and no more stringent

M.J. Higgins; Esq.
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laws enacted for its conduct when thenegroes arrived in our colonies, I do not. —

think that it would be very beneficial. :

- 6463. Is it necessary that African emigration should. be conducted for the

future under the same circumstances under which it has been conducted: here-"

tofore ?—Certainly not, I think. a - oe

6464. Would it not be necessary to have laws. to restrain vagrancy and

squatting, and.also to place the immigrants in the position of apprentices r—My

opinion is that it would be fair and just, both to the planters and to the immi-.

grants, that such measures should be. adopted. oe ; oe

6465. Supposing that African emigration could. be conducted under those. cir-:

cumstances, do you think that the operation would be very beneficial tothe West

Indian colonies ?—-There is no doubt of it. The only disadvantage under which

we labour now is deficiency of labour. If a tide of immigration could be turned

into the colonies at present, it would have a very beneficial effect.. I may.

instance, that if a. well-directed scheme of immigration had been operating io

Guiana during the last six months, we should not have been exposed to the

strike which has very nearly ruinedeverybody connected with that ‘colony. .

6466. Are you informed that a strike has taken place in British Guiana.

recently 2—From before Christmas up to the present day the Creole labourers

have scarcely done a stroke ofwork... oo, “ = oe

6467. Did they strike for higher wages 2—Not for higher wages, but to oppose

areduction of the wages ‘which ruled before...
6468. Do you know what the rate of wages is ?—I think from 25, to.18..4d..

a day’s task. : : ree

6469. What rate of wages has been offered to the labourers ?—Three-fourths ;

the reduction proposed was. 25 per cent. ee

“6470. Sir E, Buzton.] That is the 4d.?—Yes; but that has not been:
acceded to. . . Cee, Se

6471. Chairman.] Do you think, if, from the period of the emancipation of

the slaves in the West Indies, a well-regulated plan of emigration fromAfrica.

had been conducted by this country, the present state of the West Indies, even

under the operationofthe Sugar Bill of 1846, would have been as disastrous as.

it now is 7—It certainly would not have been as disastrousasit now is. Ss

6472. Do you think it probable,. that had those steps been adopted at that

early period, the British. colonies would have been enabled to meet the com-

0.53+
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petition of Cuba and Brazil ?—No; I do not think that we could have met the

competition which Brazil must offer, with the enormous quantities of slaves which

are imported there. a
6473. You think that-under no circumstances the British West Indian colonies

could compete with Cuba and Brazil, so long as slavery is one of the institutions

of the évantry ?—I do not think that the British West Indian colonies can ever

compete with slave-importing countries.

6474. Sir E. Burton.] That is, with slavery and the slave trade :—With

slavery andthe slave trade. Allow me to explain what I mean: we know that in

the last twoyears there have been more slaves imported into Brazil than there
have been free immigrants into the whole of the West Indian islands since eman-

cipation, a period of 15 years, and when those slaves are imported, their whole
energies are at once concentrated in the cultivation and manufacture of sugar and

in mining operations. Now we know from the evidence given by Mr. Macgregor,

that although there have been about 70,000 immigrants imported into the West

Indies since emancipation, a very small number indeed is actually employed in

making sugar at present ; they do what they please; they wander about or addict

themselves to other pursuits. Therefore the number of immigrants ‘coming into

the West Indies, and of slaves going to a slave country, does not express the pro-

portionate addition to the agricultural labour of the two countries.- :

6475. Almost all the slaves imported into Brazil have been effective labourers?
—They have been effective labourers, and have been constantly employed.

6476. Whereas a large proportion of the individuals imported into the British

West Indian colonies have been persons who have set up for themselves, I appre-
hend ?}—Exactly. oe a .

6477. You have read the evidence of Mr. Bandinel, reportedto the House ’of
Commons ?—I have. cS —

6478. Do you observe that he describes a project which had been suggested
by the government of Brazil to the British Government, of a system of gradual
emancipation of the slaves in Brazil, and supplying the labour market of Brazil
by means of free emigration from Africa ?—I do.
6479. Do you think that if that system could be honestly carried out, and if

the West Indies were placed under the‘regulations recently adverted to with
respect to squatting, vagrancy, and apprenticeship, and the labour market of
the West Indies were supplied for a period of years by means of assistance from
the British Government, that-under suchcircumstances as those the British West
Indian Islands could recover from their presentdisastrous condition ?—I do not
think that it is possible to contemplate such a plan being honestly carried out by
Brazil..I do not think you would get capitalists in this country to furnish capital
to be adventured on sucha frail tenure asthe good faith of the Brazilian govern-
ment. in carrying out a project of emancipation. oO

6480. The question does not suppose any capital being invested by persons in
this country1—I am well acquainted with the fact, that the West Indians have
neither capital or credit at this presént moment. We certainly cannot go onwith
our cultivation if the Bill of 1846 remains in force. We are all of us incapacitated
from carrying on our cultivation by want of money, occasioned: by selling our
sugar under cost price, and Ithink that the plan which you propose assumes that
wecan carry on our plantations until a system of immigration, which I know very
well would take some time to mature, could be carried out.
6481. You think that the deficiency of capital in the West Indies would be
a sufficient objection to enabling the West Indies to meet such a competition ?—
Ithink it would. © a

6482. The want of capital arises, I apprehend, chiefly from the want of confi-
dence?—-No doubt of it. - ,

6483. Supposing confidence could be restored to the WestIndies, should you
then: fear a competition under the circumstances which I have mentioned ?—I
think not; but I understand you to mean that confidence was to be restored by
such a plan as that which you have mentioned.’ All the experience we have
assures us that the Brazilians, and Spaniards also, have acted with the greatest want
of good faith in all ‘their international arrangements respecting slavery, and there-
fore I donot think that any arrangement of that sort would restore confidence
in this country. a : Fe oe

- 6484. The question supposes that the arrangement should be honestly carried
out. Mr. Bandinel, you observe, proposespledges for the Brazilian government

- : carrying
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carrying out the engagements with fidelity. Can you suggest any measures by

which labour could be rendered more effective and the cost of producing sugar

cheaper-in the West Indies by other means than those to which we have

adverted 7—I have listened to the evidence of Mr. Macgregor, and I coincide very

fully in his observations upon that point. : ; :

6485. Do you concer generally in what Mr. Macgregor stated to the Com-

mittee 2—I do.
6486. Mr. AZ. Milnes.| What do you anticipate will be, so faras we can see,

the destiny of our West India colonies, supposing matters are allowed to go on

as they are ?—~ Most of them will cease to be sugar-producing colonies, and I think

that all the proprietors connected with them will be ruined ; -indeed. most of them

are already, butI think that the few who are not must ultimately succumb.

6487. Do you suppose that any larze portion of the colonies will be entirely

thrown outof cultivation There is no doubt of it. - Ls

6488. You think that if the land could not be engaged in sugar cultivationit

would not be transferred to some other object.?-—-It probably would be transferred

to the growing of yams, and plantains, and sweet potatoes, which the negroes.

would eat themselves; I do not think that.it would be applied to any higher use

than that. . -

6489. Earl of Lincoln.] Are any of the estates calculated for coffee cultivation?

—They are all, I think, calculated for the cultivation of coffee, but. there are other

countries where labour can be obtained more cheaply, and theretore the coffee

cultivation of the West Indies has almost entirely migrated to those countries -in

the east. eG :

6490. Mr. A. Milnes.] Have you knownany instances of the cultivationof

coffee being substituted tor that of sugar advantageously ?--No, I have not;

Iam not intimately acquainted with any of the colonies which grew coffee to any

extent since emancipation. oe fm -

6491. I suppose that a proprietor takes some time before he comes to the

resolution of absolutely abandoning the property ?—We have.a good deal of very

valuable machinery on our plaotations, many houses, and a large capital invested

in drainage, and therefore as Jong as there is a hope of better times; however

slight, we do not like to give up, and I think that that accounts. very much for the

sums which have been Jost by proprietors clinging on to unremunerative estates.

For a long time we clung on to the hope that immigration. would be freely cou-

ceded to us, and we certainly never anticipated that we should be called upon to
compete .on even terms with slave-grown produce. Le

6492. But.that state of things cannot last much longer ?—I think not. If you
will allow me, I will cite to you a case, which I tiink contrasts our condition with
that-of the Cutan planter more strongly than anything else which I can state.
Lord Harris, in a despatch, dated 21 February 1848, mentions that the average
work. of a labourer-in Trinidad is from four to five hours per day; he says that
the same man very rarely performs two of those tasks, and the books of the-estates
show that the average number of days that a labourer works is about. ro a month;
that would give, at about four or five hours a day, 45 hours in a month. Consul-
general Crawford, in a despatch, dated 21 February 1848, sent home in answer to
certain queries propounded by the Foreign Office, states that the negroes in Cuba
work 18 hoursa day, which would give about ten times the number of hours’ work
that the labourer performs in Trinidad. . Then the work which they get in Trini-
dad is not like the work which would be-elicited from a free labourer of this
country of a superior description, but it is rather worse. than the labour of the

slave, because ever since emancipation the creole negroes have been shielded
from competition, and therefore they have performed their .work -just: as they
pleased. I do not think that any ingenuity, or any enterprize, or any. machinery
would enable a man who can only get 45 hoursofirregular labour in a month
from a free negro to compete with a man who can get about 450 from each slave,
and can apply it with the utmost regularity. Ls . -

6493. Do you imagine that the principle of competition introduced into those
colonies, by meansof the immigration of any amount of labourers, would of itself
suffice to produce a sufficient quantity of work, without some strict regulations ‘to
enforce work from the labourers?—I think we- should. require regulations to
enforee continuous work ; that is to say, that they should not have it in their power
to grind our canes and refuse to boil them off, or to cut them and refuse to grind
them. 1 think we require protection in the same way as the captain ofa ship in
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this country is protected; if his vessel is loaded and the crew refuse to take her

out of port, he can enforce the contract which they have made with him to do so.

6494. Viscount Brackley.) 1n fact they ought to be made to sign articles, or

that sort of system ought to be adopted ?-—Exactly. .

6495. Mr. A. Milnes. The minimum of subsistence is so very easily pro-

cured, that it would be almost impossible to force the negroes to labour for the

necessaries of life without some other impulse than that of necessity ?—-I think it

would in most of our colonies.

6496. Does the principle of competition act sufficiently for this purpose in

Barbadoes ?—It does. .

6497. Viscount Brackley.] Do you think that the restrictions which have been

imposed upon free immigration have materially impeded the utility of such immi-

gration ?—I think they have. oo

6498. Mr. Df. Mitnes.] Have you, after having paid the attention which you

have to all the possibilities of free immigration into the West Indies, come to the

‘conclusion that by one means or another a sufficient supply of labour might be

introduced into those colonies to effect these purposes 7] really cannot answer

‘that question; the evidence from the coast of Africa is so very conflicting as to

the amount of labour that might be supplied therefrom. You have had witnesses

before you who can give you a much better answer upon that subject than I can,

officers who have been employed onthe coast.

- 6499. Viscount Brackley.| Do you think that any bad consequences would

arise frum the removal of the present restrictions upon immigration ?—I do not

think that those consequences would arise which I believe are anticipated by

some parties, that theWestIndian planters and the English proprietors interested

in the West Indies would generally wish to avail themselves of improper means.

I think they would generally, on the contrary, do all they could to prevent abuses;

but it is possible, that urless a vigilant watch were kept, there might be instances

of individual misconduct. .

6500. Mr. M. Milnes.] You heard Mr. Macgregor state that he considered

that the West Indian proprietors were at present absolutely incapable themselves

of conducting: this great scheme of immigration; do you agree with him t—

That is not an opinion, it is a fact; they have endeavoured to raise loans for immi-

gration, and there has been no tender upon the credit of the colonies, therefore

the bankruptcy of the colonies is an established fact.

6501. Then are we to understand that whatever facilities may be given to

immigration, however immigration may be rendered more easy by taking off

those restrictions which exist, nevertheless such is the state of the West India

proprietors, that they would be unable to avail themselves of those advantages ?—

i think there is no doubt that they would be unable to avail themselves of it if

they were exposed to the present prospect of competition on even terms.at no

very distant period with the sugar of ‘slave-importing countries. I am not

a bankrupt myself, but I certainly should not wish to expend capital with such

a prospect as that; 1 would svoner. abandon what capital 1 have invested in the

colonies, than invest any more.
- 6502. So that if something like the purchase of slaves on the coast of Africa,

for the purposes of West Indian labour, were permitted, even that would not be:

of any advantage?—I can only say for myself, that I would not engage in any

transaction of the sort. ce

6503. Chairman.] You would not purchase slaves on. the coast of Africa,if

the permission were given to you '—No. 7

6504. Mr. M. Milnes.] You do not think it would pay 7-——I have probably

other considerations than those of profit and loss, but I will only repeat: that: I

would not purchase slaves on the coast ofAfrica. I would rather endeavour to

make money by other means. : - :

6505. Chairman.] Have you ever considered what amount of protective duty

would be sufficient to enable the West Indies to withstand the competition under

present circumstances ?—I think that is a subject to which we have all given

our attention, as diligently as we could, and Ithink that we have come to the-con-

clusion, that the amount mentionedby the Committee, 10 s., would be the

minimum. The effects of the last six months have been so disastrous to us, that

I do not think the 10s. now would be so great a boon to us as 85. would have

been six months ago. I have already mentioned that in those six months,18

West Indian houses have failed, and our estates have fallen back very much.

-
6506: The
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6506. The estates have deteriorated ?1—The estates have deteriorated ; the yield

this yearwill,not be so great as it would have been because our cane cultivation

- has been neglected and is overgrown with weeds. I am speaking of the colony

with whichI am connected. We are still suffering from the strike; the culti-

vation is so disorganized that we shall not get the crop which we should have got;

even supposing that 108. protection is conceded to us, we shall not reap the

benefits which we should have done if it hadbeen given earlier.

6507. When you agreed upon 108. as the minimum duty under which you

think you can carry on the cultivation of sugar in the West Indies, you did not,

I presume, consider such a boon as we have spoken of, viz. the conveyance of

Africans to the West Indies by the State ?—No, excepting as regards the captured

Africans; we contemplated that they would be landed in the West India colonies

at the expense of England; we did not.anticipate that a great scheme of emigration

would be conducted entirely at the expense of this country, but we expected, that

every facility. would be afforded to us both in the way of immigration, retrench-

ment, and the removal of all vexatious restrictions of every kind.

6508. No very large assistance in the way of labourers would be obtained from

that source Latterly there have been a good many landed at Sierra Leone, and

apprenticed to other negroes in that colony. .
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6509. Chairman.] ON a former occasion when you were examined, you UM. J. Higgins,

stated that parties connected with West Indian property had been of opinion
that 10s. would be a proper amount of differential duty for this country to
establish on the introduction of slave and free-grown sugar ?—I have had many
conversations with the parties who I thought were best able to form an

accurate judgment on that point, and I think that was the resolution to which
they came, and in which I coincide.

6510. Did those gentlemen contemplate this differential duty in its relation
to the West Indies only, or in its relation to all the countries from which free
grown sugar could be imported?—The only information which I can give
you on that point is in connexion with the West Indies. - a

6511. As a West Indian proprietor, are you afraid to meetthe competition
of the East Indies under equal circumstances ?—Not if immigration is freely
conceded to us. I think that we are quite able to meet the competition of
British India, and I imagine that the cultivation of the Mauritius cannot be
extended much more than has already been done. en

6512. You think that if you were equally favourably placed as the East
Indies in regard to labour, you would be able to continue the cultivationof
sugar in the West Indies with probable advantage ?—I think there is no doubt
that the soil and.climate of the West Indies are more favourable to the cultiva-
Hon of cane than those of British India, judging from the evidence which has

een given before the Sugar and Coffee-planting Committee on the subject. —
6513. You would also have some advantagein the proximity of the West

Indies ?—Yes, for sending home the sugar, and also for sending out supplies
and machinery. The expense which some of the East Indian sugar growing |
countries are obliged to incur in the inland transport, that is to say the river
transport, is enormous.
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6514. In contemplating the immigration of labour from the coast of Africa,

do you think that.such immigration can be fairly and candidly represented as a

continuance of the slave trade under any form. or guise whatever ?—I do not

think that any honest man of average intellect, who has a practical acquaint-

ance with the circumstances of the case, would for one moment maintain such

a supposition. - oo

6515. What do you consider to be the evidences of slavery; is not a slave

the chattel of his master, a saleable commodity, disposable at his will ?-—He is.

6516. Would that apply to the condition of a labourer under the contract

system r--I cannot conceive. that there would be the most remote chance of:

any permanent abuses taking place in our West Indian colonies on that score.

In the present day the communication with England is so rapid, and the class

of men who fill the offices of governors in the various colonies is so good, that

I cannot imagine such an abuse existing for the most conceivably short space

of time in any of our colonies, without its being exposed and punished.

6517. Do you think that it would be a fair description of an African labourer

introduced into the West Indies under the contract system that he wasaslave:

—Most certainly not, I imagine that the abuses which are chiefly feared are

those which might occur on the African coast.

6518. You would feel no hesitation at all in saying that such a description,

which many very well meaning men have given of such a system of labour sup-

plied from Africa, is altogether a groundless one ?—I think that any one who ~

is acquainted, for instance, with Lord Harris, the Governor of Trinidad, and

reads his despatches, must be quite convinced that nothing approaching slavery

could exist in any country of which he was the governor.

6519. No man toils very hard from the love of toil?:—In no country that I

am acquainted with.
6520. He must have some stimulus >—Certainly; no man in any class of

life that I know works by the labour of his hands, unless he has. either the

stimulus of natural or acquired wants, or the stimulus of the lash.

6521. If thelabourer ofthe West Indies were to toil as hard-as the agrical-

tural labourer in England, would it be sufficient for the purposes of the cultiva-

tion of sugar ?—Quite sufficient.

6522. Mr. Barkly.] Is it not the fact that the natives of Africa suffer con-

siderably from cold, even in Demerara ?—On days when we are suffering from

the heat, particularly in wet weather, they seem to suffer from the cold. You

see them muffled up in watchmen’s coats, which no white man would think

of wearing. _ . oo

6523. Is it not the fact that they scarcely ever sleep without havinga,fire

in their room ?—I cannot speak to that. I have svarcely ever seen their

houses. at night. ;

6524. Chairman.| What would the heat be when those Africans used the

covering of a coat'—When I was in the colony I kept a register of the tempe-

rature, and at night it sometimes went down as low as 76, butI think not

lower.
6525. Mr. Barkly.] Have you ever seen any of the newly imported immi-

grants.at work in the fields when a shower of rain has come on?—No.

6526. You cannot speak as to the effect which the rain has in making then

shiver and suffer from cold :—No, I have never seen any of them atwork.

6527. Chairman.] I believe the proprietors in Demerara and Guiaha gene-

rally have suffered from conflagration ?—The despatches of Governor’ Light

give very ample details on that subject. Up to the 14th of February there

have been six fires, which he pronounces, in a private despatch to. Lord Grey,

which has since been. published, to have been decidedly the acts of incéndi-

aries, and not accidental. ce, a

6528. What parties are supposed to have been the authors of them?-—

My impression is that they have been’ the acts of parties who have been dis-

satisfied with the reduced. wages offered to them. When those fires have taken

place they haye probably been the acts of one or two persons. . 1 should wish

it to. be recorded that I am: by no means anxious to impress the’ Committee

with the idea that the negroes are an ill-disposed people, for I do ‘not think

they are; I think that, under the circumstances inwhich they have been placed

throughout, they ‘have behaved ‘as ‘well'as:any population could have ‘been: ex-

pected to behave.
6529. They
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6529. They are not worse, probably, than the labouring population of Eng-

land ?—Certainly not; the same thing occurred during the Swing riots. Some
few evil-disposed persons set farms on fire, and many well-disposed persons

assisted in putting them out. oo oe ce a

6530. Of the same class ?—Yes.
6531. Should you apprehend any renewal of those acts of incendiarism from

the introduction of free labourers from Africa?—I think not. I do not think
the Creoles have ever shown any disposition to resent the introduction of

immigrants on the estates. oo
6532. Would the enactment of such laws as we were speaking of on Tuesday

last, laws for the prevention of squatting and vagrancy, have any tendency, in
your opinion, to promote such acts of outrage:—I think so. I think they
would be resisted at first. : mo . os Se

6533. Resisted in that form ?—That is the most obvious:mode of revenge in
tropical countries, because everything is so combustible and dry that there is the
less chance of being found out, in retaliating upon anybody whe has offended
you by acts of incendiarism, than by any other mode ofrevenge. -*

6534. Still, contemplating such an evil, it does not deter you from recom-
mending the system of African emigration —In one case there is indeed a
chance that. our property may be destroyed, but in the other case I consider
it is a certainty ; therefore I prefer taking the chance. Sr

6535. Mr. Barkly.| Did you ever know any case in which punishment or.
detection followed those incendiary fires ?—When I was in the‘colony in 1838
I recollect the case of a woman being detected in setting fire to some fields of
cane, by which she did considerable damage. I attendedher‘trial before the
stipendiary magistrate; she was convicted and fined 10 dollars; but there
appeared to be no means of levying the 10 dollars. The stipendiary magistrate
told the clerk of the estate upon which the crime was committed, to deduct
them from her wages ; the woman had no wages owing to her, and- would. not
work any more, therefore up to the present day that offence remains unpunished..
But when I came home to England I saw in a Blue Book a return of the
punishments inflicted upon negroes in Guiana, and I saw this very woman’s
case, that she had been fined 10 dollars for setting fire to a cane piece, but
there was no memorandum that that punishment had never been inflicted.

6536. Do you consider the inflicting of afineof 10 dollars a commensurate
punishment for such an offence ?—It. certainly is very different from what would
be the result in England upon persons committing a similar crime, a

6537. The effect of setting fire to a piece of cane in so hot and dry a climate
as that of British Guiana might be to destroy property worth many thousand

_ pounds ?—-Most certainly. oe Oo ,
6538. Do not you suppose that if the laws. were administered in British

Guiana with ordinary stringency such offences as incendiarism might very
easily be repressed among a population who are generally very well disposed :
—I think they might. 7

6539. Mr. Simeon.] Is there anything in the circumstances of the West
Indian colonies which would render it difficult.or inexpedient to assimilate the
law there to that in England, which would provide a period of imprisonment in
a case such as youhave mentioned for non-payment of the fine ?—I think ‘not.
At the time the negroes were emancipated there was a morbidly sensitive feeling
on their behalf in this country. Ihave been told privately by many magistrates
that they had instructions from the Governor to lean tuwards the negroes at
first, and having done that once it is very difficult to regain the ground which
they have lost. I. think that if the negroes had not been a remarkably well
disposed class of people there would have been ground to anticipate more
grievous results than have occurred. So SC :
_ 6540. Mr. Barkly.|] With respect to the condition of free immigrants work-
ing under contract in the British West Indies, it would not be possible, I

suppose, for the planterstopass any laws which could in any way trench upon
their liberty further than the. engagements under which they had voluntarily
come to work permitted them ?—It certainly could not be done without its
being known in this country that it was done. Po ote
. 6541. Those laws must ‘receive the consent of the Queen before they would
In fact become such laws.as the magistrates could be called upon to put in
execution ?>—Most undoubtedly. Sn BO ne
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6542. And with regard, to any illegal attempts that might. be made by the

planters to coerce the labourers and treat them as if they were in point of fact

slaves, the white. inhabitants of those. colonies. being a very small minority

indeed. of the population, do you consider that it would be safe for them to

attempt to exert any such illegal authority over their labourers ?—I think not;

and I think moreover, as I have said. before, that such vigilant and upright men

as the governors of our islands now are would prevent such an attempt almost

from being made.
6543. Is it not the fact that the employers of labour are much more at the

mercy of their labourers in the West Indies at the present moment than the

labourers at the mercy of their employers ?—I think that the despatches which

havearrivedfrom Governor Light show that to be the case.

6544. Chairman.) Has the information brought lately from the West Indies

thrown any more light upon that subject 7—We have not got the official infor-

mation from the Colonial Office; the private information merely tells us what

we fully anticipated, that matters are getting worse every day.

6545. Worse, in what respect 2—That. property is getting into a worse con-

dition; that the negroes, according to Goyernor Light, are not working.

‘Governor Light mentions indeed, in -his address to the Court, that he believes

some few have partially resumed work, but that is very indignantly denied by

all the members of the Court, who state that such is not the case, and they

give the details; they actually state the number ofthose at work and those not.

6546. The strike does not extend to the Coolies, or to the Portuguese

labourers >—No; nor I believe to the recently imported Africans. It is entirely

with the Creole negroes, except in some cases where they have done their best

to intimidate the better disposed new comers. os

6547. Mr. Gladstone.| In some colonies has not there been a reduction in.

wages?—In Antigua and Barbadoes there has been undoubtedly a considerable

reduction in the wages. Lord Harris, in one of his despatches, says that they

are partially reduced in Trinidad, but I cannot fully realize that.

6548. Mr. Barkly.] In fully-peopled colonies there has been little difficulty

in lowering the wages in proportion to the fall in the price of produce ? — Just

so; 1 am informed that that is the case in St. Kitt’s.

6549. Chairman.] Is there anything like an uniform rate of wages in thos

colonies ?—I think so. There is great difficulty in ascertaining that, because

one man will payalittle more wages, but then he will not give the labourers

their houses free.
6550. Nor their provision grounds?—Nor their provision grounds. Another

man will probably give them some food when they are employed about the

works, which will make a difference; therefore you cannot estimate it exactly.

6551. You cannot estimate it in money wages 7—No. ,

6552. Have you any acquaintance with the island of Jamaica ?—Very little.

6553. Do you. know whether the recently imported Africans in that island

have conducted themselves pretty satisfactorily /—I have generally heard that

they have.

6554. Mr. Barkly.| With regard to the mortality of immigrants upon their

passage to. the West Indies, it has been stated that that mortality has been

very great, especially in the case of the first voyage of the “Growler ;” do

you think that. it is quite fair to put all that mortality to the account of the

simple transport of the people from Africa, taking into consideration that those

people had a few days before been taken out of the hold of a slaver, where

_ they had undergone very great sufferings, and that many of them were not in

a state of good health at the time of their embarkation 41—I think the proba-

bility is that the mortality would have been nearly as great if theyhad

remained in the slave yard at Sierra Leone.

6555. Have not you frequently heard it stated that the mortality among

people who have been captured and landed at Sierra Leone or at other places

where there have been commission courts has been quite as great as among

those who embarked on board the “ Growler” ?—I think nearly all the evidence

which has been taken by this Committee, and likewise by the Committee. on

Sugar and Coffee Planting, speaks on that point, that the mortality is very

great after the slavers are captured by our cruisers; and Mr. Cliffe, a gentleman

who gave evidence before the Committee on Sugar. and Coffee Planting, anne
that
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gat he-has seen numbers die in Brazil.merely from having access to as much

water as they could drink after landing.
.

- 6556. Then it is not a fair test to take the mortality which has occurred

among those eaptured Africans ?—I1 do not think it is; and I have also reason

to believe that the “ Growler” was not properly fitted up, and that.the immi-

rants were killed by the well meaning ignorance of those who arranged the

details of the experiment in England; each negro had a separate berth, which

deprived them of fresh air to such an extent that they suffered excessively

rom it.
-

A 6557. Mr. E. Denison.| You have expressed the opinion that the fleet: upon

the coast of Africa, as at present conducted, is of very little use ?—I think that

as long as the profit of sugar cultivation in Cuba and Brazil affords a greater

chance of gain to speculators than: there is chance of loss to the importers of

negroes from our squadron, of course our fleetis of very. little use, because the

certainty of gain from sugar cultivation is so much greater than thechance

of loss from capture. ; oo -_ -

6458. Ifa differential duty in favour of the West Indies were to be granted,

should you be of opinion, speaking as a West Indian proprietor, that it would

be of little importance during the time that such differential duty was granted, if

it should be for a time, that the fleet on the coast of Africa should be removed,

or do you think that it would be of importance to. the West Indians that‘a fleet

on the coast should be continued during the time that the differential duty in

favour of the West Indies was allowed ?-—I think it would be necessary to

maintain the fleet on the coast of Africa until sufficient arrangements had been

made for supplying our West Indian Colonies with regular immigration. If

we had a fair stream of immigration setting in to our colonies, 1 then think that

the fleet might be removed from the coast of Africa; but with the demand for

labour which we have, if the fleet were removed and we were merely promised; as

in 1846, immigration without any plans being matured for setting the tide: of

immigration going, | do not think then that we could compete:with: Cuba and

Brazil ; the slave-importing countries would get their slavescheaperin.conse-

quence of the absence of our cruisers. :

6559. Then you think that the fleet upon the coast, to a certain extent; raiges

the price of the slave at present 1—There is no doubt that it enhances the price

ofthe slave; I think that is the only operation whichit has; therefore when

the price of the slave was high and. the price of sugar low in Brazil, as it was

before the Act of 1846, of course the’ slave trade diminished, and. sugar. eul-

tivation languished ;, since then, the price of sugar haying nearly. doubled there,

the slave trade has doubled._ Po

: 6560, What sort of system do you speak of as likely to furnish the stream .

offree immigration which you mention :—To ‘tell the truth. I cannot give any

evidence upon that point, which is worth having, but I merely object..to. our

‘being promisedimmigration. without any conclusive information, having been

acquired whether we can get it or not, or where we are to get it.froms.it is

very clear that that information was not in the possession of the ColanialOffice

in 1846, because one or two schemes have beentried which have proved abor-

tive; the “Growler ” case is the most prominent example I.can think of. .

6561. Supposing that any system of obtainingfree emigrants on ‘the coast: of

Africa were to be put inito operation, and that it should: turn out not to be

successful up to the point which was. expected, you think then that,it would

be necessary or desirable at least tokeep the fleet on the coast ‘ofAfrica:until

some means of supplying free labourersin. sufficient number's was obtained?—

I think so.- In the circumstances under which we areatpresent ‘placed, if the

Act. of 1846 is to stand, the best thing to-do would be to withdraw the fleet

altogether, for we are actually ruined. As many slaves as. the Brazilians

require go to Brazil; therefore the fleet effects no good object at all at‘the

present moment. . a

* 6562. Then I collectit to be your opinion that if the law remains as: it is,

the case of the West Indian proprietors you consider desperate, and therefore

you would object to an expenditure upon the coast of Africa which, in your

opinion, is useless ?—That is myopinion. : oe os:

6563. But if a system of obtaining free labour were put im operation, then

you would think that some fleet to suppress the slave trade would be desirable,

in conjunction with that effort of free labour ?—For a time I think so, antil it
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had been ascertained whether the scheme of immigration was practicable.or

not. 7

6564. Mr. Gladstone.] Are you aware that the price of slaves has diminished

very materially of late years in Brazil r—I understand that it has diminished

from 601. to 452. ,

6565. In what period }—In the last two years.

6566. Assuming that to be the case, would you still hold the opinion that

the price of the slave is materially enhanced in Brazil by the efforts of our

squadron ?—I should imagine that there could be no doubt of it from the

losses which the slave importers sustain. I presumethat if they were not

interfered with, and there were no chance of capture, they could import the

article morecheaply than if they were hunted about the coast as they are by

our cruisers. . ” —

6567. Do you not conceive that in some respects the existence of the

squadron ‘has driven the slave traders to adopt more economical modes ‘of

transport ?—I think it has driven them to adopt more desperate modes; but I

doubt very much whether those are really more economical. They employ

worse vessels; they pack the slaves very tightly; if they have a good voyage

and escape the cruisers they make a good deal of money; if they have foul

winds or are hunted by the cruisers it is otherwise: so that I should doubt

its being actually more economical. _

6568. I did not mean to ask you for a positive conclusion to that effect, but

whether it does not appear to you, that, upon the whole, it may leave it rather

doubtful whether the mode of transit is really rendered more expensive by the

existence of the squadron ?—I confess myself I have no doubt that it is ren-

Gered more expensive. ,

i569. Adverting to the per-centage of captures, are you aware what that per-

centage is stated to be?—I have heard it variously stated; Ihave heard it

stated from eight to 20 per cent.

6570. Assuming, as in point of fact has appeared to us, that the rate of

capture is under four per cent., you would not look at it as adding very materi-

tially to the price of slaves in Brazil?--No, certainly not. But you must

recollect that the insurance of slaves must be far more than four per cent.

We capture. many empty slavers for one full one; many are driven ashore and

destroyed. The wages paid to seamen in that desperate service are very high,

and speculators at Rio and the Havannah suffer greatly frora the disreputable

characters to whom they entrust. their slave-dealing adventures. The vessels

alone are insured; not the negroes. Then the slaves are often landed ina

dying state; many do die; and the others are either sold at a low price, or are

nursed into good condition by the slave dealers at a great expense. £.45 is

the price ofa young, sound, docile male negro, in high condition. All these

yarious causes may explain how it comes to pass that a slave costing 5/. on the

African coast will fetch 45 2. in Brazil, and 800. in Cuoa. Bo

6571. You would, perhaps, think that at all events it is possible that, in. cer-

taininstances, the mode of transit may be more economical in consequence of

the forcible means of suppression ?—I should think that the modein which ‘it.

added to the cost of slaves would be by the numbers which died on the pas-

sage, from the manner in which they pack them, and the insufficient way in

 

 

which they provide for them.
- 6572. And also in some cases from the length of the voyage ?~- I think if you

were to import cattle from Hamburgh under the same circumstances you would
not find that they came over to this country more economically, in conse-

quence of their being hunted up and down the channel and stowed so that
half of them died when they arrived in England.

6573. Supposing that such a policy were adopted, may it not be assumed that

you could apply rather more effective measures against the importation of

cattle from Hamburgh than of. slaves across the Atlantic ?—Decidedly; but
do not think that it would cheapen the cost in this country. oe

6574. Butdo not you think we should get more thanfour per cent. ?——Yes.
6575. Have you made up your mind to this, that the price of the slave is

so materially enhanced by the action of the squadron as that that great en-
hancement of price becomes a considerable element in the productionof Bra-
zilian sugar ?—I do not think it does. o

6576. Do
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6576. Do. you think that it.is an appreciable element in the production of M. J. Higgins,
Esq.

sugar ?—I do not think it is.

6577. Mr. E. Denison. Do you doubt that, if the trade in slaves were left

perfectly free, and.subject to no interruptions, slaves would be taken more

cheaply to the Brazils than they are taken. now?—I_ believe they would be

taken more cheaply than they now are, butI do not believe they would be a

eat deal cheaper; I donot believe that it would make such a difference as

probably may have been anticipated.
-

” 6578. What do you. conceive to be thepriceof a slave upon the coast of

Africa ?-—I really cannot. say ;_ I see it variously stated in. various persons’

evidence; some say it is 10s., some 4l. or 54.3; it must depend upon circum-

stances. - a

6579. Do.you imagine the price to vary from 10s. to 51. ?—So [read in

the evidence. ‘Indeed it is stated that when, by the presence of our cruisers,

the dealers have been prevented from shipping them, having no food on shore,

they have knocked out the brains of hundreds on thebeach. ce

6580. There would only have to be added to the price on thecoast the cost

of the transport >And the other items I have enumerated in my answer 6569.

6581. Could that make up a total sum ofanything like 457, in your

opinion ?@—I think itmight, considering the nature of the speculation. os

6382. Then under a perfectly free and. uninterrupted ‘trade, if the. price of

a slave were 5/..on the coast of Africa, what do you imagine that he couldbe

landed’for on the coast of Brazil >—I really am quite unacquainted with the

details of that trade; I would-rather not give any evidence upon it. I think -

the difference between the price of -slaves in Africa and in Brazil is explained

by the mortality to’ which they are subjected on board the slavers, by being

hunted about the coast by our cruisers, and by the other facts I have stated.

They must enhance the value very much; Ido not think you ean judge of the ©

enhancement of the value by the mere fact of capture, but I think that you must

judge of it by the mortality occasioned by the presence of our squadron.

6583: In the ease which I have put, that-hunting about the coast-would no

longer bean element in the charge 2— No, certainly not. ne

6584. Mr.Gladstone.} But do you think ‘that they would pack 500 slaves”

in a vessel of120 tons?—I do not think they would, and thereforethe morta-

lity would bemuch less; they would not buy the 500 slaves: Theyalwaysbuy:

now, not only the number which they want to import, but a certain number.to

throw overboard during the passage. . oo

6585. Sit R. H. Inglis.) You hardly mean that they buy slaves for the pur-

pose of throwing them overboard ‘—For the purpose of replacing those who

die and are thrown overboard ; they calculate on a certain: number of deaths

during ‘the passage, and they buy more than they know they shall land in

Brazil to promote to death vacancies. re oe

6586. Mr. Gladstone.} But still, the form and character of the vessel being

determined mainly by a reference to the character of the voyage to be per-

formed and to ‘escaping the cruisers, do not you. think, with respect tothe

niimber stowed on board, that they stow that number out of. which, even after

allowing for themortality, they shall get the greatest profit,and thereforethat.

the extréme crowding is, upon the whole, profitable, even after deduction for

thé mortality,‘as compared with what ano ther system of stowage would be

which should allow the slaves sufficient air, and light, and motion ?—I cannot

conceive itmyself. - 7 ao a

_ 6587.. Chairman.) Under the present system, disturbed as it is bythe opera~

tion.of thesuppressing squadron, that system is conductedwithaview. to the

greatestamount of profit on the part of those who engage in it?——No doubt

of it.
.

6588. Mr. E. Denison.] If that were, the system, and the motive: for the

system, wouldnot itassume that the article’on the coastwas‘a very cheap,and

almost worthless article ?—Itwould, no doubt. a ol

_ 6589. Mr.-Simeon.], Are you aware of any combinationsfor the purpose of

insurance, having taken. place among the stave importers in.Brazil>—Isee in

one of the latest despatches, which is published inthe FirstReport of this Com,

mittee, that.one of our consuls. in the Brazils. states, that the insurance com-
panies have arranged that people shall invest very small sums of money in those

| 0653.
companies,
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companies, so as to allow the lower classes to take an interest in the impoita.

tion of slaves. , ;
fi590. Therefore, increasing the number of sources from which the capital

embarked in the trade flows, the effect would be the same as a more economical

mode of conveyance, would it not, practically ?-—-No, I do not see that ; it would

be like making the tickets in a lottery smaller; it would give to the poorer

classes an opportunity of investing their capital in that trade which they would

not otherwise have had.
6591. It would spread the loss as it were more thinly over a larger section of

the community ;— It would.
6592: And thus lessen the individual loss to the persons who would be other-

wise solely embarked in it -—I fancy that both in Cuba and Brazil, slavers have

always been held in shares; that few people have been possessed of one entire

slaver, but that they may have been possessed of eight eighths of various slavers.

6593. ‘That system has now reached a greater amount of development ?—

So it is stated by Lord Howden in a letter to Viscount Palmerston, dated
9 February 1848. a,

6594. Chairman.| I think you recommended that the suppressive squadron

should be maintained for a short time on the coast of Africa with a view to

facilitating the immigration of labourers into the West Indies ?—I did..
6595. Do not you think that the preventive operations of the squadron cause

considerable cruelties: to the imported Africans:—There is no doubt of that.

6596. And such cruelties I presume must exist, to some extent, so long as

the preventive squadron is stationed on the coast of Africa ?—They must.
6597. Would not you then feel some difficulty in recommending that a sys-

tem which involves such shocking cruelties should be maintained to facilitate

the importation of labour into the West Indies?—In my evidence upon this

subject:I have endeavoured, as much as possible, to divest myself of all consi-

derations of humanity, becauseJknow that it is not generally allowed that-West

Indians can be actuated by the motives which more or less influence tlie rest

of the human-race..

6598. Colonel Thompson.) If the price of a slave in Brazil or Cuba is 80%,

his cost. on the coast of Africa 44, and his keep during the voyage 6/., which

makes 10.4. expended on him, is it not:-the interest of the slave captain to put

eight more slaves on board, so long as he can calculate. upon two out ofthe

eight coming to the end of the voyage ?—Of course it is a matter of figures ; it

isa rule of three sum.
6599. It is his interest:—I presume it is; it comes to a mere matter of

 

figures.
_. 6600. As.a matter of figures is it so or not, that, under those circumstances,

it-is his interest to continue adding eight more to the number which -he takes

from the coast of Africa, so long as he can calculate upon only six of them
dying ?—That is perfectly clear. .

6601. Chairman.] It has been stated occasionally that one cause of the pre-
‘sent depression under which theWest Indian interest is suffering is found in

theirignorantly antiquated modes of. cultivating their estates and ‘producing
sugar ‘—-I think that agriculture in the West Indies, and I believe in most of

our colonies; has: not attained generally the advanced state that it has in

many parts of this country, but we have made very great progress’ within

the last few years; I think the only obstacle to that progress has been the warit
of labour and the want of capital. So far'as my experience goes I think
we are in quite as advanced a state. as Cuba; I paid particular attention to
that subject. when I was in Cuba, and I cannot: see that-either in. their modes
of manufactureorcultivation they have the advantage of us in any respect.

The report. from Consul Lindigren,which has been sent over at the request of
the Colonial. Office, respecting the cultivation and manufacture inPorto Rico,
states that they are by no means so forward as they now are in the British
colonies; which we. may infer from the fact that they are only now adopting
steam power, which has been in. use in our colonies for the jast 25 years. =~

6602. Has not some difficulty been thrown in the way of the manufacture

of sugar in theWest Indies by the sugar laws of this country ?-On -aecount
of the arrangement of the duties it has been our interest to import brown

sugar, not to clay it; the duty on clayed sugar is the high duty.
6603. Mr. Gladstone.] Latterly do you consider that that has been your —

interest,
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interest, since the classification was introduced ?>—Up to the last two years I

think it has been so.
.

6604. The classification was introduced in 1845 '—Exactly; I think that

rior to 1845 it was so.
a

6605. Chairman.] Have you any further observation to make to the Com-

mittee with the view of giving them information upon this subject ?——I have

not.
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Henry Barkly, Esq. a Member of the Committee ; Examined.

6606. Chairman.] YOU are, I believe, connected by property with the West

Indies ?—I am the proprietor of two sugar estates in the county of Berbice, im

British Guiana. ee co

6607. Have you ever visited the West Indies yourself?—I have on two occa-

sions visited the West Indies. . Immediately after the abrogation of the appren-

ticeship in 1838, I thought that it was expedient for me to visit theWest Indies,

with which I was much more largelyconnected at that time, being then a West

Indian merchant, and possessing property in five or six islands besides British

Guiana. I went out.in September 1838, and I did not return to this country

till June 1840. I was upwards of a yearand a half resident in the West Indies;
in Jamaica I think nearly half the time, and in Demerara, Trinidad, St. Vincent,

Grenada, and Barbadoes, for various periods at.different times during my ab-

sence from this country. I returned home by Cuba and the United States. I
have also recently visited the colony of British Guiana. I went out inNovember

last, and returned in the month of February. - -
6608. To what part of the West Indies did you go on the last occasion ?—On

that occasion I was only in Berbice and Demerara. Although Ipassed by the
islands, and stopped a few hours at some of them, still I had no opportunity
e seeing much of the state of things in any of the other colonies except British
juiana. ms, oe
(609. In what condition did you find British Guiana in respect to cultivation

at the time of your last visit ?—As far as cultivation was concerned, it wasina

more flourishing condition than it-had been when I was there before ; the culti-
vation was in first-rate order, and the crop that had just been taken off the
ground was the largest made since emancipation. Sl oe,

6610. The high state of cultivation which you describe would-seem to lead to
the inference that there had been no deficiency in labour in British Guiana ?—
I say. that there was a higher state of cultivation than the colony was in when:I
was there in 1838 and 1839, but I think that there was room for a great exten-
sion of cultivation if more labour had been afforded to the planters. They had,
however, improved.their cultivation a good deal, partly owing. to the dry season
in the previous. year, which would give them time to attend to their canes, and.

partly also owing to the importation of a considerable number ofimmigrants.
6611. The labour market, then, of Guiana had improved considerably as com-

pared with the year 1840 ?—It was more easy, certainly, to get labour, although
the nominal rate of wagesIbelieve was the same at both periods, me

6712. There was a greater facility in obtaining the labour which was neces-
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sary for the cultivation of West Indian property?—It was so. At the same
time I ought to mention, in explanation of that fact, that in Berbice in 1838
and 1889 a great part of the cultivation consisted of coffee cultivation: when
I was out there at the end of last year I found that every coffee estate in Berbice,
without one single exception, had been abandoned; 43 coffee estates had been
abandoned since I was there before, and the labourers on those estates had been
likewise taken to work on the sugar estates.

6613. Does not the cultivation of an equal area of ground for sugar require
a greater amount of labour than for coffee ?—I think it would require a greater
amount of continuous labour, although during slavery I think the coffee estates
had in proportion to their area quite as large a gang of people as the sugar
estates.

6614. Still you are of opinion that the amount of labour supplied in British
Guiana was not sufficient for the demands of the proprietors:—The supply was
still very uncertain, and the price at which labour could be obtained was cer-
tainly much higher than the reduced value of produce made it advisable for
the planters to give.

6615. To what circumstance did you attribute the uncertainty of which you
speak ?—Generally speaking, | think to the independent condition in which the
labourers were placed: many of them having acquired land for themselves, and
living in their own houses, at a distance from the estates, they worked or not, |
as it suited them; if they had any object in view, anything that they wished to
purchiase, or anything of that kind, they would work for a week at a time, and
then cease, having received their wages.

6616. Had any considerable number of Africans been introduced into the
colony between the periods of 1840 and 1847 ?—I think, consideringthe length
of that period and the wants of the planters, that the number introduced can
hardly be called considerable ; theexact amount has been laid before Parliament;
I think as many as 2,000 or 3,000 African labourers have been introduced into
Berbice during that period.

6617. Do you know from what part of Africa they have been principally de-
rived ?—They have: been derived in various ways; in the first place some of
them were emigrants from Sierra Leone, some consisting of liberated Africans
from the yard there, others of those who had been settled sonie time in the
colony; then again, there were some who were brought direct from Rio, having
been liberated on the coast of Brazil by the Mixed Commission at Rio, and sent
direct to British Guiana; others came from St. Helena, where they had been
liberated in the same manner, and a small proportion, to the amount of 200 or
300 I think, came from the Kroo Coast. | ,

6918. Direct from the Krou Coast?—Some of them threagh Sierra Leone, but
in one instance, direct from the Kroo Coast. ©

6619. Had any number arrived direct from the Kroo Coast ?—Last year, in
the month of June, I think 108 Kroomen arrived from the Kroo Coast direct, in
a ship called the “ Prince Regent;” but that was a transaction which took
place without the permission of the Home Government, and therefore could not
be repeated. ‘The particulars are contained in a letter which was sent to Lord
Grey, and I have his Lordship’s answer acknowledging the receipt of that com-
munication, and hoping that a recurrence of such a measure would not be again
-resorted to.

6620. On what grounds did Lord Grey object to the repetition of such a
measure ?—I think he considered that all emigration from the Kroo Coast, in the
present state of our relations with foreign powers as to the slave trade, ought
to be conducted under the supervision of Government, and the West Indian
body have always been quite willing that it should be so. -The circumstances
connected with this attempt of the “ Prince Regent” were, that the captain
had been to St. Helena to get emigrants, had been disappointed in getting any
there, and he made a short trip to the Kroo Coast, where he found that they were
quite ready to embark. He was overhauled and examined by one of Her Ma-
jesty’s vessels on the station, and they found that the peoplé were going of their
own accord, and therefore did not stop them. He went to Berbice and landed
these people ; some of them got placed upon an estate belonging to me.

6621. Then the objection of the British Government was rather on account
of the jealousy which such a transaction might inspire among foreign nations,
than.an objection taken on the ground that this was carrying on the slave trade

under
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under another name ?~ I think that that could have been the only objection’

‘beeause there was no doubt that. the people went of their free accord, and: that

they had been inspected by one of the cruisers on the coast. |

6622. Can you give the Committee any information with respect to the actual

condition and feeling of the immigrants when they arrived in the West Indies;

the condition and feeling of those Africansofwhom we have spoken ?—~I think

their fecling, as far as I could. ascertain it (and [ was very anxious to ascertain

what it-was), was that of extreme satisfaction with the change of their condition.

6623. Do you give that answer. in relation to the liberated Africans ortothe

~ Kyoomen, or do. you applyit to both parties ?—-I apply it to both parties; I

had ample opportunities of ascertaining the feelings ofboth parties, as immi-

stants had been on my estate for some time before my arrival.

" 6624. Did youtake any pains to-acquire satisfactory informationwith respect

to their feelings ?—I took all the pains that I éould, and I conversed with them

as far as ‘the imperfect knowledge which they had of the English language

would permit me. With the-Kroomen-I had agood. deal of intercourse, be+

cause | found that some of them could speak English. perfectly. mo.

6625. Didyou find that there was a general expressionof satisfaction at their

change of condition ?—They never seemed to consider that..there could be any

question as to the great benefits which they were enjoying. from the change;

all their anxiety: was that their countrymen should be enabled to participate ia

those benefits. , a o

6626. Did you find that feeling general amongst those people !—I think-it

was, decidedly ; and I had an opportunity of seeing that feeling evinced. under

very unfavourable circumstances for its display; it was at the time whenI

attempted to reduce the wages on my estate, and especially to reduce the wages

of those immigrants; that was a time when, if at any time, theywould have

expressed. dissatisfaction and a wish to be- taken backtoAfrica.. So far from

that being the case, when some oftheAfrican youths,who seemed. rather hot

headed, threatened that they would. sit down and do no work if: the rate of

wages was to be lowered, I said, “ Very well, then I shall apply to the governor

for permission to send you back to Africa;” that threat had the immediate

effect of making them turn out to.work at the reduced rate of wages;and

they and the Kroomen have been the only people almost who have performed.

the. work of the estate during the last.four or five months. |.

6627. What reduction did you propose to make in the rate of their wages ?-—

I proposed to reduce the rate per task, which during the apprenticeship was per-

formed in 74 hours, from:1s. 4d., which is a Dutch guilder, to 1 s.;.it was a re-

duction of about 20 percent. co Lo

6628. And they universally submitted to that reduction ofwages rather than

encounter the alternative of being sent back to. Africa ?—That threat had: cer-

tainly some effect.in making them.take it, but I do not think that, there. would

have been any difficulty in their coming into it without, althoughgreat influence.

was.used by the Creole population to. prevent their accepting the lower rate of.

wages, . a — a ae

6629. You had no doubt at all that the prevailing feeling amongst those Afri-

can immigrants was that they had received a great boon: by being placed.inthe

West Indies?—None: I had the mostdistinct, declarations on thatsubjectfrom

the most intelligent of them. The head man of the Kroomen, whose namewas

‘Tom Freeman as I think he calledhimself, assured me. that if ships wereallowed

to pass freely backwards and forwards between the West. Indies and theKroo

Coast, as.many people would come from the Kroo Coast as wouldcutallthe

canes in the colony. .

6630. Sir.R. H. Inglis.| Will you have the goodness tostate to theCom:

 

mittee whether you formed, or whetheryou. know. that others formed; any. eal-.

culationas to thenumber of persons so required for such duty ?—It would be

rather difficult to form a correct estimate, bnt it certainly would amount to: a

good, many thousands; I should say 15,000 or 20,000. people

6631. Chairman.} But L presume that the Krooman himself not being a very

goodjudgeofnumbers generally, or of the exigencies of the colony, would

scarcely be able to. come to a.correct judgment upon such a subject ?—That was

the information furnishedtome by the most intelligent amoung: the Kroomen

that L.could meet with, and,it was perhaps.the way. in. w

B53.
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that Ico hich he. could: better.

judge of nuinbers.than any other which I could put:tohim ;. -heknew, the num--
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bers that had cut the crops on my own estate, and he had an idea of the extent

of the colony, for he had been in various parts of it; therefore, judging by the
number required for one estate I suppose he could form a pretty correct notion

of the total number that would be required to. cut the canes.

6632. Did you find that those Africans were labouring cheerfully andsteadily

on the estates in Guiana?—The Africans | think everywhere were labouring very

steadily and very cheerfully ; whether they would continue to do so after a cer-

tain period, and after they had acquired a certain amount of money, it is diffi-

cult to say, but their first object was to amassa sufficient amount of wealth,

eitherto return to their own country with it or to buy iand and establish them.

selves as the Creoleshad done. os

6633. Were they under any bond or indenture ?—No; they were imported

without any contract of any kind, but by a law recently passed in the colony,

which came into effect last year, an implied hiringfor six months in the case of

immigrants is-‘supposed to exist, and notice is required to terminate that hiring

at the end of the six months, if the immigrants wish to leave.

6634. Some of ‘the Africans whom you saw in Guiana must have been there

some time ?—I have had some on my estates for as much as five or six years.

- 6635. Had they uniformly conducted themselves well ?—Yes, I think they

had; they very much improve in their behaviour as they become more civilized.

When they are first landed, those who are merely captured slaves are in a state

of extreme barbarism; it is almost wonderful how the planters there venture”

their lives among a large gang of them at first, they have so little idea of

conducting themselves with anything like deceney or forbearance to one

another. —
- 6636. Were those men who had been engaged on your property for four

or five years, continuing to give their labour steadily and cheerfully ’—Yes,

they were. All the Africans imported continue to labour much more steadily

than any other part of the population ; they occasionally will be idle for a week

or two, but they generally, if they are idle themselves, will send their wives

to work: they seem to think that one part of the family ought to be at work
always. Oo

6637. Sir E. Buxton.) Did the Kroomen send their wives ?~-The Kroomen, as

the Honourable Member is probably aware, have not got any wives, unless they

have married from the Creole negroes or African women, which several of them

have done. | oe .

6638. Mr. Gladstone.] Did the African labourers work steadily from their

first introduction into the colony ?—Yes, from the day of their introduction ;

they were quite fit to begin working at once, and they certainly have worked

much more steadily than any other class of labourers. At the same time, no

labourer there works steadily, or can be expected to work steadily, from the high

wages which they have been in the habit of receiving: I dare say the Africans

may have worked one half the time that they might have done.
-6639. You do not think that there is any greater necessity for- lengthened

contracts with respect 1o Africans than there is with respect to other classes of

labourers, nor even'so great?—I think it would be of advantage; even to Africans

themselves, to have a lengthened contract. I think in the first instance, before

they know much of the colony, and before they know much of the rateof wages

that is current in the colony, they have a great inducement to go ‘wandering

about from estate to estate, and conversing and keeping company with those of

their countrymen whom they may find upon the estates; 1 think that unsetiles

them in their habits very much, and that they often acquire diseasesin wan-

dering about in that manner. oe

6640. I understood you io say, that from the time of their introduction into

the colony, they worked upon the whole steadily as comparedwith ‘other classes

- of labourers ?—Most certainly they do so. Ithink contracts would be for the

advantage of otherclassesof labourers.
6641. Chairman.] You think it would be a means of giving them that steady"

training in the arts of husbandry which would be desirable for themselves?—

Yes, I think it would be of advantage to themselves, and no doubt it wouldbe

of the very greatest service to the planters, because what they want is the cer-

tainty of being-able to. find labourers to conduct the work that they wish to set

about. Now my estate is as favourably situated with regard to labour, I think,

as any in the colony. It is on the side of a river where all those coffee ou
ave
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have been abandoned, and therefore a great deal of labour has been thrown into

the market in its immediate vicinity; and immediately beyond it is situated a

tract of Crown lands which the governor has unwisely, as 1 think, sold in small

lots to the labourers, and there is a very large population, several thousands,

settled in that district. In that way my estate, perhaps, is better supplied with

Jabour than any other, and yet my manager very often told me, “I am going to

begin to make sugar next week; I have very little doubt that I shall get people

enough to do it, but at the present moment I have not the slightest idea where

they will come from, or who they will be. I have sent up one of our men to

these settlers on the Crown lands above the river, and I hope that he will engage

a sufficient number to come down; but if not, I must send to the people squat-

ting on the coffee estates, and 1 hope we shall get a sufficient number from

them.” Sometimes, perhaps, he would be disappointed ingetting labour from

either of those sources, and would have to send somewhere else to induce labour-

ers to come; but in one way. or another, the supply of labour was such, that he

generally had sufficient labour to carry on tke work of the estate. a

6642. Have the Creoles squatted in any large numbers ?—Perhaps it is hardly

fair to term it squatting. In the case of the coffee estates,I believe they have

been allowed by the former proprietors of those estates to retain: possession of.

their houses and gardens, and remain there. In the case of the settlers on those

Crown lands, they cannot be called squatters, because they bought the land at

1/. per acre, which is the upset price in the colony. ce me

6643. It was sold at 1/. an acre by the governor ?—Tt.was sold at 12.-an

acre, which is the price of the Crown lands in the colony. es mo

6644. Would an acre of land be sufficient to subsist amanwithout anything

more ?—~It would ‘subsist: a good many men, J think, in humble circumstances;

I think Humboldt states that an acre of land in the Tropics will sustain 16 men ;

at any rate it will sustain alarge family. =~ eee

6645. Did any of the Creoles set upfor themselves in an independent

position when they were placed in possession of this land ?--I think none: of

them are entirely independent of field labour; they have their own land; and

they raise sufficient provisions upon it to provide them with food, but there are

many articles of dress and many luxuries which they can only obtain’ with

money, and for that purpose they will generally work for a certain period during
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the year,when they wish to obtain this money, and having accomplished that |

object they will then return to their freeholds and live in idleness for'some time

afterwards, or occupy themselves in cultivating their gardens. oo

6646. Have the recently introduced Africans adopted those habits +—Hardly

any of them have, I think, yet bought jand, but I think it is most probable

that some of them will do so; those who are most industrious and have saved

most money I think will most likely invest a part of it in buying land, and: will

live in the same way. that they see the Creoles live. © - .

6647. You stated that you thought the Governor had acted injudiciously in

alienating the Crown lands at the rate of 11. an-acre to those Creoles ?—That

certainly was my opinion at the time, and I have been confirmed in it since by

seeing the situation of the people who have purchased that land. ‘I carried

on a correspondence for some time with the Colonial Office; first of all with

Lord Stanley, and afterwards, I think, with the Right Honourable ‘Gentleman

who is present, on the subject of that sale of land at the very low upset price

which, according to the regulations, the governor considered that he was bound
to put it up at. - - Be Ne ai
. 6648. Then your objection was not. tothe alienation, of the land, but to the

putting it up at so low a price ?—I think that in the present state. of society

in the colonies it is certainly very inexpedient that land should be so easily
obtained by the labourers. we

6649. You do not object to the sale of land, but you object to its being offered

for sale at so low an upset price ?—I think so. The governor's justification was,

that if he had not sold the land to the people, there were proprietors of aban-

doned land in the colony who would have sold it to them; but:still those aban-

doned lands had before that period been sold at very high prices, very often at:

as high a price as 40/. or 507. an acre. The governor's motive Idare say was

one of humanity, but I do not think it was a very wise one; he thought it

would-be better. for those people if they could get their land at 12 an acre;

0.53. - and
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and therefore the Crown possessing as it does millions of acres of virgin soil
in that colony was in the habit, whenever an application was made for as much
as 100 acres, of putting it up at the upset price of 1/ an acre; the negroes
who bought it immediately subdivided it among several hundreds of their
number.

6650. That is Governor Light ?—That is Governor Light, and the settlement
which I speak of is called Light’s Town.

6651. Then you think that 17. per acre was not what has been called, in

reference to colonization, the sufficient price ?—-No, | think it was not a suffi-

cient price in the circumstances of the colony. I think there was also another
great objection to selling the Crown lands, that those lands were more remote

from cultivation, and that the people settled upon them were further away

from the superintendence of white people, upon which their civilization and

advancement a great deal depend, than if they had bought land in the imme-

diate vicinity of where the estates were cultivated.

6652. Are you aware whether this system of occupying a small patch of

land and setting up for themselves, deteriorated the habits of the Creoles ?—

J was very sorry to find that in the case of those who had settled on those

yemoter Crown lands there could be no doubt about the matter ;. indeed, |

have the governor’s own authority for the statement; he visited those settle-

ments, and wrote a despatch, which has been published in one of the blue

books, in which he admitted that the condition of those people was much less

favourable than that of those who had bought land upon the sea coast, in the

midst of the cultivated districts ; but he stated at the same time that he thought

that they were exceedingly well off, and very comfortable so far as their food

was concerned, and that he did not know that anything else could be done.

6653. Is cultivation now successfully carried on by the proprietors of es- —

tates in British Guiana?—lIt is certainly not carried on profitably, and it is in

process of being altogether abandoned; most estates in that colony, I think,

are taking off the canes now on the ground, and expending no money or very

little money at all in cultivating the stumps which are left, and which would
produce sprouts for the next crop of sugar.

6654. To what circumstances do you attribute that disastrous state of things?

—I think to the very sudden reduction in the price of sugar in this country,

and to the difficulty of reducing the wages of the labourers in proportion to

the reduced value of the produce.
6655. Do you find any explanation of the circumstance in the difficulty of

obtaining labour ?—I think at present it is not so much the difficulty of ob-

taining labour on any terms, as the difficulty of getting it cheap enough. to

grow sugar at a price which will remunerate the preducer for his expenditure.

6656. It is a question of the rate of wages ?—It is a question of the rateof

wages at present. A few years ago it was a question of getting labour at all:

then canes were left on the ground because labour could not be procured to

take them off; 1 think that has ceased from the immigration which has already

taken place, but the difficulty now is to reduce the rate of wages ; it has been

attempted and it has, I must say, signally failed in BritishGuiana.

' 6657. Have you ever considered the means by which the West Indian pro-

perty might be raised from these circumstances of depression ?>—I think that

the means are only to be found in giving the planters support in some shape or

another until such time as you can supply them with labour.

6658. You think it desirable to enable them to meet the difficulties which

they encounter in consequence of the great social change forced on them by

the Imperial Legislature ?—] think it is for the interest of this country, in every

point of view, that they should be so supported and encouraged; I think, even

with reference to the interest of the consumer, which is what is generally con-

sidered of the greatest importance, that it is very desirable that the cultivation,

of the West Indies should be sustained.
6659. Do you think it very desirable, for sustaining the cultivation of the

West Indies, that there should be a free emigration of labourers from the coast

of Africa ?—I think that will depend very much upon the steps which are taken

at the same time to sustain the existing cultivation; I do not think, that if a

great part of the estates are to be abandoned, and if the expense of keeping up

the institutions of the country is to fall upon the few estates that remain in
 eultivation,
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wultivation, it would be at aJl prudent to import a large number of African

Jabourers suddenly into those colonies.

6660. Do you think that this country should afford the colonies a protecting

duty >—I hardly like to enter into that question; there are many objections to

what is called a protecting duty, and I myself share in several of those objec-

tions; but 1 think that, in some way or another, the mother country must con-

tribute towards keeping the planters’ estates in cultivation for the next few

years, until labour can be procured.

6661. Mr. M. Milnes.] Do the influences which result from the want of a

sufficiency of labour with regard to sugar cultivation act equally with regard to

coffee ?—-1 do not know that continuous labour is so necessary for coffee culti-

yation; but it was impossible for the coffee cultivation of the British colonies

to withstand the competition, to which it was exposed sooner than the sugar

cultivation ; the protecting duty on coffee was lowered much more rapidly than

the protecting duty on sugar, and therefore the coffee planters went to the wall

pefore the sugar planters; the sugar planters have remained the longest, and

have got the advantage of the labour which was previously on the coffee estates.

6662. Mr. Gladstone. Is the protective duty on coffee now higher in its

practical operation ?—The difference in duty in reality makes nearly the same

per centage if you compare the two rates of duty; but if you put it upon the

price of the article, I do not think that the protection is so great. ,

6663. Do not you think that if you put the difference of duty, which is

18 s. 8d. per ewt., upon the average price of the foreign article, in point of fact it

isa greater duty?—It may be so; | only mean to point out that you must con-

sider the price of the article itself, and not the amount of the difference in duty

solely.
6664, But must not you consider mainly the incidence of the differential duty

upon the foreign article instead of the protected article >—Yes, I admit that.

6665. Mr. M. AMilnes.] Have you known any instances of land being trans-

ferred from sugar cultivation to coffee cultivation 7—No, never from sugar culti-

vation to coffee cultivation; from coffee to sugar in many instances.

6666. Why not from sugar to coffee >—For some reason or another it has

been found more difficult for the coffee planters to sustain the competition to

which they have been exposed; the competition has been found so great, not

only with foreign coffee, but with the coffee of other British possessions, Ceylon

for example.
6667.. Mr. Gladstone.| That is the whole case almostr-—That, I think, is the

case.
6668. Sir BE. Buxton.] It is a domestic competition 2~—Yes, I think it is.

6669. It is not foreign?—In a great degree I think not.

- 6670. Mr. J. Miines.| Then in your opinion no advantage could result to

the West Indian proprietors from the substitution of coffee for sugar ?>—I think

if any advantage could be proved to-result from it, the West Indians themselves -

would very speedily change their cultivation from sugar to coffee ; they would

very gladiy avail themselves of any other cultivation which would afford them

a larger profit. :

6671. Is there any peculiar difficulty in substituting one cultivation for an-
other?—There is very little difficulty in changing from coffee to sugar in

British Guiana. In Jamaica and other countries coffee is cultivated on a

totally different soil and in a totally different situation from sugar; but in British

Guiana coffee estates and sugar estates run in parallel lines together; the soil

and the mode of drainage, and everything else, are precisely similar, therefore

the conversion of a coffee estate into a sugar estate requires no further outlay
than the erection of the works. OO

6672. Have you turned your mind to the question how emigration is affected

by the presence of the squadron ?—I think itis so far unfavourably affected py

the presence of the squadron that the consequent treaties with foreign powers

seem to put difficulties in the way of our Government here, allowing the West

Indies all the advantages which they wish to have with respect to immi-

gration.
6673. Do you imagine that if that squadron were withdrawn, and emigration

were taken altogether out of Government superintendence, so far as regards the

coast of Africa itself, the increase of emigration would be great, and consider-

able relief would be given to the West Indian proprietors ?-—I confess | should
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be rather unwilling to take the step of recommending the withdrawal of all

Government superintendence from the coast of Africa. Ithink it might be

dangerous to withdraw emigration on the coast of Africa altogether from

Government superintendence.
6674. Do you think that by the presence of Government agents in the

African ports who should determine whether the emigration were voluntary or

not, and abandoning all other superintendence or check upon emigration, the

number of emigrants would be considerably increased, and so considerably as

to make a difference in your present prospects !—From all inquiries which [

have made respecting the state of emigration on the coast of Africa, T think

that if the only restriction were, that a Government agent should certify that

the people went of their own accord, that they were willing emigrants, there

would not be much difficulty in getting a very large emigration, which would

meet the necessities of the West Indies, provided cultivation in the West Indies

4s to be maintained. I think that is the question at issue.

6675. You do not think that any amount of immigration alone without other

means would preserve the West Indian estates in cultivation ?—I think not in

the present state of things. [I think that a few years ago immigration to a con-

siderable extent would have been all that was required to save the West Indies,

but I think that in their present prostrate condition they would neither have

the funds themselves to take advantage of the permission to obtain immigrants,

‘nor would they have the funds to carry on the cultivation of their estates, and —

give the immigrants employment when imported.

6676. Mr. Gladstone.| Can you state the date of the first movement of the

West Indian colonies, or of West Indian proprietors individually, in bringing

immigrants to the West Indies since emancipation 7—I think my father and

others were concerned in the first attempt to import immigrants into the West

Indies; that was during the apprenticeship. They had heard that coolies had

gone to the Mauritius and had worked successfully there; and therefore, with

the permission of Lord Glenelg, who was then Secretary of State for the Colonies,

they did import a certain number of coolies from Calcutta into Berbice.

_ 6677. Does the great distinction which you draw between the importance of

immigration then and its importance now, rest upon the greater moral effect

which you think it produced then :—Not at all; it rests upon the position of the

proprietors ; upon the means that they have of continuing their cultivation after _

the very severe losses which they have continually sustained since that time.

66;8. That then they had capital to sustain the expenses of the system of

immigratiou, and now they have not ?—Then they had capital and they had

some inducement to do so, because they knew that they had a market, and a very

good market, in this country for their produce. Now they know that the immi-

gration, which they are to undertake at a considerable expense, is only an immi-

gration by which.they will have to contend with the produce of slave labour at

no very remote period.
6679. Mr. MW. Milnes.] Do you think that the restrictions which have been

placed upon immigration have been sufficient to make the difference of an

effective or a non-effective supply 1—The restrictions have not only made that

difference, they have almost prohibited any supply at all in the case of British

Guiana; the supply has been so very small indeed, considering the number of

years in which the planters have been making efforts to obtain labourers, that it

can hardly be said that the restrictions have only interfered with, they have

altogether prevented African emigration.

6680. Would you go to the length of saying that if the Colonial Office had

not issued a single order or regulation respecting immigration, by this time the

wants of the West Indies would have been generally supplied :—I think if the

Colonial Office had not had to contend with the great mass of prejudice which

existed in this country on the subject of immigration into the West Indian

colonies, if they had been perfectly unfettered by that, and had only looked te

what was necessary to prevent the immigration really degenerating into anything

like the slave trade, the West Indian colonies would have been in a position now

to compete with the slave labour of any country in the world.

6681. Have you suffered considerably from what you consider an exaggerated

feeling in this country on the subject of the slave trade?—I certainly do

think so.
6682. Sir KR. H. Inglis.] In reference to immigration, you have stated in he

ast
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last answer but one, that the Government had to contend against a prejudice in

respect to the removal of Africaus from their own country to be labourers in the

West Indies. Will you state to this Committee whether there were not a primd

facie case which would have justified such prejudice on the part of the people of

thiscountry ; namely, whether the parties to be removed did not come from the

same regions which not only furnished slaves to England formerly, but were at

the moment furnishing slaves to Brazil and to Cuba ?1~I spoke of the prejudice

as existing not only with regard to African emigration but to all emigration, and

therefore | do not think that the objection of the slave trade still going on from

Africa, could have been the sole cause of that prejudice which I think did exist

in the minds of the people then against emigration generally.

