* Center for Research Libraries
q GLOBAL RESOURCES NETWORK

The Center for Research Libraries scans to provide digital delivery of its holdings. In some cases
problems with the quality of the original document or microfilm reproduction may result in a lower
quality scan, but it will be legible. In some cases pages may be damaged or missing. Files include OCR
(machine searchable text) when the quality of the scan and the language or format of the text allows.

If preferred, you may request a loan by contacting Center for Research Libraries through your
Interlibrary Loan Office.

Rights and usage

Materials digitized by the Center for Research Libraries are intended for the personal educational and
research use of students, scholars, and other researchers of the CRL member community. Copyrighted
images and texts may not to be reproduced, displayed, distributed, broadcast, or downloaded for other
purposes without the expressed, written permission of the copyright owner.

Center for Research Libraries

Identifier: a575ad8a-5d07-4028-b6a6-680afd9fd8ce
Range: Scans 001 - 338

Downloaded on: 2022-05-21 14:25:29



Class B.

CORRESPONDENCE

ON

THE SLAVE TRADE

WITH

FOREIGN POWERS,

PARTIES TO TREATIES,

UNDER WHICH

CAPTURED VESSELS ARE TO BE TRIED BY MIXED TRIBUNALS

From January 1 to December 31, 1846, inclusive.

Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty.
| 1847.

— — —

LONDON:
PRINTED BY T. R. HARRISON,






- Class B.—1846.

LIST OF PAPERS.

SPAIN.

No.

1 The Duke of Sotomayor to the Earl of Aber-
deen

2 Mr. Bulwer to the Earl of Aberdeen ..
One Enclosure

3 Mr. Bulwer io the Earl of Aberdeen ..
Two Enclosures

4 The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Bulwer .

Two Enclosures

5 The Earl of Aberdeen to the Duke of Soto-
mayor One Enclosure
6 The Duke of Sotomayor to the Earl of Aber-
deen One Enclosure

7 The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Bulwer.
Two Enclosures

8 The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Bulwer..
Four Enclosures
9 The Duke of Sotomayor to the Earl of Aber-
deen One Enclosure
10 The Duke of Sotomayor to the Earl of Aber-
deen One Enclosure
11 The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Bulwer..
One Enclosure

>

12 The Duke of Sotomayor to the Earl of Aber-
deen One Enclosare
13 The Duke of Sotomayor to the Earl of Aber-
deen . One Enclosure
14 Mr. Bulwer to the Earl of Aberdeen .

15 Mr. Bulwer to the Earl of Aberdeen ..

Three Enclosures

16 M. Tacon to Viscount Palmerston .

One Enclosure
17 M. Tacen to Viscount Palmersion ..

One Enclosure

I8 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bulwer .

19 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bulwer .

20 Visconnt Palmerston 1o Mr. Bulwer ..
One Enclosure

e

21 Mr.J erningham to Viscount Palmerston
One Enclosure

22 M. Tacon to Vigconnt Palmerston e
- One Enclosure,
28. M. Tacon to Viscount Palmerstpn . .

CLASS B.

One Enclosule )

Date.
1846
Not
dated
Jan. 3
Jan., 3

Jan. 22

Jan, 24
Jan. 28
Feb. 5
Mar. 3
Mar. 18
23

29

Apr.
Apr.

May 8
May 20

.| May 11

May 31
Juy 9
July 23

..| Aug. 8
.| Aug. 11

Aug.14]

Aug. 13
Aug. 23

SePo l‘l

Receipt.
1846
Jan. 8

Jan. 12

Jan, 12

Jan. 30

‘Mar. 18
Apr. 25

May 12

May 22
May 28
June 10
July 10
July 23

Aug. 22
Aug. 26

Sep. 12

SUBJECT.

Further list of emancipados made
free

Improved conduct of authorities

of Cuba as to Slave Trade ..

Proposed purchase of the “ Rom«
ney” by Government of Cuba

Communications of Her Majesty’s
Consul-General on Slave Irade
returned to him . s

Case of the « ban Antomo, alias
« Cayman” .,

Further list of emanclpados made
free .

Case of the « San Antomo,” ahas
«Cayman” ..

Purchase of the « Romney by
Government of Cuba

List of emancipados made free in
J.muary . .. .

Ditto in February ..

.o

Alleged landing of 400 slaves
near the Havana, for P.For-
cade, from the ¢ San José™

Denial of landing of slaves near
Havana .

List of emancipados made free in
March .

Alleged landmo- of slaves mear
Havana from the “ San José”
Ditto e e .e
List of emancipados made free in
April .. ve - .
Ditto in May .. e

" | Iliegal re-assignment of emanci.

pados in Cuba .

To urge better promulrratlon in
Cuba of the penal law against
Slave Trade ..

The Spanish Commxssary Judwe
at the Havana a large slave
owner ‘

Re-assignment of emanc:pados in
Cuba .

List of emanclpados made free in
June .. s es

Case of the  Josefa” ..

Pago

L W u S B

10
11
14
15

16

19
20

21
21

23
24



List or PAPERS.

1
No. Date. Receipt. SUBJECT.
1846 1846
24 M. Tacon to Viscount Palmerston . Oct. 8] Oct. 9| List of emancipados made freein
v One Enclosure July ..
25 Viscount Palmerston to M. Tacon «] Oct. 12 Acknowledgment of precedm«r
Urging immediate freedom of
: all remaining emancipados
26 M. Tacon to Viscount Palmerston QOct. 22} Oct. 23 | List of emancipados made free in
One Enclosure August
27 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bulwer QOct. 27 .e Disposal of the crews of Spamsh
One Enclosure slavers condemned at Sierra
Leone .
28 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bulwer .. Nov. 18 . Commum(,atlons on Slave Trade
One Enclosure to be made to the Captain-
General of Cuba by Her Ma-
jesty’s Commissioners, and not
by Her Majesty’s Consul-Gene-
ral
29 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bulwer .. .. | Dec. 10 To suggest removal of Spamsh
Six Enclosures Commissary Judge at the Ha-
vana ..
30 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bulwer .. Dec. 14 Emancipados. To press immedi-
Two Enclosures ate liberation
31 M. Tacon to Viscount Palmerston Dec. 21 | Dec, 22 | List of emancipados made free in
One Enclosure September
82 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Tacon .. Dec. 31 Case of the < Josefa” .
SPAIN. (Consular)—Havana.
: 1845 1846
83 Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber- {Dec. 1] Jan. 7 | Case of the ¢ Atalanta,” alias
deen Ten Enclosures ¢ Robert Wilson” .
34 Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber-|{ Dec. 2| Jan. 7| Denunciations of slavers ..
deen Four Enclosures
85 Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber-{ Dec. 10| Jan. 31 | Kelsall family .. . .
deen
1846
36 The Earl of Aberdeen to' Consul-General | Jan. 28 Communications on Slave Trade
"Crawford One Enclosure| - with the Captain-General ..
37 The Earl of Aberdeen to Consul-General | Jan. 31 Eve Kelsall .. .
Crawford . Oue Enclosure :
38 The Earl of Aberdeen to Consul-General | April 1 . American schooner “RobertWil-
Crawford One Enclosure son,” late British ¢ Atalanta”
89 Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber- | Feb. 24 | Apr. 11 | Landing of 400 negroes. Mr.
deen ‘Five Enclosures Crawford’s letter returned by
the Captain-General ..
40 Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber- Mar. 9{ Apr. 11 | Bahamas negroes held in slavery
deen ' in Cuba ..
41 Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber- | Mar, 9| Apr. 11 | Communications on Slave Trade
deen with the Captain-General ..
42 Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber- | Mar. 9| Apr. 11| Kelsall family. Application to
deen One Enclosure Governor of Bahamas for proof
) , , of freedom .. .
43 The Earl of Aberdeen to Consul-General | Apr. 29 Kelsall family and other British
Crawford i i subjects held in slavery ..
44 Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber-| Mar. 15 | May * 7 | Letter to Captain-General de- -
deen Six Enclosures nouncing a slaver returned
45 Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber-| Mar. 27 | May 7 | General O’Donnell ordered to
deen Two Enclosures receive communications on
Slave Trade made to him by
Her Majesty’s Consul-General
46 Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber-| Apr, 2 |May 7| Kelsall family and other British
. deen Five Enclosures subjects held in slavery .
47 Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber-| May 9 |June 8| American schooner ¢ Robert
deen Wilson,” late British * Ata-
lanta” .
48 The Earl of Aberdeen to Consul-General | June 30 Communications on Slave Trade
Crawford Two Enclosures to Captain-General .
49 Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber- |June 8|July 6 British registers of the « Ata-
deen lanta” and “Stanley” .
50 Cons:lxl-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber- | June 10 | July 6 | Re-assignment of emanclpados
een
51 Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber- | June 10 |{July 6 | British negroes held in slavery.
deen Kelsall family, &e. .. oo
52 Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aber- | June 13 Aug. 8|“Numa” and “Rauret” captured
deen by Her Majesty’s ship “Darmg
53 Cons;l;General Crawford to the Earl of Aber-|July 9 }'Aug. 8| Cases of the “Numa"” and
n b ¢ Ranrat? -

Page

27

28
28

29

30

30
35

35
36

.39

44
46

42
47

48

49
.

51

52

53

56
57

60
60

61
61



Lisr or Papegs.

No. Date. Receipt. ™ SUBJECT.
1846 1846
54 Consul-General Crawford to Viscount Palmer-| Sept. 6] Oct. 7 | Communications on Slave Trade
ston with the Captain-General
55 Viscount Palmerston to Consul-General Craw- | Nov. 11 . Prohibition from administering
ford (Circular) to the estates of slave-owners
deceased T .

SPAIN. (Consular)—Porto Rico.

‘ 1846 1846
56 Consul Lindegren to the Earl of Aberdeen ..|Mar. 10| Apr. 13 | 800 slaves waiting for shipment
in the Rio Pongos. Cargo

X landed near Havana .. .
57 The Earl of Aberdeen to Consul Lindegren ..{ Apr. 28] .. Alleged landing of slaves in

One Enclosure Porto Rico
58 Consul Lindegren to the Earl of Aberdeen ..]June 6| July 6|Ditto .. :
59 Consu!l Lindegren to the Earl of Aberdeen ..|June 26 | July 21 | Slaver fitting out'at San Juan .
60 Consul Lindegren to the Earl of Aberdeen .. | July 11| Aug. 6] Slaver reported in precedmg
. detained by Governor

SPAIN. (Consular)—Port Makhon.

1846 1846
61 Vice-Consul Dalzell to Mr, Bidwell .. .| Aug. 81 | Sept. 18
Two Enclosures

Slaver fitted out at Palmas

SPAIN. (Consular)—Manila.

1846 1846 '
Jan. 20 April 1| Sugar exported from Manila

raised partly by slave labour. .

62 Consul Farren to the Earl of Aberdeen .-

PORTUGAL.

1845 1846
63 Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the| Dec. 30 { Jan. 17 | Conduct of Portuguese authori-
- Earl of Aberdeen One Enclosure ties with respect to Slave Trade.

ships to act against Slave Trade
within Porluguese waters on
the East Coast revoked - ...

64 Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the| Dec. 31 |Jan. 17 [ List of slavers captured by the -

Earl of Aberdeen One Enclosure Portuguese squadron in 1845
: 1846 ,
65 The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Howard de| Feb. 11 Non-recognition of Mr. Brand
Walden and Seaford as Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul

, at Loanda ..
66 Baron Moncorvoe to the Earl of Aberdeen .. | Mar. 10 | Mar. 10 | Complaints against the crews of
slavers being: landed = within
Portuguese territory in Africa
67 The Earl of Aberdeen to Baron Moncorvo ..| Mar. 18 .. Reply to precedmg e

68 Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the | Mar. 13 | Mar. 20| “ Bom Successo.” Reply to com-

Earl of Aberdeen One Enclosure| plaint against authorities of
Loanda .o
69 Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the| Mar. 17 | Mar. 26 | Mr. Brand’s exequatur sent -out
Earl of Aberdeen in September 1845 .. .
70 The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Howard de| Apr. 15 .. . | Slave Trade prosecutions. at the
‘Walden and Seaford One Enclosure Cape Verds .. . ..
71 Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the | Apr. 12 | Apr. 28 | ¢ Esperanca.” = Conduct of Por-
Earl of Aberdeen Three Enclosures| . tuguese Vice-Consul at Bahia
72 The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Howard de| Apr. 29 . Cbarge against - General Bastos,
‘Walden and Seaford One Enclosure of the Cape Verds, of con-
. : ) : . niving at Slave Trade ‘e
73 Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to th:{ May 10 [ May 30 { Slave Trade prosecutions at the
Earl of Aberdeen '~ ' Two Enclosures e Cape Verds .. .
74 Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the| May 12 | May 30 | Measures of Governor of Mo-
Earl of Aberdeen zambique against Slave Trade
75 Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the|June 12 | June 26 | Intentions of Count Lavradio
Earl of Aberdeen ‘ with respect to Slave Trade ..
76 The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Howard de| June 27 .. Exertions of Governor of Mo-
Walden and Seaford : zambique against Slave Trade
77 The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Howard de|June 27 . Mr. Foote appoinied Arbitrator
Walden and Seaford at Boa Vista

63

64

65
65
66
67

68

69

71

Permission to Her Majesty’s

73
74

75

76
76
77
79
79

- 80

82
83
85
86
86
87



W LisT or PAPERs.

No.-

78 The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Howard de
Walden and Seaford Six Enclosures
79 Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de
‘Walden and Seaford One Enclosure

80 Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de
Walden and Seaford One Enclosure

81 Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford tfo
Viscount Palmerston One Enclosure
82 Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de
‘Walden and Seaford Two Enclosures

83 Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the
Earl of Aberdeen Two Enclosures

84 Baron Moncorvo o Viscount Palmerston ..

Three Enclosures

85 Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de
Walden and Seaford  Four Enclosures

86 Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de
Walden and Seaford

87 Viscount Palmerston to Baron Moncorvo

88 Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to
Viscount Palmerston  Four Enclosures

89 Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de
Walden and Seaford Ten Enclosures

00 Viscoont Palmerston to Lord Howard de
Walden -and Seaford

91 Viscount Palmerston to Lord ﬁoward de
Walden and Seaford One Enclosure

92 Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to
Viscount Palmerston

93 Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston

94 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Southern

95 Mr. Southern to Viscount Palmerston
: One Enclosure

96 Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston

97 Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston ..

98 Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston

29 szcouut Palmerston to Mr Southern ..

.One Enclosure |

100 Viscount Palmerston to Baron Moncorvo ..
101 Viscount Palmerston to Baron Moneorvo
102 Viscount Palmerston to Baron Moncorvo
103 Viucount Palmerston to Baron Moncorvo ..
104 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Southern

105 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Sounthern

] Oct.
.. { Oct.

.. | Nov.

. | Dec.
One Enclosure

Date.
1846
June 30

July 16

Aug. 13

A, 12

Aug. 31

Aug. 24

Sept. 22

Sept. 26
Sept. 26

QOct. 3
Sept. 24

QOct. 12

QOct. 15

Oct. 16

Oct. 4
Oct. 22
29
16

.| Nov. 8
Nov. 8

.| Nov, 10

Nov. ’11

Nov. 26

. | Nov. 27

27
Nov.

A Dec. 7

16

30

Receipt.
1846

Aug. 28

Sept. 7

Sept. 22

Oct. 10

Oct. 18
Oct. 23

Nov. 6

Nov. 4
Nov. 4

Nov. 11

. official seals ..

SUBJECT. Page

Slaves embarked at Ambriz and
Palmerinhas

Departure of Senhor Momz, the
Portuguese Commissioner,
from the Cape .

Non-breaking up of slave-vessels
condemned by the Portuguese
tribunal at Loanda

Embarkation of slaves at Ambriz
and Palmerinhas

Good conduct of Governor of
Angola and Portuguese squa-
dron ..

Good feeling between the British
and Poxtuguese ‘Commissioners
at the Cape

Search of Portuguese vessels
by British cruizers. Breaking
open covers sealed with official
seals ..

Extent of Portuguese 1|ght of
sovereignty on the West Coast

Disposal of the crews of Portu-
guese slavers condemned at the
Cape or Jamaica .

Breaking open covers sealed with

87
91

92
93

93

94

95
97

100

101

Slavers condemned by Portuauese
tribunals to be broken up

Slaver chased into Lourengo
Marquez. Suspicious conduct
of Governor ..

Slavers condemned by Portu-
guese tribunals to be broken
up. Thanks .

Slave Trade on the east coast
of Africa. Conduct of Portu-
guese authorities
Tribunals established at Cape
Verds and Mozambiqie for trial
of slavers captured for breach
of Portuguese law ‘

Brazilian slaver «Triumfante” 'in
the Mozambique. A Complaint

Tribunals established at Cape
Verds and Mozambique

Co-operation  of Portuguese
anthorities with Her Majesty s
cruizers . .

Breaking open covers sealed
with official seals 114

“Uniao” restored at the Cape.
Non-payment by eaptors of
their expenses

Extent of Portuguese rlght ‘of
sovereignty in the West Coast 116

Slave Trade in the Pr ovmce of

102

105

110

110

111

112
112

113

115

Angola 117
Brazilian slaver « Trmmfante
in the Mozambique .. . 117

Breaking open covers sealed with
official seals

“ Uniao.” Non-payment by cap-
tors of their expenses .

Extent of Portuguese right of
sovereignty on the West Coast 120

Slaves imported into the Cape
Verd Islands

Slave Trade on the East Coast.
Good Conduct of the Governor
of Mozambique . .o

118
119

121

122



List or Paregs. v
PORTUGAL. (Consulary—Cape Verds.
No. Date. | Receipt. SUBJECT. Page
1846 1846
106 Consul Rendall to the Earl of Aberdeen .| Feb. 2| Mar. 9| Slaver under American colours
seized by Portugnese autho-
rities at St. Jago .. 128
107 Consul Rendall to the Earl of Aberdeen .| Feb, 9| Apr. 16| Connivance of ex-Governor
: Bastos of the Cape Verds in
Slave Trade . 123
108 Consul Rendall to the Earl of Aberdeen .| June 24 | Aug. 10 | Slaver seized at St. Jagn, g:veu
up to American commodore,
and sent to the United States 125
109 Consul Rendall to the Earl of Aberdeen Sept. 24 | Nov, 23 | Slave Trade at Bissao and the
One Enclosure Bissagos. Suggestions as te
the settlement of Bulama . 126
110 Consul Rendall to the Earl of Aberdeen Oct. 1| Nov. 23 | Importation of slaves iuto the :
I Cape Verd Islands . 126
BRAZIL.
| 1846 | 1846
111 The Earl of Aberdeen to M. Lisboa =.|Jan. 7 .. Acknowledgment of note of
December 27, 1845. Protest
against the Act 8 and 9 Vie-
: toria, cap. 122 . 129
112 The Earl of Aberdeen to M. Lisboa .. .| Jan. 14 “ Relampago” detained for hay-
ing no manifest .. 129
1845
113 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .1 Dec. 6| Jan. 19 | Negotiation for new Slave Trade
Treaty . 130
114 My. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .| Dee. 6|Jan. 19| Brazilian steamer engaged in
One Enclosure Slave Trade .. 130
115 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .| Dec. 22| Jan. 28 | Negotiation for new Slave Trade
Tr eaty . 132
116 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .| Dec. 22 | Jan. 28| Case of the Nova Granada” 138
Three Enclosures
1846 '
117 M. Lisboa to the Earl of Aberdeen ..| Feb, 11 | Feb. 13 | “ Relampago” detained for hav-
ing no manifest 135
118 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .|Jan. 7|Feb. 27 | Testimony as to services of Dr.
Gunn, of Her Majestys Shlp
_ ¢ Crescent” 136
, , 1845
119 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .| Dee. 22 | Mar. 17 Failure of negotiation for new
Slave Trade Treaty . .. 136
1846
120 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .| Jan. 24| Mar. 17 | Interpreter to Mixed Court dis-
Four Enclosures continued by Brazilian Govern-
ment .. . . .. 137
121 The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Hamilton .} Apr. 3 Recall of British Commissioners 139
One Enclosure
122 The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Hamilton ..| Apr. 13 Services of Dr. Gunn on board
Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Crescent” 140-
123 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .{ Feb. 18| Apr. 15 | Negroes of the « Flor de Lo-
Two Enclosures "] anda.” Report of condition 140
124 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen Feb. 21| Apr. 15} Approaching termination of ap-
prenticeship of the negroes of
the “ Flor de Loanda.” In-
structions requested .. .. 143
125 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .| Feb. 21 | Apr. 15 | «Maria Caxlota”-—non-payment ‘
Four Enclosures of proceeds .. 143
126 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .| Feb. 21} Apr. 15 | Mr. Hesketh Acting Comxms-
‘ Five Enclosures _ stoner 14¢
197 The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Hamilton ..j{May 6 Reecall of Brmsh Commlssxoners
‘ Unsettled accounts .. .. 149
128 The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Hamilton = ..|May 6| . “Dianna” prize to “Mutine,” con-
Oune Enclosure demned by Vice- Admlralty
: Court at the Cape 150
129 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen  ..| Apr. 16 | June 9| Account of slaver Kentucky
Three Enclosures now * Franklin of Salem” .. 150
130 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .| Apr. 16 | June 9 Case of the “ Sooy.” Apology for
Two Enclosures capture in Brazilian waters .. 158
131 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .| Apr. 16 | June 9 | Further correspondence with Mr.
Two Enclosures Wise. Alleged implication of
British subJects and capital in
Slave Trade .. .. 154



i List or Paregs.

. Date. Receipt.
Mo 1846 1846
132 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .| Apr. 16 { June 9

Seven Enclosures
133 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen Apr. 24 June 18
Thirteen Enclosures
134 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .} Apr. 24 | June 18
Seven Enclosures
135 The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Hamilton .| June 30
136 The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Hamilton .| June 30
137 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hamilton ..l Aug. 6
138 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hamilton .| Aug. 13
139 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hamilton .1 Ang. 13
140 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .| June 30| Sep. 1
' Two Enclosures
141 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen  ..|June 80| Sep. 1
Two Enclosures
142 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hamilton oo | Sep. 11
143 M. Lisboa to Viscount Palmerston Sep. 24 [ Sep. 25
144 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen «|July 31]O0ct. 1
' One Enclosure
145 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .. |July 31|Oct. 1
One Enclosure
146 Mr. Hamilton to the Earl of Aberdeen .1 Aug. 4| Oect. 1
Three Enclosures
147 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hamilton «e|Oct. 3 .
148 Viscount Palmerston to M. Lisboa «o|Oct. 7
Five Enclosures
149 M. Lisboa to Viscount Palmerston .| Oct. 8|Oct. 9
150 Mr. Hudson to Viscount Palmerston ..|Sep. 11| Nov. 8
One Enclosure
151 Mr. Hudson to Viscount Palmerston. . ..|Sep. 11| Nov. 3
Four Enclosures
162 Mr. Hamilton to Viscount Palmerston ..{Nov. 4|Nov. 5
Fifteen Enclosures
163 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hudson ., ..| Nov. 18

SUBJECT. Page
“ Agnes.” Correspondence with
Mr. Hesketh and Messrs.
Carrpthers and Co. .. ..
Slaves stolen at Maranham from
a slave-vessel, prize to Her
Majesty’s ship «Alert”
Alleged aggression by Her Ma-
jesty's ship «Frolic” at Paraty
Slaves stolen at Maranham from
a prize to Her Majesty’s ship
“ Alert” . .. ..
Negroes of ““ Flor de Loanda.”
Instruetions as to their disposal
Alleged aggression by Her Ma-
jesty's ship * Frolic” at Paraty
To suspend negotiation for new
Slave Trade Treaty .. ..
Condition of emancipados in Bra-
zil .. .. .. ..
Disposal of the archives of the
Mixed Court.. .
Implication of a person named
Youds in Slave Trade at Bahia
Archives of Mixed Court. Pro-
ceeds of “ Maria Carlota,” &e.
Requests an exequatur for M.
Campos as Brazilian Vice-Con-
sul at Sierra Leone .. .o
“Dianna” equipped for Slave
Trade at Espiritu Santo
Destination of screw steamer
“Santa Cruz” .. .
Remits the British moiety of the
proceeds of the « Maria Car-
lota” .. .. ..
Youds of Bahia said tobeengaged
in Slave Trade ..
Exequatur for M. Campos re-
fused .. el ee e
Acknowledgment of preceding
Negro::; stolen at I.f\d'aranhag‘m
from a prize to Her Majesty’s

ship ¢ Alert” ..
Alleged implication of British
subjects in Slave Trade. Case
of Weetman .. .. ..
Ditto. Further note from Mr.
Wise ,. .. .. .
Negroes stolen at Maranham
from 4 prize to Her Majesty's

157

161

“a

168

171
172
172
174
175
175
177
178

179

179
180

181
183

‘.

183
191

191

192
196

ship « Alert” 256

BRAZIL. (Consular)—Rio de Janeiro.

1846

154 Mr. Hesketh to the Earl of Aberdeen .|Jan. 2
Two Enclosures

155 Mr. Hesketh to the Earl of Aberdeen .{Mar. 9
: Three Enclosures

156 Mr. Hesketh to the Earl of Aberdeen | May 2
Two Enclosures

157 Mr. Hesketh to the Earl of Aberdeen .| June 3

168 Mr. Hesketh to the Earl of Aberdeen .} Aug. 8
Two Enclosures

1846
Feb. 27

June 9

June 25
Aug. 20

Nov. 3

Quarterly Returns of arrivals
from and departures to the coast 257
Cargo of the “ Agnes.” Corre-
spondence with Messrs. Carru-
thers .. .- e .
Quarterly - Returns of arrivals
from and departures to the coast
Destruction of property at Ca-
benda belouging to the slave-
trader Fonseca .
Quarterly returns of arrivals from
and departures to the coast .. 265

260
262

265



List or Papkzs. vi
BRAZIL. (Consular)—Bahia.
No. Date. | Receipt. SUBJECT. Page
1845 1846 ’
159 Mr. Whately to the Earl of Aberdeen ..{Dec. 31 | Mar. 17 | Quarterly returns of arrivals
‘ Two Enclosures from and departures to the coast 267
1846
160 Mr. Porter to the Earl of Aberdeen .. ..| Mar. 31 | June 19 | Ditto Ve . 270
Two Enclosure
161 Mr. Porter to the Earl of Aberdeen .. ..|May 4 |June 19| Increase of Slave Trade. Opera-
tions of Brazilian slave-dealers
, on the coast of Africa .. 272
162 Mr. Porter to the Earl of Aberdeen . ..| June 30| Sep. 1|Quarterly returns of arrivals
‘ Two Enclosures from and departures to the
coast .. .- . 272
163 Mr. Porter to Viscount Palmerston. .. .. | Sep. 30 Nov. 23 | Ditto .. .. 274
Two Enclosures
BRAZIL. (Consulur)—Pard.
- 1845 1846
64 Mr. Ryan to the Earl of Aberdeen .. .{Dec. 31| Mar. 15| No Slave Trade during the
4 quarter .. . .. 277
165 Mr. Ryan to the Earl of Aberdeen .. ..| Dec. 81| Apr. 16 | Return of free and slave popu-
One Enclosure lation of the Province of Pard 277
1846 |
166 Mr. Ryan to the Earl of Aberdeen .. .| Mar. 31{ June 11| No Slave Trade during the
quarter .. .. 278
167 Mr. Ryan to the Earl of Aberdeen .. ..1June 30| Aug. 29| Ditto .e . 278
BRAZIL. (Consular)—Paraiba.
1846 1846 :
168 Mr. Newcomen to the Earl of Aberdeen - ..|Jan. 24 | Mar. 3 |Infringementof Act 6and 7 Vict.
o ) cap. 98, by British subjects . . 279
169 Mr. Newcomen to the Earl of Aberdeen .| Feb. 7| April 9| Report on Slave Trade for 1845 280
170 Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Newcomen .} July 24 Infringement of Act 6 & 7 Viet,
Two Enclosures cap. 98, by British subjects.. 280
1%1 Pro Consul Kransé to Viscount Palmerston | Oct. 7 | Nov. 23 | Ditto .. .. .. 282

BRAZIL. (Consular)—Pernambuco.

' : 1846

172 The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Cowper ..| Feb. 21
Twelve Enclosures

173 Mr. Cowper to the Earl of Aberdeen .| Mar. 2
' Two Enclosures

174 Mr. Cowper to the Earl of Aberdeen April 1
. " Two Enclosures

175 Mr. Cowper to the Earl of Aberdeen .| May 16
Four Enclosures

176 Mr. Cowper to the Earl of Aberdeen ..| May 30
Three Enclosures

177 Mr. Cowper to the Earl of Aberdeen .|-June 2
: Two Enclosures

178 Mr. Cowper to the Earl of Aberdeen .| June 30
One Enclosure

179 Mr. Cowper to Viscount Palmerston .. | Sept. 30
One Enclosure

1846

May 2
‘June 19
July 6
July 10

July 10
Sept. 1

Nov. 23

Steam-slaver ¢«Cacique,” prize
to ¢ Penelope,” condemned at
St.  Helena.. Information

required .o . .. 283

Report on Slave Trade, 1845.. 290

Quarterly Report on state of
Slave Trade .. . .. 294

Steam-slaver “Cacique.” Steamer
“ Santa Cruz” .- ..

Slaver “ Bella Clara,” prize to
Her Majesty’s ship * Panta-
loon.” Rescue of prize-crew
by a Hamburgh barque .. 298

Sale of slaves seized in execu-
tion by British subjects .. 300

Quarterly return on state of
Slave Trade .. .« 300

Ditto “ .. 803

296

e




List or ParEgs.

NETHERLANDS.
No. Date. Receipt.
, 1846 | 1846
180 Sir Edward Disbrowe to the Earl of Aberdeen|Jan. 9|Jan. 11
Two Inclosures-
181 The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Edward Disbrowe | Feb. 3
182 Viscount Palmerston to Sir Edward Disbrowe | Aug. 11
One Enclosure
183 Viscount Palmerston to Sir Edward Disbrowe| Aug. 13 .
184 Viscount Palmerston to Sir Edward Disbrowe | Aug. 13 ..
185 Sir Edward Disbrowe to Viscount Palmerston | Aug. 11| Aug. 13
One Enclosure
186 Sir Edward Disbrowe to Viscount Palmerston | Aug. 18| Aug. 23
One Enclosure
187 Sir Edward Disbrowe to Viscount Palmerston Aug. 20 | Aug. 23
188 Sir Edward Disbrowe to Viscount Palmerston Sept. 18 vSept-. 20
189 Viscount Palmerston to Sir Edward Disbrowe| Oct. 3 ..
One Enclosure
190 Sir Edward Disbrowe to Viscount Palmerston | Oct. 15 { Oct. 18
One Enclosure
191 Viscount Palmerston to Sir Edward Disbrowe | Oct. 20
192 Viscount Palmerston to Sir Edward Disbrowe | Oct. 22
193 Sir Edward Disbrowe to Viscount Palmerston | Oct. 27 { Oct. 29
Three Enclosures
194 Viscount Palmerstm_x to Sir Edward Disbrowe | Nov. 15 .e
195 Sir Edward Disbrowe to Viscount Palinerston | Nov. 24 | Nov. 26
Two Enclosures
196 M. Schimmelpenninck to Viscount Palmerston | Nov. 30 | Nov. 30
One Enclosure
197 Viscount Palmerston to Sir Edward Disbrowe | Dec. 7 .o
198 Sir Edward Disbrowe to Viscount Palmerston { Dec. 4 |Dec. 7
199 Viscount Palmerston to M. Schimmelpenninck | Dec. 11 .
200 Sir Edward Disbrowe to Viscount Palmerston | Dec. 12 | Dec. 16
One Enclosure
SWEDEN.
1846 1846

201 Mr. Gordon to the Earl of Aberdeen ..| Feb. 27 | Mar. 9

202 Mr. Gordon to the Earl of Aberdeen
One Enclosure

Mar. 26 { Apr. 6

URUGUAY.

A 1846 | 1846
203 Mr. Turner to the Earl of Aberdeen
Two Enclosures

..| Apr. 17 | June 18

SUBJECT. Page
Query as to legality of British
subjects in Surinam purchasing
slaves for agricultural purposes 305
Reply to precedmg. Purchase
of sl‘g.ves illegal .. 306
Actiogs brought in Burinam
against Her Majesty’s. Arbi-
trator .. 306
Negroes of the “Letrere .. 808
Ditto. ¢ Snow” .. .. 308
Number of slaves born and
number manumittrd in Dutch
West Indies in 1845 .« 309

Law-suits against Mr. Schenley 310

Negroes of the « Snow” and

¢ Légére . .. 311
Ditto.! Reports conference .. 312
Ditto. To press case.. .. 312
Ditto. Note to Dutch Go-

vernment . .. L3138
Mr. Schenley about to return

to Surinam. Demand that

the actions against him be

stayed 315
Negrops of the “Snow” and “Lié-
gére,” Approval of note .. 315.

Law-suits against Mr. Schenley 315

Mr. Schenley's approaching re-
turn to his post - .. 319

Negrogs of the Snow” and
“ Legere Full justice at
length done by Dutch. Govern-
ment

(:ratultv of 12 500ﬂorms granted
to thg survivors of the negroes
of the  Snow™ . 821

Negroesof “Snow”and “Le;.rere.

Thanks for justice done them . 322
Actions against Mr. Schenley.. 323

320

Gratuity to the negroes of the

«Snow.”  Orders issued to
Governor of Demerara .. 328
Negroes of the “Snow” and

«Legére.” Note of Thanks to
Dutch Government . .. 3N

Protest of Brazilian Government ‘
a(ramst Act 8 & 9 Vict.,. cap.
192, published at Stockholm by

the Brazilian Consul-General. 325
Emancipation of slaves at St. Bar-
tho]omew . 325

ITusczm pass zaid to have been

granted to a slave-vessel by
the Tuscan Consul at Monte
Video .. .. .. 320




Class B.

CORRESPONDENCE

WITH

FOREIGN POWERS.

SPAIN.

No. 1.
The Duke of Sotomayor to the Earl of Aberdeen.

London, (not dated).
(Translation.) ' (Received January 8, 1846.) -
- THE _Undersigned, &c., has the honour to enclose to the Earl of Aberdeen,
&c., copy of a list of the emancipated negroes to whom the Captain General

of the Island of Cuba has delivered lately letters of freedom.
The Undersigned, &c. : ' -

' (Signed) THE DUKE OF SOTOMAYOR.

The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. :

&c. &e. &e. ‘

Enclosure in No. 1.

‘Superior Civil Government of the Island of Cuba,
Havana, October 30, 1845.

List of the Emancipapos who have received their letters of freedom, dis-
tinguishing those who have been taken from the island and those who
have remained in it. ' :

Placed at the disposal of the British Commissioners, and taken out of this
~ island in the English steamer “ Forth.” . '

MEN.

Names. Nos. From what Vessel.
Guillermo .. e .. 184 Campeador
Sabins - .. .- 300 Negrito
Lucas e .. . 427 Aguila
Juan, alias Facundo. . e 224 Julita
Anastasio, alias Serafin .. 21 Carlota
Desiderio, alias Emeterio .. 36 Idem
Juan.. . . .e 149 Marte
Hilario .a .. e 14 Chubasco
Benigno, alias Mareelino .. 42 Idem
German - .. e e 121 Xerges

Crass B.
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WOMEN.
Children whom they took
Names. Nos. From what Vessel. " with them.
Lugarda .. .. .. 391 Negrito .. - +.|2sonsand a da.ughtér
Maria de Belen .. .. 36 Emilio
Maria del Rosario .. .. 534 Aguila
Laureana .. .. .o 402 Negrito
Francisca .. . . 472 Aguila
Leveadia .. .. . 368 Idem

Remained in this island.

Name. No. From what Ve;sel.
:
Cismana .. .. ..| 428 | Firme
(Signed) 'O’DONNELL.
No. 2.

Mr. Bulwer to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Madrid, Januery 3, 1846.
My Lord, (Received January 12.)

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatches of this series to that of the 19th ultimo inclusive.

In pursuance of the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s
despatch of the 11th ultimo, I have communicated to M. Martinez de la Rosa, the
satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Government on learning the condyct of the Spanish
Government at Cuba, with respect to the faithful execution of its engagements
with Great Britain for the suppression of the Slave Trade; and I need not
observe to your Lordship, that it is very gratifying to me to find that the repre-
sentations which I have at various times made on this subject, according to
your Lordship’s instructions, have proved more effectual than those which had
previously been addressed to Her Catholic Majesty’s Government.

1 have the honour to enclose a copy and translation of the answer returned
by M. Martinez de la Rosa to my communication to his Excellency.

1 have, &c. .
' (Signed) H. L. BULWER.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. o
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure iﬁ No. 2.
M. Martinez de la Rosa to-Mr. Bulwer.

(Translation.) :
Sir, Mauadrid, December 30, 1845.

ON having the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your courteous
communication of the 5th instant, relative to the punctuality with which the
Sganish Government fulfils its stipulations regarding the suppression of the
Elave Trade, I cannot otherwise than express my satisfaction for the frank and
loyal way in which the British Government does justice to the amicable con-
duct of Spain. '

Nor am I less pleased with your kindness in attributing in some degree to
my personal character the satisfactory state of the present relations between
the two countries; but I must, on my part, frankly declare that this task, so
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pleasing for the Government of the Queen, my Sovereign, is not a difficult one,
when one can reckon upon the co-operation of so elevated and loyal a Cabinet
as that of Her Britannic Majesty, and so distinguished and cenciliatory a
representative as yourself.
I avail myself, &c.
(Signed) FRANCISCO MARTINEZ DE LA ROSA.
Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary,

&e. &c.

No. 3.
Mr. Bulwer to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Madrid, Jonuary 3, 1846,

My Lord, (Received January 12.)
IN pursuance of the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s
despatch of the 1]th ultimo, directing me to ascertain whether the proposal,.
that Her Catholic Majesty’s Government should purchase the “ Romney,” had
the sanction of the Government of Madrid, I addressed a note to Sefior Mar-
tinez de la Rosa on this subject, copy of which, as also of the answer which I

have received from his Excellency, I have herewith the honour to enclose.
' . Idhave, &e.
igne H. L. BUL .
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. gned) WER

&e. &e. | &e.

Enclosure 1 in No. 3.

Myr. Buluer to M. Martinez de lo Rosa.

Sir, Madrid, December 26, 1845.
=== WITH reference to the correspondence which has passed between the
British and Spanish Governments respecting the removal of the Romney”
hulk from the Havana, I have the honour to inform your Excellency that the
British Commissioners in that city have proposed to the authorities there, that
the said vessel should be purchased by the Spanish Government, for the pur-
pose of receiving any captured Africans, or for any other purpose when not so
required ; and I am instructed to ascertain whether this proposal has the sanc-
tion of the Government of Her Catholic Majesty, the authorities at the Havana
having received the suggestion favourably.
' I avail, &c.

(Signed) H. L. BULWER.
His Excellency M. Martines de la Rosa, ’
&e. &e.

Enclosure 2 in No. 3.
M. Martines de la Rosa to Mr. Bulwer. |

(Translation.) ‘
Sir, ' . Madrid, December 30, 1846.

I HAD the honour to receive your note of the 26th instant, in which you
are desirous to ascertain the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government l:e}ative to
the proposal made to the authorities of the Isle of Cuba by the British Com-
missioners, for the purchase of the hulk “Romney,” stationed at the Havana.
No intelligence has been as yet received upon this subject ; but notwithstand-
ing as this indication, according to your statement, was favourably received by
the said Spanish authorities, and as, on the other hand, the purchase of the
hulk would offer great facilities for the _deﬁnitive arrangement of all the difficul-
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ties which its removal from the port of the Havana might occasion; Her
Majesty’s Government, always disposed to accede to any indication tending to
the laudable object of conciliating the interests and drawing closer the bonds of
friendship which unite it with that of Her Britannic Majesty, has resolved to
authorize the Captain-General of the Isle of Cuba to make arrangements with
the British Commissioners, and proceed to the purchase of the hulk “ Romney”
for the account of the Spanish Government, and to which effect the necessary
orders will be transmitted by the first mail.
' I avail, &c.
(Signed) FRANCISCO MARTINEZ DE LA ROSA.
Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary,
&ec. ‘ &e.

No. 4.
The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Bulwer.

Sir, Foreign Office, January 22, 18486.

WITH reference to previous correspondence relative to the refusal of the
Captain-General of Cuba to receive and attend to the communications made
to him by Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul-General in that island, I trans-
mit to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch from Her
Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana, dated the 5th of December last,
inclosing copies of a further correspondence between those functionaries and Mr.
Crawford, relating to fresh cases of slave-trading expeditions, which had been
communicated by Mr. Crawford to the Governor-General, and returned by
him.

1 also inclose a copy of a despatch from Mr. Crawford himself, upon the
same subject, dated the 2nd of December. The inclosures of Mr. Crawford’s
despatch are not sent herewith, because the same correspondence is contained
in the despatch of the Commissioners. ’

I am, &e. s
(Signed) ABERDEEN.
The Right Hon. H. L. Bulwer, ' .
&e. &e.

Enclosures in No. 4.

1. Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana to the Earl of Aberdeen,
December 5, 1845. : )

[See Class A, No. 49, page 101.]

2. My. Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen, De;cember 2, 1845.
[See No. 33, page 44.]

No. 5.

The Earl of Aberdeen to the Duke of Sotomayor.

Foreign Office, January 24, 1846.

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to -acknowledge the receipt of the
note of the Duke of Sotomayor, &c., dated the 3rd of September last, bringing
forward a claim on the part of his Government, for reparation and compensation-
from the Government of Her Majesty, on account of the capture of the Spanish
brigantine ““ San Antonio,” alias < El Cayman,” by Her Majesty’s ship “Growler,”
on the coast of Africa, in the month of January 1845, on a charge of being
engaged in the Slave Trade.

