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LIST OF PAPERS.
 

 

29. Mr. Forbes to Viscount Palmerston. .

30. Mr. Forbes toViscount Palmerston +e .
One Enclosure ©

31. Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Forbes...

32. Earl of Aberdeen to Baron Gersdorf’ . °
33, Baron Gersdorf to the Earl of Aberdeen . .
34, Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Forbes oe .

May 74.May_ 18

Oct.

: Nov.
‘Dec.
Dec.

30

12
14
27

BELGIUM.

No. Date. Receipt.
1841. 1841.

1. Viscount Palmerston to Sir H. Seymour . « April 15

2. Viscount Palmerston to Sir H. Seymour . » April 22
3. Sir H. Seymour to Viscount Palmerston . - April 18° April

4, Sir H. Seymour to Viscount Palmerston . + April 26 April.
§. Viscount Palmerston to Sir H. Seymour . - May 11

One Enclosure

6. Sir H. Seymour to Viscount Palmerston . - May 21 May
One Enclosure /

7. Sir H. Seymour to Viscount Palmerston . - June 2 June
: One Enclosure

8. Viscount Palmerston to Sir H. Seymour . June 23
9. Sir H. Seymour to Viscount Palmerston . - June 29 July

10. Earl of Aberdeen to Sir H. Seymour . Oct. 30

il. Earl of Aberdeen to M. Van de Weyer. - Nov. 12 ~
12. M. Van de Weyer to Earl of Aberdeen . - Nov. 15 Dee.
13, Sir H. Seymour to Earl of Aberdeen . - Dee. 24 Dee,
14, Earl of Aberdeen to Sir H. Seymour _ os Dec. 27 —

HANOVER.

15. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bligh . . « April 15

16, Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bligh . . . April 22
17. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bligh . . » May 11

18. Mr. Bligh to Viscount Palmerston. ty May 13 May

19, Mr. Bligh to Viscount Palmerston . = . . May 24 May
. One Enclosure ,

20. Mr. Bligh to Viscount Palmerston . . - July 8 July
One Enclosure

21. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bligh . . - duly 26
22. Mr. Bligh to Viscount Palmerston . . « July 31 Aug.
23. Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Bligh . «  « Oct. “30

24. Earl of Aberdeen to C. Kilmansegge - . Nov. 12
_ 25. EarlofAberdeen to Mr. Bligh - .« 9. Dee. 27

SAXONY.

26, Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Forbes . - April 15

27. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Forbes « . 7 April 22
28, Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Forbes . : . ay 11

Dec.

18

31

12

June 6 June 21

15

SUBJECT.
Page

Treaty with the Argen-
tine Confederation . 1

Convention with Hayti. ib.
Acknowledgment of

Despatch . . - 2
Ditto ditto. - ib.
Proposed Instruction to

Belgian Functionaries
in Slave - holding

- Countries . .
Ditto Ditto . .

Ditto Ditto . .

Ditto Ditto . .
Ditto Ditto . .
Papers presented to Par-
hament . . |

Ditto Ditto . 2
Ditto Ditto . .
Ditto Ditto . .
For. all Laws on Slave
Trade ,. . °

Treaty with the Argen-
tine Confederation .

Convention with Hayti.
Proposed Instruction to
Hanoverian Furction-
aries in Slave-holding
Countries.

Acknowledgment of De-’
spatch . .

Instruction to Hanove-
rian Functionanes

Ditto. ditto. ;

Ditto ditto. =. .
Ditto ditto.
Papers presented to Par-

liament .. . .
Ditto ditto . .
For all Laws upon Slave
Trade =. .

Treaty with the Argen-
tine Confederation

Convention with Hayti.
Instructions to Saxon

Funetionaries in Slave-
holding States . .

Acknowledgment of De-
spatches. =, .

Saxon Functionaries in
Slave-holding States <

Papers presented to Par-
~ liament . . .
Ditto ditto . .
Ditto ditto . .
For all Laws on Slave
Trade ° * e

ib.

ib.

ib,

ib.

ib.

ib.

ib.

ib.

ib.

10
ib,

ib.

il
ib.

ib.

ib.

12

ib.
13
ib.

ib.



vi List oF PAPERS.

SWITZERLAND.

No. Date. Receipt.
1841. 1841.

35. Viscount Palmerston to My. Morier « . . April 15

36. Viscount Palmerston fo Mr. Morier . . . April 22

37. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Morier . ‘ May 11

38. Mr. Morier to Viscount Palmerston . » « May 31 June 17

39. Mr. Morier to Viscount Palmerston « . . Aug. 23 Aug. 30

. One Enclosure

40. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Morier . . - Aug. 30

41. Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Morier . - Oct. 30

42. Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Morier . - Dec. 27

 

ALBANIA—(Consular).

43. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Saunders. .
One Enclosure

.44, Viscount Palmerston to Mr, Saunders .

May

July

8

31

 

ALGIERS—(Consular).

45, Circulars to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls . May 8

 

 

OneEnclosure

46, Circulars to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls . July 31

47, Mr. Béll to the Earl of Aberdeen. . Oct. 13 Nov. il

EGYPT—(Consular).

48. Circular to British Consuls and Viee-Consuls . May §&

49, Mr. Chasseaud to Viscount Palmerston . . June 318 July 7

50. Circular to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls July 31

51. Mr. Stoddart to Mr. Backhouse . . Sept. 18 Oct. 21

52. Earl of Aberdeen to Col. Barnett Oct. 38

53. Earl of Aberdeen to Col. Barnett . . « Dec. 27

GREECE.

54. Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston = « - Jan, 22 Feb. 11
Two Enclosures

55. Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston . Jan. 28 Feb. 24

, One Enclosure

56. Viscount Palmerston to Sir E. Lyons. - Mar. 19
Three Enclosures

_§7. Sir E, Lyons to Viscount Palmerston . Feb. 22 April 6

oe _ Ten Enclosures .

$8. Sir E: Lyons to Viscount Palmerston . - Mar. § April 6

59. Sir Ey Lyons to Viscount Palmerston. . Mar. 22 April 13
» Six Enclosures

60. Viscount Palmerston to Sir E.Lyons . . April 15

61. Viseount Palmerston to Sir E. Lyons . «. April 20.

62. Viscount Palmerston to Sir E. Lyons - « . April 22

63. Viscount Palmerston to Sir E. Lyons . » May 11

64. Sir E, Lyons to Viscount Palmerston . . April 13 May 11
Five Enclosures

65. Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston = « . April 22 May 11
. Four Enclosure

-66. Sir-E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston. - May. 10 June 8
Two Enclosures

67..Viscount Palmerston to Sir E, Lyons . _« June 10
68, M. Tricoupi to Viscount Palmerston . . June 19 June 21

oe One Enelosure

69. Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston =. . June 8 July 5
. Two Enclosures

70. Viscount Palmerston to M. Tricoupi. . . July 7
71. Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston  —. . June 12 Aug. 9

oa . Three Enclosure

72. Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston * June 19 Aug.

SUBJECT.

Treaty with the Argen-
tine Confederation ,

Convention with Hayti,
Proposed Instruction to

Swiss Functionaries in
Slave-holding Coun-

tries ‘ .
Ditto ditto, =:
Ditto ditto . .

Ditto ditto . .
Papers presented to Par-
lament . .

For all Laws upon Slave
Trade. . :

Not to hold Slave Pro-
perty . . .

Greek Law . . .

Not to hold Slaves .
Greek Law . . .
Ditto ditto . .

Not to hold Slave Pro-
perty . . °

Ditto ditto . .
Greek Law . . .
Ditto ditto .
Papers presented to Par-

liament . . .
For ali Laws on Slave
Trade. . .

“ Miltiades” detained at
Cephalonia. .

Ditto ditto . .

Ditto ditto . .

Ditto ditto . .

Slave Trade in Greek
Vessels -. so

* Miltiades.” GreekCon-
sulat Cephalonia .

Treaty with Argentine
Confederation . .

‘‘ Miltiades.” Proposed
Law . . .

Convention with Hayti ..
Proposed Instruction to
Greek Functionaries in
Slave-holding Coun-
tries . . .

“Miltiades.” GreekCon-
sul at Cephalonia .

Law against Slave Trade’

“ Miltiades.” Greek Con-
sul-at Cephalonia.

Law . o.
Ditto ditto. .

Law and Instructionsto
Greek. Functionaries «

Law . « . .
“* Miltiades.” Greek Con-

_ sulat Cephalonia
Instructions to Grecian

Functionaries in Slave--
holding States . .

Page

14
ib.

ib,
ib,
15

ib.

16

ib.

7

19
ab.
ib.

22
23

24

26

37,

38

44

ib.
45

ib,

ib.
48

52
54
ib.

55
56

ib.

59



Last or Papers,

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vil

No Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page
1841, 1841.

73, Sir E. Lyons to,ViscountPalmerston . Aug. .13 Sept. 9 Law . . oe - 60
Two Enclosures

4, Viscount Palmerston,to Sir E. Lyons. . Aug. .26 Grecian Agentsin Slave-
holding Countries . 64

95, Sir E. Lyons to the Earl of Aberdeen. Sept. 21 Oct. 14 Grecian-functionariesin
OneEnclosure Slave-holding Conun-

- tries 65

76. Earl of Aberdeen to SirE. Lyons . ° Oct, .30 Paperspresented to Par- .
liament . - ib.

77. Earl of Aberdeen to M. Tricoupi - Nov. 12 Ditto ditto. « ib.

7g, Earl of Aberdeen to Sir E. Lyons . - Dec. 27 For all Laws on Slave _
Trade. . . ib.

GREECE—(Consular).

79, Viscount Palmerston to British Consuls . « July 31 Law . oe +, 66

90. Mr, Consul Green to Viscount Palmerston » Sept. 6 Oct. 11 Ditto ditto . .. ib.

MOROCCO—(Consular).

8). Circular to British Consul and Vice-Consnl . May 3 Notto hold Slave Pro-- ,
perty . e 6

82. Mr. Hay to Viscount Palmerston. . May 31 June 14 Ditto ditto . . ib.
83. Circular to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls. July 31 Greek Law . . » db.

84. Mr. Hay to Viscount Palmerston . «  . Aug. 18 Sept. 6 Ditto ditto . . ib.

85, Earl ofaberdeen to Mr. Hay . . . Oct. 30. Papers presented to Par-
Tiament 68

.g6. Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Hay : . - Dec. 27 For all Laws on Slave
Trade. . « ib.

PALESTINE.

87. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Young . - May 8 Not to hold Slave Pro-
, perty e . » 69

88. Viscount Paimerston to Mr. Young . - July 31 Greek Law . . » ib.
89. Mr. Young to Viscount Palmerston July 8 Sept. 9 Ditto ditto . - ib.

PERSIA.

"90. Viscount Palmerston to Sir John M‘Neil - July 2 To eollect Information
asto Slave Trade . 70

91. Earl of Aberdeen to Sir John M‘Neil « Dee. 27 For all Laws on Slave
Trade. * . 71

SYRIA—(Consular).

92. Circular to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls. May 8° Not to hold SlavePro-
. perty. . . 72

93. Cireular to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls . July 31 Greek Law. .« «. 72

TURKEY.
: . 1840, . 1841. : . :

94. Viscount Ponsonby:to Viscount Palmerston . Dec. 27 Feb. 8 Probable failure of any
. a attempt to abolish

. . 1841, Slavery . 73
95. Viscount Palmerston to: Viscount Ponsonby . April 15 Treaty with the Argen-

tine Confederation .. 74
96. Viscount Palmerston to Viscount Ponsonby .. April .22 Convention with Hati . ib.
97. Viscount Palmerston to Viscount Ponsonby June 23. Measures taken. against

Two Enclosures SlaveTradeby the Bey
: - of Tunis . ib.

98, Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Bankhead « « Oct. 30 Papers presented to Par-
Jiament . - ib.

99. Earl of Aberdeen to Mahomed Fuad Effendi . Nov. 12 Ditto ditto. - ib.
100. Earl of Aberdeen to Sir S. Canning . - Dec. 27 For all Laws on Slave

Trade. . » ib.

TURKEY—(Consular).

101. Cirenlar to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls . May 8 Net to hold Slave Pro-
75

102, Mr, R. W. Brant to Viseount Palmerston - June 25 July 31 Astofo lang Slave Pro- 5
. perty . ° » ib.



 

vili List or PAPERS.

No.
Date. Receipt.
1841. 1841.

103. Mr. J..Brant to Viscount Palmerston - - June 30 July 30

104, Mr. Kerr to Viscount Palmerston . . June 30 July 31

105. Mr. Blunt to Viscount Palmerston . - July 8 July 31

106. Circular to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls . July 31

107. Mr. Cartwright to Viscount Palmerston . . July 14 Aug. 6

108. Mr. Sandison to Viscount Palmerston. Aug. 17 Sept. 20

199. Mr. Cartwright to Viscount Palmerston . . Sept. 15 Nov. 2

TRIPOLI.—(Consular.)

1840.

110. Colonel Warrington to Viscbunt Palmerston . Dec. 11 Jan. 14
” 1841.

111. Viscount Palmerston to Colonel Warrington . May 8

119. Colonel Warrington to Viscount Palmerston - April 9 May 11

113. Viscount Palmerston to Colonel Warrington « May 18

114. Colonel Warrington to Viscount Palmerston . June 14 July 7

115. Circular to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls . July 31

116. Colonel Warrington to Viscount Palmerston . July 1 Aug. 9
One Enelosure

117. Colonel Warrington to Viscount Palmerston . July 20 Sept. 6
One Enclosure

118. Colonel Warrington to Viscount Palmerston . Sept. 1 Oct. 10

. One Enclosure

119. Colonel Warrington to Viscount Palmerston « Sept. 3 Oct. 10

120, Colonel Warrington to Viscount Palmerston . Sept. 17 Oct. 14

321. Earl of Aberdeen to Colonel Warrington . Oct. 30

122. Colonel Warrington to the Earl of Aberdeen . Oct. 23 Nov. 10
Four Enclosures

123. Colonel Warrington to the Earl of Aberdeen . Oct. 24 Dec. 5

Two Enclosures

124. Colonel Warrington to the Earl of Aberdeen. Noy. 2 Dee. 5
One Enclosure

125, Earl of Aberdeen to Colonel Warrington - Deg. 27

 

TUNIS.—(Consular.) |,

 

126. Viscount Palmerston to Sir T. Reade. . March 18

. One Enclosure

127. Sir T. Reade to Mr. Backhouse . + Feb. 27 April 6
One Enclosure

128, Viscount Palmerston to Sir T. Reade. « May 8

129. Sir T. Reade to Viscount Palmerston - - April 30 June 8
Two Enclosures

130. Sir T. Reade to Viscount Palmerston. . May 12 June 8

131. Viscount Palmerston to Sir T. Reade . - June 22

132. Viscount Palmerston to Sir T. Reade. . June 23
; ; One Enclosure

133. Circular to British Consul and Vice-Consuls . July 31

134. Sir T. Reade to Viscount Palmerston . . June 4 Aug. 9

135. Sir T. Reade to Viscount Palmerston. . Aug. 10 Sept. 9

136. Sir T. Reade to Viscount Palmerston . . Sept. 7 Oct. 14
Two Enclosures

137. Earl of Aberdeen to Sir T. Reade . . Oct. 30

138. Earl of Aberdeen to Sir T. Reade « . Dec. 27

BOLIVIA.

Lo. 1840. 1841,

139. My. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston . » Oct. 1 Mar 7

. . Two Enclosures

140. Mr. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston . . Oct. 4 Mar 8
: 1841,

141. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Wilson Mar. 19°

142. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Masterton . April 15

143, Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Masterton. . April 22

144, Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Wilson : . May 11

SUBJECT. Page

As to holding Slave Pro-
perty . . 75

Ditto ditto. | 7%
Ditto ditto . . ib.
Greek Law . ‘ . ib.
On holding Slave Pro-
perty  . «ib,

Ditto, and state of Sla-
very at Brussa . . 77

Greek Law . . . ib.

Slave Trade bythe Arabs 78

Not to hold Slave Pro-

perty - . - ib
Slaves arrived at Ben-

gazi. “oe - ib.
To urge Sheik Abgelled

to abolish Slave Trade 79
On holding Slave Pro-
perty . e - ib.
Greek Law . . - ib,
Sheik Abgelled . . ib.

Slave Trade at Bengazi. 80

Sheik Abgelled . . 8%

Ditto . . . - 83
Greek Law . . « ib.
Papers presented to Par-
liament . . . ib.

Sheik Abgelled 84

Ditto. . ° « 85

Ditto . . . » 86

For all Laws on Slave
Trade. e . 87

“ Miltiades.” M. Gas-
pary . * e 88

Ditto. M.Nyssen « 88

‘Not to hold Slave Pro-
perty . . » 89

Exportation of Slaves
forbid by the Bey . 90

Ditto ditto . *. 92

Ditto to thank the Bey. 93

M. Nyssen .« . . ib.

Greek Law. . . ib.

“ Miltiades.” M. Gas-
pary . . - ib.

Abolition ofExportTrade
in Slaves . . -. 95

Public Slave-market abo-
lished . . ib.

Papers presented to Par-
liament . . - 98

For all Laws on Slave
Trade. .. «+ ib.

Treaty signed Sept.25. 99

Pope’s Brief published . 101

Treaty. Approval - ib.
Treaty with the Argen-

tine Confederation . ib.
Convention with Hayti. 102
Proposed Instructions to

Bolivian Functionaries
inSlave-holdingStates ib.



List oF PAPERs. ix

Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page
1840, 1841,

145. Mr. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston . Nov. 2 June 3 Treaty. Report.of Con-
One Enclosure press . . - 102

146. Mr. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston . . Nov. 2 June 3 Bolivian Ratifications . 104

147. Mr. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston . . Nov. 10 June 3 Project of Law on Slave

Three Enclosures Trade. : « ib.

CENTRAL AMERICA.

, 1841. ,

148.7Cireular to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls . April 15 Treaty with Argentine

a oN , Confederation . . 107

149. Cireular to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls . April 22 Convention with Hayti. ib.

180. Circular to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls . May 8 Not fo hold Slave Pro- ib
. perty . . « ib.

191. Cireular to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls . Oct. 30 Papers presented to Par-
lament . . » ib,

152. Circular to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls . Dec. 27 For all Laws on Slave

: Trade . . » ib.

CHILE.

1840. 1841. .

153. The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerston. Oct. 18 Feb. 16 Treaty. Sanction by
Congress douhtful , 108

154. The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerston . Nov. i Feb. 16 Acknowledgment of De- be
spate . . » ib.

155. The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerston . Nov.- 14 Feb. 20 Ditto ditto . . ib.

156. The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerston . Nov. 20 Feb. 20 Treaty. Proceedings on
One Enclosure ‘Receipt of Ratification 109

: 1841.

157. Viscount Palmerston to the Hon. J.Walpole . March 16 Treaty. Duration - 110

158. Circular to Consuls. a . . - April 15 Treaty with the Argen-
tine Confederation . 111

159. Cireular to Consuls . .- . . April 22 Convention with Hayti. ib.

160. Cireular to Consuls and Vice-Consuls_. - May 8 Not to hold Slave Pro-_ .
‘ perty  . . - ib.

: : 1840. . /

161. The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerston . ‘Dec. 26 May 10 Convention, signed Nov.

One Enclosure 25,1840 . . . ib.

: 1841,

162. The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerston , Jan. 12 May 10 Treaty. Proposed Limi- 1
ation. . - 114

163. Viscount Palmerston to the Hon. J. Walpole . May 11 Proposed Instruction to
Chilian Functionaries
in Slave - holding
Countries.” * 2 15

164. Viscount Palmerston to the Hon. J. Walpole . June 8 Treaty. Proposed Limi-

One Enclosure tation. . . ib.

165. The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerston . Feb, 21 June 7 Convention approved by
One Enclosure Congress . +. - 16

166. The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerson . May 15 Sept. 24 Treaty. Proposed Limi- - ,
ation . . » 1

167. The Earl of Aberdeen to the Hon. J. Walpole. Oct. 30 Paperspresented to Par- i
jament . . . ib.

16g. The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerston . June 27 Noy. 22 Acknowledgment of De-
spatch . . . 118

169. The Hon. J. Walpole to Mr. Bidwell. . July 22 Dec, 1 , Treaty. . os . ib

170. The Earl of Aberdeen to the Hon. J. Walpole . Dee (31 For all Laws on Slave
Trade. . + ib.

EQUATOR.

1840. 1841, : .

171. Mr. Cope to Mr. Bidwell. , . . Sept. 1 Jan. 2 Pope’s Bull, published at
Quito. . - 119

172. Mr. Cope to Viscount Palmerston . ° . Oct. 30 Feb. 20 Acknowledgment of De- —
: . spatch . . » ib.

. : 1841. .

173. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Cope . « .« April 15 Treaty with the Argen- —

. C tine Confederation ib.

174, Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Cope . . April 22 onvention with Hayti. ib.

175. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Cope . . May 8 Not to hold Slave Pro- 120

‘ perty . . .

176. Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Cope . Oct. 30 Papers presented to Par-
liament . - ib.

177. Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Cope . . . Dee. 27 For all Laws on Slave —

- rr Trade . . . ib.

. . Cope . . . Dee, - 31 oendeavourtoconclude —
178. Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Cop ieSiave'Tuade Treaty ib.

MEXICO.

1840. 1841. | .

179. Mr. Pakenham to Viscount Palmerston . Dec. 19 Feb. 15 Treaty. Plenipotentiary

One Enclosure 121

 

 

 

 

Crass D.

appointed . .

6



180. Mr. Pakenham to Viscount Palmerston . .

181i. Circular to Minister and Consuls . . .

182. Circularto Minister and Consuls

183. Mr. Pakenham to Viscount Palmerston . .

184, Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Pak

185. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Pakenham * .

186. Mr. Pakenham to Viscount Palmerston . .

187. Mr. Pakenham to Viscount Palmerston . .

188. Mr. Jolly to Mr. Bidwell =.

189. Mr. Jolly to Mr. Bidwell —.
190. Circular to Her Majesty’s Ministers

191. Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Pakenham’ se .

192. Eart of Aberdeen to Mr. Pakenham

193. Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Pakenham . » Dee.

List or PAPERS.

 

194, Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hoo

195. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hood . . .

196. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Mandeville . .

197, Viscount Palmerston.to Mr. Hood .

198. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hood . . .

199. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Mandeville . .

260. Mr. Hoodto Viscount Palmerston . . .

201. Mr. Dale to Viscount Palmerston . .

202. M. Ellauri to Viscount Palmerston ° .

203. Viscount Palmerston to M. Ellauri . .
204. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Dale .

205. Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston . .

206. Mr. Dale to Viscount Palmerston

907. Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston .

208. Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston .

209. Mr, Dale to Viscount Palmerston . . .

210. Earl of Aberdeen to H. M’s, Consul . .

211. Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston . .

212. Earl of Aberdeen to H. M’s. Consul . .

213. Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Mandeville .

 

Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page
1841. 1841,

Jan. 25 March19 Treaty. Negotiations
concluded ° - 121

April 15 Treaty with Argentine
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Feb. 23 June 14 Proposed Measures of
Two Enclosure: the Montevidean Go-

vernment respecting
‘Slave Property. - ib.

. March24 June 14 Rightof aSlave freed by
One Enclosure a British Subject to

British Protection . 132
May 6 Aug. 18 Rio de la Plata. Slave

Trade Convention . 133
Aug. 26 Diito ditto . - 134
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1840.

Ditto

SUBJECT.

Treaty with the Argen-
tine Confederation .

Convention with Hayti.

Not to hold Slave Pro-
perty . . °

Papers presented to Par-
liament .° . .

Ditto difto . .
Ditto ditto. | -
For all Laws upon Slave
Trade. ° .

Treaty . ° e

Manumission of four
. Slaves by the Govern-
ment . . .
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No. 1.

_ Viscount Palmerston to Sir G. H. Seymour.

Sir, Foreign Office, April 15, 1841.

I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, two copies of a,

Treaty concluded at Buenos Ayres, on the 24th of May, 1839, between Her
Majesty and the Argentine Confederation, for the Abolition of the Slave
Trade.

The ratifications of this Treaty were exchanged at Buenos Ayres on the 16th
of May, 1840.

 

I am, &c.
(Signed) - PALMERSTON.

Sir G. Hamitton Seymour, G.C.H. co
&e. Se. &e.

No. 2.

Viscount Palmerston to Sir G. H. Seymour.

Sir, a Foreign Office, April 22, 1841.

I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, two copies of a Con-
vention concluded at Port au Prince on the 23rd of December, 1889, by which
the Republic of Hayti has acceded to the Conventions for the Suppression of
the Slave Trade, concluded: between His late Majesty and the King of the
French, on the 30th of November, 1831, and the 22nd of March, 1833.
The ratifications df this Convention were exchanged at Port au Prince on

the 20th of October, 1840.
Tam, &c.

. (Signed) PALMERSTON.
Sir G. Hamilton Seymour, G.C.H.

ge. Fe. fe.

 

Cuass D.



2 BELGIUM.

No. 3.

Sir G. H. Seymour to Viscount Palmerston.

Brussels, April 18, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received April 22.)

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s De-

spatch of the 15th instant, transmitting to me two copies of a Treaty concluded

at Buenos Ayres on the 24th of May, 1839, between Her Majesty and the

Argentine Confederation for the Abolition oftheSlave Trade.
ave, &c.

(Signed) G. H.SEYMOUR.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

&e. §e. Se.

 

No. 4.

Sir G. H. Seymour to Viscount Palmerston.

Brussels, April 26, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received April 29.)

I wave had the honour to receive your Lordship’s Despatch of the 22nd
of April, transmitting to me two copies of a Convention concluded at Port au

Prince on the 23rd of December, 1839, by which the Republic of Hayti has
acceded to the Conventions for the Suppression of the Slave Trade, concluded
between His late Majesty and the King of the French on the 30th of Novem-
ber, 1881, and the 22nd of March, 1833.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) G. H. SEYMOUR.

The Right. Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. Se. &e.

No. 5,

Viscount Palmerston to Sir G. EH. Seymour.

Sir, Foreign Office, May 11, 1841.

Ir would appear from information which has reached Her Majesty's
Government, that persons appointed by European Governments to reside as
Ministers, or Consuls, or Agents, in slave-holding countries, are sometimes in

the habit of hiring and maintaining slaves, and of engaging in undertakings in
which slave-property is concerned. .
As by such practices the functionaries in question give an indirect sanction

to slavery, and appear to countenance measures which tend to create a demand

for slaves, Her Majesty’s Government has addressed to all British functionaries

in slave-holding countries the circular letter of which I enclose a copy; and as
Her Majesty’s Government think it very important that the opinion of the
Belgian Government should be expressed upon this subject in such a manner
as to afford an additional discouragement to the Slave Trade, Her Majesty’s
Government think that much good would be effected in this respect, if the
Belgian Government would address to its Agents in slave-holding countries
instructions similar to those contained in the enclosed circular; and I have to
instruct you to address to the Belgian Government a note inviting them te
do so.

I am, &e.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.

Sir G. Hamilton Seymour, G,C.H.
&e. &e. Se.
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Enclosure in No. 5.

Circular to British Functionaries.

Foreign Office, May 8, 1841.

(See No. 48.) .

 

No. 6.

Sir G. H. Seymour to Viscount Palmerston.

Brussels, May 21, 1841.

. My Lorp, (Received May 24.)

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s De-

spatch of the 11th instant, and to transmit a copy of the note which, in obedi-

ence to your Lordship’s orders, I have addressed to Count Menlenaere, request-

ing that instructions may be sent to the agents of the Belgian Government in

slave-holding countries directing them to refrain from giving any encourage-

ment to slavery by hiring and maintaining slaves, and engaging in undertak- —

ings in which slave property is concerned.. a
I have, &e.

(Signed) — G. H. SEY MOUR.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., —

Se. &e. Se.

 

Enclosure in No. 6..

Sir-G. H. Seymour to Count Menlenaere.

Brussels, May 19, 1841.

Tur Undersigned, &e., has the honour to acquaint His Excellency the

Minister for Foreign Affairs of His Belgian Majesty that, from information

which has reached Her Majesty’s Government, it appears that some indirect

countenance has been given to slavery in slave-holding countries by the

practice of the public agents of some European countries of hiring and main-

taining slaves, and engaging in undertakings in slave property is concerned.

In consequence of this practice, and of the evil results to which it has given

rise, Her Majesty’s Government have addressed to’ all British functionaries in

slave-holding countries the circular letter of which the Undersigned has the

honour of enclosing a copy; and-he has it in command at the same time to repre-

sent to His Excellency the importance which is attached by Her Majesty’s

- Government to the co-operation in the cause of humanity of a Government so

enlightened as that of Belgium, and the desire felt that instructions similar to

those herewith enclosed should be sent by the Belgian Goverment to its agents

in slave-holding countries. . oo

The Undersigned, in respectfully pressing upon the attention of the Minister

of Foreign Affairs an object which 1s justly considered by Her Majesty’s Go- .

yernment to be of great importance, avails himself of this opportunity, &c.

. (Signed) G. H. SEYMOUR.

His Excellency Count Menlenaere, :

- §e. &e. &e..

 

No. 7. .

Sir G. H. Seymour to ViscountPalmerston.

Brussels, June 1, 1841.

My Lorp, . "(Received June 3.)

Tue Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs has returned the answer, of

which I have the honour of enclosing a copy, to the note which, by your Lord-

ship’s directions, I addressed to him on the 19th ultimo.



4 BELGIUM.

I have refrained from acknowleding the receipt of the letter, in which Count
Menlenaere expresses his entire acquiescence in the measure suggested by your
Lordship for further discountenancing the Slave Trade, from feeling that
should do so with infinitely more effect if I may be permitted to state that the
reply of the Belgian Minister has given satisfaction to Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment.

I have, &e.
(Signed) G. H. SEYMOUR.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
. &e. &e. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 7.

Count Menlenaere to Sir G. H. Seymour.

Monstrgur LE CHEVALIER, Bruzelles, le 28 Mai, 1841.

J’al regu avec un vif intérét la note du 19 de.ce mois, par laquelle vous
avez bien voulu m’envoyer copie d’une circulaire adressée par le Gouvernement
de Sa Majesté Britannique 4 tous les fonctionnaires accredités dans les pays
non-abolitionistes de la Traite des Négres.

Les sentimens d’humanité qui animent le Gouvernement du Roi vous sont
trop connus, Monsieur le Chevalier, pour que j’ai besoin de vous exprimer
qu'il s’associe entiérement aux principes de justice et équité que la circulaire
precitée a en vue defaire. prevaloir, et qu'il accueillera toujours avec empresse-
ment les mesures que le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique croira devoir
prendre pour atteindre un but aussi louable.

‘Je saisis cette occasion, &c.

 

(Signé) COMTE DE MENLENAERE.

Ai Monsieur le Chevalier G. H. Seymour,
Sec. Se. Se.

(Translation.)

Sir, Brussels, May 28, 1841.

I wAvE received with lively interest the note of the 19th instant, in
which you had the goodness to send to me a copy of a circular addressed by
the Government of Her Britannic Majesty to all the functionaries accredited
in countries where the Slave Trade is not abolished.
The sentiments of humanity which animate the Government of the King are

so well known to you, Sir, that I need not express to you that it concurs
entirely in the principles of justice and equity which the circular above men-
tioned has it in view to make prevalent, and that it will always receive with
readiness the measures which the Government of Her Britannic Majesty think

- proper to take for ataining so laudable an end.

 

I avail, &e.
(Signed) COUNT DE MENLENAERE.

Sir G. H. Seymour, — /
Se. §e. §e. *

No. 8.

Piscount Palmerston to Sir G. Hi. Seymour.

Sir, . . Foreign Office, June 23, 1841.

I HAVE received your Despatch of the Ist instant, enclosing a copy of
the Reply of the Belgian Minister to the note which, under my directions, you
had addressed to him, transmitting a copy of my Circular of Instruction, of
the 8th of May last, to all Her Majesty’s functionaries residentin countries
where Slavery is not abolished. ©
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I have to desire that you will express to the Count de Menlenaere the thanks

of Her Majesty’s Government for that reply.
Lam, &c.

(Signed) PALMERSTON.

Sir G. Hamilton Seymour, G.C.H.

&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 9.

Sir G. H. Seymour to Viscount Palmerston.

Brussels, June 29, 1841.

My Lorp,
(Received July 1,)

I wave had the honour to receive your Lordship’s Despatch of the 23rd

instant, and, in obedience to your instructions, have expressed to Count cde

Menlenaere the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for his ready acquiescence

in the measures to be taken for the discouragement of Slavery.

 

Ihave, &c.

. (Signed) G. H. SEYMOUR.

The Right Hon. Viseount Palmerston, G.C.B.

Se. &e. &e.

No. 10.

‘The Earl ofAberdeen to Sir G. H. Seymour.

Sir, | Foreign Office, October 30, 1841.

1 HEREWITH transmit for your information a copy of a series of Papers

relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to the two Houses of —

Parliament, during the present Session, by Her Majesty’s command.

Tam, &c.
(Signed) ABERDEEN.

Sir G. H. Seymour, G.C.H.
&e. &e. Se.

 

No. 11. . |

The. Earl of Aberdeen to M. Van de Weyer.

_ Foreign Office, November12, 1841.

Te Earl of Aberdeen has the honour to transmit herewith to M. Van

de Weyer, for his information, a copy of a series of Papers relating to the

Slave Trade, which were presented to the two Houses of Parliament during

the last Session, by Her Majesty’s command.

 

No. 12.

M. Fan.de Weyer to the Earl ofAberdeen,

Londres, le 15 Novembre, 1841.

(Received December1.)

Monsteur VAN pE WeveER a-l’honneur d’accuser réception & Lord

Aberdeen de la série de Documents relatifs 4 la Traite des Négres que sa Seig-

neurie a bien voulu lui adresser sous la date du 12 de ce mois. Monsieur Van
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de Weyer prie le Comte Aberdeen de vouloir bien en agréer ses remercimens,
et saisit cette cccasion pour lui renouveler les assurances de Ja plus haute con-
sidération.

 

(Translation.) '

M. Van DE Weyer has the honour to acknowledge to Lord Aberdeen
the receipt of the series of Papers relating to the Slave ‘Trade which his Lord-
ship had the goodness to address to him, under date of the 12th of this month.
M. Van de Weyer begs the Earl of Aberdeen to accept his thanks, and takes
this occasion, &c.

 

No. 13.

Sir G. H. Seymour to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Brussels, December 24, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received December 26.)

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s De-
spatch of the 30th of October, transmitting to mea copy of a series of Papers
relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to the two Houses of
Parliament, during the last Session, by Her Majesty’s command.

 

I have, &c.
. (Signed) G. H. SEYMOUR.

The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.
. &e. Se Se.

No. 14,

The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir G. H. Seymour.

SIR, , Foreign Offce, December 27, 1841.

Ir being desirable that a complete collection should be obtained of all
the laws and administrative acts, both general and local, which have emanated
from the legislatures and sovereign authorities of foreign states, both previously
and subsequently to the contraction of treaty engagements, for the purpose of
regulating, restraining, or preventing the traffic in slaves, I have to desire that
you will address an official application to the Spanish Government, requesting
that an authentic copy may be supplied to you of all the laws and acts of this
description, whether of a temporary or permanent character, which may at any
time have been issued by that Government, or by its municipal and colonial

_ authorities. I have at the same time to desire that you will use your best
endeavours to obtain, through the medium of Her Majesty’s Consuls, and
through any other channels, authentic copies of any further documents which
may appear to be necessary to complete this collection, and that you will
forward the whole of these papers to me without delay. :
You will accompany the papers with accurate translations; and you will re-

imburse yourself for any expenses that:may be attendant upon the execution of
this instruction, by charging the same in your account of the extraordinary dis-
bursements of your mission. a

I am, &e.
Sir G. H. Seymour, G.C.H., _ (Signed) ABERDEEN.

Se. &e. Se.
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No. 15.

Viscount Palmerston to the Hon. J.D. Bligh. |

_ Foreign Office, April 15, 1841.

g Treaty with the Argentine Confederation. ;

(See No. 1.)
Circular sendin

. — No. 16.

Viscount PalmerstontotheHon. J. D. Bligh.

Foreign Office, April 22, 1841.

Circular sending Convention with Hayti.

(See No. 2.)

No. 17.

Viscount Palnerston to the Hon. J. D. Bligh.

Feoreign Office, May \\, 1841.

Circular as to proposed Instructions to Hanoverian Functionaries in Slave-

~ holding Countries.

(See No. 5.)

No. 18.

The Hon. J: D. Bligh to Viscount Palmerston..

Hanover, May 13, 1841.

My Lorp, . (Received May 18.)

1 nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s De-

spatch of the 15th April, together with its enclosures.
'. [ have, &e.

 

.
(Signed) J. D. BLIGH.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. Se. &e.

No. 19.

The Hon. J. D. Bligh to Viscount Palmerston.

Hanover, May 24, 1841.

(Received May 31.)

r to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

d I enclose a copy of a note

My Lorp,

I wave the honou

Despatches of the 22nd April and 11th instant, an
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which, in accordance with your Lordship’s instructions in the latter Despatch,
I have addressed to Baron de Schele on the subject of the employment of slaves
by European functionaries.

T have, &e.
(Signed) J. D. BLIGH.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. Se. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 19.

Mr. Bligh to Baron de Schele.

Hanover, May 19, 1841.

Tue Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary, has the honour to inform His Excellency Baron de
Schele, Minister of Foreign Affairs, and of the Cabinet, that Her Majesty’s
Government, having learnt that persons appointed by European Governments
to reside in slave-holding countries are sometimes in the habit of hiring and
maintaining slaves, and of engaging in undertakings in which slave-property is
concerned, and feeling that by such practices the functionaries in question give
an indirect sanction to slavery, and appear to countenance measures which tend
to create a demand for slaves, has addressed to all British functionaries in slave-
holding countries, a circular letter, of which the Undersigned has the honour
to enclose a copy.
As Her Majesty’s Government think it very important that the opinion of

the Hanoverian Government should be expressed upon this subject in such a
manner as to afford an additional discouragement to the Slave Trade, the Under-
signed has to request the Hanoverian Goyernment to address to its agents in
slave-holding countries instructions similar to those contained in the enclosed
circular, and he makes the request in the name of Her Majesty’s Government
in the full assurance that Baron de Schele, seeing the good which may be effected
for humanity by the measure newly suggested, will cordially promote its adop-
tion by the Hanoverian Government.

The Undersigned has the honour, &c.
(Signed) J. D. BLIGH.

His Excellency Baron de Schele,
&e. &e. &e.

No. 20.

Mr. Bligh to Viscount Palmerston.

 

My Lorp, Hanover, July 8, 1841.

I nave the honour to forward to your Lordship a copy of a note which
IT have received from Baron Schele, in answer to one which, in accordance with
your Lordship’s instructions, conveyed in the Despatch of the 11th May, I
addressed to him on the subject. of the employment of slaves by Hanoverian
functionaries.

I have, &c.
. (Signed) J. D. BLIGH.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&ec. &e. Se.

 

Enclosure in No. 20.

Baron de Schele to Mr Bligh.

Le Soussigné, Ministre d’Etat, du Cabinet, et des Affaires Etrangéres,
a Vhonneur de prévenir 2 Mr. Bligh, Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Pléni-
potentiaire de Sa Majesté Britannique, en réponse a son office du 19 de ce mois,
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que les agens Consulaires Hanoveriens, résidant 4des lieux ot Ja Traite desNoirs

pest pas abolie, seront avisés, par instruction circulaire, que la possession

 @esclaves, ainsi que toute participation, directe ou indirecte, dans la ‘Traite des

' Négres, serait regardée par le Gouvernement du Roi comme incompatible avec

leur caractére public.
Le Soussigné saisit cette occasion, &c.

 

A Monsieur Bligh, (Signé) BARON DE SCHELE.

Se. Se. Se. ;

(Translation.)

Tue Undersigned, Minister of State, ofthe Cabinet, and of Foreign

Affairs, has the honour to acquaint Mr. Bligh, Envoy Extraordinary and

Minister Plenipotentiary of Her Britannic Majesty, in reply to his official letter

of the 19th inst., that all Hanoverian consular agents-residing in places where

the Slave Trade is not abolished will be advised, by a circular instruction, that

the possession of slaves, as well as all participation, either direct or indirect,

in the Slave Trade, will be regarded by the Government of the King as incom-

patible with their public character. - .
The Undersigned avails himself, &c.

 

J.D. Bligh, Esq. (Signed) § BARON DESCHELE.
&e. &e. Se.

No. 21.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bligh.

Sir, _ Foreign Office, July 26, 1841.

I HAVE received your Despatch of the 8th instant, enclosing copy of a

note from the Baron de Schele, stating that the Hanoverian Government are

aboutto ‘prohibit their agents in slave-holding countries from being directly or

indirectly interested in slave property; and I have to desire that youwill

express to theBaron de Schele the cordial thanks of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment for this communication.

Tam, &e.

The Hon. J. D. Bligh, | (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&e. Se. §&e.

 

No. 22.

Mr. Bligh to Viscount Palmerston. .

| Hanover, July 31, 1841.

My Lorp, oo (Received August 9.)

I wave had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s Despatch of the

26th instant, and I lost no time in conveyingto Baron de Stralenheim, (who

in the absence of Baron de Schele is fulfilling the functions of Minister for Fo-

reign Affairs,) the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for the communication

made to me by Baron de Schele, of the intention of the Hanoverian Govern-

ment to prohibit their agents in slave-holding countries from being directly or
‘indirectly interested in slave property.

-[ have, &c.
(Signed) J. D. BLIGH.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
Se. — «&e. Se. -

 

Crass D.
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No. 23.

The Earl ofAberdeen to Mr. Bligh.

Foreign Office, October“30, 1841.
Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 10.)

 

No. 24. |
The Earl of Aberdeen to Count Kilmansegge.

Foreign Office, November 12, 1841,

Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 11.)

 

No. 25.

The Earl ofAberdeen to Mr. Bligh.

Circular asking for all Laws upon Slave Trade. ©

, _ (See No, 14.) —
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No. 26.

Viscount Palmerston to the Hon. F. Forbes.

. Foreign Office, April 15, 1841.

Circular sending Treaty with the Argentine Confederation. —

(See No. 1.)
 

No. 27.

Viscount Palmerston to the Hon. F. Forbes.

Foreign Office, April 22, 1841.
Circular sending Convention with Hayti.

(See No. 2.)

 

No. 28. |

” Viscount Palmerston to the Hon. F. Forbes.

Foreign Office, May 11, 1841.

Circular respecting proposed Instructions to Saxon Functionaries in Slave-
holding Countries. .

(See No. 5.)

 

No. 29. _ _ .

The Hon. Francis Forbes to Viscount Palmerston. -

: - DS Dresden, May 7, 1841.

- My Lorp, - : - os _ (Received May 18.)

_ I nap the honour ofreceiving on the 28th of last month, and the 3rd
of this one, your Lordship’s two Despatches of the 15th and 22nd of April, in
the former of which were transmitted copies of a treaty concluded with the

Argentine Confederation for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and in the |
second copies of a convention concluded at Port au Prince, by which the
Haytian Republic accedes to those already concluded with France for the same
object. _ a

The unceasing and successful efforts of Her Majesty’s Government to put an
end to this infamous traffic must always be a source of the greatest pride to all
Her subjects.

I have, &c. |

BS (Signed) FRANCIS R. FORBES,

The Right Hon. Viiscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

§e. — «&e. — &e.
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No. 30.

The Hon. Francis Forbes to Viscount Palmerston.

Dresden, June 6, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received June 21.)

I wap the honour of receiving on the 22nd of May your Lordship’s

Despatch of the 11th ult., transmitting mea copy of a circular letter addressed

by Her Majesty’s Government to all British functionaries in slave-holding coun--

tries, and instructing me to address a note to the Saxon Government, request-

ing them to issue similar orders to their agents there..

{ have the honour of enclosing to your Lordship a copy of the note which

I have sent in to M. de Zeschan, (but to which I have as yet received no

answer,) and of remaining with the highest respect, &c.
(Signed) FRANCIS R. FORBES.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
Se. &e. Se.

 !

Enclosure in No. 30.

The Hon. Francis Forbes to M. de Zeschan.

Dresden, May 30, 1841.

-Tue-Government of Her Britannic Majesty, having received informa-

tion, that persons appointed by European Governments to reside as ministers,

consuls, or agents in slave-holding countries, are in the habit of buying,

hiring, and engaging slaves for their private profit and advantage, was doubly

incensed at finding that their own agents had in many imstances sanctioned

this practice by their example; and has in consequence addressed a circular

Jetter to all British functionaries in those countries, forbidding and reprobating

in strong terms a proceeding which can only tend to encourage this infamous

‘traffic, the extinction of which has been the great object of every British Mi-

nistry, of whatever party it might be.
But as the Government of Her Britannic Majesty is well aware that the

Slave Trade must finally be put an end to by the joint efforts of all the Powers

of Europe; and as it duly appreciates the importance and weight which the

expression of the opinions of the Saxon Government on this subject must carry

with it; the Undersigned, &c., has received instructions from Her Majesty’s

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to address himself to Monsieur de Zes-

chan, &c., and to request that His Excellency will have the goodness to state

to the Saxon agents in slave-holding countries the concurrence of their own

Government in the views of that of Great Britain, and to recommend them not

to employ slaves in any way. .
The well-known wish of the Saxon Government to promote religious and

civil improvement by every judicious means induces the Undersigned to hope

that it will feel the discouragement to the Slave Trade which must ensue

from their co-operation in this instance with that of Her Britannic Majesty ;

and it will record hereafter, that Saxony has also assisted in putting an end

to a traffic so repugnant to the best feelings of mankind. -
(Signed) FRANCIS R: FORBES.

His ExcellencyMonsieur de Zeschan,
Se. &e. &e.

 

No. 31,

The Earl ofAberdeen to the Hon. F. Forbes.

. Foreign Office, October 80, 1841.

Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament. |

_ See No. 10.)
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No. 82,

The EarlofAberdeen to Baron Gersdorf.

Foreign Office, November 12, 1841.

Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 11.)

 

No. 33.

Baron Gersdorf to the Earl of Aberdeen.

3, Chesterfield-street, December 14, 1841.
(Received December 15.)

M. de Gersdorf a V’honneurdeprier Son Excellence M. le Comte d’Aberdeen

de vouloir bien agréer l’expression de ses remercimens empressés pour l’envoir

obligeant d’un exemplaire des Documens Parlementaires rélatifs 4 la Traite des
Négres, par lequel sa Seigneurie a eu la bonté d’accompagner son billet du 12

de ce mois.

 

(Translation.)

M. de Gersdorf has the honour to request His Excellency the Earl of Aber-
deen t o accept the expression of his thanks for the obliging transmission of a
Copy of the Parliamentary Papers relative to the Slave ‘Trade, which accom-
panied his Lordship’s note of the 12th instant.

 

No. 34.

- The Earl of Aberdeen to the Hon. F. Forbes.

. | Foreign Office, December 27, 1841.

Circular asking for all Laws on Slave Trade.

(See No. 14.)
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SWITZERLAND.

 

Noe. 35.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Morier.

Foreign Office, April 15, 1841.
Circular sending Treaty with the Argentine Confederation.

(See No. 1.)

 

No. 36.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Morier.

Foreign Office, April 22, 1841.
Circular sending Convention with Hayti.

(See No. 2.)

 

No. 37.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Morier.

Foreign Office, May 11, 1841.

Circular respecting proposed Instruction to Swiss Functionaries in Slave-holding
countries.

(See No. 5.)
 

No. 38.

- Mr. Morier to Viscount Paimerston.

Interlaken, May 31, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received June 17.)

In obedience to the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s De-
spatch of the 11th instant, I addressed, on the 25th instant, to the Federal Di-
rectory a note embodying its contents, and enclosing a copy of your Lordship’s
Instructions to British Functionaries in slave-holding countries, as well as

of the Memorial addressed to your Lordship by the General Anti-Slavery
Convention.
The President of the Diet, who has verbally assured me of his readiness

personally to co-operate towards the object indicated in the instructions from
your Lordship above referred to, informed me that a letter to the same effect

as the memorial had been addressed by the same society to the Swiss Govern-
ment, and received by the latter a few days before.

I have, &c.
(Signed) D. R. MORIER.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. Se. &e.
 



SWITZERLAND. | 15

No. 39.

Mr. Morier to Viscount Palmerston.

Geneva, August 23, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received August 30.)

In reference to your: Lordship’s Instructions, dated the 11th of May, I

have the honour to transmit herewith the Copy of the Answer returned by the

Federal Directory to the Note which, as I informed your Lordship by myDe-

- spatch of the 31st of May, I addressed to that authority, in obedience to the

same. Your Lordship will learn, from the enclosed document, that the Fe-

deral Directory have “engaged the Swiss consuls beyond seas to abstain from

all intervention calculated to protect the Slave Trade, so contrary to the sen-

timents of humanity.”
I have, &c.

(Signed) D. R. MORTER.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

&e. Se. &c.

 

Enclosure in No. 39.

The Federal Directory to Mr. Morier.

Berne, le 14Aott, 1841.

En réponse & la communication que son Excellence M. Ja Ministre

Plénipotentiaire de la Grande Bretagne prés la Conféderation Suisse leur a faite

en date du 25 Maide l'année courante, les Avoyer et Conseil d’Etat du canton

de Berne, Directoire Fédéral, ont lhonneur d’informer M. Morier quils ont

engagé les Consuls de Commerce Suisses résidans dans les pays d’outre mer

3 sabstenir de toute intervention propre 4 protéger la Traite des Noirs, aussi

' contraire aux sentimens d’humanité.
Ils saississent cette occasion pour renouveler & son Excellence l’assurance de

leur haute considération.
(Signé) Les Avoyer et Conseil d’Etat du Canton

A Son Excellence M. Morier, de Berne, Directoire Fédéral.

Se. &e. &e.
 

(Translation.)
Berne, August 14, 1841.

In answer to the communication which his Excellency the Minister

Plenipotentiary of Great Britain to the Swiss Confederation addressed to

them under date of the 25th of May of the present year, the Magistrates and

Council of State of the canton of Berne; the Federal Directory, have the

honour to inform Mr. Morier that they have charged the Swiss Commercial

Consuls residing in countries beyond the seas to abstain from all intervention

calculated to protect the Slave Trade, as contrary to the sentiments of hu-

manity.
They avail, &c.

 

(Signed) The Avoyer and Council of State of the

His Excellency Mr. Morier, Canton of Bern, Federal Directory.

&e. &e. Se.

No. 40.

Viscount Palmerston. to Mr. Morier.

Sir, . Foreign Office, August 30, 1841.

_ I wave received your Despatch of the 23rd instant, and I have to

desire that you will convey to the Federal Directory the thanks of Her
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Majesty’s Government for the orders that have been issued to Swiss Consuls

«+t abstain from all intervention calculated to protect the Slave Trade.”

You will, however, point out that these orders do not exactly answer the

request which, by my Despatch of the llth of May, you were directed to

make to the Federal Directory; and you will repeat that request; observing

that Her Majesty’s Government cannot doubt that the Government of a nation

which, like the Swiss, has led the way in the paths of liberty, and has at all

times and in all ages held. out a noble example to all Europe by its devoted

attachment to freedom, can hesitate to give its moral support in the most

marked and emphatic manner to those powers who, like England, aré endea-

youring to put an end to the miseries caused by the Slave Trade.
I am, &c.

D. R. Morier, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&e. &ec.

 

No. 41.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Morier.

Foreign Office, October 30, 1841.

Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 10.)
 

No. 42.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Morier.

Foreign Office, December 27, 1841.

Circular asking for all Laws on Slave Trade.

(See No. 14.)
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No. 43.

Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Consul.

SIR, Foreign. Office, May 8, 1841.

1 HEREWITH transmit to you a copy of a Memorial from the General

Anti-Slavery Convention. I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Govern--

ment concurs in the sentiments expressed in that Memorial, and especially in

the opinion that it would be unfitting that any Officer, holding an appointment

under the British Crown, should either directly hold or be interested in slave

property.
I am, &c.

Her Majesty's Consul, (Signed) . PALMERSTON.
Janina.

 

Enclosure in No. 48.

GENERAL ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION, called by the Committee

of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, held in London on the
12th of June, 1840, and continued, by adjournments, to the 23rd of the

same month. .

To the Right Honourable Viscount Palmerston, Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs.

The Memorial of the Undersigned, the Chairman, on bebalf of the

General Anti-Slavery Convention, held in London on the 20th of
une, 1840— ,

Respectfully showeth, '
Tuat this Convention has learnt, with feelings of surprise and regret,

that British functionaries in the Brazils and Cuba, and other slave-holding

countries, hold slaves—that they purchase them in the public slave-market
and elsewhere—work them in mines and on sugar plantations—employ them
as domestic slaves, and sell them, or dispose of them, as necessity or caprice
may dictate.

This Convention, under a strong impression of the utter injustice of slavery
in all its forms, and of the evil it inflicts upon its miserable victims, and of the

necessity of employing every means, moral, religious, and pacific, for its com-

plete abolition, feels it to be no less than an imperative duty to submit to the
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that—the British Parliament

having declared it “just and expedient that all persons held in slavery in the
colonies of Great Britain should be manumitted and set free, and that slavery
should be utterly and for ever abolished and declared unlawful throughout the
British possessions abroad,’—functionaries of the British Government holding,

hiring, buying, or selling slaves in foreign countries, is not only an open viola-
tion of these just and equitable principles, but that it is an example which gives
countenance to the perpetuation of slavery, and to the continuance of the clan- |

destine importation of slaves, and that it does materially contribute to prevent
the extinction of slavery in those countries, and throughout the world at large,
—an object most dear to the members of this Convention, and for the consum-
mation of which they are especially assembled.

Crass D.
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This Convention, therefore, earnestly solicits the early attention of Viscount
Palmerston to the subject, and that he will be pleased to issue a declaration that
the holding or hiring of slaves, directly or indirectly, is incompatible with the
functions of any individual officially engaged in the service of the British
Government.

On behalf of the Convention,
(Signed) THOMAS CLARKSON, President.

 

No. 44.

Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty's Consul.

Sir, Foreign Office, July 31, 1841.

I HEREWITH transmit to you a copy of a letter from the Greek minister
at this Court, together with a translation of a law promulgated by the King of |
Greece on the 15th of March, 1841, prohibiting the trade in slaves, and assign-

ing penalties for the offences committed in contravention of that law.
I also transmit to you a copy of a Despatch and of its enclosures from Her

Majesty’s minister in Greece, upon the same subject ; and I have to desire that,
in conformity with the desire expressed by the Greek Government, as stated in
these papers, you will give your best assistance towards carrying that law into
effect.

Tam, &c.

W. P. Mark, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON.
Se. Se. &e.
 

Enclosures in No. 44.

1. M. Tricoupi to Viscount Palmerston, June 7-19, 184}.

2. Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston, April 22, 1841.

(See Nos. 68 and 65.)
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No. 45, . .

Viscount Palmerston to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls.

Foreign Office, May 8, 1841,

Circular against holding or being interested in slave property.

(See No. 43.)

 

No. 46.

Viscount Palmerston to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls.

oo. Foreign Office, July 31.

Circular instruction as to the execution of the Greek Law on Slave Trade.

(See No. 44.)

 

No. 4%,

Mr. Bell to the Earl of Aberdeen.

British V’ice-Consulate, Oran, October 13, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received November 11.)

_ [wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Viscount Palmerston’s

Despatch of the 31st ofJuly, with its Enclosures, respecting a law promulgated

by the King of Greece on the 13th of March, 1841, prohibiting the trade in

Slaves, and assigning penalties for the offences committed in contravention of

that law. :

I shall, my Lord, in pursuance of the instructions of your Lordship’s prede-

cessor, and in conformity with the desire expressed by the Greek Government,

as stated in these Enclosures, give my best assistance towards carrying that

law into effect. no
~ Thave, &c.

(Signed). .JOHN BELL, Vice-Consul.

TheRight Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T. -

Se. &e. _&e.

 



{ 20]

EGYPT. (Consular)

EE

No. 48.

Viscount Palmerston to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls.

| Foreign Office, May 8, 1841.
Circular on their holding or being interested in Slave property.

(See No. 43.)

 

No. 49.

Mr. Chasseaud to Viscount Palmerston.

Her BritannicMajesty's Consulate,
Alexandria, June 18, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received July 7.)
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s De-

spatch of the 8th ultimo, transmitting copies of a Memorial from the General,
Anti-Slavery Convention for this office, as well as for forwarding to Her Ma-
jesty’s Vice-Consuls at Cairo and Damietta, with suitable instructions, which
shall be duly attended to,

I have, &c. -
(Signed) G. CHASSEAUD, Vice-Consul.

TheRight Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. Se. Se.

 

No. 50.

Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Consuls and Vice-Consuls.

Foreign Office, July 31, 1841.
Circular instruction as to the execution of the Greek law on Slave Trade.

(See No. 44.)

 

No. 51.

Mr. Stoddart to Mr. Backhouse.

Her Britannic Majesty’s Consulate,
Alexandria, September 18, 1841.

Sm, (Received October 21.)

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a Despatch of the
81st July, 1841, addressed to my predecessor, Mr. Larking, and accompanied by
the copy of a law promulgated by His Majesty the King of Greece against the
trade in Slaves.

I shall carefully conform to the instructions of Viscount Palmerston, direct-
ing the British Consul at Alexandria to give his best assistance towards carrying
the above law into effect.



EGYPT. 21

I shall also transmit to the Consulate of Cairo, and to the Vice-Consulate of

-Damietta, the sets of papers forwarded hither for that purpose.
I have, &c.

(Signed) JOHN S. STODDART.

John Backhouse, Esq.

Se. &e. Se.

 

No, 52.

Viseount Palmerston to Colonel Barnett.

Foreign Office, October 30, 1841.

Circular sending printed papers.

(See No. 10.)

 

No. 53.

Viscount Palmerston to Colonel Barnett.

Foreign Office, December 27, 1841.

Circular asking for all Jaws on Slave Trade.

(See No. 14.)
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No. 54.

Sir EB. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston.

Athens, January 22, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received February 11.)

I wave the honour to enclose te your Lordship a copy of a note, which,

in obedience to the direction contained in your Lordship’s Despatch of the

22nd ultimo, I yesterday addressed to Monsieur Paicos respecting the Slave

Trade carried on under the Greek flag.
Soon after daylight this morning King Otho did me the honour of sending

to me to say, that a Projet de Loi for the suppression of the traffic should be

immediately sent to the Council of State; and I have just had this confirmed

in a letter from Mons. Paicos, of which I have the honour to transmit a copy to

your Lordship herewith.
The Greek Government received information a few days ago of a Greek

vessel having been forced by stress of weather to take shelter in one of the ports

of Cephalonia, where a French passenger informed the authorities that there

were fourteen black slaves confined in the hold.
I have, &e.

(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

TheRight Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
_ &e. Se. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 54.

Sir E. Lyons to Monsieur Paicos.

Monsieur LE SecréTarre D’Etat, Athens, January 21, 184.

Havine communicated to Her Britannic Majesty’s Government the

letter which I thought it my duty to address to you on the 9th of November

last, respecting the Slave Trade which is carried on in Greek vessels, | have

now the honour to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government have instructed

me to express to his Hellenic Majesty’s Government the deep concern with
which they have learned that Greek vessels continue to be employed in this dis-
graceful and iniquitous practice; and to add, that it might have been hoped
that, as the Greek nation have so recently been restored to freedom after a long
period of subjection, there would not have been found in that nation any man
so insensible to the value of liberty as to become instrumental in reducing his

fellow-creatures to slavery; and that Her Majesty’s Government cannot believe

that a Sovereign, born and educated, as King Otho has been, in the enlightened
kingdom of Bavaria, should knowingly permit such criminal practices to be.

carried on by any of his subjects. Her Majesty’s Government, therefore, most
earnestly entreat the attention of His Hellenic Majesty to this matter, not
doubting he will feel it essential for the honour of his crown to put an imme-
diate stop to these nefarious proceedings. .

T have, &c.
(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

Monsieur Paicos,
§e. §e. &e.
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Second Enclosure in No. 54.

M. Paicos to Sir BE. Lyons.

MonstEuR LE CHEVALIER, Athénes, ce 9 (21) Janvier, 1841.

Je m’empresse de répondre & votre communication en date de ce jour,

que je crois superflu de vous assurer que le Souverainde la Gréce, son Gouverne-_

ment, ainsi que la nation Grecque, sont remplis d’indignation contre ceux qui

ont pu oublier les devoirs de ’humanité et dela civilisation jusqu’au point de

se livrer au trafic hontéix des negres. Je crois seulement de mon devoir de

yous informer que le trafic des Esclaves est depuis long tems défendu en Gréce,

et que le Gouvernement du Roi vient d’achever, il y a quelques jours, un projet

de loi qui donne une plus grande étendue auxdispositions existantes qui in-

terdisent ce commerce, en fixant des peines analogues. J'ai de plus Phonneur de

yous observer que ce projet de loi se trouvait déja preparé, pour étre soumis &

la délibération des conseils compétens, au moment de la réception de votre com-

munication de ce jour. .
, Veuillez agreér, &c.

 

(Signé) A. PAICOS.
Monsieur le Chevalier Edmund Lyons, a

Sc. &e. &e. :

(Translation.)

Monsieur Le CHEVALIER, Athens, January 9 (21), 1841.

I wasTEN toreplyto your communication ofthis day’s date, that I think
it superfluous to assure you that the Sovereign of Greece, his Government, and

the Greek nation, arefilled with indignation against those who have been capa-
ble of forgetting the duties of humanity and civilization so far as to engage
in the shameful traffic in Slaves. I think it only my duty to inform you that
the Slave Trade has been for a long time forbidden in Greece, and that His

Majesty’s Government has some days since completed thedraft of a law, giving
a greater extension to the existing enactments which interdict this commerce
by affixing proper penalties.

I have also to observe to you that the draft of a law was already prepared for
submission to the deliberation of the competent councils at the time when your
communication of this day was received.

Accept, &c.
(Signed) A. PAICOS.

 

No.55.

Sir B.Lyons to Viscount Palmerston.

: Boe oe . Athens, January 28, 184}.

My Lerp, . . - oo — (Reeeived February24.)

. I wAvE the honour, with reference to my Despatch of the 22nd instant,
to enclose herewith a copy of a letter from Sir Howard Douglas, informing me
of the detention of a Greek. vessel, with slaves on board, by the authorities of
the island of Cephalonia.

I have, &c. Hs
(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

Fe Fe,
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Enclosure in No. 55.

Sir Howard Douglas to Sir FE. Lyons.

Sir, Corfu, January 20, 1841.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that a brig under Greek colours,
having put into the harbour of Cephalonia with African slaves on board, has

been detained there by the proper authorities till the case shall be properly in-

vestigated. All the details shall, as soon as I receive them, be communicated

to you for the information of His Hellenic Majesty’s Government, who, I have

no doubt, will grieve to see the national flag prostituted to such a purpose.
Ihave, &c.

(Signed) HOWARD DOUGLAS.

Sir E. Lyons, Bart.,
Se. &e.  &e.

 

No. 56,

Viscount Palmerston to Sir E. Lyons.

Sir, Foreign Office, March 19, 1841.

I HEREWITH transmit to you acopy of a letter and of its enclosures from
the Colonial Department, containing an aecount of the circumstances under
which the Greek brig “‘ Miltiades,” with 14 slaves on board, was detained at the

port of Argostolo in the island of Cephalonia.
From these papers it would appear that you have had some correspondence

with the Greek Government upon this subject. But I have to desire, that you
will address to the Greek Government a further note, in which you will com-
municate to them the accompanying papers. You will recapitulate in that note
the principal facts of the case, and you will express the confident hope of Her
Majesty’s Government thatthe Government of Greece will, for its own honour,
punish the guilty parties in this transaction, and take the most vigorous and
effectual measures for preserving the Greek flag from the disgrace ofbeing thus
made subservient to Slave‘Trade. - .

. Iam, &c. oe
(Signed) PALMERSTON.

 

. First Enclosure in No. 56.

Mr. Stephen to Mr. Backhouse.

Sr, Downing-sireet, February 19, 1841.

I am directed by Lord John Russelt to transmit to you herewith, for the
information and consideration of Viscount Palmerston, copies of a Despatch

and its Enclosures from Her Majesty’s Lord High Commissioner to the Ionian
States, reporting the circumstances under which the Greek brig “ Miltiades,”
with 14 negro.slaves on board, has been detained at the port of Argostoli in the
island of Cephalonia. So , SS

oe ol = mt . Tam, &e. «. Do
(Signed) JAMES STEPHEN.

John Backhouse, Esq.,
Se. Se. Ge

. PS. Lenclose, by direction ofLord John Russell, a copy of a farther De-
spatch from Her Majesty’s Lord High Commissioner on the same snbject.—J. S.
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Second Enclosure in No. 56.

Sir H. Douglas to Lord John Russell.

My Lorp, Corfu, January 24, 1841.

I wave the honour to forward to your Lordship the copies of a letter

with its enclosures, addressed to my Secretary by my Resident in Cephalonia,

from which it appears that a brig under Greek colours, having negro slaves on

_ poard, has been detained by the proper authorities in the harbour of Cephalonia,

whither it had been driven by stress of weather.
Desirous that the abettors, in whatever degree, of this horrible traffic, should

be punished to the utmost, and fearing lest the laws of these States would not

do more than set the poor negroes at liberty, I forwarded the information con-

yeyed to me by my Resident, to Captain Townshend, of Her Majesty’s ship

« Tyne,” whose instructions I had hoped would have enabled him to deal with

the case as it deserved.
It appears, however, that I was mistaken, and that Captain Townshend does

not consider himself warranted to interfere in a matter already in the hands of

the Ionian authorities. a
That being the case,Ilearn from the Advocate-General, whom I have con-

sulted, that it will only be in my power to place the poor Africans at the disposal

of this Government, and dismiss the brig with its master and crew.. This de-

fect in the Ionian law is susceptible of an easy remedy, for the 11th Act of the
Qnd Parliament, which prohibits Slave Trading, empowers the proper authority

to make “such regulations as may appear necessary to detain foreign vessels

engaged in the Slave Trade, who arrive in Ionian ports, or pass through straits
or channels of the Ionian seas,” and it further authorises “ such regulations as

may from time to time be promulgated for the better attainment of this object.”
‘These regulations have not been drawn up, but I will take care that they

shall be compiled and published as soonas possible. a
I beg your Lordship’sparticular attention to the circumstance of the agree-

ment between the slave merchant and the captain of the brig having been
drawn up in the office of the person who acts as agent both to British and Fiench

Consul at Tunis, and in the presence of an officer commanding a French sloop-
of-war. I have felt it to be my duty tomake known to Her Majesty’s Consul-
General at Tunis, that he may take such steps with regard to Signor Gaspari ;

and I trust that your Lordship will not allow the French Government to remain
in ignorance of so scandalous a transaction having been carried on in the pre-
sence of an officer of the naval service without being denounced. 7

Tam happy to be able to add, that there is still a chance of the captain of the

brig beingpunished, for the Greek Consul has signified an intention ofproceed-
ing to Cephalonia, where, if, after making inquiries upon the spot, he shall be of
opinion that the tribunals of Greece would take cognizance of the case, he

would call upon the Resident to detain the vessel and crew till he can place
them at the disposal of His Hellenic Majesty’s Government.

I have therefore instructed my Resident to afford him all the information and
assistance in his power.

I have, &c.,
_ (Signed) | HOWARD DOUGLAS.

The Right Hon. Lord John Russell,
 §e. &e. “Be

(The Correspondence between Sir HowardDouglas and Sir E. Lyons will
be found in Sir E. Lyons’s Despatch to Lord Palmerston, of February 22,
1841. See No. 57.) oe

 

| ‘Third Enclosure in No. 56.

ey SirHoward Douglas to Lord John Russell.

My Lorp, Co es mo Corfu, February 3, 1841.
Wiru reference to my Despatch of the 24th ultimo, reporting to your

Lordship the detention’ of the Greek brig “ Milziade” in the harbour of Ar-
Cuass D.
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gostoli, in consequence of having negro slaves on board, I have now the
honour to inform your Lordship that I at the same time reported the matter to

Her Majesty’s Minister at. Athens, from whom I have this moment received a

communication, accompanied by copies of the Correspondence which has

passed between the Greek Government and His Excellency upon the subject ;
and assuring me that the information supplied from hence was not only
valuable, but had reached His Excellency very opportunely.

That it may assist him in his endeavours to rescue the Greek flag from the

disgrace which favouring this horrid traffic has brought upon it, is my most

ardent and sincere desire.

 

. I have, &e.
(Signed) HOWARD DOUGLAS,

The Right Hon. Lord John Russell,
&e. &e. &e.

No. 57.

Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston.

. Athens, February 22, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received April 6.)

Wirn reference to my Despatch of the 28th ultimo, in which I had the
honour of informingyour Lordship that it had been discovered by the authori-
ties of the Island of Cephalonia that a Greek vessel in the harbour had a num-
ber of African slaves concealed in her hold, I have now the honour to enclose

copies of a letter from Sir HowardDouglas, and its enclosures, containing the

details of this discovery, as well as of a letter whichI have in consequence
addressed to Monsieur Paicos, and of his reply thereto.

_ Your Lordship will observe that Monsieur Paicos still limits himself to
speaking ofa new law. I purpose calling on him to-morrow to state to him
that when Lord Powerscourt’s yacht was in Syra harbour, about three weeks
ago, a vessel.in quarantine, which did not hoist colours, but which was manned
by Greek sailors, came in and anchored alongside, and that she had about 100
black slaves on board, many of them women, naked to the waist; and I shall
not fail to tell Monsieur Paicos that Her Majesty’s Government cannot be
expected to believe that His Hellenic Majesty’s Government is sincerely de-
sirous of putting an end to this horrible traffic being carried on under the
Greek flag, until the Minister of Marine and the Consuls in Barbary and

Turkey respectively have definite and positive instructions to that effect. _
oo . | Thave, &e. _ mc

. ' (Signed) . EDMUND LYONS.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., . . a

 

First Enclosure in No. 57.

Sir Howard Dougla: to Sir Edmund Lyons.

SIR, Corfu, January 30,1841.

In conformity with what I intimated in my Despatch of the 20th in-
stant,Ihave the honour. to. forward copies of a Letter and its Enclosures,
addressedto my secretary by my resident in Cephalonia, containing informa-
tion relative to the detention of the Greek brig “‘ Miltiades,” in consequence
of her having African slaves on board. [

Desirous that the abettors, in whatever degree, of this horrible traffic should
be punished to the utmost, andfearing lest the law of these states would not do
more than merely set the poor negroes at liberty, I forwarded the information
conveyed to me by Colonel Sutherland to Captain Townshend, ofHer Majesty’s
ship “ Tyne,” whose instructions I had hoped would enable him to deal:with
the case as it deserved. It appears, however, that I was mistaken, and that
Captain Townshend does not consider himself warranted. to interfere in a
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matter already in the hands of the Ionian authorities. That being the case, I

learn from the Advocate-General, whom I have consulted, that it will only be

in my power to place the Africans at the disposal of this Government, and

dismiss the brig with its master and crew. ‘The brig has consequently been

placed at the disposal of the Greek Consul (Mr. Pizzoli), who has proceeded
to Cephalonia on purpose; and I trust the Government of His Hellenic Ma-

jesty will be enabled to deal with the parties implicated in this abominable

traffic conformably with their deserts.
I have, &e. :

(Signed) HOWARD DOUGLAS.

His Excellency Sir Edmund Lyons, Bart.
Se. &e. &e. oe

 

Second EnclosureinNo. 57.

Colonel Sutherland to Mr. Fraser. |

Srr, oo . Cephalonia, January'8, 1841.

I nave the honour to acquaint you, for the information of His Excel-
leney the Lord High Commissioner, that the Greek brig “ Miltiades,” from

_ Tunis for Candia, put into the port of Argostoli on the 6th instant, in conse-
quence of stress of weather, when it was discovered, in the course of the usual
examination by the Sanita Department at. the Lazzaretto, that besides the
28 passengers and crew of 15, sworn by the captain to be on board, though
12 only of the former were entered in the bill of health, there were also in the
vessel fourteen African negro slaves, 13 males’ and 1 female, clandestinely
embarked in the bay or gulf of Tunis, after the brig had been cleared out for.

andia. .
On being made acquainted with this circumstance, J directed the vessel to

be secured within the Mole, and the crew, passengers, and slaves brought into
the lazzaretto, and a rigid investigation entered into; and the result, as per
enclosed report from the Incaricato di Sanita, is the positive establishment of
the fact, by the confession of the captain, supercargo, and.others, as well as
by the discovery of the bill of lading, or charterparty for the transport of the
slaves, and other documents among the ship’s papers, all ‘of which are here-
with transmitted, after having been at. my. desire examinedby the advocate
fiscal, who states, as. per accompanying memorandum, that every. necessary
proof of this barbarous and nefarious transactionissatisfactory and complete;
and I accordingly directed the vessel, crew, slaves, &c., to be.detained within
the lazzaretto until I can receive His Excellency’s.instructions. .

oe — “Thave,&e
2 (Signed), -..W. SUTHERLAND..

| a OP "Golonel and Resident.
J. Fraser, Esq., OE STEP

. Se.  &e. = Ge.

- NB—It would seem, fromthetenor’of

   

 

  
    

 

raphs publistied in
. Matta time on of-slaves from

Tunis, in vessels covered bythe Hellenic flag, me es
 

Mr. Reynolds to ColonelStitherland.
oo Log wl Sanita.

Sir, - . Cephalonia, January 8, 1841,

. I wave the honour to report to you that on Wednesday, the 6th instant,
I was summoned to the “ Parlatorio”of the Lazzaret; by information that
certain passengers on board the Greek brig “ Miltiades” (anchored off the
light-house ofSt. Theodoro, and put in here from stress of weather, having
been out six days from Tunis, bound for Candia) desiredearnestly to speak to

rare occurrence.
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me, as they wanted to land here, being determined on not proceeding with
the said brig.
On arrival at the lazzaret I found one of these passengers, Dr. Corbeau, a

French medical gentleman, waiting, who stated that he had something private
to communicate to me; and, on being taken into a separate place, he told
me that he spoke in the name of all the other Frank passengers—that they
considered their lives in danger, not only from the lawless crew into whose
hands they had fallen, but also from their ignorance of navigation and of
handling the vessel, as it was evident they did not know where they were

when they discovered themselves off this island. Besides which, Dr. Corbeau

told me that the captain had received on board, in the Gulf of Tunis, 14 black
slaves, tied and bound, whom he had undertaken to deliver to some one in
Candia.

I therefore returned to the man who had passed himself off as captain (but
who afterwards turned out to be merely the scrivano), and again demanded
how many passengers he had ; he replied twenty-eight, and a crew of 15 per- ,

sons in all, comprising himself; again taking his oath to the truth of his asser-
tion ; thereby proving his bill of health to be false, as in a marginal note
thereon (evidently in a different hand-writing to the original) it is stated that
he has only 12 passengers; ‘moreover, the names of the sailors do not agree
with his muster roll.

I then ordered all the passengers and créw to be brought on shore, to un-
dergo the “ visita medica,” concealing; however, from this man the intelli-
gence given by Dr. Corbeau. On their arrival I examined separately, and on
oath, a Piedmontese passenger, named Cattin, and his wife, and also another
Frenchman, a locksmith by trade ; all of whose depositions concurred in stating
that these 14 slaves were on board.

I therefore despatched the boat of the brig, with two of its crew (and a
guardian expressly put into quarantine), escorted by the health-office boat,
to the brig, and they soon after returned, bringing with them the 14 black
slaves, namely, 13 men and 1 woman, and an old Greek, who afterwards
turned out to be the father-in-law of the scrivano, and to be the real proprietor
of the vessel, but who had been left on board as a guard. It is necessary,
however, to remark that the scrivano, on seeing his boat go away escorted by
the health-office boat, turning pale and trembling with agitation, said to me,
“Qh, Sir, you, have it in your power to ruin me,” or words to that effect. I,
feigning to misunderstand him, replied, “ How so?” “ Oh, Sir, I have some
black passengers on board, whom I have not mentioned in my costituto.”

- Previous to commencing my examination, as. soon as the visita medica was
over, I caused the different parties to be placed in separate stalie, viz., in one
the Frank passengers ; in another the Greek and Turkish passengers, with the
female slave and her owner—the 13 black slaves by themselves, and the cap-
tain, serivano, and the old owner and his son in three separate cells. I sent a

guardian and two of the crew on board, and put a boat, with a guardiano a

vista, alongside; and on the morning of yesterday (the 7th) I caused the brig
to be brought in and moored in the Mole of the Lazzaret, taking away her
sails and rudder, and sent on board the captain, owner, and crew, continuing,

however, the above-mentioned precautions of guardiani and barca 4 vista. At
the same time I caused provisions to be given to the slaves, and gave orders to
continue this until further instructions. .
I next proceeded to take the depositions of all the principal parties in

writing, from which it appears to me most clearly and satisfactorily proved

_ (though particularly so from the confession of the old Greek proprietor of the
vessel, as well as from that of the proprietor of the female slave) that the 13
male slaves were positively brought on board in the Gulf of Tunis, tied and
bound as slaves by a confessed and public SLAVE merchant, and the permit
of the Bey for their embarkation is the small slip of paper in Turkish trans-
mitted herewith, together with the other papers, whereof No. 1 is the bill of
lading for the slaves and the others, bill of lading of the cargo, consisting of
zed caps and other merchandize, together with effective money in dollars and
other specie to the amount of 8000 dollars circa.

It having come out in the course of the investigation that the 13 male slaves
were received on board at a place called Goletta, in the Gulf of Tunis,

where a certain Signor Gaspari, a Frenchman, appears to be not only French:
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put English Vice-Consul, and that he also acts in the same capacity for-most

other nations, and moreover as sanita, or custom-house agent for the Bey, and

that he had been present at the making the agreement for their freight. _

I have this morning again opened a procés-verbal, from which it appears

clearly proved by the confession of the proprietor, of the scrivano, and of the

real captain, that this Signor Gaspari really waspresentat the agreeing for the

freight, and was offered as a guarantee for the embarkation of them, and that |

he must have known of their embarkation is also proved by the depositions of

the passengers, Dr. Corbeau, Signor Cattin and his wife, and a Candiot Greek,

named Tannugli Benevachi. .
I have the honour to transmit you moreover herewith the Carte di Naviga-

zione of this vessel, besides the documents contained in the list containing the

bill of health, muster-roll, passports, &c.
. 1 have, &c.

(Signed) W. L. REYNOLDS,
. In charge ofHealth Department.

Colonel Sutherland, .
&e. &e. =§e.

P.S.—I have this instant received a reply from the prior of the Lazaret,

stating that the captain declares he cannot supply the 10 or 12 indigent Greeks

and Turks (amongst the passengers), as he has not provisions enough for his

crew to finish their quarantine; and I beg therefore to know whether or not I

am to provide them at the expense of the Government.
. ee —  W. LL. REYNOLDS.

 

Fourth Enclosure in No. 57.

(Translation.)

Report of the Proceedings on the discovery of the concealment of Slaves on

board the Greekbrig “ Miltiades.”

Lazaretto, Cephalonia, January 6, 1841.

Tue Greek brigantine “ Miltiades,” Captain Manolli Russi, in six

days, according to his declaration, from Tunis, having on board 28 passengers,

and a crew consisting of 15 persons, including the captain, having arrived in

this port, and anchored near the light-house of St. Theodore, the above-men-

tioned captain came on shore, accompanied by M. le Docteur Pierre Gaspare
Corbeau: the latter declared to the prior of the Lazaretto that he and several

other Frank passengers positively declined proceeding with the said captain,

for reasons which he would only explain to the Incaricato di Sanita in person—

Consequently, the Undersigned withdrew with the said Mr. Corbeau, and

inquired of him what he ‘had to communicate. He replied, “ Besides the bad

treatment to which we -have been exposed on board the said vessel, and its
illegal navigation, since there is no muster-roll containing the names of the
crew and passengers, it has also on board 14 slaves, in contravention of the

laws of nations, whom the captain embarked near the Goletta, at Tunis, tied
with cords, in order to deliver them as slaves to aTurk in Candia.