6683. Was there not a general understanding that no black man could be

removed from Africa, a Krooman always excepted, even if the Krooman be an

exception, for whom the person importing him into the western world had not

to pay a head-money to some chief or king ?—There may have: been an impres-

sion of that kind, but I think that it was an impression adopted without due

inquiry upon the subject, and I do not think that it is consistent with the real

state of the case, so far as 1 am informed. -

6684. With respect to the Coolies, are you not aware that they also were

supposed by numbers in this country to be scarcely free agents, in the sense in

which those of our own countrymen who might go to Australia, or to Canada,

as emigrants would be described to be?—That is exactly the prejudice on the

subject which I allude to, and I think I cannot give a better elucidation of it

than by reading an extract from a speech delivered by a missionary who was in

Berbice during the time of the Coolie immigration, and who, I believe, has on

all occasions been one of the opponents of immigration. That speech was

delivered on the 22d of May, in the present year, at a meeting ofthe Anti-

Slavery Society in London ; it was by the Rev. J. Waddington, late of Berbice.

He was describing the different experiments that had been made in immigration;

and he was showing how, according to his own idea, they had all failed.

He states, with regard to Coolies, “In Berbice the Coolies first imported

were treated with kindness; indeed they had many indulgences, for it was

hoped that they would be induced by this treatment to make most favourable

representations of Guiana to their countrymen on their return to India, and

that thus multitudes of Coolies would be induced to flock to the West Indies.
[have often heard the planters say that they never could afford to pay their
labourers generally as they paid these Coolies.” Now | think it will be in the
recollection of every Member of the Committee that statements the very oppo-
site of these were made as to the nature of that Coolie immigration, and that

it was stopped by the clamour which was.raised against it in this country, upon

the grounds that the Coolies were ill-treated, and that they received very
insufficient wages.

6685. In reference to labour, the Committee understand that you have stated
that a labourer could purchase for 11, in the colony uf Guiana, land which was
capable of supplying himself and his family with all needful food for one year.
If such be the case, does not such fact prove most conclusively that it would be
hopeless to expect free labour for sugar‘cultivation in a tropical climate, where

free labour employed by the party himself can supply all his wants for such an
outlay 1—I think that I stated that that was the case under the existing Govern-
ment regulations with regard to the Crown lands, but I complainedof those re-
gulations; and | think that they are susceptible of very great improvement. I
think also that the low price of land, and the facility with which the labourer can
obtain the means of purchasing land, depend very much upon the amount of

population in the country. If you had a larger population, those evils would not
exist in the same degree. —

6686. Under any circumstances, where au individual can raise the supply of

his physical wants and those of his family from one acre, and the price of that
acre isno more than 1 L., is it possible to hope that he will be indticed to engage

in any labour for any price which ordinarily returns a profit to the planter 1—If
he 1ga mere savage, and cares about nothing but supplying himself with food, he
certaiuly will have no inducement to labour; but I think, if you give him a
igher incentive, and if he has other wants beyond the mere wants of the body,

you may rely upon his engaging in labour for higher wages.
6687. Could these Coolies who were imported, in any large proportion, if in
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any proportion at all, either read or write i—Some of them could read and write
in their own languages, but not any large proportion of them, I believe.

6688. Generally speaking, then, they were persons who looked to the mere
physical comfort of their existence, without reference to any higher objects.?—
The Coolies certainly had no ideas, I think, of any higher civilization than that
of mere food: and clothing.

66%9. In such a state of things it would be in vain to expect that the planters
in Her Majesty’s possessions could compete successfully against the products of
slave labour in other colonies ?—Unless pains were taken to give the Coolies
higher motives than those of merely supplying themselves with food. I think if
they were placed under proper regulations on their first arrival, and they were
to a certain extent civilized, they would have those higher motives; they would
acquire a taste for certain of the luxuries of life, which the negro population
have certainly done.

6690. Did you refer to the negro population as those who purchased land from
the Government at 1/. an acre, or to the Coolies, or to both?—To the negro
population solely ; except in one or two instances of the firstCoolies who came to
my estate in Berbice, I think there have been no instances of Coolies purchasing
land. Thosé Coolies, however, that either married Creole women or formed
some ties which kept them in the country, one or two of them came to see me
duringmy recent visit, and wished me to come and look at their houses and
their land. —

6691. You would wish the Committee however,generally speaking, to under-
stand that, unless the system of administration is changed in the colony, the
power of possessing, independently, land capable of sustaining a labourer and
his family, if not, as in a former answer, you stated 16 persons, would itself be
such a drawback to the planter procuring free labour for sugar cultivation, that
suchplanter could not compete successfully against slave labour employed in
such cultivation >—I do not see that it would signify to the planter how many
people there were residing on their own land; the only question he has to look
to is, whether he can get the labour of a sufficient number of those people cheap
encugh to grow his sugar; it would certainly be an advantage to him the more
people there were in that way, provided they would only give him a portion of
their labour.

6692. Do you find that people in tropical countries. are willing to undertake
hard. labour when for slight labour they can procure the physical necessaries’ of
life ?—1 thinkit all depends very much upon the position in which they happen
to be placed, and upon the degree of education which they possess. I have seen
even Kuropeans perform very hard labour in the tropics, and perform it very
cheerfully; I have also seen the Madeira people do so; the only objection with
them is, that they work themselves to death in a climate which is not well suited
for them.

6693. By “ Madeira people,” you mean those subjects of the Crown of Por-
tugal who have emigrated to the West Indies ?—~[ du.

6694. And. who are described. as Portuguese in the evidence before the Sugar
and Coffee Planting Committee ?—Yes.

6095. Sir #. Burton.] Can you tell us how many immigrants have been
imported into British Guiana altogether ?--I have not the exact statement with
me,; butI think altogether about 40,000 have been imported since 1838. An
exact Return has been laid before the House of Commons, but 1 have not it with
me. ©

66g6. The African immigrants form a very small proportion of the number?
~—-A very small proportion.

6697. By far the greatest number have been Coolies >—The largest number,
I think, have been Coolies; I think 13,000 or 14,000 Coolies;-and then the
Madeiranese or Portuguese; a great many have been also negroes from other
edlonies ; it is a circulation of labour backwards and forwards.

6698. Are not the 40,000 independent ofthat ?—No.
6699. I imagine chat atpresent that is the most valuable immigration which

youhavet—Yes; I think decidedly the Barbadians are the most valuable class
of mimigrants, but considerable obstacles are still placed in the way of their
leav ing Barbadoes.

6700. Charman.) By the local government?— By the local .yovernment
there, and therefore no great number of them. come at present. When it was

wishe
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wished to construct a railroad in Demerara, the most skilled labourers which

they could get were the Barbadians. :

6701. Sir E. Buzxton.] Still many thousands of Coolies have been imported?

_Yes; I think about 10,000 Coolies altogether have actually arrived.

6702. What is your opinion of this Coolie immigration; has it answered ?—

I think it is much too expensive for the prospects of the West Indians at the

present time; I think that the expense of importing labourers from India is far

greater than they can afford to bear with the prices which they are likely to get

for their produce. :

6703. Of the number imported a large proportion do notpractically work on

the estates ?—-A large proportion of them do very little work ; are very inefficient

labourers,
6704, Have not the governors of the various colonies in the West Indies, in

consequence, recommended that no more should be imported ?—I think it was

hardly the governors who recommended it; the colonists ceased to have any de-

sire to import Coolies under the awful state of their affairs, because the importa-

tion of those Coolies was also coupled with the condition that they should be at

the expense of sending them back again some years hence, and they felt that they

were unable to afford it. a

6705. Is it not a fact that some years ago Coolie immigration was most

ardently desired by the West Indians?—They were very anxious, as long as

they had no chance at. all of getting labour from Africa, to get it from any. other

quarter that they could, and they certainly were desirous at that time of getting

labourers from India ; but it was at a time when prices were very much higher,

and they made the calculation that if they brought a man from Indiafor five

years, at an expense, we will say, of 201., that was 41, a year added to the cost
of his labour, and that the result of his labour at the then prices of produce

would repay them for that expenditure. All that is totally changed now from

thegreat fall in the price of sugar.
706, Do you employ any Coolies on your estates ?—I have a few on one of

my estates, but [ Lave never been anxious to employ them from the experience

which I had at first; because I found that though their labour was at a low price,

at the same time it was exceedingly ineflicient. :

6707. You paid a lower price for their labour than for the labour of the

Creoles ?—All labourers are paid in British Guiana by the quantity of the work

that they perform; but the Coolie was not able to perform the same extent of

work; and if he did perform it, which they very often were very glad to do,

and exerted themselves, some of them, to do, the labour was not well per-

formed.
6708. What wages do they earn ?2—They earn the current. rate of wages,

whatever that would be in the colony ; it is the same now, I think, as. it was last

year; the attempt to reduce wages has failed; it is 1s. 4d. for the task, Some-

times the Coolie will not perform a full task in the time that he choosestowork

during the day.
6709. A task is 100 cane-holes, is it not ?—Where they do dig cane-holes it

is; there are very few cane-holes dug in British Guiana. ©

6710. That is the standard of wages; we cannot test it by anything else, can

we ?—I have in my possession a statement of the task in every description of

work, which I will put in evidence; I will show the task which was obliged to

be performed during the apprenticeship, and the amount of labour which is new

considered to represent that task, which is very much reduced.

6711. Do the Kroomen work for longer hours than the Coolies ?-—They can

do much more work in the same time than the Coolies; I do not know tbat they

work longer hours; the Kroomen, I think, generally finish their work about

12 or one o'clock in the day.

_ 6712. Beginning at what time-?—The nominal time for beginning work is

six o’clock, but it is not very punctually observed, as the labourers, of course,

consult their own convenience.

6713. Of course, being piece work, they come. when they like, and go when

they like?-—That is very disadvantageous to the employer of labour, because

he probably has his steam-engine at work, and his mill ready to grind the.canes,

and it does not exactly suit him if one labourer comes in the morning,and ano-

ther in the afternoon to do the work ; he has to keep his machinery going much
onger, 7

9.53.
6714. Can

H. Barkly, Esq.
M. P.

20 June 1848.



H. Barkly, Esq.
M.P,

20 June 1848,

go MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE

6714. Can you tell us what proportion of the population possesses land ?-—]

made an exact statement on that subject before the other Committee. It is stated

in a return from the stipendiary magistrates, in one of the Blue Books ; Ido not

recollect it at this moment.
6715. It isa large proportion, is it not ?—Certainly, a very large proportion ;

I think there are as many as 13,000 or 14,000 freeholders.

6716. Who, so far as food goes, are able to support’ themselves on their own

land ?—Entirely.
6717. Ifa very large immigration were to take place, and wages wereto fall

very much, is it not probable that a large portion of those freeholders would

give up working on estates altogether ?—Not untess they were to retrograde

decidedly in civilization. Their present motive for working is to obtain a cer-

tain. amount of luxuries, which they cannot obtain from: the produce of their

own land. If the rate of wages which they obtain were reduced, we will say

one-half, they would, I think, in all probability work just twice as long as they

now do, in order to obtain the same amount of luxuries.

6718. They are very anxious for luxuries then ?—At the emancipation, the

negroes in the British Colonies were in a certain state of civilization, a state

which promised a considerable advance; the question is now whether they: are

in precisely as advanced a state of civilization as they were then. I am afraid,

myself, that they have rather receded in civilization, and. that therefore they

havenotthe same stimulus to exertion which they had at first; but as long’ as

they have any artificial wants at all they certainly will continue to do some

labour on the estates, and they will do the more labour the lower the wages are.

There is no doubt that the rising generation of the negroes are more educated

than their fathers were; that is the result of education which has been going

on for many years past ; and at the present moment a great deal is done in the

way of education.
6719. Chairman.] You have spoken of luxuries; do you consider ‘clothes

laxuries ?—Ithink that the kind ofclothes'which the negroes generally acquire

must be looked on certainly as luxuries. In that climate clothing. 1s not an

article of first necessity ; it is hardly necessary.

6720. Does not the negro still require covering in the West Indies, as apro-

tection ‘against cold ?—-He requires certain clothing, probably, during the time

that he is working, and he uses very much the same kind of clothing that used

to be farnished to him as a slave, which is warm clothing ; but on other

occasions, when he is at liberty, especially'on Sundays and holidays, he wears

‘a-very superior description of clothing to that ‘used by the peasantry of any

other country.
6721.-Mr. Gladstone.| What is the lowest state of the thermometer inBritish

Guiana?—Itis generally about 80°, [think; in British Guiana.the range of

the thermometer is very equable indeed; | suppose it seldom varies 10°; but

the constitution of the negro, I think, can stand a much greater heat than

that.
6722. Chairman.] Will you give some definite notion of what is meant by

« Juxuries ??—I think the best description which can be given of luxuries, ini

the way of dress, will be gathered from considering the way in which a negro

congregation at church appears. I think you:will find thata great aumber of

thewomen ‘who are field labourers appear at church in blue silk or pink silk

bonnets, parasols, and muslin dresses with frills upon them; that the men, most

of them, appear in broadcloth coats, with brass buttons or something smart,

and all kinds of fancy waistcoats (which are sent out in large quantities from

this country), boots, and everything ofthatkind.

6723. Then do you consider that there is a greater desire amongst the negroes

to obtain those gaudy dresses than amongst the European peasantry?—Yes; I

think that they have'in the first instance formed a taste for those luxuries, and

that they woula be more unwilling to do. without them than any European

peasantry. , . ;

6724. Can they obtain those ornamental dresses, or dresses of any kind, by

working upon the little patches of ground of which you have spoken ?—No; I do

not think they can, because the demand for the provisions which they grow upon

those grounds is limited ; they mostly raise produce enough for themselves, and

the demand, therefore, only exists among the white population, which is very

small, consequently they get very little money by the cultivation of their ow
grounds
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grounds in the way of selling the provisions which they raise, and therefore, if H. Hartly; Exq.

they wish to obtain money to purchase those luxuries, they are obliged to per- M.P.

form’ a certain ‘portion of labour on an estate. My own idea was that there ~~

was scarce any labourer in the colony who did not consider it necessary to earn 20June 1848.

gi.or Lol. sterling a year, for the purpose of furnishing himself with those

juxuries.
.

6725. There is a sort of public opinion amongst them in fayour.of that kind

of dress ?—I think thatthey have every disposition to imitate their- superiors in

point of dress, and it is very remarkably shown in the. case of the imported Afri-

cans; they immediately imitate the Creole population in their dress, and in a short

time, two or three years, when the African has been in the country, you can hardly

distinguish him from. the Creole; he will dress himself as well, and walk with

just the same air that the Creole negro does; perhaps youmay be only able to

distinguish him by the marks that he has; the tattoo which has been put upon -

him in Africa.
6726. Viscount Brackley.] Do they make any of the dress themselves ?—-Nat

at all; the whole of their dress is imported from this country or from the United

States.
6727. Sir E. Buzton.] Then, in fact, of the wages which they earn a much

smaller proportion goes for food than goes for the food of the labourer in this

country?—Certainly, especially in the case of those resident upon their own

lands, who get their ground provisions almost for nothing. .

6728. I suppose alimost thewhole of their food is grown on their own lands ?—

No; they consume the more. expensive kind of food, generally speaking, whe

they can get it ; they eat wheaten bread, and things of thatkind. .

6729. Which is imported from America ?—The flour is imported from America.

6730. But in spite of that expensive food which, they import, the-proportion

of their wages that is spent in food is very small ?—Very small.

6731. And the. amount that they have to spend in dress, or in any otherway

that they like, even if they earn the same wages as the labourer in England, is

much greater ?—Yes; they would havea much larger amount to devote to mere

uxuries.
6732. Do you think that the desire of working. for dress.can. be.so great as to

induce your population-ever,. under any: circumstances, to work so hard that

they can compete with the slave-growing colonies. of Cuba and Brazil?—TI in-

stanced dress, because that isperhaps.one of the easiest.things to. take noticeof,

but they have a.desire. forother things beyond dress; ‘they have a desire for good

furniture in. their houses ; many of them.are anxious.to have two-story houses

instead of smallhuts, and they have a desire for various things of. that kind,

which can only be acquired by an increase of money.

6733. Can any desire-for luxuries, or the physical necessariesof life, induce

men to:workin a tropical climate to that..degree that. they can compete with

colonies. where slavery and the slave trade exist?—I shouldthink so; we find

in this country that men readily work when they have all the wants of nature

supplied without work; we find them working for higherobjects, and 1 do not

think that the difference of the locality makes any difference in the motive which

would influence them. ,

6734. How many Kroomen have you on your estate *—I_ think the number

originally placed there wasonly.16, out of that number of 108, who. were brought

in the * Prince Regent.”

6735. In what year were they brought there ?—Last year.

6736. None ofthem have returned to the Kroo coast ?—No,| think none of

them went back to the Kroo coast; there was an opportunity of returning in

the “Growler” steamer, but I do not think that any of them embraced it. Some

there were who had come on previous occasions, in 1844,I think, and 1845,. that

did go back in the “Growler ;” those were Kroomen who were introduced by

Mr. Butts during the visit which he paid to the Kroo coast in“1844 and 1845.

6737. Are you aware whether those Kroomen were obtained by arrangements

with the chiefs, or by voluntary agreements between the master of the vessel and

themselves ?—There wasno arrangement whatever necessary; the captain ofthe

vessel, as-I understood the transaction, landed and inquired for people who were

willing to go.tothe West Indies, and he found that those people offered them-

selves as passengers. It-is stated in this letter, which describes the transaction,

that there was some kind-of superintendence on the part of the headmen ; .at

0.53.
least



H. Barkly, Esq.
M. P.

ae re,

20 June 1848.

92 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE ‘THE

least the headmen are alluded to in the letter :—‘ We have also-communicationg
from the headmen, or kings of several of the settlements, allexpressing:a strong
desire that the barque may be returned with some of the people who:have: been
here some time, and who may have made money, in order:that the people on the
coast may be quite convinced oftheir. perfect freedom to go and come, when
they promise to furnish. supplies of any number, always :provided: theyare in-
sured passages back after three or five years’ seryice. “Iwo headmen-have come
to look after the people who came ‘here by the ‘ Margaret,’ (that. is a previous
vessel) and to see that they are getting on well. ‘Fhey seem wellpleasedat what
they see, and we have no doubt will, if we are permitted to avail ourselves of the
present feeling in our favour, be very useful in procuring an abundant supply of
labourers.” . That’ certainly alludes.to the:headmen, but.it does not:state. that
they entered into any agreement upon the subject with the: people, or ‘that they
did more than exercise a kind of. paternal superintendence over the interests of
the rest of the people.
6738. Do you suppose that. it will be worth the:whileofTrinidaaor: British

Guiana to take advantage of any loans that.may be guaranteed by this country
unless they have a greater protection than the Act of 1846 allows them?-—I
think most certainly not.

6739. In that case, your-only hope of cultivating at all would be of many
estates going out of cultivation, and an increased supply of labour being thereby
reserved for others ?—I think that can hardly be. called a hope. ‘Estatesin
British Guiana are so very equal in their capabilities, thatif 3t does. not pay for
one estate to be conducted it will hardly pay for another estate to be conducted.
And with regard to the. transfer of labour from abandoned estates, it has been
found by experience, especially from the experience of the coffee estates, that
‘only a small portion of the labour which was previously employed.on the estates
abandoned is turned over to the estates which continue.to be cultivated.
6740. The labourers remain on the estate?—Agreat number of the labourers

remain on the estate.
6741..And if they are driven off the estate they retreat into the millions of

acres belonging to the Government ?—-No: I do not think they could do ‘that,
because those lands, generally speaking, are not:drained, and not proper for the
habitation of man in any way; they would require the expenditure of ‘a large
capital. They, generally speaking, would either buy Jand in some eligible
situation where they could live, or they would go and live in a neighbourmg
village ofsome adjacent estate.

6742. Colonel Thompson.] Do you consider the desire of the negro for luxu-
Ties to be favourable to his being employed in industry, or the contrary {—I
think itis the most favourable symptom. that there is:

6743. Then do you think that it isan answer to the objection which has been
made, that the propensity of the negro is to sit down on asmall patch of land
and do no more than is necessary for bare existence?—1{ think itis. 1 think
that in the position of the negroes in our colonies they were not content with that
state of existence, and I think that there is that degree of imitation in the
African race that thosé whe are imported will imitate the negroes whom they
find settled there; they will imitate them in their habits, and in their working
for certain luxuries. —
6744. ‘Then would you expect that there will be always a strong desire for

comforts and luxuries among the whole of the African population ?—I think.
the African. population ‘are very promising indeed; 1 think that they can be
made anything of almost by wise and judicious superintendence on the part
of the British Government. .

6745. Can you tell us the rate at which the population of the Africans is
going on, either in the colonies. generally, or in those which you are acquainted
with r—There are no statistical returns.

6746. Have you any surmise upon the point; is: it visibly increasing, de you
think, or the contrary.’—TI think surprise is generally expressed that it. 1s not.in-
creasing more rapidly than it may be conceived to do, from facts which come
under individual attention.

6747. Can you give any explanation of that; did you ever hear any expla-
nation of it—I think that one circumstance whith explains it is, that people
who have been brought up-in a condition of slavery whem they are left to aet for
themselves are in some degvee like children. I think that the negroes first of all

were
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were always accustomed to be provided with medical attendance by their

masters; and that many of them, when it was withdrawn, had not. the slightest

jdea of employing it or paying money to procure it for themselves when.they

were sick; and I think that a good many of the old people died really from

want of medical attendance; I think also, that very often in.these settlements

they have been | Jaced ata distance from all medical advice. Onthe settlement

above my estate, 1 think I found that: it was. nearly eight miles from. the. resi-

dence of anydoctor;:which is a long way in that country, eonsidering.thenature

of the roads, and the climate, and all that. They-depended upon the casual

visits. ofone or two Portuguese quacks, wemight almost call them, who doctored

them very cheaply, and 1daresay,. killed a.good many of them. --Theu-again,

with regard to children,I believe that from some: cause or-another the African|

ehildren require very great care, especiallyatthe moment. of. their ‘birth, and

that-a great mapy are lost during the first few days of their: existence fromthe

want of that care; I believe that that has been very much the case -among the

free negroes.in the British colonies; that it had become almost a.system in the

colonies to take care of these people and raise their children ; and that that: being

suddenly discontinued, less attention is paid to the subject, and that many.ofthem

have died in consequence.
.

6748. Do. the imported negroes amalgamate with the Creoles 2— Alb of them

do except the Kroomen, who are totally distinct in appearance and race.and: in

every way; 1 think all the other negroes amalgamate very readily and. become

fused in the general population,:so that you ean hardly discover them after a

short time, unless they happen to have peculiar marks about their persons.

6749. According to your knowledge, are the imported negroessatisfied: with

their conditionin general after their arrival :—I think they are highly satisfied ;

they are exceedingly apt in acquiring everything that is taught.them. In re-

spect to education they.make very rapid progress; I was. present, at a.school

where there were a. hundred grown-up Alricaus, who had. been most of them

quite recently imported; they were all exceedingly well clothed, and many. of

‘them could read their Bible already, although they had not been very long in

the colony; they were all of them candidates for baptism, but the clergyman

who was superintending them: refused: to baptize them, unless they had been

underhis care for at least a year. During that time they learned to: read.ex-

ceedingly well; ‘having had no knowledgeat.all of letters before, they could

most ofthem readthe Church Service and the Bible before:the end of the year,

and then they were baptized, and many of them married at the same time.

6750. Do the: imported Africans live amongst the Creole negroes, or do they

live separately in establishments of their own?—In the first instance they live

separately, because generally there area number of people taken:out of the same

ship. The people taken to the West Indies are mostly liberated from the hold

of aslaver, aud those who have come in the same ship, 20-or 30 of them,, sent

to the same estate, keep together for some considerable time, and do not.amal-

gamate so very readily with the population; perhaps their language may not be

precisely the. same as that'of any of those already on the estate,, but gradually

that is broken up; they. form connexions and marriages with other people, and

the society is broken up by degrees.

_ 6751. Do they find no difficulty in forming connexions in-the way of.marriage

among the Creole negroes ?—None at-all; 1 do not think that there is any sense

. of superiority.on the part of the Creoles, although, generally. speaking, they. are

‘more civilized: 1 do not think. that that prevents any marriages. from taking

. place: a, Se

6752. Do you know what is the average proportion of females who arrive with

them r—It-is very-small in that way, beeause the Brazilian slave dealers are not

_ in-the habit of taking many; and therefore, generally speaking,. the number of

women is very small in proportion.

6753. What should you estimate it at. from hearsay 2—I{ do not. think it

amounts to10per-cent.. certainly, those imported in that way ;. there are others

‘who have come voluntarily. from Sierra Leone, in which eases a larger number

of women have come. —

6754. Chairman.| Are you aware that: there has. been a. considerable loss of

life on board the ships which have brought. the Africans to the West Indies,?—

I wasvery sorry: so'seethat recently thathad occurred; until lately the loss of life

has mot beenat alllarge, and 1 can onl account for-it now by the cizcumstance
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of most of those people having been recently liberated from the hold of a slaver,

where their constitutions had become very much debilitated, and having been

transferred very quickly from the African yard at Sierra Leone to undertake

another voyage ; [ think it very possible that that may have led to it,

6755. Was not that certainly the case with regard to a number of Africans

who were carried from Sierra Leone by the “ Growler’ :—I believe there is no

doubt of it. ;

6756. The statement of all parties was, that those Africans were afflictedwith

dysentery at the time they were received on board, and that the deaths occurring

were in consequence of that dysentery. Are you disposed to explain in that
manner the loss of life which has lately taken place in regard to the number

conveyed; are you of opinion that that will afford an explanation of the fact ?—

I think that that is the explanation really of the fact, because in other instances

of emigration from other points of the coast of Africa, there has been no loss of

life.. 1 see with regard to the Kroomen, of whom I was speaking, who came in
the “Prince Regent,” the account given of them is, “the ‘ Prince Regent’
arrived here” (that is Berbice), “on the 13th, direct from the Kroo coast, with
108 passengers of the Kroo and Fish tribes, a very fine looking lot of people, all
in excellent health, and without a single casualty having occurred to them on
the passage.” I believe that that generally was the case before the emigration
was made to consist entirely of liberated Africans. ; .

757. You think that if the emigration consisted of parties who embarked
from the coast of Africa of their own free will, those casualties would not occur to
the same extent?—-I do not think that there ig anything in the passage itself
which should lead to those casualties, if proper precautions were taken.

6758. At all events, you do not think that it would be a.sufficient objection
to the proposed plan of supplying the West Indies with labour, that a certain
number of Africans have perished under the circumstances in which they have
‘been embarked on board the emigrant ships which are now permitted to ply ?—
I think it would be just as reasonable to say that no more emigration should take
place from Ireland to the North American plantations, because great mortality
occurred last year. The thing is, I think, to guard against the recurrenceof
a misfortune of that kind, if it is to be guarded against, but not to stop the
emigration. .

6759. You do not think that it is a necessary incident to the emigration ?—
Not at all. I feel convinced, on the contrary, that it must have arisen from some

. of those causes which I have mentioned.

. 6760. We were speaking of the circumstances under which the West Indian
planters might be enabled to continue the cultivation of their property. Do
you think if full time were allowed to the planters to conform to the change of
circumstances in which they will be placed before they are brought into equal
competition with Cuba and Brazil, and if the channels of emigration were freely
thrown open to the West Indies, that.under such circumstances the West Indies
would be enabled to compete with those countries in the production of sugar ?—
I myself entertain no doubt of it, especially as regards the colony with which I
am best acquainted, that is, British Guiana, and also the colony of Trinidad;
I cannot speak with so much certainty as to Jamaica, for I have not been there
for eight or nine years, and I think that the state of that island is worse even
than of others.

6761. Do you think that any fiscal arrangements would enable the West
Indies to enter into such a competition, if the channels for emigration were not
freely thrown open to them ?—No, I think that all protection would be utterly
useless unless the time during which it is afforded is usefully occupied in placing
the West Indies in a better position with regard to the demand for labour.

6762. You think that that is an essential element to the restoration of the
prosperity of the West Indies ?—I think it is.

6763. A Committee of the House of Commons appear to have recommended
the imposition of a differential duty of 10s. on British plantation sugar, and the
sugar of other countries. Would not such a differential duty stimulate pro-
duction in the ast Indies ?—It would, no doubt, have the effect of sustaining
the production of the East Indies, which otherwise would greatly fall off.
Idohot think it would stimulate fresh production if it were only for a limited
period.

6764. There
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6764. There is no deficiency of labour, I believe, in the East Indies ?—No,

1 have never heard any complaint on that score.

6765. Are you of opinion, that with any ordinary precautions, or indeed

under any circumstances whatever, a free emigration of Africans to the West

Indies could, what has been called, degenerate into a slave trade?—I think that

very simple precautions indeed would be necessary to prevent any risk of that.

I think that the presence of a Government officer at every point where emigra-

tion was carried on would be all that was necessary..

6766. Do you think that it would be possible for a negro imported into the

West Indies, to be imported into a state of slavery ?—It is quite clear that he

cannot be a slave when he comes there; I can understand that objections are

made-as to the mode in which labourers would be obtained; that they might

be purchased in some way, and that that would be giving encouragement to the

chiefs to continue to carry on the slave trade. -

6767. The internal slave trade of Africa ?—The internal slave trade of Africa.

In the West Indies, there is no possibility whatever that they can be anything

but perfectly free. a

6768. In the West Indies, the negro cannot be made a slave; should you

consider it a stage of slavery, if a sum of money were paid to the headman for

permission to embark an African labourer, provided the African labourer came

with his own free will?—I think it would depend upon the degree of authority

which was exercised by that headman; I think if it were merely apresent to

the chief for the purpose of inducing him to allow his subjects to.go, those sub-

jects being otherwise masters of their own actions, there would be no objection

to it at all.
6769. Do you think that if the African came of his own free will, he being

so far free as to choose whether he would go, or whether he would stay, that

could, with any sort of justice or propriety, be called a species of slave trade?—

Certainly not, if he had the option of going or staying; I think that is essential

to freedom.

6770. Mr. M. Miines.} Would. not, on the contrary, the present. difficulty

which the native of Africa might have in emigrating, on account of the demand

of this head money. by the chief, constitute rather'an impediment to his hberty

than otherwise >—‘That is very much my view of it. I think that the people on

the coast of Africa are at’ the present moment much more willing to emigrate

than their chiefs are to allow them.

6771. Therefore, in fact, by our refusing to make any money payment what-

ever to any chief asa condition for-embarking any native of Africa, we are

rather opposing and thwarting the free will of that people than in any degree

assisting in their freedom ?—I must speak with some hesitation as to anything

connected with the coast of Africa, because I have no further knowledge of

that coast than any Member of: the Committee; :but from all. the inquiries

whichI have made, it appears to me that. that is very much the case, and.

that negotiations with the chiefs might be very easily ‘carried out to permit

the people to emigrate if they were so disposed.

6772. Chairman.| Then the only question which remains’ is, the internal

slave trade of Africa?—That is the objection which is started to such a mode of

proceeding. , :

6773. Would not the. best way of stopping that species of slave trade be, to.

render it unprofitable 4] think that that is the real cure.

6774. Sir E. Buzton.| How would yor render it. unprofitable ?—I suppose

that the only way of rendering the slave trade unprofitable is, to undersell the.

productions of slave labour; but I do not wish to express anyvery sanguine

opinion as to the possibility of doing that for some time to come. DC

6775. Chairman.| But if labourers could be freely embarked withoutany pay-

ment at all, or with a very small payment, from the coast of Africa, would parties.

under those circumstances, being enabled to get free labour for little more than

nothing, pay even the sums which are now required to be paid for the purchase:

ofslaves ? The question relates to the internal slave trade of Africa in. con-

nexion with the importation of labour jnto the West Indies; supposing free

labour could be obtained for little or for nothirig, would partiesobtain labour

by giving a higher price for it >—Most decidedlynot; I do not think that there

woud be any danger of their purchasing people; certainly not if they could
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obtain them without any payment of money; if they could obtain them by
means merely of a small payment to the chief.

6776. Consequently so long as the labourers were obtained by a smali.'pay-
ment to the chief, so long as the supply of labour was conducted through
those channels, do you think there would be any kind of stimulus given to the
internal slave trade of Africa:—No; I really do not think so; but I have no
very intimate knowledge as to the internal slave trade of Africa: I do not know
the causes which stimulate it.

6777. But it is not necessary to go to Africa in order to obtain information
of that kind ?—No; I think that, reasoning upon general grounds, it seems
quite clear that there would not.

6778. Sir E. Buxton.| What evidence have you that the natives of Africa
are more willing to emigrate than their chiefs are to send them ?>—I think there
is some evidence of that to be found in the reports of the different gentlemen
who visited the Kroo coast especially; and I think also as regards the disposi-
tion of the people to come into the British settlements, that there is very con-
siderable evidence (there was evidence before the Committee of 1842) that
there were a great many people in the neighbourhood of the British settlements
on the coast of Africa, who would be willing to come, if they could in any way
get away from the authority of their chiefs.

6779. Do you think that it would be possible to buy those men of their chiefs
without encouraging an internal slave trade in Africa?—lI think anything like
buying men from their chiefs would be decidedly reprehensible : I do not con-
template anything of that kind.

6780. What is the difference between paying a sum of money to their chief
for them, and buying them ?—-I would not pay it for the men; I think, sup-
posing a chief expressed his willingness, upon the receipt of a certain annual
pension from the British Government, to put down slave trading in his domi-
nions, and to allow his subjects, if they were willing, to emigrate, that that
could not be called buying the men from him.

6781. Chairman.] Did you ever take out a passport in a foreign country for
leave to quit that country *—- Very frequently.

6782. Did you every pay any money for it ?-—I paid a feefor it.
6783. Did you consider that an act of self-emancipation, that you were

carrying on a species of slave-trade by that process ?—No, I cannot say that
I did.

6784. Would not the circumstance of paying a small sum of money to the
headman on the coast of Africa be in its nature similar to that process to
which I have referred ?—I should think it would; it strikes me that the claim
which those chiefs have to retain their people arises from some kind of feudal
service, perhaps a few days of actual labour in the course of the year, and that
they are unwilling to part with those tenants whom they hold by some kind
of military service, it may be, or some other service, unless they get some com-
pensation for that loss.
6785. Sir #. Luxton.] But do you think that your condition in a foreign

country is at all similar to the condition of those people in their own land ?—
No, Ido not know that it is, but I think that the comparison is true, to a
certain extent, that the nature of the payment is something similar.

6786. Is it not the fact that there is a sort of slavery existing in almost
_ every country in Africa except in British colonies ?—I think that it is a ques-
tion whether it is a sort of slavery, or whether it is a feudal system; I think
from all the inquiries which I have sade that it seems rather to be some kind
of feudal system, not very dissimilar to that which existed in our Highlands
100 years ago.

6787. Can you direct us to where we can find such information ?—I think
that a great deal of the information which was given before the Committee in
1842 tends to show that. There has been a great deal of correspondence; I
hold in my hand four or five very long despatches from the Governor of British
Guiana, detailing an account of the visits of persons who had gone to the Kroo
coast for the purpose of getting emigrants; I think it results from that that
the authority of the chiefs, or headmen, which they talk of, seems to be
something of that nature. I think also that I can corroborate the statement
that I have made, by the evidence which I have myself obtained from Kroo-
men in the West Indies. I put several questions to the Krooman of whom!

have
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have spoken before, and who was very intelligent, as to the nature of the

power which he possessed over his own actions in the Kroo country. He had

married 2 wife andI said, “If you take back that wife to the Kroo country

will you be allowed to leave it again?” He said, “1 shall certainly leave it

when I like.” I said, “ Have not you got a king who would prevent your

doing so? ”__He said, “I should have to give a piece of cloth to my king for

ermission to go again, but that would be all; he would have’ no power to

prevent my going.” ‘There were several other questions which I put to him,

as regards their women Jeaving that country. I said, “Would thére be any

ower in the women to come away?” He said, “The man would have to

give the king a piece of cloth before he took away a woman, but that would

beall.” He did not seem to consider in the slightest degree that the king

had any more property in him than I had, but-that there were certain things

which he could not do without paying certain fees to his feudal superior.

6788. With respect to the mortality which has taken place, I think it is with

British Guiana alone that you are acquainted :—My personal knowledge is with

the settlements in British Guiana alone, but I have resided in most of the other

colonies.
,

6789.. Have you been in Demerara ?—Demerara is in British Guiana. ©

6790. Were you in British Guiana on the arrival of the several vessels the

«“ Growler,” the“Amity Hall,” the “Morayshire,” and the “ Arabian ” 7—

Lleft the colony before those vessels arrived. :

6791. You are not therefore aware of the deaths which occurred during the

voyage ?—I am no further aware of them than that I have seen the statement in

the Blue Book which has been recently published: —

6792. Out of those five voyages you are probably, if you have seen that

statement, aware that a very large mortality tookplace in four. Are yowaware —

that the total number of deaths in the “Growler” on the first voyage was 20,

onthe second voyage, 46; in the “ Amity Hall” 37; the “Morayshire” 5; and

the “ Arabian ” 22; and that the total mortality was 8 per cent. ?—I have no

reagon to doubt the truth of that statement.

6793. Chairman.] Do you happen to know the fact whether those ships had

all of them liberated Africans embarked on board?—The whole of them were

entirely loaded with liberated Africans.
6794. Sir E. Buaton.] And probably in any future emigration of that sort a

considerable mortality is to be expected ?—I hope not; I think that precautions

may be taken ; I see that Lord Harris has written home making suggestions to

the Home Government, and making, I'think, what may be called complaints of

the conduct of the authorities at Sierra Leoiie on the occasion, and that those

complaints ought to be investigated. -

6795. Lord Harris recommends that underpresentcircumstancesimmigration

should cease into the colonies?—That is my own view under present circum-

stances. |
6796. You agree with him in that opinion. He also recommends thatin case

immigration is conducted at all, it should be conducted by the planters who

wish for immigrants themselves at their own expense, and that they should

“be located on their plantations.: Do you agree with him in that opinion ?—

Yes; I think that that would be the natural course of immigration. If I find

myself unable to carry on the cultivation of my estate from want of labour, I

think the natural course seems to be that I should be permitted to enter into

such arrangements as may. be mutually advantageous with freelabourersin any

part of the world, and take them to my estate under engagement to carry on

the cultivation. 1 think that the principle uponwhich immigrationlias hitherto

been conducted in the colonies is a departure from the natural course of things;

it is throwing thesupply of labour upon the Government, who are not the best

judges either ofthedemand or of the mode of procuring or managingthe people.

6797. Are youaware how much has been spent in British Guiana for immi-

gration ?—-A very large sum has been. spent, especially for Coolie immigration. ©

+should think that altogether between 200,000 J. and 300,000 /. havecertainly

een spent. - me vO

6798; Andprobably the Government is still likely to incur amuch larger

expense to'return the Coolies to. their own country ?—The expense will notbe

80 large, but there: will be a considerable expense incurred in carrying back

those people to. their own country. 1 think, however, that immigration hitherto

0.53. " has
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has been unnecessarily expensive from the restrictions with which it has been
accompanied.

799. Has not the effect in British Guiana been that the resources of the
Government have been almost swallowed up in providing for the expenses of
immigration ?—Hardly so, because the greater part of that money has been
raised by loan in this country, and all that the colonies have had to pay has
been the interest of the money, and a provision for a sinking fund.

6800. Lord Harris states, that the money required for that purpose has been
so great, that many other improvements, which were very necessary in the
colony, have been necessarily put off or given up; do you agree with him that
that is the case ?—I do not think that the amount of money spent for immigra-
tion purposes in British Guiana has borne so large a proportion to the available
resources of the colony as it has in Trinidad. Of course Lord Harris is a better
judge as to Trinidad, than I can pretend to be, but I do not think that in
Guiana the effect of the money spent for immigration has heen to prevent
capital from being applied to any other object; I think that the first object
really was to get labour. :

6801. Chairman.] With respect to the rate of wages, you have stated that
the rate of wages which were given when you were in the West Indies was
about 1.s.'4 d. per task ?—It was so.

6802. Supposing that a sufficiency of labour could be obtained at that rate
of wages, would the West Indian planter be able to compete successfully with
Cuba and Brazil under existing circumstances ?—-I think perhapshe might with
the existing rate of protection. I think that the wages must come still lower
before he can compete on perfectly equal terms with Cuba and Brazil. I beg
to observe, that the rate of wages has not heen reduced.
6803. The rate of wages remains now what it was when you were in the

West Indies ?—-A trifling reduction has been effected in British Guiana; in
other colonies, [ believe a certain reduction has been effected, but in British
Guiana the attempt which I was mainly instrumental in originating, and I must
say against the feeling of most of the planters, has certainly not been success-
ful. 1 have before me the two latest letters which I have received on the sub-
ject from the managers of my. own two estates, and I will read to the Com-
mittee what they say. One of them says on the 16th of April 1848, “1 have
not any more cheering accounts to give you concerning our present position or
prospects, than I communicated in my last. The reduction to 1s. has been
abandoned, and even at a guilder,” that is, 1s. 4 d., the old rate, “labour is dif-
ficult to be procured. Little has been done on Highbury since your departure,
in the way of field labour.” ‘That is the statement of one of my managers.

6804. From what estate is that ?—That is from Highbury.
_. 6805. Is that the one near the coast >—No; that is the one up the river, but in
the vicinity of the settlement which I spoke of, Light’s Town. The other
manager, writing on the 3d of May 1848, goes more at length into it; he says,
“ Having in reality done so very little work on the estate since you left Berbice,
it scarcely affords me matter to form a letter to you. You are aware of the
position we were in when you left here, and which continued until the middle
of February, the gangs obstinately refusing to work at reduced wages or in-
creased tasks, the grass in the meantime getting the better of the young
canes, and.the ripe canes in front being spoiled from remaining uncut, and
over-ripe, so I thought it far better to cut those off and save them; even
althoughwe did not carry out the proposed reduction, still we got a slight

increase on the original task at cane-cutting, viz., a 16 feet cord instead of 15
feet, as before.” . They cut canes much in the same way that wood is cut in
this country, in cords of a certain length, and piled a certain height : “ We
made from the canes in front of the works about 70 hhds. of sugar (but of an
inferior quality from the canes being over-ripe), and from one of the fields 1
planted last, No. 37, nine acres, which yielded about 14 hhds., and this was
nearly all the work we had done since the ist of January 1848. We have
made no sugar in April, as I saw it was tantamount to abandoning the property
to go on making sugar and not attending to the young canes, we have there-

fore devoted this month to weeding; but I am sorry that we have not been able
to get as much of this work done as wasnecessary, arising from the uewilling-
ness of the people to perform their full tasks from the grass being so heavy,
combined with the irregular payment of their wages.” 1 beg to state that that

arose
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arose from the fact. of the bank not being willing to part with its money, owing,

to the state of the colony; he goes on to say, after speaking of the irregular

ayment of their wages: “ But the indifference of the people to thewelfare

of the estate is distressing to behold. I fear we have very much suffered in

our cultivation from the absence of all shovel labour to the fields, and also

from the young canes having been so long under grass; there are some of the

fields that I have not yet been able to weed since they were cut last year, and.

I believe if I were to abstain from grinding another month I should scarcely

get it done; s0 you may imagine the state we are in; the Creole labourers

seem to me to be worse and worse, indeed I seldom see any of them that used

formerly to work here; I believe they must be sleeping by day and prowling

about stealing at night.” That is his idea. : .

6806. That description of the state of cultivation on your property does

not correspond with the state in which you appear to have found it last year ?—

I think the whole of the deterioration has taken place within the last five

months; the colony was in first rate order when [ was there; the consequence

of the attempt to reduce wages has been almost a total cessation of work on

the part of the Creoles, and the canes have suffered exceedingly, because in

that climate the progress of weeds is very rapid, and there is no doubt that the

colony has suffered very great injury.
se .

6807. Do you attribute that injury simply to the circumstanceof an attempt

being made to reduce the rate of wages ?—Partly to that; I think also in some

degree to the pressure upon the money market out there, the difficulty of obtain-

ing money ; but almost entirely 1 would say to the want of labour, the difficulty

of getting labour at the reduced rate.

6808. Would there have been any difficulty in obtaining labour at the former

rate of wages ?—One of my informants states that labour is difficult to be pro-

cured even at the old rate of wages; that the people having becomedisinclined

to work, they wouldhardly return even when the old rate was offered them.

6809. The weeds having grown up in the manner in which your corre-

spondent describes them among the canes, must involve a very considerable

outlay to get the ground in good order again >—It will require a very consi-

derable outlay, and will materially reduce the production of sugar next year.

Among the old canes, which are fit for making sugar, the weeds do not signify,

but among the young canes which are just sprouting the sprouts are checked

by the weeds.
6810. Does it deteriorate the quality of the sugar >—I do not know that. the

weeds deteriorate the quality; the fact of the canes being over ripe, and standing

too long, very much deteriorates the quality.

6811. Is the quality of the sugar now produced in British Guiana equal to

what it was previously to the emancipation 1—No; it is very much lower in

quality, except in those cases where vacuum pans are employed, and where

machinery has been introduced for the purpose of improvingit.

6812. Where the same machinery has been applied is the quality of the

sugar equal to what it was 2—No; it certainly is 3s. or 4s. a cwt. lower in

quality than it was when the labour was more carefully given.

6813. Is it equal now to the sugar of Cuba ?—Certainly not equal to the

sugar of Cuba, which is prepared by the process of claying. It is as good, I

oink nearly as a great deal of the sugar which has recently been raised in

uba.
6814. Has the sugar recently raised in Cuba been of an inferior quality then

to what was raised formerly ?—All sugar that is obtained from canes planted

in virgin soil is for some time of an inferior. quality; the canes are more luxu-

riant, the juice is not so rich, therefore for several years the sugarwillbe in-

ferior to what it becomes afterwards, and I think that that has been the case

we a great deal of the new soil which has been taken into cultivation in

uba.
oo coe

6815. The plant becomes rank ?—Yes, and does not yield the same quality

of sugar. In fact the juices are so much more plentiful that they require-more

evaporation of the watery particles by boiling, and the influence of the fire acts

disadvantageously upon the quality of the sugar. ms

6816. Have you any observations to add :—No; I think there is nothing that

I need add.
SO
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Captain Michael Rimington, called in; and Examined.

6817. Chairman.| YOU have, I believe, been concerned in conveying emi-
grants from the coast of Africa to the West Indies '—Yes.

6818. On what occasions >—From British Guiana; I chartered my ship to
Sierra Leone for the purpose of conveying emigrants to Berbice in the early part
of the year 1846; two voyages which occupied me the 12 months.

6819. Mr. Barkiy.] You did not go from this. country then; you were taken
up in the West Indies to go to Africa and back ?—Yes.

6820. Chairman.j You chartered your ship for that purpose —I chartered my
ship with some four merchants in Berbice.

6821. Merchants or planters ?—Merchants and planters both.
6822. Did you, in accordance with that charter, proceed to the coast of Africa?

—Immediately.
6823. To what part ?—To Sierra Leone.
6824. Did you obtain sufficient emigrants to load your ship ?—I completed

the quantity which I was allowed to take by Government.
6825. What was the size of your ship ?—Four hundred and thirteen tons.
6826. What amount of negroes were you permitted to take in that ship ?—

Two hundred and fifty-nine, including adults and children ; about half of them
were adults.

6827. Were there any women ?—Yes.
6828. How many women ?—About 15 per cent.
6829. Was any proportion of females to males required by the Government?

—No.
6830. That was left entirely to your own discretion '—Not to my own discre-

tion; to the Commissioners in the port: there were not more females in the
Queen’s yard that were eligible to go.
Pan Were all those parties what are called liberated Africans ?—The whole
oI them.

6832. They were taken from what is called the yard ?—The Queen’s yard; a
sort of barrack.

6833. How long had they been there ?—About two months,
6834. In what condition were they in respect of health when you embarked

them ?—Very good indeed.
6835. Did you meet with any casualties in the course of that voyage ?—None

of any moment.
6836. In the first voyage, how many casualties did you meet with ?—Nothing

worth naming ; we had rather a long passage, from light winds and calms,
and getting off the coast in squally weather, which detained us about 15 days
on the coast.

6837. How many deaths had you ?—Only three.
6838. What was the length of the voyage?—-Thirty-five days.
6839. And you landed all your emigrants, with the exception of three, in Ber-

bice 1—Yes.
6840. Had you occasion to see anything of those people after they were

landed ?—-Yes. -
6841. Did they express any dissatisfaction at their change of condition ?—

None whatever.
6842. On the contrary, did they express satisfaction ?—They were perfectly

satisfied. .
6843. Were they immediately engaged as labourers?—Immediately.
6844. Had you any opportunity of seeing them after they had been engaged?

—I saw them about a fortnight after they were engaged; I saw several of them
who came into town. .

6845. Did you understand that they had conducted themselves with attention
to their duties, and that they had given satisfaction to their employers ?—I1 heard
nothing to the contrary.

6846. Have you any reason to suppose that they had given dissatisfaction ?—
None whatever; on the contrary; they were in the store of Messrs. Laing, two
hrothers, and they appeared to be so well satisfied, that they made the remark
tuo me, that they should be very glad indeed to get their matties, as they called
them, to the colony; their friends and relatives from Africa down to the colony.

6847. They
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6847. They considered, in fact, that the change in life had been highly ad-

vantageous to themselves ?—Very much so.

6848. Did they look forward to returning to Africa ?—That I did not ascer-

tain from them.
6849. From what part of the coast had the greater proportion of those people

been taken ?—Some of them had been taken from the Mozambique coast, brought

down from the Mozambique channel.

6850. And carried to Sierra Leone 1—Yes.

6851. And the others ?—There were some brought from the Bight of Benin,

near the Equator.
6852. There was a general cargo, in fact ?—Yes; between the Kroo Coast

and the Equator.
6853. With respect to the second voyage, did you return from Berbice a

second time to the coast of Africa during that year :—Yes.

6854. Did you return to Sierra Leone 2.—Direct to Sierra Leone, by the

same party who chartered me for the first voyage.

6855. Were you enabled to fill your ship with the same facility >—Not quite

so; we were detained longer than I expected we shouid be.

6356. How long were you detained ?—We were detained a month.

6857. From what cause were you detained:—There were very few in the

yard, and those that were in the yard were in a very sickly state.

6858. Were there a sufficient number in the yard ?—Not a sufficient number.

6859. And the number that were there were in a state of bad health ?—Not

in a good state of health.
6860. Were the emigrants which you ultimately took on board in a good

state of health ;—Very good. .

6861. What was the result of that voyage ?—We lost four.

6862. How many had you?—Two hundred and twenty-three; not quite so

many as on the first voyage.
6863. And you landed all except four ?—All exceptfour.

6864. Of the 223 how many were females?—Eleven per cent., the second

voyage. .
6865. Earl of Lincoln.] Is it not very unusual for a slave ship to have such

a proportion of females on board ?—Sometimes ; it entirely depends on cireum-

stances, whether there are many females in the barracoons; if there are, they

send them off; it is chance entirely. A

6866. In conveying the number of females was it your object to take as

many females as you could procure ?—There were not more in a proper state

of health to embark.
6867. Chairman.| You would have taken more if you could ?—We would

have taken more; there was no objection on the part of the Government to

allow the ship to take 20 per cent.
6868. Earl of Lincoln.] Would it have been the desire of the Government

that you should have a greater proportion of females than 15 or 20 per cent.,

if possible 7—Not more than 20 per cent.

6869. Chairman.| Not on the part of the Government?—I think we were

obliged to take 20 per cent., if they could.be procured, without any reference to

taking more or not; it was very seldom that we could get so many. For in-

stance, from Bengal I took Coolies, and from Berbice, and there the Governor

of India compelled me to take 15 per cent. of females. .

6870. Mr. Barkly.] But you had no instructions from your employer. in

Berbice as to obtaining any limited proportion of women ?—None.

_ 6871, Chairman.] Were those emigrants well conducted on board ?—Exceed-

ingly well indeed. _

6872. Had you any trouble or difficulty ?—None whatever.

6873. Were they under the direction of a bead-man?—None. _

6874. You consider that 800 would have been the proper number which your

ship could carry ?—Yes. . |
6875. Why did not you complete the number on the second occasion t---Be-

cause there were not more to take. a ,

6876. Where ?—From the Queen’s yard, we could not procure more. -

6877. Were you not permitted to obtain them from the resident black popu-

lation of Sierra Leone ?—Yes.

6878. Did you attempt to procure any ?—-We did; you geta certain number
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upon your list for leaving the colony, and when the time arrives for them to
leave, if they get a little advance from the merchant to whom the ship is
consigned, they generally like to play tricks, and get away just before the ship
is starting.

6879. Viscount Brackley.| The females, as well as the males, had all been

taken irom captured vessels ?—Yes, they were all captured negroes.

6880. Chairman.] What was the result of that cargo; did you see them

landed at Berbice ?—Yes.
6881. And immediately engaged ?—Immediately.
6882. Did you observe the same satisfactionon the part of the emigrants in

regard to their change of condition '—Yes; [ saw several more of them, be-

cause I was detained much longer in Berbice,

6883. And you saw no circumstance which led you to doubt that they were

much better off, and that they were aware they were much better off than if

they had been left in Africa ?>—They all appeared to me to be perfectly satisfied

that their condition was very much improved.

6884. Was the contrast which they instituted a contrast between their then

position and the condition they had been in in Sierra Leone, or between their
condition in the West Indies and in their native country ?—They were very
much better, I should say.

6885. But did you understand that they made the comparison between their
state in those two cases ?—They remarked that, they were much better fed, and-
they got money to buy them good clothes, that appeared to be the great object

that they were looking at, getting money to buy them nice clothes; they bought
them in my presence at two or three of the stores in the town, and they appeared

to be quite satisfied to think that they were enabled to do so from their little
earnings.

6886. You did not learn that they had wandered about the country and fixed
themselves as independent settlers ?—No, I heard nothing of that; my stay in
the colony was not sufficient to allow me to ascertain that.

6887. On you return the second time, you must have seen something of what

had taken place with regard to those whom you had first conveyed ?—I saw

several the second time, and they all appeared perfectly satisfied; not one of
them wished to return.

6888. From your experience of introducing emigrants from the coast of

Africa, do you think favourably of that means of supplying the West Indies with

labour ?—Yes.
6889. De you think favourably of it with regard to the owners of property in

the West Indies, and with regard to the men whom they employ ?—Decidedly.

6890. Some information has been laid before Parliament relative to the great
loss of life which has attended the introduction of emigrants to the West Indies

from the coast of Africa; are you acquainted with any of those facts :—None
whatever.

6891. Did you ever hear of the great loss of life in the “Growler” ?—No,

only by public papers; occasionally [ have seen it in our own papers. I never

ascertained what has been the cause assigned for it.
6802. You met with very few losses?—No losses whatever, comparatively

speaking, there were but six in the two passages; our last passage down was

an extraordinary passage; we ran down in 19 days from Sierra Leone to Berbice;

in fact we had scarcely a sick man on board the ship.
6893. Do you think that if those cargoes of emigrants who suffered so

severely in the voyages referred to, had been embarked in a good state of health,

and had been properly cared for on board, they would have been exposed to

those casualties ?—I think that if they had departed in good health, certainly

they would have arrived in much the same state; on board the ship it is sowell

managed; there is a medical man, and every comfort on board the ship; they

are taken care of much better than in the Queen’s Yard.
6804. You do not think that it is a reasonable or legitimate objection to the

supply of the West Indies with labour from the coast of Africa, that thoseacci-

dents have occurred ?—No.
6895. You state that you only lost six in all ?—That is all.
6896. Was there any illness ?—There was some trifling disease that Africans

are subject to, such as dysentery, two or three days; but I had a very skilful

medical man on board the ship; in fact, we were very well equippedaltogether
with
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with our crew, and I myself attended very strictly to the comforts of those

people, because I felt deeply interested in the colony.

6897. You would have no hesitation, after the experience which you have

had in conveying Africans to the West Indies, in taking any number on board

without any great fear of loss of life arising on the voyage >—None whatever.

Isee no difficulty in carrying emigrants from the coast of Africa to the West

Indies, with scarcely losing a life, if the ship is properly managed.

6898. Do you apprehend no difficultyfrom the disorderly habits of the Afri-

cans themselves ?— None whatever.
6899. From whatever part of the coast they came?—It matters not. The

second quantity of people that we took down had been landed only a month pre-

viously to their embarkation on board of my ship; many of the people were in

rather a bad state of health, but from the great care of my doctor we only lost

four.
6goo. Were those the men who had been carried from the eastern coastof

_ Africat—Yes.
6901. Mr. Barkly.] Did you find that there were any obstacles in Sierra Leone

to getting the people out of the Queen’s yard?—There was some little objection

ou the part of the Governor; the second voyage, the Governor’s secretary being

the pro tempore Governor, there was some little objection to myself and my

medical man going into the yard to makea selection of those people.
6g02. Did the system of apprenticing the people out of the Queen’s yard to

Africans already settled in Sierra Leone, exist at the time you were there :-—

Yes.
6903. Was any fee or payment received for that apprenticeship, do you know,

by the authorities?—Not that I am aware of; there wasa decided preference

given by the Governor to the merchants and the inhabitants of the town, which

was the object, as we found out, of their being prevented going by the Governor.

6904. Chairman.] The authorities in the colony preferred that those liberated

Africans should be apprenticed to persons resident in Sierra Leone to sending
them to the West Indies ?—Decidedly so.

6905. Do you know the state of the population of Sierra Leone; do you

know the general condition in which they are?—They are in a very good con-
dition.

6906. Do you think that the liberated Africans who are apprenticed to the

inhabitants of Sierra Leone are better off than they would be in the West Indies?
-—Decidedly not. :

6907. Are they so well off ?—Not so well off.
6908. Do they get as good wages ;—No.

_6909. Mr. Barkly.] Do they get any wages at all when. apprenticed ?—
es.
6910. Chairman.] Should you say that they were in circumstances as favour-

able for their general improvement in civilization in Sierra Leone as in the West
Indies ?—Decidedly not.

6y11. Do you think that in every respect their going to the West Indies isa
change for the better ?—Certainly it is; from that of being a slave in the yard
their situation is decidedly better, being an apprentice of the merchants or any
of the inhabitants of the colony at Sierra Leone.

6912. Sir E. Burton.] You think that they are better if they are apprenticed
the inhabitants of Sierra Leone, than if they are kept in the yard ?—~Much

etter. ,

6913. And do you think that they are better after they are taken to the West
Indies than if they are apprenticed to the merchants in Sierra Leone ?—Much
better off.

6914. Chairman.| Is their condition very miserable in the yard ?—Not so
much so; they get a sufficient quantity of food, but not so plentifully as they do
when they are in town employed as labourers there or apprentices.

6915. Mr. Barkly.] I suppose the way in which you happened to see those

people on your return to the colony was that they came down to the store kept
by the Messrs, Laing, who were the consignees of the vessel which you com-
manded ? —Yes.

6916. You were in the habit of going to their counting-house, and those
people were in the habit of coming to make their purchases ?—~Frequently ; I
saw severai of them.
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6917. Did they seem to be in possession of money 2—Yes, they apparently
were quite delighted in seeing their masters, the two brothers.

6918. You saw a great difference in the description of clothing that they

wore?—Yes, it was very inferior on board ship; they do not require much

clothing on board ship.
6919. In what were they clothed when they came down to the town to make

their purchases ?—'They were very well clothed.

6920. Chairman.] Are they rather fond of smart clothes r—Very.

6921. Do they lay out a larger proportion of their money in clothes than an

English labourer would do ?>—Yes, more so, certainly.

6922. With respect to their physical condition and their apparent well being,
did you think that they were im proved after having been in the colony ?—Very

much improved ; they were very different people altogether; they were cleanly

and well dressed, and apparently always with a smile upon their countenances:
they seemed quite happy.

6923. Altogether it was a gratifying duty to perform to convey those people

from the state in which they were, in Africa, to the state in which they were

placed in the West Indies?—Very gratifying; I was particularly gratified in

seeing them and knowing that they were so happy and comfortable.

6924. Viscount Brackley.) They had acquired a certain degree of civilization

in Sierra Leone previously to embarking, had they not ?—Certainly, for the
short time that they were in the yard; they could speak very little English,

merely yes or no. .

6925. Can you state to the Committee the rate of wages at which they were

hired when they arrived at Berbice ?—That I do not know exactly.

6926. Was it the usual rate of wages 7—The usual rate of wages; there was

no difference between them and the Creoles of the colony. .

6927. Chairman.] You mentioned that you had been engaged in carrying

Coolies?—I brought a cargo of Coolies down to the Mauritius from Calcutta,
after conveying the Coolies back from British Guiana to Calcutta.

6928. Did you find them as tractable on board ?—Very.
6929. Perfectly tractable ?——Very much so indeed.

6930. Did they suffer in health from the long voyage ?>—They did very

much. I lost 35 out of 280; it was very easily accounted for.

6931. Did you see any of them located in the colony ?—I took them from the

colony. Iam speaking of those whom I took from British Guiana up to Cal-

cutta, after having performed their apprenticeship in British Guiana.
6932. Had you any opportunity of seeing the Coolies who were allocated in

British Guiana ?— Yes.
6933. In what condition were they ?—Very good.

6934. Did they appear to be satisfied with their change ?7—Very much se

indeed.
6935. Should you say that they were as well satisfied as the Africans were ?—

Quite as well.
6936. Mr. Bardly.] Did not those people take back a large sum of money

from British Guiana ?—They deposited in my possession 32,000 dollars.

6937. Chairman.] How many men?—There were 280 of them.

6938. Do you know any instance of the Africans returning after having been

engaged as labourers in the West Indies ?—I took back some as delegates.

6939. How many did you take ?—Six the first passage, and 15 the second.

6940. You call them delegates ?—Yes.
6941. By whom were they delegated ?—By the charterers in the colony; they

sent them back asa proof of the situation of the colony, and how they were

treated, and prepared to state to any persons in the town of Sierra Leone that

were disposed to leave it, who understood the English language, that their con-

dition would be very much improved if they came down to the colony.

6942. They did not go as delegates from the labouring population, they went

as delegates from the employers of labour ?—The employers of labour; two or

three from each estate were selected for that purpose.

6943. Mr. Barkly.| I suppose they required to receive wages during the time

that they were on that errand :—Yes.

6944. Therefore it would be hardly possible for the labourers to senddele-

gates unless they were prepared also to pay them wages during the period of their

absence >—No; they were sent back by Messrs. Laing, and two other gentlemen.
6945. Chairman.|
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6945. Chairman.| Did you understand that they went with the goodwill, and

the wish of the labouring immigrants ?— It was with their concurrence also, as

well as the proprietors ot the different properties.

6946. You understood that the labourers themselves took an interest in the

mission of their countrymen to the coast of Africa:—Yes, very great.
6947. They deem it very desirable for the benefit of their countrymen that

they should be made aware of the favourable circumstances in which they could

be placed in the West Indies ?—That was the impression which they had.

6948. You entertain no doubt about that?—Not the slightest doubt what-

ever.
6949. Mr. Barkiy.] Do you know whether any of the people were desirous

of sending to their own country, to that part of Africa from which they had

been originally taken as slaves, to let their fellow-countrymen know the advan-

tages which would result to them from coming to the West Indies ?—I do not;

I do not recollect an instance of that kind.

6950. Chairman.] To what part of the coast of Africa were those men sent?

—'o Sierra Leone ; there were some three or four Kroomen among them.

6951. Then they were sent as delegates to the liberated Africans ?—The libe

rated Africans that were located in and about Sierra Leone.
6952. To that general population of Sierra Leone 7—Yes. -.

6953. Do you know anything of the result of that mission ?—It did not suc-

ceed certainly; we carried our people from the Queen’s yard; those delegates

had no permission whatever to go into the Queen’s yard; they were prohibited

going into the Queen’s yard.

6954. By whom ?7—By the authorities.
6955. And they produced no effect upon the free Africans in Sierra Leone?

—To a very small degree; they looked upon them with rather a jealous eye ;

they thought that they came for the purpose of inducing them to go toa colony

which they knew nothing at all about, and that they had some interest in getting

them to the colony; that was the impression which they had.
6956. Was that a spontaneous feeling on the part of the Africans, or was it

promoted, do you think, by any representations made to them on the partof

others?—I think, in a great measure, it emanated from various sources; the

missionaries as well as the merchants themselves; they have a great objection

to emigration from Sierra Leone.
6957. Do you think that they are aware of the improved circumstances in

which those Africans are placed in the West Indies ?—They are so far aware of

ihem that if they encouraged it they would lose all their population in. and

about Sierra Leone, who do all their manual work and cultivate their. estates.

You are aware that with those people in Sierra Leone it takes some time before

they become naturalized and can speak the English language; and when they

understand the language, and become labourers of the soil there, it is a very

hard case, on thepart of the planters and the merchants, that they should lose

those people ; therefore they hold out every inducement to them to remain, and

not to leave the colony: , ~

6958. After having trained them, and taught them the English language, and

instructed them in some of the-arts of civilized life, they look upon it as a‘hard-

ship to be deprived of the benefit of their services ?—Certainly; there is a very

great objection to our getting the liberated Africans after they have been settled

for some two or three years; very few of them are inclined to leave. The

people that we do get from the coast of Africa are principally captured Africans

that come from the Queen’s yard. . -

6959. TheAfricans living in Sierra Leone looked upon the statements made

by those delegates as a design to entrap them ?—-Yes, quite so.

6960. And therefore they refused to go 7—Yes. os :

6961. They did not believe the representations made to them ?—The mission-

aries and the merchants were generally very hostile to their leaving; they looked

upon us with a very jealous eye indeed, both upon me and my doctor, as trying

to induce those people to leave the colony, which was not the case. Certainly

we would rather get people who could speak our own language, and people who

had been brought up upon land, and who understood the cultivation of land

though to a very small degree in Sierra Leone, to go to the West Indies, than

captured Africans.

6962. You would have given a decided. preference to the Africans settled in
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Sierra Leone ?—Most certainly; that was our object; but there were very few

instances of their leaving.
6963. Mr. Barkly.| What became of the Kroomen whom you mentioned that

you took back, did they remain at Sierra Leone ?—They did; they had made

some considerable money in the colony ; but I understood from them that there

would be no difficulty in getting Kroomen from the coast, if I would run the

ship down to the coast.
6964. Sir R. A. Inglis.) What number of Kroomen did they tell you that

you might obtain if you tovk your ship down to their coast ?—A complete cargo,

6965. By “a complete cargo,” do you mean as many as 300 ?—As many as

the ship was allowed to carry, 300.
6960. From your observation of the state of the colony of Sierra Leone, do

you believe the persons there to be in such a state of actual comfort as to justify

their unwillingness to exchange their certain enjoyment for the uncertainty of an

expedition across the Atlantic ?—Decidedly so; that was their feeling.

6967. The question was not as to their feeling, but as to your impression of

the actual benefits of their existing condition, compared with any benefit which
they might derive from the removal :—Certainly I think that they would derive

much greater benefit by emigrating to the West Indies.

6968. Have you attended public worship in Sierra Leone at the time when
those Africans were present ?-—Yes.

6969. Will you state to the Committee what was your impression in respect to
the attendance, as to the number and decorum of the black population ?—They

attended very largely, and apparently, I thought them a very devout race of

eople.
P 6970. Would they receive any corresponding advantage in those parts of the

West Indies to which you desired to remove them ?—Equally so.

6971. But they formed part of a congregation, or of different congregations

in Sierra Leone, and you would consider that the disruption of such a tie might
be one of the considerations which would make them unwilling to quit Sierra

Leone and to go to a strange country ?—I think that certainly that would

operate very much in favour of it, that they would rather remain where they
were.

6972. When you say that the missionaries were opposed to their removal, is it

or is it not your opinion that the missionaries in such opposition exercised a dis-

cretion which the pastor of any congregation would fairly exercise, whether his
people were in Sierra Leone or elsewhere ?—Certainly.

6973. You do not therefore blame the exercise of the discretion, though you
regret the direction which it took ?—I certainly do not blame it; a clergyman
wishes to keep his flock as much as he possibly can near him and about him,
and I believe that his subsistence exists in a great measure from those people
remaining in the colony. I have been given to understand that they contribute

very largely indeed to support the church, and therefore he would feel it his

duty to recommend them to remain.
6974. Do you speak of that from your own knowledge and inquiry upon

the spot, or from a general impression of what was likely to be the case ?—It is

my own opinion while on that spot, from what I saw of them there, and from the
information that I collected from two or three clergymen in the colony.

6975. Is it in your power to compare the state of Sierra Leone in the present
year with its state 10 years or 20 years ago, or at any preceding period ?—I
should say it is very much improved.

6076. Have you had an opportunity of seeing it?>—Yes.
6977. The persons whom you describe as attending in such numbers, and

behaving so devoutly, were slaves liberated from the holds of slave ships and

placed in Sierra Leone in periods varying from the past year to perhaps 10
years back, is that so ?—Yes.

6978. When liberated from the holds of slave ships they were probably

among the most degraded and the most unhappy of the human race ?-—No
doubt whatever of it.

6979. So far, at least, as degradation is unconnected with guilt on theirpart?
ry

—Yes.
_ 6y80. And you now represent them as a peaceable and happy community,
living decently and orderly, and attending Divine worship regularly ?-—Quite
30; a more satisfied race of people I never saw in the West Indies than what

they
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they are in Sierra Leone, with this exception, that they are not rewarded ac-

cording to their labour ; they are paid very poorly indeed; and I remonstrated

with two or three clergymen there, and stated that if they were to change

jheir situation and go down to the West Indies, how very much better off

they would be in making more of their daily labour than they do in Sierra

Leone. They immediately replied, “We do not agree with you there; we

think and we know, for we have ascertained it, that they are not so well

treated in the West Indies as they are in Sierra Leone.” 1said, “ From what

cause?” “ We have read of several instances which occurred some years back.”

Lsaid, “No, it is not the case now; their condition in the West Indies is just

as good as it is here, and, in fact, better with regard to their work, for they

are paid better for their daily labour; and with regard to their religious duties;

I must say, and I teil you candidly, that they are equally as well off there

as at Sierra Leone.”
6981. Whatever be the relative amount of wages which may be earned in

Sierra Leone or in the West Indies respectively, do you wish the Committee

fo understand that with the wages received at Sierra Leone the labourers

are themselves satisfied ?—They are satisfied so far, that they do not know

the difference between Sierra Leone and the West Indies.