Previously to the receipt of the Duke of Sotomayor’s representation, this
capture had been already brought under the notice of the Undersigned by Her
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Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone, who transmitted a detailed report of
the proceedings in this case, accompanied by a copy of the judgment of the
Mixed Commission Court at that place, by which the vessel in question was
condemned. ,

The Undersigned having attentively considered these papers, in connection
with the Duke of Sotomayor’s note, is led to the conclusion, that the very
strong opinion expressed by the Duke of Sotomayor has been founded on a

part only of the facts and circumstances of the case; and the Undersigned begs
~ leave, therefore, to transmit herewith, for the information and consideration of

the Duke of Sotomayor, a copy of the judgment of the Mixed Commission

Court above referred to, in order that he may have a knowledge of the whole

case, not doubting that he will thereby be induced to view the matter in a
more favourable light than he has hitherto done. ‘

The following is a summary of the main facts of this case, the details of
which will be found fully set forth in the document accompanying. this note.

The “ San Antonio,” otherwise “El Cayman,” was originally a legitimate
trader, plying between Spain and her West Indian Colonies, with the produce
or manufactures of the two countries; and in August 1844 she sailed from
Majorca bound for Cuba, laden with wine, oil, and other articles, and having a
crew of ten persons, commanded by her master and ostensible owner, Pedro
Antonio Gaza. “ s

The vessel arrived at Havana in October, and the cargo having been
disposed of, some proposition was then made to the master to proceed to the
coast of Africa. What was the exact nature of that proposition, or by whom it
was made, is not in evidence ; but it seems to have been of such a character,
that the entire crew quitted the vessel, even to the mate, who was the last to
leave; and another crew numerically more than double, and at nearly a double
rate of wages, was hired instead. The master about the same time engaged for
the conveyance of a number of free Africans to their native country; and
although he has not disclosed the name of the party with whom he contracted,
the noted Pedro Blanco was the receiver of the passage-money, and was the
person with whom the passengers made their agreement. The master also
availed himself of the opportunity to embark an extraordinary quantity of pro-
visions, much beyond what was authorized by his manifest, and to lay a second
deck, fore and aft, a deck of that peculiar description which is confined to slave-
vessels, the planks being marked and numbered, and the height between the
beams being only two and a-half and three feet. ‘

This second deck, and also the cooking-place fitted with a boiler, were
entered on the muster-roll as having been sanctioned by the Havana authori-
ties for the use of the passengers ; but in other respects the fittings and equip-
ments of the vessel were not found to be restricted to what ‘appeared on the
face of that or of any other official document with which she had been
furnished. ,

Provisions, far exceeding in quantity what was permitted by the ship’s
manifest and clearance, and what could possibly be wanted for the crew and
passengers, had been taken on board. Of water-casks, too, instead of 43,
the number stated in the clearance to have been taken for the passengers, the
vessel had 85 pipes of water on board when she left the Havana, and
although on reaching the Cape Verds there were still 54 pipes of water remain-
ing, the master there filled up the 31 pipes expended on the passage thither,

In the master’s evidence and claim, no attempt was made to explain the
excessive supplies of water and provisions, nor to account for the neglect to
give bond for the water-casks, in accordance with the stipulations of the Tre.aty.
Neither was any assertion made of legitimate trade, beyond the outward freight
of passengers, which, at the rate of passage-money adduced in evidence, would
not have covered the wages of the officers and crew, calculating only for a three
months’ voyage. ' ‘

The question then naturally arises, what was to remunerate the owner for
the expenses of his equipment, his second deck, boilers, and other articles ; the
subsistence of his numerous crew, and the risk and wear and tear of his vessel,
not to mention the provisions of the passengers? The proved connexion of
Pedro Blanco with the transaction; the filling up the water-casks at Cape Verds;
and the presence on board of a notorious slave-factor and agent, seem to supply
the answer ; and no other conclusion could be come to under the evidence
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produced, than that the African passengers had been made in this case a cloak
to cover the vessel’s fittings for the Slave Trade.

These are the principal grounds upon which the “ San Antonio,” alias < El
Cayman” was condemned ; and the Undersigned trusts that the Duke of Soto-
mayor will see in them sufficient evidence to justify that act, and to induce the
Government of Her Catholic Majesty to withdraw the claim which the Duke
of Sotomayor had been instructed to bring forward.

As the Duke of Sotomayor has addressed Her Majesty’s Government on
this subject, in ignorance of some of the most important features of the case, the
Undersigned does not feel it necessary to examine very closely the tone and
sentiments of the note in which the Duke of Sotomayor has executed the
instructions of his Government. Nevertheless, he cannot pass over unnoticed
the extraordinary statement of the Duke of Sotomayor, that Spanish vessels
engaged in lawful commerce on the coast of Africa, are subject to abuse from
the exercise of the right of search; and that every day’s experience show the
inconvenience and oppression resulting from that right.

In support, as it would appear, of this assertion, the Duke of Sotomayor
refers to the case of the “Josefa,” a case which occurred ten years ago, and
which was brought again to the notice of Her Majesty’s Government in the
Duke of Sotomayor’s note of the 30th of May last.

The Undersigned has already, in his reply to that note, shown that the
claim made by the Spanish Government in this instance was unfounded ; that
the vessel in question was notoriously and beyond all doubt engaged in the
Slave Trade, and not in lawful commerce ; and that upon one ground alone,
and that quite apart from the merits of the case, was any compensation due to
her owners.

The example of the ““Josefa,” therefore, furnishes no support to the Duke
of Sotomayor’s vague and inconsiderate assertion; and the Undersigned confi-
dently believes that the Duke of Sotomayor would find it difficult to adduce a
single instance in which a Spanish vessel engaged in lawful trade has suffered
any serious inconvenience from the operation of the right of search ; certainly
no such case has been brought to the knowledge of the Undersigned.

Under these circumstances the Undersigned must be allowed to express a
doubt whether it is quite fitting that the Representative of Spain should take
upon himself to pass a sweeping condemnation upon a measure which has
hitherto proved effective in checking a crime formally denounced by the Spanish
Government itself, and which has received the sanction of that Government in
more than one solemn treaty.

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) ABERDEEN.
The Duke of Sotemayor,

&e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 5.
Judgment of the Mized Court at Sierra Leone in the case of the * San Antonio,”
alias ** E1 Cayman.”
[See Inclosure 2 in No. 87, Class A, 1845, presented 1846, page 335.]

No. 6.

The Duke of Sotomayor to the Earl of Aberdeen.

London, January 28, 1846.
(Received January 30.)
THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to the Earl of Aberdeen,
&c., the annexed list of the emancipados to whom the Captain-General of the
{slz:.nd of Cuba has delivered letters of freedom, in the month of November
as

The Undersigned, &c.
(Signed) THE DUKE OF SOTOMAYOR.

The Right Hon, the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.
&e. &e. &e.
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Enclosure in No. 6.

Superior Owil Government of the Island of Cuba,
Havana, November 30, 1845,

List of the EmMancipapos to whom I delivered letters of freedom, of whom
fourteen, with a daughter, were placed at the disposal of the British Com-
missioners, and taken from this island in the English steamer * Dee,” and
one whom I permitted to remain in this island.

Embarked in the English steamer “ Dee,” and taken out of this island.

MEN.
Names. Nos. From what Vessel.

Felix .o .. .- 74 Brig Negrito

Higinio .. . . 38 » Campeador

Jesan . .e .e 55 » Voladora

Leon . - .. 41 » Firme

Julio. . . .. . 92 » Amalia

Florencio, alias Lorenzo 55 » Marte

Felipe .- . . 117 » Planeta

Andres, alias Ricardo 202 » Deligencia

WOMEN.
Names. Nos. From what Vessel. Childret;??;);hlzze taken
Mariana .. .. . 260 Brig Firme
Pastora .. .. .. 220 » Gerges
Ana.. .- .- . 97 » Carlota .- ..| A daughter
Ma. Nieves.. e . 101 » »
Concepcion .. .. . 127 » »
Josefa, alias Juliana .o 831 » Ninfa
Remained in this city.
Name. v No. From what Vessel.
Ignacio de Loyola 177 Gerges
(Signed) O'DONNELL.
No. 7.
The Earl of Aberdeen $o Mr. Bulwer.

Sir, Foreign Office, February 5, 1846.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, the copy of a cor-
respondence which has taken place between Her Catholic Majesty’s Minister
at this Court and myself, on the subject of a claim brought forward by the
Spanish Government, for reparation and compensation from the Government ot"
Her Majesty, on account of the capture of the Spanish brigantine “ San A’Zztomo,’
alias « El Cayman,” captured by Her Majesty’s steam-vessel  Growler,” on the
coast of Africa, and condemned in the Mixed British and Spanish Court of
Justice at Sierra Leone, on the 8th February, 1845, on 2 charge of being
engaged in the Slave Trade. I am, &e.

(Signed) ABERDEEN.
The Right Hon. H. L. Bulwer, ‘
&e. &e.




8 SPAIN.
Enclosures in No. 7.

1. The Duke of Sotomayor to the Earl of Aberdeen, September 3, 1845.
[See Class B, 1845, presented 1846, No. 63, page 73.]

9. The Earl of Aberdeen to the Duke of Sotomayor, January 24, 1846.
[See No. 5, page 4.]

No. 8.
The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Bulwer.

Sir, Foreign Office, March 3, 1845.

WITH reference to your despatch marked Slave Trade, of the 3rd January,
and to previous correspondence on the sybject of the purchase of the hulk
“ Romney,” at the Havana, by the Government of Her Catholic Majesty,
I herewith transmit to you, for your information, copies of further des-
patches respecting that transaction which have passed between me and Her
Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana; and from which you will learn that
the purchase in question has been effected.

You will also see from my despatch to those functionaries, of the 13th
ultimo, that Her Majesty’s Government have determined to confide to them the
execution of the office of Superintendent of Liberated Africans, the duties of
which have hitherto been performed by the officer in command of the
“ Romney.”

' I am, &ec.
(Signed) ABERDEEN.
The Right Hon. H. L. Bulwer, v
&e. &e.

, Enclosures in No. &. ’
1. The Earl of Aberdeen to Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana,
January 21, 1846. '

2. Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana to the Eayl of Aberdeen,
December 18, 1845.

3. The Earl of Aberdeen to Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana,
February 13, 1846. 7

4. The Earl of Aberdeen to Her Majesty’s Commissioners af the Havana,
' February 13, 1846.

[See Class A, Nos. 52, 53, 58, and 60, pages 109 and 117.]

No. 9.
The Duke of Sotomayor to the Earl of Aberdeen.

' London, March 18, 1846.

{Translation.) (Received March 18.)
~ THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to the Earl of Aberdeen

&c., the annexed list, by name, of the emancipados who, in the month of
January last, have received their respective letters of freedom from the Captain
General of the Island of Cuba. ~ ‘ :

The Undersigned, &c. S
(Signed) THE DUKE OF SOTOMAYOR.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. S

. . &e.
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Enclosure in No. 9.

Supreme Civil Government of the Island of Cuba,
Havana, January 30, 1846.

List of the Esancirapos who in the present month have received their respec-
tive letters of freedom, showing those who, being placed at the disposal of
the British Commissioners, were embarked in the English steamer * Clyde,”
which left this port yesterday, and those which remain in this island,

viz. :—
Names. Nos. From what Vessel.

Francisco .. . .- 75 Schooner Gerges )
Estevan . .. . 278 » "
Emeterio .. .. .. 52 | » s
Florencio, 6 Lorenzo .. 462 Brig Firme
Alejo e .. . 181 . ’
Crisostomo .. . .- 24 » »
Andrés .o .. .. 339 | ., » ~ ‘ '
Pablo - .. .. 15 | o ’ Embarked in the English
José .. .. .. .. 269 » » steamer * Clyde.”
Ricardo. .. .. - 37 Schooner Manolita
Pedro .e . .e 338 . 2
Adrian . .. .. 326 ’ Julita
Quirino, alias José .. .. 136 Brig Aguila
Higinio, alias Valentin .. ,» Marte
Juana de Dios .. .. Schooner Voladora
Pa.,blq T ° T Brig Medas { Remained in this island
Inés .. . .. .. Schooner Gerges

(Signed) O’DONNELL.

No. 10.
‘The Duke of Sotomayor to the Earl of Aberdeen.

London, April 23, 1846.
(Translation.) (Received April 25.)

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to the Earl of Aberdeen,
&c., a list, by name, of the emancipated negroes to whom the Captam-Genera]
of the Island of Cuba has delivered their letters of freedom in the month of
February last.

The Undersigned, &c. o .
~ (Signed) THE DUKE OF SOTOMAYOR.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. ' ‘

&&. e ge.

- Crass B.
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Enclosure in No. 10.

Supreme Civil Government,
Havana, February 28, 1846.

List of the Emancipapos to whom I have delivered their respective letters of
freedom, mentioning those who have remained in thig city and in the
Island of Porto Rico, and those whom I have placed at the disposal of the
British Commissioners for their removal from this island in one of the

English steamers, viz.—

Placed at the disposal of the British Commissioners.

MEN.
)
Names. Nos. From what Vessel.
|
Frederico .. .. . 147 Brig Orestes
Gregorio .. .. .. 483 ,» Firme
Camilo, alias Tomas .. 314 ,» Joaquina
Cayetano .. .. . 450 ,, Firme
Leandro .. e . 61 »s .
Pablo .. .. .. 160 » Voladora
Alejandro .. . . 101 » Rosa
Panlino . .. . 151 ,, Yoladora
Ignacio .. .. .. 104 »  Magico
Felix - .e 348 ,» Firme
Ceriaco e .- .. 449 » s
Benvenuto, alias Sebastian. . 68 5 5
. WOMAN.
L)
' |
Name. No. From what Ve§se1.
|
Martina .. .. .. 78 Magico

Remained in this city.

Names. Nos. From what Vessel.
Torcuato .. . .. 124 | Brig Firme
Canuto AN .. . 17 » Gerges

Remained in the Island of Porto Rico.

Name. No. From what Vessel.

Pedro Martin .. . 108 Schooner Rosa
(Signed)  O’DONNELL,
No. 11.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Bulwer.

(Extract.) Foreign Office, April 29, 1846.

~ I TRANSMIT to you herewith an extract of a despatch from Her Ma-
jesty’s Commissioners at the Havana, dated the 5th ultimo, together with copies
of its enclosures, relating to the landing of a cargo, on the coast near that city,
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of about 400 Bozal negroes, on account of Don Pedro Forcade ; a circumstance
which had been reported by Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Her Majesty’s
Consul-General, and by him to the Captain-General of Cuba.

The vessel in which these negroes were brought is stated to be the Spanish
brig < San José,” which it appears was sent out from the Brazils. The captain’s
name is Carrera.

You will see that although, as on previous occasions, the Captain-General
returned Mr. Crawford’s letter, Her Majesty’s Commissioners are informed
that he had ordered an investigation to be made into the allegations contained
in it. v

I think it right, nevertheless, to instruct you to communicate the enclosed
correspondence without loss of time, to the Spanish Government, and to request
to be furnished with an official report of the proceedings which may be taken in
this case, together with a copy of the depositions.

I feel it to be 'the more necessary to instruct you to take this step promptly,
and to follow it up with earnestness, since it is imperative on Her Majesty’s
Government to call upon the Government of Spain to make a searching
enquiry into all the particulars of this nefarious transaction, and I leave the
matter with confidence in your hands, to make, in case of need, such judicious
use of the information I now give you, as may in your opinion best tend to
obtain the desired end. '

I think it unnecessary to make any fresh comment here on the fact of the
Captain-General of ‘Cuba, having again returned a communication received
upon such a subject from Mr. Crawford, as it is to be presumed that at the date
of Mr. Crawford’s letter, the Captain-General had not yet received from his
Government the instructions which are in future to regulate his conduct with
respect to such communications. ‘

(Signed) ABERDEEN.
The Right Hon. H. L. Bulwer,
&c. &e.

Enclosure in No. 11.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Huvana:to -the Earl of Aberdeen,
' March 5, 1846.

[See Class A, No. 64, page 122.]

No. 12.
The Duke.of Sotomayor to the Earl of Aberdeen.

London, May 8, :1846.
(Translation.) , (Received Meay 12.)

THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of
Her Catholic Majesty at this Court, has the honour to inform the Earl of Aber-
deen, Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, that the Captain-
General of the Isle of Cuba received on the 20th of last February, a letter from
Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Havana, denouncing the disembarkation ‘of
400 negroes on the coast near that city. That authority, being as yet-unin-
formed: of the agreement entered into between the Government of Her Catholic
Majesty and the British Cabinet, relative to the correspondence of the Consul
in matters concerning the repression of the illicit Slave Trade, returned the
lettersin the original,as he had previously done with similar communications of
that functionary. ' 7

Nevertheless, and though it had not yet heard even any the least rumour
that an infraction had been committed of the most peremptory orders ‘for pre-
venting the debarkation of newly-arrived negroes, it adopted without delay
safe imeasures for ascertaining -positively whether any such landing had taken
place, either at the point specified by the Consul, or at any -other, offering to
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that end half an ounce of gold by way of recompense for each negro either
denounced or detained. A very few hours sufficed to show that there was no
eround for the information which gave rise to the British Consul’s complaint,
;nd which was occasioned merely by a trivial conversation at an inn, yvhere a.
Spaniard in jest told one Mr. Koppers, a subject of Her Britannic Majesty, in
the presence of other persons, that a large number of blacks had been landed.

From the proceedings instituted by order of the Captain-General, and of
which the Undersigned has the honour to enclose a copy, his Lordship will be
pleased to see that, as Mr. Koppers says in his deposition, he is sure of the
falsity and groundlessness of the rumour concerning the arrival of a slaver—an
assertion which will the more easily be believed when it is considered how
vigorous and persevering is the persecution undergone by the traffic on the part
of the Spanish authorities, and when, as is notorious, the coasts of that colony -
have not for a length of time been approached by more than a single slaver,
who found himself compelled to bear away to sea with the small cargo he had
on board, without having been able to land more than ten Africans, who were
‘apprehended in the very act. . .

The Captain-General of Cuba, in reporting to the Government of Her
Catholic Majesty the above circumstances, is hurt at the light manner in which
the British Consul countenances and characterizes the most absurd rumours
relative to the landing of slavesin that colony, such a singular proceeding being
so much the more to be regretted, as he cannot but be fully aware that the
Spanish Government complies most scrupulously and rigidly with the Treaties
of 1817 and 1835, and that its authorities beyond sea put in practice whatever
can contribute to their faithful observance.

The Undersigned, &c.

(Signed) THE DUKE OF SOTOMAYOR.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.
&e. &e. &c.

Enclosure in No. 12.

(Translation.) ' First Secretary of State’s Office.

PROCEEDINGS ordered to be instituted by his Excellency the Presi-
dent Governor and Captain-General.
SENOR OSES. EXENIA DE JUNCO.

(Signed) GAMBOA.

Supreme Civil Government of the Isle of Cuba,
Havana, February 22, 1846.

THE English Consul has denounced the landing of a cargo of newly-
exported negroes, in number about 400, on the coast near this city; and
though, since it is not competent for that functionary to interfere in this mat-
ter, I have returned to him his communication in the original and under cover,
still, however, I have taken the proper steps to ascertain the fact of which this
Government neither had heard any rumours, nor received any intelligence.
From the private inquiries hitherto set on foot, it would appear that this
denunciation has not any sufficient grounds; but it being also known that this
idea was set afloat by one Mr. Frederick Matienzo when dining at the inn called
«El Progreso,” in the district of Cerro, where Mr. Koppers, the Englishman,
happened to be, I have thought it right, with the view of fully ascertaining
the truth, that you, Sir, should proceed to institute a summary investigation
into the circumstances, to the end that, in consequence thereof, and in confor-
mity with the result, we might proceed as we shall see occasion. . Accordingly,
you, Sir, will be so good as to set on foot the necessary proceedings, and
inform me thereof, with your opinion, the moment they are concluded.

God preserve you many years.

(Signed) - LEOPOLDO O’DONNELL.
The Alcalde Mayor, Don Blas Oses.
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On the margin.

Let this be acknowledged immediately by the Escribania of the week.
OSES.

Havana, February 23, 1846.
See to the fulfilment of what is ordered by his Excellency the President
- Governor and Captain-General in the preceding letter. Summon, therefore,
Mz. Frederic Matienzo to appear, to be examined whenever it shall bé deemed
convenient. Leave, if necessary, a written order to that effect, and take the

other steps required.
(Signed) OSES.

In the absence of Don Bernardo del Junco,
to Gabriel Ramires.

Take notice, that an order Was delivered to the Puisne Justice of the dis-
trict Cerro, for the summons of Mr. F. Matienzo.
(Signed) RAMIREZ.

Mr. Alcalde Mayor, Havana, February 24, 1846.

Mr. F. Matienzo has not presented himself in order to make his deposition,
though he has been summoned by the Puisne Justice of the district Cerro, as
that Minister has informed me.

(Signed) BERNARDO DEL JUNCO.

Order of a fresh summons, which is complied with.

Deposition of Mr. Frederic Matienzo.

In the ever faithful city of Havana, the 28th February, 1846, there appeared
before the Sefior Alcalde Mayor Primero, and before me, the Escribano, Mr.
Frederick Matienzo, a native of Cadiz, inhabitant of the district of the Cerro,
unmarried, merchant, and twenty-three years old, who having been formally
sworn, with in compliance was an order examined as follows :—

Query. Tshe cognizant of there having recently arrived any cargo of fresh
negroes, and of their having been landed on the coast near this city ?

Answer. He neither knows nor heard the least rumour of the arrival of any
slaver, either on this or any other coast of the island.

Q. Does he frequent the inn called * El Progreso,” in the district of the
Cerro ? and has he held there any conversation on the subject referred to in
the preceding query ? 7 , '

" 4. He lives af the inn just mentioned, and remembers that some day last
week he jokingly said at dinner to an Englishman, Mr. Koppers, that about a
 thousand new negroes had been landed, and added, “ How the English will be
vexed at not having been able to take the vessel which brought them !” But
this he said in jest, because Koppers always kept asking whether any fresh
negroes had arrived, and was continually wrangling on the score of the English
ships being superior to the Spanish. '

Q. Did any other persons overhear that conversation ?

A. Several people were at the table, but he is not acquainted with them,
nor does he know their names. ,

M. Koppers sworn.

Is a native of London. Livesin the district of Cerro. Is in business.
Married ; thirty-one years of age. Last week, he thinks it was Sunday, when
dining at the “ Progreso,” a conversation arose between deponent and Mati-
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enzo, who sat near him, about the respective velocity of English and Spanish
vessels, and in the course of it Matienzo said, with the view of proving the
superiority of Spanish sailing, that notwithstanding the vigilance of the English,
a vessel had arrived with a cargo of fresh negroes. Deponent at first gave
credit to this, but he subsequently convinced himself that there was no truth in
it, Matienzo having spoken in banter, and with the usual levity of his age and
character.
Q. Did deponent communicate this intelligence to any other person ?

A. Cannot remember whether he did, but observes that it must have been
overheard by several foreigners who were dining at the same table. ‘

Q. Can deponent recollect having mentioned the subject to the British
Consul-General in this island ? '

4. Deponent has never spoken to that gentleman on any subject.

-Havana, March 2, 1846.

As, after seeing the above, there appears no reason for continuing these
proceedings, and that they therefore ought to be put a stop to, I address a
formal letter to his Excellency the President-Governor and Captain-General,

for him to be pleased to decide on what is to be done.
OSES. BERNARDO DEL JUNCO.

First Alcaldia Mayor of the Havana and of its Jurisdiction.
Excellency, March 2, 1846.

I enclose to your Excellency, bearing date the 9th, the summary exami-
nation which I have taken in conformity with what your Excellency was pleased
to direct me to do in your letter of the 22nd February last.

God preserve your Excellency many years. ‘

(Signed) BLAS OSES.
His Excellency the President Governor ,
and Captain-General.

No. 13.
The Duke of Sotomayor to the Earl of Aberdeen.

' _ . London, May 20, 1846.
(Translation.) (Received May 22.)

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to the Earl of Aberdeen,
&c., the annexed list, by name, of the emancipados of both sexes, to whom the
Captain-General of the Island of Cuba has delivered their letters of freedom,
placing them at the disposal of the British Commissioners.
-~ The Undersigned, &c. :
~ o (Signed) THE DUKE OF SOTOMAYOR.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. ‘ ’ : ' f
&ec. &e. &e.
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Enclosure in No. 13.

Supremé Civil Government of the Island of Cuba,
Havana, March 31, 1846. '
List of the EMANcIpADOS who received their letters of freedom in the present

month, and whom T placed at the disposal of the British Commissioners,
for their removal from this island, viz.— '

MEN.
Names. Nos. From what Vessel.
Isidoro, alias Cirilo.. 20 Schooner Carlota ..
Desiderio . .. 39 ,» Manolita
Paufilo 134 Brig Firme .
Pablo 13 Schooner Fingal ..
Romualdo .. 34 5 Amalia ..
Anastasio 389 | Brig Firme
Fulgencio 14 »  Intrepido
Ruperto .- 96 Schooner Ninfa
Benito, alias Tomaz 98 Brig Marte
WOMEN.
Names. Nos. From what Vessel.
Ma. Dolores 202 Schooner Planeta
Ines .. . 73 » Deligencia
Paula 74 » 3 J
Coleta 83 2 ”
Purificacion. . 76 - » »
Aniceta 259 Brig Firme
Tomasa 114 » Midaz
Monica 285 5, Firme
Brigida 418 ” »
(Signed)  O’'DONNELL,
No. 14.

Mr. Bulwer to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Madrid, May 11, 1846.
My Lord, (Received May 28.)

1 HAVE the honour to own receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the
929th instant, with its several enclosures, relative to the landing on the coast
near the Havana, of a cargo of 400 Bozal negroes, from the Spanish brig “ San
José” with the connivance of the Spanish authorities. » ; ‘

In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions I have lost no time in de-
manding the serious atfention of the Spanish Government to this new infraction
of the Treaty, as set forth in the correspondence between Her Majesty’s Com-
missioners and Mr. Consul-General Crawford, a copy of which, together with
the latter’s report to the Captain-General of the Havana, I transmitted to his
Excellency M. Isturiz. . - , '

, I have, &c. ,
o (Signed) H. L. BULWER.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. o , ‘
&e. &e. &e. ’
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No. 15.
Myr. Bulwer to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Madrid, May 31, 1846.
My Lord, :  (Received June 10.)

WITH reference to my despatch of the 11th instant, relative to the landing
on the coast, near the Havana, of a cargo of 400 Bozal negroes from the Spanish
brig * San José,” with the connivance of the Spanish authorities, I have the
honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith, copies and translations of a note
and its enclosures, which I have received from M. Isturiz, in answer to the
representation which I addressed to his Excellency upon this subject.

1 have, &c.
' (Signed) H. L. BULWER.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.

- &e. &e. &e.

Enclosure 1 in No. 15.

, M. Isturiz to Mr. Bulwer.
(Translation.) '

Sir, Madrid, May 15, 1846.

I HAVE received your note, dated the 11th instant, relative to the
denunciation made by the British Consul at the Havana, of the disembarkation
of 400 Bozal negroes, and I can assure you that it is very gratifying to me to
give you a reply on the subject, since it affords me the opportunity of giving
you a proof of the loyalty and good faith with which the Spanish Government
fulfils the treaties which bind it with England, and of the sincerity with which
it endeavours to cultivate the good relations of amity which unite it with that
Power.

The denunciation alluded to in your note was made on the 20th of Feb-
ruary, and on the 3rd of March the Captain-General of the Island of Cuba had
already reported this occurrence, precisely in the same words used by Mr.
Crawford in his letter to the British Commissioners of the 21st February.
This gentleman said: “I have made the most diligent enquiries everywhere I
thought it probable information could be obtained, but have been unable to
get at anything respecting the expedition in question, or even ascertain the fact
of such a cargo of Bozal negroeshaving been landed;”—that is to say, that not
even the British Consul was able to ascertain whether the landing had taken
place, which is the same thing stated by Captain General O'Donnell. But,
however, as from the investigations practised by the authorities, some suspicions
were excited, that the report of the landing might have originated from a dis-
pute which took place at an hotel between an Englishman and a Spaniard, a
judicial investigation was also instituted upon this incident, which was trans-
mitted here in original by the Captain-General. ‘ ‘

In order that you may be better acquainted. with the facts, and as a mark
of friendly confidence, I enclose herewith a copy of General O’Donnell’s
despatch, and of the depositions made by Mr. Matienzo and Mr. Koppers,
trusting that the rectitude of your judgment cannot but render justice to the
Spanish Government, and to the superior authorities of Cuba, respecting’ the
religious and strict manner in which the Treaties of 1817 and 1835 are
fulfilled. . ‘

But, notwithstanding the reasons which exist for doubting the correctness
of the fact alluded to in your note to which I have the honour to reply, Her
Majesty’s Government, not less zealous than that of Her Britannic Majesty,
of the fulfilment of the above-said Treaties, will instruct, by next packet, the
Captain-General of the Island of Cuba, to make a further investigation until
the truth of the case has been fully ascertained; and in case of its proving to
be true, to inflict the punishment awarded by law upon its authors and accom-
Pplices. I avail, &e.

' (Signed) XAVIER DE ISTURIZ.
The British Minister Plenipotentiary,

ge. &e.
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_ . Enclosure 2 in No. 15.
The Captain-General of Cuba to the Spanisk Minister for Foreign Affairs.

(Translation.) : Sﬁperior Civil Government of the Island of Cuba,
Most Excellent Sir, , Havana, March 3, 1846.

ON the 20th of last month I received a letter from the British Consul,
denouncing the landing of 400 Bozal negroes on the coast, near to this city.
I immediately returned this communication under a cover, as I have before
done with similar communications of this functionary, and informed your
Excellency of the fact, as it only has reference to the landing of African slaves,
_ in which fhe Consul has no. right to interfere, according to the precise orders
of Her Majesty’s Government.

Notwithstanding this, and that I had no intelligence, nor the least idea of
any strict orders for taking up any number of negroes which should arrive on
the island having been infringed, and even being sure that this will not happen
while 1 command in it, I instantly adopted most certain measures to find out
positively if such an entry of Bozals had taken place, either on the spot
designated or at any other, offering half an ounce of gold for each negro
denounced and apprehended. Very few hours were sufficient to convince me
of the denunciation being unfounded, as it is necessary that Her Majesty’s
Government should know that no landing of negroes can be or has ever been
effected on the Island of Cuba, without its being immediately made public in
all the town. ' o

Very truly, the vigilance of the authorities may be baffled, the entry may
be made without difficulty, and they may even be, concealed by the means
which the mutual interest of all parties has more than once contrived to
employ; but it is impossible that the arrival of the negroes be kept secret.
This is an axiom very familiar to those acquainted with the country, and which,
far from being unknown by the Consul or any other British functionary, it is
undoubtedly they who are better informed of it, being more particularly
interested in the matter. : : ,

The present denunciation, which I resolved to. investigate - after having
obtained confidential information, exact and positive, according to the annexed
original proceedings which I transmit, had, it-appears, no other foundation than
a conversation in an hotel, between a Spaniard and an Englishman, respecting
the speed of the vessels of either nation; and the Englishman afterwards stated in
his deposition that he is sure the arrival of the slaves is not true. - So it is,
undoubtedly and positively, as also, that in the whole of last year, and in the
months which have transpired of this, only one vessel has arrived at this
island, which was compelled to put to sea with the small cargo of negroes
which it carried, without having been able to land more than ten, which were
at once apprehended. ‘

I inform your Excellency of the fact for your knowledge.

(Signed) LEOPOLDO O’DONNELL.
His Eacellency Don J. F. de Isturiz, - ' _
' &e. &e.

Enclosure 3 in No. 15.
The Captain-General to the Alcalde Mayor.

' ‘ Superior Government of the Island of Cuba,
(Translation.) : " Havana, February 22, 1846.

THE British Consul has denounced the landing of a cargo of Bozal
negroes on the coast near this town; and although as it does not belong to
that functionary to interfere in this matter, I have returned his original com-
munication to him; I have adopted, however, the proper measures for- ascer-
taining the fact of which this Government had not the slightest notice. From
the secret information which has been procured up to this moment, it appears
that this denunciation is false; but having also ascertained that the idea was

Crass B.
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suggested by a certain Don Federico Matienzo, when he was at dinner at the
hotel called “ El Progreso,” in the barrio del Cerro, in company with an Eng-
lishman named Koppers; - I have thought it proper, in order to ascertain the
real truth of the case, that you should proceed to institute a summary investi-
gation upon it, for the purpose of taking the necessary meagures according to
the result of this investigation. Consequently you will be pleased to practise
what you consider necessary to that effect, transmitting to me your opinion on
the case as soon as possible.

God preserve you many years. ,
(Signed) LEOPOLDO O’DONNELL.

Deposition of Don Frederico Matienzo.

(Translation.) »

BEFORE me, the Alcalde Mayor and the notary of the city of Havana,
the 28th of February, 1846, appeared Don Federico Matienzo, a native of
Cadiz, living at the barrio del Cerro, a merchant, aged twenty-three, who, after
having taken his oath, was examined as follows :—

Having been asked whether he knew that any cargo of Bozal negroes had
lately arrived and been landed on the coast near this town, he declared:—
That he does not know, nor has the slightest notice of the arrival on this
coast, of any vessel loaded with Bozal negroes. Being asked whether he
accustoms to frequent the hotel called the “Progreso,” and whether he had had
there any conversation on the subject alluded to in the foregoing question, he
stated, that he lives in the aforesaid hotel, and remembers that one day of last
week, he had the caprice of saying at table, addressing himself to an English-
man of the name of Koppers, that about 1000 Bozal negroes had been landed,
adding these words,—*“ Now the English will be d d for not having been
able to seize the vessel in which they came.” But this he said in jest, and
because Mr. Koppers was always asking him whether any Bozal negroes were
being brought, and disputing about the superior quality of the English vessels
compared with the Spanish.

Being asked what other persons were present at the conversation above
alluded to, he said, that several individuals were at table, but that he knows
none of them, nor knows their names; and assured that the deposition is true
according to the oath he has taken, which, after having been read to him, he
confirmed and signed before me, to which I attest.

: (Signed) OSES.

(Signed) FREDERICO MATIENZO.

Deposition of Mr. Koppers.

(Translation.)

IN the most faithful city of Havana, this 2d day of March, 1846, Mr.
Henry Koppers, a native of Liondon, living in the barrio del Cerro, a merchant,
a married man, aged 31, appeared before D. Blas Osés, Alcalde Mayor, and
myself, the undersigned notary, and having taken his oath and been questioned, -
in consequence of the part of the deposition of D. Frederico Matienzo which
concerns him, he stated :—That one day of the week before last, which, to the
best of his recollection, was a Sunday, being at dinner at the Hotel de Progreso,
a conversation took place between deponent and Matienzo, who sat next to
him, about the respective velocity of English and Spanish vessels, and that in -
in the course of it Matienzo said, in order to prove the superiority of Spanish -
vessels, that, in spite of the vigilance of the English cruizers, one of the former,
with .a cargo of 1000 Bozal negroes, had just arrived; which, although the
deponent believed at that moment, he has subsequently been convinced it was
a falsehood, and that Matienzo spoke in jest, and with the levity which is
natural to his age and character.

Being asked whether he communicated the above-mentioned fact to other
persons, the deponent said he did not remember it ; but he added, that it must
have heen heard by several foreigners who were dining at the same table,
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Being asked whether he recollects to have spoken on the subject to Her
Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General in this island, he stated that he has never
spoken with that gentleman on any matter whatsoever; and assured that
his present statement is the exdct truth, according to the oath he had taken,
which, after being read to him, he confirmed and subscribed before me, which I

attest.
(Signed) OSES.
(Signed) HENRY KOPPERS.

No. 16.
M. Tacon to Viscount Palmerston.

27, Welbeck Street, July 9, 1846.
" (Received July 10.)

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to Viscount Palmer-
‘ston, &c., the annexed list, by name, of the emancipated negroes, to whom the
. Ca.ptam-General of the Island.of Cuba has dehvered their letters of freedom
during the month of April last.

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) MIGUEL TACON.
The Rzght Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. L o
&e. - &e. &e. :

Enclosure in No. 16.

Supreme Civil Government of the Island of Cuba,
Havana, April 27, 1846.
List of the Emancipapos to whom I delivered their letters of freedom and
placed at the disposal of the British Commissioners, for their removal
out of this island.

MEN.

- Names. Nos. From what Vessel..
Santiago .. . .. 81 | Orestes
Gonzalvo ..~ : .. 7 Midas
Donato, alias Gregono oy 45 Chubasco
Bonifacio .. e .. 141 Ninfa
Lucas .- ‘e 264 Voladora
Nazario, alias J oaqum .. 292 Julita
Epifanio, alias Francisco .. 77 Indagadora
Marcelino .. e e 68 Campeador
Pastor . . . 147 Magico
Simeon .. .. .. 376 Firme
Camilo .o N 167 Gerges
Jorge . ‘e . 106 Campeador
Eustaquio .. .e 299 Firme
‘Teodoro, alias Joaqum o 289 Joaquina

WOMEN.

: Namés. : Nos. From whaﬁ Vessel.
Ines. ..’ .. ..} 159 | Chubasco
Clrcunclsxon . . 90 | Midas
Ma. de los Ange]es .. 165 Emilio

(Signed) O'DONNELL.



20 SPAIN..

No. 17.

M. Tacon to Viscount Palmerston.

- London, July 23, 1846.
{Translation.) ' (Recewed July 23.)

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to Viscount Palmerston,
&c., the annexed copy of the list of the emancipados to whom the Captain-
General of the Island of Cuba has delivered their respective letters of freedom
in the month of May last, mentioning those freed negroes who have been
placed at the disposal of the British Commissioners for their removal from that
1sland.

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) MIGUEL TACON.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&c. &c. &e.

Enclosure in No. 17.

Superior Civil Government of the Island of Cuba,
Havana, May 27, 1846.

List of the Emancrrapos who have received in the present month their
letters of freedom, mentioning those who remained in this city, and
those whom I placed at the disposal of the British Commissioners for
their removal from this island. ‘

Remained in this city.

MEN.
|
Names. Nos. From what Yessel.
|
Marcelino . .. .. .. 75 Schooner Gallito
Anacleto .. .. .. 137 Brig Campeador ..

Placed at the disposal of the British Commissioners, for their removal out
of this island.

[l
. Names. Nos. From what Vessel.

Anastasio .. . . 7 Brig Magico

Franciseo .. .. .. 24 , Midaz

Primo, alias Francisco .. 142 »  Firme

Eusebio .. .. .. 46 » Midaz

Agapito .. .. .- 181 s»  Ricomar

WOMEN.
Names. Nos. From what Vessel. Children they bave tdken

. with them.
Ma. de Belen;al.ias Carmen 54 Schooner Carlota . . ..} 1 son and 2 daughteré
Victoria . . - 158 Brig Ricomar . ..]1son
Maria del Pilar .. .. 138 » ” .. .. | 1 son and 1 daughter
Leocadia .. .. .. 154 3 1
Cipriana .. . . 246 Schooner Voladora

(Signed) O’DONNELL.
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No. 18.
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bulwer.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Office, August 3, 1846.

BY a despatch recently received from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at
the Havana, dated the 10th ultimo, it appears that the practice of re-selling
- emancipados, which has been going on for some time past under the sanction
and direction of the Captain-General of Cuba, was the public topic of conver-
sation at the Havana. ) ‘

It is stated, among other facts, that the Gas Company had been provided
by the Captain-General with fifty or more of these emancipados, to be at their
disposal for five years as lamp-lighters, a price of five ounces of gold having
been paid by that company for each.

It is also stated, that upwards of 5000 of these unfortunate persons have
been re-sold at rates varying from five to nine ounces of gold, by which means
a profit of upwards of 600,000 dollars has been made by persons in the Govern-
ment House, one-sixth of which sum was divided amongst the subordinate
officers, from the Colonial Secretary downwards; and that 400 emancipados’
had been transferred to the Marques de las Delicias, Chief Judge of the Mixed
Court, and one of the greatest slave-proprietors in the island, to be held by him
for the benefit of the Countess Queraga, wife of General O’Donnell, in order
that she might receive from their labour an income of 4000 dollars a-month. .

I have to instruct you strongly to represent to the Spanish Government,
that these proceedings of the Captain-General of Cuba are a direct and flagrant
violation of the Treaty engagements of Spain, by which negroes emancipated
by decrees of the Mixed Commission were to be really, and not merely nomi-
nally, free. That these proceedings are, moreover, an open disobedience of the
Cedula of Ferdinand, dated the 19th of December, 1817, by which all negroes
landed in any part of the Spanish dominions after the 30th of May, 1820, were
declared to be perfectly free. ‘

You will express the confident hope of Her Majesty’s Government, that the
Government of Spain will give such positive and peremptory orders to General
O’Donnell as may obtain, without further delay, for these nominally-emanci-
pated negroes, that full and complete liberty to which, by the laws of Spain
and by the Treaty engagements of the Spanish Crown, they are as much
entitled as General O'Donnell himself. ;

You will give a copy of this despatch to the Spanish Government.

I am, &ec. :
The Right Hon. H. L. Bulwer, , (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&c. &c.

No. 19.
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bulwer.

Sir, - ' Foreign Office, August 11, 1846.

ON the 8th of June, 1845, Lord Aberdeen addressed a despatch* to Mr.
Jerningham, marked “ Slave Trade,” relative to the Penal Law against Slave
Trade, which, by Article IT of the Treaty of 1835, the Spanish Government
is bound to enact and publish. :

In that despatch Mr. Jerningham was informed of the tardy and imperfect
manner in which the Captain-General of Cuba had promulgated the Penal Law
after it had been communicated to him by his Government; and Mr. Jerning-
ham was instructed to urge the Spanish Government to give orders that the
law in question should receive every publicity, not only at the Havana, but
throughout the whole Island of Cuba; and that it should be carried into effect
with strictness and vigour. : ’ o

Accordingly, on the 80th of June, 1845, Mr. Jerningham addressed a notey
to M. Martinez de la Rosa to the above effect (a copy of which was enclosed
in Mr. Jerningham’s despatch marked ¢ Slave Trade,” dated the 9th of July,

* See Class B. 1845, p. 61. + See Class B. 1845, p. 64.
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1845), but this note appears to have remained unanswered, and no ‘further
communication upon the subject has been received at this office.

I have therefore to desire that you will remind the Spanish Minister of
this matter, and request to be informed what steps have been taken thereupon;
and if it should turn out that the subject has escaped the attention of the
Spanish Government, as there is too much reason to fear is the fact, you will
in that case urge them to cause the requisite instructions to be issued to the
Captain-General. of Cuba, without any further delay.