« After our departurefrom Tunis, the said captain, instead of making sail
and proceeding on his voyage, loitered in the Gulf of Tunis, and on the Wed-

nesday after sunset of the second day, i. e. the evening of the Wednesday after
Christmas, 13 black men were brought on board. A black. female slave was
already on board, when the others were brouglst, all bound together with
cords, accompanied by a slave merchant, personally known to me and also to
every one at Tunis as publicly exercising that trade which is permitted by
the Tunisian Government. The said slaves are on board, but they are con-
-cealed in the holdofthe vessel, and not permitted to appear on deck.

“ When we approached this island the person who gives himself out as
master, and who is at this very moment in the ‘Parlatorio,’ and likewise two
other persons who are on board, but in what capacity I do not know, sent for

us, and told us toswear to say nothing about the slaves being on board, he-

cause they knew that such traflie was against the laws of nations, and that it
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would be punished if it were discovered, threatening at the same time to kill

us all and throw us into the sea if we should reveal the fact. ‘This happened

when we were near the island; and moreover when I came upon deck, he who

passes for master asked me if I had money to buy provisions with; and upon

my. saying yes, his father (that man with a white beard) said to me, ‘If Lhad —

known that you had money, I would have thrown you into the sea.’ Just now,
whilst you were speaking to me, the soi-disané captain whispered to me, making
signs at the same time, that if I should reveal what I knew, and what was on

board, he would serve mé out (mi avrebbe servito), showing me his knife at the
same time. Therefore I implore the magistrate to take such measures as he
may consider necessary, so that I and the other Frank passengers may be per-

mitted to land in this Lazaretto, and that the slaves may be liberated. All
this I affirm upon oath as the simple and pure truth.

(Signed) “ CORBEAU.”

The boat was then ordered to return on board, and bring on shore all the
passengers; the captain, or at least he who had presented himself'as such at the
Parlatorio, having repeatedly sworn and declared that there were only 28 pas-
sengers on board. The Undersigned having said nothing about the information
received from Dr. Corbeau, on the return of the boat to the Parlatorio with
the 28 persons, called aside Mr. Giovanni Pietro Cattin, quondam Pietro, a native
of Savoy, and passenger on board the said vessel. On being requested by the
magistrate to declare upon oath all that he knew with regard to the 14 slaves
on board the vessel, he answered, “I embarked on board the said vessel at
Tunis, in order to go to Candia with my family, consisting of my wife, daugh-
ter, and servant. The captain, by delaying, made us lose two days in the Gulf
of Tunis, and on the second day I landed ‘at the Goletta, in order to complain
to a certain Gaspari, who I believe acts as Consul for all nations, against such
delay; but receiving nothing but empty promises from him that the vessel
should proceed on the arrival of the son of the captain, who had returned to
Tunis, 1 re-embarked, and, during the evening of the said day, which I believe
was the Wednesday after Christmas-day (New Style), we saw a boat arrive,
having in it the son of the captain and 18 black slaves, all of them with their
hands tied behind their backs with cords, and also a slave-merchant, whom I
had often seen selling slaves in Tunis: the slaves were untied one by one;
and, by dint of blows from a rope, were forced to come up the side, and on
arriving upon deck, were sent below into the hold, from whence they were not
allowed to go upon deck, except one by one, and always guarded. We made
sail about half an hour after they got on board; and, having a fine breeze, on
the whole we have made agood voyage; but it was evident that the crew
were most ignorant; for when we got sight of this island, no. one knew where
we were: but the captain, or-at least he who pretends to be such, thinking it
might be Cephalonia, said to-me, ‘If you will swear to say nothing about our
having black people on board,’ (he doesnot call them slaves,) ‘we will go in; but
ifyou do say anything, weare lost men.’ He and the others made us repeat this
oath until we were angry; and this very morning, when Mr. Corbeau went on

_ shore with the soi-disané ‘master, the crew, seeing that they were a long time,
-made us.a thousand menaces. against our saying anything; and when the boat
returned to take us on shore,-that man with the great. mustachios said: to -us,

. © If we had thrown you.
--.@dds, moreover, that. whils: captain was on shore at the Lazaretto, the: -
-black men wishing to come:dpon deck, two of the crew armed themselves -

~ with.sabres,and made them’go down again into the hold bydintofblows...
Having read this-over to him in French, ag this gentleman speaks Frenchwith
greater facility than Italian, he-confirmed it upon oath. OE

, 7 2 ea, (Signed) : - es Carrin.”

     

 

  

~ Signora Virginia, wife of the Signor G. P. Cattin, being interrogated, fully
confirmed the deposition of her husband concerning the bringing on board of
the 13 men slaves, with their hands tied behind them, and the negress who

»- was already on board. The-whole ef which, she said, she saw from on shore,
from the house of Mr. Gaspari, whither she had gone to complain of the delay.
This having been readto her in French, she confirmed it.

(Signed) Vireinia Catrin.

he sea, this would not have happened.” He
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Celestin Lecomte, quondam Philippe, native of Cambray,a locksmith by pro-

sion, being interrogated, confirms the depositions of the preceding witnesses;

and adds, moreover, that being sent to sleep in the hold, together with the 13

men slaves, he was positive that they were slaves, and that all the passengers

shed tears on seeing the cruel way in which they were brought on board; so

much so that, when they were unbound, they had not strength enough to get

up the side, and were foreed to do so by cuffs and blows. ‘They were accom

anied and brought on board by a slave-merchant well known to him by sight,

but not by name, and no attempt was made to conceal that they were slaves;

a fact corroborated by every act of the crew towards them during the voyage,
who only allowed them to go upon deck to satisfy the wants of nature, and then

drove them down again by blows with a rope’s end.. ,
This having been read to him in French, he confirmed it with an oath.

(Signed) § CELESTIN.

After receiving this information the undersigned ordered that the boat of the
aforesaid brig, with two sailors and one guardian, should proceed immediately
alongside, accompanied by the boat of the captain of the port, having in it Sig-
nor Luca Moraiti, Prior of the Lazaretto, and disembark the 13 aforesaid black —
slaves, and this was done without informing the sot-disant captain that anything |

"was known about the slaves who were on board; and whilst the boat was
pushing off from the mole of the Lazaretto the soi-disant captain changed co-
Jour, and exhibited all the signs of alarm. After some time, addressing himself
to the undersigned, he said, ‘Sir, you have it in your power to ruin me.”
«* What ?” answered the undersigned. “I confess,”said he, “that I have some
persons on board whom I have not mentioned.” “ And who are they ?” asked
the undersigned. “ Black men,” answered he. — - oT

In the mean time the Prior of the Lazaretto, Signor Luca Moraiti, having
arrived alongside the brig, the 13 men and the negress were brought out of the
hold, and carried on shore in the boat of the vessel, having in it likewise the

- above-mentioned eld man with the white beard, and the boat was towed and
escorted by the boat of the Sanita, and they were placed in separate stalie of the

- Lazaretto, that is, the Frank passengers apart, the Turks and Greeks in others,
the soi-disant captain in another, and the father-in-law of the captain (who is
the old man with the white beard) and a boy in another. They were secured
for the night in the Lazaretto by guards outside, and a guardian sent on board
the vessel, and a guard-boat in sight. - . oS

(Signed) WILLIAM REYNOLDS,
cS Inecaricato di Sanita.

January 7, 1841.

The aforesaid soi-disant captain being called from the stalia where he had
been placed, was interrogated as follows :—

On being asked his name,hesaid at first that his name was Emanuel Rossi,
but the undersigned having observed to him that-there was another Emanuel
Rossi, and therefore that that could not be his.real name, he admitted that his
true name was Gregorio Mavroles, of Elias, 24 years of age, native of Casso,
and by profession scrivano of the vessel “ Miltiades,” now anchored in this
port. 7 -
Why didyou give yourself out to be captain ?—Being scrivano on board I

was ordered to give my declaration in quality of captain.
Who is the real captain ?—Emanuel N. Rossi, who is in this stalia.
Why did you not mention having 14 black people on board; that is to say,

13 men and 1 woman ?—Having them on board as passengers for Candia, I
thought it useless to mention them. oo .
From whom did you receive these black people, in what capacity, and for

what object?—They were embarked by a Turk, in order to be delivered at
Canea to another Turk, and here is my agreement with him for the freight:

N.B.-——He also presented the following papers :—
No. 1.—1840, December 17, bill of lading.
No. 2.1840, December 10, ditto for 1000 pieces of 5 francs.
No.3.1840, December 11, bill for 41 ox-skins and 50 dollars.
No. 4.—1840, December 11, ditto for a box of red caps. |
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No. 5.—1840, December 11, bill for 2660 French dollars.

No. 6.—1840, December 10,ditto for 1 case of sundries and 4 packets of

dried fish. .
No. 7.—1840, December 10, bill of lading for 3000 pieces of 5 francs.

No. 8—1840, December 10, ditto for 200 pieces of 5 francs.

No. 9.—1840, December 11, ditto for 2 cases with different marks, and

another ditto.
No. 10.—1840, December 10, ditto for 1000 5-franc pieces.

No. 11.—1840, December 11, 3 cases of sundries, | package, and 1 box

sundries. . .

No. 12.1840, December 10, 1 box, and 1 package of merchandize.

No. 13.—A Turkish letter. .

No, 14.—A Turkish letter enclosing the duplicate bill of lading for the black

people, and three other Turkish letters, all marked No. 14.

Did the negroes come on board of their own accord, or were they brought by _

force ?—I did not see that they were bound; they were brought on board by a

boat.
Why were they kept concealed in the hold ?—They were not concealed, but

were kept in the hold because there was no other place for them. — .

Who is the proprietor of the vessel %—That old man with the white beard,

Giorgio M. Sacali, my father-in-law, native of Cassos ; and I beg you to tell me

what I am to do with the merchandize and with the money which I have on

board, for I do not wish to injure the merchants and shippers.

Read to him, and confirmed by him.
(Signed) | Grecorro Mavrotss.

Emanuel Rossi, of Nicola, from Cassos, captain of the vessel “ Miltiades,”

being brought forward, was asked in what capacity he served on board the

said vessel ?—I am the captain, but I do not interfere in the least now that the

real proprietor of the brig, Giorgio Sacali, ison board. I am merely nominal

captain (capitano di bandiera) on board, because he, being an inhabitant of

Canea, under the Turkish dominion, could not have the Greek flag. However,

they never let me act in anything.
Why did you not come last night to make your declaration ?—As I have

already said, they have never allowed me to make.a declaration, nor have they

ever permitted me to go anywhere.

How do those black men come to be on board !—They were brought on board,

but I do not know for what object.
This being read to him in Greek, he confirmed it and signed it.

(Signed) §Emanvex Ross.

Giorgio Sacali, of Cassos, but an inhabitant of Candia, of about 50 years

old, being called, was asked in what character he acts on board the ‘“‘ Miltiades,”

now anchored off this mole ?—I am the proprietor of that vessel.
Why did you not present yourself as such yesterday at this office ?—As the

scrivano came on shore I thought it useless. —-
Who are those 14 black people on board, and how do they come to be on

board ?-We left Tunis with the passengers who are now on board, but in

consequence of contrary winds we put back to Tunis, where a negro said to us

_ that he had brought some slaves to deliver to us as passengers, to be carried to
Candia and delivered to a Turk. We, in order to receive the freight, went to

a certain Signor Gaspari, who is a sort of consular agent, and we agreed with the
negro to take them, on the freight being previously paid. We made out the con-

tract fori dollars, they brought them on board in the evening, bound, and we

“made sail.
This having been read to him, he, not knowing how to write, made the sign

of the cross.
(Signed)

The 13 negroes being called were examined, through the interpreter Paolo
Farruggia, of Malta, who said he knew their language.
How did you come to be on board this vessel ?—-We were taken on board

bound as slaves (making signs at the same time that their hands were tied be-
hind their backs), and we did not know our destination.
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How were you treated by the captain and the crew ?—Badly, because for

every slight thing we were beaten (making signs that they were beaten), nor

had sufficient provisions been allowed us. -
The negress being brought forward, was asked how it happened that she

was on board, and replied: “I can only say that I was at home with my father

and mother, and the Greek merchant in whose possession I now am came, took

me, and carried meon board; nor do I know where he is taking me, as he has _

stolen me from my. parents.”
What is your name ?—Mariam, daughter of Ali.
The merchant whom the negress had pointed out as having kidnapped her

was asked his name, and replied: ‘‘ Constantine Laranza, quondam Asticno, of

Candia, but domiciled at Calamata, 25 years old, and by profession amerchant.”

How did the negress named Mariam come into your hands?—A Turk at

Tunis, named Ismael Aga, made her a present to me asa servant, and she is

free to go or stay, as she pleases.
Do you know whether the 13 black men are free or slaves?—I only know

that after our departure from Tunis we were obliged to put back by contrary

winds, and on approaching the Goletta in the evening I saw a boat bring those

persons on board bound, who were delivered up bound by their owner, who is

a slave-merchant, native of Tripoli.
The above having been read to him, he confirmed it. .

: His >< cross.

 

Fifth Enclosure in No. 57.

Procés Verbal of an Examination as to the . part taken by Signor Gaspari,

Vice-Consulfor England and other nations, at the. Goletta, tn the embarkation

of Slaves on board the Greek brig “ Miltiades.” ro

Lazaretto, Cephalonia, January 8, 1841.

Having read attentively the procés verbal held yesterday relative to the

14 blacks found on board the Greek vessel.‘* Miltiades,’ captain Emanuel Russo:

Perceiving that from the depositions of Giorgio Sacali, proprietor of the said

vessel; and of Gregorio Mavroles, it results that a certain Signor Gaspari, con-

sular agent of various powers at the Goletta, was concerned in the embarkation

of these negroes:
Perceiving, finally, that this act of his may interest various European powers,-

therefore, .

The undersigned determined, this day, to repair to the Lazaretto to ‘com-

mence a proces verbal relative to the part taken by the said Gaspari in the em-

barkation of the negroes. oo me ,

The proprietor of the vessel, Giorgio Sacali, having been called, it was re-

marked to him, that in his declaration of yesterday he had said that Signor

Gaspari had taken part in the embarkation of these 13 male slaves, inasmuch

as he had lent himself to arrange the freightforthe same. Ls

You are now, therefore, called upon to give every information possible re-

lative to the part taken by the said Gaspari in this affair {—~After having agreed

about the freight with the slave-merchant for the 13 slaves, I said to him:

“What surety do you give me that you will not fail to bring these slaves on

board to-morrow ?”. and he replied, “I amreadyto pay 100 dollars in case I

break my word, and do not arrive in time;..and I give you as guarantee

Signor Gaspari.” In fact, we then went to Signor Gaspari, who assured me

that if the proprietor of the slaves should break his word he himself would pay

me the hundred dollars. Co ;

This having been read to him he confirmed it, declaring that during the
drawing up of this agreement Damugli; one of the passengers, was present.

Gregorio Mavroles, scrivano ofthe vessel, being called, was asked whatpart

Signor Gaspari took in the embarkation of the negroes, and he replied :—-

“J only knowthat the contract for the freight of the said negroes was drawn

Ciass D.
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up in the office of Mr. Gaspari, and in his presence, and therefore that their

embarkation was known to him.”
This having been read to him, he confirmed it. |

_ (Signed) | Grecorio Mavrozes.

Being interrogated afresh why Signor Gaspari did not insert their names in
the patent, when he knew they were to be embarked, he answered: “I told

him to insert them in the patent, but ‘he said to me that it was of no use,
since he had their permission to embark, written in Turkish, which he gave to
me, and which I gave up yesterday to this office, with the bills of lading and

other papers.” .
This being read to him, he confirms it.

Emmanuel Rossi,captain of the said vessel, having appeared, was asked what
part Mr. Gaspari took in the embarkation of the 13 black slaves, and he an-
swered : “I know of nothing, beyond having heard that the contract for their
freight was drawn up in the presence of Signor Gaspari, and under his

harantee.” --
This having been read: to him, he confirmed it.

Damugli Benevanaki, native of Candia, but residing at Milos, by profession

a merchant, having appeared, was asked if he knew a certain Gaspari of Tunis,
and of what profession he was: “I know him; he is a Frenchman by birth,

and at Tunis, or rather at the Goletta, he performs the duties of vice-consul

_ for various nations, and also acts in the Health Office for the Bey of Tunis,

What part did the said Gaspari take in the embarkation of the 13 black

-slaves ?—I was present when the proprietor of the vessel made the contract for
freight with a Tripolitan slave merchant, and the said Signor Gaspari was pre-

- gent; but no mention was then made whether the passengers were slaves or

freemen, white or black, and the freight agreed upon was 41 dollars, and 5 per
cent, on the freight to the captain (di Cappa).

This having been read to him, he confirmed it.

Signor Giovanni Pietro Cattin, of Savoy, having appeared, was asked if he

knew a certain Gaspari at Tunis, and of what profession he was ?—I know him
extremely well. He, at the Goletta, performs the duties of Vice-Consul for

all nations, and also acts as Superintendent of the Health Office and Customs

for the Bey, so that nothing can be shipped or landed without his knowledge.
Do you know whether this Signor Gaspari took any part in the shipment of

the 13 black slaves ?—Signor Gaspari must have known of the shipment of
these black people, because in front of his house there is a draw-bridge, of

which he keeps the keys, and under which every boat must necessarily pass.

Besides this, { saw the boat with the blacks, and also the passenger Damugli
on board, remain some minutes opposite the house of Signor Gaspari.

This being read to him in French, he confirmed it.

- Signora Virginia, wife of Signor Cattin, having appeared, was asked if she
knew a certain Signor Gaspari at Tunis, and what his profession was ?—I know

him; he is a Frenchman, who, at the Goletta, performs the duties ofVice-

- Consul of various nations.
"Do you know whether this Signor Gaspari took any part in the shipment of

the blacks?—Having gone to Signor Gaspari’s in company with my husband,

to complain against the delay of the captain, he told us that the captain was
expecting other passengers, and that he could not go without them. After
this we saw a boat arrive from Tunis, with slaves and the captain on board,

which stopped opposite the house of Signor Gaspari, into which the captain — |

went, and the passenger Damugli getting into the boat, went on board the

vessel with theblack people. / goreine : SC ,

Doctor Corbeau having appeared, was asked whether he knew a certain
Signor Gaspari, and of what profession he was? He replied: “ I knowhim, and
he is Vice-Consul at the Goletta for Frence, for England, and for all other
nations, except Naples.”
Was the shipment of the 14 black slaves known to Mr. Gaspari?—Nothing
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can be shipped or landed at the Goletta without the knowledge of Signor Gas-

pari; besides, as he keeps the keys of the draw-bridge, the slaves could not be

embarked without his permission, and as it -was broad daylight when they

were embarked, he could not but have seea them. —

This being read to him, he confirms it.

Damugli Benevenaki being again ealled forward, was asked if it was true, as

several otherpassengers had deposed, thathe, from the Goletta, had embarked

jn the boat containing the blacks, and hadgone on board the vessel “ Miltiades”

with them?—Yos. wR ET Da
Were the blacks bound?—Yes.
This being read to him, he confirmed it.

/ (Signed) Damucu BENEVENAKI.

 

Sixth Enclosure in No. 87.
Colonel Sutherland to Mr. Fraser. -

Sir, . Cephalonia, January \1, 1841.

“Wir reference to my communieation of the 8th instant, and its en-

closures, relative to the detention ef the Greek brig “ Miltiades’” in the La-

zaretto of ‘this port, in consequence of having 14 negro slaves on board ship-

‘ped in the Bay of Tunis for the island of Candia, I have now the honour to

enclose a further report on the subjectfrom the Incaricato di Sanita.

 

. I have, &c.

J. Fraser, Eisq., (Signed) W. SUTHERLAND,

&e. Se. Se. Colonel and Resident.

Seventh Enelosure in No. 57.

. Mr. Reynolds to Colonel Sutherland.

Sir, Sanita,Cephalonia, January 9, 1841.

In addition to what I had the honour to submit to you in my letter of

last night, relative to the slaves on board the Greek brig “ Miltiades,” \ have

further to inform you that the proprietor, Giorgio Sacali, this morning sent me

_ word that there was present in the house of Signor Gaspari, at Goletta, on the

occasion of his making the agreement for the freight of the 13 black slaves,

the commandant of a French brig-of-war; and having immediately proceeded

to the Lazaret, and reopened a fresh proeés verbal, it has been most clearly and

satisfactorily proved to have been Mr. Annibal Cunes dfOrnano, commanding

the French brig-of-war “ Palinure,” which has been stationed at Tunis for some

months past, and who, together with two other officers, appears to have been

present at this transaction. oe
In fact, I have the honour to transmit you herewith, together with a copy

of my said process, a visiting card of that gentleman, presented me by the

witness Damugli Benevenaki. .

 

:  Thave,&c.
Colonel Sutheriand, . (Signed) W.L. REYNOLDS,

- Se. Se. §e. . - _Incharge of Sanita.

_ Eighth Enelosure in No. 57, —

 (Translation,) ~ . Health Office, Cephalonia, January 9, 1841.

_ Tx undersigned havin received a message, through the Prior of the

Lazaretto, that SignorGiorgio Sacali proprietor of the brig “ Miltiades,” under

detention in the Lazaretto until further orders, in consequence of the affair of

the black slaves, wished to inform him that when he contracted for the freight

of 18 slaves there was also present the captain of a French brig-of-war sta-
tioned at Tunis, the undersigned having gone to the room over the Lazaretto,
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and having summoned the said Giorgio Sacali, and having asked him what he
had to. say, he (Sacali) answered: ‘Sir, yesterday, when I gave you my de-
position relative to the drawing up of the contract for the freight of the 13
slaves, I omitted to. mention that there was also present on that occasion the
captain of a French brig-of-war, which has been stationed at Tunis for more
than three months, who, on hearing the slave merchant offer Mr. Gaspari to
meas guarantee, began to laugh, and turning round to Gaspari observed to
him, ‘See, they make you also security for the slaves.’ On this occasion
Damugli also was present acting as dragoman, as he knows French.”
Why did you not mention this circumstance to me yesterday?—I did not

conceal it intentionally, it had escaped me.
This beingread. to him, he confirms it, and makes the sign of the cross.

; (Signed)

Damugli Benevenaki being summoned, was asked why, yesterday, in his _
- deposition concerning the contract for the freight of the slaves made in the house

. of Gaspari, with his assistance as interpreter, he had not mentioned that there
was also present on that occasion the captain of the French brig-of-war 7—At

_ the moment I did not remember; but I believe that I told you that I was
acting as interpreter for the freight of certain passengers, knowing them to be
slaves, when certainly there was present not only the captain ofthe said French
brig-of-war, but also I think the surgeonand another officer of the same vessel.
Indeed, on this occasion he gave me this visiting-card, in order to remind me
to present his compliments to Mr. Brest, the French Consul-General at Milos.
[He here presented the visiting-card—* Annibal Cunéo d’Ornani, Capitaine de
Corvette.”]—On the back of this card was written, “ Commandant le brig le
* Palinure,’ se rappelle au bon souvenir de Mr. Brest et de toute son aimable
famille.” .

- _ Thisbeing read to him, he confirms it.

‘Dr. Corbeau being called, and being shown this visiting-card, recognized it
-asthatof Mr. Annibal Cunéo d’Ornani, commanding the French brig-of-war
the “ Palinure,”stationed at Tunis.
- (Signed) WILLIAM REYNOLDS.

 

Ninth Enclosure in No. 57.

; Sir E. Lyons to Mr. Paicos.

MonsteurLeSECRETAIRE p'Erar, Athens, February 13, 1841.

I wave the honour to enclose, for the information of His Hellenic Ma-
jesty's Government,a letter addressed by the resident of Her Majesty’s Lord
High Commissioner in the Ionian Islands at Cephalonia to his Excellency’s
Secretary, relative to the detention of a Greck brig named “ Miltiades,” in
consequence ofher having African. slaves on board.
Sir Howard Douglas,in communicating this letter to me, states that he is

advised by the legal authority whom he has consulted, that he can do no more
than place. the poor Africans at the disposal of the Ionian. Government,and

' dismiss the brig with its master and crew; and His Excellency informs me that
the brig has in, consequence been placed at the disposal of His Hellenic
Majesty's Consul, Mr. Pizzoli, who has proceeded to Cephalonia on this

- account ; and that he trusts that the Government of His Hellenic Majesty may .
be enabled todeal swith the parties implicated in this abominable traffic con-
formably with. their. deserts,

. I have, &c.
o (Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

Monsieur Paicos,
. §e. &e.
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Tenth Enclosure in No. 57.

M. Paicos to Sir HB. Lyons.

MonsIEUR LE CHEVALIER, Athénes,ce 9 (21) Février, 1841.

Les consulsdu Roi 4 Corfoi et 4 Cephalonie m’avaient déja fait con-

naitre tout ce qui concernait le bric Grec le “* Miltiade,” arrété au port de cette

derniére ile par ce qu’il avait des Africains esclaves 4 son bord.

Je vous remercie néanmoins pour les renseignemens que vous voulez bien

me donner sur ce méme sujet par votre office du 13 de ce mois. En méme

tems j’ai ’honneur de vous annoncer que le Ministére avait transmis dés le6 (18)

Janvier dernier 3 ces consuls aux files susmentionnées le méme ordre de faire

mettre immédiatement en liberté les noirs se trouvant 4 bord du “Miltiade,”

attendu que l’esclavage est défendu aussi par les lois Grecques.

Considérant de plus que la loi existant 4 cet égard n’avait pas de sanction

pénale, et quelle était pas compléte, le Gouvernement s’est empressé de

soumettre la délibération du conseil d'état un nouveauprojet de loi, par

lequel tout commerce et transport d’esclaves en général est sevérement défendu

aux sujets de ce royaume.
Agréez, &e.

(Signé) A. PAICOS.

Monsieur le Chevalier Edmund Lyons,
&e. &e. &e.

 

(Translation.)

M. re CaEvalier, Athens, February 9 (21), 1841.

His Majesty's Consuls at Corfu and Cephalonia had already informed

me of everything concerning the Greek brig “ Miltiades,” detained at the latter

island for having African slaves on board.

I thank you, nevertheless, for the information which you obligingly give

me on the same subject by your note of the 18th instant.— At the same time I

have the honour of announcing to you that on the 6th (18th) of February, the

Ministry had transmitted to the consuls at the above-mentioned islands the

samme orders for the immediate liberation of the negroes on board” the.

“ Miltiades,” seeing that slavery is also forbidden by the Greek law.

Considering, moreover, that the existing law in this respect had not the sane~

tion of penalties, and that it was incomplete, Government has hastened to

submit to the consideration of the council of state a new draft of law, by

which all. trade in and carrying of slaves in general is strictly forbidden to

the subjects of this kingdom.
Accept, &c.

(Signed) PAICOS.

 

No. 58.

Sir E. Lyons to Viseount Palmerston.

Athens, March 8, 1841.

My Lorp, (Reeeived April 6.)

Wiru reference to my Despatch of the 22nd ultimo, I have the honour

to inform your Lordship that I stated to. Monsieur Paicos, on the 24th ultimo,

that Her Majesty’s’ Government could not be expected to believe that His

Hellenic Majesty’s Government was sincerely desirous of putting an end to the

Slave Trade carried on in Greek vessels until the Minister of Marine and the

consuls in Barbary and Turkey respectively had definite and positive instruc~

tions to that effect. I regret, however, to have to report to your Lordship that

my observations have remained unattended to up to the present moment, and

that no measures of the kind, that I can hear of, have hitherto been taken to

put a stop to this inhuman traffic.
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It appears by a letter that I have received, whilst writing this Despatch,
from Her Majesty’s Lord High Commissioner in the Ionian Islands, that the
Greek consul there has been asserting that from the moment the 14 African
negro slaves, shipped in the bay of Tunis on board the Greek brig * Miltiades,”
were covered by the Greek flag, they were free and well treated : an assertion
which Sir Howard Douglas says is directly at variance with the facts of the
ase.

I have, &e.
(Signed) EDMUND LYONS,

The. Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. Se. &e.

 

No. 59,

Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston.

Athens, March 22, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received April 13.)
1 wave the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copies of a

letter and of its enclosures which I addressed to Monsieur Paicos on the 17th
instant, refuting the official assertion of the Greek consul at Corfu that the
negroes on board the Greek brig “ Miltiades,” in Cephalonia, were not treated
as slaves whilst they were under the Greek flag.
With reference to my Despatches of the 22nd of February and the 8th of

March of this year, I regret to state that the penal law therein mentioned has
not yet been published, although two months have nearly elapsed since it passed
through the council of state.
In hopes of being able to make a satisfactory report to your Lordship on

this subject, I have just sent to the Foreign Office to ask for information, and
I cannot learn that the Greek Government has taken any efficient measures to
show its disavowal of this horrible traffic.

I have, &c.
(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

- The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. Sec. . §e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 59.

Sir E. Lyons to M. Paicos.

| Monsieur LE SECRETAIRE D’ETAT, Athens, March 17, 1841.
I Have the honour to transmit to you herewith, for the information of His

Hellenic Majesty’s Government, copies of a letter and of its enclosures, which
I have received from Her Britannic Majesty’s Lord High Commissioner in the
Ionian Islands, respecting the African slaves who, ini the beginning of January
last, were foundsecreted in the hold of the Greek brig “ Miltiades” in the
harbour of Argostoli in Cephalonia.

It will not escape your observation, Monsieur le Secrétaire d’Etat, that the
effect of the letter of His Hellenic Majesty's Consul at Corfu is to impugn the
validity of the official reports which the Lord High Commissioner received
from British officers of rank, and upon which his Excellency had acted; and
you will no doubt observe that the consul, in his strange attempt to vindicate
the conduct of the master of the Greek brig, casts unsupported censure upon
a Dutch consul and upon the French and Piedmontese passengers in the brig,
who, in the interest of humanity, gave the information which has rescued 14
of their fellow-creatures from pining away their lives as slaves in a foreign
land. .

I have, &c.
(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

Monsieur Paicos,
Se. | &e. &e.
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Second Enclosure in No. 59.

Sir Howard Douglas to Sir EB. Lyons.

Sir, Corfu, March 2, 1841.

His Hellenic Majesty’s consul at this place (Mr. Pezzoli) having, in a

letter addressed to my Secretary, copy herewith enclosed, asserted, that from

the moment the fourteen African negro slaves, shipped in the Bay of Tunis on
boa d the Greek. brig “ Miltiades,” Captain E. Russi, were covered by the

Greek flag they were.free and well treated, and this assertion being at variance

with all the previous information, I directed that the letter in question should

be referred to my resident in Cephalonia, copy of whose report in reply to that

reference I think it right to transmit to you for the information of the Greek
' Government.

I have, &c.

Sir Edmund Lyons, (Signed) HOWARD DOUGLAS.

&e. &e. Se.

 

Third Enclosure in No. 59.

The Greek PVice-Consul to the Secretary of the Lord High Commissioner.

(Translation.) .

Most ILiustriovs Sir, Cephalonia, January 18 (80), 1841."

Tue facility and condescension which His Excellency the Lord High

Commissioner, together with your Illustrious Lordship, procured for me from

the Honourable Resident in bringing about the liberation of the Greek brig

 Miltiades” makes it my duty to express to you my thanks, and to request you

at the same time to present them on my part to His Excellency.
“It is the more gratifying to me to fulfil this duty, as I at the same time have

the satisfaction. of assuring his Excellency that it appears from the examinations

of all the passengers who were on board the abovementioned vessel, that the

thirteen negroes were free, taken care of, andwell treated from the moment

they went on board the Greek vessel. The negroes themselves, in the pre-

sence of the health inspector, Mr. Reynolds, have unanimously declared to that

effect. o a

It appears that-a rancorous feeling of some one among the French passengers

towards the captain had induced the said passengers to exaggerate, without any

reason, in their first deposition, the conduct of the crew and captain of the

vessel. The latter is above all guilty of irregularity in respect of his clearances,

partly perhaps owing to the neglect of the Dutch consular agent in Tunis, by

whom they were despatched; but he will, nevertheless, on his arrival in Greece,

be subject, in consequence thereof, to the penalties established by law.

T avail myself, &c._

. (Signed) F, PEZZOLI,

The Most Illustrious Signore J. Fraser, Greek VPice-Consul.
Se. fe. Se. . .

 

Forth Enclosure in No. 59.

Colonel Sutherland to Mr. Fraser.

Sm, Cephalonia, February 25, 1841.
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of

the 11th instant, with its Enclosure (herewith returned) to your address under _
date of 18th (80th) ultimo, from the Signor Pezzoli, His Hellenic Majesty’s
Consul at Corfu, relative to the fourteen African negro slaves shipped in the

Bay of Tunis on board of the Greek brig “ Miltiades,” Captain E. Russi, and

afterwards landed in this port. 7
I must confess that it was with the utmost astonishment I read the paragraph
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in which Signor Pizzoli ventures to assert that from the moment they were-
covered by the Greek flag those negroes were free, because, so far from such a
supposition being in the slightest degree countenanced by any of the examina.
tions entered into, the very contrary is clearly and incontrovertibly established
by the concurrent testimony and depositions already forwarded to you of the
captain, clerk, and passengers of the brig, whether Franks, Greeks, Turks, or
the negroes themselves, whether taken by the Incaricato di Sanita or by the
Signor Pizzoli himself, all calling, designating, and speaking of them as slaves ;
atid you will perceive from the accompanying further report from the Incaricato
di Sanita, and depositions of the negroes, now taken through an interpreter,
who thoroughly understands the language of the negroes as well as the
English, that these unfortunates were brought downd alongside of the brig for
embarkation, and still bear the marks of the cords, loosed (sciolti) to enable
them to get up the side; and although permitted to go and remain on deck
during the day time, whilst the vessel was at sea, they were, both at the be.
ginning and end of the voyage, when in.the vicinity of land, closely confined to |
the hold,from whence they were only allowedto issue to satisfy the calls of
nature, one at a time, escorted by some of the crew—even this indispensable —
indulgence being denied to them on approaching this island, as they were not
suffered to quit the hold under any pretext after their arrival in the Port of
Argostoli, one of them having been kicked by a sailor of the crew for urging
the torture he was undergoing from sucha call in support of his demand to go
on deck for afew moments. Yet this is what I presume the Signor Pizzoli asserts

. is being “ liberi, sciolti, e ben trattati!” although to any other person it would
convey a quite contrary impression. Finally, that the negroes did not consider
themselves free (‘ liberi”), but slaves, on their arrival here, is evident from the
formal claim and demand they unanimously made when once on the Ionian
soil, in the lazaretto, before three of the judges of the land, for their Liberty.
I abstain from any observation on the aspersion cast by the Signor Pizzoli on

the motives of the French passengers, as their conduct throughout the affair
needs no other explanation than the indignation that must be naturally felt by

“every well-constituted mind against the iniquity of the traffic which the captain
‘and crew of the Greek brig “ Miltiades” were aiding and abetting, if not

_ actually engaged in.
I have, &c.

Be (Signed) W. SUTHERLAND.
J.Fraser, Beg. Col. and Resident.

Ges Ge. Fe.

. &  

Fifth Enclosure in No. 59.

ches Mr. Reynolds to Colonel Sutherland.

Sin, ; Health Office, Cephalonia, February 25, 1841.

-:.-.. wereply-to the observations contained in Mr. Pezzoli, the Greek Con-

gifs communication ofthe 30th ultimo to his Excellency the Lord High

- Commissioner, that it had been stated in my presence by the black slaves
“found. on board the Greek brig “ Miltiades,” Captain E. Russi, that they

_ dad:been, from the moment they came on board in Tunis, liberi, sciolti, e ben

-‘graitati, and in which letter Mr. Pezzoli endeavours to confute the fact (not-

-withstanding it was so clearly proved by the bill of lading, in Greek, delivered

to Mr. Pezzoli, together with the other papers, both in original and duplicate),

that they were slaves, I have the honour to rejoin that they certainly stated

“through their interpreter, and made signs to the effect, that, although they had

‘been brought of board tied (marks of which they showed Mr. Pezzoli on their

arms), that théy had been kept in the hold of the vessel “ seiol#z,” or “ untied ;”

‘but as to-their being “‘Jiberi,” I cannot change the opinion I expressed to Mr.

‘Pezzoli on that occasion, when he exultingly turned to me and said, “ There,

you see they were liberi, or free,” and which opinion was that I could not con-

Sider men free who were kept confined in the hold of a vessel, and only per-

“mitted to come on deck by one at a time, to fulfil the calls of nature, but never

otherwise; a circumstance, this, confirmed by all the passengers, Greeks and
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Turkish, as well as'the Franks, and also by the captain and crew, but for

- which there could have been no necessity whilst at sea, where they could not

escape: and as to keeping them died in the hold, such would not have been

practised even towards animals, and is not even adopted on board regular

slavers: whilst, as to their being “ ben trattati,” I do not consider being —

allowed barely a “‘ quantum sufficit” (to keep nature alive) of the coarsest food

(as appears by the evidencewas the case here) being “ ben trattati.”
As to Mr. Pezzoli’s other assertions, I can only add that he himself acknow-

ledged to me that in no one case had any witness deviated one iota from what

he had previously deposed before me; but it was evident tome, from the

first moment of Mr. Pezzoli’s arrival in Cephalonia, that his view, intention,

and determination was to gloss over and palliate as much as he could the

captain’s conduct in carrying these slaves, and make it appear that the only

fault attributable to the captain was his having concealed these 14 slaves on

board when he gave his ‘‘ costituto” at the health office. .

Whilst in confutationof his remark that the evil dispositions of the French

and Piedmontese passengers towards the Greeks bas been the cause of all this,

I may be permitted to observe, that (had not the bills of lading been sufficient)

the old proprietor of the vessel, Giorgio Sacali’s constantly and invariably
using the term “ sclavus,” or “ slaves,’ when's eaking of these unfortunate . -

beings, either to Mr. Pezzoli or to me, is, I should think, sufficient evidence to
controvert Mr. Pezzoli’s opinion andassertion, and triumphantly prove they
were considered by all on board, what they really are—slaves ; and that they .
all also considered themselves s¢il/ so, is mostsatisfactorily proved by the

océs-verbal of the 20th ultimo, which I ‘had the ‘honour te transmit you in
my letter of the 21st same; in which letter Ilay particular emphasis on the
fact of three of our judges having been accidentally present at the scene of
their demanding their liberty, and affixed their-signatures to the document (as.

evidence); but in order to make the matter beyond.a doubt, I have again this.

day taken their deposition (with the assistance ofa Maltese, as interpreter, who _

seems to understand them very well), and from which you will clearly perceive -
that they were kept, considered, and treated-asslaves, and that one of them —

got(even in this port of Argostoli) ill-treated and ‘kicked for trying to come
on deck without leave. et . a

There is, however, one point in Mr. Pezzoli’s letter to his Excellency, to

-which I cannot fail of calling your special attention,viz., theart withwhich he —
tries to fix the culpable irregularity of the whole transactionon the Dutch
Consul, for not having inserted these slaves in the bill ofhealth, whilst, as they.

were taken on board at Goletta (some distance from Tunis), after they had got.

their clearance from him, it is possible, and even probable, that he is at this

very moment ignorant that one single soul more than he gavepapers for had-
been received; whereas the real truth is that the whole fault andblame is to

be attributed to the Mr. Gaspari, the Consular
such a conspicuous figure throughoutthe
Agent at Goletta and as being the, ident

  
  

 

ol
son who contracted for the

‘Agent at Goletta, who makes
le business, both as Consular.

freight, and afterwards embarked the 13 male ‘black slaves, and “whose para- °
mount daty it was to have made an annotation to that effect on the back of the |
bill of health (certainly irregularly given by a DutchConsul to a Greek vessel),
and who ought also most certainly to have separately inserted in the same: —
“+itocco” on the back of this same bill of health, also the names of the 13°
other passengers and the black female slave, whom he embarked or permitted
to embark at Goletta; but from his not doing so.he gives room for suspecting
that he either smuggled them away, or had some other reason for not inserting —
them, as before said, in the bill of health. ce a

Besides this Mr. Pezzoli most carefully conceals from his Excellency what
(in my humble opinion) gives to Mr. Gaspari’s conduct in this business the
worst colour under which it appears, and which I suspect is Mr. Pezzoli’s
reason for trying to make it appear that the blacks were nor considered as
slaves on board, and that the captain was therefore only responsible for the
irregularity of his papers; a fault originating,asMr. Pezzoli wants to show, —
with the Dutch Consul, notwithstanding ‘it was clearly proved to have taken |
place after the vessel had left Tunis, and lay at Goletta, and when, if it was a
case of ‘omission, the fault or negligence is attributable to nobody but Mr. Gas-
PARI,and.this is that Mr. Gaspari who turns out, by reference to the book of

LASs D.
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printed regulations given by the Greek Government to its Consuls, to be either
His Hellenic Majesty's Consul, or V1iee-Consul, or consular Agent at Goletta,

(have, &c.
(Signed) | W. L. REYNOLDS,

In charge ofHealth Office Department.
Colonel Sutherland, .

&e. &e. Se.

 

Sixth Enclosure in No. 59.

Depositions of the Negroes on board the Greek brig in Cephalonia.

The Inspector of the Health Office,
(Translation.) Cephalonia, February 25, 1841.

Iv being necessary to ascertain in what light the black slaves were con-
-gidered whilst on board the Greek vessel, Emmanuel, Russi master, the under-
signed sent for them and questioned them, by means of the interpreter, Nicola
Benelli, of Malta, whether they were treated as slaves on board the said vessel
or as freemen during the voyage; and whether whilst on board they were
entirely free and at liberty to walk about at their own pleasure, or whether they
were kept bound on board; and also, whether they were brought on board
bound with cords.
The negro Murgia replied :—
“We were purchased nearly three months before being embarked, and I cost

220 piastres. We were taken on board in a launch, and bound with cords, and
we were unbound in order to enable us to get on board; we were then put
down into the hold, from whence we were not allowed to come out, excepting
for the purpose of satisfying the calls of nature, and then we were taken on
deck one by one, and the hatches wereonly just open sufficiently to allow the
necessary quantity of air to come in.”

Question.—To say frankly whether, when he went to satisfy the calls of na-
ture, he was obliged to ask permission of some one, and whether on such oc-
casions he was watched by some one, or not?
Reply.—We were obliged to ask permission of some one, and then we were.

escorted by some one of the crew so long as we were upon deck ; that is to say,
so long as the vessel was near the shore or in harbour; and from the moment
we were in sight of this island we were no longer allowed to go upon deck.
Whilst we were at sea we were allowed to stay upon deck and go wherever we
pleased’; however, after arriving here we were no longer allowed to go upon
deck during the day-time, even for the purpose of satisfying the calls of nature. .
Question.—Whether whilst he was on board he had been beaten or ill-treated?
Reply.—No, sir; we were never ill-treated, exceptingupon our arrival here,

when wewere shut down in the hold. .

Deposition of the Negro Selim.

Question.—I was a slave in Tunis;-I was embarked, bound, in a large boat;
and carried on board the vessel, where Iwas unbound and put down into the ~~
hold. During the voyage we were free, that is, whilst we were at sea, but
when we were near the shore then we were no longer allowed to go upon deck, ©

excepting at night to satisfy the calls of nature; and upon our‘arrival in this’ ~

harbour we were put down into the hold and not allowed to go out; whenever ~
we went upon deck, when near the land, we were escorted by some of the crew. -

Deposition of the Negro Aik.

Questioned as above. .

Reply.—I was carried alongside from Tunis, bound; I was then unbound
and embarked, and remained unbound during the voyage; that is to say, whilst
out of sight of land. When we were near the shore we were no longer allowed
to go upon deck, excepting at night to satisfy the calls of nature, and then
under escort. After our arrival here we were no longer allowed to leave the
hold, which was kept shut.
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Deposition of the Negro Nassar.

Questioned as above.
Reply.—I wasa slave at Tunis; I was embarked bound; once on board, and

out of sight of land, we were allowed to walk about upon deck; but when we

were near the land we were kept down in the hold, and only at night allowed

to go upon deck to satisfy the calls of nature, one by one, aud always escorted.

After arriving in this harbour we were no longer allowed to go upon deck at all.

Deposition of the Negro Messaut.

Questioned as above. .

Reply.—I was carried alongside the vessel, bound; I was then unbound, em-

barked, and placed in the hold; so long as we were at anchor, or in sight of

land, we were not allowed to walk about upon deck, but when at sea we were free ;

when we approached the land we were only allowed at night to satisfy the calls

of nature, and then one by one, and always under escort; and the moment we

arrived here the captain shut us up in the hold, and no longer allowed us to go

out.

Deposition of the Negro Abdallah.

Questioned as above.

Reply.—I was taken on board the Greek vessel, bound; whilst we were at

anchor, or near the land, we were kept concealed in thehold, and only. at

night, one by one, and under escort, allowed to.go upon deck to satisfy the

calls of nature. On arriving here they kept us entirely. down in the hold, but

at sea we were allowed to walk about upon deck.

Deposition of the Negro Mahmet.

Questioned as above.
Reply.—I was carried alongside the vessel, bound; I was then unbound,

taken onboard, and put down into the hold; whilst we were at anchor, or near

the land, we were only allowed to go upon deck at night, one by one, and

under escort, to satisfy the calls of nature; at sea we were allowed to walk

about; after arriving here we were no longer allowed at all ‘to leave the hold.

Deposition of the Negro Ali.

Questioned as above.

Reply.—Iwasa slave in Tunis; I was taken alongside the Greekvessel, bound ;

I was then unbound, put on board, and placed in the hold. During the voy-

age, whilst out of sight of land, I was allowed to walk about whenever I liked;

when we were at anchor, or near the land, we were kept shut up in the hold,

and only allowed at night to go upon deck, one by one, and under escort, to

satisfy the calls of nature ; and after arriving here we were no longer allowed

at all to quit the hold.

Deposition of the Negro Abdallah.

Questioned as above.
Reply.—I was a slave at Tunis, and was taken alongside the Greek vessel,

bound; I was then unbound and taken on board, and put down into the hold;

whilst out of sight of land we were allowed to walk about whenever we liked,

but when at anchor, or near the land, we were only allowed at night, and one

by one, and under escort, to satisfy the calls of nature; and after arriving

here we were kept down in the hold entirely.

Deposition of the Negro Said.

Questioned as above.
Reply.—I was a slave at Tunis; as such, I was bound and carried alongside

the Greek brig, and taken on board; so long as we were out of sight of land

we were free, and allowed to walk about wherever we liked, but when at anchor,

or near the shore, we were concealed in the hold. Upon our arrival here, wish-

ing to leave the hold in order to satisfy the calls of nature, one of the crew

would not allow me to go upon deck, and kicked me back into the hold.
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Deposition of the Negro Messaut Berna.

Questioned as above.
Reply.—I was a slave at Tunis; I was put into a boat, bound, and carried

alongside the Greek brig: I was then unbound, taken on board, and put into
the hold: at sea we were allowed to walk about wherever we liked, but when
we were at anchor, or near the land, they kept me, as well as the others, con-

cealed in the hold, and only allowed us, one by one, and under escort, to go

upon deck at night to satisfy the callsof nature. After our arrival they did not
allow us to leave the hold at all.

Deposition of the Negro Abdallah.

Questioned as above.
Reply.—I was a slave at Tunis, and there I was taken alongside the Greek

brig bound; I was then unbound, taken on board, and placed in the hold.
Whilst we were at anchor or near the land we were kept in the hold, and only
allowed at night, one by one, and under escort, to go upon deck to satisfy the
calls of nature. At sea we were allowed to walk about wherever we pleased,
and, on arriving here, we were put down into the hold and not allowed to
move out.

Deposition of the Negro Zochar.

Questioned as above. _
Reply.—I was a slave at Tunis ; I was bound and carried alongside the Greek

brig; I was then unbound, taken on board, and put into the hold. Whilst at
anchor, or near the land, we were only allowed at night, one by one, to satisfy
the calls of nature; at sea, however, I was permitted to walk about: after our
arrival here we were all put down into the hold, and no longer allowed to go
upon deck at all. his

NicHo.as Benet.
mark,

(L. 8.) (Signed) W. L. REYNOLDS,
Inspector of the Health Office.

Cephalonia, February 25, 1841.

 

No. 60,

Viscount Palmerston to Sir Edmund Lyons.

Foreign Office, April 15, 1841.

Circular sending Treaty with the Argentine Confederation.

(See No. 1.)

 

No. 61.

Viscount Palmerston to Sir Edmund Lyons.

. Sir, Foreign Office, April 20, 1841.

I HAVE received your Despatch of the 22nd January last, enclosing a

copy of the answer which the Greek Government had returned to the repre-
sentation which, in pursuance of the instructions contained in my Despatch of
last year, you had addressed to that Government respecting the Slave Trade ~
which is carried on under the Greek flag. ©

[have to desire that, in return to the intimation which, in the above-mentioned

answer, the Government of Greece have made to you of their having prepared a

project of law, prohibiting the Slave Trade of Greece, you will present to that
Government a note, stating that Her Majesty’s Government regret that they
cannot consider the mere issuing of edicts as by any means sufficient to rescue

the Greek name from the reproach attaching to the prevalence of Slave Trade

under the flag of Greece. But Her Majesty’s Government trust that the edicts
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so issued will be followed up by vigorous execution, and that an example will be
- made of the parties who are guilty of these disgraceful practices.

I have, &c.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.

Sir Edmund Lyons,
&c. &e. | Se. |

 

No. 62.

Viscount Palmerston to Sir Edmund Lyons.

Foreign Office, April 22, 1841.
Circular sending Convention with Hayti.

(See No. 2.)

 

No. 63.

Viscount Palmerston to Sir Edmund Lyons.

Foreign Office, May 11, 1841.

Circular.—Proposed Instruction to Grecian Functionaries in Slave-holding
Countries on the hiring, maintainiag, and purchase of Slaves.

(See No. 5.)

 

No. 64.

Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston.

Athens, April 18, 1841.

My Lorp, ~ (Received May 11.)

In my Despatch of the 22nd ultimo I had the honour of transmitting to
your Lordship copies of a Letter and its enclosures whichI had addressed to
M. Paicos, refuting the assertion of the Greek Vice-Consul at Corfu, that the
negroes on board the Greek brig ‘“ Miltiades” were not treated as slaves whilst
hey were under the Greek flag. .
On the 25th ultimo M. Paicos replied to me in the Letter of which I have

the honour to enclose a copy, and in which his Hellenic Majesty’s Government
approved the conduct of M. Pizzoli. I forwarded that Letter to Sir Howard
Douglas, and I now do myself the honour of transmitting to your Lordship
copies of his Excellency’s reply and its enclosures, together with a copy of the
Letter in which I enclosed copies of them to M. Paicos.

I have, &c.
(Signed) EDMUND LYONS..

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G. C.B., ,
&e. &e. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 64.

M. Patcos to Sir E. Lyons.

Monsieur LE Curvauier, Athénes,ce 13 (25), Mars, 1841,

J’at eu Phonneur de recevoir votre lettre du 17 de ce mois et des piéces
qui y étaient annexées, et qui se rapportent 4 Yaffaire du brick Grec le « JMfil-
tiades.”
Je vous remercie pour cette communication, puisque je profiterai des détails

contenus dans ses annexes, pour inviter_le Vice-Consul de sa Majesté 4 Corfa a
éclaircir encore certains faits se rattachant 4 Taffaire dont il s‘agit, et celui de
Goulette, le Sr. Gaspari, 4 se justifier sur la circonstance quil n’aurait fait au-
cune mention des négres se trouvant a bord du brick le “ Milttades.”
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Quant 4 M. Pezzoli, je ne pourrais pas croire qu'il ait voulu aitaquer la vali-

dité des rapports officiels adressées au Lord Haut Commissaire par les officiers

Anglais compétens, puisqw’il ne connaissait pas ni ne pouvait connaitre ces

rapports. M. Pezzoli aurait au contraire exprimé sa propre conviction, en suite

de laquelle il a dti faire aussi tous ses efforts pour défendre le capitaine Grec

et discn!per sa conduite.
Au reste, il ne pourrait plus étre donné 4 cette affaire aucune autre suite, si

ce n’est de poursuivre le capitaine pour certaines inexactitudes que M. Pezzoli

luj-méme a observées dans ses papiers, attendu que la loirécemment promulguée

contre la traite des esclaves ne saurait avoir un effet retroactif.

. Agréez, &c.

' (Signé) A. PAICOS,

Monsieur le Chevalier Ed. Lyons,

&c. &e. &e.
 

(Translation.) .

Sir, Athens, 13th (25th) March, 1841.

I nave had the honour of receiving your Letter of the 17th instant, to-

ether with the documents annexed thereto, relative to the affair of the Greek

brig “ Miltiades.”
[thank you for that communication, and will profit by the details contained

in the said documents*by requesting his Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Corfu to ex-

plain further certain facts connected with the affair in question, and also his

Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Goulette, M. Gaspari, to explain as to the circumstance

of his not having mentioned in any way that there were negroes on board the

brig “ Miltiades.”
.

With regard to M. Pezzoli, I cannot believe he intended to doubt the validity

of the official reports addressed to the Lord High Commissioner by the com-

petent English officers, as he neither did nor could’ know of these reports. M.

Pezzoli would, on the contrary, have expressed his own conviction, after which

it was also his duty to make every effort to defend the Greek captain and to ex-

culpate his conduct.
For the rest, no other proceedings can be had in this affair, unless the captain

were to be prosecuted for certain informalities which M. Pezzoli himself noticed

in his papers, supposing the law recently promulgated against the Slave Trade

were not to have a retroactive effect. )
Accept, &c.

(Signed) A. PAICOS.

Sir Edmund Lyons,
&e. &e.
 

Second Enclosure in No. 64.

Sir E. Lyons to M. Paicos.

MownsiEuR LE SECRETAIRE D’Erat, Athens, April 13, 1841.

I Lost no time in communicating to Her Majesty's Lord High Com-

missioner in the Ionian Islands your letter to me of the 13th (25th) ultimo, ap-

proving the letter addressed to-his Excellency on the 18th (80th) of January, by

M. Pezzoli, His Hellenic Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Corfu, relative to the

African slaves on board the Greek brig ** Miltiades,” which was driven by

stress ofweather into the port of Argostoli, in Cephalonia.

I have now the honour to enclose copies of his Excellency’s reply and. its

enclosures, from which you will perceive that M. Pezzoli has permitted himself

to state facts with so little regard to accuracy, that it will hereafter be impos-

sible for the officers of the Ionian Government to transact with him even the

not very important duties of a Vice-Consul in that spirit of confidence and

respect which is indispensable to a proper understanding between the two

Governments.
I have, &c.

(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

Monsieur Paicos,
&ec. &e.
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Third Enelosure in No. 64.

Sir Howard Douglas to Sir E. Lyons.

Sir, Corfu, April5, 1841.
In reply to your Excellency’s letter of the 31st of. March, with its

enclosures, acquainting me with the view taken by His Hellenie Majesty’s |
Government of the matter of the negroes found secreted on board the Greek
brig “‘ Miltiades,” I have the honour to inform your Excellency that the Greek
Consul at Corfu, having submitted.to me the depositions in the case taken by
him, I caused them to be referred to the competent authorities in Cephalonia,
and have now the honour to transmit to your Excellency a copy of the observa-
tions made upon M. Pezzoli’s papers, both by the resident and functionary in
charge of the Sanita Department in that island.
From these papers your Excellency will perceive that M. Pezzoli has per-

mitted himself to state the facts with so little regard toaccuracy, that it will
hereafter be impossible for the officers of this Government to transact with
him even the not -very important duties of a Vice-Consul, in that spirit of
confidence and respect which is indispensable to a proper understanding be-
tween the two Governments. DO

Therefore, unless I hear from your Excellency that the Greek Government,
taking a proper view of the subject, shall render such a step unnecessary, it
will become my duty to lay a statement of all which has taken place before
the Ionian Government, submitting for their consideration the expediency of
withdrawing the exequatur granted to M. Pezzoli, as his Hellenic Majesty’s
Vice-Consul.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HOWARD DOUGLAS.

His Excellency Sir Edmund Lyons,
Se. = &e. &e.

 

Fourth Enclosure in No. 64.

Colonel Sutherland to Mr. Fraser.

My pear Sir, Cephalonia, March 26, 1841.

I FeeEL obliged by your attention in sending the Signor Pezzoli’s last
paper, herewith returned, on the subject of the slaves, for my perusal.

. I showed it to Mr. Reynolds, who has furnished me with the enclosed some-
what unqualified comments on the subject, rendering unnecessary any addi-
tional observations from myself, further than that it appears rather inconsistent
in the Signor Pezzoli to designate in almost all his questions his “ liberi, sciolti,
e ben trattati” pets as slaves, . .

I have, &c.
(Signed) ‘WILLIAM SUTHERLAND.

J. Fraser, Esq.,
&e. &e.

Fifth Enclosure inNo.64.

Mr. Reynolds to Colonel Sutherland.

Sir, Sanita, Cephalonia, March 25, 1841.

Havine caused the depositions taken by M. Pezzoli, the Greek Consul,
relative to the fourteen black slaves found on board the vessel of Captain E.
Russo, to be carefully translated for me into Italian, I have the honour to make
the following observations on them :—

Ist. I was notpresent at the regular taking down in writnig by M. Pezzoli
of the depositions of all the witnesses (for I had not time to lose); I only
heard him ask an occasional question, whenever I happened to go to him.

2nd. The very depositions (taken by him) of the captain, scrivano, and pro-
ptietor, all concur in proving the fact of the slaves being on board, although
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the queries are put with all possible art, with a view of making it appear they

were merely passengers, notwithstanding which, Mr. Pezzoli himself, in most

of the queries to the other passengers, calls them in his questions “ slaves.”

3rd. The Greek and Turkish passengers, knowing they were to continue the

rest of the voyage in the vessel, would not naturally say anything to offend the

captain, whilst it is really possible they might not have seen any actual vio-

lence to the slaves, as there was no one else in the hold but them; but that

they (the slaves) were kept prisoners there, all their depositions concur in

roving.
P Ath. The barefaced distortion of truth in the last act of the depositions,

where M. Pezzoli states they were brought intomy office, and in my presence

stated, by means of one of them (who spoke a little Greek), that they were

free on board, is too glaring to be passed over in silence. They certainly were

brought into my office (where, however, I cannot call to mind seeing Mr.

Caruso, and in fact I am convinced he was not in the room, although he un-

blushingly affixes his name to the same untruth as M. Pezzoli); and they cer-

tainly were asked by M. Pezzoli, through the interpretation of a Maltese

(though not one of the slaves,-as M. Pezzoli states, for at that time not one of

them could speak a word of Greek, notwithstanding the fertility of M.

Pezzoli’s invention) whether they were kept tied in the hold or not; and to

this they answered they were left wntied. Whereon he made the triumphant

observation I quoted in my last letter on this subject, dated 26th January,

184]—* There, you see, they were free ;” and to which I replied, as I have

quoted in said letter: but M. Pezzoli most carefully keeps concealed that on

this occasion they all showed him, as well as every one present, the marks

left on their arms by being brought on board tied slaves, a fact they all agreed

in, but of which M. Pezzoli takes no.notice.

There were numerous credible witnesses present in my office on this occa-

sion, and the man who interpreted is, I believe, still here ; but had I conceived

it possible that a man holding a situation of such consequence could have

affixed his name to so cool and deliberate a falsehood, I should certainly have

guaranteed myself by calling upon the persons present to affix their signatures

to a procés verbal which I would soon have extended.
1 have, &c.

(Signed) W. J. REYNOLDS,
Incaricato di Sanita.

Colonel Sutherland,
Se. Se.

 

No. 65.

Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston.

Athens, April 22, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received May 11.)

I HAVE at length the satisfaction of transmitting to your Lordship a copy

of a Letter from M. Paicos, in which he states that his Hellenic Majesty’s Go-

vernment has published a law against Slave Trade, and requests the co-operation

of the agents of foreign Governments in places where no Greek agent resides.

I have likewise the honour to transmit a copy anda translation of the law.

In my answer to M. Paicos I express in general terms satisfaction at the

measure, and assure him of the co-operation of British agents; but I shall for-

bear to give any opinion on the law itself until I hear from your Lordship.

1 have not failed to communicate to Mr, Macaulay, the United States Consul »

at Tripoli, who first gave me the means of taking this question up wth effect, the

result of his philanthropic exertions.
I have, &c.

(Signed ) EDMUND LYONS.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

&e. &e. &e.
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First Enclosure in No. 65.

M. Paicos to Sir E.. Lyons.

Monsteor te Cuevatier, Athenes, ce (14) Avril, 1841.
Le Gouvernement du Roi vient de promulguer une loi qui confirme la

sévére prohibition.aux sujets Grecs de tout commerce ou transport d’esclaves
(tant blancs que noirs), et prescrit d’une maniére précise les peines aux quels

s’exposeraient les contrevenans. on
Les mesures les plus rigoureuses seront prises dans cette circonstance par les

autorités du royaume et les agens du Gouvernement a lextérieur; mais afin que
leur action puisse se faire sentir, méme dans Jes endroits ot il n’y aurait pas

dautorités Grecques,, une clause de cette loi autorise les Consuls et agens con-
sulaires de toute puissance étrangére 4 mettre immédiatement en liberté tout
esclave trouvé 4 bord d’un batiment, Grec. .
En vous communiquant, Monsieur le Chevalier, cette mesure, je viens vous

demander de vouloir bien la porter 4 Ja connaissance de votre Gouvernement,
qui s’empressera, je ne le doute pas, de préter ainsi sa co-opération au succés
dune mesure dictée par l’humanité et la morale.
Le Gouvernement de sa Majesté désirerait en outre que dans le cas ci-dessus

de absence d’un agent Grec, les instructions, que je vous prie de faire donner
& ceux de votre Gouvernement, leur prescrivissent de préter aussi aide et facilité
aux marins qui dénonceraient des faits s’y rapportant, et de référerauGouverne-
ment du Roi tout cas dont ils pourraient avoir connaissance, afin de le remettre
4 méme de sevir contre les coupables.

Agréez, &c.
(Signé) A. PAICOS.

Monsieur le Chevalier Ed. Lyons,
&e. Se. Se.
 

(Translation.)

SiR, Athens, 2.(14) April, 1841.

Tus Government of the King has just promulgated a law which con-_
firms the strict prohibition to Greek subjects from all trade in or transport of
slaves (either white or black), and specifies in a particular manner the penalties
to which its infractors would expose themselves. .
The most rigorous measures will be adopted in such cases by the authorities

of. the kingdom, and the agents of the Government abroad ; but in order that
their effect may be felt even in places where there are no Greek authorities, a
clause in this law authorises Consuls and consular agents of all foreign powers
to set at liberty immediately any slave found on board a Greek vessel.

In acquainting you, Sir, with this measure, I request you will make it known
to your Government, which I doubt not will hasten to lend in this manner its
co-operationfor the success of a measure dictated by humanity and morality.

His Majesty’s Government are desirous, moreover, in the case above mentioned
of the absence of a Greek agent, that the instructions which I beg you will
recommend to be sent to those of your Government shall direct them also to
render assistance to sailors who may denounce facts relative to the subject in
question, and to refer to the Government of the King all cases that may come
to their knowledge, in order to enable it to proceed against the guilty parties.

Accept, &c.
(Signed) A. PAICOS.

Sir Edmund Lyons, :
&e. &e.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 65..

Traduction du Gree.

Loi contre le Commerce des Eselaves.

Ornon, &c. &c. Athénes, le 1 (13) Mars, 1841.

Dans l’intention de régler définitivement et de rendre, par une pénalité
Crass D.
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spéciale, plus efficace la prohibition du commerce des esclaves (/a traite), que

réprouve Ja philantropie, sur la proposition de notre Ministre des Affaires

Etrangéres, et ayant entendu l’opinion du Conseil d’Etat, nous avons résolu et

ordonnons—
.

Art. 1. Le commerce des esclaves, connu sous le nom de Ja traite, con-

tinuera d’étre défendu A tous nos sujets.

2. Quiconque transgressera cette défense sera puni, si, selon le Code

Pénal, il est considéré comme coupable, de dix & quinze ans de travaux

forcés, et s’il n’est que complice, de la peine portée par l’Art. 71 du Code

Pénal; sil n’y a ed qu'une simple tentative d’effectuée, seront appliquées les

dispositions du méme Code rélatives aux actes de tentative.

3. Quant & tout batiment Hellénique sur le quel serait effectue soit un

transport, soit une tentative de transport, d’esclaves destinés au commerce

de la traite, le capitaine et tout léquipage seront condamnés, s‘ils ont

sciemment contribué a ce transport, le premier aux peines portés par le pré-_

cédent Article 2 contre les coupables au premier chef, peines qui, en cas de

simple tentative, seront modifiées aux termes de la loi pénale rélative aux

simples actes de tentative, et il sera en outre éternellement privé du droit de

commander un batiment; les gens composant l’équipage, sils ne se sont

rendus coupables d’aucun acte de nature 3 les faire considérer comme cou-

pables au premier chef, seront condamnés aux peines portées contre les

complices, les quelles, en cas de simple tentative, seront aussi modifiées

selon les termes de la loi pénale ayant trait aux actes de tentative.

4, Seront exempts pourtant des peines portées par le précédent Art. 3,

les gens de l’équipage, le capitaine excepté, qui, avant le départ du navire,

feraient connaiire au Consul Hellénique, ou en Yabsence: de celui-ci au

Consul d’une des Puissances qui réprouvent le commerce de la Traite,

toutes les circonstances de la transgression aux défenses ci-dessus dont ils

auraient connaissance. Si les gens de l’équipage prouvent qu'il ne leura

pas été possible de faire leur dénonciation dans le port d’ot le navire est

parti, ils seront exemptés de la condamnation en dénoncant la transgression

au commandant du premier bitiment de guerre qui visiterait le navire fesant

la traite, ou A l’autorité consulaire dans le premier port ou aborderait le

navire. Dans ce dernier cas, la dénonciation ne pourra étre prise en con-

sidération, si elle n’a eu lieu quaprés le débarquement et la livraison des

-esclaves, tandis qu'il serait prouvé qu’elle aurait pu avoir lieu avant. Les

gens de l’équipage, en fesant cette dénonciation, seront dégagés d'une part

de toutes leurs obligations envers le capitaine, et autre part conserveront

le droit de recevoir de ce dernier la solde convenue, comme si le voyage

avait été entigrement achevé; en outre le capitaine sera tenu de leur fournir

les frais de leur retour en Gréce. Nos Consuls sont en devoir de leur

fournir 4 cet effet aide et protection.
5. Le propriétaire du navire, si le transport des esclaves a eti lieu de son

consentement, outre les peines portées par le précédent Article 2, sera dé-

claré incapable de commander un navire,

6. Quant & tout navire qui aura transporté des esclaves sil n’est pas

prouvé que le transport avait pour but la mise en liberté des esclaves, le

capitaine sera puni d’un emprisonnement de trois 4 cing ans, et les matelots

d’un emprisonnement de six mois 4 deux, ans.

Le propriétaire du navire,si le transport des esclaves a et lien, lui, en

ayant connaissance, sera puni des mémes peines que le capitaine. Les gens

de Véquipage qui, aux termes et dans le délai désignés au précédent Article 4,

dénonceront le transport aux autorités compétentes, seront exempts de toute

peine, et auront droit aux avantages mentionnés au méme Article.

7. Les crimes et délits commis contre les esclaves sur le navire seront

punis aux termes de la loi pénale.

8. Les Consuls, Vice-Consuls, et Agens Consulaires Helléniques, pour

Yexécution de la présente loi, sont considérés comme juges instructeurs,et

ont le droit de commencer et de poursuivre Pinstruction sans quil soit

besoin de Yordre préalable des procureurs du Roi.

9, L’autorité A la quelle est dénoncé le commerce ou le transport des

esclaves, ou quien aura connaissance par tout autre moyen, est tenue 51

cest une autorité Hellénique, et est en droit si c’est une autorité étrangére,

‘de mettre sur le champ les esclaves en liberté.
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10. Nos Ministres de la Justice et de la Marine sont chargés de la publica-

- tion et de la mise & exécution de la présente loi.
(Signés). OTHON.

KRIEZIs.
Patcos. —
THEOCHARIS.
TISSAMENOS.
Hess.

Third Enclosure in No. 65.

Translation from the Greek.

Law against the Slave Trade.

Orno, &c. &c. Athens, \ (18) March, 1841.

Wir a view to regulate definitively, and to render more efficacious by

special penalties, the prohibition of the traffic in slaves (la traite), which phi-

lanthropy forbids, on the proposition of our Minister for Foreign Affairs, and

having heard the opinion of the Conseil d’Etat, we have resolved and
command— a

Art. 1. The traffic in slaves, known by the name of “la traite,” shall con-

tinue to be prohibited to our subjects. ,

2. Whoever shall transgress this prohibition, if found guilty according to

the Penal Code, shall be punished with from ten to fifteen years’ hard labour;

and if only an accomplice, with the punishment ordained by Article 71 of

the Penal Code; if there shall have been only a simple attempt, the provisions

of the Code relative to attempts shall be applied.
3. With regard to every Greek vessel on board of which the transport, or

attempt to transport, slaves destined for the Slave Trade shall be effected,

the captain and all the crew shall be condemned, if they have knowingly
contributed thereto, the first to the punishment ordained by the preceding

Article II., for principals; which punishment, in cases of simple ‘attempt,
shall be modified according to the terms of the penal law relative to
simple acts of attempt, and he shall moreover be for ever deprived of the
right to command a vessel : the persons composing the crew, if they have not
been guilty of any act of a nature to cause them to be considered as prin-

cipals, shall be condemned to the punishment ordained for accomplices,
which in cases of simple attempt shall also be modified according to the terms
of the penal law relative to acts of attempt.

4. Individuals of the crew, however, except the captain, who before the
departure of the vessel shall make known to the Greek Consul, or in his
absence to the Consul of one of the Powers which forbid the Slave Trade,

all the circumstances which they shall know relative to the transgression of the
above-mentioned prohibition, shall be exempt from the punishments ordained
in the preceding Article. If the individuals of the crew prove that it was not
possible for them to make such denunciation in the port whence the vessel

sailed, they shall be exempt from condemnation if they denounce the trans-.
gression to the commander of the first vessel of war which shall visit the

slave-trading vessel, or to the consular authorities in the first port at which
the vessel shall touch. In this latter case the denunciation shall not be taken
into consideration if made after the disembarkation and disposal of the slaves,
if it shall be proved that it might have been made before. The individuals
making the denunciation shall on the one hand be freed from all their obliga-
tions towards the captain, and on the other shall preserve their right to receive
from the latter the pay agreed upon, as if the voyage had been entirely finished;
besides which the captain shall be bound to furnish the expense of their return
to Greece. Our Consuls are to give them aid and protection to this effect.

5. The owner of the vessel, if the transport of the slaves has taken place
with his consent, shall be declared incapable of commanding a vessel, besides
the punishment ordained by the second Article.

6. With respect to every vessel which shall have transported slaves, if it is not
proved that the transport had for its object the liberation of the slaves, the
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captain shall be punished with imprisonment from three to five years, and the
sailors with imprisonment from six months to twe years.
The owner of the vessel, if the transport of slaves took place with his know-

ledge, shall undergo the same punishment as the captain. The individuals of
the crew who shall denounce the transport to the proper authorities in the terms
and within the time stated in the preceding Article, shall be exempt from all
punishment, and shall have a right to the advantages mentioned in that Article.

7. The crimes and offences committed against the slaves on board ship shall
be punished according to the terms of the penal law.

8. The Consuls, Vice-Consuls, and Consular Agents of Greece are considered,
in respect to the execution of the present law, as juges instructeurs, and shall
have the right of commencing and pursuing the investigation without requiring
the previous order from the Attorney-General.

9. The authority to whom the trade in or transport of slaves shall be de-
nounced, or who shall have cognizance thereof by any other means, shall be
bound if he be a Greek authority, and shall have the right if he be a foreign |
authority, to set the slaves immediately at liberty.

10. Our Ministers of Justice and Marine are charged with the publication and
execution of the present law.

(Signed) OTHO.
KKRIEzIs.
Paicos.
‘THEOCHARIS.
'TISSAMENOS,
Hess.

 

Fourth Enclosure in No. 65.

Sir E. Lyons to M. Paicos.

MoNSIEUR LE SECRETAIRE D’Erat, Athens, April 22, 1841.

I wAvE already had the satisfaction of forwarding to Viscount Palmer-
ston a copy of the letter of the 14th instant, in which you do me the honour of
informing me that His Hellenic Majesty’s Government has published a law
against the Slave Trade; andI will avail myself of the earliest opportunity
which may offer, for engaging, in compliance with your request, the co-opera-
tion of the agents of the British Government in those places where no Greek
agent resides.

I have, &c.
(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

Monsieur Paicos,
&e. Se.

 

No. 66.

Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston.

: Athens, May 10, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received June 8.)

I nave the honour to enclose a copy of a Letter, in which, in obedience
to your Lordship’s Despatch of the 19th of March, 1 transmitted to M.
Paicos copies of the documents relating to the discovery of slaves on board the
Greek brig “ Miltiades” at Cephalonia, and expressed to him the confident
hope of Her Majesty’s Government, that the Greek Government would, for its
own honour, punish the guilty parties, and take the most effectual measures
for preserving the Greek flag from the disgrace of being made subservient to
Slave Trade. . .

I further stated to M. Paicos, in the same letter, that as His Hellenic
Majesty’s Government had since published a law prohibiting Slave Trade, I
should have considered myself justified in abstaining from making this com-
munication, had not the circumstances relating to the conduct of M. Pizzoli,
the Greek Vice-Consul at Corfu, rendered it important that His Hellenic
Majesty’s Government should be in possession of the documents referred to.
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M. Paicos has not acknowledged the receipt of this letter, but in reply to my

“‘Jetter of the 13th of April, stating that the withdrawal of M. Pizzoli’s exe-

quatur was contemplated at Corfu, he informs me, in a letter of which I have

the honour to enclose a copy, that M. Pizzoli has obtained leave of absence to

come to Greece, and that the Government will inquire into the affair.
I have, &c.

(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 66,

Sir E. Lyons to M. Paicos.

MonwsIEvR LE SECRETAIRE D’Etat, Athens, April 28, 1841. .

Her Maszsry’s Lord High Commissioner in the Ionian Islands having

transmitted to Her Majesty’s Government copies of the documents relating to

the discovery of slaves on board the Greek brig “‘ Miltiades,” at Cephalonia, 1

was instructed by Viscount Palmerston, Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of

State for Foreign Affairs, in a Despatch dated the 19th of March, to com-

municate these papers to the Greek Government, and at the same time to

express the confident hope of Her Majesty’s Government, that His Hellenic

Majesty's Government would, for its own honour, punish the guilty parties,

and take the most effectual measures for preserving the Greek flag from the

disgrace of being made subservient to Slave Trade.
As, however, His Hellenic Majesty’s Government has published a law pro-

hibiting the Slave Trade, I should have considered myselfjustified in abstain-

ing from making this communication, had not the subsequent conduct of the

Greek Vice-Consul at Corfu rendered it important that His Hellenic Majesty’s

Government should be in possession of the papers referred to.
I have now the honour to transmit them to you, Monsieur le Secrétaire

d’Etat, and to request you to retain them as long as they can be of any use,

and afterwards to return them to me.
I have, &c.

(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

Monsieur Paieos,
Se. &e.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 66.

M.Paicos to Sir E. Lyons,

MoNSIEUR LE CHEVALIER, Athénes, le 18 (80) Avril, 1841.

J’ar eu Vhonneur de recevoir votre Lettre d’office en date du 13 de ce

mois, ainsi que les piéces y annexées. Le Gouvernement du Roi se fera un

devoir d’examiner la conduite de M. Pizzoli par rapport 4 affaire du brick

“ Te Miltiade,” et comme il va se rendre bientét en Gréce en vertu d’un congé

qu’il a obtenu a cet effet depuis quelque tems, les autorités Ioniennes ne seront

pas en attendant en rélation avec M. Pizzoli pendant l’absence de ce fonction-

naire de son poste.
Agréez, &c.

(Signé) - A. PAICOS.

Monsieur le Chevaher Edmund Lyons,
&e. Se. ‘&e.

 

(Translation.)

Sir, . Athens, 18th (80th) April, 1841.

I wave had the henour to receive your Letter of the 13th instant, to-

gether with the documents annexed to it. The Government of the King will
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make a point of investigating the conduct of M. Pezzoli relative to the affair

of the brig “ Miltiades,” and as he will soon be in Greece upon leave that he

obtained for the purpose some time since, the Ionian authorities will not, in the

mean time, communicate with M. Pezzoli during the absence of that functionary
from his post.

Accept, &c.

(Signed) A. PAICOS.

Sir Edmund Lyons,
Se. Se.

 I

No. 67.

Viscount Palmerston to Sir E. Lyons.

Sir, Foreign Office, June 10, 1841.

I wAVE received your Despatch of the 22nd of April, 1841, transmitting

a Copy and Translation of a law recently published in Greece against Slave
Trade; and a copy of a Note from the Greek Minister, expressing the hope of
the Greek Government that British Agents will be instructed to render their
assistance for furthering the execution of that law. And I have to desire that,
in reply, you will express to the Government of the King of Greece the hope
of Her Majesty’s Government that this law will be faithfully executed; and

that you will instruct all British Consular Agents in Greece to give their best
assistance towards carrying it into effect.

Iam, &e.

(Signed) PALMERSTON.

Sir Edmund Lyons,
Se. &e.

 

No. 68.

M. Tricoupi to Viscount Palmerston.

. 16, Park Square East, ce 7 (19) Juin, 1841.

My Lorp, . (Received June 21.)

D’apres les instructions qui m’ont été adressées d’Athénes, je me fais
un devoir de transmettre ci-joint 4 votre Excellence copie d'une loi promulguée
dans le mois de Mars dernier en Gréce, qui confirme la prohibition de la traite —

des noirs, et inflige des peines 4 ceux des marins Grecs qui se livreraient a ce

trafic infamant.
Le concours des autorités étrangéres étant reclamé par les articles 4 et 9

de cette loi, en cas d’absence de Consuls Helléniques, je prie votre Excellence

de vouloir bien faire prendre par qui de droit les mesures nécessaires, afin que
les vues philantropiques du Gouvernement du Roi puissent étre convenable-
ment secondées.

Je saisis, &c.

 

(Signé) 8. TRICOUPI.
A son Excellence Lord Palmerston,

Se. &e. Se.

(Translation.)

My Lorp,

AccorpinG to instructions which have been addressed to me from
Athens, I transmit herewith to your Excellency a copy of a law promulgated
in Greece in the month of March last, which confirms the prohibition of the
Slave Trade, and inflicts punishment on those Greek mariners who shall engage
in this degrading traffic. .
The assistance of foreign authorities being asked by the 4th and 9th articles

of this law, in case of the absence of the Greek Consuls, I beg your Excellency
to cause the proper persons to take the necessary measures, in order that,
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the philanthropic measures of His Majesty’s Government may be properly

seconded.
1 take, &c.,

(Signed) 8S. TRICOUPI.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 68.

Law of the 1 (13) March, 1841.

(See page 49.)

 

No. 69.

Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston.

Athens, June 8, 1841.

My Logo, (Received July 5.)

I wave the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy ofaletter

which I have addressed to M. Paicos, in obedience to the instructions con-

tained in your Lordship’s Despatch of April 20, 1841, expressing the hope of

Her Majesty’s Government that the Greek Government would follow up the

edicts it proposed to issue against Slave Trade by vigorous execution, and

make an example of the parties guilty of such disgraceful practices.

L have also the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a note, in

which, in obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s Despatch

of the llth ultimo, I have sent to M. Paicos a copy of the Circular

addressed by your Lordship to British functionaries in slave-holding coun-

tries, on the impropriety of their being concerned in holding or dealing in

slaves, and have suggested the propriety of similar instructions being given to

Greek functionaries in those countries.
[ have, &c.,

(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.
 