6982. And their wages, whatever they may be, are sufficient to provide them

with the decent necessaries of life ?~—So far that they get about 3d.a day.
6983. Are they in point of fact all of them clothed ?—They are badly clothed,

I shonld say.
6984. On Sundays, would you represent them as badly clothed’—-No; on

Sundays they are pretty well clothed, but not so well as they are in the West

Indies.
6985. Is there such a difference between the week day clothing and the Sun-

day clothing of the liberated Africans in Sierra Leone, as prevails amongst the

labourers of an agricultural village in this country ?—I should say they are not
dressed so well. ;

6986. Is there such a proportionate difference ?—I think there is a certain

proportionate difference.
6y87. Do you wish the Committee to understand that the labourer in Eng-

land is better dressed on the Sunday, as compared with his week day dress,

than the labourer of Sierra Leone is on the Sunday, as compared with his week

day dress ?—-1 think he is.
6988. The gaudy dress which is represented as prevailing in the West Indies

amongst the liberated population there, does not find a parallel in the dress of

the liberated African in Sierra Leone itself ?—No.

6985. Nevertheless, the parties in Sierra Leone are dressed better on the Sun-

day, and are dressed decently on the Sunday ?—Yes, they are dressed decently ;

but on the week days I certainly must say that they are very badly clothed.

6990. When you state 3 d. as the price of day labour in Sierra Leone, do you

wish the Committee to understand, that that is the price paid by Her Majesty’s

Government, for Government labour ?—I think they paythem something more;
about 4d. or 5d.a day.
_ 6991. Is this rate of wages limited to agricultural labour, or do you find that

it prevails even in what may be called mechanical labour'—There is no

mechanical labour of any amount; it is prineipally agricultural labour, but in

a very different way to what it is in the West Indies; the produce in Sierra

Leone is so trifling; it is only ginger and provisions, and those kind of things,

ms therefore their labour is very trifling, compared to what it is in the West

ndies.
6992. Had you an opportunity of knowing what was paid to the wood-cutters

for cutting timber for the use of the navy 7—No. The African teak is a very fine

wood indeed; but that is all done by the Kroomen. There are no people in

Anica employed in felling of that timber but Kroomen ; and they load the ships

with it.
6993. Can you state what wages the Kroomen receive 7—I think for that

work they receive at the rate of 3 s. a day.
6994. Mr. Barkly.] The Kroomen, I suppose, even in Free Town, obtain

much higher wages, when employed by the merchants there, than the liberated

Africans They are employed for all the heavy work, such as carrying water

on board ship; and all our ships of war employ them to save the white people.
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6995. Admiral Bowles.] There are a certain number on board?—Yes.

6996. Mr. Barkly.] Did any part of your crew consist of Kroomen ?—No,
6997. Sir R. H. Inglis.] Do you find the Kroomen apt for agricultural labour

as well as for ship service ?—Not so much go; they are a very strong, hale,

hearty, athletic people, more adapted for heavy work, such as pulling boats and

sailing schooners, and things of that kind; they would be very good for

trenching, or anything of that sort, but they do not like any trifling work,

They are very like the navigators.
6998. Have you had any experience of the Fishmen ?—None.
6999. Do you conceive that any adequate number can be removed, either of

Kroomen or of Fishmen, or of any persons having free liberty of action, from the

coast of Africa to the West Indies, so as to compensate the deficiency of agri-

cultural labour now experienced in the West, Indies ?—As far as I have heard
and know the Kroo Coast, I think that they might be supplied to a very great
extent from there.

7000. Will you state what extent is in your mind, in the answer which you

have just given ?—I merely draw my inference from some of my own people

that 1 had on board, who arrived with me, after having been detained in Sierra

Leone for some four or five weeks. ‘They said to me and my doctor, “If you

go down to the Kroo Coast, I will engage tp fill your ship in three or four
days.”

7001. The question had reference to the aggregate number whom you might’

be able by yourself, and by other gentlemen similarly engaged, to induce to go
to the West Indies in the course of a given year?—I cannot say the quantity;

I have no idea.
7002. Are you aware of the number of slaves imported into Brazil in the

course of the last year?’—No, J am not; I do not recollect; I have read that

there were a great number.

7003. If it be assumed that the culture of sugar in Brazil exhausts 60,000

lives every year, or at least requires the employment of 60,000 fresh slaves

every year, is there any reasonable hope that a commensurate number for the

wants of the British West Indies can be introduced of persons bond fide free?

—I rather doubt an attempt at that quantity.
7004. Do you wish the Committee to draw a conclusion, that if the supply of

free labour, admitting the term in its largest sense to apply to the Kroomen, can

be only a certain proportion of the amount of slave labour introduced into the

rival countries of Brazil and Cuba, there can be any fair competition between

British free labour in the West Indies, and slave labour in the countries desig-

nated ?—~I think there can be no doubt that if we could get sufficient numbers of

people from the coast of Africa into the West Indies, we should be able to com-
pete with them. .

7005. The question assumed, as a conclusion from your former answers, that

we could not get an adequate supply of free labour; upon that conclusion the

question was addressed to you; do you wish the Committee to draw another

conclusion, namely, that, with the imperfect supply of free labour, the British

colonies cannot compete with the sugar produce of slave labour ?—That is

a question which I am scarcely able to answer, not having sufficient knowledge

of the position exactly.
7006. Mr. Barkly:] Never having been permitted to go to the Kroo Coast

for emigrants, you have no knowledge, yourself, of the extent of emigration

which could be obtained ?—No, I merely speak from hearsay.
7007. Sir R. H. Inglis.| Do you know at all the population of the Kroo

Coast ?—-I do not. .

7008. Mr. Barkly.] Do you know any country in the world (and you have

visited a great many) which enjoys such advantages for sugar cultivation as

British Guiana ?—None. : :
7009. Chairman.| Have you ever been in Cuba ?—Yes.
7010. Do you consider that British Guiana is as much favoured by natural

circumstances for the production of sugar as Cuba ?-—Quite so.
7011. Admiral Bowles.] With regard to the comparative sort of labour in the

West Indies and Sierra Leone, there is no sugar cultivation in Sierra Leone at
all, is there ?—None. oo

7012. Then of course they work much harder in the West Indies ?—Yes, and

they are better paid for it; and I should y that their situationaltogetheris
much
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much more comfortable than it is in Sierra Leone, inasmuch as after a few years

they make a sufficient sum of money to enable them to buyalittle land, and

settle on it themselves.

7013. How long have you known Sierra Leone?—I have known it for some

14 or 15 years.

7014. Is it improving 2>—The town is very much improved, but not the

colony.
nol x. Is there any increase in the population ?—Very little increase.

7016. Chairman.} Do you think Sierra Leone a highly moral place ?—Quite

the contrary.
7017. Notwithstanding the devotion of the people in the churches ?—It is a

very extraordinary thing, but I think quite to the contrary.

7018. Do they frequent the churches very much ?—Two or three times my

curiosity led me to go into them; they all appeared to be very devout; but I

ascertained quite to the contrary, that it is more show than anything else.

7019. They like to go and exhibit themselves in church ?—That. is it; and

the heavy contributions which are laid upon them from time to time absorb

nearly all their little earnings.
.

7020, Admiral Bowles.| Are the parties chiefly dissenting missionaries ?—

Dissenting missionaries. The Church of England, I am sorry to say, is very

badly supplied indeed. I went into it twice; the first time there were only 27

ersons, and the last 32 in our own church,—in a church which cost something

like 10,0002 or 12,0002. Such was the state of Sierra Leone. If you go into

any of the chapels they are crowed to excess.

7021. Chairman.] They are dissenters from the Church of England ?—Yes.

7022. Admiral Bowles.| Is there only one principal church in Sierra Leone?

—One principal church ; there are a great many chapels of ease. The principal

church, I should say, would certainly hold all the white population if they telt

disposed to go, and the greater part of the black population in the town. Sierra

Leone is a very small town; it has very few inhabitants, comparatively speak-

ing. From the time it has been settled you would suppose that there would

be fifty times as many as there are.

7023. Is the country well cultivated ?—Quite to the contrary.

7024. Chairman.] I understand you that you think their moral condition

would be much improved by going to the West Indies ?—I am sure of that.

+025. You do not think them very moral in Sierra Leone?—I should say not

so much so as they are in the West Indies.

7026. Mr. Barhly.] Are they not most of them recently converted heathens -

—Yes.
:

7027. Therefore, their imaginations, perhaps, are a little more touched than

their hearts ?—Perhaps so.
;
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7031. When did you leave the coast of Africa?—In March 1847.
7032. You are consequently very well acquainted with the state of society in

Sierra Leone 1—I have 17 years’ acquaintance.
7033. What is the moral and religious condition of the population of Sierra

Leone ?—-I should say, taking into consideration the character of the population
and the circumstances under which they were brought, most remarkably good.

7034. Ascompared with similar communities ?}—Yes.
7035. Are you acquainted with the people of this country ?—I have some

acquaintance with this country, with the villages; I have travelled in Engiany
somewhat ; I have a large acquaintance with the slave states of America.

7036. As compared with the slave states of America, what should you say was.
the condition of the people of Sierra Leone :—-Thére is no comparison as to the
character and conduct.

7037. With respect to the orderly conduct of the people, what is their general
demeanor ?—I think all the public officers there must say it is the most orderly
and quietly governed colony in Her Majesty’s dominions.

7038. Are there many schools in Sierra Leqne?—There are 17 day-schools,
connected with the Church Missionary Society, and about 26 Sunday-schools.

7039. Are they well attended :—Uncommonly so.
7040. Are the churches well attended ?-—They are quite filled on the Lord’s

day. .
7041. By whomr—By the liberated African population; there is very little

other besides them.
7042. What may be the numbers of the liberated African population?—

T should saya little under 50,000, not beyond; a very little under 50,000 at
the present time.

7043. Do you consider that the larger portion of that population are Chris-
tians ?—I would not say Christians exactly. In the sense in which the term is
loosely used I would say quite so ; more than that.

7044. They are professing Christians ?— Yes.
7045. Are any large proportion of them well acquainted with the nature of

the Christian religion ?—There are 2,047 in full communion with the Church of
England in Sierra Leone.

7046. Should you describe their social condition as one of prosperity ?—
I should say that there every man can get something; there need be no suffering,
and no poverty there; and there is very little of it indeed, the means of livelihood
are so comeatable to every one of the community.

7047. Do you think that their social condition could be justly described as one
in a low scale of civilization ?—I cannot say so at all. I have a knowledge of
a governor who has been there, and who afterwards went to the West Indies,
and he tells me that he looks upon them as much better off than the same class
of people in the West Indies. -

7048. When did you get that information >—About a year ago.
7049. Had the gentleman who gave it to you been recently in the West Indies?

——He had been recently in the West Indies.
7050. Do you know what part of the West Indies ?—I think it was St. Vin-

cent, if I mistake not.
7051. Perhaps you would have no objection to give us his name ?—I do not

know that I have a right to use it; itis Colonel Sir Richard Doherty.
7052. Is there employment for the whole of that population in Sierra Leone ?

-—I think that we are too full; that new importations, certainly, of liberated
Africans, without extending our territory, are not to be desired. ~
-7053, Has it ever happened to you to become acquainted with parties who

have been to the West Indies, as labourers, and who have returned to Sierra
Leoue ?—I have with many; with numbers. . .

7054. What description have they given?—They say that they can make
more money in the West Indies; but that counting all things, they are rather
better off in Sierra Leone.

7055. In what respect hetter ?—That the means of living are so much cheaper.
7056. Although they received more money in the West Indies, it did not go

so far as in Sierra Leone ?—No.
7057. And therefore they considered that their economical condition was

not better ’—That it was not at all better, and many of them thought that
their moral condition was rather injured.

7058. Then,
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7058. Then, on the whole, they considered that the West Indies did not

ofler any inducementto them to return, or to their friends to go there?—

Quite so; I am speaking of those who have been settled in Sierra Leone; not

the newly arrived Africans, who do not know the state of the case.

7059. Lam speaking of those who have been to the West Indies, and have

returned to Sierra Leone ?~-Exactly so.

7060. From all that you have heard on the subject, do you concur in that

opinion ?-—I only can jadge from those that I have seen; they have come back

with money, many of them; I cannot say that the morals of those who have gone

there have been improved to any extent.

061. Have they been deteriorated, do you think 7—I think so, although they

come back apparently with more outward civilization.

7062. If you concur in opinion with the statements which they made, that

although they obtained more money, the money did not go so far, how do

you account for the fact of their bringing back sums of money with them i—

Many of them hold various responsible situations; they come over as agents to

get emigrants, and those very men, when questioned, will speak the truth, and

iell us that, though their situation is better, the majority of those who go over do

not bring that money back with them. A large number of persons constantly

come over as agents, sent by different persons.

7063. Sir E. Buston.] A sort of deputies 1—Yes.

7064. Chairman.] You consider that the money brought back by them is not

the earnings of their own labour ?—By no means; it is given to them in their

situations.
7065. Is there any disposition amongst the liberated Africans of Sierra Leone

wo leave that colony for the West Indies as labourers }—I cannot say for the West

ndies.
7066. For any other part ?—I think they would like to leave for other parts of

the coast of Africa.
7067. Sir E. Buzton.] Is the desire prevalent among them to return to their

own native countries ?—Quite so; it is so much the case that were they sure of

personal protection and security, I think we should have very few of the older

ones left in Sierra Leone.

7068. Chairman.) If they were secure of being protected when they settled in

their own country, you think that they would more generally return to their own

country ?—Yes; that they would emigrate.

7069. How does the proportion of females to males stand in the colony ?—It

is mach better now than it used to be. Free Town has a population 15,900 odd,

and 7,000 of those are females, but in the villages the proportion is much less

than that.
7070. Does that lead to immoral habits >—It has heretofore done so; the pro-

portions are very much altered of late years. .

4071. Viscount Brackley.| What is the population of the villages ?—The

whole population of the colony, I suppose, is a little under 50,000.

7072. And Free Town is the only town ?—It is the only large town; in the vil-

lages, there are in some 3,000, some 2,000, and some as low as 200.

7073. Sir R. H. Inglis.] How many villages altogether constitute, with Free

Town, the colony of Sierra Leone?—There are so many little hamlets that it

would be difficult to say; I know of 26 that we have intercourse with.

7074. There are 26 distinct places in which there are schools connected with

the Church Missionary Society ?—Quite so. a 3

7075. What is your observation with respect to the attendance of the liberated

African population at public worship ?—I should say,if you take into considera-

tion the other societies besides our own, the Wesleyans and the native teachers,

there are rather more than one-third of that population in church on the Lord’s

ay.
7076. Male and female :—Male and female, and children; in fact, you may

go into one or two villages and hardly find a single person at home; mothers,

infants and all are gone. .

7077. But even in Free Town, as a cunsiderable city, would you state that as

large a proportion as one-third would be found in the different places of worship

on the Lord’s day?—I should say more than one-third even in Free Town; the

Streets are quite deserted during the hours of public worship. _ 7

7078. Are you prepared to state to this Committee, from your own experience

"03+
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and observation as a minister of religion, that the conduct of the people forming,

for example, a portion of your own flock, may be considered consistent with their

attendance on such public worship ?—I am quite prepared to say that.

7079. As compared, first, with the standard of’ the Gospel, and, secondly, with

the example of other people similarly circumstanced ?—I am fully prepared to say

that, after 17 years’ acquaintance with that colony.

7080. And you pledge your character as a minister of the Gospel, to this Com-

mittee, that so far as you can read the hearts of men, and judge of their conduct, the
every-day conduct of the persons attending divine worship is consistent with their
apparent devoutness when so attending ?—I should say so, especially the commu-

nicants, with whom we have personal knowledge and constant intercourse.

7081. And the number of communicants exceeds 2,000 ?—-Two thousand and

forty-seven is the whole number at the present time.

7082. Is that as large a proportion as you would ordinarily find in congre-

gations of the same form of worship in other places ?—Much larger than I find

here.
7083. You have no reason from your experience, extending now 17 years, to

suspect that those who attend worship on the Lord’s-day in Sierra Leone are

making a mere profession of such worship:—I have no reason whatever.

“084. And if it were stated by any one that the behaviour of the people, though

apparently very devout on the Lord’s-day, is quite the contrary when they are not

in public worship, that “itis more show than anything else,” would you or would

you not wish this Committee to regard that as an accurate representation of the
fact 2—TI should use a stronger term than that.

7085. You have no reason to think that the object of the parties in going to

church is merely to “ exhibit themselves in church” ?—I cannot fancy such a thing
as that. 5

7086. Are you aware of any “heavy contributions” which are laid upon the
members of the Church Missionary congregations ?—There is no contribution at

all Jaid upon them; all is voluntary.
7087. Then if it be stated that “ heavy contributions” are laid apon those who

attend church from time to time, which “absorb nearly all their little earnings,”
you would wish this Committee to understand that that is not, according to your

view of things, an accurate representation of the fact ?—It is perfectly untrue.

7088. Sir E. Buxton.| They do contribute towards the support of their

ministers, do not they ?—They contribute to the funds of the Church Missionary

Society in various ways, but it is altogether voluntary; constraint would be out of

question with those people.
7089. Sir R. H. Inglis.) Does any proportion of what they contribute go to-

the individual income of the minister whom they attend ?—No part or proportion.

7090. Sir E. Bucton.] It all belongs to the general funds of the Church Mis-
sionary Society ?—Yes, and is fully accounted for in their Report.

7og1. Sir R. H. Inglis.] What proportion of the community of liberated
Africans in Sierra Leone may be regarded as belonging to dissenting congrega-

tions, including, if it be necessary, even the Wesleyan missionaries in that term;

in other words, what number of professing Christians are there in Sierra Leone

not belonging to the Church Missionary congregations?—I should say, about

one half.
7092. Can you subdivide that half amongst the different communions inSierra

Leone ?—There are so many offshoots from the Wesleyan missions that it would.

be difficult to subdivide it.
7093. Does the Wesleyan mission represent more than half of the half towhich

you have now adverted ?—It does so; the majority of those smaller sects are con-

fined principally to Free Town, the capital.
7094. What number are there who attend the worship of the ‘church of Rome?

—There are no worshippers there ; not professed worshippers.
7095. Then in point of fact, all are members of one or other of the Protestant

congregations -— Yes.
“096. Can you state to this Committee what is the general area of the prin-

cipal church in Sierra Leone; and secondly, what is the number of persons

ordinarily attending it. How many, in fact, would it contain, and how manydid

it contain on the last occasion of your being present at public worship there Pm

The principal church is the government church; the colonial church; that is very
large, but it is not well attended. By the black population it is prettywell

. attended5
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attended; but the body of the church divided into pews has scarcely anybody in

it; the galleries are generally filled, and the troops occupy a part of the charch.

7097. When you say it is generally not well filled, can you give any reason to

this Committee why that church is an exception to what you have described. to

be the state of other places of worship ?—Because they have not got the care and

attention of a resident minister so constantly as the Church Missionary chapels

have; the colonial chaplain, being a government officer, occupies a position with

regard to the people that we do not.

7098. In other words, do you wish the Committee to understand that he has

not what is called the cure of suuls?—He is looked upon rather as the chaplain

to the Government.
;

7099. And without having necessarily the superintendence of any portion of

the liberated population ?— Exactly so.

7100. If then it be said that on a given day there were no more than 32 persons

at one time, and 27 at another, the paucity so represented would be the conse-

quence of the particular character of that church as connected with the govern-

ment, and would not be a fair representation of the attendance of the people

generally at public places of worship '—Quite so.

7101. Can you give to this Committee any information as to the numbers who

may have attended, for example, that particular church in which you yourself

ministered ?—I should say that the average is between 500 and 600.

7102. Will you state at what hour in the morving the service first commences,

and bow long it lasts, and how many attend the morning service ?—It begins at

11 in the morning; first, there is the morning prayer from halt-past five to six

o'clock ; we do not call that a regular service.

7103. How many ordinarily attend that morning prayer?—It varies very

much.
7104. What is the smallest number ?—Thbirty to forty.

7105. What is the largest number ?—I should say 100.

“106. Then you come to the regular morning service at 11 o’clock; in your

own church, without pledging yourself to numerical accuracy, about what is the

smallest number that you recollect ever to have seen of your fellow worshippers?

—It depends upon the season, whether it is the rainy season or the dry season.

_7107. Take the smallest number :—I have never seen less than 200 at any

time.
“108. What is the name of the church to which you are now calling our atten-

tion?—It is called the Kissy Road Chapel.

7109. Does it belong to the village ofKissy :—It belongs to Free Town.

7110, But on the Kissy road?—Yes. :

7111. What is the distance from Kissy to Free Town ?—Three miles.

r 7112, Does that congregation belong by habitation to Free Town ?—To Free

own.
5113. The second public service is in the evening ?—In the evening, at half-

past six or seven. oo

7114. What is the smallest number whom you ever saw as your fellow wor-

rippers, at that period of the day?—I do not think I have ever seen less

than 150. :

7115. Can you state at all what is the largest number whom you have ever

seen 7—-About 400. .

7116. Without supposing anything like perfection in the conduct of any one

of them, was their general appearance devout and decorous ?—Most creditable.

7117. And you again state your conviction, asa responsible minister watching

over the souls of these people, that you have reason to believe that their general

conduct is consistent with their public profession?—I can state that on my

responsibility as a minister ; of course men are the same there as elsewhere. _.

7118. How many chapels of ease are there, or churches, in Free Town, other

than that principal church which you have described as the Colonial Church ?—

We have one finished andone building; in Free Town we have only one.

7119. Where do the white population generally go >To the Colonial Church,

when they do go.

7120. The expression which you have used in your last answer, ““ when they

do go,” implies that their attendance is not so habitual as you describe the attend-.

ance of the liberated African population; would youwish the Committee to draw

the conclusion to which your attention has just been called >—I have held. the

9.53. . ‘situation
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situation of acting colonial chaplain for six months, on two several occasions,
and I have sometimes seen not a single European in the church.

7121. Is there any town called Sierra Leone, as distinct from Free Town ?—

No; that is the name of the colony.
7122. If it be said then, ‘Sierra Leone is a very small town; it has very few

inhabitants, comparatively speaking,” do you cunsider that that is an accurate
representation of Free Town ?—Any thing but that.

7123. How long has Free Town been settled :—It was settled, I think, at the

latter part of the last century.
7124. That is a period of about 57 or 58 years. Would you consider that this

is an accurate representation of the state of things: ‘“ From the time it has been

settled, you would suppose that there would be 50 times as many.” Do you

conceive that that represents a correct view of the probabilities of the case;

vamely, that Free Town ought to be 50 times as populous as it is now, consider-

ing the period during which it has existed ?—{ think hardly so; whenI arrived

in the colony, Free Town had about 9,000 inhabitants, and it has now 15,000.

7125. Therefore it has nearly doubled during the 17 years in which you have

known it ?-—Yes.
7126. Have you ever been in the West Indies ?—Never in the West Indies.

7127. Your opinion, if you have formed any opinion, with respect to the
moral condition of the liberated Africans who have been removed to the West

Indies, and who have returned, and of the moral condition of their brethren.
whom they found there, would be founded, so far as relates to their condition
in the West Indies, rather upon report than observation ?—Quite so.

7128. Have you any reason to believe that the parties who have gone to the

West Indies were more moral in the West Indies than they have been in

Sierra Leone, before or after such immigration ?—From my knowledge of many,

they were more moral before.
7129. Would you say as a general observation, in reference to the state of mind,

and state of heart of the liberated Africans who have been placed under vour care, or

who have been under your observation, that “their imaginations are more touched

than their hearts,” in respect to religion?—I cannot say that with our own people.

_ 7130. On the contrary, you would state that, judging imperfectly, as all men

must judge of the state of their neighbours, you believe that their hearts are justly

affected ?—I quite believe that, or there would be no truth in our work if I did

not believe it. ;
7131. You have had no pecuniary interest in the instruction of the liberated

Africans other than that which you derived from the salary allowed by the Church

Missionary Society >—None whatever.
7132. And you have not been, in short, in any way dependent on the congre-

gation which you have instructed for any portion of your maintenance r—In no
way whatever.

7133. Your opinion, therefore, has been given to this Committee as the opinion

ofan ordained minister of our Episcopal Church, working for 17 years in Sierra

Leone, and that opinion is distinctly, that the people are as devout, as decorous,

as attentive in church, even more so, than many in our own country at home, and
that their conduct in the week-day is not inconsistent with their conduct on the
Lord’s-day ?-—That is my deliberate conviction.

7134. In addressing these questions to you, though they may be considered as
placing the phrases almost in your mouth, you wish the Committee to understand
that you formally and deliberately adopt them ?—I do.

7135. Sir E. Buxton.] There are, you say, 17 day-schools connected with the

Church Missionary Society —Yes.
7136. How many schools are there connected with other institutions r—It is

hard to say.
7137. About the same number, perhaps ?—TI should say so, taking themalto-

gether, in all the denominations.
7138. How many day-scholars have you in your school ?—-About 3000.

7139. How many Sunday scholars?—The day and Sunday schools make up

very nearly 6,000; between 5,000 and 6,000. |
7140. On the whole, there are under instruction in the schools between 5,000

and 6,000 persons ?—Yes, youths and adults.
7141. Your business is, that you are superintendent of the institution at Foulah

Bay ?—That is my present business.

 

7142. You
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7142. You have under your care there a considerable number of young men

who are preparing to be teachers or ministers [—I have.

7143. How many are there at present ?1—T left 10 in March last year; I have

had as many as 30.
7144. In what branches of education are they instructed ?—They are instructed

in all the usual brancbes ofeducation of young men preparing for that work.

7145. Will you state generally and shortly what those branches are ?—Arith-

metic and mathematics, with Greek; they are able to read. the Greek Testament.

7146. And do you find that those young men arc intetligent ?—I see no dif-

ference; but 1 am one of them myself. coy

147. Chairman.] You observe no mental disqualification in the black race¢

—None whatever. I have observed, though, a marked difference between the

children born in the colony and the: children brought in as little slaves; there

is a very marked difference in the capacity of those born in the colony; they are’

quicker and apter to learn than the others; that is my impression.

7148. Have you come to that conclusion upon the observation of a number of

cases ?-——Yes; I have had them brought to ine from the ship.. —

7149. And you think that there is a clear and marked distinction f—As.a-gene-

ral thing; of course there are exceptions. 9. : |

7150. As a general condition, you think there is a marked distinction in the

mental capacity of those who are born in the colony, as compared: with that of

those who are born out of it ?—I think so; and those brought in as little slaves

come in so depressed and so bowed down and. crushed, as it were, that it is a long

time before they recover from that condition. = “ oO oe

7151. There has been in those cases a good deal of physical: suffering—

A great deal in every case, almost, that.I have. had to do with. I am speaking

of my own personal knowledge.. Se oo

7152. Admiral Bowles.] Those born in the colony are born-of civilized and

educated parents, comparatively ?:—Comparatively so.

7153. Chairman.| Do you really make that distinction ; do you think that it

is the circumstance of their being born of African parents who have undergone

some training in the arts of civilization, or .is it equally true of those who have

been recently imported and have not had those advantages *—I think it is owing

to the circumstances.inwhich they are born ioSierra Leone; the influences by

which they are surrounded. oo, an

7154. Then you do not refer it to the physical condition of the children ?—

Partly to the results of a state of slavery on board the slave ship. . ~

7155. Do you refer the distinction which you have observed, to the physical

suffering of the children before they were introduced into the colony, or‘do you

refer it to the influential circumstances by which they are surrounded in the

colony ?—I refer it to the circumstances by which they are surrounded. _—

7156. And not to the physical suffering which the children may have under-

gone before they were introduced ?—That has certainly been an ingredient in it.

7157. But not the whole explanation t—No. a, oe

7158. Sir LE. Burton.| Have some of those young men whom you have taught

been ordained ministers of the Church of England?—Two are about. to be

ordained. Fos ce CS cd Bae

7159. And they are young men of good education and intelligence :—I have

the report of the principal of the college, at Islington, the Rev. Mr. Child, where

they now are, that they are quite equal to the majority of young men there.

_ 7160. Can-you tell us what is the amountof wages received for a day’s labour

nthe colony ?—It varies very much; the ordinary day labourers get from: 4 d.

o6d, a Po a a Ege

7161. Do you find the people industrious and willing to work -—Yes..

' 7162. For wages ?—For wages. Ss -

_ 7163. Provided they can get 4d. or 6d. are they willing to come and work con-

tinuously ?—The case is this; that most of the day-labourers are persons holding

little allotments of land; they will work part of the time, andpart of the time.

be at home upon their land; they would not work continuouslyfor any lengthened

period. , 7

_7164. A large proportion of the people raise sufficient food on. their own little

bits of land to support them 7—Quite so. a a

7165. Are the people well dressed ?—I think too well dressed. ;

7166. The same complaint then is made which is made in the West Indies, that

0453. they
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they are too fond of dress?—That is my own view of the matter, that they are
getting now too fond of finery. °

7167. And on Sunday do they come to church gaily dressed?—The women
have shoes and stockings, which is quite a change since | first went there.

7168, And smart bonnets ?—They wear black beaver hats, many of them,
bonnets are quite a novelty; they wear beaver hats, and handkerchiefs.

7169. And smart gowns ?—-As far as colour is concerned.
7170. What is the soil in Sierra Leone ?—It js rather a poor soil.
7171. And if the numbers in the colony of Sierra Leone are extended you

would recommend that the limits of the colony should also be extended ?—I should
say it is imperative upon the Government to do so.

7172. Are you aware whether any such productions as coffee or cotton. are
grown in the Government colony ?—Coffee grows there ; coffee is indigenous.

7173. Are you aware whether it has ever been cultivated with success ?>-—Not
to any extent; what is wanted in Sierra Leone is capital, and skill for its
direction.

7174. If the colony were extended to some of the rivers in the neighbourhood,
land might be found there which would be suitable for the cultivation of any tro-
pical productions ?—I have had acquaintance with the Brazilian commissioner some
years ago. He tells me that the land opposite on the Boolom shore is thoroughly
adapted to sugar; that it is fine sugar land.

7175. Have you been up any of the neighbouring rivers ?—I have been up the-
rivers Nunez and Pongus.

7156. Are there British merchants situated on those rivers ?—There are several,
~ and French merchants.

7177. Are those merchants anxious for the protection of the British squadron?
—Quite so; in fact they generally complain that they do not get the protection
from the squadron which they ought to have. °

7178. They are not sufficiently protected, ‘in their own opinion ?—Not suffi-
ciently protected.

7179. They want the presence of a man-of-war to afford them that countenance

which a man-of-war always does afford to merchants on the coast. Out of the
colony they are in a lawless state of things. -

7180. Have you seen anything of the slave trade in the neighbourhood of the
colony ?—I have seenalittle of it.

7181. Is it carried on to any extent now near Sierra Leone ?—Not near Sierra
Leone; there is some little trade from the River Pongus ; not much ; none nearer

to us than the Gallinas. oo
7182. Chairman.] The Sherboro?—That is the same thing ; the Gallinas and

the Sherboro; 150 miles. DO,

7183. Sir E. Buxton.| You say that deputies have come from the West Indies

to induce the people to emigrate from Sierra Leone to Jamaica, and other colonies?

—They have.
7184. Has the effect of their representations been such, that the people have

been inclined to go?—They are not at all inclined to go to the West Indies.
7185. The result of the evidence which they have received is, that they would

be practically not better off?—Not better off than they are at home. ——

7186. That is the opinion in the colony ?--That is the general opinion in the

colony. oo

7189. Have those deputies generally returned, themselves, to the West Indies?

—-Some of them have; they were obliged to go back, being deputies ; I do not

mean that they were constrained.
7188. And they had superior situations ?—They had.
7189. Have you seen anything of the liberated Africans who have arrived from

the slave ships ?—I have often been a witness of that sight; I was a Government

officer for many years ; the manager of a village to receive themonlanding. ..

7190. And you found them depressed and.in a very low state, both physically

and mentally ?—Both physically and mentally. . a

7191. Depressed in mind and body from the sufferings which they had under-

gone >—Yes. ;

7192. Did you find, that by kindness and good food and so on, they rapidly

improved¢—Very rapidly. ; oo

7193. That they were apt in learning the cultivation of the soil,. and civiliza-

tion in various ways?—It very much depends. upon the character of thetribe te
which
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which they belong; there are one or two of the tribes that are in a very low

scale.
7194. Are there many liberated Africans in the colony of Sierra Leone who

have amassed property ?—They own now the best houses in the best streets in

Sierra Leone. .

7195. Do many of them possess property —There are three that Imet with
aweek ago, who had come from Africa to import their own goods; I think in

a few years they will have the whole trade of the colony in their own hands.
7196. They have come to England, with money in their hands, to buy goods ?

—Yes, three men who were formerly landed there as slaves. : ;

7197. How long ago was it that they were landed there as slaves 2—One of

them, the eldest, I should say about 25 years; and the others somewhat less. The

two youngest were landed as boys.
7198. 1s it your opinion that the various stations in Africa, if they are to be

continued in prosperity, require the defence of the squadron ?—TI think they do,

indirectly ; I would not say directly, but the indirect influence of the squadron

is very great; the mere presence of. a man-of-war, coming into this river or that

river. .
7199. Do you think that there would bea fear, if the squadron were with-

drawn from the coast, that they would be liable to the ravages of the natives -—
Ishould. be afraid of it, especially if they gave up the colony of Sierra Leone;

I should be really afraid of the consequences. I mean ifthe British Government

gave it up, which J have heard talk of. . a ee

7200. Do you think it likely that a large number of emigrants can be obtained,
to go from the coast of Africa to the West Indies, either from Sierra Leone or

other parts ?— From my knowledge of the way in which large bodies of men can
be procured, I should say that it cannot be a voluntary emigration to any extent.

7201. Uo you think that a certain number ofKroomenmight be found to go?
—They might, but they would not.cultivate the ground. Se

7202. What is their occupation ?—They do everything but cultivate the ground ;

they are very hard working men indeed ; I never knew a Krooman cultivate the.

ground in Sierra Leone. -
7203. They are watermen?—On board of a man-of-war they are very useful ;

they are cooks and servants in Free Town ; they do everything but cultivate the
ground. a oe

7204. Are there many of them in Sierra Leone ?—I believe we generally have
about 700 in and about Sierra Leone, in the rivers and timber factories.

7205. When they come to Sierra Leone, do they settle there for life ?—No;
they come there principally to get money enough to go home and buy a wife, who
cultivates the ground for them. oe

7206. They are all heathens ?—They are in almost every case in Sierra Leone;
I never met with but one or two who were converted. There is an American
mission amongst them at Cape Palmas, which has been established for several
years now ; with what results I am hardly prepared to say; I have seen several
Kroomen who could read and write. a

7207. Have you such a knowledge of the Kroomen that you can state.to the
Committee whether they are freemen or not, in their own country ?—They are
free, as much as any African nation ean be free of the chief ; they are a very
independent people in Sierra Leone, the most so of any we have. DO

7208. When they first come to Sierra Leone, are they entirely free, or under
the management of a headman ?—They always come under the management of
a headman, who gets the better portion of their gains for several years, and then
they do the same with the younger ones.

7209. They serve a sort of apprenticeship?>—Just so.
7210. It is rather apprenticeship than what can be called slavery?—It is by

no means slavery, because they know when they come to Sierra Leone that they .
can claim English protection ; but I never knew a case where they did so. _
7210*, After a time they would become the headmen 2—After so many years.

7211. And work entirely for themselves ?—Yes; and go back with their
gains, a part of which goes to the chief for the procuring of a wife.

7212. Do many of the Kroomen marry in the colony ¢—I never knew but one
case,

7213. Are they a well conducted set of people generally’—They are very

noisy, very turbulent on shore; they live entirely by themselves. _ .

9.53. 7214. They
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7214. They are a resolute people, are not they ?—Very resolute.

7215. They live in one quarter of the city, by themselves?—Just so, |
should say that the residence of the Kroomen is the most immoral part of Free

Town ; they are great tlieves. oO
7216. And they bring neither wives nor children with them ?—No; they are

the people most in contact with Europeans on the coast.

7217. Is the food of different sorts which is used in Sierra Leonechiefly

grown there?—All is grown there but the rice; the rice to a very small extent,
7218. Where is the rice grown.?—In the rivers round about; much is brought

from the Pongus and the Nunez, and much from Sherboro.

7219. The soil of Sierra Leone itself is very little fitted for the growing of

rice?—Very little; it is two-thirds mountain land. .

7220. Do you think that so far as the soil will permit, the colony has made
good progress during the time that you have been there —I think so, consider-

ing the: many disadvantageous circumstances, the succession of different Gover-

nors, and the little attention really paid to the improvement of the colony here-

tofore ; it is only. of late years that anything has been done; the plan of dealing
with the African on his arrival is, that after six years he is turned over and lett
to doashecan.. Lo a

¥221. Mr. E. Denison.| From your knowledge ‘of the state of society in

general, through Africa, so far as you know it, do you think that there is not
much. chance of getting free emigrants to go to the West Indies from any part? -
—I should think not ; not out of British settlements. :
. 7222. Supposing Africans were to return from the West Indies, bringing infor-
mation, and.showing the results in their own persons, and inviting others to go
back with them, do you think that they would not be able to procure numbers
of volunteers in any part to go ?—I will only tell you theeffect. which it has had
on tribes round about Sierra Leone; when the traders come down .(and they

come down in large numbers) to bring goods to Sierra Leone, many of the per-
sons who bring the goods are slaves the knowledge of those people coming to
Sierra Leone has kept them away,..they will not cross the. river to come.overto
Sierra Leone; they keep on the other side. I think this could be done; if the
Government allowed free emigration from Sierra Leone, and vessels came down
for. natives, a large number of domestic slaves would take advantage of the
opportunity. ,

7223. Sir E. Buxton.] And run away ?—Yes. Se
7224. Mr. E. Denison.] Then it would not be with the good will of the chiefs,

and. of. the tribes from whom they came ?—No, it would not, because theywould
not benefitbyit.. a Pe re

7225. Do you think any arrangement could be made with chiefs and others,
to permit the passing of persons of. their tribe as emigrants ?—It would be vir-
tually buying them. - - : Ss Sot

7226. Do-you think that this state of things ‘prevails through a great portion
of the coasts of Africa ?—I quite think so, coastwise ; we have little knowledge
of any extent back in the country. ~ re

7227. There is no part of the coast more than another that you think would

be likelytoafford any number of free emigrants?—The Kroo Coast, I should say,
more than any other. a

7228. But you have said that the Kroomen are not men suited for field labour?

«Not in Sierra Leone; but they are: men very fond of money, and very large
numbers go together, not. knowing what they will do. _

7229. Still there are many things connected. with the Kroomen; first of all
their habits, and next their not taking their women with them, and so on, which

would not be likely to make Kroomen go out for any length of time to a foreign
country; is it not so?—-I think that no African would engage to go. away for a
very long time. -- . De,

7230. But for a term of years; three or five years ?—For a term of years.
7231, Then; any persons who should hope for a great free emigration from

Africa to the West Indies, in your opinion, would be deceived ?—I think:so, as
far as my knowledge of the coast. extends ; very much deceived. oo

_ 7232. Do you think if the British fleet were withdrawn from the coast of

Africa, that in those parts of the coast where the palm-oil trade and other

trades now prevail, slave trade would be likely to spring up again ?-—I thiak

almost immediately. oo -
7233. And
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233. And if slave trade were to spring up again, it is still a favourite trade in

the hearts of the people, is it not ?—It is with the chiefs.
7234. Would it be likely, do you.think, to injure and stop the legitimate trade?
—I do not see how legitimate trade could flourish under such circumstances on

the coast of Africa. . . .

. 7235. Then you-think that it is the forced suppression of the slave trade that

has set the legitimate trade first of all on foot ?>—That is my opinion. o

7236. And that it is not the legitimate trade which has put an end to the slave

trade 2—It is the combination ; legitimate trade has indirectly a very great:in-

fluence; it requires nursing. = oo me

_ 7237. Then you do not think that the legitimate trade has taken such root. in
any part, that if the fleet for the suppression of slavery were removed, the slave

trade would not again revive, and perhaps hurt the legitimate trade ?—As long

as the profits are so immense to those engaged in the slave trade, 1 do ‘not see

any chance for legitimate trade to flourish. 7 es

7238. Chairman.] You have stated in answer to a question just put to you by
the Honourable Member who examined you last, that any arrangement which

could be made with.the chiefs for the purpose of permitting the people of Africa’

to proceed to the West Indies as emigrants, would be in the nature of the slave
trade?—That is my opinion. a

7239. That it would be virtually purchasing them as slaves ?—Quite so.
7240. Would you make that observation, if you supposed. that these parties

proceeded with their own free will?—-No, certainly not. ng

7241. Then you assumed, when you gave that:answer, that the parties would

proceed against their will?—There is no other way of their coming away-in

fact; it would operate thus, that a large number of the domestic slaves would be

made use of and sent away upon that occasion. -

7242. But that observation would only apply to those who went against their
will ?—Yes. .

7243. Ifthey went with their free consent, you would not consider it a species

of slave trade ?—Certainly not, with their free consent, if it could be had. |

7244. Colonel Thompson.] How many do you think would ever go with their

free consent ; do you see a probability. of any considerable number going with

their free consent or not ?—I.see none but runaway. domestic slaves, a

7245. 1f there were any opening for the emigration of Africans, with their

own consent, to the West Indies, what do you think would. be. theeffect of, at

at the same time, removing the squadron ; if a voluntary emigration were begun

in any degree to the West Indies, what would be the effect. of then removing

the squadron on the coast of Africa ?—I should think it would: require to be kept
with still greater attention under those circumstances. ets

7246. Why would you wish the squadron to be kept ?—Because the very fact
of a voluntary emigration would be such a temptation to parties to get men,
that it would lead to the slave trade unless closely watched and superintended.

7247. Then do you think that one of the first steps-towards effecting a volun-

tary emigration from the coast of Africa would be to continue the operations of

the squadron against the slave trade?>—I think so. So es

7248. Do you think that it would be a reason for increasing the operativeness
of the squadron on the coast ofAfrica, supposing you were starting a plan for
emigration ’—I quite think so. : Se

7249. Sir R. H. Inglis.| You have referred to the contributions by the libe-

rated Africans in their congregations, and you have stated: that the individual
minister derives no personal advantage; can you state to what purposes those
contributions are destined 7—They go to the general purposes of the Church
Missionary Society. os . bo: nee

7250. Can you state any particular instance in which a contribution was raised.
for the relief of parties, whom the individuals contributing had never seen ?>—The

Kissy Road Church, which I had. charge of for four years, in the year 1847
raised for different purposes the sum of 139 /. by voluntary subscriptions.

7251. Do you know anything ofa contribution raised for a church at Abbeo-
kuta ?—There were 19. of that sum raised for the church in-Abbeokuta, and 15 2.
for a church now being built in another part of Free Town. ce

725% The church in Abbeokuta is a church in a place at which none of the

parties contributing had ever been '—Just so ;_ in fact; that settlement is quite an
era in Africa ; it is the effect of the Niger expedition. _ no,
_ 0.53. . 7253. You
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7253. You have referred to the Niger expedition; you were in Africa at the
time the Niger expedition was sent forth >—~I was.

7254. What effect did it produce upon the minds of the persons in Sierra
Leone; and, secondly, upon the minds of any other natives in any other parts of

Africa with which you are acquainted —One striking effect was wonder that the
English people should take so much trouble to go up there for the purposes of
trade and commerce. . a

7255, Was it supposed that the English had any other motives than those of
trade and commerce ?—Motives of benevolence; that was what struck them most.

7256. That it was an expedition even more of benevolence than of trade?
—Yes.

7257. You have referred to the settlement at Abbeokuta as one of the conse-
quences of that expedition ; can you state to this Committee what are the links
by which that settlement at Abbeokuta is connected with the Niger expedition ?—
In this way: when that expedition came out, the feeling was very vivid in every
one’s bosom; they desired that they might go back to their own country.

7258. In Sierra Leone ?—The liberated slaves many of them applied to the Go-
vernment for a passage down there ; the Government discountenanced it for fear
of their being recaptured and made slaves of again; they went down themselves
to Badagry, and then inland; and I may say they, unknown to themselves, found
themselves in their own country, amongst people speaking their own language;
numerous parties went. This went on for several years; parties came back ; the
news spread, and others went. There are many cases where persons have gone
back after 25 years, and one has found his father, another his mother, and several
relations. _

7259. In the number so going back, the Rev. Samuel Crowther was included?
—Yes; but he was sent by our society on application.

7260. But he was one who found his mother after an interval of 20 years?—
Yes; and two sisters.

7261. He himself having been a liberated African from the hold ofa slave ship?
—Quite so.

7262. He was also engaged in the Niger expedition ?—He was ; and there he
manifested such character and conduct as to lead to his being sent to England for
ordination; but for that expedition he never would have been as he is; he would
not have been known here as he showed himself there. .

7263. Can you proceed to state to the Committee any other results of the
Niger expedition, favourable to the developement of African character ?—Yes; it
led to the committees of the different societies ; the Wesleyan and Church Mis-
sionary societies, seeing that they must make most strenuous efforts to bring for-
ward native missionaries by proper education; and since that expedition a great
impetus has been given to the African mind in the increased qualifications of
schoolmasters, and the instruction given; it has been a very great benefit of late
years, since the year 1840.
~ 7264. Is it consistent with your own knowledge to state to this Committee what
was the mortality in connexion with the Niger expedition ?—I have no personal
knowledge, not, having been on board; 45 I have heard was the number.

7265. Have you reason to think that that was a larger or a smaller proportion
of mortality than occurs in the West Indian regiments ?—I have no reason to
think that it is larger.

7266. In point of fact it is an incident of the African climate that the life of a
white man, generally speaking, is exposed to more risk than the life of an original
native :—Quite so. ,

7267. You have no reason to think that any circumstance was neglected by
which the health of the white men employed in that expedition could have been
sustained ?—I know of none.

7268. The result of your own experience and observation on the coast. of
Africa would probably be in favour of native agency ?—To a far greater extent
than it has been hitherto attended to. ~

7269. Can you state whether the colony of Sierra Leone be or be not a com-
petent instrument for the diffusion, by means of native agency, of the blessings of
Christianity and civilization ?—It is my opinion that it is so, and has been made
much more so since the year 1840 than it ever was before.

7270. You consider that the stimulus given by that expedition to the African
mind, and the stimulus given to the European mind also, in reference to the

African
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African mind, have together produced a beneficial result upon the state of society
in Africa? —That is quite my opinion.

7271. You would consider that any measure which weakened the influence of
the colony of Sierra Levze, would in proportion diminish the good likely to arise
to Africa ?—Quite so; I think Sierra Leone is an important element in the civil-
izing and Christianizing of Africa.

7272. Whatever may have been the condition of Sierra Leone at a period
previous to your own arrival, do you or do you not wish the Committee to consider,
that since your experience commenced, namely, 17 years ago, the colony of Sierra
Leone has been advancing in general prosperity and civilization ?—It has been
one of great and constant progress.

7273. Mr. E. Denison.| You have spoken of the great profits of the slave
trade; those profits are large at present, are they not ?—So J am informed.

7274. You are aware that very great numbers of slaves, amounting to 60,000
or 70,000 annually, are carried from the coast of Africa now, in spite of the
squadron for the suppression of that trade ?—So they say.

7275. Sir R. H. Inglis.| You have no reason to doubtit?—No, I have no
reason to doubt it; but i have no personal knowledge about it.

7276: Mr. #. Denison.| Have you any doubt, that if the demand for slaves in
Cuba and Brazil should continue as it 18, or should increase, there would be
power of obtaining that number of slaves which is required from the coast ?—I
think you can get almost any number of slaves that you want from the chiefs ; if
they want slaves, they can easily make up seme offence against their neighbours,
and burn the town, and capture all the inhabitants, which is the usual way in
such cases.

7277. Then, although you think that keeping the fleet on the coast is advan-
tageous in many ways, yet so long as you hear that 60,060 or 70,000 slaves are
carried away from the coast every year, you cannot say that the fleetis effectual
at all in stopping the slave trade?—-No; I should say this: that if 60,000 are
carried away now, there would be treble that number if the squadron were taken
away.

7278. Sir EZ. Buxton.] I imagine that you have not had much personal experi-
ence whether the squadron is or is not effective in checking, though it does not
put down the slave trade '—No personal experience, but from myacquaintance
on the coast.

7279. Upon that subject you have not had much personal experience, I think
—Except one year when Captain Denman was on the coast; that year, all of us
were witnesses of the effect produced by his operations.

7980. In the Gallinas?—In the Gallinas. i
7281. Were you at the Gallinas, or in the neighbourhood of it ?—In the neigh-

bourbood of it.
7282. What was the effect of his operations /—We scarcely heard of a slaver

going away from the Gailinas for a long time. ha
7283. Chairman.| And you attribute that to Captain Denman’s operations 7—

To the going on shore and destroying the barracoons.
7284. You attribute the cessation of the slave trade to Captain’ Denman’s

operations ?—I do. oe
7285. Sir E. Buxton.] Can you tell us why it is that the females are now in

Sierra Leone more equal in numbers to the males than they were some years ago?
~—I can hardly say what is the real cause of it, because I have no data as to the
proportions of their arrivals of late years, but I have seen cargoes.
‘7286. Have females come from other parts of the coast to marry the men that

ave there?—No ; they have only been brought in as slaves ; but in some cargoes
of late years the majority have been females and children; it varies ;.sometimes
they are all boys; some all men ; sometimes mostly women.

7287. Viscount Brackley.| Can you tell us how far the increase of population
of which you have spoken in Sierra Leone is attributable to the importation of
liberated slaves, or to the usual causes of the increase of population >—I am not
able to tell that, but the Africans in Sierra Leone are very prolific. - .

7288. De you suppose that there is a great excess of births over deaths >—~
I think a very great excess, and many go away and you do not know where they
go; they go away into the interior for the purposes of trade. There are’hundreds
settled all around Sierra Leone, north and south in the country.

7289. There is no restraint upon their movements ?>—No restraint whatever.
0.53. 7290. Have
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7290. Have any of those liberated Africans ever shown any desire to return to
their own country ?—There is a very strong feeling in all of them to go back to
their own country; the difficulty is personal security. I have known many

persons who have gone out from Sierra Leone trading, and they happened to be in

a village where a war party would come, and they themselves have been taken

and all their property, and it has been difficult to get a ransom; that has occurred
within 150, miles of Sierra Leone. -

7291. Sir R. H. Inglis.) You have referred to the mode of capture of slaves,

‘when in point of fact they had been. previously liberated ;. have you any per-

sonal knowledge, or any knowledge founded upon information which you have

received in the colony, of the mode by which parties are made slaves in the first

instance >From frequent intercourse with captured slaves, in every case where

I have conversed with them, they have been persons captured in war; the town

has been surprised and burnt down, and they have been taken.

7292. Do you wish the Committee to understand that the war so made has

been made for the purpose of taking slaves, as you have led the Committee to
suppose by a previous answer ?—So far as my knowledge goes, from great inter-

course with them. - ;

7293. In-a previous answer you stated, in substance, that if there were an in-

creased demand for slaves the chiefs would procure such slaves by seizing and

stealing their neighbours, or by burning their neighbours’ town in order to ob-

tain its inhabitants as slaves; was that the construction which you desired the

Committee to apply to your previous answer ?—It was.

_ 7294. War made specifically for the purpose of seizing and selling the oppo-

site party 7—Just so, to obtain slaves.
7295. Can you state any instance to the Committee in which any native, now

liberated, has described his own individual sufferings, and the mode in which he

himself had become a slave, in the hold of a ship?—We have an ordained mis-

sionary, Mr. Crowther, who was so. .

7296. Did he to yourself describe the way in which he had been originally
taken >—He did. .

7297. Can you, from recollection, state it to this Committee ?—It is many

years ago since I had it from his own mouth; but the fact of it was, that the
place was set on fire, and he taken; he was separated from his father and

mother; it is many years ago since I heard him make the statement.
7298. But his statement left you no doubt that the town in-which he and his

family were dwelling peaceably was surprised, that is, was taken without previous
notice of hostility, and that its inhabitants, so far as they could be, were carried

away and sold as slaves by the victorious party :—That is my impression.
7299. The Rev. Samuel Crowther distinctly gave you to understand that such

was the fact in reference to his own case ?—Yes. 7
7300. Have you reason to believe, from your intercourse with other liberated

Africans, that a.similar catastrophe had brought them into the condition of slaves?
—I could not number the cases in which I have heard the same statements related
to me by individuals.

7301. In all which cases the war was begun and carried on, not on the ordi-
nary principles of hostility prevailing in Europe, but distinctly for the purpose of
making and selling slaves?—Distinctly for that latter purpose.

7302. Admiral Bowles.} The danger of being one’s self taken and sold as a

slave prevents much intercourse between the colony of Sierra Leone and the inte-
rior, as I. understand you ?—It does so; it prevents, you may say, all intercourse
almost; there is very little intercourse, it is so frequently interrupted. There
would be an immense trade from the back countries could there be security for the
paths and roads being opened, and kept open.

7303. Could we extend our frontier there, without engaging in wars with the
actual possessors 7—In Sierra Leone you could, and round Sierra Leone. The

native chiefs are getting very jealous now, through the slave trade, of our getting

land. Years ago we could have had the whole coast. co,
734. Sir R. H. Inglis.] In the journal of the Rev. Henry Townsend,which

arrived in this country on the 12th of the present month, and is dated Abbeakuta,
for the quarter ending 25 December 1847, it is stated as follows: “ The trade

of this country is carried on under various disadvantages, and much personal

danger; hundreds are kidnapped, or killed in the roads leading to their various

trading marts; but in the face of these dangers. their trade is carried on, checked

. occasionally
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occasionally for a time, but the disposition of the people. to trade does not allow

them to sit down idle’ Does this statement accord, or otherwise, with your

own view of the native character ?—It quite accords with it; they are a money-

making people. _
a .

7305. You believe then, that the slave trade is thus directly the means of

checking lawful commerce in the interior ?--It is so ; I know of.cases where per-

sons have left Sierra Leone, and gone on the road to Timboo, on thenorth,or to

the south, and some of the party have been made slaves of; still they will repeat

the same route again. _ i. a a

7306. Therefore, you consider that anything. which closed the slave trade,

would immediately let loose the energy of the African mind in respect to Interior

commerce ?—I quite think so. -
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The Rev. John Clarke, calledin ; and Examined.

7307. Chairman.| YOU have been for some time resident on the coast of
Africa ?—Yes,

7308. In what part of the coast ?—On the western coast.

7309. What part of the western coast ?—-At Fernando Po and at Bimbia.

7310. Bimbia is almost immediately opposite: Fernando Po, in the Bight of
Biafra >—Yes. ue so

7311. In what capacity were you residing: there ?—As a missionary, in con-
nexion with the Baptist Missionary Society.
_- 7312. How long have you been in that part of the world 7—I went out first
in 1840 and returned in 1842, and sailed again for Africa in 1843 ; reached it in
the beginning of 1844, and remained there till 1847.

7313. When did you leave the coast of Africa ?—The 15th of May 1847.

7314. Sir EB. Buxton.| What parts of the western coast are you personally
acquainted with ;—In making the voyage we sailed along the Kroo Coast, from
Settra Kroo to the river St. Andrew’s, to two towns: beyond that river; and we
visited Cape Palmas, also Cape Coast Castle ; spent a few hours at Cape Palmas;
about five days at Cape Coast Castle, and then proceeded to Fernande Po.
I have been altogether between three and four years on the island of Fernando

Po, including the first and second visits.
7315. You were 10 months upon the main land ?—Yes; residing at Bimbia ;.

but we visited also the river Bonny in our vessel ; and several times visiting the
river Old Calabar, and went about 50 miles up the Cameroons River. I have
visited Cameroons also many times. :

_ 7316. Can you give the Committee any information as to the power that there
is of obtaining free emigrants from the coast of Africa ?—I do not know any
place where free emigrants can be obtained except perhaps a few at Sierra.

Leone, and perhaps a very few at Cape Coast Castle. 7

_ 7317. Do you think. that a large supply of Kroomen could be obtained ?-—It

is probable that a considerable number might be obtaiaed, if no evil report has
reached that country as to the treatment of Kroomen who have left already ; but
if any report of that kind reaches, no Kroomen will be obtainable from the place

towhich. the report has gone. -
7318. Have you yourself ever employed Kroomen, or seen them employed :—

0-53: We:
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We have hired some ; but we found them at Fernando Po. But in the vessel in

which Dr. Prince and myself were passengers, upwards of 80 Kroomen were

taken in as we passed along the coast, and those were employed to labour as

woodcutters at Fernando Po; they were engaged by the agent of the West

African Company.
7319. Was there an establishment at Fernando Po, in connexion with the

Baptist Missionary Society ’—Yes, there was.

7320. What is the nature of the establishment at Fernando Po?—lIt is a

missionary establishment intended chiefly for the preaching of the Gospel to the

natives, and for the establishment of schools, and imparting instruction wherever

we go.
7521. You bought property from the West African Company ?—Yes. The

property that was first purchased from the British Government, and transferred to

the West African Company, was afterwards bought by the Baptist. Missionary

Society.
7322, Do you consider that the Kroomen would be really free men ?—No;

they are called free men, and so are the natives of Fernando Po; but neither one

nor the other are actually free.

7323. Their state is one that can hardly be called freedom either or slavery?

—No, they are very much offended if you call them slaves; they will not bear the

name; but at the same time they are not free to act for themselves.

7324. If you wish to obtain Kroomen you must apply to the chiefs ?>—Yes,

and pay two or three months’ pay in advance to their chiefs ; the chiefs take that

away with them; they give no part of it to the man left on board the vessel.

7325. Did the Kroomen employed at Fernando Po receive wages themselves?

—They received their wages, but I was informed by them that they had to give

it up on reaching home; and that if the chief was a kind man he would give a

considerable part back to them, that they might make presents to their parents |

and friends; or he would give them a wife; a strange way, but such is the fact, I

believe.
+326. Did they consider, when they were working at Fernando Po, that they

were free to remain there as long as they liked; or were they under compulsion

by their head man to go back with him ?—There was no regular plan for taking

them back. When their time was up, I believe they were allowed to go in any

yessel that called. On one occasion the West African Company sent a small

vessel up to the coast for rice, which took a considerable number home again.

7327. But if they chose they were practically able to stay there as long as they

liked 2—Yes; one remained, and married there, and died; but only one that I

know of.
7328. What do you mean by saying that they returned home “ when their

time was up” ?—A promise is usually made that they shall return in three years or

in five years, and according to that arrangement, they consider that when the

three. years or the five years is up, they are at liberty to go home; but they

could not return before that time without running away, and when they did

attempt to run away natives were employed to bring them back, men engaged

by the agent of the West African Company to seize upon them if they saw them

going through the woods to another settlement, and bring them back, and. then

they were tied up and flogged just as slaves would have been.

7329. They were apprenticed for three or five years to the West African Com-

pany 7—Yes; there was no written engagement, but a verbal one.

7330. Did they understand that that was the agreement, before they left their

own country ?—Yes; I heard one man inquire of the agent, “ When will you

send these boys back?” He said, “Oh, in three or perhaps in five years.” He

replied, “ Very well; that will do ;” threw the cloth overboard into the canoe

and left the poor creatures on board in a state of nudity ; and we had to collect

all the old clothes we could get, and to cut up some canvas to give them cover-

ing of the most simple sort.
7331. Did you visit some of the stations on the Kroo Coast?—Only Cape

Palmas ; I was there only a few hours; but they traded with the natives all the

way down; so that we often came to anchor and saw the people from Settra

Kroo until we reached Cotrahu.
7332. Had you any opportunity of seeing the American mission established at

Cape Palmas?—We spent the three hours we were on shore with the American

missionaries. .
7333- Did
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7333. Did they give you encouraging accounts of their labours among the

natives there ?—No, they were rather discouraged ; the Presbyterianmissionaries

had 12 converts, as they believed, but they were chiefly from among the number

of the children that had been taught in the schools; the AmericanEpiscopalian

qnissionaries, who lived at a place called Mount Vaughan, had, I think, six at the

time; that was in the end of 1840. I think it was 17 altogether that they sup-

posed were converted to God from. among the natives.

7334. That was after several years of labour among them ?—J. L. Wilson had

been six years labouring among them if my memory serves me right.

7335. Was your attention drawn to the condition of the natives at Cape

Palmas?—Yes; we saw a funeral ; and we saw what they called their “ Devil ”

house; and we also went into several of their huts and saw the people; they

appeared to be in a low degraded state ; we visited three native towns.

336. Did they appear to you to be ina state of freedom or of slavery in their

own country ?—I suppose it is just as I described before, what they call freedom,

but what is not actually freedom.
7337. Are they in the habit of cultivating the soil to any great extent 2—They

cultivate the soil for the production of rice in many parts.

7338. Is a great quantity of that exported to Fernando Po and other places+

—A vast quantity of rice is sent to supply the Kroomen inthe rivers with food ;

they like the food to which they have been accustomed much better than the

yams that they obtain in the rivers. . .

7339. So that they are not only employed as seamen and boatmen, but they

are also capable of cultivating the soil?——Yes ; several of them cultivate the soil,

but I rather think that the cultivation is carried on by females; 1 have no very

correct information on that subject. oe

7340. Can you inform the Committee whether there is any possibility of ob-

taining emigrants who would go west from other parts of Africa besides the Kroo

Coast ?—I am not aware of any place except Sierra Leone and Cape Coast Castle;

there are very few at Cape Coast Castle, but as we passed along some of the

young men offered to go with us, which leads me to suppose that theywere free.

" 7341, At Bimbia, did you find that the natives were-in a state of freedom ?—

There are very few of them free ; it is the slaves who usually come over to Fer-

nando Po and are employed there as sawyers, wood-cutters and labourers.

7342. Are you aware whether any application was ever made to the King of

Bimbia, King William, for labourers -—He has sent a great number from Fer-

nando Po, but has been unable to have them returned, and complains very bit-

terly at the present time of having been deceived by some persons who were at

Fernando Po; he would not be disposed to send any more there. ,

7343. Unless they were bought ‘—He would not sell them to go to Fernando

Po; none are sold away from the place at present.

7344. What is the proportionof slaves and of freemen in that part of the coast

of Africa in which you were resident >—From what captains of vessels assert, and

which I suppose maybe correct, there are nine slaves to one freeman in the

Old Calabar River. "I suppose at Bimbia there are not quite so many slaves.

7345. But a great proportion of the common people were slaves to the chiefs,

or to the most opulent freemen ?!—Yes; but there are not a great number of

those slaves residing in the towns; they live back on the farms, and cultivate
the ground, and some of them are employed in going up. the rivers to buy
palm oil.

7346. You have also been in the West Indies a considerable time?—
es.
7347- Have you had an opportunity there of observing the condition of’ the.

emigrants from Africa or from India?—I have not seen very many emigrants

from Airica. I saw, when in’ Demerara, two Kroo men; one seemed happy,

and comfortable, and well dressed, the other seemed cast down and depressed.

But I have seen in Jamaica some from Sierra Leone, who had remained there

ior a few years, and seemed to have gone on pretty well; but it is not so with

many of them. The fact undoubtedly is, that almost all the emigrants who have

gone to the West Indies have been very soon cut down by disease, and have

hot been of much use to the colonies. — ,
7348. Are you speaking of Europeans?—I am speaking of Europeans, and

people from Madeira, and also the Coolies. I saw more misery among the
Coolies than among any other people during my last visit to Jamaica.

0.53. 7349. When
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7349. When were you in Jamaica last year?—I landed in Jamaica on the
6th of July last year, and remained there till the 24th of March this year, I
travelled over nearly the whole island, and saw distress and misery wherever the
emigrants were. o

7350. Do you think that the same distress would result if emigration were to
take place from Africa?—-Not perhaps to the same extent; but I should be afraid
that it would, to a considerable extent. ; mo,

7351. Mr. Gladstone.] What description of distress. was it that you saw among
the Coolies in Jamaica; was it apparently arising from poverty, or from imimo-
rality, or from neglect ?—It arose in the first place from sore feet, generally caused
by the chigoes which get into them, and then they are unable to work. Upon
most of the estates that I heard of, they allowed them to go away when they were
unable to work; they wandered away and begged among the people. They were
not very well supplied; they bad poor food, and so they got fever, and just laid
down. I saw many of them lying under the trees at night, and in evident dis-
tress, dying partly from starvation.

7352. Greatly emaciated ?—Some of them very much so; all of them dis-
tressed with those sores. Lo Co

7353. What. did you understand tobe the original cause of those sores; did
you understand that it was want of cleanliness ?—-I think it was rather the change
of food, and little of it.

7354. Then did you understand that the wages that the Coolies could get in
Jamaica were insufficient to procure them abundant food ?—I rather think the
distress arose in the cases of those who were unable to work for wages. Very few
of them appeared to me to be at work, compared with those going about the city
of Kingston, and the different towns, and about the roads.

7355. You were understood to say that you saw many in distress. But what
did you understand to be the original cause of that distress; did it originally
affect only those unable to work when they came into the colony, or were those
who were able to work unable to procure themselves an abundance of food by
means of their wages ?—I think it was not confined entirely to those who left the
estates on which they had laboured ; for I passed through several estates where
they bad hospitals for the sick, and I saw a great many Coolies sitting about the
doors with those sore feet, dressing their food, and seeming in very great misery
also.

7356. Are you aware whether it is the practice on the estates in Jamaica
generally to give the Coolies medical attendance as part of the consideration for
their labour, or are they left to find that for themselves ?—I believe there is
medical attendance. I cannot speak with certainty upon that, but I should sup-
pose there is. ; a

7357. You were understood to say that your impression is that the cause of the

attack of those chigoes was aninsufficiency of food ?—No; the chigoes will attack
any person, and if they do not take care and have them taken out. immediately
they cause this injury after a short time. There is neglect in the first place.

7358. Then how far are you entitled to ascribe the distress that you saw among
the Coolies to an insufficiency of food?—I believe they are not accustomed to
those things in their own country, and they were among the things that should
have been attended to by their employers, as being important to their being able
to continue at work in the fields. (Those were not, I think, attended to, and when
they were found unable to work they were sometimes, by the agents, desired to
leave, and certainly allowed to leave when they thought proper; and theypreferred

going away from the estate and begging upon the roads and at the houses of the
natives in Jamaica, rather than remaining on the estates where they had been at
first located. oe

7359. You.speak of their having been desired to leave; were those Coolies

who were not labouring under contract: If they were labouring under an unex-
pired contract they could not be desired to leave, could they ?—I understood they
werequite encouraged to leave; they were not forced to leave, but itwas under-
stood that they might go away if they thought proper. :

7360. The insufficiency of food to which you refer was an insufficiency of food

after they had become incapable of work through the attack of the chigoes, that
attack being caused by neglect 7—I cannot. speak from personal knowledge, but
from the description 1 heard of their condition I believe that the immigrants m
Jamaica have an insufficient supply of food on the estates.

7361. Even.
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7361. Even when they are engaged in labour ?—Even when they are engaged

in labour, and more especially when they are affected with sores.

7362. The question refers now to the condition of the healthy; did you under-

stand that the wages given to the healthy were not sufficient to procure them an

abundance of food ?—I do not know what the wages were.

7363. You speak of the sustenance of the sick ?—Chiefly.

7364. Chairman.] You said that the description given ofthe immigrants was,

that they did not obtain a sufficiency of food; by whom was that description

given 4In the newspapers and by friends with whom | conversed on the subject

of Coolie emigration. My information was obtained from the Coolies them-

selves as far as could be, but it was difficult to obtain information from them, so

few could communicate in any way.

7365. Are the Committee te understand that this part of your evidence refers

exclusively to Coolies ?—Yes. oo Lo -

_ 7366. Not to natives of Africa?—No; I do not know of any. such. cases

arising among them. .

7367. Will you explain what is the nature of this attack of the chigoes ?—Itis.

an insect that gets under the skin and produces a sort of hag there.

7368. Mr. Simeon.] Ave not the Coolies furnished with provision grounds the

same as ordinary labourers on the estates ?—I am not aware whether they are

or not. ,
.

7369. Are the chigoes found on the coast of Africa?—No. __ a

7370. And therefore emigrants going from the coast of Africawould be equally

unaware of the attacks. which they were exposed to on reaching the colonies with

the Coolies ?—Yes, they would. So , ce, -

7371. Sir EH. Buston.| Are you aware whether complaints have been made by

the Coolies, and also by the Creole labourers, of great irregularity in the payment

of their wages ?—I cannot speak of the Coolies ia that matter; but there have

been very great complaints made by the labourers, the natives of Jamaica.

7372. Do you know it of your own personal knowledge; have they ever com-

plained to you ?-—When residing for some time at Mount Hermon I heard of one

estate where they had kept them out of their wages.about five months, andhad

rather annoyed them when they went to ask:for their money; but perhaps. there

might be some dispute about the work; I am not sure upon that point. -

7373. Is it your opinion that such complaints as. those were common in

Jamaica? —I believe they were very. common ; I heard them all over the

island. a -

7374. That was during the latter part.of. last year ?——I was there from July

until March this year. _ oe , a mo ke

7375. During that time you heard frequent complaints that the wages were

irregularly paid :—Yes ; that was given as the grand reason why labour was not.

obtained; that the labourers were not regularly paid. - ee

7376. Was it your opinion, from what you saw in Jamaica, that the original

cause of the irregularity of the labour. was the irregularity in the payment of the

wages ?—I think that was the grand cause in almost every part of the island...

7377. Do you believe that provided there was sufficient capital to pay the

wages regularly, the black population would be. willing to work. regularly.five

days in the week ?>-—I think that they are very industrious, and that if they were

paid justly, and kindly treated at the same time, they would work four days at

any rate. I do not know whether they would work five, for they have their. own

grounds to cultivate. At the same time, there are now more than 23,000 black

and coloured freeholders. According to ine census taken in 1844 the number

was upwards of 22,000, and it must have increased considerably since that time.