I am, &ec.
The Right Hon. H. L. Bulwer, (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&e. &ec.

No. 20.
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bulwer.

Sir, Foreign Office, August 14, 1846.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, a despatch, dated the 13th June last, from
Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Consul at the Havana, upon the case of a Spanish
barque called the « Numa,” of Barcelona, and a small coasting schooner, which
have been detained off Matanzas by Her Majesty’s brig “ Daring,” on suspicion
of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and have been carried before the Mixed
Commission Court at the Havana for adjudication. ;

Mr. Crawford states that the detention of the “ Numa” and her consort
has caused a very great sensation at the Havana, and has been the subject of
conversation in the highest quarters; and that amongst those decrying what is
called the injustice of the case, and thus prejudging its merits, is the Chief
Spanish Commissioner, the Marques de las Delicias. ‘¢ But,” Mr. Crawford
adds, * his Excellency is perhaps one of the greatest advocates of slavery in
the ‘island, his large income being principally derived from the gangs of work-
ing negroes whom he has out on hire on the railroads and in the mines and
other works.” ‘

With reference to this statement, I have to instruct you to request the
Spanish Government to consider whether the Marques de las Delicias, being
s0 great a slave-holder, is well fitted to be a member of the Mixed Com-
mission. ' ' ' S

. I am, &c.
The Right Hon. H. L. Bulwer, (Signed) PALMERSTON

&e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 20.

Her Majesty’s Consul-General at the Havana to the Earl of Aberdeen,
June 13, 1846.

[See No. 52, page 62.]

No. 21.
Mr. Jerningham to Viscount Palmerston.

Madrid, August 13, 1846.
My Lord, v (Received August 22.)

I HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of the note which I have addressed
to M. Isturiz, in execution of the instruction contained in your Lordship’s
despatch of the 3rd instant, (marked Slave Trade,) addressed to Mr. Bulwer,
respecting the practice of re-selling emancipated negroes in the Island of
Cuba. : I have, &c. ,

- ’ (Signed) G. S. S. JERNINGHAM.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. &c. &e. !
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Enclosure in No. 21.
My. Jerningham to M. Isturiz.

Sir, Madrid, August 11, 18486.
IN compliance with an instruction from Her Majesty’s Government, I
~ have the honour to transmit to your Excellency, herewith, a copy of a despatch,
dated the 3rd instant, which has been addressed by Viscount Palmerston to
Mr. Bulwer, directing him to make a strong representation to the Government
‘of Her Catholic Majesty, against the practice of re-selling emancipated negroes,
which is stated to have been going on for some time pastin the Island of Cuba,
under the sanction and direction of the Captain-General, which Her Majesty’s
Government consider to constitute a direct and flagrant violation of the Treaty
engagements of Spain, and to which Her Majesty’s Government trust that the
Government of Spain will put an immediate stop.
1 avail myself, &c., ‘
(Signed) G. 8. S. JERNINGHAM.
His Excellency Don Xavier de Isturiz,

&e. &e.

No. 22.
M. Tacon to Viscount Palmerston.

‘ Welbeck Street, August 23, 1846.
(Translation.) (Received August 26.)

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to Viscount Palmerston,
&c., the annexed list, by name, of the emancipated negroes, who, during the
month of June last, received their respective letters of freedom from the Captain-
General of the Island of Cuba. ~ '

The Undersigned, &c.  (Signed) " MIGUEL TACON.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. '

&e. &c. | &e.

Enclosure in No. 22.

Island of Cuba. Superior Civil Government,
Havana, June 27, 1846.
List of the Emancipapos who received letters of freedom in the present
month, mentioning those who have remained in this city, and those whom
I placed at the disposal of the British Commissioners for their removal
from this island.

Placed at the disposal of the British Commissioners.

.MEN. -
Names. Nos. From what Vessel.
Apolonio .. .. - 154 Carlota
Anselmo .. .. ..l .161 "
Bonifacio .. ‘e .. 18 Pto. Escondido
Longino, aliag Simon .. 75 Schooner Maria
. Higinio e iae .. 100 | , « Amalia
Abraham .. e . 56 . Voladora
Felipe .w .o s 99 ” 2
Timoteo .. .. .- 925" | Brig Ricomar
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WOMEN.
Names. Nos. | From what Vessel. Chl]dre:v;:k?l?egfy took
Mariana / e e | 143 Macambo
Cristina .. .. .. 253 Sta. Rosa .. .. ..| A daughter
Eleuteria .. .. . 229 Brig Firme .
Polonia .r .. .. 79 Schooner Diligencia
Olalla . .. . 397 Brig Portugues
Prisca .e .e .. 372 » 2
Remained in this city.
Name. No. From what Vessel.
Guadalupe .. .. . 80 Brig Relampago
(Signed) " O'DONNELL.
No. 23.

M. Tacon to Viscount Palmerston.

; Welbeck Street, September 11, 1846.
(Translation.) (Received September 12.)

THE Undersigned, &c., in compliance with orders from his Government,
has the honour to present to Viscount Palmerston, &c., the following answer to
the note which, on the 19th of last December, Lord Aberdeen addressed to the
Duke of Sotomayor, in reply to that which he had written to the former on the
30th of May preceding,* to claim from the Government of Her Britannic
Majesty, a compensation for the damages and prejudices occasioned to Mr.
Stephen Balaguer, an inhabitant and merchant of Porto Rico, by the unlawful
capture of his schooner the  Josefa,” by the English brig the * Curlew,” and to
request an indemnity for the family of M. Miguel Calvet, the captain of that
schooner, who died at Sierra Leone, a victim of the insalubrity of a country to
which he had been conducted by force and unjustly. ,

Lord Aberdeen says, that so far from its having been fully proved by the
documents enclosed by the Duke of Sotomayor, that the “ Josefa,” on sailing
from Forto Rico, was bound for the Island of St. Thomas and the coast of
Africa, inthe exercise of a legitimate commerce, the proceedings before the
tribunal leave no doubt that that vessel, at the time of her capture, was
equipped and destined for the Traffic in Negroes ; and that furthermore it clearly
appears that the consent of Captain Denman, the first captor, to deliver up the
vessel to her captain, and the subsequent sentence of restitution decreed by the
Mixed Commission, were founded, not on the innocence of the traffic in which
the vessel was engaged, but solely on the circumstance of his not being duly
justified by the Treaty to make the capture, because he had not the required
authorization ; that the position of the second captor was different, inasmuch as
he was invested with the necessary full powers to detain Spanish vessels fitted
out for the traffic in negroes ; and that notwithstanding this circumstance, and
the fact that the prohibited effects were found on board the “Josefa,” the
Mixed Commission, on the ground that she had been placed within the reach
of the second captor by an irregular act of the first, deemed it just to restore
the vessel to her owners, but accompanying its sentence by a condemnation in
costs, on account of her criminal occupation. ,

The illegality of the first capture having been recognised by the Mixed
Commission, the Undersigned considers it unnecessary -to enter into a dis-
cussion on this point; but with respect to the second capture, which in fact was
only a continuation of the first, inasmuch as the * Josefa ” had not yet been
released, he deems it his duty to lay some observations before his Lordship,

* See Class B. 1845 (presented 1846, p. 118).
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and, with the view to the better understanding of this subject, to take a slight
survey of the case of the brigantine  General Manso,” which was the first of
the three Spanish vessels (viz., the  General Manso,” the Victorina,” and the
«Josefa,”) that was condemned, and whose circumstances the Mixed Commission
declared to be the same, extending itself consequently more on this case, and
grounding on it the sentence which it pronounced on the other two.

The brigantine *“ General Manso” was captured on the 18th November,
by Her Majesty’s brig the  Curlew,” and conducted to Sierra Leone, where
she arrived on the 28th of the same month. '

This vessel was taken, though she had no slaves on board, and Mr.
Denman, -the commander of the “Curlew,” had not received the necessary
authorization or instruction in accordance with the Treaty of 1835. :

When within four days’ sail of Sierra Leone, the captor agreed with the
captain of the “ General Manso,” to leave him at liberty to continue his voyage,
giving him moreover a certificate of the capture having been illegal, and
requesting in it that he might not be molested by any man-of-war for the space
of five days, which was the time he calculated as necessary for placing him in
the same point where he bad taken him, exacting on his part from the captain
of the « General Manso,” to renounce all claim to which he might be entitled in
consequence of the said capture. . ‘ : ,

This agreement took place on the 2nd of December, and it was also
stipulated that an officer of the “Curlew,” should conduct the Spanish brigantine
out of the port. :

On the 3rd, arrived at Sierra Leone the “Leveret,” authorized to capture
on account of equipment alone, and Lieutenant Norcott replaced in the
command of the ¢ Curlew,” Mr. Denman, who had been promoted.

On the following day the brigantine ¢ General Manso” put to sea, having
on board the officer of the «Curlew,” who was to see her out of port, as had
been stipulated. This officer detained the vessel at a certain distance without
allowing the necessary sail to be made, or without choosing to withdraw, till
the ‘¢ Leveret” came out and took her. On board the ““ Leveret” was the new
commander of the «“ Curlew,” and consequently the superior of the officer in
charge of the “ Generul Manso,” who could not, without orders have taken
upon himself to take the brigantine out of the port.

On the 5th December, they presented themselves to the Mixed Com-
mission, and the proceedings commenced. ,

The process was prolonged, without there existing or being alleged any
motive for it, to the 18th July, 1836, when sentence was pronounced by
acquitting the vessel, but condemning the captain to pay all the costs. .

The same sentence was passed on the “ Victorina” and the schooner
« Josefa,” now under consideration. :

~ And to justify this sentence, on what do the British Commissioners pro-
ceed? In the report to their Government, they state, It appears that in
virtue of the last paragraph of Article II of the Regulation for the Mixed
Courts of Justice, and of the second of the two Articles referred: to in it, if it be
proved that a vessel is equipped according to Article X of the Treaty, at the
time of her capture, though the said equipment may have had a legal object, or
if the captain of the captured vessel shall have led the captor into error, and
thus have occasioned her detention, the captors shall not be responsible for the
costs of the process, which” (the Commissioners add) ““ must therefore. fall
upon the party opposed, as in this case.” R :

- Apart from the want of formality, sufficiently singular, which marks the
procedure of judges, who, in order to prop up a sentence, take their stand on an
Article which appears to exist in a Treaty, in accordance with whose provisions
they are to adjudicate, is the consideration deduced logical? or at least is it
rational ? Certainly not. The Articles cited, and the 5th of Annex B, in which
it is stipulated that these costs shall be borne by the Government of the
country to which the captor belongs, are so clearly worded, that it is scarcely
credible that such an interpretation should bond fide have been given them. -

As an additional motive for condemning the brigantine “ General Manso”
to the payment of all the costs of the process, the Mixed Commission alleges
~ that “ up to the act of sailing from the colony, she was equipped for the Slave
Trade.” ' :

The schooner “ Josefa” did not chance to sail from the port, nor even to

Crass B. |
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make any preparation to that effect. 'This only difference between the two
cases is confessedly recognized by the Mixed Commission; but far from miti-
gating on that account its sentence, it avers that the culpable negligence of the
persons interested in keeping her thus equipped within the port, had imperiously
imposed on the captors the necessity of taking her, and looking to her for the
costs consequent on the process, to whose payment it for this reason condemns
her. The Mixed Commission shows itself severe and inexorable. If they
remained in port, they were criminal ; if they quitted it, they were so likewise.
What expedient, then, was left to these unfortunate captains to resort to? It
may perhaps be said, that they ought to have got rid of the effects which
rendered their vessels suspicious. Inthe case of the brigantine ¢ General Manso,”
this might perhaps have been practicable ; but it cannot be supposed that her
captain was aware of doing any criminal act, when an officer of the Royal
English Marine assisted in its execution. But as to the schooner ““ Josefa,” it
was entirely impossible, for, as his Lordship can collect from the deposition of
the English officer, Mr. Alexander T. Reid, the captain of the prize on board
that vessel, the latter was never set at liberty, and consequently her captain
could never exercise any authority over her or over her cargo. :

Another irregularity, of a still graver character, if possible, on account of
the just suspicions to which it gives rise, is observable in the proceedings had
in these cases before the Mixed Commission, namely, the long delay of eight
months, without a well-founded cause, in the carrying on and sentence of the
process, notwithstanding that it is expressly and peremptorily laid down in
Article III of the Regulations for the Mixed Courts of Justice, that ‘“in no case
shall the definitive sentence be deferred beyond the period of two months,
whether by reason of the absence of witnesses, or for any other cause whatever,
exeept when the interested parties shall interpose an appeal; in which case, pro-
vided always that the said interested party or parties give sufficient security to
answer for the costs, and take on themselves the risk of the delay, the Court
may, at their discretion, grant a fresh delay; but this shall never exceed four
months.”

The Mixed Commission greatly exceeded this limit, without there appear-
ing any just cause for it, nor did the parties concerned give the security which
is required by the above-cited article. In Lord Aberdeen’s reply, it is alleged
that the delay was consented to at the instance of the parties; but this reason
is inadmissible, as the tribunals are expressly forbid to extend it beyond four
months on any pretext whatsoever, and the Undersigned would be at a loss to.
comprehend what powerful motive the Mixed Commission could have had for
being so scandalously wanting to its duties, if the deposition of Mr. Robert
Dougan, the attorney of the captors, did not set it forth in the clearest and
most explicit terms. This juris consult says, “that when the Josefa’ was
taken for the second time, the Court had not yet received any instruction to
act in accordance with the Treaty, in virtue of which that vessel was detained,
and that consequently the proceedings could not commence immediately.”

The Mixed Commission did not receive the instructions till the 5th of
July, 1836, and up to that day it could not constitute itself a Mixed Court of
Justice. This clearly and incontrovertibly accounts for so long and so illegal a -
procrastination. .

There are, besides, in the process alluded to, various other flaws of no
small moment, but the Undersigned deems it of no purpose to trespass with an
enumeration of them on his Lordship’s attention, being sincerely convinced
that if Her Britannic Majesty’s Government will be pleased to take into con-
sideration the remarks which he has had the honour to present to it, the nulity
of the process cannot fail to be recognized by it, any more than that the sen-
tence pronounced by the Mixed Commission was “ contrary to law and equity.”
The Undersigned also refrains from making any observation on the conduct of
the officers of the ships of Her Britannic Majesty ¢ Curlew” and “ Leveret,”
because he is firmly persuaded that Captain Denman having exacted from the
commander of the “Josefa,” Don Miguel Calvet, as a conditio sine qud non
for the restitution of the vessel which he had illegally taken, and which he was
bound as well in honour as in justice to give up, the formal promise that he
would not enforce against him any claim for the damages and prejudices
occasioned, and the having permitted the schooner “Josefa” to be once more
captured, while the captain of the prize whom he, Denman himself, had placed
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in her, was still on board, and while the prize consequently was still under the
safeguard of his, Denman’s, honour, are facts which can never be approved of
by a Government so distinguished for its high morality as is that of Her
Britannic Majesty. ‘

In reference to the reasons above stated, and by the order of Her Catholic
Majesty’s Government, the Undersigned has the honour to reiterate the claim
preferred by the Duke of Sotomayor on the 30th May, 1845, and to manifest
to the Right Honourable Viscount Palmerston, that the sum of 1251 12s. 4d.

“offered in the name of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government through Lord
Aberdeen, in payment of the effects abstracted from the schooner “ Josefa,”
while she was in charge of an English officer, would in every case be insufficient,
seeing that by the Treaty of 1835 (Annex B, Article VII) the claimant is
entitled to the interest of 5 per cent. annually, till the sum assigned shall have
been paid up. _ ; '

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) MIGUEL TACON.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. &e. &ec.

No. 24.
- M. Tacon to Viscount Palmerston.

38, Harley Street, Cavendish Square,
: » October 8, 1846.
(Translation.) ' v (Received October 9.) v
THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to Viscount Palmerston,
&c., the annexed list, by name, of the emancipated negroes, to whom the

Captain-General of the Island of Cuba delivered their letters of freedom in the
month of July last. '

‘The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) MIGUEL TACON.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. -

&e. &ec. &c.

Enclosure in No. 24.

Island of Cuba. Supreme Civil Government
Havana, July 29, 1846.

List of the Emancipapos who received letters of freedom in the. present
month, and were delivered to the British Commissioners for removal from
this island, as well as the freedman Primo, known as Francisco, No. 142,
of the brig  Firme,” embarked on the 29th of May last, in the English
steamer “ Trent,” from which he fled, and was captured by the police.

MEN.
: Names. o Nos. - From what Vessel.
Primo,-alias Fl'anciéi:o Cee 142 Brig Firme . .. | Runaway negro
Juan.. . . . 4 Schooner-Sant. .. .
Crispiano .. .e . 204 Brig Portuguese .. o
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WOMEN.
Names. Nos. From what Vessel. Chlldrex;nva}lnot%negxey took
Escolastica .. . .- 395 Brig Portugues
Olaya .. .. 208 Joven Reina . « .| A son named Jacinto,
Arcadla, alias Carolma .. 362 Portugues
Coleta . .. .. 411 » .. .. .. v _ Eusebio
Ma.dela Luz .. e 232 Gerges ., .e .. » Eusebio
Gregoria, alias Carmen .. 104 Emilio
Florencia .. .. . 405 Portugues .. e e . Narciso
(Signed) O’DONN ELL.
No. 25.

Viscount Palmerston to M. Tacon,

Foreign Office, October 12, 1846.

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour te acknowledge the receipt of the
note addressed to him on the 8th instant, by M. Tacon, &ec., enclosing a list
of emancipated negroes to whom the Captain-General of the Island of Cuba
issued certificates of liberty in the month of July last.

In returning his thanks to M. Tacon for that communication, the Under-
signed has to express the hope of Her Majesty’s Government that no further
delay will take place in giving to all the other emancipados in Cuba that full
and entire freedom to which by Treaty and by Law they are entitled, and of
which they have so long and so unjustly been deprived, and the Undermgned

ava.lls, &e. .
(Signed) PALMERSTON.
Don Miguel Tacon,

&c. &c.

No. 26.
M. Tacbn to Viscount Palmerston.

London, October 22, 1846.
(Translation.) ' (Recetved October 23.)

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to Viscount Palmerston,
&c., the accompanying list, by name, of the emancipated negroes, to whom the
Captam-(xeneral of the Island of Cuba has delivered their respective letters of
freedom during the month of August last. ,
- In transmitting to Viscount Palmerston this list, which offers a new proof
of the scrupulousness with which the Spanish authorities comply with the
Treaties upon this matter, the Undersigned cannot do less than hope that the
Government of Her Britannic Majesty will feel persuaded, that on the part of
that of Her Catholic Majesty no means will be omitted for to put an end to the
illicit Traffic. of Negroes, and to secure complete liberty to the emancipados
who are legally entitled to it. ,

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) MIGUEL TACON.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
¥e. &e. &e.
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Enclosure in No. 26.

Havana, August 29, 1846.

Last of EMancipaTaD NEeerors, of both sexes, who received this month their
letters of freedom, and were transported out of this island in the English
steamer “ Severn,” which left yesterday this port, and for which purpose I
placed them at the disposal of the British Commissioners. ‘

MEN.
Names. Nos. From what Vessel.

Faustino ~ .. . ..l 85 Schooner Gallita

Florencia-. .. .. .- 40 ’»

Emeterio .. .. .. 50 ’

Claudio 127 »

Zacarias .. 334 Brig Firme

Nazario .. e as 173 »» Aguila

Luciano .. .. .. 5 Goleta Amalia

WOMEN.
Names. Nos. From what Vessel. | Chﬂdre?viﬁ]h:{; xtx}fey took
Maria de los Angeles 75 Schooner Julita A son and daughter
Cristina, alias Josefa 332 ”» Maria
Govita, alias Juana . . 285 ” . Two sons
Maria Dolores 392 » Ninfa
Catalina 80 Brig Ricomar A son
(Signed) O'DONNELL.
No. 27.
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bulwer.

Sir, Foreign Office, October 27, 1846.

I HAVE to refer you to Article XII of the Penal Law against Slave
Trade, enacted in Spain in the year 1845, by which it is decreed that «the
Mixed Tribunals mentioned in the Treaty of 1835, shall transmit, the one
established in the Antilles, to the Governors and Captains-General of the Islands
of Cuba and Porto Rico; and the other established at Sierra Leone, to the

" Regent of the Court of Justice of the Canary Islands; all the documents
relating to the trial in case of any vessel having been declared to be a lawful
prize ; together with the persons seized on bpard the same, in order that the
proper tribunals may institute the necessary trials,” &c.

I have had under consideration, in conjunction with the law' officers of the
Crown, the means to be adopted to carry the provisions of this Article of the
law into effect with respect to the crews of Spanish vessels condemned by the
Mixed Court at Sierra Leone; and in accordance with the opinion of the law
officers, 1 have issued to Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone the
instructions of which I enclose a copy; and I have to instruct you to request
the Spanish Government to issue corresponding instructions to their Commis-
sioners in the Mixed Court, in order that the stipulations of the Treaty, as
confirmed by the Law of 1845, may be duly carried into effect. o -

Her Majesty’s Government. is of opinion that the expense of retaining the
prisoners from Spanish vessels in custody after sentence of condc_emnatlon on
their vessel, and of transmitting them to the Canary Islands for trial, ought in
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fairness to be borne by the Spanish Government, it being an expense incurred
solely for the vindication of Spanish law; and you will make a proposition

accordingly to the Spanish Government.
I am, &ec.

The Right Hon. H. L. Bulwer, (Signed) PALMERSTON.
- &e. o & :

Enclosure in No. 27.

Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone,
October 27, 1846.

[See Class A, No. 45, page 95.]

No. 28.
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bulwer.

Sir, Foreign Office, November 18, 1846.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch
from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana, in which the Commissioners
suggest, for the reasons stated in their despatch, that they should be again
empowered, as formerly, to communicate with the Captain-General of Cuba on
matters relating to the Slave Trade.

I have to refer you to the former correspondence which passed upon this
subject, and especially to Lord Aberdeen’s despatch, marked Slave Trade,
dated the 14th of February, 1845, as showing the grounds upon which it was
then determined that Her Majesty’s Commissioners should limit their commu-
nications with the Captain-General to the cases of vessels detained under the
the Treaty in virtue of which they act as Commissioners, and should leave to
the Consul-General the duty of communicating with the Captain-General on all
matters affecting the execution of that Treaty.

Upon a reconsideration of this subject, Her Majesty’s Government have
thought, upon the whole, that it will be best that henceforward all communi-
cations upon matters connected with the Slave Trade should be made to the
Captain-General by the Commissioners, and that the Consul-General should
for that purpose communicate to them any information which he may receive
on such subjects. I shall therefore instruct those parties accordingly; and in
the meantime I have to desire that you will make this decision known to the
Spanish Government, and express the hope and expectation of Her Majesty’s
Government, that positive and effectual orders will be given to the Captain-
General to pay due and prompt attention to such communications. -

’ ' I am, &c.

The Right Hon. H. L. Bulwer, (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 28.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana to Viscount Palmerston,
September 26, 1846.

[See Class A, No. 89, page 168.]

No. 29.
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bulwer.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 10, 1846.

I HAVE ‘to refer you to my despatch marked * Slave Trade,” of the 14th
of August last; in which, with reference to the case of the Spanish vessels
“ Numa” and “ Rauret,” which were capture by Her Majesty’s ship * Daring,”
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on suspicion of being engaged in Slave Trade, and were carried before the Mixed
Court at the Havana for adjudication, 1 desired you to call the attention of the
Spanish Government to the fact reported by Her Majesty’s Consul-General in
Cuba, that the 'anish Commissary Judge at the Havana is one of the principal
advocates of slavery in Cuba, is a very large slave-holder, and derives the prin-
cipal part of his large income from letting slaves on hire. I now transmit to
you a copy of a letter and of its enclosures,. received at this department from the
Admiralty, containing the observations of Captain Matson, the capior of the
~ vessels in question, on the case of the *“ Numa,” and corroborating the statement
above alluded to made by Her Majesty’s Consul-General.

I have not yet received from you any report of the steps which you have
taken on the receipt of my despatch above mentioned; but if the Government
of Her Catholic Majesty should not already have seen the propriety of appoint-
ing some other person to be Commissary Judge at the Havana, I have to instruct
you again to call their attention to this case; to point out to them that, as the
present Commissary Judge in the Mixed Court at the Havana is the owner of a
large number of slaves whom he lets out for hire, and derives therefore a large
income from the results of Slave Trade, he cannot be a proper person to act as
judgein the trial of vessels detained on suspicion of being engaged in that traffic;
and you will suggest to the Spanish Government, that it is very desirable that
the person to be appointed to that office should be as little connected as it is
possible for any Spanish subject in Cuba to be, with the criminal practices
which it is his duty to punish.

I am, &c.
,, (Signed) PALMERSTON
The Right Hon. H. L. Bulwer,

&e. &e.

Enclosure 1 in No. 29.

The Secretary to the Admiralty o the Right. Hon. E. J. Stanley.

Sir, ‘ ‘ Admiralty, December 3, 1846.

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send
you herewith, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, copies of a letter
from Vice-Admiral Sir F. W. Austen, dated the 27th of October last, and its
enclosures, relative to the release of two vessels by the Mixed Commission
Court at the Havana, which vessels had been captured by Her Majesty’s sloop
*“Daring,” for being equipped for the Slave Trade; and I am to” request you
will draw Lord Palmerston’s attention to the statement, that the Spanish J udge
in the Mixed Court at the Havana, derives an income of 30,0001 a-year by
letting out 2000 slaves, of whom he is the owner. ‘

I am, &c.
The Right Hon. E. J. Stanley, (Signed) H. G. WARD.

&e. &e.

Enclosure 2 in No. 29.
Vice-Admiral Sir F. Austen to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

. v “ Vindictive,” at Bermuda,
Sir, : October 27, 1846.

WITH reference to my letter of the 7th August last, reporting that Her
Majesty’s sloop *“ Daring” had captured two slavers off the Havana, I request
you will be pleased to inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that
both these vessels have been released, though without costs. But in order that
their Lordships may perceive the means that have been resorted to, to prevent
their condemnation, I have the honour to transmit a copy of a letter from
Commander Matson, relative to the “ Numa,” one of the captured vessels,
which there cannot be a doubt was intended for the coast of Africa.
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It is my intention to have a vessel cruizing constantly round the Island
of Cuba, as soon as I have one available; but I am so very short of vessels

at present, that it is out of my power to do so.
I am, &c.

(Signed) FRANCIS AUSTEN,
The Secretary of the Admiralty. Vice-Admiral.

Enclosure 3 in No. 29.

Commander Matson to Mr. Lambert.

Sir, “ Daring,” Sacrificios, September 23, 1846.

WITH reference to my letter of the 28th of June, 1846, to Commodore
Pring, reporting the capture of two slave-vessels off Havana, I have the honour
to inform you, that the lot having fallen on the Spanish Arbitrator, that officer
agreed unhesitatingly with his Spanish colleague, and the vessels were accord-
ingly liberated ; but the owners disallowed all claims for damages or demurrage
on accoun of their detention,

2. I beg that you will be pleased to call the attention of the Commander-
in-chief to the case of the ¢ Numa,” the sentence being, I consider, in direct
contravention both to the letter and the spirit of the Treaty between Great
Britain and Spain, I enclose copies of my declarations made at the time of
capture, and of a report of survey made by the officers of this sloop, which
documents were verified on oath before the Court, and by several examinations
of the vessel made by the Judges and other officers of the Mixed Court. .

3. The vessel thus left Havana perfectly equipped for the Slave Trade;
she wanted only a further supply of water and provisions to enable her to
carry 1000 slaves across the Atlantic. She had on board almost every article
mentioned in Article X of the Treaty with Spain of the 28th of June, 1835,
the only excuse on the part of the owners being, that those articles were re-
quired in a former voyage when she conveyed ninety-eight emigrants from
Spain to Havana; but it was not attempted to be proved that they were re-
quired on the voyage in which she was captured ; besides it was satisfactorily
proved, that although the planks for the slave-deck were fitted fore and aft,
they had never been used.

4. If the case of this vessel be taken as a precedent, a perfectly equipped
slave-vessel may leave Havana with impunity, for it will only be necessary for
the owners to show that the prohibited articies had once been required for legal
purposes. - .

5. With reference to this subject, I beg to state that the Spanish Judge,
the Marques d’Esteva, is well known to be one of the largest slave-owners in the
Island of Cuba, and is necessarily much interested in the Slave Trade. Although
with scarcely an acre of land, he possesses upwards of 2000 slaves, and derives
an immense income from their labour, by hiring them out at so much per
month. A very short time since he let on hire to the contractors of a railroad,
700 slaves, at the rate 17 dollars each per month. It is considered that he
derives a net annual income of £30,000 sterling from the hire of his slaves
alone. Such a person can be scarcely considered an impartial judge in any
question of Slave Trade.

_ I have, &c.
Geo. R. Lambert, Esq. (Signed) H. J. MATSON,
e. &c. 7 Commander.

Enclosure 4 in No. 29,

Declaration of Commander Matson.

I, THE undersigned, Henry James Matson, holding the rank of Com-
mander in Her Britannic Majesty’s Navy, and commanding Her Majesty’s sloop
‘““Daring,” duly authorized by the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain,
dated the28th of June, 1835, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, do hereby
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declare, that on the 10th day of June, 1846, being in latitude 23° 18’ north, and
longitude 81° 30" west of Greenwich, I seized the Spanish barque * Numa,”
whereof José Catala is master, for having violated the said Treaty ; and I farther
declare, that the vessel had on board at the time of seizure, a crew of fourteen
persons, without any passengers or slaves. ,

And T also declare that I found this vessel to be fitted and equipped for the
Slave Trade, having 4

1. Divisions and bulkheads in the hold and on deck, in greater number
than are necessary for vessels engaged in lawful trade. '

2. Spare planks fitted for laying down as a complete slave-deck, fore and aft.

3. An extraordinary number of water-casks, more than sufficient for the
crew of a merchant-vessel, besides a great number of casks in shakes, packed
ready for setting up again, the whole being capable of containing 5000 gallons
of water, the master not having a certificate relating to either of the above
articles. B .

4. A greater quantity of mess-tubs and kids than requisite for the use of
the crew.

5. Two large cooking-places, more than sufficient for the crew of a mer-
chant-vessel, and fitted to receive large boilers. ,

6. Three large boilers, either one of which is much larger than requisite
for the crew of a merchant-vessel. ‘

I do further declare, that the only papers produced to me on my first going
on board, were those marked 1, 2, and 5; but on my repeatedly stating that
such papers were not sufficient to prove the vessel’s national character, the
master procured those marked 3 and 4. '

I do further declare, that for several hours previously to being boarded by
me, this vessel kept continually altering her course, so as to avoid the track in
which the “ Daring” was proceeding; and that on its being reported to me that
she had repeatedly exchanged signals with a small pilot-boat schooner, I sent to
board the latter vessel, and found her without anything on board excepting the
water-casks, which the master stated were for sale. He, the master, at first
denied, but afterwards acknowledged having made a signal, because a man-of-
war was in sight. :

Given under my hand this 11th day of June, 1846.

(Signed) H. J. MATSON, Commander,
Commanding H.M. sloop “ Daring.”

Enclosure 5 in No. 29.
“Declaration of Commander Matson.

I, THE Undersigned, Henry James Matson, holding the rank of Com-
mander in Her Britannic Majesty’s Navy, and commanding Her Majesty’s sloop
“Daring,” do further declare, (in the case of the Spanish barque “ Numa,”
detained by me for being engaged in the Slave Trade,) that I find the vessel to
be in the following state, viz.:— , 4

1st. The spare planks forming part of the deck are apparently new ; they
consist of new deal boards, which have neither been soiled nor wetted, nor used
in any former voyage. In fact, the slave-deck, although completely fitted,
appears never to have been used; it is 58 feet long, 27 feet wide, and from
3 feet 11 inches to 4 feet 1 inch high, under the beams. :

2nd. The vessel appears to have been recently fitted with a number of
holes (between sixty and seventy) round the slave-deck, which are commonly
used for the reception of iron bars for the better securing of the slaves.

3rd. The vessel has on board a Swedish ensign and pendant, and a plain
red flag, the well-known symbol of a Spanish slave-vessel; also fourteen
wooden quakers, or sham guns, with brass tampions.

- Given under my hand, this 14th day of June, 1846.
(Signed) H. J. MATSON, Commander,
: Commanding H.M. sloop * Daring.”

Crass R.
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Enclosure 6 in No. 29.

Declaration of the Senior Lieuienant, Second Lieutenant, Master, and Carpenter,
of H.M. sloop “ Daring.”

PURSUANT to an order from Henry James Matson, Esq., Commander of
Her Majesty’s sloop ““ Daring,” dated June 13, 1846, and to us directed,—

. We, whose names are hereto subscribed, have been on board the Spanish
barque ““ Numa,” detained by Her Britannic Majesty’s sloop “ Daring,” for
being engaged in the Slave Trade; and having carefully examined her fittings
and equipment for that traffic, do make the following report of the result of
our proceedings, viz.:— ‘

1. Bulkheads actually standing on the second or slave-deck, three in num-
ber, partly standing, and the remaining part fitted and ready for putting up;
and the cants down, one in number, abaft the pumps, a piece of bulkhead
2 feet 10} inches long; cants extending beyond for bulkheading, 4 feet 10
inches long; and marks of the same extending to the sides, also a mark on the
deck of the cabin of another bulkhead, the whole as shown in the accompany-
ing plan.

2. Spare planks, (supposed) sixty-one in number, with carlings (number
unknown), all of which carlings, and a large proportion of the planks have
never been used except for the purpose of fitting, and are perfectly clean, with
the edges fresh planed and unsoiled.

3. Large casks (leaguers), part full and part empty, twenty-five in number;
wine pipe and cask empty, one of each; large casks (leaguers), shaken separate
and ready for setting up, twenty-three in number—in all, fifty in number; being
more than required for the use of the crew, fourteen in number.

4. Large tubs (one capable of holding nearly half a pipe), five in number,
and mess tins, fifteen in number, much more than requisite for the use of her
crew.

5. Three boilers of the capacity of 13§, 8, and 74 gallons imperial mea-
sure respectively, besides other smaller utensils belonging to a caboose not in
use for the crew, there being another on board much more than sufficient for
that purpose.

6. An unusual quantity of cabin stores, particularly of bread and potatoes;
the former stowed in bulk in five cabins, and more than sufficient for the use of
the crew for a voyage across the Atlantic and back.

7. On the second or slave-deck, two new streaks of pine wood have been
inserted in the lining of the sides, and in the upper one which is composed of
pieces of wood shaped thus } { and butting together, so as to
leave openings at distances varying from 13 to 15 inches, and said to be
solely for the purposes of ventilation; but such are commonly in use in slave-
ships for the reception of the ends of iron bars or chains for securing the
slaves. Having closely examined the whole of this fitting, and finding that
(although each piece was fitted separately, and was not in all cases of the same
length) many of the holes were either partially or entirely closed by timbers,
we feel fully convinced that these openings have not been solely made for the
purpose stated.

The barque “ Numa” has also on board a quantity (supposed to be four-
teen) of wooden quakers (sham guns), most perfectly formed and hollowed, and
fitted for screwing into her ports, and with brass tampions (but at present in
her hold), as well as a Swedish ensign and pendant, the former much worn, but
receutly repaired with new buntin, and the pendant worn and torn in two pieces.

There are also on board three light small whale-boats, one of which appears
to have been lately exchanged for the long-boat, whose chocks are now on
board, and without which it is not usual for merchant-vessels in lawful trade to
cross the Atlantic. ‘

And we declare that we have performed this service with such care and
accuracy, that we are ready to make oath to the impartiality and equity of our
proceedings. , . '

Given on board the “ Numa,” at Havana, the 14th June, 1846.

' (Signed) R. STUDDERT, Senior Lieutenant.
F. C. HUBERT, Second Lieutenant.
G. MOORE, Master.
‘WM. HERRING, Carpenter.
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No. 30.
Viscount Palmerstoh to Mr. Bulwer,

Sir, Foreign Office, December 14, 1846.

I TRANSMIT to you, for your information, copies of two despatches
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana, on the
. subject of the numerous Africans declared to be emancipated under the Treaty
of 1817, who are still retained in bondage in the Island of Cuba.

With reference to the contents of these despatches, I have to instruct you
to present a note to the Spanish Government, stating that Her Majesty’s
Government had hoped, that long before this time the Spanish Government
would have seen fit to fulfil the Treaty engagements of the Spanish Crown, by
giving real and practical freedom to the great number of negroes in Cuba, who
having been adjudged to be free by the decree of the Mixed Tribunal, have,
nevertheless, for many years continued to suffer the most degrading slavery,
aggravated if possible by the circumstance of their bearing the name of Eman-
cipados, in derision, as it were, of the cruel and oppressive bondage in which
they have been illegally retained. ‘ V

You will at the same time -draw the attention of M. Isturiz to the fact,
that General O’Donnell is known to have assigned over a considerable number
of the emancipados to his wife, who receives the payments made for their ser-
vices. You will state that you are instructed by Her Majesty’s Government to
observe, that they cannot believe that conduct so unworthy of the Captain-
General himself, and so injurious to the Government which he represents, will
be permitted by the Spanish Government to pass with impunity; and that you
are instructed again to demand from the Spanish Government the immediate
liberation of all the remaining emancipados. '

Her Majesty’s Government trust that the Spanish Government will at
once inform them that the requisite orders for this purpose have been sent to
General O’Donnell, and that an assurance will also be given, that prompt
obedience of such orders will be enforced. ‘

I am, &e.
. (Signed) PALMERSTON.
The Right Hon. H. L. Bulwer, '
’ sfcf 2

Enclosures in No. 30.
1. Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Hovana to Viscount Palmerston,
September 30, 1846.

2. Her Mdjesty’s Commassioners at the Havana to Viscount Palmerston,
October 30, 1846. .

[See-Class A, Nos. 90 and 93, pages 169 and 172.].

No.3l.
M Tacon to Viscount Palmerston.

London, December 21, 1846
_ : . (Received December 22.)
THE Undei*signed, &c., has the honour to transmit to Viscount Palmerston,
&e., a list, by name, of the emancipated negroes who, in the month of Sep-
tember last, received their respective letters of freedom from the Captain-
General of the Island of Cuba, oo .
. The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) MIGUEL TACON.
The R'iglht Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
: &e. &e. &e.
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Enclosure in No. 31.

Island of Cuba, Superior Civil Government,
Havana, September 26, 1846.

List .of the Emancirapos who received their letters of freedom, and whom I
have placed at the dispesal of the British Commissioners for their removal
~ from this island.

MALES. -
Nam. No. "~ From what Vessel.
Nerbeto .. .. .. 138 Brig Aguila
FEMALES.
Names. Nos. From what Vessel. Children ‘whom they took
with them.
Jovita, alias Carmen .. 321 Schooner Ninfa
Felicitas .. ... .. 99 » Gallito
Desideria .. .. .. 32 San Marcos
Catalina, alias Ines.. . .. 166 Chubasco
Docintila, alias Mariana .. 205 » ' .
Bonifacia .. e 148 Midas .. .. .. | A son and daughter
(Signed) O’DONNELL. -
No. 32.

Viscount Palmerston to M. Tacon.

Foreign Office, December 31, 1846.

THE Undersigned, &e., has the honour te acknowledge the receipt of the
note addressed to him on the 11th of September last by Don Miguel Tacon,
&c., on the subject of the claims made by the Spanish Government on that of
Her Majesty, in the case of the Spanish schooner “ Josefa.”

In that note M. Tacon recapitulates the substance of the note addressed
by the Earl of Aberdeen to the Duke of Sotomayor on the 19th of December,
1845. He recites the leading features of the case of the “ General Manso,”
which was a similar one to that of the ¢ Josefa,” and the decision given in
which case governed that in the case of the ““Josefa.” He attempts to show
that that decision of the Mixed Court was improper; that it was delayed for a
period longer than that prescribed by the Treaty. He complains of the conduct
of Captain Denman ; and he reiterates the claim preferred by the Duke of
Sotomayor on the 30th of May, 1845; and states finally, that the sum of
251. 12s. 4d. offered by Her Majesty’s Government in payment of the value
of effects abstracted from the ‘“ Josefa” while at Sierra Leone, would under any
circumstances be insufficient, inasmuch as the claimant is entitled to interest at
5 per cent. on that amount up to the time of payment.

The Undersigned will not follow in detail the arguments which M. Tacon
has brought forward in support of the view of this case entertained by his
Government ; he will content himself with repeating what has already been
" stated by his predecessor to the Duke of Sotomayor, that Her Majesty’s
Government cannot think that the sentence of the Mixed Commission in this
case was contrary either to law or equity. ' '

There are, however, two points insisted on by M. Tacon, and which appear
to the undersigned to be so untenable as to call for a separate notice.

Ist. M. Tacon impugns the decision of the Mixed Court condemning the
captain of the *“ Josefa” to pay the costs of the proceedings, as contrary to
Article V of Annex B to the Treaty of 1835, which stipulates that the
costs in the case of a vessel restored by one of the Mixed Courts, shall be
borne by the Government of the country to which the captor belongs. But
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on reference to that Article M. Tacon will perceive that it is therein stipulated,
that the captor himself or his Government shall remain responsible, not for the
damages claimed, but for the damages to which the master of a restored
vesseil gr the owner either of the vessel or her cargo may be pronounced to be
entitled.

M. Tacon must be aware that the Mixed Court, far from being of opinion
that the master or owner of this vessel were entitled either to costs or damages
on account of the detention, considered the case to be indisputably one of
Slave Trade, and that neither the master nor owners were entitled to any
consideration at the hands of the Mixed Court on account of their losses; and,
so far from allowing any damages to the parties, the Court refused even to allow
them reimbursement of the costs which they had incurred in the proceedings
before the Court. It is, therefore, abundantly clear that the decision of the
Court was in no way at variance with the stipulation cited by M. Tacon.

The other point which the Undersigned cannot allow to-pass without
notice, is the assertion of M. Tacon that, according to Annex B, Article 11I, the
Court is not authorized, under any circumstances, to delay judgment in a case
beyond six months, and that the judgment in the case in question having been
delayed beyond that time was a violation of the provisions of the Treaty.