First Enclosure in No. 69.

Sir Ei. Lyons to M. Paicos.

Athens, June 7, 1841.

MownsIguR LE SecRETAIRE D’EtArt,

Her Masesty’s Government have had under their consideration the -

answer which you did me the honour, on the 21st of January last, to return to

the representations which I had addressed to you, by order of Her Majesty's

Government, respecting the Slave Trade carried on under the Greek flag;

and in reply to the intimation contamed in the above-mentioned answer that

His Hellenic Majesty’s Government had prepared a project of law, prohibiting

the Slave Trade of Greece, I am instructed by Viscount Palmerston to

state that Her Majesty’s Government regret that they. cannot consider the
mere issuing of edicts as by any means sufficient to rescue the Greek name

from the reproach attaching to the prevalence of Slave ‘Trade under the flag

of Greece, but that Her’ Majesty’s Government trust that the edicts so issued
will be followed up by vigorous execution, and that an example will be. made

of the parties who are guilty of these disgraceful practices.
I have, &c.,

. (Signed) EDMUND LYONS.
Monsieur Paicos, a

&e. &e.
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Second Enclosure in No. 69.

Sir E. Lyons to M. Paicos.

Monsteur LE SECRETAIRE DETAT, Athens, June 8, 1841,

Her Masesty’s Government has been informed that persons appointed
by European Governments to reside as Ministers, or Consuls, or agents in
slave-holding countries, are sometimes in the habit of hiring and maintaining
slaves, and of engaging in undertakings in which slave property is concerned.
As by such practices the functionaries in question give an indirect sanction

to slavery, and appear to countenance measures which tend to create a demand
for slaves, Her Majesty’s Government has addressed to all British function-
aries in slave-holding countries the circular letter, of which, with its enclosure,

I do myself the honour to transmit to you copies herewith ; and as Her Ma-
jesty’s Government think it very important that the opinion of the Greek Go-
vernment should be expressed upon this subject in such a manner as to afford |
additional discouragement to the Slave Trade, Her Majesty’s Government
think that much good would be effected in this respect if the Greek Govern- ©
ment would address to its agents in slave-holding countries instructions
similar to those contained in the enclosed circular; and I have, therefore, the
honour, in obedience to instructions from Viscount Palmerston, Her Majesty's
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to address this note to the
Greek Government, for the purpose of engaging them to do so.

 

I have, &c.
Monsieur Paicos, (Signed) EDMUND. LYONS.

Se. &e.

No. 70.

Viscount Palmerston to M. Tricoupi.

Sir, Foreign Office, July 7, 1841.

I HAVE received your letier of the 19th ultimo, enclosing a translation
of a law promulgated by the Greek Government against the Slave Trade,
and requesting that British agents may be instructed to assist in carrying it
into effect; and I have, in reply, to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Consuls
in the Mediterranean Seas and throughout the Levant will be instructed to
give their best assistance for this purpose.

T am, &e.
Monsieur Tricoupt, (Signed) PALMERSTON.

Se. Sc. |

 

No. 71.

Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston.

Athens, June 12, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received August 9.)
Wirs reference to my Despatches of this year, dated the 22nd of

March and the 10th of May, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship
a copy of a letter from M. Paicos to me, as well as a copy of a letter enclosed
in it, in which M. Pezzoli, the Greek Vice-Consul at Corfu, explains the
assertions relative to the treatment of the negroes on board the Greek brig
“ Miltiades,” which had given offence to the Ionian authorities.

I have also the honour to transmit a copy of a letter, in which I informed
M. Paicos, that, as M. Pezzoli had also addressed a communication to the
Lord High Commissioner’s secretary, declaring that he had no intention to
offend the authorities in Cephalonia, or to impugn the correctness of their
statements,Iwas authorised to state that the Ionian Government had no de-
sire to pursue the matter further,

OS I have, &c.
(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

TheRight Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
: Se. Se. &e.
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First Enclosure in No. 71.

M. Pacos to Sir E. Lyons.

Monsieur Le CHEVALIER, Athéenes, ce 10 (22) Mai, 1841.

J’ar ef. Vhonneur de vous annoncer par ma lettre en date du 18 (30)

Avril que le Vice-Consul du Roi 4 Corfu, M. Pezzoli, devait bient6t se rendre

& Athénes en vertu d’un congé qui lui avait été accordé, et que le Ministére

aurait ainsi l’occasion de Yappeler 4 donner, autant verbalement que par

écrit, tous les éclaircissemens nécessaires sur la circonstance qui a pi donner
lieu 4 quelquemécontentement contre lui de la part des autorités Loniennes.
A son arrivé 4 Athénes, M. Pezzoli a appris avec surprise que sa conduite ~

dans l’affaire du “ Miltiade”’ avait pi étre mal interprétée, et s'est empressé de
déclarer qu'il n’a jamais été dans son intention de mettre en doute l’exactitude

et la véracité des rapports du resident de Sa Majesté Britannique a@Cepha-

lonie.
J'ai Yhonneur de vous communiquer ci-joint copie de la-lettre que M.

Pezzoli vient de m’adresser 4 ce sujet, et je suis persuadé que les explications
qu’elle contient sont de nature a éclaircir tout mal-entendu et &faire disparaitre

en effet tout sujet de mécontentement de la part des autorités Ioniennes envers
ce fonctionnaire. .

Agréez, &c.

(Signé) A. PAICOS.

Monsieur le Chevalier Edmund Lyons, oS

Se. Se. &e.

 

(Translation.)
Athens, May 10 (22), 1841.

I wap the honour to acquaint you in my Letter of the 18th (30th)
of April, that His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Corfu, M. Pezzoli, was expected

soon at Athens, upon leave which had been granted him, and that the Govern-
ment would then take occasion to call upon him to give, both verbally and in
writing, every necessary explanation as to the circumstance that can have
occasioned dissatisfaction towards him on the part of the Ionian authorities.

‘On his arrival at Athens, M. Pezzoli learnt, with surprise, that his conduct

in the affair of the “‘ Miltiades ” had been misconstrued, and hastened to de-

clare that it had never been his intention to cast a doubt upon the correctness
or truth of the reports of Her Britannic Majesty’s Resident at Cephalonia.

I have the honour to send herewith a copy ofthe letter which M. Pezzoli
has just addressed to me on the subject, and I am persuaded that the expla-
nations it contains are such as to clear up all misunderstanding, and to dispel,

in fact, all subject of dissatisfaction on the part of the Jonian authorities
towards this functionary.

Sir,

Accept, &c. |
(Signed) A. PAICOS.

Sir Edmund Lyons,
&e. Se.

 

Second Enclosure in No.71.

M, Pezzolt to M. Patcos.

MonsEIGNEUR, Athénes, ce 3 (15) Mai, 1841.

. En réponse & la Dépéche ministérielle en date de ce jour, par laquelle
je suis invité & m’expliquer clairement sur les expressions de ma lettre du
18 (80) Janvier passé, 4 Végard des négres trouvés 4 bord du brick Grec _
“Miltiade,” et pour lesquelles le Gouvernement Lonien a manifesté son mécon-
tentement, je déclare positivement que dans tout le contenu de la lettre sus-
mentionnée, il n’y a eu de ma part la moindre intention ni de mettre en doute
l’exactitude et la véracité des rapports de honorable Résident de Cephalonie,
et des autres autorités de cette ile, dans la circonstance dont elle concerne, ni

Crass D.
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celle de detourner d’aucune maniére la vérité. Dailleurs les examens faits aux

passagers qui se trouvaient 4 bord du brick, confirmés par moi, expliquent les

faits assez clairement pour rendre impossible méme le voulant de les couvrir

en leur donnant un différent aspect. Par les. expressions qui se trouvent dans

ma dite lettre, “ beri, sciolti, e ben trattati,’ j'ai entendu expliquer que les

négres, du moment ou ils se trouvérent & bord du brick “ Miltiade” ne furent

point tenus en chaine et battus durant la traversée, ainsi qu’il avait été d’abord

déclaré le contraire par deux passagers Francais embarqués & Tunis, qui avaient

eu querelle avec le propriétaire du navire endant le voyage, et que les déposi-

tions des autres passagers, au nombre de 25 ou 30, ont ensuite désavoués: l’ex-

pression “den trattati” est rélative 4 leur condition. Je n’ai non plus eu

Pintention de couvrir la conduite condamnable du capitaine. La faute grave

de sétre prété au transport d’esclaves était assez évidemment prouvée par les

dites déclarations, et la plainte que j'ai portée contre lui au royal Ministére

justifie ma conduite 4 légard des infractions quil avait commises aux lois

maritimes.
Je déclare en outre positivement que dans toutes mes demarches je n'ai

point eu la moindre idée d’offenser Ja délicatesse des autorités Ioniennes, pour

lesquelles je professe toute Vestime et le respect bien mérités,et il m’est bien

penible d’apprendre que l'on ait pu donner lieu & des doutes sur mes sentimens

4 leur égard; et méme pour en mieux donner toute l’assurance je me propose -

de faire parvenir de ma part aussi directement 4 son Excellence le Lord Haut

Commissaire, mes explications en adressant a lHonorable M. Fraser, secré-

taire de son Excellence, la lettre dont Jai Vhonneur de soumettre ci-jointe

copie & votre Excellence.
Dans l’espoir que les explications que je viens de soumettre 4 votre Excellence

seront suffisantes pour éclaircir tout mal-entendu, et pour faire disparaitre tout

sujet de mécontentement de la part des autorités Ioniennes, ce que je désire

bien sincérement,
Je suis, &c.

(Signé) V. PEZZOLTI, Vice-Consul.

Son Excellence Monsieur A. Paicos,

Se. Se. Se.
 

(Translation.)

My Lorn, Athens, May 3 (15), 1841.

In reply to a ministerial Despatch dated yesterday, by which I am called

upon to explain clearly the expressions contained in my letter of the 18th

(30th) of January, on the subject of the negroes found on board the Greek brig

“ Miltiades,” and respecting which the Ionian Government has stated its dis-

satisfaction, I positively declare that, in the whole contents of the above-men-

tioned letter, I had not the least intention either to throw a doubt upon the

exactness or veracity of the reports of the honourable Resident of Cephalonia,

and the other authorities of that island, as to the circumstance to which it

relates, or to disguise the truth in any manner whatever. Moreover, the ex-

aminations of the passengers who were on board the brig, and which were con-

firmed by me, explain the facts with sufficient clearness to prevent even a desire

to conceal them by giving thema different aspect. By the expressions in my

before-mentioned letter, viz. “liberi, sciolti, e ben trattati,’ I meant to say

that the negroes, from the moment they were on board the brig “ Miltiades,”

were not kept in chains and flogged on the passage, as the contrary had been

declared by two French passeagers who embarked at Tunis, and had quarrelled

with the owner of the vessel on the voyage, which depositions the other pas-

sengers, to the number of 25 or 80, afterwards disavowed: the expression “ ben

trattati’” is relative to their condition. Neither was it my intention to conceal

the culpable conduct of the captain. The serious charge of assisting in the

transport of slaves was sufficiently proved by the said declarations; and the

complaint I made against him to the Government will justify my conduct as to

the infractions he had committed of the maritime laws. ,

I moreover positively declare, that in all my dealings I have never had the

least idea of offending the delicacy of the Jonian authorities, for whom I pro-

fess all the esteem and respect they well deserve, and it is very painful to me to
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Jearn that any doubts should have arisen as to my sentiments on this point;

> and in order to make the matter still more certain, I propose moreover to send

direct to his Excellency the Lord High Commissioner my explanations in a

letter to the Honourable Mr. Fraser, his Excellency’s secretary, of which I have

the honour to submit herewith a copy to your Excellency.

In the hope that the explanations I now submit to your Excellency will suf.

fice to explain away all misunderstandings, and to dispel all cause of dissatis-

faction on the part of the Ionian authorities, which [ most sincerely desire,

. T have, &c.,
(Signed) V. PEZZOLL, Vice-Consul.

His Excellency Monsieur A. Puatcos, .
&e. Se. . &e.
 

Third Enclosure in No. 71.

Sir E. Lyons to M. Paicos.

Monsieur LE SECRETAIRE D’Erat, Athens, June 11, 1841.

I xost no time in forwarding to Her Majesty’s Lord High Commissioner

in the Ionian Islands, copies of the Letter which you did me the honour to

address to me on the 22nd ultimo, and of the Letter enclosed in it, in which

Mr. Pizzoli explains the assertion relative to the treatment of the negroes on

board the Greek brig “ Miltiades,” which had given offence to the Ionian

authorities.
The Lord High Commissioner states to me in reply, that as Mr. Pizzoli has

likewise addressed a communication to his Excellency’s secretary, declaring

that he had no intention to offend the authorities in Cephalonia, or to impugn

the correctness of their statements, the Ionian Government has no desire to

pursue the matter further.
T have, &c.

(Signed) EDMUND LYONS

Monsieur Paicos,
fe. =e..
 

. No. 72.

Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston.

Athens, June 19, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received August 9.)

I nave the honour to enclose to your Lordship a copy of the answer of

M. Paicos to the Note dated on the 8th instant, in which, in obedience to the

instruction contained in your Lordship’s Despatch of the 11th ultimo, I

invited the Greek Government to issue instructions to Greek functionaries in

slave-holding countries similar to those contained in the Circular addressed by

your Lordship to British functionaries in those countries.
I have, &ce.

(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. Se.

 

Enclosure inNo. 72.

M. Paicos to Sir E. Lyons.

MonsIguR Lu CHEVALIER, Athénes, ce 6 (18) Juin, 1841.

J’at eu Phonneur de recevoir la Lettre d’office que vous m’avez écrite

en date du 8 Juin, N.S., pour me communiquer copie de la Circulaire que le

Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique a cru convenable d’adresser & quel-

ques uns de ses employés rélativement 4 la question de l’esclavage, et pour
engager celui du Roi 4 agir de la sorte.
En vous remerciant de cette communication, je suis bien aise de pouvoir en

méme tems vous assurer, Monsieur le Chevalier, que non seulement le Gouverne-
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ment Royal a déja émis, concernant la prohibition de l’esclavage, une loi, por-

tant une forte sanction pénale, mais il a déja appelé, par une Circulaire, toute

l’attention de ses fonctionnaires 4 l’étranger.
Agréez, &c.

 

(Signé) A. PAICOS.
Monsieur le Chevalier Edmund Lyons,

Se. &e. Se.

(Translation.)
Sir, Athens, 6 (18) June, 1841.

I nave had the honour to receive the Official Letter which you addressed

to me on the 8th of June, N.S., in order to communicate to me a copy of the
- Circular, which Her Britannic Majesty’s Government has thought proper to
address to some of its employés, relative to the question of slavery, and to
induce that of my Sovereign to do the like.

In thanking you for that communication Iam very glad to be able at the
same time to assure you, that not only has the Royal Government passeda law
concerning the prohibition of slavery, which is subject to a heavy penalty, but
has already, by means of a Circular, called all the attention of its functionaries
abroad to the subject.

Accept, &c.

Sir Edmund Lyons, (Signed) A. PAICOS.
Se. &e.
 I

No. 73.

Sir E. Lyons to Viscount Palmerston.

My Lorp, Athens, August 13, 1841.

I wap the honour to receive your Lordship’s Despatch of the 10th of

June on the Sth instant, and in obedience to the instructions contained in it, I

have addressed a Note to the Greek Government (a copy of which is enclosed)

expressing the hope of Her Majesty’s Government, that the law lately pub-

lished in Greece against Slave Trade will be faithfully executed, and I have

desired all British Consular Agents in this country to give their best assistance

towards carrying it into effect.
Ihave the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith No. 26 of the

Government newspaper, which contains a Circular on this subject, issued by

the Departments of Justice and of the Marine.
I have, &c.

(Signed) EDMUND. LYONS.

The Right Hon, Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., :

&e. &e. &e.
 

First Enclosure in No. 73.

Sir E. Lyons to M, Mavrocordato.

Athens, August 13, 1841.

Monsieur Le PESIDENT,

- _-Her Maszsry’s Government having had under their consideration the

law lately published in Greece against Slave Trade, as well as M. Paicos’ Letter

to me of the 24th of April, expressing the hope of His Hellenic Majesty's

Government that British agents would be instructed to render their assistance

for furthering the execution of it, I am desired to express to the Government

of the King of Greece the hope of Her Majesty’s Government that the law will

be faithfully executed, and also to instruct all British Consular Agents in

Greece to give their best assistance towards carrying it into effect.
Ihave, &c.

(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

His Excellency Monsieur A, Mavrocordato,
$e. &e. &e.
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Second Enclosure in No. 73.

Instructions aux Marins, explicatoires de la loi sur la Traite ou Commerce
des Esclaves.

Minist res de la Justice et de la Marine,
Athénes, le 18 (30) Juillet, 1841.

QuorevE, par la déclaration qui proclame libre tout homme qui foule le

sol Hellénique, l’esclavage se trouve aboli dans le royaume, et quoique le com-

merce des esclaves y ait été interdit, il.a existé jusque dans ces derniers tems

les hommes qui, en vue d’un gain sordide, et au mépris des sentimens les plus

honorables, se sont livrés au trafic de la trait: Je Gouvernement, voulant

anéantir définitivement ce honteux commerce, a rendu la loi du 1* (13) Mars,
1841, qui condamne non seulement quiconque prendra part a la traite, mais

encore quiconque aidera par son concours au transport des esclaves d’un pays

4 un autre, & des peines proportionnées & sa culpabilité; voulant ainsi contrain-

dre, par une pénalité expresse, tous ceux qu’une simple interdiction n’y a pas

décidé & abandonner cet inhumain trafic. L’intention de cette loi, qui a été pub-

liée par le N° 7 dujournal officiel de cette année, est:
1°, D’éloigner tout sujet Hellénique de prendre une part quelconque 4 la

Traite ou commerce des esclaves.
2°, Attendu que la traite soptre habituellement au moyen du transport par

mer des esclaves d’un pays 4 un autre oii l’esclavage est toléré, d’empécher tout

navire Grec de s’employer a ce transport. .
3°. Attendu qu’en outre le simple transport d’esclaves non destinés a étre

revendus, mais seulement 4 appartenir 4 un autre maitre, concourt aussi 4 la

perpétuation de l’esclavage, cette loi a voulu aussi interdire ce transport aux

navires Grecs.
La loi punit non seulement l’acte accompli de Ia traite c’est 4 dire achat,

la vente, ou le transport des esclaves, mais encore le fait seul de leur réception

& bord des navires. Ainsi tout capitaine, qui sans y étre contraint par des

circonstances indépendantes de la volonté, consentira & recevoir 4 son bord,

pour les transporter ailleurs, des hommes destinés & l’esclavage, sera puni comme

le marchand méme, sauf que les peines seront plus légéres 4 son égard.
La loi punit tout sujet Hellénique selon le degré de complicité dont il sera re-

connu coupable, dans l'un des cas sus-mentionnés. Mais elle concerne surtout

les navires et les marins, attendu qu’ils sont les organes ordinaires de la traite

et du transport des esclaves. Le capitaine, le propriétaire, et jusqu’au dernier

homme de l’équipage d’un navire, en tant qu’ayant volontairement contribué a

la traite, sont punis par les travaux forcés, ?emprisonnement, et l’amende.

Quant aux capitaines et propriétaires de navires, ils sont en outre privés a& per-

pétuité du droit de commander un navire. Toutefois la legislature, sévére &

Yégard de ceux qui ont persisté dans la contravention4la loi, se montre indul-

gent 3 Yégard de ceux qui, momentanément entraines, se sont repentis 4 tems,

et ont par suite de leur repentir empéché 'accomplissement de Yactedela traite.

Le capitaine seul, en tant que plus capable que les autres d’apprécier la gravité

de l’acte qu'il accomplit, n’a pas droit 4 cette indulgence. Aussi doit il non

seulement refuser de prendre aucune part & la traite, mais encore en éloigner
tous ceux qui servent sous ses ordres. .Tous les autres individus fesant partie

el’ équipage sont admissibles 4 reclamer l'indulgence de la loi pour s’étre re-

pentis 4 tems, circonstance que la loi détermine de la maniére suivante :—-

1°. Toutes les fois quavant le départ du port ott le navire aura embarqué

les esclaves ou aura conclu pour leur embarquement, on aura dénoncé ce

dont on aura eu connaissance au sujet de la traite & Yautorité consulaire

Hellénique.
Si dans le pays ne se trouve point d’autorité consulaire Hellénique, cette dé-

nonciation a la méme valeur ayant été faite au consulat d’une autre pulssance

reprouvant aussi le commerce de la traite, particuliérement aux consulats

d’Angleterre, de France, de Russi, d’Autriche, de Prusse, et des Etats-Unis

@Amérique. ,

2°, Quand, n’ayant pu, par suite d’un-empéchement supérieur, faire ladénon-

ciation dans le port de départ, l’'aura faite au commandant du batiment de guerre

qui visitera le premier le navire portant les esclaves.
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3°, Quand il n’aura pas été possible de faire la dénonciation dans le port de

départ, et qu’aucune visite par un batiment de guerre n’aura eu lieu pendant le

trajet, elle pourra étre faite aux autorités consulaires du premier port ot le navire

fesant la traite touchera.
Si Ja dénonciation n’a lieu qu’aprés le debarquement des esclaves, le denonci-

ateur évite aussi les poursuites, en tant qu’il n’est pas prouvé quil aurait pu dé-

noncer avant le débarquement et quil a négligé de le faire.

Ceux qui feront les dénonciations & tems, et selon les circonstances ci-dessus

mentionnées,non seulment seront libérés de toute poursuite, mais jouiront encore

des avantages suivans :
Leurs obligations envers Je capitaine cessent d’étre en vigueur, et ils ne sont

point tenus de servir 4 son bord jusqu’au terme de leur engagement, en outre ils

conservent le droit de recevoir, non seulement leur solde tout entiére, comme si

le voyage était fini, mais encore les moyens de rentrer en Gréce, s’ils se trouvent

& letranger quand ils dénonceront la traite.
Le refus des capitaines 4 se conformer & ces obligations n’est pas a craindre.

Les Consuls, qui sont obliges par Ja loi & fournir aux marins tout concours et

toute protection, seront toujours préts 4 accorder aide & quiconque le réclamera

d’eux, et 2 s’occuper activement de lexécution des volontés de laloi.

La loi, ainsi qu'il a été dit plus haut, interdit et punit, non seulement le com-

merce de la traite, mais encore le simple transport des esclaves; et dans ce second

cas admet aussi le repentir, et concéde la méme impunité et les mémes avantages

que dans le premier cas aux dénonciateurs du fait de transport d’esclaves. Le

tems, le mode, et toutes les circonstances de la dénonciation sont les mémes ici que

lorsqu’il s’agit de la traite proprement dite.
Tel est le but et telles sont les dispositions de la loi qui interdit le commerce

des esclaves. Est condamné et puni toute part prise soit 4 l’'achat, soit a la vente

des esclaves, ainsi que tout transport d’esclaves effectué par des navires Grecs,

soit en vue d’un gain, soit en vue de favoriser le maintien de lesclavage.

Dans un cas seulement le transport des esclaves demeure impuni, cest quand

il a pour but leur mise en liberté, ainsi que l'exprime article 6 de la loi. Mais

dans le cas o¥ un capitaine aura acheté ou embarqué des esclaves a son bord,

dans V’intention de les affranchir, il ne suffit pas qu'il allégue cette intention, pour

éviter les poursuites ; si son navire est trouvé portant des esclaves, il est tenu

selon la loi de prouver que tel était réellement son but.
La déposition et l’'aveu de ceux qui transportent les esclaves peuvent en cer-

tains cas servir de preuves, mais la plus certaine de toutes les mesures a prendre

pour éviter les poursuites est: .
1°. Que le capitaine informe de son projet, et avant sou départ l’autorité con-

sulaire dans le port ot il opérera Yembarquement des esclaves, et qiil en re-

goive une copie officielle de sa déclaration, qu’il possédera 4 son bord pour sa

justification.
2°. Qu’il recoive de l’autorité locale du lieu ot il mettra les esclaves en liberté,

ou, si c’est en pays étranger, de l’autorité consulaire, un certificat de ’accom-

plissement de cet acte philanthropique. C'est ainsi qu’ilpeut éviter le danger

d’étre poursuivi, danger d’autant plus imminent que, selon l’esprit de la loi, le seul

fait de la présence des esclaves dans un navire est un motif suffisant de poursuites,

qui ne se dégage de son caractére criminel que lorsque le prevenu peut prouver
sa bonne intention.

L. MELAS, le Ministre de la Justice.

KRIESIS, fe Ministre de la Marine.

 

(Translation.)

Instructions to Shipmasters and others, explanatory of the Law against

Slave Trade.

Departments of Justice and Marine,
Athens, 18th (80) July, 1841.

Attuoucu slavery is abolished throughout the kingdom by the declara-
tion which proclaims every man who touches Grecian soil to be free, and although

the trade in slaves is interdicted, there have been found men up to the latest
period, who, tempted by sordid gain, and in contempt of the most honourable
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sentiments, have abandoned themselves to the pursuit of that trade. The Go-

yernment, desirous of completely abolishing this disgraceful traffic, has passed

the law of the Ist (13th) March, 1841, which condemns not only all who engage

in the trade, but, moreover, all who may give assistance in the transport of slaves

from one country to another, to penalties proportioned to their culpability; wish-

ing thus to compel, by an express penalty, those who, by a simple interdiction,

had not been decided to abandon this inhuman traffic. The intention of this

law, which was published in No. 7 of the Official Journal of this year, is :—

Ist. To deter all Greek subjects from engaging in any manner whatever in

the Slave Trade.
2nd. Considering that the trade is commonly carried on by means of the trans-

port by sea of slaves from one country to another where slavery is tolerated, to

revent all Greek vessels from engaging in such transport.

3rd. Considering, moreover, that the simple transport of slaves, not destined to

be resold, but only to belong to another master, tends also to the perpetuationof

slavery, this law is intended likewise to interdict such transport in Greek

vessels.
‘ The law punishes not only the actual fact of slave trading, that is to say, the

purchase, sale, or transport of slaves, but also the simple fact of their reception

on board ship. Moreover, any captain who, without being compelled by circum-

stances independent of will, shall consent to receive on board his vessel, for trans-

port, persons destined for slavery, will be punished as well as the dealer himself,

excepting that the penalties in his case will be lighter.

The law punishes all Greek subjects according to the degree of complicity of

which they shall be found to be guilty, in any of the cases above-mentioned. But

it applies above all to shipping and crews of vessels, as being the usual organs of

the Slave Trade and of the transport of slaves.. The captain, the owner, and even

the lowest man of the crew of a ship, having voluntarily assisted in the trade,

will be punished by forced labour, imprisonment, and fine. As regards the cap-

tains and owners of vessels, they will be, moreover, deprived for ever of the right

of commanding a vessel. Nevertheless the legislature, severe against those who

have persisted in the contravention of the law, is indulgent to such as, moment-

arily carried away, have repented betimes, and, in consequence of their repentance,

have prevented the accomplishment of the act of slave trading. The captain

only, as being more capable than the others of judging of the gravity of the act

he commits, has no right to such indulgence. Moreover, he should not. only

refuse to engage in any wayin the trade, but should likewise deter all who

serve under his orders. All the other individuals forming part of the crew have

a claim upon the indulgence of the law, if repenting in time, a circumstance

which the law determines in the following manner :—
lst. Whenever previously to the departure from a port where the vessel

shall have embarked slaves, or shall have engaged to embark them, they shall

denounce whatever they know relative to the trade, to the Greek consular

authority. ,

In case there be no Greek consular authority in the country, such denun-

ciation will be of equal value if made to the Consulate of any other power

by which the Slave Trade is reprobated, particularly those of England, France,

Russia, Austria, Prussia, and the United States of America.

Qnd. Whenever, it having been impossible, owing to difficulties interposed by

superiors, to make the denunciation at the port of departure, it shall have been

made to the commander of the vessel of war who shall first visit thevessel car-

rying slaves.
3rd. Whenever it ‘shall not have been possible to make the denunciation at

the port of departure, and no visit by a vessel of war shall have. taken place

during the passage, it can be made to the consular authorities of the first port at

which the slave-trading vessel may touch. .
In case the denunciation only takes place after the landing of the slaves, the

denunciator avoids prosecution, inasmuch as it is not proved that he could have

denounced before the landing, and that he neglected to do so.

Such persons as shall make denunciations in time, and under the circum-

stances above-mentioned, will not only be relieved from all prosecution, but will,

moreover, enjoy the following advantages :—
Their engagements with the captain cease to be binding, and they are not

bound to serve on board until the end of their engagement, besides which they
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reserve the right of receiving, not only their wages without reduction, as if the
voyage were finished, but, moreover, the means of returning to Greece, in case

they be in a foreign country on making the denunciation.
The refusal of captains to conform to these obligations is not to be feared.

The consuls, who are obliged by law to render every assistance and protection to
seamen, will be always ready to give such assistance to whoever may claim it

of them, and to engage actively in the execution of the intentions of the law.
The law, as above stated, interdicts and punishes not only the Slave Trade,

but, moreover, the simple transport of slaves ; and in this last case admits also of
repentance, and concedes the same impunity and the same advantages as in the
first case to the denunciators of the fact of the transport of slaves. The time,
the manner, and all the circumstances of the denunciation, are the same in these
cases as in that of the Slave Trade itself.
Such is the object and such are the provisions of the law which interdicts

the trade in slaves. All persons taking part either in the purchase or sale of
slaves are by it condemned and punished, as well as all transport of slaves in
Greek vessels, either for purposes of gain or of favouring the continuance of
slavery.

In one case only the transport of slaves is unpunishable—namely, when the
object is to place them at liberty, as expressed in the 6th Article of the law.
But in case of a captain purchasing or shipping slaves on board his vessel, with
the intention of liber#ing them, it is not sufficient that he allege such inten-
tion, in order to avoid prosecution. If his vessel is found with slaves on board,
he is bound by law to prove that such was really his object. .
The deposition and avowal of those who transport slaves may, in certain

cases, serve as proof; but the most certain of all the steps to be taken to avoid
prosecution is—

Ist. For the captain to give information of his project, previously to his de-
parture, to the Consular authority at the port where the embarkation of slaves
shall take place; and to receive an official copy of his declaration, which he
shall keep on board for his justification.

Qnd. That he receive from the local authority of the place where he shall set
the slaves at liberty, or, if in a foreign country, from the Consular authority, a
certificate of the accomplishment of such philanthropic act.
By these means hé may avoid the danger of prosecution—a danger the more

imminent, as, according to the spirit of the law, the simple fact of the presence
of slaves on boarda vessel is sufficient motive for prosecution; and will not lose
its criminal character until the accused can furnish proof of his good intention.

(Signed) L. MELAS, Minister of Justice.
KRIESIS, Minister of Marine.

 

No. 74.

Viscount Palmerston to Sir E. Lyons.

Sir, Foreign Office, dugust 26, 1841.

I wave received your Despatch of the 19th of June, 1841, enclosing a
copy of the reply returned by M. Paicos to the note which you addressed to
the Greek Government, inviting them to issue instructions to their function-
aries in slave-holding countries, prohibiting them from being, directly or in-
directly, interested in slave property.

I have to instruct you to present a note to M. Paicos, pointing out that this
answer entirely evades the request made by Her Majesty’s Government; and
you will state that you are instructed to repeat that request, and to express the
earnest hope of Her Majesty’s Government that the Government of Greece
will not object to do what Her Majesty’s Government thus asks, and which
has been consented to by the Governments of Belgium, Hanover, Naples,
Portugal, Sardinia, and Sweden.

lam, &c.

(Signed) PALMERSTON.
Sir Edmund Lyons, Bart.,

Se. Se. &e.
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No. 75.

Sir E. Lyons to the Earl of Aberdeen.
Athens, September 21, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received October 14.)

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a Note, in

which, m pursuance of the instructions contained in Viscount Palmerston’s

Despatch to me of the 26th of August, I pointed out to the Greek Government

the evasive nature of its reply to the request which I had made to it, by his
Lordship’s desire, that it would prohibit its functionaries in slave-holding

countries from being interested in slave property; and renewed that request on

the part of Her Majesty’s Government.
I have, &c.

(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.
The Right Hon. Earl of Aberdeen, K.T., —

Se. &e. Sec.

 

Enclosure in No. 75.

Sir HE. Lyons to M, Rizo.
Athens, September 20, 1841.

Monsieur LE SECRETAIRE D’ETArt,

I HAVE communicated to Her Majesty’s Government the reply which
M. Paicos did me the honour, on the 6th (18th) of June, to return to the note
which I addressed to His Hellenic Majesty's Government on the 8th of June,
requesting it to issue instructions to its functionaries in slave-holding countries,
prohibiting them from being, directly or indirectly, interested in slave property.
Lam desired to point out to His Hellenic Majesty’s Government that this

answer entirely evades the request made by Her Majesty’s Government, and to
state that I am instructed to repeat that request, and to express the earnest
hope of Her Majesty’s Government that the Government of Greece will not
object to do what Her Majesty’s Government thus asks, and which has been

consented to by the Governments of Belgium, Hanover, Naples, Portgal,
Sardinia, and Sweden. oe

I have, &c.
(Signed) EDMUND LYONS.

Monsieur Rizo,
Se. &e.

No. 76.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir E. Lyons.

Foreign Office, October 30, 1841.

Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.
(See No. 10.)

 

No. 77.

The Earl of Aberdeen to M. Tricoupt.

Foreign Office, November 12, 1841.

Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.
(See No. 11.) .

 

No. 78.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir E. Lyons.

Foreign Office, December 27, 1841.

Circular asking for all Laws on Slave Trade.

(See No. 14.)

Crass D.
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No. 79.

Viscount Palmerston te British Consuls and VPice-Consuls.

Circular as to carrying into effect the Greek Law against Slave Trade.

(See No. 44, p. 18.)

 

No. 80.

Mr. Green to Viscount Palmerston.

. British Consulate, the Pireus, September 6, 1841.

My Lorn, (Received October 11.)

I wave the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch

dated the 31st of July, together with its two Enclosures, which have my full

attention.
I have, &e.

(Signed) JOHN GREEN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. .

&e. Se. &e.
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MOROCCO. (Consular.)
 

No. 81.

Viscount Palmerston to British Consul and Pice-Consul.

Foreign Office, May 3, 1841.

Circular on holding or being interested in Slave Property.

(See No. 43.)
 

No. 82.

Mr. T. R. Drummond Hay to Viscount Palmerston.

British Consulate-General, Tangier, May 31, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received June 14.)

I wave the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch
of the 8th instant, and shall forward, according to your Lordship’s instructions,

a copy of the Memorial from the General Anti-Slavery Convention to the
British Vice-Consuls in this country.

I have, &c.
(Signed) T. R. DRUMMOND HAY,

Acting Consul-General.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
Se. &e. Se.

 

No. 83.

Viscount Palmerston to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls.

Foreign Office, July 31, 1841.

Circular instruction, as to execution of the Greek Law against Slave Trade.

(See No. 44.)

 

No. 84.

Mr. Consul-General Hay to Viscount Palmerston.

British Consulate-General, Tangier,
My Lorp, August 18, 1841.

I HavE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch,
dated the 31st ultimo, which conveys to me copies in triplicate of a letter from.
the Greek Minister at the Court of London, accompanying a translation of a
law promulgated by the King of Greece on the 13th of last March, prohibiting
the trade in slaves and assigning penalties for offences committed in contra-
vention of that law. I have received therewith also, in triplicate, a copy of a
Despatch and its enclosures from Her Majesty’s Minister in Greece, upon the
same subject. .

I shall not fail to give my best assistance, as called on by your Lordship,

towards carrying the said law into effect, if ever an occasion present itself;
and, according to your Lordship’s instruction, will forward one set of the said
enclosures to each of my Vice-Consuls.at Mogador and Tetuan.

T have, &c.
(Signed) T.R. DRUMMOND HAY.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. &e. &e.
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No. 85.

The Earl ofAberdeen to Mr. Hay.

Foreign Office, October 30, 1841.

Circular sending papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 10.)

 

No. 86.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hay.

Foreign Office, December 27, 1841.

Circular asking for all laws on Slave Trade.

(See No. 14.)
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PALESTINE. (Consular.)
 

No. 87,

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Young.

Foreign Office, May 8, 1841.

Circular on holding or being interested in slave property.

(See No. 43.)
 

No. 88.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Young.

Foreign Office, July 31, 1841.
Circular Instruction, as to the execution of the Greek law against Slave Trade.

(See No. 44.)

 

No. 89.

Mr. Young to Viscount Palmerston.

. Jerusalem, July 8, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received Sept. 9.)

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Cir-cular Despatch of the 8th of May, transmitting to me the copy of a Memorialfrom the General Anti-Slavery Convention.
Whenevera fitting occasion presents itself in my intercourse with the natives,I never lose the opportunity to state how much the British Government is opposedto every species of traffic in slaves; and in the year 1839 I took occasion toaddress each of the Consular Agents within my jurisdiction on the subject, asI had the honour to apprise your Lordship in my Despatch dated the 14th ofMarch, 1839, and of which your Lordship, in reply, was pleased to approve.

ee I have, &c.
(Signed) — W. T. YOUNG.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. :
§e. &e. —&e.
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No. 90.

Viscount Palmerston to Sir John MNeil.

Str, Foreign Offce, July 9, 1841.

Hr Masesry’s Government being anxiously desirous to see the Slave

Trade put down, and the condition of slavery abolished, in every part of the world,

I have to instruct you to collect and transmit to me all the information you can

procure upon the present state of the Slave Tradeand of slavery in the dominions

of the Shah of Persia, and in the adjoining and neighbouring countries.

It is well known that in countries where the Mohammedan religion prevails

Slave Trade and the condition of slavery arein unison with the habits, opinions,

and prejudices of the people; and instead of being there viewed with the same

feelings of disgust which such things excite among Christian nations, they are

deeply interwoven with the civil institutions of those countries.

Hence it follows that Her Majesty’s Government cannot hope or expect that

by any influence they may possess, nor by any arguments they can use, they

can be able at once to persuade Mohammedan nations to adopt the notions of

Christendom on these matters’; but, nevertheless, Her Majesty’s Government

conceive that much good may be accomplished in these respects even in Mo-

hammedan countries by steady perseverance, and by never omitting to take

advantage of favourable opportunities to press upon Mohammedan rulers the

wishes of the British Government on these points.

You will accordingly take an early opportunity of expressing to the Shah of

Persia the strong desire which is felt on this matter by Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment, and you will represent to him that he would be doing a thing extremely

acceptable to the British Government and nation if he would issue a Decree,

prohibiting for the future the importation of slaves of any kind into Persia, and —

making it penal for a Persian to purchase slaves.
The Persian Government has of late years justified its hostilities against

the Affghans and the Tourkmans upon the ground that those nations have

been in the habit of carrying off Persian subjects as slaves, and the British

Government has been useful in persuading the Affghans to agree to give up

that practice; but the Shah cannot reasonably object to order his subjects

to abstain from encouraging against neighbouring nations those acts of violence

and rapine from which he has felt it right to protect his own people even by

the extremities of war; and the Shah would be still more fortified in reason

in resisting and in punishing offences of this kind when committed by other

nations, if he were effectually to prevent his own subjects from purchasing

slaves who must have been made slaves by acts of violence or treachery in

other countries. You will also urge the Shah to extend his prohibition to

the importation of slaves by sea as well as by land; and to the importation

of slaves from Africa and India, as well as from the countries bordering

upon Persia.
You will say to the Shah that every State in Europe and in America has

now by law prohibited the Slave Trade, and that the greater number of

these States have abolished the condition of slavery within their territories;

that these principles are rapidly spreading even in Mohammedan nations,

and that the Imaum of Muscat and the Bey of Tunis have issued laws
against Slave Trade.
You will further say that it would be highly agreeable to the British

Government and nation if the Shah would issue some edict encouraging and

exhorting his subjects to set free such of their slaves as may be most deserv-
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ing of such favour, and pointing out to his subjects that such acts of benevo-

lence and mercy could not fail to obtain the favour of Heaven for those who

do them.
I have, &c.

(Signed) PALMERSTON.

Sir John M‘Neil, G.C.B.,
&e. Se.

 

No. 91. _

The Earl ofAberdeen to Sir John MNeil.

Foreign Office, December 27, 1841.

Circular for ali laws on Slave Trade.

(See No. 14.)
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SYRIA. (Consular.)

 

No. 92.

Viscount Palmerston to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls.

Foreign Office, May 8, 1841.

Circular Instruction on holding or being interested in slave property.

(See No. 43.)

 

No. 93.

Viscount Palmerston to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls.

Foreign Office, July 31, 1841.

Circular Instruction as to the execution of the Greek law against Slave Trade.

(See No. 44.)
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No. 94.

Viscount Ponsonby to Viscount Palmerston.

Therapia, December 27, 1840.

My Lorp, (Received February 8, 1841.)
I HAVE paid the greatest attention to your Lordship’s several instructions

on the subject of slavery in Turkey, with the hopes of arriving at some result
that would afford a chance of obtaining in any degree the object your Lordship
so earnestly desires to accomplish. I have mentivned the subject, and I have
been heard with extreme astonishment, accompanied with a smile, at a propo-
sition for destroying an institution closely interwoven with the frame of society
in this country, and intimately connected with the law and with the habits, and
even the religion, of all classes of the people, from the Sultan himself down to
the lowest peasant. .
The Sultans, for some centuries past, have never married, and the imperial

race is perpetuated by mothers who are slaves. _
In all other families slaves may be, and often are, the mothers of legitimatised|

children, who are in all respects as much esteemed as those of legal wives.
The admirals, the generals, the ministers of state, in great, part have been

_ originally slaves. In most families a slave enjoys the highest degree of con-
fidence and influence with the head of the house.
To carry what your Lordship desires into execution it will be necessary to

limit the law of succession to the Crown and alter the policy that has so long
guided the Sultans in that respect, and also to change fundamentally the poli-
tical and civil institutions and laws and the domestic arrangements of the
people. Universal confusion would perhaps be the consequence of such violent
changes, and probably those persons intended to be most benefited. by them
would be thegreatest sufferers. _ an - ; Coe
The slaves are geterally well protected against ill-treatment by custom and

the habits of the Turks, and by the interests of masters and their religious
duty, and perhaps slaves in Turkey are not to be considered worse off than men
everywhere else who are placed by circumstances in a dependent situation;
whilst on the other hand they may attain, and constantly do enjoy, the highest
dignities, the greatest power, and largest share of wealth of any persons in the
empire,

I think that all attempts to effect your Lordship’s purpose will fail, and I
fear they might give. offence if urged forward with importunity. I was asked,
“What would the English Government think of. the Sublime Porte if it was to
call upon the Sovereign of England and the people of England to alter the
fundamental law of their country, and change its domestic habits‘and customs
in order to please the taste of the Turks?” - oS

T could perceive, in. spite of the good-humoured politeness with which this
question was asked, that there was something like wounded feeling in the
speaker. So . oo
The Turks may believe us to be their superiors in the sciences, in arts, and

in arms; but they are very far from thinking our wisdom or our morality
greater than their own.

T have, &c.
: (Signed) PONSONBY.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
Se. Se. Se.

 

Crass D. ‘
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No. 95.

Viscount Palmerston to Viscount Ponsonby.

Foreign Office, April 15, 1841. |

Circular sending Treaty with the Argentine Confederation.
(See No. 1.)

 

No. 96.

Viscount Palmerston to Viscount Ponsonby.

Foreign Office, April 22, 1841.

Circular sending Convention with Hayti.
(See No. 2.)

 |

No. 97.

Viscount Palmerston to Lord Ponsonby.

My Lorp, Foreign Office, June 23, 1841. |

I HEREWITH transmit to your Excellency copies of two Despatches which

I have received from Sir Thomas Reade, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at

Tunis, stating the steps which the Bey of Tunis has taken against Slave Trade

and slavery, and a copy of the answer which by the Queen’s commands I have

returned fo the intimation given in that Despatch.
I have, &c.

(Signed) _ PALMERSTON.
Viscount Ponsonby,

&e. &e.
 

Enclosures in No. 97.

1. Sir T. Reade to Viscount Palmerston.

Tunis, April 30, 1841.

2. Sir T. Reade to Viscount Palmerston.

Tunis, May 12, 1841.
(See Nos. 129 and 180.)

 

No. 98.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Bankhead.

Foreign Office, October 30, 1841.
_ Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 10.)

 

No. 99.

~The Earl ofAberdeen to Mahomed Fuad Effendi.

Foreign Office, November 12, 1841.

Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 11.)

 

No. 100.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Stratford Canning.

. Foreign Office, December 27, 1841.

Circular asking for all Lawson SlaveTrade.
(See No. 14.)
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-No. 101.

Viscount Palmerston toBritish Consuls and Vice-Consuls.

. iF oreign Office, May 8, 1841.
Circular as to holding or being interested in Slave Property. -

. (See No. 43.)

 

No. 102...

Mr. R. .Brant to Viseount Palmerston.

British Consulate, Smyrna, June 25, 1841.

My Lorp, © a (Received July 31.)
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s De-

spatch of the Sth ultimo, accompanying the copy of a Memorial from the
General Anti-Slavery Convention, and acquainting me that Her Majesty’s
Government concurs in the sentiments therein expressed, and especially in the
opinion that it would be unfitting that any British officer should either directly
or indirectly hold or be interested in ‘slave property.

I beg to assure your Lordship that I am not, nor do I believe that any officer
within the jurisdiction of this Consulate is, interested in slave property. |

I shall not fail, my Lord, to forward, as directed, the two copies of the Me-
morial sent me, with suitable instructions, to the Vice-Consuls.

 

- T have, &c.
oo a (Signed) R. W. BRANT, Consul.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&c. &e. Se.

No. 108.

Mr. James Brant to Viscount Palmerston.

Erzeroom, June 30, 1841.
My Lorp, . (Received July 30.)

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s Despatch of the
8th ultimo, transmitting copies of a memorial to Her Majesty’s Government
from the General Anti-Slavery Convention. I shall, as instructed, transmit
copies of the same to the ViceConsuls of Trebizond Batoom, Samsoon, and
Moossul ; but I may be permitted to observe, that, although slavery certainly
exists in these countries, no Christian is allowed to purchase or owna slave.
On one occasion some years since I subscribed and assisted the Greeks at

Trebizond to release from slavery a Greek woman taken at Scio, and restored
her to her family.
About three years since, the then Russian Consul here purchased. a negro

slave, whom he took with him to Russia: beyond these instances I never
heard of either European or native Christian purchasing or owning a slave.

T have, &c.
(Signed) JAMES BRANT.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., :
Se. Se. — §e.
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No. 104.

Mr. Kerr to Viscount Palmerston.

Adrianople, June 30, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received July 31.)

I wave had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s Despatch of the 8th

of May, transmitting to me copy of a memorial from the General Anti-Slavery

~ Convention, of the 20th of June, 1840, and at the same time instructing me that

Her Majesty’s Government concurs in the sentiments expressed in that memorial,

and especially in the opinion that it would be unfitting that any officer holding

an appointment under the British Crown should, either directly or indirectly,

hold or be intérested in slave property.

The second copy of the memorial which your Lordship sends me I will im-

mediately transmit to the British Consular Agent at Enos, with suitable instruc-

tions.
I have, &c.

(Sined) JOHN KERR.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. Se. &e.

 

No. 105.

Mr, Blunt to Viseount Palmerston.

~ oe _ Salonica, July 8, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received July 31.)

" I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s De-

spatch, dated the 8th of May, with a copy of a memorial, dated the 20th of

June, 1840, from the General Anti-Slavery Convention, and acquainting me

with the entire concurrence of Her Majesty’s Government in the sentiments

expressed in that memorial, and especially to that part of it having reference to

persons holding appointments under the British Crown.
I have, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES BLUNT.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. §e. &e.

 

No. 106.

Viscount Palmerston to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls.

Foreign Office, July 31, 1841.

Circular as to execution of the Greek Law against the Slave Trade.

(See No. 44.)

 

No. 107.

Mr. Cartwright to Viscount Palmerston.

Constantinople, July 14, 1841.

My Lorp, (Recewed August 6.)

I wave had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s Despatch of the 8th

of May, enclosing a copy of a memorial addressed to your Lordship by the
General Anti-Slavery Convention.
Your Lordship has been pleased to acquaint me that her Majesty’s Govern-

ment concurs in the sentiments expressed in that memorial, andI shall not

fail to be mindful that it would be unfitting for any officer holding an appoint-
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ment under the British Crown to be interested either directly or indirectly in
slave property.

Ihave &c.
(Signed) JOHN CARTWRIGHT,

Consul-General.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

Se. Se. &e.

 

No. 108. °

Mr. Sandison to Viscount Palmerston. —

Brussa, August 17, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received September 20.)
I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

Despatch of the 8th of May last, transmitting a copy of a Memorial from the
General: Anti-Slavery Convention; and I notice, for my guidance, the con-
currence of Her Majesty’s Government in the sentiments expressed in that
Memorial, especially as regards any officer holding an appointment under the
British Crown. . ——
An offer was made to me, soon after my arrival heré, by authority of the

Governor, and as the. only Christian to whom it was: permitted, to select any
slaves belonging to the slave-merchants of the city for purchase or hire. I de-
clined the offer, and have never had a slave in my service.
With regard to the traffic in this district, I should not fail to report to your

Lordship any case of British subjects discovered to be concerned in the crimina
practice. .

The state of slavery which exists here is in its mildest form, as-common
throughout Turkey. Some of the richer Mussulmans purchase either African
blacks, or Circassians and Georgians, who are placed on the footing of members
of their families, or domestics. They are sometimes, but rarely, resold; and I
have never heard of their being treated with inhumanity as slaves, nor does
their caste or colour depress them in society.

 

‘I have, &e.

(Signed) D. SANDISON, Consul.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. .

&e. Se. - &e.

No. 109.

Mr. Cartwright to Viscount Palmerston.

. Constantinople, September 15, 1841.
My Lorn, 7 (Received November 2.)

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
Despatch of the 31st of July last, with the several Enclosures therein referred
to, relating to a law promulgated by the King of Greece on the 13th of
March, 1841, prohibiting the trade in slaves; and I will not fail to attend to
your Lordship’s instructions to give my best assistance towards carrying that
law into effect, in conformity with the desire expressed by the Greek Govern-
ment. . oO ,

I have, &c. _

(Signed) JOHN CARTWRIGHT,
Consul-General.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. &e. &e.
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No. 110.

Colonel Warrington to Viscount Palmerston.

Tripoli, December \1, 1840.

My Lorp, . (Received January 14, 1841.)

I nave the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s Despatch of the

22nd of October, and I have to assure you I shall strictly conform to your

Lordship’s orders. .

Forwarding this interesting subject with the Arab Sheikhs requires much

prudence and caution, otherwise I might do mischief instead of good.

Should I be fortunate enough to effect peace between the Turks and Arabs,

most probably I shall see Abgelleel, in whose possession I may say is the key

to the interior of Africa. .

I know he is disposed to favour the abolition of slavery, and to direct the

mind to commercial labour; and, in my humble opinion, much might be done

by his medium.
, T have, &c.

 

| (Signed) H. WARRINGTON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

Ge. &e. &e.

No. 111.

Viscount Palmerston to Colonel Warrington.

. Foreign Office, May 8, 1841.

Circular against holding or being interested in Siave Property.

(See No. 43.) _
 

No. 112.

Colonel Warrington to Viscount Palmerston.

. Tripoli, April 9, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received May 11.) |
‘L wave the honour to inform your Lordship that a very large caravan is

just arrived in Bengazi, from Wadey, with numerous black slaves.

I am sorry to add that 800 of them perished on the Desert from starvation,

not having provided a sufficient supply of provisions for them.
I lament to say that, the demand for slaves being so great, the price of

the survivors covered the great loss by the mortality. Unfortunately the traders

in this horrid traffic derive such great profits, which prevent them pursuing @

more honourable commerce, thereby injuring the Christian merchants, who are

anxious to trade with the interior.
Whenever.I can see the great Sheikh Abgelleel, I shall have some conversa-

tion with him on the subject of slavery, as, by his medium, the outlet of this

traffic may be effectually closed in this quarter ; and, indeed, there is more to be
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done towards the abolition of slavery and the prosecution of lawful commerce:
by his means than is generally known.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) H. WARRINGTON

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
Se. &e. &e.

No. 113.

Viscount Palmerston to Colonel Warrington.

Str, Foreign Office, May 18, 1841.

I HAVE received your Despatch of the 9th of April last, giving an ac-
count of Slave Trade carried on from Tripoli, with the interior of ‘Africa.

I have to desire that you will strongly urge the Sheikh Abgelleel to put an
end to this trade. -
You will represent to him that it prevents other commerce which would

enrich and civilise the country; and that the continuance of these practices
within the range of his influence must tend to indispose Great Britain towards
him; whereas it is clearly his interest on every account, political and com-
mercial, to conciliate the good opinion and good will of the English nation.

T am, &c.

(Signed) . PALMERSTON.
Colonel Warrington,

&e. &e.

 

No. 114.

Colonel Warrington to Viscount Palmerston.

Tripoli, June 14, 1841.
My Lorp, . . (Received July7.)

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofyour Lordship’s Despatch
ofthe 8th ultimo, with Enclosure from the General Anti-Slavery Convention, and
for the honour ofthis consulate, I say no such circumstance ever has, or ever will
take place, I may venture to assert.

I have, &c. .

(Signed) H. WARRINGTON.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. Se. &e.

 

No. 115.

Piscount Palmerston to Colonel FW:arrington. —

Foreign Office, July 31, 1841.
Circular as to execution of the Greek Law against Slave Trade.

(See No. 44.)
 

No. 116.

Colonel Warrington to Viscount Palmerston.

Tripoli, July 1, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received August 9.)

I Have the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s Despatch of the
18th of May. ,

Abgelleel is now on his road from Mourzouk toBenoleed.



80 TRIPOLI. (Consular.)

I consider the subject on which I have to communicate of that important

and delicate nature, that it ought to be discussed in a personal interview. [

have therefore written to Abgelleel to obtain a meeting, as your Lordship will
find by the enclosed copy of my letter.

If your Lordship would allow me to ask the Commander-in-Chief to send a
small vessel to take me to the Syrtis, I think it would facilitate the object of

the communication. There is such a decided hostility to all civilization and
good feeling on the part of Askar Ali, that the journey by land is impossible
during his reign here. ;

Abgelleel is a reasonable intelligent person,and I am sanguine there will be
no difficulty to get him not to allow the traflic of slavery through the extensive
territory he commands. J am persuaded he will use his influence (which is
very great) with numerous Sovereigns of the interior to abolish slavery and to

promote commerce generally; but unless the produce of the interior can be

secured from molestation and robbery by the local authority here, the neces-

sary confidence could not be established, and of course there would be no

outlet for embarkation.
Thave, &c.

(Signed) H. WARRINGTON.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

Sec. &e. &ec.

 

Enclosure in No. 116.

Colonel Warrington to' Sheikh Abgelleel.

Tue British Consul-General to his good and worthy friend Abgelleel,

saluting. .
We have pleasure to inform you that Mr. Gagliuffi is still in Constan-

tinople, but we expect his return very soon, when he will repair to his post at

Mourzouk as British Vice-Consul. We are. particularly anxious to see you,

and to have some conversation on the commercial resources of the interior.

We are aware of your influence and of your liberal and enlightened mind, and

we are persuaded we could suggest a plan which would tend to enrich and
civilise the interior, and to prove to you it is clearly your interest, on every

account, political and commercia |, to conciliate the good opinion and good will

of the English nation.
This is a subject of too much importance, and too extensive, to be discussed

in this letter, but if you willinform us when you visit the district of the Syrtis,

we will endeavour to pay you a visit.
After your perusing the above it will appear to you clearly we have full

powers from our superiors to communicate with you on the subject alluded to;
and we again assure you that you have an opportunity of making the powerful
nation of England your friend.

Waiting your answer when you will be near the Gulf of Syrtis, we wish you
health and every blessing of your old and sincere friend the Agent and Consul-
General of England.

(Signed) HANMER WARRINGTON.

The Sheikh Abgelleel,
&e. &e.

 

No. 117.

Colonel Warrington to Viseount Palmerston.

Tripoli, July 20, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received September 6.)
I wave the honour to refer your Lordship to the enclosed copy of a

Despatch I received from Mr. Vice-Consul Wood.
The honourable pursuits of commerce in this country appear to be superseded

by. the demon of avarice, regardless of every sentiment of humanity, as long



TRIPOLI. (Consular.) 81

as they gain in the traffic of the flesh and blood ofour fellow-creatures. May
God forgive and avert the mind of man from such scenes of horror!

I have, &c.

_ Gigned) HANMER WARRINGTON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
Se Se. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 117.

Mr. Wood to Colonel Warrington.

British Vice-Consulate, Bengazi,
Sir, . June 22, 1841.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Despatch of the
14th instant, enclosing, by Viscount’ Palmerston’s orders, some observations
from the Anti-Slavery Convention, which, as you justly remark, never have or
ever will be applicable to me.

Indeed I must confess it has often been to me a subject of deep regret to
witness this inhuman traffic carried on here, and which, I am sorry to say,
has increased to a great extent during the present year, a circumstance per-
haps to be attributed to the unsettled state of the country in your neighbour-
hood, owing to which the commerce between Tripoli and Fezzan has been
entirely intercepted, and has now taken this direction, where, on account of
our vicinity to the Levant, they find, I presume, greater facility in exporting
them than at your port.
Upwards of 2000 have already, this year, been brought in from the interior

in the most miserable and wretched state, the greater part of them having
barely sufficient to cover their nakedness.
A kaffle, a short time ago, bringing 900 of those unfortunate people from

Wadey, lost no less than 300 on their way, having died chiefly from hunger
and thirst, added to other privations to which they were subject on the road.
The slaves brought here formerly used to come from Fezzan, but now a great

number are sent from Wadey, owing, I understand, to the existing hostilities
between the Sultan of that country and that.of Darfoor, which prevents them
taking any longer the route by Egypt. This, no doubt, tends also in some
degree to increase the traffic at this port. The slaves from Wadey, generally
speaking, arrive in a much worse condition than those from Fezzan, and suffer
more owing to the want of water and the long tract of desert they have to
cross.
A report having been in circulation regarding the Sultan’s intention of

abolishing slavery throughout the Ottoman dominions, andwhich has lately
gained ground since the news of what has taken place at Tunis was known
here, this rumour has created the greatest alarm amongst those concerned in
this traffic, so much so that they have ever since been most active in shipping
off their slaves for Constantinople, Smyrna, and other places on the Levant,
with the view of disposing of them before any change actually takes place.
In fact 1270 slaves have been embarked at this port within the last two months,
the traffic in question being confined to vessels under the Turkish flag. It is
true Greek ships used formerly to be engaged in their exportation, but have dis-
continued since the new law was issued by the King of Greece, prohibiting his
subjects from engaging therein under heavy penalties.
The Local Government derives a large amount from this branch of revenue,

as the owners pay on exporting them a custom duty of five dollars each slave,
besides other two dollars on entering the town, producing in the present year
upwards of 14,000 dollars. .

T have, &c.
(Signed) T. WOOD.

Colonel Warrington,
Se. Se.

Crass D.
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~ No, 118.

Colonel Warrington to Viscount Palmerston.

My Lorp,— . Tripoli, September 1, 1841.

On the Ist of July I had the honour to enclose to your Lordship a copy

of a Letter to the Sheikh Abgelleel, inviting him to name a place to enable me

to meet him, and discuss a measure for the civilisation of the interior, and for

the promotion of commercial purposes... -

In that discussion I intended that the abolition of slavery, to the extent of
his power and influence, should form the principal feature of the negotiation.
T have received a verbal communication from Abgelleel, lamenting that he can-

not meet me during the time Askar Ali remains, but the moment another Pacha
is appointed he will come down nearly to Tripoli.

That he would have written, but no courier could be found to convey the
letter, owing to the awful cruelties committed by Askar Ali on such persons. _

Lhave, however, received a letter from Sheikh En Nerser, brother to Abgelleel,
who commands in Beneleed; Enclosure No. I.

It will show how friendly disposed and how ready they are to meet our
wishes.
The abolition of slavery, opening commerce with the interior, and the

ultimate civilisation of those unfortunate people, appear to me most important
objects to attain.
Your Lordship is aware that the Turks have ruined this country, and the

only trade, I may say, carried on with the interior, is slavery, which has in-
creased to an alarming degree.
Had the Convention of 1838 been observed it would have been otherwise,

but its operation has caused extra duties and impositions which really amount
to the abolition of trade.
The unprecedented state of distress here is dreadful. Stripped of their last

baracan, they perish with hunger, not having the means to purchase food.
As long as the Turks pursue such fatal and blind policy, injurious to all

parties, nothing can be done unless England would make a Treaty with
Abgelleel to accomplish these three great points, and to secure a port in this
Regency where the produce of the interior might be brought, without nearly
the certain danger of life and property.
At present the iron hand of bigotry grasps at everything to the entire ex-

clusion of the Christians, and in open violation of the Convention of 18388.

Certainly great advances may be made towards attaining the three objects,
and your Lordship’s extensive mind and political knowledge best know if the
impediments can be removed. I am sanguine Abgelleel will meet the wishes
of England with all good faith.

 

I have, &c.
. (Signed) HANMER WARRINGTON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&c. Se. &e.

(Translation.)
Enclosure in No. 118.

Sheikh il Nursur to Colonel Warrington.

Benoleed, August 24, 1841.

Arter having sent different times to you asking the news from the sea,
we are informed that a new Pacha has arrived, and that the first is gone, and
we are in doubts if it is true or not; if it is really the case we shall come
forward through your mediation, and everything shall be arranged, and what-
ever is done by you during our absence we shall be satisfied, as we have no
other friend in Tripoli but yourself, and nothing shall be done unless by you;
if you are not pleased with the new Pacha we shall have nothing to say to
him. You will oblige us by the bearer of this letter to inform us of the real
truth, and of the name of the new Pacha who has arrived in Tripoli: we
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are very anxious to hear from you, as we must inform our brother, Sheikh
Abgelleel: anything we can do for you we shall always be most happy.

From your friend,
(Signed) SAFE IL NURSUR.

Colonel Warrington,
&e. Se.

 

No. 119.

Colonel Warrington to Viscount Palmerston.

Tripoli, September 3, 1841,

My Lorp, (Received October 10.)
Wuen I had the honour to address your Lordship on the 1st instant,

suggesting measures to induce Abgelleel to use his power and influence to
abolish slavery and to promote commerce and civilisation, I omitted to state
the advantages which would arise if he had a port on this coast for the ex-
portation of the interior produce.

In the first place, it would ensure fidelity in the performance of his engage-
ment; secondly, he would willingly be tributary to the Sultan, who would
derive revenue and advantages hitherto unknown, and this poor devoted
country would once more be restored to tranquillity. The port of .Bengaze
I should think the most desirable, and as the Sultan would not only get an
inerease of revenue, but the allegiance of the country, reason tells me it would
be beneficial to all parties.
The three points alluded to I assure you, my Lord, have caused in my mind

a most lively interest; but should my enthusiasm carry me beyond the bounds
of propriety and reason, I hope my zeal will plead my pardon in your Lord-
ship’s eyes. _

 

I have, &e.
(Signed) HANMER WARRINGTON.

Lhe Right. Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
Se. &e. Se.

No. 120.

Colonel Fearrington to Viscount Palmerston.

Tripol, September 17, 1841.
My Lorp, _ (Received October 14.)

I nave the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s Despatch of the
_ 3lst of July, and the law promulgated by the King of Greece on the 18th of
March last, prohibiting the trade in slaves, and assigning penalties for the
offences committed in contravention of that law.
Your Lordship may believe that every attention and exertion shall be evinced

on my part to give full effect to the glorious object.
I fear as long as. Turkish vessels prosecute the trade in slaves there will be

no diminution of the revolting traffic on this coast.

 

I have, &c.
os | (Signed) HANMER WARRINGTON.
The Right Hon, Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

Se. Se. &e.

No. 121.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Colonel Warrington.

Foreign Office, October 30, 1841.
Circular transmitting Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 10.)
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No. 122.

Colonel Warrington to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Tripoli, October 23, 1841.

(Extract.) (Received November 10.)

I wave the honour to inform your Lordship that Her Majesty’s brig

“ Savage” arrived here on the 29th ultimo to take me to the Syrtis.

On the Ist instant, not knowing where Abgelleel was, I addressed No. 1 to
him. .

No. 2 I also wrote to his brother, Safe il Nurser, at Beneleed, which was

sent off by courier.
No. 3 is the answer of Safe il Nurser, received on the 21st instant, by which

it will appear a further delay will take place before I can see Abgelleel. The

‘*Savage” will therefore return to Malta, but I hope the commander-in-chief

will allow her again to come over.
I addressed No. 4 to Askar Ali Pacha, assigning reasons for visiting the

interior.
When I receive an answer to No. 4, a copy shall be sent your Lordship; but

I think the Pacha will grant the pass, and ] shall then see whether it is most
advisable to go direct by land or by the Syrtis.

 

First Enclosure in No. 122.

Colonel Warrington to Sheikh Abgelleel.

Tripoli, October 1, 1841.

NEaRLy four months since we had the pleasure to write to you to
ascertain when you would be in the neighbourhood of the Syrtis, as we par-
ticularly wished to see you, and have some conversation on a subject of the
greatest importance to your interest, and to the general wealth and prosperity.
We are aware of your influence, and of your liberal and enlightened mind;
and we are convinced we could suggest a plan which would tend to enrich
and civilise the interior, and to prove to you it is clearly your interest on
every account, political and commercial, to conciliate the good opinion and
good will of the English nation.

This is a subject too important and too extensive to be discussed by letter.
I therefore propose to visit you. I mentioned that I had full power from my
superiors to make known and discuss the subject to which I again allude;

and I assure you that you have still the power of making the great and power-
ful nation of England your friend.
An English vessel of war is now here ready to convey me to the Syrtis

whenever I hear from you. Your friend Gagliuffi is not yet arrived from
Constantinople, but is expected; and I hope to see him, that he may accom-
pany me to the Syrtis.

I send this letter open to your brother, our friend Safe il Nurser, so that he
may weite to say when you are likely to be in the Syrtis. I know you have
the greatest confidence in my great nation, and in myself also; and I assure
you that our words are truth, and as sacred as our religion. Therefore let no
doubt arise to induce you to think otherwise.

Yours, &c.
(Signed) - H. WARRINGTON.

The Sheikh Abgelleel,
&ec. &ec.
 

Second Enclosure in No. 122.

Colonel Warrington to Sheikh Safe il Nurser.

Tripoli, October 1, 1841.

Tue enclosed Letter to your brother is left open for you to read and

to forward. -

Be kind enough to inform me when it is probable your brother may be in
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the Syrtis, as I may have the advantage of being conveyed there in a ship of

war which is now here.
Write by return of the courier, and it will give me pleasure to hear of your

health and prosperity; and, offering my services, believe me with sincerity

your friend,
(Signed) H. WARRINGTON.

The Sheikh Safe il Nurser, oe

&c. &e.

 

(Translation. ) Third Enclosure in No. 122.

Sheikh Safe il Nurser to Colonel Warrington.

Your courier is arrived with the last Letters, and we have forwarded

them, as well as the others, to have the news in return; and since writing we

received a courier from Abgelleel, giving us an account of Buseif and the tribes

of the West, who made war on _us, and afterwards were obliged to sue for

peace, and those who remained alive were forgiven, and peace made; and. they

became subjects of ours, and the whole tribe. Your Letter by the first courier.

was forwarded to Abgelleel without our knowing the contents, and the last was

sent also.
You will soon hear from him on the subject you wish, and, please God, all

you wish will be done; and anything coming from you we will always agree

to, and we hope you are always working for us, as, after a long friendship, it is

bad to desert a friend; and do not neglect to write, and to give us all the

news.
We have, &c.

(Signed) SAFE NURSER BEN GAID.
Colonel Warrington, .

&e. &e.

 

Fourth Enclosure in No. 122.

Colonel Warrington to Askar Ali Pasha.

Your Hicuness, Tripoli, October 21, 1841..

You are aware that the British Government appointed Mr. Gagliufi

Vice-Consul and Commercial Agent to Fezzan, and that Her Majesty’s Ambas-

sador at Constantinople obtained from the Sultan a firman approving of the

appointment, and ordering all in authority, and all his subjects, to aid and assist

Mr. Gagliuffi to the utmost of their power. Circumstances have caused great

delay; and as the present season is so favourable to visit the interior, it is.my

intention to go to Fezzan myself, and to make the necessary arrangements for

establishing a Vice-Consul, and promoting commerce for the general good; and

your Highness may believe me, as far as my influence extends, the interestof
the Sultan will not be forgotten. .
Under these circumstances, and as the object is so laudable in itself, I hope

your Highness will give me your firman or passport for my safety through

those districts under your immediate power and control...
I have, &c.

; . (Signed) H. WARRINGTON.
His Highness Askar Ali Pasha,

&e. &e. §e.
 

No. 123.

Colonel Warrington to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Tripoli, October 24, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received December 5.)

Yesterpay I had the honour to address your Lordship, informing

you of the steps taken to open a communication with Abgelleel; since which

T have received the Letter, Enclosure No. 1, from Askar Ali Pacha.
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Her Majesty’s brig “‘Savage” being under sail, I sent a copy, and the

Letter, Enclosure No. 2, for the information of the Admiral.
All I asked of the Pacha was a pass through the territory under his con-

trol, and no responsibility whatever on what might happen beyond the extent

of his power. I am sorry to add he appears to do all he can to frustrate the

object of the appointment of a Vice-consul at Mourzouk, and to prevent the
great commercial resources of the interior being available. _

It appears to me, my Lord, that we can hold communication with any ter-

ritory not under his authority without affording him just cause of complaint,

particularly so as the French lately had direct communication with Abgelleel

on the sulphur affair; therefore, should the Admiral send the “ Savage” back,

1 will proceed in her to the Syrtis, and will find my way to Abgelleel in the

best manner I can.

 

T have, &c.
. (Signed) H. WARRINGTON.

The Right Hon. Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.,
&e. Se. Se.

(Translation.) First Enclosure in No. 123.

Askar Ali Pasha to Colonel Warrington.

Sr, ne , October 23, 1841.

We acknowledge the receipt of your letter, and, having read its con-
tents, we have to say, in answer, that, as to your intention of proceeding to
Fezzan, we are very sorry, notwithstanding the friendship we profess to you,
to be unable for the present to agree to your wishes, owing to the incon-
veniences and disorders committed still by the rebel Arabs in those parts.
And as you, Sir, as the representative of Great Britain, with which there is

no doubt of the good harmony and friendship actually existing between your
government and ours, we must in consequence, in discharge of our duty,
declare to you, if you come to the resolution of taking such a disastrous and
dangerous journey, we do not intend taking upon ourselves any responsibility
of whatever may happen to you.

Saluting you, we have, &c.
(Signed) ASKAR ALI PACHA.

Golonel Warrington, .
Se. §e.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 123.

Colonel Wiarrington to Commander Bowker.

Sir,  ‘Fripoli, October 23, 1841.

I nave the honour to enclose you, for the information of his Excel.
lency the Commander-in-Chief, a copy of a letter I have just received from
Askar Ali Pacha, and to acquaint you that I shall be ready to embark on
board the brig “Savage” the moment she returns from Malta, to proceed
forthwith to the Syrtis. .

T have, &e.
(Signed) H. WARRINGTON.

Commander Bowker,
Her Majesty's Brig “ Savage.”

 

No. 124.

Colonel Warrington to the Earl of Aberdeen.
. Tripoli, November 2, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received December 5.)

. I nave the honour to inform your Lordship that the Sheikh Abgelleel
is. returned to Mourzouk, 700 miles off, which, added to the bad feeling of
Askar Ali Pacha, renders it impossible to visit him at the present time.
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For further particulars your Lordship will be pleased to refer to the enclosed
Letter addressed to Admiral Sir John Ommanney.

T have, &c.
(Signed) H. WARRINGTON.

The Right Hon. EarlofAberdeen, K.T.,
Se. —— «&e. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 124.

Colonel Warrington to Sir John Ommanney.

Sir, Tripoli, November 2, 1841.

. I wave the honour to acknowledge your Excellency’s Despatch of the

27th ultimo. oe

When I addressed you on the 23rd ultimo I was in full belief that I should

have heard from, Abgelleel before. Her Majesty’s brig “Savage” returned from
Malta, which, I am sorry to'say, is not'the case. My wish to go to Benoleed,

where Safe il Nurser is, was my first object, and Zafran, in the Syrtis, is the

nearest port, distant six days, being two days more than from Tripoli. The
Pacha Askar has gained some advantages in the vicinity of Zafran, which would
now render the communication difficult, especially when we see the Pacha is

so hostile to it. It is true Safe il Nurser would send horses, camels, &c., for

me; but then he would conceive the British flag would be responsible; and

of course it is my duty to avoid compromising it in any way. ‘The lower part
of the Syrtis is under the control of Abgelleel, but then the difficulties and dis-
tance renders a journey impracticable. a a

I should have been ready to embark for the Syrtis on the return of the brig,

had these circumstances not occurred; but now I should consider myself
highly culpable if I were to embark under the belief, if not a certainty, that I.
should return to Tripoli without having been able to accomplish the object.
The fact is, your Excellency, this Pacha is a perfect fanatic, and his hatred—

to Christianity is beyond all bounds : and I much fear that during his reign no
advancement can be made in commerce, civilization, or the bettering the con-

dition of the suffering slave, all of which, I pledge my word, will be soon or
late effected.

I have explained our position to Lieutenant Commanding Bowker, and,
under the existing circumstances, he coincides with me, that it would be folly
to detain the “« Savage,” without even a probability of success, at the present
time.

I also now hear that Abgelleel is returned to Mourzouk, owing to his son
having been killed.

I have, &c.
(Signed) -H. WARRINGTON.

Rear-Admiral Sir John Ommanney, K.C.B.
&e. &e. Se. .

 

No. 125.

The Earl ofAberdeen to Colonel Warrington.
. _ Foreign Office, December 27, 1841.

Circular foralllaws upon Slave Trade.

. (See No. 14.) -
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No. 126,

Viscount Palmerston to Sir Thomas Reade.

Foreign Office, March 18, 1841.
I HEREWITH transmit to you a copy of a communication received at

this office from the Colonial Department, reporting the circumstances under
which the Greek brig “ Miltiades,” with 14 negro slaves on board, has been
detained at the port of Argostolo, in Cephalonia. ;
From these Papers you will perceive, that, upon the examination of the

persons on board the “ Miltiades,” it appeared that the contract for the freight
of 13 of these slaves was made at the house of one Gaspari, who is stated
to be employed as British Vice-Consul, or agent, at Goletta, in the bay of
Tunis.

It appears further, that Gaspari was presentat this transaction, that he
was even proposed as a guarantee for the embarkation of the slaves, and must
have known of their embarkation. — .

I have therefore to desire that you will desist from employing M. Gaspari
any longer as British Vice-Consul or agent, and that you will, at the same
time, let him know the reason why he isdischarged from this employment.

ave, &c.

(Signed) PALMERSTON.
Sir Thomas Reade, os

&e. Se.

 

Enclosure in No. 126.

Mr. Stephen to Viscount Palmerston.

February 19, 1841.

(See p. 24.)
 

No. 127,

Sir Thomas Reade to John Backhouse, esq.

Tunis, February 27, 1841.
Sir, (Reeetved April 6.)

I wave the honour to inform you that I have receiveda letter from
Major Fraser, the secretary of the Lord High Commissioner of the Ionian
Islands, copy of which is enclosed, stating that a Greek brig had lately been
forced into the port of Cephalonia on her voyage from this place to Candia;
That the Sanita authorities there discovering that there. were negro slaves
secreted on board, she was consequently detained.

I have called upon M. Gaspari, the agent of all the consulates here, sta-
tioned at the Goletta, from whence all ships take their departure, to give me
every information in his power regarding this case; and he informs me that it
is not true, as stated by the captain of the brig, that the arrangement between
‘the captain and the slave-merchant here was made in his office in the presence
of an officer commanding a French corvette; and that he knows nothing
whatever regarding the embarkation of these slaves.

It appears that this vessel was furnished with papers by the Tuscan consu-
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late, nominally under Russian Protection ; and, as I have had the honour be- |

fore of reporting to you, that it is from the Tuscan consulate alone that ships

with slaves on board have received their papers, except in one solitary instance

of a Sardinian vessel, which I mentioned in my Despatch, dated the 29th of

June last, in which Despatch I likewise stated that Mr. Gaspari had informed

me that he had received orders from the Tuscan Consul not to place any more

blacks upon ships’ papers furnished by that consulate, but that he received no

further instructions whatever; and, therefore, it appears very clear to me, that

the mere order not to place the names of blacks in the papers is not sufficient

to check this infamous traffic. I myself have given directions to Mr. Gaspari,

from the first, that he was tiot upon any account whatever to place confidence

in the assertions of the captains, of Greek vessels or others, furnished with

papers from the British Consulate, “that they had not slaves on board,” but

- that he was himself to visit the vessels strictly, upon their departure, to put it

beyond a doubt that no slaves were absolutely embarked, and that, if he had

any reason to suspect that any were secreted on board, or that it was the

intention of the captain to take them on board after sailing from the Goletta,

he was upon no account whatever to permit the vessel to sail, but to bring the

captain to meimmediately; and unless similar orders are given to Mr. Gas-

pari from every Consulate here, I fear that slaves will continue to bé conveyed

from this in Greek vessels, except such as are provided with papers from the

British Consulate. If Mr. Gaspari had been furnished with such instructions

it is impossible that the slaves in question could have been embarked on board

‘the Greek brig named in Major Fraser’s letter.
‘I have, &c.

- (Signed) T. READE.

J. Backhouse, Esq.,
&e. &e.
 

Enclosure in No. 127 .

The Secretary of the Lord High Commissioner to Sir T. Reade.

Sir, Corfu, January 22, 184).

A sria called the “ Milziade,” under Greek colours and bound from

Tunis to Candia, was lately driven into the harbour of Cephalonia. The

Sanit4 authorities there discovering that there were negro slaves secreted on

board, she was detained, and the circumstance reported to me for the informa-

tion of the Lord High Commissioner. . ~

From the proceedings in this case it appears that the arrangement between

the captain of the brig and the slave-merchant at Tunis was actually made in

the office of Signor Gaspari, who is employed by you and several other con-

' guls as agent at the Goletta, and in the presence of the officer commanding a

French corvette.
Lhave therefore been directed by the Lord High Commissioner to inform

you of this circumstance, in order that’ you may take such measures as you

may think proper in regard to Mr. Gaspari. .
IT have, &c.

(Signed) J. FRASER,- a

Secretary to the Lord High Commissioner.

(A true copy.)
— (Signed) T. READE.

Sir Thomas Reade,
&e. &e.

 

No. 128.

Viscount Palmerston to Sir T. Reade.

. Foreign Office, May 8, 1841.

Circular against holding orbeing interested in Slave Property.

(See No. 43.)
 

Crass D.
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No. 129.

Sir Thomas Reade to Viscount Palmerston.

Tunis, April 30, 1841.

My Lozp, (Received June 8.)

I wave long been seeking a favourable opportunity to converse with his
Highness the Bey upon the subject of slavery existing in this Regency, in order
to induce him to put some sort of check upon it, however trifling in the first
instance; and I have used every possible influence which I possess with the
principal Moors about the Bey to persuade them to render me some assistance
in the object I had in view; but seeing all my exertions thrown away in my
recourse to these Moors, and finding yesterday a good opening for mentioning
the subject myself personally to his Highness, 1 did not fail to avail myself
of it.

I explained to his Highness that most of the European Powers had come to
a fixed resolution to omit no means or efforts to put a final stop to the infamous
traffic of dealing in slaves; and I was proud to say that Great Britain hadever
been the foremost to bring about this most humane and desirable object, to
obtain which she had made greater sacrifices than any other nation.