Then those people have. land and, houses; many of them also have horses and

mules to carry their produce to market. ‘They have furniture. superior to any-

thing they ever thought of in the days of slavery or of apprenticeship ; they have

better clothing and better food; they must work and be industrious in order to

procure all those things. - mo Se ae
.7378. They have a great taste for those things ?—They have.a very great taste,

and the gratifying one desire seems just to. create another; they go on desiring

one thing after another, and seeking to obtain it. ee

_ 7379. And it is rather for those comforts and luxuries that they labour than

for food ?-—-They have much better food than they had in former days. . When

I went to Jamaica first, in 1829, the slaves were very well satisfied ifthey pac

0.53.
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halfa dollar.a week to live upon; but now, I suppose, very few of them would
think of living on that sum. ; .

7380. Is it your opinion that immigration is necessary for Jamaica?— It is not
my opinion that it is necessary, but I should have no objection to immigration if
there could be free immigration.

7381. You think that some immigration might be advantageous to the general
condition of the colony ?—Advantageous to those who require labourers, but not
perhaps to the present labourers. I do not know whether it might ultimately be
to their advantage. ; ; ;

7382. Do you think that without immigration there is sufficient labour in the
colony to cultivate the estates in Jamaica that are already in cultivation ?—]
think if there was money to pay the labourers there is abundance of labourers to
cultivate the estates as well as ever they were cultivated in time of slavery.

7383. There are sufficient labourers who are willing to work on the estates '—
I think there are; there is no strong objection to working on the estates. In
St. Elizabeth the people cannot get work; they were working when I was in St,
Elizabeth for what they call a bit and 5d. a day, which is 73d. aday. The
wages ranged from 15. to 15. 6d. a day over the island.

7384. For-bow many hours of work ?—TI do not know whether it is eight or
nine ; it is a very common practice however to take job work.

7385. A man working by job can finish his work in less time?—Yes; or if
he works as many hours he will do more work. One very great hardship con- —
nected with this subject has been that a man of respectable character has under-
taken a job, and hired a number of labourers to perform the work, and at the end
has not been able to obtain his money; not he himself only, but all that were
employed by him have been disappointed, and the minds of those men who were
employed by him have been set. against the estate in that way; they have said,
“ Well, we shall not think of labouring there again when we cannot get our
money.”

7386. One great reason for the disinclination of the people to work on the
estates is the fear that after they have done their work they may not get their
wages ?—I believe that objection is the only objection that they have ; whenever
they are fairly paid and kindly treated they are willing to work.

7387. Has the Creole population increased largely in number since emancipa-
tion >—I am not aware of that.

7388. Chairman.] You said that you considered that some immigration might
be advantageous to the general condition of the island of Jamaica; but still you
say there are portions of the island in which there is an excess of labour, where
the labourers would work, but they cannot get work ; is not there some inconsis-
tency in those statements ?—In St. Elizabeth there are no sugar plantations, or
very few; I am not aware of any. In many parts of St. Elizabeth there are only
coffee plantations, so that during a considerable part of the year the people have
not employment; they would be glad to get it if they were near to estates; but
as to the general benefit that might arise from an increase of labourers, that view
I derive from seeing the great quantity of uncultivated land and excellent land
still in the island ; if that could be brought into cultivation it would be all the
better, for Jamaica is capable of maintaining a population two or three times as
large as its present population. .

7389. Then it would not be for the purpose of maintaining the cultivation of
estates now under cultivation, but for the purpose of employing the population
upon unbroken lands in Jamaica that you would recommend: immigration ?—
Every estate has much virgin land; it would only be increasingthe cultivation on
some estates. .
7390. It is not for the purpose of maintaining the cultivation of the old estates

thatyou would recommend immigration ?—I should think free immigration might
increase that cultivation, but I should not recommend it at all under present cir-
cumstances, .

7391. Sir E. Buzton.] Why not; what is your objection to it?—One objec-
tion { have to African immigration or to the immigration of persons who are
idoiaters or savages is, that they produce generally a very bad effect in the coun-
try to which they go, by their bad example. .

7392. Have you found that to be the case; do you speak from experience ?—
I believe it is an admitted fact, if I might speak from what I have seen in Clarence,
on the island of Fernando Po, with regard to the Kroomen; I cannot say wheter

thé
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that would be the case wherever they went; they are very immoral men and very

desperate men, on whom teaching, generally speaking, takes very little effect.

7393. Chairman.| Do you confine that observation to Kroomen?—No; I

should quite extend it to the Coolies; I believe the conduct of the Coolies has,

in some instances, been very bad.

7394. Do you think it is applicable to the inhabitants of other portions of

Africa besides those on the Kroo Coast 7—I think to all savage Africans ; it would

not be applicable perhaps to the inhabitants of Sierra Leone, but to almost. all

other slave inhabitants of Africa.

7395. Mr. Simeon.| Does not a large portion of the uncultivated land in

Jamaica consist of estates which have been abandoned 2—I believe some estates

have been given up; but there is a very large quantity of uncultivated land be-

longing to the different estates which has never been cultivated, and might be

cultivated with great advantage to the proprietors, if they were able to do it.

-3g6. Do not you believe that one of the principal causes of the abandonment

of those estates has been a deficiency. of labour ?—I think there has been a want

of money to pay the labourers, rather than a deficiency of Jabour; or it may

have arisen from bad management in Jamaica. |

7397. Practically speaking, have you seen among the healthy and able-bodied

black population in Jamaica an anxiety to get employment, and a want of that

employment :—I have seen a great anxiety to obtain employment in many parts

of the island of Jamaica; but I have seen a fear to take employment, lest. they

should not be paid for their work after they have performed it, from knowing

what had been done to them before. ‘That is avery commonfeeling.

4398. When you state that there are portions of Jamaica where there are

estates abandoned for want of’ labourers, and where there are labourers in want

of employment, and refusing to take it from a fear that they should not be paid

their wages, should you attribute this anomalous condition of Jamaica to a de-

ficiency of capital on the part of the proprietors ?>—I think so; I think there is

a great deficiency of capital. 7 BO - 0

7399. Do you believe that, supposing all the able-bodied population of Jamaica

now to be employed upon the land already in cultivation, there would be nu need

of immigrationfor the supply of the labour which would be required ?—I think

there would be no need for any great immigration, although if persons could be

obtained of proper character 1 should see no. objection to their going to Jamaica.

7400. Sir E. Buzton.] Is it not the fact that a great number of estates have

been thrown out of cultivation in Jamaica in consequence of the proprietors

feeling that they could not cultivate them. profitably; the speculation has been

a losing one, and therefore they have given it up 2—I believe the proprietors have

thought so; but with the knowledge I have of the way in which the estates are

conducted in Jamaica, I should say that it is quite impossible that they can pay

the proprietors much. —_ a a

7401. Colonel Thompson.] Did you ever in any instance make a comparison

between the expense of a certain quantity of cultivation in slave time and of the

sane quantity of cultivation now?—I have not made such a calculation as to be

able to state it correctly, but it has long been my belief that free labour, if rightly

conducted, is as cheap ‘as any slave labour can be, and that it is want of

reat management that causes free labour to appear more expensive than slave

abour. oo ; . So

7402. If you take the simple expense of keeping Jabourers now and during

slave time, can you form any opinion which would be the greatest in amount;

putting out of sight all other expenses 7—If we: go to the mere. expense, perhaps

it might appear in favour of slave labour, but if we yo to the work done. by a

cheerful labourer, my impression has always been that a free labourer, working

cheerfully for hire, would do quite as much work as a slave driven by the lash.

7403. Sir E. Burton.] Do you imagine that the freeman who works eight

hours a day, and often less in Jamaica, would do more work. than a slave who is

made to work 15 or 18?—lI think it is impossible that human nature can endure

80 long as that to do much work. | Boe, :

7404. Colonel Thompson.| Do you think that if 100 dollars were‘laid out in

paying labourers at present, you would get as much, or more, or Jess work in

return for it than you would bave had by the expenditure of 100 dollars in the

old mode of slavery ?—It would be difficult to ascertain that fact, there are so

many things connected with slavery; the buying and raising of the slaves, jhe
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loss of so many slaves during the year, and expenses of different sorts. I could
not answer that question in a way that would be satisfactory to myself.

7405. Did you ever know any popular opinion or rumour upon the subject in

Jamaica ?—I do not recollect having heard any.
7406. Sir E. Buxton.] At whose expense was the immigration into Jamaica

carried on 2—I believe at the expense of the colony in part; and if 1 mistake not,
at the expense of the British Government in part also.

7407. A considerable part of the expense at least was paid by the colony ?—

I believe there was a considerable sum paid. oo

7408. Are you aware whether that has been felt by the negro population to be

a cause of complaint, that they have been taxed in order to afford the means of
introducing labourers to compete with them in the labour market ?—They have

felt that as a great grievance, Undoubtedly it appears to me to be an unjust

thing. _

7409: Do they feel it to be a grievance ?—I believe they do.

7410.. To a large extent ?—I think they do; for public meetings have been held
in Jamaica at different times at which the matter has been placed before them,

and they are well acquainted with it ; they know that they are contributing to
bringing in immigrants who are no benefit to the island.

_ 7411. Colonel Thompson.| Do the Creole negroes in Jamaica do the hard

work in the cane fields?—They do. I have seen some of the most respectable
men in our churches who have been working constantly. in the cane fields, per- »

haps four days ; I am not sure whether four or five days in the week, and they
worked cheerfully. -

7412. Then it is not true that the hard work in the cane fields would
never be done by the negroes in a state cf freedom ?—No; I do not think it is
correct.

7413. You have observed that the negroes make great efforts to obtain what

they consider comforts and luxuries ?—Yes ; certainly they do.
7414. Then it is not true that the negro if liberated will sit in the sun and do

no work ?—To a certain extent it might be true; some of them will, There are

some indolent persons among them as well as among all other races, but a great

many of them are certainly industrious people. The great body of the native
inhabitants or Creoles of Jamaica, are undoubtedly industrious people.

7415. Do you believe them to be as accessible to the desire of comforts and

luxuries. in general as- the working class in a European country ?—I think

so decidedly.- a oO, Cs 7
7416. Sir EH. Burton.| Can you state to the Committee. how slaves. for expor-

tation are obtained on the coast of Africa ?—They are obtained in different ways.

There was a war while we were in Fernando Po between the people of Porto

Novoand the people of Lagos, and a number of slaves were made in that war

from the people living near to the sea; but that does not often happen. Most of

the slaves come from the interior. A war has been going on fora number of
years in the interior, in.a country called the Bayung country.

7417. Is it your opinion that the chief object of those wars is.to obtain slaves
for exportation ?-—It appears to me that the Balee people, who seem to be a tribe

of the Felatas, live a predatory life. . They go on from year to year just living

upon the people in the countries around ‘them. They make an irruption into the

Bayung country; they go into a town and take all they can obtain in that town.

All the slaves they can: catch are ‘sent by way of Egypt, it is said; sent through

the desert, or perhaps they may be sent through Tripoli; but, however, they are
sent in that direction, and those who flee before them and take shelter:among the
neighbouring tribes are caught by those tribes and brought down to where we are.
They say that they are 12 moons on the way very generally, but how long they
may stop among the different tribes as they pass along we cannot tell.

7418. You have heard it stated that the slaves that are brought to the coast
are frequently 12 moons on their route from their own country to the west coast

of Africa ?—I have conversed with- many of them. I had one of them as my

interpreter, and I obtained what information I could from him im reference tohis

country and the practices there, and this was the account I had from him.

7419. Do you imagine that the slaves exported are chiefly obtained in that

way ?-—I think the greater part are obtained by war; and when they flee to

another tribe for shelter, they are.seized by that tribe and made slaves of and
sent down to the slave market, and so they find their way to the coast. if

7420.
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420. If we were to buy immigrants on the coast of Africa for the purpose of

sending them to the West Indies, would the effect be that the chiefs would go to

war with one another in order to obtain more 2—I have no doubt that that would

be the effect.
7421. Chairman.] Must not that depend upon the price given for them ?—

The price given is very small. Colonel Nicholls wanted a number of slaves from

Duke Ephraim, who was then King up the Old Calabar River (this might be

about the year 1834) ; Colonel Nicholls wanted those men to clear away the

bush near Clarence, and therefore wished to hire them for a time and return them

again.
: :

° 422. Sir EB. Buxton.| As free labourers ?—No, as slaves ; and Duke Ephraim

objected to that; he said, “ You would spoi! them ; they will not be fit to come

back to my country ; but if you will have them and make them free, you can buy

them for just about the same as I should charge you for hiring them.”

7423. Chairman.| What was the amount >—I do not know the amount, but

it was very small; about three pieces of cloth per month for hire is the usual rate;

and a slave may be boughtfor seven or nine pieces. The piece of cloth in Eng-

Jand would cost about 7s.; in Africa it is reckoned at 16s.

"7494. If the head man, whose permission seems to be requisite in. order to

enable emigrants from the coast of Africa to leave their country, was willing. to.

grant that permission for a very small payment, a smaller payment than would

be necessary for the purchase of the slaves, would that process, in your opinion,

put an end to the slave trade carried on as you have described >—If I understand

the question rightly, I think the obtaining persons from their chiefs on the coast

in any numbers would increase the internal slave trade; they would just have

them down as fast from the interior as they required them, and as they found

there was a demand for them on the coast.

7425. But they would not, it may be presumed, do that if the bringing them to

the coast from the interior was attended with more expense than the sum received

as the price of the slaves ?—There is not much expense in coming down. They

generally load them with ivory or something to bring with them, and they carry

their own ground-nuts for food, and get what they can by the way.

7426. Still some expense must attend the bringing them from the interior and

taking care of them on the way, and providing them with the necessary food, and

retaining them in a state of coercion?—That is obtained, I believe, generally in

avery easy way. Before they start each slave is provided with as much as‘is

deemed necessary to support him by the way. I do not think that food is very

generally procured unless at favourable places, and when they are transferring

them from one slaver to another. One man does not usuallybring them the

whole way from the interior to the coast; he brings them to a slave market and

there disposes of them ; so that they are passed on to another slave market. Each

of those slave buyers has his own farm where he grows ground-nuts and other

things which are deemed necessary for their support; and they are usually supplied -

in that way, I believe.
7427. Still the passage down to the coast must be attended with expense,

and that expense must go on accumulating in the various stages by which they

approach the coast?—I suppose it is small, because of the small price at which

they are generally sold. ‘They will sell a slave in the Bayung slave-market for

five pieces of cloth ; the price on the coast will amount only to about 31. 105.,

sometimes to 5 1. in some part of the coast; but the price of a slave seldom

amounts to more than 5 /. * =

_ 7428. Sir E. Buzton.] Is it your opinion that the person sold would cost less

if he were sent to be sold to an English colony than if he were to be sold to

slavery in the Brazils; would the cost in the two cases be different, or would it

be the same ?—I think those who have entered. into treaties would probablylet

them go at a smaller'sum, as they have given up the slave trade altogether; but

wherever the slave trade is carried on they would expect the same from either

party.

7429. Colonel Thompson.| Do you think that the chief referred -to in the

question before last would allow the slaves to go from him unless the price was

sufficient to replace them from the interior to the extent he might desire ?--- No, I

think he would nots but the price is exceedingly small. I have seen slaves

brought from the Itu country to King Eyamba of Old Calabar. The pricepaid for

those slaves was exceedingly small, Just some very trifling amount; an iron bar
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and some few articles of that sort, the value of which could not be more than 205.

altogether.
7430. But whether the price was small or great, would or would not the opera-

tion, in your opinion, be like purchasing sheep from a farmer on the coast of

England, with full liberty for him to replace them from the interior if he wished

it?——There is no doubt that that would be the case. But it must be borne in

mind that if the man had 3,000 slaves he could easily spare 100 of those without
lessening the number materially, and without feeling the want of them. If he

desired to have the things that the ship brought, and they wanted the slaves, he

could give them up without any loss of comfort to himself,

7431. Chairman.] Do you think that a head man, on the Kroo Coast, never
allows a Krooman to leave the coast unless he receives a payment for the per-

mission sufficient to replace him with a slave?—I could not say positively that

it is never done; but I believe that it is not at all a general thing; it would be an

unusual thing for a man to leave the Kroo Coast without the head man obtaining
three or six pieces of cloth, according to the one or two months’ pay that he might

require. That is the general practice, if I understand the matter right, as fol-
lowed by men of war vessels, and by all the vessels that go down the coast; they
take Kroomen on board at the rivers where they generally do business. The
men of war vessels try to obtain their Kroomen at Sierra Leone, if possible, but
when they obtain them on the Kroo Coast they have to act in the same way that_
other vessels act.

7432. Sir E. Buzxton.] You did not mean that when a Kroo chief sends a man

away and receives payment for him, he intends to buy a slave with that money;

did you mean to apply that general observation to the Kroo country :—No; I am
not aware that there is any buying of slaves in the Kroo ccuntry; they come from

nations behind.
“433. There is no slave trade carried on to your knowledge in the Kroo

 

country ?—No, they are sent by their parents to the native traders.

7434. Mr. Barkly.| Are you aware of the fact that the Kroomen who have pro-
ceeded to the West Indies have been obtained without any payment or advance

of any kind to the head man on the Kroo Coast?—I am not aware that the fact is

so; 1 never heard of the fact.
7435. Do you know anything of the several attempts that have been made to

obtain Kroomen from the Kroo Coast for the West Indies ?—I have heard that

Kroomen have been obtained, and I have seen two of them in Demerara; but

TI quite understood that something was given to the head man.
7436. Do you know anything of the circumstances under which the vessel

called the Prince Regent obtained 108 Kroomen without any payment whatever

to the chief or head man ?—-I am not aware.
7437. Your evidence as to the Kroo Coast is not from your personal cbserva-

tion :—It is from my personal observation, as far as those 80 Kroomen that were
taken on board our own vessel went; they were paid for. The practice I believe

is followed by captains of vessels as they pass along the coast, to give one

month’s pay or two months’ pay in advance to the head man. I believe that

is the general practice. I think Mr. M‘Gregor Laird also informed me that

he did the same when he went out in one of the vessels which ascended the

Niger in 1832.

7438. Chairman.] It resembles the practice which is followed with respect to

seamen in this country, where the shipowner pays what. are called advance notes

to sailors before sailing ?—That is to the sailors themselves; but this is to the
head man, who carries it on shore, and the poor creature is left on board in

a state of nakedness, and if he appears to be longing to go to his home then

he is put below.
7439. You consider that they do not go of their own free will ?—I think not,

_certainly.

7440. Mr. Barkly.] Was that the case with regard to the 80 on board the

vessel you mentioned ?—They said nothing, but they looked very sad, and during

the night six of them went overboard.
7441. Is not it very often the practice for seamen to leave the ship thefirst

opportunity after getting their advance ?—Yes; but these men do not receive it

themselves.
7442. Colonel Thompson.| Where did the circumstance to which you have just

referre



SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 133

referred take place ’—Opposite to the river St. Andrews, on the coast of Africa,

just between the Kroo Coast and the Ivory Coast.

7443. Were the people being embarked for the purpose of going to the West

Indies -—No ; of going to Fernando Po to cut wood for the West African Com-

pany.
,

7444. Sit E. Buxton.] You were driven away from Fernando Po by the Spanish

government >We were commanded to leave, but we have a missionary there still,

and a person teaching a school also.
7445. Has the order that was sent out by the Spanish government been revoked

by the local agent, who is an Englishman ?—He has not revoked the order, but he

has allowed it to remain as a dead letter, and given permission in writing to put

up another place of worship for the one that was taken down.

7446. Mr. Simeon] You said that you thought that a large emigration of

Kroomen might take place if no bad report as to the treatment of those who had

already emigrated had reached the coast ; does not that seem to imply that the

emigration on the part of the Krcomen would be voluntary ?—No ; I did not wish

to imply anything of that sort; but my reason for saying thatis this, that when

we got to the Fishmen’s country, at the first place on that coast, we could not get

a single Krooman, because Fernando Po had got an ill name, and we could take

no men on board till we got almost at the extreme part of the Kroo Coast; I speak

from that fact, and from having heard that a bad report had gone respecting the

treatment of Kroomen in the West Indies, especially on account of their not being

returned at the time specified. .

7447. Then the disinclination on the part of the Kroomen to embark would

arise from a humane feeling on the part of the chief, that he would not allow his

dependants to go to a country where they would be ill treated 7—Yes; and whence

they would not be allowed to return; they always wish them to return to their

country, and on that account they keep back the females; that has been a great

evil connected with the emigration, that the females are not allowed to go with the

males.
7448. Is there a strong feeling of caste among the Kroomen?—I think there

is; they have a great attachment one to another, generally speaking.

7449. Would a Krooman in general object to marrying a woman who was not

of his own tribe?—If he intended to return tc his own country he would not

marry her, but their conduct is the most immoral possible, with reference to the Fer-

nandian women ; nothing can be more fearful than the conduct of the Kroomen

in Fernando Po. They had formed two towns in the north west part of the island,

but they have been driven from those towns of late; their conduct whilst they

remained in those towns was very bad indeed.

7450. Supposing that there were a considerable number of unmarried women

in the West India islands, consisting of Creoles or Africans, who had emigrated

from some other part of the coast, do not you think that the Kroomen would be

inclined to marry them and stay in the island?—I think they would not marry

them if they intended to return; I think a’ Krooman would always intend to

return, otherwise he must change all his feelings; the desires they have after home

are very strong. .
7451. Have you found on the part of the Kroomen the same attachment to

uropean luxuries and comforts which exists on the part of the other negroes ?-—

To a certain extent I think there is.
7452. But not to such an extent as to overbear the desire to return to their

own country ?——They very seldom change their mode of dressing; they still keep

in an uncivilized state in that respect; a very smallwrapper round their middle

ds about all they wear. . Oe

7453. Sir E. Buaton.| Have you observed the manner in which the head men

treat the Kroomeu ?—I have not seen it myself, but I know that the general prac-

tice is that he is severe enough over them; I have seen them punished, but not by

one of their. head men. I have seen them punished by men employed by the

West African Company’s agent to do it. .
7454. But you have not yourself seen the conduct of the head man towards

the men under him ?—No, I have not seen that.

7455. Mr. Barkly.] You state that you have been in Jamaica 1—Yes.

7456. You had not any opportunity of seeing the Kroomen in that island -—

Not in Jamaica.
0°53. 7457. Do
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#457. Do you know anything of the habits of the Kroomen in the West Indies

from actual observation ?>—Not in Jamaica.

7458. When you say that you think they would not form marriages with the

negroes of those colonies, you speak from what you suppose would be the case,

not from any actual knowledge upon the subject ?—From what I believe is the

general character of the men; what would result from their feelings, which

are very strong.

7459. Supposing you were told that marriages had actually been formed in

Demerara by Kroomen with Creole women, should you disbelieve the fact ?—1 have

mentioned one such case in Fernando Po, where a Krooman married a native of

the Eboe country, and remained there till his death; that came to my know-

ledge.
460. Sir E. Buxton.] Do you mean that there was in Fernando Po only one

ease of the sort ?--Yes; during the time I was there I have seen many hundreds

of Kroomen at Fernando Po, and I only knew of that one case.

7461. Mr. Barkly.] In other cases, however, they formed improper connexions

with the native women ?—Yes.
7462. That rather arose from the dissolute habits of the country, and from

their want of religious principle ?—They had no principle. I used to go almost

every Sabbath to Kroo ‘Town to instruct them, but I saw very little advantage

arise out of it; they would not come to me. Other natives came to receive in-

struction in our Sabbath schools and our day school, but the Kroomen never

came; I went to them, but I found them very unwilling to receive instruction ;

generally they were about. to take their dinner, or they were cooking, or they

were going to bathe, or something of the kind. I met with one pleasing case

among them, where the man was willing to receive instruction, but only one

case.

The Rev. William Garland Barrett, called in; and Examined.

7463. Chairmar.] HAVE you been in the West Indies :—Yes.

7464. When did you return ?— About six weeks ago; I left Demerara on the

12th of March.
7465. With what part of the West Indies are you acquainted ?2—I was nearly

10 years in Jamaica, and I have been three years ia Demerara.

7466. In what capacity have you been in the West Indies?—As amissionary,

in connexion with the London Missionary Society.

7467. Have you been in the West Indies during the whole of the period that

you have now stated ?—With the exception of eight months, when I was obliged

to come away from Jamaica on account of ill health.
7468. Were you also some time in Barbadoes ?—I went only fora little time

in December last, hoping to prevent the necessity of a return to England ?—It

was six years ago.
7469. You have heard the evidence given by the gentleman last examined by

the Committee on the subjectof labour in the West Indies; do you concur in

his views on the subject ?—I have not heard the whole of it; but my impression

is, that it is principally the want of capital, and not the want of labour, which is

felt in the West Indies. I refer more particularly, when I say the “ West Indies,”

to the county of Demerara, in the colony of British Guiana.

7470. You think that if the proprietors had the means of hiring the labour

which is available in the labour market, they would be able to cultivate their

estates without any just complaint of the value of labour ?—I really do think so.

I have not only formed that opinion myself, but I observe in recent despatches

trom Governor Light, and from the special magistrates in the county of Demerara,

that they state the same thing.
7471. Are you led to suppose that their reluctance to hire this labour arises

in any degree from the rate of wages which it is necessary that they should pay

for it?—I do not think that the rate of wages could be much lower than it is at

present. If it were lower, it would be ruin to the estates altogether, because the

people would then abandon sugar cultivation, and cultivate solely their provision

erounds. The rate of wages in Demerara averages from three to four bits aday;
I am not speaking of task work.

7472. How much is that in English money *—Four bits is 1s. 4d. But when.
I say
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I say that, it should be borne in mind that 1s. 4d. in Demerara is not equal to

more than 10d. in England, if so much. In fact, a person can get as much bread

and cheese in England for 1d. as he can get for 4d. in British Guiana, and so in

proportion for any other necessary of life. .

7473. Mr. Barkly.) If he wanted yams he would get them much cheaper in

Demerara than in this country?—The negro cannot live only upon yams; he re-

requires salt fish, and beef and pork, and all those things are much dearer there

than in this country.
7474. Chairman.] Do you think that, comparing the money wages with the

price of the necessaries of life in both countries, the rate of wages is lower in

Demerara than in England?—I should not like to express that opinion conti-

dently. What I said was, that I do not think that the rate of wages could be

much lower ; if it were, the people would abandon sugar cultivation entirely, and

betake themselves wholly to the cultivation of their provision grounds.

7475. Do you mean the proprietors of the soil or theCreoles r—The Creole

population; the labourers.

7476. If the wages of labour were reduced there would be no personsoffering

themselves for hire ?—Just so.
“477. When you say that the rate of wages varied from three to four bits a day;

how many hours in the day does that imply ?-—-Six to seven hours.

7478. Mr. Gladstone.| May it be taken at 6% hours on the average 7—No;

I think more fairly seven hours, because I have known the people work more than

seven hours. When'I said six to seven hours, I wished to be within the mark.

7479. Mr. Barkly.] Did you ever know them take more than seven hours to

perform a day’s task ?—Yes, in weeding.
7480. Sir E. Buxton.] In weeding by task work, they sometimes take more than

six or seven hours to do a day’s work ?—Yes: but a day’s labour is generally about

seven hours. Sometimes ii takes more than seven hours to earn four or five bits.

7481. Mr. Barkly.] Then in a case where they take more than seven hours,

higher rate of wages is paid than that which you first spoke of :—Yes.
7482. Five bits would be about 1s. gd. sterling ?—One shilling and eight-

pence English ; fourpenny pieces are current for bits throughout the colony.

7483. Chairman.| Are you of opinion that if the labour market were sustained

by a large immigration of labour, the wages of labour would be reduced to such

a point as would be inconsistent with the comforts of the present labourers, and

would prevent their offering themselves for labour ?—I think they would.

7484. They would rather depend upon their own exertions than offer them-

selves for hire ?—I think they would. :
_ 7485. Sir E. Buaton.| You think that the effect of a large reduction in wages

in consequence of immigration, would be to withdraw from the estates a large

proportion of those persons who are now employed upon them ?—Yes.
7486. Mr. Barkly.] Do you think that that has been the effect of the immi-

gration which has taken place hitherto in the colony ; has it reduced the wages

so low as to produce that effect ?—No; I do not think so. But immigration has

been a vast expense without any profit to the colony. _

7487. Then do you think that if immigration were continued upon the same
scale upon which it has hitherto gone on, it would lead to those effects ?—It

would increase those bitter feelings which now exist between the employer and
the employed. It would I think leave the cultivation of the estates wholly to
the unskilled labour of imported emigrants.

7488. Your acquaintance with Demerara is principally with the east coast of

Demerara 2—Yes. a
7489. You resided upon that coast ?—Yes; but I am acquainted with other

parts of the colony. .
7490. Are you aware whether the east coast of Demerara is better supplied

with labour in every respect than any other part of the colony ?—Yes, I am.

7491. Therefore the difficulties with which the planters have had to contend
have been far less upon that coast than in other parts of the colony ?—Yes. I do
not know whether I may be permitted to read the opinion of one or two gentlemen.

Previously to my coming home to this country I was anxious to know the state the
colony was in ; and wishing not to rely upon my own opinion, I wrote to one or
two gentlemen requesting their opinion upon certain matters. One was a gentle-
man who had been in the colony a great many years, and who lives in another

part of the district. oe
0.53. 7492. Is
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7492. Is that gentleman a planter?—-No; he has been 16 years amongst the
labouring population as a missionary. I have no objection to mention his name,
His name is the Rev. John Scott.

7493. Is he also a missionary of the London Missionary Society '—He is,
Speaking of labour, he says, “ Any attempt to reduce wages much below what
they have been will drive the people from the cultivation of sugar altogether,”
That was in answer to the question, “To what mainly do you attribute the fact
that so many estates are involved, and unable to make sugar at a remunerative
profit ?”

7494. You have stated your opinion that it is the want of capital, and not the
wantof labour, that is the impediment to the estates being properly conducted in
Demerara. You areaware of the fact that the proprietor of one estate on the
coast, Plantation Annandale, is a man of very large capital ; how do you reconcile
the fact of Plantation Annandalenot being remunerative, carried on by the owner,
being a man of very large capital, and having expended that capital very liberally
in supplying that estate with machinery and everything necessary?—I live too far
from Annandale to be able to speak positively upon that subject. I know that
there wasa serious disagreement some time since between the manager of Annan-
dale and the people. I cannot speak with confidence upon it, but I know that
in the neighbourhood in which I lived the managers have often employed the
people, and when the task has been fulfilled they have been unable to pay, and.
the people have therefore refused to go back again to work.

7495. Has that occurred previously to the attempt to reduce the wages which
was made in September last ?—Jt was subsequent to that. .

7496. Then it occurred subsequently to the great distress which has occurred
in the colony of Demerara?—-Not only subsequently, but frequently. On one
estate which i have in my recollection at the present moment, in a particular con-
versation which ] had with the manager just before I came away, he said to me,
“Tam thankful, Mr. Barrett, that the people have struck work, for we have not
money to pay them.”

7497. Do you think thai is a correct description of the state of things which
existed in the colony a year ago, or has it only happened as the result of the com-
mercial distress which has recently existed in Demerara ?—I have no doubt that
the commercial distress has hastened ou the crisis which would ultimately have
come.

7498. At this time last year were not wages punctually paid by a majority of
the estates upon the east coast of Demerara ?—I should think at this time last
year the payment of wages was the rule, and non-payment the exception; but
what I refer to is this: upon many estates where disagreements occurred between
managers and the people, the managers would delay the payment of the wages;
and then those persons would tell it to their family and their friends; and the
consequence would be that an ill feeling would spread among those people, and
they would refuse to go back again to work upon the estate.

7499. Did not those disagreements arise out of an attempt to get more work
for the money, or to make a reduction in the wages, which was rendered necessary
by the circumstances in which the planters found themselves ?—Not always so.

7500. Take the cage of a resident proprietor; you are acquainted with Mr.
Jones, and with Mr. Porter upon the coast >~—Not with Mr. Jones.

7501, On their estates wages have been punctually paid, and large sums have
been invested in improvements, in vacuum pans, and in other ways. Do you
think that in those cases the reason why that cultivation has been unprofitable is
the want of capital ?—Not upon the Le Resouvenir Estate, which is one of Mr..
Porter’s finest estates.

7502. Is it probable that the proprietor of that estate would not be anxious to
engage labour if the cultivation were profitable to him ?—Certainly; but many
things are done by managers and by overseers, of which the proprietor is never
cognizant, and to which, if he were cognizant of it, he would put a stop, I say this
with the utmost contidence, and without any wish to mention particular estates,
although I ain willing to do so if the Committee wish. Upon one estate belong-
ing to the Honourable Mr. Porter, I know that things were done in the month of
January last which drove all the Creole labourers from the estate.

7503. Irrespective of any attempt to reduce wages?—In connexion with the
attempt to reduce wages, and the manner in which it was done.

7504. Sir E. Burton.] You think that the attempt to reduce wages lower than
they

 

 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 137

they are at present is almost certain to fail?—I am sure it is. I was more or

less in contact with nearly 1,000 labourers every week, and I have heard one and

all of them say, “ If wages are lowered we shall not go to work again; we may as

well go and cultivate our yams and cassiva, and sell them in the market.”

7505. It is your opinion that unless the planters can afford to pay the present

wages they cannot expect to continue the cultivation ofsugar ?—The present rate

of wages is required by the people, in consequence of the high price of provisions,

and the high price of provisions arises almost solely from the excessive importduties,

those import duties having been used for the purposes of immigration; so that the

people complain, and I think with great justice, that whilst provisions have been

made dearer their wages have been reduced. | At several large meetings that. I at-

tended, not meetings of a political character, but meetings for religious worship

upon the estates, when the worship has been over the people have come to me

and said, “ Minister, what are we todo? We cannot support our family upon this,

but if they will make provisions cheaper we will work for less wages.”

506. You think that if the import duties were taken off a large reduction

would take place in the price of provisions, and that then a large reduction might

also take place in the price of wages ?>—I am sure of that.

7507. You believe that the high import duties have a very detrimental effect

upon the colony ?— Very indeed. MayI be allowed to read the testimony of a

special magistrate in one of the recent despatches to the Government upon that

subject ; this is from Stipendiary Justice Brittain, June 1846: “ In connexion with

the rate of wages it may not be inopportune to notice the high price of all the

prime necessaries of life in this colony; wages are high, but the expense of living

is still higher; I think it may be asserted that in no British colony is the cost of

living so great as in British Guiana. The public are dependent on importation,

and it might be expected that every possible encouragement would be given to it,

so as to make it the interest of the labourer to cultivate sugar in preference to

provisions. The reverse however is the case; flour, Indian meal, corn meal, rice,

&e, all pay a heavy import dety in proportion to their prime cost. This system of

taxing heavily the articles of prime necessity will, if allowed to be pursued, prove

as impolitic as it is unjust.” That exactly expresses the opinion which I have long

entertained.
7508. Mr. Barkly.] You complain of the high duties upon the import of pro-

visions ; are you aware what the tax is upon a barrel of flour, for instance 2—It is

a dollar and a halfin the first place, and then four per cent. ad valorem duty, and.

then after that there is a 10 dollars licence befure the party taking it out can make

it into bread andsell it.
7509. That is for carrying on the trade of a baker 7——Yes.

7510. You think that that tax very much increases the cost of bread to the

people >—I think so, very much indeed; I am sure that the loaves are very much

smaller than they used to be.

rs11. Sir E. Buxton.| What is the value of a cask of flour upon which there

is this duty ?—Two bundred and sixty pounds of flour; the price varies according

to the amount of the import price and the import duty ; for instance, during the

famine in Ireland flour was very dear; it was as high as 16, 20, and 24 dollars the

barrel; that immediately found its level, and then the market was glutted, and

flour was down at 12 dollars a barrel, but the average price is 10 dollars a barrel.

7512, Mr. Barkly.] Was not it the fact that the price of provisions during the

last year or two in British Guiana has been very much enhanced: owing to the

diversion of the usual shipments of bread-stafis from the United States to this

country ?—Flour and other things, all bread-stuffs, were much dearer during the

year of famine than at any previous period. .

| 7513. Hf bread-stuffs were to return to their former price, then the difficulties

in the way of a reduction of the wages would be obviated :—They had returned

before I left the colony.
7514. Chairman.| Do you know what they were paying for a barrel of flour at

that time ?—Yes; superfine flour was 12 dollars a barrel ; but what they call hard

packed flour, nine and ten dollars. / oo ;

7515. Sir E. Burton.| Can you state what reduction in wages might take

place if those duties were all repealed ?—It would be very difficult for me to do

that.

7516. Do you think that the people would then be willing to work for wages

at a reduction of 25 per cent.; that is 15- instead of 15. 4d. a day ?—Without

0.53.
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that reduction in the cost of provisions they have generally accepted of 25
per cent. reduction; that is stated in the last despatches of Governor Light, and
also of all the special magistrates.

7517. Mr. Barkly.] Are you aware that the Combined Court, when they met,
told his Excellency in their reply to his address, that the negroes generally had
not returned to work, and that where they had it was not at a reduced rate of
wages ?—Yes, I saw that statement; but 1 do not know how to reconcile that
with the statement of so many special magistrates, which is in their report to his
Excellency, that all was peaceable and quiet, and that the people hadgenerally
returned to work, having accepted of a reduction of wages.

7518. Are not those who pay wages most likely to know what they pay ?—The
special magistrates receive their information from the managers, and the gentlemen
composing the Court of Policy receive their information also from the managers,
I do not think that I ought to be called upon to explain the discrepancy. .

7519. When you state that the wages have been reduced, and that the negro
population were willing to accept a reduction of 25 per cent., you at the same
time admit that that statement has been contradicted by the Legislature of the
colony at their first meeting ?—I believe it has; but I know it is a fact that wien
T left the east coast of Demerara, on the 12th of March, the people were then
working upon the estates.

7520. Sir &. Buxton.] You consider that under the circumstances 1s. a day
is the minimum of wages at which the black population can be expected to work .
in Demerara ?—The adult population.

7521. And it is your opinion, therefore, that if Demerara is to compete with
such colonies as Cuba, they must have such a price for sugar as will enable them
to pay at least 15. a day for wages to the adult popuiation?—I confess that as a
minister of religion 1 cannot speak very decidedly as to these fiscal questions.

7522. Is not that a necessary result, that if 1s. a day is the lowest rate of
wages that the people can accept, it is necessary that the cultivation at that price
should be profitable, or else it will be abandoned r—Certainly; I admit that, of
course; but I do not wish to lose sight of the fact that there are many improve-
ments that could be introduced into the modes both of agriculture and of manu-
facture, and that much economy might be practised upon estates which is not
practised now, which would enable the proprietors to give 15. a day for skilled
labour.

7523. It has been stated in Parliament that the effect of admitting foreign sugar
on equal terms will be to reduce wages in the West Indies to such a degree that,
in spite of the reduced price of sugar, the cultivation of sugar in our West Indian
colonies will still be profitable ; is it your opinion that that assertion is well
founded —I do not think that the admission of slave-grown sugar can reduce
wages in our own colonies,

7524. You think that the effect of a very great reduction of wages will be, that
people will refuse io cultivate sugar; not that they will work at reduced wages ?—
I think so, most decidedly. ;

7525. Colonel Thompson.] For how much less than 15s. a day do you think it
is possible to keep a labouring man in working order in those colonies ?—For
nothing less than that. I believe it takes a labouring man 15. a day to live.
I do not mean to say that he eats a shilling’s worth of food in a day, bat I am
speaking of the whole expense of his living.

7526. Supposing a contractor of any kind had to keep a labouring man on
the condition of his being in working order, for how much Jess than 1s. a day do
you think that would be practicable>—I do not know.

7527. Could you, for instance, keep a man for less than 1s. a day, keeping
him in health and in working order?—I think it would be very difficult indeed,
to keep a man in working condition for less than 1s. a day.

7528. Mr. Barkly.] Did you hear what the rate of wages was when you, were
in Barbadoes ?—-No; I was in such ill-health when I was there, that 1 was unable
to go about much.

7529. Were they not reduced to 74d. a day ?—I know they were.
7530. Was it not the fact, that there was a considerable exportation of provi-

sions frum British Guiana to Barbadoes ?—Yes; but the price of provisions is
very low in Barbadoes. A magistrate in Barbadoes told ine himself, that 1s. a
day in Demerara is not ‘equal to 7d. a day in Barbadoes; the people can get
more to eat and more to wear for one-third less money in Barbadoes.

7531. How
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7531. How do you reconcile that with the fact that many scores of loads of Rev. W.G. Barrett.

jantains were exported from British Guiana to Barbadoes, at a time when -——————

wages were aS low as 74d. a day ?—That was in a particular time of drought 29 June 1848.

in Barbadoes.
7532. But still the Barbadoes labourer did contrive to subsist upon those

wages with dearer provisions ?—I think not. Many of the Barbadoes labourers

scarcely existed during that time of drought, when they were dependent upon the

rice and provisions imported from British Guiana.

7533. Did you hear of any deaths from famine ?—I did not hear of any.

7534. Do you think that such a thing ever occurred ?—I would not like to

express an opinion upon that.

7535. Chairman.| Were you there at the time?—No, I went there in Decem-

ber last. ,

7536, But you understood that they suffered extremely from the high price of

provisions ?— During a short time.
7537. Sir E. Buxton.] Is it your opinion that the low rate of wages is rather

produced in Barbadoes by the great supply of labour and the great number of

the population ?—I have no doubt of that, toa great extent, and from the extreme

economy practised with regard to everything. On one occasion a merchant in Bar-

badoes was driving me into the country, and we saw a waggon coming into the

town in which there were three hogsheads of sugar, and a respectable looking

man was driving the waggon. I said to the merchant who was driving me, one

of the magistrates of Bridge Town, “ Who is that respectable looking man driv-

ing that waggon?” He said, “ That is the proprietor driving his own sugar to

market in Bridge Town.” Isaid, “Is he making his little estate or his farm

pay?” He said, “Certainly he is; making it pay verywell.”

7598. Do you think that such small estates might be carried on with advantage

in British Guiana?—I am not prepared to answer that question positively, but I

do not think the present system can hold out much longer.

7539. Chairman.| What system ?—The present system in Demerara and

throughout the West Indies generally.
7540. Will you describe that system ?—Many of the proprietors are deeply

involved; their estates are mortgaged, and when. once mortgagedI believe they

are. always mortgaged; they are thus bound to the mortgagee. The mortgager,

the proprietor, very likely has an attorney abroad, and the mortgagee has his

attorney; and these attornies have no personal interest in the estate further than

securing their own income. ‘Then under the attorney is the manager, and under

the manager the overseers, and thus the whole business of the cultivation of the

cane-plant and the making of sugar is entrusted to a delegated authority,

7541. Do you attribute, to a great extent, to those circumstances the present :

depression of the affairs of the West India proprietors in Demerara ?—I do

indeed.
7542. Are you acquainted with any case of a party who is in possession of. an

estate which is not burdened with all those debts and incumbrances ?—No, I am

not personally, but I believe nine-tenths of the estates in British Guiana are. in

that condition. There may be one-tenth free from those incumbrances; I cannot

say, because I had not an opportunity of moving about from place to place in the

colony. The discharge of ny duties confined ine to one place.

7543. Supposing one-tenth of the estates to be free from those incumbrances,

would it not be the inference that that tenth part was prosperingr—I think it
would. I was speaking to an old planter, about a week before 1 came away, who

has been about 20 years in the colony, ana he said, ‘I tell you what, if I had

capital to buy an estate, just to work it, and economise in every way, it would

pay me handsomely.” At the same time the estate he was managing was not

paying.
7544. Mr. Barkly.) Ave there not many resident proprietors who live upon

their estates, and manage them well, and yet find it unprofitable ?—I think they
were in difficulties long before the emancipation.

7545. Are not there instances of men who do not owe one sixpence in the
world, who are in possession of properties, even on the east Cvast, and yet find
their cultivation unprofitable?—I am unable to answer that question.

7546. Sir E. Buzton.] Is it your opinion that if the present price of sugar in

England continues, by careful and economical management the cultivation .of

sugar may still be profitable in British Guiana ?—1 would rather decline answer-
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ing that question, as I am not practically acquainted with the processes of agri-

culture and manufacture. °

7547. Mr. Barkly.| De the people within your own knowledge work con-
tinuously every day in the week ?—Five days in the week.

7548. If they worked the sixth day would not that enable them to subsist in
the same degree of comfort with a lower rate of wagest—I do not think they
could subsist if they had not their provision grounds to depend upon. T think
they would be reduced to starvation, and therefore they are obliged to take Satur-
day to cultivate their grounds. .

7549. Sir E. Buxton.] That is usually done ?—That is always done.
7550. It is done during crop time?—Not so much during crop time, because

then they send their wives and children to do it. I have a little garden, and ]
have frequently tried to hire people upon the Saturday, and the invariable answer
is, “No, massa, I cannot come upon Saturday; I am sorry to disoblige you, but
we must keep up our ground; all the money we earn is spent in cluthes, and salt
fish, and rice.”

7551. It is your opinion that the people in Demerara do work, either in their
own grounds or in the grounds of their masters, every working day in the week ?—

I think the bulk of the population may be spoken of as industrious people, As
for squatting, as it is familiarly termed, I do not think such a thing exists in
Demerata.

7552. Mr. Barkly.) You say you think that the bulk of the population work

five days in the week. Is that consistent with the reports of the stipendiary
magistrates, as to the working of the population ?—Jt is with the most recent

reports. [have some in my hand received by the last packet, and those reports
from all the special magistrates represent the population throughout the various
districts as being in the condition I have described.

7553. As working five days in the week?—They do not mention the number
of days, but as being most industrious, quiet, orderly, and so on; here are the
reports of the special magistrates (producing the same).

7554. In the last half yearly reports from the stipendiary magistrates to the

Governor, do not they state that the number of the population at work was equal,
taking men, women, and children, to about 32,000, there being a population of
about 120,000 in the colony ?—-Yes.

7555. Then it does not seem that the whole population are working five days

in the week ?—They may be working continuously upon other things besides

working for the sugar estates; a vast number are employed in the town about

the shipping.
7556. Do you think that the people would not have time enough to attend to

their grounds now, as they used to do during slavery, after they had done their

task for the day, which you say takes them 67 hours ?—During slavery the grounds
were cultivated upon compulsion, and even then they were imperfectly cultivated,

inasmuch as the labourers depended partly upon the provisions served out weekly

upon the estates, salt fish, corn, and-other things, and there was no inducement

to cultivate their provision grounds; when they did cultivate them it was upon
the Sunday, and then they had to do it under the eye of the overseer; and I have

heard it stated by overseers repeatedly, ‘‘ When we did go with the people on

Sunday to see the provision grounds we were very well tired with the week’s work,
and we never troubled our heads about it, nor the people either.”

7557. Were you in Demerara during the apprenticeship?—No, I was in

Jamaica; I have heard that stated in Demerara by persons who were there during

the time, overseers of estates.

7558. Do you think that during the apprenticeship the people cultivated their

grounds solely upon the Sundays?—-No, certainly not; they found time at other

periods; but then a vast number of people, immediately the apprenticeship

commenced, manumitted themselves, and so obtained time to work their grounds.
7559. Do you think that the six or seven hours a day is as much labour as you

can expect from them in that country ?—No, I do not think that. .
7560. You think they might do a better day’s work ?—Yes, I do; I think if

you take the balk of the population, there is not that inducement to hard continu-
ous labour in a tropical climate that there is in such a climate as this; it pro-
duces a considerable amount of indolence on the part of every one; it is impos-
sible to use that amount of exertion there that one can employ at home; the cli-

mate forbids it.
7561. Chairman.|
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7561. Chairman.] You are speaking with reference to European constitutions?

—With reference to negroes also; it requires a very strong stimulus, either of the

whip or of very highwages, to make a man thoroughly industrious there.

7562. Do you think it requires a stronger impelling motive to industrious

jabour in the West Indies than in this country ?—It requires a stronger motive

than 1s. a day, which is the price of a bare subsistence.

7563. Mr. Barkly.] Have not many of the negro population in British Guiana

amassed large sums of money in the last few years :—I think not, lately.

7564. Have not you heard of large sums of money being given by them for

the purchase of estates?—Yes, that was money which they saved up during

slavery.
rs: Have not large sums been given for the erection of chapels ?—Yes,

there have, but that was principally money that had been earned at former

periods. . .

7566. You do not think that under the state of things which has existed since

the emancipation, the negroes have saved money ?—In some cases they have, but

not to the same extent asthey were able to do formerly, when their wants, few

as they were, were supplied by the estates, and their desires were not so many as

they are now; because no man, woman, or child would dress now as they used to

doin the time of slavery, or even at the commencement of apprenticeship. ‘Their

dress is much better in every respect. The congregation that I had upon the

Sabbath day was composed wholly of black people; I had not one white person,

except Mrs. Barrett, amongst the 800 to goo people generally assembled in the

chapel, and they would have equalled any English congregation, composed as they

were, exclusively of agricultural labourers, co

7567. Chairman.] You mean that they would have been equal in respect of

dress ?—Yes; I do not mean equal to a fashionable congregation in England,

but an ordinary rural congregation. -

7568. Those articles not being articles of necessity or even articles that can
be considered as contributing materially to the comfort of the people ; if they lay

out a portion of their wages in fresh dresses, one would suppose that they must

be earning wages which might be considered rather high wages ?—No, there is
no desire for fine dress now; that is, no desire compared with what there was six

or eight years ago. It was just in the transition froma state of nakedness to one

of clothing, that the negroes thought that the best thing they could do was to

adorn themselves as highly as possible. That cured itself, and the people have

returned to a decent and moderate style of dress. You see no feathers, no para-
sols, no silk dresses. Oo

7569. Sir E. Burton.] Then it is not true that the ladies walk with silk
parasols over their heads ?—I do not think such a thing ever occurred. me

7570. Chairman.] You said that yvur congregation was very well dressed ?—

Very nicely dressed in printed muslin gowns.
7571. Were they better dressed than a rural congregation in this country ?—

he ; just about the same as our own country labourers are dressed upon a Sunday

ere, . .

7572. Should you say that the labouring population in Demerara are in cir-
cumstances of great comfort '—I think they are, taken upon the whole, in a state

of comparative comfort, far greater comfort than they were formerly. The only

thing that I dread is the extensive introduction of those labourers trom the. East
Indies and also labourers from the coast of Africa, throwing back that growing
state of civilization which has been so delightful to every friend of humanity.

7573. Sir E. Buxton.| It has been stated that many of those people have

possessed horses, and that in some cases they ride to their work on horses.

When you were in Jamaica, did you observe that the labourers went to work on
horses :—I never saw such a thing. bone

7574. Did you ever hear of such a thing?—I never heard of it, except that

Thave sometimes heard such a.thing stated with a good laugh, as if it was a
caricature, :

7575. Mr. Barkly.] Did you never know of the fact: of labourers keeping
horses upon their masters’ estates ?—Yes, with permission; the headmen upon

the estates, who have from time immemorial. been indulged with extraordinary
privileges, But that is a very different thing from keeping borses upon, an estate

at home; because upon every estate in Jamaica there are some hundreds of

acres tutally unemployed.
0.53. 7576. But
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7576. But it was the fact that men in the position of agricultural labourers did
keep horses upon the estate, and did ride them when they had occasion to do so?
—In my congregation, I think the average number of horses in my chapel-yard
was three. .

7577. Sir E. Buxton.| What was the number that came on horses to your
chapel in Jamaica ?—-I should think sometimes 20 or 30; but then I hada large
number of respectable free settlers who had never been slaves.

7578. Do not the people who keep horses keep them as matters of trade, to
eonvey provisions to market /—Not only so, but for purposes of riding too.
Many of those that were formerly slaves were men endowed with great natural
energy of character. ‘They overcame the difficulties of their position and saved
up money daring slavery, partly by their wives and children taking care ofa little
stock, and when they became free they possessed a considerable amount of money.
But those cases are individual cases.

7579. Does that description apply to the general condition of the labouring
population F—Certainly not.

7580. Can you state the number of emigrants who have been imported into
British Guiana since the emaucipation ?—Torty-one thousand, seven hundred and
forty-one.

7581. Mr. Barkly.| That includes those who have left the colony as well as
those who remain in it?—Yes.

7582. Sir E. Buvton.] And it includes a considerable amount of labourers
who have come of their owa accord from other colonies !— It includes all foreign
labour that has been brought into the labour market of British Guiana.

7583. Can you state the proportion of the sexes which tave been brought :—
Only with regard to the East Indian emigration. I should think that the pro-
portion of the sexes has been pretty equal in the emigrants trom the islands, and
the emigrants from Madeira; but the proportion of the sexes has been very
unequal in the Kast Indian emigrants, and the consequence is that many vices,
before unknown to the colony, have been brought into British Guiana by the
Coolies from Calcutta and Madras.

7584. Mr. Barkly.| Those vices are confined to the Coolies ?7—Yes.
7585. Have you any reason to kuow that they did not exist among the Coolies

while they remained at Madras or Calcutta ?—Perhaps so; our fear is lest they
should introduce these things among the Creole population.

7586. Have you any reason to apprehend that ?—The people have sometimes
come to me, and told me ‘I am going to leave the estate.” I have said, “ What
for?” “ I do not like to tell you, minister.” I have said, “ You had better tell
me.” ‘The Coolies do things so bad.” I have said, “ What do you mean?”
‘1 cannot tell you, minister; very bad; Coolie man do things very bad.” ‘That
is a species of oral evidence which I think cannot be refused belief.

7587. The Coolic emigration is at an end, as far as British Guiana is concerned,
is it not, after the present year r—— Yes.

7588. Have you seen anything of immigration from the coast of Africa?—I
know very few that have come; there were a few Kroomen in my neighbour-
hood ; they were the worst characters among the black people; they are a peculiar
sort of people; they refuse to associate with other negroes; they keep to them-
selves; they never send their children to school, nor do I know a single case of
any of them coming under any kind of religious instruction. There may have
been such cases, but I have made frequent inquiries and I never could hear of
any. Clergymen and Methodist ministers, and Presbyterian ministers have been
asked, “ Do the Kroomen in your neighbourhood come to your place of worship ?”
and “ No” is the invariable answer. They have introduced, beyonddoubt, the
practice of Obeahism, which was fast dying out of the colony ; it is a wild African
superstition.

7589. It has been revived in consequence of the importation of labourers from
Africa ?—Yes; it has been revived upon all those estates where Kroomen have
been introduced.

7590. Mr. Barkly.| With reference to Jamaica, during the time you were
there was not it found that Obeahism revived very considerably in the island, and
that there were many trials in the criminal court arising out of it ?-—No, it was
Myalism, a supposed counter charm to Obeahism. .

7591. It was an African superstition?—Yes, introduced by the Africans

themselves. :
75G2. That
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7502. That was before immigration had commenced ?—It was immediately Rev.W. G. Barrett.

after the formation of the native West India regiments.

7593. There had been 9 immigration then ?—Not to any extent. 29 June 1848.

7594. Sir E. Burton.] Were those West India regiments formed of natives

from Jamaica ?—No, native Africans.

7595. Chairman.| What would be the state of mind, with reference to a belief

in Christianity, of those whv became re-converted to Obeahism?—TI can hardly

describe the negroes’ state of mind with regard to Obeahism. It is a belief

that certain persons have power fo inflict diseases upon them. But during the

last 14 years there bas been a most powerful advancement of the truth among

them.
596. Mr.M. Miines.| Was not the same thing found all through Europe

in the form of witchcraft ?—It is a sort of witchcraft; they think that certain

persons are possessed of supernatural intelligence and power. Do

"7597. Chairman.] Howis it consistent with their belief in Christianity ?—That

is a point of considerable difficulty; but I have known persons of undoubted

religious character shake their head, and say, “ That man know too much, and I

am afraid of him; he can do too much.” oe

7598. Is Obeahism confined to a kind of witchcraft ?—Yes. Ihave seen and

heard of cases of able-bodied men pining away and dying under the supposed

influence of Obeahisn.
7599. Mr. Barkly.] Does not Myalism prevail more among the Baptists and

other religious denominations ?—Principally ameng the Methodists; it was sup-

posed to be a counter-charm to Obeahiser.

-600. Do you think that arose at the time of the formation of the-black West

India regiment ?—No; I wean to say that the introduction of an ignorant and

partially civilized population would have the effect of driving back the onward

progress of civilization and Christianity. That is all that I mean to say.

7601. Has the onward progress of the negroes in civilization been satisfactory

to your own mind the last few years; do you think that they have advanced as

rapidly daring the last four or five years as they did during the previous four or

five years?—Taking all things into consideration, I think beyond our most

sanguine expectations; and I am rather surprised to tind the manner. in which a

special magistrate who cannot be charged with favouritism towards the negro popu-

lation writes in a despatch which has not been published here. Itis a despatch dated

the goth of April 1848, from Edward Carbery, special magistrate: he says, “I

think itis undeniable that the progress of the emancipated peasantry since 1848

has been sufficiently satisfactory” (he must mean 1838): “it could not reasonably

be expected that the characteristic vices of a servile condition should suddenly

disappear from among a people who were so long exposed to the degrading in-

fluences of slavery.” “ The emancipated. peasantry have failed in none of the

important duties which individuals owe to society; they have been loyal and

peaceable subjects. Jf their industry did not answer the. expectations or the

wishes of their former masters, it has at least been sufficient to maintain them in

comlort, and to enable thousands of them to become owners of the soil which

they formerly tilled as slaves. On all occasions they evince a becoming deter-

ence to persons in authority, aud, generally speaking, are suburissive to the laws.

They treat their spiritual teachers-with great respect, and the Itberal contributions,

they have made towards the ercction of various religious edifices are evidences of

their piety and zeal. It would be unjust to deny them the possession of many

social virtues; they are charitable and hospitable ; scores of idle Coolies are

maintained among the rural districts, chiefly by the contributions they receive at

the cottages of the labourers ; and whenever called upon to subscribe for the relief

of the distressed, their donations bave been always sufficiently liberal.” Now this

gentleman cannot be accused of any undue partiality towards the negroes.

7602. Do not some of the stipendiary magistrates, in their series of reports,

give a rather less satisfactory account of the progress ot the population, espe-

cially among the freeholders?—f think not; I have copied the substance ofthem.

One says, “ Everything quiet and orderly.” Another says, .“ Nothing to excite

apprehension in the conduct of the people.” Another says, ‘* No insubordina-

tion. Another says, “ Population peaceably disposed.” Another says, ‘* Orderly
and peaceful.” Another says, “ Everything quiet and peaceable.”

7603. That is in answer to direct inquiries in a circular addressed from Go-

vernor Light ?—In answer to a circular addressed by the Government Secretary,

9.53- Mr.
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“Rev. IV. @. Barrett. Mr. Walker, requesting them to afford him some information with regard to-the

29 June 1248.
conduct of the peasantry, of the freeholders in particular.

7604. Do not the special magistrates in their reports state that the free-

holders are not advancing satisfactorily in civilization ?—I am not aware that they

say so; it may be so; I have been travelling, and have not had time to read

them very carefully.
“605. Sir E. Bugxton.} Can you state to the Committee the total amount

which the colony has spent in immigration during the last eight years ?—632,316

dollars; that is the amount of bounty paid for the introduction of immigrants

into British Guiana down to June the goth, 1846; there is no authentic infor-

mation since that.
7606. Can you state whether that large importation of immigrants has had

the effect of lowering wages to any great degree 9—Taking all the circum-

stanees into consideration, { should think not; taking everything that is paid

for, and everything paid to the immigrants, I think there has been a keeping

up in the rate of wages, rather than a lowering; I mean taking into consi-

deration all the expenses, and not merely the money paid to them for their

weekly work, because the Coolies went about the country and did very little work.

7607. Mr. Barkly.| Does not that rather lessen your apprehensions as to the

effect of a large introduction of immigrants, if the effect of their introduction,

so far as it has gone, has been rather to raise wages than to lower them ?—I

do not mean to say thatit has increased the rate of wages to the labouring popula- |

tion, but it has occasioned the planters to pay more upon the whole, in keeping

up a large and expensive police establishment, The hospital expenses alone in

George Town, which has never had less than 400 patients in it, cost the colony

500 dollars a day. Taking those things into consideration, I think the scheme

has been exceedingly costly.

7608. Sir E. Buxton.] You believe that, upon the whole, it has been a losing

speculation to the colony to import labourers from foreign places?—I believe

it is generally admitted on all hands, that the Coolie immigration is a total
failure.

7609. Do you think it likely that immigration from the coast of Africa would

fail in the same way ?—I do not know, because the Africans are a more able

kind of people, and would fall more readily intg the labour.

7610. Chairman.| The expense would be less !—Yes, and they would not be

subject to the same diseases.
7611. Mr. Barkly.| Are not the Madeira people valuable immigrants 1—The

mortality has beeu very great among them. ,

7612. Is it not a fact that they are the principal shopkeepers and hucksters in

the colony ?—Yes; I do not deny that they are most industrious people.

7613. Setting aside the mortality, that immigration has been more successful ?

—Yes: but out of 15,000, 7,600 had died at the end of three years.

7614. Upon what authority do you state that?—Dr. Bonyon.

7615. Are you aware that that authority has been very much questioned by

the report of a committee appointed by the Court of Policy; Dr. Bonyon, it is

stated, having supposed that all were dead who could not be found ?>—I saw some

statement of that kind; but I think the same result would be arrived at only by

a consideration of the hospital returns, published every half-year by Dr. Blair,

which ‘it is perfectly appalling to read: “ Death,” “ Death,” “* Death,” “ Death,”

“Johannez” this name, and “Fernandez” the other name who have been

admitted into the hospital after four or six months of residence in the colony.

7616. Chairman.] Were they dissipated in their habits 7—No; they were

generally attacked with dysentery. _

-617. Sir E. Buxton.] Are those immigrants paid the same wages as the

Creoles ?—I think so.
7618. Mr. Barkly.] Were not many of those Madeira people voluntary

immigrants >—Yes. .
_ 7619. They actually took up vessels and paid for their own passage 7—-Yes;

but the mortality has been about the same in each case.

7620. They came after suffering extreme famine in the island of Madeira :—

Latterly.
7621. Chairman.| What are your impressions, looking at the question of

immigration in an economical point of view only; if you were a proprietor 1n

Demerara sou would not desire it ?—Certainly not. ;
7622. Are
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7622. Are you acquainted with any individuals of intelligence, who understand

the social condition of Demerara, owners of property, who hold that opinion with

reference to African immigration ?—No, I am not.

7623. You are not acquainted with any among them who think that African

immigration would not promote the welfare of their condition ?—I am scarcely

able to answer that question.
624. Mr. Barkly.] The Africans have been valuable labourers to the

planters 4—Yes, I have no doubt of it.

7625. Your objections to their introduction arise upon religious and moral

grounds ?—Yes.
:

7626. Sir E. Buxton. Is there employment for the labourers during the

whole of the year ?—Not in all cases.
7627. Generally there is ?—Yes.
628. There were several fires in the beginning of this year that were sup-

posed to be incendiary; is it your opinion that those fires were generally incen-

diary fires ?—I will state what I know about those fires; I was living upon an

estate on which one. of those fires occurred, on Montrose estate, the 15th of

January in this year. About. the middle of the day I observed that there was a

large fire on the estate, and I found that. the trash house was on fire; the

house was burnt to the ground. My special duties prevented my going back

to the estate on that day; it was on a Saturday. Sunday morning the 16th

of January another fire broke out on Lusignan estate, about five miles further up

the coast. Immediately on those fires taking place a proclamation was issued,

I think upon the 18th, three days after the first fire, by his Excellency the

Governor, stating that there was every reason to believe that those fires were the

work of incendiaries, and offering a reward for their apprehension. I very much.

regretted the appearance of the proclamation. I think there was no doubt that

both of those fires were the work of an incendiary, but that they were not the

work of any planned system of incendiarism, such as that to which his Excel-

lency the Governor referred in his proclamation. It was stated in the Royal

Gazette that upon Montrose estate, whereI lived, the people stood by with the

utmost indifference and beheld the property destroyed. When I mentioned this

to Mr. Ross, the manager of the estate, he said, “It is a falsehood: if the

people could have saved the buildings they would; although there was a disagree-

ment between me and the people at the time, every man, woman, and. child

turned out, and did what they could to save the property on the estate.”

7629. Did you see that yourself >—I saw the fire, but I did not see the turn-

ing out of the people; it was in the mid-day on Saturday, and I was preparing

for my duties on the Sunday. On the Lusignan estate it was also stated in

the Royal Gazette that the people stood by with indifference, and saw the

overseers’ houses destroyed; that they did not turn out. Mr. M‘Crae, the

attorney of the property, immediately wrote a letter to the Royal Gazette,

contradicting the statement, and saying, that although the house was on fire in

the middle of the night (there was no evidence to say how it was fired), and

the people had retired to rest, the whole body of labourers turned out, and did

everything they could to save the property. a ae

7630. So that in both those cases the agents gave testimony to you. that.

there was no such disaffection at all among the people ?—-None at all; and

this was at the time of a general strike.

7631. Can you give the Committee any account of the laws which regulate

the relations between’ masters and labourers ?—I cannot do so with certainty ;

I have not referred to any of these laws for some months. Some time in the

course of last year there was an Ordinance, called No. 30, regulating the rela-

tions between masters and servants; conceiving the Ordinance to be of an

impolitic as well as of an oppressive character, I drew up a memorial respecting

it, which was signed by all the ministers in the colony of our denomination,

and sent home through his Excellency Governor Light; to which I have never

received any answer, nor even any acknowledgment of its receipt.

7632. Chairman.| From whom did you expect that answer:— rom the

Government : we expected, at least, an acknowledgment that it had been

received. The ministers that signed it represented at least 10,000 of the

people; and we adopted this mode of memorial to the Government instead of

calling public meetings upon the subject. One of the special magistrates says,

that in his district the missionary ministers (as we are termed) have created.

0.53. some
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some political agitation with reference to this very Ordinance. In my own
case I can safely say this, that so far from doing so, I carefully abstained from
it, and memorialized the Government at home, in order to prevent the excite-

ment that would have attended political meetings there.
7633. Was it your opinion that any extensive dissatisfaction existed among

the labouring population with respect to any Jaws that have lately been enacted
in the colony >—Yes, one law in particular, a recent tax ordinance; that has
done more mischief to the colony than any act of legislation since 1834. The

people who had provision-grounds for raising market vegetables were by one
clause in this Act forbidden to take those vegetables to market, except they
take out a licence, which would cost them 10 dollars.

7634. A licence for what?—A licence for selling yams, or arrow-root, or
ginger, or whatever they grow upon their grounds.

7635. Mr. Barkly.] A licence for selling them in the market?—For selling them
at all anywhere, as Mr. Garnett, the commissary of taxation, explained to me.
He said, “ If a woman was selling ginger-beer she would be liable to be fined
10 dollars.” I said, “ That is a very strange thing; first to complain that
people are not industrious, and refuse to work their provision-grounds; and
now that the people have been industrious, and have worked their provision-
grounds, and have made the country a garden, they are forbidden to take the
produce of their grounds to market, except they take out a 10-dollar licence.”

7636. Sir E. Buxton.] Is it a fact that if a person grows yams upon. his own
provision-grounds, he is obliged to take out a 10-dollar licence in order to sell
them ?—Yes. The consequence was that the people said, “ We will not work
upon the estates; if we cannot sell what we grow, we will not work.” And for
many weeks the people sat down and did not work; I should think for eight or
ten weeks.

7637. Mr. Barkly.|] At what time was this?—It was about the middle of
last year.

7038. That had no connexion with the general strike:—-No. The Governor
saw that the excitement of the people was very great ; the merchants in George
Town complained that they could get nothing to eat; for the people from the
country districts refused to take their provisions to town to sell, and the Act
was allowed, after eight or ten weeks operation, to be a dead letter; but it is
in the power of the Governor at any time to evoke it.

7639. Chairman.] What did you understand was the object of the ordi-
nance ?——-The Hon. Peter Rose said, in the Court of Policy, “We shall not
know where these fellows come from, if we do not make them take out a
licence when they come to town to sell their provisions.” The people read
that, and they said, “ We do not like to be called ‘ fellows.’ ”

7640. Do you believe that the object of that ordinance was to compel the
people to labour on theestatesof the proprietors, rather than to labour for
their provisions ?—No; I believe it was intended to raise an additional sum for
immigration purposes, because the chest was exhausted.

7641. It was purely a fiscal object >—Yes.
7642. Sir E. Buxton.] Are you aware of any laws relating to labour which

are felt to be a hardship by the newly imported immigrants ?—‘The Coolies
often complain; I cannot say with what reason. I have conversed with
numbers of Coolies when they have come begging in the yard; but I never met
with one who did not bitterly deplore the day that he left India. Intelligent
men, who could speak two or three languages, have said to me, “If there
were a foot road to Madras or Calcutta, I would walk back if I died going.”

7643. Many of the Coolies imported were totally unfit for field labour ?—
Yes; wretched emaciated creatures.

7644. Mr. Barkly.] Have not many of them improved very much during
their residence in the colony ?—Yes; but vast numbers have died from actual
starvation.

7645. Chairman.] Did not many take money back to India?—Yes ; the first
corps of emigrants did. That was before my time; none have gone back
within my time.

7646. Colonel Thompson.| If the British Government were to bring cargoes
of Africans from the coast of Africa, and turn them ashore gratuitously in the
colony; for how much less than 1s. a day do you think those men could be
supported in working order, considering all the expenses which would be con”

sequen
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sequent upon their presence ?—In British Guiana I think not less than 1s.

a, day.
7647. One shilling a day being the present wages of Creole labourers '—

Yes.
7648. Then you mean to say that you think that if the British Government

should bestow the whole expense of immigration upon the planters in the

colony, they could not keep those men after they were brought there in work-

ing order for less than they can now obtain the work of Creole labourers ?—

I do certainly think so.

7649. Sir E. Buxton.) Have wages very much decreased since the first years

after emancipation ?—Very much indeed.

7650. What were the wages during those years?— In 1839-40 in Jamaica

the wages were 1s. 6d. and 2s.a day.

7651. Mr. Barkly.] Is that currency >In 1838 I think the currency of

Jamaica was assimilated to that of Great Britain; but I am not certain about

that ; but the wages were considerably higher immediately after the beginning

of freedom than at the present time.