From this opinion the Undersigned entirely dissents. _

The provisions of Article III of Annex B were adopted by the Con-
tracting Parties in order to prevent the interests of one party to a suit before
the Mixed Courts from being injured by vexatious and improper delays inter-
posed by the other party. But M. Tacon cannot surely intend to argue that
the interests of the owner of the ¢ Josefa” were injured by a delay which was
prayed for on his behalf and by his own proctor, in conjunction with the
proctor for the captor. If the proctor for the captor alone had prayed for
delay, and the proctor for the cwner had not joined in éuch application,
Article III of Annex B would then have applied, and the Court would have
been bound to require the captor to give security that he would take upon
himself the expense and risks of the delay; and in that case the Court would
have been obliged to pass sentence within six months. :

But in a case where both parties pray for delay, and where the Commis
sioners see no grave objection to grant such delay, there can be no violation of
the true intent and meaning of the Article cited by M. Tacon. ) ’

The Undersigned having considered it necessary thus to vindicate the
decision of the Mixed Court, begs to repeat that Her Majesty’s Government
does not recognize the validity of the claim set up by the owner of the “Josefe”
for réimbursement of any part of the loss occasioned to him by the detention,
or of the costs he incurred in the proceeding. '

With respect to the sum of 1251 12s. 4d. offered by Her Majesty’s
Government, as to the value of articles improperly removed from the
« Josefa” while in the custody of Her Majesty’s officers, and on which sum M.
Tacon claims interest at the rate of 5 per cent., the Undersigned has only to
observe that no reason is given why so long a delay took place in maki
application to Her Majesty’s Government in this case; and that that delay is
of itself a sufficient reason for refusing interest on the sum in question; that
the offer of that sum was made by Her Majesty’s Government as a spontaneous
act of justice and liberality ; and that the sum so offered formed no part of the .
demand of the applicant; and that Her Majesty’s Government see no reason
for making any addition to it. N

With respect to the claim made on behalf of the family of the captain of
the slaver, the Undersigned much regrets the loss which they have sustained by
the death of their protector ; and he regrets it still more in consideration of the
circumstance that the captain died in consequence of his having engaged in the
criminal Traffic in Slaves. But it is quite impossible for the British Government
to give gratuities or pensions to the families of the captains of slave-ships.

It remains, therefore, only to-the Undersigned to refer M. Tacon to the
intimation made to him on the 19th of December, 1845, that the Lords of Her
Majesty’s Treasury will be prepared to direct the issue of '1251. 12s. 4d. to any
person duly authorized to receive the same on behalf of the claimant in this

case.
The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) PALMERSTON.

Don Miguel Tacon,
&e. &c.
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SPAIN. (Consular)—Havana.

No. 33.
Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Havana, December 1, 1845.
My Lord, : (Received January 7, 1846.)

SOME time ago, the schooner * Atalanta,” of Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
Allison, master, came to this port from [chaboo, with a cargo of guano; the
master being also a part-owner of the vessel and her lading.  After selling and
delivering the guano, the “ Atalanta” was freighted to load at Matanzas for
Hamburgh, for which destination she departed, and was stranded on the Florida
reefs.

Having been brought to Key West by the wreckers, she was sold under a
judgment of the Admiralty Court, and afterwards came to this ‘port under
American colours as the “ Robert Wilson.” .

The extraordinary voyage of this vessel, her coming here with guano from
a port or place on the Southern African coast, her subsequent fate, and the
master’s having come here from Key West after the schooner was taken there
by the wreckers, under the pretence of inducing purchasers to go from hence to
the sale, did not fail to attract my attention, and I therefore adverted to Mr.
Allison that it would be his duty to deliver up the “ Atalanta’s” register to Her
Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Key West. ‘ '

On the 11th of last month, the “ Atalanta” arrived here from Key West as
the American schooner  Robert Wilson,” and it became known thaf she had
been purchased there for Don Pedro Forcade, and was loading for the coast
of Africa, although entercd outwards in the custom-house for Rio Janeiro.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners also had acquired information of her
doubtful character, and addressed to me the letter which commences the corres-
pondence forming enclosure No. 1 of this despatch, my last communication
thereon having been returned to me by the Captain-General. . S

T also beg leave to transmit to your Lordship copy of my letter to Mr
Vice-Consul O’Hara, and his reply thereto, as to the disposal of the * Atalanta’s”
register, and that vessel’s subsequent ownership and the papers she carries.

Since her sailing the real owner (Forcade) makes no secret of his having
sent the vessel to the coast; it is even said that he avowed it upon being
Judicially examined as to his connection with this expedition, but refused to
answer any questions as to the ulterior purposes or employment of the
schooner. ' ' '
T am not without very serious apprehensions for the safety of the British
certificate of registry of the « Atalanta,” which was confided to Mr. Allison, her
former master, under Mr. Vice-Consul O’Hara’s despatch, for delivery to the
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Customs; and if it has not reached its desti-
nation, I fear that it may have been trafficked with, and be on board of the
schooner still, to serve as a protection to her on the coast.

I have, &c.
: ' (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul-General in Cuba.

&e. &e. &e.
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Enclosure 1 in No. 33.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Consul-General Crawford.

Sir, ' Havana, November 17, 1845.

IN accordance with our instructions on the subject, we have to inform you
that there is a vessel in the harbour fitting out for the coast of Africa, which was
here some months since as the English brig « Aialanta,” This vessel, the
« Atalanta,” having been wrecked on her return voyage, was sold at Key West,
by auction, and was bought by or on account of Don Pedro Forcade, by whom
she is now fitting out, as above stated.

She was brought here on the 11th instant, as the American schooner
« Robert Wilson,” but we have learned that she has no register, and believe
therefore she is not entitled to carry the United States’ flag independently of
the ownership.

We are, &ec.
, (Signed) J. KENNEDY,
Joseph T. Crawford, Esq. CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.

&e. &e.

Enclosure 2 in No. 33.

Consul- General Crawford to Her Majesty’s Commissioners.

Sirs, Havana, November 18, 1845.

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s
date, relative to the schooner formerly the “ Atalanta,” of Newcastle, England,
now called the « Robert Wilson,” which lately arrived from Key West, where
it is stated she was bought by Don Pedro Forcade, by whom she is now
fitting out for the coast of Africa, said vessel having entered this port without a
register, under American colours, which under the ownership of Mr. Forcade
she would not be entitled to wear. ’

I have had this vessel under my observation ever since she came in; more-
over, after she was wrecked, her former master, Allison, having come over from
Key West, I cautioned him as to the disposal of the British register, when he
acquainted me that the « Atalanta” had been condemned and would be sold at
that place ; and notwithstanding that he informed me that the register had been
delivered up to the British Vice-Consul, Mr. O'Hara, I have written to ascertain
that it has been sent home as directed by law.

In the meantime I have satisfied myself that the ¢« Robert Wilson” has no
American register, that she was purchased by Mr. Nenninger the ship-broker,
of this city, at Key West, said to be for account of Don Pedro Forcade, and
that she is loading for Buenos Ayres ostensibly, but supposed is bound for the
factories on the coast of Africa. The Pro Consul of the United States being .
aware of all these circumstances, will I presume take care that there shall be
no abuse of the flag of his nation.

And although perhaps, it is hardly a case as yet for our interference, 1
have this day addressed the Captain-General with a statement of the facts,
setting forth the present non-nationality of the ¢ Atalanta,” alias “ Robert
Wilson,”’ now in this harbour.

' : Iam, &c.
‘ o (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
Her. Britannic Majesty’s Commissioners, Consul-General in Cuba.

&e. &e.
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Enclosure 3 in No. 33.
Consul-General Crawford to the Coptain-General.

Havana, November 18, 1845.

THE British schooner “ Atalanta,” which some weeks ago sailed from
Matanzas with a cargo of the produce of this island, bound for Hamburgh, hav-
- ing been ashore upon one of the Florida reefs, was got afloat and taken to
Key West, where she was condermmed and sold; said vessel having been pur-
chased, as I understand, by Mr. Nenninger, who is a ship-broker of this city,
for Don Pedro Forcade, arrived in this port on the 11th instant from Key
West, under American colours, and is now called the * Robert Wilson,”” but
she has no register as a vessel of the United States, consequently is not entitled
to wear the flag of that nation; and as the British register under which she
sailed as the “ Atalanta,” must have been delivered up to Her Majesty’s Vice-
Consul at Key West, the said schooner “ dtalanta,” alias * Robert Wilson” has
no national character at all. Notwithstanding which circumstance, I am in-
formed that she is loading and fitting out for the coast of Africa, although
intended to be cleared out for Buenos Ayres. Apprehensive that she is to be
employed in the Slave Trade, I think it necessary to acquaint your Excellency
of the facts above stated relative to this vessel, and

I have, &c.
(Signed) - JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
His Excellency the Captain-General, Consul-General in Cuba.

&e. &e.

Enclosure 4 in No. 33.
The Captain-General to Consul—General Crawford.

(Trans]ationf) Havana, November 19, 1845.

I, OF this date, transcribe to his Excellency the Commandant-General
of this station, your communication relative to the English schooner ““ Atalanta,”
and I shall give you notice of what that authority may state to me upon the
subject, which I say to you in the meantime for your information.

God preserve you, &c.

(Signed) - LEOPOLDO O’'DONNELL.
Mpr. British Consul.

Enclosure 5 in No. 33.
The Captain-General to Consul-General Crawford.

(Translation.) B ' ~ Havana, November 22, 1845.

- HIS Excellency the Commandant-General of Marine makes known to me,
of this day’s date, that the American schooner  Robert Wilson” is the property
of Mr. Frederick Nenninger, native of Baltimore in the United States, by sale
which was made of her in Key West, which vessel entered this port on the
11th-instant therefrom, with a properly authorized roll expedited at that place
on the 8th, which is deposited at the captain of the port’s office, as well as,
that the patente real (register) is in the possession of the respective Consul;
and he believes that these documents will be delivered forthwith to the captain,
as she is ready to set sail.

God preserve you, &c. ' ;
(Signed) -~ LEOPOLDO O’'DONNELL!
The English Consul in this place.

Crass B.
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Enclosure 6 in No. 33.
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General.

Havana, November 24, 1845.

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter of the 22nd
instant, in reply to my note of the 18th, respecting the schooner * Atalanta,”
alias ¢ Robert Wilson.”

Although intervention is now out of the question, the vessel having been
allowed to depart, and having sailed yesterday, I consider it my duty to ac-
quaint your Excellency, that my strongest suspicions are confirmed, that said
“ Atalanta,” alias ¢ Robert Wilson,” has gone upon a slave.trading expedition.
Where it was that his Excellency the Commandant-General of Marine obtained
his information I cannnot of course imagine, but his report to your Excellency
that the said schooner was legally provided with the (real patente) national
register of the United States of America, under which national flag she entered
and was permitted to clear from this port, is not correct; because I have
ascertained at the American Consulate that she had no such document, but
merely was furnished with a bill of sale, under which, according to the American
law, she could only navigate to a port in the United States, there to obtain a
proper register.

‘But it has come to my knowledge, that one of the sailors having discovered
that the lading put on board the schooner here consisted of water-casks, slave-
coppers packed in boxes, and other articles for slave-trading, became alarmed
and refused to proceed upon the voyage, and applied to his Consul to be dis-
charged, whereupon the  Atalanta,” alias * Robert Wilson,” was immediately
towed to sea by a steamer hired for the purpose, and is no” doubt gone to the
coast of Africa for the purpose of slave-trading, notwithstanding that she cleared
out at this custom-house for Rio de Janeiro.

I have, &ec.
4 , (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD, -
His Excellency the Captain-General, Consul-General in Cuba.

&ec. &ec.

Enclosure 7 in No. 33.
The Captain-General to Consul-General Crawford.

(Translation.) Hoavana, November 25, 1845.

I RETURN to your Honour your original letter of yesterday, because, as it
is denunciatory solely of the sailing of an American vessel which, it is sus-
pected, may have gone for the purpose of engaging in the illicit trading in
slaves, it is not my power to receive your communication, nor enter into cor-
respondence with you upon that subject, as it is not correspondent within your
powers of office, and it is so prescribed to me by my Government. If, respect-
ing the said vessel, I answered your Honour on the 19th, it was in allusion to
her origin as to which I asked information from his Excellency the Comman- -
dant-General of Marine, and made it known to you, only as relating to the
ownership of the vessel, and not with reference to the object for which you
state to me she is intended; because, as to that, I must not do so, and I should
be glad that your Honour, convinced of this, would abstain from this class of
communications, which, as I have already shown you, I cannot receive (admit).

God preserve you, &c.

’ ‘ (Signed) LEOPOLDO O’DONNELL.
The English Consul.




SPAIN. (Consular)—Havana. 43

Enclosure 8 in No. 33.
Consul-General Crawford to Her Mujesty’s Vice-Consul at Key West.

Sir, Havana, November 18, 1845.

THE schooner “ Atalanta,” (Allison, late master,) which was sold at your
port, arrived here on the 11th instant, under American colours, as the “ Robert
Wilson,” but 1 understand has no American register. ‘

I have to request that you will do me the favour of acquainting me whe-
ther Captain Allison delivered up the register of the “ Atalanta” to you; and
if s0, I am to presume that you have sent it to the proper authorities in Eng-
land ; but if not, it is very important for me to know what is become of that
document ? :

The “Robert Wilson” (formerly the  Atalanta”) having no American
register, it is essential for me to know how she has assumed the United States’
flag; and at the same time you inform me upon this point, I request you will be
good enough to state by whom the  dtalanta” was purchased, and in whose
name the bill of sale was made out afterwards. -

, 1 have, &c.
(Signed) = JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
O. O’Hara, Esq. ' Consul-General in Cuba.
&e. &c.

Enclosure 9 in No. 33, |
Vice-Consul O'Hara to Consul-General Crawford.

Her Britannic Majesty’s Vice Consulate,
Sir, , Key West, November 25, 1845.

IN reply to yours of the 18th instant, received this day, I have the honour
to inform you, that Captain Allison, late master of the British schooner “ Atg-
lanta,” did upon his arrival in this port deposit with me the register of his
schooner ; and that after condemnation and sale of said vessel at this port, I
enclosed the register and a letter in an envelope addressed to the Lords Com-
missioners of Her Majesty’s Customs, and delivered the package, sealed with
my official seal, to Captain Allison, on the 2nd October, to be conveyed to
England, he sailing on that day for England vid New York ;—this being often
the only mode of transmitting registers from this port.

The “ Atalonta” was sold here by order of the Admiralty Court, and was
bought by Salisbury Haley of this place, who received the bill of sale from the
Marshal, and who afterwards sold her, as I am informed here, to Frederick J.
Nenninger, who sailed in her some time in this month for Havana. -

I understand that by the laws of the United States a foreign-built vessel
while owned and sailed by American citizens is entitled to the use and protec-
tion of the American flag, and ordinarily sails under a notarial or collector’s
certificate, as evidence of American ownership; but such vessel is entitled to
neither register nor enrolment, and pays when she enters the ports of the
United States the tonnage duty paid by foreign vessels. It is the fact of con-
tinued American ownership, and being sailed by American citizens, that entitles
the vessel to use the American flag. I enclose you a copy of the certificate in

- the present case. o o
: I have, &ec.
Joseph T. Crawford, Esq. ‘ (Signed) 0. O’HARA.

& &e. ' . ’
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Enclosure 10 in No. 33.
Collector’s Certij‘iéate.
Key West, November 8, 1845.

.

1 CERTIFY that the schooner “ Robert Wilson” was sold by order of the
Admiralty Court in this port, and bought by an American citizen, Frederick J.
Nenninger, of Baltimore ; but the said schooner being foreign-built is entitled to
no register, enrolment, or other document, under the laws of the United States,
other than a notarial certificate of property. That such certificate usually con-
veys all the rights and privileges of an American ship, except that of Lability to
pay foreign tonnage money, and she should be respected as such by American
agents in foreign countries.

Given under my hand, this day and year above written. '

(Signed) S. R. MALLORY, Collector.
By CHAS. HOWE, Deputy Collector.

No. 34.
Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

- Havana, December 2, 1845.
My Lord, : (Received January 7, 1846.)

1 BEG leave to lay before your Lordship copy of a correspondence which -
I have lately had with Captain-General O’Donnell, relative to two expeditions of
negroes which were landed on this island. My letters were returned to me,
and in the last note his Excellency informs me that ail my communications
having reference to such matters will be sent back under a simple cover.

I have also the honour of enclosing herewith the copy of another letter
which immediately afterwards I had occasion to address to the Captain-General,
but which he returned under a cover, without any note whatever.

Another expedition is said to be gone from this port to the coast. The
Trade seems to have taken a new impulse, and doubtless will be carried on
vigorously, seeing that there is no difficulty in landing here, if they escape cap-
ture on the African coast. ' « '

I have, &ec.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD, -

The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul-General in Cuba.
&e. &c. &e. ,

Enclosure 1 in No. 34.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Consul- General Crawford.

Sir, : - Havana, November 27, 1845.
~ WE have this day received information, of a trustworthy character, that a
cargo of about 100 Bozal negroes were landed at Cabanas the latter end of last
week ; of these 60 came on account of some persons at Cabanas, and 40 were a
consignment from Porto Rico. v
‘We cannot learn further particulars nor the name of the vessel, but one
has, within the last few days, arrived at Matanzas, announced with salt from the
- Cape Verd Islands, which, perhaps, may have brought them. It is said the
parties had no difficulty whatever in effecting the landing.

- We are, &c,
: (Signed) J. KENNEDY. o
Joseph T. Crawford, -Esq. CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.

§e. &e.
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Enclosure 2 in No. 34.

Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General.

Havana, November 28, 1845.

I HAVE received your Excellency’s note of the 25th instant returning my
letter of the previous day’s date, relative to the « Atalanta,” alias “ Robert Wilson,”
- which was despatched at this port with a cargo for the purpose of slave-trading,

the property of Don Pedro Forcade, although under the name of Mr. F. Nennin-

ger, an American citizen, who is a ship-broker resident in this city. And I
notice your Excellency’s expression of a wish that 1 would, being persuaded
that you ought not to receive them, desist from making such communications.

I regret,asmuch as your Excellency, the disagreeable necessity under which,
in obedience to the express and repeated instructions of my Government, 1 find

myself of addressing your Excellency upon the so-frequently repeated infractions
of the Treatics for suppression of Slave Trade, which, although made crimi

nal by the publication of the Penal Laws required by Article II of the Treaty
of 1835, seems to be carried on with perfect impunity. '

Most unpleasant, therefore, is the duty which again devolves upon me of

stating to your Excellency that some hundred Bozal negroes were landed last
week at Cabanas, of whom some sixty were for account of parties at that place
and the rest came consigned last from Porto Rico. N

A vessel, which reported from the Cape Verd Islands, has also arrived
from Matanzas, from which it is known that a cargo of negroes was landed, and
although I have been ynable to find out more of the particulars, the circum-

stances of both cases are well known amongst the slave-traders here, and it is
even said that they met with no opposition in effecting the landing of the
miserable victims. ‘
' I have, &c. o

: (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD.
His Ezxcellency the Captain-General, - ‘ :

&e. &c.

Enclosure 3 in No. 34.
Tﬁe Captain-General to Consul-General Crawford.

(Translation.) - Havana, November 28, 1845.

AS the enclosed writing from your Honour treats of supposed infractions
of the Treaties for the prohibition of the Traffic in Slaves, I return it in its
original state. S : L

I have already repeatedly told you that 1 cannot receive your Honowr’s
communications upon this subject, the very Treaties themselves do not give you
any intervention regarding them, and it is specially prescribed -to me by my
Government. Founding upon these reasons I should have wished, that as T
have indicated to your Honour, and recently under date the 25th current, you
should avoid the repetition of your acts upon this subject ; but as your Honour
persists, and I, desiring to avoid this kind of disagreeable correspondence, warn
your Honour that all the communications which your Honour addresses to me
relative ‘to such object I shall simply return to you under a cover, until the
pleasure of my Government, to which effect I have given an account.

God preserve your Honour many years. .

' - (Signed) LEOPOLDO O'DONNELL.
The English Consul General. ’ ’




40 SPAIN. (Consular)—Havana.

Enclosure 4 in No. 34.
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General.

Havana, November 29, 1845.

I HAVE received your Excellency’s note of yesterday returning mine of
the same date, and acquainting me that, with a desire to avoid such unpleasant
correspondence, it is your Excellency’s determination to return, under a cover
only, my future communications upon the subject of slave-trading, and infrac-
tions of the existing Treaties for its suppression.

Your Excellency’s instructions, however positive they may be, are not
more peremptory than those which direct me to point out and remonstrate
with your Excellency upon every occasion of such infraction ; therefore it is
that 1 continue to address myself to your Excellency upon so very disagree-
able a subject.

I have laid all the correspondence which I have had with your Excel-
lency before Her Majesty’s Government, with the fact of your continually
returning my correspondence, but 1 have not received any instruction alter-
ing those under which I have all along been acting.

I have reason to know that this matter occupies the attention of our
respective Governments, and I shall be glad indeed when some satisfactory
arrangement has been come to: meantime I must proceed, according to my
instructions, even at the risk of the discourtesy to which my communications
of this nature are exposed. :

I therefore beg leave to acquaint your Excellency, that I have received
advice from Porto Rico, that a square-topsail schooner, painted black with
a white streak, having on board 240 slaves, was not able to disembark them
while off the Port of St. Johns in that island, on the 28th ultimo, but

thence proceeded on to land her cargo in Cuba; that she is apparently a
vessel of above 100 tons; has a figure-head with three stars on her stern.
And most probably is one of the slavers alluded to in my letter of yesterday.

I have, &ec. .
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
His Excellency the Captain-General, Consul-General in Cuba.
&c. §e. '
No. 35.

Consul-tGeneral Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Havana, December 10, 1845.
My Lord, (Received Jonuary 31, 1846.)

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch
of the 1st ultimo, and its enclosure, from Her Majesty’s Commissioner in
Jamaica, relative to certain persons mentioned by Mr. Turnbull.

In obedience to your Lordship’s command, I shall endeavour to obtain
every information possible, but in the meantime I have accidentally met with
Mr. Wood, who is mentioned by Mr. Turnbull, and from him I have learnt that
Daniel Kelsall has no son, but that he has a daughter, who was liberated by
Mr. Wood, and sent by him to her father, the said Daniel Kelsall, with whom
she now is at Nassau.

Mr. Wood informs me that none of the gang known as Dr. Pattison’s have
been removed, consequently all Mr. Turnbull’s conjectures respecting them are
groundless ; and the same observation applies to Mrs. Bellorby’s negroes.

Newton Kelsall's illness increased upon him, and he died in the hospital at
Santiago de Cuba, as reported officially by Mr. Pro Consul Forbes.

I have pressed the Governor of Bahama about Cuffy Kelsall’s wife Eve,
and begged of him to try and trace some document that would even leave her
the shadow of doubt as to her being a slave, which her owner, according to the
disgusting usages in such cases has a right to retain ; but till now his Excellency
has not been able to assist me with anything that will enable me to claim her

and her family, although I have appealed to the humanity of these authorities
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to procure their release; but, as I had anticipated, my application was made in
vain.

Further, I have the honour of reporting to your Lordship, that Mrs. Ising’s
husband was cashiered from the service of the British Government; conse-
quently she has no pension as an officer’s widow. ‘

Observing that John Kelsall’s letter upon which Mr. Turnbull founds his
despatch, is dated so long ago as 25th of August last, I submit that when Mr.
Turnbull has any subject to engage his attention connected, like the present,
- with parties in this island, it would save much time were he to communicate
directly with me, first having assured himself that the information he acts upon
is correct. :

I have, &ec.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul-General in Cuba.
&c. &e. &e. .
No. 36.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Consul-General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Office, January 28, 1846.

WITH reference to the correspondence which has taken place on the
subject of the refusal of the Captain-General of Cuba to receive and attend to
the communications which you have had occasion to address to that officer
from time to time, in the exercise of your duties as Her Majesty’s Consul-
General, I transmit to you herewith, for your information, a copy of a despatch
of the 18th of November last, which I have received from Her Majesty’s
Minister at Madrid, inclosing a copy and translation of a paper communicated
to him by the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, proposing an arrangement
for settling the mode in which the communications between you and the
Captain-General, are henceforward to be conducted. '

Her Majesty’s Government having accepted the arrangement, I have to
instruct you to act in conformity therewith; and the Captain-General will
receive corresponding instructions from his Government. o

Although Mr. Bulwer’s despatch is dated so long ago as the 18th of
November last, I have been unable to send it to you sooner, owing to a mis-
understanding, which it was necessary to clear up at Madrid before the arrange- -
ment could be acted upon. ' '

v I am, &ec.
Joseph T. Crawford, Esqg. (Signed) ABERDEEN.
&ec. &c.

Enclosure in No. 36.

Mr. Bulwer to the Earl of Aberdeen, November 18, 1845.
[See Class B, 1845, presented 1846, No. 79, p. 110.]

No. 37.
The Earl of Aberdeen to Consul-General Crawford.

Sir, : ' Foreign Office, January 31, 1846.
- I HAVE received your despatch of the 10th of December last.

I regret to find that you had not, up to that date, been furnished with
evidence which would enable you to claim the restoration of Eve Kelsall and
her children to freedom. '

I now transmit to you for your information, a copy of a despatch from Mr.
Turnbull, enclosing a deposition made on oath by Cudy Kelsall, the husband of
Eve, to the effect that she was of free condition when introduced into Cuba;
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should this allegation be capable of proof, you would not hesitate to demand
her immediate and unconditional freedom, together with that of her children,
which indeed, bearing in mind the principle laid down and acted upon by the
authorities of Cuba in the cases of Cuffy and others of the Kelsall family, there
is no reason to suppose would be refused.

I have to instruct you again to communicate with the Governor of
Bahamas in this case, and you will urge him to renew his endeavours to obtain
satisfactory evidence that Eve was of free condition when removed from thence
to Cuba, and will take any other steps which may appear to you to hold out
any prospect of substantiating this important point.

I am, &c.
Joseph T. Crawford, Esq. : (Signed) ABERDEEN.
&e. &c.

Enclosure in No. 37.

Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Jamaica to the Earl of Aberdeen,
November 30, 1845.

[See Class A, No. 133, page 233.]

No. 38.
The Earl of Aberdeen to Consul-General Crauford.

Sir, Foreign Office, April 1, 1846.

UPON the receipt of your despatch dated the Ist of December last,
relative to the American schooner “ Robert Wilson,” late the British schooner
“ Atalanta,” which, after having become the property of a notorious slave-
trader at the Havana, was suspected of having sailed on a slave-trading expe-
dition, I caused a communication thereupon to be made to the Lords Com-
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, calling their attention to the apprehen-
sions expressed by you for the safety of the British certificate of registry of the
“ Atalanta,” which bad been contided to the care of Mr. Allison, her former
master, under cover to the Commissioners of Customs in the manner stated in
your despatch ; and suggesting that the necessary enquiries should be made to
ascertain if it has been received by the Commissioners of Customs. '

I enclose a copy of the answer returned by the Treasury, from which it
appears that the certificate of registry in question has not been received by
the Commissioners of Customs.

I am, &ec.
Joseph T. Crawford, Esq. (Signed) ABERDEEN.
&e. &c.
Enclosure in No. 38.
My. Trevelyan to the Hon. G. S. Smythe.
Sir, ' Treasury Chambers, February 21, 1846,

‘WITH reference to Lord Canning’s letter, dated 27th ultimo, relative to
the American schooner “ Robert Wilson,” late the British schooner “ dtalanta,”
which, after having become the property of a notorious slave-trader at the
Havana, had, as suspected, sailed upon a slave-trading expedition, I am com-
manded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint
you, for the information of the Earl of Aberdeen, that their Lordships have
caused the necessary enquiries to be made, and that the Commissioners of
Customs have not received the certificate of register of this vessel.

, I am, &e.
The Hon. Geo. S. Smythe, " (Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN.
&ec. &c. :
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No. 39.
Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Havana, February 24, 1846.
My Lord, - (Received April 11.)

I HAVE the honour of transmitting herewith to your Lordship a corres-
- pondence which has passed with Her Majesty’s Commissioners respecting a
debarkation of Bozal negroes, which is reported to have been effected in this
neighbourhood about a week ago.

My letter to the Captain-General, which I also have the honour of trans-
mitting, was returned to me under a blank cover. ’

I have made the most careful enquiries respecting this affair, but have been
unable to obtain even the slightest information, nor have Her Majesty’s Com-
missioners been more successful in acquiring the particulars to which their let-
ter refers. ‘ ‘ o

Rumour designates a Spanish brig, the ‘“Conde de Mirasol,” which re-
ported here from Porto Rico and Cardenas, as likely to have been the vessel
which brought these 400 negroes to Don Pedro Forcade ; but there are reasons
which make me doubt that this violation of the Treaty was committed by her,
as she certainly came from Porto Rico, and brought accounts therefrom of a
rather recent date. ‘

It has even been said that their landing cost Forcade nearly four ounces,
of which three-fourths was bestowed on a high quarter; but this was known
to have been the case with regard to the cargo last reported as having been
received by him, and in the course of circulation has probably been reported of

“the case now alluded to. :

That expeditions of goods and materials for carrying on the Slave Trade
are still sent from hence there is no doubt. At this moment an American brig
is loading for the coast of Africa, but apparently with lawful merchandize, so
that we should not be justified in denouncing her. :

I have, &c. '
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul-General in Cuba.

‘8;0. .  &e.

"Enclosure 1 in No. 39.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Consul-General Crawford.

Sir, ‘ " Havana, February 19, 1846.

IN obedience to the Earl of Aberdeen’s instructions we have to inform you
that we have received trustworthy information of a landing of about 400 Bozal
negroes, consigned to Don Pedro Forcade, within the last five days, in the
neighbourhood of this city. . ,

We take the earliest opportunity of giving you this information, though we
have not yet received all the particulars we hope shortly to obtain.

We are, &c.
(Signed) J. KENNEDY,
J. T. Crawford, Esq. , CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.

&e. &c.

Enclosure 2 in No. 39.

Consul-General Crawford to Her Majesty’s Commis.éioners.

Sirs, - Havana, February 19, 1846

AT 8 p.m. this evening I received your letter of this day’s date, and imme
diately addressed the Captain-General upon the subject of its contents, express-
ing a hope (whilst I complained of this new infringement of the existing Treaties

 Crass B. '
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for suppression of Slave Trade,) that it had not escaped the vigilance of his
Excellency’s officers, so as that the guilty parties might be brought to suffer the

punishment they so justly deserve.
I am, &c.

(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
Her Majesty’s Commissioners, Consul-General in Cuba.

&e. &e.

Enclosure 3 in No. 89.
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General.

Havana, February 19, 1846.

IN obedience to my instructions from Her Majesty’s Government it is
again my disagreeable duty to notice to your Excellency the landing of a cargo
consisting of about 400 Bozal negroes, on the coast, near to this city, which it
has been reported to me took place a few days ago. They are said to be con-
signed to Don Pedro Forcade; and I hope this new infringement of the existing
Treaties has not escaped the vigilance of your Excellency’s officers, so that the
guilty parties may suffer the punishment they so richly deserve.

I have, &c.
o (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
His Ezxcellency the Captain- General, Consul-General in Cuba.

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure 4 in No. 39.
Consul-General Crawford to Her Muajesty’s Commissioners.

Sirs,, Havana, February 21, 1846.

HAVING addressed his Excellency, as I informed you, in consequence of
your letter to me of the 19th instant, complaining of the disembarkation of
Bozal negroes, which you then reported, my letter, of which I now transmit a
copy, was returned to me yesterday morning by General O'Donnell under a
blank cover. v

I have made the most diligent enquiries everywhere I thought it probable
information could be obtained, but have been unable to get at anything respect-
ing the expedition in question, or even ascertain the fact of such a cargo of
Bozal negroes having been landed.

The affair, therefore, must have been managed with great caution and
secrecy. ‘

I shall be happy to learn from you “all the particulars which you said
you hoped shortly to obtain.”
I am, &ec.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
Her Majesty’s Commissioners, Consul-General in Cuba.

&e. &e.

Enclosure 5 in No. 39.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Consul-General Crawford.

Sir, ' Havana, February 23, 1846.

_ WE have received your notes of the 19th and 21st instant, respecting the
disembarkation of the 400 negroes, of which we had given you information in
our letter of the former date. In the latter you inform us that the Captain-
General had returned you the denunciation you made in consequence, under a
blank cover. ' .

With respect to your request to be informed of further particulars, with
the observation that you have not been able to learn any upon the enquiries
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you have made, we regret to state that we have not yet learned them as we
had been promised ; but we have notwithstanding had abundant confirmation

of the truth of the report, the which, as we before stated, we received from a
most trustworthy quarter.

‘We are, &c.
(Signed) J. KENNEDY.
Joseph T. Crawford, Esq. CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.
e &e. ,
No. 40.

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Havana, March 9, 1846.
My Lord, (Recetved April 11.)

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch of the 31st of May last, and
its enclosure, respecting certain negroes formerly belonging to the Bahamas, who
are improperly held in slavery at Gibarra and Candelaria, according to decla-
rations taken by Mr. Turnbull from the Kelsalls, whose freedom I was success-
ful in obtaining some time ago. ‘

His Excellency the Captain-General not having replied to my communi-

cation upon the subject since July last, I addressed him’ again a few days ago,
and he has informed me, in answer to these applications, that there being no
proofs of the negroes in question having been manumitted previous to their
being brought away from the Bahamas (as was the case with the Kelsalls), his
Excellency does not consider himself authorized to disturb the possession of
them, or to question the right of ownership which is exercised. by their present
masters. : :
Under these circumstances I have requested Her Majesty’s Governor of
the Bahamas fo cause a search to be made for the documents of the manumis-
sion of these unfortunate people, in order that authenticated copies of them
should be sent to me ; or if it does not appear that they had been freed, I have
moved his Excellency to send me certificates of their registry, in order to claim
them as illegally taken away after the operation of the Registry Act, upon the
principle that their being so embarked operated their forfeiture to the Crown,
and consequently their immediate liberation from slavery.

I hope that documentary proofs of one or the other of the above deserip-

tions may be sent, and that my having applied for them to Governor Mathew
will meet your Lordship’s approbation. '

I have, &c. ‘
, (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD, -
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul-General in Cuba.
&c. &e. &e. :
No. 41.

Consul- General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Havana, March 9, 1846,
My Lord, : (Received April 11.)

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of the 28th of January, and its enclosure, according to which I am in
future to regulate my correspondence with his Excellency the Captain-General,
should any new infractions of the existing Treaties occur. .

I observe that circumstances prevented the arrangement effected by Mr.
Bulwer being sooner communicated for my guidance. I presume, therefore,
that the instruction promised by M. Martinez de la Rosa to be given to General
O’Donnell had not been recetved on the 19th ultimo, when his Excellency so
discourteously returned my letter to him of that date, which I transmitted to
your Lordship in my despatch of the 24th ultimo.

‘ -1 have, &c. o
. - (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul-General in Cuba.

&e. &e. &e.
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No. 42.
Lonsul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

: Havana, March 9, 1846.
My Lord, (Received April 11.)

IN acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of January 31st,
and its enclosures, relative to Eve, the wife of Cuffy Kelsall, your Lordship will
observe, by the enclosed copies of my letter to Governor Mathew of the
* Bahamas, dated the 2nd instant, which I did myself the honour of referring to
in my other despatch of this date, that I have therein brought the case of Eve
Kelsall before his Excellency; and I hope that our efforts will now be success-
ful in her and her children’s behalf.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul-General in Cuba.

§e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 42.

Consul-General Crawford to the Governor of the Bahamas.

Havana, March. 2, 1846.

HAVING applied to his Excellency the Captain-General for the liberation
from slavery of certain persons who are stated to have been abducted from the
Bahamas, about twenty-five years ago, I have the honour of transmitting here-
with copy of the correspondence which has taken place, by which you will
observe that it is necessary, if possible, to produce documentary proof of the
manumission of Dido, who was taken from Nassau to Gibarra by a certain
Captain Chapman, and now a slave to Mrs. Ising, residing at Candelaria; said
Dido having a son born there, and named Jem, who is now about twenty years
of age. Dido was a cook, and, it appears, consented to accompany her mistress
(Kelsall), under promise that at her death she should be freed, but which pro-
mise the said Mrs. Kelsall did not fulfil.

Polly Gaythorne, who was taken from New Providence to Gibarra by her
mistress, Miss Gaythorne, now the wife of Don Ventura Cardell, by whom she
is still held in slavery. Polly is the wife of John Kelsall, whose liberty I some
time since obtained.

A certain Mr. Samuel Driggs, it appears, also brought over, amongst other
slaves, Phillis, who has six children; Frances, who has eight children and one
grandchild ; Nelly, who has one son; and Mary, deceased, who has left two
children; also Dick, George, and Henry, all of whom are now in the possession
of Mr. Samuel B. Driggs, son of the said Samuel Driggs, who, I am informed,
cleared those negroes from the registrar’s office, Nassau, either in 1818 or 1819.
Should this information be correct, I presume that the presentation by me of
certified copies of their registry would be sufficient proof that their removal
from the Bahamas operated their forfeiture to the Crown, and consequently
their immediate freedom, which would enable me to urge that point with his
Excellency the Captain-General as successfully as in the case of the woman
Charlotte Gallagher, whose freedom I obtained some time ago.

If there is no proof of the manumission of the individuals first-named
in this letter, perhaps their registry may be traced, and authenticated copies
transmitted to me.

With regard to the 200 dollars owing to Nathaniel Kelsall by a certain
Don Manuel Cardell and his brother Don Ventura at Candelaria, it will be
necessary that said Kelsall should write to Captain Chapman, requesting him
to recover the money and remit it to me, which letter it will be advisable that
Nathaniel should send to me for transmission to Candelaria. There is also a
woman named Eve, who is the wife of Cuffy Kelsall, whose liberation I am
much interested in procuring; and if her registry could be obtained I should
be very much pleased to claim her and her numerous family. Said Eve is from

Sir,
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one of the islands to the eastward, but Cuffy Kelsall will be able to aid our
endeavours in his wife’s behalf with surer information, and he is now I believe
in the Bahamas.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
His Excellency George B. Mathew, Esq. Consul-General in Cuba.
&c. &e. '
No. 43.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Consul-General Crawford. |

Sir, ' Foreign Office, April 29, 1846.

I HAVE to acquaint you, with reference to your despatches dated the
9th ultimo, that I approve of your having applied to the Governor of the
Bahamas, with the view to obtain documentary proof of the manumission of
certain individuals held in slavery in Cuba, who are stated to have been
abducted from ‘the Bahamas, and whose liberation you have hitherto failed to
effect at the hands of the Captain-General of Cuba, for want of such docu-
mentary proof.

I am, &e.
Joseph T. Crawford, Esq. (Signed) ABERDEEN.
&c. &e.

No. 44.
Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

- : Havana, March 15, 1846.
My Lord, (Received May 7.)

HER Majesty’s Commissioners having written to me, denouncing the
American vessel to which I referred in my despatch of the 24th ultimo, I
at first declined addressing his Excellency the Captain-General about her,
but the Commissioners pressing me to do so, I considered that there was room
for my writing to him under Article I of the Agreement made at Madrid on
the 4th of November last, and accordingly I communicated to General O’Don-
nell the denouncement which I had received of the outfitting of the American
brig  Frederica,” and her taking a cargo of articles for slaving purposes to the
coast of Africa; taking occasion to refer to the arrangement of the 4th of
November, according to which, under your Lordship’s instructions, I was
acting.

%\{Iy letter was retwrned on the day following under a blank cover, brought
by the Captain-General’s messenger, and having his Excellency’s seal.

I have now the honour of submitting this correspondence to your Lordship.

Having reason to believe, because of the non-arrival of the Spanish mail-
boat, that his Excellency had not received the instructions which M. Martinez
de la Rosa promised should be sent to the Captain-General for his obser-
vance of the agreement, I waited upon the Colonial Secretary and showed him
the copy which I had received from your Lordship, when that functionary
assured me that it had not been received by General O’Donnell.

In conversation, the Secretary, Brigadier Paniagua, assured me that no
such cargo of Bozals as that denounced by Her Majesty’s Commissioners,
(which gave rise to my letter of the 19th ultimo to the Captain-General, copy
- of which I transmitted to your Lordship in despatch of the 24th ultimo,) had
ever been landed; and I must confess, that beyond the information which I
received from the Commissioners, I have acquired none whatever relative to
that cargo. o '

| I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. -~ Consul-General in Cuba.

&c. &e. &e.
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Enclosure 1 in No. 44.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Consul-General Crawford.
Sir, Havana, March 10, 1846.

REGRETTING much the discourtesy shown you by the Captain-General
in returning your letters, as he has lately done, we think it right still to press
on his notice the continued infractions of the Treaty by the slave-dealers.

~ For this purpose we beg to inform you, that there is a vessel fitting out
here now, by M. Forcade, for the coast of Africa, which was formerly an Eng-
lish vessel, wrecked at Cedar Point and sold at Key West, whence she came
here, about a fortnight since, under the American flag, and named the

“ Frederica.”

We are, &c.
: (Signed) J. KENNEDY.
Joseph T. Crawford, Esq. CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.
&e. &e.

Enclosure 2 in No. 44.

Consul-General Crawford to Her Mdjesty’s Cominissioners.
Sirs, ' Havang, March 10, 1846.

IN acknowledging the receipt of your letter of this day’s date, I have, by
the packet which sailed this morning, reported to Her Majesty’s Government
the outfitting of the vessel you mention for slaving purposes on the coast of
Africa, as it 1s supposed. '

By the packet of the 2nd February, which arrived yesterday, I have re-
ceived from the Earl of Aberdeen, copy of an arrangement entered into at
Madrid and approved by his Lordship, according to which, by Lord Aber-
deen’s instructions, I am to regulate my correspondence in future with the
Captain-General, as to the infractions of existing Treaties.