I stated to his Highness that it was a subject of the. deepest regret to my
Government to find that such facilities had hitherto existed in transporting
slaves from this Regency to the other Turkish possessions; and I ventured to |
assure his Highness that, if he could find any possible method of checking it, it
would, I was convinced, be truly gratifying not only to the British Govern-
ment itself, but to the British nation generally ; and it is with the highest satis-
faction that 1 now have the honour to inform your Lordship that his Highness,
after having listened most attentively to my suggestions, said, ‘I will imme-
diately comply with your wishes, and do everything in my power to put a stop
not only to the exportation of slaves, but to slavery altogether.”

It is impossible for me to express to your Lordship the feelings of unbounded
gratification which I felt at the moment his Highness replied to me; and in

' offering my sincere acknowledgments to him for the prompt and noble manner
with which he had met my views, I assured him that I could likewise venture
to offer to him, in anticipation, the same feelings of satisfaction on the part of
your Lordship.

After leaving the palace of the Bey, I had not returned to my house more
than two hours whenI received a letter from his Highness on the subject ; and
I beg leave to enclose a copy of it, with its translation, as well as a copy of my
answer in acknowledging the receipt of it,
Your Lordship will perceive that his Highness has not only prohibited the

exportation of slaves, but has also liberated every slave in his own establish-
ment, and has promised to use every possible means in his power to put an end .
to slavery altogether. ,

It. is a Letter, I conceive, which does the greatest honour to the Bey, for I
look upon it as the death-blow to slavery in this Regency; and when it is con-
sidered how obstinately his Highness would have been opposed, had he previ-
ously communicated his intentions, in however slight a degree, to the principal
Moors about him, many of whom possess immense property in slaves, or possi-
bly in the case of his having. referred the question to the Ottoman Porte, he
merits, in my opinion, every possible encomium that can be bestowed upon
im
I cannot conclude without informing your Lordship how much I am indebted

to the Chevalier Raffo for the warm and effective assistance I received from him
upon the occasion. In fact, he seconded and supported my suggestions in the .
most ample manner; and I have now only to trust that my conduct on this
occasion will meet with your Lordship’s approbation.

I have, &c.
(Signed) T. READE.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
Se. &e. &e.
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First Enclosure in No. 129.

(Translation.)

The Bey of Tunis to Sir T. Reade.

De la part du serviteur de Dieu, Ahmed Bassa Bey, Prince du Gouvernement Tu-

nisien, 4 notre Allié le Chevalier Thomas Reade, Consul-Général de Sa Majesté

Britannique 4 Tunis.

Ensure de la conversation que nous avons eu au sujet de l’embarquement d’es-

claves négres pour en faire commerce, nous devons vous faire connaitre, 6 notre

ami, que les principes sacrés de la création s’y refusent, et notre coeur bat de pitié

toutes les fois que nous en écoutons le récit.
Quant 4 nous; dans notre individuel, nous n’avons pas méme un esclave selon les

lois qui regardent la servitude des esclaves, qu'on vend et qu’on achéte comme sils

étaient des animaux ; parceque dans notre religion les restrictions 4 ce sujet sont

si sévéres, qu’il se rend trés difficile d’en maintenir les conditions.

Nous sommes du nombre de ceux qui admirent les opinions du Gouvernement

Anglais 4 ce sujet ; et la nétre & ce propos est en accord avec celles de notre ami,

le parfait, le politicien, le Ministre, Lord Palmerston, et je la regarde comme uneffet

de sa perfection et de la bonté de sa morale.

Nous défendons donc & présent V’exportation d’esclaves de notre Régence pour

en faire un commerce.
Nous dirigerons notre attention 4 affaiblir ce commerce, qusqu’aux derniéres

limites de nos efforts; et puisse Dieu extirper ce trafic du monde!

Nous en esperons la recompense du Dieu qui nous créa et qui les créa, et qui

accorda & tous le don du jugement, Notre désir est que vous fassiez connaitrea

notre ami le Ministre susdit le contenu de notre présente lettre.

Conservez vous dans la croyance de Dieu !
Ecrite le 9 de Rabih, 1257.

(29 Avril, 1841.)
 

(‘Lranslation.)

On the part ofthe servant of ‘God, Ahmed Bassa Bey, Prince of the Government

of Tunis, to our Ally Sir Thomas Reade, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul-

General at Tunis. ~

_ Arrer the conversation we have had on the subject of the shipment of negro

slaves for purposes of commerce, we must acquaint you, O friend, that the sacred

principles of creation are repugnant to it, and our heart throbs with pity whenever

we hear mention made of it.
As for ourselves individually, we have not a single slave, according to the law

relative to the servitude of slaves, who are purchased and sold as if they were ani-

mals, because in our religion the restrictions on the subject are so severe that it is

very difficult to preserve the conditions.
We are of the number of those who admire the opinions of the English Govern-

ment relative to this subject; and ours are in accordance with those of our friend,

the perfect, the politician, and minister, Lord Palmerston; and I look upon them

as an effect of his perfection and the goodness of his principles.

We, therefore, from the present time, prohibit the exportation of slaves from our

Regency for the purposes of commerce.

We will direct our attention to the means of enfeebling this commerce to the

utmost limits of our efforts, and pray God to extirpate it from the world!

“We trust that God, who created us and them, and who bestowed the gift of

judgment upon all, will reward us for it. We desire you will communicate to our

friend, the above-named minister, the contents of this letter.

Continue in the belief of God!
Written on the 9th of Rabih, 1257.

(29th of April, 1841.)

 

Second Enclosure in No. 129.

Sir Thomas Reade to the Bey of Tunis.

ALTEZZA, Tunis, 30 Aprile, 1841.

Pocut furono gli avvenimenti della mia vita, che m’ inspirarono una gioja

eguale a quella da me risentita, alla ricezione della lettera di cui l’Altezza Vostra
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mi ha onorato in data di jeri, e non so trovare nessuno che potesse reflettere tanta

gloria al suo nome, quanto i sentimenti ivi espressi.

La prontezza colla quale YAltezza Vostra abbraccidé Videa di proibire l’esporta-

zione di schiavi dal suo regno, e’ degna della bonta’ del suo cuore, delle migliore

pagine della storia ; corrisponde alle mie nozioni del suo carattere, e prova quanto

il suo spirito sia superiore agli elementi su acl regna.

Possa l’Altezza Vostra promuovere sempre la felicité del suo popolo, compiere

tutti i miglioramenti ch’ ella ha in vista, e seguire infine l’impulsione del suo curore,

estirpando dai suci stati il commercio sul genere umano!

L’ammirazione dell’ universo ricompensera |’Altezza Vostra dei suoi sforzi

nella causa dell’ umanita; e l’approvazione della sua coscienza fara eco alla grati-

tudine del mondo civilizzato, alle benedizioni di una infelice schiatta.

Gradisca intanto lAltezza Vostra i miei voti per la sua ruiscita in una carriera

uguale ai progressi del mondo, e degna de] suo genio: e finche Lord Palmerston

non mi onori dei suoi comandi speciali sul proposito, mi permetta VYAltezza Vostra

di esprimerle tutta la simpatia e la stima, che va ad agginngers! dalla sua presente

 

misura all’ amicizia del Governo di S. M. verso Altezza Vostra.
Ho lonore, &c.

(Firmato) T. READE.
(True Copy.—T. READE.)

(Translation.)

Your Hicuness, Tunis, April 30, 1841.

Few events of my life have inspired me with a joy equal to what I felt

on the receipt of the letter with which your Highness honoured me, dated yester-

day, and I know of nothing that can reflect so much glory upon your name as the
sentiments therein expressed.
The promptness with which your Highpess embraced the idea of prohibiting

the exportation of slaves from your Regency is worthy of the goodness of your

heart, and of being recorded in the best pages of history: it agrees with my notions

respecting your character, and proves how much your spirit is superior to the

elements over which you reign.
May your Highness ever promote the happiness of your people, complete all the

improvements you have in view, and finally follow the impulse of your heart, in

extirpating from your dominions the trade in the human species !

The admiration of the universe will recompense your Highness for your efforts

in the cause of humanity ; and the approbation of your conscience will re-echo the

gratitude of the world and the blessings of an unhappy race.
Accept, your Highness, in the mean time, my prayers for your rise in a career

prportioned to the progress of the world, and worthy of your genius. And until.

Lord Palmerston shall honour me with his special commands on the subject, per-

mit me, your Highness, to express to you all the sympathy and esteem which your

present measure will add to the friendship Her Majesty's Government entertains

_ for your Highness. .
I have, &c.

(Signed) T. READE.

 

No. 130.

Sir Thomas Reade to Viscount Palmerston.

Tunis, May 12, 1841. |

(Extract.) (Received June 8.)

Since my Despatch of the 30th ultimo, I have had a conversation with

the Chevalier Raffo, and he has assured me that the Bey, according to his promise,

has already issued strict orders prohibiting the exportation of slaves from his do-

minions, and that His Highness has liberated the whole of the slaves of his own

establishment. The Chevalier remarked to me, “ That this is only the beginning

of the affair: you will see that His Highness will keep his word faithfully, and

that, if he had it in his power, he would at once liberate every slave in the Regency.

But unfortunately he is not rich enough todo so. He is determined, however, to

put an end to the Slave Trade.”
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No. 181.

Viscount Palmerston to Sir Thomas Reade.

(Extract.) Foreign Office, June 22, 1841.

Your Despatch of the 12th ultimo has been received and laid before the
Queen; and I have received Her Majesty’s commands to desire that you will thank
His Highness the Bey of Tunis in the most handsome terms for the steps he has
taken to abolish Slave Trade and slavery within his regency. You will assure the.
Bey that nothing could tend to interest the English nation in his favour so strongly
as a continuance in this course, and as the complete abolition-of slavery in the
regency of Tunis.
You will state that His Highness may confidently rely upon the friendship and

good offices of England as long as he pursues the wise and prudent course which
he has hitheito followed.

 

No. 182.

Viscount Palmerston to Sir Thomas Reade.

Sir Foreign Office, June 23, 1841:
Wiru reference to the doubt expressed in your letter of the 27th February

last, whether Mr. Nyssen had any authority from the Russian Government to act
as Russian Consul at Tunis, I herewith transmit to you, for -your information, a
copy of a Despatch from Mr. Bloomfield, Her Majesty’s acting Minister Plenipo-
tentiary at St. Petersburgh, upon this subject.

I have, &e.

- Sir Thomas Reade, (Signed) PALMERSTON.
&e. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 182,

Mr. Bloomfield to Viscount Palmerston, dated May 29, 1841.

(See Class C, No. 115.) .

 

No. 188.

Viscount Palmerston to Sir T.Reade.

. Foreign Office, July 31, 1841.

Circular transmitting Greek law prohibiting Slave Trade.

(See No. 44.)

 

No. 134.

Sir T. Reade to Viscount Palmerston.

Tunis, June 4, 1841.

My Lorp, . (Received August 9.)

- | wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch
dated the 18th of March last, directing me to desist from employing M. Gaspari

as my agent at the Goletta, in consequence of his name being implicated in an

embarkation of slaves from this place, on board a Greek vessel called the “ Mil-
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tiades,” and I beg to inform your Lordship that those instructions have been car-

ried into effect.
In communicating them to M. Gaspari, I pointed out to him the absolute neces-

sity which, in my opinion, existed for clearing his name from this improper trans-

action. But I regret to say that up to this moment, although he denies having
had anything to do in it, he has not produced to me any testimony sufficient to

exculpate himself; I am of opinion, however, that there was a total want of vigi-

lance on the occasion of the slaves being embarked on board the Greek brig

“ Miltiades ;” for if the Tuscan Consul, from whose consulate the vessel was

despatched, had given decisive and rigorous orders to M. Gaspari, as mentioned in
my Despatch of the 27th of February last, it could not have happened. By this,

however, I do not mean to state that M. Gaspari was the less blameable—because
I myself, during the two years previous to this transaction, had not failed to call

him before me very frequently indeed, to caution, and recommend him, in the

strongest manner, to use every means in his power'to prevent the embarkation of
slaves, and not to shut his eyes upon such proceedings.

In a conversation I have had with the Chevalier Raffo, he informed me that M.
Gaspari had applied to the Minister of the Bey, to obtain for him from the mer-
chant who was the proprietor of the slaves embarkedinthe “ Milttades,” a certifi-
cate stating that he, M. Gaspari, was not implicated in the transaction.
The Minister, in consequence, asked the merchant to furnish a certificate, which

he has done; but in place of affording that aid which M. Gaspari sought for, to
exculpate himself,it,on the contrary, states decidedly that the slaves were embarked
with the knowledge and even by the means of M. Gaspari.

I was so much surprised at this information that I thought it necessary to make—

inquiries in other quarters, whether slaves had been embarked upon other occa-

sions; and I am informed by a person, who [ conceive has good opportunities of

obtaining such information, that slaves have frequently been embarked from this
for Algiers; and that the Algerine agent nominated by the Bey, stationed here,

has kept a regular register of such as have been embarked. I have endeavoured

to obtain a certified extract from this agent’s register, but have not been able to
0 SO. ~
My informant, however, says he saw the register, and he recollects the four fol-

lowing instances contained in it :—

No. 1. The French brig schooner “ La Clorinde,” Captain J. P. Asibert, sailed —

from Tunis the Ist of September, 1839.
No. 2. The Neapolitan tartan “ St. Perasmo,” Captain Arcangelo Scotto, sailed

the 25th of September, 1839.
No. 3. The Sardinian brig “ Giwlietta,’ Captain Pellegro Berlingeri, sailed the

31st of October, 1839.

No. 4. The same brig sailed the 28th of March, 1840.

And he states that the whole of these four vessels are marked in the agent’s _

register as having had slaves on board. This being the case, I much fear. that

other instances have occurred, and which have been kept from my knowledge by

M. Gaspari; for I conceive it to have been impossible that slaves could have been

thus conveyed away without his being acquainted with it.
I regret much to add, that I have heard that slaves are admitted into the posses-

sions occupied by the French in the Algerine territory without difficulty ; and it

is a fact, I believe, which can be depended upon, that a French merchant in this

place, named Carcassonne, boasted of having sent slaves for sale to Constantine by

land, a short time previous to the regulations lately established by the Bey,

reported in my Despatch of the 30th of April ultimo, by which he had gained cent.

per cent.
I have, &c.

(Signed) T. READE.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. &e. &e.
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No. 135.

Sir T. Reade to Viscount Palmerston.

Tunis, August 10, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received September 9.)

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch
dated the 22nd of June, and to inform your Lordship that I lost no time in wait-
ing upon the Bey, to convey Her Majesty’s thanks to His Highness,as directed by
your Lordship’s Despatch.

His Highness, upon receiving the communication, appeared to me to be gratified
and pleased beyond measure ; and after desiring me to state to your Lordship how |
deeply sensible he was of the condescension of Her Majesty, he emphatically
remarked—‘-I have had enormous difficulties to encounter in this affair; I] am

determined, however, to carry it out to the fullest extent; and I trust that ina very
short time you will be enabled to report to your Government the result, which I
am sure cannot fail to be satisfactory to Her Majesty.”

I have no doubt whatever but the Bey will put a total stop to slavery in every
shape ; but of course it must require some little time, opposed as he is, to bring the
matter to a completion,
He has already effectually stopped the exportation of slaves; and he has given

notice to the slave-dealers, that after the arrival of some slaves for which they had
sent commissions previous to His Highness’s first steps, every black person touching

his territories should be free. For my own part I beg to assure your Lordship
that I shall omit no exertions to carry your Lordship’s wishes into effect, and bring

the affair to a happy termination. .

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) T. READE.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
Se. Se. &e.

No. 136.

Sir T. Reade to Viscount Palmerston.

Tunis, September 7, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received October 14.)

In reference to my Despatch of the 10th of August, I have now the great
satisfaction of transmitting herewith the translation of a letter which I received
yesterday from his Highness the Bey, by which your lordship will perceive that his.
Highness has abolished the public slave market, the buildings of which have been
pulled down, and also the sale of slaves in any public manner.

This important step, in my opinion, cannot fail to lead, and that in a very short.
time, to the total and entire destruction of slavery in this regency in conformity
with his Highness’s promise.

It is impossible for me to express in sufficient terms the indescribable satisfac-.
tion I feel in becoming the medium of the humane sentiments of the Bey. At:
an audience which I had with his Highness this morning, he pointed out to me
his expectation of disagreeable opposition to the measures he has adopted, on the
part of the Sublime Porte; but that he confidently trusted to the good offices of
England to support him: and I therefore hope your Lordshipwillexcuse the liberty
I take, by recommending, in the strongest mamner possible, the Bey to the most
favourable consideration of her Majesty’s Government, in case his Highness’s sus-
picions should be realised.

I feel myself thus the more forcibly called upon to solicit it for him upon this
occasion, having no doubt that his Highness has undertaken to adopt measures for
the entire destruction of slavery in his dominions, from his sincere regard and
esteem for the British Government; and it is quite manifest that his exertions have
increased in a twofold manner since the arrival of your Lordship’s Despatch of the
22nd of June, which holds out so great an encouragement to him.

It is very difficult to describe the sensation which the destruction of the slave
market has created in Tunis.
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The poor slaves are almost frantic with joy; and although their proprietors seem
disposed to remonstrate with, or in some manner oppose the Bey, I feel no doubt

whatever, from my knowledge of his Highness’s firm character, that he will over-
come these remonstrances and opposition without much difficulty.

I beg to enclose copy of the answer which I conceived proper to send to his
Highness’s letter.

I have, &c.
(Signed) T. READE.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

&e. &e. &c.

First Enclosure in No. 136.

The Bey of Tunis to Sir T. Reade.

De la part du Serviteur de Dieu, Ahmed Bassa Bey, &c. &c. &c., A notre Allié le

Chev. Thomas Reade, Consul Général du Gouvernement Anglais 4 Tunis.

Vous savez combien le commerce du genre humain nous pesait, et combien

i] contrariait nos sentimens; notre pitié envers les pauvres esclaves n’a point cessé

danimer nos sollicitudes pour affaiblir ce commerce, et pour alléger son poids.

Nous avons jugé bien d’abolir les ventes dans le marché, ot le crieur public les

marchandait comme des animaux, dans Tunis notre capitale aussi bien que dans

toute la Régence.
Nous avons fait cesser le droit qui nous revenait sur leur vente, et nous l’avons

annullée d’entre les rentes de notre Gouvernement.

Nous avons écritdans ce sens 4 toutes Jes parties de la Régence. Dieu sait

Pétat de ces pauvres gens lorsque le crieur public les exposait en vente dans le

‘marché!—et cela dans le seul objet de rétirer les droits fixés dans leur vente:

quoiqu’une rente semblable devrait étre méprisée par les gens qui pensent avec

humanité. .

Cette partie du genre humain devrait cependant jouir plus de considération que

le reste des animaux. Celle-ci sera, si Dieu le permettra, une occasion d’élever

leur malheureuse situation d’esclaves; en ce que elle ne causera point de perte au

capital de leur propriétaire; et que, par la volonté de Dieu, dans peu de tems, la

mesure sera au comble par l’abolition de cette espéce de propriété de notre Régence

entiére. En attendant, notre empéchement de les vendre, notre sympathie a leur

état, et Dall@gement de leur esclavage, nous y conduira avec Vaide de Dieu. Nous

avons participé 4 vous seul cette nouvelle, connaissant accord de vos sentimens

avec les nétres 4 ce propos.
Conservez vous dans la croyance de Dieu,

12 Regeb. 1257,

(6 Septembre, 1841.)

(Translation.) . (Signé) T. READE.

 

(Translation.)

On the part of God’s servant, Ahmed Bassa Bey, &c. &c. &c., to our Ally Sir

homas Reade, Consul-General of the English Government at Tunis.

You are aware how painful the trade in the human species was to us, and

how contrary it was to our feelings ; our pity for the poor slaves has not ceased to

excite our solicitude towards weakening that trade, and reducing its weight. We

have thought proper to abolish their sale in the market, where the public crier

disposed of themas of cattle, in Tunis our capital as well as throughout the |

Regency. .
We have ceased to levy the duty which accrued to us on their sale, and have

expunged it out of the revenues of our government.

We have written to that effect to all parties in the Regency. God knows the

state of these poor people when the public crier exposed them for sale in the market !

—and that for the sole object of deducting the fixed duties upon their sale, although

such a revenue ought to be despised by persons of humane sentiments.
This portion of the human species ought nevertheless to enjoy a greater degree

of consideration than other animals! The present shall be, God willing, an occa-
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sion for raising them above their unhappy condition of slaves, in all such cases as
shall occasion no loss to the capital of their owners, and in a short time the mea-
sure shall be complete by the abolition of this species of property throughout the
whole of our Regency. Inthe mean time our prohibition of their sale, our. sympathy
for their condition, and their relief from slavery,{will, with God’s assistance, further
our views. We have acquainted you only with these news, knowing that your
feelings accord with ours on this subject.

Continue in the belief of God.
12 Regeb, 1257.

(6th September, 1841.)
(Signed) T. READE.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 136.

Sir Thomas Reade to the Bey of Tunis.

ALTEZZA, | Tunis, Settembre 7, 1841.
SE in altra occasione ho appena trovato termini per esprimerle la mia

ammirazione, gli atti ch’ ella esercita sembrano non tendere che ad aumentare il
mio imbarazzo.

Per disposizione di V. A. il negro non é pit esportato, il mare pid non gem del
nefando commercio del genere umano; per suo ordine se ne cessa la vendita
pubblica; e per sua promessa, la Reggenza noné lungi dall’ essere sgravata dalla
schiaviti.

Quanti titoli alla riconoscenza del mondo!
Altezza, l’ emancipazione dei negri varra alla gloria di V. A. pit della conquista

di un regno.
La debolezza dei negri, o la crudelté dell’ uomo, sigillavano il loro destino e

gli riducevano alla condizione di bruti; il costume gli prestava la forza che suole
appartenere alla legalita. Ma Il universo vedraé a sua consolazione, che talvolta
nasce chi sa corrispondere alle intenzioni del Creatore, rendendo bianchi e neri
liberi o schiavi, avanti soltanto quella legge che opprime il colpevole ed assolve
VP innocente.
La tromba della maldicenza cesseré avanti tanti tropei. Tl filantropo ’ ammi-

reva; lo storico compareré i suoi sforzi al? apatia di altre contrade ; il mio governo
gliene sara sempre pit riconoscente; il cuore di V. A. brillera della pit pura gioja;
e lo schiavo reso al mondo, insegnera all’ innocente sua progenie di benedire quelio
che ruppe i ceppi che incatenavano lui, 1 suoi genitori, e la sua stirpe.

Il nome di Sidy Ahmed Bassa Bey gli saré insegnato dale mammelle, ed ac-
compagnera le sue preghiere nella fanciullezza e nella virilit.

Tanti progressi in pochi anni di regno, tante difficolta ed opposizioni sormontate,
devono digia essere di felice augurio al benefico acore di V. A. Ella ha scelto il
sentiero che conduce alla pace, all’ onore, alla fama di questo mondo, ed alla
felicita dell’ altro. Possa V. A. tracciarlo per lunghi anni, accompagnato dai
caldi voti che formo per la sua miscita. _

Aggradisca, &c.
(Firmato) T. READE.

(Translation.)

Sir T. Reade to the Bey of Tunis.

Your Hieuness, Tunis, September 7, 1841.

Ir on other occasions I have with difficulty found words to express my ad-
miration, the acts which your Highness pursues appear to tend only to augment
my embarrassment,

_ In consequence of your Highness’s orders negroes are no longer exported; the
sea no longer groans under the detestable trade in the human species ; the public
sale ofthem has ceased, and, according to your promise, the Regency will ere long
be relieved from slavery. ;
What claims are these to the gratitude of the world!
Your Highness, the emancipation of the negroes will redound more to your

glory than would the conquest of a kingdom.
Crass D.
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The helplessness of the negroes, or the cruelty of man, sealed their destiny, and

reduced them to the condition of brutes ;. custom lent a force to that which ought

only to belong to what is lawful. But the universe will see for its consolation,
that an individual is sometimes found to correspond with the intentions of the
Creator, in rendering whites and blacks free or slaves, in furtherance of those laws

which oppress the guilty and absolve the innocent.
The voice of malevolence will be stilled before so many trophies. The philan-

thropist will wonder at them ; the historian will compare your Highness’s efforts
with the apathy of other countries; my Government will be more than ever
grateful to you; the heart of your Highness will rebound with the purest joy ;
and the slave, restored to the world, will instruct his innocent progeny to bless
him who broke the chains which bound him, his fathers, and his whole race.

The name of Sidi Ahmed Bassa Bey will be taught him from his infancy, and
will be included in his prayers in childhood and in manhood.

Such progress in a reign of a few years, so much difficulty and opposition sur-
mounted, ought certainly to be a happy augury to your Highness’s beneficent heart,
which has chosen the path to peace, honour, and fame in this world, and to happi-
ness in the next. May your Highness pursue the same path for a length of years,
accompanied by my earnest prayers for your welfare.

Accept, &c.
(Signed) T. READE.

 Y

No. 137.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Thomas Reade.

Foreign Office, October 30, 1841.

Circular sending papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 10.)

 

No. 188.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Thomas Reade.

Foreign Office, December 27, 1841.

Circular asking for all Laws on Slave Trade.

(See No. 14.) |
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No. 139.
Mr. Witson to Viscount Palmerston.

Suers, October 1, 1840.

My Lorp, (Received March 7.)
I wave the satisfaction to announce to your Lordship that, on the

25th ultimo, I signed, at this capital, with the Bolivian Plenipotentiary, a
Treaty for the Abolition of the Slave Trade of Bolivia; the which, after being
approved of, on the 26th ultimo, by the- senate and chamber of representatives
assembled together in congress, in conformity to the 5th clause of the 38th Article
of the Political Constitution of the Republic, was ratified by the Government on
the 29th ultimo, that day having been purposely selected for that act in celebration
of the birthday of his Excellency the President ofthe Republic.

I shall transmit this Treaty to your Lordship by the first safe opportunity that
may offer.

And, at the time of doing so, shall solicit your Lordship’s attention to the few
verbal alterations of the British draft, therein introduced at the desire of the
Bolivian Plenipotentiary, for the better adaptation of the sense of the text to the
English and Spanish languages.
But with a view of preventing any misunderstanding upon this subject, the

Bolivian Plenipotentiary and myself agreed upon the following Article, which, as
in the case of the Treaty on Slave Trade between Her Majesty and the Argentine
Confederation, has been annexed as a Third Additional Article to the Treaty :—

“ If, in the drawing up of this Treaty in the Spanish language, any involuntary.
error has been made in the translation, the English text is to be adhered to.”

I trust that your Lordship will approve of this proceeding.
The Bolivian Government has promised me immediately to transmit a full power

to some proper person resident in London for effecting thereat the exchange of the
ratifications.

Herewith are transmitted a copy and translation of a note addressed to me by
the Bolivian Minister of Foreign Affairs (and likewise a copy of my reply thereto),
stating that the congress, impressed with a sense of the beneficent intentions of
Her Majesty in the negotiation of this Treaty, and desirous of giving to Her
Majesty a proof of its deference and respect, had, at his, Mr. Linares’, request,
declared the consideration of the Treaty to be a matter of “urgency,” consequently
dispensing with certain ordinary forms which would have delayed the approval
thereof several weeks.

I trust that the whole course pursued by me for bringing this negotiation to a
successful conclusion will merit the approbation of your Lordship and of Her
Majesty’s Government.

_ Thave, &e.
(Signed). BELFORD HINTON WILSON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. Se. — «&e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 139.

The Bolivian Ministerfor Foreign Affairs to Mr. Wilson.

Palacio de Gobierno en la Ciudad Sucre, a
. 26 de Setiembre, de 1840.

Et infrascrito Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores tiene la complacencia de poner
en conocimiento del Sefior Wilson, que habiendo pedido, 4 nombre de su Gobierno,
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se dispensara el Congreso de las formalidades prescritas por su reglamento en el

examen y aprobacion del Tratado para la abolicion del Trafico de Esclavos, que el

infrascrito tuvo la honra de firmar el 25 del presente con el Sefior Wilson, como

Plenipotenciario de 8. M. la Reyna del Reino Unido de la Gran Bretafia é Irlanda;

el Congreso penetrado de las intenciones beneficas de S. M. la Reyna del Reino

Unido de la Gran Bretafia é Irlanda y deseando darle una prueba de sus justas

consideraciones y respeto, igualmente que darla de su gratitud al Setior Wilson

por los nobles oficios que ejercié en favor de los prisioneros Bolivianos de las ca-

sasmatas del Peru, y de su amistad por ¢l pueblo Boliviano, tuvo a bien acceder

al ruego del infrascrito, y que habiendo declarado urgente la materia, la aprobado

el dia de hoy el Tratado, en cuya virtud esta dispuesto el Gobierno del intraserito

a ratificarlo el 29, por sen el cumple afios de S. E. el Presidente de la Republica.

Renueva el infrascrito al Sefior Wilson las seguridades de su estimacion y respeto.

(Firmado) JOSE MA. LINARES.

Al Setior Plenipotenciario de S.M.B.
§e. &e. &e.

 

(Translation.) Palace of Government, in the City of Sucre,
' September 26, 1840.

Tux undersigned Minister of Foreign Affairs has the satisfaction of ac-

quainting Mr. Wilson that having requested, in the name of his Government, that

the Congress would dispense with the formalities prescribed by the rules thereof

in the examination and approbation of the Treaty for the Abolition of the Slave

Trade, which the undersigned had the honour to sign on the 25th instant with Mr.

Wilson, as the Plenipotentiary of Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Ireland, the Congress, penetrated with a sense of the be-

neficent intentions of Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Ireland, and being desirous of giving a proof of its deference and re-

spect for Her Majesty, as also of manifesting its gratitude towards Mr. Wilson for

his noble offices of humanity in favour of the Bolivian prisoners confined in the

Peruvian casemates, and for his friendship towards the Bolivian nation, deemed fit

to accede to the request of the undersigned; and having declared this matter to be

urgent, has this day approved of the Treaty: the Government of the undersigned

is, in consequence, prepared to ratify it on the 29th, on account of that day being

the birth-day of his Excellency the President of the Republic.
The undersigned renews to Mr. Wilson the assurances of his high esteem and

respect,
(Signed) JOSE MA. LINARES.

To the Plenipotentiary of Her Britannie Majesty,
Sec. &e. &e.
 

Second Enclosure in No. 139.

Mr. Wilson to the Bolivian Ministerfor Foreign Affairs.

Sucre, September 27, 1840.

TE undersigned Chargé d’Affaires and Plenipotentiary of Her Britannic
Majesty has been honoured with the receipt of Mr. Linares’ Note, dated yesterday, ©
stating that the Congress of Bolivia had, for the reasons therein set forth, approved,

on that day, of the Treaty for the Abolition of the Traffic in Slaves, which the un-
dersigned had the satifaction to sign with Mr. Linares on the 25th instant; and,
finally, announcing that the Bolivian Ratification would be affixed thereto on the
29th instant, in celebration of the birth-day of his Excellency the President of the
Republic.
The undersigned justly derives the highest gratification from having it in his

power to transmit to his Government so classic a proof as that afforded by theAct
recorded in Mr. Linares’ Note, of the deferénce and respect entertained by the

Congress and Government of Bolivia towards Her Britannic Majesty ; and he will
venture to assure Mr. Linares that the step taken by the Government and Congress
of Bolivia upon this occasion will be fully appreciated by Her Most Gracious Ma-
jesty, as well as by Her Majesty’s Government, not only on account, of the flatter-
ing tribute thereby paid to the beneficent intentions of Her Majesty in the negotia-
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tion of the Treaty, but likewise from its furnishing such unequivocal evidence of

the sincere and cordial co-operation rendered to Her Britannic Majesty by the Bo-

livian nation in the glorious undertaking of putting an end to the inhuman traffic
in slaves.
The undersigned fully sympathises with the generous motives which impelled

his Excellency the President of the Republic to celebrate his birth-day by an act,

personally, so creditable to himself, and so becoming the chief magistrate of. a

Christian and free people.
Finally, the honourable mention of the name of the undersigned in the Note

under reply increases the motives of consideration towards Mr. Linares, which he

before possessed, for the enlightened efficacy with which, as Plenipotentiary and

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Bolivian Republic, he has successfully brought

to a conclusion the negotiations of this Treaty ; and in like manner that circum-
stance augments the debt of gratitude due by the undersigned, personally, to the

Congress and Government of Bolivia for the distinguished marks of kindness with

which on former occasions, as well as on the present, he has been thereby favoured.
The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to renew to Mr. Linares the

sentiments of his high respect and distinguished consideration. oO

(Signed) BELFORD HINTON WILSON.

The Bolivian Minister of Foreign Affairs,
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 140.

Mr. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston.

My Lorp, Sucre, October 4, 1840.

I wave the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the 29th number of the—

official gazette of Bolivia, in which is published a translation, in the Spanish lan-

guage, of the Apostolical Letter promulgated on the 3rd of December, 1839, by
his Holiness the Pope, on the subject of the Slave Trade.
A translation of this letter has now been inserted in public journals of the ca-

pitals of the Republics of Peru and of Bolivia, and of the cities of Arequipa and

Tacna; and it is most probable that it will also be inserted in a public journal of
the city of La Paz. —

I have, &c.

(Signed) BELFORD HINTON WILSON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.;

 

Ge. &e. &e.

No. 141.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Wilson.

Sir, Foreign Office, March 19, 1841.

I wave received your Despatch of the Ist of October, 1840, stating that on

the 25th of the preceding month you had signed with the Bolivian Plenipotentiary

a Treaty for the Abolition of the Slave Trade of Bolivia; that the few deviations

which you had allowed to be made in it from the British draft consisted only in’

verbal alterations; and that the Treaty was ratified by the Bolivian Government

on the 29th of September, 1840: and I have the satistaction to acquaint you that

Her Majesty’s Government approve your conduct in the negotiation of that Treaty.
Tam, &e.

B. H. Wilson, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON.

Se. &e. &e.
 

No. 142.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Masterton.

; Foreign Office, April 15, 1841,

Circular sending Treaty withArgentine Confederation.

(See No. 1.)
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No. 1438.

Fiscount Palmerston to Mr. Masterton.

Foreign Office, April 22, 1841.
Circular sending Treaty with Hayti.

(See No. 2.)

 

No. 144.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Wilson.

Foreign Office, May 11, 1841.

Proposed Instructions to Bolivian Functionaries in Slave-holding Countries.

(See No. 3.)

 

No. 145.

Mr. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston.

Sucre, November 2, 1840.
(Extract.) (Received June 3, 1841.)

I prorit by the first safe opportunity that has offered to transmit herewith
a Treaty between Her Majesty and the Republic of Bolivia for the Abolition of
the Traffic in Slaves, signed by me on the 25th of September last, constitutionally
approved of by Congress on the 26th, and ratified by the Government of Bolivia on
the 29th of that same month.

I also transmit herewith a copy and translation of ‘the Report of the Committee
of the Bolivian Congress upon the Treaty.

 

Enclosure in No. 145.

Report of the Committee of the Bolivian Congress upon the Treaty between Her
Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and
the Republic of Bolivia, for the Abolition of the Traffic in Slaves; signed at
Sucre on the 25th of September, 1840.

 

(Translation.)
Sir, .

Your Commission for Foreign Affairs has had. before it, and examined with

much satisfaction, the Treaty for the abolition of the barbarous Traffic in Slaves,
which the Government has concluded with Mr. Belford Hinton Wilson, as Pleni-
potentiary of Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland. All who possess a true spirit of liberality cannot fail to evince sentiments
of gratitude and of respect towards the Illustrious Cabinet of St. James’s, for the—
generous zeal with which it has laboured to vindicate the rights of humanity, which
man himself has violated with no less barbarity than arrogance.

__ “ A man proprietor of his fellow-man, a man converted into property!” exclaimed
the father of the country to the Legislature of 1826; “ an image of the Almighty
subjected to the yoke like a brute beast! Let us be told from whence are derived
the rights of the usurpers of the liberty of man! The Coast of Guinea has not
furnished them to us; for Africa, devastated by fratricide, offers to us nought but -
crimes !”
_ Such were the ideas and the sentiments of the immortal Bolivar relative to the
infamous system of slavery; and no Bolivian can feel or think differently. It is
true that these principles not only form the essential part of our political faith, but
are likewise recognised in the 155th Article of the Constitution of the Republic;
consequently the convention which you are about to approve of is in fact nothing
more than the formal stipulation in a public treaty of a constitutional article. This
Js the essence of the negotiation, whilst its entire details are merely confined to
insure that its operation be not frustrated by the machinations of avarice.
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The Slave Trade being proscribed and abolished by the nations of Europe, the
infamous speculators therein have had recourse to the flags of the new states of
America for the purpose of covering under those flags their criminal traffic, and it
has consequently become indispensable for Great Britain, deeply interested in this

matter, to conclude treaties with the American Governments conceding to her the
right of searching the ships which sail under their respective flags. This right is
recognised by the Treaty which the Government has just signed; and although it
is mutual to the two high contracting parties, it will not be so in practice, for
Bolivia has no navy, neither will she for many years to come possess cruisers
wherewith to search British vessels on the coast of Africa. But at all events, so

soon as the Republic shall form a navy, this stipulation will become reciprocal.
It being declared by the treaty that the Traffic in Slaves carried on by the sub-

jects of either of the two contracting nations is a crime of piracy, a Mixed Court
composed of citizens of the two states, and paid for by both, is established for the

adjudication of such cases. It is also stipulated that the captives who may be found
on board piratical vessels are to be placed at the disposal of the Government to
whom belongs the cruiser that has made the prize: and in respect to this stipula-

tion the Commission repeats that which it before has indicated, namely, that as
Bolivia has no cruisers on the coast of Africa she cannot make prizes, and in conse-
quence is under no obligation to aid in the formation of the Mixed Court, nor to
incur any expense on account of captured slaves, over whom the Government to
whom belongs the capturing cruiser will exercise the right of guardianship, with

the object of securing to them in future the enjoyment of their liberty.
By an express stipulation therefore, in the additional Articles, the Republic is

exempted from all expenses on this account; andthe Government of Her Britannic
Majesty binds itself alone to pay all expenses which may be thereon incurred. The
literal meaning and intent of this Article is, that Bolivia thereby acquires the right
of aiding in the formation and payment of the Mixed Tribunal, without however
contracting an obligation to do so. It is therefore just and very honourable to the

venerable and enlightened Government of Her Britannic Majesty that, taking upon
itself alone the charge of the whole outlay required for the abolition of the Slave
Trade, it should at the same time reap the glory of restoring to the enjoyments of
social life the unfortunate victims ofdepravity and avarice. The Commission con-
sequently submits to your examination the following project :-—

The Senate and Chamber of Representatives of the Bolivian Nation, assembled,
together in Congress, decree-the following law:

Sole Article—The Treaty for the abolition of the Traffic in Slaves which the
Government of the Republic has concluded, on the 25th of September of the present
year, with Mr. Belford Hinton Wilson, Plenipotentiary of Her Majesty the Queen
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, is hereby approved of.

Let this law be communicated to the executive power for its ratification ; and in

order that it may direct the same to be published and fulfilled. .

City of Sucre, September 26, 1840.

(Signed) LOAYZA. . CORDOVA.
BUITRAGO. OSIO.
CAMACHO. URQUIDI.
BACAFLOR.

JUSTINIANO JIMENES,
Secretary.

True Copy of the Report of the Commission.

(Signed) — JOAQUIN DE AGUIRRE,
oO Senator Secretary.

In honour of the Bolivian nation it appears proper herein to record that the Con-
gress, upon the suggestion of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, declared the con-
sideration of this ‘Ireaty to be a “ matter of urgency,” thereby dispensing with
the usual formalities requisite in the formation of laws: and immediately upon the
presentation, on the 26th instant, of the foregoing report and project of law, both
were unanimously approved of and constitutionally sanctioned by Congress.

_ The ratification to the Treatywas in consequence affixed by the Government on
the 29th, to commemorate by so solemn and glorious an act the birth-day of his

Excellency the President of the Republic. —

 



104 BOLIVIA.

No. 146.

Mr. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston.

Sucre, November 2, 1840,

(Extract.) (Received June 3, 1841.)

I nave the satisfaction to transmit herewith the Bolivian ratification to the

Treaty which I signed with the Bolivian Government in this capital, on the 25th

of September last, for the abolition of the Traffic in Slaves. ;

 

No. 147.

Mr. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston.

Sucre, November 10, 1840.

My Lorp, (Received June 3, 1841.)

I nave the satisfaction of transmitting herewith a copy and transla-
tion of a note which, under date of the 6th instant, has been addressed to me
by the Bolivian Minister of Foreign Affairs, covering the copy of the project of
a law initiated by his Government in the Senate, for carrying into due effect
that part of the stipulations of the Treaty on Slave Trade between Her Majesty
and the Republic of Bolivia which declares the crime of Slave Trade to be
Piracy, and directs the establishment of Mixed Courts of Justice for the trial of
such offences.

I likewise herewith forward a copy and translation of that project; and should
your Lordship be desirous of procuring any modifications thereof, your Lord-

ship’s suggestions would doubtless be favourably considered by this Government,
with a view to their adoption; and as the next Congress will not assemble until
the 6th of August, 1841, and will remain sitting for two and possibly for three
months, such suggestions, if immediately forwarded to Sucre, on the receipt of
this Despatch, would probably be received, thereat in time to be acted upon prior
to the passing ofthe present project.

I trust that your Lordship will approve of a note, a copy of which is herein
enclosed, which I have deemed it but common justice to address to Mr. Linares,
expressive of my grateful sense of the earnestness and efficacy of the endeavours
of his Government to bring to a successful conclusion its negotiations with me,
and more especially the negotiation of the Treaty in question.

I have, &c.

(Signed) BELFORD HINTON WILSON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G. C.B.
Se. Se. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 147.

General Linares to Mr. Wilson.
(Translation.) . |

Palace of Government in Sucre, November 6, 1840.

Tue Undersigned, Minister of Foreign Affairs, has the honour to transmit
to Mr. Wilson the copy of a project of law, initiated by his Government, de-
claring (in conformity with the Treaty for the Abolition of the Traffic in Slaves, _
concluded on the 25th of last September with the Government of Her Majesty
the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland) the said traffic
to be a crime of Piracy, and enacting the punishment to which it is to be sub-

jected in this Republic.
The project likewise declares that the port of La Mar is to be the place of

residence of the Mixed Tribunal established by the Treaty, for taking cogni-
zance of the causes relative to the Slave Trade.
The Government of the Undersigned has hastened to initiate the project

without waiting for the ratification of the Treaty on the part of the Government
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of her Majesty, because it does not for a moment doubt that it will be obtained;

and because it has wished in this manner to give a proof of his desire to finish,

on its part, a work which does so much honour to the Government of Her

Majesty.
The Undersigned thinks it proper also to remark to Mr. Wilson that in the

project the penalty of death has not been enacted, because the Constitution of

the Republic only permits it in cases of treason against the country, rebellion,

parricide, and assassination, forbidding it to be applied to other cases; and as,

according to the penal laws in force in Bolivia, the greatest punishment next to

death is that of ten years’ imprisonment with hard labour (“‘ Presidio”): with

that, according to the project, the crime of Piracy is to be punished.

The Undersigned renews to Mr. Wilson the sentiments of his distinguished

esteem.
(Signed) JOSE MARIA LINARES.

Belford Hinton Wilson, Esq.
Se. &e. = &e.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 147.

Project of Law.
(Translation.)

Tue Senate and Chamber of Representatives of the Bolivian nation de-

cree the following Law.
Article 1.

In conformity with the stipulations of the Treaty for the Abolition of the

Traffic in Slaves, concluded between the Republic and Her Majesty the Queen

of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Treland, the said traffic is declared

to be a crime of Piracy. -

Article 2.

Besides the punishments established by the Treaty, the perpetrator of the

crime of Piracy shall suffer ten years.of imprisonment and hard labour (“ Pre-

sidio”). ‘The other criminals shall be punished with the same penalty; observ-

ing, as to time, the scale and proportion established by the penal code for the
class of offence corresponding.

Article 3.

The port of La Mar shall be the place of residence for the Mixed Tribunal

established by the said ‘Treaty. .

Article 4.

The 174th* Article of the penal code is abrogated.

Let it be communicated, &e.

A true copy. (Signed) LINARES.

 

Third Enclosure in No. 147.

Mr. Wilson to General Linares.

Suere, November 7, 1840.

Tue Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires, has been
honoured by the receipt of the several notes, numbered and dated as in margin,
which have been addressed to him by Mr. Linares, upon the subject of the

 

* The following is a translation of the 174th Article of the Penal Code of Bolivia, directed to be repealed
by the 4th Article of the above Project:— _ -

“ Those who shall introduce slaves into Bolivia by sea or land shall suffer two or four years of imprison-
_ ment ( reclnusion”), and a fine equivalent to the sixth part of the value of the said slaves, they becoming
free. Those who shall knowing]y purchase slaves thus introduced shail undergo the same punishment, the
said slaves becoming free.”

Crass D.
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negotiations which have been carried on between the Bolivian Minister of
Foreign Affairs and the Undersigned subsequent to his arrival at this capital.
Upon the eve of returning to Lima, the Undersigned would be wanting in

the discharge of a grateful duty were he not to profit by the present opportu-
_ nity of offering, through the worthy channel of Mr. Linares, to the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Bolivia, his most sincere acknowledgments for the
enlightened benevolence with which it has more closely cemented the relations
of intimate friendship and commerce which, with mutual benefit to both nations,
so happily subsist between Great Britain and the Republic of Bolivia.
Above all, the generous interest displayed by Mr. Linares to procure the

immediate exchange of the ratifications of the Treaty for the Abolition of the
Traffic in Slaves, as well as the measures he has initiated in the senate to give
effect to the stipulations of that Treaty, will be fully appreciated, the Under-
signed will venture to assure him, by the Government of Her Majesty asa
classic proof of the good faith and enlightenment of the Government of His
Excellency the President, General Velasco, upon a question of such vital interest
to the humanity and to the civilization of whole Christian world.
The Undersigned trusts that Mr. Linares, in laying this note before his Go-

vernment, will also deign to accept the personal acknowledgments which are due
to him for the efficacy and noble frankness which have characterized all his acts
with the Undersigned, who gladly seizes this opportunity to renew to Mr. Li-
nares the assurances of his high respect and distinguished consideration.

(Signed) BELFORD HINTON WILSON.

The Bolivian Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Se. Se... &e.
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No. 148.

Viscount Palmerston to the British Consuls.

Foreign Office, April 15.

Circular sending Treaty with the Argentine Confederation.

(See No. 1.)

 

No. 149.

Viscount Palmerston to the British Consuls.

| Foreign Office, April 22.

Circular sending Convention with Hayti. .

(See No. 2.)

 

- No. 150.

Viscount Palmerston to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls.

Foreign Office, May 8.

Circular against holding or being interested in Slave Property.

(See No. 43.)

 

No. 151.

Earl ofAberdeen to British Consuls and Vice- Consuls.

Foreign Office, October 30.

Circular sending Paperspresented to Parliament.

(See No. 10.)

 

| No, 152.

Earl of Aberdeen to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls. |

Foreign Office, December 27.

Circular for all Laws on Slave Trade.

(See No. 14.)
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CHILE.

 

t

No. 153.

The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerston.

(Extract.) Santiago, October 18, 1840.

Tue Constitutional Congress closed their session and their labours at the

accustomed period.
Among those matters which merited the attention of the Lower Chamber, since

it had already in the session of 1839 been approved by the Senate, but which has

equally shared in its neglect, is the Treaty with Great Britain for the Abolition of
the Slave Trade.

I had already received from the late Minister for Foreign Affairs, Don Joaquin
Tocornal, divers notices of the intention of the Government, viewing the unproduc-

tive progress of the Legislative session, to summon at an early period an Extraor-
dinary Congress, to which, by the constitutional law, itis alone permitted to treat of
and to discuss subject-matter submitted by the Government to their consideration,
and that, should this intention be realized, the Slave Trade Treaty would be strongly

recommended to, and the approbation of it by the Chamber actively promoted by,
the Government.

I had also, early in the month of September, received from the present
Foreign Minister, in reply to a formal question submitted to him, authority

officially to declare to you the intention of this Government to summon the
Congress at the commencement of the month of November, and therein to fur-
ther the conclusion of the Treaty. This has again been confirmed to me by the
Minister of Finance, Don Joaquin Tocornal.

 

No. 154.
The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerston.

Santiago, November 1, 1840.

My Lorp, (Received February 16.)

I nave had the honour to receive your Lordship’s Despatch, covering

two copies of a treaty concluded at Caraccas between Her Majesty and the

Republic of Venezuela for the abolition of the Slave Trade.
T have, &c.

(Signed) JOHN WALPOLE,
Consul-General.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

&e. &e. Se.

 

No. 155. |

The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerston.

Santiago, November 14, 1840.

My Lorn, (Received February 20.)

‘I nave had the honour to teceive your Lordship’s Despatch, covering

an apostolical letter promulgated by HisHoliness the Pope on the subject of the

Slave Trade.
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Your Lordship may rely on my availing myself of the earliest occasion which
may offer for the insertion of that paper in the public journal of this city, and
that I shall adopt those measures which may appear most suitable for making
its contents generally known.

T have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN WALPOLE,

Consul-General.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

Se. Se. Se.

 

No. 156.

The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerston.

Santiago, November 20, 1840.

My Lorp, . (Received February 20, 1841.)

I avait myself of the short space allotted to me previous to the sailing of
Her Majesty’s ship “Actzeon” for Panama, to acquaint your Lordship of the
receipt on the 12th instant of your Lordship’s Despatch, dated March 4, together
with a box containing Her Majesty’s ratification of the Treaty for the Suppres-
sion of the Slave Trade, as concluded and signed by the respective plenipoten-
tiaries on the 19th of January, 1839, and directing that the same should be
exchanged againsta similar instrument ratified by the President of this Republic.

In the fulfilment of this latter I foresee no difficulty on the part of this Govern-
ment; but you will permit me to state that the additional Article, which I had
the honour to announce to your Lordship, in my Despatch marked Slave Trade,
of September, 1839, as having been insisted on by the Chilian Senate,
limiting the duration of the treaty to a period of ten years, has not therein been
noticed.
As no mark of disapprobation of the proceeding which I at the same time

stated as my intention to adopt in regard to the above provision has reached me,
I consulted with my colleague in this transaction on the best mode of supplying
this deficiency without having recourse to the inconvenient measure of a new
treaty; and, in consequence, it was agreed between us to enter into a convention,
the substance of which your Lordship will find in the enclosed paper and its.
translation, in which are stipulated the duration of the ‘Treaty for ten years, and
the prorogation of the term fixed in the original Treaty for the exchange of the
ratification.

I apprehend, my Lord, and the Minister for Foreign Affairs is in the same
conviction, that the powers of which IJ already have the honour to be possessed.
are amply sufficient to authorize me in proceeding to the termination of this
negotiation.

I have, &c. ——-
(Signed) JOHN WALPOLE,

Consul-General.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

Se. be. &e.
 

Enclosure in No. 156.

(Translation.) _

Draft of Convention.

N. and N., animated always with the most lively desire to co-operate for
the abolition of the traffic in slaves in all parts of the world, and to avoid renewed
delays in the fulfilment of the obligations which they had mutually resolved to
impose on themselves by the Treaty signed on the 19th of January, 1839, which
unhappily could not be carried into effect, the period designated for the exchange
of the ratifications having expired, have agreed to proceed to the celebration of a
convention which may give full force and vigour to all which shall not be expressly
altered by it in the stipulations contained in the said Treaty.
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For this purpose they have named for their plenipotentiaries N. N. and

M. M., who, having mutually communicated their full powers and found them

in due form, have regulated and agreed to the following articles :—

Article 1.

The two high contracting parties recognise as valid and subsisting all the obli-

ations which it was their intention respectively to contract by alland each of the

articles of the Treaty of the 19th of January, 1839, to co-operate for the effectual

and complete abolition of the Slave Trade, and by all and each of the annexes

marked A, B, and C, and by the two separate articles thereunto adjoined, which,

as therein stipulated, ought and are to be considered as integral parts of the above-

mentioned Treaty; all of which is understood to be with the exceptions and

modifications which shall hereafter be expressed.

In virtue of this the two high contracting parties agree and stipulate, in the

most positive and conclusive manner, that it is their desire to be bound, and they

are hereby bound, formally and solemnly, by all and each of the clauses of the
Treaty referred to, and of the annexes, and of the separate articles, so far as they

may respectively regard them according to, and as they are expressed in, the
copy in the Spanish language which shall be ratified simultaneously with the pre-
sent convention by the President of the Republic of Chile, and in the copy in the

English language ratified separately on the by Her

Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, the|

same as if the above-mentioned Treaty formed an integral part of the present

Convention, and was inserted word for word in it; saving, however, the excep-

‘tions and modifications hereafter expressed.

Article 2.

The above-mentioned Treaty of the 19th of January, 1839, shall be obligatory

on the two high contracting parties alone for the term of ten years, reckoned

from the date of the exchange of the ratifications of the present Convention; it

being well understood that if, previous to the expiration of the said term of ten

years, neither of the two high contracting parties shall notify to the other its

‘intention to put an end to the said Treaty, it shall remain in full force and vigour

for a period undefined, and it shall alone cease to exist, and shall be considered

io terminate at the expiration of one year, reckoned from the date of the notifi-

‘cation made by one of the high contracting parties to the other in manifestation

of its desire to put an end to the said Treaty.

Article 3.

The before-mentioned Treaty and the present Convention shall he ratified by

the President of the Republic of Chili, and the present Convention shall be so by

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,

and the ratification of both shall be exchanged within one year from the date of

ihe-present Convention, or before, if possible.
In faith of which, &c.

 

No. 157.

Viscount Palmerston to the Hon. John Walpole.

Sir, Foreign Office, March 16, 1841.

I HAVE received your Despatch of the 20th of November, 1840, enclosing:

a paper containing the substance of a stipulation which you had consented to

enter into with the plenipotentiary of Chile for limiting to a period of ten years

the duration of the Treaty already concluded by youand the Chilian plenipoten-

tiary on the 19th of January, 1839.
But I have to refer you to my Despatch of the 22nd August, 1840, giving you

instructions for your guidance, if a proposal for such astipulation should be made

to you.
And I herewith send you a duplicate of that Despatch and of its enclosure,

to provide for the event of your not having received the originals of those
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apers; and I have to acquaint you that, in respect to limiting the duration
of the Treaty in question, you are to abide by the instructions contained in that
Despatch.

I am, &e.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.

The Hon. Hon. Walpole,
ke. &e. &e.

 

No. 158.

Viscount Palmerston to British Consuls. _

Foreign Office, April 15, 1841.
Circular sending Treaty with the Argentine Confederation.

(See No. 1.)

 

No. 159.
Viscount Palmerston to British Consuls.

Foreign Office, April 22, 1841.

Circular sending Convention with Hayti.

(See No. 2.)

 

No. 160.

Viscount Palmerston to British Consuls and Vice-Consuls.

Foreign Office, May 8, 1841.

Circular instruction as to holding Slave property.

(See No. 43.)

 

No. 161.

The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerston.

Valparaiso, December 26, 1840
(Extract.) (Received May 10, 1841.)

In pursuance of the course announced to your Lordship in my Despatch
of November 20, and which had been adopted on the arrival of Her Majesty’s
ratification of the Treaty of 1839, a meeting took place between the Chilian
plenipotentiary and myself, during which certain stipulations previously agreed
on, assuming the form of a Convention, were signed on the 25th ultimo.
The discussion of the original Treaty and of the present Convention was.

‘concluded with the full approbation and sanction of the Congress on the 17th
instant. .
By the first Article the obligations contracted by the parties to the former

Treaty are recognised and confirmed. —
The second limits the duration of the Treaty to ten years, and to a subsequent

period undefined, provided that one of the contracting parties shall not give
notice to the other of its desire to put to it a termination, which shall, however,
only take place at the expiration of one year from the daie of the notification.
The third Article renews the period originally fixed, but expired, for the

exchange of the ratifications of the Treaty, and stipulates for it simultaneously
With that of the present Convention within twelve months from the date of this
atter.

_ Governed by a sincere desire correctly to interpret and zealously to execute the
purposes of Her Majesty’s Government, I trust that the course which I have pur-
sued on this occasion will meet your Lordship’s approbation.
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Enclosure in No. 161.

Convencion adicional y explicatoria del Tratado entre Chile y ta Gran Bretatia

para la Abolicion del Tréfico de Esclavos, firmado en la Ciudad de Santiago

el dia \9 de Enero de 18839.

Et Presidente de la Repiblica de Chile, y Su Majestad la Reina del

Reino Unido de Ja Gran Bretafia e Irlanda, animados siempre del mas vivo deseo

de cooperar a la Abolicion del Trdfico de Esclavos en todas las partes del mundo,

y de evitar nuevas demoras en el cumplimiento de las obligaciones que mutua-

mente habian resuelto imponerse por el Tratado de diez y nueve de Enero de

mil ochocientos treinta y nueve, que desgraciadamente no pudo Ilevarse a efecto

por haber expirado el plazo designado en é1 para el canje de las ratificaciones;

han resuelto proceder al ajuste de una Conyencion que dé plena fuerza y valor en

todo lo que no fuere alterado expresamente por ella, a las estipulaciones con-

tenidas en el dicho Tratado. A este efecto han nombrado por sus Plenipoten-

ciarios, a saber, la Reptblica de Chile a Don Joaquin Tocornal, Ministro del

Despacho en el Departamento de Hacienda, y Su Majestad la Reina del Reino

Unido de la Gran Bretafia e Ivrlanda al Honorable Sefior Juan Walpole, Consul

General de Su Majestad Britanica en la Republica de Chile: los cuales, habien-

dose comunicado mutuamente sus plenos poderes y halladolos en debida forma,

han ajustado y acordado los siguientes articulos :—

Articulo, 1°.

Las dos Altas Partes Contratantes reconocen como validas y subsistentes todas

las obligaciones que respectivamente fué su animo imponerse por todos y cada

uno de los atticulos del Tratado de diez y nueve de Enero de mil ochocientos

+reinta y nueve, para cooperara la efectiva y completa abolicion del comercio de

esclavos, y por todos y cada uno de Jos articulos de las adiciones marcadas con

las letras A, B, y C, y por los dos articulos adicionales separados, que seguil lo

alli estipulado debian y deben considerarse como partes integrantes del sobredicho

Tratado; todo lo cual se entiende con las excepciones y modificaciones que mas

adelante se expresaran. . .

En esta virtud las dos Altas Partes Contratantes acuerdan y estipulan del

modo mas positive y terminante, que es su 4nimo obligarse, como de hecho se

obligan, formal y solemnemente por todas y cada una de las clausulas del referido

Tyatado y de las referidas adiciones y articulos separados, en Ja parte que respec-

tivamente les toque, segun y como se hallan expresadas en el ejemplar en lengua

Castellana que sera ratificado por el Presidente de la Republica de Chile, y en

el ejemplar en lengua Inglesa que sera ratificado por Su Majestad Ja Reina del

Reino Unido de Gran Bretafia e Irlanda; todo de la misma manera que si el

sobredicho Tratado formase parte integrante de la presente Convencion, y estu-

viere inserto en ella palabra por palabra; salvas empero las excepciones y modi-
ficaciones que van a expresarse.

Articulo 2°.

El sobredicho Tratado de diez y nueve de Enero de mil ochocientos treinta y

nueve sera obligatorio para las dos Altas Partes Contratantespor solo el término

de diez afies, contados desde la fecha del canje de las ratificaciones de la presente

Convencion; bien entendido que si 4ntes de cumplirse el mencionado plazo de

diez afios, ninguna de las dos Altas Partes Contratantes hubiere notificado a la

otra su intencion de poner fin al dicho Tratado, permanecer4 en plena fuerza y

vigor por un tiempo indefinido, y solo dejara de tener fuerza y Vigor y se con-

siderara terminado a Ja expiracion de un afio, contado desde la fecha de la notifi-

cacion que una de Jas dos Altas Partes Contratantes dirijiere a la otra, manifes-

tandole su intencion de pouer fin a dicho Tratado.

Articulo 3°.

El antedicho Tratado y la presente Convencion seran respectivamente ratifi-

cados por el Presidente de la Repiblica de Chile, y por Su Majestad Ja Reina de!

Reino Unido de la Gran Bretafia e Ivlanda; y las ratificaciones de ambos seran

canjeadas dentro de un atfio contado desde la fecha de la presente Convencion.

En £6 de lo cual. los respectivos Plenipotenciarios han firmado tres ejemplares

en lengua Castellana de la presente Convencion, y otros tres en lengua Inglesa,

los han sellado con sus armas.
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Fecha en la ciudad de Santiago a veinte y cinco dias del mes de Noviembre
del afio de Nuestro Sefior mil ochocientos cuarenta.

 

(Signed) JOAQUIN TOCORNAL. JOHN WALPOLE.

(Seal.) | (Seal.)

(Translation.)

Convention additional and explanatory of the Treaty between Great Britain and
Chile for the Abolition of the Traffic in Slaves, signed in the city of San-
tiago the 19th day of January, 1839.

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Treland, and the President of the Republic of Chile, animated always with the
most lively desire to co-operate for the abolition of the Traffic in Slaves in all
parts of the world, and to avoid renewed delays in the fulfilment of the obliga-.
tions which they had mutually resolved to impose on themselves by the Treaty
signed on the 19th of January, 1839, which unhappily could not be carried into
efiect, the period designated for the exchange of the ratifications having expired,
have agreed to proceed to the celebration of a convention which may give full
force and vigour, in all which shall not be expressly altered by it, to the stipu-
lations contained in the said Treaty. For this purpose they have named for
their Plenipotentiaries, to wit, Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, the Honourable John Walpole, Her Britannic
Majesty’s Consul-General in the Republic of Chile ; and the Republic of Chile,
Don Joaquin Tocornal, Minister of State for the Department of Finance; who,
having mutually communicated their full powers, and found them in due form,
have arranged and agreed to the following Articles :—

Article 1.

The two high contracting parties recognise as valid and existing all the obli-
gations which it was their intention respectively to contract by all and each ‘of
the Articles of the Treaty of the 19th of January, 1839, to co-operate for the
effectual and complete abolition of the Slave Trade, and by all and each of the
Annexes marked A, B, and ©, and by the two separate additional Articles:
which, as therein stipulated, ought and are to be considered as integral parts
of the above-mentioned Treaty; all of which is understood to be with the
exceptions and modifications which shall hereafter be expressed. .

In virtue of this the two high contracting parties agree and stipulate in the
most positive and conclusive manner that it is their desire to be bound, as
they are hereby bound, formally and solemnly by all and each of the clauses of
the Treaty referred to, and of the Annexes, and of the separate Articles, so far
as they may respectively regard them, according to and as they are expressed.
in the copy in the English language which shall be ratified by Her Majesty the
Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and in the copy in
the Spanish language which shall be ratified by the President of the Republic
of Chile, all in the same manner as if the above-mentioned Treaty formed an:
integral part of the present Convention, and was inserted word for word
in it, saving however the exceptions and modifications which are hereafter
expressed.

Article 2.
The above-mentioned Treaty of the 19th January, 1839, shall beobligatory

on the two high contracting parties only for the term of ten years, reckoned
from the date of the exchange of the ratifications of the present Convention ; it
being well understood that if, previous to the expiration of the said term of ten
years, neither of the two high contracting parties shall have notified to the other
its intention to put an end tothe.said Treaty, it shall remain in full force and
vigour for a period undefined, and it shall only cease to have force and vigour,
‘and shall be considered as terminated, at the expiration of one year, reckoned
from the date of the notification which shall be made by the one to the other of
the high contracting parties, in manifestation of its desire to put an end to the
said Treaty.

Cuass D.
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Article 3.

The before-mentioned Treaty and the present Convention shall be respectively
ratified by Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, and by the President of the Republic of Chile, and the ratifications
of both shall be exchanged within one year, reckoned from the date of the
present Convention, or before, if possible,
_Jn faith of which the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed three copies of

the present Convention in the English language, and other three in the Spanish
language, to which they have affixed their arms. oo
Done in the city of Santiago, the twenty-fifth day of November, in the yea

of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty. :

(Signed) JOAQUIN TOCORNAL. JOHN WALPOLE.

(Seal.) (Seal.)

 

No. 162.

The Hon. J. Walpole to Viscount Palmerston.

. Valparaiso, January 12, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received May 10.)

Tue Despatch of the 26th December, whichwill accompany this, had
scarcely been written, when that from your Lordship of the 22nd of August,
1840, was delivered to me.

Its contents have caused me, I can assure your Lordship, the most serious
concern, showing, as it does, my omission in not sufficiently impressing on

_ your Lordship, in my communication of September, 1839, the insuperable
nature of the obstacles opposed by the Chilian Senate to the ratification of the
Treaty for the Suppression of the Slave Trade in the form in which it was pre-
sented for their consideration.
The resolution to fix a limit to treaties of a commercial nature celebrated

with foreign powers was announced in 1833 by the actual President of Chile;
its extension to all treaties, whatever may be their purpose or object, has been
considered in the judgment of the Senate as essential to the national benefit.

It was the conviction of the unchangeable nature of that resolve which
induced me to accede, without waiting the further instructions from your Lord-
ship, to the limitation stipulated in the 2nd Article of the Convention, which
your Lordship will have received, and thus practically to ensure to Her Ma-
jesty’s Government the attainment of their purpose—viz. the perpetual aboli-
non of the trade in slaves by Chilian citizens, or by others under the Chilian
ag.
The spirit not only of apathy and indifference which generally prevailed

throughout the Chamber of Deputies, but that of hostility manifested by a por-
tion of its members, even to the consideration of the Treaty itself, seemed to
justify the course which [ had pursued.

Nevertheless, these adverse symptoms were not to deter me from executing
the directions contained in your Lordship’s Despatch, however slight the pros-
pect of success which I might entertain ; and, accordingly, after an interview
with Don Joaquin Tocornal, from which I derived but little promise, I pro-
ceeded to Santiago to confer with the Minister for Foreign Affairs. The result
has not been more satisfactory.

I represented to His Excellency the earnest regret that Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment would experience on learning the ultimate decision of the Chambers;
their hopes of an unlimited duration being given to the Treaty ; I urged with all
the energy prescribed the considerations suggested by your Lordship, but with-
out eliciting one spark of hope of a change in a. decision, the propriety of which,
as His Excellency stated, was not alone that of the Congress, but the popular -
and almost the universal sense of the country. . .

In the additional Article, which I then submitted to His Excellency, he saw
no causeforalteration, since the Congress would alone observe in it the mode
of cancelling the effects of the Limitation Clause, and of thus rendering ineffec-
tual their precautions. .
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His Excellency added, that although the Government could not influence,

they did not participate in the opinion of the Congress, nor could they foresee

the period for the termination of the Treaty; but that in contemplation of so

unfortunate an event, they would compromise themselves to maintain the law

attaching the punishment of piracy to the crime of slave-trading, and to main-

tain irrevocably that law.
Thus, my Lord, having been baffled in the object proposed, and unauthorised

to offer any further stipulations, I abstained therefrom; but I will venture to

assure your Lordship that this Government, in furtherance of the views of Her

Majesty's Government, and with a desire to promote their complete fulfilment,

would cheerfully consent to bind themselves in the most solemn manner never

to forego the principles involved in the Treaty, but to adhere inviolably and

perpetually to the engagements contracted by the 2nd Article im their most
extended sense.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN WALPOLE,

Consul-General.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
Se. Se. Se. .

 

| No. 163..

Viseount Palmerston to the Hon. John Walpole.

Foreign Office, May 11, 1841.

Circular as to proposed. Instructions to Chilian Functionaries in Slave-holding
Countries.

(See No. 3.)

 

No. 164.

ViscountPalmerston to the Hon. John Walpole.

Sir, Foreign Office, June 8, 1841,

I wave received your Despatch of the 26th of December, 1840, en-

closing a Convention signed by you and the Chilian Plenipotentiary on the 25th

of November, 1840, limiting to a period of ten years the duration of the Treaty

concluded by youwith Chile on the 19th of January, 1839, for suppressing the

Slave Trade of Chile. -
I have also received your Despatch of the Ist of January, 1841, in which you

mention the reasons which induced you to agree to this limit to the duration of

the Treaty. .
But on this subject I have to refer you to my Despatch of the 22nd of Au-

gust, 1840, stating that Her Majesty’s Government consider arrangements such

as those contained in that Treaty will be absolutely necessary as long as the

condition of slavery anywhere exists: and I have to refer you to my Despatch

of the 16th of March, 1841, observing that Her Majesty’s Government continue

still of that opinion; and I have now to instruct you to say to the Chilian Go-

vernment, that Her Majesty’s Government conceive it would be unadvisable to

stipulate that the Treaty with Chile on Slave Trade should have so short a dura-~

tion as that which is assigned to it by the Convention of the 5th of November,
1840. And you will observe to the Chilian minister, that considering the length

of voyage between Chili and Great Britain, and the length of time required for

diplomatic communications between the two governments, the Chilian Go-

vernment must see the grave objections which there are to a Treaty of such a
duration. .

Mexico, like Chile, at first objected to allow an unlimited duration to its
Treaty on Slave Trade. _The Mexican Government, however, instead of directly

limiting the duration of its Treaty, agreed at last to a stipulation, of which I
herewith transmit to you a copy, providing that if it shall be necessary to adopt
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new measures for attaining the object of the Treaty, or for remedying inconve-

niences which shipping might be found to have suffered under it, the parties to
the Treaty will consult together for the complete attainment of these objects.
Her Majesty’s Government is willing to consent that a similar stipulation to

this shall be added to the Treaty with Chile of the 19th of January, 1839.
1 have to instruct you, therefore, to endeavour by all the arguments in your

power to induce the Chilian minister to agree to ratify the original Treaty of

ithe 19th of January, 1839, annexing thereto an additional article to the effect of —
that which I enclose, instead of the Convention which you signed on the 25th
of November, 1840, and which cannot be ratified by Her Majesty.

(Signed) PALMERSTON,
The Hon. John Walpole,

Se. §e. §e.

 

Enclosure in No. 164.

Article 14.

As the principal object of this Treaty, Additional Articles, and three Annexes,
which form part of it, is no other than that of preventing the traffic in slaves
without any annoyance to the respective merchant-shipping of the two nations,

the High Contracting Parties, animated by the same sentiments, agree that if in

future it should appear necessary to adopt new measures for attaining the said

beneficent object, or for obviating any inconvenience to the aforesaid shipping
which experience shall have made known, in consequence of those establishedin
this Treaty, Additional Articles and Annexes proving inefficacious, the said High
Contracting Parties will consult together for the complete attainment of the
object proposed.

 

No. 165.

The Honourable John Walpole to Viscount Palmerston.

Santiago, February 21, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received June 7.)

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship a copy and translation of
a note which I received yesterday from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, con-
taining the first official notification of the approbation of the Treaty and Conven-

tion relating to the abolition of the Slave Trade by the Congress, and of the

disposition of the President to ratify the same.

1 have restricted myself to a simple acknowledgment of its receipt.
I have, &c.

(Signed) JOHN WALPOLE,
Consul-General.-

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

Se. Se. &e.

 

Enclosure in. No. 165.

M. Moult to the Hon. John Walpole.

(Translation.) Santiago, February 20, 1841.
Desirovus that no renewed delays should accidentally occur in the publi-

cation of the treaties relating to the Slave Trade, and that, if Her Majesty the
Queen of the United Kingdom should sanction them, the exchange of the ratifi-
cations may be effected within the period stipulated, it has appeared to the Pre-
sident expedient to notify to you their approbation by the Congress without
modification or reserve of any sort, and that His Excellency is disposed to ratify
them in the same terms.
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Thus Lact by order of His Excellency, and I profit by this occasion to reiterate

to you the sentiments of high consideration with which
I have, &c.

(Signed) MANUEL MOULT,

The Consul-General of Her Britannic Majesty.

 

No. 166.

The Honourable John Walpole to Viscount Palmerston.

Valparaiso, May 15, 1841.

(Extract.) (Received September 24.)

Previous to the infliction of severe indisposition, which ultimately com-

pelled me to remove to the more favourable climate of this port for my recovery, |

and to abstain from all serious occupation, I had an interview with the newly

appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs, Don José Miguel Trarrazaval.

In my former Despatch of January the 12th of this year, I had conveyed to

your Lordship the sense of the Government at that time in existence, and the

declaration of the minister as to the extent to which they could, satisfied of the

unconquerable opposition of the Chambers to a treaty. unlimited in point of time,

venture to compromise themselves ; but, seeing nothing in all this so conclusive

as to impede my recurrence to the subject at a more favourable, opportunity, it

formed the principal object of my visit.
I proposed to His Excellency to submit to the considerationof the Legis-

Jature the Convention signed in the month of November of the last year, with

a view to the limitation clause being expunged.
I reiterated my conviction of the determination of the British Government,

founded as it was on the most sound and incontestable objections, to reject the

Treaty while its operation should be restricted to any fixed limits: I repeated

all that your Lordship had suggested in your last Despatch, and I expressed

myself thoroughly persuaded that the Congress about to meet would not inter-

pose a clause so prejudicial to a Treaty having directly for its object the ame-

lioration of an oppressed class of our own species, but from which the state of

Chile would also indirectly derive importance, had it been discouraged,and the

Treaty in its original form been earnestly supported by the Government. |

His Excellency replied, that, although a member of the Senate, and present

at the discussion of the Treaty, he had been equally ignorant of its existence as

of the nature of the motives which induced the addition of the limitation clause;

that no just cause for it offered itself to his mind, and that he should not hesitate

in lending his assistauce for its abrogation.
I then entreated him to prepare the Chambers for its renewed discussion, and

to animate them to the adoption of his own views, by recommending the pro-

posed change to their favourable consideration in the President’s opening

speech. To this he willingly consented, and voluntarily proposed a similar ad-

mission into the memoir which he should also present.

 

No. 167.

The Earl of Aberdeen to the Honourable John Walpole.

Foreign Office, October 30, 1841.

Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 10.)
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No. 168.

The Honourable John Walpole to Viscount Palmerston.

. Santiago, June 27, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received November 22.)

I wAp last night the honour to receive yourLordship’s Despatch, dated
August 18th, 1840, topether with one copy of two series of Papers relating to
the Slave Trade, which had been presented to both Houses of Parliament during
‘the last Session by Her Majesty’s command.

I have, &c.
Cigned) JOHN WALPOLE,

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C_B Consul-General.

Se. Se. §e.

 

No. 169.

Extract of a Letterfrom the Hon. John Walpole to Mr. Bidwell.

Santiago (Chile), July 22, 1841.

AFTER muchpatient endurance and vexatious discussion I have settled
the Slave Trade Treatyin a way which I hope will satisfy Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, at least for thepresent.
TheRight of Searchis limited, not in point of time, but of space, and the por

tion given is much more extensive than is to be found in the Treaty with
Venezuela.

This Government proposed its Fifth Article as a model: I rejected it as in
admissible, and proposed, so far as regarded the coast of Africa, the range sti-
pulatedin the Third Article of the Nueva Grenada Counter Project mentioned
in Mr. Adams’s Despatch of August 29, 1839. This was as strongly resisted by
this Government, and after much consideration and many vain attempts to obtain
more longitude, I was fain to put upwith the Venezuela limits extended to 25
degreesnorth, and 40 degrees southlatitude.

Within this scope are included thewhole of the Cape Verd Islands to five de-
grees south of the Cape of Good Hope, which will also give room, I should hope,
to intercept vessels coming round from Mozambique, since I understand they
are seldom met within a more southern latitude.

I hope, shortly, to get it through the Chambers and ratified, or at least an as-
surance of its being so, and I will lose no time in sending it home.

 

No. 170. |

The Earl of Aberdeen to the Honourable John Walpole.

Foreign Office, December 31, 1831.

Circular for all Laws on Slave Trade,

(See No. 14.)
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EQUATOR.

 

No. 171.

Mr. Cope to Mr. Bidwell.

Consulate of the Equator, Guayaquil, September 1, 1840.

Sir, . (Received January 2, 1841.)

I Have the honour to transmit annexed a translation in the Spanish lan-
guage, as published in the “ Equatorian Gazette” at Quito, of the Apostolical
Letter promulgated by his Holiness the Pope, on the 3rd of December, 1839, on
the subject of Slave Trade, a copy of which I received in a Despatch from
Viscount Palmerston, dated February 20, 1840, with instructions to cause it to

be inserted in the public Gazette of the Equator. -
; I have, &c.

 

John Bidwell, Esq., (Signed) WALTER COPE.
&e. Se. Se.

No. 172,

Mr. Cope to Viscount Palmerston.

. Consulate of the Equator, Guayaquil, October 30,1840.

My Lorp, (Received February 20, 1841.)

I save the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s De-

spatch of the 23rd of April, and of the two copies, which accompanied it, of a

Treaty concluded at Caracas on the 15th of March, 1839, between Her Majesty
and the Republic of Venezuela, for the Abolition of the Slave Trade.

“Thave, &e.
(Signed) WALTER COPE.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e. .

 

No. 173.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Cope.

— Foreign Office, April 15, 1841.

Circular sending Treaty with the Argentine Confederation.

(See No. 1.)

 

No. 74.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Cope. |

Foreign Office, April 22, 1841.

Circular sending Convention with Hayti.

(See No. 2.)
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No. 175.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Cope.

Foreign Office, May 8, 1841.

Circular on holding or being interested in Slave Property.

(See No. 43.)

 

No. 176.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Cope.

Foreign Office, October 30, 1841.

Circular sending printed Papers on Slave 'Trade presented to Parliament, 1841.

(See No. 10.)

 

No. 1717.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Cope.

Foreign Office, December 27, 1841.

Circular for all Laws upon Slave Trade.

(See No. 14.)

 

No. 178.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Walter Cope.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 31, 1841.

By areference to your Despatch of the 7th of April, 1840, and to the

note therein enclosed from the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of the

Republic of the Equator, I perceive that no difficulty was anticipated either by

yourself or by that Minister to the successful termination of the negotiation with

which you were charged for concluding with him a ‘Treaty between Great Britain

and the Republic of the Equator for the Suppression of the Slave ‘Trade. But I

regret to observe that since that period no communication appears to have

been received at this office from you upon the subject of this negotiation : and I

have therefore to desire that, on receiving this Despatch, you will lose no.time in

putting yourselfagain in communication with the Minister of the Republic of the

Equator, and that you will use your utmost efforts to conclude this ‘Treaty with-

out any further delay.
Tam, &e.

Walter Cope, Esq. (Signed) ABERDEEN.

Se. . &e.  &e.
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No. 179.

Mr. Pakenham to Viscount Palmerston.

Mexico, December 19, 1840.

My Lorp, . (Received February 15, 1841.)
From the enclosed copy and translation of a note which I received

yesterday from the acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, your Lordship will see
that the President has granted full powers to Don Luis Cuevas, of whose ap-
pointment as Minister to England I have had the honour to inform your Lord-
ship by another Despatch of this date, to conclude with me the alterations desired
by Her Majesty’s Government in the Treaty which was signed here on the 16th
of May last. . _

I am sure that Sefior Cuevas feels the best disposition to meet the wishes of
Her Majesty’s Government, and also that when the new Treaty is signed he
will do everything im his power to obtain its ratification by the Chambers, in
order if possible to have the satisfaction of presenting it to your Lordship in a
complete state on his arrival in England. —

I have, &c.,
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B,
&e. &c.. Se.

 

Enclosure in No. 179.
(Translation.)

Mr. Monasterio to Mr. Pakenham.

National Palace, Mexico, December 16, 1840.

Tue Undersigned, &c., has the honour to acquaint Mr. Richard Paken-
_ ham that his Excellency the Presidenthas. been pleased to grant to his Excel-
lency Sefior Don Luis Gonzaga Cuevas full powers, in order that, again taking
into consideration certain articles of theTreaty for the Abolition of the Slave
Trade signed in this capital on the 16th of May of the present year, he may
make therein such alterations as he may judge expedient, to the end that this
negotiation may be definitively arranged in conformity with the wishes of the

' Governments of Mexico and Great Britain. oe .
His Excellency the President, in thus meeting the late suggestions of Mr.