652. Does that remark apply to British Guiana ?—I was not there at that

time; I can only speak from what the people have told me; I think I have

heard the people say that they could sometimes get a dollar a day; but that

was for a long hard day’s trench work.

Rev.W.G. Barret*
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7653. What can they make by a good long day’s trench work now ?—About |

six bits; halfa dollar.

+654. Chairman.| You state that a labourer cannot subsist in anything like

comfort under 1 s. a day in British Guiana, but he seems to do very well in

Barbadoes for about one-third of that money; how will you explain what are

the different circumstances in British Guiana, as compared with Barbadoes,

which produce that result ?—When I was in Barbadoes 1 went into the market,

and I asked the price of provisions and things which I saw in the market, and

L found them two-thirds or three-fourths cheaper than provisions of the same

kind in Demerara.

“655. Mr. Barkly.| Were those native provisions ?—Native provisions, corn,

meal and flour.
7656. But the soil of Barbadoes is not more fertile 7—No, but the utmost

economy is practised with regard to everything, in manuring the soil and atten-

tion paid to the refuse, which is never thought anything of in British Guiana

nor in any parts of Jamaica, and close superintendence of the estates by resi-

dent proprietors, or by persons immediately interested in the soil; those things

account for living being much cheaper there.

7657. Is the labouring population in a state of social comfort in Barbadoes ?

—My residence there was only three weeks, and during part of that time I was

laid up with sickness.
7658. Is there much more physical suffering ?— There is more physical

suffering, because there is a much thicker population in Barbadoes.

7659. Shouldyou describe the general condition of the population as being

one of a lower degree of welfare than the condition of the population in Jamaica

and Demerara ?—No, I think not.
-660. Then there is no reason why Demerara should not become eventually

as prosperous for the labouring man as Barbadoes 9—I see no reason whatever,

7661. Mr. Barkly.] With reference to the difference in the value of those

native provisions in Barbadoes and in Demerara, do you think that the extra

labour expended in raising them tends at all to account for the cheapness of

those provisions ?—Many circumstances have produced it. It is the result of a

long course of things. Barbadoes is an old English colony. oo

7662. That does not make provisions grow cheaper >—No; but being the

oldest English colony, habits of economy and good management have grown up

there which 4re unknown in more recent colonies.

7663; Why should the negroes grow provisions cheaper upon the less fertile

soil of Barbadoes than upon the more fertile soil of Demerara ?—Other persons

pesides the negroes turn their attention to the cultivation of provisions in Bar-

adoes.
7664. Is not it the fact that that arises from labour being cheaper in Barba-

does than in British Guiana, and that therefore the provisions produced by that

0.53. labour
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labour are cheaper ?—Partly from that; but the wages are so high in British
Guiana, because the cost of living is so high.

7665. If you reduce the cost of living, then the wages may be reduced ?—
I do not see how you can reduce the price of wages till you reduce the price of
provisions.

7666. If there were a larger population, and they could raise provisions more
cheaply in consequence, would not that be the means of enabling the labouring
population to exist upon lower wages ?—But you require the larger population
solely for the cultivation of sugar, not for the cultivation of provisions.

7667. With reference to the immigrants in the colony, do you think that the
cultivation of the colony would have been kept up from the month of December
1847 to the month of March 1848, if it had not been for the immigrants ?—
No, I do not think it would; but I do not think that the strike would have
taken place if any pains had been taken to explain to the labourers the reason
for the reduction of wages. But I know from personal observation that many
of the managers treat the people in a way in which they would not dare to
treat Irish and Scotch labourers.

7668. Were there not many cases in which great pains were taken by the
proprietors and by the managers to explain the reasons for the reduction >—
I think those were the exceptions. I know one estate where the resident pro-
prietor would have explained it with the utmost kindness and fairness, but the
manager explained it with great roughness ; in fact, he cursed the people; he’
said he did not care for them.

7669. When you tell a man in Demerara to go about his business, does not
he immediately say that you curse him? Is not that an expression constantly
used without reference to an oath ?—It is used without any reference to pro-
fanity.

7670. Sir EB. Buxton.] You think that if greater pains had been used, and
the people had been fairly reasoned with, that strike would not have taken |
place :—I think not; because the people came to me in numbers to ask my
advice. When I went to the village of Better-ver-wagting, where I held a
meeting and had a daily school, the people were sitting down upon the estate
doing nothing, and I said, “ How is it you are not working ?”’ They said, “The
manager has driven us away.” JI called them together, and I said, “The fact
is this, sugar is not selling for the price it used to sell for,.and the planters
cannot afford to give you such wages now as when sugar was selling at
a higher price ; before you sit down idle you had much better take the reduced
wages, because now you are losing time and losing money too.” They said,
“Why did not the manager tell us that?” I said, “ Did not he do so?” They
said, “If the manager had spoken to us like that, we would have taken the
rate of wages ; but after the way we were driven off the property we will not
go back till we are sent for.”

7671. Mr. Barkly.] Did not the Rev. Mr. Wallbridge address large meetings
of people, and tell the people that it was for their own interest that the wages
should be reduced in the circumstances of the colony, and use his influence to
induce them to accept a lower rate of wages *—He gave them the same advice
that I gave.

7672. Did the people act upon that advice ?—If the people had been told
those things by the managers in a proper way, they would have listened to
them.

7673. When they were told them, did they listen to them?:—They did; and
they said, “We will not go back till we are sent for.” The fact is, that
between the employers and the employed there is a very bitter feeling, which is
much to be deplored.

7674. Are you acquainted with the circumstances of the attempt to make
a railway upon that coast ?—Partly so.

7675. Have not you heard that Mr. Catherwood has stated the difficulty of
getting labour :—Yes; and I can explain the circumstances. The operations in
constructing the railway at one part were suddenly suspended, and I inquired how
itwas. The work had been given out by Mr. Catherwood to a person. The con-
tractor farmed a certain length of it; Mr. Catherwood gave this gentleman the
money, and he got the work done, and when it was done he left the work and did
not pay one of the labourers. There were sums of 18, 20, and 50 dollars due to
the persons who had worked upon it; and they said, “We will not work.”

They
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They said, “ When we work upon the sugar estates we cannot get paid, and if Rev.W.G. Barrett.

we work upon the railway we cannot get paid; we will not work at all.” That -

just arises from middlemen being continually employed. Mr. Catherwood

himself would have paid those people punctually.

7676. Are you not aware that the negroes struck for a higher rate ofwages

upon the railway, when they were receiving at the rate of about 2s. a day !—

I believe they did. In their haste to have their works commenced the company

offered a higher rate of wages than the circumstances of the country justified.

“677. But even at that high rate of wages they struck work r—There was an

immense amount of work done most expeditiously upon the railway imme-

diately after the commencement.
“678. Is not it a fact that the works upon the railway are nearly suspended P

—Yes, they have been suspended for some time.

7679. Chairman.] Do you think there is any want of labour in Demerara for

the cultivation of sugar estates ?—I am afraid after the statements to the con-

trary that have been made, I shall be thought very paradoxical, but I do not

think there is.
7680. If a proprietor told you that he should be very glad to get labour at

Ls. a day, should you think he was an exception to the general rule ?>—I think

he would get as many labourers as he wanted.

7681. Sir E. Bucton.] If they were paid weekly ?—If they were paid weekly.

7682. Mr. WM. Milnes.| It never occurred to you to witness a case in which

the necessary agricultural processes were stopped from an absolute want of

hands to perform the work ’—Never; I have seen agricultural processes

stopped from other circumstances, such as a disagreement between the mana-

ger and the people; disagreements which in most cases might have been
avoided, had there been a little consideration upon both sides.

7683. Have you never seen crops of sugar cane undergoing material in-

jury from the inability of finding labourers to cut the canes :—Never.

7684, Sir E. Buxton.] Probably you have seen it from other causes; from
an indisposition from one cause or another on the part of the labourers to

work ?—I was upon a large estate just previously to my coming away (not the

estate which I mentioned before, but another), upon which the manager said

tome, “ There are 100 hogsheads of sugar behind this house now, and I can-
not take them off because the merchant in town has not money to pay the
wages.”

7685. That has been the case during this year; but has it been the case in
the colony generally till this year ?—I only mentioned that in answer to the ques-
tion whether I had seen agricultural processes stopped from want of hands.

7686. You do not think it has ever been the case that canes have been left
to rot upon the ground from there being an insufficiency of labour in the colony
to take them off ?—I have heard of that.

7687. Mr. Barkly.] The case did not occur within your own knowledge,
even in Jamaica when you were there :—Not at all in Jamaica; there was no
general complaint of a scarcity of labour whenIleft Jamaica, four years ago.

7688. Chairman.] You know Mr. Porter ?—Yes.
7689. He is a very intelligent man ?—Very.
7690. Possessing great energy of character ?—I should suppose he does.
7691. You know some of the anterior circumstances of his life ; of his having

been in the army, and afterwards applying himself to the study of the manufac-
ture of sugar in this country, and then going out to look after his own estate
with his own eyes :—Yes.

7692. He is a man of capital, is he not ?—I believe he is.
_ 7693. If such a man, who treats his labouring population with kindness, was
in want of labourers, offering them the price of 1 s. a day for their labour, would
you not infer from that circumstance that there must be a deficiency, at least
in his neighbourhood, in the labour market ?—No, I should not; Mr. Porter is
a member of the Court of Policy, and is obliged to be in George Town every
day whilst the Court is sitting; and whilst he is absent from his estates the
management of the estates is left solely to his subordinates.

7694. Mr. Barkly.] How long has he been a member of the Court of Policy?
—I do not know.
0.53. 7695. Is
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7695. Is it, or is it not the fact, that he was elected a member of the Court
of Policy only at Christmas last :—I do not know.

7696. That state of things could only have existed since he became a member
of the Court of Policy ?—That particular circumstance could only have arisen
since that; but it is not possible for Mr. Porter to be at his two estates, so
far apart as they are, at the same time; and I know, that upon Le Resouvenir
estate the management has been most injudicious.

7697. Mr. Bardly.] Do you think that you could conduct a sugar estate
profitably under present circumstances in British Guiana?—I should like to
have an opportunity of trying it.

7698. Sir E. Buxton.| Is there a strong disposition among the natives, and
also the Europeans, in British Guiana, to have more influence in the manage-
ment of their own affairs?—One half of the evils of the colony of British
Guiana, I am of opinion, arise from our want of representation there. We
have no representative assembly.

7699. You are anxious that there should be a representative assembly ?—

I think that is the wish of every intelligent person, white, black, and brown,
agricultural and mercantile, throughout the colony.

7700. Chairman.] Did you observe a marked difference between the social

and political circumstances of British Guiana and Jamaica ?—Very great. When
I first went to British Guiana, I was very much impressed with the vast dif-

ference in the circumstances of the people generally; but I would not attribute

too much to that, because British Guiana is a recent possession.
7701. Sir #. Buston.|] Are there a great number of black freeholders in

British Guiana ?-—A great many. But supposing the franchise were extended
to those black freeholders, they are not so many but that there would bea
counterbalancing voice among the respectable classes.

7702. Have not they votes at present in the election of financial representa-
tives, even for the Combined Court ?>—-Not in the country; I do not know of
any.

4703. Is there any other subject you wish to mention to the Committee ?—-

One thing that would tend very much to tranquillize British Guiana is, if a

power of appeal were given from the inferior courts held in the country to some

superior court. In Jamaica that isthe case. In a country district, if a person

is not satisfied with the decision of the magistrate, he can appeal to the quarter

sessions, where he has an opportunity of employing counsel; but there is no

such power of appeal in British Guiana, and I have seen cases very sad in some
of those courts.

7704. Mr. Barhly.| Are you aware that representations have been made
upon this subject to the Colonial Office, both from the colony and by those

connected with the colony in this country >—No; but I am glad to hear it.
7705. Are you aware of any difficulty as to the law officers called sheriffs in

those counties, that they are not qualified by legal education to preside over

such courts as those ?—I was not aware that suck a representation as that had
been made, but it is felt as a great grievance by the people. There is a hur-

ried, slovenly, dictatorial manner of doing the business, which would not bear

to be reported even in the colonial papers.
7706. Is there a stipendiary magistrate in every court?—One stipendiary

magistrate and two or three local.
7707. From the decisions of those courts there is at present no appeal ?—

None whatever.
7708. Mr. Simeon.] Practically speaking, is not the law administered with very

great leniency in British Guiana ?—Yes: I do not think there is any frequent
oppressive administration of the law. The greatest burden is the amazing
taxation on the necessaries of life.

7709. Is not there a disposition on the part of the magistrates rather to lean
to the side of the negroes in case of aay-dispute arising ?—I can scarcely
answer that question. I do not know that there is anything of that kind of
feeling. There seems a desire to carry out to the very letter of the law ; but itis
sometimes done in that hurried, undignified way, which does not consist with our

ideas of a court of justice, such as “ Hold your tongue; we have had enough
of your tongue;” and when the negroes find a decision passed upon them im

that manner, they then say, “ We cannot go to any higher court.” If that
grievance were redressed it would tranquillize the colony to a great extent,

and
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and it would assure the people that if they had not justice in the first place

they would get it in the second.
7710. Mr. Barkly.] Do not the planters complain very loudly of having no

appeal from the magistrates ?—Yes; itwould be more satisfactory to every

one to have a court of appeal, and there is more respectability about a court

of quarter sessions than about a miserable court held in a shattered tumbling

down building, with three or four people present.

“711, Viscount Courtenay.| Is the presence of a stipendiary magistrate

necessary in those local courts >—Yes. There are some cases that can be

decided by a single magistrate.
7712. Mr. Barkly.] But no question about wages ?—I think not.
7713. Mr. Simeon.] Is not the amount of punishment awarded for offences

generally very slight r—It is about the same as at home.

714. We have had evidence of a fine of 10 dollars being inflicted upon a

woman for setting fire to a cane-piece, which strikes us in England as being

a very insufficient amount of punishment for so serious an offence; is that the

general rate ofpunishment r—I never heard of it. I should think it a very

insufficient punishment for such a grievous offence as that. But I should like

to mention a case that occurred the other day, and I mention it as one of the cir-

cumstances which tend to keep up that irritation in the colony which I deeply

deplore, because the colony can never be happy or prosperous as long as it

exists. ‘This is a circumstance that has just come to my knowledge; the

names are mentioned. Aman came to town March 15th, with a boat load of

charcoal, which he had made up the river in his small settlement; the man had

taken out his licences, one for his boat, four dollars, and a huckster’s licence,

ten dollars, neither of which expire till the Ist of July. He came to George

Town ; the policeman asked him for his licences. He said, “1 have not them

with me; they are at my wife’s house, about 10 minutes walk. Will you

take possession of the boat, and allow me to go for the licences, because if I

carried them about they would be lost or destroyed.” The policeman refused

to allow the man leave to go home to his house; he seized the boat, sold the

charcoal, which was worth 50 to 60 dollars, giving the man back his empty

boat. The hardship of this case was stated to Mr. M‘Nulty, the police magis-

trate, who replied, that he refused to discuss the legality or illegality of his

decision. The Governor was then appealed to, and after a fortnight’s loss of

time, the man, an honest, license-paying man, had 18 dollars returned to

him. Thus he was robbed of at least 30 to 40 dollars.

7715. Sir E. Buaton.] Was there no redress for that ?>—A gentleman,

a friend of the man, appealed to the Governor. The Governor said “it was

quite legal ; that the man ought to have carried his licences with him.”

7716. Are such cases as that common ?—No; I never heard of such an

outrageous case before. But that man will go up the river and tell his com-

panions there;and those people will all have the impression, that if they come

to the town they will be treated in the same manner, and there being no news-

papers they will talk instead of reading as we do. News goes from one part o

the colony to another with almost as much rapidity as if there were news-

papers, and it does not lose any of its effect in being passed from mouth to

mouth. I should not be surprised if up the country the people were told that

20 boat-loads were seized, and that the men were put in prison.

_ 7717. Chairman.| Are you of opinion that the present system of administer-

ing the law leads to much practical injustice :—Very much indeed ; and abun-

dant proof of that, I think, might be easily obtained.

0.53.
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The Reverend Henry Townsend, called in; and Examined.

Rev. H. Townsend. 7718. Sir R. H. Inglis.] YOU have been for some time in Africa ?—I have,
in charge of a mission, instituted by the Church Missionary Society, at Abbeo-

4 July 1848. _kyta.

7719. Will you state to the Committee when you first arrived at that station,
and when you quitted it?—I first went to Abbeokuta at the latter part of the
year 1842, or rather the commencement of 1843; it was on the 2d or 3d of
January 1843 that I first arrived there; I was then sent on a mission of inquiry
into the state of the country, to see if there was any possibility of our forming
an establishment there.

7720. When did you leave that country {—I left Abbeokuta in March of the
present year, and I arrived in England yesterday week.

7721. Did you proceed to Abbeokuta in the first instance with the Reverend
Samuel Crowther, or did you follow him there ?—I went alone in the first case;
I reported all my proceedings to the Church Missionary Society, and they were
pleased to send for me to England; they subsequently sent myself and the
Reverend Mr. Gollmer and Mr. Crowther to occupy the station at Abbeokuta.

7722. Will you state to the Committee what is the relative position of Ab-
beokuta, as compared with the coast and with Sierra Leone ?—The situation
of Abbeokuta is very far superior to those in Badagry; I am not acquainted
with the coast near to Badagry, except that of Badagry itself.

7723. What is the linear distance from Badagry to Abbeokuta ?—It is about
60 miles, taking a straight line. _

7724, What is the linear distance between Sierra Leone and Abbeokuta?— —
I suppose it to be about 1,200 miles.

725. In proceeding from Sierra Leone to Abbeokuta, did you go direct
overland, or did you land at Badagry, and thence proceed to Abbeokuta?—I
landed at Badagry first, and then proceeded to Abbeokuta.

7726. Are you prepared to state to the Committee anything with respect to
the condition of the intermediate country extending 1,200 miles between Sierra
Leone and Abbeokuta :—No, I am not.

7727. The information- which you are prepared to give to the Committee
refers principally to Sierra Leone as the great point of departure, to Badagry
as an intermediate point, and to Abbeokuta as the ultimate object ?—Just so.

7728. Did you not from Abbeokuta make certain tours of inquiry still
further into the interior :—No, I never went further than Abbeokuta.

7729. Then when you say that you were sent on a mission to make inquiry,
you wish the Committee to understand that that inquiry was limited to the
opportunities which you might find for a mission in Abbeokuta itself?—
Just so.

7730. What is the population of Abbeokuta ;—The estimate of it is 50,000.

7731. Is it in a state of general civilization, as relates to buildings and mar-

kets and to civil government :—They have a government; their state of civili-
zation is superior to what I anticipated meeting with there, and perhaps better
than what people in general are led to think the state of Africa to be.

7732. In what way is the peace and security of the locality of Abbeokuta
itself maintained :—-The government itself is rather difficult to define, ina

_ much
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much as the people are not now undera settled government; formerly it was

a monarchical government, but now, in consequence of the slave trade, the

people who formerly lived in large towns, covering a large extent of country,

are now concentrated in one town.

7733. Will you explain the means by which the scattered population, pre-

viously existing in the country, became concentrated in the town ?—A quarrel

arose amongst the people, and some fighting took place, and ultimately one of

the towns was destroyed and the people carried into slavery, as many as they

could take, and those that escaped joined those that had besieged them, and

made an attack upon others; and so they went from town to town, an army

of people of the worst class of society attacked the towns, each town in suc-

cession, until the whole country was in a state of disorder. Some of the people

finding this spot, Abbeokuta, likely to prove a safe place, resorted to it; and

then the people scattered abroad in the country one by one took refuge in it,

until now the town has become extremely large.

7734. Have you such knowledge or ground of belief as to the origin of the

war to which you have now called the attention of the Committee, as to

enable you to state whether it arose as wars may arise in Europe, and as they

may arise in Africa also, from the ordinary passions of men, or whether it

arose specifically with a view to obtain slaves as an article of commerce ?—

1 will state what the natives have told me as to the cause of that war. The

people of two or three different towns were assembled together at one town for

the purposes of trade. The Africans are accustomed to have certain market- ’

- towns to which they resort when they wish to exchange their commodities;

they were there assembled, and some quarrel took place, the people sayfor

the sake of one cowrie’s worth of pepper, and in this quarrel two or three

persons were killed, and in revenge, this war was declared against the offend-

ing party; this was the origin, they say, of the war that desolated the country.

7735. At what period of time did this war commence, as far as you know

the history of it /—They have supposed it to be in the year 1817.

7736. A “cowrie’s worth of pepper” is a value almost unimaginable in

an European mind ?—It is about the thirtieth part of a penny.

7737. Was that matter of fact or a figure of speech ?>—They stated it to me

as a matter of fact.
7738. Do you understand that that war beginning with a quarrel about this

fractional part of a penny was pursued from ordinary principles of revenge

and general irritation, or was it pursued with a view to the ultimate object of

obtaining the defeated party as the slaves, at the disposal of the conquerors?

—I believe that the war first took place through revenge, and was then carried

on through the slave trade giving them the means of carrying on that war,

because they found then the profit of selling slaves, which before they did not

so well understand; because I am informed that previously to that time very

few people were sold into foreign slavery from that country, but their finding

what the profits of the slave trade were, was an inducement for carrying it on,

which would not have existed had there been no slave trade.

7739. Do you conceive that that country is now in a state of peace, that war

having been practically closed, or do you conceive that the disorganization to

which you have adverted is at this moment breaking out in petty wars, or in

raids with a view tothe capture of persons who may be sold as slaves ?—At the

present time the country is very much disorganised ; the most sensible amongst

the chiefs are desirous of peace, but they cannot always command the people,

and there are a number of people in Abbeokuta thirsting for war on account of

the slave trade; that is the only reason for the wars at the present time.

7740. Will you explain the phrase you have just used, “on account of the

slave trade” }—That is as a consequenceof the slave trade, because by the slave

trade they are enabled to sell their captives, and gain a profit upon them.

7741. Then you wish the Committee to understand that it is within your

knowledge (because you must distinguish between what you know and what you

believe, and tell the Committee the grounds of your belief when it is not within

your knowledge), it is within your knowledge, from information that you re-

ceived from the parties themselves, or from credible witnesses, that they desire

to revive war for the purpose of making slaves ?—I will state it just as it came

tome. They frequently wish to make war, but they themselves never like to tell

us that it is for the slave trade, because they know full well that we are opposed
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to the slave trade, but they tell us it is on account of some injury done; but the

eople themselves, who have no concern with those wars, tell us it is for the

slave trade. ,
7742. When you say that the people themselves who have no concern with

those wars, tell you so and so, do you wish the Committee to understand that
such people are members of your Christian congregation, of whose personal

veracity and general character you have, as their minister, sufficient evidence
to justify you in relying upon that statement ?—In some instances | derive in-
formation from the people generally, I mean from those in my neighbourhood
with whom I have much acquaintance; at other times from those who are
members of the Christian church there.

7743. Has the information which you so received, whether from strangers

and persons whom you knew in general society, or from members of your own
congregation, been tested to you extrinsically by credible evidence of the truth?
—lI believe it to be true myself. I believe that many wars are entirely on
account of the slave trade, and that if the slave were to cease the country would
be at peace.

744. At all events you wish the Committee distinctly to understand that,
whether or not the war to which you referred as commencing in the year 1817
arose from a dispute about the fractional part of a penny, it was carried on

and devastated and disorganized the territory of Abbeokuta in consequence
of the slave trade?—Yes; but I should explain that Abbeokuta is not the
name of the country. The name of the country is Egba; the name of the
kingdom is Yoruba, of which Egba is a sort of province. The Egba country
used to have a king who was tributary to the Yoruba kingdom. Abbeokuta is
the capital of the Egba country.

“745. Abbeokuta then is a capital formed from the population of different
towns and villages, which in succession have been devastated by the war
which originated in 1817 ?—Yes.

7746. Then perhaps 50 years ago Abbeokuta, instead of being, as it is now,
a city of 50,000 inhabitants, was a far less considerable place than it is now?
Thirty years ago there was not an inhabitant there.

7747. Then has its natural position for strength, irrespective of any former
nucleus of civilization and population, attracted to it the flying inhabitantsof
other villages ?—Yes; it is on account of its natural strength that the people
fled to-it. There were no inhabitants there at the time previous to the first
occupants, who came to it subsequently to those wars.

7748. Chairman.| Is there anymeaning attached to the name Abbeokuta >

—Yes, it means “under stone,” or “under rock”; “Abbe” means under,

and “ okuta,” a stone.
7749. Sir R. H. Inglis.| Is that a description which accords with the fact?

—Yes; there is a high gap forming the top of a hill, under which is a cave;
and it is from this cave, being a house underneath a rock, that the name is

taken of Abbeokuta.
7750. Was this settlement formed for mutual protection ?—For mutual pro-

tection; it was done more accidentally than designedly, because a few people
first fled to it, and then others hearing of their being there, joined them, until

the town became as extensive as it is at present.
7751. You referred to it as formerly a monarchical country. Do you wish

the Committee to understand that it existed’ under one head at the period
immediately subsequent to the first formation of this settlement for mutual
protection :—There has been no king there since that time.

7752. Then you wish the Committee to understand that that settlement,

though not formed under a king, was a portion of the Yoruba kingdom, and
though the king might not have resided at the present town, he still had some

central place of residence from which he governed the rest of his dominions ?—
Previously to those wars of which I have spoken, the town called Ake, in the

Egba country, was the seat of that kingdom.
7753 Has such kingdom ceased to exist ?—There is no king now, although

there are representatives of his family. This town Ake was destroyed amongst
others, but on account of the war they have never made a successor to him;

he was tributary to the Yoruba king.
7754. Where does the Yoruba king reside P—At Agoja.
7755. Then your knowledge of the existing state of things in the Yoruba

kingdom
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kingdom is chiefly confined to the state of the settlement of Abbeokuta ?—

Yes.
+756. You have stated to this Committee that Abbeokuta was formed by a

concourse of inhabitants whom the slave trade wars had driven from other

places ?--Just so.
+757. The wars beginning for a trifle were nevertheless carried on for the

substantial object of gaining a valuable article of commerce, namely, slaves ?—

Yes.
-758. In counteraction of those objects you were sent to establish amission

of Christian instruction in Abbeokuta ?—Yes.

-759. Can you state to the Committee any success which has been vouch-

safed to you in the formation of that missionary settlement ?>—Yes; when I

first went to Abbeokuta I met the chief, Shodeke, there; he was not the king,

but he had virtually all the power of a king; but he had not the title of honour

bestowed upon him; he wished me to return to his country, saying that he

would afford all the protection it was possible for him to do; stating that he

would help us to build a residence, and even a church, and would give us

children to teach, more than it was possible for us to teach. On my return the

wars of the country prevented our proceeding to Abbeokuta immediately on

landing at Badagry; we remained at Badagry about 18 months, and myself

and Mr. Crowther proceeded at that time to Abbeokuta.

~760. Did not the chief write youa letter, inviting you to return ?—Yes, we

had several communications from him; but a few days after our arrival at
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Badagry, before we could communicate with him, Shodeke died; but the.

chief that was in his recom received us very favourably, gave us groundto build

on, and assisted us in every way that he could, and the people were most

attentive to our instructions. They assembled together in large numbers, in

fact so much so, that we are now in the course of erecting a fifth placeof

worship in the course of 18 months.

7761. What is the smallest congregation which you had in the smallest of

those places of worship ?—I think 50 people was the smallest congregation we

ever had.
7762. What is the largest congregation you had in a place of worship ?—We

have had congregations of many hundreds, perhaps five, six, seven, or eight

hundred occasionally, but not in a place of worship.

7763. What is the number of those whom you regard first as communicants,

and secondly as devout hearers ?>—I am not sure to one or two; I think we had

36 communicants, but those are not natives of the country, those were people

from Sierra Leone; but I baptized five natives of the country, that is, persons

who had never been out of the country, who had never been to Sierra Leone,

who were heathens when I reached the country, and I left in one class for par-

ticular instruction for baptism, 65 individuals, so that altogether there have

been 70 persons who have come forward to join the Christian church, profess-

ing to have cast aside idolatry.

7764. Have their lives been in conformity with their professed principles ?—

As far as we know.
7765. Has the chief taken any interest in the progress of your labours ?—

He has taken great interest in it.
7766. Has he himself evidenced that interest by any approach to conformity

to your principles ?—He has never himself attended our place of worship.

767. Does he regard the spread of Christianity rather as a means of spread-

ing civilization than as spreading the truth of God’s word ?—He scarcely under-

stands the truth of God’s word; he scarcely can feel its power; but he supposes

it to convey a blessing to his country, and therefore he wishes to forward it by

every means.
7768. Chairman.] Is he a Mahometan ?>—No, he isa Pagan.

7769. Sir R. H. Inglis.| Does he seem to consider that Christianity and civil-

ization are either identical, or that they are cause and effect; or does he appear

to think that power belongs to white men, and that if he can give to his people

that which distinguishes white men as to their instruction, he will give them:

power also ?—I can scarcely tell you what his purpose may be; he regards Chris-

tianity as a good thing on account of what he has seen; he says that white peo-

ple are good people ; he cannot distinguish between white men and white men’s

religion, but he says, “'The white people are good, because they send cruisers

0.53.
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on the coast and liberate our people, and have let them return free without
money and without price.”

7770. Have you seen in Abbeokuta any of those so sent back or liberated
by the cruisers of the Queen of England ?--I have seen many.

7771. Welcomed in Abbeokuta, their own country ?—Welcomed there, ag
lost children returned.

7772. It is scarcely necessary after that answer to proceed to ask you
whether you regard the presence of a squadron upon that coast is a benefit to
the people of Africa themselves ?—I conceive it a great benefit. oo

7773. Do you conceive it to be a benefit adequate to its cost in preventing
the slave trade ?—I think so.

7774. If it do not prevent the slave trade, does it check the slave trade to
such a degree as to justify you in wishing its continuance —We wish it, most
undoubtedly, to continue.

7775. Do you regard it as instrumental in protecting legitimate commerce?
—TI think so.

7776. Will you explain to the Committee in what way the presence of the
squadron may or may not assist legitimate commerce ?—On one occasion we
were living in Badagry, it was after Lagos was troubled by internal warfare;
one chief fighting against another; and a chief got the upper hand at Lagos
who was much in favour of the slave trade, and very much against the English.
Then the people of Badagry in consequence wished him to send some slave
traders to Badagry; they wished to have the slave trade renewed in Badagry;
but knowing that they could not do it while’ the English were present in
Badagry, they sent to us, wishing us either to move out of the country, or not
to speak of anything that we might see; hut we were given to understand by
persons in the town, natives friendly to us, that it was their intention to get
rid of us out of the country. . We sent to the commanding officer on the
station, Captain Yorke, of the “Albatross,” an account of these proceedings,
and he immediately came to our assistance, and through his instrumentality
we were enabled to maintain our ground there.

+777, So far at that time the efforts of the slave dealers to make use of
Badagry as an entrepét for slaves failed in consequence of the presence of the
squadron >—Quite so.
' 7778. Do you know anything of the coast between Badagry and Sierra
Leone, particularly with respect to the Gallinas and the Sherboro :—Nothing.

7779. The Committee understood from an earlier answer which you gave,
that you know nothing personally of the intermediate country between Sierra
Leone and Abbeokuta, except having recently proceeded to Abbeokuta by
the line of Badagry ?—I know nothing of the country between Abbeokuta
and Sierra Leone.

7780. In what way were slaves brought from Abbeokuta to the coast?-
From what point of the coast did the slave dealers export their living cargoes?
—Chiefly at Lagos; they were partly carried to Badagry, but not many, to be
sold at Badagry to persons who may be there waiting to carry them to Porto-
de-Novo.

7781. Lagos is under the Portuguese ?-—Under a native chief.
7782. It was a Portuguese settlement, was not it ?—I am not aware whether

that is the case; it is entirely under native government at the present time.
- 7783. Do you wish the Committee to understand that the slave trade is en-
couraged in Lagos by native chiefs without the presence of any European
slave dealers ?---There are European slave dealers there.

7784. Does the native chief at Lagos resist the efforts which the English are
making ?—I am given to understand that he does; that he considers the Eng-
lish to be his enemies.

7785. Because the chief is a trader in slaves >—Yes.
7786. He has not then been made to understand that any direct benefit

would accrue to himself by the introduction of lawful commerce f—I think not;
we have had no intercourse with him whatever; but I may inform the Com-
mittee that the former King of Lagos is in Badagry; he was deposed by the
present one, and he was fully sénsible of the advantages of lawful trade, and
he frequently suggested that the British cruisers should aid him in regaining
ris lost possessions in Lagos, offering to abolish the slave trade if they would
do so. o .

 

7787. Who
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“787. Who was the first chief of Lagos when you first came on the coast ?— Rev. H. Townsend.

Aketoye.
‘7988. Who was the first chief of Abbeokuta when you arrived there ?—

Shodeke.
7789. Who did you leave in Abbeokuta as the chief ?—-Sagbua.

7790. Is there any Christian mission at Badagry ?—There is a station of our

society, and one of the Wesleyan society. .

~791- What is the number of persons first received into the congregation by

baptism, and secondly of catechumens and persons desirous of being baptized

in Badagry ?—{ am not acquainted with that exactly, that is not my province.

7792. Do you wish to add anything to the answers that you have already

given, as far as the subject-matter of those answers may suggest to you any

farther information ?—I will only say, that my opinion of the native chiefs is

this, that they are well disposed to us, and that the presence of the British

cruisers on the coast is of great value for the suppression of the slave trade,

and that the chiefs are themselves wishful for the entire suppression of the

slave trade. Those chiefs in the country who are well disposed to us, and who

have perhaps the greatest right to power in the country, are the most respected

amongst them.

793. With reference, in the first instance, to the benefits which the native

chiefs fancy they derive from the slave trade in obtaining articles valuable to.

themselves in exchange for slaves, do you consider that they could obtain such

articles by lawful trade without the sacrifice of their people?—They could if

lawful trade were introduced.

7794. Do you consider that the slave trade has prevented that lawful trade ?

-—I think so.
7795. Do you think that lawful trade would be one of the best means of

checking the slave trade ?—I think in conjunction with the cruisers on the

coast, but I think if there were no cruisers, there could be no lawful trade.

7796. Have you ever formed an opinion upon the subject of the formation

of forts on the line of coast ?—I have frequently thought that it would be of

great advantage if it could be done with the consent of the native chiefs.

7797. Have you paid sufficient attention to the subject to justify your form-

ing an opinion with respect to the desirableness of forming an increaséd number

of treaties with different native chiefs ?—I think treaties should be made with

them.
7798. Do you conceive that the power of entering the territories of the

native chiefs, and of seizing and destroying any depots of slaves, under an

authority vested in the Crown of England by such treaties, would likewise be

an important mode of checking and of suppressing the slave trade ?—I think

so; especially if it were with special reference to the Portuguese; at least, I

mean foreign slave traders at large, including Spaniards and any nation that

may be engaged in the slave trade.

7799. Colonel Thompson.] What is the state of health of Europeans at

Abbeokuta; is it a healthy place, or the contrary?—I can scarcely answer

the question; I, myself, and my wife alone were in Abbeokuta; we had not

experience enough of the country to answer that.

7800. Was your health as goodor better as at other similar periods;. in

Sierra Leone for instance ?—My health was better than at Sierra Leone; my

wife’s heath was ruined, I think, by the exposure that we had to undergo on

our first settlement in Abbeokuta; we had a great deal of exposure from the

want of a dwelling.

7801. Have you any knowledge of the country called in the maps the

mountains of Kong ?—Whether the hills on which Abbeokuta is built form

part of that range, | cannottell.

7802. It is built on hills ?—It is built on granite hills.

7803. Are you aware that in tropical climates a mountainous country is

frequently as healthy as Europe >—Yes; but this is not properly mountainous ;

it is between the hills; there is a river and hills on the one side and the other,

but they are not of very great height, perhaps 500 feet, or something of that

sort. so

7804. Is there a healthy and an unhealthy season at Abbeokuta ?—I

think so; I think the season between the rains and the dry season is very

unhealthy.
0.53.
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7805. Can you name the months ‘—I think in March and April, and again.
in September and October; somewhere about that time I think is the most
unhealthy part of the year. .

7806. Would not the health of Europeans be likely to be improved by avoid-
ing the unhealthy season ?—I do not know how that is to be accomplished.

7807. Would it not be easy, in these days, especially of steam boats, to.
remove Europeans holding responsible situations, from the coast of Africa, and
to convey them, for instance, to Madeira?—It is quite possible if steam boats
were at hand to do it. oe

7808. What do you think is the average term of life of a European upon
that part of the coast of Africa?—I have no data to form a judgment upon.
It is difficult for me to say. I have lived nearly 12 years in Africa. This is
wy third visit to England in the interval.

7809. Do you think that the average term of life of a European would be
increased by removing him during the unhealthy season ?—It would take two
removals in the year, because this unhealthy season takes place twice a year,
In case of ill-health a removal would be beneficial. ‘That is the best time to
remove, when there is anything like sickness prevailing in the country. Per-
sons can tell for themselves the time when is best for them to leave the coun-
try. We cannot say that this or that season would be good for them to leave
positively.

7810. Sir R. H. Inglis.] Were you present when Mr. Crowther met his mo-
ther -—Yes.

7811. He had been separated from her, it is understood, by one of those
wars to which you have referred ?—His country is the Yoruba country; the
wars there [ think took place previously to those which I have mentioned.

7812. But he was separated from her in a midnight attack on their town ?—
Yes, a similar war to that of which I have spoken. .

7813. When you say a similar war, do you mean a war undertaken for the
purpose of making them slaves ?—Just so.

7814. You witnessed their recognition of each other?—I did; she was
baptized by myself, and she is now a member of our Christian Church in
Abbeokuta.

7815. Did he recover any others of his family ?—-A brother by the same
‘father, but by another mother ; and two sisters by the same mother and their
four children ; altogether eight persons I think.

7816, Are they members of your congregation ’—The mother alone. The
children have been baptized also, being young.

7817. He was one of those carried off as a slave >—Yes.
7818. He was sold as a slave on the coast?—Yes, and re-captured and

brought to Sierra Leone, and there received into the Church Missionary
Schools and educated, and thence received into our Fourah Bay Institution and»
made a schoolmaster; and after many years’ trial he was: sent to England for
ordination previously to our going to Abbeokuta.

7819. Sir EL. Buxton.} You spoke of the climate of Abbeokuta. Is it the
general impression that the climate of Abbeokuta is better than the climate
of Sierra Leone ?—It is amongst the natives, and it is my own impression as
well.

7820. Is it not the fact that the fevers that occur there are of a different
character fromthose which occur at Sierra Leone ?—-These that I have seen at
Badagry are of a different character, certainly. :

7821. Isit not the fact that the diseases of Abbeokuta resemble the diseases
of India ?—I am rather inclined to think that dysentery is the disease that is
likely to be troublesome to Europeans, rather than fever.

7822. Chairman.| Does not that prevail in Sierra Leone?
seldom prevalent in Sierra Leone.

7823. Sir LE. Busxton.] Is the soil cultivated to any great extent in Abbeo-
kuta ?—To the extent cf. the wants of the population ; the people are well sup-
plied with provisions of every kind.

7824. What provisions do they live upon ?—Yams, Indian corn, and beans of
various kinds.

7825. Is the soil capable of growing cotton and other tropical productions?
—They grow a great deal of cotton for their own consumption, and sugar cane
also for their own consumption, and ginger they cultivate for their own con-

sumption

 Dysentery is very
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sumption as medicine, and indigo in large quantities for their own consump- Rev. H. Townsend.

tion.
-—__——

7826. Do you imagine that if they had the security of a market for their 4 July 1848.

roductions they could grow any large quantity of productions for exportation ?

“To any amount equal to the demand made upon them.

827. Do you know whether the soil isa rich soil ?—I think it is a good soil;

Jam not acquainted with the nature of soils; it is sufficiently good at least for

the production of yams, which we conceive to require a very good soil ; their

yams are the best description of yams, superior to anything of the sort in Sierra

Leone.
7828. You think that if they had capital and security their attention might

be turned to the cultivation of the soil with great profit to themselves, insteadof

to the slave trade, as it is now ?—I think if a demand were made upon those

living out over tke country for tons of cotton annually, they would produce it,

or indigo, or anything that their country produces; they are a trading people,

and they are very fond of trade, and also fond of cultivating the ground.

7829. Do you find that the people in Abbeokuta are willing to work for

wages ?—They are willing to work for wages.

7830. What wages do you pay them for a day’s work?—We pay them what

we call four strings of cowries, that is rather more than 4d. a day.

7831. And for that sum of about 4d. to 5d. a day you can obtain a good

day’s work 2—Yes, we can.

7832. How many hours do they work?—We commence work between six

and seven in the morning; we work until twelve, and then we rest for two

hours; and then at two we return to work, and work till between four and

five. It is about seven or eight hours a day.

7833. Do you find that they are willing to work continuously for you—

Many of them do. We have employed them continuously. They work six

days in the week. oe

7834. Are they earnest to obtain work ?—They are. When the slave wars

had not drawn their attention away to kidnapping, we could generally get a

sufficient quantity of labourers ; but their own farms engage their attention to

a great extent. At the time when they are cultivating their farms it may: be

difficult to get them to work for us. . a

7835. They are working in other ways for themselves at that time ?—Yes.

7836. Chairman.] What do you calla farm ?—A piece of ground cultivated

by a native for his own use and benefit.

7837. Would it be five or six acres of ground?-—-No, 10 or 20 acres.

I would not state any quantity of ground; but a man goes into the country,

and builds a house, and cultivates the ground, and perhaps every week or fort-

night he comes to Abbeokuta, and brings with him whatever he wishes to

sell.
7838. Sir E. Bucton.] There are some people in Abbeokuta who carry on

the business of growing productions which they sell in the town ?—Just so;

they cultivate their farms, and then they bring the produce to market.

7839. And you find that they are a people who are anxious for gain ?—Very

anxious. The whole population are very anxious for gain.

7840. And if it were not for the insecurity which the slave trade occasions,

they would turn their attention much more to the productions of their own

soil?—There is no question upon that point. One of the chiefs himself

pledged himself to me that he would never engage in war; that he would cul-

tivate his ground; in fact he planted ginger the year before last;unfortunately

it failed, but he told me on my leaving that he should replant it, and sell the

whole of it, and see whether he could not make more profit by it than by the

slave trade. They only want merchantsto come and purchase from them.

y 7841. Chairman.| Did you observe the thermometer in Abbeokuta ?—.

es.
gost: What is the highest point at which you have seen the thermometer¢

2° or 93°.

7843. What should you say is the average in hot wea her ?—I should think

the average in my own house was about 85° or 86°. :

7844. Mr. Barkly.| Do the natives find any difficulty in doing seven or eight

hours’ labour while the heat is so great as that ?—Not at all.

7845. It does not affect their constitution ?—Not at all.

0.53. 7846, Chairman.|
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7846. Chairman.| Should you say generally that they are an industrious race
of people -—I should say so.

7847. More so than the Africans generally ?—As far as I have seen them at
Sierra Leone; there is a mixture at Sierra Leone of various peoples.

7848. Sir #. Burton.] Are the people anxious to improve in the way of
education and religious instruction '—Very anxious.

7849. You found no indisposition to receive that instruction ?—Not the
slightest; I found great readiness indeed; I sold to the natives in Abbeokuta
books to the amount of 26 dollars in 15 months. ;

7850. Chairman.] In the English language ?—In the English language ; and
a few Bibles in the Arabic language.

7851. Sir £. Buxton.] Is the English language understood by many of the
natives :—No, it is not; but we have not published anything in their language;
previously to our doing so we teach them the English alphabet, and to read a
little English, in order to give them a better opportunity of learning their own
afterwards; and they are most eager to learn the English language.

7852. Chairman.| Is their vernacular language a kind of dialect of the
Arabic ?>—I think not.

7853. You mentioned having sold a few Bibles in Arabic ?—Mahomedans in
the country have purchased three or four Bibles; they are acquainted with the
Arabic language.

7854. Sir £. Buxton.] Are there many Mahomedans in the country ?—There
are a few; not many in Abbeokuta.

7855. Do you imagine that the people in that country would be more
inclined to go to war again in order to procure slaves if our cruisers were
withdrawn from the coast ?>—I think if the cruisers were withdrawn, the evil-
disposed among the people would gain the ascendancy, and that they would
actually have sufficient power to carry all before them. I think a great number
of people, perhaps the majority of the peaceably disposed people, are desirous
for the extirpation of all slave trade; but in that country, as in every other
country where there has been considerable disturbance, the rascality among
them have the chief power.

7856. Do you think that the people of the country would be disposed to
emigrate to the West Indies ?—~I think not.

7857. Do you think they would be disposed to emigrate to any such foreign
country as you know the West Indies to be, to be employed there as labourers?
—I think not as labourers; I think they are too much afraid of the slave
trade; they are mistrustful. oO

7858. Chairman.] But if they understood that they were going to a free
country, where they would be well paid for their labour, a country congenial
to their habits ; do you think that under those circumstances they would object
to go to the West Indies ?—I think not as labourers ; if it were for the pur-
poses of trade, and they themselves were masters of their own actions, they
would go there readily.

7859. You think they would go there for purposes of traffic, but not for
purposes of labour :—-For purposes of traffic ; those who knew the country
and were aware of the state of the West Indies might be induced to do so.

7860. Sir E. Burton.] Is there any great degree of poverty among the
people ?—I think not.

_ 7861. The people have no inducement to go to the West Indies in order to
obtain the necessaries of life ?—Not the slightest. ;

7862. There is an abundance of soil, a much greater amount of soil than
can be cultivated ?—A much larger amount than they can cultivate.

7863. And any man who is willing to work can raise an abundance of pro-
visions to supply all the wants of a person in that country ?—Yes; they would
have no inducement whatever to go to the West Indies for labour; I do not
think it would have any weight with them whatever. .

7864. You think therefore that the promise that they should obtain a shilling
a day or two shillings a day wages in the West-Indies, would not draw a large
amount of that population to go there?—I think not; but it is merely my
opinion ; I have no knowledge of the subject ; it is my opinion that they would
not go.

7865. Mr. Barkly.] When you say that the chiefs said that they would.
cultivate their grounds instead of selling slaves, you did not mean thatthey

woul
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would do it themselves, but that they would employ their labourers for the

purpose 2—Just so; that they would employ their domestics.

366. Are those domestics in a servile condition ?—They are slaves, of

course; but they are not treated as slaves are treated by Europeans; we do

not know a slave from a free man, unless we are told that he is a slave.

7867. That is the condition which exists generally in that. part of Africa+

—Yes.
7868. Asystem of domestic vassalage rather than of slavery ?—Yes, rather so.

7869. Chairman.| You stated that you considered that the expense of the

British squadron on that coast was amply compensated for by the good which

jt occasioned in Africa?—I think so.

7870. And that the continuance of the squadron on the coast was very de-

sirable ?—I think so.

=871. Are you aware that the operations of the squadron occasion a great

deal of misery to the Africans who are the subjects and victims of the slave

trade :—I have heard of the passage from Africa to the West Indies, and of

their being in a sadly wretched condition, but I am not acquainted with any of

those things. I have never seen the ships myself, neither have [ been in any

of Her Majesty’s cruisers when any of those vessels were taken.

=872. Then when you made that statement to the Committee, you did not

take into account the great suffering and mortality which attends the slave

trade as it is now carried on 2—I merely stated as a fact, that if the slave trade

must be suppressed, it cannot be suppressed if the cruisers are taken away.

$73. Is it suppressed now ?—It is not suppressed now; I think it can only

be done by force of arms as well as the use of means such as we are using in

Abbeokuta.
7874. The slave trade is now carried on to a considerable extent :— Yes.

7875. Do you think that if no squadron was employed the slave trade would

be carried on to a much greater extent than it is at present 2—I think so.

7876. Do you think it would double the present amount >—I think it would

more than double it.
7877. Do you make that statement upon a full consideration of the question

whether there would be any such demand for the employment of the slaves in

the countries to which they were imported as to re-pay the expense of import-

ing them ?—I suppose, of course, that the demand for slaves would increase,

because of course they would not sell slaves unless persons purchased them.

7878. And, therefore, in order to estimate the extent to which theslave trade

can be carried on you must have some knowledge, or be able to make some

estimate of the demand that would arise for slaves in America ?—1 suppose that

at the present time the demand for slaves is greater than the supply, and in case

of the cruisers being taken away and free liberty given to the slave trade, which

would be the result of it, then slaves would be procured equal to the demand.

7879. But what may be the extent of the demand, of course you are not in

aposition to offer an opinion upon ?—I am not.

=880, A vast number of slaves now perish on the middle passage 2—I have

heard so.
7881. If slaves were carried across the ocean under circumstances more

favourable for their health, in all probability a larger number would be landed

alive on the coast of America ?—It is likely to be so; but there would be more

slaves carried across.
7882. There would be more slaves carried across if a smaller portion of those

died on the voyage ?—Yes; if the cruisers were removed, a larger number of

slaves would be embarked, a greater premium would be given to kidnapping,

and the horrors of the slave trade would be increased, and the country would

become a wilderness in a short time.
7883. That would depend upon the demand for slaves ?—Quite so..

7884. Colonel Zhompson.] Can you form any judgment of the extent to

which the slave trade in the part of Africa you are acquainted with is repressed

by the presence of the squadron; is it greatly repressed, or only a little re-

pressed ?—My acquaintance with that part of Africa has only been for the

space of three years; of course I cannot tell what it was previous to that; I

only know that people tell me that there were a great number some years

since taken for slaves, and that they could sell them readily; but that at the

present time they are very dear, and that the number of slaves is not at all
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equal to what it was formerly. I have heard from the people also, because I
have not seen the slave barracoons myself, neither do I know anythingpersonally
of the Portuguese who purchase the slaves; but the natives tell me that the
Portuguese are much harassed and troubled on account of the cruisers; that
they are much confined in their business in purchasing slaves on account of the
cruisers. I have heard of instances of their refusing to purchase more slaves in
consequence of the presence of the cruisers on the coast.

7885. Have you any doubt yourself, although a landsman, that a trade
which row has a fleet cruising against it would be greatly increased if that fleet
was taken away ?—I think it would. '

7886. Have you any opinion respecting the relative healthiness of Badagry
and of Abbeokuta ?—I think Abbeokuta is the more healthy..

7887. Has it ever come within your knowledge in other parts of Africa, that
settlements in the interior were more healthy than upon the coast ?>—I am not
prepared to answer that question. I scarcely have information enough to
enable me to do it.

7888. Do you ever see Moors from North Africa at Abbeokuta ?—No, I am
not quite sure of Moors being in Abbeokuta. I have heard of strangers coming
from the interior, but I am not certain what nation.

7889. Were they Mahomedans ?>—Yes.
7890. Chairman.] Did they come for the purposes of the slave trade ?—I am

not aware; I was not myself present. I remember seeing a camel whenI first
went to Abbeokuta, which they said was a present from a chief in the interior
brought by some messengers ; the nature of their business I am not acquainted
with.

7891. Colonel Thompson.] Have they communications with Ashantee in
Abbeokuta ?—-None whatever; they are not known to each other, I believe.

7892. Have they any communications with Dahomey ?~—Certainly; but
latterly some war has arisen between them which has produced enmity between
them, and the road is closed. Formerly when the chief Shodeke was alive, he
used to communicate with the King of Dahomey by message.

7893. Mr. Barkly.] Do you think that the chiefs would allow those domestic
slaves of whom you have spoken, to enfranchise themselves by any payment of

 

money on their part ?—Certainly they would.
7894. It is the custom of the country that a slave in that position can make

himself a free man bypaying a certain sum of money to his chief ?—Certainly, |
at any time he pleases.

7895. On the other hand, do the chiefs possess the power of selling their
domestics into slavery without the commission of any crime ?—The general
usage of the country is that the domestics are not sold; I dare say many
breaches may take place.

7896. Then it would be considered a tyrannical exercise of power on the.
' part of a chief if he were to sell his domestics as slaves without their becoming
criminal in any way ?—It would.

_ 7897. Have you any idea what the price of the enfranchisement of one of
those domestics would be ?—IJt depends upon his age and strength; the value

_ of aslave in Abbeokuta at the time of my leaving was from 40 to 70 dollars.
7898. But do you suppose that a chief would require a payment as large as

that from one of his slaves if he wished te enfranchise himself ?—-If he was a
valuable slave no doubt he would; I mean a domestic slave; I am not aware
of any difference between domestic slaves and others.
-7899. Those domestic slaves are employed upon occasions as agricultural

labourers ?—Or in any other waythatthemasters think fit.
7900. What means have the inhabitants of Abbeokuta of conveying the

produce of their country to the coast, or of disposing of it in any other way
than in the market of Abbeokuta?—There is water communication with Lagos, |
and to Badagry it is carried by labourers; they carry on their heads. .

7901. That would be a very long and expensive mode ?—It is an expensive
mode; but by way of Lagos, within perhaps two or three hours’ journey of
Badagry, there is a communication by the river by canoes. .
7902. You stated that the country about Abbeokuta was generally hilly?

—Yes.
7903. It is not therefore very well calculated for the production of sugar

or cotton, is it?—I understand that it is well calculated for the production of
, cotton
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cotton or sugar; the specimens that I have seen of the sugar-cane I suppose

to be good. .
7903*. But the cultivation would be laborious from the hilly nature of the

country, would not it >—I am not acquainted with the nature of thecultivation

of sugar.
G4. Sir E. Buxton. Are human sacrifices allowed in Abbeokuta?—No.

7905. Do they ever take place 1—Not to my knowledge; the people seem

to detest it as a great crime.

7906. In that respect they are very different from the people of Ashantee?

—Very different.
7g07. This state of domestic slavery, though it is mild, does not prevent the

labourers from being employed in agriculture by their masters r—No; by no

means.
908. If a chief orders his slaves to go, they are forced to go to work in the

felds ?—Of course they are; but there seems to be great mildness in all their

government; there is no force; it is very seldom you see anything like punish-

ment inflicted upon a slave; in fact you are not aware that any one is a slave

in the country. No doubt when we ourselves were building our houses, many

labourers we hired were domestic slaves, but we were not acquainted with the

fact; they received every week their wages from us, and we never were ac-

quainted with their masters : what they did with their money we know nothing

about.
7909. Is it your opinion that the internal slave trade of Africa is attended

with great cruelty ?—Certainly it is ; the cruelty is simply in the capture.

7910. And you think that any withdrawal of our cruisers which might

increase that internal slave-trade would produce great additional misery in

Africa ?—I think so. ;

7911. Is it your opinion that that increased internal slave trade would on

the whole produce more misery than the increased sufferings which are now

endured by the slaves in their passage across the Atlantic in consequence of the

presence of the cruisers ?—I think so.

7912. Sir R. H. Inglis.| You have stated, in reference to your employment

of domestic slaves in the erection of your own dwelling, that you had no reason

to suppose that their masters received any portion of their wages; you knew

not, in fact, what became of them >—We knewnot what became of them; but

I had reason to suppose that a portion of their wages was paid to their masters;

but what portion 1 know not.
7913. Did you engage the services of A. B. from C. D., his nominal master,

or did you make your bargain with A.B. himself ?—With A.B. himself.

7914. And you paid A.B. his wages 2—Yes, we hired them as if they were

freemen.
7915. Then nothing passed between you and him on the one hand, or be-

tween him and any third person on the other, which led you to know that you

were employing the services of a domestic slave ?>—Not at all.

7916. You had a suspicion, nevertheless, that it was so?—Yes; I did suspect.

that some of those that we employed were slaves, because the people afterwards

said, “So and so is a slave ;” but he himself received his wages.

7917. As far as you were concerned he was a freeman ?—Just so. -

7918. Chairman.]| When you speak of “slaves,” do you mean serfs and

vassals ?>—There is but one name to them all; the domestic slaves.are treated

with great humanity; in fact no slave is treated badly in the country ;. except

intheir being sold away there is nothing harsh in the treatment of their

slaves.
7919. Not even those they have purchased ?—Not even those they have

purchased. 7 :

7920. Mr. Barkly.] When you say that there is but one name for slaves, is

it not the fact that in the African language there is no name for a slave ?——There

is a word in the language which denotes a slave.

7921. Sir R. H. Inglis.| What is the word ?—*Eru.” a

7922. Does that mean servant as well as slave?—No; the word for servant

is the same as the word for child, which is “ ommo ;” that name may be fre-

quently applied to a domestic slave ; but still the word “ eru” may be applied

again to all slaves, whether domestic or not. But frequently the term “ ommo”

may be applied to a slave ora domestic in the house, whether he be a slave or not.

0.53.
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7923. Mr. Barkly.] Was that applied to the labourers generally that you
hired for the building of your houses ?—-Never the word “ eru.” For instance,
the name by which I was known among the péople frequently was that of
“ommo oloru,” which means the “servant of God.” I say that the word
““ommo” may be applied to a child or a servant, or it may be applied toa
domestic slave; but the proper meaning of it is a child of a parent; but I
might call my servant “ommo.” Frequently people call their slaves whom
they treat as servants, and whom they respect, by the word “ ommo.”

7924. Chairman.| It isa kind designation ?—Yes.
7925. Mr. Simeon.] You draw a distinction, then, hetween a servant anda

slave in that country ?—-All their servants, properly speaking, are slaves. |
can scarcely define the distinction they have, because I myself am not suffi-
ciently acquainted with their minds. I only speak of what I have heard and
seen. I know that they have servants, and that they have slaves; at least some
of them are not slaves. There is another distinction; there is a pawn; that
means that a man is in pawn; the term “ pawn” is used at Cape Coast fre.
quently; that is, a man wishes to borrow some money, and he puts himself in
pawn for that sum of money; but they have a name for it, which we translate
by the word “ pawn.”

7926. Chairman.]| It isa native custom and we have applied the English term
“pawn” to it >—Yes.

7927. Mr. Simeon.| Isthere any such thing in Abbeokuta as a person serving
another for wages >—Not amongst themselves, I think.

7928. Is the distinction between the chiefs and the class of domestic servants
or vassals, a distinction of caste ?—I am not aware that it is.

7929. Would the son of a chief be a chief ?—Certainly, if he is next in suc-
cession. :

7930. Would the younger sons of a chief be chiefs ?—Each in his turn, if he
is called upon inhis turn to become a chief; I can scarcely tell you how they
succeed; I believe if a chief dies his brother takes his place rather than his son.

931. Have you any idea of the proportion of chiefs to servants in the popu-
lation of Abbeokuta:—No, | have not. ,

7932. Is there a great variation among the number of slaves possessed by
different chiefs ?—I should suppose so ; some are much more wealthy in slaves
than others.

7933- Is there any possibility of a slave becoming a chief in his turn, except:
by purchasing his freedom ?—A slave would not becomea chief, although there
is one instance of it inAbbeokuta; but certainly not with the free consent of

- the people, no slave would become a, chief.
7934. What is the one instance you speak of ?—In that one instance he was

a slave born, I believe in the house; I think he was a domestic slave; [ think his
mother was a sluve and consequently the child became a slave, (his mother was
a slave because she was a captive, a foreigner), and he became a warrior and
obtained power, and being a bad character he used his power until he has ob-
tained perhaps greater powerin the town of Abbeokuta than any other man in
it ; in fact, he is the leader of ali the slave wars in the country.

7935. Is that a sort of club law, depending upon his personal prowess and
strength :—He is made the chief of the town in which he was born; he was
elected to the chieftainship by the people of the town in which he lived.
7936. Sir A. Inglis.] In what town?>—Kemuta was the name of his own

town; there are about 130 towns in Abbéokuta.
7937. You mean that Abbeokuta, which you described in the commence

ment of your examination as consisting of an aggregate of population of
different towns driven together by the result of the war, in fact contains
refugees from 130 towns ?—They tell me so; I am not sure that the number is
correct. , ,

7938. Is Abbeokuta a collection of small towns, each division of the town
being inhabited by a distinct race, or at-least by refugees from one village or
town, or are there refugees from 130 towns interfused with each other through
the whole extent of the settlement ?>—For the most part they have each a part
of the town; for example, there is a part which may be called Kemta Town;
then there is Ake, that is the place in which I lived; and so throughout the
whole town. Each of those small towns retains its original chief and magis~
trate, if we may apply the name to him.

7939: Mr.
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7939- Mr. Simeon.| Can the domestic servants marry without the consent of Rev. H. Townsend.

the chiefs ?——I do not know at all; I should think if they possess means they

may marry.
_

40. What is the general moral condition of the native population of

Abbeokuta 2>—I think at the present time it is very low, I think brought about

in a great measure by the slavetrade.

7941. In what way do you mean that it is “low” >—With regard to the

female sex; the chiefs have a large number of wives, which wives they have

attained by war or by other means; they have kept them as their wives in-

stead of sending them away, in consequenceof which a great deal of immo-

rality exists.
7942. That has produced a general laxity of morals r—Yes.

7943. Supposing that a number of those people could be induced to emi-
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grate, is their moral condition such that you should dread the effect of their

example upon any people among whom they might come ?—I think not. ..

7944. You do not believe that they are worse than the ordinary class of un-

educated and unconverted people *—I think they are not worse in morality than

the average number.
~945. Mr. Barkly.| Do you think that if a chief were disposed to leave that

country and settle, for instance, in the British settlement at Sierra Leone, if

there were sufficient inducements for him to do so, hewould take his domestics

with him and settle there ?—I cannot conceive it possible to induce a chief to

do so, and consequently I scarcely could speak of his people following him, his

own country is so large.
7946. You think that his love of independence would prevent his becoming

a subject of the British Crown ?—I think so ; I think an African must be free,

or otherwise a slave. There is no intermediate step between them. They will

be free, and they have a great love for freedom.

7947. But he would be free to all intents and purposes, perhaps more free in

a British settlement, for instance at Sierra Leone, than in Abbeokuta:—I do

not think you could induce any of the chiefs to do so. That is my opinion.

7948. Sir E. Buxton.] They have not the inducement ofwant to make them

leave their own country ?—Just so; there is no want among them. : There is

nothing that afflicts them but the slave trade. Ifwe could only remove the

slave trade, the people would become industrious and rich. re

7949. Are they anxious for European manufactures ?—Very anxious, and

also for intercourse.
-

7950. Are they fond of European dress and so on?—Very fond if they can

obtain it; in fact they wish for everything that would minister to their comfort,

or to their show. They wish to make a great show amongst themselves.

7951. Chairman.] Is there anything further that you wish to state to the

Committee ?—-I should wish to add that it is the earnest desire of the Chief of

Abbeokuta that the slave trade should be destroyed; that he has frequently

spoken to me and expressed an earnest desire that the British would destroy the

slave trade at Lagos, and that the English would send to him an individual or

individuals to instruct his people in the cultivation of tobacco, indigo, or anything

else, by which a trade may be opened -with England. I will state the answer

which the Chief gave tome. I asked the Chief this question; “ What would.

you do in case any one were to send out an individual to teach you to prepare

the tobacco after the most approved fashion ?” He said, “ We would not sell our

people to purchase tobacco.” : :

7952. Sir R. Inglis.| You did not state to the Committee, when you de-

scribed Abbeokuta, what was its length and breadth. You stated simply that

it contained an infusion of the population of 130 different. towns or villages.

Can you state from recollection the length and breadth of the settlementr—I

suppose about two miles long, but not quite so broad; but the town is very

closely built. a

The Reverend Charles Andrew Gollmer, called in; and Examined.

7953+ Sir R. Inglis. YOU also are a missionary in the employment of the Rev.C.A. Gollmer.

‘Church Missionary Society, and have been employed as such on the coast of

Africa ?>— Yes. -

0.53- = 7954. Will
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7954. Will you state to the Committee when you arrived on the coast, and
where you have been principally employed, and when you left your station, and
when you arrived in England ?—TI arrived in Sierta Leone in December 1841;
and in December 1844 I left Sierra Leone for the Abbeokuta mission. ,

7955. Having passed the intervening time in Sierra Leone?—Yes. On the
1gth of January 1845 we arrived at Badagry, and on the 26th of June last|
arrived in this country.

7956. Had you a congregation at Badagry -—A small congregation.
7957. How many t—The average attendance is between 60 and 70. .
7958. Are they principally those who accompanied you from Sierra Leone

or are they converts whom you found, or are they converts whom you were per-
mitted to make such since your residence there >—About two-thirds are Sierra
Leone emigrants and one-third are natives,

7959. Who have been converted under your ministry >—Not converted ex-
actly ; but who are beginning to inquire.

7960. The question addressed to you did not apply to any direct work on their
hearts, but to their being admitted members of your congregation from their
external decency and devoutness; in that sense of the word they have been con-
verted under your ministry ?—Yes.

7961. Have you had much opportunity of examining the native character in
other parts of Africa than Sierra Leone and Badagry :—No.

7962. Have you been at Abbeokuta ?—I have visited Abbeokuta.
7963. But not for such a time as to enable you to form any conclusions ?—

Only for a fortnight.
7964. You wish to describe yourself before this Committee as able to furnish

information rather as to Sierra Leone and as to Badagry, than as to any other
portions of Africa p—Quite so. .

7965. With respect to Sierra Leone, you resided there three years ?—Yes.
7966. Had you a congregation there ?—I had.
7967. Did you find the external state of Sierra Leone, as far as relates to

public decorum in the observance of the Lord’s Day, for example, such as you
consider satisfactory ?—Decidedly so.

7968. Would you consider that if it were stated by any witness that persons
attend public worship there rather to exhibit themselves in church than for de-
votion, that was a correct description of the general character of those who |
attend public worship ?—I should say that but few are of that description;
they dress well in general, but the majority of them come to church for better

_ purposes than that. ©

7969. What was the name of the church in which you presided over the wor-

ship of the people ?—At Regent, where I was six months, I had a congregation

of from 800 to goo, or 1,000, every Sunday.
7970. Without presuming to speak well of all those, can you state to the Com-

mittee whether their demeanor in church was, or was not, devout ?—It was very
devout. oe

7971. From your experienceof those people in the week had you reason to be-
lieve that it was mere appearance, or had you reason to believe, on the contrary,
that their lives were in some degree consistent with their profession ?—-Their lives
were in a great degree consistent with their profession.

7972. Are you awafe of any heavy contributions which are laid upon the na-
tives in Sierra Leone ?—I am aware of none. . os

7973. Then of course ew vi termint you do not concur in the statement that
such contributions absorbed nearly the littlé earnings of those people?—To my
knowledge they have to pay nothing.

7974. Have you heard, however, of any voluntary contributions which from time
to time they raise?>—-There are voluntary contributions to aid the Church Mis--
sionary Society.

7975. Does any portion of such contributions go to the individual profit of the
missionary or the minister who may act as their clergyman ?—No, no part of it;
all goes towards the public fund. - -
7976. Are there any contributions raised by them for those whom they have

 

_ never seen, ata distance, for Christian objects >We have received upwards of 301.
sterling from Sierra Leone a short time ago in order te erect a church at Abbeo-
kuta, to be called Free Town Church. ~

7977: Should
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7977. Should you say that Sierra Leone was generally speaking improving or Rev. C, A.Gollmer.

not :—Decidedly so.
7978. Sierra Leoneis a port and has, of course,a port population, as other

ports have ; do you wish the Committee to understand that in the port at least of

Sierra Leone the conduct of the people is not such as you could recommend and

approve>On the whole, considering how neglected and degraded they were in

their former days, I think their general conduct is exemplary.

7979. Will you state from what period you date this improvement in themoral

character of the people of Sierra Leone ?—I have noticed an improvement during

the three years of my residence..

7980. Can you, from recollection of any census, state to the Committee what

is the general population of Sierra Leone, including its dependencies ?—I under-

stood when I was in Sierra Leone, that it was upwards of 42,000. No doubt it

has greatly increased since that time.

7981. The town itself, Free Town, containing a population of about 14,000 or

15,000 ?—So I understand.
7982. Have you had an opportunity of seeing any liberated Africans who went

from Sierra Leone to the West Indies, and have since returned to Sierra Leone ?

_-] have seen several while I was stationed at Bathurst.

7983. Do you consider that their conduct and their deportment furnish a just

ground of encouragement to their countrymen, alike liberated in Sierra Leone, to

go and follow their example in the West Indies ?—Yes; I have seen there mem~

bers of our church, and as far as I understood they were well situated in the West

Indies; they earned good wages, were treated handsomely, and were sent over as

delegates to invite others to come over. More I do not know.

7984. Their own conduct was good 1—Yes.

7985. They appeared to be content with their position in the West Indies ?—

Yes, but at the same time one of them said, “ In two years I shall return home ;”

that is, he meant that he should return to Sierra Leone.

7986. One of those whom you represent as delegates from the West Indies

arriving in Sierra Leone in order to induce his fellows, the liberated Africans, to

go back with him to the West Indies, said, nevertheless, that he proposed him-

self to return home (meaning that Sierra Leone was his home) in two years >—

So he meant.
7987. Do you conceive that that would be the feeling of any large number of

the liberated "Africans in Sierra Leone, that they would consider Sierra Leone as

their home ?—-I believe so. .

7988. Do you consider that they retain any feeling of partiality for the coun-

tries from which they have been stolen, and would be anxious to return there, or

do you conceive that they are permanently settled in Sierra Leone itself >—Many

of them are comfortably settled in Sierra Leone; they have accumulated a great

deal of wealth, comparatively speaking, and they do not desire to return; but

there are many who are really anxious to return to their own country.

7989. What prevents their returning to their own country from Sierra Leone,

itself a free town, where they are free ?—There are many obstacles; for instance,

in 1840 and 1841, when the emigrants, the Yorubas, returned to their country,

they landed at Lagos, a slave port, and there they were exposed to the rapacity

of the chief and the people, and were nearly robbed of all their property; how-

ever they continued. Another vessel came and brought emigrants, and another

vessel was added; there was a company in Sierra Leone who had several

vessels, After that they. went to land at Badagry: some of the people there,

knowing that the Lagos people had robbed them, wished to do the same; how-

ever, the chief determined that they should be allowed to pass into the interior

without molestation; and ‘since that time several vessels have come with emi-

grants, who landed at Badagry, stayed there for a short time, and then proceeded

into the interior.