Unless I can come at information of a more decisive nature than I have
yet been able to obtain, I do not think that, according to the instructions to
which I have just referred, I should be justified in bringing the circumstance
of a vessel, under American colours, taking in a cargo and destined for the
coast of Africa under his Excellency’s notice. -

I am, however, on the alert; and if T can instruct positively, from the
nature of this. vessel’s cargo, a criminal intention on the part of those con-
cerned in the expedition, I shall not fail to denounce it; and if any such
facts reach your knowledge, I am sure you will hasten to communicate them,
that the vessel may be stopped.

I am, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,

Her Majesty’s Commissioners, Consul-General in Cuba.

&c. &e.

Inclosure 3 in No. 44. ,
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Consul-General Crawford.
Sir, : Havana, March 11, 1846.

WE have received your letter of yesterday’s date, informing us that you
do not consider the information given respecting the « Frederica,” a vessel
under American colours, taking in a cargo and destined for the coast of Africa,
sufficient for the purpose of a denunciation. '

In reply, we beg to say that the case is exactly like that of the “ Atalanta;”
and we venture to think that every such suspicious case of fitting out, by the
same person too, such a notorious slave-dealer as M. Forcade, ought to be
brought under his Excellency’s notice, leaving it to him to take such steps
thereon as he may think proper.

v , We are, &c.
' (Signed)  J. KENNEDY,
Joseph T. Crawford, Esq. CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.

ge. &e.
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Enclosure 4 in No. 44.
- Consul-General Crawford to Her Majesty’s Commissioners.

MR. CRAWFORD presents his compliments to Her Majesty’s Commis-
sioners, and begs to acknowledge the receipt of their letter of yesterday’s date.

Having reconsidered the case, and referred to the instructions alluded to
in his reply to their first letter respecting the American brig “ Frederica,” he
“begs to inclose herewith copy of a communication which he has this day
made to his Excellency the Captain-General, under Article I of the Agreement
entered into at Madrid on the 4th of November last, between the Right Hon-
ourable Henry Lytton Bulwer, Her Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minis-
ter Plenipotentiary, and M. Martinez de la Rosa, First Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs of the Government of Her Catholic Majesty, according to
which Her Majesty’s Consul-General is in future to regulate his correspon-
dence with his Excellency the Captain-General relative to infractions of the
Treaties.

Havana, March 12, 1846.

Enclosure 5 in No. 44.
Consul-General Crmbford to the Captain-General.

Havana, March 12, 1846.

HAVING received instructions from Her Majesty’s Government, accom-
panied by the copy of a despatch from the Right Honourable Henry Lytton
Bulwer, dated at Madrid the 18th of November last, transmitting to the Earl
of Aberdeen a formal arrangement, which was signed on the part of Her Ma-
jesty the Queen of Spain, by Don Francisco Martinez de la Rosa, First Secre-
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, and Her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraor-
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, on the 4th of said month of November,
according to which, I am to regulate my correspondence with your Excellency
in future respecting infractions of the Treaties subsisting between our respective
nations; .

And having reported to my Government, by the steamer which sailed
- for England on the 10th instant, that an American vessel is loading in this
port for the coast of Africa, (with a cargo of articles suitable and intended for
slave-trading), by Don Pedro Forcade; N :

I consider it my duty to acquaint your Excellency, that the vessel in
question, the “ Frederica,” has been so denounced to me, in order that your
Excellency may take such steps in the matter as may be convenient.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
His Excellency the Captain-General, Consul-General in Cuba.

&e.  &e.

Enclosure 6 in No. 44.

Consul-General Crawford to Her Majesty’s Commissioners.

Sirs, | Havana, March 13, 1846,

I HAVE to acquaint you that the letter which I yesterday addressed the
Captain-General, relative to the vessel “ Frederica,” loading at this port for the
~ coast of Africa, by Don Pedro Forcade, supposed for the purpose of slave-
trading, was this morning returned to me under a blank cover. '

I am, &c. :
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,

Her Majesty’s Commissioners, ’ - Consul-General in Cuba.

&e. &e.
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No. 45.
Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Havana, March 27, 1846.
My Lord, (Received May 7.)

I HAVE the satisfaction of acquainting your Lordship that his Excéllency
the Captain-General has officially announced to me his having received instruc-
tions to observe the stipulations of the arrangement effected by Her Majesty’s
Envoy the Right Honourable Henry Lytton Bulwer, at Madrid, according to
which my correspondence is in future to be regulated, upon the subject of
infractions of the existing Treaties for the suppression of Slave Trade.

I have the honour of transmitting herewith, to your Lordship, a copy and
translation of General O’Donnell’s letter which accompanied a copy of the
agreement, word for word, the same as what your Lordship did me the honour
to send for my observance, the receipt of which I acknowledged by the last
packet. 1 also beg leave to lay before your Lordship a copy of my acknow-
ledgment to his Excellency of this day’s date.

I shall be happy to find that the instruction which has been sent in good
faith by the Spanish Government upon this occasion, is strictly observed, and
your Lordship may be assured that the tone and language which I shall use in
all such communications as I may feel myself called upon to make to the
Captain-General, will entitle me to a courteous reply. '

I have, &c.
' (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul-General in Cuba.

&ec. &c. &e.

Enclosure 1 in No. 45.
The Captain-General to Consul-General Crawford.

(Translation.) Havana, March 23, 1846.

HIS Excellency the Secretary of State, by Royal Order, of date 21st
January last, has sent to me for its observance, a copy of the agreement made
between both Governments, of which enclosed act is a copy. And I make it
known to your Honour for your information and correspondent effects.

God preserve your Honour many years,

(Signed) LEOPOLDO O'DONNELL.
The English Consul. '

Enclosure 2 in No. 45.
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General.

Havana, March 27, 1846.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s letter
of the 23rd instant, accompanying a copy of the arrangement entered into at
Madrid on the 4th of November last, between our respective Governments,
according to which my communications to your Excellency, relative to the
existing Treaties for the suppression of Slave Trade and the abolition of
Slavery, are to be regulated, and corresponded to.

By the mail steamer which arrived here on the 7th instant, I had already
received the instructions of Her Majesty’s Government for my guidance in
future. ,

I have, &c.
. (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
His Excellency the Captain-General, Consul-General in Cuba.

&ec. &e.
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_ No. 46.
Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

, Havana, April 2, 1846.
My Lord, (Received May 7.)
4 I HAVE now the honour of laying before your Lordship the correspond-
ence which passed with his Excellency the Captain-General, his Excellency the
Governor of the Bahamas, and myself, relative to certain coloured persons
stated by the Kelsalls, in their declarations made to Mr. Turnbull, to have been
illegally carried away from the Bahama Islands and retained here in slavery.

In my despatches under date the 9th ultimo, referring to these cases, I
stated to your Lordship that I had applied to Governor Mathew in the hope of
being able to obtain some proofs either of the freedom or of the registry of the
unfortunate people in- question, and especially as to Eve, the wife of Cuffy
Kelsall, and it is with extreme regret that I now report the failure of my expec-
tations as expressed in his Excellency’s reply of the 27th ultimo. )

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,

The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul-General in Cuba.
&e. &e. &e. ,

Enclosure 1 in No. 46.

Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General.

Havana, July 18, 1845.

THERE is a negro woman who was abducted from the Bahamas at the
same time with the Kelsalls, who were restored to freedom by the just decision
of the tribunal’s and your Excellency’s orders; which woman, whose name is
Dido, with her son Jem, is now held in slavery upon the estate of Mrs. Ising at
Candelaria.

Polly Gaythorne (the wife of one of the five Kelsalls so liberated by your
Excellency), also abducted from the Bahamas, is held in slavery at Gibarra by
Mrs. Ventura Cardel, formerly Miss Gaythorne. .

The following persons, all brought illegally from the Bahamas, are held in
slavery upon the estate of Mr. Samuel Driggs, at Candelaria, by whose father,
old Samuel Driggs, they were brought away from Nassau: viz., Dick, ‘George,
and Henry, Philis and her six children, Frances, her eight children, and one
grandchild, and Nelly who has one boy. At the time the above-named persons
came from Nassau, Jeremiah, Maria, and Mary, other three, were also brought
away by old Mr. Driggs, but have all died; Mary, however, left two boys, also
held in slavery by Mr. Samuel Driggs at Candelaria. It appears that Nat.
Kelsall, one of the five who were liberated by your Excellency, had a son born to
him about ten years ago by Teresa, a slave brought from San Domingo, and
who is dead, but the boy is retained in slavery by Mrs. Ising. Said Nat. Kel-
sall also states that the sum of 200 dollars is due to him by Don Manuel and
Donna Ventura Cardel, who keep a shop in Candelaria, the voucher for which
Nat. was induced to leave for recovery with Captain Samuel Chapman in the
district of Candelaria. This sum of 200 dollars the poor man is very willing to
sacrifice in order to obtain the freedom of the son of Teresa.

I am instructed to place these facts before your Excellency, and I beg
- leave to request that you will be pleased to order the corresponding investiga~
tions with a view to operate the freedom of Dido and her son Jem, held in
slavery by Mrs. Ising; of Polly Gaythorne (the wife of John Kelsall), held in
slavery by Mrs. Ventura Cardel, who was formerly Miss Gaythorne, now resid-
ing at Gibarra; of Dick, George, Henry, Philis, and her six children; of Frances,
her eight children, and grandchild; Nelly and her son; and that of the two
sons of Mary, who are held by Mr. Samuel Driggs in Candelaria, as well as that
of Teresa’s boy, son of Nat. Kelsall, who is upon the estate of Mrs. Ising.

I have reason to believe that a certain Mr. Samuel Chapman and Mr.

Crass B. :
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Joseph Alexander Ferguson, the overseer upon the estate of Mr. Wood, can
furnish much information respecting the coloured people in question ; but the
former is supposed to have connived with Mrs. H. D. Ising in retaining Dido,
her son, aged eighteen, and the boy of the deceased Teresa, son of Nat. Kelsall,
who is now about ten years of age.
I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,

His Excellency the Captain-General, Consul-General in Cuba.
' . .

Enclosure 2 in No. 46.
Consul-General Crawford to the Captain-General.

Havana, February 13, 1846.

_ ON the 18th of July last year I did myself the honour of addressing your
Excellency, in obedience to an instruction which I received from Her Majesty’s
Government, requesting that your Excellency would be pleased to order inves-
tigations respecting the coloured persons and their progeny, as named in the
margin®, with a view to operate their freedom from slavery in which they are
held illegally by persons in this island, said coloured persons having been
abducted from the Bahamas. :

As it appears to me that sufficient time has elapsed, I request the favour of
your Excellency’s informing me the result of such proceedings as may have been
ordered in this important matter, so that if the said coloured individuals have
been liberated from slavery, under the just decision of your Excellency, I may
employ the necessary means for having them sent back to their homes in the

Bahamas.
I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,

His Excellency the Captain-General, Consul- General in Cuba.
&e. &e.

Enclosure 3 in No. 46.
The Captain-General to Consul-General Crawford.

(Translation.) Huavana, February 26, 1846.:

WHEN in June last year your Honour claimed the freedom of the negroes
Nat. Cuffy, Newton, Billy and John Kelsall, who were subjected to servitude
in the power of Mrs. Henrietta Ising, when, having been manumitted by her
mother, Mrs. Maria Isabel Kelsall, I determined at once to proceed with an
investigation of the acts so denounced, notwithstanding the danger which exa-
minations of this nature occasion in this country, because the claim appeared
to me just, founded as it was upon documents authenticated and undeniable,
which only required the identification of the persons claimed.

But now that the circumstances are not the same we are not called upon
to proceed with the investigation your Honour solicits in your despatch of the
18th July last respecting the negroes therein expressed, because there are no
legitimate documents which might warrant the authorities in meddling with
domestic property, which is too much to be respected for in that way to enter
domestic abodes and disturb the quiet of families guaranteed by the laws upon
causes which are not sufficiently supported. ‘

As regards the 200 dollars, which it is said Don Manuel and Donna Ven-
tura Cardel owe to Nat. Kelsall, this ought to be the subject of a judicial claim
before the ordinary tribunal in the district where the Cardels reside. If the

# Dido and her son Jem, held by Mirs. Ising. Polly Gaythorne, wife of Jehn Kelsall, held by
Mrs. Ventura Cardel, formerly Miss Gaythorne, now residing at Gibarra. Dick, George, Henry,
Phillis and her six children, Frances and her eight children and grandchild, Nelly and her son, and
two sons of Mary, all held by Mr. Saml. Driggs, of Candelaria; and also a boy, son of Teresa, by
Nat. Kelsall, who is upon the estate of Mrs, Ising.
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debt is proved, or should it be voluntarily paid by these, said to be the debtors,
and Nat. should wish to apply this sum to the liberation of his son, is a matter
for private arrangement between the agent of Nat. and the mistress of his son,
with which the authorities here have nothing to do.
All which I inform your Honour, in reply to your said communication and
to your recitation of the 13th instant. '
God preserve your Honour many years.
(Signed) LEOPOLDO O’DONNELL.
- Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, ‘ : ‘
&e. &e.

Enclosure 4 in No. 46.
Consul-General Crawford to the Governor of the Bahamas.

Sir, Havana, March 4, 1846.

HAVING applied to his Excellency the Captain-General for the liberation
from slavery of certain persons who are stated to have been abducted from the
Bahamas about twenty-five years ago, I have the honour of transmitting here-
with copy of the correspondence which has taken place, by which you will
observe that it is necessary, if possible, to produce documentary proof of the
manumission of Dido, who was taken from Nassau to Gibarra by a certain
Captain Chapman, and is now a slave to Mrs. Ising, residing at Candelaria, said
Dido having a son born there and named Jem, who is now about twenty years
of age; Dido was a cook, and it appears consented to accompany her mistress
(Kelsall), under promise that at her death she should be freed, but which
promise the said Mrs. Kelsall did not fulfil. ‘ :

Polly Gaythorne, who was taken from New Providence to Gibarra by her
mistress, Miss Gaythorne, now the wife of Don Ventura Cardell, by whom she
is still held in slavery. Polly is the wife of John Kelsall whose liberty I some
time since obtained. ' :

A certain Mr. Samuel Driggs it appears also brought over, amongst other
slaves, Phillis, who has six children; Frances, who has eight and one grand-
child; Nelly, who has one son, and Mary, deceased, who has left two children;
also Dick, George, and Henry, all of whom are now in the possession of Mr,
Samuel B. Driggs, son of the said Samuel Driggs, who, I am informed, cleared
those negroes from the Registrar’s Office, Nassau, either in 1818 or 1819.
Should this information be correct, I presume that the presentation by me of
certified copies of their registry would be sufficient proof that their removal
from the Bahamas operated their forfeiture to the Crown, and consequently
their immediate freedom, which would enable me to urge that point with his
Excellency the Captain-General as successfully as in the case of the woman
Charlotte Gallagher, whose freedom I obtained some time ago.

If there is no proof of the manumission of the individuals first named in
this letter, perhaps their registry may be traced and authenticated copies trans-
mitted to me. , )

With regard to the 200 dollars owing to Nathaniel Kelsall, by a certain
Don Manuel Cardel and his brother, Don Ventura, at Candelaria, it will be
necessary that said Kelsall should write to Captain Chapman, requesting him
to recover the money and remit it to me, which letter it will be advisable that
Nathaniel should send to me for transmission to Candelaria. L

There is also a woman named Eve, who is the wife of Cufy Kelsall,
whose liberation I am much interested in procuring; and if her registry could
be obtained I should be very much pleased to claim her and her numerous
- family. Said Eve is from one of the islands to the eastward, but Cuffy Kelsall
will be able to aid our endeavours in his wife’s behalf with surer information,
and he is now, I believe, in the Bahamas. ‘ :

: I have, &c. -
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
His Excellency George B. Mathew, Esq. Consul-General in Cuba.

&ec. .
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Enclosure 5 in No. 46.
The Governor of the Bahamas to Consul-General Crawford.

Sir, Government House, Nassau, March 27, 1846.

I REGRET exceedingly to inform you, in reply to your communication of
the 2nd March, that I have failed in finding any record in the custom-house or
Colonial Secretary’s Office, of the negroes stated to have been carried from
these islands to Cuba.

I have, however, directed a further search in the out islands,and Is incerely
hope that I may be enabled, by a future mail, to convey some certificates of

their nationality to you. .
I have, &c.
(Signed) GEORGE B. MATTHEW.
Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General,
&e. &e.
No. 47.

Consul-General Crowford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Havana, May 9, 1846.
My Lord, : "~ (Received June 8.)

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch dated the 1st ultimo, and its enclosures, showing that the certificate
of British registry belonging to the schooner  Atalants,” subsequently the
American vessel “ Robert Wilson,” which fitted out, loaded, and sailed from this
port for slave-trading, had not been given up by Mr. Allison, the master, who
commanded her under the British flag, to whom it was entrusted by Mr.
O’Hara, the Vice-Consul at Key West, for conveyance to England. ‘

I shall endeavour to learn something more of this matter, and if anything
of importance is discovered, I shall not fail to report it to your Lordship.

I have, &c.
’ (Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul-General in Cuba.
&c. &. &
No. 48.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Consul-General Crawford.

Sir, Foreign Office, June 30, 1846.

_WITH reference to your despatch dated the 15th of March last, inclosing
copies of a correspondence between you and Her Majesty’s Commissioners at
the Havana, on the subject of denouncing to the Captain-General of Cuba
vessels suspected of being fitted out for the Slave Trade, I have to acquaint
you that I received at the same time a despatch on the same subject from Her
Majesty’s Commissioners, in which they submitted that instructions should be
given to you to pay immediate attention to the denunciations which they may
make, in order that no delay may take place, such as might render those
denunciations ineffective.

~ Concurring in the general tenour of the observations with which the
Commissioners have accompanied this suggestion, I have to instruct you
to act forthwith upon any communication which you may receive from them
relating to the fitting out of slave-vessels, unless in any particular instance
you should happen to be possessed of information which leads you to the con-
viction that they have proceeded upon false information; in which case it

would of course be your duty to communicate directly with the Commissioners
thereupon. :
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I enclose, for your information, a copy of the despatch from Her Majesty’s
Commissioners above referred to, and of my reply.

I am, &ec.
Joseph T. Crawford, Esq. (Signed) ABERDEEN.

&e. &e.

Enclosures in No. 48.
1. The Havana Commissioners to the Earl of Aberdeen, March 14, 1846.

2. The Earl of Aberdeen to the Havana Commissioners, June 30, 1846.
[See Class A, Nos. 67 and 74, pp. 125 and 135.]

No. 49.
Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Havana, June 8, 1846.
My Lord, (Received July 6.)

HAVING again communicated with Mr. O’Hara, Vice-Consul at Key
West, respecting the certificate of registry of the schooner “ Atalanta,” of New- -
castle-upon-Tyne, which has not been delivered up by the master to whom it
was entrusted by Mr. O’Hara under his official seal; Mr. O’Hara repeats what
he said in his letter referred to in my despatch addressed to your Lordship on
the Ist of December last; adding, that he has heard that the master, Mr.
Allison, has been lately at Key West, and about the other Cays of the Florida
reefs ; but the nature of his business Mr. O’Hara did not know.

I considered it also my duty to inquire respecting the British register of
the brig “ Stanley,” now the property of Don Pedro Forcade, under American
colours, and called the “ Frederica,” lately cleared and sailed from this port for
Buenos Ayres, but more probably with a cargo for slaving purposes; and I am
informed that the  Stanley” was not sold in the jurisdiction of Key West, and

Mr. O’Hara can furnish me with no clue to discover what became of the
certificate of her registry. -

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
The Right Hon. the Eorl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul-General in Cuba.
&e. &c. &ec.
No. 50.

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Havana, June 10, 1846.
My Lord, ~ , (Received July 6.)

THE reselling of the emancipados, which has been going on for some
time past under the direction and sanction of the Captain-General, is the
public topic of conversation here.

The Gas Company has been provided by his Excellency with lamp-lighters
to the number of fifty or more for five years, and the price is stated at five
ounces for each. , o
' Her Majesty the Queen-Mother is the principal shareholder of this com-
pany, represented here by Colonel Don Antonio Parejo, who is one of the

directors. ‘ : :

It is said that upwards of 5000 of those unfortunate wretches have been
resold at rates from five to nine ounces, by which upwards of 600,000 dollars
has been made in the Government House, one-sixth of which was divided
amongst the underlings, from the Colonial Secretary downwards; besides
which, provision has been made for Mrs.0’Donnell (now Countess of Luceaga),
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by transferring 400 emancipados to the Marquis de las Delicias, Chief Judge of
the Mixed Court, and one of, if not the greatest slave-holder in this island, for
her account, so as that she may derive an income from their labour, under the
Marquis’s management, of 4000 dollars per month.

I have not the smallest doubt as to the truth of the whole of these state-
ments ; the first, as to the lamp-lighters, I know to be true.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul- General in Cuba.
&e. &e. &e.
No. 51.

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Havana, June 10, 1846.

My Lord, | (Received July 6.)

I HAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s
despatch of the 29th of April, approving of my having applied to the Governor
of the Bahamas with the view of obtaining documentary proof of the manumis-
sion of certain individuals who are held in slavery in this island, and stated to
have been abducted from the Bahamas.

I regret to acquaint your Lordship that I remain without the proofs
required to obtain the liberation of these unfortunates; and my hopes are
limited to what I may obtain from Mr. Wood, of Nassau, using his influence
with some parties in this island who may possess the information which I am
so very anxious to obtain.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul-General in Cuba.
&e. &c. &c. :
No. 52.

Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Havana, June 13, 1846,
My Lord, (Received August 8.)

HER Majesty’s brig “ Daring,” Commander Matson, has been cruizing for
slavers in the old Bahama Channel, and having sailed from this port on her
return to Jamaica two days ago, off Matanzas Captain Matson’s attention was
attracted to a Spanish barque which seemed to avoid the ““ Daring,” and having
boarded her a small coasting schooner was observed making signals, which the
barque answered. ‘

Having found on board the ship a slave-deck completely fitted ready to be
put up, a considerable quantity of water and casks more than sufficient for the
crew, as well as spare coppers, besides the unusually large cooking apparatus,
. he proceeded to examine the schooner, on board which there were more casks,
and a person not belonging to the crew, who stated that he was a passenger
going to Matanzas. :

The ship or Barque proved to be the “ Numa,” of Barcelona, Catala
master, cleared and sailed from this port for Matanzas, with some 400 pipes
and smaller casks of wine, which is said to have been sold here, deliverable at
the neighbouring port.

_The schooner is the coaster —————%, and is stated to have been carrying
the casks to be filled with rum or molasses. '

The defence will probably be, that the deck, extra water-casks, boilers, &c.,
were on board the “ Numa’ because she brought colonists from Spain on the
voyage from which she arrived at Havana; and that of the schooner will be, that

? T cannot find out‘her name.
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by the coasters, empty casks are constantly sent to the outports, there to be
filled with produce for exportation.

If such defence were admitted, contrary to the letter of the Treaty, then
it would be easy to equip any vessel for slave-trading, as the bringing a few
passengers from Spain would be sufficient. ‘

There must have been some sort of connection between the barque and
the schooner; else why the signals from the one to the other, which were
answered and doubtless understood ¢ and the inference is, that the casks on

board the latter were to be transferred to the former; moreover it is said that
Catala, the master of the “ Numa,” has been engaged in slaving, and has more
than once been captured on the coast of Africa. :

The detention of the “ Numa” and her consort, has caused a very great
sensation here, and has been subject of conversation of the highest quarters ;
amongst those decrying the injustice of the case, is the chief Spanish Commis-
sioner, the Marquis de las Delicias, who has thus prejudged the case, which
will not be before the Mixed Tribunal until Monday the 15th instant ; but his
Excellency is perhaps the greatest advocate of slavery in the island, his large
income being principally drawn from the gangs of working negroes he has out
on hire on the railroads, in the mines, &c.

. I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul-General in Cuba.
&e. &e. &e. ‘

No. 53.
Consul-General Crawford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

V . Havana, July 9, 1846.
My Lord, (Received August 8.)

IN my despatch of the 18th ultimo, I did myself the honour of reporting
to your Lordship the detention of the Spanish barque “ Numa,” of Barcelona,
and the coasting schooner ——— by Her Majesty’s brig-sloop * Daring,”
Commander Matson.

I understand that the schooner has been given up, under sentence of
« Justifiable detention, but not good prize,” but the case of the “ Numa™ is still
undecided and has gone before the Spanish Arbitrator of the Mixed Commis-
sion to decide upon a question as to receiving additional proofs on the part of
the claimants, so that it is very likely to be pending for some time longer.

The “ Daring” having been ordered to Jamaica, sailed this morning, but has
left an officer and boat’s crew in charge of the “ Numa.”

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. Consul-General in Cuba.
&e. &c. &e. ‘
No. 54.

Consul-General Crawford to Viscount Palmerston.

Havana, September 6, 1846.
My Lord, ‘ \ (Recetved October 7.)

, IN acknowledging to your Lordship the receipt this day of the Earl of

Aberdeen’s depatch of the 30th June, and its enclosures, conveying an instruc-
tion to me, to act forthwith upon any communication which I may receive from
Her Majesty’s Commissioners, relating to the fitting out of slave-vessels, unless
in any particular instance I should happen to be possessed of information which
leads me to the conviction that they have proceeded upon false information ;
I beg leave to state to your Lordship, with reference to the case upon
which Her Majesty’s Commissioners applied for that instruction, that the
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* Frederica ” was referred to by me in my despatch of the 24th February, when
I expressed a doubt as to whether we were entitled to interfere with Spanish
vessels loading lawful merchandize at this port for the coast of Africa; and it
was under that doubt, and the belief that Her Majesty’s Commissioners were
not, indeed could not be prepared to prove that the “ Frederica” was any other
than a lawfully trading vessel, excepting the suspicion which attached to her as
belonging to Don Pedro Forcade, which made me hesitate about denouncing
her ; but I informed the Commissioners that I was on the alert respecting her,
as really was the case.

My vigilance discovered that her mate and crew were nearly all British

subjects, whom I caused to be warned of their danger if they were engaged in a
slaving-vessel. The mate and British part of the crew consequently left her; and
whether it was because of the difficulty which Forcade found in getting a crew
for the coast of Africa, or that it was the effect of the subsequent denouncement
made to the Captain-General and immediately returned by his Excellency, I
know not ; but after considerable delay the “ Frederica’s” voyage was altered,
and she sailed with'a lawful cargo, regularly cleared out and reported.
_ Whatever purposes might be answered by the conveyance of goods for
slaving purposes from hence to the coast of Africa, in such a vessel, the
“ Frederica’s” construction was of that clump description that she was most
unlikely to have carried negroes with any prospect of escape.

Your Lordship may be assured that I shall give implicit obedience to my
instructions, using discretion, however, in all cases of doubtful information, so
as not to allow my zeal to precipitate me into error, in making reports to his
Excellency the Captain-General upon false statements, which go to injure the
great cause of humanity in which we are engaged.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD,
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. Consul-General in Cuba.
&ec. &ec. &c.
No. 55.

Viscount Palmerston to Consul-General Crawford.

(Circular.)
Sir, ' Foreign Office, November 11, 1846.

I HAVE to refer you to the circular issued under date of the 8th of
May, 1841, to Her Majesty’s functionaries residing in countries where the con-
dition of slavery exists, acquainting them with the opinion of Her Majesty’s
Government, that it would be unfitting that any officer holding an appoint-
ment under the British Crown, should either directly or indirectly hold or be
interested in slave property. _

In furtherance of the principle thus laid down, and in order to prevent
Her Majesty’s functionaries from being engaged, under any circumstances, in
the purchase or sale of a slave, Her Majesty’s Government has come to the
determination of prohibiting all British functionaries residing in slave-holding
countries, from administering to the estates of deceased persons, in cases in
which slaves form part of the property of the deceased; and you are hereby
prohibited accordingly.

You will publish this instruction for the information of all British subjects
resident within the district of your Consulate.

» I am, &c.
Joseph T. Crawford, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&e. &e.

N.B.—This circular was also sent to Her Majesty’s Chargés d’ Affaires and Consuls-General at
Bogotd and Caracas; to Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at Lima; to Her Majesty’s Consuls-
General at Constantinople, in Syria, in Egypt, at Tripoli, Tunis, Algiers, and Tangier; to Her
Majesty’s Consuls at St. Jago de Cuba, Porto Rico, Manila, Cape Verds, Dardanelles, Salonica,
Adrianople, Brussa, Smyma, Erzeroom, Kaisariah, Bagdad, Crete, Damascus, Aleppo, Beyrout,
Cyprus, Jerusalem, Alexandria, Cairo, Tabreez, Tehran, Zanzibar, Baltimore, Norfolk, Charleston,
Savannah, Mobile, New Orleans, Galveston, Carthagena; Panamé, Equator, Bolivia, Buenos Ayres,
Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, Pernambuco, Paraiba, Maranham, and Para; and to Her M jesty’s Vice-
Consul at Loanda. -
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No. 56.
Consul Lindegren to the Earl of Aberdeen.

San Juan, Porto Rico, March 10, 1846.
My Lord, ¥ (Received April 13.)

IN my despatch to your Lordship of the &h November, 1845, I mentioned
that a slaver had been off this port, and had proceeded to Cuba, not being able
to land any of her slaves upon this island; and the master has since arrived
here, and has, I find, succeeded in landed his cargo in safety near the Havana,
and sold the vessel there. I now write to say, that I have been told confiden-
tially, that the slave-owner here has lately received advices from the person
who went to Africa in the first instance, to form the slave establishment in the
River Pongo; that he has 800 slaves ready for shipment, but has not yet been
able to get any vessels to bring them on, but that he will ship them as soon as
he can get conveyances for them ; and that no British cruizers have been seen
for a length of time off that part of the coast; in answer to which the owner
has written him, not to send them here on any account, as they cannot be
landed, but to forward them on to Cuba. ,

I wrote to Vice-Admiral Sir Francis Austen, telling him of the slaver hav-
ing been off this place; and he in answer said, that he had desired the senior
officer at Jamaica to send a vessel to cruize off Porto Rico and Havana, to
endeavour to intercept any vessel attempting to carry on the Traffic in Slaves ;
and I shall write him what I have now heard, as, independent of this, the trade
to Cuba appears to be still in progress in spite of the orders which have been
sent out against it. Hoping that your Lordship will approve of this

1 have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN LINDEGREN.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.
&e. &ec. &c.
No. 57.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Consul Lindegren.

Sir, Foreign Office, April 28, 1846.

I HAVE received your despatch of the 10th ultimo, reporting the recent
landing of a cargo of slaves in the neighbourhood of the Havana; and giving
information relative to a depbt of slaves ready for shipment in the Rio Pongos
- on the west coast of Africa. :

I approve of your having communicated to Vice-Admiral Sir F. Austen,
ghe Jmovements of the slave-vessel which you state to have been off the port of

t. Juan. '

I perceive with satisfaction from your despatch, that the Governor of Porto
Rico appears to be honourably acting up to his professed determination not to
permit the landing of slaves in that island.

I enclose to you a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Commissioners
at Jamaica, reporting that a vessel which had shortly before landed a cargo of

Crass B. '
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slaves, had been seen near the port of St. Juan. It is not stated at what
* place or in what island the alleged landing of slaves took place; and from the
statement contained in your despatch of the 10th ultimo, it appears very doubt-
ful whether any such landing could be effected in Porto Rico, and whether
the slaver mentioned by the Commissioners, may not have been the identical
one reported by you as having landed a cargo in Cuba. I have therefore to
desire, that you will make enquiry into the matter, and that you will report to
me the result; for Her Majesty’s Government consider it due to the Governor
- of Porto Rico, not to permit to pass without investigation, a statement which,
although so vague, if not enquired into, is calculated to reflect unjustly and
injuriously on the activity or good faith of the authorities of Porto Rico.
I am, &c.

J. Lindegren, Esg. (Signed) ABERDEEN.
&e. &c.

Enclosure in No. 57.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Jamaica to the Earl of Aberdeen, March 2& 1846.
[See Class A, No. 137, p. 237.]

No. 58.
Consul Lindegren to the Earl of Aberdeen.

San Juan, Porto Rico, June 6, 1846,
My Lord, (Received July 6.)

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship’s despatch
of the 28th of April last, enclosing copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Com-
missioners at Jamaica, reporting that a vessel had been seen near San Juan,
which had shortly before landed a cargo of slaves; and that the captain of a
slaver had boasted to Mr. Goff, a passenger on board the steam-packet, that he
had been successful in running his cargo. In answer to which I beg to state to
your Lordship, that I was aware of what the captain told Mr. Goff; and that
he further pointed out the part of the coast where -the slaves had been landed ;
but if he did not intentionally wish to deceive in what he stated, to conceal the
real place of landing, he must, I think, have referred to a circumstance which
occurred shortly before the present Governor arrived, when a vessel belonging
to the same owners, landed a cargo of slaves on the island; for being very
anxious to get every information possible upon the subject, I ascertained that
the captain alluded to had commanded the vessel which I reported to your
Lordship in my despatch dated 8th January, 1845, as having sailed for the
coast of Africa, but having been captured by one of Her Majesty’s steamers on
entering the River Pongo, the captain chartered another vessel to bring on a
cargo of slaves, which arrived off this port on the 28th of October last, as
reported by me to your Lordship in my despatch dated the 8th of November;
and being unable to land the slaves here, from the positive restrictions of the
Governor, he proceeded to Cuba, where, after the slaves had been landed, the
vessel was sold ; and the captain who had had charge of them was then return-
ing to San Juan, where his family reside, when he made this statement to
Mr. Goff. : ‘

I am certain, from the information I obtained, that none of these slaves
were landed on the island, but the whole of them were disposed of in the Island
of Cuba, and I asceitained the prices at which they had been sold.

The vessel which Mr. Goff reports as having seen near San Juan, was
probably the vessel which belonged to the same owners, and had landed the
cargo of slaves on the north side of the island, to which the captain may have
referred, as he is connected with them, and knew all the circumstances. This
vessel they intended originally to have sent to the coast of Africa for slaves,
but not having any papers they were obliged to substitute for her the vessel
subsequently taken in the River Pongo, as reported to your Lordship in my
despatch, Slave Trade, dated December 26, 1844. She afterwards went to the
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Havana, where she got papers, and has been trading between that place,
Porto Rico, and other ports in these parts, since, and she is now in this har-
bour.

I am confident that there has not been any slave transaction connected
with this island, except the one at present referred to, since my arrival here ;
and knowing the honourable feelings of the Governor, which are universally
acknowledged here, and the strong manner in which he has expressed himself

as to his determination to prevent the admission of slaves into the island, Her
 Majesty’s Government may rest perfectly assured of his good faith, and that he
will fully act up to his declared determination in this respect, which he has
intimated to me on more than one occasion ; and from what he has himself
told me, as well as from the information which I have obtained from other
quarters, I can venture to assure your Lordship that it is not possible under
the police regulations established here, and the orders given by the Governor,
for any slaves to be landed on this island without his knowledge, and if any
such attempt were made, that they would be immediately confiscated.

. I have, &c.
' _ (Signed) JOHN LINDEGREN.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.
&e. &e. - e.
No. 59.

Consul Lindegren to the Earl of Aberdeen.

San Juan, Porto Rico, June 26, 1846.
My Lord, (Received July 21.)

I DID not expect that any further slave expeditions would have been
undertaken from hence, but I find that the same parties who have carried on
that trade here, are now going to dispatch for a cargo of slaves the vessel
which on a former occasion they were prevented from sending out for want of
the necessary papers, which they have since obtained for her.

I have received a private communication that they are now fitting her out
in consequence of a letter which they have received from the agent in the
River Pongo, stating that he has 600 slaves on hand, and urgently pressing
them to send the vessel ouf, as the rainy season was coming on when the
British cruizers would probably be absent from the coast. They are now put-
ting water-casks on board, and are going to send her to Curacoa, to get her
slave-deck made and fitted; and she is then to return here to get a crew, as
those on board will not go in her on this expedition, so that it will probably
be a month before she will finally sail, which may give time for information to
be sent from England to the coast of Africa, of her expected arrival before she
can get there. She will go to the River Pongo direct, and load at the place
where a Spanish brigantine called the “ Montserat” was taken by one of Her
Majesty’s steamers in February or March in last year, just as she was going
into the river to take her slave-cargo on board, which were all ready for ship-
ment. This vessel’s name is the  Conde de Mirasol.” She is a black brig of
about 150 tons, with raking masts; and will probably hoist off the coast the
same signal as I mentioned to your Lordship in my despatch of the 26th
September, 1844, Slave Trade, blue, with a white angular cross.

She will certainly not attempt to land her slaves here, as the Governor so
positively prohibits their admission, but will without doubt take them on to
Cuba, and probably to the same place where the last cargo was safely landed,
though she may perhaps call off here on her return. ;

I shall inform the commanding officer of Her Majesty’s ships on this sta-
tion of the intended departure of this brig, of which your Lordship will I trust

approve.
I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN LINDEGREN.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.
_&c. &c. &e.
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No. 60.
Consul Lindegren to the Earl of Aberdeen,

‘ San Juan, Porto Rico, July 11, 1846.
My Lord, (Received August 6.)

-IN my despatch of the 26th ultimo, I informed your Lordship that a brig
was fitting out here intended for the Slave Trade; but in the first instance going
to Curagoa; since which, seeing that she did not sail, but had been moved up the
harbour, I enquired the cause, and was told that the Governor had prevented
her departure, and therefore I determined upon seeing him; but being con-
fined to his room for several days, from illness, I could not have an interview
with him until to-day, when he told me that the brig had not got her papers,
which I thought she had obtained at the Havana, but that the owners had
applied to the Government of Spain for them, and they would, without doubt,
soon receive them, and that she had made her last voyages under his licence :
but he had told the owners now, that she could not sail to any foreign place
until the papers arrived. I then stated what I had heard about her, of which
he was not aware ; but he told me, that if any attempts were made to carry on
the Trade, which was now quite contrary to law, that they should be punished
as they deserved ; and with regard to this vessel, that when she did receive her
papers he would not let her sail from hence without the owners entered into a
bond to the amount of the value of the vessel, that she would not proceed to
the coast of Africa. I think, therefore, that this voyage is not likely to be
undertaken ; and that if they want to get their slaves away from the coast, they
must get a vessel elsewhere for that purpose. I then took the opportunity of
speaking to the Governor about the despatch which I had received from your
Lordship, and the communication made by Her Majesty’s Commissioners at
Jamaica, as well as the boast of the slave-captain on board the steamer, that he
had landed his slaves on this island ; at which he expressed great surprise, and
said that it was impossible to have taken place, from the orders which he had
given, and which the Governor of Crab Island had also received from him ; that
he had given me his word that no slaves should be landed here, and that under
no circumstances would he allow it ; and he desired me to inform your Lordship
that he would faithfully act up to the orders he had received, and the engage-
ment he had entered into, not to allow any traffic of the kind to be carried on
here; and he added, that it was possible that they might try to deceive him
in attempting to carry it on, but that it should not be done with impunity.

I trust that this communication will quite satisfy your Lordship as to the
impossibility of the Slave Trade existing at Porto Rico, as long at least as the
present Governor remains here.

I had written to Vice-Admiral Sir Francis Austen, to tell him of this ves-
sel’s probable departure for the coast of Africa, in case he thought fit to look
out for her, either on going there or on her return; but I understand that all
Her Majesty’s ships on the station are gone to Vera Cruz; and I shall write him
now that the brig’s voyage is not likely to be undertaken.

' I have, &ec.

. (Signed) JOHN LINDEGREN.

‘The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.

&e. &e. &e




( 69 )

| SPAIN. ( Consular)— Port Mahon.

No. 61.
Vice-C'o}nsul Dalzell to Mr. Bidwell. |

British Consulate, Mahon, August 31, 1846.
. (Received September 18.)

HAVING this morning received faom Mr. Constant, British Vice-Consul
stationed at Palma of Majorca, information of a vessel having been recently
fitted out at that port, and bound for Rio Janeiro, to be sold there, accord-
ing to- current report, for slave-trading, I have this day forwarded an express
communication on this subject, addressed to Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker,
copy of which despatch I do myself herewith the honour to enclose.

The preceding case of similar description, referred to by Mr. Constant,
was that of a vessel called the “ San José” (“ Especulador”), of which I lost niot
a moment in forwarding every particular to the Admiral, who, in reply to my
communication, informed me that he had transmitted it to the Admiralty. The
following is an extract on that subject from Mr. Constant’s present letter :—

“ Information has recently been received here, that the ¢San José’
(¢ Especulador’) had been compelled to run aground on the coast of Africa,
chased by the cruizers, where she was soon lost. Letters from part of the
crew detail the circumstances of the case ; and on comparing the dates of such
letters with an article which I have read in the British journals, with reference to
a similar accident happened to Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Flying Fish,” it appears to
me beyond doubt that the vessel chased by the ‘Flying Fish® was no other
than the one referred to.” '

Sir,

. I have, &ec.
John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) R. A. DALZELL.
&ec. &e.

Enclosure 1 in No. 61.
Vice-Consul Dalzell to Vice-Admiral Sir W. Parker.

Sir, British Consulate, Mahon, August 31, 1846.

FEVER mindful of the great importance of affording prompt information
respecting any vessel actually engaged in the odious Traffic in Slaves, or which
is suspected to be directly or indirectly destined for such purposes, I deemed.it
- my duty instantly to forward to your Excellency (as 1 have the honour to do

on the other side hereof) extract from a letter which I have received from the
- British Vice-Consul stationed at Palma of Majorca, relative to a vessel at pre-
sent fitting out at that port, bound for Rio Janeiro, to be sold there, and,
according to' current report, destined for slave-trading. 3
‘ I have, &c. .
(Signed) R. A. DALZELL.
Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, G.C.B. '

&e. &e. &e.
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Enclosure 2 in No. 61.
Vice-Consul Constant to Vice-Consul Dalzell.

/ British Vice-Consulate, Palma, Majorca,
(Extract.) : - August 30, 1846.

WITH reference to my despatches of the 4th and 24th February, giving
account of a vessel called the “ San Jos¢” (“ Especulador”), being at that time
fitting out at this port, strongly suspected for slave-trading, I beg now to inform
you that at present there has been another vessel of like description built here,
bound with a cargo of salt, to Rio Janeiro, there to be sold, and, according to
current report, destined for slave-trading.