Pakenham contained in his note of the 13th of August last, has directed the
Undersigned to communicate to him the above resolution, which the Under-
signed now does; and he avails himself, &c.

 

(Signed) JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO.
Richard Pakenham, Esq.

Se. Se Se.

No. 180.

Mr. Pakenham to Viseount Palmerston.

, Mexico, January 25, 1841,
My Lorp, , (Received March 19.)

I wap the honour to inform your Lordship, by my Despatch of the 19th
of last month, that the President had appointed Seftor Cuevas, who will shortly

Cuass D.
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proceed to England as Minister from this Republic, to complete with me the

negotiation of the Treaty for the more effectual prevention of the Slave Trade

under the Mexican flag.
I have now the honour to acquaint your Lordship that the negotiation of the

Treaty is concluded, and that it will belaid before the Chambers as soon as the

two copies for signature can be got ready.
The following are the alterations which have been introduced into the Treaty

from the form in which it stood when last submitted to your Lordship.

In Article IT., instead of the stipulation on the part of Mexico “ that within

two months after the exchange of the ratifications,” a law should be passed im-

posing the severest punishment on persons taking part in the Slave Trade, the

Mexican Government undertakes to procure the enactment of the proposed law

* as soon as possible ;” because it was considered that perhaps the periods fixed

for the despatch of business in the Congress might not admit of the law being

passed within two months after the exchange of the ratifications; and also that

a stipulation so peremptory in point of time might indispose the Chambers, and
create a difficulty with regard to the ratification.

Article 3 has been altered according to the instructions contained in your
Lordship’s despatch of the 10th of June last; that is to say, the Mexican Go-
vernment engage to introduce into the Congress a law declaring Slave Trade to
be piracy—the stipulation for an additional Convention upon this point being

omitted, and instead of it, itis provided that both the high contracting parties shall
promulgate or propose in their respective legislatures the most suitable measures
for carrying into immediate execution the laws of piracy which are to be ap-

plicable to the Slave Trade according to the legislation of the two countries,

with respect to the vessels and subjects or citizens of the two nations.

In Article 7 an important alteration has been made, but one to which I hope

that your Lordship will not object.
It was signified in your Lordship’s despatch of the 10th of June that Her

Majesty’s Government would agree that Mexican slave vessels captured in the

Gulf of Mexico, and to the westward of a certain longitude, should be brought

to trial before a Mexican tribunal; while British vessels captured within those
coniines should be taken to a British possession for trial; it being agreed that

both British and Mexican vessels detained to the eastward of the specified de-
gree of longitude should be sent for adjudication to the nearest British pos-
session. This stipulation Sefior Cuevas considered would be fatal to the
Treaty in the Congress, as not offering sufficient reciprocity; seeing that, by

the arrangement therein proposed, Mexican vessels would, in certain cases, be

subject to trial by an English tribunal, while in no case would an English

~ yessel be brought to trial before a tribunal of this country.
As I consider Seiior Cuevas’ apprehension as to the jealousy with which

such an arrangement would be viewed by the Chambers to be well founded,

I thought it prudent to yield to his opinion upon this point; and, ac-
cordingly, instead of the stipulation originally proposed, it has been agreed

that vessels detained in conformity with the provisions of the Treaty shall be
sent for trial to the nearest possession of the country to which the captured

vessel belongs, except there should happen to be slaves on board at the time
of capture, in which case the vessel shall be sent or conducted to the nearest
possession of either of the contracting parties, or to such place belonging to
either-of them as the commander of the capturing ship shall think may be
soonest reached, in order.that the slaves may be there disembarked. The vessel,

with her cargo, commander, and crew, to be then sent to the place where she

is to be tried, in conformity with the preceding provisions of the same Article.
My reason for hoping that your Lordship will not object to this arrange-

ment, is that it is essentially the same as that contained, with reference to the
place of trial, in the Treaty with Venezuela, which has already been ratified by

Her Majesty ; and, as the circumstances of Venezuela are much the same as

those of Mexico, I am inclined to hope that what was approved of with regard.

to that country will not be held open to objection with regard to this.
As relates to the place of depositing the negroes, it is true that in the Treaty

with Venezuela it is agreed that in every case they shall be landed at a British
possession, while, according to the proposed Article in the Treaty with Mexico,

they may be landed at a place belonging to either country; but there is this
difference between Venezuela and Mexico, that in the former republic slavery
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is still tolerated, whereas it has long ceased to exist in this country, and conse-

quently there will be no risk that negroes landed in any part of the Mexican

territory can be reduced to a state of slavery.
Besides, my Lord, it must be borne in mind that all speculation as to the

ractical operation of this or that provision of the Treaty with Mexico is per-

fectly ideal: the Treaty once concluded and ratified, it is not within the

pounds of probability that the flag of this republic should ever be used by

vessels engaged in slave-trading; even without a treaty it is not known that

the Mexican flag has ever been so employed; and once it shall be settled, by

- the conclusion of the Treaty, that there will be no advantage in adopting for

slaving operations the flag-of this republic, in preference to the flag of Spain

or any other country, I think it maybe looked upon as. almost a matter of

certainty that the provisions of the Treaty for the trial of vessels underMexican

colours, and other measures dependent thereon, will never come into practical

execution. .

The observations contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 10th of June,

relative to the inconvenience of limiting the operation of the Treaty to a term

of years, have had due weight with the Mexican Government; and, accord-

ingly, no such limitation will be found in the present Treaty. But as it was

considered absolutely necessary, with a view to obtain the ratification of the

Chambers, that some provision should be made for a revisal of the Treaty by

mutual consent, in case it should be found to cause vexation or annoyance to

the trade of this country; instead of the Article whereby the former Treaty

was made terminable after eight years at the demand of either of the contract-

ing parties, an Article has been introduced to the following effect :—

«As the principal object of this Treaty, additional articles and annexes,

which form a part of it, is no other than that of preventing the traffic in slaves

without any annoyance to the respective merchant shipping of the two nations,

the high contracting parties, animated by the same sentiments, agree that if

in future it should be necessary to adopt new measures for attaining the said

beneficent object, or for obviating any inconvenience to the aforesaid shipping

which experience shall have made known, in consequence of the measures

established by this Treaty, additional Articles and annexes proving inefficacious,

the said high contracting parties will consult together for the complete attain-

ment of the end proposed.”
In some other Articles of the Treaty a few verbal alterations have been

made, but none of sufficient importance to deserve mention.

In the additional Articles and annexes there will be no alterations save those

arising out of alterations in the Articles in the Treaty on which they depend.
I have, &c.

 

(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
Se. &e. &c.

No. 181.

Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty's Ministers and Consuls.

Foreign Office, April 15, 1841.

Circular sending Treaty with the Argentine Confederation.

(See No. 1.)

 

No. 182.

Viscount Palmersion to Her Majesty's Ministers and Consuls.

Foreign Office, April 22; 1841.
Circular sending Convention with Hayti.

(See No. 2.)
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No. 188.

Mr. Pakenham to Viscount Palmerston.

Mexico, February 25, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received April 26.)

In my Despatch of the 25th of last month, I had the honour to mention

that the amended Treaty with this Government for the prevention of the Slave

Trade under the Mexican flag was ina state of forwardness.
In the same Despatch I had the honour to explain the alterations which, in.

order the better to overcome the scruples of the Chambers, it was thought

advisable to introduce into this Treaty, from the form in which it stood when

last submitted to your Lordship.
The Treaty, which was signed yesterday, I have now the honour to enclose;

and I earnestly hope that it will receive your Lordship’s approbation.

 

I have, &c.

. (Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. Se. &e.

No. 184.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Pakenham.

Foreign Office, May 11, 1841.

Circular relative to proposed Instructions to Mexican Functionaries in Slave-
holding countries.

(See No. 3.)

 

. No. 185.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Pakenham.

Sir, Foreign Office, May 26, 1841.

I HAVE received your Despatch of the 25th of February, 1841, trans-
mitting the Treaty which you have concluded between Her Majesty and the
Republic of Mexico for the suppression of the Slave Trade.
Her Majesty's Government highly approve the zeal and the judgment which

you have shown in the negotiation of this Treaty; and Her Majesty has com-
manded that ratifications of this Treaty shall be prepared, to be exchanged against
those of the Republic of Mexico.

Lam, &c.

Richard Pakenham, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON.
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 186.
Mr. Pakenham toViscount Palmerston.

Mexico, August 14, 1841.

My Lorp, . (Received October 7.)

I wave had the honour to receive your Lordship’s Despatches of the 15th
and 22nd of April, enclosing copies of the Treaties concluded between Her Ma-

jesty and the Argentine Republic, and between Her Majesty and the Republicof
Hayti, for the more effectual suppression of the Slave Trade.

I have communicated these ‘Treaties to the Mexican Government.
I have also the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch

of the 1lth of May. In obedience to the instructions therein contained, I have

addressed a note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, inviting this Government to

address to its agents in slave-holding countries instructions similar to those con-
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tained in_your Lordship’s circular letter of the 8th of May, a copy of which
accompanies your Lordship’s Despatch last referred to.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
C. Se. &e.

No. 187.

My. Pakenham to Viseount Palmerston.

Mexico, August 13, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received October 11.)
I Lost no time in fulfilling the instructions contained in your Lordship’s

Despatch of the 11th of May, by addressing a note to the Mexican Government,
inviting them to issue to their agents in slave-holding countries instructions
similar to those set forth in your Lordship’s circular letter to the British func-
tionaries in such countries, a copy of which letter accompanied your Lordship’s
Despatch.

I have the honour to enclose a copy of my note to the Minister for Foreign
Affairs upon this subject, and a copy and a translation of the answer returned by
Sefior Camacho, from which your Lordship will perceive that the Mexican Go-
vernment accede without hesitation to the wishes of Her Majesty’s Government
im as far as relates to the issue of the desired instructions; but Sefior Camacho
has thought proper on this occasion to introduce some observations respecting the
existence of slavery in Texas, the spirit and intent of which will at once be appa-
rent to your Lordship, and respecting which I forbear, accordingly, to offer any
comment.

I have, &c. -
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., ,
&e. | &e. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 187.

Mr. Pakenham to M. Camacho.

Mexico, August 9, 1841..
Ir would appear from information which has reached Her Britannic Ma-

jesty’s Government that persons appointed by different governments to reside asministers, or consuls, or agents in slave-holding countries, are sometimes in the
habit of hiring and maintaining slaves, and of engaging in undertakings in which
slave property is concerned.
As by such practices the functionaries in question give an indirect sanction to.

slavery, and appear to countenance measures which tend to create a demandfor slaves, Her Majesty’s Governmenthas addressed to all British functionariesin slave-holding countries the circular letter, of which a copy is herewithenclosed; and as Her Majesty’s Government think it very important that theopinion of the Mexican Government should be expressed upon this subject insuch a manner as to afford an additional discouragement to the Slave Trade,Her Majesty’s Government think that much good would be effected in this
respect, if the Mexican Government would address to its agents in slave-holding
countries instructions similar to those contained in the enclosed circular; andthe undersigned, &c. has consequently been instructed to address to the MexicanGovernment a note containingan invitation to the above effect,

In fulfilling the instructions which he has received upon. this subject, theundersigned is justified, from the abhorrence on all occasions manifested by theMexican Government of the trade in slaves, and from the many proofs affordedby the said Government of an earnest desire to co-operate with the Government of England in endeavouring to effect the extinction of that Trade, that his
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Excellency the President will gladly embrace the present opportunity to show
to the world the determination of this Government not to countenance, however
indirectly, any practice tending to encourage the traffic in slaves, or the employ-
ment of slave labour. .

The undersigned, &c.
(Signed) R. PAKENHAM.

His Excellency D. Sebastian Camacho,
Se. &e. Se.

 

(Translation.) Second Enclosure in No. 187.

M. Camacho to Mr. Pakenham.

Sir, Mexico, August 16, 1841.

I wave had the honour to receive your note of the 9th, with its en-
closure, the circular letter from the Foreign Office, prohibiting the agents of that
department from deriving any advantage from slavery in countries where this
disgraceful and infamous traffic is protected ; by which note J am also informed
of the just desires of your Government, that the Government of Mexico should
adopt a similar measure, and address instructions having the same object to their
foreign agents.

Accordingly, you may assure Her Majesty’s Government that his Excellency
the President of the Republic, before whom I have laid your note, entirely
agreeing with their sentiments, and influenced by a full conviction that the
unjust and barbarous traffic in slaves is as repugnant to humanity as it is a
scandal to morality and civilization, has not merely contented himself with
accepting and following up their invitation, by causing instructions similar to
those contained in the above-mentioned circular to: be addressed to our agents
abroad, but has also thought it expedient to extend its effects as far as is in his
power, by directing that such agents, whenever the occasion presents itself, shall
use their advocacy with the governments and authorities of the countries where
they reside with the same zeal in behalf of the slaves as they would for their
countrymen, in fulfilment of their duty, and in as far as is compatible with the
exercise of their functions.

Moreover, as his Excellency the President is always ready to embrace every
occasion that presents itself of proving to the whole world that his Government
will never consent to countenance, even indirectly, any practice tending to
encourage the trade in slaves, or their condemnation to compulsory labour, his
Excellency would consider himself false to his principles, and as betraying the
generous confidence placed in him by the British Government, if he neglected
this opportunity of calling their attention, through you, to their recent recog-
nition of the insurgent department of Texas, where, it is well known,a vast
colony of slaves has been settled, and that hateful traffic is in daily activity, since
-in that country there are no other hands to draw the wealth from its soil ; and
the hatred of the usurpers against people of colour has been carried to such a
pitch, that they have even thundered decrees of proscription against that unhappy
race, such as to shock humanity, and to rouse the indignation of every govern-
ment of enlightened and religious feeling. :

In giving utterance to these sentiments, the Government of Mexico are far
from making a formal charge against Her Britannic Majesty’s Government for
having thought proper to acknowledge the independence of Texas. Their sole
‘object has been to promote the good of mankind and the liberty of all men,
whatever their origin, in every part of the world; and as such too has been the
generous and undeviating purpose of the British Cabinet since ‘they had the
glory of leading the van in the abolition of a hateful traffic, it must be believed
that if in the acknowledgment of the usurpers of Texas no terms have been im-
posed on them to assuage the lot of the unfortunate bemgs who there groan in
slavery, it has been because that Cabinet had not been furnished with very
correct information; and they, consistently with their principles, will be moved
to compassion as soon as they are aware that in this corner of the world there
exists a class of beings unprotected and weighed down by the chains of slavery.

- Such is the confident hope of the government of Mexico, reserving, however,
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their right of acting in this matter as their duty may require: and in making this

communication to you by command of my Government,

 

I have, &c.

(Signed) SEBASTIAN CAMACHO
Richard Pakenham, Esq.,

| |

Se. &e. &e.

No. 188.

Mr. Jolly to Mr. Bidwell.

British Consulate, Tampico, August 18, 1841.

Sir, — (Received October 22.)

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication

of the 15th April, transmitting a copy of a Treaty concluded at Buenos Ayres

on the 24th May, 1839, between Her Majesty and the Argentine Confedera-

‘tion, for the abolition of the Slave Trade. .
I have, &c.

(Signed) STEWART L. JOLLY,

John Bidwell, Esq., Acting Vice-Consul.

&e. §e.

 

No. 189.

Mr. Jolly to Mr. Bidwell.

British Consulate, Tampico, August 18, 1841.

Sir, . (Received October 22.)

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication

of the 22nd April, transmitting a copy of a Convention, concluded at Port-au-

Prince on the 23rd December, 1839, by which the Republic of Hayti has

acceded to the Conventions for the suppression of the Slave Trade, concluded.

between his late Majesty-and the King of the French, on the 30th November,

1831, and the 22nd March, 1833.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) STEWART L. JOLLY,

John Bidwell, Esq., Acting Vice-Consul.

&e. Se. :

No. 190.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Her Majesty’s Ministers and Consuls,

| Foreign Office, October 30, 1841. |
Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 10.)

 

No. 191.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Pakenham.

Sir, . Foreign Office, November 24, 1841.

I wave received your Despatch of the 30th August last, enclosing copy
of a note from Seftor Camacho, stating that the Mexican Government have
prohibited their agents in slave-holding countries from being directly or in-
directly interested in slave property; and I have to desire that you will ex-
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press to Sefior Camacho the cordial thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for
this communication.

I have, &e.
. (Signed) ABERDEEN.

R. Pakenham, Esq.,
Se. &e. §e.

 

No. 192.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Pakenham.

Foreign Office, December 27, 1841.
Circular asking for all Laws on Slave Trade.

(See No. 14.)

 

No. 193.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Pakenham.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 31, 1841.

Wirt reference to your Despatch of the 25th February last, and to the
Despatch to you of the 26th of May following, respecting the Treaty for the
suppression of the Slave Trade of Mexico, signed by you under the first-
mentioned date, I have to state to you that the Mexican ratification of that
Treaty has not yet reached this country: and I have to desire that if that rati-
fication shall not have been completed or forwarded to London when you
receive this Despatch, you will lose no time in urging the Government of
Mexico to consummate this work, by completing, without further delay, and
forwarding to London, the ratification referred to, for exchange against that of
Her Majesty in London.

I have, &e.
(Signed) ABERDEEN.

Richard Pakenham, Esq,
Se. Se. &e.
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No, 194.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hood.

Foreign Office, April 15, 1841.
Circular sending Treaty with the Argentine Confederation.

(See No. 1.)

 

No. 195.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hood.

Foreign Office, April 22, 1841.

Circular sending Convention with Hayti.

(See No. 2.)
 

No. 196.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Mandeville.

Sir, | Foreign Office, April 23, 1841.
Tuer enclosed communication from Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at

Rio de Janeiro contains a statement that Don F, Rivera, President of Monte-
video, has given liberty to all slaves throughout the Oriental Republic, and has
caused all those liberated slaves who could serve to be enlisted in a military
corps for the defence of that country. . .
Her Majesty’s Government sincerely rejoice that freedom has been conferred

apon these persons upon any terms; and I have to desire that you will use
your utmost endeavours to prevent the re-establishment of slavery in Monte-
video.

Iam, &c.
_ (Signed) PALMERSTON.

J. H. Mandeville, Esq., Do
Sec. Se. &c.

 

' Enclosure in No. 196.

Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston.

| Rio de Janeiro, February 28, 1841.

(See Class B., No, 417, p. 614.)

 

No. 197.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hood.

Sir,, oe ~ ForeignOffice, April 23, 1841.

THE enclosed communication from Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at
Rio de Janeiro contains a statement that Don F. Rivera, President of Montivideo,

Crass D.
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has given liberty to all slaves throughout the Oriental Republic, and caused all
those liberated slaves who could serve to be enlisted in a military corps for the
defence of that country.
Her Majesty’s Government sincerely rejoice that freedom has been conferred

upon these persons upon any terms; andI have to desire that you will use
your utmost endeavours to prevent the re-establishment of slavery in Monte-
video.

Iam, &c.,
(Signed) PALMERSTON.

T. S. Hood, Esq.,
Se. &e. Se.

 

Enclosure in No. 197.

Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmersion.

Rio de Janeiro, February 28, 1841.

(See Class B., No. 417, p. 614.)

 

No. 198.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hood.

Foreign Office, May 8, 1841.

Circular Instruction on holding or being interested in Slave Property.

(See No. 43.)

 

No. 199.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Mandeville.

Foreign Office, May 11, 1841.

Circular Instruction on proposed Instructions to Montevidean Functionaries
in Slave-holding Countries.

(See No. 3.)

 

- No. 200.

Mr. Hood to Viscount Palmerston.

My Lorp, | Montevideo, February 23, 1841.

I wave the honour to enclose, for your Lordsbip’s information, the
copy and translation of a circular note, dated the 8th imstant, which the
Oriental Government of the Urnguay have caused to be directed to the
foreign consuls resident in Montevideo, requesting them to recommend to
their respective countrymen that, during the present crisis, they should send
any slaves they may possess to some foreign country, in ‘order to avoid the
possibility of their being taken for the service of arms by the Commander of
an armed force which the Minister supposes may come from Buenos Ayres to
invade the republic; and also intimating that after a certain period the Go- —
vernment will proceed to adopt other precautionary measures which may seem
to it necessary for its security.
The only observation that appears to me necessary to make to your Lord-

ship in this case is, that there are very few slaves belonging to British subjects,
and those few are principally confined to household servants. ‘The proposal of
the Government is, however, perfectly illusory, since there does not exist any
place or country which slaves could be safely removed to for security, nor indeed
was this ever the intention of the Government, who only propose this imprac~

_ticable plan to disarm complaint against a measure which General Rivera has
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in contemplation for adopting the identical measure which he alleges his enemies.

might do, that is to place all the male slave population at the disposal of the

Government, which will give him the means of raising three or four thousand

black troops, and a considerable sum of money for excusing the rest from mili-

tary service.
Whatever may be the demerits of this measure, it will certainly have the effect

of weakening the security in slave property, and thereby of greatly decreasing the

slave importations.
I have, &c.

(Signed) |= THOMAS SAMUEL HOOD. .

The Right Hon. Viiscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 200.

(Translation.)
The Montevidean Minister to Mr. Hood.

Montevideo, February 8, 1841.

Tuz Undersigned Minister Secretary of State in the Department of

Foreign Affairs has been ordered by the Governmentto address himself to Her

Britaniic Majesty’s Consul-General with the object of making known to him

that, in the present state of things, the Government is afraid of finding itself

soon in a conflict which may be of great consequence to the countrymen of the

Consul-General ; the Government wishes to prevent this conflict in a manner

which may be most conformable to the interests of the republic, and least preju-

dicial to the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty.
The Consul knows that the country is threatened with an approaching n-

vasion by the Governor of Buenos Ayres; he knows also that this Governor

does not consider the means when he thinks that they are conducive to his ends;

ihat he adopts with the greatest indifference the most anarchical and antisocial

measures, such asthat of provoking the slaves to commit treason upon their

masters, and to obtain liberty by taking refuge in his military camps; lastly, the

Consul knows that this has been done in Buenos Ayres; the Governor of Buenos

Ayres did not publish a decree, but be seduced all the slaves, and his camp of

the Santos Lugares became filled in a very few days with slaves of both sexes.

It is this example that makes the Government prudenily fear that the same

means be employed in the territory of the republic as soon as the Buenos Ayrean

forces shall enter it, and with so much more reason since in the territory of the

republic there is a considerable. number of slaves the greater part of them be-

longing to subjects of different nations. a

The Government is resolved to respect, and to have the private property of

all, and particularly of the foreigners resident in the country, respected ; but it

cannot carry this respect so far as to consent that its enemy should convert it to

its own prejudice; it would be gross ignorance to wait until the enemy should

begin to do in the territory of the republic what it has done in BuenosAyres

and Cordova before it puts itself on its guard, and on this account itis also

resolved to intimate to the owners of slaves that they may take them away from

the territory of the republic to any part that is not the enemy's territory within a

given time, after which the Government will take such measures respecting

slaves as it may consider necessary for its security.

The undersigned. Minister trusts, as also does his Government, that the Con-

sul-General of Her Britannic Majesty will duly appreciate the difficult position

in which the country is, and that he will persuade himself that it has no other

alternative than the one already indicated, nor any other means of conciliating

the respect which it wishes to observe towards property with what its own se-

curity exacts. If it had found any other means of avoiding this conflict which

should be less grievous to private persons and should not compromise its own

existence, it would have adopted it, and it is disposed to adopt it if it should

present itself to it.
_ The Government has wished to prevent in time the complaints and reclama-
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tions which might have been made on adopting the measure, and has ordered
the undersigned to make this known to the Consul beforehand, and in fulfilling
this order he has the honour to offer him his most distinguished consideration.

(Signed) - FRANCISCO ANTONIO VIDAL.

Her Britannic Majesty's Consul-General,
&e. &e. C.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 200.

Mr, Hood to the Montevidean Minister.

Montevideo, February 12, 1841.

THE undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General, has the
honour of acknowledging the receipt of a “ Circular ” which his Excellency the
Minister for Foreign Affairs addressed to him on the 8th instant, relative to
slave property in possession of foreigners, which shall be forwarded for the
information of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government.
The undersigned, in the meanwhile, considers it his duty to say that he does

not fully comprehend what his Excellency intends, because the remedy proposed
of sending slaves out of the country is positively impracticable to any but
Brazilians, and theirs would be liable to capture if met by British cruisers on
the high seas. If, however, it should prove, as it is publicly reported, that the
executive intends, by some legislative enactment, to appropriate this class of
property to the service of the state, it will follow as a natural consequence that

ritish subjects must be indemnified in specie for the full value of their pro-
perty and the injuries they may thereby sustain.
The undersigned, trusting that the Government will not find itself placed in

the situation of danger which it apprehends may justify this measure, salutes
his Excellency with his particular consideration and respect.

 

(Signed) THOMAS SAMUEL HOOD.

His Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs,
&ec. Se. Se.

No. 201.

Mr. Dale to Viscount Palmerston.

Montevideo, Mareh 24, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received June 14.)

A Britis merchant, resident in this city, has applied to me to grant
a certificate of nationality to a negro boy, a native of Mosambique, lately .
arrived from Rio de Janeiro, bringing along with him a document (copy
enclosed), granted by Her Majesty’s Consul in that city, certifying that the boy
had been made free, and that his freedom had been registered in the books of
the Consulate.

Whilst ina state of slavery this boy was the property of a British subject,
who believed that by giving the negro his freedom and having it duly registered
by the British Consul, the individual would, at once, become entitled to’
British protection; and it is upon this ground that I have been applied to for
a certificate of nationality.

Feeling that this case might become a precedent for others of a similar nature,
I did not consider myselfjustified in depending upon my own judgment, and I
asked the advice of Mr. Mandeville, by whom I am directed to give the boy
my protection in case of need, and recommended to apply to your Lordship for
rarther instructions.
Perhaps your Lordship may not think it unnecessary that I should state my
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pelief that there are several British subjects, resident inthis province, possessing
property in slaves, who would feel much disposed to grant them their freedom
upon the condition that the negroes so freed should become entitled to British
protection in the manner sought by the present applicant.

I have, &c,

(Signed) JOHN POWNALL DALE.

The Right Hon, Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
Sec. Se. Se.

 

Enclosure in No. 201.

“1, Rosert Hesxetu, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Rio de Ja-
neiro, do hereby certify that the black boy Gregorio, a native of Mosambique,
has been this day made free, as per declaration, signed in a book in this office,
marked ‘ General Register, 6, page 86.’

“Given under my hand and seal of office, at Rio de Janeiro, this
27th day of February, 1841,

(Signed) “« ROBERT HESKETH,

“ Her Britannic Majesty's Consul.”

 

No. 202.

M. Ellauri to Viscount Palmerston.

Paris, Mayo 6, de 1841.
(Received August 18.)

Cuanpo tuve el honor de recibir, aunque con mucho atraso, la nota de
V. E. de 5 de Septiembre del afio proximo pasado, me hallaba 4 mucha dis-
tancia de esta capital, privado de los antecedentes respectivos, y en imposibi-
lidad hasta el presente de contestarla como es de mi deber.
Mi Gobierno, al encomendarme las diferentes misiones, que debo desem-

pefiar en Europa, me entrego todos los documentos que pudieran serles rela-.
tivos. Entre ellos se encuentran no solamente los nuevos, que tuve el honor
de anuciar 4 V. E. en mi oficio de 29 de Julio ultimo concernientes al
bergantin Uruguayo “ Rio de la Plata,” sino tambien la correspondencia
habida entre V. E. y el Sefior Giré cuando vino. comisionado 4 esa corte. Por
ella se vé con efecto que V. E. rechazé desde entonces toda idea de indemni-
zacion del citado bergantin y su cargamento, pero es necesario advertir al
mismo tiempo que no fué una reclamacion en forma la que el Sefior Giré entablo
sobre este punto, pues que sus instrucciones solo le prevenian que hiciese una
indicacion mas ‘6 menos directa. El la hizo; y no es estraiio que se hubiese
cefiido 4 transmitir al Gobierno de la Republica la respuesta de V. E. En
vista de todo esto no esposibleque tal negocio se considerase de todo punto
concluido, y que mi Gobierno hubiese renunciado al derecho, que no puede
negarsele, de reclamar del de S. M. lo que contenia mi citado oficio de 29 de
Julio, mucho mas apoy4ndose en nuevos documentos. .

Si al dirigirme por primera vez 4 V. E. sobre este punto puse de manifiesto
los embarazos que su estado presentaba para la pronta ratificaciondel Tratado
sobre Abolicion del Trdfico de Esclavos, esto fue mas por esforzar las razones,
en que se apoyaba la pretension,que por confundir dos asuntos, que son entre
si enteramente distintos. Esto lo renonoce mi Gobierno, y no ofrece dificultad
alguna. .
He reputado de mi obligacion anticipar estos esclarecimientos por contesta- —

cion 4 la nota ultima de V.E. mientras llega el caso de entablar en forma, y mas
de cerca la reclamacion competente.
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Aprovecho, milord, esta nueva oportunidad para reiterar 4 V. E. el profundo -
respeto, y distinguida consideracion, con que soy

De V. E.,
Atento y obsecuente servidor,

JOSE ELLAURI,
Enviado Exiraordinario y Ministr oPlenipotenciario

de la Republica Oriental del Uruguay.

Eixmo. Sesior Visconde Lord Palmerston,
&e. §e. Se.

(Translation.) .

Legation of the Oriental Republic of the Uruguay,

My Lorp, Paris, May 6, 1841.

Wuen I had the honour to receive, though after considerable delay, your
Lordship’s note of the 5th of September last, I was at a great distance from this
capital, and without the papers that related to the subject in question, so that I
could not possibly return an answer to it, as was my duty, till this moment.
My Government, on charging me with the different missions I am to execute

in Europe, furnished me with all the documents which could have any reference
to them. Among them afe not only the pew ones I had the honour to announce
to your Lordship in my letter of the 29th of July last, respecting the Uru-
guayan brig “ Rio de la Plata,” but also the correspondence which passed be-
tween your Lordship and Mr. Gird, when he was deputed to the British court.
It appears indeed from the latter that your Lordship repudiated instantly every
idea of indemnity for the said brig and her cargo, but it ought to be mentioned
at the same time that Mr. Gird’s was not a formal reclamation on the subject,
inasmuch as he was desired in his instructions only to make a more or less
direct indication. With this he complied, and it is not to be wondered at that
he confined himself to transmitting your Lordship’s answer to the Government of
the Republic. Accordingly that transaction cannot be considered as entirely con-
cluded, or as if my Government had renounced the right, which cannot be denied
it, of demanding from that of Her Majesty what was set forth in my letter of
the 29th of July; so much the rather, as it will be able to produce fresh
vouchers. .

If, on addressing myself for the first time to your Lordship on this subject, I
pointed out the embarrassments which the situation of my Government presented -
with regard to the speedy ratification of the Treaty for the Abolition of the Slave
Trade, it was done merely with the view of giving force to the reasons on which
the demand rested, rather than for the purpose of confounding two subjects
totally different from each other. This is recognized by my Government, and it
does not offer any difficulties.

I have deemed it my duty not to delay this explanation in answer to your
Lordship’s last note, preparatory to the proper reclamation being presented in
form, and more near to the seat of the British Government. ©

I avail myself, &c.
(Signed). . JOSE ELLAURI,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary

of the Oriental Republic of the Uruguay.

- The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. Se. Se.

 

No. 203.

Viscount Palmerston to M. Ellauri.

Sir, . Foreign Office, August 26, 1841.
I nave had the honour to receive the letter which you addressed to

me on the 6th May last, relative to the claim for compensation in the case of
the slave vessel “ Rio de da Plata,” which you state it is the intention of the
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Montevidean Government again to bring forward, with further papers, in sup-
port thereof.
Having as yet no information as to the nature of the grounds upon which

the payment of compensation in this case will be urged, I can do no more than

assure you that on this, as on all other questions, the representations made by

the Montevidean Government will meet with due attention from Her Majesty’s

Government.
I may, however, take this occasion to express the satisfaction with which

Her Majesty’s Government learn from your note above mentioned, that,

although when you first brought forward the claim in the case of the “ Rio

. dela Plata,” you pointed out the embarrassments experienced by the Monte-

videan Government in procuring the ratification of the Slave Trade Treaty,

you had no intention of confounding these two questions, which you state

that the Montevidean Government acknowledge to be totally distinct from

each other.

 

. Tam, &e, ,

M. Ellauri, . (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&e. §e. .

No. 204.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Dale.

Sir, , Foreign Office, September 21, 1841.

Tur opinion of Her Majesty’s Advocate-General has been asked upon.

the question, put in your Despatch of the 24th March last, whether a negro

made free by a British subject, and having the fact of that freedom registered

in the books of a British Consulate, acquires by those circumstances a right

to British protection.
And I have to state to you that there does not appear to be any modern

law or usage applying to that question; but that by the ancient civil law,

which law is established in the state of Montevideo, a slave when manumitted

acquired the domicile of the person who granted him the act of manumission :

and the Queen’s Advocate is therefore of opinion that the slave who, in the

instance in question, has. been manumitted by a British subject, has thereby

acquired the right of a British protection, until he shall have voluntarily

domiciled himself elsewhere.
lam, &c.

J. P. Dale, Hsq., (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&e. &e. &e. oe .

 

No. 205.

Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston.

Buenos Ayres, July 19, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received October 7.)

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

. Despatch of the 23rd April last, transmitting to me a communication from Her
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, containing a statement that

General F. Rivera, President of the Republic of the Uruguay, has given liberty

to all slaves throughout the Oriental Republic, for the purpose, it appears by
this statement, of increasing the military force for the defence of the country.

In obedience to your Lordship’s directions contained in this Despatch, I
shall not fail to use my best endeavours to prevent the re-establishment of
slavery in the territory of that Republic.

I have, &e.
(Signed) H. MANDEVILLE.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e.- &e.. &e.
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No, 206.

Mr. Dale to Viseount Palmerston.

Montevideo, July 14, 1841,

My Lorn, (Received October 8.)

TI wave had the honour to receive your Lordship’s Despatches of the
15th, 22nd, and 23rd of April, with their various Enclosures.

_ With reference to the communication made to your Lordship. by Her
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, stating that Don Frutus
Rivera, President of Montevideo, had given liberty to all slaves throughout
the Republic of the Uruguay, I believe that it is only necessary for me to
inform your Lordship that a measure of this nature was proposed by the
Government, but that hitherto even a very greatly modified plan of emancipa-
tion has met with so decided an opposition generally, that it has not passed
into a law, nor does it appear at all probable that this measure will be carried
into effect, excepting as a last and desperate effort to raise troopsto resist a
foreign invasion, and the danger must be imminent indeed before even General
Rivera dare venture upon an expedient so very unpopular.
The ends of justice and humanity would be ill attained by a partial manu-

mission of the slaves, and for such a purpose, nor would it by any means
hasten that general abolition of slavery throughout the province which is so
sincerely to be wished.

Believing it to be in accordance with the true spirit of your Lordship’s
instructions, I shall deem it my duty to take the first opportunity to make
known to General Rivera the sentiments of Her Majesty’s Government on this
subject, in the hope that it may produce some influence towards bringing
about the adoption of measures tending to the total abandonment of slavery
throughout the territory of this Republic.

. I have, &e.

(Signed) JOHN POWNALL DALE,
Pro Consul-General.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., -
 . &e. Se. Se.

 

No. 207.

Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston.

Buenos Ayres, August 5, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received October 28.)

T nave had the honour to receive your Lordship’s Despatch of the 11th
May last, acquainting me that Her Majesty’s Government had been led to
suppose that persons appointed by European Governments to reside as
Ministers, or Consuls, or Agents in slave-holding countries are sometimes in
the habit of hiring and of engaging in undertakings in which slave property is
concerned, and your Lordship had in consequence addressed to all British
functionaries in slave-holding countries a circular letter, of which a copy was
transmitted to me in this Despatch. . . . 7
Her Majesty’s Government thinking it also important that the opinion of

the Montevidean Government should be expressed in such a manner as to
afford an additional discouragement tothe Slave Trade, is of opinion that
much good would be effected if the Montevidean Government would address
to its agents in slave-holding countries instructions similar to those contained
in the abovementioned circular Despatch from your Lordship to British func-
tionaries therein residing, and your Lordship directed me to address a note to
the Montevidean Government inviting them to do so. - a

I have in obedience to your Lordship’s directions addressed a note this day
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to.the Montevidean Government on this subject, a copy of which I have the
honour to transmit to your Lordship.

I have, &c.
(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
Se. Se. Se.

 

Enclosure in No. 207.

Mr. Mandeville to M. Vidal.

' Sir, “Buenos Ayres, August 5, 1841.

Ir would appear from information which has reached Her Britannic
Majesty’s Government, that persons appointed by European Governments to
reside as Ministers, or Consuls, or Agents in slave-holding countries, are
sometimes in the habit of hiring and maintaining slaves, and of engaging in
undertakings in which slave property is concerned.

This has called for severe animadversion'on the part of Her Majesty’s
Government on those functionaries who are capable of entering into such
unseemly transactions, and Her Majesty’s Government has in consequence
addressed to all British functionaries in slave-holding countries a circular Des-
patch, deprecating in the strongest manner such and similar proceedings.
And as Her Majesty's Government think it very important that the opinion
of the Montevidean Government should be expressed upon this subject in
such a manner as to afford an additional discouragement to the Slave Trade,
I have received Lord Palmerston’s instructions to invite in the name of Her
Majesty’s Government the liberal and enlightened Government of the Republic
of the Uruguay to address to its agents in slave-holding countries instructions
forbidding in the strongest manner any transaction whatever with slaves by
which the smallest encouragement can be given to the nefarious traffic in
slaves, as it would be unfitting that any officer holding an appointment under
a Government which, like that of Montevideo, has abolished the traffic in slaves
in its territory, should ‘either directly or indirectly hold or be interested in
slave property. :

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE.

His Excellency Don Francisco Antonio Vidal,
Se. Se. | &e.

No. 208.

Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston.

Buenos Ayres, August 10, 1841.
My Lorp, - . (Received October 28.)

Since writing the Despatch which I had the honour to address to
your Lordship on the 19th ultimo, on the subject of a communication from
Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, stating that General
Rivera, President of the Republic of the Uruguay, had given liberty to all
slaves in that republic, I have received a Despatch from Her Majesty’s Act-
ing Consul-General at. Montevideo, a copy of which I have the honour to
enclose, in answer to one in. which I begged of him to acquaint me if any
decree exists in the Banda Oriental by which slavery has been abolished in
that country.

- Mr. Dale informs me, in his letter, that there is no decree by which slavery
has been abolishedin the republic of the Uruguay. A plan had been
brought forward in the month of January last to emancipate slaves in that state,
but ihe measure became so exceedingly unpopular, that for the present it ~
appears to be given up. Mr. Dale, however, acqnaints me, that, in a conver-
sation which he had lately had with General Rivera, his Excellency told him

Crass D.
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that he had by no means abandoned the intention of abolishing slavery —
throughout the republic, and that he hoped to live long enough to carry this in-.
tention into effect, although:some time would elapse before it could be accom-
plished.

I have, &c.

(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. &e. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 208.°

Mr. Dale to Mr, Mandeville.

Sir, Montevideo, August 3, 1841.

I wave had the honour to receive your Despatch of the 28th ultimo,
directing me to acquaint you. if any decree exists by which slavery has been
abolished in the republic of the Uruguay.

In reply I beg leave to inform you that no such decree does exist. It is,
however, true that, in the month of January last, a plan to emancipate the
slaves in this province was proposed. by the Government of Montevideo, but
the measure became so exceedingly unpopular that it appears for the present
to be given up.

In a conversation I, a few days since, had with General Rivera, his Excel-
lency informed me, that he had by no means abandoned the intention of manu-
mitting the slaves and totally abolishing slavery throughout the republic,
and that be hoped to live to carry this intention into effect, though some time.

- must necessarily elapse ere it can be accomplished.
The poverty and sad absence of all proper economy in this Government are

the great obstacles to improvement of any description, and particularly to the
manuumission of the slaves.

I have, &c.
(Signed) JOHN POWNALL DALE.

J. H. Mandeville, Esq. ;
&e. &c. &e.

 

No. 209.

Mr. Dale to Viscount Palmerston.

Montevideo, August 17, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received October 29.)

I ave had the honour to receive your Lordship’s Despatch of May
8th, addressed to Mr. Hood.

I beg leave to state to your Lordship, that, considering the present a most
favourable moment to urge the Government of Montevideo to ratify the Slave
Trade Treaty concluded by Mr. Mandeville in July 1839, I have represented —
to General Rivera that the immediate ratification ofthis Treaty cannot fail to
be highly agreeable and pleasing to Her Majesty’s Government, and that, by
no longer delaying the formal exchange of the Treaty, he will stamp his asser-
tion that it is his wish to abolish slavery altogether in this province, with a
character of sincerity which it cannot possess, so long as an apparent disin-.

clination exists on the part of the Government to put an énd to the traffic in
slaves.
And I now havethe pleasure to inform your Lordship that General Rivera

has this day stated to me, and he requests that I will, by this packet, com-
municate it to Her Majesty’s Government, that he is now taking the necessary
measures for legally ratifying the Treaty, and that he has no doubt it will be
ready for exchange in a very short period of time.
There appears to be some difference of opinion as regards the legal mode of
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ratification, and I believe it will be considered necessary to call together the
Chambers.

Trusting that your Lordship will not disapprove of the steps I have taken
to push forward to a conclusion this long-pending Treaty,

 

Jhave, &c.,

a (Signed) JOHN POWNALL DALE,

The Right Hon. Piseount Palmerston, G.C.B. Pro Consul-General.
Se. Se. Se.

No. 210.

The Earl of Aberdeen toHer Majesty's Consul.

. Foreign Office, October 30, 1841.

Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 10.)

 

No. 211.
Mr. Mandeville to Viscount Palmerston. -

Buenos Ayres, September 10, 1841.
My Lorn, (Received December 6.)

Sincz I have been in communication with the Montevidean Government
regarding Her Majesty’s mediation between it and the Government of Buenos
Ayres, 1 have been constantly urging General Rivera by every means in my
power no longer to defer the ratification of the Slave Trade Treaty concluded
between Great Britain and that country in 1839; and I have now the satisfac-
tion to inform your Lordship, that Mr. Dale, Her Majesty’s Pro-Consul at Mon-
tevideo, in a.letter of the 28th ultimo, an extract of which I have the honour to
enclose, acquaints me that he has received a message from M.Vidal, the Mon-
tevidean Minister for Foreign Affairs, begging him to let me know that it is
determined to call together the Chambers for the purpose of ratifying the Slave
Trade Treaty ; and that on or before the 1st of October he will officially notify
to me that the Montevidean Government is ready to make the exchange.

I have, &c.
(Signed) J. H. MANDEVILLE.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. Se. Se.

 

Enclosure in No. 211.

Extract of a Letterfrom Mr. Dale, dated Montevideo, August 28, 1841.

I wave this instant, whilst writing, received a message from Mr. Vidal,
saying that he requests me to inform you that it is determined to call together
the Chambers for the purpose of ratifying the Slave Trade Treaty, and that on
or before the Ist day of October he will have the pleasure of officially notifying
they are ready to make the exchange.

 

No. 212.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Hood.

Foreign Office, December 27, 1841. |
Circular for ali Laws upon Slave Trade.

(See No. 14.)



140 MONTEVIDEO.

No. 213.

The Earl ofAberdeen to Mr. Mandeville.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 31, 1841.

Wir reference to your Despatch of the 19th of June, 1840, and its
Enclosure, containing an intimation that upon the next meeting of the Legis-
lative Chambers of the Republic of the Uruguay, the Government would recom-
mend to them to ratify the Treaty signed by you on the 13th of July, 1839, for
the suppression of the Slave Trade of the Uruguay, I have to observe, that in
that Despatch you give reason to believe that the Treaty might have been
submitted to those Chambers for ratification in the month of February last.
By a Despatch under date of the 17th of August last, received from Mr.

Dale, acting British Consul at Montevideo, it appears that General Rivera
had recently stated to him that he was taking the necessary steps for the ratifi-
cation of the Treaty, and had no doubt it would shortly be ready for exchange.
And by your Despatch of the 10th of September, I am Jed to hope the same
result.

Tn case, however, that when this Despatch reaches you, the Montevidean
ratification of this Treaty shall not have been completed, you will lose no time
in pressing again upon the Government of the Republic the ratification of this
Treaty; and, on learning that it is completed, you will proceed to exchange the
ratification of Her Majesty against it without loss of time.

Iam, &c.
J. H. Mandeville, Esq, (Signed) ABERDEEN.

&e.. &e.  &e.
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NEW GRANADA.

No. 214.

Mr. Adams to Viscount Palmerston.

Bogota, October 29, 1840.

My Lorp, (Received February 14, 1841.)
ImmepIATELY upon the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch of the 31st

December last, [ renewed my conferences with the Granadian Plenipotentiary,
and explained to him the amended Draft of a Treaty enclosed in that Despatch.

Unfortunately the civil dissensions of the Republic which have brought
actual war to the gates of Bogota, have rendered it utterly impossible for this
Government, engaged in a struggle for existence, to take the proposal of Her
Majesty’s Government into consideration; but I can assure your Lordship that
I shall anxiously avail myself of the first interval of tranquillity to press these
negotiations to a close.

 

' | have, &e.
(Signed) WILLIAM PITT ADAMS.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. . &e. : Se,

No. 215.

Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty's Chargé dAffaires and Consuls.

Foreign Office, April 15, 1841.
Circular sending Treaty with Argentine Confederation.

(See No. 1.)

 

No. 216,.

Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty's Chargé dAffaires and Consuls.

Foreign Office, April 15, 1841.
Circular to Consuls, sending Convention with Hayti.

(See No. 2.)

 

No. 217.

Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires and Consuls.

a . Foreign Office, May 8, 1841.
Circular to Consuls on holding. or being interested in Slave Property.

(See No. 43.)
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No. 218.

The Fari of Aberdeen to Mr. Stewart.

Foreign Office, October 30, 1841,
Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 10.)

 

No. 219.

The Earl of Aberdeen to M. Mosquera.

Foreign Office, November 12, 1841.

Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 11.)

 

No. 220.

M. Mosquera to the EarlofAberdeen.

_ 2, Chandos-street, Cavendish-square,
_ November 16, 1841.

(Received November 17.)

M. MosquErA ha tenido el honor de recibir,y leeré con particular
interes, la copia de documentos relativos al Comercio de Esclavos, que di
érden de Su Majestad se presentaron 4 las dos lamaras del Parlamento en

_ sus ultimas sesiones, y que el Muy Honorable Conde de Aberdeen se ha ser-
vido remitir 4 M. Mosquera en 12 del corriente.

The Right Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.
&e. &e. Se.

 

(Translation.)
November 16, 1841.

_M. Mosquera has had the honour to receive, and will read with parti-
cular interest, the copy of papers relating to the Slave.Trade, which by com-
mand of Her Majesty were presented to the two houses of Parliament in the:
last session, and which the Right Honourable the Earl of Aberdeen transmitted
to M. Mosquera on the 12th instant. OS

 

No. 221.

The Earl of AberdeentoMr. Stewart.

Foreign Office, December 27, 1841.

Circular for all Laws upon Slave Trade.

(See No. 14.)
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No. 222.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Stewart.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 31, 1841.

I sec to refer you to the archives of the mission at Bogota, where you

will find a correspondence on the subject of a negotiation with which Mr. Adams

was charged for a Treaty, a draft of which was sent out to him on the 3lst

of December, 1839, to be concluded between Great Britain and New Granada,

for the suppression of the Slave Trade. ,

Mr. Adams, in his Despatch of the 29th of October, 1840, stated that the

civil war then raging close to the gates of Bogota prevented the Granadian

Government from taking at that moment the Treaty into consideration.
Her Majesty’s Government hope that tranquillity will now have been re-

stored in the State of New Granada; and I have to instruct you to take the

eatliest opportunity of pressing the Granadian Government to conclude the

proposed Treaty as an act which will be peculiarly satisfactory to Her Ma-
jesty’s Government and people.

. Tam, &c.

(Signed) ABERDEEN.

Robert Stewart, Esq. . ;

Se. Se. Se.
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PERU.
 

No. 223.

Mr. Wilson toViscount Palmerston.

My Lorp, Sucre, September 12, 1840.

I wave the honour to transmit herewith copy and translation of a

Decree issued under date of the 15th of July last, by the Government of Peru,

in which it is declared, “ that in order to perpetuate the memory of the Procla-

mation of the Chief of the Republic,” namely, General Gamarra, “four slaves

resident within the province of Lima, to be selected by lot, shall be solemnly

manumitted at the expense of the State.”
Insignificant as is this Decree from the very limited benefit to humanity

thereby conferred, 1 have yet deemed it proper to communicate it to your

Lordship, as emanating from a Government which in the month of December

Jast sanctioned a law, passed in the previous month of November, under its

immediate influence and auspices by the Congress of Huancayo, restoring to a

state of slavery, till the ag of fifty years, above one hundred thousand children

of slaves, born after the 28th of July, 1821, who had by a law, under date of

the 12th of August of that same year, been declared to be free upon the attain-
ment of their twenty-first year.

T have, &c.

(Signed) BELFORD HINTON WILSON.

‘The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

&e. Se. Se.

 

Enclosure in No. 223.

(Translation.)

The citizen Agustin Gamarra, Grand Marshal, Restorer of Peru, well-deserving

of the country in an heroic and eminent degree, condecorated with the

medals of the Liberating Army, of Junin, Ayacucho, and Ancach, with

that of Restorer by the General Congress, Generalissimo of the naval and

land forces, President of the Peruvian Republic, &c., &c., &e.

Considering,—

1. That the Republic has fulfilled its constitutional regimen by the assembly

of the General Congress, and the proclamation of the President according to the

form established by the Charter.
2, That an event of so much importance guarantees internal order, peace,

and the prosperity and progress of the nation.
3. That the meeting of the Congress, and the Proclamation referred to in

the Ist Article, have taken place in virtue of the free and pacific exercise by

the nation of the right of election, according to established forms, thereby con-

firming the hopes of securing permanent order, and the exercise of public liberty

subject to the dominion of the laws.
4. That no demonstration of joy is more philosophical, more suited to a

civilized state constituted under a democratical system, and more in unison

with the spirit of our peculiar laws, than the manumission of some slaves.
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Decree..

Art. 1.—In order to perpetuate the memory of the Proclamation of the

Chief of the Republié, four slaves resident within the province of Lima shall, by

lot, be solemnly manumitted..
Art. 2.—This act of grace shall be enjoyed by such as may be favoured by

the lottery, according to the method established by the lottery office.
Art. 3.—The said drawing of lots shall take place after the formation of a

register of all the slaves of both sexes of the city and valleys, numbering them

according to the order in which they are therein inscribed, and considering each

number to represent the name to which it may correspond in the register.
Art. 4.—The drawing of the lots shall be authorised by the prefect of the

department, sub-prefect of Lima, intendent of police, and Syndic procurators.
Art. 5.—So soon as the operation shall have. been realized, the names of the

slaves, to which the numbers drawnshall correspond, shall be published at the
place of drawing; and a return thereof shall be officially transmitted to the
Treasury, in order that the notary of that office may extend the letter of
freedom, a just valuation being previously made by two intelligent persons ;
one of whomshallbe named by the Treasury, and the other by the respective
owner; and the value of the slaves shall immediately be paid.

Art. 6.—In the beforesaid letter, the cause of the manumission shall be

stated ; and by an express clause it shall be declared, that the State renounces

the right of ownership in favour of the manumitted slaves.
The Minister of State in the despatch of Government is charged with the

‘execution of this Decree. Given in Lima this 15th day of July, 1840.

 

. (Signed) AGUSTIN GAMARRA.

By order of his Excellency, .
(Signed) MANUEL FERREYROS.

No. 224.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Wilson.

. Foreign Office, April 15, 1841.

Circular sending Treaty with the Argentine Confederation.

(See No. 1.)

 

No. 225.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Wilson.

. Foreign Office, April 22, 1841.

Circular sending Convention with Hayti.

(See No. 2.)

 

No. 226.

Viscount Palmerston to H. M.'s Chargé d’ Affaires and Consuls.

. Foreign Office, May 8, 1841.

Circular Instruction as to holding Slave Property.

(See No. 43.)

 

Crass D,
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No. 227.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Wilson.

Foreign Office, May 11, 1841.

Circular as to proposed instructions to Peruvian. functionaries in. slave.

holding countries. ,

(See No. 3.)

 

No, 228.

Mr. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston.

Arequipa, December 31, 1840.

My Lorp, (Received June 3, 1841.)

_In obedience to the directions contained in your Lordship’s Despatch of
the 20th of February last, I have procured the insertion in a public journal of
this capital of the Apostolical letter promulgated on the 3rd of December,
1839, by His Holiness the Pope, on the subject of the Slave Trade; and I
herewith transmit a copy of the 403rd number of the “Comercio,” in which
that letter is inserted.

In consideration of the repeated promises which I, and during my absence in
Bolivia Mr. Sealy, had received from the Under Secretary of State that this
letter should forthwith be published in the official gazette of Peru, I did not

immediately on its receipt procure its publication in any other journal of this

capital, well knowing that its publication in the official gazette would produce

a better moral effect in this country; but after having been put off from day to
day with positive promises, Mr. Melendez, a large slave holder, and President
of the Council of State, accidentally in charge of the Executive power, positively

refused t allow of this letter being. published in the official gazette.

~ J likewise transmit a copy of the 331st number of the ‘“‘ Comercio,” in which
had been published a Spanish translation of His Holiness’s letter, prior to the
receipt. y me of your Lordship’s beforementioned Despatch.
The letter has also been published at Arequipa.

 

I have, &e.
(Signed) BELFORD HINTON WILSON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. Se. — &e.

No. 2.

Mr.Wilson to Piseount Palmersion.

; La Paz de Ayacucho, December 1, 1840.

My Lorp, (Received July 13, 1841.)

. I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt on this day of your

Lordship’s Despatch of the 23rd of April last, transmitting to me three copies

of a Treaty concluded at Caraccas on the 15th of March, 1839, between Her

Majesty and the Republic of Venezuela, for the abolition of the Slave Trade. -

I have, &c.

(Signed) . BELFORD HINTON WILSON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.
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No, 230.

Mr. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston.

Lima, June 2, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received September 21.)

T nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt on this day of your Lord-.
ship’s Despatch, forwarded vid Panama, of the 13th of August of Jast year,
transmitting one copy of two series of papers that have likewise been received,
relating to the Slave Trade, which were presented to the two Houses of Par-
liament during the Session of 1840, by Her Majesty’s command.

I profit by this opportunity also to acknowledge the receipt of your Lord-
ship’s Despatch of the 10th of September last. ;
The negotiations on Slave Trade with Peru cannot be proceeded with until

the meeting of a Congress, for the reasons stated to your Lordship in my Des-
patches of the 6th of June andofthe 18th of July of last year.

 

I have, &c.

(Signed) BELFORD HINTON WILSON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. Se. Se.

No. 231,

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Wilson.

Foreign Office, October 30, 1841.

Circular sending papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 10.)

 

a No. 282.

Mr. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston.

Lima, August 30, 1841.

My Lorp, a (Received December 20.)

I wave the honour of transmitting herewith a copy of a note that I
have addressed to the Peruvian Minister of Foreign Affairs,expressing my
confident belief that his Government will not accede to.the prayer of a me-
morial. presented thereto by Don Francisco Xavier Calvo, in the name and on
behalf of twenty-four persons of consideration in Lima, soliciting an authoriza-
tion to introduce into Peru Slaves from the coast. of Africa.

I have. profited by. the present opportunity to request Mr. Tudela’s atten-
tion to the state of the pending negotiation between Great Britain and Peru
for the suppression of the Slave Trade of this Republic, and to submit to him
the propriety and expediency of signing a Treaty thereupon, sub spe rati,
upon obtaining an authorization to that effect from the Council of State:
following the example set by Mr. Ferreyros, late Minister of Foreign Affairs,
a his recent negotiation and signature ef a Commercial Treaty with the
razils.
Mr. Tadela has stated in reply, a copy and translation of which are here-

with transmitted, that my note has, by order of his. Government, been sub-
mitted to the Council of State, for the opinion of that body on the two points
to. which it relates. .
Mr. Calvo is a native of Lima, but for many years has been established as

a. merchant at the Havana, to which he is on the eve of returning ; so that, had
his pretension to legalize the Traffic in Slaves between Africa and Peru been
acquiesced in, doubtless, under cover of that licence, the Peruvian flag would
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have been resorted to for the equally infamous purpose of covering Slave
Trade expeditions to the Havana.
Don José del Carmen de Triunfo, Consul-General of New Granada, and

Don Ramon Guzman y Quifiones, Consul-General of the Equador, have both
promised me to address notes to this Government, strongly pointing out the
obligatory and binding character on Peru of the 14th Article of the Treaty
between Colombia and Peru, prohibiting the traffic in slaves from Africa, and
declaring such a trade to be a crime of piracy, as respects the citizens and
vessels of the two Republics ; and, finally, to assure this Government of the
deep and increasing interest felt by their own in the faithful observance of this
solemn international engagement by all the signing parties thereto.

I therefore trust that the attempt to revive the Slave Trade of Peru will
finally meet with a signal defeat, notwithstanding theactual political influence
of its powerful supporters.

T have, &c.

(Signed) BELFORD HINTON WILSON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. Sc.

 

First Enclosure in No. 282.

Mr. Wilson to the Peruvian Ministerfor Foreign Affairs.

Lima, August 16, 1841.

AN announcementhas been made in the 658th number ofthe ‘ Comercio,’
a public journal of Lima, that twenty-four persons of consideration (notables)
have executed their power of attorney to a merchant of this capital, to solicit
from the Supreme Government an authorization to introduce into Peru slaves
from the coast of Africa; and that a memorial to that effect has been pre-
sented to the Minister for the Home Department (“ Ministerio de Gobierno”).

Finally, the praiseworthy determination of that periodical is therein an-
nounced nobly to stand forward in the defence of the honour of America, and
of the cause of humanity, by fearlessly combating on their behalf the influence
and power of private interests involved in this question.

Jt would be an offence to Peru to admit even of the possibility of its Govern-
ment lending its sanction, in violation of national and international engage-
ments, to a renewal of a traffic in human flesh; of a piratical war against the
inhabitants of Africa; which, after disgracing and degrading Europe as well
as America for so many years, has at length been formally abandoned by every
country in Christendom.
“For the actual SlaveTraders, in fact, and properly speaking, belong,”—as

justly observed by Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, in a note that he addressed in December, 1839, to the Chargéd’Affaires"
in London of his Majesty the Emperor of Austria,—‘“ to no particular nation,
but are a gang of buccaneers and pirates, consisting of adventurers and
criminals, born in various countries, and who shift their residence from
country to country, and their traffic from flag to flag, as best suits their con-
venience.” :
The honourable part Peru has taken, and has formally expressed her willing-

ness hereafter to take, in effectually procuring the entire suppression of the
Slave Trade of Peru, and of declaring it to be a crime of piracy, is fully shown
in the correspondence that has passed between the Peruvian Minister of
Foreign Affairs and the Undersigned; and more especially so in the note dated_
the 4th of June of last year that the Minister addressed in reply to the notes of
the Undersigned of the 25th of September, 4th of November, 27th of December,
1839, Ist of February, and 6th of May, 1840; in which he transmits, for the
information of Her Majesty’s Government, the report (‘ dictamen”) issued by

~ the Council of State, under date of the Ist of June of last year, and adopted
as its own resolution by the Peruvian Government, respecting its willingness
to conclude with Her Britannic Majesty a Treaty for the entire suppression of
the Slave Trade of Peru, in conformity to the draft submitted to its considera-
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tion by the Undersigned, the moment it shall obtain the constitutional authoriza-

tion of the Congress formally to enter upon its negotiation.

The Undersigned, fully relying upon the good faith with which that declara-

tion has been made, only now refers thereto for the purpose of soliciting Mr.

Tudela’s attention to the present state of the negotiations on Slave Trade

between Great Britain and Peru, in the hope that, with a view of affording

another proof to the civilized world, as well as the Slave Trade adventurers,

of the unalterable determination of his Government to adhere religiously to the

Christian and humane principles that have hitherto actuated the policy of—

Peru upon this vital subject, will, imitating the example set by Mr. Ferreyros

in his recent negotiation and signature of a commercial treaty with the Brazils,

obtain from the Council of State a similar authorization to negotiate and sign

the Treaty, sub spe rati, with Her Britannic Majesty for the suppression of

the Slave Trade of Peru, which the Peruvian Government has already formally

expressed its willingness hereafter to conclude. .

As bearing upon the Slave Trade in connexionwithChristianity, the Under-

signed profits by this opportunity to transmit to the Peruvian Minister of

Foreign Affairs a copy of an Apostolical letter, promulgated on the 3rd_

of December, 1839, by his Holiness the Pope, on the subject of the Slave

Trade.
The Undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to renew to the Peruvian

Minister for Foreign Affairs the assurances of his high respect and distinguished

consideration.

(Signed) BELFORD HINTON WILSON.

The Peruvian Ministerfor Foreign Affairs,
&e. Se. &e.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 232.

The Perwwian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Mr. Wilson.

(Translation.) .

Srr, Lima, August 27, 1841.

Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires’ esteemed note, addressed

to the undersigned Minister of Foreign Affairs, under date of the 16th instant,

with a view that the expedition which several individuals of this city are

desirous of sending to the coast of Africa for the purpose of bringing slaves,

shall not be permitted, and that the negotiation of the Treaty for the abolition—

of this traffic may be acceded to, has been laid before the Government of the

undersigned; and by its order it has been transmitted to the Council of State

for their opinion upon both points.
“The Government of the undersigned trusts that the Council will absolve this

question in satisfactory terms; and theundersigned will have the honour of

- opportunely communicating their decision to Mr. Wilson.

The undersigned renews to Mr. Wilson the assurances of consideration and

esteem with which he remains .

His obsequious Servant, .

(Signed) MANUEL PEREZ DE TUDELA.

 

No. 238.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Wilson.

Foreign Office, December 27, 1841.

Circular asking for all Laws on Slave Trade.

(See No. 14.)
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No. 234.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Wilson.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 31, 1841,

I HAVE received and laid before the Queen your Despatch of the 30th
of August last, respecting an attempt made to revive the Slave Trade in Peru;
and I have the satisfaction to acquaint you that Her Majesty's Government
entirely approves of the representation which you addressed upon this subject
to the Peruvian Minister for Foreign Affairs in your note of the 16th of August
last.

It is to be hoped that the plan for reviving the Slave Trade of Peru will not
receive any encouragement from the Government of that country: but if a
peremptory refusal to entertain it should not have been given by the Peruvian
Government, or if the attempt to introduce the Trade should be repeated, you
will immediately address a further note to the Peruvian Minister, remonstrat-
ing strongly against the proposed measure.
You will point out to the attention of the Peruvian Government the Treaty

concluded on the Sth of June, 1837, between Great Britain and the Peru Boli-
vian Confederation, of which at that period Peru formed a part.
By the 14th Article of that Treaty the Peru Bolivian Confederation bound

‘itself to prohibit all persons inhabiting the territories of the Republic, or subject
to their jurisdiction, from taking any share in the Slave Trade.

You will remind the Peruvian Government that Peru, although separated
from Bolivia, cannot absolve herself from the obligations contracted by her when
united with Bolivia; that while Her Majesty laments that Peru should still demur
to contract the Treaty proposed to her by Great Britain for the more effectual
abolition of the traffic, Her Majesty expects that Peru will at least adhere strictly
‘to the stipulations which that country has absolutely contracted to this end.

You will further draw the attention of the Peruvian Government to the com-
‘mencement of the Article already quoted of the Treaty contracted in 1837, by
which Peru bound herself to co-operate with Her Majesty for the total abolition
of the Slave Trade; and you will finally express the earnest hope of Her
Majesty’s Government that the Peruvian Government will not thus stand almost
single among the civilized Powers of Christendom in declining to conclude a
Treaty for the effectual and final extinction of a traffic proscribed by all.

I am, &c.
Belford H. Wilson, Esq. (Signed) ABERDEEN.

Se. Se. &e.
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TEXAS.
 

No. 235.

Protocol of Conference held at the ForeignOffice, May19, 1841, between the
Plenipotentiaries of Great Britain and of Teas. :

Wueress there was concluded between Her Majesty the Queen of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and {reland, and the Republic of Texas, on the
13th of November, 1840, a Treaty of Commerce and Navigation; and on the
14th of November, 1840, a Convention containing certain arrangements relative
to public debt; and, further, on the 16th of November, 1840, a Treaty for
the suppression of the African Slave Trade ; and it was stipulated that the ratifi-
cations of all these Treaties should be exchanged at London within nine months
from the time when they were respectively signed: _
And whereas unforeseen delays retarded the journey of Mr. Burnley, the

gentleman by whom the original of the last of those three Treaties was for-
warded by the Texian Plenipotentiary in London to his Government; and
whereas the Congress of Texas separated this year earlier than was expected,
and was no longer sitting when Mr. Burnley arrived at Galveston; and where-
as, in consequence of these circumstances, the Texian Senate have: as yet.
advised. and consented to the ratification of only two out of the said three
Treaties, the third not having yet been submitted to their consideration :_
And whereas it was agreed between the British and the Texian Plenipoten-

tiaries, that the ratifications of all the three above-mentioned Treaties should be
exchanged simultaneously :
And whereas the Texian Congress will not: meet again until the month of

October next:
Therefore, the Plenipotentiaries of Great Britain and of Texas, who signed

the three Treaties aforesaid, having now met together, have agreed, and do
hereby agree and declare, that the time for the exchange of the ratifications of
the said Treaties shall be extended to the Ist day of June, 1842.

(Signed) PALMERSTON.
~ J. HAMILTON.

 

No.236.

Protocol of Conference heldat the Foreign Office, December 14, 1841, between
the Plenipotentiaries of Great Britain and of Texas.

Wuerzas by the Protocol ofa Conference held on the 19th of May,
1841, the period originally stipulated for the exchange of the ratifications of
three Treaties between Great Britain and the Republic of Texas, signed re-
spectively on the 13th, 14th, and 16th of November, 1840, was extended to
the Ist of June, 1842: a
And whereas the Texian Plenipotentiary is about to proceed to Texas, and

may not find it possible to return to England as soon as the Ist of June, 1842:
Now, therefore, the Plenipotentiaries of Great Britain and ofTexas having

met together, have agreed, and do hereby agree and declare, that the period
for the exchange of the ratifications of the said Treaties shall be further ex-
tended to the Ist of August, 1842.

(Signed) ABERDEEN.
J. HAMILTON.
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No. 2387,

Mr. Stevenson to Viscount Palmerston.

23, Portland Place, August 26, 1839.

(Received August 27.)

Tue undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
from the United States, has the honour, pursuant to instructions received from
his Government, to communicate to Viscount Palmerston, Her Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the accompanying papers,
detailing the particulars of an outrage committed in April last upon an Ameri-
can ship (the “ Susan” of Boston, Thomson master), near Cape Frio light, by
the commander of, and by a boarding officer from, Her Majesty’s armed brig
“Grecian,” and to invite the early attention of his Lordship to the complaint
therein contained.

In preseating to the notice of Her Majesty’s Government a case so mani-
festly violating the respect due from one friendly nation to the flag of another,
the undersigned has the honour to request that an inquiry may be instituted
into the whole matter, and the allegations against the officers of the “ Gre-
cian” carefully examined, in order, should they turn out to be well founded,
that conduct and language so unwarrantable and disreputable to Her Majesty’s
naval service may meet the reprehension and punishment they merit, and
which they will doubtless receive from Her Majesty’s Government.

The undersigned, &c.

(Signed) A. STEVENSON.

The Right Hon, Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

&e. &e 5S &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 237.

Mr. George Bancroft, Collector of the Port of Boston, to Mr. Forsyth.

(Extract) - Custom House, Boston, July 12, 1839.

Herewirs I return the extract from the log-book of the ship “ Susan”
of Boston, received from your department on the Ist of June. It has been
carefully examined with the original entry in the log-book of the ship, and
found correct in all its parts.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 237.

"Messrs. Austin, Parker, and Brewer to Mr. Forsyth.

Sir, | Boston, May 20, 1839.

WE annex an extract from the log-book of the ship “ Susan,” Captain

Thomson, from Rio de Janeiro, on board of which vessel we came passengers,

and confirm the same as a true statement. Feeling indignant, as citizens of
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the United States, at an outrage to our flag of this nature, we wish that you

should be informed of it, and, for our information, to respectfully ask of you

how far the rights of foreign men-of-war extend to our merchant-vessels.

Whether, upon satisfying the boarding officer we were a merchant-vessel of

the United States, in a legal trade, the captain could not have ordered him

and his force to leave the ship; and, upon refusal, whether the ship could not

have been abandoned to him? Whether he had the right to take the captain

or passengers on board the man-of-war? and, again, whether we were bound.

to wait for orders from a foreign man-of-war to proceed on our course after

satisfying him of the character of our ship? The statement does not in the

least exaggerate the piratical manner in which we were boarded and the inso-

lent conduct of the officer. The fact of one of us knowing the “Grecian,”

and the boarding officer, relieved our minds from the fear we were taken by a

pirate.
(Signed) DANIEL P. AUSTIN.

_ THEODORE D. PARKER.

Mr. Forsyth, — JOS. H. BREWER.
Se. &e. &e.

 

Third Enclosure in No. 237.

Extract from the Log-Book of the ship “ Susan,” of Boston, April 10, 1839;

. Cape Frio light in sight. .

Av 7h. 15 m. p.m. saw a vessel'on the starboard bow steering to the

southward, and when on our quarter she bore up to us and fired a gun, the wad

striking just under our stern. We immediately hove the main topsail to the

mast; and, while lying in that situation [hove-to] for her to come up with us,

she fired a shot, which was seen and heard to hiss through the air within a

very few feet of the ship, and struck abreast of the starboard fore-rigging.

In a few minutes she was alongside, hailed us to know who [we] were;

answered “‘ Susan,’ from Rio de Janeiro.” He was then asked, ‘‘ What brig

is that?” and replied the “ Grecian;” and was then asked, “What do you

mean by firing a shot into us?” .His answer was, “ If you don’t heave-to, Ill

fire into you;” and was replied to, that the ship was, and had been, hove-to

some time. She then sent a boat with an officer and four men, who boarded

us in a piratical manner, they being armed. with cutlasses and muskets; and

the first words the officer said upon reaching the deck were, “ Who is the cap-

tain?” of whom he immediately demanded to know by what right he hailed

Her Majesty’s brig “Grecian” to know why he fired, &c. &c. The captain

replied by repeating the same question, to. which he (the officer) in a very im-

pertinent manner, said he would send Captain Thomson on board the “ Gre-

cian.” Here the passengers interfered, and said, “ No, you don’t, unless you

use force ;” to which he replied, he would use force, and take the passengers

also, who replied, “ Do it, if you dare.”.. He then asked to see the papers, and

was told he could see the register only; and at the same time ordered a man

and a loaded musket on deck from his boat, and took possession of the ship,

saying he would make a signal, and order more force. In the heightof his

impertinence he was requested to perform his duty, and go about his business;

to which he replied, “1 shall take my own time, and sha’nt hurry, and want

none of your cheek ;” that, if he was to dohis duty properly, he should send us

all on board the “ Grecian,” as he had the force, and it was in his. power to do

so; and was again told he had better quickly. do his duty, as we did not. wish

to be detained by him all night. After asking the usual questions, without

looking at the register, he ordered the captain not to fill away until he received

permission from the “ Grecian ;” and then left the ship without offering to put

into execution any of his violent and impertinent threats of taking the captain

and passengers on board the “Grecian.” As soon as the boat reached the brig,

they hailed us with “‘ You can go on,’ filled away, and left us, and we proceeded.

on our course,.

 

Crass D.
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Custom-House, Boston, June 17, 1839.

I vo hereby certify that the foregoing extract from the log-book of the
ship “ Susan,” now in this office, has been carefully examined with the original
entry in said log-book, and found correct in all its parts.

Given under my hand and seal of office the day and year above written.

(L.8.) (Signed GEORGE BANCROFT,
Collector.

 

I

No.238.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson.

Foreign Office, September 9, 1839.

Tne undersigned, &c., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
the note of the 26th ultimo, from Mr. Stevenson, &c., complaining of the con-
duct of the commanding officer and of one of the subordinate officers of Her
Majesty’s brig “ Grecian” towards the American vessel “ Susan,” near Cape
Frio. /
The undersigned has the honour to acquaint Mr. Stevenson that an inquiry

has been instituted into the circumstances complained of, and that he will not
fail to communicate to Mr. Stevenson the result of that inquiry.

The undersigned, &c.

Mr. Stevenson, (Signed) PALMERSTON.
&c. Se. Se.

 

No. 239.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson.

Foreign Office, April 23, 1840.

Tue Undersigned, &c., in his note, dated the 9th of September last,
had the honour to inform Mr. Stevenson, &c., that an inquiry had been insti-
tuted upon the complaint brought forward by Mr. Stevenson in his note,
dated the 26th of August, relative to an alleged outrage committed upon an
American ship, the “Susan,” of Boston, near Cape Frio light, on the 9th of
April, by the Commander of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Grecian,” and a boarding
officer from that vessel. 7
The Undersigned has now the honour to transmit to Mr. Stevenson a copy

of a letter from the Secretary of the Admiralty, enclosing an extract of a letter
from Commander Smyth, of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Grecian,” and a copy of
a letter from Mr. N, B. Pearse, master of that sloop, explaining the circum-
stances attending the detention of the * Susan,” on the occasion to which
Mr. Stévenson’s note refers, . .
The Undersigned trusts that the Government of the United States will see,

from the narrative which these papers contain, that nothing was done by the
officer of the “ Grecian” of which the United States Government can justly
complain; but that, on the contrary, Her Majesty's Government have good
ground for complaining of the rude and offensive behaviour of Mr. Brewer, a
passenger on board the “ Susan,” towards Her Majesty’s officers while em-
ployed in the performance of their duty; and the Undersigned has to observe,
that, from what is stated in these reports, there seems strong reason to sus-
pect that Mr. Brewer was not unconnected with Slave Trade undertakings.

‘The Undersigned, &c.

(Signed): PALMERSTON.
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First Enclosure in No. 239.

Sir John Barrow to Lord Leveson.

My Lorp, ° Admiralty, April 14, 1840.

Wiru reference to your letter of the 7th of September last, I am com-

manded by myLords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to you here-

with, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, an extract of a letter from

Commander Smyth, of HerMajesty’s sloop “Grecian,” dated 10th December,

1839, and a copy of a letter from Mr. M. B. Pearse, master of that sloop, which

accompanied it, relative to the detention of the American ship “Susan,” off

Cape Frio, by the “ Grecian,” on the 9th of April, 1839.
-  T have, &c.

(Signed) JOHN BARROW.

Lord Leveson,
ge. &e. &e.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 239.

Commander Smyth to Commodore Sulivan.

Her Majesty’s sloop “ Grecian,”
(Extract.) December 10, 1839.

In reply to your letter of the 25th of November, 1839, enclosing copies

ofa correspondence relative to the United States barque “Susan,” boarded by
a boat from Her Majesty’s sloop under my command, I have the honour to state
to you, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that
while cruizing off Cape Frio I was standing towards the Cape with a prize, and
at half-past seven p.m., it being quite dark, flashes were reported as being seen
to leeward, which appeared to me to be signals with slave-vessels, as I knew
that several were expected, and among them a bark called the “ Commodore.”

E desired the prize to continue her course for the Cape, and then bore up in
the direction of the lights, and very. soon after discovered a sail, upon which I
hoisted a light and fired a blank gun to bring her to; as far as we (the officers
and myself) could distinguish from the obscurity of the night, the vessel paid
no attention to our signals; I, then, being anxious not to separate from the
prize, ordered a shotted gun to be fired well a-head of the vessel, and shortly
after ran up alongside of, and hailed her in the following manner :—‘ This is

Her Britannic Majesty’s brig ‘Grecian,—what barque is that?” The answer
was—* The ‘ Susan’ from Rio Janeiro. God damn you! what do you mean
by firing a shot across our bows? Il blow you out of the water.”
Not feeling satisfied from the style of the answer what the vessel was, I

hailed to say I should send a boat on board. I therefore ordered the jolly-boat
to be lowered, and sent Mr. Pearse, master, to ascertain what vessel she was

(and the statement of that officer, which accompanies this letter, relative to

what took place on board the “ Susan,” I beg leave to transmit for their Lord-
ships’ information). . oe . 7
On the return of the boarding officer, he related to me, as far as my memory

will allow, precisely the words that are in his statement. I confess I should
_ have detained her and inquired into such unbecoming behaviour, had I not
been pressed to rejoin the prize who had on board 430 souls, who I was
extremely anxious should get into port with the utmost speed: therefore every
moment’s detention to me was of the greatest importance, and I was reluc-
tantly constrained to permit my officer, in fact my ship, to suffer an indignity
without being able from circumstances to examine the case, so as to make an
official report thereon. An additional cause of my anxiety to rejoin the prize
was through fear that she might mistake the light shown by the ‘‘ Susan” for
Cape Frio light, which at that time was not visible.
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Third Enclosure in No. 239.

Mr. Pearse to Commander Smyth.

Her Majesty's sloop “ Grecian,”
Sir, . Buenos. Ayres, December 10, 1839,

In compliance with your orders, I beg leave to state what occurred on
the night of the 9th of April last, while in company with the United States
barque “ Susan.”

Being on board the brig “ Grecian,” cruizing off Cape Frio, engaged in the
suppression of the Slave Trade, and particularly looking out for a slave-barque
that was daily expeeted, viz. the “ Commodore,” at 7h. 30m. p.M., it being very
dark, a light was observed inshore of us, which was visible only at intervals,
but, when visible, was very bright; this was suspected to be a slave-vessel,
making signals to the shore (this being a place where slaves in great quantities.
are landed); we stood after her and fired a blank gun, and, she not heaving-to,
a shot was fired a-head of her. On closing with her she seemed to bea
barque ; she was hailed by you from the forecastle, telling what ship this was,
and asking what she was; the reply was. the ship’s name, and “God damn
you! what do you mean by firing across our bows? Ifyou fire again, Ill
blow you out of the water.” I was then ordered to board her, which I did in
the jolly-boat. Ongoing alongside, I had considerable difficulty in getting on
board, it being very dark, and a considerable sea on. No rope was handed
over the side, or any of the usual assistance given to a boat going alongside of
a vessel. ,

I had considerable difficulty in scrambling up her side; when I got on deck
I called for the captain, but was immediately surrounded by several persons,
who were most clamorous and noisy, particularly one person of the name of

_ Brewer, whose language and general deportment were most insolent and
abusive. I told him I had nothing to say to him, but wished to see the
captain, on which he merely continued to repeat his abuse, and to offer every
interruption to my obtaining any information as to what the vessel was. I
repeated to him several times that I had no business with him, and wished
to say nothing to any one but the captain; but all my efforts to have any
conversation with him, for as yet J had not seen him, were interrupted by the
noisy and turbulent behaviour of the said Mr. Brewer, who was now joined
in his reproaches and abuse by the other persons standing round, and much.
confusion was produced on deck by their violent language and insolent
menaces.

I had not yet seen the captain; and, although I believed Mr. Brewer to be
an American citizen, my mind was by no means free from suspicion of the
vessel being a slaver.

This same Mr. Brewer having declared in a boasting manner some time
previously in Rio Janeiro, that he was the person who had sold the very
slave-vessel that. we were now in chase of, the “ Commodore,” to her-present
owners, under these circumstances, I told them that, if I was interrupted by
them in communicating with the captain, I should make a signal to the brig
for assistance, and, calling one man out of the boat, desired him to bring a
musket and a lantern, to enable me to make the necessary signal.