7990. Will you explain to the Committee what you mean by. a company at

Sierra Leone chartering ships to take emigrants from Sierra Leone, either to Lagos

or to Badagry ?—As oue instance, they have paid an English merchant in Sierra

Leone 1,000 dollars to charter a vessel for several hundred emigrants to come to

their own country. What I mean by “a company” is this, that a number of

liberated Africans, principally Yorubas, have joined themselves together, who

have by shares raised a sum of money in order to purchase one, two, or three

vessels, a

0.53. 7991. Their
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7991. Their object being to return as a nation to their own country, ‘the
Yoruba country, from which they had been stolen as slaves ?—Yes.

7992. Are the Committee to understand that the parties who in Sierra Leone
chartered a vessel to remove their countrymen of the Yoruba nation from Sierra
Leone to Badagry or to Lagos, as the case might be, with the intention of their
being settled again once more in the Yoruba country, mean themselves to follow
such emigrants, or have they in any instances accompanied or preceded them ?—
The company is altogether separate. What I meant is this: those persons. who
paid the 1,000 dollars to the English merchant in order to convey them to
Badagry, had nothing to do with the company. That company’s vessels had
proceeded to Badagry with emigrants, and they were anxious to follow, and there
was no vessel at hand, so that they chartered that ship.

7993. Then the Committee are to understand that the parties who chartered
the vessel, paying a certain sun’, of 1,000 dollars for instance, to an English
merchant for the purpose, were themselves the parties who desired to return to
their own, the Yoruba country ?—Yes, the parties who desired to return paid the
money. .

7994. Is it within your knowledge or your belief that those parties proceeded
to Abbeokuta, and formed there a portion of the. mixed population constituting
that settlement >—A few stayed at Badagry ; but the greater part proceeded to
Abbeokuta.

7995. Did you understand them to form an agricultural ora commercial set-
tlement in Abbeokuta?—They are entirely mixed up with their own families.
Some cultivate the ground, others trade.

7996. And they desire to return, as the Committee collect from an expression
in your last answer, to rejoin their own families, from whom they have been
separated by war and slavery ?—Yes.—(Mr. Zownsend.) Upon this subject
I beg to say, that when I myself left Sierra Leone or Badagry upon the
first occasion, I went in one of those emigrant vessels. The owner of the ship
went with me, and returned at the same time with me to Sierra Leone, but
subsequently he has settled at Abbeokuta, and I left him there when I returned
to Europe. |

7997-8. Sir R. H. Inglis.| We conceived that his return to Abbeokuta
_ would be secure ?—He is there now.

7999. Have you reason to hope that the natives of any other country, except
the Yoruba country, could return in equal safety to their respective original
settlements ?—Not yet. By-and-by perhaps the Haussa people will retura
when the passage through the Yoruba country is secure. I would remark that
the Yorubas and the Egbas are rather distinct, and would war against each other,.
consequently the Yorubas in Sierra Leone have not returned in great numbers,
but the Egbas have returned in great numbers, and at the present time there is
a disposition among the Yorubas to return when the passage through Abbeokuta _
shall be opened. :

8060. Chairman.| You stated that Yoruba was a kingdom of which Egba
was a province. What is it that constitutes the nationality of those two coun-
tries ?—It is difficult for me to explain exactly the position of those two countries ;.
in fact, it is difficult for me to understand it myself. I know that the Yorubas
and the Egbas have been at war with each other, and they are now in not very
good feeling towards each other, but they were originally one nation ; they speak
one language. The Egbas were tributary to the Yorubas.

8001. They are united by a common language as a common race ?—Yes.
8002. Did you see any of those parties in Abbeokuta who proceeded from

Sierra Leone by those vessels ?—I saw numbers.
8003. What is their position in Abbeokuta?—They are comfortably situated

with their families and friends; they are welcomed by their relatives, and it is-
the earnest desire of the people in Abbeokuta to receive all their country people
from Sierra Leone, if possible. oe

8004. Were they in the class of chieftains, or of slaves ?—They would be
freemen. :

8005. Would the circumstance of their having quitted the country emanci-
pate them !—They were not slaves originally in their own country. .

8006. They invariably are not in the slave class when they return to Abbeo-
kuta?—Certainly not. May I state that this colony have said among the
people that if they can liberate any of their people whom they know to be in

_ slavery,
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slavery, they will Go it at any cost. Throughout Abbcokuta if there be a Rev.C.A.Gollner.

family that know that any petive of theirs is in slavery, they will use every

means they can to recover that person again.

8007. Chairman.| When you say, “ slavery,” do you mean in slavery in any |

part of Africa, or in America ?—In Africa ; if they are in America they are not

acquainted with the place where they may be, but if they are in Sierra Leone

they endeavour to communicate with them and to persuade them to return to

their own country.
$008. But they cannot be in slavery in Sierra Leone :—Certainly not; but

supposing there is a person in Lagos in slavery, they will use every means to

recover the freedom of that person.

8009. And pay a considerable sum for the purposer—Yes. In case of their

peing in Sierra Leone they will send for them to return to their own country.

8010. (To Mr. Gollmer.) You regard the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone to

be secure with respect to the transit of commerce or of people?—I should think

it is pretty much secure. The squadron on the coast contributes a great deal

towards the security of transit. .

8011. Have you any personal experience, the result of which you can state to

the Committee, relative to the increased security which the squadron gives to

lawful commerce, or is supposed to give, by the knowledge of its being in the

neighbourhood ?—I have once heard that aliberated African trading to Badagry

was insulted by De Souza at Whydah, and that the ships of war got redress.

8012. When you say “insulted,” will you specify what you mean; do you

mean by being seized, or in what way was he so injured as to call for the inter-

vention of any of Her Majesty’s ships?—I was given to understand, that whilst

he was travelling along the shore to the town, Dahomian soldiers seized him,

and carried him off to Whydah, where he was detained as a prisoner till the

ships of war interfered, and he was delivered up to them. a

8013. Practically, are you aware of the egress of any liberated Africans from

Sierra Leone being prevented by those who would lie in wait to kidnap the par-

ties, and reduce them to a state of slavery ?—1 am not aware.

8014. Have you reason to believe that they are frequently, when they stray

from Sierra Leone, so kidnapped and reduced again to slavery ?—‘There are a

fow instances of liberated Africans coming to Badagry that have on their way

to Abbeokuta been kidnapped; one has been sold in the country; another

was purchased by the Portuguese at Lagos, but he was recaptured by Her Ma-

jesty’s cruisers, and carried to Sierra Leone a second time.

8015. He was twice liberated *-Twice liberated.

8016. In Sierra Leone itself, both in the town and in the 17 or 23 villages, as

they may be variously reckoned, belonging to Sierra Leone, there is perfect

security :—Quite so. .

$017. Has that given encouragement in the country, as distinct from the town

itself, forming the colony of Sierra Leone, to industrious and orderly habits r—

I should think it has. .

8018. You have described the state of Free Town as being improved since you

first knew it, and being still in a state of progress ?—I believe the whole colony

is progressing and improving. “

_ 8019. What is the lowest rate of wages at which you have found persons will-

ing to work in Sierra Leone?—We used to pay 6d., but we could obtain labour

for 5d. per diem.
8020. You have answered the question as to those whom you yourself, and it

may be presumed the other missionaries, employed; will you state to the Com-

mittee whether a much higher rate of wages were or were not paid by Her Ma-

Jesty’s officers in public works ?—I am not aware. I believe that wages as low as

4d. have been paid in Free Town on certain works.
_ 8021. Do you or do you not include in that answer those who cut timber

for the use of Her Majesty’s navy :—No. |8022. Nor those who exercise mechanical labour ?—I am not aware what

wages they earn. oo
t8023. Are you aware what wages are obtained in Sierra Leone, by carpenters

and bricklayers for example?—A good carpenter charges 1s. 6d., and he willwork for no less. -8024. Does the price of provisions at Sierra Leone, enable persons to live withoA
decent
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decent comfort upon the wages which they obtain >—I think the wages are quite
adequate.

8025. The soil is abundantly fertile for the production of the prime neces-
saries of consumption ?—I think it is very fertile in some places.

8026. Under such circumstances, with wages sufficient to procure an adequate
supply of the prime necessaries of life, and a soil capable of producing them on
the spot, is there or is there not any adequate motive on which you can rely for
the voluntary removal of free labourers from Sierra Leone to the West Indies?
-—-I think they can easily obtain a livelihood if they are any way inclined to
labour; so that none need to emigrate for want of provisions or means of ‘life;
ho may obtain them comfortably in the colony.

8027. In point of fact, what you yourself heard from those who have returned
from the West Indies (though describing their condition there to be favourable)
is not such as would authorize you to state to this Committee that there is
much hope of a supply of labour being voluntarily furnished from Sierra Leone
to the West Indies?-—I believe that the liberated Africans are very much
attached to Sierra Leone. The Africans in general do not like to leave their
country. They may be induced to leave it for a short time, in order to gain
some property, but always with a view to return.
y 8028. Does that answer apply to Badagry as well as to Sierra Leone ?—

es.
8029. Do you know anything of the Kroo Coast ?—We do not know much;

but what we know is from the Kroomen, whom we happen to see now and
then.

8030. In point of fact, you can give no evidence with respect to them ?—No.
8031. Have you had any such intercourse with liberated Africans as to enable

this Committee, upon your authority and information, to learn in what way
they were themselves originally captured as slaves, and in what way their fel-
lows are at this moment likely to be captured as slaves’—I have personal know-
ledge of some cases. Some during my residence at Badagry were captured or
kidnapped by being enticed into houses, when one or two fell upon the person,
gagged him, and fastened him up and carried him off, and sold him to one of
the nearest slave ports; others, and the greater number of them, I believe, are
made captives in war. |

8032. Can you state to this Committee anything either from your own know-
“ledge, or from inquiries which you have made from liberated Africans, as to »
the cause of the wars in which they have been made captives ?—I believe (as
other persons do) that many asmall war, as African wars are in general, is under-
taken simply for the purpose of making slaves.

8033. Irrespectively then of those ordinary passions in the indulgence of
which war may arise in Europe, there is superadded in Africa one special cause
of war, namely, a war for the purpose of making slaves; is that the construction.
which you wish the Committee to put upon your last answer?—I mean to say
that the natives are very desirous for gain and for accumulating property; at
the same time, to speak of the neighbourhood of Badagry, they are not an indus-
trious people, having depended upon the slave trade for years past; and there-
fore they try to obtain slaves in any way in order to accumulate property.

8034. A former answer from you.led the Committee to suppose that wars,
small wars as you call them, were undertaken for the purpose of making slaves.
The Committee wish you to state whether, in addition to the ordinary causes of
war in other parts of the world, for example, the indulgence of evil passions,
there be orbe not superadded in the case of Africa, wars which arise for the
single purpose of making slaves ?>—They have generally an excuse when they
make war; but I believe in many instances it is simply for the purpose of
making slaves.

8035. It has been stated that the presence of a great slave dealer, desiring to.
obtain slaves, would frequently induce a chief to obtain such slaves either by
open war or by what is called a “raid,” midnight assault upon his neighbours;
does that accord with your knowledge and belief ?—It does.

8036. Have you ever received from liberated Africans any account of their
having been carried off by surprise from. a town assaulted with no other object,
so far as they knew, than that of making themselves and their fellows captives?
——I have not heard of any liberated Africans being carried off in that manner;
but a short time ago a large party of Badagrians and people of that neighbour-

hood
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hood attacked a small establishment near Lagos, and carried off canoemen, and

even a European, who was brought to Badagry.

8037. Did they sell, or attempt to sel], such captives at Badagry ?—They

were delivered to the ex-king of Lagos; he sent them to Domingo, a slave

dealer in our neighbourhood. Domingo is the man that went to Bahia, and

came back to Lagos; when he came back he found that another person was

established as king, and then he established hiraself near Porto Novo, 20 miles

west of Badagry.—(Mr. Townsend.) With regard to the motives from which

they enter into war, [ would state that they enter into many wars with no other

desire but to make slaves; though they may make an excuse of another nature,

their desire is to make slaves. I will relate one instance that occurred in

Abbeokuta: there was a town called Abaka, in which the family of Mr.

Crowther was then residing ; the people of Abbeokuta, at the request of another

chicf, went to war with this town of Abaka, and after a siege of four or five

months, they destroyed the town, and the whole of the captives they made were

sold into slavery. Subsequently to the taking of this town, there was a meeting

of the chiefs in Abbeokuta, to settle some matters relative. to this war, in which

one of the chief warriors who had engaged in this war stated publicly in the

face of the other chiefs that this war which they had undertaken, and by which

they had destroyed Abaka, was nothing more than a slave-trade war. He

stated it publicly, that there was no other reason and no other motive that had

influenced him and the other chiefs who had conducted that war than the desire

of making slaves.

8038. (To Mr. Gollmer.) Have you ever heard the Reverend Samuel Crow-

ther relate the narrative of his own capture ?—I have.

8039. Docs or does not the fact of his capture bring to your recollection an

instance of a war undertaken for the purpose of making slaves, or at least ofa war

unprovoked terminating in the capture of slaves, and their exportation from

Africa to the West Indies ?—I have heard it stated that such was the case.

8c40. And though you de not know it from personal experience or observation
you know it historically, and believe it ?— Yes, I do.

$041. Do you wish the Committee to understand that your hesitation as to

personal knowledge does not apply to your knowledge historically !—No, I believe

it was the fact.
8042. Can you state to the Committee any other cases connected with the pre-

sence of the British squadron on the coast, in addition to that which you have

mentioned in a former part.of your evidence, as tending to check the progress of

the slave trade, and to give security to lawful commerce?—It is my belief that

hardly any merchant or missionary could reside in Africa, either on the coast or

in the interior, without the protection of Her Majesty’s cruisers.

8043. When you say in the “interior,” by the interior you probably mean a

distance, somewhat similar to that of Abbeokuta, from the coast; do you include

Abbeokuta specifically?—Perhaps a European may be sate in Abbeokuta, be-

cause it is a powerful town, and the people are strong enough to defend them-

selves, but how to pass the seaport would be the great difficulty. With respect

to Badagry, Badagry is governed in some degree by Abbeokuta, and the people

at Badagry will not commit any outrage upon us, because they know we are friends
of the Abbeokuta people. | .

8044. By “us” you mean yourself and other missionaries, and your Christian

congregation ?—I include all the English people. ;

8045. Have you any reason to infer that any Englishman is at all connected

with the proceedings of the slave trade ?—I am not aware of any. .
8046. Have you reason to infer that any Englishman at Badagry, is in any

degree in collusion or compact of any kind to sustain the slave trade ?—I have

no reason to believe that there is any one.

8047. Have you reason to believe the contrary ?—I have reason to believe that

they are not, connected with the slave trade.

8048. Though a great slave dealer is within 26 miles ?7-—Yes.

8049. You believe that every Englishman in the neighbourhood is animated

by a sincere desire to suppress the slave trade ?—I believe so.

8950. As far as the operations of the squadron are concerned, have you, or

have you not, reason to believe that the squadron has checked, though it has failed

to prevent the slave trade —I believe it is impossible to say how far the squadron
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has checked the slave trade; but that it would be plainly seen that the squadron
has greatly checked the slave trade, if the squadron were removed.

8051. The object of The House in appointing this Committee has been to
consider the best means of suppressing the slave trade; will you state to the
Committee any suggestions that occur to your own mind, from your residence
on the coast of Africa, of any means that are likely to facilitate that object?
—-We have often been reflecting on the subject, and we thought that some-
thing ought to be done in addition to the squadron, namely, something on
shore,

8052. By “something on shore,” do you mean the establishment ofa force,
or do you mean entering into treaties, or do you mean making settlements
of white men, and forming missions, or is there any other mode which you
would suggest, as having occurred to your own mind, with a view to the
suppression of the slave trade on the coast of Africa:—We have sometimes
thought that it would be well if the same law which applies to the slaver
on the high seas were to be applied to the slave dealer on shore. I think,
on the other hand, that lawful trade ought to be encouraged, and treaties
made with the chiefs, many of whom are quite willing to give up the slave
trade, if they only have a substitute for the slave trade. Many depend upon
the slave trade, and not having anything besides, they carry it on.

8053. Would you wish the Committee to understand that it would be part
of the suggestions that occur to your own mind, that power should be given
to the commanders of Her Majesty’s cruisers on the coast to land; and if,
for example, they found in the possession of Domingo any slaves in confine-
ment in a barracoon for exportation, to hang Domingo on land as a pirate
might be hanged at sea?—lI did not exactly mean to go to that extreme; but
he might be told to leave the country, and his establishment might be broken
up, and the slaves set at liberty.

8054. Do you conceive that Domingo is guilty of any other offence than that
of theft, robbery, and often murder combined ?—Not that I am aware of. Iam
aware that he furnishes the warriors. at Badagry frequently with ammunition,
and encourages them to go on expeditions, and bring the slaves to him.

8055. Does he not receive the goods, knowing the goods to have been stolen?
—Decidedly.

8056. Do you consider that the receiver is less guilty than the thief ?—For
“my part I consider Domingo more guiliy than the man who is tne kidnapper.

8057. If in any case you would permit the last punishment of death to be
inflicted upon a man guiltyof murder, is there any extenuating circumstance
in the case of a man who commits that which leads to murder for his own cold-
blooded gain ?—I have simply stated my opinion; I can hardly answer that
question.

8058. Would you or would you not, if you-found a slaver with his cargo below -
the hatches on the high seas, feel that you were at liberty to. put the offender
himself to death as a pirate ?—As far as my own feeling goes I think they are
the greatest offenders that exist. O

8059. Are you aware that the House of Commons of England passed a
unanimous address to the Crown some years ago, praying the Crown to take
measures that all nations might declare the slave trade to be piracy ;—I have
heard of it. ,

8060. Your own conviction is that the slave trade is piracy ?—I believe so.
8061. Though you are not prepared to enact the punishment of death upon

a pirate who is on shore, do you or do you not think that the infliction of the last
penalty upon a pirate caught on the high’ seas would tend materially to check
the slave trade?—I] think it would decidedly.

8062. Superadded then to the modes of preventing the slave trade, to which
you have already called the attention of the Committee, by proceedings on shore,
by the establishment of ports, and by entering into treaties for the encourage-
ment of lawful commerce, and by enabling the commanders of Her Majesty’s
cruisers to land and seize the slaves in the barracoons, in conf:.mity with treaties
entered into with the native powers, you consider that the punishment of the
slayer on the high seas would materially check the-slave trade ?—Certainly..
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Stephen Bourne, Esq., called in; and Examined.

8063. Chairman.| YOU have resided some years in the West Indies :—

I have.
8064. In what part of the West Indies >—From December 1834 to July 1841,

I resided in Jamaica, and since that time until last January in British Guiana.

8065. Did you hold any official situation in either of those colonies ?—I did

in beth..

8066, Will you state what situation you held in the island of Jamaica ?—

I went out as a special justice.

8067. In what year ?—In the year 1834.

8068. How long did you remain there ?—I remained six years and a half in that

capacity in the same parish.
.

8069. What was that parish 2—St. Andrew’s, within about 12 miles of

Kingston. ;

8070. You afterwards went to Berbice ?>—I did.

8071. In what capacity were you there ?—Registrar of the Supreme Court.

8072. Are you connected by property with any part of the West Indies r—

[have an estate in Berbice that I bought for the purpose of endeavouring to re-

establish the cultivation of cotton; it was an abandoned cotton estate ; I bought

it as a cattle farm. .

8073. You are not engaged in the cultivation of sugar ?—I am not.

8074. Have your efforts to restore the cultivation of cotton in Berbice been

satisfactory ?—They have not; the. fact is that I out-lined a plan to re-establish

cotton cultivation, and it was sent home to England by Mr. George Lang, who

died soon after he left. Since that the circumstances of the colony have been

such that 1 have not thought it expedient to revive the subject; but I have no

reason to doubt that cotton might be cultivated to great advantage in Berbice.

8075. What do you refer to when you speak of the circumstances of the

colony ?—I mean the extremely adverse circumstances in which the colony is

now placed; the difficulty of obtaining money, even for the purposes of carrying

on the sugar cultivation, or any purpose whatever. Ce CS

8076. Are there any other difficulties which the proprietors encounter in the

colony of Demerara, besides the difficulty of obtaining money ?—I think there

are very many- Oo
8077. What are they ?—That, perhaps, would lead into a wider field than the

subject of slavery. oe

$078. Is there any difficulty in obtaining labour?-—I do not think by any

meansto the extent that has been generally supposed and represented; 1 think

atthis moment there may be abundance of labour in the colony; more, perhaps,

than there is money to pay for. .

8079. When you say “ abundance of labour,” do you mean that there are

wages that will command any amount of labour, or do you mean that the wages

which the proprietors can afford to give would be sufficient to command the

requisite labour ?—J think in the present state of the sugar market it may be

impossible for the sugar grower to pay the rate of wages which he has been in

the habit of paying; and I think it is perhaps difficult. to prevail uponold

labourers to work at less: wages than they have been accustomed to receive.

8080. What wages have they been accustomed to receive 7—I think from 16d.

aday to 2s.- o
1 8081. When did you leave Demerara ?—I left Berbice on the 5th of January

ast. /
8082. At that time was the rate of wages given to creoles 1s. 4d.a day ?—

I believe so..
8083. How many hours did the day comprise ?—-What is called a day is gene-

rally a task; that isthe same amount of labour which was settled by Sir James

Smith, and by the Court of Policy, with the consent of the people: a given quan-

tity of work ‘to be done inaday. The same day’s work now that was done

during apprenticeship could be obtained for 1s. 4.3; supposing a person goes

into a field and does a task and a quarter, or a task and a half, or two tasks, he

is paid in proportion to it. I have known instances of women going into the

utd and doing two tasks, for which of course at that rate they would get 2s. 8d.

a day each. A female servant of our own has gone into the field; she has wanted

10 earn more money.than we paid her, and she said, ‘ Mistress, I would rather
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go to work in the field, because I can earn more money in the field.” We have
ascertained that she could easily earn 25. 8d. a day by doing two tasks; by;
she was an exceedingly strong woman. | think there have been instances in
which for particular purposes, such as making up money to subscribe to a chapel,
or to pay for the education of their children, or to buy land, they have done
three tasks in the course of a day, so as to be able to earn a dollar a day.

8084. Is it a circumstance of common occurrence that labourers will do two
tasks in the course ofa day?—I do not think it is; I think a task and a half is
common. Co

8085. How many hours would that require ?—I should say from eight to 16
hours; depending, of course, upon the strength and skill of the man who does
the work.

8086. Though you have no experience in the cultivation of sugar yourself, you
must have seen a good deal occasionally of sugar cultivation ?—I have. ~

8087. Do you think that the rate of wages which now prevails in Demerara
is such as to render it difficult to the proprietor to cultivate sugar with profit ?—
T think at least one half of the estates in Berbice that have been kept in cul-
tivation, have been cultivated at a loss; but I think that there are some of the
estates still cultivated at a profit.

8088. To what circumstance do you attribute that loss in the cultivation of
estates ?—To the low price of sugar.

8089. Are the estates economically administered -—Some of them. are.
8090. Some of the estates cultivated at a loss, are cultivated under circum-

stances which you think would justify an expectation of profit, if there were a
remunerating price for sugar ?—I think so.

8091. You do not comprehend in that answer the estates which are encumbered
with debts, or with intermediate payments of any description ?—~I am afraid there
are very few estates in British Guiana that are not encumbered with debts; Mr.
Barkiy’s estates, however, are not in debt, and there are some others. There
is an estate called Everton, that I suppose is still profitable; if estates are well
managed, and the people are attached to the estate, and well inclined to the
manager, and there is good machinery, and plenty of capital, I think there are
those which may still be carried on so as to yield a moderate profit at the present
prices.

8092. Then in your answer to the question just now, you contemplated only
those cases in which there was an undue expenditure in the cultivation of sugar?
I calculate the ordinary expenditure, and I have no knowledge that would
enable me to say that an estate expends more money than it ought todo. J
ought to presume that every man carries on his business on terms that he thinks
will be advantageous to him ; and that if he thought he could save money in
one way without losing it in another way, he would do so.

8093. But if he were compelled from circumstances to employ unduly expen-
sive agencies, of course the estate would be cultivated under economical disad-
vantages ?—Just so.

8094. Are the estates we have been speaking of so circumsianced ?—Some of
them are, but some are not; I think that where there is plenty of capital, where
there has been a good understanding between the managers and the people,
where there is good machinery, and where the land is adapted to the cultivation
of sugar, in those instances, though the instances are few, those estates are still
cultivated at a small profit, but not such a profit as has been heretofore received
from the West Indies, and not such as it is reasonable for people to expect who
embark their money in those countries. =" .

8095. At what rate per cwt. can sugar be produced in Demerara?—lI think
it depends very much upon circumstances ; I am told that. some people cannot
produce it at less than 20s. per cwt., and I have heard of others who prodice
it at 8s. to 10s. per cwt.

8096. Would that 8s. to 10s. include interest upon capital, or would it be
the actual outgoings ?—The actual outgoings; I know one estate, but it is
perhaps the only estate in Berbice that is cultivated at so small an expense, and
1s so productive; an estate in the neighbourhood of New Amsterdam, called
Everton ; it belongs to Mr. Fullarton, in Scotland; and I believe in 1845 that
estate produced 780 hogsheads of sugar, and proportionate quantities, say one-
third of rumand molasses. I know the exact amount which was paid for labour
upon that estate; also for the management; and my impression is, that that

estate
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estate would pay perhaps from 8 to 10 per cent. upon the capital employed,

even at present prices; but that is an exception to the general rule. I believe

that one-half or two-thirds of the estates in Berbice, though still cultivated, are

cultivated at a loss of capital; and I do not see how that can go on, because

the people have not money themselves to go on at a loss, and the proprietors

and merchants in London are not disposed to go on at a loss, therefore I suppose

the estates must go out of cultivation. I have in my possession a statement of

the produce and costs of cultivation of the three best sugar estates in the county

f Berbice in 1845:

Everton produced sugar - - - - 780 Hhds. 15 cwt. each.

Canefields - - - - - - ~ - A497 —

Lochaber - - - - ~ - “ - 460 —

And rum and molasses equal in value to one-fourth of the value of the sugars.

Paid Money Wages for Labour.

Everton - - - - ~ - ~ ~ - 20,820 dollars.

Canefields - ~ - - - ~- - - - 18,242 »

Lochaber - - - - - - - - - 1 8,352 »

Paid for Salaries, Supplies, Engineers’ Contracts, &c. &c.

Everton = - - - ~ = - - - + 20,361 dollars.

Canefields - - - - - - - - - 19,225 ,,

Lochaber - - - - - - - - - 15,000,

8007. You think, then, that though the alleged paucity of labour has been

exaggerated, still it exists to some extent ?—I have no doubt it did so to a great

extent, but perhaps not now, because there are so many estates, the proprietors

of which cannot afford to hire labourers, that I should think since I have left

Berbice there must be rather a superabundance of labour thana scarcity.

8098. You consider that a large portion of the cultivated land at Berbice will

be abandoned ?—I apprehend so. I am sorry I did not bring with me a chart of

Berbice, which would have shown every estate in cultivation, and all the estates

that have been cultivated, but are now abandoned. I think that a vast extent

of country, which was formerly cultivated with cotton, I should say nine-tenths

of the estates that were cultivated some years ago, when the Dutch had the

colony, are now abandoned, and it was upon those estates that I supposed cotton

might be cultivated again with advantage.

8099. Was no lower rate of wages prevalent in the country than you have

stated _—Mr. Barkly was in the colony when I left it, and he recommended, by

a letter addressed to the proprietors, which was published in the newspapers, a

reduction in the price of labour as the only means by which it was likely that

cultivation could be kept up ; and that was under agitation when I left the colony.

Whether it succeeded or not I cannot tell, except from some private letters which

I have had from friends there, who stated that as to the old creole labourers there

were very few of them at work ; that they stood out for the old rate of wages.
8100. The opinion which you expressed that there would be abundance of

labour in the colony rests upon the assumption that a large portion of the soil of
Berbice is thrown out of cultivation ?—Just so.

8101. During the time you were in Berbice, had you an opportunity of seeing

the arrival of any captured Africans from Sierra Leone 2>—I have seen them at
Berbice; 1 went on board the African ships.
8102. In what condition did you find them ?—One vessel was full of a very

nice cargo of youths; they seemed to be in high spirits ; fine boys they were; I

think they came from St. Helena.
8103. What do you mean by “boys” P—I mean lads. of from 10 to 17 years of

age ; there were a few girls amongst them, but very few.
8104. What year was this in ?——In 1842. .
8105. Did you see any of those Africans located in the colony 2—I did. I

went to see another vessel with Africans of different ages, which came afterwards ;
they were ina very different state; they appeared to be sick and emaciated;
many of them had sores. about. them.

8106. Was that on board the “Growler” ?—I think not; it was about three

years ago.
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8107. Do you know under what circumstances they became in the state of
health you describe ?—They had been recently. taken out of a slave ship.

8108. Did you see any captured Afticans, after they were landed in the colony,
employed ?—I did; I saw some at Plantation Marra, which belonged to the

Messrs. Lang; I saw some also at Everton; I have seen them also in some

excellent schools, conducted by the archdeacon, Mr. Fothergill, and in a school

conducted by Mr. Dalgeish, one of the missionaries ; they worked during the day,
and attended school at night and on Sundays. On both those occasions there
were public examinations, when they were allowed to leave their work to attend
the schools.

8109. How should you describe the conduct of those Africans, as far as came

under your observation ;—I never saw so great an improvement in any haman
beings as in those persons, both in cleanliness and in appearance with regard to
health and intelligence. In the school conducted under the superintendence of
the archdeacon, Mr. Fothergill, and again in that of Mr. Dalgeish, im an almost
incredibly short space of time, many of those youths had been taught to read the
New Testament, and to answer questions as well as children in England.

8110. Had you any conversation with any of those Africans ?—Not privately;
not excepting when their masters were present.

8111. Do you know whether they were satisfied with the change in their posi-

tion ?—I think very much so; Iam persuaded that they were very much im-

proved in their condition, that they were much benefitted by the change. That
was the strong impression made upon my mind at the time.

8132. Sir R. H. Inglis.] Does that answer apply to the old Africans ?—I am

not sure that they were part of the same cargo. I saw Africans that I knew had

been captured in slave ships on different occasions, and I was always struck with

the extraordinary improvement, both physical and intellectual, thatI observed in

them.
8113. You were not able to trace the parties after they were landed in the

colony ?—No. I had some conversation with the missionary clergyman with

regard to those Africans at Mara, and he told me that he had taken a great deal.

of pains with them.
8114. What was the name of the clergyman ?—Mr. M‘Kelloch; he told me

that he was in the habit of attending every night to instruct them; that they
came most eagerly to him, and also on the Sundays, and that he found them the
most docile scholars he ever had. He told me that he thought they would get on

much better if they had more books. I mentioned the circumstance to Mr. Lang,

the proprietor of the estate, and he requested me to buy whatever books I thought

necessary, and that he would pay for them, which he did. Mr. Lang told me,
also, that he would be at any expense the minister might think necessary for the

erection of a school-house on his property, and that he was at perfect liberty to

come at any time he chose, and to take the boys and men on the estate for the

purpose of instruction. I think it only just to state this with regard to a person,

who has since died, who was very anxious for emigration.

8115. He had a great number of those young boys employed at one time upon
his estate ?—I think more than 50.

8116. Do you know whether he was satisfied with their conduct ?—I believe he
was ; he was very anxious to get more.

8117. Did they work steadily ?—The impression upon my mind is that they

did. TI have heard several planters say that they could not have gone on with the

estates if it had not been for those young Africans.
8118. Had you any opportunity of seeing those newly imported Africans in the

island of Jamaica ?—I had one opportunity only; that must have been in the year

1838, I think. They were not placed in a very good situation. I do not think

they were very well treated. I mentioned the matter to the Governor, and also

wrote to the late Lord Holland, who was a very kind friend of mine; upon the sub-

ject, and he wrote to me that he had spoken to Lord Glenelg, and that some

arrangements had been made to secure their better treatment in future.

8119. From what you saw of the condition of the Africans after they were
imported into Demerara, and the state of their own minds with regard to their

change of circumstances, do you think that it was a benevolent act towards them

to bring them from Africa, and to place them as labourers on the soil of Deme-

yara?—I think that the object of it was to extend the cultivation, but that the

effect of it was beneficial to the Africans.
8120. In
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8320. In what way ?—By putting them within the reach of Christian influence,

and getting them kept clean and well attended to by the medical men ofthe estates;

by getting them well clothed ; by inducinga desire into them to work for money;

and particularly in this way, by bringing them within the reach of goodministers

of religion, and schoolmasters who taught them to read the Scriptures, and to

attend regularly to the worship of the Almighty.

8121. And by obtaining general instruction in the arts of civilization ?—I

think so.
8122. Do they obtain wages sufficient to maintain them in comfort ?—1 appre-

hend so; I have no doubt about it.

8123. Did you ever hear them complain that they could not obtain sufficiency

of food forthe wages which they earned 2-1 never did.

8124. Do you think that any such complaint, as far as your observation

extended, would have been wel] founded ?-—I do not think it would. I think it was

very much the interest of the proprietors to extend their cultivation, and ta get

the Africans to: ¢arry on, the work, and.so easy would it have been for any of those

young persons to have gone. from, one employer to another if they had beenill-

treated,it is very unlikely that any person with whom they were placed would treat

them ill. I have never heard of any being ill-treated in Berbice.

8125. In general they remained prettysteadily on the same estate?—Ithink

the young people did ; with respect to some old people, who were brought as emi-.

grants, Lam not sure about those; my attention wasparticularly drawn to the

children and young people.
8126. Sir R. H. Inglis.) You have referred to the improvement which has

taken. place in the state of the. liberated Africans when placed in Berbice ; that

improvement is contrasted with your own observation of their original state when

they were landed, as you have not. stated that you ever saw them in their own

country ?—I never did. -

8127. When, therefore, you stated that they are now placed in a situation

where. cleanliness.canbe attended to, and religious instruction conveyed to them,

and means. of public. worship afforded, you. rather refer to their: condition .on

board ship than to the condition which they occupied in Sierra Leone, where you

yourself have not been ?—Just so.
8128. You did not mean, therefore, to state to this Committee that the parties

in question. were.neglected as, to cleanliness, or as to religious instruction,or as to

the-means of. public worship, when, they were in Sierra Leone ?—I by no means

intend either to express or-to insinuate that; on the contrary, I presume that they

had:not been for any considerable time, if at all, at Sierra Leone;for it does

often happen -that a slaver.is brought in,and there chancesto be an emigrant

vessel waiting for emigrants,and they are taken immediately from one ship to

another. « an _

8129.. Chairman.| You think that extensive. emigration trom Africa will be

beneficial to the African race, as well as. advantageous to the West India propric-

tors ?—Ijudge so from what I have-seen on board the emigrant ships, and also from.

what I have read with.regard to.the state of Africa. In Jamaica, and in Berbice,

I know that the ministers of religion of all denominations, are extremely anxious

to give. them religious instruction, andthat they have facilities for attending places

of religious worship, which, I suppose, they cannot have in Africa. I do not be-

lieve they are over worked; I believe that their wages are more than sufficient to

provide them with the necessary comforts of life, and many of its luxuries; and,

therefore, I conceive that it must be abeneficial change for them.

8130. In the answer to the previous question, you did not mean to give any

opinion as to the comparative advantage of their state, but only to say that within

your own knowledge they were.in a positive ‘state of comfort and enjoyment in

Jamaica, and in Berbice ?—That is what I have stated with respect to such as I

have seen, and I have seen a great many. ee pis

8131. Mr. Barkly.|] From your own knowledge of the colony of British Guiana,

do you think that the planters do experience any difficulty in getting the labour

they desire for the cultivation of their estates ?—[ do not know what may be the

case now, -I have stated that on many estates the proprietors or the managers are

unable to employ the people, and that the people may therefore be now pressing
into the market for:labour, in, consequence of the want of employment; but I think

the cultivation of the country might be extended most advantageously for every-

body, if there were a greater number of people there.

G53. 8132, Are
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8132. Are you acquainted with Mr. Richard Egg, of Berbice ?—Yes.

8133. Do you think that he is a gentleman, who would state what he knew to.

be untrue ?—I1 do not think he would; I knew him as manager of Highbury
Estate; I have since seen him as manager of an estate on the Canje; he has the
reputation of being a very respectable straight-forward man.

8134. Do you think that if Mr. Egg, inaletter received from Berbice this
morning, makes a statement with regard to the difficulty of obtaining labour, his

remarks are worthy of attention ?>—TI am so far acquainted with him that I do not

believe he would state anything that is not strictly true.

8135. You think that his remarks would be worthy of attention as those of a
person practically engaged in the cultivation of sugar in the colony !—I think so.
If 1 mnyself wrote to make any inquiry whatever of Mr. Egz, I should give ere-
dence to his answer.

8136. He states: “We have not ground this month froma desire to relieve
Reliance Property of some of its grass; but from its being so very heavy, and the

unwillingness of the labourers to perform full tasks, we have not been able to get
as much of this work done as we could have desired. Eight working days have
been lost this month by the Easter holidays. The limited. amounts of wages
monthly since the 1st of January do not arise from any great reduction in the
original rate of wages, but from the scarcity of labour to be obtained for any
description of work. Also, from the small quantity of work performed by those
who do work, and which prevents us from doing justice to the soil and to the
growing crops. The creole labourers on the rural settlements do little or no
work.” Do you think that a statement of that kind from Mr. Egg is deserving of
credence?—I should think so, because Mr. Egg states it. I should have supposed
that at this moment the creole labourers would have been very anxious to get
employment, and that there would be no difficulty in getting labourers to any
extent; but if that is stated in a letter from Mr. Egg, received by this packet, of

course his experience goes to correct the impressions upon my own mind.
$137. Do you think, from your knowledge of the circumstances of Berbice,

that the labourers in that country are in the habit of working regularly every day
in the wéek ?—1 know they are not.

8138. Have you formed any idea of the number of days in a week that the
population, upon an average, work ?—f have not. ButI heard your examination
before the Committee on Sugar and Coffee Planting, in which you stated what I
know to be perfectly true, that 360 persons would give you the result of the
labour of 90 persons; but that did not make any difference with regard to the
calculation of what was the cost of producing sugar, because I would reckon the
irregular labour of a certain number of persons made up by a larger number

_ employed occasionally.
$139. Then you would assent to the opinion that the present Creole popu-

lation do not work more than one-fourth of their time ?—I would not say one-
fourth; I think at some periods they work a great deal more than at other
periods; for instance, most of those who are good for anything have lands of
their own, and when their own lands require to be drained, or their dams to be
made up, or their corn to be put in, or tuere is anything to be reaped, and they

can realize money from it, they will not work for the master; but when that is

not the case, and they are in want of money, they will go and work a week, or a

fortnight, or a month to obtain money ; but having lands of their own to cultivate,
they will be turned away by a regard for their own interest, and they will not
work in the continuous manner that they did under slavery.

8140. It is very desirable in the cultivation and manufacture of sugar, that
the labour should be continuous ?—No doubt of it.

8141. Chairman.| Supposing the colony were reduced to the circumstances
which you contemplate, of a large portion of the soil being thrown out of culti-

vation, and consequently the demand for labour to a great degree ceasing,

what would be the. condition of the Creole and African population ?—That is

difficult to say. A great many of them would no doubt be reduced to very great
distress. They wouldbe driven to the cultivation of land as a meaus of pro-
viding for the immediate wants of themselves and their families ; and they would

be reduced to some distress for want of the means of purchasing those luxuries
which they have been accustomed to use. ‘They would not be able to pay for
the education of their children. In that respect tney have gone to a most unpa-
ralleled extent, as well as in subscribing money for the erection of places of vor

ship,
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ship, and to support their own ministers. I think that their means of doing

that depends upon the cultivation of some exportable and valuable production,

and if you take away that, they must necessarily be reduced to distress as the

result,
8142. Would they bv the cultivation of their provision grounds be able to

sustain themselves without enduring any privation from want of food?—I am

inclined to think they would.

8143. But although they would be so far raised above privation, do you think

that the circumstances in which they would be placed would necessarily lead to

barbarism 2—I would not go so far as that, because many of them have been very

well instructed; they are very skilful labourers, and they have ministers of

religion and schoolimasters to improve their condition, and some of them have

created capitals for themselves as well as having productive lands, thereforeI

would not say that they would be reduced to barbarism, but they would not pro-

gress in the scale of civilization.

8144. Mr. Barhly.] Do you think that their condition under those supposed

circumstances would be worse in British Guiana or in the West Indies than it is

now in Africa :—Ithink not so bad. 7

8145. Are you at all aware of the extent of the contributions of the negroes

in Berbice for religious purposes, particularly for building churches?—1 do not

know the aggregate, but I can mention one fact. There is one building in New

Amsterdam, a missionary chapel, of which Mr. Davies is the minister; I do not

know any finer buildings as places of worship in the neighbourhood of London;

1 do not know a more substantial, comfortable place of worship, seating, I shouid

say, from 1,000 to 1,200 or 1,300 people, and I am tuld that it is constantly filled

every Sunday morning. It has cost about 9,000 1, and more than 6,0002. has been

raised by the congregation, consisting almost entirely of black and a few coloured

people; that has been erected since I have been in Berbice, so that in the course

of the last six years that one congregation must have raised 1,000 2, a year besides

maintaining their minister and their schools. That is one reason why I think they

must work, because I do not see how they could have obtained this money without

having laboured. 1 think that in order to continue those engagements habitually,

the creole population will work that they may maintain themselves in the statious

in which they are now. They mayperhaps. hang off for a fewweeks, or a few

months, for the purpose of driving their master to a better bargain, or of seeing

whether another master will not spring upwho will pay them better, but I. think

ultimately the whole creole population must cultivate the soil.

8146. Chairman.] Some of the contributors to the chapel probably would not

be labourers; they would be small shopkeepers 1—A few; but the great bulk of

the people have been labourers upon the estates inthe vicinity. There is one man

might give 20 /., and I gave something, and Mr. Lang and many of the merchants

in the town gave ; but 6,000 J. bas been contributed, I believe, by the congre-

gation, 99 out of 100 of whom are labourers. a

8147. Is the building you speak of in connexion with the Church of England ?

—It is not; but I believe they have been found equally liberal in contributing

wherever there is a minister, such as Mr. Fothergill, or any person that interests

himself in their improvement. There are many chapels not so expensive, and

not so nicely fitted up as that in the principal town ; but they have erected a great

many places of worship all over the country.
8148. “Are there many ministers of colour ?—I have heard of only one ; I believe

that the missionaries endeavour to educate some young people belonging to their

own congregations to go out occasionally to the villages aud instruct the people ; bat

I only once heard of any minister of colour preaching in the churches in the towns.

8149. What was the social condition of the creole population at the time you

left Berbice; were they living in a state of comfort with respect to the other

classes ?—I never heard anything to the contrary up to the timeI left.

8150. As a body, there was no bad feeling between them and the whites?—I

think not. :

8151. Do you think that the introduction of emigrants from the coast of Africa

would lead to such a feeling ;—Not from Africa; I think the creoles were always

well pleased when Africans were brought; J never heard of any objection to

bringing in Africans. There. have been very great objections to the persons who

came in from Madeira, and to the Coolies, especially to their being brought in at

the public expense; but 1 think that if the immigration had been confined to

0.53. Africa,
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Africa, and some arrangements, which might have been made at the time, had

been made, there would have been no objection on the part of the majority of the
creole population to the introduction of a large body of African labourers.

8152. They do not look upon it as a scheme for reducing the value of their own

labour ?—They might imagine that that would be the immediate effect; but still

they would feel themselves so secure of provisions, from the extent of the country,

and from the lands that they have in their own possession, and it is so easy fora

man who is industrious to get his living in that country, that I think if they had

any such fears they would be chimerical. oo

8153. The worst that could befal an industrious man in that country would
never place him in the position of a man thrown entirely out of employment in

this:—I think not; Iwill give a proof of it; I was asked whether I had any

property in Berbice, and I stated, that with a view to the introduction of the cul-

tivation of cotton, I had bought a cattle farm and sold off the cattle, and that it

had formerly been a very profitable cotton estate; now I happen to know that

this estate, consisting of a thousand acres, produced one year a net profit to the

proprietor (when it was cultivated as cotton), after defraying all his expenses, of

8,0002, Half of the estate, consisting of 500 acres, has been sold since I have

been in this country (on the 8th of May), and in consequence of my not being at

home. I certainly should not have allowed it if I had been there; but that estate

of 500 acres of fine jand in a very good part of the country, having a public road

passing through it, freehold land, the best possible title to it, sold for 118 dollars,

For 500 acres of land, that is less than 1 §. an acre; and I am persuaded that the

two estates, containing together 1,000 acres of land, in the original purchase, in

making up the roads, in repairing the house, in draining the estate, and in making

some experiments in ploughing, and so on, cost me 8,000 dollars; and one half

of that sold for 118 dollars; that is about 247, sterling. Now such estates being

continually brought to sale, there is hardly a negro who has been industrious in

that country, who could not raise in an hour, either from sale of stock or from some

friend, 20 /. or 252. to buy such an estate; and 100 negro families could live off

that estate by expendinga little labour upon it.

8154. Mr. Barkly.] Do you think that if the rate of wages were considerably

reduced, the labourers would give as large an amount of labour as they now do

for a higher rate of wages ?—I think not.

8155. You think there would be less. disposition to work on their part, if a

great reduction of wages were carried into effect ?—I am afraid the effect of it

would be to drive them to the cultivation of their own lands in preference to

working for hire.
8156. But there must be a limit to the demand for the products of their Jands?

—Up to the time of my leaving Berbice, everything raised on their lands sold at

a high price, yams and other things.

8157. But is not the purchase of those articles confined to the white population

who are dependant for their means of purchasing upon the cultivation of sugar?

—There are the new emigrants that come in that have not lands of their own.

All theemigrants that have come in, the Coolies and those people, obtain their

provisions from those lands. - In former times the estate owners used to cultivate

large quantities of provisions which they do not now, so that many of them have

to depend upon the product of the lands of the negroes.
8158., But the means which the emigrants have of purchasing provisions are

derived from the wages received from the sugar cultivation r—Just so..

8159. Is there anything else that you wish to state to the Committee ?~-I have

said elsewhere, and I would wish to repeat it here, that I am afraid that although
emigration may do good to the people themselves, and though it will do good to

the country and lead to the cultivation of a vast and fertile country which is

now lying waste, yet I do not think it will be of immediate service to the pro-

prietors of the soil. I think that in the present state of feeling of the old Creole

labourers, with their indisposition to take a less rate of wages, their objection to

the Coolie immigration, and their annoyance at its being charged to them as @

public expense, and the complaints they make against the Government and so

forth, the result will be, that for every immigrant that is brought into the country,

you will lose two, perhaps more, of the old people from the estates. That will be

the immediate effect of it: But the ultimate effect no doubt will be to benefit

every body if the right means are taken with respect to emigration, and a proper

: ‘
provision
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provision be made for their support in the event of the abandonment of the

estates.
8160. Do you think that they will cease to work altogether upon the sugar

estates, and depend for their existence upon their provisions ?—No ; but at pre-

gent the labourers can realize such a return for the application of their industry

to their own lands, that they will not be disposed to work at low wages.

8161. But that cannot continue after the abandonment of the sugar cultivation,

because there will not be the same demand for the provisions'—No; but I am

referring to the immediate effect. If the Government, or if the West India pro-

rietors conceive that they are to be relieved from their distresses by any one

measure, especially the measure of immigration, I believe that will be found to be

a mistake.
8162. Sir E. Buxton.] Do you think that unless protection 1s granted to the

lanters, all the other efforts now being made must be ineffectual ?—I have always

thought that protection in the way it was asked for, could not be given because

of its connexion with other matters here; but I think there are other means by

which the country might be advantaged. I think that capital is required for the

country. I think that many improvements might be carried on to diminish the

cost of cultivation. I think if the estates were thoroughly drained it would be of

reat advantage. ‘There are many ways in which it is possible for the people of

Great Britain to help the people in the West Indies, besides protection, and besides

immigration.
8163. Do you think it likely that capital will go to any country unless culti-

vation is made more profitable than it is at present?—I do not think that under

any circumstances at present private capital will go to that country. T think that

anything that is done in the way of capital must be done now by the Govern-

ment.
8164. Do you suppose it possible that the Government of this country can

supply capital to carry on cultivation in any colony ?—That I do not know;

I think the circumstances of the West Indians are so extreme at this moment

that it wight be justifiable in the Government to strain to the utmost point to

render them some assistance, and that assistance would be better rendered by

capital than by any other means; especially as I-think the estates mightafford

a good security if a preferent claim were given for a Government loan. I under-

stand that an investment of additional capital, to the extent of 4,000 1. on each of

25 estates in the colony of Berbice, would be likely to render those estates really

profitable, even in competition with slave-holding estates, and the free labour of

the East Indies. (The Witness handed in a paper relating to Berbice.)

Mr. William Henry Pratt, and Mr. James Will, called in; and Examined.

8165. Sir R. H. Inglis.| (To Mr. Pratt). ARE you a native of Africa ’—Yes.

8166, You yourself were taken in a slave ship ?—Yes, both of us, and brought

to Sierra Leone. oo

,167. You were taken as a slave, in a slave ship, and liberated in Sierra Leone ?

— es, .
. . . . .

8168. How many years ago were you liberated 7—In 1822.

8169. Since that time have you resided in Sierra Leone 7—I have.

8170. Do you practise any profession, or cary on any business there ?—Yes ;

when I was landed from the slave vessel I was sent to school, under the care of

the Church Missionary Society, and there I remained seven years; in 1827 I was

discharged from the school ;.then I strived to get my own living; I was hired by

merchants and others, until 1837, when I was able to strive for myself; from

thence 1 was connected with a missionary. In 1835 J was converted, and since

then I do what I can to assist the missionaries in my country.

8171. Aye you in connexion with the Church Missionary Society 7—-With the

Wesleyan missionaries. Since 1838 and 1839 I have carried on correspond-

ence with England as a merchant. In the present year I am visiting England

myself.
8172. Have you a house belonging to yourself in Sierra Leone '—Yes, a very

great corner house.

8173. Isyour house of business known in commerce by your name ?—Yes.

8174. What is the name of the firm ?—My own name, William Henry Pratt.

0.53.
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Both me and my friend here endeavour as a committee to help our father and

mother in England to put down the slave trade.
8175. Do you employ many liberated Atricans yourself ?—Yes.
8176. How many ?—I have four allocated to me by the Government under

indentures.
8177. You take care of them as your apprentices ?—-Yes, send them to school,

and bring them up as myself.
8178. Mr. Barkly. For how many years ?—According to the age.

8179. Sir R. H. Inglis.] You stated that you have received four under inden-

tures ?>— Yes, and I have three hired. :

8180. Will you state for how many years you undertake to provide for each
of the jour ?—Those above 12 years are apprenticed for three years; those that
are under nine are apprenticed for five years, and those that are beyond 10 are
apprenticed for four years.

8181. If you have no objection will you state what brings you to England
now?—{ have come to England because | have sufficient money to pay my
way. Iwished to bring my children, and give them a thorough education, as
T could afford it.

8182. Chairman.| What is your son’s age who is with you ?—Eleven.

8183. Sir R. H. Inglis.] Do you propose to leave him in England to be
educated ?—Yes; and by coming to England and disbursing my money myself,
I would better understand things. ,

8184. You propose to return to Sierra Leone ?—Yes, in October next.
8185. You propose to take back with you articles of commerce ?-—Quantities.
8186. You came here then in part to make mercantile and commercial en-

gagements ?>—Yes, I came to deal in merchandize.

8187. Are there other gentlemen like yourself engaged in commerce in Sierra

Leone ?—Yes, I know gentlemen, under 14, or between 14 and 15, that have

opened correspondence with England.
8188. Are they all Africans ?—Yes. .
8189. Were they all slaves at one time ?—Yes; we all came at different times.
8190. And all have been liberated :—Yes.
8191. And all placed in Sierra Leone ?—-Yes.
8192. Originally under the protection of the Church Missionary Society :—

No, various; under the government.

8193. You yourself were originally placed in the Church Missionary school?---.

8194. How many form the congregation of Wesleyans in Sierra Leone :--I
think we have 27 chapels.

8195. What is the smallest number attending any one of those chapels ?—I
think one chapel in the West End has no less in attendance on morning service
on the Sabbath, than from 700 to 800.

8196. Is that the largest or the smallest number ?—That is where the popula-
iion is great.

8197. How many liberated Africans are there altogetherin the Wesleyan cons-

munity in Sierra Leone ?—All the congregation in Free Town is alusost composed
of liberated Africans, but the Wesleyans altogether I think are about four thou-
sand.

8198. Do the remaining Christians in Sierra Leone of African blood belong to
the Chirch Missionary Tastitution ?—No; there is another connexion called the
African Methodists, under the care and control of aliberated African, 1,800 men:-
bers; and there is another connexion, the Baptist chapel, under a Nova Scotian,
from America ; one large stone building, 80 feet in length, belongs to liberated

Africans, under the control of a liberated preacher; and thereis. another con-
nexion, Lady Huntingdon’s, in two parts, one under a Nova Scotian, aud one cou-

sisting of four or five hundred liberated Africans, controlled by a liberated Afri-
can preacher.

8199. Are they united, generally speaking, or are there unhappily dissensions
between those different bodies of Christians ?>—If the African Methodist Society

-undertake to build a new chapel, there is an invitation for liberated Africans in
general, .

8200. Then you wish the Committee to understand that they not only do.not
quarrel, but agree with each other?—Yes, the liberated Africans are all one in every
thing. .

Seat, Do
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8201. Do you, since you first landed from Sierra Leone, perceive great im-

provement in the society of Sierra Leone, as well as a great increase in the size of

¥ree Town ?—The society has vastly increased, the educational branches are

larger; there is a Wesleyan mission, and a Church mission, and another school

‘that has opened for every man thatis able to put his children to school, and they

are instructed in theology, Hebrew, and Greek, and the study of arithmetic; every-

thing that is useful to children.

“ 8902. Have you any week-day services in your chapel ?—In all our chapels we

have week-day services: on Monday our Church friends have a service, and the

Wesleyans go to it. We are all striving to get to one Heaven ; we go to Church

as well as go to the Wesleyan chapel in week-day service. Our Church friends have

service again on Thursday, and the Wesleyans have service on other days in so

many chapels that we have service in one chapel cr another every day in the

week,

$203. What is the population of liberated Africans, and of Africans generally,

as compared with the population of white men in the colony of Sierra Leone ?>—All

— husiness almost lies in the hands of the liberated Africans.; they are all striving; the

contractors are liberated Africans ; in all undertakings there are liberated Africans 3

everything almost is composed of liberated Africans.

8204. Have you seen any liberated Africans who have gone to the West

Indies and have returned ? —I dare say many return.

8205. Have you seen them ?—I have seen them; but I can only say what I

heard from them, because I have not been there to be a witness. AS soon as

they came into :the dock or harbour of Free Town they knelt down, and said,

“Thank God that | have come again to the land of liberty :” they repented that

they had ever gone to the West Indies. .

8206. Have you seen many liberated Africans who have come back for the

purpose of inviting and encouraging other liberated Africans to go to the West

Indies ?—Yes ; at first a great many of the people were very willing, among those

that could not do better for themselves; they were very eager to emigrate.

Wien the second emigration go forth they bring a very handsome report of the

West Indies, till the third and fourth; and then some of the emigrants come

and circulate matters in the place that the people were badly treated ; and then

none of the people who had been landed in Free Town were willing to emigrate.

8207. At what time did those emigrants come in ?—-When they first come the

delegates have those people dressed up and return to Sierra Leone; so they said

the place was very good; they went thefirst and the second time; the emigrants

‘have no power to return; they remain, and then they come back after the second

time, and then the people circulate the state of the place.

$208. Did not’ they obtain larger wages in the West Indies than they would

obtain in Sierra Leone itself?—-Yes; the wages may he 2s.a day; but they

could live better off the wages in Free ‘Town as labourers, because everything

there is uncommonly. cheap. | .

8209. Do the labourers whom you employ at Free Town wear European

clothing ?~Yes, just the same as here. . .

8210. On Sundays do they wear clothes much finer, which cost more money?

-—On Sundays they all go decent as you would go in the Christian world, except

that they will put on a frock coat. To tell a man to wear a coat is to tell him

he is invited 10 a feast; as the place is extrordinarily hot, they use a riding or

hunting coat made of linen or holland. If I return from England I would try to

keep up the same habit that I have seen in England.

8211. Generally speaking are the liberated African population of Sierra Leone

a well conducted, orderly people?—Very; and T can say with respect to the

African population, that if it was in my power to draw a picture to show the

activity of the people, and the way they get on, it would give you hearty satisfac-

tion that your fathers who have been striving for Africa have not laboured in vain.

8212. If such be your opinion of the state of Sierra Leone, and of the comfort

of these who labour there for small wages, but wages sufficient to procure the

comforts of life, do you wish the Committee to understand that there is any pro-

bability of a large or adequate supply of free labourers going from Sierra Leone

as emivrants to the West Indies?—As far as I know of the emigration concern,

the emigration is chiefly now in taking liberated Africans just landed from the

vessel. They are led on to the African department. The gate is closed so that

none of the inhabitants can enter out of the street; mo one can enter except he

0.53.
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Mr W.H. Pratt, gets an order from the Governor, and when the emigrants come, the agent, after
and Mr. J. Will, he has applied to the Governor, enters the yard, and calls the people out, and tells

4 duly 1848,
them that the Queen intends to send them to a better country, that everything is
pleasant, and that he will make them comfortable and happy if they are willing to
go, and he will take good care of them, and so on. Perhaps then an interpreter
relates to them the proposition of the agent, when perhaps 20, or 30, or 40 are
willing to go; the agent puts them aside, and the next morning he takes a bullock
or a pig and kills it for those that are willing, and those that do not consent to
go are not to have a share of the bullock or the pig. And he buys tobacco and
other things to make presents to those that are willing to go, and he says, ‘* Those
not willing to go are not entitled to a share of what the agent brings.” Some-
times the agent tries this temptation to them, that they will get more money than
they want. Then at six o’clock in the evening, the agent will go to the dock with
the contractor, and invite the people out to the vessel, and the next morning the
vessel sails. But for some time I have never seen any of those that have been in
Free Town a long time emigrate.

8213. Your general conclusion is that the Committee must not hope to succeed
in obtaining a large supply of willing emigrants from Sierra Leone to the West
Indies ?>—I candidly say that you cannot get none, except perhaps newly liberated
Africans go into the yard, and you get them; but as to getting liberated Africans

living at Free Town to emigrate, you cannot get none.
8214. (To Mr. Will.) You have heard all the evidence now given ?—Yes.
8215. Do you or do you not agree with it; and if you do not agree with it,

will you state to this Committee in what points you do not agree with it ?—As
far as I can bring to my recollection, everything is as he has stated it.

8216. You concur in the general conclusion, that the Committee must sot
expect to have any large number of willing emigrants from Sierra Leone to the
West Indies ?—I do think that you will not succeed in getting people to remove
over to the West ludies.

8217. Do you or do you not think that the state of the liberated Africans in
Sierra Leone is satisfactory to themselves and to this nation?—They are more
satisfied with that place than going to Jamaica or Trinidad, or anywhere.

8218. Are they in a state satisfactory to themselves, and which ought to be
satisfactory to the nation of England which protects them ?—Yes, I think so.

8219. Mr. Barkly.] What wages do they receive when they are employed by
merchants ?—(Mr. Pratt.) The salary of the different classes of liberated
Africans is very good if one is competent to conduct business; when I was hired
I got 362. a year, and my employer provided my victuals.

8220. Was that when you first came out of the Liberated African Yard ?—No;
when I came out of the Liberated African YardIwent to the Government School.

8221. Who supported you during that time ?—The Government provided me
with everything throughout.

8222. For the five years >—For the seven years.
8223. During that time you could not have gained your living?—I could not

have trafficked at that time; I was at the Government disposal.
8224. What wages do you pay now if you hire labourers upon the wharfs ?—

I myself pay a labourer gd.a day; the Government and the merchants, in
general, pay more when they require labourers; we used to pay 6d.a day, but
since the emigration we have paid gd. a day, because the labourers demand more.

8225. You think if they were to go away to the West Indies it would be one
objection that you would have to pay higher wages r--Now they will not work
under gd. a day.

$226. That better rate of wagesenables the labourers to live more comfortably?
~~Yes.

8227. The emigration has not done any liarm to those that have remained in
Sierra Leone ?—-No; emigration has not done any harm amongst the liberated ©
Africans in general; they are active in everything.

8228. You say that the emigration has made the labourers that have remained
ask for higher wages ; was not it the fact that there were a great many Africans
out of the yard who stayed in the colony of Sierra Leone last year r—The gover-
ment located them at the different villages, especially from Sierra Leone, to the
ilistance of 23 or 24 miles, for the safety of the people travelling through the
sight; the government located people on the two sides of the road.

8229. Huw do those people support themselves?—When they were first
located,
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located, the Government allowed them 2d. or 13d.a day for three months, and

built their houses, and gave them land, and then they provided for themselves.

8230. Do they get any wages from the coloured people >—One man takes one,

and another takes two, and another takes one till they can provide for them-

selves; if you have one to work for you, you must pay him wages, but the wages

at the beginning are very small, because they are fed, and you have to teach them

agriculture.

8231. Do you pay any sum of money when you have those apprentices inden-

tured to you ?—Yes, I pay a fee for any printed indenture.

8232. How much is that?——Twenty shillings a head.

8233. Does that go to the Governor or to the expenses of the colony >—I am

not ready to answer that question.

8234. You said that provisions. were very cheap in Free Town; do you know

what is the price of flour in Free Town?—I supplied 60 to 80 barrels to. the.

Government before I left Sierra Leone; the tender was for more than 2 Z. a barrel ;

but we have qualities of various prices ; this must be inspected by the Board of

Survey. We get flour according to the state of the market;sometimes:we may get

flour for 1.1. 58. 8d., at another time we pay sixteen dollars, when it is in great

demand. Ss -

8235. Are you not aware that those prices for flour are much the same as in

the West Indies 2—I do not like to say anything about the West Indies for I have

never been there. .

8236. As to yams, they are sold by the cwt.?—I supply the Navy cruisers

with provisions; Isell them yams for 10s, a cwt., some for 8s. a cwt., and some

for 7s. a cwt. .

8237. That is the usual price of yams ?—Yes; but for the carriage from the

villages I would almost give it them for half the price, because the carriage to Free

Town makes it much dearer.
8238. What means of carriage have they; have they carts >—No carts; some

of them take it by canoe, and some of them who live near Free Town bring it

upon their heads.
8239. Do you recollect what country you came from before you were brought

to Sierra Leone ?—Yes, 1 came from near the Bight of Benin.

8240. Do you often see your countrymen ?—Yes, I have seen them.

8241. You have no desire to leave Sierra Leone to return to your country, have

you ?—I left my friends very young; I can scarcely speak the language now.

$242. You consider Sierra Leone your home ?>—i make it my. home.

$243. Sir E. Buxton.| How old were you when you were taken ?—I was very

smail. I was scarcely able to give an account of myself.

8244. Mr. Barkly.] Do you recollect how you were taken r—I was kidnapped.

I think we took about three weeks to travel towards the sea, whenI was embarked

in one of the vessels from Brazil. I remained about three nights before the man-

of-war came alongside.
8245. Sir E. Buxton.) Was the village in which you lived attacked by a hostile

party, and the people taken and carried away 2—No, I and a friend went out to

set traps for rice birds and other birds in thefield, and then I was kidnapped.

8246. Chairman.] Do you think there is room for all the liberated Africans now

brought to Sierra Leone to be settled in that country ?—There is enough ground

for agriculture except that we have this difficulty to labour under, that the pro-

duce cannot pay the agriculture; there is no market for the produce.

$247. The produce is a kind of provisions that cannot be sent to this country

or to any other country ?—We raise more than 500 tons of ginger and other

things; ‘but after the trouble of planting the ginger, and weeding it, and every-
thing, and bringing it to market, we sell it for 1d. a pound.

8248, It does not repay you for your trouble ?—It cannot pay for the trouble.

8249. You cultivate arrow-root in Sierra Leone ?>—Yes, in any quantity that

you want.

8250. Fine white arrow-root?-—Yes ; 1 would be glad to supply as much as you

would be willing to receive for 3d. a pound at Free Town, and to ship it for you,

but the person must pay the freight. Se
8251. What is the freight per cwt. of arrow-root ?>—I cannot say.—(Mr.

Will.)—It is 4.1. 108. for light freight.
8252. (To Mr. Will.) Do you agree generally in what has been stated by

Mr, Pratt in reply to the questions which he has been recently asked >—Yes.
0.53.
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James Macqueen, Esq. called in; and Examined.

James Macqueen, 8253. Sir R. H. Inglis.] WILL you be pleased to state to the Committee
Esq. what have been your opportunities for supplying them with information res-

pecting the state of the interior of Africa, so far as it has been affected by the
slave trade ?—My acquaintance with that subject, I think, is very complete;
the geography of Africa has been my study nearly 40 years of my life; almost
every portion of it. For all that period I have made the geography of Africa
my particular study; I have followed every traveller and every person that has
written concerning it, from the days of Herodotus downward to the present
day. Ihave had very great and extensive correspondence and communica-
tion, of late years, with gentlemen who have been in Africa, and who are in
Africa, and who had been through parts which were unknown; and in the
course of communications with a gentleman at Lisbon, I have obtained docu-
ments from the Portugese offices there that had been lying hid for centuries,
giving the most minute details of the geographical features of the interior of
Southern Africa ; so that I think I can say with confidence, that I know the
interior of Africa well, and its inhabitants and their manners and customs in
every direction ; the nature of the country ; the vast capabilities of the country,
the immense rivers, and the immense chains of mountains; and, in fact, its
whole physical features, I think I may say I understand pretty well.

8254. Is it the fact that your inquiries and suggestions determined the
course of the Niger before that course was actually explored and made known
by the Landers ?—Yes; 20 years before that, in the year 1820, I laid a map
exhibiting the course of the Niger before the Government, and urged upon
them at the time, and with very considerable success, to take possession of the
island of Fernando Po, in order to avoid the unhealthy alluvial Delta of the
river, and to open up from thence a communication with the interior of Africa.

8255. Believing that the river, of which the Delta is opposite to Fernando
Po, was nothing less than the Niger ?—Yes ; and I proved it to perfect demon-
stration.

8256. Under those circumstances, do you feel yourself competent to give
information to the Committee with reference to the influence which the slave
trade may have had upon the security and the commerce of the interior of
Africa ;—Yes, J think I can.

8257. Do you believe that there existed slavery in the interior before the
introduction of European slavery on the coast ?—Slavery and the slave trade
has existed in every nation of Africa from the earliest period of time; but it has
been vastly aggravated and directed to the west coast, and also to different parts
of the east coast, by the communication with Europeans, and their adopting
that trade to people and supply with labourers the tropical possessions of
European powers in America. It has been prodigiously aggravated and in-
creased by that.

8258. If, therefore, it has been stated that “ domestic slavery in Africa has

been caused by European slavery, and that slavery did not exist among the
tribes on the west coast until they were visited by Europeans three centuries
ago,” you have reason to believe from your own researches that such statement
is not a correct exhibition of the factr—Certainly not. Both internal slavery
and the slave trade with various nations in the eastern world and the north of
Africa existed before ever the west coast of Africa was known to Europeans.

_ 8259. Have
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8259. Have you any written evidence to which you can call the attention of

the Committee as furnished by earlier travellers ; for example, by merchants who

have traded on the coast, of slavery existing anterior to the visits ofEuropeans?

_-The Greek, Roman, and Arabian histories all show it. The Arabian history

especially confirms it; the strongest proof of which is, that’ wherever the

Mahometan religion extended itself slavery and the slave trade existed ; and that

religion extended over the whole or a large portion of the eastern part of Africa,

and through nearly the whole of the northern and the western portion thereof.

8260. In point of fact, you consider it to be so established as scarcely to re-

quire proof *—J am astonished that any proof of that description should be

sought;because, just allow me to state, that wherever the Mahometan religion

has extended and prevailed, there slavery and the slave trade prevail. ‘The

Mahometan powers extended at one time their influence down to the very

mouths of the Niger, in the Bight of Benin. ‘

8961. Sir E- Buxton.] Are there many Mahometans still spread over that

part of the coast —Yes; but the Mahometan authority does not exert any

political influence beyond the Kong Mountains to the south. All Ashantee,

and that part of the country, is free from their control; but west of that you

come in contact with the Mandingoes, and there slavery and the slave trade

prevail, wherever the Mahometan religion prevails.

So62. Sir R. Inglis.] A statement has been made to this Committee in corro-

boration of an allegation that slavery and the slave trade did not exist among the

tribes on the west coast till they were visited by Europeans, namely, that there is

no word in the numerous African languages which is expressive of “slave” or

“bondsman,” the words used to signify that state of man being “ esclabo” or

“catibo,” (captive) ; does your knowledge of the African language enable you to

contradict that statement >—Yes, most decidedly; nothing surprised me more

than when I saw that statement in the evidence given before the Sugar and

Coffee Committee, and before this Committee too; and in consequence of that

L addressed a letter to yourself and another to Lord George Bentinck to express

my astonishment that any witness could give such evidence. The words he

alludes to, “ esclabo” and “catibo” are not African words; the one is Spanish

and the other Portuguese; they have nothing to do with it. In my letter to

Sir Robert Inglis, I gave alist of 12 different languages spoken throughout

a large portion of the interior of Africa, with the exact African words in each

for “slave,” both male and female. There are many others in the vocabularies,

if I could get time to search them out.

3263. Would you have any objection to my laying on the table of this Com-

mittee, with the permission of the Chairman, the letter which you addressed. to

me containing the information now in question ‘—None whatever ; T can state

further that through the whole interior of Southern Africa from latitude 5°

‘north, through the whole of the Galla nations, through the whole of the Bunda

or Congo and Angola nations, there slavery and the slave trade exist, and they

have words for slaves in all of thelanguages, and down to the Zoolu coast; and

it is now found out, and I have learned with great satisfaction within these

very few days, that the language originally spoken by the Egyptians, the Coptic

language, is in fact the language spoken throughout nearly the whole interior

of Africa down to the Cape of Good Hope. <A very remarkable thing has come

to my knowledge within these ten days, that by the Sowehili slaves on the

West Coast between the Gaboon and Cameroon Mountains, that language is

perfectly understood, and that the slaves brought from the very heart of Africa,

700 miles in the interior, also understand it (the Sowehili) quite well.