Description of the vessel :—Falucha “ el Especulador,” 100 tons, coppered
and copper-fastened ; two masts; round stern; José Rosetto, master ; fifteen
men ; bound to Rio Janeiro, and intended to be sold there, The owners of the

“vessel, as I am told, are as follows :—Domingo Prabo, Miguel Borafé, three
brothers called Villalongo, Pablo Torré, and the said master, José Rosetto.

The owners, master, and crew, are natives of this country.
R. A. Dalzell, Esq. | (Signed) B. CONSTANT.

&c. - &
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No. 62.
Consul Farren to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Manila, January 20, 1846.
(Extract.) ' (Received April 1.)

IT may be represented to your Lordship, that no foreign sugar being
admitted to consumption through the port of Manila, and slavery not existing
in these possessions, there are no grounds for apprehending a violation of the
Parliamentary design. With these facts, did no sugar leave these possessions,
but that which might be cultivated around Manila, there would be some weight
in the statement. But it may not be represented to your Lordship that there is
no sugar for export grown about Manila; that the entire bulk of the commer-
cial produce of that article is from provinces more or less remote ; and that a
very considerable portion is supplied from Zebu, an island'in the southernmost
part of the Philippine Group; that the insular region adjoining that part is the
most notorious in the whole Eastern hemisphere for its Traffic in Slaves; is also
the sphere of a maritime and commercial activity, and between that region and
the provinces of the island in which Manila itself is situated, and the extensive
shores of the innumerable islands which constitute the Philippines, there is a
direct and indirect trading relation, independent of Manila; and though nomij-
nally the coasts are subject to surveillance, its insufficiency is not only acknow-
ledged as well as known, but proved by the lamentable estimate I have received.
from an authority at Soloo itself, that 1500 individuals are annually carried off
from these possessions, and sold to slavery at Soloo.

Soloo, the chief mart of this Traffic in Slaves, is contiguous to Zebu and
the Philippines, and has a formal treaty of commerce with them. Mindanao
(which is politically and geographically admitted as one of the Philippines, but
in which Samboanga only is occupied by Spain with an established force) is
governed locally and in local independence by its own chiefs, among whom
slavery exists ; and though sugar (cultivated throughout that region,) is not
known to be produced in quantities to become a commercial product, yet
unfostered by the Spanish Government, and referable to no other known causes
than generally influence such peculiar effects on local intelligence and industry,
—those causes, and the same natural advantages, which have made the remote
Island of Zebu and the distant provinces of Luzon the districts of extensive
sugar crops, may similarly operate upon some of the iqnumerable islands in the
contiguous archipelago through which slavery prevails. The Parliamentary
measure tending to cultivate that product is now but working an incipient
effect in native industry here. The prospects of the settlement of Sarawak on
- one side of Borneo, and on another the expected occupation by Great Britain
of an island forming almost a part of that country; the favourable progress
which I regard these possessions (the Philippines) as making, and the results
which may arise from measures repressive of predatory Traffic in Slaves, to
which the adjacent archipelago is addicted, are influences which, though specu-~
lative in result, are in active existence, and tending to bring those parts into
close relations with civilizing examples, and produce some changes, and give
new directions to the ideas and pursuit of gain by their chiefs and leading
people. - Among those parts Chinese traders and settlers are numerously scat-
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tered. Here the Chinese are not only the retailing agents of the great mass
of general commercial transactions, and have some of the largest establishments
for crushing sugar, but they are almost exclusively the class employed by the
Spanish crushers, likewise, in purchasing that article from the native and insular
growers; and should any part of the southern and slaye-trading group of
islands produce it at a rate that would compensate its indirect introduction, the
obstacle of provincial prohibition would not be insurmountable ; and I do not
suppose it would be regarded as unjust, were I to imagine that there may be
persons here, who, if deriving a profit from its export, would think that the
opposing onus rested with the British Government, and the precautionary and
detective power and vigilance of Her Majesty’s Consuls.

These are parts of the subject which will not probably be brought to your
Lordship’s knowledge or consideration, when it is represented that no foreign
sugar being admitted to Manila, and no slavery existing in the Philippines, the
regulations complained of are unnecessary.
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No. 63.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

: Lisbon, December 30, 1845.
My Lord, (Reeeived January 7, 1846.)

WITH reference to my despatch of the 26th ultimo, in which I transmitted
a copy of the note which, under your Lordship’s instructions, I addressed to
Senhor Gomes de Castro, I have new the honour to enclose a. copy of the answer
which 1 received this day from his Excellency, in which he expresses the satis-
faction of Her Most Faithful Majesty at the testimony borne by Her Majesty’s
Government to the zeal of the Portuguese authorities of Africa in the suppres-
sion of the Slave Trade, and which, his Excellency informs me, the Queen of
Portugal has ordered to be notified to the Portuguese authorities in question.

He remarks, however, that as regards the permission granted by the
Governor-General of Mozambique to British cruizers to enter those rivers, bays,
and creeks, in the Portuguese possessions on the east coast of Africa where
no Portuguese authorities are established, with the object of searching vessels
suspected of being engaged in the Slave Trade, Her Most Faithful Majesty, con-
sidering such a proceeding to be a direct infraction of Article I11 of the Treaty
of 1842, as well as of Portuguese law, had determined that the Governor-
General of Mozambique should be instructed to revoke that permission.

His Excellency, in conclusion, expresses his confidence that Her Majesty’s
Government will see the propriety of this step ; and acquaints me for the infor-
mation of Her Majesty’s Government, that the Portuguese Government are on
the point of increasing the number of their cruizers on the east coast of Africa.

I have, &e.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN & SEAFORD.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. .
&e. &e. &c.

Enclosure in No. 63. ,
Senhor Gomes de Castro to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

(Translation.) Foreign Office, Lisbon, ‘
My Lord, December 30, 1845.

HAVING transmitted to the Minister of Marine a copy of the note and
- documents enclosed therein, which your Lordship addressed to me on the 29th
of October last, and the receipt of which I acknowledged in my note of the
20th ultimo, in which your Lordship returned the thanks of your Government
for the services and effectual co-operation lent to the British cruizers on the
coast of Africa by the Governor-General of Mozambique and other civil and
military authorities of that province; that Minister informed me in a note -of
the 19th instant, that Her Majesty the Queen had felt highly gratified at that
flattering communication, from the certainty which it conveyed, of the zeal and
interest manifested by the authorities in question in the performance of their
Crass B.
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duty and execution of the instructions which they have received ; and that Her
Majesty was at the same time pleased to ordain that the praises and acknow-
ledgments of the British Government conveyed by your Lordship in your note
above mentioned, should be communicated to all the authorities in question,
two of which Her Majesty had already on that account remunerated, conferring
on them honorary distinctions. ,

As regards the permission given to the British cruizers by the Governor-
General in question, to which the copy transmitted in your Lordship’s note
vefers, to enter those rivers, bays, and creeks, and other points of the east coast
of Africa, where there should not be any Portuguese authorities, the Minister
of Marine informs me that Her Majesty considering how completely that per-
mission is opposed to the stipulation of the Fourth Section of Article ILI of the
Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, which expressly declares it is not licit to detain or
visit, under any pretext or motive whatever, any merchant-vessel anchored in
any port or anchorage belonging to either of the two High Contracting Parties
(excepting in the cases declared in the same paragraph), and considering, more-
over how much it is opposed to all Portuguese legislation, had been pleased to
‘ordain, by a royal order of the 9th instant, that the said Governor-General, in
observance of the stipulations between the Crowns of Portugal and Great Britain,
and of the Portuguese legislation, should revoke that permission, and communi-
cate the repeal thereof to the British cruizers, to which the Governor-General
misinterpreting the said Third Section, had conceded the permission. All which
I have the honour to communicate to your Lordship, in the certainty that the
weighty reasons which I have brought forward, and others which from their
obvious character I have omitted, will convince the British Government of the
necessity Her Majesty was under to order the repeal of the above-mentioned
permission ; while I am enabled at the same time to assure your Lordship, in
order that you may be pleased to communicate it to your Government, that Her
Majesty’s Government are engaged earnestly in increasing the number of their
cruizers on that coast.

I avail, &ec.
(Signed) JOZE JOAQM. GOMES DE CASTRO.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford,

&c. &e. &c.

~ No. 64.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Lisbon, December, 31, ]845.
My Lord, (Received January 17, 1846.)

I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit a list of slave vessels which have
been either captured or destroyed on the coast of Africa, owing to the exertions
of the Portuguese cruizers during the year 1845.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN & SEAFORD.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.

&c. &c. &e.
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Enclosure in No. 64.

List of SLAVE-VEsseLs captured in the Ultramarine Province by the Portuguese
Cruizers and Authorities. 4

Ancora.
Name of Slaver. Class. Name of Cruizer. | Remarks.
Despique da Inveja | Brazilian brig ..| Nympha
Canario .. .. | Ditto schooner ..| Launch of the sloop
Relampago
Alaunch.. ..| Nympha .. -.| The slave-launch had no flag or
. .. Portuguese boat | Relampago name,
Gago .. .. | Ditto schooner ..| A launch of the Na- | Released.
val Station
Constante Amizade | Brazilian brig ..| Relampago
Cacique .. .. | Brig schooner ..| Relampago
Brig .. . . .. Went down on the ¢ Relampago”
i B : coming within sight.
Primavera .. | Braazilian barque .. .. Burned at Ambriz  ditte  d'tto.
Schooner - .. .. | Ditto ditto ditto.
MozamBIQUE.
Brig .. .| Don Jofo de Castro | Captired at Ibo.
No. 65.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

My Lord, Foreign Office, February 11, 1846.

IN your Lordship’s despatch dated the 2nd of September last, you in-
formed me, that having officially, applied to Senhor Gomes de Castro for the
proper exequatur to the certified copy of Mr. Brand’s commission of British
Vice-Consul at Angola, transmitted to you by me, his Excellency had duly
caused to be annexed thereto the confirmation of the Portuguese Government ;
and had informed you that he had requested the Minister of Marine to issue
the necessary orders to the authorities of Angola to recognize Mr. Brand, and
lend him any assistance he might require for the due performance of his duties
as British Vice-Consul. Your Lordship adds in the same despatch, that you
would forward Mr. Brand’s exequatur by the first opportunity.

I regret to find by a despatch from Mr. Gabriel, dated Loanda, the 8th of
November, that up to that time, Mr. Brand, on whom the duties of British
Arbitrator had devolved, was still without any official recognition by thé Portu-
guese authorities.

I have to desire that your Lordship will inform me of the cause of this
delay, which has occasioned great inconvenience and embarrassment to Her
Majesty’s Government ; and that you will, if necessary, make a further and
pressing representation upon this subject to the Portuguese Government, in
order that Mr. Brand’s appointment may be formally recognized without further
loss of time. ‘

- Tam, &c.

: (Signed) ABERDEEN.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B. ' ‘
&e. &e. :
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No. 66.
Baron Moncorvo to the Earl of Aberdeen.

: Portuguese Legation, London, March 10, 1846.
My Lord, (Received March 10.)

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency, that I have received in-
structions from Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Government, to call your Excel-
lency’s immediate attention to the practice on the part of the British cruizers
on the coast of Africa, of landing on the Portuguese territories and settlements
the crews of the vessels which are seized and taken by them on account of
carrying on the Slave Trede; and by which proceeding, those crews generally,
abandoned in the state of the greatest destitution, become chargeable to the
local authorities of the places where they are landed, to provide for their main-
tenance and for the means of sending them to their respective countries;

. besides, becoming a burden, and in most instances a great nuisance, to the
inhabitants of the settlement where they are left.

I do not believe that it is mnecessary for me to argue this point to any
length, as T am sure that your Excellency will naturally'be convinced of the
necessity of adopting some steps to put a stop to a practice which in itself
gives sufficient cause to Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Goyernment to demand
its suppression, when it is considered that such a practice is against the
Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, and that the crews of the vessels at present taken
in the Slave Trade consist chiefly of a piratical set of men of all nations, and of
the most abandoned character and habits, whose residence in any place is suffi-
cient to pervert the morals of its inhabitants, and to introduce among them
every vice to which human nature can be subject.

Consequently I hope that Her Britannic Majesty’s Government will adopt
those measures best adapted for discontinuing the practice on the part of the
British cruizers, of landing the crews of slave-trading vessels on the Portuguese
territories and settlements. - I have, &c. ‘

(Signed) MONCORVO.
His Ezcellency the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.

&e. &e. &e.

No. 67.
The Earl of Aberdeen to Baron Moncorvo.

Monsieur le Baron, ~ Foreign Office, March 18, 1846.

I HAVE had the honour to’ receive your letter of the 10th instant,
stating that you have been instructed by your Government to call m:
immediate attention to the practice on the part of the British cruizers on the
coast of Africa, of landing on the Portuguese territories and settlements, the
crews of the vessels which are seized and taken by them on account of carrying
on the Slave Trade ; by which proceeding, it is stated, those crews, generally
abandoned in a state of the greatest destitution, become chargeable to the local
authorities of the places where they are landed to provide for their main-
tenance, and for the means of sending them to their respective countries,
besides becoming a burden, and in most instances a great muisance to the
establishments of the settlements where they are left. |

In executing this instruction, you observe that I shall naturally be con-
vinced of the necessity of adopting some steps to put a stop to a practice which
in itself gives sufficient cause to Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Government to
demand its suppression, when it is considered that such a practice is against
the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, and that the crews of the vessels at present
taken in the Slave Trade, consist chiefly of a piratical set of men, of all nations,
and of the most abandoned character and habits, whose residence in any place
is sufficient to pervert the morals of its inhabitants, and to introduce among
them every vice to which human nature can be subject.
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1 have no hesitation in stating, in reply to this communication, that the
practice, if it exists, is a just ground of complaint on the part of the Govern-
ment of Her Most Faithful Majesty, and ought to be remedied; although,
unless the alleged practice referred to the crews of Portuguese captured
slavers, I do not see that it would be a breach of the Treaty of 1842, as stated
in your letter. '

The practice complained of, however, I understand to refer to the crews -
of captured slave-vessels other than Portuguese; but I have not been able to
ascertain from the archives of this department, that any such practice does
exist, and it appears to be more likely that the individuals of whom your letter
treats, are the crews of slave-vessels which may have been chased by British
cruizers, and who, when hard-pressed, may have run their vessels on shore to
avoid being captured, and have afterwards abandoned them, as is not unfre-
quently done under such circumstances. ;

If such should turn out to be the case, I would beg leave to observe,
without intending to underrate the inconvenience which the presence of such
persons may occasion to the Portuguese authorities, that the commanders of Her
Majesty’s cruizers could not fairly be held responsible or blameable for what,
in the case supposed, would be, so far as they are concerned, an unavoidable
consequence of their legitimate acts.under the Treaties for the suppression of
the Slave Trade. o

I have thought it right to trouble you with these few remarks, which
naturally suggest’ themselves on the perusal of your representation, in the
absence of any information corraborative of the practice of which Her Most
Faithful Majesty’s Government complain ; but I beg at the same time to assure
you that I will lose no time in bringing the subject under the notice of the
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, in order that enquiries may be forthwith
made thereupon, the result of which I will do myself the honour to make
known to you in a future letter.

I have, &c. :
Baron Moncorvo, ‘ - (Signed) ABERDEEN.
&e. &e. , o

No. 68.

Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

| Lisbon, March 13, 1846.
My Lord, , (Recewed March 20.)
WITH - reference to my despatch of the 18th March, 1844,%I have the
honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy and a translation of the reply of
the Minister of Foreign Affairs to- my note, a copy of which accompanied that
despatch. ‘ o
Your Lordship will perceive from the tenor of this reply, that the Portu-
guese Government entirely justify the conduct of their officer at Loanda, in
granting papers such as those which formed the ground of Captain Foote’s
complaint in the case of the “ Bom Successo.” - ‘
I have, &c. '
‘ (Signedy =~ HOWARD DE WALDEN & SEAFORD.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. , A o

&e. o & &e.
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Enclosure in No. 68.

Senhor Gomes de Castro to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

(Translation.) ‘ ,
My Lord, ' - Foreign Office, Lisbon, March 5, 1846.

. IN answer to your Lordship’s note of the 8th March, 1844, enclosing a
copy of correspondence addressed to the British Admirality by Captain John
Foote, senior officer on the Angola station, relative to case of the “ Bom Suc-
cesso,” and. the existence of barracoons for slaves at a place a few miles from
Ambriz; I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that the Minister of
Marine communicated to me on the 31st January last, that Her Majesty
had called on the Governor-General of Angola, as I informed your Lordship
in my note of the 17th May, 1844,.to report on the matter of the culpa-
bility of the Administrator of Customs ad 4nterim in that province, Eusebio
Catella de Lemos Pinheiro Falcio, with reference to the despatches fur-
nished to the vessel in question, which, having sailed from Loanda for Lisbon,
with a cargo of flour, rice, and other articles of merchandize, and having the
necessary custom-house certificate passed by the said Administrator, did not
proceed on her destination, but went to Novo Redondo, where she took in a
cargo of slaves. The Governor-General replied, that having made the most
scrupulous examination of the documents and registries existing in the office of
the general government of the province, he had found that, nothing having
been discovered on board the vessel which could cause any suspicion of her
being engaged in the odious Slave Trade, the Council of Government, acting at
the time in the absence of a Governor-General, granted her the necessary
despatches to sail for Lisbon, touching at Novo Redondo, Quibombo, and Ben-
guela, where she was to have taken in a fresh cargo for Lisbon.

From the report of the Governor-General, it 1s therefore evident that the
first cargo of the “Bom Successo” showed no indication of illicit trading; for
the cargo was composed of articles of produce and merchandize which pre-
cisely constitute a licit commerce in the ports to the south of Angola, where
they are in great demand, and form the most important branch of the carrying
trade, so profitable to the mérchants of that province. »

Consequently, if the occurrence which took place with regard to the
« Bom Successo,” were considered a sufficient reason for throwing suspicion on
every vessel bound for the ports in the south, having a similar cargo on board,
and the necessary despatches were refused them, great and serious injury would
be done to fair trading and the carrying trade, and to the ports of Benguela,
Mossamides, and other places on the coast; as it is moreover notorious that
the greater number of vessels going to those ports carry large quantities of
goods and merchandize of a like nature, without being ever destined for the
Slave Trade. o » '

- Your Lordship will doubtless feel convinced by the above reasons, that no
just motive exists for obstructing the exportation of goagds to Benguela and
other ports of the south, such as provisions and materials for building, which
latter, although they certainly may be used in constructing barracoons for
slaves, are nevertheless indispensable in the construction of sheds for storing
the urzella and copal, and other articles of licit coummerce.

As regards the certificate passed by the Administrator of Customs ad wnterim
in that province, the accusation brought forward against that employé is per-
fectly without foundation ; for on the certificate being brought before the
- Council of Government, the latter finding it perfectly regular, granted the
despatches required for the vessel to be allowed to sail

I avail, &c.
(Signed) JOZE JOAQM. GOMES DE CASTRO.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, : :

&e. &e.
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No. 69.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

v - Lisbon, March 17, 1846.
My Lord, (Received March 26.)

- WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch marked Slave Trade, of the
11th ultimo, I have the honour to report to your Lordship, that the copy of
M. Brand’s commission, to which the Portuguese exequatur was annexed, as
well as the instructions from the Minister of Marine to the Portuguese autho-
rities, on the subject of that gentleman’s appointment, were duly forwarded by
the Portuguese transport “ Princeza Real,” on the 23rd of September of last
year. ‘ ’

. Senhor Gomes de Castro having applied to the Minister of Marine for infor-
mation in regard to the arrival of the “ Princesa Real” at St. Paul de Loanda,
states that he is informed by that Minister, that she had had not reached Loanda
up to the date of the last official correspondence from Angola; but that as soon
as accounts of her arrival are received, he will furnish him with all due infor-
mation on the subject of the recognition of Mr. Brand as British Vice-Consul.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN & SEAFORD.

The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. :

&e. &c. &e.

No. 70.
The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

My Lord, Foreign Office, April 15, 1846.

I REGRET to have occasion again to call your Lordship’s attention to the
. subject of the long-pending prosecutions which have been instituted in the Cape
de Verd Islands, under orders from the Portuguese Government, against certain
parties, who from evidence taken on trials before the Slave Trade Commis-
sioners at Sierra Leone, had been discovered to be engaged in the Slave Trade.

In the last despatch which T received from your Lordship on this subject,
dated the 5th of April, 1845, you inclosed a copy of a note which, in accord-
ance with your renewed instructions, you had addressed to the Portuguese
Minister for Foreign Affairs; and also a copy of that Minister’s reply, wherein
his Excellency stated that he had called on the Minister of Marine for informa-
tion on this subject, and had requested that such steps might be taken
thereupon as the case required. '

Her Majesty’s Government had hoped that this intimation would have been
followed up with effect ; but I now learn by a despatch recently received from
Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Boa Vista, dated the 22nd of Qctober last, of
which I enclose an extract for your Lordship’s information, that the question
still remains in the same unsatisfactory state as when you last addressed the
Portuguese Minister upon the subject. For it appears, that notwithstanding the
repeated assurances which Her Majesty's Government have received from the
- Government of Portugal, that these prosecutions should be ca,rri'ed on, and not-

withstanding the repeated orders which have been sent from Lisbon to the su-
preme authorities of the Cape de Verds, the Local Government still obstinately
refuse to bring the prosecutions to a conclusion. )

Her Majesty's Government do not presume to interpret the motives which
actuate the colonial authorities in thus disregarding the orders of Her Most
Faithful Majesty’s Government ; but I am bound to instruct your Lordship to
bring the facts again under the notice of that Government.
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You will, therefore, on the receipt of this despatch, address a further note
to Senhor Gomes de Castro, in which you will remonstrate in the name of
your Government against the continued delay that has been suffered to take
place in this matter. You will remind that Minister, that more than five years
ago the Portuguese Government pledged itself to bring the accused parties to
trial ; that nearly five years have elapsed since the late Governor informed Her
Majesty’s Consul at Boa Vista, that he had already instituted legal proceedings;
but that notwithstanding this, and the promises and assurances since so often
repeated from time to time, the matter remains to this day totally and wilfully
neglected by the colonial authorities. ‘

You will therefore once more appeal to the good faith of the Cabinet of
Lisbon, and urge M. Gomes de Castro to cause such peremptory orders to be
sent out to the Governor-General of the Cape de Verd Islands as may be requi-
site to bring these long-protracted trials to a termination, without further loss
of time.

It is now become the more incumbent on Her Majesty’s Government to
press this matter on the earnest attention of the Cabinet of Lisbon, since it ap-

-pears that the present Governor-General of the Cape de Verds, following the
example of his predecessor, refuses to entertain the question on the representa-
noi of the British Consul, and that he even refuses to reply to the enquiries-
which that functionary considered it to be his duty to address to the Governor-
General upon the subject.

I am, &c.

: (Signed) =~ ABERDEEN,
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B.

&e. - &ec.

Enclosure in No. %0.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Boe Vista to the Earl of Aberdeen,
October 22, 1845,

[See Class A, No. 182, p. 317.]

No. 71.

Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

: ' Lisbon, April 12, 1846.
My Lord, , (Received April 28.)
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch marked Slave Trade, of the
22nd of August of last year, by which I was instructed to bring under the
notice of the Portuguese Government circumstances connected with the Brazilian
vessel ““ Esperan¢a,” which, in the opinion of the Commission established at
Sierra Leone, give rise to strong suspicion as to collusion on the part of the
Portuguese Vice-Consul in regard to the slave trade enterprise for which the
said vessel was destined, I have the honour to enclose a copy of a note which
I have received from Senhor Gomes de Castro, containing explanations as in
exculpation of the said Vice-Consul.
I have, &c.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN & SEAFORD.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.
ge. &e. &e.
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Enclosure 1 in No. 71.

Senhor Gomes de Castro to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

(Translation.) .
My Lord, Foreign Office, Lisbon, April 4, 1846.

HAVING issued the most positive orders to the Portuguese Consul at

‘Bahia to proceed to a strict investigation with reference to the conduct
attributed to the Portuguese Vice-Consul in that city, and communicated to me
by your Lordship in your note of the 4th September of last year, the said
Consul informs me officially, under date of the 22nd January last, that the
“ Esperanga” took out its papers at that Consulate on the 19th December,
1844, as being bound to St. Thomas and Princes Islands, touching at the
ports of the coast of Africa; that these papers were, according to the esta-
blished practice, certified at the Consulate, and distinctly registered in the pro-
per book ; and that the correspondence attributed to the Vice-Consul cannot
be considered to have been written by him, as no registry of it exists at the
Consulate ; it being in his opinion more probably of the owner or consignee of
the vessel, as being addressed to the captain, and not of the Vice-Consul, who
cannot be responsible for the faults or negligences of captains.
'~ With respect to the alteration of the date to which your Lordship
alludes, referring to the despatch addressed to Lord Aberdeen by the British
Members of the Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, a copy of which accom-
panied your Lordship’s note, the Consul states that a similar alteration may
possibly not exist in the duplicate manifest, the original of which is customarily
sent under cover to the Director of Customs at the port of the vessel’s destina-
tion, and a faithful copy delivered to the captain to present, if requested by any
vessel of war : this is the practice with respect to all vessels sailing for ports in
the Portuguese dominions; and the Consul adds, that the manifest of the
« Esperanga,” a copy of which is hereby enclosed, is registered at the
Consulate. ‘ '

The Consul in question required of the Vice-Consul, Jozé Agoztinho de
Salles, information on the subject of the charge brought against him, which
he duly furnished in the letter, of which a copy is enclosed, addressed by him
to the Consul on the 22nd January last ; and the latter affirms that the Vice-
Consul is a highly respectable man, and one on whom no suspicion can justly
fall of connivance In matters of so delicate a nature as those treated of. .

From the report of the Consul, and the reasons brought forward by the
Vice-Consul, Her Majesty’s Government therefore consider that no motive
exists for a legal proceeding to be instituted against the Vice-Consul referred
to, unless positive evidence of his criminality should be adduced.

I renew, &c.
: (Signed) JOZE JOAQM. GOMES DE CASTRO.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford,
&e. &e.

- Enclosure 2 in No. 71.

Manifest of the “ Esperanca.”
(Translation.) - S

BRAZILIAN brig « Esperanga,” December 19, 1844, master, Jodo
Evangelista da Silva. Bound to Saint Thomas and Princes Islands, touching
at the ports of Africa. Crew, 13 men. Brazilian tons, 118. Proprietors, the
* Brazilian subjects, Antonio Gomes dos Santos and Co. of this city. Passen-
gers, 3. Cargo, 2003 bales of tobacco. 83 bales of goods. 5 boxes of goods.
71 pipes and 57 barrels of brandy, and various small parcels; all of which
cargo, calculated according to the table referring to 1844, already forwarded
through this Consulate, amounts in Brazilian money to reis 28,069 $000.

Cuass B.
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Enclosure 3 in No. 71.
The Portuguese Vice-Consul at Bahia to the Portuguese Consul.

(Translation.)
Sir, , Bakia, January 22, 1846,
I CONSIDER it my duty to lay before you an ingenuous report of what took
place with regard to the papers of the Brazilian brig ** Esperanca,” on the 19th
December, 1844, when I had the honour of filling the Consular office; seeing
that the Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone (considering that vessel a good
prize, as being implicated in the Slave Trade), or the agents of the British
Government, dared (pardon the expression) to make a complaint against the
Vice-Consul at Bahia, as was communicated to our Minister his Excellency
Senhor Joze Joaquim Gomes de Castro on the 4th September, 1845, by Lord
Howard de Walden. During the time I served in the Portuguese Consulate,
- after the death of the Consul Francisco Joze de Noronha Feital, it was my
system to make no alteration in the established system of business at the
Consulate, as carried on in conformity with the instructions of Her Most
Faithful Majesty’s Government then in force; as regards Portuguese vessels,
the captains and owners or consignees sign a declaration, and take the oath
that they will only engage in licit commerce ; and Brazilian vessels are furnished
with a manifest and bills of lading, placed under cover, and addressed to the
Directors of Customs at the Portuguese ports of destination. This practice
was followed with respect to the Brazilian brig « Esperanga ;” whereas the
circumstance of that vessel having sailed and left its papers behind, which were
subsequently forwarded by the consignee of the brig in the schooner “ Vivo,”
also captured, cannot in any way tell against the Consulate, or prove any ille-
gality ; for at the Consulate, vessels despatched for a certain port cannot be
prevented from altering their course at sea; in which case a vessel may be
considered a good prize. But let it not be said that any fault attaches to the
Consulate of Portugal, for such is not the case.

In the archives of the Consulate you will find the proof of my statement,
and of my proceeding with regard to the papers of the * Esperanca ;” and from
your long practice and better judgment in these matters, ought to be a compe-
tent judge of my conduct. I may have committed some faults, of which, how-
ever, L am ignorant; but I will never consent that they should be interpreted
in a manner derogatory to my character, or to the dignity of my Government.

As a private mdividual, I have a right to defend myself against any charge,
and if it be unjust, I ought to be excused if I use strong language in refutation ;
for I prize myself on being an honourable merchant, and not an illicit trader ;
but as a public functionary, I have even the right of demanding immediate
reparation for such an unjust complaint against the Consulate at Bahia, for it
falls equally on my Government. I hope for the good of the service of Her
Most Faithful Majesty, this affair will be cleared up by you as your judgment
may dictate, in order to bring it under the knowledge of his Excellency Senhor
Joze Joaquim Gomes de Castro.

(Signed) JOSE AGOSTINHO DE SALLES.
Hlimo. Snr. Joagm. Jozé da Costa Portugal,
Portuguese Consul.

No. 72.
The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

My Lord, Foreign Office, April 29, 1846.
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch dated the 28th of May,
1844, transmitting a copy of a report from General Bastos, then Governor of
the Cape de Verd Islands, in answer to charges brought against that officer with
respect to the protection said to be given by him and the authorities in those



PORTUGAL. 83

‘slands to slave-trading vessels; I transmit to you herewith a copy of a
despatch from Mr. Consul Rendall; dated the 9th of February last, commenting
upon the defence set up by the ex-Governor in his report above mentioned.
Your Lordship will communicate Mr. Rendall’s despatch to the Portuguese
Government.
I am, &c. ,
, (Signed) ABERDEEN.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B. o
‘ &e. &e.

. Enclosure in No. 72.
Consul Rendull to the Earl of Aberdeen, February 9, 1846.
[See No. 107, p. 123.] '

No. 73.
Lord Howard de Walden to the Earl of Aberdeen.

' Lisbon, May 10, 1846.
My Lord, ' (Received May 30.)

I HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of a note which, under your
Lordship’s instructions conveyed to me by your despatch of the 15th ultimo,
I addressed to Senhor Gomes de Castro, on the subject of the delays which
have taken place in carrying on the prosecutions which had been instituted
against certain parties in the Cape de Verds, who, from evidence taken on trials
before the Slave Trade Commissioners at Sierra Leonne, had been discovered
to be engaged in the Slave Trade. I add a copy of a note which I have re-
ceived from Senhor Gomes de Castro, informing me that he has forwarded my
representation to the Minister of Marine and Colonies, requesting him to take
such measures in this matter as the case required, and that he would duly
communicate to me the answer he should receive on the subject. =

I have also spoken to Senhor Gomes de Castro, complaining not only of the
unwillingness of the authorities in the Cape de Verds to obey the instructions
they receive from the Government, but of the reluctance and indisposition
manifested by his Excellency the Minister of Marine and Colonies, to accept or
admit the force of accusations against any one under him from a sort of false
esprit de corps. Senhor Gomes de Castro contended and assured me that this
was not the case; that no one was more zealous against the Slave Trade than
his colleague in question, Senhor Falcdo; that he was always ready and most
anxious to co-operate against that iniquitous traffic. I replied, that as far as
the personal tendency of Senhor Falcdo’s original opinions and acts, as emanat-
ing from himself, went, I did Senhor Falcdo full justice; but that I still main-
tained that, taking into consideration various circumstances, he was open to
the imputation of the weakness of a tendency in general to excuse those em-
ployed under his department against whom any charges might be brought by
British agents. ' ' :

Senhor Gomes de Castro naturally defended his colleague, but assured me
that he would talk the matter over specially with Senhor Falcio, with a view
to effect a remedy for whatever might be found to be wrong in the conduct of
the authorities complained of. : ,

, I have, &c. :
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN & SEAFORD.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. ;

§;c. &e. &ec.
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Enclosure 1 in No. 73.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to Senhor Gomes de Castro.

M. le Conseiller, | Lisbon, April 24, 1846.

I HAD the honour to address your Excellency, under date of the 31st
March, 1845, on the subject of the long-pending prosecutions which had been
instituted in the Cape de Verd Islands, under the orders of Her Most Faithful
Majesty’s Government, against certain parties who, from evidence taken on
trials before the Slave Trade Commissions at Sierra Leone, had been discovered
to be engaged in the Slave Trade. I duly transmitted to Her Majesty’s
Government a copy of the note which I received from your Excellency in
reply, in which your Excellency told me that you had called on the Minister of
Marine for information on this subject, and had requested that such steps might
be taken thereupon as the case required.

Her Majesty’s Government had hoped that this intimation would have
been followed up with effect ; but it appears from a despatch recently received
~ from Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Boa Vista, dated the 22nd October last,
that the question still remains in the same unsatisfactory state as when I had
the honour of addressing your Excellency on the subject; and that, notwith-
standing the repeated assurances which Her Majesty’s Government have re-
ceived from the Government of Portugal, that these prosecutions should be
carried on; and notwithstanding the repeated orders which have been sent
from Lisbon to the supreme authorities of the Cape de Verds, the Local Govern-
ment still obstinately refuse to bring the prosecutions to a conclusion.

Her Majesty’s Government do not presume to interpret the motives which

actuate the colonial authorities in thus disregarding the orders of Her Most
Faithful Majesty’s Government ; but I am instructed by the Earl of Aberdeen,
‘in addressing your Excellency on this subject, to remonstrate in the name of
Her Majesty’s Government against the continued delay that has been suffered
to take place in this matter. More than five years ago the Portuguese Govern-
ment pledged itself to bring the accused parties to trial ; nearly five years have
elapsed since the late Governor informed Her Majesty’s Consul at Boa Vista,
that he had already instituted legal proceedings: but notwithstanding this, and
the promises and assurances since so often repeated from time to time, the
matter remains to this day totally and wilfully neglected by the colonial
authorities. '

It has become the more incumbent on Her Majesty’s Government to press
this matter on the earnest attention of the Government of Her Most Faithful
Majesty, since it appears that the present Governor-General of the Cape de
Verds, following the example of his predecessor, refuses to entertain the ques-
tion on the representation of the British Consul; and that he even refuses to
reply to the enquiries which that functionary considered it to be his duty to
address to the Governor-General upon the subject.

I have therefore once move to appeal to the good faith of the Government
of Her Most Faithful Majesty, and to invoke your Excellency’s energetic inter-
vention, to cause such peremptory orders to be sent out to the Governor-
General of the Cape de Verd Islands, as may be requisite to bring these long-
protracted trials to a termination without further loss of time.

T avail, &ec.

- (Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN & SEAFORD.
His Excellency Sr. J. J. Gomes de Castro,
&c. &c.

Enclosure 2 in No. 783.

Senhor Gomes de Castro to Lord Howard de Walden and RSeaford.
(Translation.) ,
My Lord, : Toreign Office, Lisbon, May 1, 1846.

I THTS1d.ay communicate to the Minister of Marine your Lordship’s note
of the 24th ultimo, relative to the manner in which the Cape Verd authori-
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ties elude the orders which Her Majesty’s Government has sent to them, rela-
tive to the processes of vessels and persons implicated in the Slave Trade.
Having requested his Excellency to take such measures in this case as he might

think most proper, I will have the honour to make known to your Lordship his
Excellency’s reply.

I renew, &c. ' ,
, (Signed) JOZE JOAQM. GOMES DE CASTRO.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford,
‘ &e. - &
No. 74.

Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Lisbon, May 12, 1846.
My Lord, (Received May 30.)

I HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of an official report which has been
published in the “ Diario do Governo” of this date, indicating a spirit in the
proceedings of the Portuguese authorities in Africa, of great importance towards
the suppression of the Slave Trade. )

It has always been calculated by those who knew anything about the
African possessions of Portugal, and who were honest in the expressions of
their opinions, in opposition to those who advocated the Slave Trade, as a ne-
cessity, although an evil, either from ignorance or interested motives, that
transactions of barter with the tribes of the interior of Africa might be rendered
a most important and valuable source of wealth, as a substitute for the com-
merce in slaves by which so many have hitherto supported themselves.

It was well known that every disposition existed on the part of the natives
to trade, but that they were deterred from doing so in consequence of the fre-
quency with which the blacks, who were bearers of merchandize (burthens
being necessarily carried in that part of the country by human beings) were
fallen upon, seized, and sold to the slave-dealers. -

The success attending the re-establishment of this great fair of Mossuril
can hardly fail to be followed by the most extensive results, of the utmost
importance to the cause of humanity, as well as to the development of the
resources of commerce in Aftica. -

- I have, &ec. '
: (Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN & SEAFORD.

The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 74.
Eztract from the « Diario do Governo” of May 12, 1846.

(Translation.)

FROM official communications received from the Province of Mozambique,
under date the 29th December last, it appears that perfect tranquillity reigned
there, and also that the ancient fair of Mossuril had been re-established, to
which the chiefs of different tribes of those districts and thousands of the
people flocked, bringing a great quantity of ivory, manufactured articles, and

goats, all which they bartered for goods in demand amongst them as articles of
dress. This market, which appears to have been discontinued in consequence
of ill-treatment suffered in former times by the chiefs of these tribes, has been
renewed through the exertions of the Governor-General of the province ; and
it is to be hoped that the good reception given to these tribes, and the ready
sale of their merchandize, will induce them to return this year and speculate
more largely, from which great advantage will result to this province. ;

Two vessels had been captured at the islands of Cape Delgado, bearing
every indication of being intended for the Slave Trade. The Governor was
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going to inquire into the matter, as regarded the culpability of the local autho-
rities, in order to take such measures as he might consider proper.

'The brig “Villa Flor,” having arrived on the 23rd November at the Bay
of Pomba, where she fell in with Her Britannic Majesty’s brig « Mutine,” was
informed by this vessel that a pangaio was in that bay, with every appearance
of being about to receive a cargo of slaves. The commander of the  Villa
Flor” having ascertained this fact, endeavoured to capture the craft, but found
it run aground and abandoned. He then ordered it to be set fire to, as well as
some barracoons for slaves which existed in the vicinity, employing in this
operation a force from his brig, combined with an equal number of men which
the commander of the English brig placed at his disposal. On landing, they
sustained an active fire against about 400 or 500 Arabs and negroes armed,
who offered resistance, but subsequently dispersed and abandoned the place.

No. 75.

Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Lisbon, June 12, 1846,
My Lord, (Received June 26.)

I HAVE requested the Count de Lavradio’s serious attention to the pro-
secutions so long pending in the Cape de Verd Islands, the duration of which I
said I could not but ascribe to the constant disposition I had observed on the
part of the late Minister of Marine and Colonies, Senhor Falcfo, to protect the
Portuguese authorities against whom any charges connected with slave-trading,
might be advanced by any British agents.

Senhor Falcgo, although I believe sincerely anxious to co-operate honestly
for the extinction of the Slave Trade, appeared to receive all charges against
functionaries employed under him as compromising his own good faith, and
consequently he would not listen willingly to any such accusation, nor do
anything cordially to put the truth to a public test.

Count Lavradio assured me that he would take the earliest opportunity
to look into all matters connected with the Slave Trade, with a view to give
every impulse to the policy of entirely suppressing a commerce not. only
Intolerable in the sense of humanity, but ruinous to the Portuguese interests
in Africa. ‘

Count Lavradio has evinced real zeal for the abolition of the Slave Trade,
and his views on the subject are those of an enlightened statesman, as well as
a philanthropist.

I have, &c. , ,
(Signed) - HOWARD DE WALDEN & SEAFORD.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.

&e. &e. &e.

No. 76.

 The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Howard de Walden and Seqford.

My Lord, Foreign Office, June 27, 1846.

YOUR Lordship’s despatches, marked Slave Trade, up to that of the 12th
instant inclusive, have been received and laid before the Queen.

Her Majesty’s Government have been gratified to observe by the official
report published in the “Diario do Governo,” of which a copy is enclosed in
your despatch of the 12th ultimo, that the Governor-General of Mozambique,
amongst other measures, is exerting himself to revive and encourage legitimate
tra;lg in that part of Africa, with a view to supplant and repress the Slave
Trade. ' . '

Your Lordship will take a suitable opportunity of expressing to the Govern-
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ment of Portugal, how agreeable it is to Her Majesty’s Government to observe
these indications of the policy which the Portuguese Government and their
colonial authorities are pursuing in this humane cause.
I am, &c.
(Signed) ABERDEEN.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B. '
&e. &e.

No. 77.
The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

My Lord, ' Foreign Office, June 27, 1846.

I HAVE to acquaint your Lordship, that Her Majesty has been pleased to
appoint Keppel Robert Edward Foote, Esq., to be Arbitrator on the part Her
Majesty in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission established at Boa
Vista, Cape Verd Islands, under the Treaty of the 8rd of July, 1842, between
Great Britain and Portugal, for the suppression of the Slave Trade.

I have to instruct you to announce this appointment to the Portuguese
Government, and to state that Mr. Foote is about to proceed to his post.

Your Lordship will request that instructions may be issued to the Portu-
guese authorities of the Cape Verds, to acknowledge Mr. Foote in the above-
mentioned capacity, and to show him the courtesy and attention due to his
important station. ' :

I am, &c.
' : (Signed) ABERDEEN.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B.

&c. &e.

No.78.
The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Howard de Walden and Séafbrd.'

My Lord, , Foreign Office, June 30, 1846. -
I HEREWITH transmit to you, for communication to the Portuguese
Minister for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a letter received at this department from
the Admiralty, enclosing copies of a correspondence between the late Commodore
Jones, commanding Iler Majesty’s squadron on the west coast of Africa, and
the Governor-General of Angola, respecting the embarcation of slaves at Ambriz
and Palmarinhas. : : . R
: I am, &ec. - : '
(Signed) ABERDEEN.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B. ;
&c. &c.

Enclosure 1 in No. 78.
The Secretary to the Admiralty to the Hon. G. 8. Smythe.