I had not yet seen the captain, nor had I any proof of the nationality of the
vessel; they were now more silent, and, having at length ascertained who was
‘captain, I asked him to show me his papers. Mr. Brewer then again inter-
fered, desiring the captain to show nothing but the register. I told them I
only wished to satisfy myself that she was an American vessel, I went into
the cabin with the captain, and inspected the register, and entered her name,
&c., in the boarding-book in the usual manner. While so engaged Mr.
Brewer and the other passengers came into the cabin. I asked the captain
why he gave such an answer to a British man-of-war hailing her, when he told
me he had made no such reply, and that which was given had been given by
Mr. Brewer, who was a passenger, but not by him, the captain.

While making the short notation in the boarding-book, Mr. Brewer and the
others insisted on my going away, and not detaining them, to which I replied
that I should take what time was necessary.
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The only time that was lost was by the insolent behaviour of Mr. Brewer

and the others.
Having seen the register, and being satisfied that she was a regular trading-

vessel, I made no further inquiries, but left the vessel, requesting she would

not make sail until I got on board the “ Grecian,” to make the report of her:

I came on board the “ Grecian,” then within hail of the “ Susan,” and, hav-

ing reported her, you immediately hailed her to go on.
‘From the time she first hove-to, until she filled again, did not exceed half

an hour; and the time occupied by me in examining her register, when once

roduced, did not exceed five minutes.
The whole affair occupied as little time as possible, having been ordered to

return immediately, in order to rejoin the “ Ganges’ prize slave-brig, from

which we had parted company, and being anxious about her, lest she should

have been deceived by the lights seen from the “ Susan,” and mistake them

for Cape Frio light, which was not then visible.
And I further state that I am ready, if called upon, to substantiate on oath

the foregoing statement.
I have, &c.

(Signed) N. B. PEARSE,
Master ofHer Majesty's sloop “ Grecian.”

 

No. 240.

Mr. Stevenson to Viseount Palmerston. —

32, Upper Grosvenor Street, May 15, 1840.

Tue Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary

from the United States, has the honour to inform Lord Palmerston, Her Ma-

jesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that he has received

instructions which make it his duty again to invite the attention of Her Ma~

jesty’s Government to the continued excesses which, it appears, are still prac
tised by British naval officers upon the vessels and commerce of the United

States in the African seas, and more particularly to bring to its notice a recent
ageression, of a marked and extraordinary character, committed by the com-
mander of one of Her Majesty’s cruisers upon an American brig on the high

seas, and which, in the opinion of the President of the United States, calls for

the immediate action of Her Majesty’s Government.
To enable Lord Palmerston to judge of the nature and extent of this out-

rage, the Undersigned has the honour of transmitting to his Lordship the

accompanying documents detailing the whole proceeding; amongst which will

be found the original log-book of the American brig,'from the time of her
sailing from the Havana to that of her return to that port, four or five months

atter. co

‘From these papers it appears :—that on the 21st of June, 1839, an American
brig called the “ Mary,” the property of Peter Sabate, of the city of New
Orleans, and under the command of Captain David Tomlinson, (both citizens
ofthe United States,) sailed from the Havana for the Gallinas and Cape Lopez,

- with a valuable cargo of merchandise belonging to the commercial house of

Blanco and Caballo of that city. oe
That this vessel was regularly cleared from the Havana by the Consul of

the United States for ports on the African Coast.
That on the 18th of August, while pursuing her voyage, and within sight

of Cape Mount, and not more than 25 or 30 miles from the port of destination,

a British cruiser called the “Forester,” commanded by William Bond, and

sailing under the British flag, bore down and fired a gun across the bow of

the “ Mary,” for her to heave to.
That the American colours were hoisted on board the brig, and in full view

of the British cruiser.
' That Captain Tomlinson accordingly came to, when his vessel was imme-
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diately boarded by the commandant of the “ Forester,” with a subordinate
officer, and six or eight of the crew.

That upon an examination of the ship’s papers, which were all regular, Captain
Bond expressed himself dissatisfied ; declared that the American Consul at the
Havana, by whom they were signed, had been removed by his Government;
ordered the hatches immediately to be opened; turned up and examined the
whole cargo; broke open and destroyed ten boxes or liquor cases, and finally
seized the said vessel and cargo as lawful prize.

That the vessel was thereupon carried by force into Sierra Leone for
condemnation; but the Prize Court refused to exercise jurisdiction over her,
upon the ground that she was American property, and that the seizure had
been unauthorized and illegal.
That this took place on Saturday the 24th of August, at 3 o'clock p.m., at

which time orders were given to Captain Tomlinson to leave the port by one
o'clock the following day; with a further notification, that if there was any
delay beyond that hour, his vessel would be again seized.
That his papers were then in possession of Captain Bond, as were also five

of his crew, and that she had not besides suitable provisions of wood or water
for going to sea.
That it was not until after three o’clock that possession of the brig was

restored to Captain Tomlinson by the officer, with a part of her papers and four
of her crew. On the following day, however, she was again boarded by another
officer, who brought with him the remainder of the papers, without the fifth
seaman (the steward), who was retained. .
That in consequence of thisnotification, Captain Tomlinson made immediate

preparation to sail, and accordingly put to sea, though so unprovided with
wood and water as to make it extremely hazardous to do so.

That on the 30th of August the brig reached the Gallinas, where she went -
- for .provisions, and on the 23rd of September Captain Tomlinson died, from a
fever which he had taken in consequence of his detention in the deadly climate
of the African Coast.

It further appears, that the “ Mary’ was a clump brig, utterly unsuitable for
the purposes of a slaver, and manifestly intended for the employment in which
she was engaged, of transporting cargoes of ordinary merchandise.
Such is a brief recital of the facts of this case, which will be found, however,

more particularly detailed in the documents which accompany this letter.
They afford proof too manifest and decisive to leave room for doubt or denial,
as to the extent of the outrage, or the reparation which it calls for.
Not content with having boarded and searched (acts in themselves of insult

and violence), the commandant of the British cruiser had the temerity actually
to capture and send into a foreign port for condemnation in time of peace, as
lawful prize, the vessel of a friendly nation engaged in lawful commerce upon
the high seas, and under the protection and jurisdiction of its own flag ; and
that, too, in the absence of that degree of suspicion which, under the provisions
of existing Treaties between Great Britain and other nations in relation to the
Slave Trade, would alone justify a mutual right of search and capture of their
respective vessels. ,

Indeedthe whole proceeding on the part of Captain Bond would seem to
want nothing to give it the character of a most flagrant and daring outrage,
and very little,ifanything, to sink it into an act of open and direct piracy.

Such is the view of the case which the Undersigned has been instructed to
present to the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government, and in preferring a
claim for suitable indemnity to the owners of the “ Mary,” he has been fur-
ther directed to ask for the exemplary punishment of the commander of the
“ Forester,” and those concerned in so wanton and unjustifiable an outrage.

In performing this duty, the Undersigned will forbear to enlarge upon the
subject. After the former notes which he has had the honour of addressing
to Lord Palmerston, and in which he took occasion to express very fully the
views of his Government in relation to these violations of its flag, and the
vexatious interruptions to which the commerce and navigation of the United
States are subjected by Her Majesty’s cruisers on the Coast of Africa, it cannot
be necessary to do more than to place Her Majesty’s Government in posses-
sion of the facts, and invite its early adoption of such measures as will have
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the effect of guarding for the future against such unwarrantable excesses on
the part of its naval officers.
Lord Palmerston will not fail to see how unpleasant and painful it must. be

to the President to have complaints of this character so often pressed upon the
attention of Her Majesty’s Government, and the necessity and importance of
preventing their repetition. Indeed, it would indicate a want of confidence in
a Government which so well understands its own rights, and what is due to it
from other nations, not to infer that a case of such gross indignity and insult,
one so inconsistent with all international courtesy, and ill-suited to the friendly
relations of two such countries, would be promptly redressed and signally
punished.
The Undersigned takes occasion to renew to Lord Palmerston assurances of

his distinguished consideration.
. . (Signed) A. STEVENSON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
Sea Seo &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 240.

Mr. Trist to the Honourable J. Forsyth.

Consulate of the United States ofAmerica,
Sir, - Havana, February 29, 1840. .

Tue recent arrival from the coast of Africa of the brig “ Douglas” of
Duxbury, Alvin Baker master, has reminded me of some documents which I had
prepared so far back as November last, for the purpose of transmitting them, as
would long since have been done, had they not, though repeatedly thought of,
yet been as often driven from mind by the numerous objects claiming my atten-
tion. The delay originated in my wish that they should be accompanied by the
statement of John Hutton, mate of the brig “ Mary,” a veryintelligent, -and, so

_ far as I could judge, truth-telling young mariner. For the purpose of reducing
to writing a number of particulars mentioned by him in conversation, I repeatedly
appointed a time for him to come to my office; but he always found me engaged
in a manner that rendered a postponement unavoidable, and finally he left with-
out its having been possible for me to carry that design into effect.
Of the documents now transmitted, one (Enclosure No. 1) is a literal copy of a

declaration and. protest, made by David Tomlinson, master of the brig ‘“Mary,”
of New Orleans, against the commander of Her Britannic Majesty’s brig “ Fo-
rester,” by whom, as will be perceived, he was captured and taken to Sierra Leone,
his detention in the deadly climate of the coast of Africa being thereby sufficiently
prolonged (particularly when connected with the vexation and anxiety of mind
consequent thereon) to turn the scale against his escape with life from the risk
encountered by all white men who venture into it. This protest, as will be seen,
is signed by the mate, the second mate, and three of the crew. I personally ex-
amined the mate, John Hutton, and two of the crew, John Boaln and John
Irvine, and the result was that the statements contained in the protest were corro-
borated as fully as they possibly could be by their testimony. . =.
A second (Enclosure No. 2) is the log-book -of the “ Mary,” kept by the

aforesaid John Hutton, from her leaving this port on the 21st of June, to her
return on the 12th of November, 1839. Inthis will be found some of the details
obtained orally from the mate and seamen, and which serve to complete the out-
line begun in the captain’s protest. On the 18th of August, when in sight of
Cape Mount, which is within 25 or 30 miles of the Gallmas, where her cargo
was to be delivered, the “ Mary” was captured by the “ Forester.” Taken to
Sierra Leone, the Prize Court, on the ground that she was an American vessel,
refused to exercise jurisdiction over her. Of this they were informed at 3 P.m.,
on Saturday, the 24th of August, at which time they received orders to leave port
by 1 p.m. on the day following, with a notice that if they delayed beyond that
time they would be seized. The “ Mary’s” papers were yet in possession of the
commander of the “ Forester,” as were also five of her crew, and she had not a
proper provision of either wood or water for putting to sea. At half-past three,
possession of the “ Mary” was restored to Captain Tomlinson, by an officer who
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visited her, bringing with him a portion of her papers and four of her crew. At
10 a.m., on the following day, an officer came on board with the remainder of the
vessel’s papers, but without the fifth man (the steward) belonging to her ; where-
upon, in consequence of the notification from the Court, they weighed anchor, and
made all possible speed out of the harbour, putting to sea in so unprovided a state,
with regard to both wood and water, as no vessel should venture out in. On the
30th of August they reached Gallinas, where Captain Tomlinson wrote and they
signed the protest; he being then on shore with the fever, of which he subse-
quently (the 28rd of September) died on the return voyage.

Another American ship-master, who was detained at Sierra Leone, contrived
to make his escape from thence in the “ Mary.” He also died on the passage,
Among the particulars stated by the mate (in presence of the men, who like-

wise affirmed it) was one which bore the stamp of truth upon its face in a manner
unsuspected probably by the narrator, who can scarcely be supposed to have been
aware that among the articles of “‘ equipment” which, under the Treaty stipula-
tions between Great Britain and Spain, are sufficient to condemn a Spanish vessel,
handcuffs are comprised. The occurrence as related by him was as follows :—
* One of their men (of the prize crew) came aft with a pair of irons which he had
found in the bows, such as our vessels always carry in case a man proves unruly;
we had no oceasion to use them, Sir, but it’s as well not to be unprovided. He
flung them on deck. ‘There,’ says he, ‘there! that’s enough to condemn ye, and
make ye our lawful prize.” Summary extension, this, to vessels under the flag
of the non-consenting, refractory American Government, of a provision which
exists as to Spanish vessels, in consequence solely of the free consent and agree-
ment of the Spanish monarch! The incident, however, is in perfect keeping with |
all that we here learn of the body of doctrine whereby the deportment of these
African station cruisers is governed towards vessels under the American flag;
whether rightfully or fraudulently; whether pursuing an employment for which |
even American cruisers would have no right to interfere with them, or one which
to an American cruiser (but to an American cruiser only) would afford just
ground for capture. From all accounts, officers and men seem to be full of the
notion that the rules which they have obtained Spanish leave to enforce upon
Spanish vessels, apply to American vessels all the same; that if one cannot carry
a cooking apparatus or a water-cask beyond a certain size, neither can the other;
and that the same right rests in them to search either, and turn the cargo upside
down in quest of prohibited articles. -

A. circumstance which added greatly to the weight of the testimony given by
these men was, that they spoke without asperity of their captors. The prize-
master, M‘Pherson, they informed me (upon being closely questioned with a view
to discover their frame of mind), did drink, but not to excess,—he did not get
drunk, as did the rest of the prize crew, and he treated them well. “He was
doing his duty, Sir; he could not help it.”

Before quitting the subject of the “Mary,” I will add that (although the viola-
tion of principle, in regard to the right of search, would be the same, had she
been the sharpest of clippers, with her hold full of slaves) the treatment expe-
rienced by her is the more inexcusable from her being a clump brig, utterly un-
suitable for a slaver, and manifestly fit for nothing but the employment in which
she was engaged,—the carrying of cargo; and that, too, a cargo which very pos-
sibly might have been made up entirely (excepting only the aguardiente and the
tobacco) of merchandise brought to this place from England, which all concur in
saying is exported all the year round direct from England to Africa, and supplies
of which are constantly furnished to the slave factories from Sierra Leone itself,
the very seat of that Prize Court before which the “Mary” was dragged when
within sight of her port of destination. So manifestly did this clump, dull, mer-
chant. character belong to the vessel, that I deem it in the highest degree pro-
bable that she was so set down even in the reports of those agents of the British
Government here who swell their lists of “ American slavers” by embracing in
them every vessel under our flag that clears for Africa; although it may be,ever
so notorious that she is employed solely to deliver a cargo there, which an Eng-
lish vessel may carry from Liverpool, but which a poor Spaniard dare not be.
freighted with. Those reports not unfrequently, I believe, describe the appear-
ance of the vessels. |

Enclosure No. 3 is a letter addressed to me, at my request for a written state-
ment, by Captain William A, Hickling, who, it will be seen, refers to the Ho-
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nourable W. Prescott, and Professor John W. Webster, of Cambridge. On

meeting him last evening, he told me that he had taken, or was about to take,

a cargo for the coast of Africa, and wished to be informed whether the Ame-
rican flag could count upon protection there now, and an American ship-master
upon having his vessel overhauled by his own countrymen, who had a right to

examine him, instead of having to submit to insult from foreigners who had
none.
The arrival of Captain Baker, which has proved the cause of this communi-

cation being made now, has disclosed another of these cases, if not of consum-
mated, at least of more than half, murder, upon an American citizen engaged
in as perfectly lawful a calling as if he had gone with a cargo of sugars to the
Baltic. . .
A few months ago he left here, as hale a looking young mariner as one

would wish to set eyes on, and the other day (he, too, having come under

British guardianship, and having, consequently, his detention in that deadly
atmosphere prolonged sufficiently to determine the point against him) his
skeleton came limping into my office, with the help of a crutch, to tell me
that he was “ getting better,” but had been very sick, and in that state had
had to navigate all the way from Curacoa, with but one man before the mast
fit for duty.

I am, &e.

The Hon. J. Forsyth, (Signed) N. P. TRIST.
&e. &e.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 240.

~ Havana Consulate.

Tuts is to certify that I, David Tomlinson, captain of the American
brigantine “‘ Mary,” of New Orleans, formerly of Philadelphia, do claim damages
of Her BritannicMajesty’s brigantine of war “ Forester,” commanded by William
Bond, in behalf of the owner of said brigantine “ Mary,” of New Orleans, say
500dollarsper day, from 12 o’clock the 18th of August, to the 29th of the same
month at 12 o’clock, which time I was in as good position to make the Gallinas
as when taken prisoner by the said “ Forester.”

1. I, David Tomlinson, having taken command of the above-named brigantine
of New Orleans, the property of Mr. Peter Sabate, lying in Havana, took a
freight from the house of Blanco and Caballo, merchants in Havana, to proceed

to the Gallinas, from thence to Cape Lopez, for the sum of 3800 dollars..
2. Took on board a general cargo for the above-named port or ports of the

coast of Africa, and cleared the said brigantine at the United States’ Consul’s
office in Havana, to proceed to the Gallinas. . Lo me

3. Left Havana on the 21st of June, 1839, say 1839, and pursued my course
for the said Gallinas, and on the 18th of August, in 1839, say 1839, I sighted
Cape Mount, which is 25 or 30 miles from the above-named port; and while
doubling the above-named cape, the said “ Forester” bore down on the brigan-
tine “ Mary,” and fired a cannon for me to heave to. I discovered she hoisted
the English flag, so I brought the brig to; she then lowered a boat, and the
commander and an under. officer, with six oreight seamen, and demanded my
papers, which I put in his hands ; he commenced with the bill of sale and copy
of the vessel’s register, stating that he did not recognize that signature as from
the Consulate of America in Havana, as he well knew the man had. been removed
from office. I-told him if he took anysteps with the vessel contrary to law, I
should reclaim damages, as she was despatched at the American Consul’s office
in Havana, and that [ hoisted the American flag in answer to his. [I also showed
him my bills of lading, with the ship’s papers, but he was not satisfied with seeing
them. But he sent his under officer to tear up the hatches, and he went below.
and turned my cargo’ upside down, broke or damaged ten boxes or liquor cases,
which fell in my hands, at nine dollars each, stating at the same time that I need
not give myself any uneasiness about the cargo, that it and the vessel were his, and.
I was his prisoner, and that he would put my passengers on the beach, and send
me and my men to prison at Sierra Leone,Istill telling him to beware of his pro-

ceedings, that America did aot allow her flag to be treated in that manner; he
Lass D).



162 _ UNITED STATES.

said he did not respect me, my flag, nor my papers, that I was his prisoner, and
the vessel his;to be quiet, and I would meet a better end; he then left on board
Mr. M‘Pherson and six men, all armed; about five o’clock he sent a boat with an
order for me to be brought on board; I declined, stating that I was captain of the
vessel and responsible for the cargo, but I was told it was no use, go I must, so
they took me on board the “ Forester ;” he the commander took me below and

tried his best endeavours to induce me to say the vessel was Spanish property, by
offering me bribes of various kinds, and at last he told me if 1 would say she was
Spanish, I should put what she and her cargo would bring with all the passengers’
money* in my pocket. I answered him, that the vessel was American property,

_and that all England could not induce me to not protect it as such; he then ‘said
he would hang me; I told him I did not fear his threats; that in hanging me he
left my country to revenge my death, and death was preferable to me to dishonour;
he then found he could neither bribe nor frighten me, so he sent me on board the
“ Mary” again quite late in the evening, when I found the cargo broached, and
all his men and some of mine ina state of intoxication, knocking and tearing
about the vessel with their cutlasses like so many pirates; I went on deck to order
my men below, but I was told by thoseplaced on board that I had no business on
deck, and that I must go below, for I was a prisoner, and that the vessel belonged
to them and their commander; the next morning we were at sea, out of sight of
land, the said ‘ Forester” in company with us; he sent a boat alongside,
demanding my passengers, but they did not wish to go,statingthat they did not
like to move their trunks and baggage until they knew where they were to go,
but they were told to obey orders by the officer on board; so I wrote anote:to the
commander, requesting his permission to allow them to return on board the “ Mary,”
so he asked them which they preferred; they answered the “ Mary,” so he re-
turned them with a demand for my men, excepting my first mate, who went on
board; he then took them one by one to make them say the vessel was Spanish—
property, stating to them that the vessel would go to Sierra Leone, her cargo be —
sold for his benefit, and I be thrown in prison, and would lose their wages if they
did not declare she was Spanish property; but if they did they should have their
pay: but the first told him he could not be frightened to take a false oath, and he
was sent forward and put on two-thirds allowance, and the second the same; he
then took the cook in hand, and he through malice stated that he knew her to be
Spanish ‘property, he having told the.men often that he would do me some damage
if he could get an opportunity, because I made him clean the cook-house ; so the
commander sent himbelow, ordering the steward to give him wine, and plenty to —
eat; he then took another one, a boy of Irish parents, and told him he should do
this, that, and the other with him, for he shipped as an American, and was Irish,
but the boy told him he was born in America, and did not fear him nor his threats ;
that he could not take a false oath, so he was sent forward with the other two; he
then took an Englishman who it seems had told his story to those on board the
“ Mary” when in a state of intoxication the night before, for I never knew he
was an Englishman before.

(Signed). Mate JOHN HUTTON..
Qnd Mate. JOHN THOMPSON.
Seaman, JOHN BOALN.

his
Ditio, JOHN pe ALLAN.

mark.
Ditto. JOHN IRVINE.

 

Third Enclosure in No, 240..

Extractsfrom a Letterfrom William A. Hickling to N. P. Trist, Consul of
the United States atHavana, dated “ Huvana, November 16, 1839.” En-
dorsed “ Havana Consulate, No, 117. Enelosure No. 3.—Received
November 18,1839,”

AGREEABLE to your request, I appear before, you with a written state-
ment of the manner in which I was treated by the British cruisers while on my
 

* See Log-Book (Enclosure No. 2), August 21, 1839.
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late voyage to the western coast of Africa. I commanded a schooner named

the “‘ Octavia,” of New Orleans, which was chartered by a house of this city

(last March), for the sum of 4000 dollars, to carry a cargo consisting of sundry
articles, such as rum, tobacco, and dry goods, to be delivered at Accra and Little

Popo, places on the western coast of Africa. I was properly cleared by you,
Sir, with the papers of my vessel, all correct, and my officers and crew Ameri-
cans. I had on board four Spanish gentlemenas passengers.. When [ arrived
in the latitude of about 5° north, and between the longitudes of about 15° and

20° west, I fell in with a British brig of war named the Acorn, which bore down
on me withapress of canvas, the wind light at the time, and when within a

distance of about two miles of me he lowered away his boat, well manned, and
made. for me; when pretty close he fired a bow swivel, which sent a ball
through my flying jib, and. then being pretty close, bid. me heave to, the

schooner at the time not going through the water more than a knot per hour.
In a minute after he was alongside, when a lieutenant and some six or eight

men with drawn sabres and pistols pounced on my deck and took command. I
underwent a scrutinizing examination, all my papers investigated, my afterhatch
opened and searched, my mainhatch being barred and battened down at the
time to protect the cargo ; the officer said that he could make aprize of me if
he liked; found fault with the size of my spars, which by the bye were rather
small, that my water casks were over large, &c. ; he then demanded to see and

examine the trunks of my passengers, and to search my cabin; but this I
resisted, and told him that he could only effect this by force of arms, and that

I should consider it an- atrocious and unwarranted piratical act, and should

immediately protest against him, proceed to the United States, and seek redress
of my Government. ‘This argument had its due weight; for he desisted from
any attempt; and after a decent lecturing which I gave him, and which he did
not much relish, he took his departure. 1 had his company all the next day,
and the following night we parted. My next adventure was at Popo. I had
the honour of a visit from the commander and his first lieutenant of the British
cruiser named the “ Termagant,” at the time I was lying ona bed of sickness on
shore; my mate officiated. He informed me by letter of the visit, that much fault
was found with my vessel, that she looked very suspicious, examined my papers
and my hold, said that he could take me, but that the vessel was not of sufficient

value. A British merchant brig was lying at the time in the roadstead, taking in
palm oil, on board of which he placed a boat, well manned, to watch my motions.
When I in part recovered from my illness,I took in sand ballast, and proceeded

to the Havana. In consequenceofmany calms and light head-winds, I found

myself getting short of provisions, which obliged me to beat to windward, and
endeavour to get to some of the Cape de Verd Islands, and when in the latitude of

about 43° north, and longitude of 12° west, I fell in with a schooner, which proved -
to he a British cruiser—name I do not recollect—bound for Sierra Leone.

He bore down to me, bid me shorten sail and heave to, or he should fire into
me; when a lieutenant and a number of seamen, all armed, boarded me, and

took command, at the time I was lying very sick in my cabin; he investigated
my papers, and searched my hold, said he was sorry that he bad not fallen in

with me before, that my cargo he knew must have been Spanish property, and
that I was aiding and abetting slavery. He was pretty insolent for my re-

questing him to sparea little bread. He said he could not supply me, he then

being near his port. My papers being entirely correct, and crew answering to
the crew list, he let me pass. ~ .

Is there any law,I ask, Sir, specifying the sized casks we are to carry, the

number, or the shape, size, or rig of our shipping? Is there any law pro-
hibiting us to carry out Spanish property, or. the property of any other nation
to any quarter of the world, not excepting Africa? We are a nation of mer-

chants, and as long as we can find a good sale for our shipping, or obtain a good
freight, are we to be preventedperforming our contracts by a foreign power? If

there is any doubt of the legality of our transactions, why not station our own
men of war, whose duty should be to investigate vessels found sailing under our

flag? Are we not an independent nation? and our right to cruise the ocean
acknowledged by all nations? When it is actually known that a greater part of
the slaves carried into Sierra Leone find their way to Gallinas, and then sold and

re-shipped, a proof of which is this, that slaves have been taken and re-taken no

less than five different times; besides this proof, most of the goods shipped to the
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African market generally, and in particular to the British colonies, are sent there to
sell to slave dealers, or as orders from slave merchants; it is well known that the
very individuals.who compose the Court at Sierra Leone import immense quantities
of British manufactured goods to supply the market ofGallinas. There is no
denying it. I could mention some of the blackest transactions committed on in-
dividuals whose persons have been stripped, money found and purloined. Even in
theWest Indies we are examined, and in a number of cases insulted, by those over-
bearing men-of-war. I knowa certain master, who is now here, who lost 500
dollars on the sale of his cargo, by being detained some hours by the British
brig-of-war named the “ Snake,” who kept the vessel so long hove to, that. the
current swept her to leeward of her port, and it was two days ere she could
regain her original position, which was just off the Moro Castle; had he not
been fired at repeatedly, and in danger of being hulled, he would nothave
brought to at the time; this detention, however, was the means of frustrating
his market; this brig is called the “ Redecea,” and has anything but the appear-
ance of suspicion. { hope some prompt measures will be speedily resorted to by
our Government. When our flag is trampled on, as has been the case on the
African coast, when our papers and our consular certificates have not been
considered legal, and not a sufficient guarantee for the protection of our vessels
and property, ‘lis time some measures should be adopted to enforce that respect
due to our nation.
 

Fourth Enclosure in No. 240.

Original log-book returned to Mr. Stevenson.

 

|

No. 241.

Mr. Stevenson to FV iscount Palmerston.

32, Upper Grosvenor-street, August 14, 1840.
(Received August 15.)

Tue Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
from the United States, has the honour to acquaint Lord Palmerston, Her
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Aflairs, that, having lost no
time in transmitting to his Government the note of his Lordship, under date
of the 23rd of April last, in reply to that of the Undersigned of the 26th of
August preceding, complaining of the outrage committed by the officers of the
British schooner “Grecian” upon the barque “ Susan” of Boston, he has
been specially instructed to make the following communication in answer to
Lord Palmerston’s note. The President has read with feelings of surprise
and regret the answer returned by Her Majesty’s Government to the com-
plaint preferred on the part of the United States in the affair of the barque
“ Susan.” That answer cannot be considered as otherwise than unsatisfactory.
The conduct of the British officers is attempted to be justified on their bare
and unsupported statements, totally at variance with, and in entire disregard
of, the facts registered with every formality usual on such occasions in the
log-book of the “Susan,” supported as they are by the asseverationsof per-
sons of respectability, then passengers on board the vessel. In justice to the
rights of their citizens, and in pursuance of the principles which the United
States have assumed, such an occurrence as that under consideration cannot
be allowed to pass over in the manner in which it has been treated by Her
Majesty’s Government. It would be foreign to the purposes of this commu-
nication to raise questions of law out of the occurrence which gave rise to ©
the complaint of the United States. The circumstances under which the right
boarding and visiting vessels at sea is usually enforced are defined with suffi-
cient clearness, and even where the right is admitted, usage among civilized
nations has prescribed with equal precision the manner in which it is to be
exercised. The motive of this communication is, that the British Govern-
ment should be clearly made sensible that the United States cannot, in justice
to their own citizens, permit the recurrence of such causes of complaint.
If, in the treaties concluded between Great Britain and other Powers, the latter
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have thought fit, for the attainment of a particular object, to surrender to
British cruisers certain rights and authority not recognised by maritime law,
the officers charged with the execution of those treaties must bear in mind
that their operation cannot give a right to interfere in any manner with the
flag of nations not parties to them. The United States not being such a
party, vessels legally sailing under their flag can in no case be called upon to-
submit to the operation of said Treaties; and it behoves their Government to
protect and sustain its citizens in every justifiable effort to resist all attempts
to subject them to the rules therein established, or to any consequent deductions
therefrom. The United States cannot look with indifference upon the laudable
exertions made by Great Britain and her allies in the suppression of the Slave
Trade towards the attainment of the great object in view; and so long as those
efforts are confined within their proper sphere, they will command applause and
good wishes from the people and Government of the United States. But they
must be considered as exceeding their appropriate limits whenever they shall
lead to such acts as those which form the subject of this communication. The .
President has been advised that on frequent occasions the flag of the United
States, as well as those of other nations, has been fraudulently used by the
subjects of other countries to cover illicit commerce, and elude the pursuit
of British and other cruisers employed in the suppression of the African
Slave Trade; and that a pretext has thereby been afforded for boarding,
visiting, and interrupting vessels bearing the American flag. The several
complaints to which the subject has given rise should convince Her
Majesty's Government of the great abuse to which the practice is lia-
ble, and make it sensible of the propriety of its immediate discontinuance.
It is a matter of regret that this practice has not already been abandoned. -
The President, on learning the abuses which had grown out of it, and with a
view to do away every cause for its longer continuance, having now directed the
establishment of a competent naval force to cruize along those parts of the
African coast which American vessels are in the habit of visiting in the pursuit
of their lawful commerce, and since it is alleged that the Slave Trade has been
carried on under an illegal use of the flag of the United States, has a right to
expect, that positive instructions will be given to all Her Majesty’s officers to
forbear from boarding or visiting vessels under the American flag. This expect-
ation is now distinetly signified to Her Majesty’s Government, in the belief
that it will see the propriety of confining the action of its agents to the vessels
of nations with whom Her Majesty's Government has formed stipulations
authorizing a departure from the rules prescribed by the public law, and thereby
prevent the recurrence of circumstances inevitably productive of causes of
irritation, and deeply endangering the good understanding now existing be-
tween the two nations, and which it isso much the interest of both to main-
tain unimpaired. !

The Undersigned, &c. |
(Signed) A. STEVENSON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

 

&e. &e. &e.

No. 242.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox.

Sir, | Foreign Office, January 20, 1841.

Wrrs reference to my Despatch to you of the 12th of June, 1840, en-
closing an extract from a Despatch from Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at
Rio de Janeiro, stating that the United States vessel the “ Pilgrim” had taken

"Slave Trade equipments on board for Africa, I herewith transmit to you an
extract of a further Despatch from Mr. Ouseley, containing particulars of the
manner in which the “ Pilgrim,” and other American vessels, are accustomed to
carry on the Slave Trade.

. Lo a Iam, &c.
H.s Fox, Esq, (Signed) PALMERSTON.

Cc. &c. .
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Enclosure in No. 242.

Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston.

Rio de Janeiro, October 16, 1840.

(See Class B, No. 397, p. 599.)

 

No. 248.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox.

Sir, Foreign Office, February 3, 1841.

I HEREWITH transmit to you copy of a Despatch from Her Majesty’s
Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, respecting the trial of the Portuguese slave
vessel “ Congresso” at the Cape of Good Hope.
From these papers it appears that Mr. Chase, the United States Consul at the

Cape of Good Hope, accepted and acted upon instructions from Rio de Janeiro
to defend the cause of the owners of the “ Congresso.”
You will embody, in a note to the United States Government, the substance

of the enclosed papers, so far as they relate to the conduct of Mr. Chase; and
you will express in that note the hope of Her Majesty’s Government that the
Governmentof the United States will interfere to prevent any of its agents from
pursuing in future a similar course.

Iam, &e.
H.S. Fox, Esgq., (Signed) PALMERSTON.

Se. &e. .
 

Enclosures in No. 248.

Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston.

Rio de Janeiro, November 25, 1840.

(See Class B, No. 407.) |

 I

No. 244.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox.

Sir, Foreign Office, February 9, 1841.

I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, copies of letters which
have been received at this office from Her Majesty’s Consul at Boston and from
the Admiralty, stating that the American brig “ Tigris” has been detained by
Her Majesty's brig ““ Waterwitch,” on the ground of having a negro slave on
board, and has been delivered up to the United States’ authorities at Salem,
Massachusetts.

I also transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of an instruction which,
under my directions, has been addressed to Her Majesty’s Consul at Boston
upon this case, and a copy of a letter which, also under my directions, has been
addressed to the Secretary of the Admiralty upon the subject of American ves-
sels engaged in Slave Trade.

Iam, &c.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.

HS. Fox, Esq.,
Se. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 244.

Mr. Grattan to Viscount Palmerston.

. Boston, December 31, 1840.

(See No. 291.)
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Second Enclosure in No. 244.

Sir John Barrow to Lord Leveson.

Admiralty, January 29, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received January 30.)

Wiru reference to your letter of the 27th instant, and its enclosure, on

the subject of the American brig “ Tigris,” captured by Her Majesty’s brig
“ Waterwitch,” for having a negro slave on board, and sent to the port of Salem,

Tam commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you
herewith, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, a copy of a letter from

Mr. H. S. Jackson, mate who had charge of this vessel, dated the 2nd instant,

which contains all the information in this office respecting the transaction in
question.

Iam, &c.
(Signed) JOHN BARROW.

Lord Leveson, .

&e. §e.
 

Third Enclosure in No. 244.

Mr. Jackson to Sir John Barrow.

Sir, Boston, January 2, 1841.

_I wave the honour to report the arrival of the brig “ Tigris,” detained
by Her Majesty’s brig «* Waterwitch,” for slave-trading on the coast of Africa,
in the port of Salem, Massachusetts, where she is in possession of the United
States’ authorities, to whom I delivered her up. I have discharged the
crew sent by the “ Waterwitch” to navigate the above brig to the United
States.

I have, &c.
(Signed) HENRY STANLEY JACKSON,

Midshipman, Her Majesty's brig “ Waterwitch.”
Sir John Barrow,

&e. Se.
 

Fourth Enclosure in No. 244.

Lord Leveson to Mr. Grattan.

Foreign Office, February 8, 1841.

(See No. 292.)
 

Fifth Enclosure in No. 244.
LordLeveson to Sir John Barrow.

Sir, | Foreign Office,February 8, 1841,

Wrru reference to the recent correspondence between this office and the
Admiralty on the subject of the American brig “ Tigris,” captured by Her
Majesty’s brig “ Waterwitch ;” and with referencealso to previous correspond-
ence respecting other vessels under the United States’ flag detained by Her
Majesty’s cruisers; I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to acquaint you that
his Lordship referred the case of the “ Tigris” to Her Majesty’s Advocate-
General for his opinion what notice should be taken of this case, with a view to
guiding the conduct of Her Majesty’s naval officers on similar occasions; and |
am now to state to you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty, that the Queen’s Advocate has reported it to be his opinion that
Her Majesty’s naval officers should be instructedto abstain from capturing
American vessels engaged in Slave Trade. —

I am therefore to request that you will suggest to the Lords of the Admiralty
the expediency of giving instructions to Her Majesty’s naval officers in con-
formity with this opinion ; and I am to acquaint you further, for the information
of their Lordships, that Her Majesty’s Consul at Boston has been instructed to
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discontinue the proceedings commenced by him on behalf of the captors of the
“ Tigris,’ and to leave the American authorities to pursue such course as they
may deem advisablein the case.

 

Tam, &c.
(Signed) LEVESON.

Sir John Barrow,
&e. &e.

No. 245.
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox.

(Extract.) Foreign Office, February 15, 1841.
I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, copy of a Despatch

from HerMajesty’s Consul at New York, upon the subject of proceedings which
have taken place at New Yorkin the case of the American vessel the “ Butter-
fly” detained by Her Majesty’s ship “ Dolphin,” on suspicion of being engaged
in the Slave Trade.

Tam, &c.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.

H.S. Fox, Esq.,
&e. &e.
 

Enclosure in No, 245.

Mr. Buchanan to Viscount Palmerston.

New York, April 16, 1840,

(See Class D, 1840, No. 121, p. 102.)
 

|

No. 246.

Mr. Stevenson to Viscount Palmerston.

33, Upper Grosvenor Street, February 27, 1841.
(Received March 1.)

Tue Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
from the United States, has the honour to acquaint Lord Viscount Palmerston,
Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that he has
received the instructions of his Government to add two other cases to those
which he has heretofore presented to the notice of Her Majesty’s Government,
in relation to the seizure and detention of American vessels on the African
coast by British cruisers, on the alleged grounds of being either equipped for,
or actually engagedin, the AfricanSlave“Trade.

It will not be necessary that the Undersigned should do more at present than
give a brief statement of the facts of these cases, and such as they appear to
have been from the documents now transmitted, to manifest the highlyimproper
character of the proceedingsin both cases, andinsure their prompt consideration
by Her Majesty’s Government.
The first case is that of an American schooner, the “ Iago,” of NewOrleans,

commanded by Captain Adolphe Dupony,
This vessel sailed from Matanzas, in the island of Cuba,in November, 1838,

for the Cape of Mesurado, on the coast of Africa, for the purpose of tradingin
palm-oil, wood, and other African produce. .

That, after proceeding on her voyage to different parts of the coast. she arrived
atCape Saint Paul, where the captain landed his cargo, and from whence he was
preparing to go into the interior of the country to trade, having bought for that
purpose a quantity of oil and produce.

That on the 21st of February, 1839, and whilst within 5° 46’ north latitude
and 5d’ east, and whilst Captain Dupony was on shore, the schooner was boarded
by Lieutenant 8. Seagram, commanding Her Majesty’s brigantine-of-war “ Ter-
magant,” and, during his absence, his trunk was broken open, and a sum of
money amounting to"116 Spanish doubloons and 54 dollars was taken there-
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from, as also his chronometer and watch, and that a large quantity of wine was
drunk, destroyed, and lost ; that all his men had been conveyed on board the
“ Termagant”’ except the mate; that the captain thereupon asked leave of
Lieutenant Seagram to search the sailors, and on doing so found upon them a
sum amounting to 114 doubloons and 19 dollars, and that the sailors informed
him that they had taken the money because they were afraid that they would be
set on shore and abandoned, and the schooner destroyed.
That all the captain’s clothes were left on shore, and have been wholly lost.
That all the crew, and a passenger by the name of Bourjolli, an American

citizen, and native of the State of Maryland, were put on shore at Cape St. Paul,
and that Captain Dupony was detained and brought to Sierra Leone, where he
arrived on the 18th of March, 1839, :
That Lieutenant Seagram then endeavouredto proceed against the captain

of the “‘ Jago” in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice established in
the colony for the prevention of illicit traffic in slaves, but the Court would not
allow such proceeding; and that accordingly. on the 30th of March, 1839,
Captain Dupony was put in possession of his vessel, which was done in the
presence of four masters of vessels, who signed a receipt for the vessel, and
who were present when an inventory was taken of the articles on board the said
schooner.
Amongst the documents herewith transmitted are two certificates of Lieu-

tenant Seagram, the one admitting the capture. of the vessel, and the other stat-
ing the amount ofmoney found in the possession of the crew and left in charge
of theprize master. . :
The other case is that of the schooner “ Hero,’ of New Orleans, commanded

by Captain James B. M‘Connell.
_ It appears that this schooner sailed from the Havana, in June, 1840, with a
cargo of assorted merchandise, bound to Whydah, on the African Coast. That
on her voyage, on the 9th of August, she was boarded by Her Majesty’s brig the
“ Lynx,” and brought to anchor; her hatches were broken open and overhauled,
and the commander of the “ Lynx” then determined to send the schooner into
Sierra Leone. That after removing a part of the crew of the schooner on board
the cruiser, and sending his own men to take charge ofthe ‘* Hero,” who robbed
her of a part of her supplies, the commander of the “ Lynx” determined to sur-
render the schooner and permit her to pursue her voyage. That on the arrival
of the schooner at Whydah, her cargo was found to have been greatly damaged
by the crew of the “ Lynx,” during her capture and detention by the British
commander. : ,
These are the material facts in relation to the two cases now submitted. The

previous communications which the Undersigned has had the honour heretofore
of addressing to Lord Palmerston, on subjects of a similar character, will relieve -
him from the necessity of recurring to the peculiar circumstances under which
these repeated outrages upon the vessels and commerce of American citizens
have been perpetrated, or discussing the principles underwhich Her Majesty's
officers have attempted to justify their conduct.
Of the right of one nation to search or-detain the ships of any other (who may

not be a party.to the Treaties for the suppression of the Slave Trade) on the
ground of their being engaged in Slave Trade, the Undersigned can only repeat
that there is no shadow of pretence for excusing, much less justifying, the exer-
cise of any such right. That it is wholly immaterial whether the vessels be
equipped for or actually engaged in slave traffic or not, and consequently the

- right to search or detain even slave vessels must be confined to the ships or
vessels of those nations with whom it may have Treaties on the subject.

This doctrine the Undersigned has heretofore asserted in his notes to Lord
Palmerston,and especially in that of the 18th of November last, and is believed
to have been admitted and sanctioned by Her Majesty’s Governmentin its inter-
course with other nations. He begs leave to refer Lord Palmerston to.a recent
and strong case in relation to the Haytian Government, as conclusive on the
subject. As late as 1839, that Government passed a law, declaring the Slave
Trade piracy, which was submitted for the information of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment. By that law there was a provision that any vessel, whether Haytian or
‘otherwise, found in the act of slave-irading, should be seized and brought in
for adjudication and condemnation. In acommunication from Lord Palmerston,
under date of the 27th of January, 1840, to the Haytian Government, his Lord-

Cuass D.



170 UNITED STATES.

ship held the following language :—“ Her Majesty’s Government wish to draw

the attention of the Haytian Government to a matter of form in this law which

may possibly give rise to embarrassments. The law enacts that all vessels,

whether Haytian or foreign, which may be found in the act of slave-trading,

shall be seized and brought into a Haytian port. Now Hayti has undoubtedly

a full right to make such an enactment about her own citizens and ships, but

Her Majesty's Government apprehend that Hayti has no right so to legislate for

the ships and the subjects or citizens of other States. That in time of peace

no ships belonging to one State have a right to search and detain ships sailing

under the flag of, and belonging to another State, without the permission of that

State, which permission is generally signified by Treaty ; and if Haytian cruisers

were to stop, search, and detain merchant vessels sailing under the flag of and

belonging to another country, even though such vessels were engaged in Slave

Trade, the State to which such vessels belonged would have just grounds for

demanding satisfaction and reparation from Hayti, unless such State had pre-

viously given to Hayti, by Treaty, the right of search and detention.”

Under this doctrine, the two cases now submitted, as well as those which

have heretofore been presented,justify the strongest appeal for the interference

of Her Majesty’s Government.
Of the actual seizure and detention of these vessels, and of their national

character, there can be no doubt, some of which were not only turned from

their original destination, and their cargoes plundered and destroyed, but actu-

ally carried into foreign ports for condemnation, and the lives of the crew sacri-

ficed by the pestilence of the climate, and the delay which took place.

The Undersigned has therefore been instructed to bring the whole subject

again to the notice of Her Majesty’s Government, and to ask that the injuries

which have been sustained by these proceedings of Her Majesty’s officers may

be adequately redressed, and that suitable measures may be promptly taken to

mark with disapprobation and punishment the individuals concerned, in such

manner as to prevent their recurrence in future.
The Undersigned, &c. =

(Signed) A, STEVENSON.

The Right Hon. Viseount Palmerston, G.C.B.

Se. &e. Se.
 

First Enclosure in No. 246.

Declaration of Adolphe Dupony.

By this public instrument of declaration and protest, be it known, that

on the 5th day of April, 1839, before me, Edward Power, Queen’s Advocate

and Netary Public, duly authorised and practising in this colony of Sierra Leone,

personally came and appeared Adolphe Dupony, master of the American

schooner or vessel called ‘ Iago,” of the measurement of 53% tons, or there-

abouts, belonging to the city of New Orleans, in the United States of America;

who being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, deposeth and

saith,—That he was master of the American schooner or vessel called “ Tago,”

and that he set sail from Matanzas, in the Island of Cuba, on or about the 12th

day of November, 1838, to go to Cape Mesurado, on the Coast of Africa, to

trade in palm oil, cam wood, and other African produce; and that after pursuing

his voyage to different parts of the coast, he arrived at Cape St. Paul, where he

landed his cargo, and where he was preparing to go into the interior of the coun-

iry to trade, and that he had already bought a quantity of palm oil. and other

African produce. And this deponent further makes oath and says, that on or

about the ist day of February, 1839, and whilst within 5° 46’ north latitude,

and 55! east, and whilst this deponent was on shore as aforesaid, the said Ameri-

can schooner or vessel called “ Iago,” whereof this deponent was master, was

boarded by Lieutenant S. Seagram, commanding Her Britannic Majesty’s bri-

gantine of war “'Termagant,” and that, during such absence as aforesaid, this

deponent’s trunk was broken open, and a sum of money, amounting to 116

Spanish doubloons and 54 dollars, was taken therefrom, and that this deponent’s

chronometer and his watch were also taken away ; and that the hold of his vessel

was opened, and a large quantity of wine was drunk, destroyed and lost. And

that when this deponent went on board the said American schooner or vessel
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called “ Iago,” he found that all his men had been conveyed on board Her Bri-

tannic Majesty’s brigantine of war “'Termagant,’’ except the mate, and that this

deponent asked permission from the commander of the said brigantine to search
the said sailors; and that, upon doing so, he found upon them a sum of money
amounting to 114 doubloons and 19 dollars, and that the said sailors informed
him that they had taken the said money because they were afraid that they

would be set on shore and abandoned, and that the said schooner or vessel

called “ Jago’’ would be destroyed, and that they tried to secure the said money
for the said Adolphe Dupony, this deponent, and also to procure necessaries of

life, when so left on shore. And this deponent further makes oath and says,
that all his clothes were left on shore, and that they have been entirely lost ; and
further, that all his crew, and a passenger named Bourjolli,a native of Baltimore,
were put on shore at Cape St. Paul, and that this deponent was detained and
brought to Sierra Leone, where he arrived on or about the 18th day of March,

1839. And further, that Lieutenant S. Seagram, the commander of Her Bri-
tannic Majesty’s brigantine “ Termagant,” endeavoured to proceed against this
deponent in the British and Spanish Mixed Court of Justice established in this
colony for the prevention of an illicit traffic in slaves, but that the said Court

would not allow such a proceeding, and that on or about the 30th day of March,

1839, the said deponent was again put into possession of the said schooner or
vessel called “ Zago,” and that this was done in the presence of four masters of

vessels, who signed the receipt for the said vessel, and who were present when an
inventory was made of the articles on board the said. schooner or vessel called

“* [ago.” Wherefore the said Adolphe Dupony, master of the said American

schooner oF vessel called “ Iago,” on his own behalf, and on the part and behalf

of every one interested in, or in any respect concerned in the said American

schooner or vessel called “ Iago,” doth hereby protest against the said Lieutenant
Henry S. Seagram, commanderofHer Britannic Majesty's brigantine of war

“ Termagant,” and for all losses, costs, damages, demurrage, and expenses already .

incurred and suffered, or which may hereafter accrue, by reason of the illegal

detention of the said American schooner or vessel called “ Iago ;’’ and I do fur-

ther, on the part of the said master, Adolphe Dupony, protest’against the said

Lieutenant Henry S. Seagram, for the loss of cargo, clothes, a chronometer, and

other things, amounting in value to the sum of 2;1677., which were suffered by.

the said master, Adolphe Dupony, by reason of the illegal detention of the said
schooner or vessel called “Iago.”. . oe Ses Dos
And I, the said Notary Public, at the request of the said master, Adolphe

Dupony, do hereby solemnly protest in form aforesaid, and I have granted these
presents under my seal of office to.serve and. avail as occasion shall or may

require. re
. i (Signed) . EDWARD POWER,

 Queen’s Advocate and Notary Public.

Sworn by the said Adolphe Dupony, the day on which it bears date, by me,

(Signed) EDWARD POWER, Wot. Pub.
. A, DUPONY.

Witness (Signed) |. CHarLEs FRENCH. —

 

Second Enclosure in No. 246.

Continuation du Journal de la goélette Américaine “Iago,” de la Nouvelle

Orléans, partie de Matanzas, Ile de Cuba, pour la céte d.Afrique et Cap

_ Mesurade, arrétée et envoyée a Sierra Leone par le brick-goéletie Anglais

“ Termagant.” .
Du 22 Février, 1839.

A 2 heures p.m. étant allé Aa bord pour savoir ce que le commandant

désirait, jai trouvé le navire plein de matelots Anglais, un officier vétu en bour-

geois; mamalle rompue, mes écoutilles ouvertes, mes papiers, mon argent em-

porté, etc.; mon second m’a dit que dés le matin on avait emmené V’équipage &

bord du navire de guerre; que seul il était resté et avait résisté aux excés crimi-

nels des scélérats qui s’étaient emparés du navire, mais que Yon n’avait eu aucun

égard & ses représentations; que dés Ja veille ma malle avait été rompue pour

prendre les papiers du navire, et qu’ils avaient été emportés 4 bord dubrick-goé-_
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lette; que durant toute Ja nuit le navire avait été 4 la merci des matelots Anglais,
qui s’étaient comportés de la maniére !a plus effrénée, s’ennivrant, brisant et vo-
lant, etc. A 2°30’ p.m. le commandant est venu & mon bord et m’a remis un

papier signé de sa main; je lui ai représenté la faussetéet Piniquité de son con-
tenu; que mon chargement était a terre et allait étre pillé ainsi que mes effets,
etc. ; que j’allais souffrir des dommages et pertes terribles ; tout a été inutile; il
m’a répondu qu’il serait bon pour le payer, et quil fallait que j’aille 4 Sierra

Leone ; tout ce que j’ai pu obtenir a été de faire rendre une partie de mon argent
qui a été trouvé sur mes matelots et officiers, qui m’ont dit qu’ils l’avaient pris
pour me le porter & terre ; tout ce que je lui ai dit pour les laisser venir avec moj
n’a servi a rien, je les ai vu cruellement jeter & terre avec leurs effets, et un baril
de bocuf et un autre de biscuit. Ces gens demandaient la mort, ainsi que le
passager, M. Bourjoli; je les ai recommandés 4 'humanité des négres. Est-il
possible qu’en temps de paix entre les Etats Unis et le Gouvernement Anglais
il se commette des atrocités de cet espéce, et que Angleterre envoie sur cette
céte des pirates plus cruels que les négres? C’est une ‘honte et une abomination.
Je proteste contre le Gouvernement Anglais pour donner des navires armés 4 de
pareils scélérats, ainsi que contre le commandant, pour la perte de mon charge~.
ment et les dommages et intéréts, etc. Dés avjourd’hui, étant prisonnier, je n’ai
plus tenu de journal jusqu’a mon arrivée & Sierra Leone, ou j’ai été détenu &
bord sans communication pendant trois jours, aprés lesquels j'ai été conduit chez
un avocat mulatre (ces infames assassins qui commandent les navires de guerre
Anglais ont choisis pour plaider pour eux, contre des blancs, un homme de cou-
leur, c’est tout dire.) J’observe que mon chronométre et ma montre m’avaient
été enlevés. Ce muldtre me dit que l’on allait me rendre mes papiers et mon
navire ; qu’étant Américain, la Mixte Commission Anglaise, soi-disant Espagnole,
n’avait rien 4 voir avec moi, et ne voulait pas m’admettre. Je ne pus obtenir aucune
justice ; on voulait me faire aller & bord par ruse et par force, pour m’emmener
je ne sais ot, ét ensuite, comme cela a été fait & autre navire Américain, m’aban-
donner au milieu des mers. (Voila comment ces criminels tachent d’ensevelir
leurs scélératesses.) Mr. Dunlap, qui s'est dit officier du ‘‘ Termagant,” alla
jusqu’a me dire qu’ii avait la force en main, et que si je ne me rendais pas le
lendemain avant midi & bord, il m’y ferait conduire. J’eu recours au gouverneur
pour obtenir les documens et protéts dont j’avais besoin et étre enfin jugé; il
me dit que cela ne le regardait pas, que c’était l’affaire de l’Amirall, qui est absent,
mais qu'il me donnerait la protection si l’on voulait m’enlever de force. N’est-ce
pas une infamie de conduire les navires 4 Sierra Leone, ot ils ne peuvent obtenir
justice que de l'amiral, et ce méme amiral n’y est jamais et n’y a pas un repré-
sentant; Sierra Leone est le manoir des pirates. Enfin le 30 Mars on me rendit
mon navire et la partie de Pargent qu’on avait trouvé sur mon équipage; et
Mr. Stevens, le capitaine de prise, n’ayant pas comparu quand on fit ]’inventaire,
les quatre capitaines expertes y procédérent. Cet officier s'est trés bien com-
porté avec moi ainsi que les matelots, depuis notre départ jusqu’au dernier
moment. Au soir j'ai embarqué un matelot Espagnol pour garder la goélette
avec le cuisinier, qui est le seul homme qu’on ait laissé m’accompagner de tout
Véquipage ; les jours suivans j’ai embarqué un maitre et deux matelots Espagnols
avec leurs passeports, et aprés avoir pris les provisions nécessaires, le 10 Avril &
5° p.m. je me suis mis a la voile pour aller & la recherche’ de mon équipage et
chargement.

Du 10 Avril au Jeudi 11 Avril, 1839.

Vent & O.S.0. bon frais. A 7° p.m. reléve le Cap de Sierra Leone au S.E.a
x

la distance de 6’ 4 9° p.m. viré de bord, cap au S. A 8° a.m. les Iles Banana a
Ja distance de 16’ PE. 3 N.

Du 11 au Vendredi 12 Avril.
Vent O.N.O. faible, beau temps ; méme cap; 3 12° a.m. cap S.S.E.; 48° AM.

cap & E.N.E.; & 8° p.m. mouillé par 7 brasses 4 la barre de Sherbroo. A 7
A.M. dérapé pour aller 4 Gallinas, of nous avons mouillé 4 midi.

Du 12 au Samedi 13 Avril.

J’ai été & terre pour acheter du tabac et consigner des objets que j'ai recus &
Sierra Leone; beau temps, belle brise, le navire en rade.
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Du 13 au Dimanche 14 Avril, 1889.

Etant jour de féte on n’a pu rien débarquer ; méme temps.

Du 14 au Lundi 15 Avril,

Beau temps ; la goélette “Gabon” est arrivée, et elle a embarqué le tabac et
Yeau-de-vie que je lui ai donnés; & 10° a.m. nous avons fait voile de conserve.

Du 15 au Mardi 16 Avril.

A 6° P.M. nous sommes sur le Cap Mont a la distance d’un mille, et nous con- ©

tinuons toute la nuit. A 4° a.m. forte tournade de terre. A 10° a.m. en calme

devant le Cap Mesurade; mis le navire en panne et été & terre.

Du 16 au Mereredi 17 Avril.

Faite route pour New Sestre, ob jai mouillé 4 11° a.m.; trouvé Théodore

absent.

Du 17 au Jeudi 18 Avril.

Débarqué des grémens, et des voiles que j’ai prises 4 Sierra Leone.

Du 18 au Vendredi 19 Avril.

Grosse mer; la goélette a rompu son ancre et mouillé la grande; le monde
-occupé a changer les grémens vieux du navire.

Du 19 au Samedi 20 Avril.

Méme temps. Sans aucune chose de nouveau. J’ai vu un des gens de l’équi-
page d'une goélette Portugaise que le “ Forester,” navire de guerre Anglaise, a
jeté -& terre au Grand Corow, et que les négres ont massacrés et criblés de
balles, aussitét qu’ils ont été & terre. Ce commandant est recommandable pour
son inhumanité, et je ne sais s'il a regu tels ordres de son Gouvernement. C'est.
une horreur.

Du 20 au Dimanche 21 Abril.

Aujourd’hui nous avons regu la nouvelle que Théodore a été conduit & Sierra
Leone 3 bord d’un brick Russe, ot il allait comme passager; et que deux navires
Anglais ont pris ce brick.

Du 21 au Lundi 22 Avril.

Ne pouvant attendre Théodore pour régler mes comptes, j’ai embarqué six—
paquets complets, et 4 3° p.m. je me suis mis 4 Ja voile. Vent au S.S.E.; nous
louvoyons toute la nuit avec vent et marée contraire: fait jour 4Triton. Nous

continuons 4 louvoyer.

Du 22 au Mardi 23 Avril. |
Id., fait nuit sur Sestos & cing milles de l’entrée de lariviére ; louvoyé toute la

nuit; fait jour sur Sinon hill. Vent 4 O. :

| Du 20 au Mereredi 24 Avril.

_ Fait nuit sur Badon ; & 2° a.m. forte tournade la cap jusqu’au matin. Un
brick sous le vent ; midi il me hisse pavillon Anglais. Vent frais de S.E.

Du 24 au Jeudi 25 Avril, 1839.

Peu devent; fait nuit prés de Rock Town ; au matin temps couvert, tournade

au large; & midi nous montons le Cap Palmas ; le temps beau.

Du 25 au Vendredi 26 Avril.

Un brick Américain en vue ; nous mouillons ensemble 4 la pointe Tabon, ot
j'ai acheté une pirogue. A 10° a.m. nous dérapons et fesons route a 1’ E.S.E. ;
4 midi, latitude observée est 3° 25’ N., et la longitude 7° 2' O.
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Du 26 au Samedi 27 Avril.
 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H. M. D. Course. Vent.

2 .

4 28 . E. S. E. 8.0. Beau temps; toutes voiles dessus.

6
8 25 0 3° o>

10
12 18 .9 or) 29

2
4 18 23° 2 29

6
8 10 2 >> 29

0
2 20 3° >> 39

Lat. Observde, 3° 28’ N. Long. 4° 33’ O,

Du 27 Avril au Dimanche 28.

H M. D Course. Vent.

2
4 28 9 E. 15°S. 8. O. Beau temps, belle mer, vent frais.

6 |- ,
8 , 32 a9 9° 3.

10
12 28 33 “33 29

,

4 20 33 39 9

6
8 20 39 33 29

10
12 24 593 a9 293      

Lat. Observée, 3° 34’/N. Long. 1° 33' O.

 

Du 28 au Lundi 29 Avril, 1839,
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

|

54 M. D Courses, Vent.

I

2
4 24. o> | NL ELLE. S. 0. Tournade violenie ; amend toutes nos voiles.

6
8 24 a9 39 : a3

10 8 > 3° A terre sur Tantum, query, que je reléve au
12 8 9 0. 8. 0. tournade. | N. 20° E.; nous continuons en vue de terre.

2 a3

4 29

6
&

10 A midi nous sommes sur Acra.
12        

Du 29 au Mardi 30 Avril.

_A 6° p.m. mouillé entre Ningo et Toco par 6 brasses; le temps. menacant une
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tournade. A minuit forte tournade avec tonnerres terribles. A 6° a.m. dérapé
et fait route pour le Cap St. Paul; peu de vent de terre.

Du 30 Avril au 1 Mai.

A 1°30'p.m. monté le Cap St. Paul et mouillé 4 Agrivaia 2: 30’ P.M.; a
4° p.M. une pirogue est venue & bord, et j"al appris que tout mon équipage s’en
est allé. Je me suis embarqué pour aller&terre, ob l'on m’a remis une lettre du
second, qui me fait savoir qu'il est parti, ainsi que le passager et tout léquipage.
Jai été voir le cabezera pour obtenir raison de mon chargement ; il m’a répondu
quil n’en était pas responsable, que le navire ayant été pris, cela était considéré |
comme un naufrage, et quil n’avait pu rien sauver de mon chargement; que
Yon avait fourni4mon équipage tout ce dont ils avaient eu besoin pour vivre, et
qu’il fallait que je payasse ces dépenses, Au matin j’ai fait toutes les recherches,
et je vois des négres avec les chemises et Je corail demon chargement. C'est
fini; tout est perdu pour moi; je proteste de nouveau contre le Gouvernement—
Anglais et le navire capteurpour la valeur demon chargement, les dommages et
intéréts, etc.

Du \ au Jeudi 2 Mai.

_A 3° p.m. est arrivé le négre nommé Popo, venant de Tintérieur; je lui ai
demandé compte de mes effets et de mes comptes, papiers et journal que j'ai laissé—
chez lui; il m’a dit qu'il avait consigné tout 4 mon équipage au moment ot il fut
jeté a terre; et que ceux-ci étantpartis, il ne lui ont rien laissé; le temps se met
a la pluie, qui dure toute nuit. A 6° a.m. dépéché un exprés ’a Francisco dans
Yintérieur et envoyé la pirogue 4 bord.

Du 2 au Fendredi3Mai.

A 4 p.m. recu du bord deux paquets et une demi pipe de rhum; commencé
a payerles frais demon équipage; un palabre a commencé et a duréjjusqu’a la
nuit, qui a été belle; au matin envoyé de l'eau et du bois.

Du3 au Samedi 4: Mai, 1839.

Le palabre a continué ; acheté des provisions fraiches; recu des nouvelles du
bord; tout ’équipage est malade; forte tournade sur le faire du jour; con-
tinué 4 faire.de l'eau.

Du 4 au Dimanche 5 Mai.

Grosse mer ; les pirogues ne peuvent aller & bord. Une goélette & hunier en
vue allant 4 1’ O.

Du 5 au Lundi 6 Mai.
~ Méme mer et pluie; Ja fiévre m’ayant pris, je suis obligé de garder le lit et
me saigner; débarqué 4 barils d’eau-de-vie et payé le compte de Téquipage.

Du 6 au Mardi 7 Mai.

Francisco m’ayant envoyé dire qu’il va venir, je me suis déterminé 4 l’at-
tendre; méme temps, méme mer.

Du au Mereredi 8 Mai.

Un brick a mouillé 4 Quita et une goélette & Jebe; envoyé de Peau et du
bois& bord, ainsi que des provisions;beau temps.

Du 8 au Jeudi 9 Maz.

Tournade durant la nuit; la fiévre m’a laissé; Je jour beau temps.

Du 9 au Vendredi 10 Mai.

La nuit belle ;le brick s’est mis 4 la voile et louvoier.

Du 10 au Samedi 11 Mai.
A. 4° p.m. le brick a mouillé et hissé le pavillon Américain. A 10° a.m. j’ai

été & son bord et le capitaine m’a promis de venir 4 terre demain. Le brick est
le ‘“ Moris Coper” de Philadelphie.
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Pluie et tournade toute la nuit. A 11° a.m. le capitaine Américain n’a pu
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Du Samedi 11 au Dimanehe 12 Mai.

venira terre, et me l’a envoyé dire.

Du Dimanche 12 au Lundi 138 Mai.

Beau temps ; achevé de faire mes provisions et mes affaires.

Brise trés fraiche; la nuit calme. Le capitaine Américain m’a donné lecer-

Du Lundi 13 au Mardi 14 Mai.

tificat de la perte de mon chargement.

 

Du Mardi 14 au Mereredi 15 Mai, 1839.

 

    

|

E. M. D. Course. Vent.

2 6 * 8.8. E. Ss. W.
4 4 5

6 5 39

8 3 5
10 4 23 Variable.
12 4 99

2 3 2?
4 2 . tournades
6 2 %> trés-fortes,

8 1 99
10 2 >
12 6 .>
  Lat. Observée, 4° 52’ N. Long. 2° 50’ EB.  

A 1° p.m. fait voile.

 

| Du 15 au Feud 16 Mai.
 

 

    

EL. M. D. Course. Vent,

2 6 5 8.8. E. 8.58. E.
4 3 5 W. Tournades,

6 93 33

8 6 5

10 3 39

12 2 5

2 2: 23

4 1 29

6 33 , >

8 33 3?

10 1 33

12 2 5

  Lat. Observée, 4° 24’! N. Long. 3° 7’ E.  
 

 

Du 16 au Foendredi 17 Mai, 1839.

 

   
   

|

H. M. D. Courses. Vent.

2 1 5 8.8. E. S. W.
4 1 5

6 29 39

8 29 a9

10 >> 3%

12 23 29

2 1 9° 8. W.

4 99 5
6 29 2°

8 1 oa S.S'E.
10 5 %3
12 5 5

Lat. Observée, 3°49’ W. Long. 3° 7 E,   
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Du 17 au Samedi 18 Mai.
 

 

2?

37

+9

3°

H. M. D. Courses, Vent.

2 6 5 S. BE. S. 8. W.
4 6 5.
6 7 3. Pluie et tour-
8 8 |. 35 nades.

10 10 29
12 |.10 >> S.E.4+E
2 il an
4 8. S. E.

6
8

0
2h

e

O
o
O
t
a
T
d
o
t

  3%   
 

Lat. Observde, 2° 42 N. Long. 4° 47’ E. .   
 

Du 18 au Dimanche 19 Mai, 1839.
 

 

     
 

 

 

 

       
 

 

 

HH. M. D. Courses. Vent.

2 4 ” 8. S. E. Ss. W.
4 4 29

6 3 a9

8 5 29 .
wo } 4 >> | S.E.15°S.
12 4 .
2 2 2»
4 3 5 S. E. 5° S. Au jour, unegoélette venant sur nous, nous
6 4 * -prenons chasse.
8 2 5

10° 4 25
12 4 ¢°

Lat. Observée, 2° 31’ N. Long. 6° 7’ E.

Du 19 au Lundi 20 Mai.

H M. D. Courses. Vent.

2 5 >> S. E. Vent & risées| A 3° p.m. un officier de la goélette est venu
4 3° 99. variable. & bord aprés avoir mis.en panne au second
6 4 o> 8.8. E. coup de canon qu’elle a tiré, et aprés avoir
8 4 39 vu les papiers il m’a conduit & bord; c’est
10 4 9 alors que j’ai su que cette goélette dtait le
12 5 oe grosse mer. } ‘ Wiper 7 et le commandant a ordonnd
2 3 99 _qu’on ouvre mes écoutilles; j’ai protest, et
4 3 2 il m’a, fait donner le certificat ci-joint.
6 2 5
8 2 5 S. E.
10 2 5
12 3 | ,,

Lat. Observée, 1° 55’ N. Long. 7° 13’ W.

Du 20 au Lundi 21 Mai, 1839.

pi : M. D Courses. Vent.

2 3 %> S.E.4¢5S. $0.28. | A 4° pa. la pointe N. de ile du Prince nous
4 3 | 5, reste 8. 8. E. et celle de PO. au 8. 16° 0.;
6 nous sommes dloignds 8’ de la Roche de
8 29 > Galle ; tournade trés-forte.

10 a” a9

2] 3. | 3,
2 2 39

4 2 5
6 2 a)
8 3 5

10 3 5
12 4      Lat. Observée, 1° 34’ N. Long. 7° 52! E.    

Crass D.
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Du 21 au Mardi 22 Mai.
 

 

H M. D Courses. Vent.

2 4 33 8. E.3E. 8.20. A 8° a.m. Pile de Corisco au S. E.; le vent
4 4 >> vient de terre; & midi vird de bord au
6 4 +3 milieu du canal.
8 3 os
10 3 39
12 3 9°
2 3 39
4 3 29

6 3 aa
8
10
12        
 

Du 22 au Mercredi 23 Mai.

Mouillé & Corisco, par 5 brasses; beau temps; été a terre.

Du 23 au Jeudi 24 Mai, 1839.
_ Je suis resté 4 terre avec Ja fiévre des plus violentes ; 4 6° a.m. mis & la voile
pour la riviére du Gabon.

Du 24 au Vendredi 25 Mai.
Nous louvoyons ; 4 2° p.m. un brick-goélette Anglais vient en nous tirant des

coups de fusil; ces Messieurs sont de la derniére insolence et lacheté; un
officier est venu4 bord et a visite le navire, et m’a conduit & bord, ov j’ai eu &
faire 4 un capitaine qui m’a fait des menaces.

Du 25 au 26 Mai.
Le brick-goéletie nous suit, et je mets 4 la cape la nuit; il veut que je le

pilote, et je Penvoie 4 tous les diables. .
 

ThirdEnclosure in No. 246.

Register of Schooner “ Iago.”
[A Seal.] In pursuance of an Act of the Congress of the

United States of America, entitled “An Act con-
Signature cerning the Registering and Recording of Ships or
illegible. Vessels,” Adolphus Dupony, of the city of New

Orleans and state of Louisiana, having taken or
subscribed the oath required by the said Act, and

Register. - having sworn that he is the true and only owner of
the ship or vessel called the “ Iago,” ofNew Orleans,

 

 

 whereof he, Adolphus Dupony, is at present master,
 

 

and is a citizen of the United States, as he hath
LS. sworn; and that the said ship or vessel was built

Custom- at Hampton, state of Virginia, in the year eighteen
House, hundred and thirty-six, as it also appears from a
New Certificate of Registry, No. 96, issued at this port

Orleans. on the 6th day of December, 1836, now surren-
dered.- property changed 

  

 

And said Certificate of Registry having certified
Signature that the said ship or vessel has one deck and two
illegible, masts, and that her length is fifty-eight feet three

supposed tobe inches, her breadth sixteen feet nine inches, her
depth six feet three inches, and that she measures

Joun Prupuog, fifty-three and 44 tons; that she is a schooner, has
Collector. a square stern, no galleries, anda billet head. And
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.

     the said Adolphus Dupony having agreed to the
H. D. Prime, description and admeasurement above specified,
Naval Officer. and sufficient security having been given according

to the said Act, the said schooner has been duly
registered at the port of New Orleans.

Given under our hand and seal, at the port of
New Orleans, this third day of November,
in the year one thousand eight hundred and.....
thirty-seven.
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Fourth Enclosure in No. 246.

List of Persons composing the Crew of the Schooner « Iago,” of New Orleans, whereof is Master
A. Dupony, bound to Matanzas.

 

 

 

 

          
 

7 Description of their Persons.

, Places of Places of | Of what Country, Citi- .
Names. - Birth. Residence. zens orSubjects. Aged Height. Com- Hai

° .| Hair.
Feet|Inches prenion :

Frederick Gadepaille | New Orleans} New Orleans| United States, America | 27 Regular {Brown

Gayetan Bru Pensacola | Pensacola - > 22 White | Do.

Joseph Flores . Do. Do. ” ” 25 Dark | Black

John Pack Do. Do. » vs 28 Do. | Do.

John Brown New Orleans|New Orleans| - . ” 26 Do. | Do.

Alonz Jayen Do, Do. ose 12 Do. | Do.

Havana, September 3, 1838. . (Signed) A. DUPONY.

Certificate ofMr. Vice-Consul Smith.

Consulate of the United States of
_ America, Havana.

_ I, Joun A. Smirn, Vice-Consul of the United States of America, do
hereby certify that on the day of the date hereof before me personally appeared
A. Dupony, master of the schooner “ Iago,” of New Orleans, and, being duly
sworn, did declare that the list hereunto attached contains the names of the per-
sons composing the crew of said vessel, together with the places of their birth
and residence, so far as he can ascertain the same.

In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my hand and
affix my seal of office, at Havana, this 3rd day

_ of September, in the year. of our Lord 1838, and
_ ofthe Independence ofthe United Statesthe 63rd... it;

(L.S.) (Signed) J. A. SMITH.

CertificateofMr.Viice-Consul Trant.

Consulate of the United States ofAmerica,
Matanzas, November9, 1838.

I, Cuartes P. Trant, Vice-Consul of the United States of America at
this port, and residing within the same, do certify, that on this. day before me |
personally appeared A. Dupony, master of thc schooner “ Jago,” of New
Orleans ; and, being duly sworn, did declare, that John Pack, John Brown, and
Alonz Jayen, seamen, named and described in the above list, have. deserted and
left said vessel while lying in this port, and that he has shipped Antonio Dias,
José Monso Abascal, Ramon Garcia, Bartolo Seguin, Geronim Dias, José
Garcia, Francisco Anton, and Manoel Cherombo; said vessel now bound on
a voyage to Cape Mesurado. Witness my hand and:seal of office hereto.
affixed. .

(L.S.) (Signed) CHARLES P. TRANT,
oO oe Pice-Consul.

 

Fifth Enclosure in No. 246,

Attestation of Four Captains as to the re-delivery of Papers and Effecis of
Captain Dupony.

Devanrt nous Soussignés, capitaines de navire, ont été rendus au Capi-
taine Dupony, de la goélette Américaine “ Iago,” de la Nouvelle Orléans, par le
‘capitaine de prise, M. Thomas Stevens, les objets suivans: primo, les papiers
contenant, No.1 un journal dhabitude; No. 2 le réle d’équipage ; No. 3 le
registre ou patente ; No. 4 une patente de pilote de Gaetano Bru, et deux recus
de la douane de la Havane, et trois lettres, deux pour Monte Video, ut unepour
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Bordeaux, qui ont été recachetées avec de la cire rouge. Secondo, cent qua-
torze doublons et vingt-neuf piastres fortes monnaie Espagnole en tout (114
doublons, 29 piastresfortes).
Tercio, le navire dans Pétat dans Jequel il se trouve, conformément4 l’inven-

taire auquel nous allons procéder, et auquel nous le sommons d’assister,
lavertissant_que s'il s'y refuse, nous Passurerons dans le protét du Capitaine
Dupony. En foi de quoi nous signons le présent, 4 Sierra Leone, ce 30 Mars,
1839.

Fait en double original.

(Signé) Como Capitan de Buque,
VIC™, SANCHEZ.

Como Capitan Italiano de Bastimente Mercante,
“MARIANO SGITCOVICH.

Como Capitan de Navios,
MANOEL DO NASCIM™. ALOURA.

Comme Capitaine auLongcours,
J. E. LAMARC.,

(Signed) Tuomas STEVENs,
Gunner, Her Majesty’s brigantine “ Termagant,”

in charge of the schooner “ Tago.”

Sixth Enclosure in No. 246.

AttestationofFour Captains as to state of Schooner “ Jago” whenre-delivered
to Captain Dupony.

Novs Soussignés, capitaines de navires, déclarons, qu"ayant été appelé
par le Capitaine Dupony, de la goélette Américaine “ Jago,” pour constater
Yétat dans lequel se trouve la dite goélette, telle qvelle lui a été remis par le
capitaine de prise, Mr. Stevens, devant nous et en notre présence, ainsi que
Vinventaire des objets qui lui ont été laissés 4 bord, nous nous sommes trans-
portés 4 bord dé la dite goélette, et le capitaine de prise ne se trouvant pas 4
bord, malgré Vintimation qui lui en a été faite de se présenter, avoris procédé
comme experts, conformément 4 la Ioi, au reconnaissement et 4 V’inventaire, et
jurons devant Dieu et sur Ja Bible avoir trouvé que la dite goélette a besoin
d’étre calfatée et a perdu plusieurs feuilles de cuivre qui nous fait craindre qu'elle
soit piquée dans ses fonds, que les écoutes de mizaine et de foc lui manque, que
divers morceaux des plabords ont été cassés. Dans la chambre a été présenté
devant nous la malle du capitaine dont les petons du cadenats ont été brisés;
nous avons ensuite fait l'inventaire des objets suivans:—
La coque du navire avec son gouvernail; les deux mats et le beaupré et bouts

dehors avec leurs cordages et haubans. Deux vergues de fortune et deuxmate-
reaux de hune. Deux chaines et leurs ancres, une cabane rompue, ef une
cuisine, une abitacle. Lagrande voile neuve avecsa baume et écoute, le. foc et
petit foc sans écoutes; la mizaine neuve sans écoutes.
Une voile de fortune neuve.
Un jeu de voiles vieilles.
Vingt-six avirons de diverses grandeurs.
13caisses.
10 planches et bouts de planches de pin.
5 id. id. de cédre.
94 pipes d’eau-de-vie.
1 id. de vin.
1 baril huile de palme.
1 id. vinaigre.
4¥ pipes pleines d’eau salée.
2‘barils de pain.
6 paquets de balais.
3 petits barils de vin.
8 demijonnes vides.
Une portion de caisses de vin et dautres choses rompues.
Un baril de lard entamé.
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Dans la Chambre.
Un baril de sucre entame.
Un sac de café.
Trois compas.
Une caisse servant de table et contenant des assiettes et tasses 4 café, &c.

Divers pots de fer blanc et trois fanaux.
Diverses provisions.
4 pavillons différens.
Une portion de charbon de terre.
Les objets ci-dessus indiqués étant les seuls que nous avons trouvés a bord,

nous avons signé le présent et. avons délivré au Capitaine Dupony, pour lui

servir et valoir ce que de raison, 4 Sierra Leone, ce 31 Mars, 1839.

Como Capitao de Navios Mercantes,
(Signt) © MANOEL DE NASCIM™. ALOURA.

—. VICT. SANCHEZ.
MARIANO SGITCOVICH,

Capitan.
F. E. LAMARC,

Capitaine au Longcours Frangais.
 

- Seventh Enclosure inNo. 246.

Memorandum by Lieutenant Seagram.

Tue following sums have been found in the possession of the crew be-

longing to the schooner “ Jago,’ and left in charge of Mr. Stevens, the prize-

master, to be given into’ the possession of the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra

Leone, viz. :—
1 bag containing 58 doubloons.
1 ditto | 56 ditto.
29 mixed dollars.

(Signed) H. F. SEAGRAM,
Lieutenant and Commander.

 

Eighth Enclosure in No. 246.

Statement by Lieutenant Seagram as to the state of “ Yago” when captured.

I, Hewry F. Szacram, Lieutenant and Commander of Her Majesty’s

brigantine “ Termagant,” hereby declare that on this 21st day of February,

1839, being in or about latitude 5° 46’ north, longitude 0° 55’ east, I detained.

- the schooner named the “ Jago” (Spanish property), sailing under American

_ colours, not armed, commanded by A. Dupony, “who was on shore, and the

mate, Gayetan Bru, declared her to be ‘bound from Matanzas, Island of Cuba,

to Cape Mesurado, and back to Matanzas, with a crew consisting of one master,

one mate, six men, and one passenger, equipped for the traffic in slaves, con-—

trary to the Treaty with the Queen-Regent of Spain, signed at Madrid, June

95, 1835; and that the papers and documents seized by me on board the said

schooner, being marked No. | to No. 4, are enumerated in the following list.

(Signed) © HENRY F. SEAGRAM.
a Lieutenant and Commander.

1. Log of proceedings in Spanish.
2. Register. ,
3.List of crew.
4. Parcel containing letters, &c.

 

Ninth Enclosure in No. 246.

‘Passengers’ Permit. | |

Secretary's Office, Colony of Sierra Leone.

Permit to depart on their voyage from this colony to the Leeward
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Coast the under-mentioned individuals, passengers on board the “ Jago,” Du-
pony commander, and bound to the Leeward Coast.

José Dolores.
Francisco Gomes. .
Ramon Mora. —
Antonio Rodrigues.

In all four passports.

 

Duty 10s.
Given under my hand and seal of office, at Freetown, this 6th day of

April, 1839.
(Signed) THOMAS COLE,

Colonial Secretary.

(Extract.) Tenth Enclosure in No. 246.

Mr. Trist to Mr. Forsyth.

Havana Consulate, Washington,
November 28, 1840.

I wave the honour to lay before you a copy, transmitted to me for the
purpose by the Vice-Consul, on behalf of the captain, of a protest extended in
the Consulate of the United States ofAmerica at Havana, by James B. M‘Connell,
master of the schooner “ Hero,” of New Orleans, for an outrage perpetrated
upon that vessel by Her Britannic Majesty’s brig “ Lynx.”