8264. Chairman.| Have you that information on undoubted authority '—

L had that information from the most correct source: One source from which

I had it is an American missionary of the name of Wilson, who was stationed on

the Gaboon River. A very interesting account came into my hands from the

United States, written by a man I know very well; and I had information also

from Mr. Krapf, a Missionary ofthe Church Missionary Society, a man intimately

acquainted with all those languages, or most of them, on the East Coast, and

from whom 1 had a letter about three weeks ago, giving me an important

account of that country and of those languages; and he confirms this in a

most extraordinary manner by saying that upon analyzing all those languages

he finds that the root of the whole is the Amharic and the old Coptic.

8265. Are you acquainted with the nations that dwell in those parts of

0.53. Africa 7—
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Africa ?—From the attention I have paid to this subject, I think I know them
generally very well; their institutions, their manners, their customs, their habits,
and their pursuits. But to go into them very particularly, I would require to
refresh my memory in a great number of particulars, not being prepared to
appear before the Committee to-day. an

8266. But from your knowledge of the coast of Africa, is it your opinion
that we could obtain a large quantity of free labourers to go to the West
Indies ?—It is quite impossible, unless you buy them. Iwill mention just a
fact that I learned only yesterday; 1 read it in the Trinidad papers. A ship
called the “ Bangalore” was chartered by the Government to go to the Kroo
Coast for labourers, and she arrived in Trinidad with only one boy of 13 years
of age. They could get none at Sierra Leone. They went on to the Kroo
Coast with the agent, Mr. Hamilton, who had been there before, a very intel-
ligent and respectable man. He landed on every part of the Kroo Coast, and
went even into the districts adjoining, and he could not get a single one to go
with him. There is another thing to be observed, and that is, that the places
where they could be got even by purchase are every day narrowing. The
Portuguese government will not allow a single one to be taken from the whole
of their extensive territories in Africa. They have given the- most specific
directions to keep the people at home, not merely to abate the evil of the slave
trade, but to abolish slavery itself in the whole of their African possessions,
which extend in the west coast from near the mouth of the River Congo to
the confines of our territories at the Cape of Good Hope, at least to 18° or 19°
south latitude, and on the east from Delagoa Bay in 26° south to Cape Delgado
in 9° south. Through the whole of this vast extent of territory they will not
allow one to go. Then the Imaum of Muscat, whose territory extends from
Cape Delgado nominally up to Cape Gardafui, but certainly up to the mouth
of the River Juba, near the Equator, has determined to put an end to the
export of slaves or of people from Africa to any part of the eastern world.
A letter from Mr. Krapf the other day gives me a very interesting account of
the effort which that chief is making to suppress the trade, and the consequences
of it. Therefore, there is in reality no place that I know on the southern coasts
of Africa where they could even be got by purchase, except from Cape Lopez to
the mouth ofthe Congo. The French possession in the Gaboon commands that
river completely, and they will not allow any to be taken from it. One great
slaving station, the Gallinas, is now about being purchased by the American —
Republic of Liberia, which has put an end to the slave trade upon the whole
west coast of Africa, along the whole of Liberia, embracing the country from
a little to the east of Cape Palmas to Half Cape Mount River, about half way
between Cape St. Paul’s River and the Gallinas. That is all purchased up by
the Republic of Liberia, which recently has declared its independence, and is
now an independent country. The last remaining stronghold of slavery near—
the Rio Cestos on that part of the coast has been purchased by them, including
the whole of the Kroo Coast..

8267. Mr. Gladstone.| How. much coast will the Republic of Liberia possess:
—About 320 geographical miles. The whole of the documents connected with
that subject have been lately in my possession, and are exceedingly interesting,
giving an account of the whole population on the coast, which has been sadly
misrepresented. I have seen a report in which the population of Kroomen
nas been estimated at 300,000; the whole, men, women and children, do not
exceed 30,000, if so many. The whole population of that coast is about
150,000. -

$268. What is the population of Liberia?—The population of the Republic
of Liberia, President Roberts now estimates at 150,000, but the Kroomen, he
states explicitly, do not exceed from 30,000 to 33,000. I have conversed with
gentlemen who have been upon the coast, who do not estimate them at above ©
10,000.

$269. Sir L. Buxton.] There-is an American mission established at Cape
Palmas ?—There is.

8270. Have you seen the documents which they have sent | ..: ?--I have
seen a great many of their documents, but not any that go into the extent of
the population; but Governcr Roberts has stated it to be the numbers I have
mentioned. o

8271. It has been stated that in other parts of the coast, lower down the
coast. .
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coast, large numbers of emigrants might be obtained and carried to the West

Indies >—I think that is stated very wrongly, and without any foundation; I

am quite sure it would prove a complete failure. It has been stated that

Ambriz isa point at which immigrants might be obtained. That place is close

adjoining the northern frontier of the Portuguese dominions, who are claiming,

as ] see from the papers which I got from Lisbon the other day, that their

territory actually extends to the mouth of the Congo, and that of course

embraces Ambriz; but the measure which Portugal is taking to put an end,

not only to the slave trade, but to slavery in her African possessions, will

completely shut up Ambriz, because most of the slaves that come to Ambriz

come from the country far in the interior behind Ambriz. Then with regard

to the countries near the mouths of the Niger, I apprehend none whatever

could be got there, except you purchase them. It is not at all likely that the

eople who bring them down from the interior, if they can sell them to the

slave traders, will give them to the West Indian emigration agents for nothing.

I may mention to the Committee a very important fact; I think it is right that

they should know that which I learned from positive authority, that one great

cause of the increase of the slave trade, especially on the east coast, was the

attempt made by the French government at Bourbon to go to Zanzibar and

buy people. The French government disowned the transaction, and it was put

an end to; also the attempts from the Mauritius and other parts to get negroes

from thence, made the Arabs believe that all European nations, but especially

France and England, intended to renew the slave trade again after having

renounced it, and they began it afresh with greater vigour than ever; that is

four years ago since | had that information.

8279, It was stated by Captain Matson, that the slaves for the slave trade

were not obtained by war, but were sold in consequence of crimes or debts;

chiefly debts; is it your opinion that that is generally true ?—I was certainly

surprised to see such evidence as that given, especially as relates to Southern

Africa, where nearly the whole of the slaves that are obtained, are obtained

from the very interior of Africa, from'some of the most powerful and warlike

nations, in their wars. Undoubtedly slaves are sold for crimes in every part

of Africa; but the greater proportion of them in the northern portion of

Africa, connected with the Mahommedan population, are captured by what

they call the “razia” system, that is, inroads for the purpose of catching

people; but in Southern Africa, almost the whole, I may say, of the slaves

carried to the East Coast, and to the West Coast, are entirely the produce of wars

by the powerful nations in the interior, in which quarter there are some of the

most powerful nations of Africa, both north and south of the Line. They are

comparatively civilized people, and they have immense wars among themselves;

and in those wars they make the slaves they sell to go to the different coasts,

according as they find a market for them. Moreover the population of those

countries in the interior are not all blacks ; they are nearly all copper coloured;

and many of them approaching very nearly to white.

8273. Captain Matson says, “I should say that a quarter of the slaves that

are exported from Africa are debtors who have sold themselves, or have been-

sold by their creditors; another quarter, or nearly so, who have been

criminals; others, to a trifling extent, are kidnapped; but war on a large scale

very seldom takes place. for the purpose of capturing slaves;” is it your

opinion that that statement is incorrect ?—Very incorrect; all accounts of. the

interior of Africa, of the manners and customs of those people, and their pur-

suits and engagements contradict that in the most complete manner. There

are criminals sold; there are people kidnapped ; but the greater portion of the

slaves, especially in Southern Africa, arise from extensive wars. In Northern

Africa, also, they are obtained in the same way. Very great contests take place

betweendifferent sovereigus there without the slightest reference to slavery or

the slave trade; and I remember that the King of Ashantee scouted with

indignation the statement that was made to him by Mr. Dupuis, and Mr. Bow-

ditch when they were there, that Europeans considered that he made war for

the purpose of procuring slaves. .
8274. Then you think that they are not incited to make war in consequence

of the slave trade ?—Not so much as is generally believed; there are some

petty sovereigns in all cases who have made war for the purpose of procuring

slaves, and that alone; but they have causes of quarrel upon other subjects.
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which afford them a fair excuse for war. Sometimes, in my opinion, their
excuses for it are not at all unreasonable. I have examined particularly their
reasons and their declarations against one another, and they seemed sometimes
to me to be just as substantial as the reasons for which European nations go
to war with one another.

8275. Sir R. H. Inglis.] You mean that the ordinary causes of war, arising
from the bad passions of men, or a misunderstanding of their common intentions,
may produce in Africa as in Europe, wars; and that in addition to such
causes, there is among “ the petty sovereigns,” at all events, a superadded
motive for war, namely, a desire of obtaining slaves who may be sold ?—Pre-
cisely so. .

$276. But whatever may be the cause of the war among the greater states
in the interior, do you or do you not wish the Committee to understand that
the prisoners taken in such wars, are for the most part sold into slavery ?—
Yes, generally; I may say I believe almost universally. They are sometimes
retained for domestic slaves, but those slaves so captured in that manner, and
retained for a while as domestic slaves, may afterwards be sold. There. is
a distinction in Africa with reference to slaves. What they call domestic
slaves or grumettas, never can be sold but for crimes; the master, however,
being always the judge of the crime; but still it is the custom of the country,
that what they call a grumetta or domestic slave, is not sold. On the other
hand, a slave taken in war, may be retained for some time as a domestic slave,
and be sold afterwards ; but in general they are all sold as slaves to the highest
bidder, and sold very cheap. In one letter that I had from Mr. Krapf, he
gives an account of an old Galla woman that was bought for an old button, in
the interior.

8277. The price of the slave would probably vary according to the prospect
which there was of disposing of such slave to some European, if intended for
export, or to some native who might require such slave for domestic purposes, in
the interior >—Exactly so; the price is to a great extent regulated by the dis-
tance they have to travel, and the difficulties they may have to encounter upon
the journey. The further a slave goes from his native country, his value
increases more and more, till that which is probably at the beginning not worth
a dollar, may be sold at 20 dollars, or 25 or 30 dollars, according to the distance
he has come from his native country, or the impossibility of his returning. He
is considered to be more valuable, as it would be impossible for him to make —
his escape, and return to his native country.

8278. Mr.Barkly.] You have adduced the instance of the “Bangalore” having
left the Kroo Coast for Trinidad, with only one emigrant, as a ground for your
belief that it would be impossible to obtain emigration from the Kroo Coast to
the West Indies ?—Not as a ground of my belief, but I gave that as an in-
stance of the thing having been tried, and having completely failed. .

8279. Are you aware of the circumstances connected with the attempt made
by the “Bangalore” to obtain emigrants ?>—I am; through the medium of the
Trinidad papers, which seemed to give avery correct account of it. They
stated that the agent, Mr. Hamilton, a very intelligent and respectable man,
finding that he could get no negroes from Sierra Leone, went and called at
every village upon the coast, and especialy the Kroo Coast, and landed upon

various districts, and could not get one. ,
8280. Are you aware of the circumstance that the “ Bangalore ” was limited

by her charter-party to 18 days upon the coast of Africa ?—I am aware that
the charters of all vessels are limited to 21 days; but the account that the
captain and the agent of the “Bangalore” give, does not say anything about

 

 

that being the cause of their not getting people, but that in fact they could not
get them at all, none would go; on that point of their being limited by the
charter-party, I cannot eonceive that anything could be done that would
be so exceedingly absurd as to make such a contract as that, because if it is
impossible to get the people within 21 days, the man who is guaranted his price
whether he gets them or not, would certainly not trouble his head to remain
beyond 21 days.

$281. Are you aware that that is one of the regulations imposed by Govern-
ment with respect to emigration, with which the West Indians had nothing to
do ?—-Who proposed the regulation I do not know; I only speak of the fact,
and it appears to me very absurd, butI do not state the case of the ics

. _ galore
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galore” as my reason for the impossibility of getting people from the Kroo

Coast, I merely mentioned that fact as a proof of the correctness of the opinion

which I have long formed, and formed upon very different authority and

evidence from anything connected with the “ Bangalore,” that it is impossible to

get negroes; because the fact is this, that the whole of that coast now belongs

to the Republic of Liberia, and they will not allow you to take them; in the

next place the Kroo people themselves are so few, that if it was possible to

get them all (which, however, would be quite impossible) it would be but asa

drop in the bucket. There are not above 30,000 altogether, and the whole

population of that coast extending over 320 geographical miles does not

exceed 150,000.
8282. Upon what data do you form those conclusions }—~Upon the data of

President Roberts, who is the head of the Republic now, and who, in a docu-

ment lately transmitted to the United States, gives that as the population under

his sway.
8283. Are you aware whether any preparations had been made by the

Government, or by the authorities at Sierra. Leone, upon the Kroo Coast for
collecting immigrants, so as to suit the time of the ship’s arrival ?—I am not
aware whether any preparations had been made or not; but I should conceive

that either the West Indians, or the government who expected immigration,
would have taken care to make preparations before the ship went, and not have
left it to doubt or uncertainty. I do not see that that had anything to do with
the failure of the “ Bangalore,” or the other vessels. It is stated, decidedly, that
you cannot get people at Sierra Leone, because the wages have risen from 4 d.
a day to 8d., and from 6d. to 1 s., and therefore it is not likely that you will
get emigrants there. BO

8284. Supposing it to be the fact that no preparation whatever for collecting
emigrants had been made upon the Kroo Coast, and that the vessel was limited

to remaining 18 days upon the coast of Africa, would you draw any inference,
either one way or the other, from the failure of that vessel :—-I would not say
that I would draw any inference from the failure in the event of there having
been no preparation to obtain them, but the account gives no such reason as
that, it simply states that they could get none. | .

8285. Have you seen a letter from the captain of the “Bangalore” to the
agent in this country 7—I have not; I have only seen the agent’s account as
stated in the Trinidad papers. I heard from good authority that the report of
the captain of the “Bangalore” was to the effect that they could get none. I
was told that by a gentleman in the city, a West Indian of great eminence.

8286. Are you not aware that he stated that his time was up, and that he
was obliged to leave without making any further attempt ?—I am aware of
‘that, but he could get none during the time he was there.

8287. Are you aware that the “Prince Regent,” during the last year, did
obtain emigrants upon the Kroo Coast, and did convey them to the West
Indies 7—I read such things in the papers; but I always account those things
as a delusion, and if the West Indians choose to rely upon them to relieve
them from their distress, I um sure they will find it a complete delusion. I have
studied Africa thoroughly, and I am sure that a greater delusion was never
practised upon the public, nor upon the colonies, than. depending in any degree
upon free emigration from the coast of Africa.

8288. You have never set foot upon that part of the coast of Africa ?—I have
never set foot upon that part of the coast of Africa, but in mind, with fingers,
and in labours, I have traversed more of Africa than any European has ever
done. There is not a man that has travelled in Africa of late years, or has
been connected with it, that I have not correspondence with at this moment;
and therefore I think I know something of Africa, of every part of it, including
all its interior parts; and the Committee will pardon me when I say more
especially, that I also do know something of the West Indian colonies as con-
nected with that subject. oS

8289. Supposing the idea of getting any assistance for the West Indies from
African emigration to be a delusion, is it not your opinion that the best way is
to give the West Indies every facility to ascertain that fact themselves, and
not to throw obstacles as has hitherto been done in the wayof their makingany
attempt to get emigration ?—What obstacles the Government may throw in the

- Way of the West Indians I am not prepared to say, because not being aware
0.53. oe that
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that I was to be examined before this Committee to-day, 1 have come here
without a vast number of memoranda that might have been of great use to me,

That is a question as between the West Indians and the Government; they ma:

settle that matter as they please ; but on the question of the practicability of their
obtaining emigration from Africa, I think I do not require to go either to the

Government or to the West Indians for information on that subject.

8290. Sir E. Buaxton.] When you speak of emigration, you mean free emi-
gration ?—Iree emigration, of course. It is my opinion decidedly, and I have
stated so for years, that I believe it to bea delusion, and that the West Indians

were losing the substance in following after the shadow. oO

8291. Mr. Barkly.] What do you conceive to be the “substance” which
the West Indians might be considered to have in view ?—I consider the sub-
stance which they should have in view to be protection against the foreign
slave traders and slave produce.

8292. Do not you conceive that that might be termed the shadow and emi-
gration the substance?—Certainly not; because, if so, why are they now

running after it so eagerly? The emigration from Africa is a shadow; you
will not be permitted to realize it; people will not allow it. Some of the
evidence before this Committee says that you will get a great number from
Ambriz, for example. I say that is impossible, because the slaves from the
interior have to cross the Portuguese territory, and they will not allow it.

8293. Sir E. Buaton.| Do you imagine that if the planters in the West
India colonies were permitted to go without any restraint to the coast of
Africa, there is any danger that they might obtain emigrants by purchase ?—
They will get plenty by purchase. All they will get will be by purchase. There
are various ways in which you may effect it without actual purchase; but still
it is purchase, in fact; you must pay for them. I must decidedly state that
I have examined these subjects with great care; I have studied all the Acts of
Parliament with reference to our connexion with the coast of Africa, and I
venture to say that, under those Acts of Parliament, no British subject can

procure negroes on the coast of Africa, even if he does not purchase them di-
rectly, without violating existing laws. All those laws must be repealed before
he can have liberty to do anything of the kind.

8294. Do you suppose that if the West Indians were allowed to go freely to

any part of the coast of Africa, in spite of those Acts of Parliament, they would.

be inclined directly or indirectly to purchase slaves ?—-I think it is very likely
that the men they would send would indirectly do so.

8295. Mr. Barkly.] Is it your opinion, from the acquaintance you have with
your West Indian fellow subjects, that they would be inclined, under any pos-
sible cireamstances that might exist with reference to African emigration, to
embark in anything resembling the slave trade ?—Yes, I have no hesitation in
saying that some of them have said so. I appeal to a memorial from the

Chamber of Commerce in Jamaica, in which they avow that object, and call
upon the Government to allow them to go to the coast of Africa, and ransom
the prisoners of war brought to the coast. When I see one class of people
doing that, I should be-very apprehensive that others might follow their
example. ,

8296. Do you think that when the Chamber of Commerce ofJamaica adopted
a proposal which had been already made by a Member of the House of Com-
mons in his place in Parliament, it was their wish in taking up his plan to
encourage the re-establishment of the slave trade ?>—They state so, decidedly.

8297. They stated that theywished to be allowed to adopt a plan which had

been proposed by Mr. Hume for ransoming prisoners of war?—It is not Mr.
Hume's plan. They specifically stated in the memorial to Lord Grey that they
desired to be allowed to go to the coast of Africa to ransom the slaves brought
from the interior. There was not a word about Mr. Hume’s plan. |

8298. Do you consider that to be tantamount to asking leave to re-establish

the slave trade ?—I consider that it is nearly the same thing. My firm convic-
tion is, and so I have told every West Indian with whom I am acquainted for
years, at home and abroad, that it is impossible they can get emigrants from
the coast of Africa as freemen. If England had established extensive colonies
in Africa 30 or 40 years ago, and if those colonies had increased in population,
and had become powerful states, inhabited by hundreds of thousands or millions

0.
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of people, instead of being inhabited by only a few people, and our authority

not extending beyond the reach of the guns of our fortifications, you might

then have got free people. And that was a thing that I myself had in view

for the Government in the year 1820, when I laid a plan before them for

taking possession of the island of Fernando Po, and extending our dominions

and authority in an extensive way over Africa ; but as at present situated I hold

it to be quite impossible; and I never conversed with a man who had been in

Africa who did not decidedly state that it was so.

82g9. Sir E. Busxton.] Is it your opinion that if, as the Chamber of Com-

merce of Jamaica proposes, they were to ransom the prisoners on the coastof

Africa, such a scheme as that would be liable to the objection of increasing the

internal slave trade ?—Most unquestionably; you can only procure them by

an extension of internal slavery.
$300. Colonel Thompson.] Can you state any difference that has occurred

to your mind between the new plan and what might have been carried on be-

fore the slave trade was abolished ?—Admitting that they can be got on the

coast in that way, they must be brought from the interior, and they can only

be brought in the same way that slaves have always been brought, to be sold to

foreigners. I have heard of such dreams entered into of people going into the

interior and watching the armies of the Felatahs attacking a town and seizing the

people, and when they are running away to persuade the runaways to accompany

them to the West Indies. But of all wild schemes I conceive that this is the .

wildest.
$301. That is no new proposition, it is an old thing revived ?—It is an old

thing as regards the interior of Africa. To obtain them from the coast of

Africa as freemen, I contend to be impossible. To the coast they must come

as slaves caught or sold, in whatever way you like to designate it; the greater

the demand the more extensive will be the supply.
8302. Mr. Barkly.] That is your opinion without having yourself seen those

countries ?—I think it must be the opinion of every person who has ever

studied Africa, its population and its position. —

8303. Do you think that we possess any very minute information upon the

subject of the habits and feelings of the people of Africa?—A good many people

do possess some information, but very imperfect; they only considered the

subject without any correct map ; some persons have traversed provinceswithout

scarcely knowing where they were.. Those who only visit the coast of Africa are

quite incapable of forming an opinion or judgment upon what is going on

in the interior. Those who have been visiting, either in merchant ships

or Government ships, the coast of Africa, have not the slightest conception

of the state of things in the interior, where the great slave marts are from

which the slaves are supplied. For example, the cruiser watches closely the

mouths of the Niger; that renders the trade almost unprofitable and exceed-.

ingly dangerous. Then what is theconsequence? From the great.slave marts

in the interior, it is just as easy to send them down to the mouths of the

Congo, and they do so; and so they change; you ferret them out in one place

and they go to another. Unless you are acquainted with the great slave marts

in the interior, and can reach them with influence, you cannot check the slave

trade.
8304. Colonel Zhompson.| Is. notthat “ferreting” of. which you - speak

always prejudicial to the slave trade?—No doubt about it; anything that
tends to check the impulse that carries it on in the interiorwill always tend to
check the slave trade. - cs Oe

8305. Do you think that driving the slave trade from the place that it would
choose to a place that it would not choose is a detriment to the slave trade ?—
It renders the expense a little higher; but they carry their slaves at such
little expense that'they care very little for ‘that, provided they can ultimately
dispose of them. I can give the Committee a striking instance of the effect of
the recent slave treaties framed by Lord Palmerston in 1839 or 1840; they
were so very strict that for a time they nearly annihilated the slave trade, till
they found the means of evading them, which it might easily be seen they
would do; but the difficulties thrown in the way of the slave tradé were so
great fron the capture of vessels, both with slaves on board, and before they
had any on board, that they had to make up for the loss in this way: pre-
viously, they gave a hogshead of tobacco for four slaves; but the slave trader
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said, “ Such are the difficulties and dangers we have to encounter in this way

that we can only give one hogshead of tobacco for 11 slaves.”

8306. Mr. Barkly.] Would it not be a natural inference, from a remark that

you made a short time back, that the best way of obtaining a knowledge of the

internal condition of a country is by abstaining altogether from visiting the

country ?—Certainly not; I should never suppose anything of the kind; if

you want to get acquainted with the interior of a country you must go into

the interior; but some of the gentlemen who have given evidence hefore Com-

mittees upon this subject, have never been into the interior, and know nothing

about it. ; :

8307. Sir E. Buxton.] Has not the fact come to your knowledge, from your

studies respecting Africa, that many people go down the coast in vessels and

then attempt to give an account of what is going on further up the country ?—

Yes, and they know nothing about it; and there are people that go into the

interior of Africa who scarcely know where they go; for I have had occasion

to go over so many of those documents, and I have come in contact with so

many of those people, that it has come to my knowledge that many of those

who go into the interior of Africa scarcely know where they are going. Not

ten days ago I had a visit from two gentlemen who had been into the interior

of Africa, beyond the tropic of Capricorn, and they did not correctly know

where they had reached till.I brought a map and showed it before them.

8308. Mr. Barkly.] Is it your opinion that in the West Indies more labour

is required ?—That is a very wide and a very important question. If the

question is with reference to the want of labour, there may be some colonies

where thatlabour is wanted, to an extent, to make up the former cultivation

of the colonies. If the question is whether there is a want of labour to extend

the cultivation of the colonies, that is a totally different thing. In Jamaica

there is no doubt a very considerable want of labour; but I think that arises,

in a great measure, from the want of proper regulations in keeping those

people at work, and allowing them to come and settle, as was done after eman-

cipation, in a very rash and heedless manner, wherever they chose, as their

own masters; and in Demerara and in Trinidad it has been the same to some

extent. But if proper laws and regulations were established, even yet, in those

colonies, I feel assured they have acquired an additional population fully

sufficient to keep up their previous crops. For example, the whole number

of slaves in Trinidad previously to emancipation was 22,000; about 8,000 of

those were employed as labourers upon the sugar estates; Trinidad. has

obtained foreign effective labourers to the extent of 22,000, or nearly 23,000,

independently of a considerable number that went from other colonies that the

colony did not pay for, but who paid their own expenses, and which are not

taken into account in the returns of labourers which have been given, Then

in Demerara they have got nearly 42,000. That number, I have no hesitation

in saying, under proper regulations, was fully adequate to keep up their pre-

vious crops, and their previous cultivation. If, on the other hand, they want

new labourers to open new lands, that is a different thing.

8309. You are aware that with regard to the emigrants introduced both

into Trinidad and into British Guiana, a large number of them cannot be

looked upon in the light of a permanent addition to the labouring population ;

many of them having come from neighbouring islands, and having returned

already 7—There are some that the island did not pay a bounty to get; for

others it paid all the expense. ©
_ $310. Mr. Gladstone.| Does not the number of 22,000 emigrants into

Trinidad, include the inter-colonial ‘immigration ?—It includes the inter-

colonial immigration, which has been paid for by the colony; but that does not

include all the number of people that went from the different colonies at their

own expense, and that are not included in the returns furnished to the Govern-

ment here. .

8311. Mr. Barkly.] Have not you seen returns, with reference to the colony

of Demerara, commencing with a statement of this kind: “ Number of emigrants

introduced by private enterprise, previously to the establishment of any bounty

for imu igration” ?—But a great number of those are not included in the

number that the colonies have paid for. When I was in the West Indies in

1841, one great object in establishing West India mail communication, was to

afford communication for people going from one colony to another. I had
vccasion



SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 195

occasion to get accurate returns of the number of emigrants that had gone.

In Demerara and Trinidad, I got returns, I believe, of 3,000 or 4,000 for one

year ; whereas in the Government returns, there were about 1,000 or 1,500;

put I accounted for that in this-way, that they gave the returns of those who

were paid for, but not those that came of their own accord.

8312. But there has in fact been a considerable circulation of labour back-

wards and forwards between those colonies and the more fully peopled colonies ?

—It was very considerable, there is not so much now. The island of Grenada

was nearly ruined by it.
8313. But your opinion is, that emigration would not be essential to the

interestsof the West Indian colonies provided proper labour laws existed in the

colonies ?—Decidedly not. What the colonies now want principally is proper

laws and regulations to keep those people at work. Those I think might--be

framed in a very efficient manner without trenching upon the principle of

freedom. ao

8314. Sir E. Bucton.] What law would you make :—It would take me some

time to explain that, not having expected. to be examined to-day. ;

8315. Is it not the case that a large number of those people are freeholders?

—A great number of them; that has been one great misfortune, both to the

colonies andto themselves. 8 8- .

8316. As they are freeholders, can you pass anylaw to force them to go to

work ?—Certainly not ; it must be done by persuasion.
8317. Not by law ?—Not by coercion.
8318. Mr. Barkly.] Might it not be possible to pass a law by which the

system of labourers establishing themselves upon a certain piece of land, not

working at the cultivation of exportable produce, might be checked by means

of a tax upon the possession of land ?—I think so, checked. to the advantage of

the labourers themselves, because I conceive that while that system is going on

it will bepregnant with the most serious results ultimately to the people them

selves, because I do not know anything that they can raise that they can have

a profitable market for, I mean any exportable produce; it will be better for

them to be working for wages than to be working in that way for themselves.

8319. Colonel Thompson.] Can you make anything like a general statement

of the wages of a good labourer in the West Indies ?-—If I had been aware that

Iwas to be examined before this Committee to-day, I could have furnished

you with a most complete statement through every colony of the West Indies.

Pott previously to emancipation, and subsequently to it, of the actual wages

pala.
8320, Can you state what is about the average amount ?—It varies so much

in one colony from another, that it is almost impossible to do so from memory.

-$32t. Take a large colony; take Jamaica, for instance ?—To form an

average of the wages in Jamaica, you must take the young and old. That is

the difficulty with people who are not acquainted with the nature of the negro

population in defining what the exact amount of the wages is; for example,

you may pay 1s. 6d. a day to an efficientfield labourer, but to a young person

you may not pay above 6d. or 8d.
8322. Agood average labourer?—I have gone over the whole inatter, and

made out a scale of the different districts, and 1 think the money wages in

Jamaica average about 1s. a day.
8323. Canyou state for how much you could keep a man in a state of work-

ing order in Jamaica; if I sent you aman, and told you to keep him, for how

much a day could you keep him in working order?—I could not tell you just

now from memory. .
$324. Would it cost more or less than 1s. to keep him in comfort -—Much

less than 1 s. a day to feed him and clothe him as well as he was clothed during

slavery, even better. I should say about 5d. to 6d.; but when I state the

wages at 1s. a day I do not include the houses and grounds in that. —

8325. Mr. Gladstone.] Would you say that he was very well clothed during
slavery >—As far as 1 know, I managed ‘an estate in Grenada belonging to the
late Sir William Pulteney for many years, which produced 500 hogsheads of

sugar every year, on which there were 440 negroes; they were both well

clothed and well fed.
_ $326. Was not the clothing very different. during slavery from what it now

is?’—No; the negroes wore nearly the same things.
W533. 327, DoO
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8327. Do not they wear more clothing, and of better materials now >—[
believe they do in some instances, but not much to their profit or advantage.
They generally wore common Osnaburgs, which is the best dress they can

possibly have; it is so light and cool.
8328. Do they wear the same quantity?—I do not think they wear much

more; they were very well supplied with clothing. There were many estates
that did not supply them so well as others; but, taking them generally, they
were very well supplied. But on these subjects | very much regret that |
have not been previously aware of these questions, because there is not, one
single point on which I could not have gone into a perfectly accurate calcula-
tion that I have made with respect to every colony in the West Indies, not
only as it at present stands, but as it stood during slavery. There are very
grievous errors promulgated as to the cost of the negro during slavery, [
think that, including the interest upon the capital expended in purchasing the
slave, it was fully equal for an efficient labourer to nearly 9 d. a day.

8329. You made it just now about 6d. for food and clothing at present ?—~
Their food and clothing may cost that now.

8330. Then how do you raise it to 9d. during slavery ?—If I had been aware
of it IF could have brought every item. The food and clothing of a slave pre-
viously to emancipation, I know from my own practical knowledge, was, includ-
inga small expense for their houses and grounds, about 61. 4s. per annum,
exclusive of the interest upon the capital in the purchase of the slave; then
that was for every one, young and old, men and women; and if you take into
account the number that actually worked, and the number that did not work,
that were exempt, the aged and the children, you will find that it raised the
value of the effective working labourers to 9d. or 94d.a day, and that that
was the actual equivalent for wages during slavery. °

8331. Sir R. Inglis.] With reference to certain expressions on your part
with respect to the amount of your information at the moment producible, is
it or is it not the fact, that you came here to-day as a stranger to listen to the
examination of other witnesses, and not to tender any evidence on your own
part ?2—Certainly not; I had not the slightest idea of being called as a witness
to-day.
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The following LETTERS were communicated by the Earl of Auckland, c.c.B.

Royal Naval College, Portsmouth,

My Lord, 12 July 1848.

I neGRET much not having been able to appear before the Select Committee

at the House of Commons, but as your Lordship desires to know my opinions on

various points connected with the slave trade, I will endeavour to give them as

concisely as possible.

Iam most fully of opinion that the system which we are now pursuing on the

coast of Africa, without in the least diminishing the traffic in ‘slaves, adds very

considerably to its horrors.

i do not think that any blockade, however strict, even if carried on with double

the number of vessels composing the present squadron, could, under the existing

system, stop the traffic. Possibly, were we able to make it felony universally, and

to imprison or transport the persons found on board slave vessels, we might

succeed to a preat extent; though even thenI doubt if we should stop it entirely.

With regard to withdrawing the squadron if the tradewere legalized, I do not

think we could do so altogether, for we should then have to take care that slaves

were not taken by force from those parts of the coast where they were not willing

to trade in them; and we should also have to protect those powers who had

friendly relations with ourselves. Moreover, we should have to take care that

British merchants -and capital were not openly engaged in the slave trade, which.

otherwise, I believe, would soon be the case, os

I think if the trade were thrown open, that for the first year the whole of our
present force would he required to prevent all kinds of excesses, but that after
this time a much smaller force would be sufficient, which might be gradually more

and more reducedin proportion as the new system appeared. to work well, and as

the necessity for retaining them appeared to cease. ,

I believe that one result of no longer probibiting the slave trade would be, that
less slaves would leave the coast of Africa than at present, as of the great numbers

who are now yearly shipped on board slavers a vast number die, and many are

captured by our cruisers. .

The demand for slaves would not, I imagine, increase, but simply become con~
stant, and thus a regular tradebe established.

The profits would then be so very small on the slaves that it would become

necessary to treat them with the greatest care to prevent deaths on the passage, as

otherwise the speculation would become a losing one. As a set-off to this, how-

ever, it mightbe urged that the slaves being so much less valuable than formerly,

less care would be taken of them in the Brazils, and they would be worse treated

by their owners, from the fact that their places could be so much more cheaply

supplied; which is a point, on the score of humanity, worthy of consideration.

. I have not thought it necessary to trouble yourLordship by entering very fully

into details, but should your Lordship desire me towrite on any points that IT have

omitted, I shall be most happy todoso, =

I have, &c.

a (signed) Henry Chads.
The Rt. Hon. the Earl of Auckland, c. c. 8. . _ ,

&e. &c. &e. a
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My Lord, 44, Upper Brook-street, London, 22 July 1848.

In compliance with your desire to know my opinions on the subject of the
“ African Slave Trade,” I have the honour to submit the following to your Lord-

ship :—
During the time I have been on the west coast of Africa I was principally on

the southern part of the station, and in the Bight of Benin, the trade was actively
carried on to the southward, from the River Nazarette to windward of Cape
Lopez, as far down as the Portuguese settlement of St. Paul de Loando, a dis-_
tance of upwards of 500 miles; very large barracoons have within the last two or
three years been erected between Cape Lopez and Mayuinba Bay, at Funan Vas,
and the River Cammee, and intermediate smaller places; and from all I have
seen and heard, the trade has increased greatly.

I feel convinced that-the measures now in force on the coast of Africa add con-
siderablyto the misery endured by the slaves in their transit to the Brazils, from
the generally wretched as well as crowded state of the vessels.

Two instances have especially come under my notice, in vessels captured by
me in Her Majesty’s ship “ Kingfisher” :—-One a schooner of 50 tons, carrying
306 slaves, principally boys and girls ; the other, a cutter-rigged vessel, measuring
only 38 tons, with 214 slaves, likewise chiefly boys and girls. ‘There was no
slave déck laid, mats over the casks, with firewood between, scarcely 16 inches in
height, where it was utterly impossible for them to move without being lifted.
This vessel was built in a small river near Ambrizette, and merely fastened
together with wood anda little old iron, drawing little more than three feet
water, and perfectly flat bottomed. She had 58 days’ water on board, although
the average passage is only 25 days. She was immediately destroyed, and the
slaves removed into the “ Kingfisher.” I have little hesitation in saying she could.
hardly have reached her destination. .

I have also to observe that the profits are so enormous that one vessel out of
six will probably puy all expenses.

I consider that in the Bight of Benin, from the trade being carried on by a
regular company (with the exception of Lagos), that it is much better organized
than on the southern part of the coast. In many instances their instructions are
in cypher, and as they frequently make the land to windward of Cape St. Paul’s,
information can be sent of the exact time they will be off their post of destina-
tion ;. several vessels, to my knowledge, bave got off clear without remaining more
than two or three hours, and it. has occurred without anchoring even. [ have
little doubt of the slaves being marched to any given point for embarkation.
‘Having: frequently conversed with the masters of slavers, 1 have invariably

found them of opinion, “ That the withdrawal of the English squadron would
injure the traffic more than any other measure, although for a time (possibly for
three or four years) it might be materially increased; but the danger of capture
being removed, a better class of vessel would be employed, and the deaths on the
passage would be very much diminished; at the expiration of that period there
would be so many slaves carried over that the demand would not be so great, and
consequently the profits very much reduced, and materially decrease the great
numbers now embarked. -

It might be urged that legalizing the traffic would induce the Brazilians to
overwork their slaves, from a certain knowledge of being able to replace them at
a given price; but of that view I do not teel myself competent to give any
opinion. |

In the Bight of Benin, the principal trade connected with the slave trade is car-
ried on under the Sardinian flag ; vessels regularly going to and fro from Bahia and
other ports; their papers (some of them) bear date of seven or eigbt years, vizéd
by the Sardinian consul every voyage, and never entering the Mediterranean.
On the south coast, the American flag is principally used. J am fully of opinion
that the slave dealers consider we cannot succeed. in putting a stop to the
traffic. .

I consider Captain the Honourable Jos. Denman’s system of strict blockade to
be perfect, but in my opinion would require a great increase to the squadron.

I do not, think the brigs are well suited for the Bight of Benin; a smaller
class of vessel, from 100 tons and upwards, would be better; there arc at least

nine
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nine places in the Bight of Benin that require constantly a vessel off, to ensure

anything like a strict blockade.

Destroying the barracoons would have a great effect on the south coast ; but

I fear that the enormous exteut of the coast, from the River Nazarette nearly down

to St. Paul de Loando, is of too great an extent to maintain a strict blockade,

the beach nearly the whole distance being practicable. for embarkation, and, to

my knowledge, 16 different places where slaves are embarked, besides many in-

termediate ones. To the southward of St. Paul de Loando the slave trade has

increased the last year, after nearly two years’ stagnation. Whilst I was sta-

tioned off Benguela, the Portuguese senior officer was very active in its suppres-

sion. I have been given to understand that the Portuguese authorities, on any

vessel being captured and condemned, invariably sentence the crews to work for

four or five years in chains on the roads. This mode of punishment has a most

salutary effect on them, and if it could be adopted, would tend very much to

discountenance the traffic. At present it frequently occurs that the crews of

vessels are captured three times in the course of even one year.

I am decidedly of opinion that the squadron keeping close in shore would not

be so healthy as at present, more particularly in the Bight of Benin, the air 40 or

so miles off the land being much purer.
I have, &c.

(signed) Fred. William Horton,

The Earl of Auckland, c. c. B. Commander, B..N.

&e. &e. &e.
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EXTRACTS from the Journat of the Rev. Charles Andrew Gollmer, dated Badagry, Appendix, No. 1.

for the Quarter ending 25 December 1847, received at the Church Missionary House, .

12 June 1848,

 

October 21; 1847.—To-day I succeeded in concluding the bargain respecting an old

woman from Abbeokouta, and a mother of a young man at Sierra Leone, who requested me

to redeem his mother on his behalf. The owner of T—— charged first, as is customary

when friends wish to redeem domestic slaves, two slaves and ten heads of cowries ; 7. ¢. 505.

currency, and 24, 3s, 4d. sterling. However, I instructed the people whom I employed

to agree about the amount (for if | had gone myself about it, surely they would have made

me pay a high per cent.) to drop the matter for a few days, which made the owner think

we had given up. After about a fortnight’s talking, for nothing can be done in this country

in one day and without plenty of talk, the old woman was redeemed for 13} heads of

cowries, 2.¢. 32. 7s. 6d. currency, and 21, 18s. 8d. sterling. She is now in our

premises.
Slaves are at present very dear. Two Sierra Leone men lately redeemed a young man

from Abbeokouta, who has been owned by the Lagos people, and it was only on account of

much begging that the party accepted 55 heads of cowries, i.e. 114 18s. 4d. sterling;

they insisted for a long time on 70 heads of cowries. Domingo, the slave-dealer at Porto

Novo or Ajashe, pays as much as 70,$ and upwards in goods for a slave. Slaves seem to

be comparatively scarce, and the demand for them in the Brazils, their sugar finding a

good market in England, daily increasing, accounts for the high price. It would, however,

seem from the fact, that upwards of 2,000 slaves have been emancipated at Sierra Leone

during the months of June and July last, and from what we hear of the doings of the ships

of war at the slave coast, (Her Majesty’s ship the “ Grappler,” I am happy to state, has

taken a slaver with upwards of 600 slaves on board, below Lagos, a few days since), that

nevertheless a good many ate dragged away from the African shores. Oh that the time

may not be far distant when an effectual stop will be pat to this inhuman and sinful traffic!

It is true, England spends a vast amount of money towards the’ suppression of the slave

trade, with apparently little effect. Could the philanthropic and Christian end of restoring

Africa to her true position in human society, and of removing what now distracts her, viz.,

the slave trade, aimed at by the benevolence of England, wot be better attained, suppose

that large sum of money were divided into three portions; one to be applied to sending

Christian teachers to Africa, who would tell the people that the slave trade is a.sin. against

God and man; another to make treaties to that effect (viz. to abolish slavery) with the

chiefs, encourage agriculture and lawful trade; and a third towards erecting fortified

places along the'coast, to keep up English authority, and keeping such a squadron as will

be necessary to protect trade and keep off slave-dealers from making new establishments?

Such is the opinion of many an European resident in Africa, and in their humble opinion

such a system would lead in a more direct way to the desired end. oc

December 15.—I have had a few people employed about the piece of ground in front of

our premises for the last few weeks, and it is now in a fair state-of cultivation. I have got

besides cabbages and the small onion, French beans, from Mr. Townsend, which thrive well,

anda lot of native vegetables. A good piece is occupied by arrow-root, and all the lower

part sown on with rice, as last year. 1 am sorry that I am unable to report favourably as

regards the progress of agriculture at Badagry. Witha few exceptions, no new farms have

been made during the past year, but I am happy to say. that the former ones have been kept

up in good order. In consequence of this, I have, but in a-few cases, givena trifle as a re-

ward, of the kind gift of Lady Buxton to Mr. Crowther for that purpose, and which Mr.

Crowther kindly shared with me. The oil trade seems to increase much, by which many

people find a livelihood ; there are, however, still many others who might cultivate the land

if they were not toolazy..

 

EXTRACT from the JouRNALof the Rev. Henry Townsend,dated Abbeokouta, for the

Quarter ending 25 December 1847, received at the Church Missionary House, 12 June

1848, , - oo

‘December 8, 1847.—The schoolmasters, long expected from Sierra Leone, have at

lencth arrived, and we are thankful to receive this help in our work. The want of regular

means of intercourse with Sierra Leone is much to be lamented, for much good would result

0.53. from
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from a mutual intercourse between this country and Sierra Leone, and which I think micht
be established. The slave trade would materially suffer by it; lawful trade and its conco-
mitants which they (the natives) would witness, and the means which a regular trade with
Sierra Leone or elsewhere would afford them of a lawful trade, would do much towards its
suppression. The trade ofthis country is carried on under various disadvantages, and much

personal danger; hundreds are kidnapped or killed in the roads leading to their various
trading marts; but in the face of these dangers their trade is carried on, checked occasional]
for a time; but the disposition of the people to trade does not allow them to sit down idle,
1 have no doubt but that these people would carry on their traffic with Sierra Leone, and
afterwards with other countries beyond the sea, if a few are induced to make the attempt, .
and it succeeds. It must be remembered that all the intercourse that has hitherto taken
place has been carried on by natives of this country ; the vessel that brought our friends ig
the property of an Eba, and acquired by his own industry and enterprize. These things
may shew the friends of Africa in England what means are likely to be most successful to
suppress the slave trade. The idea that prevails in England, “ that this country is so de-
graded by the slave trade that no other trade is acceptable to the people,” is a mistaken idea ;
thousands of people never buy or sell slaves; indeed are not able, but trade in the produce
of the country, or in European cloths, gums, powder, &c. It should be known that slaves
are sold for money here, not goods; for money they sell, and with money they buy. The
introduction of lawful commerce would silently and effectually work the downfall of the
slave trade, and confer a lasting blessing on the country.

 

Appendix, No. 2.

COPY ofa Lerrer from James Macqueen, Esq. to Sir R. H. Inglis, Bart., m. p.

My dear Sir, 38, Kensington-square, 29 April 1848,
I rrust that you will excuse me for troubling you with the accompanying African me-

morandum and observations.
Commaider Matson has, I find, stated before the Sugar and Coffee Committee of the

House of Commons as follows: At page 209, Question 7281, “ Among the whole of the
African languages there is no name for slave ;” and at page 197, Question 7099, “ South of

the Line no such thing as war is heard of,” from which, as he infers, slaves are or can be
procured.

Such evidence has equally surprised and astonished me, and if adopted to guide legisla-
tion, must tend to produce deplorable errors and consequences.

Theaccompanying paper will furnish you in disproof of the statement with the word for
slave in twelve different African languages, spoken by at least 80,000,000 of people in
Africa, north of the Line, and there are others, if I had time to search out the various
vocabularies.

There is not'a nation in Africa that has not multitudes of slaves amongst them, and con-
sequently they have, and must have, words to designate that description of society.

In reference to Africa, south of the Line, it is notorious that it is everywhere inhabited by
the most powerful aud warlike nations in Africa; that extensive and most destructive wars
are frequent amongst them, in which vast numbers of prisoners are taken, and sent to both
the east and west coasts for sale to.the European and American slave traders, while every
one knows, and Commander Matson could scarcely fail to know, that it is from the coasts of
Africa, south of the Line, that for many years the greatest number of slaves has been sold
and exported.

Every one at, all acquainted with Africa and the Portuguese settlements in Africa, must
be acquainted with the famous Hinga, queen of Matemba, &c., and the bloody wars that
she, assisted by her fierce allies the Jagas, (the word, however, means not a people buta
military title and leader of armies,) carried on against the Portuguese and other people. In
modern times we hear of the great and warlike nations of Cassange, Cuzembe, the Molonas,

and the Gallas, &c. &c., amongst every one of which slaves are numerous, and the wars be-
tween which afford the chief sources of supply both for internal use and exportation.

Should our blockading squadron be withdrawn from the coasts of Africa, especially from
the west coast of Africa, it will add most frightfully to the extent of the slave trade. The
risk of capture being thereby almost removed, it would treble the price on the coast, and
consequently be so much the greater inducement to the chiefs to continue it, while it would
at the same time prodigiously extend the cultivation of foreign slave countries, and by in-
creasing the quantity lower the price of sugar, and at the same time treble the cost of pro-
curing (could such be procured) immigrants for the West Indies, for, buy under one name
or another, they must do all such on the coast of Africa. It is in fact, [ know, one secret
object of the movers in all these matters to get the coasts of Africa thrown open to the
utmost for this West Indian purpose, and which, were it done, would only tend to aggravate
their distresses. co, , : ri

The
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The application. of African labour in Africa can only improve her condition and extir- adi 4...
pate the Foreign slave trade. If abstracted from Africa ta place it in distant and different Aprendix, No. 2

uarters of the world, it must infallibly prevent the improvement and civilization of that

unfortunate continent, while the result would further be, that it would extend the influence

and resources of foreign nations, to the injury, nay the destruction, of thosé of the United

Kingdom. I have, &c.

(sigued) James Macqueen.

 

 

Ditto, female
Pretty young slave

_ Keyr or keir.
Keir gana angala.
Guiah
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IX. DarRunga Slave - >
Ditto, male Guiah meve.

”

- Ditto, female Guiah mini.

aa

African Languages. ~_—_-____- Word for Slave.

I. Mandingo- - -| Slave - - -— = Jong (Park).

» - «= «| Ditto,male - -  -| Yong Kai, } (De Caille)

” - -  -| Ditto,female-  -  -| Yong Mouso, € wane’

Il. Jaloff - -  -|Slave - - = =| Dium.

I1f. Poula or Foulah -| Ditto -  - -  - | Mutiondo.

IV. Timbuctoo - - | Ditto, male - ~ - | Bannea.

» - =| Ditto,female-  - =| Kongo.

V. Bagherrne - -| Ditto, male =- - -| Baly.

» - - «| Ditto, female- .- -| Billow,
” - - -| Slaves - - | Bakee.

VI. Mandora - = - -|Slave,male - - -| Affee.

» - - -| Ditto, female - - -|Quotama.

» . -  -=| Handsome ditto, ditto. -.| Quotama Mugray.

VII. Wadey - -  -| Slave,male - - - Borik (singular).

» - - «| Ditto, ditto - =| Borioto (plural).

» . - «| Ditto,female -  -  -| Madjeck (singular).

” - -| Ditto, ditto - -  -| Mayto (plural).

VIII. Bornou = - -| Ditto,male - - -| Kalya.

X. Haussa ss- - -|Slave - - -  -| Bawa.

” - -  =|Slavedealer - - -| Maisaida bai.

XI. Yarribah or Yoruba -| Slave - - -  -| Enouh.

XII. Kaftir - - «| Ditto - -  - — =| Ikokoboko.  
The above 12 languages are spoken amongst 80,000,000 of people, and amongst whom

elavery and a slave trade is universal; and both are, if possible, still more extensive im the

whole ofSouthern Africa, and especially in the more centrical portions thereof, the Gallas,

Moclooas, Congoese, Cazambrans, Cassanges, &c. Sic.
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COPIES of Duspatcues from Her Majesty’s Consuls in Brazil. .

 

Copy ofa DESPATCH from Acting Consul Westwood to the Right Hon, Lord Appendix, No, 3.

Viscount Palmerston, G.c. B. —_—

Suave Traps, No.1.

My Lord, . British Consulate, Rio de Janeiro, 2 January 1848,

I wave the honour to enclose herewith alist of the vessels that have arrived at this

port, from the Coast of Africa, during the quarter ending 31st ultimo; and also a return N
of the vessels which have sailed for the African Coast during the same period. Ne

: : . o, 2,

I have, &c. i

(signed) =Jno. J.C. Westwood,
Acting Consul.
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Enclosure 1, in No. 1.

ARRIVALS at Rio de Janeiro from the Coast of Africa during Quarter ending 31st December 1847,

& fe Reported
DATE.| Description. Name. Master. Nation. § 5 Where: From. . 2 ' Nature of

ee {° A, {| Cargo,

1847:

6 Oct. | Brig + ~|JS. W. Huntington| E. Kemp - -{| American-| 196| 12) Zaire - . - ~-] 25| Ballast,

Bb Ditto - -|DonJuan - -|—Morris -— - ditto -| 369/12] Ambriz - -| 247 ditto.

2 sy Ditto - -|GeneralRigo -|M.J.daS. Reis - | Portuguese | 300| 15| Benguella - -| 26 ditto.

2755 Ditto - -|Brazil- - -|M.Bevans- -|American-| 245/11 | Ambriz - -|17) ditto.

14 Nov. Ditto - ~ |Aleyon - -| J.J. Sims - - | Hamburgh| 200| 12] ditto . - | 261 ditto,

2 Dec. Ditto - . -|Casket - «=|. Woodberry -| American-| 188| 8| Loango - -j 28] ditto,

5 oy Ditto - -|Alfonsine - -| A.Lagoustin - |} French -/| 121 | 10] Benguella -  - | 28] ditto,

23 4, Bark - -|Fanny - -|— Martin - - ditto -| 245 | 13| Loando - -|251 ditto.

(signed) Jno, J, C. Westwood,

Acting Consul,

Enclosure 2, in No, 1.

DEPARTURES from Rie de Janeiro for the Coast of Africa during Quarter ending 31st December 1847.

3 :

; « = z . . Reported

DATE,| Description. Name. Master.. Nation. 8 8 Where Bound. Nature of
e Cargo.

1847: .
1 Oct. Brig -. - Malaga - -| Charles Penfield - American -{ 210 9 Africa oo - -| Sundries,

22 Berk - <| Camilla - - | Charles Ranch -|- ditto -j} 886/10] ditto-  - ~- -|- ditto

30, Schooner -| Alicia - -}S.Smith - -|- ditto -| 160) 6j Ambriz - <= = ~|- ditto.

ly» Smack~ ~-{ amor da Patria -| J. A. Carvalho -| Brazilian - | 187| 11| Azores & Africa ~| - ditto.

7 Nov. Bark. - -| Antoinette - - | M. Gossien -| French -| 871| 12| Africa - e- |] - ditte,

7 ditto - ~-|Sylphide - -|— Perindoaque -|- ditto -j| 285] 14 ditto ~- - =| - ditto.

ll ditto - - 4} Ceres - -|C. Higgins - | American-| 249| 10| ditto ‘ew be ditto,

16 4, ditto -  ~| Cidade de Angra | J. A. Alvareuga -|Brazilian -| 840| 16 | Azores & Africa -| ditto.

18 ,, Brig - + | Umbelina - -| J.J.dosSantos-|- ditto -| 204| 18| - ditto - | Ballast.

a5 > Steamer |. Provitencia -| F.C. M. Herpin-| - ditto -| 180.| 29|- ditto “- =| & ditta.

25 55 Brig - -|Indiano - -] 9. VV. Marques ~| Portuguese| 200| 15 | Benguella « =| Goods.

Q7 oy Brigantine - | St.Joze - -| F.daC. Sampaio | Brazilian - | 196| 15| Azores & Africa -| Ballast.

27 yy Brig - -|27deApril- -| L.de Faria.- -| Portuguese | 818| 17| Benguella via Angola Sundries.

30 ditt. - .-;4.W Huntington] E. Kemp - -| American-| 247/11] Africa - + -!-ditto.

2 Dec ditto - -| Trajano  - -| 3.A.Bareiroo - Brazilian - | 286| 25| Azores & Africa -| - ditto.

ll; “Bark - -/ Felicidade - -|J.H.Kagel .-|~ ditto - |. 402}—j|- dita. - «| - ditto.*

iw, Brig - General Rigo -|J.daS.Reis -| Portuguese| 300| 15| Benguella & Angola | -dittor

4, dittc - Bon Successo -| J J. Assumpcao-|- ditto -| 220] 16] - ditto =| - ditto.

'# Wrecked ontside Rio Harhour on same day she sailed. .

(signed) Jno. J.C. Westwood,

 

‘Acting Consul.
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Covy of a DESPATCH from Acting Consul Westwood to the Right Hon. Lord

Viscount Palmerston, G. c. B.

Stave Trape, No. 2.

My Lord, British Consulate, Rio de Janeiro, 17 February 1848.

In submitting the annual report on the state of the slave trade and slavery within the

district of this consulate, during the past year, I much regret that I cannot inform your

Lordship of-any dimittution in this odious traffic.

ANALYSIS ‘of the Trarrie in 1847.

‘Brom, the Custom House returns it appears ‘that the departures from this port toAfrica

_and arrivals from that coast during the year were as follows :-—

Departures:

Under Brazilian fag - - - = 7 7 7 7 FR

,, Portuguese flag - - - /-e = - - - 6

» American flag - - 2 5 - = - 15

_y, French flag - += eo le

,, Hamburgh flag - - - - - - - -

:
—_ 40

Arrivals:

Under Brazilian flag - - - 7 7 7 7 - 4

» Portugueseflag ~_ o- 4 - ett a

» American flag - - - 2 oe - 1

» Frenchflag - -  - - - «= - + 4

» Swedish flag - a
dD

»  Hamburgh flag - - - - - ~ - - 3
—— 2

Total - ~ - 67

These returns, however, furnish no criterion of the extent of the slave trade between

this district and Africa, as a great number of vessels that sail for that coast leave this

harbour under clearances for different Brazilian ports, and others depart from the various

sniall out ports in this neighbourhood; while many of the vessels that land slaves along the

coast report themselves,. on arrival here, as coasters; and such is the protection and

assistance granted by all the Brazilian authorities to slave trading transactions that it is

impossible, in a place so much frequented by shipping from all parts of the world, to be

aware of all the proceedings connected with this nefarious traffic.

_ Since the British vessels of war have ceased-cruising on- this coast, all the energies of

the slave dealers have been directed to frustrate the plans of Her Majesty’s cruisers on the

African coast; inwhich, to judge from the number of vessels that have landed full cargves

ofslaves in this neighbourhood, they have heen very successful. -_

This success may be mainly attributed to the great assistance and protection that slave

dealers have derived from the use of the American flag, which has so aided them in orga-

nizing their plans on the coast of Africa as.to facilitate, in a great measure, the embatka-

‘tion. of slaves, and the departure of the vessels, And it is much to be feared that so long

as the flag of the United States continues so entirely subservient to all slave trading

purposes as it is at present, the suppression of this’ nefarious traffic, by British cruising,

will be greatly retarded. “The fact that the flag of the United States affords, in every way,

the greatest protection to the slave trade has jately been but too clearly proved by the

numerous cases that have occurred of American vessels being sold to well known slave

dealers without changing colours; and there are now in this harbour two brigs, the

“Brazil,” and “ Don Juan,” wearing American colours, while they are well known to.

belong to notorious slave traders. oe

“ ‘Besides these two vessels the bark “Camilla,” bark “Ceres,” and brigs “Malaga,”

Whig,” and “ Joseph,” have lately been sold, and furnished by Mr. Parks, the American

Consul, with sea letters for Alrican voyages.

From the reports already furnished your Lordship must be aware of the impossibility of

arriving at any correct estimate of the number of slaves landed, and although I am con-

0.52+ Dn’Y vinced
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vinced that the importation of Africans within this district during 1847 was much above
the average of past years, I have only been able to make the following account :—

At Macahé, Campos, and Cape Frio - - - = = = = 21,000
At Rio Harbour, and Islands, and Bays, up to Cape Frio - - ~ 19,000
At Ihla Grande and different iocalities to the southward of Rio - - 6,000

—Toes

Total - - - 46,000
eine

The landing of slaves along this coast is now carried on in the most undisguised
manner. '
‘The slavers generally make the land to the northward of this harbour, landing their

living cargoes at all the bays, islands, and small harbours between this and Campos; but
the favourite points are Macahé and Cape Frio; and I have heard that one reason for
preferring Macahé is that all the authorities have a regular charge of so much per vessel,
and ‘that this charge or bribe is more moderate than at mosi of the other points of dis-
embarkation, and from being fixed renders delay or bargaining unnecessary,
From all these landing-places or depts slaves are conveyed coastwise, and even brought

into this port, by the coasting steamers; and this employment is found to be so lucrative
that two or three of these coasters are nearly exclusively engaged in this manner; and
although this practice is notorious, the Brazilian authorities take no steps to prevent it,
The present value of newly-imported negroes is much under the average rate, the cash

price for a healthy slave being from Rs.450 $000 to Rs.500 $000, or fol. to 561.
‘This decline in the price may be attributed to the immense number that have lately been
landed, and to the scarcity which has prevailed in the money market.
As the planters are seldom able to pay ready money, slave dealers supply them with

slaves to work their estates at a much higher rate, at one, two, three, and even four years’
credit, taking as security for ultimate payment mortgages on the estates, and in this
manner the slave traders hold the agricultural proprietary body at their mercy, and under
their control.
As no census has been published since the last reports were made, it is not in my power

to give any further information respecting the population of this province.
By the enclosed statement of the quantity and value of the staple productions of slave

Jabour exported during the past year, your Lordship will perceive that there continues to
be a steady and considerable increase in coffee, very little change in the quantity of sugar,
and a very great decrease in the amount of rosewood exported.

I have, &c.

(signed) Jno. J.C. Westwood,
Acting Consul.

 

Enclosure in No. 2.

STATEMENT of the Amount and Value of Exrorts of such Staple Productions of Brazil,
eultivated by Slave Labour at Rio de Janeiro, during the Year 1847.
 

 

   

Description of Produce, Quantity. Sterling Value. Total.

£ os. £. s8/ d.
Coflee - - - +. ~-| 1,641,560 bags - | 2,664,100 — ~

Sugar ~ os 5 = s 8,311 cases -~| 161,000 - —

eC 10,608 planks = - 12,200 - —
2,837,300 ~ —

Duties and shipping expenses - - 482,341 —- —

. 3,319,641 —- =~
In addition to the above, other articles of produce, such as hides, rice, horns,

tapioca, tobaceo and rum, were exported during the last year, the value of

 

 which may be estimated at - - - - - - - - | -460,000 - -

Total Value of Produce shipped in. 1847 ~ - - £.| 3,779,641 — =

 

(signed) Jno. J.-C. Westwood, Acting Consul,
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Cory ofa DESPATCH fiom Acting Consul Westwood to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Appendix, No. 3.
Palmerston, G.c. B.

Suave TRADE, No. 3.

My Lord, British Consulate, Rio de Janeiro, 6 April 1848.

L save the honour to enclose a return of the vessels reported as having arrived at this No, 4.

port from the coast of Africa during the quarter ending 31st ultimo, and alsoa list of the i ee

vessels cleared for the African coast during the sameperiod. ie

Besides the vessels mentioned in these lists, several others have sailed for Africa under

clearances for Brazilian ports; and a number of vessels that landed slaves at the ont-ports.

have entered this harbour as coasters, among them the two steamers, “ Providencia” and

« Thereza,” mentioned in my despatch to your Lordship, marked Slave Trade, No. 11, of

the goth December 1847, the former having landed 1,050 slaves and the latter 350.

B
reported to have sailed for the Azores and Africa, but it is well known that both have pro-

ceeded direct to the coast.

ARRIVALS at Rio de Janeiro from the Coast of Africa during Quarter ending 31st March. 1848.

the list of departures, your Lordship will perceive that these two steamers are

_ Thave, &e.
(signed) Jno. J. C. Westwood, Acting Consul.

 

Enclosure 1,.in No, 3.

  

 

  

       
 

 

 

 
 

 

| 3 3| Reported

oye . 3 : o® | Nature

Date. Description. Name. Master. Nation. g E Where from. 2 of
o

“

& 15 a| Cargo.

1848:
Dys.

13Jan. -| Brigantine - | St.Joz - -|J.A.Gareia — -| Portuguese 79/18] Angola - = =| 28. Ballast,

18 Feb. - | Schooner = -| Alicia ~ °=|$, Smith - — -| American-{ 187] 8| Ambriz  -—  - 80| ditto.

16 Feb. -| Bark - -| Camilla -  -| Chs. Ranch -|- ditto -j| 2383| 10 ‘Africa  - = -| 82| ditto.

Mar -| Brig - -|Indiano - -| M.A. Lopes - Portuguese} 200] 17| Benguella - - 25| ditto.

. (signed) Jno. J. C, Westwood, Acting Consul.

Enelosure 2, in Nov 3.

DEPARTURES from Rio de Janeiro to the Coast of Africa during Quarter ending 31st March 1848,

$ . Reported

p gs : 3 : Nature

ate. Description. |- Name. Master. Nation. 5 B Where Bound. of

& |} Cargo.

1848 :. x : . :

9Jon. -| Brig - -| Whig- - -| John A. Forsyth | American- {| 818| 11| Africa - «- «=| Sundries.

9, -| ditto -- -|Zambese - -|B.P.daGraca - Portuguese| 278 |25 |Mozambique - =~ ditto.

Ny, -| Brigantine - | Flora- - -| Gd. Costa -| Brazilian - | 179| 15| Azores and Africa - | Ballast,

1 » | - ditto =| Aurora - _| Boo. deAlmeida |- ditto -| 125 |18|- - ditto - -| ditto.

3d n=]. ditto .| Nova Rosa- . -| J. P.deC. Leite-|- ditto - 158 | -|- - ditto - =| ditto.

6, -=~|- ditto -| Venus ~ «LL FEP.LN, Oliveira |- ditto -| 112|14)- - ditto - -| ditto.

7, -| Brig - -| Brazil ~ .| D.C. Bevans -| American-| 281 | 10| Africa -  -  - Suncries.

80, -| Schooner -| Guahyba -  ~-|G.J. Almada - Brazilian - | 114| 19|Azores and Africa -| ditto.

30, -|Brig - -| Gallego - -| Q. A. Pecheco | - ditto -] 457] 24[- - ditto - «| ditto.

30, -{| Bark - -| Favorita - -|J.0O.Chambica -'| Portuguese $88; 31| Angola - - -| ditto.

30 » -| Schooner -| Alphonsine -|— Lagoustin -| French -} 200) 10 Africa - = =| ditto.

2Feb. -| Brig - -| Casnalidade "| J.G. A. Soares -| Portuguese | 172,| 14| Azores and Africa -| ditto.

7 4 -| Brigantine -| Inveja - «| C.A.Gomez  -| Brazilian - 89114] - - ditto -  -~-| Ballast.

29. -| Bark - -{| Achilles . - - | — Grenier -| French -| 179, 9 | Africa - - - | Sundries.

19 Mar. - | Schooner -| Morris ~ _| W.G. Currier -| American-| 126} 7|. ditto - - =| ditto,

2, ~| Brig - -| Caracas - -| W.Sellaries | -|- ditto - | 286| 91 ditto - = =| ditto.

35 » «| Steamer -| Thereza -  -| A. Pi GC. Cordeiro| Brazilian - 98|25| Azores and Africa =| Ballast.

o » | ditto - -| Providencia -| FLM. C. Herpin | - ditto - | 150| 29) - ditto - =| ditto.

6 » =| Schooner - | Martin L.Smith. |M. Smith - . - American 90 | 5| Africa - = «| Sundries,       
-. (signed)— Ino. J.C. Westwood, Acting Consul.
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Appendix, No. 3.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Consul Cowper to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount
Palmerston, G.c.3.

Stave Trang, No. 1.

My Lord, British Consulate, Pernambuco, 1 February 1848,

ao I wave the honour to transmit to your Lordship my quarterly return of the number of
vessels which have arrived here from the coast of Africa, or sailed hence with that destina-
tion, during the three months ending the 31st December 1847. —

I have, &c.

(signed) HH. Augustus Cowper,
Consul,

 

Enclosure in No. 1.

‘LIST of Anntvats of Vessets suspected of being employed in Slave Trade, at Pernambuco and its vicinity, from the Coasts of
Africa, during the Quarter ending the 31st December 1847.

 

  

Date g
of Neme Name Owner Rig. s Nation. From whence. Cargo,

Arrival. | of Vessel. of Master. or Consignee. a
a

1847: .

20 Nov. - | Unigo -{- - Domingos |- - Gand°A.| Pataso- -| 104 | Brazilian -| Angola ~| ballast,
Gomes Loares. | de Barros.     
 

LIST of Deranrurezs of VessELs suspected of being employed in Slave Trade, from Pernambuco to the Coasts of Africa, during

the Quarter ending the 3lst December 1847.

 

 

       

e
Date . ap To what part
of Name Name Owner Rig. a Nation. of the Coast Cargo, ke..

Departure.| of Vessel. of Master. { or Consignee. s cleared for.

1847:

1Oct. -| Roza -| -Joza Fran da|--F.S. Rabello} brig = 1126} Portuguese -| Loanda ~|- = 84 barrels, 125
Costa. and Son. tierces, 10% tons of

L sugar; 119 pipes 106
barrels of rum. —

(signed)  H. Augustus Cowper, Consul.

Cory of a DESPATCH from Consul Cowper to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount
Palmerston, G.c. 8.

Stave Trane, No, 2.

My Lord, . British Consulate, Pernambuco, 19 February 1848.

In accordance with the instructions conveyed. to this consulate in the circular of the
8th of March 1843, I have the honour to forward to your Lordship a report upon the state
of slave trade andslavery within this province. I believe that I can once more report that
no slave has been landed in Pernambuco from Africa during the whole of 1847, for it is

positively
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positively denied that even the “ Calumnia,” which I returned on the goth September last 4pnendix, No. 3-

as having landed 117 slaves, imported any, and if she be excluded there exists no ground —

for suspecting any vessel.

The reason of the cessation of slave trade is greatly owing to the continuance of the

praiero of democratic party in power.

The home or coasting slave trade has also greatly diminished.

The promised census of the population has not appeared,

The export of the produce of slave labour daring the past year was as follows, viz.:

25,476 bags of cotton, weighing 1,966 tons 3} cwt.; sugar, 49,114 tons 3 4 cwt.; hides,

pumber, 91,148; rum, 2,198 pipes and 682 barrels; sweetmeats, 95,370 lbs.; the total

value, 950,000 /.

‘No alteration whatever has taken place in the laws of the empire respecting slaves; their

eneral treatment is the same. A general apprehension exists in the province of Bahia

that the extension of slave trade is hastening the day when that province will fall into the

hands of the blacks, and the prosperity of this province is there attributed to its cessation

from that traffic.
I have, &e.

(signed) H. Augustus Cowper,
Consul.

 

Cory of a DESPATCH from Consul Cowper to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount

Palmerston, G.c.8.

Suave Trave, No. 3..

My Lord, British Consulate, Pernambuco, 1 April 1848.

I wave the honour to transmit to your Lordship two tables showing the number of

vessels which have arrived here from the coast of Africa, and of those which have departed

hence with that destination, during the quarter ended yesterday.

Your Lordship will perceive with satisfaction that slave trade has not revived during

that period.
I have, &e. |

(signed) H. Augustus Cowper,
Consul.

 

Enclosure 1, in No. 3.

LIST of Anrivars of Vzssexs suspected ofbeing employed in Slave Trade at Pernambuco, from the Coasts of Africa,
during the Quarter ending 81st March 1848.

 

  

 

Date g, 8 E From what
of Name |Nome of Master.) OW Rig, | & {a5! Nation. | partofthe| REMARKS.

Arrival. | of Vessel. or Consignee. é Bs oast arrived.

Sn

1848;

‘Jan. - | Rosa -| - José Franoda | - F.S.Rabelio| brig -| 125| 15|Portuguese| Angola -|- - Cargo, wax
Costa, and Son. mats, &e.; as~

sengers, six sailors,
one Brazilian and

, one American per-
- son,         
(signed) #.Augustus Cowper, Consul.