Sir, : Admiralty, June 27, 1846.

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send
_ you herewith, for the information of the Earl of Aberdeen, copies of a corres-
pondence between the late Commodore Jones, commanding Her Majesty’s
squadron on the west coast of Africa, and the Governor-General of Angola,
respecting the embarkation of slaves at Ambri% and SIZalmarmhas.

am, &c. ‘
The Hon. G. 8. Smythe, (Signed) W. A. B. HAMILTON.

&c. &c.
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Enclosure 2 in No. 78.
Commodore Jones to the Governor-General of Angola.

: “ Penelope,” 8t. Paul de Loanda,
Most Excellent Sir, - February 16, 1846.

IT is with extreme concern that I submit to your Excellency’s consideration
the enclosed papers and extracts from reports addressed to me by officers of
the squadron under my orders. From these papers it appears, that on the
18th December a vessel was captured by Her Majesty’s ship ““ Cygnet,” under
Brazilian colours, which had on board 562 slaves, embarked at Palmarinhas;
and that on the 7th January the same sloop captured a brig, without papers or
colours, having on board 547 slaves, embarked at Ambriz, In communicating
these painful facts to your Excellency, I feel it to be my duty to recall very
respectfully to your recollection, the understanding which I had the honour to
. come to with you in our last interview, “ that the Portuguese squadron would
undertake the effectual watching of the coast, with a view to the prevention of
Slave Trade along that portion of your Government included between Ambriz
and Cape Ledo.” With the most implicit reliance on the efficiency of your
Excellency’s measures, I have, in distinct reference to the above-mentioned
understanding, withdrawn the attention of the British cruizers from the district
described, although I was well aware of the extent of slave-trading interests
within its limits. I should thus not have become acquainted with the serious
degree to which the vigilance of the Portuguese squadron had been evaded, but
for the accidental meeting of the “Cygnet” with the slave-vessels, after they
had successfully escaped to a distance from the coast.

Permit me to assure your Excellency, that I submit to you this communi-
cation with undiminished reliance on the zeal and good faith which have
reflected so much honour in your own personal exertions, and able administra-
tive measures in the sacred cause in which your illustrious Government is allied
with my own. I very recently took occaston to report my high opinion of the
probable good effect which would attend the vigorous proceedings of your
Excellency in the suppression of the barracoons; and this suggests the only
observation which I shall permit myself to offer, with great respect, to your
consideration, upon the distressing facts which I have now' laid before you. I
cannot but suppose that your confidence must have been betrayed to admit of
two such considerable embarkations of slaves, one of them within the imme-
diate vicinity of your seat of Government. Or rather I would beg leave
earnestly to press on your attention, the great inconsistency of assemblages of:
slaves for exportation being permitted, either in barracoons or other buildings,
within the Immediate observation of the authorities of a Power pledged, as
Portugal is, to the effectual suppression of the enormous evil which is thus
virtually countenanced and encouraged. While this anomaly .is suffered to
exist, your Excellency is well aware, that no degree of vigilance on the part of
ships or vessels, can effectually prevent at least occasional evasion to a greater
or less amount. I refrain from troubling your Excellency with any further
observations, and gladly turn to the more grateful task of offering you my
sincere congratulations on the honour derived by you and the officers serving
under your orders, from the well-earned approbation of your august Sove-
reign, as appears from the accompanying papers sent to me by the British
Government.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) W. JONES, Commodore, &c.
His Excellency P. A. da Cunha, '
' . &e.
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Enclosure 3 in No. 78.

Captain Mansel to Commodore Jones.

Sir, “Acteon,” off Cabenda, February 9, 1846.

I THIS day received the accompanying letter from Commander Layton,
and I beg leave to call your attention to the circumstances therein mentioned,
that both the “ Cygnet’s” prizes had taken in their slaves at places within the
limits of the coast which the Portuguese had undertaken to guard.

I am, &c.
Commodore Jones, (Signed) GEORGE MANSEL, Captain.

&e. &e.

Enclosure 4 in No. 78.
Commander Layton to Captain Mansel.

“ Cygnet,” at Sea, latitude 11° 57° 8., longitude
Sir, 3° 49’ E., January 20, 1846. :

I BEG to report to you, that on the 18th of December, two days after I
left you off Benguela, on my passage to St. Helena, I sighted, and after a twelve
hours’ chase, captured the Brazilian brigantine “ Quatro de Margo,” three days
from Palmarinhas, bound to Bahia, having on board 562 slaves. I sent her to
St. Helena, having ascertained that slaves and slave-vessels are now allowed to
go there for adjudication. This vessel arrived there on the 26th of December,
and the “ Cygnet” on the afternoon of the previous day.

After giving my crew leave on shore, completing the provisions and water,
and received on board two prize-crews of the “ Star,” and one of the
“ Prometheus,” I proceeded to sea on the 2nd of January; on the 7th of that
month, at 1 p.m., in latitude 10° 40" south, longitude 2° 30" east, I fell in with,
‘and, after a four hours’ chase, captured a brig, without papers, colours, or name,
having on board 547 slaves, bound to any part of the coast of Brazil they could
find the best market from Ambriz. ’

Having only one lieutenant, and the master away on prize duty, I was obliged
to send this officer to take charge of her, and being thus left without an execu-
tive officer on board, and four prize-crews away, I considered it for the good of
the service to return to St. Helena with this vessel (being so short a distance
from it), to enable me to get my lieutenant and his crew back to the ship, which
I did in forty-eight hours after my arrival there. ;

During my short absence from St. Helena, one of your prizes arrived in charge
of Mr. Lowe, second master of the “ Acteon,” and two from the “ Prometheus.”
I took them all onboard to rejoin their ships, with the exception of Mr. Lowe,
who represented to me that it was necessary for him to remain for the condem-
nation of the vessel. I left St. Helena for the second time on the 13th of
January, and hope to resume my station in a very few days.

25th January.—1 have this day communicated with the «Star,” in latitude
12° 13’ south, longitude 12° 11" east, and sent her three officers and eleven men
on board, and then bore up for Loanda, in obedience to your directions, and to
obtain your further orders. I arrived at this port on the afternoon of the 27th
instant, and beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your orders dated the 24th
of December, and in compliance therewith left St. Paul de Loanda on the
following morning, in pursuit of the “ Star.” ,

I joined the “Star” in the evening of the 1st of February, and delivered
your letter to Commander Dunlop, and discharged to- her, 1 prize-officer, 2
crews, and 3 stragglers belonging to the “Acteeon,” and 3 prize-officers, 4 crews,
belonging to the “ Prometheus,” for a passage to their respective ships.

‘ In obedience to instructions from Commodore Jones, contained in General
"Memorandum dated the 12th of August, 1844, T had, previously to receiving
your directions, sent my returns up to the 31st of December, 1845, from St.
Helena to Ascension. The documents now required I have sent by Commander

Dunlop to you. : I have, &c. -
Captain Mansel, (Signed) - H. LAYTON, Commander
&c. &e.

Crass B.
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Enclosure 5 in No. 78.
The Governor-General of Angola to Commodore Jones.

(Translation.) Palace of Government in Loanda,
Sir, February 17, 1846.

I HAVE received your letter dated yesterday, from on I:Joard the “Penelope,”
at Loanda, enclosing two extracts of reports from your subordinate officers,
relative to two captures made by the brig “ Cygnet,” belonging to the squadron
under your command ; the first on the 18th of last Decer:nber, with 562 slaves
on hoard, said to have been embarked at Point Palmarinhas, near this city ; the
other on the 7th of January, with 547 slaves on board, which were stated to
have been embarked at Ambriz; and upon which events you have very jadi-
ciously commented, if the fact is correct that the prizes in question succeeded
in getting away from the points which they have declared, when captured, but
which you must permit me to doubt; for in the first place it seems to me
impossible, when I assure you that no slave trade embarkation has taken place
from Palmarinhas, which is situated in this immediate vicinity, since I have held
this government ; and I am persuaded that such information obtained from these
interested evaders of the law is not only incorrect, but that it has been deli-
berately and designedly spread with the intention of leading astray the cruizers,
rendering useless your forces, and escaping pursuit, and at the same time of
calumniating the authorities whose duty it was to have prevented it ; in all these
points they had evidently an object in view.

With respect to the prize which is said to have left “Ambriz,” the
audacity of the act is decidedly opposed to the probability of this assertion;
and it seems to me that under the same circumstances as the other, it is a false
declaration of the prisoners, and made for the same purpose.

It is notorious that, for some months, the dealers of slaves have gradually
concentrated in the neighbourhood of Ambriz, but I hope that on that part of
the coast, they are as certain of being watched as in the vicinity of this/ capital,
which has the reputation of being comparatively more secure from their efforts.
I have observed lately considerable activity, and I enterfain doubts that the
before-mentioned prize effected her shipment of slaves at Ambriz, or in its
vicinity, where the Portuguese cruizers are assembled, and whose activity and
zeal 1 have no reason to suppose diminished.

The Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty has firmly decided to use
all its efforts for abolishing at once the flagititious Traffic in Slaves from its pos-
sessions, and I have determined to request more forces for this station; in the
meantime it is my intention to send a cruizer to reinforce those off Ambriz,
until the slave-dealers abandon that quarter, or until she is required off other
parts of the coast. ‘

So if you judge it practicable to spare two of the vessels under your
orders, for more efficiently watching Ambriz and the coast to the north, which
part has for some time been much troubled with slavers, we shall obtain our end
quicker, and that is what I so much desire. ]

It is possible, as you observe, that in some cases my confidence may have
been betrayed, but in the two cases in question I am sure, from what I have
seen, that it is not possible; and I assure you that all those who do so shall not
escape with impunity, when the fact is duly brought to my knowledge.

In reference to your observations, in which I concur with you, as to the
inefficiency of the cruizers in finally suppressing Slave Trade, so long as as-
semblages of slaves for exportation, or depéts for such purpose are permitted on
the coast, either in barracoons or other buildings, and which 1 must say is in
direct opposition to the service and cause in which we are engaged ; if any
one informs me of the existence of depots for slaves, or barracoons, on the
coasts of Government, when I am satisfied of the facts, and that they actually
exist in accessible places, I will take care to have them destroyed ; and I have
given orders to that effect in all the places in this province.

I must not forget to express my sincere gratitude at receiving the four
popies of documents which you did me the honour to send me, also referred to
n your official despatch, which were directed to you by the British Admiralty,
which convinces me of the important part taken by you to bring to the notice
of the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, my poor services, and those of
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my subordinates, in doing the duty incumbent upon us, in exterminating the
Traffic in Slaves upon the coast, in which service we are both employed ; and
moreover, the interest which my Most Faithful and Most August Sovereign
takes in the happy result of this difficult enterprise is shown by the fourth of
those papers, in which appears an order from the Minister of Marine and Foreigh
Affairs, dated 14th June, 1845, by which Her Majesty honours us by acknow-
ledging our services in our captures, and promises promotion and rewards to
those who distinguish themselves the most; and we have already been incited
by the encouraging and kind favour of our Sovereign to redouble our zeal and
exertions.

I have now to thank you for the flattering expressions which you have
addressed to me in your despatch, and I trust in the certainty of the continuation
of your esteem and good opinion, which I so much prize.

God preserve you. ' ;
Commodore Wiiliam Jones, (Signed) P. A. CUNHA, G.G.

&ec. &e.

Enclosure 6 in No. 78.
Commodore Jones to the Governor-General of Angola.

¢ Penelope,” at St. Paul de Loanda,
Most Excellent Sir, February 18, 1846.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this
date, and to express my full concurrence in all the opinions and sentiments
therein stated. ; ‘ ;

I shall immediately endeavour to make the arrangements which your Ex-
cellency suggests, for stationing two additional British cruizers off Ambriz ; and
I will call the attention of his Excellency the French Admiral, who is now act-
ing under the Convention recently concluded between France and Great Britain,
to your Excellency’s statement, as to the increased activity of the Slave Trade in
the vicinity of Ambriz, in the hope that it may consist with his Excellency’s
arrangements to direct the particular attention of some portion of his squadron
stationed on this coast to that quarter.

With reference to the list of seizures made by the British squadron, which
I had the honour to submit to your Excellency, may I-request you to favour
me with a corresponding list of those detained by the Portuguese squadron
during the same period, that I may have the satisfaction of submitting it to my
Government, which takes a lively interest in the success of your Excellency’s
proceedings. ' ‘

I have, &c.
His Excellency P. A. da Cunha, (Signed) ~'W. JONES, Commodore, &c.

&c. | &e.

No. 79.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

My Lord, Foreign Office, July 16, 1846.

I' TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s
Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope, dated the 24th of April last, toge-
gether with copies of its enclosures, relative to the departure for Portugal of
Dr. Moniz, their Portuguese colleague, who had been elected Deputy to the

- Cortes for the Islands of Madeira and Porto Santo. . :

Her Majesty’s Government observe with much satisfaction the honourable
testimony which Her Majesty’s Commissioners bear to the character and con-
duct of Dr. Moniz, both in his public capacity, in carrying out the engagements
of Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and in his general inter-
course with the British Members of the Mixed Commission.

Your Lordship will communicate the enclosed papers to the Portuguese
Government, who will no doubt participate in the satisfaction which Her
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Majesty’s Government feel at the unanimity and cordiality which has existed
amongst the Members of the Commission, and which has so greatly facilitated
the performance of these public duties.

Until a successor to Dr. Moniz is appointed, the duties of his office, it
appears, will devolve upon the Chevalier Alfredo Duprat, the Portuguese Arbi-
trator, of whom Her Majesty’s Commissioners also speak in terms of cordiality

and confidence.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B. v

&e. &c. ge.

Enclosure in No. 79.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope to the Earl of Aberdeen
April 24, 1846. ;

[See Class A, No. 120, p. 208.]

No. 80.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

My Lord, Foreign Office, August 13, 1846.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copy of a despatch dated the 1st of May
last, from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at St. Paul de Loanda, respecting the
mode at present adopted for disposing of slave-vessels captured by Portuguese
cruizers, and confiscated by the tribunal established in that city for the adjudi-
dication of seizures made in conformity with the decree of Her Most Faithful
Majesty, dated the 10th of December, 1836. :

It appears from the Commissioners’ report, that these slave-vessels are
sometimes furnished with various articles of slave equipment, and that after
sentence of condemnation has been passed upon the vessels, their slave pro-
visions, water, and, as the Commissioners believe, the other moveable articles of
their equipment, are taken out in order to be sold separately ; and that the
vessels themselves, which are generally of a class and description peculiarly
adapted to the purposes of Slave Trade, are sold, with all their rigging, stores,
and furniture complete, and in a perfectly seaworthy state; by which means
these vessels after condemnation pass almost immediately into the hands of
slave-dealers to be again employed in their iniquitous trade.

Her Majesty’s Government, depending upon the good faith and earnest-
ness with which the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty are acting in
the suppression of the Slave Trace, feel confident that upon your representing
to the Portuguese Government the evil consequences which result from the
mode which has been adopted at Loanda for disposing of condemned vessels, no
time will be lost in adopting an effectual remedy, by ordering that the con-
demned vessels shall be entirely broken up, and shall be sold in separate parts,
so divided as not to be capable of being easily put together again.

Your Lordship will, therefore, address a note to the Portuguese Minister
for Foreign Affairs, in which you will urge this matter upon his atten-
tion, and you will suggest as the only means of giving full and complete
effect to the declared intention of the decree of Her Most Faithful Majesty,
before referred to, that orders should be issued to cause all vessels con-
demned 'under that decree, together with their slave-fittings, to be broken up
and entirely demolished ; in the same manner as is done in the case of vessels
condemned by the Mixed Commission Courts under the provisions of the
Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal.

I am, &c.
' (Signed) PALMERSTON.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B.

c. &e. &e.
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Enclosure in No. 80.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda to the Earl of Aberdeen, May 1, 1846.
[See Class A, No. 170, p. 808.]

No. 81.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to Viscount Palmerston.

Lisbon, August 12, 1846.
My Lord, (Received August 28.)

WITH reference to the Earl of Aberdeen’s despatch, marked Slave Trade,
of the 80th June last, on the subject of the embarkation of slaves at Ambriz
and Palmerinhas, on the west coast of Africa, I have the honour to enclose a
copy of a note which Count de Lavradio has addressed to me, in reply to my
communication to him on the subject, in which his Excellency states, that he
learns, from the correspondence of the (Governor-General of Angola, that the
actual shipment of slaves at Ambriz had not been proved, and that, on the
other hand, it appears certain that none had been embarked at Palmerinhas,
while every measure had already been taken by the Governor-General of
Angola, in furtherance of the orders of Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Govern-
ment, to have all the slave-barracoons at Ambriz destroyed.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN AND SEAFORD.
- The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&ec. &c. &e.

Enclosure in No. 81.

The Count de Lavradio io Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

(Translation.)
My Lord, Foreign Office, Lisbon, August 10, 1846,

IN addition to my note of the 1st instant, and in definitive reply to yours
of the 16th ultimo, in which your Lordship transmitted to me copies of the
correspondence which took place between the Commander of Her Britannic
Majesty’s squadron on the west coast of Africa, and the Governor-General of
Angola, relative to two prize slave-vessels which that commander stated to
have embarked slaves at Palmerinhas and Ambriz, I have the honour to
acquaint your Lordship, that having communicated the above correspondence
to the Minister of Marine, his Excellency answered me on the 6th instant, that
from the official communications received at that department from the Governor-
General of Angola, it appears that it is not demonstrated that slaves were
actually embarked at the above points, and that on the contrary it appears
certain that such embarkation did not take place at Palmerinhas, while the
Governor-General in question had taken every measure at his disposal for the
destruction of the barracoons and other objects destined for embarking slaves
at Ambriz, by which proceeding he complies strictly with the orders which Her
Majesty’s Government has transmitted to him on the subject.

I renew, &e.
‘ (Signed) CONDE DE LAVRADIO.

Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B. ,

&e. &e..

- No. 82. -
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

My Lord, ' ‘ " Foreign Office, August 31, 1846.

I HEREWITH transmit to your Lordship a copy of a despatch from
Captain Mansel, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Acteon,” the officer in command of
Her Majesty’s squadron on the west coast of Africa, bearing testimony to the
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zeal displayed, and to the exertions made, in the suppression of the Slave Trade,
by the Governor-General of Angola, and by the Portuguese squadron on that
coast.

Her Majesty’s Government have great satisfaction in instructing you to
communicate the enclosed papers to the Portugnese Government, and to express
to them how gratifying the statements which they contain have proved to Her
Majesty’s Government. I am &ec.

(Signed) PALMERSTON.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B.

&e. &e.

Enclosure 1 in No. 82.
Captain Mansel to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, “ Acteon,” Ascension, July 3, 1846.

IN enclosing the copy of a letter addressed by me to the Governor-General
“of Angola, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, I
feel myself impelled to bear testimony to the very cordial zeal and exerfion
manifested on all occasions by that functionary for the suppression of the Slave
Trade, not only by the vigilance of his squadron, but also in the material
assistance he has, in more than one instance, afforded to our cruizers.

As a proof that the Portuguese are in earnest, I transeribe an extract from
a letter of Commander Ussher, of the “ Wasp,” who writes respecting a corvette
of that nation, « Relampago,” “he had captured on the 10th and 11th of April
the Brazilian brigantine ¢ Lealdade,” and ¢ Espirito Santo,’ equipped for the Slave
Trade.” I have, &ec.

(Signed) GEORGE MANSEL, Captain.

The Secretary of the Admiralty.

Enclosure 2 in No. 82.
Captain Mansel to the Governor-General of Angola.

Sir, ¢ Acteon,” Ascension, July 3, 1846.

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency, that in consequence of the
departure to England of Commodore Jones, the temporary command of the
station of the west coast of Africa, has devolved on me. I shall cheerfully
endeavour to vie with your Excellency’s well known zeal, in the accomplishment
of the common object we have in view, the suppression of the Slave Trade, and
shall always be happy to receive any information or suggestion, tending to the
furtherance of our purpose. I beg you will accept the assurance of the high
consideration with which L bhave, &ec.

(Signed) GEO. MANSEL.
His Excellency the Governor-General of Angola.

No. 83.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to Viscount Palmerston.

Lisbon, August 24, 18486,
My Lord, : (Received September 7.)
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of a note which, under
your Lordship’s instructions, I addressed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Her Most Faithful Majesty, and of the answer which I have received from his
Excellency relative to the high testimony borne by Her Majesty’s Slave Trade
Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope, under the Treaty of 1842 with Por-
tugal, to the character of their Portuguese colleague, Dr. Lourengo Jozé
Moniz, ou the occasion of that gentleman’s departure for Portugal.
I have, &ec.
(Signed) ~ HOWARD DE WALDEN AND SEAFORD.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
§e. &e. . '
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Enclosure 1 in No. 83.

Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the Count de Lavradio.

M. le Comte, Lisbon, July 25, 1846.

HER Majesty’s Government has received from the British Commissioners
at the Cape of Good Hope a despatch, dated the 24th April last, relative to the
-departure for Portugal of Dr. Moniz, their Portuguese colleague, who had been
elected Deputy to the Cortes for the Islands of Madeira and Porto Santo.

Her Majesty’s Government observe with much satisfaction the honourable
testimony which Her Majesty’s Commissioners bear to the character and con-
duct of Dr. Moniz, both in his public capacity in carrying out the engagements
of Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and in his general inter-
course with the British Members of the Mixed Commission. ,

I am instructed to communicate the enclosed papers to the Government of
Her Most Faithful Majesty, who will no doubt participate in the satisfaction
which Her Majesty’s Government feel at the unanimity and cordiality which has
existed amongst the Members of the Commission, and which has so greatly faci-
litated the performance of their public duties. '

Until a successor to Dr. Moniz is appointed, the duties of his office, it
appears, will devolve upon the Chevalier Alfredo Duprat, the Portuguese Arbi-
trator, of whom Her Majesty’s Commissioners also speak in terms of cordiality
and confidence.

I avail, &e.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN AND SEAFORD.
His Excellency the Count de Lavradio,

&c. &c.

Enclosure 2 in No. 83.

The Count de Lavradio to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.
(Translation.) _
My Lord, Foreign Office, Lisbon, August 22, 1846.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s note of
the 25th ultimo, and of the documents referred to therein. ‘

Her Majesty’s Government felt highly gratified at the flattering expressions
which your Lordship addressed to it in the name of your Government, on the
harmony and good feeling subsisting between the Portuguese and British
Members of the Mixed Commission established at the Cape of Good Hope ; and
as a proof of the satisfaction which this information has caused to Her Majesty
and to her Government, Her Majesty has been pleased to command that the
Counsellor Lourengo Jozé Moniz shall return to the said Commission so soon
as his term of leave shall expire, which Her Majesty was pleased to grant him,
to reside for some time in BEurope.

I avail, &ec.

(Signed) CONDE DE LAVRADIO.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B.
&e. &c.
No. 84.

Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston.

(Translation.) ’ London, September 22, 1846.
My Lord, : (Received September 22.)

THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of
Her Most Faithful Majesty to Her Britannic Majesty, in compliance with orders
from his Government, has the honour to state to the Right Honourable
Viscount Palmerston, Her Britannic Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, that the Portuguese patacho (brig) “ Andorinha,” proceeding
from the Isle of St. Thomas to the Port of Loanda, in the Province of Angola,
being on the 7th of May last at anchor in the Port of Annobon, was examined
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by the commander of the “Hecate,” a war-steamer of the British navy, who, on
having had presented to him, as he demanded, the ship’s papers, opened the
respective manifest, which was sealed with the seal of the Royal Portuguese
Arms, and addressed by the Administrator of the Custom-house of the said
Isle of St. Thomas to the Administrator of the Custom-house of Loanda, for
all that he, the commander, had previously taken cognizance of the duplicate
of that manifest, which was open, & proceeding proved by the correspondence in
the enclosed copies, among which is also the necessary protest of the master of
the patacho in question. ‘ :

The Undersigned, confident that his Lordship will acknowledge that the
proceeding of the commander of the steamer “ Hecate ” is very extraordinary,
he having dared to break open the Royal seals, under whose safeguard were the
official documents of a foreign nation, in the name and in favour of his
Government, demands from the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, not
only complete satisfaction for such a proceeding, but that it will take the
most efficacious measures for preventing hereafter the recurrence of suc
excesses. -

Being persuaded that so just a claim will be duly attended to by the
Government of Her Britannic Majesty, it only remains for the Undersigned to
avail himself, &c. '

(Signed) BARON DE TORRE DE MONCORYVO.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. :

&c. &e. &e.

Enclosure 1 in No. 84,

The Master of the “ Andorinha” to the Secretary of the Government of Loanda.
(Translation.) ‘
Most illustrious Sir, City of St. Paul de Loanda, May 26, 1846.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on my voyage from the Isle of St.
Thomas to this city in the Portuguese patacho “ Andorinka,” of Princes Island,
and having to touch at the Isle of Annobon, where I was at anchor on the 7th
of this month, I was overhauled by the “Hecate,” Her Britannic Majesty’s
war-steamer ; and one of her officers having come on board the patacho, whose
master I am, made me accompany him in his boat, with all the ship’s papers, to
the steamer “Hecate.” I presented to her commander the ship’s papers,
among which was also the manifest, open;-and a copy of the same in a closed
cover, sealed with the Royal Arms, and addressed by the authority of the
Custom-house of the Isle of St. Thomas to those of this province. The com-
mander of the steamer, not satisfied with the open manifest which I had
presented to him, broke open the closed packet containing the copy of the
manifest, against which proceeding, the moment that I had returned on board,
I drew up the protest, of which I enclose a copy, requesting that you, Sir, will
bring this occurrence under the notice of his Excellency the Governor-General
of this province, for such further steps as may be deemed requisite.

God preserve you, Sir. '

(Signed) CHRISTOVAO XAVIER VELLOZO.
Sr. Jodo de Roberedo, '

&c. - &e.

Enclosure 2 in No. 84.

(Translation.) Protest of the Master of the “ Andorinha.”

I, THE Undersigned, protest, as Master of the patacho “ Andorinka,”
belonging to the fortress of Princes Island, against the Commander of the
steamer of war of Her Britannic Majesty « Hecate,” for having broke open the
sealed-up manifest of the cargo of the said patacho, on board the steamer in
question, to-day, in the Isle of Annobon, when I had been carried on board
by her boat, he saying that he did so for the purpose of verifying the sealed-up
manifest by that which I brought open, being a copy of the former; against

which proceeding, immediately after I got on board, I made out, with the
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knowledge and privity of my erew, the present deed of protest, which I sign,
on board the patacho “ Andorinka,” lying at anchor off the Isle of Annobon,
the 7th May, 1846.

(Bigned) CHRISTOVAO XAVIER VELLOZO.

Enclosure 3 in No. 84.

The Governor-General of Angola to the Minister of Marine.
(Translation.)
Most illustrious and most excellent Sir, Loanda, June 1, 1846.

I ENCLOSE to your Excellency the copy of a return dated the 26th May
last, and drawn up by the Master of the Portuguese patacho “ Andorinha,” of St.
Thomas and Princes Islands for the violence he experienced from the Com-
mander of the English steamer “ Hecate,” in breaking open the manifest of the
cargo which the said master produced closed and sealed up with the seal of the
Royal Arms, and which was addressed to the administrator of the custom-house of
this city, by the Administrator of 8t. Thomas. This proceeding of the English
commander appears to me extraordinary, and I cannot discover what necessity
there existed for it, towards giving complete execution to the Treaty of the
3rd July, 1842; I therefore call your Excellency’s attention to the subject matter
of this letter, that your Excellency may be pleased to take it mto the conside-
ration which it deserves. '

God preserve your Excellency. -
(Signed) - P. A. DA CUNHA,

' : Governor-General.
The Minister of State for the Affairs of the Navy.

- No.8s. .
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

My Lord, : _ Foreign Office, September 26, 1846.

I HAVE to refer you to Article IT of the Convention of the 28th of July,
1817, additional to the Treaty of the 22nd of January, 1815, between Great
Britain and Portugal, for the prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves.

By that Article, His Most Faithful Majesty reserved to his subjects the
right, under certain conditions, of carrying on Slave Trade on certain parts
both of the east and west coast of Africa.: - :

With respect to those parts of the West Coast where Slave Trade was to
remain lawful, your Lordship will perceive that they are classed under two
heads ; the first, described as territories possessed by the Crown of Portugal,
from the 8th to the 18th degree of south latitude; the second, as territories
over which His Most Faithful Majesty has declared that he maintained his
rights, namely, the territories of Molembo  and Cabenda, from the 5th degree
12 minutes of south latitude down to the 8th degree of south latitude.

- It appears, therefore, that while the right of Portugal to exclusive
sovereignty and jurisdiction, from the 8th to the 18th degree of south latitude,
was fully recognized by the British Government, her right from the 5th degree
12 minutes down to the 8th degree of south latitude was not so recognized.

Your Lordship is aware that the Portuguese Government, acting in cordial
co-operation with that of Her Majesty in the suppression of Slave Trade, under
the Treaty of 1842, have employed cruizers on the west coast of Africa, and
have established, by Royal Decree of September 14th, 1844, a Tribunal at
Loanda, for the adjudication of vessels captured within Portuguese jurisdiction,
and which are found engaged in Slave Trade. L

Accordingly, in the month of February last, one of these cruizers, the
Portuguese corvette “ Uranea,” captured, about 25 miles north of Ambriz,
(that is to say, 25 miles north of the 8th degree of south latitude, and 25 miles
north of the point up to which the Portuguese dominion was recognized by the
Convention of 1817,) a Brazilian vessel, fully equipped for Slave Trade; and
this vessel, on being taken for adjudication before the Portuguese Court at
Loanda, was declared a good and lawful prize, on the ground of having been

Crass B.
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engaged in Slave Trade within Portuguese jurisdiction, contrary to the muni-
cipal law of Portugal.

Her Majesty’s Government have become acquainted with these facts, by
reports from the British Commissioners in the Mixed Court at Loanda, and
from the Admiralty, copies of which papers I enclose for your Lordship’s
information.

Your Lordship will perceive that an opinion is expressed in these papers,
that a judgment, similar to that given in the case of the prize to the « Uranea,”
would, no doubt, be delivered in the case of any vessel, apparently a slaver,
captured off any part of the coast from Molembo in 5° 12’ south down to
Ambriz in 8° south (Molembo being the extreme northern point of the Portu-
guese claim to sovereignty not recognized by Great Britain, Ambriz being the
extreme northern point of the Portuguese claim to sovereignty recognized by
Great Britain), and that an apprehension is expressed lest an enforcement by
Portugal of sovereign rights over this territory would “much interfere with
the intercourse of British merchants with the natives.”

Her Majesty’s Government are not wholly without apprehension that, if
-allowed to pass without notice, this sentence of the Portuguese Court at Loanda,
which involves a claim of exclusive territorial possession, might prejudice the
right, which it is important in the interests of commerce for Her Majesty’s
Government to maintain, to unrestricted intercourse with that part of the west
coast of Africa which lies between the 5th degree 12 minutes of south latitude
and the 8th degree of south latitude.

I have accordingly to instruct your Lordship, in expressing to the Portu-
guese Government the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Government at receiving
this renewed proof of the diligence of the Portuguese Authorities in the suppres-
sion of the Slave Trade, to state that Her Majesty’s Government does not
admit the claim to a right of sovereignty from 5° 12’ to 8° south latitude set
up by Portugal, and would not permit a British vessel, captured off that part of
the West Coast, on suspicion of Slave Trade, by a Portuguese cruizer, to be
adjudicated by any Portuguese Court, but would require that she should be
dealt with according to the stipulations of the Treaty of 1842.

I am, &ec. '
(Signed) PALMERSTON,
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B. ,
&e. &e.

Enclosure 1 in No. 85. ‘
Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda to the Earl of Aberdeen, March 25, 18486.
[ See Class A, No. 164, p. 203.]

Enclosure 2 in No. 85.
The Secretary to the Admiralty to the Hon. G. 8. Smythe.

Sir, Admiralty, July 6, 1846.

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to
transmit to you herewith, for the information of the Earl of Aberdeen, copy
of a letter dated the 28th February last, addressed by Her Majesty’s Consul in
Angola, to the late Commodore Jones, relative to the capture of a Brazilian
brigantine, the « Bo@ Unido,” by a Portuguese cruizer, beyond the limits of the
Portuguese water ; and also an extract of a letter from Commander Bosanquet,
of Her Majesty’s sloop « Alert,” reporting another case of a similar nature, and
in which the vessel so detained has been condemned.

I have, &c. :
The IISc;n. G. S. Smythe, (Signed) W. A. B. HAMILTON.
C. - &e. :
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Enclosure 3 in No. 85.

Vice-Consul Brand to Commodore Jones.

Sir, ~ St. Paul de Loanda, Febmafy 28, 1846.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that, on the 17th instant, Her Most
- Faithful Majesty’s corvette ¢ Uranea,” captured on the coast in the vicinity of
Ambriz the Brazilian brigantine « Bo& Unido,” complete in her equipment for
receiving a cargo of slaves, having on board a slave-deck, slave-coppers, up-
wards of 3000 gallons of water, and casks for at least 1000 gallons more, and
a corresponding quantity of provisions. v

All these articles of equipment are formally entered in the manifest; and
it appears that the brigantine cleared out from Rio Janeiro under the pretence
of proceeding to Ambriz for a cargo of wax for the Island of St. Michael,
one of the Azores, and afterwards taking emigrants from the place, for the use
and accommodation of whom, it is alleged, her equipment was necessary.

This vessel is now being adjudged by the Portuguese Tribunal of Prizes in
this city, established under the Decree of the 14th September, 1844, for the
trial of all vessels, except English and Portuguese, found engaged in the Slave
Trade on the coast of the Portuguese dominions of Western and Eastern
Africa; and the legality or illegality of this capture, therefore, involves the
irﬁportaln; question of the extent of the Portuguese possessions in this part of
the world.

, I have, &ec.
Commodore Jones, - (Signed) G. BRAND,
&e. &e. ‘ British Vice-Consul in Angola.

March 11, 1846.
P. 8.—1 open this letter to inform you that the “Bo& Unido” bas been
condemned this day.

Enclosure 4 in No. 85.
Extract of a Letter from Commander Bosanquet of Her Majesty’s ship « Alert.”

DURING my stay at Loanda, a judgment was given by the Supreme
Court at that place, which may be of considerable importance to mercantile
interests, and also with respect to the abolition of the Slave Trade.

A Brazilian schooner, fully equipped for the Slave Trade (but baving all
the proper documents from the authorities at Rio de Janeiro, showing her to
be intended to carry emigrants from the Western Island to the Brazils), was
captured by one of the Portuguese schooners off Ambrizette, about 26 miles
‘to the north of Ambriz, and consequently to the northward of any place that
has hitherto been proved to be Portuguese territory. The Supreme Judge
liberated her on the plea that she had not been found in Portuguese waters, his
two colleagues declaring for her condemnation, and she was condemned accord-
ingly. His Excellency the Governor, though a Member of the Court, had no
vote, but he fully concurred in the legality of the judgment.

This point having been decided in favour of the Portuguese right of
territory, I think there can be no doubt that a similar judgment will be given
in the case of any vessel captured off, or to the southward of Molembo; and .
should the Portuguese authority be fully established to that limit, I think it
probable that hereafter it may interfere with the intercourse of our merchants
with the natives. :
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No. 86.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

My Lord, ' Foreign Office, September 26, 18486.

I HAVE to refer your Lordship to the correspondence which passed
between yourself and my predecessor in the year 1843, as marked in the
margin® of this despatch, respecting the mode in which Article XII of the Treaty
of the 3rd July, 1842, for the suppression of the Slave Trade, might best be
carried into effect. That Article stipulates, that “when any vessel shall have
been declared good prize by one of the Mixed Commissions, the captain, pilot,
crew, and passengers found on board the said vessel shall be immediately
placed at the disposal of the Government of the country under whose flag the
said vessel was navigating at the time of her capture, to be tried and punished
according to the laws of that country,” &e.

Senhor Gomes de Castro, in his note to you of the 9th of October, 1843,
~ declined, for the reasons he then set forth, to accede to the proposition, which
by direction of Her Majesty’s Government you submitted to the Portuguese
Government on the 12th of April, 1843, on this subject. But he expressed the
willingness of his Government to adopt any other meagure which might have
been adopted for that purpose by the principal maritime and colony-holding
nations with which Great Britain had Treaties or Conventions for the suppression
of the Slave Trade.

The British Government not having at that time entered into any under-
- standing on this subject with any Foreign Power, between which and this
country there existed a Treaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade; and
being consequently unable to avail itself of the willingness of the Portuguese
Government to adopt such measures, if any such had existed, took no further
step on the receipt of Senhor Gomes’ note.

But at the close of the year 1843, after the condemnation by the Mixed
Commission at the Cape of Good Hope of the first prize brought before them
for adjudication, namely, the Portuguese brig “ Sociedade,” a question arose as
to the mode in which the crew of that vessel should be given up to the Portu-
guese Government, and whether there was in any authority a right to detain
them in custody after adjudication; and the result .of the- discussions at the
- Cape of Good Hope on this subject was, that the offenders were set free, and
that Article XTI of the Treaty was wholly inoperative with respect to them.

I have to refer you for information on this subject to the papers marked in
the margint, which form part of Class A of the papers on Slave Trade presented
to Parliament in the year 1845.

The British Goovernment has, since the result of the case of the “ Socie-
dade” was made known to it, had under careful consideration, in conjunction
with the Law Advisers of the Crown, the question as to the power of the Mixed
Courts established under the Treaty of 1842, and of the Executive Governments
of the British colonies where the Mixed Courts reside, to carry Article XII of
the Treaty into effect.

The Law Advisers of the Crown have reported their opinion, that the Mixed
Commissioners have right and powers, through their Marshal or other officer,
to retain in custody, until adjudication, all persons taken on board a suspected
vessel, and brought to the port of adjudication; and, assuming that the Treaty
of 1842 has been made the law of Portugal by lawful authority in that country,
they are of opinion, that after the condemnation of a Portuguese vessel by one
of the Mixed Commissions established in British colonies, it is “the duty of the
Executive Government of the colony to return them to Portugal, and that for
that purpose the Executive Government may detain them a reasonable time
before sending them upon their return voyage to Portugal, by the most con-
venient route, either direct to Portugal or by England, or by any other

*# The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Howard, Slave Trade, March 31, 1843. Lord Howard to the
Earl of Aberdeen, Slave Trade, April 12, 1843. The Earl of Aberdeen to Lord Howard, Slave Trade,
September 22, 1843, Lord Howard to the Earl of Aberdeen, Slave Trade, October 15, 1843,

T Class A, 1844, presented 1845, No. 209, p. 202; No. 211, p- 282; No. 217, p. 299.
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convenient route, and that the charges incurred for the support, and for the
return voyage of the commanders and crews of such condemned vessels, are, by
Annex B, Article VI, to be defrayed by the Government of which such com-
manders and crews are the subjects, i.e., in the case of a vessel condemned as
Portuguese by the Government of Portugal.” ‘

But the Law Advisers of the Crown are of opinion, that if the Treaty of
1842 has not been made the law of Portugal by lawful authority in that country,
it would not hereafter be proper to detain or to return to Portugal any persons
found in a Portuguese vessel condemned for slave-trading by a Mixed Court
in a British colony. ~

You are aware that the Treaty of 1842 is made the law of this country, by
the Act of the 6th and 7th Victoria, cap. 52, copies of which were transmitted
to you in Lord Aberdeen’s despatch, Slave Trade, of September 11, 1843, and
that by that Act power and authority have been given to Her Majesty to put
into execution all such portions of the Treaty as required the -sanction of
Parliament, to render the Act of the Crown, in regard thereto, valid and
legal. '

® Her Majesty’s Government are not aware that any law analogous to that
Act of the British Parliament has been passed in Portugal for carrying the
Treaty of 1842 into effect; nor, indeed, whether any such law was necessary to
enable Her Most Faithful Majesty to do so.

I have accordingly to instruct you to inquire and to report to me, for the
information of Her Majesty’s Government, whether Portuguese subjects,
captured in a slave-vessel condemned as Portuguese by the Mixed Commissions
in a British colony, would, if delivered up to the proper Portuguese authorities
at any port or place within Portuguese territory, be liable to be proceeded
against and punished under the existing laws of Portugal against slave-trading ;
and if they would be so liable, I request that you will also report to me, at what
ports, and to what authorities in such ports, it is the wish of the Portuguese
Government that the Portuguese prisoners from the Cape of Goood Hope and
from Jamaica should be given up. ' - S

Tam, &e. 3
(Bigned) PALMERSTON.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B. '
&e. &c.

No. 87.
Viscount Palmerston to Baron de Mb’ncorv‘ot

Foreign Office, October 3, 1846.

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the
note addressed to him on the 22nd ultimo, by Baron Moncorve, &c., com-
plaining that the Commander of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel « Hecate,” while
making a legal and authorized visit of the Portuguese brig « dndorinha,” broke
open a cover sealed with the Royal Arms of Portugal, and containing the manifest
of that vessel, which cover was addressed by the Administrator of the custom-
house of St. Thomas to the Administrator of the custom-house at Loanda; a
transaction for which Baron Moncorvo demands satisfaction on the part of his
Government, and with regard to which he expresses a confident hope, that
measures will be taken by the British Government to prevent a recurrence of
any similar proceeding. ‘ : L . .

The Undersigned has the honour in reply, to acquaint Baron Moncorvo,

‘that Her Majesty’s Government cannot consider that the act of the Commander
of the « Hecate” was improper, or that any satisfaction is due to the Portuguese
Government, on account of it, for when a British officer, in the performance of
his duty and in virtue of the stipulations of the Treaty between Great Br‘itgin
and Portugal, visits and searches a Portuguese: vessel suspected of be}ng
engaged in Slave Trade, such officer has a right to demand to see all the ship’s
papers, and if they are not produced to him, he is entitled to search for them,
and to break open any place in the ship in which they may be concealed ; and Her
Majesty’s Government cannot. possibly admit that this necessary right of search
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shall be defeated by the circumstance that any of the ship’s papers, instead of
being locked up in a drawer, may happen to be enclosed in a sealed cover, by a
Portuguese custom-house officer, the breaking open of such cover cannot be
regarded as any affront to the dignity of the Crown of Portugal, for it is merely
an act necessary for the due execution of the Treaty, and which may be
rendered necessary by the previous act of the Portuguese custom-house officer,
who has chosen to seal up a document, which ought properly to have been left
open for the inspection of the searching officer.
~ The Undersigned, &ec.
Baron de Moncorvo, (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&c. &c.