 

Eleventh Enclosure in No. 246. -

Protest of James B. M‘Connell, Joseph Williams,Henry Lord, and
James Stow.

Consulate of the United States ofAmerica, Havana.

By this public instrument of Protest, be it known and made manifest to all
whom it doth, or may or shall concern, that on the day of the date hereof, before
me, John A. Smith, Vice-Consul of the United States of America for the city of
Havana, personally came and appeared James B. M‘Connell, master ofthe schooner
“ Hero,” belonging to the port of New Orleans, in the State of Louisiana, of the
burthen of 126 tons, or thereabouts ; also Joseph Williams, mate of said schooner;
and Henry Lord and James D. Stow, seamen belonging to said schooner afore-
said: who, being severally sworn, did declare and depose,—That the said
‘schooner being Jaden with a cargo of assorted merchandise, they, the said
appearers, made sail in and upon the said schooner from: the port of Havana,
bound to Whydah, coast of Africa, on the 15th day of June, 1840. That in the
prosecution of the voyage nothing material occurred until the 9th day of August,
1840, when at 3° 30’ we were boarded by the commander of Her Britannic
Majesty’s brig “ Lynx,” and brought to an anchor, and the hatches opened and
the hold overhauled; and after a short overhaul, the commander decreed that
he would send the vessel to Sierra Leone, and that the captain and cook might
stop on board, and all the rest of the crew were to go on board of the ‘“ Lynx,”
_and to be sent on shore. Captain M‘Connell complained to the commander of
the brig on account of the conduct of the men whom he put on board the schooner
“ Hero,” and had charge of the vessel one night, they having robbed the vessel
of all the provisions they could get at: viz., two hams, about one-third of a barrel
of mackerel, and broke open one barrel of bread, and did considerable damage to
the cargo. The commander said, that if the hams could be found on board his
vessel, he would give the schooner up again, and let her proceed on her voyage.
The hams being found on board his vessel, the crew were all sent on board our
own vessel again. and commenced to clear up decks and get the vessel under
weigh, the commander of the brig having thought proper to give her up. At
3° 30’ came to at Whydah; furled sails, &c., &c.; ends fine; a.m., fine weather;

_ at 8, canoes came off to receive cargo. On opening the hatches, found consider-
able. damage done to the cargo by the crew of the British brig of war “Lynx,”
through carelessness and bad stowage of the pipes of aguadiente that were broke
out and hoisted on deck by them, two pipes being bilged, and several stowed
bung dow n, and consequently leaked very much /
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And therefore the said James B. M‘Connell did declare to protest, as by these

presents he doth solemnly protest, against all and every person or persons whom-

soever it may or shall concern, and particularly against the Government of Her
Britannic Majesty, for this unlawful, vexatious, and injurious acton the part of

the commander and crew of the aforesaid brig of war “ Lynx,”. holding the said

Government responsible in damages for all injurysuffered by said vessel and

cargo, and any personsinterested therein by said unlawful and injurious act.

All which matters and things were declared, alleged, and affirmed, before me

the said Consul; and therefore I hereunto set my hand and affix the seal of my

office, being requested to certify and testify the premises. .
Thus done and protested at the city of Havana, this third day of November,

in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty, and of the inde-
pendence of the United States the sixty-fifth. .

_ (Signed) L J. A. SMITH, Consul..
S.

(Signed) James B. M‘ConnELt. ‘ 7
_  SOSEPH. WILLIAMS.

Henry Lorp.
James D. Stow.

 

No, 247.

Mr. Stevenson to Viscount Palmerston.

32, Upper Grosvenor Street, March 1, 1841.

(Received March 3.)

Tue Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary

from the United States, had the honour, on the 13th of November last, of pre-

senting to the notice of Her Majesty’s Government, by the direction of the

President, a complaint in relation to the seizure and detention of the American

brig “Douglas,” of Duxbury, Massachusetts, on the African coast, by Lieutenant

Seagram, of Her Majesty’s brigantine the “‘Termagant,” on the charge of

having on board a suspicious cargo, and intended for Slave Trade.

Since the submission of this case, the Undersigned has received two additional

documents herewith enclosed, the one consisting of a Letter addressed to the

Secretary of State of the United States, by A. A. Frazar, the claimant; the

other, the copy of a Certificate of Lieutenant Seagram, under date of the 29th of

October, 1839, admitting the seizure and detention of the brig, and her sur-

render and departure. — Bo a

In transmitting these papers to Lord Palmerston, the Undersigned avails

himself of the occasion to express an earnest hope that Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment will not. fail to see the justice and importance of coming to an early deci-

_ sion, not only of the present case, but those of a similar. character which have

heretofore been presented to-its consideration. Ce :

~The Undersigned renews to Lord Palmerston assurances of his high con-

sideration. eS
. (Signed) © A. STEVENSON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

&e. Se | Se.

 

- First Enclosurein No. 247.

Mr. A. A. Frazer toMr. Forsyth. |

Sm, | - Boston, December 22, 1840.

I Bxe leave to transmit to you the accompanying documents relating to

the seizure and detention, by Lieutenant Seagram, the commanding officer of

Her Britannic Majesty’s brigantine “ Termagant,” of the brig “ Douglas,” of

Duxbury, in this Commonwealth, Baker master, on the coast of Africa, in

October last, and to ask the interposition of the Government of the United

States to obtain from the British authorities a proper indemnity therefore.

The brig was engaged in a perfectly lawful trade, without the most remote



184 UNITED STATES.

participation in, or connexion with, traffic in slaves; and there was no just
ground to suppose that she was in pursuit of any unlawful object. All the pro-
ceedings of Lieutenant Seagram in this respect were, if not a wanton, at least a
reckless violation of private rights, and of the American flag. ;
Though the brig was held in custody but three [?] days, she was during that

time kept sailing down the coast, where she was borne along by a strong cur-
rent at so rapid a rate that it took her twenty-eight days after her release to
return to the place of her seizure. In the mean time, the officers and crew of
the brig were taken sick, in consequence of their long exposure under the burning
sun of that region, from which sickness three ofthe crew died on their home-
ward passage, and the captain still remains an invalid, and probably will so remain
during his life. The loss occasioned by the detention of the brig was much -
more than the mere loss of time and expenses during thirty-one days, as the
purposes and objects of the voyage were much deranged, and finally partially
defeated.

It is difficult to say what sum, under the circumstances, ‘would be a just and
proper indemnification for the injuries sustained; and I do not suppose thata
full remuneration can be obtained without wearisome delay and much incon-
venience, by going into the details and more remote consequences of the trans-
action. I would prefer that the matter should be adjusted speedily, and at a
loss, rather than that a protracted negotiation should be entered into, though a
larger amount should be ultimately obtained.
With these views I would relinquish my claim, to the British Government, for

five thousand dollars, though a considerably larger sum would not fully repair
the damages I have sustained in the premises.

If any further information or proof shall be needed by your department in the
case, may I ask of you the favour to inform me what it is, and if it be in my
power todo so, J will promptly furnish it.

: I have, &c.
(Signed) _A. A. FRAZAR.

Lhe Hon. John Forsyth,
Se. &e.
 

Second Enclosure in No. 247.

Certificate of Lieutenant Seagram.

Tue American brig ‘“‘ Douglas,” from the Havana, bound to the rivers
Bras and Bonney, was detained by Her Majesty’s brigantiné “ Termagant,”’ on
the 2lst instant, having a suspicious cargo on board.
I have now allowed her to proceed on'her voyage, finding that no information

is yet received from the United States respecting the American flag.
Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty’s brigantine ‘'Termagant,” off

Popoe, this 29th day of October, 1839. :
(Signed) H. F. SEAGRAM,

Lieutenant and Commander.

 

No. 248.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox.

Sir, Foreign Office, March 11, 1841.
Wira reference to my Despatch of the 26th of February, 1840,enclosing

copies of correspondence between the Minister from the United States andmy-
self respecting the detention of the vessel the “ Edwin,” under the colours of
the Union, by Her Majesty’s sloop “ Columbine,” Lieutenant Elliot com-
reander, I herewith transmit to you, for your information, copies of further cor-.
respondence which has passed between Mr. Stevenson and myself upon that
subject.

Lam, &c.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.

H. S. Fox, Esq.,
Se. &e.
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First Enclosure in No. 248.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson.

oo Foreign Office, August 17, 1840.

' (See Class D. 1840, No. 104, p. 85.)

 

‘Second Enclosure in No. 248.

Mr. Stevenson to Viscount Palmerston.

London, August 24, 1840.

(See Class D. 1840, No. 106, p. 88.)
 

No. 249.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox.

Sr, Foreign Office, March 16, 1841.

Wir reference to your Despatch of the 29th of November, 1839, and to
previous correspondence, respecting the case of the negroes who were taken on
board the slave-vessel “ Amistad,’ I have to desire that you will acquaint me,
for the information of Her Majesty’s Government, whether the American courts
of law have yet come to any decision upon this case, and what has become of the
negroes.

 

I am, &c.

(Signed) PALMERSTON.
H. S. Fox, Esq. oo

&e. &c.

No. 250.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox.

Sin, | Foreign Office, March 16, 1841.
WiTH reference to my Despatch to you of the 9th ultimo, respecting the

detention of the American brig “ Tigris” by Her Majesty’s ship “ Waterwitch,”
Lieutenant Matson, I transmit to you the accompanying copy of a further com-
munication which I have received upon this subject from Her Majesty’s Consul
at Boston, and also the accompanying copy of a statement recently received at
this office from the Admiralty, upon the same subject. ;
You will perceive from the statement in the letter from the Admiralty, that

Lieutenant Matson was obviously aware that he had no authority to interfere
with the proceedings of American ships upon the coast ; but that he conceived
he should be acting in conformity to the wishes of the Government of the
United States, as well as of his own Government, by taking notice of cases
of slave-trading which had ‘been declared to be piracy by the laws of both
countries. oe

It is probable that Lieutenant Matson, in thus exceeding the limits of his
authority, may have had in view the agreement which Captain Tucker, of Her
Majesty’s ship “‘ Wolverene,” entered into with Lieutenant Paine, of the United
States’ ship “ Grampus,”. that slave-vessels under American colours should be
detained by either party, in order that, if they turned out to be American pro-.
perty, they might be delivered over to an American cruiser; but if they turned
out to be Spanish, Brazilian, Portuguese, or British property, they might be
delivered over to a British cruiser.
From the enclosures in my Despatch of the 17th June, 1840, containing a

copy of that agreement, and from the enclosures in my Despatch of the 29th
of the same month, containing correspondence between Lieutenant Stoll, of

Crass D.
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Her Majesty‘s ship ‘“ Bonetta,’ and Lieutenant Paine, of the United States’
ship “ Grampus,” it is clear that the officers of the British and of the United
States’ navies, employed upon the coast of Africa in suppressing Slave Trade,
mutually searched suspicious vessels, under the agreement referred to in those
papers.
With view, however, to prevent any possible misunderstanding between the

two Governments upon this important question, Her Majesty’s Government have
issued orders to the commanders of all Her Majesty’s cruisers, prohibiting them
from capturing any vessels belonging (o the United States, however clearly it
may appear that such vessels are engaged in the Slave Trade.

_ At the same time, however, Her Majesty’s Government must express their
hope that the Government of the United States will, out of a regard for the

honour of the Union, as well as from principles of humanity, take more effectual
steps than it has hitherto done to prevent the laws of the United States from
being openly set at defiance by the employment of American ships in the Slave
Trade.
You will, by note, communicate the substance of this Despatch to the United

States Government.
Tam, &c.

(Signed) PALMERSTON.
HS. Fox, Esq.,

Se. &e. |
 

First Enclosure in No. 250.

Mr. Grattan to Viscount Palmerston.

Boston, January 31, 1841.
(See No. 294.)

 

Second Enclosure in No. 250.

Sir John Barrow to Lord Leveson.

My Lorp, — Admiralty, March 3, 1841.
Havine laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your

Lordship’s letter of the lst instant, respecting the American brig “ Tigris,”
captured by Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Waterwitch,” and carried into the port of
Salem, in the United States, 1 am commanded by their Lordships to acquaint
you, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, that, referring to Lieutenant
Matson’s letter of the 11th October, 1840, that officer was obviously aware that
he had no authority to interfere with the proceedings of American ships upon
the coast. But he states that he conceived he should be acting in conformity
with the wishes of the Government of the United States, as well as of his own
Government, by his interposition in cases of slave-trading, which had been declared
to be piracy by the laws of both countries.

It-is probable that, in thus exceeding the precise liniits of his authority,hemay
have had in view the agreement entered into by Commander.Tucker, of Her
-Majesty’s sloop “ Wolverine,” and by Lieutenant Paine, of the United States
navy, and the arrangements made by them for mutual co-operation of British and
American cruizers on the coast in the suppression of the Slave Trade.
The details of this arrangement, which it is to be presumed must have been com-

municated to his own Government by Lieutenant Paine, will be found in a letter
from Commander Tucker of the 12th of March, 1840, a copy of which was sent
to the Foreign Office in my letter of the 6th of July last. And a letter from Com-
mander Tucker of the 17th of March, 1840, which was communicated to the
Foreign Office on the 8th of July last, transmits some correspondence which had
passed between Lieutenant Stoll, of the «“ Bonetta,” and Lieutenant Paine, of
the “ Grampus,” of the United States navy, respecting the seizure of an Ame-
rican slaver delivered over to Lieutenant Paine. : oO

In a letter of the 12th of May, 1840 (a copy of which is sent herewith), Com-.
mander Tucker reports his having examined an American vessel under suspicious
circumstances, and states that he had written to Lieutenant Paine, informing
him that he had done so, and requesting that the Lieutenant would also examine
her. It is obvious, therefore, that the practice of mutual search was carried on
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upon the coast under the agreement and understanding which had been come to
by the officers of the British and American navy.

Orders have, however, now been sent out, prohibiting the capture of anv vessel
belonging to the United States which may be engaged in the Slave Trade.

T have, &c.
(Signed) ~ JOHN BARROW.

The Lord Leveson,
&e. &e.
 

Third Enclosurein No. 250.-

Commander Tucker to Mr. More O’Ferrall.

- Her Majesty's ship “ Wolverine,” at sea,
Sir, Lat. 1° 27' N., long 6° 43’ EH. May 12, 1840.

In consequence of the Commander-in-Chief (Rear-Admiral the Hon.
G. Elliot, C.B.) having been appointed to the Indian command, and of the im-
possibility, therefore, to transmit the originals in time to reach him, I beg to for-

. ward, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the
following copies of some of my late letters to him; the first being a report of
my proceedings to the 17th of March, since which I beg to report that, after I
had completed the duties I was then employed upon,I sailed from Sierra Leone
on the 2lst of March. .
On the 26th I found the “ Dolphin,’ American brigantine of war, at anchor

at the settlement of Liberia at Cape Mesurado, with which vessel I communi-

cated, and found her commander absent, therefore did not anchor.
On the 27th I chased a fine ship into New Sestos, a noted slaving place, where

she anchored, and, on boarding, proved to be an American ship belonging to
New York, from the Havana, with a cargo consisting of the articles always
brought for the purchase of slaves, belonging to notorious slave-dealers at the
Havana, one of whom had Janded immediately she anchored and before my boat
could get. on board, who had chartered the vessel at a very high rate, to bring
the cargo to New Sestos and other places on the coast, and to return with cargo
from New Sestos to. the West Indies. I examined the vessel's papers very
strictly, and, not being able to remain to watch her, wrote to Lieutenant Paine,
commanding the United States’ schooner “ Grampus,” to inform him of it, and to
request he would examine her; and also ordered Commander Denman to have
New Sestos well watched, there being between 2000 and 3000 slaves in the
barracoons. .
On the 2nd of April I detained and sent to Sierra Leone a Brazilian brig,

bound to: Lagos with acargo for the purchase of slaves; and, after touching at.
Cape Coast and Accra for and with letters, visited all the slaving places in the
Bight of Benin, and arrived at West Bay, Princes, on the evening of the 29th
ultimo, and sailed again at daylight the next morning, to intercept, if possible, a
slave-vessel reported to be standing to the southward with a cargo of slaves, and,
after an unsuccessful cruize, arrived again at Princes on the 7th instant, to refit
and. copper this sloop’s bottom, and complete wood and water, and found the
“ Viper,” “Harlequin,” and “ Lynx;” the “Lynx” sailed for her cruizing
ground, and the “ Viper,” being refitted as a brigantine, as reported in my let-
ter of the Sth, sailed in company with the “ Harlequin ” and this sloop yesterday
evening to occupy her cruizing ground. The “Harlequin” will proceed this
day to Spithead, pursuant to their Lordships’ order of the 20th of January, 1840,
vid Ascension and Sierra Leone, instead of to the Cape, with the Quarterly
Returns, in consequence of the Commander-in-Chief being ordered to India ;
and I am now on my way to the River Gaboon to present King Denny with the
medal sent out per “ Wanderer.” )
The squadron under my command are, I am happy to inform you, generally

healthy. ;
I have, &c.

(Signed) WILLIAM TUCKER, (4)
_ Commander and Senior Officer.

R. More O'Ferrall, isq.,

Se. Se.
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Fourth Enclosure in No. 250.

Commander Tucker to Rear-Admiral Elliot:

Her Majesty’s ship « Wolverine,”
Sir, Sierra Leone, March 17, 1840.

In obedience to your orders of the 15th and 16th ultimo, I have the
honour to inform you that I arrived at this place on the 2nd instant, and found
the “ Wanderer,” Commander the Hon. J. Denman, from England, had anchored
the day previous, with the “ Saracen,” Lieutenant Hill, from the Casamanga,
Gambia, and Senegal; that on the 3rd the “ Conflict” was surveyed by my
orders of the 2nd, and reported unfit for the service, as per report transmitted
in my letter of the 3rd, No. 110. That in consequence of that report I ordered
her to be removed in-shore to prevent her obstructing the navigation of the
ri er, should she founder, as expected by the surveying officers. That an in-
ventory should be taken of her stores, &c., which, with the vessel, properly
moored, was to be handed over to the charge of the Assistant Commissioner-
General, whom I had directed to take charge of her, and place a steady Krooman
on board, which services were performed by the “ Wanderer.”
On the 4th I ordered the commander of the “ Wanderer” to assume the

duties of senior officer on this division of the station, vice the commander of the
“ Harlequin,” ordered to England by Admiralty order of the 20th of January,
1840, with directions to send the “Saracen” to Portendick to protect the Bri-
tish interests there during the season of the gum trade, as per Admiralty order
of the 10th of May, 1839; Lieutenant Hill having arranged the affair of the
River Casamanea, so far as possible, until the respective Governments have
decided, and reported the examination of a canoe with the slaves, and the seizure
of the schooner “ Senegambia,” as per my letters transmitting copies of the cor-
respondence, Nos. 112 and 113, of the 5th instant, and No. 116, dated the 15th
instant.
On the 6th instant the “ Senegamdia,” detained by the “ Saracen,” as reported

in my letter of the 5th, No. 111, having been condemned in the Vice-Admiralty
Court, was surveyed, and found unfit for Her Majesty’s service, as per reports
of survey annexed, which has been the only vessel condemned since my arrival
that could be sold. With respect to the purchase of one, I have given such
orders to the commander of the “ Wanderer” as will induce him not to delay
that object.
On the 6th’the “ Saracen ”’ sailed, under the orders of Commander the Hon.

Joseph Denman, for Portendick. On the evening of the same day the “ Bo-
netta” arrived from the River Pongos, having detained there a vessel under
American colours, suspected of being Spanish property, and being equipped and
fitted for the Slave Trade, who reported his proceedings as per my letter of the
Oth instant, No. 114.
On the 7th the United States schooner “ Grampus,” Lieutenant Paine, com-

mander, arrived, with whom I entered into a correspondence and agreement, as
reported in my letter of the 12th instant, No. 115,
On the 10th the “ Wanderer” sailed on a cruize, and with orders to Lord

Francis Russell to proceed: to Spithead. On the 14th the French schooner of
war “ La Rachel” arrived, bringing letters from the Governor of Senegal to the
Governor of this place and the senior officer of the naval force here, relating to
the ‘ Senegambia,”’ as reported in my letter of the 6th instant, No. 1138.
Copies of the correspondence between the Governor of Senegal, the commander
of the “ Rachel,” and myself, are transmitted in my letter of the 15th instant,
No. 117.
On the 15th instant the “ Fantéme,’ Commander Butterfield, arrived, by

which opportunity I send you this, the reports, and other despatches which seem
of importance. I hope to be able to sail to-morrow, if not, as soon after as pos-
sible. I am only delayed to complete the reports and copies for the Secretary
of the Admiralty. I send you, attached, the rough draft of a contract for
bullocks and fodder for “ Ascension,” which I found a person here who has the
contract for supplying the navy at present with fresh meat willing to enter into,
and supply bullocks and fodder enough for the passage there, at the rate of 5/.
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per head, to average 200lbs, which, with the fodder included, is 6d. per lb. The
contract can be commenced immediately you may be pleased to approve of it,
and the “ Ascension, is bought and ready to receive them.

I have, &c.
(Signed) WILLIAM TUCKER, (6) —

Rear-Admiral Eltet, | Commander.

&e. Se.
 

FifthEnclosure in No. 250.

Commander Tucker to Rear-Admiral Elliot.

Her Majesty's ship “ Wolverine,” at sea,
Sir, Lat. 4° 3V' N., long. 6° 28 W. April 3, 1840.

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the following French vessels of
war have been fallen in with by me.

“ La Malonne,” brig, Lieutenant Commander Bonet, at Accra ;. “ La Rachel,”
colonial schooner of war, Ensign Court-Coumet, at Sierra Leone.
That the French Commodore Montaignes de la Roque, and lately in the

Bights, and in the River Gaboon, and that “ La Fine,” French brig of war, and
the French brig of war “ La Cigale,’ “La Belette,” “ L’digle ¢Or,” and
‘« 1? Erébe” steamer, French colonial vessels of war, are on the coast of Senega!.

Ihave, &c.
(Signed) WILLIAM TUCKER, (8)

Rear-Admiral Elliot, Commander.
&e.  &e.
 

Sixth Enclosure in No. 250.

Commander Tucker to Rear-Admiral Elhot.

: Her Majesty's ship “‘ Wolverine,” at sea,
Sir, - Lat.4° 49 N., long. 4° 22' W. April 9, 1840.

‘Wriru reference to the 6th clause of the 10th Article of the Treaty of
Spain, of the 28th of June, 1835, I have the honour to inform you that I boarded

- the brig “Freedom,” of Bristol, on the 8th instant, John Farr, master, Richard
and William King, owners, who could not produce the Custom-house certificate
that the owners had entered into a bond that the casks and packs on board were
intended to carry palm-oil.

I have, &c.
(Signed) WILLIAM TUCKER, (6)

Rear-Admiral Eihot, -° Commander.
- &e. &e.
 

Seventh Enclosure in No. 250.

Commander Tucker to Rear-Admiral Elhot.

. Her Majesty's ship “ Wolverine,” at sea,
Sir, Lat. 4° 27 N., long. 2° 13' W. April 11, 1840.

.  Wrra reference to the 6th clause of the 10th Article of the Treaty of
Spain, of the 28th of June, 1835, I have the honour to inform you that I boarded
the brig “ St. George,” belonging to the West African Company, London, on the
10th instant, John White, master, who could not produce the Custom-house cer-
tificate, that the Company had entered into a bond that the casks and packs on
board are intended to contain palm-oil.

I have, &c.
(Signed) WILLIAM TUCKER, (8)

Rear-Admiral Eliot, Commander.
Se. &e.
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Eighth Enclosure in No. 250.

Commander Tucker to Rear-Admiral Elhot.

Her Majesty's ship “« Weolverine,” at sea,

Sir, Lat. 8° 35' N., long. 4° 40° EB. April 23, 1840.

I Have the honour to inform you that I this day boarded, about noon,
the merchant-barque “ Bombay Packet,” of Liverpool, C. and J. B. Horsfall,
owners, Charles Came, master; and I beg to call your attention to the following

- statement, and to request you will be pleased to apply to my Lords Commis-
‘sioners of the Admiralty, to represent to the owners of the said barque the
serious evil attending such proceedings on the part of their master on the sta-
tion (which requires all the attention, forethought, and energy of the com-
manders of the cruizers to suppress the inhuman traffic in slaves), that, by such
wantonness or foolish stubbornness on the part of the said master, Her
Majesty’s ships and vessels may not unnecessarily be taken out of their way,
by which opportunities may be given for slave-vessels to escape.
A little before daylight of this morning a barque was seen on this sloop’s

port or lee-bow, apparently close to, when the course was immediately altered
and sails trimmed for-her. When broad daylight, the ensign and pendant
were hoisted, and a blank cartridge fired from the chase-gun (9lb.). At 5h.
45m, a shot was fired a-head of her, to neither of which was any attention
paid, when all possible sail was made in chase. The wind gradually fell light,
and about 10 a.m. a calm, when I sent Lieutenant Levinge away to board her.
After the boat had left some time the barque hoisted English colours; and
another vesselwas seen from our mast-heads, bearing about south-south-east, and
for which I was prevented making sail—a breeze having in the mean time
sprung up—until the return of the boat. The only excuse that the master
made for not shortening sail was, that he did not know what this vessel was,
although the ensign and pendant were flying, two guns fired, and a look-out
man at each mast-head. The consequence of his conduct was, that this sloop
was taken four points from her course and about twelve miles to leeward, by
which she was. taken away from the vessel seen, now dead to windward, and
from the probability of examining her, in consequence of its being now too late
in the day, P.M.

I cannot conceive, Sir, that any respectable owners of the present day, when
the country is put to such an enormous expense for the suppression of the Slave
Trade, will sanction the masters of their vessels in such foolish conduct as
drawing from their station or course Her Majesty’s cruizers (obliged to board and
examine every vessel strictly), particularly now, as several English vessels are
said to be engaged in the Slave Trade.

 

J have, &e.
(Signed) WILLIAM TUCKER, (0)

Rear-Admiral Elliot, Commander.
&e. &e.

No, 251.

Mr. Fox to Viscount Palmerston.

oO Washington, March 9, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received April 1.)

I REJOICE to inform your Lordship that the long-pending cause of the
African negroes, found on board the Spanish ship “ 4mistad,” was this day
finally decided in favour of the negroes, by a judgment of the Supreme Court of
the United States, now in session at Washington. .
By this decision the negroes are declared to be free men, and all claim against

them, whether on the part of the Spanish Minister, or of the pretented Spanish
owners, is dismissed. ‘The negroes will be immediately set at liberty in the State
of Connecticut, where they have hitherto been detained in custody waiting the
event of the trial.

Ihave the honour herewith to enclose copies of a correspondence upon the
subject of the negroes of the “ Amistad,” which took place between the United
States Secretary of State, Mr. Forsyth, and myself a few weeks since. Fortu-
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nately all further interference in the case on the part of Her Majesty’s autho-
rities, either in America or in Spain, is now rendered unnecessary by the just and |
virtuous decision of the Supreme Court of the United States. .

I have, &c.
(Signed) H. 8. FOX.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e.. &e. &e.
 

First Enclosure in No. 251. |

Mr. Fox to the Hon. John Forsyth.

Sir, Washington, January 20, 1841.

I aM instructed to represent to you that the attention of Her Majesty’s
Government has been seriously directed to the case of certain African negroes,
found on board the Spanish ship “ Amistad,” the same persons whose cause has
been brought before the courts of law of the United States, and for whom a
powerful and humane interest appears to be felt in this country as well as in
England.

It is known to Her Majesty’s Government that these negroes were imported
into Cuba direct from the Coast of Africa, in a Portuguese slave-vessel called the
Tecora, in the summer of 1839; and that.shortly after their arrival they were
purchased as slaves at the Havana, by two Spaniards, of the names of José Ruiz
and Pedro Montez. Ruiz and Montez then placed the negroes on board the
Spanish schooner “ .4mistad,” intending to convey them to another port in
Cuba. It appears that duriug the voyage the negroes, with a view of recovering
their liberty, seized possession of the vessel, put-the master to death, and ordered.
the remaining whites to navigate the vessel to the coast of Africa. ‘The whites,
however, directed their course towards North America, until they were fallen in
with by the United States brig-of-war ‘“‘ Washington,” when the “ Amistad” was
finally brought into the port of New London, in Connecticut. The proceedings
which have taken place subsequently to the arrival of the negroes in the United
States are sufficiently well known to you.
Now, Her Majesty’s Government have to observe, that since the year 1820 it

has become unlawful, according to the law of Spain, to import negroes from
Africa as slaves into the Spanish dominions; and that, as the negroes here
referred to had been newly imported from Africa into Cuba, and could not, by
law, be imported as slaves, they must, in the eye of the law, be considered as
free persons. 7
And Great Britain is also bound to remember, that the law of Spain, which

finally prohibited the Slave Trade throughout the Spanish dominions, from the
date of the 80th ofMay, 1820 (the provisions of which law are contained in the
‘King of Spain’s Royal Cedula of the 19th of December, 1817), was passed in
compliance with a treaty obligation to that effect, by which the Crown of Spain
bound itself to the Crown of Great Britain, and for which a valuable compensa-
tion, in return, was given by Great Britain to Spain ; as may be seen by refer-
ence to the 2nd, 8rd, and 4th articles of a public Treaty concluded between
Great Britain and Spain on the 23rd of September, 1817.
Her Majesty’s Government, therefore, are moved by special and_ peculiar

reasons to take an interest in the fate of these unfortunate Africans, who are

known to have been illegally and feloniously reduced to slavery by subjects of

Spain.
rt is next to be observed, that Great Britain and the United States have mu-

tually engaged themselves to each other, by the 10th article of the Treaty of
Ghent, to use their best endeavours for the entire abolition of the African Slave
Trade. And there can be no doubt of the firm intention of both parties reli-
giously to fulfil the terms of that engagement.
Now, the unfortunate Africans whose case is the subject of the present repre-

sentation have been thrown by accidental circumstances into the hands of the
authorities of the United States; and it may probably depend upon the action
of the United States Government whether these persons shall recover the
freedom to which they are entitled, or whether they shall be reduced to slavery,
in violation of known laws and contracts publicly passed prohibitinga con-
tinuance of the African Slave Trade by Spanish subjects. .
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It is under these circumstances that Her Majesty’s Government anxiously

hope that the President of the United States will find himself empowered
to take such measures in behalf of the aforesaid Africans as shall secure to
them the possession of their liberty, to which, without doubt, they are by law
entitled.

I avail myself, &c.
(Signed) H.S. FOX.

The Hon. John Forsyth,
&e. = Se. &e.

Second Enclosure in No. 251.

The Hon. John Forsyth to Mr. Fox.

Department of State, Washington,
Sir, February 1, 1841.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th
ultimo, in which you state that you are instructed to represent to me that the
attention of Her Majesty’s Government has been seriously directed to the case of
the negroes of the Spanish ship “ Amistad,” with the anxious hope that the
President of the United States will feel himself empowered to take such mea-
sures in their behalf as will secure to them the possession of their liberty.

Viewing this communication as an evidence of the benevolence of Her Ma-
jesty’s Government, under which aspect alone it could be entertained by the
Government of the United States, I proceed, by direction of the President, to
make, in reply, a few observations suggested by the topics of your letter. The
narrative presented therein of the circumstances which brought these negroes to
our shores is satisfactory evidence that Her Majesty’s Government is aware that
their introduction did not proceed from the wishes or directions of the Govern-
ment of the United States. A formal demand having been made by the Spanish
Ministerfor the delivery of the vessel and property, including the negroes on
board, the grounds upon which it is based have become the subject of investiga-
tion before the judicial tribunals of the country, which have not yet pronounced
their final decision thereupon, You must be aware, Sir, that the Executive has
neither the power nor the disposition to control the proceedings of the legal
tribunals when acting within their appropriate jurisdiction.
With regard to other considerations presented by you in behalf of the negroes

of the “ Amistad,” I have to remark that it is not understood that the facts upon
which they are founded are admitted by the Minister of Her Catholic Majesty,
and this Government would with great reluctance erect itself into a tribunal to
investigate such questions between two friendly Sovereigns. If, however, these
facts are established, they cannot be without their force and effect in the proper
time and place. You have doubtless observed, from the correspondence pub-
lished in a Congressional document, that it is the intention of the Spanish
Minster to restore these negroes, should their delivery to his Government be
ordered, to the island of Cuba, whence the vessel in which they were found
sailed; where they will be placed under. the protection of the Government of
Spain. It is there that questions arising under the Spanish laws and the
Treaties of Spain with Great Britain, may be appropriately discussed and de-
cided, and where a full opportunity will be presented to the Government of
Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain to appeal to the Treaty stipulations
applicable to the subject of your letter.

I avail, &c.

Henry S. Fox, Esq., (Signed) J. FORSYTH.
&e. &e

 

No. 252.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fo.

Foreign Office, April 15, 1841.

Circular sending Treaty with the Argentine Confederation. .

_ (See No. 1.)
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No. 253.

Mr. Fox to Viscount Palmerston.

Washington, March 15, 1841.

(Extract.) (Received April 16.)
I HAvE the honour herewith to enclose copies of various correspondence

between Her Majesty’s Consul at Boston and myself, upon the subject of the
American vessel ‘‘ Tigris,” which vessel was detained on the coast of Africa by
one of Her Majesty’s cruizers, and sent into the port of Boston to be delivered
over to the judicial authorities of the United States, charged with a violation of
the United States laws, by engaging in the illicit traffic of slaves.

I also enclose copies of some official correspondence upon the subject of the
same vessel, which passed between the United States Secretary of State, Mr.
Forsyth, and myself, a short time previously to his retirement from office.
The vexatious and vindictive suits at law instituted in the Courts at Boston

against Mr. Jackson, the British officer in charge ofthe detained vessel “ Tigris,”
which form a principal subject of Mr. Grattan’s communications to me, are not
yet terminated. When the decision of the Courts upon these prosecutions has
been pronounced, I shall have the honour of submitting some observations upon
the subject to Her Majesty's Government. __. i
Your Lordship will perceive, that in Mr. Forsyth’s letter to me, herewith

enclosed, dated the 1st of March, a direct demand is: made upon Her Majesty’s
Government to forbid and prevent for the future the detention, by Her Majesty’s
cruisers, of American vessels charged with slave-trading. Mr. Forsyth’s letter
was delivered to me the day before he quitted the Government. I have verbally
informed. his successor in office, Mr. Webster, that I would duly forward the
correspondence to Her Majesty’s Government.

I find, by reference to a letter from Lord Leveson to the Secretary of the
Admiralty, dated February 8, enclosed in your Lordship’s Despatch to me,
marked Slave Trade, of February 9, that, with reference to the case of the
“ Tigris,’Her Majesty's Advocate-General had already reported it to be his
opinion, that Her Majesty’s naval officers should be instructed to abstain from
capturing American vessels engaged in Slave Trade; and that your Lordship
had suggested to the Lords of the Admiralty the expediency of giving instruc-
tions to Her Majesty’s naval officers in conformity with that opinion. I have not
considered this information, incidentally transmitted to me, as sufficient authority
whereon to ground an official answer to Mr. Forsyth’s letter of the Ist of
March; but I shall, in the mean time, probably find some suitable occasion of
informally acquainting the new Government at Washington, that the acts of
which the Americans appear so much inclined, although unreasonably, to com-
plain, are not likely to be repeated.

 

First EnclosureinNo. 253.

Mr, Consul Grattan to Mr. Fox.

. Her Majesty's Consulate, Boston,
Sir, January 18, 1841.

ON the 31st of last month I had the honour of transmitting to you by
post a letter from Lieutenant Matson, of Her Majesty’s brig ‘“ Waterwitch,”
deliveredtome the preceding afternoon by Midshipman Jackson of that ship,
who was sent to this country in charge of the American merchant vessel
“ Tigris,” of the port of Salem, in the State of Massachusetts. Not having
received any acknowledgment of my letter, and being consequently deprived of
the advantage of your advice as to my conduct in this affair, I have acted in it
to the best of my judgment up to this time; but as it now begins to assume a
somewhat complicated aspect, and may involve questions of serious importance,
I must again beg leave to draw your attention to it, and I request you will favour
me with your opinion on the circumstances which have already occurred, and
as to the course which it may be now advisable to pursue.

Crass D.
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The “ Tigris” having been duly delivered into the custody of the District
Court by Mr. Jackson, two examinations of her captain and crew took place
before Judge Davis, the result of which was, that Captain Frye and his mate
were held to bail for appearance for trial in the month of May next, on the de-
mand of the United States’ District Attorney for this State; and Mr. Jackson
is bound in his own recognizance in the sum of 500 dollars, to appear at the
same time as a witness in behalf of the United States’ Government.
The next step taken was the filing of a libel by Mr. Jackson's counsel against

the “ Tigris” and her cargo, on behalf of Lieutenant Matson as the informer,
and a demand of forfeiture of the whole. In this proceeding of civil action the
United States’ Government co-operates, being, in case of success, entitled to
one-half of the proceeds, the other half to go to the informer. The owners of
the vessel have put in an objection to action being admitted on the libel, and the
motion for showing cause is to be argued before Judge Davis, on Monday next,
the 25th instant.
So far the proceedings had advanced, when on Saturday evening last, the

16th, at 6 o’clock, I received a note from Mr. Jackson, informing me that he had
been just then arrested by the deputy-sheriff, on four separate actions of trespass,
brought against him by as many of the sailors of the crew of the “ Tigris,” that
he was in custody of the deputy-sheriff at his office, and requesting to hear from
me. I immediately went to him, and found that the damages in each action
were laid at 1000 dollars, the return of the writs being for the first week in
March, and the cause of complaint, an alleged trespass on the part of Mr. Jack-
sonand eight others not named (but being Lieutenant Matson and sailors of the
“ Waterwitch,”) for having boarded the “ Tigris” off the coast of Africa, taken
the complainants on board the “ Waterwitch,” and subsequently transported
them prisoners to the United States. __
The animus of this proceeding is evident. The action is not brought by the

owners, the only persons aggrieved, supposing the seizure to be anillegalone,
but by sailors, who in no possible way suffered any damage at all. ‘They were
not sent home as prisoners, they were not deprived of their liberty, or wages, or
property of anykind. The sum of 1000 dollars claimed by each is of excessive
amount; and as the legal regulation for bail in such a case requires two sure-
ties, each possessing property in this county of Suffolk to the whole amount
claimed, the consequence intended by the arrest ofMr. Jackson late on Saturday
was, that he should have been immediately put into gaol, to lie there till this day
at least, as it could not be supposed he would be able to find bail for 8000 dollars
at so short a notice, or, indeed, at all, asa stranger in this city, without any
connexion or acquaintance in it to whom he could apply in such acase. The
deputy-sheriff, however, accepted my security for Mr. Jackson’s appearance
at 12 o’clock this day, and I signed bail-bonds for 4000 dollars to that effect.

In the course of Saturday night and yesterday I took legal advice on. the best
mode of proceeding, and the result has been the issuing of a writ of Habeas
Corpus this day, for the purpose of claiming, before a Judge of the Court of
Common Pleas, (whence the writs at the suit of the four seamen have issued,)
a reduction of the amount of bail required, on the ground of the damages laid
being excessive. Until this question of the amount of bail is definitively settled
by the judge, the deputy-sheriff has consented to allow Mr. Jackson to remain
at liberty on my security, he appearing at the.sheriff’s office from day to day.
When the amount of bail is-decided on, he must be committed, unless satisfactory
bail can be procured, and I am not prepared to say that individuals here will be
voluntarily forthcoming for that purpose.

In the mean time, I learn by the papers this morning, that.a second vessel, the
 Seamew,” belonging to the same owners as the “ Tigris,’ Messrs. Brookhouse
and Hunt, of Salem, (who have assuredly beenthe instigators of this . vexatious
‘proceeding against Mr. Jackson,) has been seized.on the coast of Africa by a
British cruiser, and sent to St. Helena.

, ‘T have, &c.
(Signed) - TT. C. GRATTAN.

Hi. S. Fox, Esq, /
Se.  §e.
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Second Enclosure in No. 253.

Mr. Consul Grattan to Mr. Foe.

Her Majesty's Consulate, Boston,

Sir, . January 23, 1841.

I HAVE not yet received an acknowledgment of the receipt of my letter

of December 31, enclosing Lieutenant Matson’s, but I hope that it, as well as my

second letter on the same subject, the affair of the “ Tigris,” dated the 18th

instant, safely reached you.

On Thursday last, the 21st, Mr. Jackson was brought before the Judges of the

Supreme. Court on the writ of habeas corpus, and was, while the case was

argued, arrested by the Deputy Sheriff on four additional writs for actions of

trespass, at the suit of the captain (damages laid at 5000 dollars), the mate

(damages laid at 2000 dollars), and two more of the seamen (damages laid at

1000 dollars each), making altogether eight suits, and a total amount of 13,000

dollars, damages. . .

Seeing the importance of the case, I had previously engaged the Attorney-

General of the State, Mr. Austin, to assist Mr. Hillard (the counsel employed by

Mr. Jackson) in arguing the case; having previously expressed my opinion to

the United States’ District Attorney, Mr. Mills, that he was called upon to claim

the protection of the Court for Mr. Jackson, on the ground of his being detained -

here, solely for the purpose of his giving his testimony as a witness, bound over

in his own recognizance on the part of the United States’ Government in the

criminal prosecution instituted by Mr. Mills against the master and mate of the

« Tigris,’ and entitled to the usual amount per diem paid to witnesses. Mr.

Mills, however, declined, not having, he said, yet received any answer to his

communication to the Attorney-General at Washington, relative to the previous

proceedings, or instructions for his further conduct.

The enclosed report from the “‘ Morning Post ” of yesterday gives an abstract of

the proceedings before the Judges, but does not do justice to the forcible (and it

seemed to almost every one convincing) reasoning of the Attorney-General while

demanding the discharge of Mr. Jackson.

I may also mention that I particularly guarded against any misconception of

the motives for my becoming personally responsible for Mr. Jackson’s appear-

ance yesterday, when the decision of the Court as to the amount of bail was to

be given. I stated that I did so merely in my individual capacity to prevent

Mr. Jackson being sent to gaol, but explained that the British Government were

not to be considered in any way compromised in this transaction, which, as far as

I understand it, is as yet an affair entirely between Lieutenant Matson, com- .

mander of the “ Waterwitch,” the United States’ Government, and the owners of

the “ Tigris.” — a oe

"The decision of the Court was yesterday morning pronounced by Chief Justice

Shaw. It was that Mr. Jackson’s claim for protection as a witness was refused;

and that he was held to bail in two sureties, each for the gross amount of 2500

dollars; that is to say, 4000 on the demand of the captain, 700 on that of the

mate, and 300 each on that of the six sailors. .

I may add that this decision gave great surprise to many of the most respect.

able members of the bar, and to the citizens of Boston generally. A strong

feeling of sympathy is excited for Mr. Jackson. Several gentlemen came forward

to become bail for him, and four signed. the bail-bonds for his appearanceto

answer the decision of the jury before whom the actions for damages may be

tried. . ,

You will perceive the situation in which Mr. Jackson stands, and his claims

for countenanceand protection on the part of the British Government. He has,

as far as 1 can make myself acquainted with the facts, conducted himself through-

out in the most creditable. manner, and is deserving of the strongest recom-.

mendations. oe
The question of the libel against the “ Tigris” will be argued before Judge

Davis in the District Court on Mondaynext, the 26th instant, and Mr. Jackson

will now probably be advised to prosecute the sailor who violently and treache-

rously assaulted and nearly killed him, by a blow on his head from behind, during
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the voyage from the coast of Africa to Salem. It may be remarked, that when
Mr, Matson placed Mr. Jackson and his men on board the “ Tigris”’ to navigate
her to this port, he did not allow them to take any arms whatever, with the ex-
ception of Mr. Jackson’s sword.

I will inform you of the result of the argument on Monday next.
I have, &e.

(Signed) T. C. GRATTAN.
H. S. Fox, Esq.

Se. &e.

 

Third Enclosure in No. 253.

Extractfrom the Boston “ Morning Post” of January 21, 1841.

THe “ Tigris” Arrair.—Habeas Corpus.

Ar twelve o’clock yesterday, Chief Justice Shaw, and Judges Putnam and
Dewey, met in the Supreme Court Lobby, to hear the counsel on the writ of
habeas corpus in behalf of Midshipman Jackson, prize-master of the Salem brig
« Tigris,” and held to bail on civil suits for trespass and false imprisonment by
four of the crew of the “ Zigris,” and also on similar suits brought by Captain
Frye of the “ Tigris,” for 5000 dollars, and Mr. Burnbam, mate, for 2000
dollars. The whole amount of bail demanded is 13,000 dollars. Counsel for
Mr. Jackson, Mr. Austin, Attorney-General, and Mr. Hillard ; for the respond-
ents to the writ of habeas corpus, Messrs. Ward, of Danvers, and Perkins, of
Salem. .

Mr. Hillard opened the argument by stating, in the first place, that Mr. Jack-
son, in acting under the orders of his superior officer, Lieutenant Matson, whom
he was bound to obey, was not responsible, even if a trespass had been committed
upon the officers and crew of the “ Tigris,” but that the British Government
was responsible. Secondly, that the plaintiffs could have suffered no pecuniary
loss by having been brought back to Salem, as there was no authority to show
that they were not fully entitled to their wages for the whole voyage. Thirdly,
if they should ultimately make it appear that they could not recover wages, their.
loss could not possibly be a tenth part of the damages alleged—1000 dollars
a-piece—and therefore the bail demanded was excessive, and such as it was not to
be supposed could be furnished by a young officer of the rank of a midshipman,
whose pay is only 327. per annum, and who is an entire stranger in this country;
and fourthly, that Mr. Jackson is now a resident in this State, under the pro-
tection of the United States’ Court, as a witness, under recognizance to appear
at the next circuit against Captain Frye and mate, on a criminal prosecution.
Further than this, a libel had been filed against the “ Tigris” as a lawful prize,
and a monition had issued, requiring the owners to appear at the District Court,
to show cause, if any, why process on the libel should not issue; and that at the
hearing on said monition, Mr. Jackson must necessarily be a witness.

Mr. Ward, in reply, said that the plaintiffs had suffered great hardships, the
sailors had been seized by a boarding officer and armed force, and imprisoned
on board the “ Waterwitch” ten days, before they were placed under the
custody of Mr. Jackson, who-had still further kept them prisoners on board of
their own vessel for 80 days, -till their arrival at Salem, when they were per-
mitted to go at large. They were, therefore, entitled to redress, beyond the .
mere measure of wages which may have occurred. He said he would admit.
however, that some reduction of bail on their actions might be made. Not so,
however, on the part of the officers, who had, beside imprisonment, in the nature
ofrestraint, suffered indignity by. being deposed of their lawful rank and au-
thority on board of their own vessel. ‘They had also lost the benefit of com-
mercial adventures in which they had lawfully engaged on the coast. The
captain had advanced 3500. dollars to traders there for their produee, which
Lieutenant Matson would not allow him to wait and receive, nor even allow him
to go on shore to make arrangements for the security of the property engaged,
and cause it to be shipped to him in some other vessel. He had only an oppor-
tunity to leave some written directions for the captain of the “ Seamew,” who
was expected to touch at Ambrise, and might have an opportunity to look after
the property he had contracted for ; but by the last news from Africa, it appeared
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that the “ Seamew” had been seized and taken into Sierra Leone by a British

cruiser. True, she had been discharged, but it was not likely that she pro-

ceeded thence to Ambrise, but in all probability made sail for the United States.

It was, therefore, perfectly clear that Captain Frye was exposed to a severe

pecuniary loss by the seizure of the “ Tigris’ and arrest of himself. ‘The mate,

too, had an adventure to the amount of 300 dollars, on which he might reasonably

calculate upon realizing a great profit, but which he was not allowed to take on

board.
With regard to the responsibility of Mr. Jackson, Mr. Ward maintained that

the seizure was illegal, and therefore a trespass by Lieutenant Matson; and

that Mr. Jackson, who acted under his orders, was liable in the same manner as

a deputy-sheriff who makes a seizure upon the authority of the sheriff. If Lieu-

tenant Matson were here, the plaintiff would look to him and not to Mr. Jackson

for damages; but as it was, they.were justified in holding him as the only one of

the co-trespassers within the reach of civil process. If the suits prevailed against

Mr. Jackson, Mr. Ward said he had too high an opinion of the honour of the

other British officers interested with him, to suppose that they would allow bim

to suffer the whole consequences of the seizure. He did not believe that the

British Government would allow him to be a sufferer, through the wrong acts of

his commander, whose orders he had obeyed. Mr. Ward reiterated that the

plaintiffs were compelled by the necessity of the case to proceed against Mr.

Jackson, for it was impossible for them to go to England and prosecute Lieutenant

Matson.
Upon the question of protection as a witness, Mr. Ward said he had great

doubts whether Mr. Jackson came within the rule. When he was arrested he

was here voluntarily, waiting for the furtherance of his own interest in the con-

demnation of the “ Tigris,” at the suit of Lieutenant Matson, and that he would

be entitled to a share of the prize-money; and beyond this he had received no

writ of protection from any Court asa witness, agreeably to the provision of the

Revised Statutes, or even if he were a witness, he was only held on his own

recognizance, and therefore it was entirely voluntary on his own part if he

remained here. He might have returned to England in the British steamer on

the 2nd of January if he saw fit; but he concluded it would be for his interest

to remain and await the result of the judicial proceedings in reference to the

whole matter.  - :
Chief.Justice Shaw and Judge Dewey incidentally remarked that the fact of

being a witness could be proved otherwise than by a writ of protection. The

protection was only an instrument to be exhibited to an officer by a party against

whom he might hold process, and the exhibition of such protection would be a

sufficient protection to the officer against a suit for omitting to arrest such party.

Beyond this the writ had no force; and it was competent tor a witness to prove |

the same in bar of an arrest in various other ways. If a person should obtain

awrit of protection which he wasnot entitled to, it would not avail him if it

- could be proved.
Mr. Austin, in opposition to Mr. Ward, said that there could be no pretence

for vindictive damages in the case, even if a technical trespass had been com-

mitted, and therefore the bail, if any, should only be nominal. Ifthe “ Tigris”

had beenunlawfullyseized by a British cruiser, the United States’ Government

was the proper authority to seek redress of the British Government; andsuch

American citizens as had been injured by the conduct of Lieutenant Matson

- wouldhave just claims upon the United States for indemnity. Utterly unlike

the case of M‘Leod in New York, the case of the “ Tigris” was entirely beyond

the jurisdiction of the State Court. Mr. Jackson had brought. with him his

written orders from his superior officer, who again was to be presumed to be act-

ing under the orders of his Government. The “ Tigris” had been seized and

sent to the United States upon the suspicion that she had -been engaged in the

Slave Trade, an inhuman traffic which the United States had pledged its faith

to endeavour to abolish, and passed solemn laws against the citizens of the

United States engaging in it. Under that law (statute 1800) Mr. Jackson was

sent to this country, as an agent, to assist the United States’ Government to

break up the nefarious trade; and he would have been a fool, and unworthy of

his commission and the respect of all men, if he had returned to his vessel on

the coast of Africa or to England, and ran the risk of not arriving in the United

States in time to be a witness in the Circuit Court in May next.
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Mr. Austin cited a few authorities—Phillips, Dallas, and Term Reports—to
show the extent of protection given to witnesses against arrest on civil pro-
cesses; and concluded by stating, that if Mr. Jackson had not entered into
recognizance before Judge Davis, on the criminal complaint against Captain
Frye and mate, the judge would have the power to keep him in gaol till the trial
in May. He concluded by stating that the plaintiffs might proceed on their suit
and recover judgment against Mr. Jackson without holding him to bail, without
suffering any loss, for, if they recovered ever so large an amount of damages
against him personally, he had no property to answer the judgment.

Chief-Justice Shaw said, if the case could be left in the same position as it
then stood, (that is, if Mr. Deputy-Sheriff Coburn were content to take Mr.
Grattan as responsible for the 13,000 dollars for Mr. Jackson’s appearance), his
colleagues and himself would prefer to postpone the decision till this morning.

This suggestion was adopted by consent of all parties; Mr. Grattan wishing
to be understood as acting in his individual, and not in his official, capacity.

 

Fourth Enclosure in No. 253.

Mr. Fox to Mr. Consul Grattan

(Extract.) Washington, January 26, 1841.
Brine much engaged with other correspondence, I shall do ho more

at this moment than thank you for your three communications upon the sub-ject of the ship “ Tigris,” which I have duly received; the last dated the23rd instant. . You appear to me to have acted quite properly and judiciously
in the business. In afew days’ time I shall address you some further ob-servations in relation to the proceedings at law instituted against Mr. Jackson.In the mean time you will of course not fail to transmit to HerMajesty’s
Government at home, by the earliest opportunity, a detailed account of all
that has occurred; and I should recommend that Mr. Jackson should addressthe same without delay to the department of the Admiralty.

 

Fifth Enclosure in No. 253,

Mr. Consul Graitan to Mr. Foe.

Her Majesty’s Consulate, Boston, —(Extract.) January 29, 1841.
I was this day favoured with your Letter of the 26th instant, and Jshall be very glad to receive your promised communication on this affair ofMr. Jackson and the “ Tigris,” which every day becomes more intricate, and,in my opinion, more important.

The arguments for and against the filing of the libel, and the consequentissuing of process, or a refusal to issue it by the District Court, have occupiedfour daysduring this week. A wide field of discussion has been entered onon questions of international law, personal responsibility, and‘ the construc-tion of the legislative enactments against the Slave Trade by Congress. Igreatly regret that those proceedings before Judge Davis have not been re-ported in any of the papers, for it is impossible for me to give you a satisfac-tory abstract of them. 1 have constantly attended in Court, and taken carethat there should be no mistake or misstatement as to the position of theBritish Government, or the honour and interests of Her Majesty’s officersand seamen in this matter.
The immediate questions on which Judge Davis is to pronounce his deci-sion on Tuesday next, the 2nd of February, are :—
First. Shall Mr. Matson (represented by Mr. Jackson) be allowed to filelibel against the vessel and cargo?
Secondly. In case he be allowed to file the libel, shall he be obliged tostipulate (the technical phrase for finding security) for the respondents’ costs,.which he would be liable-to pay, in case of ultimate failure of the proceedingsinstituted against the “ Tigris” and her cargo?
Thirdly. Shall he be obliged to stipulate for damages, to be proceeded for
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by the respondents (Messrs. Brookhouse and Hunt), in case of failure of the
proceedings instituted against the vessel and cargo?
Most strenuous arguments have been put forward against the first of those

propositions, and in favour of the latter two, by Messrs. Choate and Perkins,
counsel for the owners.
The Attorney-General (Mr. Austin) and Mr. Hillard have ably and elo-

quently pleaded in an opposite sense on behalf of Mr. Matson, the officers and
crew of the “ Waterwitch.”

I cannot anticipate the decision of the Court; but I presume it probable
that Judge Davis will allow the libel to be filed, requiring Mr. Jackson to
stipulate for the respondents’ costs, in case of the failure of proceedings
against them, and which may amount to 500 dollars, more or less.
To grant the respondents’ demand that the informer should stipulate for

damages, unascertained and scarcely to be calculated with anything like pre-
cision, would be to quash the proceedings altogether. Messrs. Brookhouse
and Hunt would, no doubt, lay their damages at an excessive amount, 30,000
or 40,000 dollars perhaps; and Mr. Jackson could not possibly find sureties
here ,to that amount for this object; gentlemen who gave bail for his per-
sonal appearance, feeling that it would have been a disgrace to the city of
Boston had he been allowed to go to prison on the actions so shamefully
brought against him, could not be expected to come forward on this question
of liability to damages claimed by the owners of the vessel, as a consequence
of the libel against her being filed.

T enclose you an extract from a newspaper which was published with the
authority of Judge Putnam, and which bears out the opinion I gave in my
Letter of the 23rd on the decision of the Supreme Court in Mr. Jackson’s

case.
I forward a detailed account of this affair to Her Majesty’s Government,

and Mr. Jackson reports the proceedings to the Admiralty.

Sixth Enclosure in No. 253.

Mr. Consul Grattan to Mr. Fox.

Her Majesty's Consulate, Boston,
Sir, , February 8, 1841.

I uAvz the honour to enclose a report of the decision pronounced by
Judge Davis in the District Court yesterday, on the questions arising out of
the filing of the libel against the “ Tigris,’ the particulars of which were
detailed in my letter of the 29th of January.
You will perceive that the judge not only requires an immediate stipulation

for one thousand dollars, but reserves to himself the right of hereafter insisting
on a further stipulation on the part of the libellant, in case new cause should
appear for damages being demanded to a larger amount.

This is, in fact, admitting the right of the owners of the vessel to insist on
security for whatever damages they can prove themselves to have sustained.
Now there is. no question but that they have sustained loss to a very much
larger amount than one thousand dollars, let the present proceedings turn out
as they may. And if it be ultimately decided that the seizure was a trespass,
and that the measure will not be sustained by the United States’ Government,
considerable damages would certainly be awarded to the owners. It is, there-
fore, not to be expected that Mr. Jackson can find sureties to meet such a con-
tingency; and, as I intimated in my last letter, the proceedings against the
“ Tigris” may be looked upon as quashed, and the. seizors left exposed to the
vindictive attacks of the owners, unless the United States’ Government inter-
poses to give a new colour to the affair.

Mr. Mills told me yesterday that he was still without any communication from
Washington, and I scarcely hope that he will receive directions to interfere fur-
ther before Friday next, the 6th, on which day the libel will be discharged, in
default of Mr. Jackson finding the.required sureties.

, I will only further observe, that even if the libel be discharged from that cause,
it is still open to the United States’ Government to file another cause. And
should the cargo be made away with in the mean time, the vessel is still there
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to afford some compensation to the seizors in the event of a forfeiture, of which
there can be little reasonable doubt should a prosecution go on.

I have, &c.
(Signed) T. C. GRATTAN.

H. 8. Fox, Esq,,
§e. Se.
 

Seventh Enclosure in No. 253.

Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth.

Sir, Washington, February 5, 1842,
Tue. case of the American vessel “ Tigris,” recently carried into the port

of Boston, in Massachusetts, in the care of a British officer and prize crew, and
there delivered over to the judicial authorities of the United States, upon a
charge of having been engaged in the illicit traffic of slaves on the coast of
Africa, has, I believe, been duly brought to the knowledge of the United
States’ Government by the district attorney of the port of Boston. I have now
received from. Mr. Grattan, Her Majesty's Consul at Boston, the following
information. It appears that the district attorney, Mr. Mills, acting in the case
for the United States, did, at the commencement of the business, legally bind
over Mr. Jackson, the British officer in charge, to appear as witness ‘in the
criminal prosecution of the master and mate of the “ Tigris,” for violation of the
Jaws of the United States; thus sanctioning a prima facie case against the
“ Tigris,” and inducing and authorizing Mr. Jackson to file, as he has done, a
libel against the vessel and cargo. But Mr. Mills has sincé desisted from all
farther co-operation in the prosecution, having both refused the request of the
Consul that he should claim the protection of the Court for his own witness,
Mr. Jackson, when arrested at the suit of the very parties he was bound over to
prosecute, and having since declined to take any part in the civil suit, that is to
Say, in filing a libel against the vessel and cargo. Her Majesty’s Consul, and the
legal counsel employed by Mr. Jackson, are apprehensive that this conduct on
the part of the district attorney of the United States, for which they are unable
to account, will risk the failure of the ends of justice, and the loss of the civil
action, which is instituted equally for the benefit of the United States as for that-
of. the captors and informers. One effect of this want of co-operation has
already been, that the owners of the “ Tigris” are endeavouring to bind the British
officer, Mr. Jackson, personally to give security, or, as it is technically expressed,
to “stipulate” for damages to a large amount, in the event of the action failing ;
and this course, it seems, they would not, have been able to pursue if the district
attorney had duly borne his part in forwarding the civil prosecution.

I do not pretend to be accurately acquainted with all the legal points and con-
siderations involved in the question; but asa just and full execution of the
existing laws against the Slave Trade must be the object of all parties, 1 hope
that it may be in the power of the United States’ Government, upon a due
examination of the matter, to give such instructions to the district attorney at
Boston as may cause him to lend a more effectual aid in the prosecution.

I have, &c.
(Signed) H. 8. FOX.

The Hon. J. Forsyth,
&e, §e. &e..

Eighth Enclosure in No, 253.

Mr. Consul Grattan to Mr. Foe.

Her Majesty’s Consulate, Boston,
(Extract.) February 12, 1841.

Tue libel against the “ Tigris” was finally discharged on Saturday, the 6th,
but, in order to gain a little more time to allow the United States’ Government
to act in the affair, notice was that day given in court by counsel that an appeal
against the decision might probably be lodged; and, on that plea, time was
granted until this day before the proceedings would be altogether at an end.
The captain and mate of the “ Tigris” were held to bail by Judge Davis in
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the District Court, for their appearance on a criminal charge, in the amount of .
8000 dollars the first and 1500 dollars the second. Mr. Jackson was held to
bail by the Supreme Court on a charge of trespass, which the Chief-Justice
[Shaw] said could be but a technical one, at the suit of the same captain for
4000 dollars, at that of the mate for 700 dollars, and at the suit of six seamen for
600 dollars each, amounting in all to 6500 dollars. °

 

Ninth Enclosure in No. 253.

Mr. Fox to Mr. Consul Grattan.

(Extract.) Washington, February 15, 1841.
I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a communication which I ad-

dressed to the United States’ Government upon the subject of the conduct of
their District Attorney at Boston, in the affair of the American ship “ Tigris,”
in declining to co-operate with the captors in filing a libel against the vessel and
cargo. I also enclose a copy of Mr. Forsyth’s reply. It would appear from
Mr. Forsyth’s letter that the District Attorney had made hitherto no report to
his Government upon the proceedings in regard to the “ Tigris,” and that the
United States’ Government will now wait for a reply to communications which
they address to the District Attorney, before giving a definitive answer to my
application. I think you will do well to have some further communication with
the District Attorney ; for if he can be induced to recommend to his Government

the course which we desire for the due ends of justice should be followed, and
that the United States’ Government should think fit to instruct him accordingly,
itis not, perhaps, yet toolate to rectify the neglect that has been committed.

 

Tenth Enclosure in No. 253.

Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox.

Departmentof State, Washington,
Sir, February 10, 1841.

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter ofthe 5th
instant, on the subject of ceriain proceedings connected with the case of the
American vessel “ Tigris,” recently carried into the port of Boston, in the care,
‘as you state, of a British officer and prize crew. No information relating thereto
having been communicated to this department, a definitive reply cannot be given
‘to your letter until all the facts have been obtained from the United States’
Attorney in Boston, who will be written to immediately to transmit them. In |
the mean time it is presumed that, in an event so extraordinary as that of a vessel
‘acknowledged to be American brought into an American port in the care of a
British officer and prize crew, any failure to act by the District Attorney must
have been occasioned by an opinion that his official interference was not re-
quired by the obligations of his public duty.

I avail, &c.
(Signed) JOHN FORSYTH.

H.S. For, Esq., —

Se. = &e.
 

Eleventh Enclosure inNo. 253.

Mr. Forsyth to Mr, Fox.

Department of State, Washington,
Sir, March 1, 1841.

. By the direction of the President of the United States I have the honour
to transmit to you a copy of a letter from Mr. Mills, the United States’
Attorney for the District of Massachusetts, on the subject of the “ Tigris,” an
American vessel, brought into the port of Salem, under charge of a British
officer and prize-crew; and to inform you that the explanation of the attorney
isentirely satistactory to the President. You will also receive herewith the

Lass D.
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‘copy of a letter from the commander of Her Britannie Majesty’s brig “ Water-

“witch,” which was delivered to Mr. Mills in Boston. The President has seen
‘from it, with great satisfaction, that Commander Matson, of the “Waterwitch,”
has acted in this matter without instructions from his Government, and upon his
own responsibility only. With due consideration for the motives alleged for this '
extraordinary interference with an American vessel by a British ship of war, it is
considered by the President his indispensable duty to call, through you, the attention
of Her Majesty’s Government to this act of Commander Matson, that it may be

visited with such distinct reprehension as to prevent the repetition of a similar
act by other officers in Her Majesty’s service. The commanders of the ships of
war of the United States on the coast of Africa are instructed not to molest any
foreign vessels, and to prevent any molestation of American vessels by the armed
vessels of any foreign nation. However strong and unchangeable may be the
determination of this Government to punish any citizens of the United States who
violate the laws against the African Slave Trade, it will not permit the exercise of
any authority by foreign armed vessels in the execution of those laws.

I avail myself, &e.

 

(Signed) JOHN FORSYTH.
H. 8. Fox, Esq.,

&e. &e.

Twelfth Enclosure in No. 253.

The Hon. J. Mills to Mr. Forsyth. .

United States’ District Attorney’s Office,
SiR, Boston, February 22, 1841.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter of the 12th instant, enclosing
a copy of a communication recently received from the British Minister, in regard
to my conduct as an officer of the United States in the case of the American
vessel “ Tigris.” ‘The facts in the case are as follows :—
‘On the 30th of December, 1840, I received from the Clerk of the Court of this

district a letter from Lieutenant H. J. Matson, commander of Her Britannic
Majesty's brig “ Waterwitch,” stating that he had detained and sent t' Boston
the American brig “ Tigris.” The original letter is herewith enclosed. The
“ Tigris” was brought into Salem by Midshipman Jackson, and a prize-crew of
eight men. I made a complaint against the officers and crew of the brig,
‘charging them with having knowingly served on board a vessel of the United
‘States, employed in transporting slaves from one port to another. On this com-
plaint a warrant was issued, and the officers and men brought before the District
Judge for examination. The Judge, in the examination, discharged all but the
master and mate of the brig, who were ordered to make their appearance at the
Circuit Court, to be held in May next. The Judge also recognised Mr. Jackson
to appear as a witness at the same. Here the proceedings against the master
and mate rest till the case is brought before the Grand Jury in May. I have
but little expectation that the evidence will be sufficient to convict them on the
trial, should the Grand Jury find a Bill.

In regard to the brig and cargo, it was a grave question whether I should
institute proceedings against them. The vessel was fitted out for a regular
trading voyage to the coast of Africa; and there was not the least ground of
suspicion that the owners intended she should be any way concerned in the
transportation of slaves. And I was then, as ] am now, satisfied, that the
evidence in the case is not sufficient to condemn the brig, and in all probability
would not be, even if a commission were sent to Africa to take the deposition
of witnesses there. With this view of the case, I did not consider it my duty
to file a libel against the brig and cargo. There was another consideration that
probably had some influence on my mind in coming to this conclusion. It was
the manner in which the brig was seized and sent home. I had serious doubts
whether the act would be sanctioned by the President; and if not, the filing of
the libel in behalf of the United States might, in some measure, embarrass the
question.

I cannot say how far my proceeding against the master and mate operated upon.
Mr. Jackson to “ induce him to file his libel ;” but I told him immediately after
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the examination that I should not libel the brig, and gave him my reasons as

above stated. No application, however, was made to me, either by Mr. Jackson,

the British Consul, or their Counsel, to file a libel till after their libel wasfiled

in Court. When it was ascertained that the libellants would be required to sti-

pulate for costs and damages, they applied to me to adopt the proceedings to

relieve them from that embarrassment. This I declined doing, and, as I think,

very properly. The same request was made by their Counsel yesterday; to

which I replied in writing, that I should not filea libel in the case unless I was

directed to do so by the department.
Mr. Fox also complains that the District Attorney has refused to protect his

own witness. A few days subsequent to the examination before theDistrict

Judge, Mr. Jackson was arrested on several writs sued outfrom the State Courts,

in behalf of the officers and men of the “ Tigris.” In the opinion of his Counsel,

the amount of bail required was excessive ; and they sued out a writ of habeas

corpus, also returnable into the State Court, for the purpose of getting Jackson

discharged, or the required amount of bail reduced. On the morning previous

to the discussion of this question, Mr. Grattan called at my office, and requested.

me to protect Mr. Jackson, on the ground that he was under a recognizance as a

witness. I told him that, in my opinion, I had no right to interfere in the business,

and that if I did, it would be unavailing. But I added, ifhe or Mr. Jackson’s

Counsel could suggest any way in which I could protect him, I would do it with

pleasure. I afterwards conversed with his Counsel upon the subject, and I

understood them to concur with me in the opinion I had expressed to the Consul.

This is a brief statement of the facts in the case, and I hope that my conduct will

meet the approbation of the department.
Lam, &c.

(Signed) JOHN MILLS,

The Hon. J. Forsyth, United States’ Attorney.

Se. — &e.

 

‘Thirteenth Enclosure in No. 253.

Commander Matson to the Secretary or Registrar of either of the Circuit Courts
of the United States.

Her Britannic Majesty's Brig “ Wiaterwitch,”

Sir, on » off Angola, October 19, 1840.

LuAve the honour to inform you that I have detained, and sent to Boston,.

the American brig “ Tigris,” under the following circumstances:—

Having received information that she had.a negro slave boy on board under

suspicious circumstances, I boarded her while ‘at anchor off Ambriz, on the 7th

instant, and on my calling on the mate, who was in charge of the vessel, to

account for the boy being there, he stated that he was received at St. Thomas,

and was going with them to America; the master coming on board soon after,

made the same statement, and produced a passport, which was evidently a false

document. Finding that the boy did not understanda single word of either

English or Portuguese, I disbelieved the story, and called on the crew, who all

confirmed the master’s statement. From the Kroomen I learned that he had

lately been taken on board at Benguela; and on my asking the master if that

were not the case, he boldly and confidently denied it. .

1 then placed an officer and six men on board the “ Tigris,” and proceeded

to St. Paul de Loando (Angola) for the purpose of hearing the boy’s statement

through an interpreter. His deposition was taken before the ChiefJudge of the

city of Loando, through the medium of two sworn interpreters, and in the pre-

sence of several British and Portuguese naval officers, an attested copy of which

I beg to enclose (A); by that it appears that he is a native of “ Guilingues,”

near Benguela, from whence he was forcibly taken by the crew of the “ Tigris.”

I then returned to Ambriz, and informed the master that I intended sending his

vessel to America, on which he presented me the enclosed letter (B) ; in conse-

quence of which letter I proceeded to Benguela, and procured the deposition of

Jo%o Maria de Souza e Almeida, as well asattestedcopies of his correspondence

with José de Castro relative to this boy (Enclo. C).

By these documents it appears that Castro sent a Nago slave to Benguela,
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in the “ Tigris,” at which place he now is, a slave of Almeida’s ; and where he
is likely to remain. It further appears that the boy “‘ Hemé” was being trans-
poried in the “ Tigris” from his own country to St. Thomas, in consequence of.
his having been sold to Castro, whose property he now actually is. The reason
for this exchange or barter is known to all who are acquainted with the coast,
viz., that foreign slaves are of much greater value than natives of any neighbour-
ing place, who cannot be trusted at large, and are generally worked in chains to
prevent their going “home” without leave, which is impossible for those who are
brought from a great distance. The ultimate fate.of the boy ‘“‘Hemé” was, of
course, uncertain: had he been sent in the “ Tigris” to America, he might
have been sold there, or he might have returned to St. Thomas; but it is evident
that he would never have returned to his native country.

These, Sir, are my reasons for taking upon myself the responsibility of detain-
ing the “ Tigris ;”’ but, in doing so, I find myself placed in a very delicate posi-
tion, not having any orders or instructions to interfere with vessels belonging to
citizens of the United States, whatever their employment might be; but having
maturely weighed the bearings of this case, I feel it a duty which a British officer
owes to the Government of the United States not to allow a crime, which our
respective Governments have each declared to be piracy, to pass unnoticed. I
have therefore sent the vessel (failing to meet a cruiser of the United States)
to the port from whence she sailed, to be dealt with according to those laws
which have been so glaringly violated.

Thave, &c.
(Signed) H. J. MATSON, -

Lieutenant and Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's
Brig “ Waterwitch.”

 

No. 254.

Mr. Stevenson to Viseount Palmerston.

. 32, Upper Grosvenor Street, April 16, 1841.
My Lorp, Oo . (Received April 17.)

Ir is with unfeigned regret that I have the honour of acquainting your
Lordship that it has been made my duty again to invite the attention of Her
Majesty's Government to the subject of the continued seizure and detention of
American vessels by British cruisers‘on the high seas, and to express the painful
surprise with which the Government of the United States have learned that the
repeated representations which have heretofore been made on the subject have
not only remained without effect in obtaining a favourable decision, but have
“failed to receive the attention which their importance merited. That a series of
such open and unprovoked aggressions as those which have been practised for
the last'two or three years, by Her Majesty’s cruisers, on the vessels and com-
merce of the United States, and which were made the subject of complaint,
would have been permitted to have remained so long undecided, was not to
have been anticipated. On the contrary, my Government had confidently ex-
pected that the justice of the demands which had been made would either have
been’ acknowledgedor denied, or satisfactory reasons for the delay adduced.
This was to have been expected, not less from the justice of Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment than the respect which was due to that of the United States.. Her
Majesty’s Government, however, have not seen fit to adopt this course, but have —
permitted a delay to take place of so marked a characterasnot only to add
greatly to the individual injuries which have been sustained, but to become

_ itself.a fit subject of complaint. It is in this view that I have been specially
instructed to make another appeal to your Lordship, and in- doing so, to accom-
pany it with four additional cases of seizure of American vessels on the African
coast, of a character more violent and aggravated than those which I have before
had the honour of presenting to the notice of Her Majesty’s Government. These
are.the’ cases of the brig “‘ Tigris,” and ship “ Seamew,”ofMassachusetts, and
the barques “ Jones,” and “ William and Franeis,’ of New York.

For the more clear and satisfactory understanding of each particular case, I
beg leave to refer your Lordship to the documents which I have received,
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copies of which I have’ now the honour of transmitting. These papers require
no comment. I shall therefore refrain from troubling your Lordship with a reca-

pitulation of the details which they contain. The only inquiry which I presume it
will be necessary to make will be this,—whether the vessels were the property of

American citizens, under the protection of the flag of the United States, and were
actually seized and detained by Her Majesty’s cruisers. Now, of the national
character of the four vessels, your Lordship will at once perceive that the evidence
is conclusive. ‘They were documented according to the laws of the United States,
as the property of their citizens, and were under the protection of the American
flag at the time of seizure. In the case of the “ Tigris,” she was not only ~
literally captured, but sent with a prize crew, from the coast of Africa to the:
United States, for condemnation, upon the alleged ground ofhaving on board an:
African boy, whom Lieutenant Matson chose to consider as sufficient evidence of
her being engaged in the Slave Trade, and consequently liable to capture and
condemnation. ‘This he admits in a letter addressed by him to the officer of the-
Circuit Court of the United: States, under date of the 19th of October, 1840, a
copy ofwhich will be found amongst the papers transmitted. Now I do not mean
to enter into the discussion of the right of Her Majesty’s officers to enforce the-
existing Treaties for the suppression of the Slave Trade against the vessels and
citizens of the United States on the high seas. The subject has been ‘too re-
peatedly urged upon the consideration of your Lordship and Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment, to render a recapitulation of the arguments either necessary or proper.
The determination of the United States has been distinctly announced that they
could admit no cognizance to be taken by foreign ships, of those belonging to
their citizens, on the ocean, and under their flag, either for the purpose of ascer-
taining whether their papers were genuine or forged, or whether the vessels were
slavers or not. That the admission of any such pretension, would, in effect, be
surrendering the right of search. This opinion, your Lordship will’ find, has
been repeatedly made known to Her Majesty’s Government, not only in the
communications which I have had the honour of addressing to you, but in those
of the Secretary of State to Mr. Fox, Her Majesty’s Minister, and which doubt-
less were communicated by him for the information of his Government. It.
becomes my duty therefore again distinctly to express to your Lordship the fixed
determination of my Government, that their flag is to be the safeguard and pro-
tection to the persons and property ofits citizens, and all under it, and that these
continued aggressions upon the vessels and commerce of the United States can-
not longer be permitted. Nor is there in this course anything which can justly
be considered as at all in conflict with the laws and policy of the United: States
on the subject of the African Slave Trade. In prohibiting, under. the severest
penalties, the participation of their citizens and vessels in that trade, there is no
pretence for the exercise of a right of searchonthe part of foreign nations.. The _
violation of the laws of the United States is a matter exclusively for their own

authorities, and however sincere the desire of their Government may be, as in

truth it is, to punish those of theircitizens. who participatein the trade, it cannot
permit foreign nations to interfere in the enforcement of their penal laws.
Yielding, as the United States readily do, to’other nations the undoubted and
full exercise of their sovereign rights, their own dignity and security require the
vindication of their own. For the abolition of the Slave Trade, the United

States have adopted such measures as were deemed most efficacious and proper.
If they have not been such as Her Majesty’s Government wished to have seen
adopted, it may be cause for regret, but not for intervention. Each nation must

be left to judge for itself; each be the arbiter of its own justice. This, it is
needless to remind your Lordship, is an essential right of sovereignty, which no
independent nation will consent to yield to another. It should also be borne in
mind that in making the Slave Trade piracy, the Government of the United
States have not thereby made it an offence against the law of nations, inasmuch

as one nation cannot increase or limit offences against the public law. Reluctant
then as the United States must always be to take any course which, in the opinion
of Her Majesty’s Government, might have the effect of throwing obstacles in the
way of thetotal abolition of this inhuman anddetestable traffic, it can never con-

sent, even for such a purpose, to allow foreign vessels the right of entering or
searching those of the United States, or violating the freedom of her flag.

I have accordingly been instructed to bring this subject again under your



206 UNITED STATES.

Lordship’s notice, and to express the confident expectation of my Government
that these outrages upon the vessels and property of its citizens, by Her Ma-
jesty’s naval officers, will not only be disavowed by Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, and the individuals concerned in their perpetration punished, but that
ample redress for the injuries sustained will be made with as little delay as
possible. In making this appeal, I need not again remind your Lordship of
the length of time which has elapsed since many of these cases were presented,
or how repeatedly and earnestly they have been pressed upon the considera-
tion of Her Majesty’s Government. It must now be apparent, that neither
the dignity of the Government of the United States, nor the duty which it
owes its citizens, can justify any further delay in their final disposition.
Indeed, such continued and unprovoked aggressions upon the rights and per-
sons of American citizens, so contrary to every principle of common justice
and right, and in violation of all the principles of public law, is becoming a
matter of so much importance as to involve corsiderations of the deepest
interest to both Governments, and cannot fail, if longer delayed, to interrupt
the amicable relations of two countries, which it is so much the desire and
interest of both Governments to cultivate and preserve.

I pray your Lordship to accept assurances of the distinguished consideration
with which

1 have, &c.

(Signed) A. STEVENSON.

The Right Hon. Viseount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
Se. | §e. &e.

 

List of Documents transmitied with Mr, Stevenson's Note to Lord Palmerston,
dated April 16, 1841.

1. Copy of Memorial addressed by Robert Brookhouse and William Hunt,
owners of the “ Tigris” and the “‘ Seamew,” to the Secretary of State, detail-
ing the particulars of the seizure and detention of those vessels. (Enclosure 1.)

Annexed to the same are copies of extracts from a letter received by Ro-
bert Brookhouse and William Hunt, from Captain James Briant, of the ship
“ Seamew,” dated Sierra Leone, November 23, 1840. (Enclosure 2.)

2. (Copy.) Also the Deposition of Isaac Shreve, second officer of the “ Sea-
mew,” detailing the particulars of the seizure and detention of that vessel. (En-
closure 3.)

_ 3. (Copy.) Depositions of Nathan Augustus Frye, master, and Thomas Wil-
liams, one of the seamen of the “ Tigris,” detailing the particulars of the seizure
and detention of that vessel. (Enclosures 4 and 5.)

_ 4. Copy of Letter from Lieutenant Matson, commanding Her Britannic Ma-
jesty’s brig “ Waterwitch,” to “the Secretary or Registrar of either of the
Circuit Courts of the United States,” in reference to the seizure and detention of
the “ Tigris.” (Enclosure 6.) .

5. Copy of Letter from the Consul of the United States at London to the Se-
cretary of State, transmitting four affidavits relative to the case of the barque
“ Jones.” (Enclosures 7, 8, 9, and 10.)