 

0.53.
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Enclosure 2, in No, 3.

LIST of Devarrurss of VussEis suspected of being employed in Slave Trade, from Pernambuco to the Coasts of Africa,

during the Quarter ending 3ist of March 1848,

 

  
      

Date ° % To what part

of Name Name Owner Rig. & Nation. of the Coast REMARKS.

Clearance.| of Vessel. of Master. or Consignee. 3 sailed.

: ca

1848: ,

39 March | Rosa «-| -José Francisco| - F.S. Rabello | brig -| 125| Portuguese| Angola - | ~ - 286 barrels, 256

da Costa. - | and Son. tierces of sugar; 133
pipes, 20 half pipes
of rum; 45 bags rice,
30 boxes of soap,
&e.

A, Augustus Cowper, Consul.(signed)

Cory of a DESPATCH from Consul Porter to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount

Palmerston, G. Cc. B.

Suave Trane, No. 13.

My Lord, British Consulate, Bahia, 31 December 1847.

- T nave the honour to transmit to your Lordship the accompanying lists, Nos. 1 and 2, of

the trade between this port andthe coast of Africa, for the quarter ending this day.

I have, &c.

(signed) Edmund Porter, Consul.

 

Enclosure
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Cory of a DESPATCH from Consul Porter to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount
Palmerston, G.c. B.

Suave Trane, No, 14.

My Lord, ' British Consulate, Bahia, 31 December 1847.

Ir appears from the slave returns which I have had the honour to transmit to your

Lordship, that 3,500 slaves have been landed in the vicinity of this city during the quarter

ending this day, being the largest importation that has taken place during a likeperiod

for the last eight years.
The enclosed statement shows the number of slaves annually imported into this province

since the year 1840, from which it appears that slave trade is increasing in a great degree,

which may be accounted for by the great temptation now held out to individuals to embark

jn this traffic, as small shares can be obtained in the companies established here for that

urpose.
PVessels are frequently arriving from the Mediterranean and the United States, which

are bought by the above-mentioned companies, and sent to the coast of Africa under the

flag of the nation to which they originally belonged, changingit to that of Brazil when in

the act of receiving slaves on board. \

‘A lamentable instance of this practice occurred lately with the American brig “ George,”

which sailed hence for Africa on the egth August last, returning hither on the 16th instant

under Brazilian colours, and the name of “Tentativa,” landing a cargo of 726 slaves ina

miserable state of starvation, 111 poor creatures having perished on the passage from defi-

ciency of water and provisions. .
T have, &c.

(signed) Edward Porter, Consul.

Enclosure in No, 14.

STATEMENT of the Number of Staves imported into the Province of Bahia during the

Years 1840 to 1847. SO

3a40 = el AT
41 - - -° = © = = 1,470
1842 - - - = = = = 2,620
1848 - - = - © - © 8111
1844 = - = - = = = 6,501
145 - - - = = - = 5,582
1846 - = - = = = = 7,854
1847 - = = = = =) = 10,064

‘British Consulate, Bahia,}
'31 December 1847. (signed) Edward Porter, Consul.

 

Cory of a DESPATCH from Consul Porter to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount
_ Palmerston, G. c. B.

Suave Trave, No. 3.

My Lord, Foreign Office, Bahia, 31 March 1848.

- LT wave the honour to transmit herewith returns, Nos. 1 and 2, of the trade between this

place and the coast of Africa, for the quarter ending this day.
The return No. 1. furnishes a startling proof of the extreme avidity with which slave

traffic is carried on at this place, and the fearful risks individuals engaged therein will

subject themselves to, in order to gain their ends.
It appears incredible, but is nevertheless @ fact, that a ship’s long-boat, manned by

three persons and measuring 24 feet extreme length, 7 feet breadth, and only g feet 9

inches depth, has arrived here from the coast of Africa, in which 50 miserable children

had actually been stowed, and 35-conducted hither, 15 having died on the passage.

It is more tharr probable that every soul on board would have perished for want of water

and provisions, had they not been relieved by. a merchant vessel, when reduced to the

last extremity.
_, The authorities here have not taken the slightest notice of this occurrence, ‘although

it is generally known and spoken of; numbers having been to see the boat as an object of

curiusity.
T have, &e.

(signed) Edward Porter, Consul.

0.53.

Appendix, No. 3-
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Appendix, No. 3.

 

Cory of a DESPATCH from Consul Ryan to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount

Palmerston, G.c.B.

Suave Trappe, No. 8.

My Lord, British Consulate, Para, 31 December 1847.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that no slaves have arrived here from any:

quarter since my last quarterly report; but a reported slave merchant, a resident at Rio

de Janeiro, visited this place some few months ago, with the view, it is said, of making

contracts for the supply of those that he could find purchasers for here and at Maranham,

and after he left this, a report was spread that two slave ships might be expected on this

coast.
{ lost no time, my Lord, in communicating this report to Her Majesty’s minister ple-

nipotentiary at Rio de Janeiro, requesting his Lordship tocommunicate the contents of my
despatch to Her Majesty’s naval commander on the Brazilian station.

T have, &c.
(signed) Richard Ryan, Consul.

 

Cory of a DESPATCH from Consul Ryan to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount
Palmerston, G.c. B.

Suave Trapeg, No.1.

My Lord, British Consulate, Para, 1 April 1848.
I wave the honour to report to your Lordship that we have not bad any importation of”

slaves from the coast of Africa or other quarter during the quarter ended yesterday, nor

has any attempt been made in any part of this province during said interval to fit out
ships for slaving purposes.

T have, &e.
(signed) Richard Ryan, Consul.

 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Pro-consul Krausé to the Right Hon. Lord Viscount
Palmerston, c. c. B.

Suave Trans, No. 2.

My Lord, British Consulate, Paraiba, 24 January 1848.
I nave to report that during the year 1847 no vessel sailed for the coast of Africa from

any port within the district of this consulate, nor have any arrived from thence within the
said period. 1am not aware that any new slaves have been brought into this province by
land during the past year, but many slaves have been sent southward for sale or in pay-
ment.
The following note shows an increase in the amount of exports as compared with that of

the preceding year :—
‘Tons. ewt. qrs. Ibs. £ 8 dd.

Sugar -- - - - 1,265 8 024 - - = = 19,590 13 -
Cottoh - - - = 552 5 112 -— - - - 35.414 12 3

There have been no changes in the laws or regulations with regard to slaves within the

year.
T have, &c.

(signed) § Henry Krausé, Pro-consul.
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MEMORANDA of the Number of Szavzs computed to have been Exported and Imported Westward from Africa, from 1788 to 1840.

Average Casualties during Imported ;
the Voyage. Slaves Total

Amount 78 Imported into Imported Amount Lossby TOTAL

DATE. Slaves into Portuguese into-other of Casualties

; Average . Spanish 8 : Slaves wai (as at first).

Exported. Proportion. Amount, Colonies. Colonies. Countries. Imported. Kagainstated).

—

gow - 100,000 14 per cent, 14,000 25,000 18,000 44,000 86,000 14,000 100,000

1n 1788 , P
,

1798 to 1805 $5,000 | 14 ,, 12,000 15,000 20,000 38,000 73,000 12,000 85,000

.|1805 to 1810 95,000 | 14 ,, 12,000 15,000 25,000 33,000 73,000 12,000 85,000

E| 1810 to 1818 93,000 |14 ,, 13,000 30,000 30,000 20,000 80,000 13,000 93,000

&|5915 10 1817 | 106,600 | 25 ,, 26,600 32,000 31,000 17,000 80,000 26,600 106,600

& 1817 to 1819 106,600 2 26,600 34,000 34,000 12,000 80,000 26,600 106,600

$ Captured by

4
Cruisers.

>| 1819 to 1925| 103,000 | 25, 25,800 39,000 37,000 1,200 77,200 25,800 103,000

@ 11995 101830} 125,000 |} 25 , 31,000 40,000 50,000 4,000 94,000 31,000 125,000

>| 1880 to 1835- 78,500 | 25 19,600 40,000 15,000 3,900 58,900 19,600 78,500

1935 10 1840 | 135,800 | 25 ,, 33,900 - 29,000 65,000 7,900 101,900 33,900 135,800

No. 2.

MEMORANDA of the Number of Staves computed to have been annually Exported and Imported Westward from Africa, from 1840 to 1848.

‘Amount Average Casualties during si '
°8 aves , Total

of the Voyage. Imported Imported Captured Amount | Loss by TOTAL

DATE. Slaves into into by of Casualties

Spanish : . Slaves : (as at first).

Exported, Proportion Amount. Colonies. Brazil. Cruisers. Imported. (again stated).

1840 » - - 64,114 25 per cent, 16,068 14,470 30,000 3,616 48,086 16,028 64,114

iil- - -| 45097 | 25 ,, 11,274 11,857 16,000 5,966 33,823 11,274 45,097

1842 - - - 28,400 2 yy 7,100 3,150 14,200 3,950 21,300 7,100 28,400

18436 = - 55,062 25 yy 13,765 8,000 30,500 2,797 41,297 13,765 55,062

1844 - - - 54,102 2 yy 13,525 10,000 26,000 4,597 40,577 13,525 54,102

is- - -| 36758 |23  ,, 9,189 1,350 22,700 3,519 27,569 9,189 36,758

1846 - - - 76,117 25 yy 19,029 1,700 52,600 2,788 57,088 19,029 76,117

7. + - 84,356 | 25 ,, 21,089 1,500 57,800 3,967 63,267 21,089 84,356 ¢         
Note-—The amount of slaves imported into the Spanish colonial possessions must again be subdivided, if it be wished to ascertain the amount spe~

cially taken by Cuba. From 1788 to 1810, the importation of slaves into Cuba is said to have been on an average about 9,000 @ year; but less than

that number at the early portion of that period, and more than that number at the latter part of it. Say perhaps 6,000 from 1788 to 1798 ; 9,000 from

1798 to 1805, and 12,000 from 1805 to 1810.
About the year 1804 @ marked rise in prosperity had taken place, it is said, in Cuba, owing to the revolution in Hayti, whence a great many inha-

bitants brought their wealth and industry to Cuba. They opened many new plantations, and the importations of negroes were consequently larger.

In18165 the importations in Cuba had reached 18,000 a year. Then the importations going on increasing, received an impetus from the negotiations

with England; and on the treaty of 1817, which allowed only the period to 1821 for the legal continuance of the trade, they reached instantly to almost

double the amount ofthe year preceding the treaty.
From this period. nearly, if not quite the whole of the slaves imported by Spain, were taken to Cuba and Porto Rico.

. The difference in the numbers furnished for the two islands, may perhaps be somewhat estimated by a comparison between the amount of population

inthem. By a census taken of the population of Cuba in 1841, the result was asfollows ;

Whites - © © 8 Fe FFs = = «= 418,291

Free coloured = - - - ~ - - - - - - 152,398

Slaves - - oe me eR - - = = 436,495

Toran - - -.- = 1,007,624

 

But the real number was supposed to have been concealed, owing to a fear that the.cénsus was connected with taxation; and Her Majesty’s consul,

e October 1848), on the best information he could collect, stated his belief that iu reality the amount of population would be proved to be nearly as

+OHOWS+
.

Whites “- - + woe me hulu 480,000

Freecoloured - 3 - - oe - ~“ 2. - 200,000

Slaves eee ee = 860,000.

Toran - - - = = 1,540,000
 

The population in Porto Rico was stated by Her Majesty's consul, on the 11 January 1845, to be as follows;

Whites - - - 5 2 5 tot om eo 188,155

Free coloured - - = 97 7 - - oo - |= 185,237

Slaves ee ww
84,240
——

ToraL = - = = = > 802,682

eeeinane

So that the slave population in Cuba. as to Porto Rico, is as 25 to 1. .

0,53.
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In 1824 the Portuguese possessions in America were formally recognised‘as the empire of Brazil. ; . .

The population was estimated in 1830, by Canralist, at 5,735,502, on the authority of documents inBrazil. Maltebrun, in the same year, estimated

it at 5,840,000. Balbi at about the same. MCalloch at from 6,500,000 to 7,000,000, and from returns recently obtained from Her Majesty’s consals

the amount appears to be nearly as follows:
,

Whites = - - - - = - 5 - - 928,000

Free coloured « - - - - - - - - - 2,417,000

Slaves - - = 7 * 7 7 *% "OF - 2,995,000

ToraL - » - - = - 6,340,000

 

‘At the earliest period to which this return refers, namely, in 1788, France, itis said, (see Report of Privy Council of 1788) took about 20,000 alayes

for her colonies; England, 13,000 to 15,000, for hers; Holland, 4,000; Denmark, 2,000 ; and America from 4,000 to 5,000. / ‘

Denmark abandoned the slave trade in 1792.

England continued importing largely, and, indeed, for some few years subsequently to the war of 1793, increased her importations, partly for hep

ancient colonies, partly for those which she then conquered. The importations of Spain and Holland at that time decreased.

England abolished legally the trade in 1807, and soon afterwards abandoned it.

‘America abolished the trade in 1807, but continued importing very considerably up to the end of 1809. (See Conferences in London, 1818.)

France formally abolished the trade in 1815, but she also continued to import slaves until her decree of 1817 had inflicted a considerable penalty on

the importation into French colonies, when with very little exception she abandoned the trade, so far as regarded the supply of the colonies of France.

Perhaps 1,000 2 year might have been put for this supply in the period next ensuing, nanjely, 1819 to 1825; but I had not data which would enable

me to verify reports which at the time were prevalent to that effect.

19 June 1848. (signed) J. Bandinel.
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PAPER handed in by Mr. Bourne, and referred to in his Evidence of 4 July 1848

 

COUNTY OF BERBICE.

(From the Receiver-General’s Books.)

A TABLE showing that in proportion as the Cultivation of Sugar has been increased, that of
Cotton, Coffee, and Cocoa have declined; until now Cotton and Cocoa are abandoned alto-
ther, and nearly all the Cotton Estates for Sale at a Nominal Price.
 

 

 
  

YEAR. SUGAR. COFFEE. COTTON. Cocoa.

has.
1811 - 465 6,555,389 2,774,894 —_—

Lbs.
gig 78,119 3,440,345 3,442,980 —
1813 - 1,071,388 3,722,082 1,807,507 50,238

1814 - 925,558 8,169,771 2,742,432 77,681.

1815 - 1,535,453 5,280,824 38,674,065 76,074

1816 = 1,682,267 7,959,185 3,233,147 28,838
1817.—=—«S 2,377,908 6,736,301 2,641,774 49,986
1818 - 11,423,069 5,254,421 1,528,833 35,950

1820—=C 5,870,118 4,284,209 2,120,218 13,956
1821 - 6,281,733 3,290,009 1,879,180 14,707

1822 6,244,870 4,907,900 1,797,268 62,989
1823. = 7,709,918 3,391,963 1,396,185 32,999

1824 Sit 8,843,051 2,699,042 1,222,957 32,714
1825 - 5,718,025 8,891,245 1,208,009 21,381
1826 - 7,666,175 1,390,618 974,353 28,050

1827 - 11,174,059 8,366,661 : 1,063,774 38,949

1828 - 10,455,824 — 2,411,571 1,051,950 9,571

1929 - 10,680,184 3,638,440 613,630 9,739
1830 - 12,246,286 4,671.667 878,902 : 5,596

1ssl 15,606,245 1,677,829 413,785
1832—~=ié« 16,172,783 3,068,624 458,199
1888 -| — 11,858,006 3,871,852 416,731
1834 - 9,127,300 1,769,452 362,604

1835 - 19,563,993 1,640,299 269,912

1886 —i- 21,823,493 3,239,991 190,824
1837 - 18,626,656 2,085,052 105,585
1g38 ite 16,522,403 1,222,565 94,325
Tt 12,451,690 1,466,916 50,245
1840 - 11,281,347 1,108,800 3,000

1841 - / 10,045,417 347,799 3,000

1842 - 10,847,359 © 957,781

18438 - . 10,272,060 - 516,026

1844 ~ 18,157,764 891,294

1845 18,277,591 179,389
1846 - 8,313,565 175,898   
N.B.—tThe labourers who produced all these crops are still in the country, together with all

the emigrants, by whom at least half the crop of Sugar is now produced. How to make this

labour productive is the question.
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COPY of a Lerrer from Lord Eddisbury to William Hutt, Esq., M. P.

Sir, Foreign Office, 20 July 1848.

I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the.
13th instant, stating that the Committee of the House of Commons on Slave Trade, of
which you are Chairman, had been much impressed by an opinion given by several wit-
nesses examined before them, that nothing would so much tend to the suppression of the
slave trade as the infliction of severe punishment on the persons convicted of being engaged
in the traffic; and requesting, on the part of the Committee, to be informed by what considera-
tions his Lordship had been withheld from proposing to Parliament the enactment of a law
by which the penalties of piracy should be awarded against all persons convicted of slave
trading.
You further observe, that considerations of international law might prevent the application

of such punishment to Frenchmen, Spaniards, or Americans; but in regard to those by
whom the slave trade is chiefly carried on, namely, Portuguese and Brazilians, no such
objections attached; as the same treaties which empowered the British Legislature to pass
the Acts of 1839 and 1845 would have enabled it to affix, by its own authority, the penal-
ties of piracy to the crime of slave trade when proved against Portuguese and Brazilian
subjects; and you request that Lord Palmerston will inform the Committee by what
inducements his Lordship has been restrained from recommending such a measure to
Parliament.

In reply, I am desired by Lord Palmerston to state fo you that slave trade, though a
greater moral crime than sea piracy, is not, like sea piracy, a crime which by the general
and established law of nations any and every nation may punish, whatever may be the
country to which the offenders may belong. Slave trade, in fact, differs in tiis respect from
sea piracy, that it has at different times been allowed and protected by the laws of many
nations, while sea piracy has always, and by the common consent of civilized nations, and.
from a regard to their own interests, been given up by all to the vengeance and punishment
of all.
From thence it follows that each nation is entitled to deal as it pleases with the slave

trade carried on by its subjects and flag, and, according to its will, either to legalize such
trade, as was generally done in former times, or to proscribe and prohibit it, as has now
at length been done in a greater or less degree by every civilized nation, in compliance
mainly with the long-continued, persevering, and earnest solicitations of the British
Government.
But from thence-it also follows that no one nation can properly acquire rights, and exercise

powers to restrain or put down the slave trade carried on by the subject or flag of another
nation, unless such rights and powers are conveyed to it by the stipulations of a treaty;
and the assumption of rights and powers not sanctioned by treaty would be an act of
agoression which would justify resistance and reprisals.

During the war which ended in 1815, Great Britain was enabled by her naval victories to
exercise paramount belligerent rights over all the seas; and she occupied, by conquest, a
great portion of the colonies of slave-trading nations, and by these means she possessed
great control over the slave trade of other countries; but when peace was concluded in 1815,
the belligerent right of search of Great Britain on the high seas came to an end, and by the

"conditions of peace she restored many colonies to their former owners. But there was a strong
desire on the part of the British nation that those events which had restored peace and
happiness to Europe, should not be the cause of renewed wars and of increased wretched-
ness to Africa; and the British Government was urged, by manifestations of public opinion
out of doors, and ‘by repeated addresses to the Crown from the two Houses of Parliament,
to endeavour to prevent, by negotiation with foreign powers, the evils which were likely to
arise from the cessation of those means for repressing the slave trade which the circum-
strances of the war had afforded. oe

In compliance with the never varying desires and requests of Parliament and ofthe
country, the British Government has during the last 38 years been almost incessantly
engaged in negotiation with foreign powers, with a view to inducing them to consent to,
and to co-operate in effecting, the suppression of the slave trade. ‘Those long-continued .
endeavours have been attended with great success; and whereas when those negotiations
began, slave trade was stigmatized by no foreign power, except Denmark, the United States,
and France, andwas legalized by many, it has now been denounced as an ebominable crime
by almost every Christian nation ; and almost every State by which it could be carried on has
either prohibited the erime and attached severe punishment to the commission of it, or has

by the engagements of treaty bound itself to do so: and whereas during many years after
the return of peace, slave trade was carried on to a great extent under the flags of France,
of Spain, of the Netherlands, and of Portugal,—the French and the Dutch have entirely.
ceased to be slave traders ; the Spaniards and Portuguese have very nearly discontinued the

0.53. practice ;

Appendix, No. 6.
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Appendix, No.6. practice; while France has gone a_step further, and has emancipated her slaves; ang
— Portugal has appointed a commission to prepare a law for abolishing the condition of

slavery in all her colonial possessions. .
The slave trade at present may be said to be chiefly confined to Brazil; although unfor-

tunately it must be confessed that the capital with which it is there carried on is notwholly
and exclusively Brazilian. ;

The treaties which, during the before mentioned period of 33 years, Great Britain has
concluded with foreign powers for the prevention of slave trade, have had two objects
in view: first, the confiscation of the slave ship and her cargo, and the liberation of the

slaves found on board of her; and secondly, the punishment of the persons concemed in the :
transaction, as owners, commanders, or crew. ‘

The first purpose is, according to some of the treaties, to be accomplished by mixed tribu-
nals, composed of Commissioners belonging to each of the two countries, and sitting some-

where near the place of capture ; and according to other treaties, it is to be attained by the

ordinary tribunals cf the country to which the captured slave-trading vessel belongs. The

second purpose, namely, the punishment of persons, is by most of the treaties to be accom-
plished by the laws and tribunals of the country of which the offenders are the subjects.

For the treaties concluded with most of those powers whose subjects were in the habit of
carrying on the slave trade bind those powers to pass and promulgate laws for the punish-
ment of any of their subjects who may be concerned in that crime.

France, the Netherlands, Spain, and Portugal have all passed laws inflicting penalties
more or less severe upon any of their subjects convicted of being concerned in the slave
trade, France and the Netherlands did so of their own accord; Spain at length did so in
1845, in fulfilment of an engagement contracted with Great Britain by the treaty of 1835:

with Portugal the case was different. ;
The treaty of 1817 with Portugal, which gave to Great Britain and Portugal a mutual

right of search for the suppression of slave trade, and which established mixed commissions
for the adjudication of captured vessels, applied only to places north of the Equator; and
under that treaty Portuguese slave trade could not be interfered with south of the Equator.
But the time had arrived when, in pursuance of the engagements between the two countries,
Portugal was bound to extend to seas and places south of the Line the joint arrangements
and the repressive means which had till then been in operation only to the north of the
Line. The Portuguese government were influenced by slave-trading capitalists, who,
cloaking their interested views under specious pretences, appealed to international jealousy,
pretended that maritime police would interfere with and impede legitimate commerce, and
contended that the suppression of their iniquitous trade would be the ruin of the Portu-
guese colonies.
The endeavours of these parties prevailed, and the Portuguese government refused to

comply with the just demands of Great Britain.
The British Government then laid the case before Parliament, and in 1839 proposed to

Parliament a Bill, which was passed into a law, by which British cruisers were authorized

to exercise the same rights of search and detention, and British Courts of Admiralty were—

invested with the same powers of adjudication, which Portugal had engaged to grant by
treaty, but which the Portuguese government yefused to confer.
The British Government of 1839, not wishing to push a measure unusual in its nature

beyond the urgent necessity of the case, confined to Portuguese vessels and their cargoes.

the powers which it asked Parliament to give; and in the hope and belief that the powers

so asked for would, if ‘granted, be effectual for their purpose, abstained from applying for

powers to punish Portuguese subjects found on board captured slave ships. ,
It is evident that any such powers of punishment which might have been asked for must

have been confined in their application to Portuguese subjects, and could not properly have

been extended to the subjects of other nations, because the unusual proceeding was occa-
sioned by a breach of engagement on the part of the government of Portugal; and although
that breach of engagement justified an unusual proceeding towards the subjects of Portugal,
it could not afford a reason for a similar proceeding towards the subjects of other govern-
ments who were not parties to the breach of faith committed by Portugal.

But the Act of Parliament of 1889 completely answered its purpose; and the pressure
of its execution induced the Portuguese government to conclude, in 1842, a treaty which

was satisfactory to the British Government, and which enabled the Government to propose

to Parliament to repeal that Act. By the 15th article of this treaty the Queen of Portugal

declared slave trade to be piracy, and engaged to apply a severe punishment to the crime ;

and by a decree of 25th July of the same year 1842, the pains and penalties established

against slave traders by a decree of 10th December 1836, were made applicable to the

crime of slave trading under the treaty of 1842. Therefore the subjects of Spain and Por-

tugal, like those of France and England, are now liable to severe punishment by the laws .
of their own country, if found guilty of the crime of slave trade.
With regard to Brazil the case stands as follows :—By the first article of the treaty of

23 November 1826, the Emperor of Brazil engaged that from the expiration of three years

after the exchange of ratifications of that treaty, which exchange took place on 18 March

1827, it should not be lawful for the subjects of the Emperor to be concerned in the carrymg

on of the African slave trade, under any pretext or in any manner whatsoever; and that the

carrying on of such trade after that period by any person, subject of his Imperial Majesty,
should be deemed and treated as piracy ; and this is a permanent and existing engagement.
The subsequent articles of that, treaty established a mutual right of search and detention,

and mixed commissions for adjudication of slave-trading vessels, But those arrangements
: were



SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE SLAVE TRADE. 22%

were so established, not directly and by specific enactment, but indirectly by declaring that Appendix, No.6.

the contracting parties adopted and renewed, and applied to their purposes the treaties of

4815 and 1817, between Great Britain and Portugal. But the government of Brazil con-

tended that the stipulations thus adopted were temporary in their duration, and expired in

the year 1845; and as that government moreover refused to renew those stipulations, it

asserted that from and after the 13th of March 1845, the mutual right of search and

detention, and the mixed commissions for adjudication, must cease and determine. The

British Government acquiesced in this interpretation of the treaty engagements between the

two countries, but maintained that the first article of the treaty of 1826 was still in force,

and that in virtue of that article both the contracting parties were entitled to deem and treat

as piracy the carrying on of the slave trade by any subject ofthe Emperor of Brazil: and.

as the Brazilian government declined to continue to the British Government the powers

which the treaties of 1816 and 1817 had given for the suppression of Brazilian slave trade,

and would not take effectual measures of its own for putting that slave trade down, the

British Government applied to Parliament for an Act in regard to Brazilian slave trade

similar to that which in 1839 had been passed in regard to Portuguese slave trade, and

Parliament in 1845 passed such an Act.

The Act of 1845, like that of 1839, gave powers as to ships and cargoes, but no power as

to persons. The reason why the precedent of 1839 was so strictly followed in 1845 is not

known to Lord Palmerston ; but the cases to which the two Acts were applied differed from

each other in important respects. The Act of 1889 was passed in consequence of the refusal

of the Portuguese government to grant powers which by former engagements it had bound

itself to grant, and the Act gave by legislative authority the powers which the Portuguese

government had thus withheld. The Act of 1845 was passed to enable the British Crown to

exercise, without a violation of British law, powers in regard to Brazilian slave trade which the

Crown ofBrazil had by treaty conceded to the Crown of England. The powers so conceded by

treaty extended, according to the opinion of the law officers of the Crown, to the subjects of

Brazil as well as to their ships and cargoes; and therefore the British Parliament would have

been fully justified in extending to the subjects of Brazil, as well as to Brazilian ships and

cargoes, the powers which it granted to the Crown. But the Government of 1845 did not

deem it expedient to ask for such powers, and Parliament. therefore did not grant them.

The Government probably thought that the Act of 1845 would, in its operation, be as suc-

cessful as that of 18839, and would induce the Brazilian government to do what is right on

its part; or the Government may have thought that as the government of Brazil did, by iis

decrees of 1831 and 1832, attach punishment to persons engaged in slave trade, but decreed

no confiscation of vessels, it would be enough if the British Act of Parliament supplied the

deficiency of those laws, and provided for the confiscation of vessels. But be this as it may,

Lord Palmerston found the Act as it is, and under all circumstances he has not. hitherto

considered it necessary or expedient to ask Parliament to extend the powers granted by that

Act; and without going into any other reasons for this course, the Committee may probably

think that sufficient ground may be found for it in the circumstance that negotiations have

been going on between the two Governments upon the subject of a new treaty for the

re-establishment of the arrangements for mutual right of search and mixed commissions,

which expired in 1845.
Lord Palmerston, however, entirely agrees with the witnesses to whose evidence you

refer, in thinking that punishment of persons would greatly tend to the discouragement of

the crime of slave trade ; and even if Parliament should not think fit to extend the powers

of the Act of 1845 to persons, it will be desirable to endeavour to bring to justice. by the

existing, though imperfect, lawof Brazil, Brazilian subjects who may be caught in the com-

mission of the crime.

 

T have, &c.
(signed) Eddisbury.
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Exrract of a LETTER from Colonel Farrant to Lord Viscount Palmerston. Appendix, No. 7.
 

My Lord, Camp near Tehran, 17 June 1848,

1 wave the honour to report to your Lordship, that I have at last persuaded his Majesty
the Shah to prohibit the importation of African slaves by sea,

On the 20th ultimo, I addressed a letter to the prime minister, calling on his Excellency

to falfil his promise to me of bringing the subject. of slavery, which had so often been dis-

cussed between us, to a satisfactory conclusion.

Some days having elapsed without my receiving any reply, on the 12th instant f addressed
a second letter to his Excellency, requesting him to give me a decisive answer. The follow~
ing day I received the copy of an autograph of the Shah, addressed to the prime minister,
written on the margin of my letter. closure, No. 1.) ration of

Although the Shah has not explicitly abolished the importation of African slaves into his ee Ogtaph—~

0.53. dominions,
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Appendix, No. 7. dominions, he has virtually done so by the prohibition he has issued forbidding theirbeing
brought by sea, as the route by land is not practicable.

T have the honour to enclose translations of the firmans which have been issued to the
S governors of Fars and Persian Arabia. (Enclosures, Nos, 2 and 3.)

Thave, &c.

(signed)  V. Farrant,

 

 

Enclosure, No. 1.

Transiation of an Autograph Note from His Majesty the Shah to Hajee Meerza Aghassee,
12 June 1848. Rejjeb 10, 1264,

Y. E. rue Hajee. Let them not bring any negroes by sea ; let them be brought by land,
Purely for the sake of Farrant Sahib (Lieutenant-colonel Farrant), with whom I am much
pleased, I have consented to this. On this subject write to the Governors of Fars and
Arabia (Persian Arabia).

Sic orig. Solely on account of the goodness of Farrant* I have consented, otherwise some trifling
discussions still exist between us and the English Government.

Translated by
(signed) Joseph Reed.

 

Enclosure, No. 2.

TRANSLATION of a Firman issued by His Majesty the Shah to the Governor of Ispahan and
Persian Arabia.

To the high in rank, the superior of generals, the esteemed of the Sovereign, Meerza
Nebbee Khan, chief of the civil law court, and governor of Ispahan, who has been
honoured by the favour of the pure mind of the king of kings:

Be it known, that at this time the high in rank, the noble and exalted, possessed of dignity,
the pillar of the Christian nobles, the cream of the great men of Christendom, the undoubted
well-wisher of the State, Colonel Farrant, Chargé d’Affaires of the exalted Government of
England, who enjoys theunbounded favour of His Majesty the Shah, whose resplendent —
mind ig desirous to gratify him, having made a friendly request on the part of the Ministers
of his exalted Government, from the Ministers of His Majesty the Shah, that with a view
to preserve the existing friendship between the two exalted States, a decree should be issued

from the source of magnificence, the Shah, that hereafter the importation of the negro tribes
by sea should be forbidden, and this traffic be abolished.

In consequence of this it is ordered and ordained that that high in rank, after perusing
this firman, whichis equal tu a decree of fate, will feel it incumbent on him to issue positive

and strict injunctions to the whole of the dealers in slaves, who trade by sea, that henceforth
by sea alone the importation and exportation of negroes into the Persian dominions is en-
tirely forbidden, but not by land; nota single individual will be permitted to bring negroes
by sea, without being subjected to severe punishment.
That high in rank must in this matter give peremptory orders throughout his government,

and not be remiss.
Written inthe month of Rejjeb, 1264. (June 1848.)

Translated by
(signed) J. Reed.

 

Enclosure, No. 8.

TRANSLATION of a Firman issued by His Majesty the Shah to Hoossein Khan, Governor
of Fars.

To the high in rank, the pillar of nobility, Hossein Khan, the comptroller of State
affairs, and governor of Fars, who has been exalted and supported by thedistinguished
favours of his Majesty the Shah, &c., be it known:

That it is a long time since a request for the abolition of the importation of negroes by sea
has been made on the part of the Ministers of the British Government to the Ministers
and authorities of this kingdom ; but their request during this long period has not met
with an answer or our consent. B

ut
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But in consequence of the favour entertained by our august Sovereign towards the high

in rank, the sincere well-wisher of the State, the chosen among Christian nobles, &c., &Xc.,

Colonel Farrant, Chargé d’Affaires ofthe English Government, on account of the respectful

conduct and manner of proceeding which he has made manifest, and purely for the regard

we entertain for him, we have accepted and complied with his request; we have ordained

that hereafter that high in rank shall warn all merchants and persons passing to and fro, to

discontinue to bring negroes by sea alone, and that they shall not export or import negroes

except by land, which is by no means forbidden.

That high in rank will be held responsible for the fulfilment of the orders contained in

this communication.

Written the month of Rejjeb, 1264. (June 1848.)
Translated by

(signed) J. Reed.

 

Extract of a LETTER ‘from Mr. Kennedy, Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge, to

. Lord Viscount Palmerston. oy ,

My Lord, Havana, 27 June 1848.

I wave the honour to report that I have heard of only one vessel having sailed hence

during the past month to be engaged in slave trade, the circumstances respecting which 1

am able to detail with some minuteness, as they have been the subject of a correspondence

between this Government and the Consul of the United States. :

In my despatch, No. 16, of this year, dated the 27th March last, I reported to your

Lordship the fact of some parties having gone from this place to New York to purchase

vessels tor slave trade. As soon as they arrived they bought an old vessel belonging to the

state, which had been lately used as a light-vessel at the entrance of the harbour, but had

been condemned and ordered to be sold. This vessel, so considered unfit to bear only a

light in the harbour of New York, was brought here to Cabafias, under the Santa Martha

flag, as the sailors reported when they were put on shore; a Spanish crew was taken on

board, with irons and other equipments for slave trade, and the vessel sailed thence imme-_

diately for the coast of Africa. The sailors, four in number, came on here in a, coaster,

and being unable to receive assistance from the person to whom they had been referred,

complained to the American consul, on whose interfering, that same person, named Ferrera,

paid the sailors’ demands, though protesting he had no knowledge of the parties; and the
captain of the coaster was put into prison,where he still is, for having brought the destitute —

sailors withouta licence. Here therefore is positive proof of a vessel sailing hence to be

engaged in slave trade, though it must be acknowledged, manifestly without the knowledge-

of the government.

I am credibly informed that there have been altogether six vessels despatched hence for

slaves, of which two are said to have been furnished with the means for that purpose by an
agent here of Queen Christina. -

On the 23d instant, there were reports current in the city of one or two of these vessels
having arrived with slaves, as it was said that 700 had been brought, respecting whom an
application had been made to the Captain-general for permission to be landed. The report
Theard, from good authority, stated that his Excellency refused to entertain the proposition,
or to receive the sums as paid to General O’Donnell, adding that if the landing were
denounced, he should proceed to seize the negroes. -,

I immediately made the communication to Mr.Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul-general,
and the correspondence thereon will have to form the subject of a subsequent despatch.

_ These 700 negtoes have been brought, according to report, to the neighbourhood of Cape
San Antonio, but it is probable they have not all been landed, if any.

I think it only justice to the Captain-general Roncali to say, that his administration so
far seems to have been carried on upon the justest and most honourable principles, giving
great satisfaction to this community, and -to the Creoles especially.

I have, &c.

(signed) = JamesKennedy.
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Appendix, No. 8.

LIST of Treamizs for the Suppression of the Suave Trapz, concluded by Great Britain with Native Chiefs of

Africa, as far as is known at the Foreign Office.
 

Eh
]

10

11

13

14

1

16

17

18

19

Names of Chiefs, Tribes,
or Districts.

Date of Conclusion
of Treaties,

Name of Officer
who signed Treaty.

Situation of Territory.

ay

Extent ofTerritory,

 

  

Cartabar, Nama Comba,
King of.

Passels, Chiefs of - -

Bolola, Rio Grande, King
Soleyman.

Rio Nunez, Chiefs of = -

North Bulloms,
Sherbro.

Malaghia, Chief of -

King

Fouricaria, King of -

Baieira, Chief of - -

Kaloom Country, includ-
ingRiver Soombah, and
Dobrekah and Tomba
Island.

Marsamma, Chiefs of = -

Timmanees, Chiefs of -

Sherboro, Chiefs of -

Kittam, Chiefs of - = +

Gallinas, Prince Mama,
and. Chiefs.

Manna, Chiefs of - -

Sagury - ditto - -

Cape Mount, King Fana
Touro, and Chiefs.

New Cestos, King, and
Prince Truman.

Grand Sisters, Chiefs -

LittleBooton - ditto

Garraway, Chiefs - =-

Grand Bereby, ditto =-  

23 April 1841

27 Feb.

21 -

29 Nov.

23 May

15 Nov.

16

29 -

18 Feb.

12

3 Dec.

21 Nov.

1 Jan.

18 Feb.

2 Jan.

1842

1847

1845

1847

1841

1848

1847

1840

1847

1848

1846

1841

1847

1847

1848

--H. V. Huntley,
Lieutenant-governor
of the Gambia.

- Lieutenant Lapidge,
H.M.S “ Pantaloon.”

-- Commander Mur-
ray, H.M.S. “ Fa-
vorite.”

ditto . - -

-- Governor of Sierra
Leone.

~ - Commissioners ap-
pointed by the go-

-- Governor ofSierra
Leone.

ditto

ditto

ditto —- -

ditto - -

- - Commander Mur-
ray, H.M.S. “ Favo-
rite.”

ditto - -

-~ Commander Den-.
man, H.M.S. “Wan-
derer.”

- - Commander Mur-
ray, H.M.S. “ Favo-
rite.”

- -ditto - +

- - Commander Bris-
bane, H.M.S. “Larne.”

- - Lieut. Seagram,
H.MS. “Termagant.”

-- Commander Mur-
yay, H.M.S. “ Favo-
rite.”

ditto +

ditto - -

ditto - - 

vernor of Sierra Leone.

 

- - District about 140 miles
up the Gambia.

- - Tribe inhabiting a dis-
trict north of Bissao about
12 deg. north.

-- District up Rio Grande,
which runs into the sea
11 deg. 35 min. north.

- - River running into the
sea about 10 deg. 30 min,
north.

-- District north of Sierra
Leone.

-- District in the neigh-
bourhood of Sierra Leone.

- - = ditto.

ditto.

ditto.

- - Inland district near
Sierra Leone.

ditto.

- ~ Territory south ofSierra
Leone, between that place
and Gallinas.

- - ‘From Malaloo to a
spot eight miles north of

- Gallinas.

About 7 degrees north.

~ - From Solymon River to
Manna Point.

- - Between Manna Point
and Cape Mount River.

- - About 6 deg. 45 min.
north.

- - About 5 deg. 50 min.
north.

River and district
about & deg. 30 min. north.

About 5 deg. 5 min. north

- - River and district about
4 deg. 30 min. north.

-- Town and district on
the Ivory Coast, about
6 deg. 53 min. west.  

———

40 miles of coast.

12 miles of coast.

-- & ditto, with
territory extend-
ing about 75 miles
inland.
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34

35

36

38

39

40

Names of Chiefs, Tribes,
or Districts.

Date of Conclusion
of Treaties.

Neme of Officer
who signed Treaty.

Situation of Territory. Extent of Territory.

 
 

 

Drewin, ditto ~ -

St. Andrew, ditto - -

Grand Lahon, ditto -

Antonio Lehon, ditto -

Jack Jaques, ditio- = -

Ivory Bay, ditto - -

Aboh, Obi Asai, Chief of

Egarrah, Ochijeh, Chief
of.

Creek Town, Old Calabar

River, Eyo, King of.

Calabar Town, Old Cala-

bar River.

Bimbia, King William -

Camaroons, King Acqua

Batanga, King William,
and Chiefs.

Danger or Mooney, Chiefs
of.

Malimba, ditto ~ -

Otondo, Chiefs of - - 
Foreign Office, 24 July 1848.

 

Camaroons, King Bell -

Batanga Benito, ditto -| 

26 Feb. 1848

© @
© 9 — _

2 Mar.

28 Aug. 1841

6 Sept.

6 Dec.

7 Feb. 1844

7 May 1841

5 July 1847

16

31 Mar. 1848

4 April

7 April

- Commander Murray,
H.MS. “ Favorite.”
- - ditto - -

ditto  - -

ditto - -

ditto - -

ditto ~- -

- - Niger Expedition
Commissioners.

ditto . - -

- Lieutenant ‘Blount,
H.ML.S. “ Pluto.”

- Commander Blonnt,
H.M.S. “ Pluto.”

- Commander Earle,
H.M.S. “ Rapid.”

-Commander Blount,
¥LM.S. “ Pluto.”

ditto - -

-- Commander Hope,
H.M.S. “ Bittern ;”
Commander M“Mur-
do, H.M.S. ‘ Con-
test.”

ditto - -

ditto - -

-- Commander Mur-
ray, H.M.S. “ Favo-
rite,”

ditto. - - 

| From longitude 6 deg.
‘30 min. west to 5 deg.
| 85 min. west.

Territories extending
from longitude 5 deg.
20 min. west to 4 deg.

lt west.

the apex of the Delta of
the Niger.

- - District up the Niger,
beyond Aboh.

-- River in the Bight of
Biafra.

ditto.

-- Territory near the en-
trance of the River Cama-
roons.

-- River in the Bight of
Biafra.

ditto.

-+ Territory south of River
Cameroons, in about 30
deg. north.

» - River to the south of
Cape St. John’s, in about
1 deg. north.

-- River falling into the
sea in 8 deg. 88 min.
north.

|~- From 1 deg. 50 min.
north to Point Campo, in
2 deg. 20 min. north.

- + Territory extending
northward from Cape St.
John to 1 deg. 50 min.
north. 

-~- Town and district near |

 

-~ About 60miles
of coast.

-- About 85 miles
of coast.

-- About 25 miles
of coast.

ditto.
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Lerrer from Captain Mansel, x. n., to William Hutt, Esq., Chairman of Select Committee
on Slave Trade.

My dear Sir,
I necrer to find that I have, inadvertently,

90, Mount-strect, 28 July 1848.
conveyed an erroneous impression of

Captain Denman’s plan for the suppression of the slave trade, in my answer toQuestion

4611, before the Committee over which you preside. I there have set forth the difficulty

of 24 vessels, at anchor, blockading an-extent of coast of above 2,000 miles, and sub-
mitted to the judgment of the Committee how great an extent of coast that must leave

unguarded.
On a more careful perusal of the memorandumgiven in by Captain Denman, I find his

plan to be, a blockade of the known places of embarkation, while the method of keeping
the blockading vessels actually at anchor is not contemplated.

I think, in: common candour, it is quite due to Captain Denman that I should set this

matter in a fair light, as I should be extremely sorry to cause him any annoyance whatever,
although we differ so materially in our views. °

 

Tremain, &c.
(signed) George Mansel.

Appendix, No. 9.
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Apperidix, No. 10,

RETURN ofStave Vessets Condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court at St. Helena, between the 1st of January and
 

 

NAME and RIG NAME

of NATION. of

VESSEL. MASTER.

1. Brigantine “ Qua-| Brazilian - | A. P. Nunes -
torze de Novem-
bro.”

. Schooner “ Santa
Anna.”

w
e

3. Barque “ Cidade
d’Angra.”

4, Brig “Gaio”—-

. Brig “ Umbelina”er
a

> Schooner, name
unknown.

7. Schooner,supposed
“ Sylphide.”

8. Brigantine “ Po-
dreira.”

9. Brigantine “ Maria
Constanca.”

10. Brigantine “ Leo-
poldina.”

11.Brigantine, name:
unknown,

12. Brig, name un-
known.

18, Schooner,
unknown.

name

14. Brigantine “ Im-
portador.”

15. Schooner,
unknown.

name

16. Brig “GentilAfri-
eano.”

17. Brigantine “ Ade-
laide.”

18. Schooner,
unknown,

name  

ditto -

ditto

unknown

Brazilian -

unknown -

ditto -

Brazilian -

ditto .

ditto -

unknown. -

ditto -

ditto -

Brazilian

unknown -

Brazilian

unknown

ditto - 

G.J. Pinheiro -

--J. A. de Alva-
renga.

unknown - -

J.J. dosSantos

unknown - -

- ditto  - -

J. F. de Mesquita

F..A. de Souza -

J.P. Madureira

unknown - =~

- ditto - -

- ditto - | -

F. J. Monteiro -

Antonio - -

R. A. da Cruz -

~ Manoel Sepri-
anno da, Costa.

unknown - -

 

  

29 Nov. 1847,

8 Feb. 1848.

18 Feb. 1848.

25 Jan. 1848.

26 Jan. 1848. 
"1 Feb. 1948.

 
Off Sangadanga Fac-
tory.

Off Bimbia.

6° 50'S.| 12° 7 E.

Of Cape Lopez. |

 
6° 48/ §. | 11° 9’ E.

6° 24' N.] 4°18’E.
Off Lagos.

'o-38/ 8,1 9° 7 E.
Off Sangadanga Fac-

 

DATE WHERE CAPTURED.

of SEIZER,

SEIZURE, Latitude. Longitude.

19 Oct. 1847. | 8° 4’ S. ) 12°45’ E.| - CommanderChads,
Her Majesty’s steamer
* Styx.”

11 Dee. 1847. | 6° 59°S.| 110 52’ E.| - - ditto - -

27 Dec, 1847,| 6° 30’ S. | 12° 15’ E.| - - ditto -  .

16 Dec, 1847. | 8° 19 8. | 18°11 E.} ~~ - ditto -

1 Jan. 1848,|. 7° 7! S. 112° 43/'E.| - - ditto - -

1 Dec, 1847,| 0° 88’ S. | 9° 7/ E.| - CommanderLevinge,
Off Sangadanga Fac-| Her Majesty’ssteamer

tory. “ Devastation.”

(24 Jan. 1848. | 7° 2’ S. ] 12° 18’ E.| - Commander Chads,
Her Majesty’s steamer
6 Styx.”

4 Jan. 1848, | 7° 10° S.| 12°40 E.[- - ditto - -

12 Jan. 1848. | 7° 10'S. | 12°18'E.|- - ditto- +

14 Jan. 1848. | 7° 0° S,| 12°45'E.|- - ditto-  -

16 Jan. 1848. | 6° 50'S, | 12°88 E.j- - ditto- +

1 Dec. 1847, | 0° 38° 8. | 9° 7 E.| - CommanderLevinge,
Her Moajesty’s stcamer
* Devastation.”

ditto - =~ -

- Coramander Farquhar
Her Majesty’s ship
“ Albatross.”

- Commander Wood,
Her Majesty’s ship
“ Hound.”

- Commander Chads,
Her Majesty’s steamer

“Styx.”

- Commander Michell,|

Her Majesty’s steamer

« Devastation.” ,

- Commander Wood,)
Her Majesty’s ship
* Hound.” tory.  
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the 8th of June

Appendix, No. 10.

1848 (the Date of the last Reports), so far as the same have been Reported to the Foreign Office.

 

DATE

of

SENTENCE.

Number
of

Slaves
Captured.

Number
Died
before

Adjudica-
tion,

Total
Number
Emanci-
pated.

 —_

a7 Jan. 1848

31 Jan. 1848

~ - -

'B Feb. 1848

14 Feb. 1848

94 Feb. 1848

98 Feb. 1848

6 Mar. 1848

17 Mar. 1848

20 Mar.

28 Mar. 1848 
0.53.

1848 |

48  40  

TONNAGE,

BRITISH

ADMEASUREMENT.

STATUTE UNDER
WHICH SENTENCE

WAS PASSED.

REMARKS.

 

 

Length, 65 ft.- —-
Breadth, 19 ft. 4 in.
Depth, 9ft. 7 in.

Length, 56 ft. Gin. -
Breadth, 14 ft.
Depth, 9 ft. 3 in.

276

Length, 106 ft. 4 3 in.
Breadth, 21 ft. 6 in.
Depth, 12 ft.

191

49 3

Length, 85 ft. 7 4 in.
Breadth, 19 ft. 6 in.
Depth, 10 ft. 3 in.

Length, 78 ft. -
Breadth, 19 ft. 3in. ©
Depth, 10 ft.

Length, 89 ft. Gin. -
Breadth, 24 ft. 3 in.
Depth, 18 ft.

Length, 95 ft. - . -
Breadth, 26 it.
Depth, 12 ft.

“Length, 125% =-
Breadth, 28 ft."
Depth, 14 ft.

Length, 70ft.- —-
Breadth, 16 ft.
Depth, 6 ft.

il?.

Length, 40 ft. =) -
Breadth, 8 ft. 10 in.
Depth, 3ft. 9in. 11 tns.

3163.

na. “140 3

Length, 35 ft. - ... --
Breadth, 8 ft.
Depth, 3 ft. 9 in, 10.ts.

8 & 9 Vict. c. 122.

- - ditto.

ditto.

2&3 Vict.c.73 --

8 & 9 Vict. c. 122.

2 & 8 Vict. c. 78

- - ditto: -

8 & 9 Vict. e. 122.

- - ditto.

ditto. 
2&3 Vict.c.73 -

ditto - -

8 & 9 Vict. c. 122.

2 & 3. Viet. c, 73

8.& 9 Vict. c. 122,

-. .= ditto - - 
- - ditto. - -

2&8 Vict.¢.738 <  

-- Had Brazilian colours
on board, but no papers.

-- Had Brazilian colours
‘on board, but no papers.

- ~ Displayed Brazilian
colours, but hadno papers,

- Had no colours orpapers
on board. ,

ditto.

ditto.

_2 i+ ditto.

-- Had Brazilian colours
on board, but no papers.

- - Had no papers or colours
on board.

(continued)
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Rerunn of Slave Vessels Condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court at
 

NAME
WHERE CAPTURED.

 

Latitude. Longitude.

a,——-.,a

SEIZER,

 

 

NAME and RIG DATE

of NATION, of of
VESSEL. MASTER SEIZURE.

19. Brig “Monarcha”| unknown -| - Domingo José | 13 Feb. 1848
o Mareall. °

20. Schooner “Con-| ditto ~ | Manoel Pereira | 28 Nov. 1847.
‘ceicao.”

21. Brigantine, name| ditto - | Antonio Dias -| 9 Feb. 1848
unknown.

22, Ditto - -1 ditto - |unknown - - | 24 Feb. 1848

23. Brig, “Flora.” - | Brazilian -| - Joao de Souza| 13 Mar. 1848
Ribeiro.

24. Brigantine, “Con- | unknown -| Libernio Nones-| 28 Feb. 1848
stancia.”

25, Schooner, “Ne-| Brazilian -| - Carlos Augusto| 20 Mar. 1848
reife.” de Moraes.

26. Brig, “ Zefiro” -| ditto -|- - Bernardino | 31 Mar. 1848
Francisco de
Freitas.

27. Brigantine “Ve-| ditto  -|-~- Francisco de |24 Mar. 1848
nus.” Paula a’Olli-

veira.

98. Brig “Mercurio.” | ditto -|- - Bernardino| 7 April 1848
Francisco de
Freitas.

29. Cahique “ Vigi- | ditto -| - José Joao Rod-}25 Mar. 1848
lante.” riquez, :

30. Brig “ Princeza| ditto -| - Joaquim Luiz | 3 April 1848
dona Isabel.” de Avila.

31. Brigantine, “Te- | Brazilian -| - José Maria do 8 May 1848|
merario.” Valle.

32. Brigantine, ‘Sao ditto - | -Josédos Santos | 17 Jan. 1848

Joao.” Mazano.

33. Brigantine, “ Sao ‘ditto -| - José Bernandes| 2 April'1848
Francisco Boa Borges.
Fe,”   

 

 3° 59'S. 

5° 58’ §.} 11° 30’ E.

a 7' §.

6 13'S.

8° §. 13° E.

7° 34’ 8,

9° 10'S.

© 198.

13° E.

7 8.ge

4° 2N.] 2° W:

10°

1 7S.

4 318.

3° 37'S.  

10° 54’ E.

10° 49’ E.

12° 20’ E.

12° 40’ E.

12° 47’FE.

12° 55' E.

9 E.

12° 56’ E.

10° 42’ E.

10° 49’ E.

- Commander Farquhar
Her Majesty’s ship
“ Albatross.”

- Commander M‘Mur.
do, Her Majesty’s ship
“ Contest.”

- = ditto - -

- Commander Chads,
Her Majesty’s steamer
“ Styx.”

- - ditto- ~  «

~ ~ Commander. Fayr-
quhar, Her Majesty’s
ship “ Contest.”

- Commander Kenyon,
Her Majesty’s ship
“ Cygnet.”

~ - Commander Fd-
munds, Her Majesty’s
ship ‘* Heroine.”

- -ditio- - -

- Ditto, Her Majesty’s
steamer “ Firefly” in
company.

- - Lieut. Lysaght, Her
Majesty’s steamer
* Grappler.”

- CommanderChaloner
Her Majesty’s ship
« Syren.”

- Commander M‘Mur-|.
do, Her Majesty’s ship
“ Contest.”

- - Commander Chalo-
ner, Her Majesty’s ship
“Syren.”

= + ditto- - -  
 

Torat Number of Slave Vessels condemned, 33. Total. Number of Slaves captured, 1,172.

Foreign Office, 1 August 1848. |
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St. Helena, between the Ist of January and the 8th of June 1848—continued.

 

 

       

 

DATE Number | Nueber | Total TONNAGE, STATUTE UNDER

of Soives | before | Number BRITISH WHICH SENTENCE REMARKS.

SENTENCE.| Captured. | AdMtict| “pated, | ADMEASUREMENT. WAS PASSED.

~- - = |e -|- -|- -| Length, 94ft. -  -| 2&8 Vict.c.738  -| -- Had Brazilian colours

Breadth, 27 ft. on board, but no papers.

Depth, 18 ft.

31 Mar. 1848 { - -|- -|- -| Length, 81f.-  -|+ + ditto - -| ~~ Had no papers or colours

Breadth, 21 ft, 4 in. on board.

| Depth, 9 ft. 3 in.

- - - j- -l- -|- -| Length, 108 ft. ==| - - ditto - -~ | -- Had Brazilian colours

Breadth, 27 ft. 3 in. ' | on board, but no papers.
Depth, 12 ft. 9 in..

~ + = fe -[- -|- - | Length, 85 ft. 4hin-|-) - ‘ditto -.  - | -- Had no papers or colours

Breadth, 21 in. on board.

Depth, 12 ft. 2 in.

10 April 1848| - -|- -|- -| Length, 36 ft. 2in. -| 8&9 Vict. ce. 122.

, Breadth, 24 ft. Lin. ,

Depth, 13 ft. 24 in.

- - - j- -|- -j- -| Length, 78 ft. - -| 2&8 Vict.c. 73 --|-- Had Brazilian colours

Breadth, 22 ft. - on board, but no papers.

Depth, 14 ft.

18 April 1848 354 55 299 1012 8 & 9 Vict. c. 122.

iMaytess-f- -}- cde - 180 - = ditto.

oo. de fee fe}| Length, 84 ft. ging -|- > ditto,
Breadth, 20 ft. 6 in.
Depth, 12 ft. 6 in.

aMayis48-$- vy TPT 218 - + ditto.

- ~ - - ~[- =j- - 74 - - ditto.

30 May 1848]. 275| 81 194 149 - = ditto. |

30 May 1848 495. 19 476 128 .. - - ditto.

1 June 1848 |-- -[- -|- - Length, 83 ft.6in. | - - ditto. —

Breadth, 21 ft. 10 in.
Depth, 13 ft. 6in. -

1 June 1848| - -|- -|- - | Length, 79f.6in. -|- - ditto.

o ‘Breadth, 21 fit. 4in. | |
Depth, 14 ft. - =|  
 

Number of Slaves who died before adjudication, 163. Total Number of Slaves Emancipated, 1,009.

0.53.
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PAPER delivered in by Mr. Cliffe.

Appendiz, No. 11. From the earliest records of men’s existence, it appears that slavery or bondage has been |

coeval with his social condition and the rights of property; but in most instances, the

slave, serf, or bondsman was of his master’s colar, and thus was sooner or later lost to view
by amalgamation. From the striking dissimilarity of the African race to the people amongst

whom they are expatriated, few of them totally disappear in this manner, and they continue
to exist in different countries as a distinct people, upon whom neither slavery, forced labour,
nor freedom effects those marked and decided changes which they would on any other por-

tion of mankind.
In fact, a large number of the natives of Africa are born slaves. Many, too, are daily

made slaves of, under arrest for debt, others as prisoners of war or as criminals; and the
facility with which this is done rendérs the custom so general, that unless some striking

change should occur, it will continue to exist for ages.
Among the Africans themselves, it would seem that the foreign slave trade is thought

requisite as a compulsory emigration, rendered necessary by the prolific nature of the African

race; and this evil is augmented by the equal proportions of the sexes not being more regu-

larly observed among those who arecarried. away into slavery. The population, for any

given period, may not be in excess of the amount of food needed for ‘their subsistence, and

which is easily produced; but the slave-owners in Aftica preferring women to men for all

agricultural pursuits, the births are excessive relative to the population.

From various causes, this people have not improved their social condition in the course of

the last 2,000 years, except it may be that by the introducticn of the musket their forays

have become more bloody, but at the same time of shorter duration, and more quickly

decided.
Their fondness, like other savages, for spirituous liquors, their incessant wars, their ac-

knowledged disregard of human life, the cruel treatment of their captives, the way in which

these, as slaves, are made to travel down to the coast, the detention of them at pestiferous
stations at the mouths of rivers, their horrible sufferings during the middle passage, and the

universal knowledge, even of the negroes, that slavery only ends with life, are all notorious

facts;yet what have the inhabitants of Africa done to remedy this state of things? In short,

if the first steps of the slave traffic did not begin with them, the white man could not suc-

ceed in kidnapping them in any considerable numbers. This will show at once the difficulty

of effectually putting a stop to that trade in which the Africans are the prime movers. And

from the malignity of the climate being such as to deter even the cupidity of the whites »

from forming settlements in the country, and thus exterminating the natives by the advance

of civilization, as has been the case in other places, Africa remains a breeding market for

tropical labour. Whilst, however, their own unfettered exertions have done nothing for the

real improvement of the country, or the civilization of the people, their forced labour has

developed in a very great measure the resources of the new world. There it has rendered

the agricultural and mineral productions of the tropics available for the gradual and in-

creased requirements of the advancing commerce of the globe; and thus, through the aid of

the coloured race, much has been done towards converting what once were luxuries into

necessaries of life. The various tropical products are now regularly demanded, regardless
of the circumstances of those employed in raising them.
The history of the world shows us that Infinite Wisdom has intended every country to

contribute its particular productions as its contribution to the real or acquired wants of man-
kind; but has not Africa shown itself hitherto incompetent to fulfil this law? Preserved by
its pestilential climate from becoming the scene of colonization or research, it has per-
formed its part only in assisting to develope the resources of tropical and meridional America,
at the expense of neglecting the riches of its own soil; and this debt is due from us to

Africa, that we ought to endeavour to direct to right ends the energies of that country. Many
and zealous have been the schemes of the philanthropist and the visionary to remedy the

present unnatural state of things; these attempts have not succeeded in attaining. the

desired ends. Scarcely one single effort has resulted in anything more than an expenditure

of tife and money, although the arguments in their favour have been carefully deduced from
facts. But springing as they have from such a very different branch of the human family,
‘they have totally failed becatise oftheir misapplication to Africa, without leaving a lingermg .

trace behind to show the futility of proceedings conducted on such an unsound basis, or in
any way lessening the sum total of Africa’s sufferings and iisery.
The British Government have tried fora series of years treaties, diplomacy, blockades of

lines of coast, both in Africa-and South America, and still the slave trade is avowedly on
the increase, and attended with horrors such as even the. old buccaneers, those fierce

avengers of Spanish cruelty, would scarcely have practised. All attempts to suppress it
hitherto have only produced an increase of misery and cruelty unparalleled in the annals

of crime, and which no language can adequately describe. Until now it has usually been sup-

posed that slavers would give up their vessels to any show of force; but before long ast of
things
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dhings will arise very different to this. Frequent contests will take place, adding something

more to the loss of black and white life, and to the horrors of a trade which has baffied

England’s legislation, and defied her boasted supremacy on the ocean. Besides which, it

must not be forgotten how much British commercial interests have and must suffer by

those harassing legislative crusades in the nominal cause of Africa’s freedom. Yet with all

this, the West Indian and Mauritius planters are almost entirely ruined, and the merchants

connected with them, that once princely class of men, have seen the accumulated wealth of

years gradually swept away, and themselves reduced to beggary.

The remedy for this state of things would be to allow the free importation of blacks to

those countries which require them, under the strictest Government superintendence. Let

them serve, say for eight or ten years, in the performance of such works as those in which

they are now usually employed; let the numbers of the sexes be kept as nearly equal as

possible; let. the Abolition and Anti-Slavery Societies, which are nearly useless as ‘at.

resent constituted, keep a careful watch, by means of their agents, over those indentured

blacks, to insure their receiving such treatment as may be declared by some special enact-

ment, under penalty of forfeiture of the indentures, should it not be fully aud satisfactorily

earried out. At the end of their engagements it should be left optional with the negroes

to return to Africa or to remain as free labourers; but the cost of their return might be

defrayed out of a fund to be obtained by an annual capitation tax ; and it should be made

compulsory to furnish those who do return, out of that fund, with useful tools to a certain

amount for each family, to be delivered to them on their arrival on the African coast.

By thus acting, the slave trade im its present form would cease. There is little doubt

that the Governments of Spain and the Brazils would readily enter into these or similar

arrangements ; for they well know that a period must arrive when, in their respective coun-

tries, through the gradual spread of black blocd, the white men.will disappear, or a more

sudden extinction of the whites will take place from some outburst of violence, produced

by real or imaginary grievances, influenced and acted upon by some popular master

wind. With this command of free labour the English colonies might be expected soon

to resume their more than wonted prosperity; the curse of absenteeism would be got rid

of, and although the colonists would be subjected to many disadvantages in the shape

of local taxes, wrong cultivated and expensive lands, insular position in regard to sup-

plies of many kinds, &c., yet the superior energies of the Anglo-Saxon race, with all ‘its

appliances of ingenuity, improvements, and superior machinery, would overcome these

obstacles, and enable them speedily to compete in quantity and quality of production with

those more favoured localities where taxes are light, lands of superior description are of

small value, and provisions, especially meat, are cheap and plentiful. Sugar in various

forms would enter largely as an article of food into the consumption of the European popu-

lation, with much benefit to their health, and there would be a great increase in the demand

for colonial produce throughout Great Britain, Those emancipated blacks who are now

wasting their lives in places where estates are out of cultivation and going to ruin, would he

compelled to work for reasonable wages, or retire from districts where active operations

were carrying on. Many, rather than remove,. would be reclaimed from a course of idle-

ness, theft, and debauchery, to become useful workmen, when they found that they could no

longer subsist without exerting themselves to work in some form or other; and by having

constantly before them the example of well-regulated and well-governed labourers, they _

would be compelled to apply themselves to a life of activity and industry.

It now remains to be shown the effects which the returned free labourers and their families

would have upon Africa. They would revisit their native country before they were de-

Africanized, or, in other words, before they had lost their language, or the power of with-

standing the climate. They might be located in masses, forming a sort of colonies in or as

near to as possible those parts of the country from which they originally came; whilst

they mixed freely with their countrymen, their own already acquired habits oflabour would

not cease at once; they would grow more than sufficient for their own subsistence; and,

. like so many plants rooted in the African soil, they would be the germs from which com-

merce, civilization, and religion would spring. ;

The inhabitants of the interior are less vicious aud corrupted, and superior in every. way

to those on the coast; but through the agency of these néw labourers, the limited boun-

daries of the 50 miles of coast and 70 miles of rivers and creeks frequented by the present

traders would soon be enlarged. The introduction of tools would assist labour, and the

fondness of the negroes for European fabrics for dress would stimulate them to produce an

equivalent.for trade or barter. The rivers would be deepened in search of gold, a work for

which the African has a strongpredilection ; and it is well known that, under proper encou-

ragement, the rivers of Africa are capable of producing annually an amount of gold equal,

perhaps, to that of Russia. These ‘workings, too, would have a tendency to drain the swamps,

rendering many of them dry and fertile soils. The malaria of the interior would be greatly

and rapidly dirhinished when the country was brought under subjection to the hand of man,

whilst the general development of its natural resources would foster the desire for the

accumulation of wealth, which is said to prevail among the inland population. =~

The British Government would have an opportunity of looking after and protecting the

African trade, which, from various causes, the chiefs in some places would much rather carry

on under the French than the English flag. This trade 1s seldom attended to. by the

English cruisers, who have as much as they can well do.in looking after the slavers. I

should regret to see this trade paralysed by the rival efforis of another nation, which founds

colonies without being able to keep them ; and I think that, in the course of events, under

0.53. - proper
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proper management, the British flag might soon fly upon every spot worth holding on the
whole coast of Africa, and a trade be established most valuable to English commerce,

It seems to be a favourite theory with some persons at the present time (see the Hon.
Captain Denman’s Evidence), that free labourers might, with the consent of their chiefs, be
picked up from the coast in considerable numbers. This, however, would be only another
name for slave trading, as the chief would receive the entire amount agreed upon for such
labourers’ hire, The plan would also be, commercially, highly objectionable, as the Kroomen
and Fishmen of the coast, to whom particular reference is here made, serve as sailors, canoe-
men, oil and butter makers, wood-cutters, &c.; and if they should be taken away, how are
their places to be supplied? Besides which, the very paucity of their numbers would very
little advantage the planters, and would only tantalize them with the prospect of what
might be done if the Legislature dealt fairly with them ; whilst the African trade, deprived
of those services, would be seriously injured by such a measure.
Now, as the energies of the whites soon acquired for them the possession of the American

continent, because it was richer or gave hopes of more easily acquired wealth than the old
world, the same views, properly carried out, would produce similar results in a country
whose proverbial riches tempted the ancient mistress of the world to plant colonies in its
more northern provinces.

There would also be plenty of room for an entire and beneficial display of the several
societies, who might do much permanent good, without a corresponding amount of annoy-
ance and evil.

LT regret that from the completion of materials which 25 years have furnished me with,
relative to the African, his wants, and his wishes, I have only been able partially to throw
any light upon a subject worthy of a more able investigation, and upon which the future
happiness of so many thousands, if not millions, depends. As Great Britain took the first
active steps in the establishment of the slave trade, I trust she will be the first to repair
the evils of it, and put a stop to the perpetration of those wholesale murders which are
the necessary consequences of that trade as now carried on. Those who are weil ac-
quainted with it firmly believe that it cannot be forcibly put down, so long as the price
occasioned by the demand for slaves continues so high.

These views may, unfortunately, not be in accordance with those of more influential
parties ; but the various evils adverted to are beginning to force themselves on the attention
of many, and serious changes will be eventually imperiously called for.

I have purposely avoided the recital of any details connected with the trade; of the
sufferings of the blacks when captured by the cruisers ; of the misfurtunes of the planters,
the losses of traders, and the ruin of merchants; nor have-I attempted to describe the
legislative enactments requisite for carrying the plan proposed into effect; the allowance
to be given to the indentured negroes, their work, treatment, religious instruction; the
capitation tax; their allotments of land; the means to be taken to prevent their leaving
Africa, unless with their own consent, or their longer detention in the countries to which
they should be taken than might be declared legal, as it is desirable first of all to consider
and ascertain whether the plan, the outlines of which are here given, is capable of confer-
ring the much-desired benefit on all parties.

T would only observe that soldiers enlist for about the same period as I propose for
the indentured service of the Africans, and yet it 1s affirmed that a great boon has been con-
ceded to the former.

 

An AvperaGE of the Price paid for Saves in Brazil in the following Years, taken_
from the Books of a Proprietor on the Sea Coast.

$ e
1825. Average price of fair sample of slaves - - - - 200 to 250
1828. Ditte - - - - ditto- - - + ~ - ~ 300 to 350
1830. Ditto ordinary and very ordinary ~—- - - - - 700 to 800
» Ditto picked ones ~ - - - - ~ - - - to 4,000

1882. Average price of slaves - - 6 = - - 750 to 650
° 1833. Ditto - - - - - - - - - - - to 500
1834. Ditto - - = - = = - > = = = = to 456
1835. Ditto - ~ - - = - - - - - 350 to 300
1836. Ditto’ - = - - - - ~ - - - - =— to 300

1837. Ditto -  - - - = - - - - - to 806
1838. Ditto - - ‘: - - - - - - —- to 300
1841. Ditto - ~ - ~ - - - - - - 600 to Fue

1842. Ditto - - - + - - - = -- - 600 to 706
1843. Average price of slaves, and very inferior, from suffermg - 700 to 800

» Ditto, picked ones - - -~, = - - - = to 900
1844. Average price ordinary slaves, and thin -- ‘s - -. 800 to 706

1845. Ditto - - - ditto -- ditto - ~~ . - - 650 to 600
1846. Ditto - - - ditto - ditto- = - - “- -600 to 540
1847. Ditto - - - ditto - ditto - - - - 450 to 400.
1848. Ditto, but only assumed on my part - © 350 to 300
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By dividing the milreis by eight and half, the product will be pounds sterling: at the

present moment, to divide by nine would be more correct.

The wealthier planters and miners will give rather more for boys of 10 to 14 years of age

than for older ones.

If past 20 years of age, they are more frequently sold to poorer people, and some credit

given.
; ;

* Girls range from 22. to 32. less, in the retail trade, than boys; in the wholesale, equal on

the average.

In the year the slave trade legally ceased they brought people that were useless, to make

up the cargo; @ fourth class.

In the interior the prices would average from 10 to 20 per cent. higher; of course subject

to loss on the road, and a 30 to 90 days’ credit: if longer credit is given, it is added at 1

to 2 per cent. per month.
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