No. 88.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to Viscouni Palmerston.

Lisbon, September 24, 1846.
My Lord, (Received October 10.)

I HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of a note which, under your Lord-
ship’s instructions conveyed in your despatch, marked Slave Trade, of the 3rd
ultimo, I addressed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, representing to his
Excellency the obviously objectionable practice tolerated by the tribunals in
Angola, of allowing of the sale of vessels condemned under the Decree of
December, 1836, for being engaged in the Slave Trade, in a complete state of
equipment; and suggesting the adoption of the system laid down for the
guidance of the Mixed Commission under the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842,
of previous breaking up of such prizes.

I add a copy of the answer which I have received from his Excellency, in
which he communicates to me a Decree, dated 10th September instant, issued
by the Minister of Marine to the “ Tribunal de Prezas” sitting at Loanda under
Decree, of the 14th September, 1844, ordering it strictly to act up to the provi-
sions of Annex B to the Treaty of July, 1842, between Great Britain and Por-
tugal, with respect to the sale of prize slavers as prescribed in the decree for
the organization of the tribunal in question of the 14th September, 1844.

I enclose a copy of the Decree referred to in that of the Minister of Marine,
the tenor of which was reported by me to the Earl of Aberdeen in my despatch,
marked Slave Trade, of the 15th September, 1844, but of which I find a copy
by inadvertence was omitted to be transmitted at the time of its being
subsequently officially published.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN AND SEAFORD.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&c. &c. &e.

Eneclosure 1 in No. 88.

Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to the Count de Lavradio.

Monsieur le Comte, Lisbon, August 25, 1846,

IT appears from the reports received from Her Majesty’s Commissioners
at Saint Paul de Loanda on the subject of the Slave Trade, that a practice has
been adopted by the tribunal in that city in regard to the slave-vessels cap-
tured by the Portuguese cruizers, and confiscated under the decree of Her
Most Faithful Majesty of the 10th December, 1836, which is attended with
results which must be entirely at variance with the spirit of the said decree, as
well as the intention and policy of the Portuguese Government. ‘

After sentence has been passed upon these vessels, their slave-provisions,
water, and some moveable articles of their equipment, only are removed to be
sold separately, while the hulls themselves are exposed to public auction, with all
their rigging, stores, and furniture complete, and often in a perfectly sea-worthy
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state are sold to the highest bidder: thus the vessels after condemnation pass
almost immediately into the hands of slave-dealers, often their original owners.

Her Majesty’s Government, depending upon the good faith and earnestness
with which the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty is acting in the sup-
pression of the Slave Trade, feel confident that on their exposure of this system,
steps will be taken to obviate for the future the evil consequences which result
from this practice, which has been followed at Saint Paul de Loanda, and with
this view I have been instructed to submit to the consideration of the Govern-
ment of Her Most Faithful Majesty how advantageous it would be that one uniform
system should be observed in regard to the treatment of vessels confiscated as
concerned in the Slave Trade; and in furtherance, that orders should be issued
to cause all vessels condemned under the Decree of the 10th December, 1836,
together with their slave-fittings, should be broken up and entirely demolished,
in the same manner as is done in the case of vessels condemned by the Mixed
Commission Courts under the provision of the Treaty between Great Britain
and Portugal, as the only means of giving full and complete effect to the said
Decree of Her Most Faithful Majesty according to its declared spirit and inten-
tion.

I avail, &c. :
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN AND SEAFORD.

The Count de Lavradio,

&e. &c.

. Enclosure 2 in No. 88.

The Count de Lavradio to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.
(Translation.) :

My Lord, Foreign Office, Lisbon, September 23, 1846.

HAVING communicated to the Minister of Marine the note which your
Lordship addressed to me on the 25th August last, relative to the inconvenience
resulting from the practice followed by the  Tribunal of Prizes” established at
Loanda, of causing the hulls of the vessels condemned as being implicated in the
Slave Trade to be sold without being previously broken up, as in the case of
those tried by the Mixed Commissions, that Minister returned me an answer
on the 18th instant, communicating to me a Decree, of which I enclose a copy,
in which it is ordained that the hulls of such vessels shall be sold broken up, in
conformity with the provisions of Annex B to the Treaty concluded with Great
Britain for the suppression of the Slave Trade on the 3rd July, 1842, that being
the legislation under which the tribunal in question ought to act, as deter-
mined in the Decree of its creation of the 14th September, 1844.

I have the honour to communicate this information to your Lordship in
reply to your above-mentioned note, and renew, &c. - :
(Signed) CONDE DE LAVRADIO.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B. :

&e. &

Enclosure. 3 in No. 88.
Decree respecting Sale of Slavers condemned by Portuguese Tribunal at Angola.

(Translation.) Department of Marine and Colonies, Ultramarine Section,
Palace of Belem, September 10, 1846.

THE Tribunal of Prizes created in the city of St. Paulo da Assumpeggo de
- Loanda, by Decree of the 14th September 1844, not having applied to the hulls
.of vessels condemned by it as slavers, the provisions of Annex B to the Treaty
concluded with Great Britain on the 8rd July, 1842, for the supnression of Slave
Trade, notwithstanding what is determined in Article V of the above-mentioned
Decree, but having put up to public auction the said hulls, with all their furni-
ture, provisions, and rigging, instead of causing them to be completely broken
up immediately after their condemnation, and sold separately, as prescribed in
Artic v XT of the said Treaty of the 8rd July, 1842, I am pleased to ordain that
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in those cases in which the Glovernment may not desire to retain possession of
them, the hulls of all vessels captured as slavers, and condemned as such by the
tribunal in question, shall be immediately after their condemnation completely

broken up and sold separately.
(Signed) QUEEN.

(Countersigned) Luiz pa Binva Mousinao D’ALBUQUERQUE.

Enclosure 4 in No. 88.

Decree establishing a Special Tribunal at Loanda for Trial of Slavers.

Department of Marine and C’olom'cfs,y Ultramarine Section,
(Translation.) Palace of Belem, September 4, 1844.

DESIRING to remove, to the utmost possible extent, the difficulties which
have hitherto presented themselves, practically, in the punctual execution of
the decree of the 10th December, 1836, and which have mostly originated in the
insufficiency or inaccuracy of colonial .authorities, who in the trial of prizes not
included in the provisions of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between Portugal
and Great Britain, for the complete abolition of the Slave Trade, who have
constantly committed such and so numerous irregularities (nullidades) that the
“Relagio Commercial” has not been able to pass sentence definitively on the
greater number of such cases, or punish the offenders as being engaged in
Slave Trade; from which results much abuse, against which certain authorities
in the colonies have requested that preventive measures should be taken; for
all these reasons, and making use of the authority conceded by Article I
of the Law of the 2nd May, 1843, and having heard the Councils of Ministers and
of State, I am pleased to decree as follows :— :

Article I. In the city of St. Paulo de Loanda, in the province of Angola,
shall be established a tribunal for sentencing in first and last instance all prizes
captured at sea under the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, when not coming
under the provisions of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842 ‘

Article IT. The tribunal shall be composed of a President, three Members,
and a Secretary. ,

§ 1. The Governor-General of the province shall act as President, the
Judge of Right of the district, and the Portuguese Commissioner and Arbitrator
to the Mixed Commission established there under the above-mentioned Treaty,
as Members, and the Secretary to the said Commission as Secretary. .

§ 2. The President shall not vote. The Judge of Right shall act as
Reporter (relator) in the cases. '

Article III. In the absence of the Grovernor-General, the highest military
authority in active service in the capital of the province ghall act as President.
In the absence of the Judge of Right, his substitute shall take his place ; and
in that of either of the other members, the Secretary shall act in the double
capacity of Member and Secretary.

Article 1V. The Members of the tribunal shall not receive in their capacity
as such any salary or gratuity from the treasury. The Secretary shall alone
charge the legal fees as in other cases in courts.

Article V. The cargo, hull, rigging, and other appurtenances, of vessels
captured on the coast of the Portuguese dominions of Western and East Africa,
as well as the negroes found on board, shall be sent to Loanda, and placed at
the disposition of the tribunal, which shall duly pass sentence on the prize.
The form of trying such prizes shall be that established in the already-men-
tioned Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, according to the regulation of Annex B, in
as far as is applicable. '

Article VI. The captains, masters, pilots, and crews, of the vessels captured,
as also the passengers found on board, shall be detained under arrest until after
sentence shall be passed by the tribunal on the prize, which, if condemned, they
shall be placed at the disposal of the Judge of Right of the district, to be
sentenced and punished according to law, the certificate of the condemnatory
sentence passed by the tribunal, and which, together with the prisoners, shall be
transferred to the Judge of Right, serving as the accusation.

§. The sentence passed by the Judge of Right may be appealed against
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to the Relaco of Lisbon, as also the report of the Judge, by parties on whom
the law confers this right.

Article VII. The owners of the vessels condemned, their correspondents, and
other parties involved as in the Slave Trade, though not being on board, as alse
the authorities and functionaries specified in the Decree of the 10th December,
1836, shall likewise be proceeded against by the competent ordinary Justices,
and sentenced in the first instance by the Judge of Right of the respective
district, with appeal to the Relagfo of Lisbon. :

Article VIII. Prizes made on shore shall in like manner be proceeded against
and sentenced by the ordinary Justices of the place where they are taken. The
form of process for these cases is that established in the “New Judiciary Re-
form” for cases of contraband and embezzlement.

Article IX. The 5th section of Article CCCLIV of the “ New Judiciary
Reform” is applicable to cases tried under Articles VIII and IX of this Decree.

Article X. After the prizes captured at sea shall have been tried and
condemned under this Decree, their produce shall be delivered over to the Junta
de Fazenda (Finance Board) of the place, and by it divided amongst the captors,
as determined in Article V of the Alvara of 7th December, 1796, the 4th section
of Article XXIV of the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, being thus inter-
preted in this case. : ' )

Article XI. The produce of prizes captured on shore, and tried and
sentenced under Article IX of this Decree, shall have the application specified in
the Decree of 10th December, 1836. ’

Article XII. All legislation to the contrary is hereby cancelled. The
Minister and Secretary of State for the Marine and Colonial Department shall

so cause it to be executed.
(Signed) QUEEN.
(Countersigned) Joacm. Jose Fargao. '

No. 89.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

My Lord, Foreign Office, October 12, 1846.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a letter and of its enclosures,
received at this department, from the Admiralty, reporting the proceedings of
Captain Wyvill, of Her Majesty’s ship “Cleopatra,” and of the Portuguese
authorities at Lourenco Marquez, with respect to a slave-vessel met with at
anchor in Delagoa Bay, and chased into Lourengo Marquez by Her Majesty’s
ship, where she was deserted by her crew and taken possession of by the
Portuguese authorities. , ,

You will perceive that an opinion is expressed in these papers that the
conduct of the Governor of Lourengo Marquez in this case was suspicious, and
I have accordingly to instruct you to make known the substance of the enclosed
papers to the Portuguese Government for such steps as they may think proper
to.take thereupon. : :

- Tam &e.

, , (Signed) PALMERSTON.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B. ,
&e. : &e. :

, Enclosui'e 1 in No. 89.
The Secretary to the Admiralty to the Hon E. J. Stanley.

Sir, Admiralty, October 1, 1846,

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to
transmit to you herewith, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, copies of
a letter from Rear-Admiral Dacres, dated the 6th July last, and of its enclosures.
from Captain Wyvill, of Her Majesty’s ship «Cleopatra,” reporting that a brig,
sulg)osed ]f;o be a Brazilian, after having been chased by the “ Cleopatra,” had

LASS b,
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been captured at Lorenzo Marques by the Portuguese Governor, whose conduct
on the occasion was considered by Captain Wyvill to be very questionable, and
more particularly in allowing the master and crew to escape, by which the

establishing the vessel’s nationality was prevented.
I have, &ec.

(Bigned) W. A. B. HAMILTON.
The Right Hon. E. J. Stanley,
&e. &e.

Enclosure 2 in No. 89.

Rear-Admiral Dacres to the Secretary to the Admiralty.

Sir, ¢ President,” Simon’s Bay, July 6, 1846.
_ I ENCLOSE herewith a copy of a letter from Captain Wyvill, of the

« Cleopatra,” detailing his proceedings in the suppression of the Slave Trade,
since leaving Simon’s Bay, on the 12th February last, with enclosures relative
to the circumstances under which a brig had been captured at Lorenzo Marques,
by the Portuguese Government, as being fitted for a slaye-vessel, she having
been previously chased into Delagoa Bay by the « Cleopatra,” and afterwards
navigated by an officer and crew from that ship to Mozambique, and there
delivered up to the Governor-General for adjudication; and by which it will
appear that the conduct of the Governor at Lorenzo Marques on this occasion
was very questionable. That there was every reason to believe the brig was
Brazilian, and that, had he been so disposed, it was in his power to have detained
the captain and crew, for the purpose of establishing the nationality of the
vessel. T have therefore to request you will be pleased to bring the subject
before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.

I have, &ec.
The Secretary of the Admiralty, (Signed) JAS. R. DACRES,;
&c &c. Rear-Admiral.

Enclosure 3 in No. 89.

Coptain Wyvill to Rear-Admiral Dacres.

Sir, “ Cleopatra,” Mozambique, May 13, 1846.

IN obedience to the orders of Rear-Admiral the Hon. J. Percy, C.B,, I
sailed from Simon’s Bay, on the 12th of February last, to resume my station as
senior officer in the Mozambique channel ; on the 28th February, I stood into
Delagoa Bay, where I discovered a brig at anchor, which proved to be a slave-
vessel ; and I beg to enclose the correspondence relative to the circumstances of
the case.

Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Cleopatra” sailed in company with the detained
vessel on the 9th of March, to be delivered over to the Governor-General of
Mozambique ; on my passage down I called off Inhambane, from thence to
Quillemane, where I arrived on the 18th of March, and communicated with the
Governor.

On the 25th of March, off the Chesterfield Shoals, I chased a large suspi-
cious brig, which however escaped in the night ; from information, I find she had
been driven off the Angozha River, by a Portuguese man-of-war, and has again
returned and shipped a cargo of slaves. I stood over towards the Querimba
Islands, where I left two boats to cruize, in hopes of falling in with the brig we
had chased, in charge of Lieutenant Gibson, but without effect. I arrived here
on the 9th instant, where I found Her Majesty’s sloop “ Helena,” in a very sickly
state, and received your orders relative to that vessel.

I regret that I am obliged to order the “ Helena ” to proceed to the Cape
of Good Hope, from the great number on board sick of dysentery, which I trust
will meet your approbation.
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I hope to be able to watch the coast until the beginning of August, when
Her Majesty’s ships under my command will require provisions and stores.
‘ I have, &e.
Rear-Admiral Jus. R. Dacres, (Signed) ) WYVILL, Captain.
&e. &c. ‘

Enclosure 4 in No. 89.
Lieutenant Hornby to Captain Wywill.

Sir, “ Cleopatra,” Delagoa Bay, March 1, 1846.

IN compliance with your order, I beg to inform you that yesterday on my
approaching the brig that was lying at anchor off English River, she weighed
and ran up the river; I saw her at anchor off the Portugunese fort, and three
boats going from her to the shore, one of which on landing at the fort was
re-manned by negroes, and, with a Portuguese officer, put off to take possession
of the brig. :

I accompanied him alongside, but was not allowed on board.

I then landed to communicate with the Governor, who, in answer to
questions put by me, said that the flag she had hoisted on entering the river
was Brazilian, that the brig was fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and that her
crew had escaped into the country.

I have &ec.
Christopher Wryvill, Esq. (Bigned) GEOFFREY HORNBY,
§c. &c. Lieutenant.

Enclosure 5 in No. 89.
Lieutenant Homby to Captain Wywill.

Sir, “Cleopatra,” Delagoa Bay, March 3, 1846.

IN pursuance of your instructions, I landed yesterday to offer to the
Governor of Lorenzo Marques, the assistance of an officer and crew from Her
Majesty’s ship under your command, to navigate the' slave-brig chased into
English River on the 28th February, to Mozambique; this ofter for a consider-
able time he declined accepting, nor was it until I told him, according to your
orders, that in case he detained the brig it would be your duty to have two
boats to watch the port, that he agreed to deliver her to your charge, to convey
her to Mozambique.

I have, &c. :

Christopher Wyvill, Esq. (Bigned) = GEOFFREY HORNBY,
ge. &e. : Lieutenant.

Enclosure 6 in No. 89. ~
’Captain Wyuvill to the Governor of Lorengso Marques.

Sir, « Cleopatra,” in Delagoa Bay, March 1, 1846.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excellency, that by the Treaty for
the prevention of the Slave Trade between Great Britain and Portugal, dated
July, 1842, T am directed to communicate with the Governor of any of the
- Portuguese settlements at which vessels may be anchored, suspected of being
engaged in that traffic, and request him to take the necessary measures to
prevent the violation of the stipulations of that Treaty. ‘ :
~ In the present instance, on Her Majesty’s ships under my command
approaching this anchorage, the brig which entered Lorenzo Marques yesterday,
the 28th February, was at anchor six or seven miles from the entrance of the
English River, from which position she weighed and anchored again about three
miles from the entrance of the same river, and on the boat of this ship
approaching her, she apparently slipped, and took protection under the
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Portuguese fort. Lieutenant Hornby, the officer sent from this ship, informed
me that your Excellency had detained her, being without papers, and fitted for
the Slave Trade; and as there must be considerable delay before the said brig
can be brought to adjudication, in consequence of there not being a Portuguese
man-of-war here to take her to Mozambique, I beg to offer your Excellency
the services of an officer and crew to take charge of her, and deliver her over
to the proper authorities at Mozambique.

Should, however, your Excellency not wish to avail yourself of co-operation,
I request that I may be furnished with a thorough description of the said brig,
stating the circumstances of her having entered Lorenzo Marques, owing to the
appearance of the “ Cleopatra ” off the Bay, and of your having detained her,
and that she shall be brought before a proper tribunal for adjudication,
for being fitted for the Slave Trade, and not having the protection of any
flag, although she did show Brazilian colours, in order that I may be
enabled to lay a statement of the case before his Excellency the Governor-
General, for the satisfaction of Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Government, as
well as my own. ‘

I have, &ec.

( (Signed). C. WYVILL, Captain.
His Excellency Joze Antonio de Silveira,

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure 7 in No. 89.
The Governor of Lorenzo Marques to Captain Wywill.

Tlustrissimo Senhor, Lorenzo Marques, March 2, 1846.

HAVING precipitately entered this port on the 28th February last, a brig
without a flag, and having sent on board the Register Officer, who found no
person in the vessel, and for that reason he considered her abandoned, and the
said officer having informed me, that she was implicated under the Decree of
- the 10th December, 1836, on account of her having on board coppers, a
quantity of slave-provisions and water, and everything else, well showing that
she was to be employed in the Slave Trade, in consequence of which I have
taken the said vessel for the Portuguese nation, and having seen your letter of
office that you directed to me (although I understood but little of it, and there
being no person here that speaks the English language), but by the explanation
that was made to me by the officer of the frigate, I will accept your favour,
asking you in the name of the Portuguese nation, to send an officer and sailors
to conduct the prize to Mozambique, taking the Portuguese officer as captain of
the said prize, who will take with him an escort of eight soldiers and a corporal.
Hoping in your honour, that you will deliver this vessel to the Governor-
General of the Province of Mozambique, this vessel will be ready to sail on
the 5th instant, and you can send the officer and sailors on the 4th ; this is all T
have to ask on the part of the Portuguese nation.

God save you. '

(Signed) JOZE ANTONIO DE SILVEIRA,

Lilustrissimo Senhor Christopher Wyvill, Governor of Lorenso Margues.

&c. &e.

Enclosure 8 in No. 89.

Declaration of Captain Wyvill.

. 1, THE Undersigned, Christopher Wyvill, Esquire, holding the rank of Cap-
tain in Her Britannic Majesty’s service, and commanding Her Britannic Majesty’s
ship  Cleopatra,” do hereby declare, that on entering Delagoa Bay, on the 28th
February, 1846, a brig without colours was observed at anchor about seven miles
from the entrance of English River; she weighed on seeing Her Majesty’s ship,
and ran within three or four miles of the Portuguese fort, and again anchored ;
a boat was sent with Lieutenant Hornby to board the said brig, but on arriving
within about four miles of her she again weighed, set the jib-fore-topsail,
and hoisted an ensign at the peak, which Lieutenant Hornby believes to have
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been Brazilian, but on the boat arriving within sight of the fort, the brig was
at anchor about a quarter of a mile from it, and three boats were going from
hgr to the shore, one of which landed under the fort, and returned with a Por-
tuguese officer on board the brig; that Lieutenant Hornby followed the said
officer in his own boat, but was not permitted to go on hoard the brig, upon which
he landed and communicated with the Governor, who stated that she was a vessel
without papers, fitted for the reception of slaves, with-a cargo of slave-provisions,
consisting of farinha, beans, rice, beef, water, and that the captain and crew had
escaped on shore ; that he had seized her for a breach of the Slave Treaty, and
that the colours she hoisted were Brazilian. This, however, the Governor has
since denied, although Lieutenant Hornby and H. Piers, Assistant-Surgeon of
Her Majesty’s ship under my command, distinetly understood him to say so, and
the flag was seen by the above officer, as represented to me in my letters dated
March 1 and 3.

That on Lieutenant Hornby reporting the above circumstance to me, I
immediately offered the assistance (by my letter dated March 1) of an officer and
crew to navigate the said brig to Mozambique, to be disposed of by his Excellency
the Governor-Gieneral ; that this assistance was ultimately accepted, and arrange-
ments were made for the officer and crew to take charge of the said brig on
Wednesday afternoon, the 4th of March, 1846, in- order that she might leave
English River on the morning of the 5th of March, 1846, wind and weather per-
mitting ; that the said brig was taken charge of by Lieutenant Hornby on the
4th of March, 1846, and left English River on the 6th of March, 1846, to pro-
ceed to Mozambique, and be there delivered over to his Excellency the Gover-
nor-General,

And I do further declare, that I believe the said brig to be a Brazilian, and
that the Governor of Lorenzo Marques had it in his power to have detained the
captain and crew, to establish her nationality, particularly as she had been at
anchor outside the river for two or three days previous to the arrival of Her
Majesty’s ship “ Cleopatra,” whose prize I consider her to be.

Given on this 6th day of March, 1846. '

(Signed) C. WYVILL, Captain,
Commanding Her Majesty’s ship *Cleopatra.”

Enclosure 9 in No. 89.

(Translation.) ~ Decree.
(Circular, No. 598.)

Marine and Uliramarine Ministry, Ultramarine Section,
Palace at Belem, December 10, 1844.

HER Majesty the Queen of Portugal, through the Marine and Ultramarine
Affairs Department, acquaints the Governor-General of Mozambique, for his
information and convenient purpose, that, according to the contents of the offi-
cial correspondence from the Minister of Foreign Affairs, dated the 7th instant,
it is not lawful that the commanders of Portuguese ships-of-war should board
Brazilian vessels on suspicion of Slave Trade, save within our ports, in conformity
to the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, there not existing between Portugal
and Brazil any Treaty about the extinction of Slave Trade ; but for the present
they can seize Brazilian vessels, finding they are trading in slaves, within the
coasts of the Portuguese dominions; and in this case it is necessary that the
apprehended vessels should be transferred, for their adjudication, to the tribunal
created at Angola by the Decree of the 14th of September last. Furthermore,
in case any Brazilian vessel be seized and transported by English cruisers to
- Angola to be adjudicated there, the same Governor-General should take the
necessary steps to establish whether the crime was perpetrated within our ports,
otherwise he has no power to proceed against such vessels.

(Signed) JOAQUIM JOZE FALCAO.
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Enclosure 10 in No. 89.
Receipt by the Governor-General of Mozambique.

I, Rodrigo Luciano d’Abreu de Lima, Privy Councillor to Her Most Faith-
ful Majesty, Governor-General of Mozambique, &c., &ec., have, this 21st day of
March, 1846, received from Her Britannic Majesty’s ship « Cleopatra” a brig of
170 tons, fitted for the Slave Trade, and had been driven under the Fort of Lo-
renzo Marques on the 28th of February, 1846, by that ship, and navigated to
this port, seized by the Goovernor of Lorenzo Marques, in pursuance of a Decree
from the Minister of Marine, dated the 12th day of December, 1844, a copy of
which I herewith furnish to Captain Wyvill.

Dated at the Palace of the Governor-General of Mozambique, this 21st day
March, 1846.

(Signed) RODRIGO LUCIANO D’ABREU DE LIMA.

No. 90.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

My Lord, Foreign Office, October 15, 1846.
y g

I HAVE received your despatch, marked Slave Trade, of the 24th ultimo,
enclosing a copy and translation of a note, dated the 23rd ultimo, from Count
Lavradio, in which, in pursuance of the request of Her Majesty’s Government
conveyed to that of Portugal in your note of the 25th of the preceding month,
that Minister encloses a copy of a Decree, issued on the 10th ultimo by Her -
Most Faithful Majesty, directing the Tribunal established at Loanda for the
adjudication of slave-vessels captured by Portuguese authorities or cruizers for
breach of Portuguese law, to cause the hulls of all condemned vessels to be
broken up immediately after condemnation, and to be sold in separate parts.

I have to instruct you to express in writing to Count Lavradio, the sincere
thanks of Her Majesty’s Government, for the readiness with which Her Most
Faithful Majesty’s Government has adopted the suggestion made by Her Ma-
jesty’s Government on this important point. ’

I am, &ec.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B.
&e. &e.

No. 91.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

My Lord, Foreign Office,” October 16, 1846,

I HEREWITH transmit to your Lordship an extract from a despatch from
Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope, containing a report
on the Slave Trade carried on on the east coast of Africa during the year 1845.

Her Majesty’s Government regret to perceive from this report, that while
the orders for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and the faithful execution of
the Treaty of 1842, issued by Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Government to
their authorities on the East Coast, continue to be diligently executed by the
superior officers of the Portuguese Government, the venality of their subordi-
nate functionaries has tended in a great measure to counteract their merito-
rious exertions.

I have to desire that you will communicate the enclosed paper to the Por-

~ tuguese Government, for such steps as they may judge it expedient to take
thereupon. "
I am, &e.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B.
&e. ' &e.
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Enclosure in No. 91.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Cape of Good Hope to the Earl of Aberdeen.

(Extract.) April 6, 1846.

WE have the honour to lay before your Lordship our Report upon
the state of the Slave Trade on the east coast of Africa during the year

- 1845. '

It is with much regret that we have to state that our informants are
unanimous in their opinion that the traffic is still carried on to a great extent,
and in a manner which defies the exertions of the ships employed by Her
Majesty’s Government, and by that of Her Most Faithful Majesty, for its
suppression.

Since the date of our last despatch to your Lordship on this subject (the
15th October, 1845), we have learnt that slaves have been carried off principally
from Ibo and Pomba, and other places to the northward of Quillemane.

At Pomba, indeed, in the month of November last, the slave-dealers were
so confident of impunity, that they had the temerity to fire upon a party of men
sent by Captain Pinho, of Her Most Faithful Majesty’s brig  Villa Flor,” to
seize a slave-dhow lying in the: bay, killing one man and wounding another.
Captain_Pinho, however, landed more men, and, with the aid of Her Majesty’s
ghip “ Mutine,” destroyed two slave-barracoons and the houses in the
neighbourhood. ‘

At Ibo slaves had been collected in considerable numbers. But Her Most
Faithful Majesty’s brig “ Filla Flor” and a gun-boat, which formed the force
employed in this quarter, had not succeeded in making any captures, the
Portuguese Grovernor being in favour of the Slave Trade. We have, however,
the satisfaction to state, that this officer’s conduct having been represented by
Captain Pinho to the Governor-General, he was immediately removed, and
Senor Ferrar, the second in command of the “Villa Flor,” an officer whose
zeal and integrity are highly spoken of, was appointed to succeed him. This is
the second instance in which the Governor-General has had to recall a Governor
from Ibo, to be tried before the proper tribunal at Mozambique, as implicated
in the Slave Trade. The result of the investigation into their conduct has not
yet reached us.

Perhaps the most disheartening fact which has come to our knowledge as
regards Quillemane, is that the Governor of that place, Major Madeira, has
yielded to the tempting offers of the slave-dealers, and, to have received bribes
for his connivance in the malpractices of the subordinate authorities. Infor-
mation to this effect reached us at the close of the last year, when our report
was in preparation, but we were unwilling even to mention a rumour so
seriously affecting an officer, of whose conduct, in opposing the Slave Trade, it
had been our pleasing duty to make honourable mention, until the accounts to
his discredit received further confirmation. This, we regret to say, is now the
case, and it only remains to be hoped, that the Governor-General, to whom we
learn a strong representation upon the subject has been addressed by the
second in command at Quillemane, will, in this as in other cases, cause-an
investigation to be instituted, and the offender, if found guilty, to be replaced
by some one more worthy of his confidence. We are led to the conclusion
that the Slave Trade still continues to be carried on upon the east coast of
Africa, and that although the highest class of Portuguese officers do all in their
power to support the Treaty, yet their efforts are constantly thwarted by the
conduct of the subordinate officers conniving at the Slave Trade, as has been
the case with the Governors above mentioned of Ivo and Quillemane.

No. 92.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford to Viscount Palmerston.

. Lisbon, October 4, 1848,
(Extract.) : (Received October 18.)

- WITH a view to afford greater facilities for the adjudication of slave~
vessels captured in the Portuguese waters, under the Decree of December, 1836,
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the Portuguese Government proposes to invest the Criminal Courts of the
Provinces of Cape Verd and Mozambique respectively, with powers similar to
those which the Special Tribunal of Saint Paulo de Loanda has been exercising
under the Decree of the 14th of September, 1844, for the trial of Slave
prizes, though restricted, as the case may be, to the adjacent latitudes as
designated. ’ ' v '

The Supreme Tribunal of Goa is also made a Court of Appeal for eases
tried in Mozambique.

: (Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN AND SEAFORD.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&c. &c: &e.

No. 93.
Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston.

' : Portdguese Legation, London, Getober 22, 18486,
(Translation.) (Received October 23.)

THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of
Her Most Faithful Majesty to Her Britannic Majesty, in conformity with orders.
from his Government, brings under the cognizance of the Right Honourable
Viscount Palmerston, Her Britannic Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, that from the proceedings instituted in the Vice-Admiralty
Court at the Cape of Good Hope, against the Brazilian brig « Triumphante,”
captured by the English brig of war “Sappho,” and from verbal communications
between the Portuguese Commissioner at that colony, and Captain Robert
Fitzgerard Gambier, it appears that this captain, and also Lieutenant Reid,
pretend to erect themselves into interpreters and executors of the Treaty of
Commerce, of the 3rd July, 1842, between Portugal and Great Britain, even
regarding questions which have reference exclusively to the internal jurisdiction
of the authorities of the Portuguese dominions, as in the case of the provision
that obliges the merchant vessels bound to the Portuguese ports of Eastern
Africa first to touch at, and clear out from, the capital of Mozambique, which
the above officers suppose to be the condition exacted by the said Treaty,
thence concluding that it is incumbent on them to insist on its being complied
with.

The Undersigned, being persuaded that the Right Honourable Viscount
Palmerston will recognize that so erroneous a construction on the part of the
commanders of ships of the British navy stationed on the coast of Africa,
may furnish occasion for acts offensive to the prerogatives of the Crown of Her
Most Faithful Majesty, which the Government of Her Britannic Majesty is
certainly willing to prevent by all means in its power, in the name of his August
Sovereign, calls upon (reclama) the Government of Her Britannic Majesty to.
cause circular orders to be issued to all those commanders, requiring them
positively and clearly to abstain from giving such an interpretation to the said
Treaty, and from pretending to demand its fulfilment to that effect.

The Undersigned, &c.

(Signed) BARON DA TORRE DE MONCORYVO,

No. 94.
Viscount Palmerston to. Mr. Southern.

Sir, Foreign Office, October 29; 1846.

I HAVE received Lord Howard de Walden’s despatch of the 4th instant,
respecting a Decree which Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Government propose to
issue, for the purpose of investing the Criminal Courts of the Cape Verds and of
Mozambique with power similar to that granted by Decree of the 14th of Sep-
tember, 1844, to the Court of Loanda, to adjudicate vessels seized by Portuguese:
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cruizers or authorities on suspicion of being engaged in Slave Trade, in con-
travention of the Municipal Law of Portugal.

Her Majesty’s Government do not doubt that the proposed measure is
dictated by a sincere desire on the part of the Portuguese Government to do
all in it$ power to suppress the Slave Trade, and to give increased facilities for
the vindication of the law of Portugal against that traffic.

Her Majesty’s Government trusts that the proceedings of these Courts will
be in consonance with the desire of Her Most Faithful Majesty’s Government
on this subject ; and would accordingly suggest to the Government of Portugal
the expediency of exercising a strict supervision over their proceedings, and
more especially over those of the Court at Mozambique, which, owing to its
great distance from the seat of Government, and to its situation on a part of
the coast of Africa whence the export of slaves continues to be effected to a
considerable extent, might perhaps at. times not be wholly free from the influ-
ence of the Brazilian slave-traders. .

You will make a communication to the above effect to the' Portuguese
Government, and you will add that Her Majesty’s Government beg to suggest
that the Decree issued on the 10th ultimo to the Court at Loanda, enjoining
them to cause all condemned vessels to be broken up and sold in separate parts,
should also be communicated to.the Courts of the Cape Verds and Mozam-
bique for their guidance. : ,

: : I am, &ec.
Henry Southern, Esq. - (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&c. &e. ‘ :

No. 95.

Mr. Southern to Viscoun't,Palmerston.

, v Lisbon, October 16, 1846. -

My Lord, v (Received November 6.)
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch to Lord Howard de Walden,
marked Slave Trade, of the 31st of August last, I have the honour to enclose a
copy of a note addressed to his Lordship by Her Most Faithful Majesty’s
Minister for Foreign Affairs, expressing the satisfaction of the Portuguese
Government, at the testimony borne by Her Majesty’s Government to the
exertions of the Portuguese authorities, on the west coast of Africa, in the
suppression of the Slave Trade. :

: I have, &ec. ,

(Bigned) HENRY SOUTHERN.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. : ‘ 2

&e. &e. §c.

Enclosure in No. 95.

| The Count de Lavradio to Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford.

(Translation.) R
My Lord, . , - Foreign_Office, Lisbon, October 2, 1846.

I HAVE the honour to return the despatch of the 31st August last, and
the document enclosed therein, addressed to your Lordship by Her Britannic
Majesty’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, and which your Lgrdship was 5o good as
to confide to me. Thanking your Lordship for this cmhty,.I have to beg you
to be so good as to inform your Government that Her Ma_]esty’s Government
felt great satisfaction at the communication conveyed in that despatch, with
respect to the honourable conduct of the Governor-General of Angola, and the

CLass B. '
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commander of the Portuguese corvette “ Relampago,” in co-operating with the
greatest loyalty and decision with the British cruizers on that point of the
coast of Africa against slave-traders.

I avail, &ec.
' ~ (Signed) CONDE DE LAVRADIO.
Lord Howard de Walden and Seaford, G.C.B. ,
&ec. &e.
No. 96.

Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston.

London, November 3, 1846.
(Translation.) (Received November 4.)

THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of
Her Most Faithful Majesty to Her Britannic Majesty, having had the honour to
receive the note addressed to him by the Right Honourable Lord Viscount
Palmerston, Her Britannic Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, dated the 8rd of October ultimo, in reply to that which the Undersigned
had addressed to his Lordship on the 22nd of the preceding September, cannot
help once more to repeat in writing some of the arguments stated by the Under-
signed in the conference which he had the honour to hold with his Lordship on
the 14th ultimo, and in which he personally dwelt on the great inconveniences
that would result as well to the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty in
general, and to the functionaries of that Government in the Portuguese
provinces of Affrica, as also to some measures adopted by those authorities for
more effectually contributing to the desired end of suppressing the infamous
and reprobated traffic in Africans.

The Undersigned then took occasion to prove to his Lordship, that, inde-
pendently of the general principle common to all and every Government, of
- not being capable to suffer or permit, without great disparagement of its
dignity, that it should be free for any individual, native or foreign, in command
of any ship employed in cruizing against the Slave Trade, of his own authority
to open an official document, closed and secured with the seal of the Royal Arms,
under the very special circumstances in which the civil and military authorities
of Portugal on the coast of Africa are placed, it is absolutely and indispensably
necessary that such a power of opening documents sealed with Royal seals
should be entirely prohibited. So long as there do not exist any regular
packets, or any posts by land, for the transmission of the official correspondence
of those authorites, either with the mother country or the other transatlantic
provinces, it is only possible to convey this correspondence by merchant-
vessels. If these letters, therefore, be not protected, as they needs must, by
the Royal seals wherewith they are closed, they will remain liable to be read
by any one who has a fancy for it, and will be inspected by any officer who
comes to overhaul a merchant-vessel, in order to discover whether or not she is
employed in the illicit traffic. ,

As respects the case which occurred between the British war-steamer
“Hecate,” and the Portuguese patacho “ Andorinha,” when the seals of the
manifest of the cargo of the patacho were broke open, the commander of the
“Hecate ” not being satisfied with examining the copy of that manifest duly
certified and authenticated by the custom-house, the Undersigned will refrain
from entering into certain motives which it seems prompted the British com-
mander to that exigency, and he will here only repeat what he communicated
to his Lordship by word of mouth, that the precaution of giving closed and
sealed manifests to the coasters in Afriea is also a preventive of any attempt at
fraudulent alteration in those manifests, of which the master of the vessel is
always provided with an authenticated copy, to enable him to produce it where
and for whom it is proper to obtain such cognizance, till he reaches the port he
is bound to, at which then is opened the original manifest, sealed by the fiscal
authority competent thereto, and is compared with the authenticated unsealed
eopy, in the custody of the master of the vessel, who, if he were to try. to
falsify the copy by foisting into it, as if it were an article of his cargo, some
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object not entered into the original sealed document, would become liable to
be visited with all the rigour of the laws. : ' '

Considering all these reasons, which when verbally set forth appeared to
attract his Lordship’s attention, the Undersigned hopes that the complaint
preferred by him on occasion of this occurrence, in virtue of the instructions of
his Government, will be duly attended to on the part of Great Britain.

The Undersigned, &c. : '

(Signed) BARON DA TORRE DE MONCORYVO.
- The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

e.  &e. &e.

No. 97.

Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston.

o ’ . London, November 3, 1846.
(Translation.) ‘ - (Received November 4.)

THE Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of
Her Most Faithful Majesty to Her Britannic Majesty, proceeds to examine in
the presence of the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Palmerston, Her Bri-
tannic Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the circum-
stances of the unwarrantable and unexpected refusal put forth by Sir Cornwallis
Ricketts and by Captain Edmund Peel, of the British navy, to pay the costs
and other expenses occasioned by the trial of the Portuguese brig “ Unido,”
captured by those officers for being suspected of trafficking in slaves, of which
charge she was acquitted by the Mixed Portuguese and English Commission
established at the Cape of Good Hope. ‘ :

It appears from the official documents which the Undersigned had before
him, that on the termination of that trial the Mixed Commission passed and
caused to be published in Court the decree of the sentence for indemnities of
the costs, and of all the other prejudices resulting from the unjust capture and
detention of the said brig, against her captors, in conformity with Article II,
Annex B, of the Treaty of July 3, 1842, between Portugal and Great Britain,
and of Section 28, 6 & 7 Victorize, cap. 63. ‘ ,

That Sir Cornwallis Ricketts being required to pay those costs and
expenses, answered by a letter of the 20th January, 1845, that, as it appeared
to him, it was not the intention of his Government that the captor should
discharge them, invoking in his favour the just-mentioned Section 28, 6 & 7
Victorize, cap. 53, and also Section 27. ‘ '

That the Mixed Commission, seeing in the captor’s answer no legitimate

round for altering its sentence, repeated its demand of payment.

- That on the 30th June of last year Sir C. Ricketts again answered, that
he had given full consideration to the decision of the Commission, but that it
was not his intention to comply with its requisitions. "

" That the Commission, considering that the personal services of the
respective functionaries must be as promptly paid in the case of the acquittal
of the prize, as in that of her condemnation, and that for such purpose it could
not have recourse to legal proceedings in order to compel the captors, as that
would be throwing a slur on the Commission, nor lay hands on the cargo of the
acquitted vessel, as that would be unjust, resolved that its Secretary should pay
the expenses in question for account of the British Government (under the
understanding that the amount would have to be reimbursed by the cap-
turing officers) by drawing for the needful funds on the Lords of the British
Treasury. '

That this proceeding was disapproved of by the Government of Her
‘Britannic Majesty in Lord Aberdeen’s despatch of the 27th September of last
year, who, in clear and peremptory terms declared that the responsibility of
paying the expenses in question rested undoubtedly and solely with the captors
and their representatives.

That the British Members of the Commission on the 19th December last
communicated that resolution first to Sir Jocelyn Percy, for him to make it
known to the whole station under his command, to which he replied that he
possessed no power to that effect, and afterwards to the captor Sir C. Ricketts
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himself, observing to him that the Commission rejected the ground whereby
he supported his refusal. But this officer had recourse to other subterfuges,
such as, that he had not been the only captor, and that the above resolution had
not been intimated to him by the Supreme Department of the N: avy, thus per-
sisting in his refusal, and declaring that it was not his intention to comply with
the determination of the Mixed Commission without a special superior order
or the sentence of some other tribunal. ‘
It being therefore manifest, from what has been stated, that if the brig
~ “ Unido” had been adjudicated a good prize, the captors would have consented
to pay the expenses incurred, as they would have had to receive her proceeds,
and that as she was acquitted they refuse such payment, that is, that they
would be ready to receive but refuse to pay, the Undersigned, being convinced
that it is the intention of Her Britannic Majesty’s Ggvernment, already enun-
ciated in the above despatch of Lord Aberdeen, that the captors of vessels
either actually or suspected of being engaged 