6. Copy of Memorial of the owners of the barque ‘“‘ Jones,” and depositions
of two of the crew, relative to her seizure by Her Britannic Majesty’s brig
“Dolphin.”| (Enclosures 11, 12, and 13.)

7. Copy of Letter from the Consul of the United States at St. Helena to the -
Secretary of State, dated October 21, 1840, transmitting documents marked A to F,
inclusive, relative to the seizure of the barque “ Jones.” (Enclosures 14, 15, 16,
17, 18, and 19,)
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8. Copy of Protest of James Gilbert, master, and Francis W. Sexton, supercargo

of the barque “Jones,” relative to the same, the original documents referred to

being on file in this Legation, marked A to AO, inclusive. (Enclosures 20 and21.)

9. Copy of Statement detailing an occurrence on board the barque “ Wilham

and Francis,” signed “ Peter Flowery,” master of the barque. (Enclosure 22.)

 

First Enclosure in No. 254.

. Memoriat.

To the Honourable John Forsyth, Secretary of State for the United States.

Rosert Brooxuouse and Witi1am Hunt, merchants and native citizens

of Salem, in.the county of Essex and commonwealth of Massachusetts, respect-

fully represent that your memorialists have been extensively engaged in com-~

merce and trade between Salem and the coast of Africa during the last twelve

years. And in conducting and managing their said trade, both in this country

and on the coast of Africa, during all that time, they have in fact transacted,

and, as they believe, they are reputed wherever they are known to have trans-

acted their affairs, in every respect in strict conformity to the laws, customs, and

usages of the United States, and to the laws of nations, and with due regard to _

the honour of their country. Until very lately their vessels have never been

detained or molested anywhere or by any one; butthey have sailed the ocean
and traded on‘ihe coast in the pursuit of their lawful commerce, under the _

security and protection afforded them by the respect heretofore everywhere paid

to the American flag. But within a few months the course of things has

changed, their vessels have been forcibly seized on said coast and in the adjacent

waters, their voyages broken up, the American flag insulted, and the rights of

their sailors disregarded and trampled on by the officers and men of the public

armed cruisers of Great Britain. Your memorialists would further represent,

that on or about the eleventh day of May, a.p. 1840, they fitted out a certain

brig belonging to them, called the “ Tigris,” for a barter voyage to the said.

coast ofAfrica and the adjacent islands, intending and expecting that she would

be absent from six to eight months, and that she would return with as much _

despatch as possible to Salem, her port of departure. They put on board said.

brig an assorted cargo of merchandise, in kind the same as they have heretofore

been in the habit of sending to said coast, and such as it is usual for other Ame-

rican merchants in said trade to send to said coast, dry goods, flour, cotton

goods, &c. The said brig went to sea under charge of Nathan AugustusFrye,

a native citizen of Salem, a man of high character, and well known and respected

for his probity, honesty, and good conduct.. The crew of said brig consisted of

men who are all citizens of said Salem, and most of them have families residing”

there. The two officers are also citizens of Salem, and men of good character

and standing. The brig first went to St. Thomas’s, an island off the coast of

Africa; there she sold and discharged a part of her outward cargo, and purchased

and took on boarda large quantity of coffee. The brig then sailed to Ambriz,

a place on the ‘coast of Africa, and there discharged a part of her outward |

cargo, and took in exchange for it a large amount of ivory. She then went

to Loando, St. Paul’s, to fill up with water, as none could be procured at

Ambriz. After a short stay of a few hours, she next went to Novo Rodondo,

and there a small portion of the outward cargo was discharged, and ivory and

wax taken in exchange. After remaining here a few days, she went to Ben-
guela, andthere discharged a considerable amount of outward cargo, and

took on board a large quantity of ivory. As soon as this business was trans-

acted, the brig returned to Ambriz, where she arrived on her return about
the 6th of October last. Sales were then made at this place of the remainder

of the outward cargo on board, to be delivered and payment to be made in

money immediately, and the brig was then to return forthwith to Salem; but
before this business could be transacted, the brig was boarded and forcibly

seized by an armed party from the British armed brig the “« Waterwitch,”

which arrived at Ambriz about the same time with the “ Tigris.” The “ Tigris”

was boarded first in the absence of Captain Frye, by two of the officers of the

““Waterwitch,” Lieutenant Matson and Midshipman Jackson. ‘They came on
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board the “ Tigris” in a very rude and insolent manner, and went about her
hold and examined the various parts of her without asking permission of any
one. And finally, on leaving the “ Tigris,” they took out of her a small boy,
about fifteen years old} whom Captain Frye had employed on the coast as a
cabin boy, having great need of some one to act in that capacity, and intending
to bring him to Salem. After Captain Frye returned to the “ Tigris,” these
same officers came again from the ‘“‘ Waterwitch” to the “ Tigris,” and boarded
her again, bringing back the cabin-boy. These officers then asked for Cap-
tain Frye’s ship’s papers, which he gave to them; after they had returned
these papers, they went again to the “ Waterwitch,” and soon returned to the
“ Tigris” with a crew of about eight men armed with-pistols and cutlasses, and
some of the men with musketoons, took charge of the “ Tigris,” and told the
captain that they should detain her about seven days. They again demanded the
ship’s papers, which were handed to them, the register, muster-roll, clearance,
and shipping articles. Lieutenant Matson then returned to the “ Waterwitch;”
Midshipman Jackson with his armed party, by terror oftheir weapons, with threats
and much insulting and abusive language, and many oaths, compelled a part of
the crew of the “ Tigris,” all but the captain, two mates, and cook, to go on
board of the “‘ Waterwitch,” the crew of the “ Tigris” all the time remonstrating
against such usage, and against leaving their own ship. Captain Frye told the
commander of the “ Waterwitch,” that he had disposed of the remainder of his
‘outward cargo, and that it was to be landed the next day, and requested that he
might be allowed to discharge it, as many of the things were of a perishable
nature, and take in a quantity of ivory which he had at Ambriz intended to be
brought home in the “ Tigris.’ The commander refused him liberty to do so,
and ordered the midshipman to let nothing go out of the ship or come into it.
In a few days Lieutenant Matson came again to the “ Tigris,” and took away
her log-book. Captain Frye then requested him for leave to go on shore and
settle his business, but this was denied. He next sent a party of men on
board the “ Tigris’ to overhaul her cargo. This was done in a very loose and
careless manner, wasting much of the coffee. The commander suffered a pas-
senger by the name of French to go on shore, having first searched his trunk
throughout. The crew of the “ Tigris” were taken a great distance down the
coast on board the “ Waterwitch,” and after twelve days were returned again
to the “ Tigris.” The “ Tigris” was put under charge of a party of armed
men, called a prize crew, and a British midshipman, and sent home to Salem.
The midshipman in charge, as your memorialists are informed and verily believe,
was entirely incompetent to manage and take care of the brig, by reason of his
habits of intemperance referred to in the affidavits that accompany, during the
whole time of the voyage home. And they are informed and believe that the
habits of the midshipman in this respect were well known to the British Lieute-
nant Matson, when he put him on board to take charge of the “ Tigris.’ The
“ Tigris” had on board a valuable cargo of ivory and coffee, and a large quan-
tity of her outward cargo, as well as the valuable priceless lives of her crew,
who were now prisoners on board. All of these were in constant danger from
the incompetency of the midshipman and his reckless and imprudent conduct,
and that of the crew in charge under him. Neither Captain Frye nor his men
were allowed to take any part in the direction of the brig. The “ Tigris” and
her cargo came into Salem about the 30th of December, where they still remain.
.Her voyage has been nearly ruinous to your memorialists by reason of this
forcible termination of it. And they have ‘suffered, and may still suffer incalcu-
lable injury from this unlawful interception of their enterprise. ‘The log-book
and papers of the “ Tigris” have never yet been returned to them.
Your memorialists would further represent that they are the owners of a cer-

tain ship called the “ Seamew,” and on or about the second day of July, a.p.
1840, they fitted her for a barter voyage to the coast of Africa and the adjacent
islands, in the same manner with the “ Tigris,” and with the same cargo in
kind as before mentioned. She was placed under the charge of James Briant,
of Beverley, in the said county of Essex, a well-known and highly respectable
shipmaster, who has been long in the trade on the coast of Africa. Her firs
and second officers are also very respectable citizens of Salem, and many of her
crew are of the same place. The “ Seamew” went to the Island of St. Thomas,
on the coast, and arrived there about the last of August. She there landed
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part of her outward and took in return cargo. Then she went to the island of

Prince, and there discharged and took in cargo; then she went back to St.

Thomas’s, and remained there a number of days trading; then she sailed for

Ambriz, on the coast of Africa, and there discharged and took in cargo. Just

as she was about leaving Ambriz she was boarded by an officer from the British

brig of war “Persian,” commanded by Captain Queen. The captain of the

« Seamew” was not then on board. The officer inquired of Mr. Babbidge, the

first mate of the “ Seamew,” as to the cargo, and was told by Mr. Babbidge

that she had a cargo of merchandise for trading on the coast, naming to him

the articles; while the officer was there Captain Briant came on board. The

officer asked Captain Briant for tobacco; Captain Briant was unwilling to break

out his cargo for the sale of a small quantity, unless the officer would take all

he had, because he was about going away, and did not wish to be detained

unless he could make a large sale. The officer then said he would send some

men aboard and break it out. for him. He then inquired of Captain Briant

also what cargo he had; Captain Briant named over to him all the articles,

and said that there were about 3000 feet of boards under the cargo, placed

there instead of common dunnage in order to keep the cargo dry. The officer

then returned to the “ Persian ” with his boat’s crew. In the course of three-.

fourths of an hour the same officer returned with 12 or 14 men, armed with

cutlasses and pistols. The officer jumped on deck and ordered his men on

deck without speaking to Captain Briant, and told Captain Briant that he

had taken charge of the ship. Captain Briant asked why he did so? The

officer told Captain Briant to ask him no questions, he was obeying his orders. -

The officer then ordered the crew of the “ Seamew” to go forward, and told

his own mento see that the “ Seamew’s” crew were kept by themselves.

Soon after a boat came with an officer and four men, armed with cutlasses and

pistols, belonging to the above-named brig “ Waterwitch.”” This party also

boarded the “ Seamew.” ‘The whole remained on board, sixteen men and two

officers, all night. The two officers went into the cabin, and there drank and

caroused, and were very noisy until late at night. In the morning another

boat came from the “ Persian,” with a party of men to overhaul the cargo..

They began in the main hold, and turned the cargo out down to the kelson, doing

considerable damage by their imprudent manner of handling the cargo. They

then broke out the after hold, down to the tobacco which lay at the bottom of

the ship; they hoisted out one or two kegs of it, and paid for the same. to

Captain Briant. In stowing back the coffee and cargo again, they did much

damage by their carelessness. While they were stowing the cargo down, the

captain of the “ Persian,” the purser, the master, the boatswain, and the car-

penter came on board. ‘The carpenter went into the cabin and other parts

of the ship, and searched her thoroughly throughout; but as there were no

signs of implements, and never had been, of unlawfal trade on board, none of. ©

course were found or discovered. The crew were then forced to go on board

of the “ Persian,” all excepting the captain, second mate, and cook. A party

of eight armed men, called a prize crew, then came on board the “ Seamew,”

under charge of two officers; one about twenty-three, and the other about

nineteen years of age. Captain Briant was deposed from his authority in the

“ Seamew,” and kept, with the second mate and cook, prisoners on board their

- own vessel. The officer in command of the prize crew drove the second mate

from his berth in the cabin, and threw out his clothing, called him opprobrious

names, and used towards him insolent and abusive language, at the same time

ordering his prize crew to load their pistols and draw their cutlasses to terrify

him, and threatened to put him in irons. The second mate was afterwards

placed on board of the “ Persian,” in room of the first mate, who was returned

to the “Seamew.” Captain Briant showed to the.officers of the “ Persian”

all his papers as soon as they requested, and when they first came on board;

and they afterwards searched his desk and chest, and all his papers, but found

nothing more than he had shown them. They were often asked for the

reason of seizing the “ Seamew,” and they gave none other than that. there

were some boards and spars on board. These spars had been sold to a mer+

chant at Ambriz, to be delivered-and paidfor at Loando, and the boards, of |

which there were about 3000 feet, were put in as dunnage, and intended to

be sold as soon as the cargo was taken off from them. The “ Seamew’s”

Crass D. .



210 UNITED STATES.

crew on board the “‘ Persian” were put on two-thirds allowance, and were
kept in a state of geat hunger for nineteen days. The crew were then put on
shore at St. Helena, and left without any provision made for their sustenance _
or passage home. Two of the crew went from St. Helena to Liverpool, two
to Amsterdam, and the second mate, with three others, have arrived at Salem.
The “ Seamew” started on a voyage intended to be from five to seven months,
and to return immediately to Salem. When captured she had purchased no
articles of merchandise but ivory and coffee, and only about one-half of the
outward cargo had been sold. The “‘ Seamew” was taken to Sierra Leone,
all the papers were taken from the captain, and he was not allowed to go on

_ shore, nor was he allowed to see any one from the shore on board the vessel.
The last your memorialists have heard of the “Seamew” is that she was
under way for St. Helena, probably to be again given up to the captain of her.
What will eventually be the fate of her and her cargo, and her men on board,
it is impossible to conjecture; but at all events your memorialists must suffer
incalculable injury from this forcible interception of their enterprise.

For proof of all the above facts your memorialists beg leave to refer to the
papers and documents which accompany this memorial. And they beg the
immediate attention of the Government of the United States to the wrongs and
injuries which they, in common with others, are suffering in this behalf, which
they are assured are without any law or authority either from this Govern-
ment or any other.
Your memorialists feel the utmost confidence that the Government of this

country, whose laws they have always obeyed, will not see them suffer these
great wrongs without obtaining for them proper redress and indemnity, with-
out providing that the flag of the country shall be everywhere respected, and
the rights of our citizens everywhere acknowledged.

(Signed) ROBERT BROOKHOUSE.
WILLIAM HUNT.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 254.

Extracts from a Letier received by the within-named Robert Brookhouse and
William Huntfrom Captain James Briant, of the ship “ Seamew,” dated
Sierra Leone, November 23, 1840.

“ AmBriz, OCTOBER 23.—Went on board to get under weigh for Loando,
when I was boarded by the English man-of-war brig ‘ Persian.’ He demanded
my papers, which I delivered to him, and told him what I had on board. He
demanded my invoice and bill of lading. I handed them to him, and told him
there was some lumber on board which was omitted by mistake in making of
the invoice, but that I had put it in as soon as I had discovered the mistake.
They went on board the ‘ Persian,’ and returned in half an hour with two
boats and took charge of the ship. The next day they sent men on board and
broke out cargo down to the kelson in main and after hold. In the afternoon
they got the ship under way, and run her alongside of the brig; they then took
out Mr. Babbidge and all my men, with all my papers, and got under way the
next day and put to sea.
“The next day they put my second officer on board the ‘ Persian’ and took

Mr. Babbidge (first mate) on board the ‘ Seamew,’ and gave the officer in
charge orders to proceed to Sierra Leone. He arrived here 16th November.
They have taken all my papers of every description on shore, and overhauled
them, and will not allow me to go on shore, or allow any one to come on board,
so that I am prisoner on board my own ship. If I was allowed to go on shore.I
would protest against these proceedings, and abandon the ship. I understand |
they are getting ready to sail for St. Helena, to give her up to me. My voyage
will be prolonged two or three months by this detention, and I expect all my
plans will be spoiled before I get toa market. Everything is going to wreck on
Woard, and will be more injured in two months by these drunken rascals than—
they would be in twelve months under my charge.”
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Third Enclosure in No. 254.

Deposition of Isaac Shreve.

I, Isaac Sureve, of lawful age, do on oath depose and say that I was second.

officer of the ship “ Seamew,” James Briant master, on her voyage from Salem

to the coast of Africa, and the islands on said coast. We sailed from Salem on

the 2nd day of July, 1840, and arrived at the island of St. Thomas about the

last day of August of the same year; at that port we landed and took in cargo,

and remained there about 13 days, and then sailed for the island of Prince,

and arrived there in two days, and there discharged and took in cargo, and we |

remained there about seven or eight days, and then went back to St. Thomas's,

and arrived there in four days, and remained there 10 or 12 days trading, and

then sailed for Ambriz on the coast of Africa, and we were 19 days on our

passage; there we discharged and took in cargo, and remained there five or six

days ; we hove short about five or six o'clock in the evening, and then sawa |

vessel coming in, and remained until they sent their boat on board; the boat.

came from the British armed brig-of-war “Persian,” commanded by Captain

Queen ; there were four men and one officer in the boat; the captain of the

« Seamew” was not then on board; the officer inquired what we had on board

for a cargo, and Mr. Babbidge, the chief mate, told him that we had a cargo of

merchandise for trading on the coast, and while they were there Captain Briant
came on board. They inquired of the captain if he had any tobacco on board;

he said yes; they said they wished to purchase tobacco, and the captain told
them.that he would not break the hold out for one or two kegs, unless they ©

-would agreeto take the whole he had in the hold, which was 18 kegs; they

then said that they wanted tobacco, and they would send plenty of men on

board to break the hold up and get the tobacco out, so as ‘not to detain the

ship; he then inquired of Captain Briant what his cargo was; Captain Briant

answered as the mate did, and told him the several articles he had, and that he

had a number of feet of boards under the cargo, which was used for dunnage. |

The officer then went into the boat and returned to the “ Persian” with his

boat’s crew, and said he was going to state what he said to his captain. Cap- |

tain Briant told’ him to be as quick as possible, for he did not wish to be

detained. In the course of three quarters of an hour the boat returned with

12 or 14 armed men, and the same officer; they were armed with cutlasses and

pistols. The officer jumped on deck, and ordered his men on deck, without
speaking to the captain; he told Captain Briant then that he had taken charge

of the vessel. Captain Briant asked him for what reason? The officer told him

not to question him, for he was obeying his superior officer's orders. The officer

then ordered the crew of the “ Seamew” to go forward, and ordered his own men

to see that our crew were kept by themselves, and did not do anything at all. In —

about half an hour after the boat of the armed British brig “ Waterwitch” came _
from on board the “ Persian,” and brought four men and one officer belonging to

the “ Waterwitch,” all armed with cutlasses and pistols. The whole remained on

board, 16 men and 2 officers, until the morning. The two. British officers went

into the cabin, and there drank, and smoked, and caroused, and were very noisy

until after eleven o’clock. In the morning another boat came to the ship from

the “Persian,” and brought a party of men to break the cargo. They came on

board, and the officer told them to go into the hold and break out the cargo, and

to be careful and not injure anything. They began at the main hatch, and: broke

the cargo out down to the kelson, in doing which they stove half a dozen barrels

of bread; afterwards they stowed it backinto the main hold, and then they broke

the after hold out down to the tobacco, which was stowed alongside of the kelson.

After they came to the tobacco they hoisted out one or two kegs, I won't be cer-

tain which, and then they paid the captain for it; then they commenced stowing

down the coffee again ; while they were doing it a great number of the bags were

burst; the captain ordered me down to sew the bags, so that it should not be

wasted. While they were stowing it down the captain of the “Persian,” and

the purser, the master, and the carpenter, and the boatswain came on board.

They went on and stowed the after hold, and were throwing it down quite care-

lessly at: last, and seemed not to care whether they stowed it or not. The car-

penter went into the cabin and searched every transom locker, and took things

out which had not been started since the ship was built, even to little pieces of

iron; and in one of the transom lockers they found a pair and a half of handcuffs;
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then he overhauled the bread lockers, and found nothing there but bread. From
there he went into the run with two Kroomen, who came on board with the
crew of the “ Persian; they brought on board six or eight Kroomen in the
whole; they overhauled the run, and searched it to their satisfaction, and could
not find anything. After the carpenter had finished his search they ordered the
« Seamew’s” crew into the boats; the crew seemed to be dissatisfied, and objected
to go. I told the officer that they objected to go. He said it was no use, that
they must go; and then I spoke to the mate and to Captain Briant, and told
them that it was much better to go quiet and peaceable, which they did. The
first mate, Mr. Babbidge, and all the crew went; the captain, myself, and the
cook, were all that remained in the ship. Shortly after a prize crew, commanded
by Mr. Summerfield, the first lieutenant of the ‘‘ Persian,” and the master’s
assistant also came, both of them young men; should think the first lieutenant
might be three or four and twenty years of age, and the master’s assistant. about
nineteen. The prize crew consisted of eight men besides the two officers :. they
were armed with cutlasses, pistols, and muskets, and brought their own provi-
sions and clothing. They then took charge of the vessel, and the other men
belonging to the “ Persian” and “ Waterwitch” went to their respective vessels.
They then got the “ Seamew” under way, keeping the captain, myself, and the
cook on board. They did not permit Captain Briant to have anything to do with
the management of the ship during the passage. We kept in company with the
“Persian” until morning. In the evening I went to the cabin to get a few
cigars out of my chest, and the lieutenant asked me if I lived in the cabin; I
told him “ Yes, sir, I live in the cabin, and have got my things here;” and he
then told me that I could not live there, for there was no room for me. I asked
him where I was to go; he told me I was to go forward and live amongst the
ship’s company. I told him I would not go. That night he turned me out of
the cabin, took all my things and hove them out of the cabin; and that night I
slept in the after hold on top of the coffee, where I took so bad a cold that I was
afterwards sick in St. Helena for several days, and have not got rid of it up to
the present time. The next morning he called me, and told me I was to keep
my watch. I told him I should do no such thing. He said he would make me
do it; I told him that he was not able to make me do it, neither he nor his party.
He then called me a brute, and called all his men aft, and told them to load
their pistols and draw their cutlasses, and keep their eye on me; he then said if
he even caught one of the watch without his pistols loaded he would have him
severely flogged for it. I then told him thatI expected to be treated as a
prisoner, to have prisoner's rights. ‘Then. he said he would give me prisoner's
rights, he would put me in irons, and send me on board the “ Persian.” I told
him that when his captain came on board I would ask his permission to go on
board the “ Persian,” and exchange with Mr. Babbidge, the chief mate.

Shortly after, the captain of the ‘‘ Persian” came on board, and gave me
permission to go on board the “ Persian;” I then took my things into the
boat, and went on board the “ Persian,” and Mr. Babbidge returned to the

ship. Captain Briant seemed to be very much hurt and cast down, by having
his vessel thus forcibly taken from him. .
The only reason they gave for thus seizing our vessel was, that we had some

lumber on board, and some small spars. The spars had been sold to a mer-
chant at Ambriz to be landed at Loando, when the “ Seamew” got there, and

were to be paid for there. The lumber was put in in the room of putting in
common dunnage, and after the cargo was out it was intended to be sold.
They would give no other reason but this for thus seizing the vessel, though
we often asked them what they took us for.

Captain Briant showed them all his papers when they first came on board,
and showed them everything he had, and told them he had been trading on.
the coast a number of years, and that this was the first time he had ever been
asked for his papers by a man‘of-war. They searched his desk, and chest,
and everything, and nothing was found but what he showed them. While
we were in the “ Persian,” we were all put upon two-thirds allowance, I
mean the crew of the “ Seamew”—their own crew had a full allowance. Our
men often came to me, and complained that they were very hungry. We
remained there, on board the “ Persian,” for nineteen days, and then arrived
at St. Helena. When I went on board the “ Persian” we parted company
with the “ Seamew,” which was ordered, as I understood, to Sierra Leone.
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The first night we arrived I asked permission to go on shore with one of the
“«« Seamew’s” crew, to inquire of the Consul what was to be done with us. Mr.

Carrol, the Consul, told us he could not do anything until such time as he
received a letter from the officer of the “ Persian,” to know the reason why

we were taken. The next morning I went on board, and told the officer that
Mr. Carrol would not have anything to do with us unless he would write him
a letter, stating the reason why we were taken. The officer then wrote on a
piece of paper the names of the crew, and stated that he had taken these per-

sons out of the ship “ Secmew,’ which was ordered to Sierra Leone. He
gave me this note, and then turned us all ashore with our things, without

making any provision for us. The captain of the “ Persian” was then on
shore sick. There were seven men and myselfof the crew of the “ Seamew”
thus landed at St. Helena; three of them were quite lads. Two of them left
for Liverpool in an English vessel, with a letter to the American Consul from
Mr. Carrol. Two others left in a fortnight after we arrived, in a Dutch vessel,
bound to Amsterdam: they also carried a letter to the American Consul at

Amsterdam. Myself and three more came in the “ Dartmouth,” a whale
ship, to New Bedford, in one month after we arrived. We sailed from Salem,

expecting to be absent from five and a half to seven months, to trade on the
coast. with her outward cargo, and purchase the articles of merchandise for
sale on the coast of Africa and islands, and thence home to Salem. We had

but about half of our homeward cargo in when we were taken.. We had
purchased no articles of merchandise but ivory and coffee. About half of
our outward cargo remained unsold when the voyage was broken up by the
-capture of the “ Seamew” by the British. Part of these articles were of a
perishable nature.

(Signed) ISAAC SHREVE.
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Essex Sessions, February 3, A.D. 1841.

Subscribed and sworn to before
(Signed) JOHN GLEN KING,

Justice of the Peace.
 

Fourth Enclosure in No. 254.

Depositionof N. A. Frye.

I, Natuan Avcustus Frye, oflawful age, do on oath depose and say that I
was master of the brig “ Tigris” on her late voyage from Salem to the coast of
Africa. She sailed from Salem on the 11th of May, 1840, fur a barter voyage
to the coast of Africa and-the adjacent islands, and arrived at St. Thomas’s the

latter part of July. There I sold a considerable portion of the outward cargo
for coffee, and had taken on board about fifty thousand pounds of it, and lay at

St. Thomas’s eleven days. I then sailed for Ambriz, on the coast of Africa,
and arrived there about the 20th of August, I should think, and there dis-
charged anotherpart of my outward cargo, and took on board a large amount
of ivory, and sailed for the port. of Loando, St. Paul’s, to fill up my water.
Not being able to get any at Ambriz, we lay at Loando twenty-four hours, then.
got under way, and proceeded to Nova Redonda,and discharged there a small
portion of my cargo, taking on board ivory and wax. We lay there three days,

~ and then got under way for Benguela, and arrived there about the Ist of Sep-
tember, and there discharged a considerable. portion of my cargo, and took on

- board a large amount of ivory. After laying twelve days, I got ready for sta,
and proceeded back towards Ambriz.. When abreast of Loando, St. Paul's,

about eight o’clock in the evening, I saw a strange sail to leeward, standing
south ; when she got abeam of me, she tacked, appearing to be in chase of me.
She soon got up into my wake, nearing me very fast. I saw the flash of a
musket from on board the sail, and I hauled up my main-sail, supposing her
to be an English cruiser. Finding that she overhauled me very fast, I kept on
until she got within hailing distance of me. She hailed me, and asked where
I was from, and where bound, what vessels ] had seen on the coast, and if

there had been any new arrivals at Benguela, all of which I answered ; and

in return asked him if he had been into Ambriz, and what vessels were there,

and when he left. He told me he had not been in, but that his boat was in

there the evening before, and that there were two American vessels there.
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By this time he was alongside of me under my lee. I asked him if he was
coming on board, and he said No. I asked him what brig that was, which
not being answered, I, thinking he did not hear me, again asked the question,
and still receiving no answer, I asked him if it was not the “ Brisk?” By
this time he had passed to windward of me ahead, having given me no answer,
He tacked ship to the southward, and I saw no more of him that night. The
next morning at day-light, being about twenty miles to the southward of Am-

briz, saw a launch, which I took to be an English man-of-war launch. It
was nearly calm at the time, and she soon pulled alongside of me; she was
commanded by the gunner of the “ Waterwitch,” who came on board and
asked me the same questions, nearly, as had been asked the evening before by
the vessel which I then spoke, which proved to be the “ Waterwitch,” and
not the “Brisk.” He then left me, and that evening at ten o’clock I anchored
in Ambriz.
The next morning, at ten o’clock, 1 went on shore and made sale of the whole

of my remainder cargo on board. It was to be immediately delivered, and I
was to have my pay in gold money. About 1 p.m. I sawa sail coming from
the southward, and recognized her as the “ Waterwitch,” as she was waiting
there an hour to pick up alaunch. About four she was among the vessels
that were at anchor there, and I noticed that he sent a boat, first to the
“Cypher,” of Salem, and then to my vessel. I was then ashore. At this
time I made a signal to the mate on board to send a boat on shore, wishing to
send off orders to the mate about preparing to discharge the cargo the next
day, not intending to go off myself that night.. When the Kroomen, who
were sent ashore for me, came up to the house where I was, they informed me
that the commander of the man-of-war had taken my cabin-boy out of the
vessel. I immediately went on board myself, and on getting on board of my
vessel, the first officer, Mr. Burnham, told me that they had been boarded in a
very unceremonious manner by two officers from the “ Waterwitch;” they
coming on board, and jumping down into the main hold without asking him
any questions, and that they immediately began asking what this package was,
and what that package was, of those below, and that they went in this manner
all fore and aft of the ship, and that when they came aft they saw the cabin-boy,
and he told them it was the cabin-boy I had taken on board to carry to the
United States. This cabin-boy was taken on board by me at Benguela, for
the purpose of bringing him to the United States with me, it having become
necessary for me to have some one in the cabin, the cook having become in-
temperate and frequently intoxicated, so that I could not trust him in the cabin.
Shortly after my arriving on board the “‘ Waterwitch’s” boat returned, two
officers coming in her, Lieutenant Matson, and a midshipman by the name of
Jackson, bringing the cabin-boy with them. They told me that they had
taken him out of my vessel for the purpose of examining him on board of their
vessel, as they did not understandhislanguage, and, finding that they had no
one on board who could interpret his language, they had brought him back.
They asked me for the ship’s papers; I gave them to them, and they soon
returned them to me, and previously to returning to me they took my clear-
ance, and wrote upon it, that I had got a black boy on board that could not
speak any English. They then left me and returned on board their own vessel,
and in about ten minutes the same officers again returned with an armed crew,
and the commander told me that he should detain my vessel about seven days,
and again demanded my ship’s papers, consisting of register, muster-roll, and
clearance, and shipping articles. He then ordered my own crew to go on
board of the “‘ Waterwitch.” They asked if they should take their chests,
and were told to take only a shift of clothes. Lieutenant Matson then went on
board the ‘‘ Waterwitch,” telling Mr. Jackson to see his orders executed.

- At this time there was an armed party on board of the “ Tigris,” belonging
to the “ Waterwitch,” of from six to eight, with Midshipman Jackson. My
men strongly remonstrated at this time against going, saying that they shipped
in the “ Tigris,” in the United States, to go the voyage, and they meant to go
home inher. The midshipman said to them, that he could force them to go;
my men replied, that they could fight as well as he, and they would not go
unless they received the sanction of their captain first. Then the midshipman
said to them, “ Damn your eyes, I'll force you to go,” at the same time hailing
the ““ Waterwitch,” which lay within speaking distance.
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During this conversation I was aft, and not near enough to hear all that

passed; but I have stated all that I heard. After the midshipman hadhailed,
seeing another boat approaching from the “ Waterwitch,” I went forward
among my men and advised them to go peaceably, telling them that we were

under the guns of an English man-of-war, and completely in their power, and
that they had an armed party.on board, and if we resisted it would be worse
for us. Oneof the men then told me, in the presence of the midshipman, that
he had been called by the midshipman “a bloody son of a bitch,” and he

would have satisfaction. They still, generally, refused to go, saying that they
had shipped under my orders and would not obey any English officer, and that

they knew how it would be; that if they went on board they should be half

starved to death, and put upon tw6-thirds allowance. I told them they should

take the ship’s provisions to last them, and ordered the cook to put them up a
bag of beef and bread, which they did not finally take. The commander of
the “ Waterwitch” having, by this time, returned on board with the second
armed party that the midshipman had hailed for, and told me that there was no

necessity for their taking any provisions, as they should have plenty to eat on
board his vessel, and also told me that they would not be gone more than three

days, the men then consented to go.

At this time I asked the commander if his taking myvessel would prevent

my discharging my cargo, and taking other cargo in. He said, most certainly.

it would. I told him my cargo was all sold, and was to have been landed the
next day, and that a great part of it was of ‘a perishable nature, and that if he

would let me discharge it, I should take on board twice the amount in ivory.

He said no, and ordered the midshipman to let nothing go in or out, and to

let no boat come alongside during his absence; and he gave the ship’s papers

into Mr. Jackson’s charge, and went on board, and sent him.-a letter, which I

suppose to be a letter of instructions. My men at this time went on board the
man-of-war. This left on board myself, my mate, Mr. Burnham, the second

mate, Mr. Henderson, and an American passenger, and the cook.

_ The commander of the “ Waterwitch”atthis time sent provisions and two|

breakers of rum for his men. The “ Waterwitch” then sailed, and in two
days again returned, and the commander, on coming on board the “* Tigris,”

asked for my log-book. I told Mr. Burnham, the mate, under whose charge it
was, to give it to him. Previously to this time, I had told the commander of the
« Waterwitch” that I did not suppose, or admit, that he had any right to ask

me any questions as to my voyage or my papers, or to come on boardmy ship;

. that my register and my flag were all he could have a right to inquire into;
and I doubted whether he had a right to see my register. He made me no

answer. I asked him for leave to go on shore to settle my business, but he
refused to permit me, saying that I could not go ashore myself, or have any-
correspondence with the shore.
Upon his taking the log-book, he told me thathe. was going to send my

vessel to the United States. Upon that I handed himaletter, giving him an

account of my whole transactions, since I left the United States up to that date.
He told the midshipman that he would send a working party on board, to turn

over the whole cargo, and take.an inventory of everything on board, which they
did in a very loose and careless manner, wasting agreat deal of coffee. At
that time they let Mr. French, the passenger, go on shore, having previously ©

searched his chest throughout. The “ Waterwitch” again got under weigh,

telling Mr. Jackson, after he had re-stowed the cargo, to get under weigh

and meet him off Loando. Thenext day but one we got under weigh, and fell

in with the “ Waterwitch” thirty miles from Loando. They pat on board

more rum and provisions, and started for Benguela, telling Mr. Jackson to stand
in to Loando island, and a Portuguese man-of-war would give him water,

which we were then in want of, and then to get under weigh and keep thirty
miles out shore from Loando, and cruising about until he should join her.
They went in and got their water, and cruised as directed for five days. The

“ Waterwitch” then returned, put wood and provisions on board the “ Tigris,”
‘sufficient to last to Ascension, and we were kept lying near her all that day,
the prize-crew of the “ Tigris”. getting their clothing on board from the

“ Waterwitch.” During the five days we were cruising we had no papers on
board the “ Waterwitch,” they having been taken by the commander of the

“ Waterwitch” when he went to Benguela. We kept all that night in com-
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pany of the “ Waterwitch,” and the next day. The last time Lieutenant
Matson came on board, he brought Mr. Jackson with him in astate of intoxi-
cation, which was obvious to all on board. At this time I asked him what
his reasons were for taking us, and he said he wanted to know if we had any
right to have these black boys on board; it was the first thing of the kind that
had ever occurred, and he wanted to try the right of American vessels to have
these boys on board, and now the question would be settled. At the same
time I objected to having rum brought on board, as my own men did not use
it, and my cook had been drunk with their liquor several times. He made no
answer. The same night, at six o’clock, we sailed for the Island of Ascension,
under the command of Midshipman Jackson, our own crew having previously
been brought back from the “ Waterwitch.”

During the passage to Ascension I was in constant apprehension for the
safety of the vessel, crew and cargo, from the daily and gross intoxication of
the midshipman who commanded her. I could say nor do anything to assist
in managing the vessel properly, because, when I attempted it, I was told it
was none of my business, or some answer of that kind.
At Ascension we took in from ten to fifteen tons of stone ballast, and pro-

visions and water to last her men to the United States, and in three days sailed
for Bermuda and the United States. From three days after leaving Ascension,
until we got into latitude of about 20° north, the midshipman continued in a
state of almost constant intoxication, until the rum was thrown overboard. He
hauled to for Bermuda, from latitude 20°, but it was so squally he could not
get in, and then he steered for the United States. When we got on the coast
of the United States, it became necessary, for the safety of the ship, that the
crew of the “ Tigris” should assist in managing her, and they did so, and con-
tinued it until she arrived in Salem. a
The voyage of the “ Tigris” was intended to continue from seven to eleven

months; it was strictly a trading voyage, for the purpose of procuring the pro-
ductions of the coast of Africa and the islands; and my instructions allowed
me to take nothing in exchange for my outward cargo but ivory, coffee, wax,
gum, oil, and money, and these were the only articles taken. The vessel, during
this voyage, was not engaged in any illegal traffic whatever, and there was no
person on board the “ Tigris,” during the whole voyage, who was, or ever had
been, a slave, to my knowledge.

(Signed) N. AUGUSTUS FRYE.

' Commonwealth. of Massachusetts, Essex Sessions, February 3, A.D. 1841.
Subscribed and sworn to before me,

(Signed) JNO. GLEN KING, |
Justice of thePeace.

Fifth Enclosure in No, 254.

Deposition of Thomas Williams.

I, Tuomas Wituams, of lawful age, do on oath depose and declare, thatI was
one of the seamen of the brig “ Tigris,” N. A. Frye master, on her late voyage
from Salem to the Coast of Africa; that I have now had read to me the affidavit
of Captain Frye, before written, and agree generally with his statements, as to
the course and condact of the voyage, the manner in which the brig was taken
by the British armed brig “Waterwitch,” the conduct of the midshipman who
was put in command of the “ Tigris,” and the occurrences generally on her pas-
sage to Salem. SO

While Captain Frye was on shore at Ambriz, Lieutenant Matson and Mid-
shipman Jackson came on board from the “ Waterwitch,” and saying a word or
two to the mate, immediately jumped down into the hold, and began asking what
one thing was, and what another thing was, and then they came on deck and
looked round the decks, and came aft and looked round there, and after asking
the mate, in an insulting manner, where he got the cabin boy from, they took the
cabin boy and carried him on board the “ Waterwitch.” The boat then went on—
shore after the captain, and just about dusk in the evening he came, and then the
same officers came again on boatd the “ Tigris” from the * Waterwitch,” bringing
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the cabin boy with them, as related above by Captain Frye. A short time after-
wards a boat came with a company ofarmed men, and they all came on deck, and our
crew, with some of the crew of the “Cypher,” were singing and amusing ourselves,
and the first word we heard was from Midshipman Jackson, standing in the waste,

«¢ Come, there, bundle into the boats ;” with that we all knocks off singing, and,

says I, “!Bundle into the boats ; what do you mean by that? you a’n'ta going to
bundle any of usinto the boats ;” and then we all jumped up and went aft. With
that he said, ‘‘ Damn you, get into the boat.” The “ Waterwitch’s” boat was
then lying alongside. Says I, “ Don’t damn me;” said he, “ You damned son

of a bitch, I'll make you go,” and by that he ordered his men under arms, and at

ihe same time I saw some of his men loading their muskets, and drawing their

cutlasses, and sounding their pistols. “We said we would not go; that we shipped

to go the voyage from Salem in that vessel, and to Salem back again, and out —
of that vessel we would not be turned. After a good deal of hard language, we
still refusing to go, he threatened to make us go by force, and hailed the “ Water-
witch.” . One of the marines from the “‘ Waterwitch” came and persuaded us to
go on board, saying we should not be hurt. Then Lieutenant Matson, with a
number of armed men, came on board and asked what was the matter, and we up
and told him that we would not be abused, that we had been damned, and cursed,
and threatened to be turned out of our own vessel.

The commander of the “ Waterwitch” said, “ You won’t be detained but two
or three days; I am only just going up to Angola, and you need not take your
chests.” I told him I did not want to go on board the “ Waterwitch,”’ to be put
on short allowance, and he said we should have enough to eat, and fare the same
as the rest did. We then went on board, and took nothing but a shirt and

trowsers, and a bit of tobacco. We went to Loanda and then returned to the
“ Tigris,” and were gone two days. They told us that the “ Tigris” was a
prize, and was going to be sent to America, and they got a prize crewready to
be put on board of her. I went aft on board of the “ Waterwitch,” and asked the
commander when we were going on board our vessel, and he said not yet, and

then says I, “Sir, will you allow us to go on board and get some clothes ?”
© Yes,” he said, “one or two may go, but not all.” Upon that, me and another
man went and got what was sufficient for the whole; and as soon as we had got—
them, Mr. Jackson said, “There, they are hailing from the vessel,” and we were
hurried right on board again, at the same. time they were overhauling the cargo
in the hold, and taking it on deck. At this time there were none of the crew of
the “ Tigris” on board her except the captain, the two mates, the cook, and Mr.
French, a passenger. When we got on board; the commander asked me if I
got what I wanted. I told him I had got.a few things. ‘“ Well,” says he, “1
am only going to keep you about a week, and am going up to windward to
cruise.” We soon found that we were going to Benguela; we went in there
about nine or ten in the morning, staid there about eight hours, during which -
time the commander and doctor went on shore. We then started between four
and five o’clock ; that same night, between about eighit and nine o'clock, I heard the
commander of the ‘‘ Waterwitch ” say to his sailing-master in his cabin, “ Damn-
the brig and her captain too, I wish we had never seen her.” The officer an-
swered, ‘“ You’ve made a bad job.” The commander answered, “As I have
taken her and kept her so long, 1 must send her home ;” and the doctor, or some
one standing by, said, “ We’ve got into bad work.” On Sunday, the day before
we fell in with the “ Tigris,”. after the divisions were mustered, he called the
crew of the “ Tigris” all aft, and told us that he was going to put us on board|
the “ Tigris’ as soon as we saw her, and that we were going to the United
States, and that she was to be sent directly to Salem. Hesaid that he should
give Mr. Jackson a letter to the British Consul at Boston, so that if Mr.
Brookhouse would not pay us our-wages, the British Consul would pay them.
The morning we went on board the “ Tigris,” he told us to say nothing to the
captain about the letter, and what he had been telling us—I mean the letter
which the commander had previously told us he hadreceivedfrom Captain
Frye, in which he said Frye had made some statements against the crew of
the “ Tigris.” After we got on board the “ Tigris,” I went immediately to
Captain Frye, and told him what the commander said about the letter, and
he said it was not true, and he took out a copy of theletter, and read it to me,
and there was nothing of the kind in it. The next day after we fell in with the
‘Tigris,’ and after I went on board her, they brought on board the “ Tigris,”

Lass D.
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from the “ Waterwitch,” the rem and provisions for the prize crew to last them
to Ascension. On that day Mr. Jackson lay on the hen-coop drunk from about
two to about five o’clock. The same night he came on board, and was then
intoxicated, and that night about eight or nine o’clock we made sail. He con-
tinued intoxicated most of the time during the passage, and we felt ourselves in
constant danger from the careless and heedless and imprudent manner in which
the vessel was managed.

I have been on several voyages before to the Coast of Africa in American
and English vessels. The voyage of the “ Tigris,” and the trading at the
different places where she stopped, was, as far as ] knew or saw, exactly like the
trading of all other merchant vessels in which I have been to Africa: I have
known boys to be taken on board the vessels in which I have sailed several times,
on board English as well as American yessels, to do work on board the vessels
whenever they were needed; and have known them carried to England in Eng-
lish vessels to London, and I never before knew or heard of any difficulty or
trouble about it. The boy we had came on board the “* Tigris” as a cabin boy,
in the same way that boys have come on board the other vessels in which I have
sailed, and was as free as any of us on board, and was used as such.
On the 30th day of December we arrived in Salem, where I belong, and where

I have a wife and family. After I got on shore at Salem, Mr. Jackson. met me,
and ordered me to go on board again, as he wanted us. all on board. Says
I, “ No, Sir, ’ve got my foot on Yankee ground here, and glad I am of it, and
Tl not take it off again.”

(Signed) THOMAS WILLIAMS.
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Essex Sessions, February 4, a.p. 1841.

Subscribed and sworn to before me,
(Signed) JOHN GLEN KING,

Justice of the Peace.

 

Sixth Enclosure in No. 204.

Commander Matson to the Secretary or Registrar ofeitherof the Circuit Courts
of the United States.

Her Britannic Majesty's brig “ Waterwitch,”
off Angola, October 19, 1840.

(See Thirteenth Enclosure in No. 253, page 203.)

 

Seventh Enclosure in No. 254.

Mr, Aspinwall to the Hon. John Forsyth.

Consulate ofthe United States,
SiR, London, December, 29, 1840.

I nave the honour to transmit with this letter the affidavits of four native
American seamen—John G. Sleeper, Ransom Harmon, Henry Eastman, and
Benjamin Peabody—which I caused to be taken, on their recently applying here
for relief, in consequence of having been compelled to quit the barque “ Jones”
of New York at the time of her seizure by the British brigantine of war.
“ Dolphin,” at St. Helena,forbeing coursed in the Slave Trade.

The substance of these affidavits is as follows. The barque “ Jones,” owned

by Messrs. Farnham and Fry, of Salem and New York, sailed from Boston the
12th of last March, ostensibly for Montevideo. Her crew signed articles for that
destination; but about three weeks after her course was altered for the Coast. of
Africa, where she subsequently arrived at the port of Ambriz, and after dis-
charging part of her cargo there, went to Loando and back again to Ambriz,
thence on a fresh voyage to St. Helena, with the intention of returning to Ambriz.
About the 9th or 10th of September she was seized by the captain of Her Bri-
tannic Majesty’s brigantine “ Dolphin,” as stated above. :
The proofs relied upon in justification of the seizure, and probably, also, of the

subsequent condemnation at Sierra Leone, appear to have been,—falsified papers,
a Spanish or Portuguese letter descriptive of the character and purpose of the
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voyage, five pairs of slave iroris called shackles, and a quantity of salt fish, such

as is supplied to slaves, found on board the “ Jones” at the time.
As the interposition of our Government may soon be called for, either politically

or judicially, I have thought it my-duty to furnish it with the affidavits in question,

that it might be able to regulate its proceedings by information of the most positive

and authentic character attainable at this moment. —
The four seamen have been furnished with passage.to the United States in the

ship “ Philadelphia” of New York, which left here on the 23rd instant, and

should reach that place about the time the present letter is received. I subjoin a

minute of their places of residence, in case their testimony should be wanted.
I have, &c.

- Signed) THOMAS ASPINWALL.

Address. John G. Sleeper, No. 410, WashingtonStreet, Boston.

Ransom Harmon, No. 19, South Division Street, Buffalo, New

York.
Henry Eastman, Brookfield, Madison Co., New York.
Benjamin Peabody, No. 128, Tremont Street, Boston.
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Eighth Enclosure in No. 254.

Affidavit of John G, Sleeper.

Consulate of the United States of America, London.

I, Thomas Aspinwall, Consul of the United States of America for London, and

the dependencies thereof, do hereby make known and certify to all whom it may

concern, that on the 10th day of. December, in the year of our Lord 1840, John

Gilman Sleeper applied at this office for relief as a destitute American seaman,

and having exhibited a seaman’s protection, numbered 352, issued from the

Custom-house of the district of Boston and Charlestown, dated the 11th day of

March and year aforesaid, thereafter made oath as follows, that-is to say,—

That he is a native of Newington, in the county of Rockingham and State of—

New Hampshire, one of the said United States; that being in Boston, in the

State of Massachusetts, on the 12th day of March aforesaid, he shipped as an

_ American seaman on board the American barque “ Jones” of New York, James

Gilbert master, to proceed in her to Montevideo and a market, and thence to

a port of discharge in said States. That he accordingly sailed in said barque

from Boston aforesaid on the day last above written, and proceeded in her to-

wards said Montevideo with an assorted cargo, the principal part.consisting of
ficur and gunpowder. a . .

That after being at sea about 20 days, it became obvious to this deponent and. .

others, the crew. of the said barque, that her course had been altered, and that

she was proceeding in direction to the northward and eastward; on inquiring

of the mate of said barque the cause of such alteration, was told that the vessel

was on her way to the Coast of Africa. That said barque held on the latter

course, and proceeded to Ambriz on said Coast,where she arrived in June last,

and landed part of her cargo. That he was left ashore at Ambriz as supercargo’s

assistant, and there remained duringfive weeks, when he was ordered to pro-

ceed in her to said Ambriz. That he thence sailed in said barque to St. Helena,

where they arrived about the 24th day of the following month (August). That

after being in St. Helena about a fortnight, said barque “ Jones” was seized by

‘Her Britannic Majesty’s brigantine ‘‘ Dolphin,” on the charge of having false

papers on board, and being concerned in Slave Trade. That he was then taken

on board ¢he said brigantine “ Dolphin,” where he remained about a month, and

then shipped by the advice of the commander of said brigantine in the English

ship “ Java,” Dulhic master, bound to this port: that he sailed in said ship

from St. Helena aforesaid on the 17th day of October last past, and arrived in

this port on ‘the 9th day of December first above written; and this deponent ©

further swears owners of said barque are Messrs. Farnham and Fry of New

York and of Salem, and that Mr. P. S, Farnham, one of said owners, was in the

shipping office at Bostou aforesaid, at the time he, this deponent, signed articles

to proceed to Montevideo, as aforesaid. ‘That he, this deponent, had no

suspicion whatever that the vessel was going to the Coast of Africa until
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he observed the alteration of her course. That while at Ambriz, in his capacity
of supercargo’s assistant, he saw the invoice book of said barque, in which it
appeared that said vessel was: bound to Ambriz, the cargo being consigned to
Farnham W. Fry (brother to‘ said owner Fry), supereargo on board said barque

- & Jones.” That while on board said barque at Loando a Portuguese vessel-of-
war sent an officer on board and demanded to see said barque’s papers, where-
upon said master produced a set of shipping articles which this deponent had
never before seen, and which he observed were headed ‘To Ambriz and
Loando.” That on examination of said barque at St. Helena by the commander
of said brigantine “ Dolphin,” five pairs of shackles, called slave-irons, were
found on board; and this deponent lastly swears, that while on board said
brigantine he was informed by her officers that a letter or letters written in the
Spanish language had been found in said barque addressed to the master
thereof, relating to certain slaves which were to have been received on board by
said master.

(Signed) JOHN G. SLEEPER.

In testimony of all which I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of
the Consulate of the United States in London aforesaid, this 17th day

(L.S.) of December and year aforesaid, and in the sixty-fifth year of the inde-
pendence of the said United States.

(Signed) THO. ASPINWALL.

Ninth Enclosure in No. 254.

Affidavit of Ransom Harmon.

Consulate of the United States of America, London.

1, Thomas Aspinwall, Consul of the United States of America for London
and. the dependencies thereof, do hereby make known and certify to all whom
it may concern, That on the 10th day of December, in the year of. our Lord
1840, Ransom Harmon applied at this office for relief as a destitute American
seaman; and having exhibited a seaman’s protection, numbered 605, issued

from the Custom-house of New Bedford, dated the 16th day of July, 1838,

thereafter made oath as follows: that is to say,—

That he is a native of the town of Clarence, Erie County and State of New

York. That being in Boston in the State of Massachusetts on the 12th day of

March, and year first above written, he shipped as an American seaman on board

the American barque “Jones,” of New York, James Gilbert master, having
signed articles of agreement to proceed in her to Montevideo and a market, and
thence to a port of discharge in said States. That he accordingly sailed in said
barque from Boston aforesaid, on the day last above written, and proceeded in
her towards said Montevideo with an assorted cargo, the principal part consisting

of flour, sea biscuit, and gunpowder, as also about thirty thousand feet of pine
boards. That after being at sea about twenty days, this deponent was informed
by the mate of said barque that her course had been altered by the direction of

said master, and that she was seising for Ambriz on the coast of Africa, where

said ship arrived in June last, and there landed about 30,000 kegs of gunpowder.

That he then proceeded in said barque to Loando, whence (having there remained

during three weeks, and discharged more of her cargo) she returned to said Am-

briz. That he thence sailed in said barque to St. Helena, where they arrived in

the following month, August. That after being in St. Helena about 16 days,

during which time said barque had taken on board several bales of cotton cloth, -
and was about to return to Ambriz, she was seized by Her Britannic Majesty’s
brigantine “ Dolphin,” on the charge of having false papers on board, and being
concerned in the Slave Trade ; and on examination made by the officers of said

brigantine on board said barque “ Jones,” five pairs of fetters, called slave-irons,

were discovered on board, and among the cargo was found two bags of ground
grain called farina, which had been taken on board at Ambriz, and about 20
barrels of salt fish of'a very inferior quality, which had been brought in said
barque from Boston, both of which, as this deponent is informed, are of the qua-
lity used as food for slaves. That this deponent was taken out of said barque,
and provided on board said brigantine during the space of abouta month, when
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he shipped by the advice of the commander of said brigantine in the English ship

« Java,” Dulhic master, bound to this port, and sailed in her on the 17th of

October last past, and arrived in this port on the 9th day of December first above

written, That while on board said brigantine he -was informed by one of her

company who had been present during the examination of said barque “ Jones,”

that a letter written in Spanish had been found on board, by which it appeared

that said master was to convey a number of slaves frem Ambriz to the coast of

Brazil; he, this deponent, likewise heard while on board said brigantine, that the

pine boards or planks found in said barque were for the purpose of forming a

slave deck. And this deponent lastly swears, that he was further informed by

the First-Lieutenant of said brigantine, that two vessels belonging to Messieurs

Farnham and Fry (owners of the barque “ Jones,” as aforesaid) had on a former

occasion been seized on similar suspicion by the same brigantine “ Dolphin,” and

that the name of one of said vessels was the “ Butterfly.”

. (Signed) RANSOM HARMON.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of the

Consulate of the United States in London aforesaid, this 17th day of

(L.S.) December, and year first above written, and in the 65th year of the

Independence of the said United States.
(Signed) THO. ASPINWALL.

 

Tenth Enclosure in No. 254,

Afidavit of Henry Eastman.

Consulate of the United States of America, London.

I Thomas Aspinwall, Consul of the United States of America for London

and the dependencies thereof, do hereby make known and certify, to all whom it

may concern, that on the 11th day of December, in the year of our Lord 1840,

Henry Eastman applied at this office for relief as a destitute American seaman, |

and exhibited his protection, numbered “626,” issued from the Custom-House

of New Bedford, dated the 20th day of July, 1838. And on the 14th day of

December aforesaid, Benjamin Peabody applied at this office under similar cir-

cumstances, and exhibited his protection, numbered “1173,” Charlestown,

dated the 18th day of October, 1838. And thereafter severally made oath as

follows, that is to say,—_
And first this deponent,. Eastman, made oath, that he is .a native of Brook-

field, Madison county and State of New York. The deponent Peabody in like

manner declared, that he is a native of New Bedford, in the State of Massa-

chusetts; and both said deponents further swear, that being in Boston in said —

State, in the month of March, and year first above written, they shipped in the

American barque “Jones,” of New York, James Gilbert master, and signed

articles of agreement to proceed in her to Montevideo and a market, and thence

to a port of discharge in the United States. That they accordingly sailed in

said barque, and proceeded for Montevideo with an assorted cargo, the principal

part consistingof flour and gunpowder. . That after being at sea about 20 days,

said barque’s course was altered, and these deponents were informedby the

chief mate that they were bound to the coast of Africa. That said barque pro-

ceeded to Ambriz on said coast, and arrived there in June, last, and having

landed part of her cargo proceeded to Loando, likewise on said coast, and there

remained about one month. That during said barque’s sojourn there, an officer

from a Portuguese vessel of war, stationed at said Loando, boarded said barque

and demanded to see her papers, whereupon a set of false shipping articles were

produced by said master, who requested these deponents to answer to the names

therein set down. That said barque then proceeded to St. Helena, and arrived

about the latter part of August. That after being in St. Helena about a fort-

night, said barque “Jones” was seized by Her Britannic Majesty’s brigantine

“Dolphin” on the charge of having false papers on board, and being concerned

in the Slave Trade; and on examination, five pairs of shackles, called slave-

irons, were discovered on board said barque. That these deponents were then

taken on board said brigantine, and there remained about a month, and then

shipped, by advice of the commander of said brigantine, in the English ship
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“Java,” Dulhic, bound to this port, where they arrived on the 9th day of De-
cember first above written. And these deponents did lastly swear, that while
on board said brigantine at St. Helena, they were informed that a letter written
in Spanish had been found in said barque, by which it appeared that said Gil-
bert was to have proceeded to Ambriz to receive a number of slaves on board
his said vessel.

(Signed) HENRY EASTMAN.
his

BENJAMIN * PEABODY.
mark.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of the
Consulate of the United States in London aforesaid, this 19th day of

(L.S.) | December, in the year of cur Lord 1840, and in the 65th year of the
Independence of the said United States.

(Signed) THO. ASPINWALL.
 

Eleventh Enclosure in No. 254.

Memorial of Messrs. Farnham and Frye, owners of the barque “ Jones.”

To the Honourable John Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United States.

Putnam J. Farnham, of the city of Salem, in Massachusetts, and JedFrye,
of the city of New York, in the State of New York, merchants and partners in
business,

Respectfully represent that they are the sole and absolute owners of the
barque “ Jones,” a registered vessel of the United States, of about 271 tons
burden, James Gilbert master.

That in the month of March last past, at the port of Boston, in Massachu-
setts, they fitted out their said barque for a voyage to South America, the
coast of Africa, and back to the United States; intending that she should frst
go to the coast of Africa, and after trading there proceed to St. Helena, and
back to Africa, or directly thence to South America, as circumstances might
make expedient. That having laden on board of said barque a valuable cargo
of assorted goods, suited to the trade of the voyage upon which she was des-
tined, and having caused her to be manned and furnished with documents and
papers according to the laws of the United States, she was cleared out and
sailed from said Boston upon the voyage aforesaid, on the 13th day of March,
1840; that in the due and legal prosecution of said voyage, she arrived at —
Ambriz, on the coast of Africa, in the month of June following, and there
having landed some of her cargo, and taken in more cargo, she sailed for
Loando, a port above on the coast, and there also landed and took in cargo,
and thence returned to Ambriz; that in the month of August, in the same
year, in the legal prosecution of said voyage, said barque sailed for St. Helena,
and arrived there the last of the same month.
And your memorialists further represent that after said master had finished

his business at St. Helena, and said barque was ready to proceed upon her
said voyage, she,was with her cargo on board forcibly and against right and
law seized and taken possession of by an armed party from the British national
brigantine of war called the “Dolphin,” Lieutenant Littlehales commander,
acting under the orders of said commander, and the said master of said barque
and his officers and crew forcibly dispossessed of his said barque, and the said
master forbidden to come on board said barque, and threatened with death if
he attempted it, by an armed sentinel from said brig “Dolphin,” stationed on
board said barque, and acting under the orders of the officers of said brig;
that the crew of said harque were sent on board said brig “Dolphin,” and
treated as prisoners, and there put on short allowance, and cruelly plundered
of their clothing and effects; that the hatches of said barque were broken
open, her cargo overhauled, the packages and boxes and ‘casks broken open,
and their contents torn out and scattered about and greatly injured, and said
barque and her cargo treated in every respect like a prize to a piratical and
irresponsible rover; that by means of this illegal and unjust seizure and
plunder, said barque with her said cargo have become and are wholly lost to
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your memorialists, the owners, and their insurers, and the profits of said
voyage lost. .
And your memorialists know no other alleged or pretended causes or rea-

sons for this gross violation of their rights, than the fact that the master of the
said barque did not immediately exhibit to the said commander of said brig
the manifest of his cargo when the same was abruptly demanded of said master
in the streets of St. Helena, on a Saturday night, after the Custom-House was
closed, said master at same time offering to show the same to said commander,
and give him any other information upon the subject, on the Monday morning
following ; and your memorialists have also heard, that to justify the said seizure
the commander and officers of said British brigantine “ Dolphin” have: pre-
tended that they had suspicions that said barque would be engaged in the
Slave Trade upon the said voyage, if she went back to the coast of Africa;
but your memorialists do further most earnestly and confidently state that the
said voyage was conducted by the master and crew of said barque in every
respect according to-the laws of the United States, and the places where said _
barque traded in the course of it, and in strict conformity with the provisions of
all Treaties to which the United States are parties; and that at no place and at ©
no time, on said voyage or any other voyage, were the master or crew of said
barque, or her owners or their agents, concerned or engaged directly or indirectly
in the Slave Trade, or in any other illegal traffic or business whatsoever, but on
the contrary that they or each of them strictly confined themselves on said voyage
to the usual and proper trade in goods and merchandise which. is common and
legal to all merchants and traders.
And your memorialists most respectfully do further represent, that they are

merchants who have been for many years engaged in the trade to the coast of
Africa, and have, they trust, conducted themselves init in a manner to bring no
discredit on themselves as fair and upright traders, or upon the nation to which
they belong; that they feel that the large funds which they have embarked in
this- trade are in imminent danger, if an immediate and effectual interposition on
the part of their Government is not exerted; that standing there as American
citizens and merchants, carrying on an honest and fair branch of the commerce.
of their country, and under its flag and in the confidence of its protection, they
openly take the liberty to express to the Secretary of State their assured hope
that they are not to be abandoned by their rulers to lawless outrage and plunder:
from any foreign nation, under the insulting pretence of a right of search, which
the laws of their country and the spirit of its citizens have ever refused. to con-
cede-in its treaties with foreign nations. _
And your memorialists further represent that the statements assured are fully

supported by the documentary evidence taken at St. Helena, now in the office of
the Secretary of State, and by theaffidavits which accompany this memorial.
They therefore most respectfully and earnestly solicit, that such measures: may

be adopted by the American Government as will procure them redress and
reparation from the Foreign Power by the authority of whose officers they have:
been thus injured and despoiled. ;

(Signed) Pp. J. FARNHAM.
Salem, Fiebruary 4, 1841.

(Signed) JED FRYE.
New York, February 6, 1841.

 

Twelfth Enclosure in No. 254.

Affidavit of Henry Hastman.

I, Henry Eastman, of lawful age, do on oath depose and say, that I belonged
to the barque “Jones,” James Gilbert master, as one of her crew, when she
was taken possession of at St. Helena by the British armed brig the “Dolphin.”
The barque sailed from Boston some time in March, 1840, and arrived. on

the coast of Africa some time in June; and first arrived at the port of Ambriz,
and there landed and took in goods, and went up to Loando, and from there
came back to Ambriz; and after taking in goods for St. Helena, we sailed for
that island and arrived there the last of August, as far as 1 can now recollect.
We traded there, landed bread and flour and other articles, and took on board
ballast; and while we lay there the boat of the “Dolphin” came on board
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several times with an officer—as many as five or six times. The officer went into

the cabin with Mr. Davis, the mate, whenever the boat came, but what passed-

between them I don’t know. The captain was not on board at these times. I

mean to say that this took place before the vessel was seized by the “ Dolphin,”

and while the captain was on shore doing the business of the voyage. The

barque gotall ready for sea; the long-boat was hoisted in, and everything stowed,

when one Sunday a boat came on board from the British brig “ Dolphin,” with

an officer, two marines, and a boat’s crew, all armed with cutlasses and pistols,

and the marines had muskets. They first hoisted the long-boat on one side, and
- took off the main hatches, and took up some of the cargo on to the deck, and

then they opened some of the casks and cases and bales; some of the casks had
crockery in them, and some of the cases shoes—and the bales contained cotton

goods, such as we have to trade with on the coast; they worked nearly all day

on Sunday, and tore the things pretty well up in the hoid; they overhauled all

the ballast, or nearly all, that we took on board at St. Helena. The gunner of

the “ Dolphin” was below, and the lieutenant went down onceinawhile. The

captain came on board and went into the cabin; he did not stay long, and I did
not hear anything that was said by him or to him. The British left an officer
and two marines on board all night; the next day a boat’s crew and two marines
came on board again, and were overhauling her, knocking the boxes to pieces in

the hold, until we were ordered to go on board the ‘Dolphin,” which was after
dinner; and then the officer told us to get everything up and go on board the
* Dolphin,” and we had all our things overhauled as we got on the gangway of
the “Dolphin.” The officers said the man on shore was not a consul, and we
must stop on board, and couldn’t go on shore with our clothes, and that they
had got to take care of us until something was done with the barque. They
kept us on board until the barque sailed, and then we had liberty to go on shore

once in a while; while on board the “Dolphin” we were put on two-thirds
allowance, and that is short enough on board an English vessel. The crew of

the “Dolphin” frequently said they were sure of their prize-money, whether the

barque was condemned as a slaver or not; that it was to be 33/. or 34d.; our

clothes were, many of them, stolen by the crew of the “Dolphin,” and they

carried them on board and sold them; they did not leave me a blanket. We

had part of a, bolt of duck distributed to us to make trousers, which was taken
by them from the cargo of the barque. I knew the duck very well.

There was nothing in this whole voyage of the barque that | saw that looked

like anything but a common trading voyage, and no appearance of trading in

slaves, or anything but the common goods of a voyage to the coast of Africa ;

while we were on board the “Dolphin” her boats went constantly to the barque

both night and day. There was rum brought on board the barque from the

* Dolphin,” and carried into the cabin and used there. The officers of the

“Dolphin” and Mr. Davis, our mate, and the steward then lived in the cabin.

(Signed) HENRY EASTMAN.
Essex Ss., February 2, 1841.

Subscribed and sworn to before me,
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE.

 

Thirteenth Enclosure in No, 254.

Afidavit of Benjamin Peabody.

I, Bensamin Peazopy, of lawful age, do on oath depose and say that I

was one of the crew of the barque “ Jones,” James Gilbert master, at the time
she was forcibly seized and taken possession of by the British armed brigantine
“Dolphin,” Lieut. Littlehales commander ; we sailed from Boston about the

13th day of March last, and arrived at Ambriz, on the coast of Africa, some

time in the latter part of June ; we landed cargo there and took in ivory there,
and then went up the coast to Loando; we landed some cargo and took in some
at Loando, and from there we went back to Ambriz; there we again landed and
took in cargo, and in the month of August I think it was, but can’t tell the day,

we sailed for St. Helena, and arrived there the latter part or very last of August;
we landed the cargo which we brought to land there, and took in ballast and

some bale goods; the captain went on shore and did his business at the Custom-
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house, as is alwaysdone in foreign ports. On Sunday an officer came on board
the barque from the British brig “Dolphin,” with a boat’s crew armed with
pistols and cutlasses, hoisted the long-boat off the hatches, and opened them;
then they went down below, and the mate sent me-on shore with two hands for
the captain to come on board. I went, and the captain came on board; what
passed between him and the officers I don’t know, and he soon after went on
shore again. The men from the British brig afterwards left the barque, but left
behind them an officer, one marine, and two seamen, all armed, who remained
on board all night. In the morning a crew came on board from the British brig
to overhaul the barque, and began to overhaul and take out the cargo of the
barque, and while they were employed in this they sent us on board the “ Dol-
phin” with our things. .
While the British officers were on board, Mr. Davis, the mate, brought me a

paper to sign, about not wanting to go again to the coast, as they said, but I did
not read it, and as the rest signed it I signed it. John Avery, who was a man-
of-war’s man, and said he knew about the laws, told us we should not fare so —
well if we did not sign it. We were kept on board the “ Dolphin,” and were not
allowed to go on board the barque, or on shore until the barque was gone, and
then they allowed us to go on shore. While we were on board the “ Dolphin”
the purser asked us one day what we landed on the coast, and we told him, as
far as we knew, what the goods were we landed, and he wrote it down as I
suppose, but I did not read what he wrote, and we signed it; this is all we
meant to sign, and if he wrote anything else I did not know it, and did not mean
to sign anything more. The crew of the “ Dolphin” went on board the barque
every day, and sometimes several times during the day ; the jolly-boat was going
to and fro almost all the time until the barque went off. I saw Mr. Davis, the
mate, intoxicated two or three times during the voyage, on board, while the
vessel was in port. While we were on board the “ Dolphin’ we were not
allowed to speak to any one but ourselves, and no one that came alongside was
allowed to speak to us or we to them.

I never saw anything on board the barque or any of the officers that looked
like trading in slaves, or in anything else but selling and buying goods.

oe his
(Signed) BENJAMIN % PEABODY.

mark.
Essex Ss., February 2, 1841.

Subscribed and sworn to before me,
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE,

Fourteenth Enclosure in No. 254. -

Mr. W. Carrol to the Honourable J. Forsyth.

United StatesConsulate, Island St. Helena,
HonovurABLE Sir, October 21, 1840.

I po myself the honour to report to you the following occurrence, and to
enclose certain documents thereunto appertaining, and to which I respectfully
beg, Honourable Sir, to call your most serious attention.
On the 24th of August arrived at this Consulate (bringing goods for sale) and

last from the west coast of Africa, the barque “Jones” of New York, under
command of James Gilbert (owners per register being Jed Frye and Putnam
J. Farnham and Co. of New York, and Josiah Spalding of Salem,Massachusetts),

Agreeably to law, the master, immediately after entering his vessel at the
Custom-house, and handing in there a manifest of articles intended for sale here,
and complying with rule, came to the office of this Consulate, and deposited the
register of the “Jones.” — .
By the papers now enclosed you will perceive, Honourable Sir, that this vessel

has ‘been taken possession of by Her Britannic Majesty’s brigantine-of-war
“ Dolphin,” and you will find in the course of perusal that the commander of
that vessel refused to recognise my consular interposition, which circumstance
has, in her case, prevented my carrying out theduties of my office.
From the aspect of this affair, and the “ Jones” having been taken away from

this anchorage without her papers, I have deemed it to be my duty, for my pro-
tection, to retain and preserve them in my keeping at this Consulate until I shall

Crass D. .
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have received your directions as to their disposal, but for which the master pos.
sesses my receipt. ,

I likewise do myself the honour to enclose copy of depositions taken here in
respect. of several of the ‘“ Jones’s” crew having refused proceeding on their
voyage agreeably to their own written contract, and in violation of law, which
persons it would have been my indispensable duty to have sent to the United
States for trial; but pending my further operations in that behalf, the “ Jones” |
was seized by an armed force, and all the crew taken out and carried on board
the “ Dolphin” unsolicited : hence the invasion also of my office, and the preven-

_ tion of my bringing to justice in the United States the guilty party.
The commander of the “ Dolphin” having applied in writing to the master of the

ship “ Ann M‘Kim,” of New York, Joseph Martin master, to take to the United
States the crew of the “Jones,” the same was replied to by him, and then put
into my hands, copies of which I beg likewise to forward for your information,
and to which I crave your notice and your protection to repel the unjustifiable
insinuations therein contained against me by a youthful and inexperienced officer
of subordinate rank. .

I further have the honour of forwarding a correspondence with the Governor
of this island in respect of his non-recognition of my consular powers, which
circumstance has grown out of the present matter, notwithstanding for upwards
of seven and a half years past (as per document likewise enclosed) the local
authorities have recognised and corresponded with me in that capacity, and per-
mitted the American flag to fly.
The United States’ Government will by the present and past occurrences again

see the absolute necessity and pressing expediency (for the effectual protection
of American interests), m case of a repetition of similar acts, of having the
consular power at St. Helena formally and properly recognised, by the direct
orders of Her Britannic Majesty’s Ministers in England.

I have, &c.
The Hon. J. Forsyth, (Signed) W. CARROL,

Se. &e. United States’ Consular Commercial Agent.

 

Fifteenth Enclosure in No. 254.

(A)
Commander Littlehales to Mr. Martin.

Her Britannic Majesty's brigantine of war “ Dolphin,”
Sir, St. Helena, September 28, 1840.

From the report of the boarding officer of the brigantine under my
command, and also from that of an American seaman, who with others are on
board this vessel, I am induced to suppose that you are not aware of. the cir-
cumstances which have led to their being here, and to their seeking in your
vessel a passage to America, their native land.

I have no doubt but that you have been given to understand the men in
question have broken faith and are insubordinate and mutinous, and unworthy
of being received on board your or any other American vessel. Such is not
the case, indeed the contrary is the fact: the men have been broken faith
with, and cajoled; the vessel in which they were, unknown to them, had slave
equipment on board, and was seized as having such whilst at anchor in British
waters, a circumstance which the law of England does not for a moment admit
of; neither does America, by a statute of 15th May, 1820, permit any of her
citizens to be in any way concerned in the Slave Trade, without being guilty
of piracy. oo

I have only to hope that you will not refuse the application of your fellow-
citizens for a passage in your vessel to America, more especially as I under-
stand your complement is not complete. If you do, I shall feel it my duty,
under the circumstances of the case (the men having come to me for protec-
tion and assistance, such having been denied them by Mr. Carrol), to repre-
sent the same, together with other particulars, for the information and con-
sideration of the Government of the United States, whom I am quite sure,
whatever motives may actuate a few individual citizens, have too much the
Spirit of the great Washington to sanction for a moment any of her citizens and
her seamen being oppressed and ill treated in a foreign land, and especially
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the aiding and abetting of such by any person who is nota citizen either by

pirth or naturalization.
T have, &c.

(Signed) ED. LITTLEHALES,
Lieutenant and Commander of Her Britannic Majesty's

brigantine “ Dolphin.”

United States’ Consulate, Island St. Helena.

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original document.

_ (Signed) W. CARROL,
United States’ Consular Commercial Agent. —

 

Sixteenth Enclosure in No. 254.

(B.)
Mr. Martin to Commander Littlehales.

Sir, James’ Town, St. Helena, Sept. 28, 1840.

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date,

just received ; and whilst I beg to assure you I can have nothing to do with the

chief part of the circumstances enumerated therein, I must state to you, that

I must decline giving a passage from this place to the United States, to Ameri-

can citizens, even in distress, unless such be applied for by the Consul of my.

country, notwithstanding the complement of my crew be sufficient, as is the

case in the present instance. Moreover, from what you say, Sir, it would be

unjustifiable in me to countenance, by affording a passage to persons, whom

you say are, by a certain statute, as most likely guilty of piracy. .

In anything relating to American citizens in this place, such must come

through the American Consul, William Carrol, Esq., to whom I have the honour

to refer you. have, &e.

(Signed) J. MARTIN,
Master of Ship “ Ann M‘Kin.”

United States’ Consulate, Island St. Helena.

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original document.

(Signed) W. CARROL,
United States’ Consular Commercial Agent.

Seventeenth Enclosure in No. 254.

(C.)
Affidavit of James Gilbert, Francis W. Sexton, and Clement Hammond.

Depositions taken at the United States’ Consulate at the Island of Saint

Helena, before William Carrol, Consular Commercial Agent of the

United States of America for said Island.

‘Ws, James Gilbert, master of the barque called the “ Jones,” belonging

to the port of New York, in the State of New York, in the United States of

America, and now lying at anchor in the port of the Island of Saint Helena,

Francis W. Sexton, supercargo of the said barque “ Jones,” and Clement

Hammond, master of the barque called the “ Volant,” belonging to the port

of Rochester, in the State of Massachusetts, in the said United States of

America, and now also lying at anchor in the said port of the said Island of

Saint Helena, do on oath solemnly and severally swear to the following facts

as follows :—That is to say, that we and each and every of us went on board

the said barque “ Jones,” in company with the United States’ Consular Com-

mercial Agent, for the purpose of inquiring into a difficulty between said James

Gilbert and the crew of the said barque “Jones,” on Saturday, the 12th day of

September, in the year of our Lord 1840, when he the said James Gilbert

desired Tobias Davis, junior, the chief officer of said barque “ Jones,” to call

the ship’s company aft, which was done. When the men‘so came ait, the

Consul asked the said James Gilbert his difficulty, when the said James Gil-

bert informed him that the crew of the said barque had refused to proceed
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back in the vessel to the West Coast of Africa. The Consul asked the crew
if they had made such refusal, when he was answered by several of them in
the affirmative; the Consul then requested the said James Gilbert to state
where the said barque “Jones” was bound to, and produce the ship’s articles,
which was done. The Consul then showed said articles to them, who asked
each and every of the persons named in the said articles, and then present, to
wit, viz., James Gilbert, Tobias Davis, junior, Benjamin Peabody, William
F. Lander, George A. Potter, Henry Jenkins, John R. Avery, Henry East-
man, Charles Wentworth, Henry Thomas, and Ransom Harmon, if the sig-
natures and marks thereon and therein were theirs, and each of their respec-
tive signatures and marks, to which they and each of them acknowledged in
the affirmative. The Consul then read the said ship’s articles, part of which
are in the following words, to wit, viz.:—‘“ It is agreed between the master
and seamen or mariners of the barque ‘ Jones’ of New York, James Gilbert
master; now in the port of Boston, and bound for Montevideo, or other ports
between the line of latitude of 36° south, and back to her port of discharge in
the United States.” He then requested the said James Gilbert to produce
the chart of the west coast of Africa, which request was immediately com-
plied with. The chart was opened, and shown to the ship’s company, by the
said James Gilbert, and the ports of Ambriz and Loando on the said west
coast of Africa, and the port of Rio de Janeiro on the coast of Brazils, were
pointed out; the said James Gilbert then showed, by a pair of dividers, that
the said ports of Ambriz, Loando, and Rio de Janeiro were not so far south
as the thirty-sixth degree of latitude: of this the Consul requested the crew to
then satisfy themselves, which they did. The crew were told by the Consul
that those and every of those who were willing to abide by their said contract
to go on the starboard side of the deck, and those and every of those who
were unwilling and denied to abide by their said contract to go on the larboard
side of the deck, upon which the following persons, to wit, viz., Benjamin
Peabody, William F. Lander, and George A. Potter, went on the starboard
side of the deck, and the following persons, to wit, viz., Henry Jenkins, John
R. Avery, Henry Eastman, Charles Wentworth, Henry Thomas, and Ransom
Harmon, went on the larboard side of the deck. That the chief officer,
Tobias Davis, junior, not going on either side, was asked by the Consul which
side he intended to take, when the said Tobias Davis said he wished to know
if fresh ship’s articles were to be entered into; and wanted further to know
where the said barque ‘“Jones” was bound to; the said James Gilbert replied
she was bound to Ambriz, Loando, and Rio de Janeiro. The Consul then
said to him, that if he was unwillingto conform to his contract, as expressed
in the said ship’s articles, to go on the starboard side of the deck; the said
Tobias Davis then standing about midway between the starboard and larboard
sides of said deck of said barque “ Jones,” presently the said Tobias said,
“ You see I am on the starboard side.” Those persons then on the larboard
side of the deck were all and every of them asked by the Consul if they
refused to comply and abide by their said written contract by proceeding in
said barque “Jones” to ports between the line of latitude of 35° south and
back to her port of discharge in United States, when they unitedly and indivi-
dually said they would not go back to the west coast of Africa ; they then further
said as follows: to wit, Henry Jenkins said he did not ship to go to Africa, that
he shipped to go to Montevideo and Rio de Janeiro, and that he had no other
reason for denying to go back to Africa. John R. Avery said he did not read
the ship’s articles at the time of signing, that he was told by Mr. Farnham and
Mr. Titcomb that the “ Jones” was bound to Montevideo, that she was to
trade along the coast of South America, and would not be from home more than
eight months; that he always heard the coast of Africa was sickly, that he did.
not wish to go there on that account, and that he had no other reason. Henry
Eastman said he did not ship to go to the coast of Africa, that he shipped to
go to Montevideo, that it is sickly on the coast of Africa, that he was unwell
there, that he was below deck there for two or three days sick, and that he did
not want to be from home as long as the voyage would be, that he did not want
to go back to Africa, and that he had no other reason. Charles Wentworth
said he did not ship to go to the coast of Africa, that he shipped to go to
Montevideo, that the coast of Africa is sickly, that he was unwell there, and
that he had no other reason. Henry Thomas said he asked the owner in the
United States where the “ Jones”? was going to, that Mr. Farnham (the owner)
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said she was bound to Montevideo, and that her voyage would not exceed

eight months, that he had no fault to find with the vessel, master, or officers,

and that he had no other reason. Ransom Harmon said he did not ship to go

to Africa, that he was sick there four days, that Mr. Farnham told him the

« Jones” was bound to Montevideo, and would be gone only eight months,

and that he had no other reason.
That upon the foregoing reasons being given by the persons aforesaid, the

Consul twice read to them the law of the United States in respect of combina-

tion, refusal, or neglect of duty, and they were advised by him to comply with

their said written contract, and that he would give them half an hour to consider

the matter, and to make up their minds. The Consul waited for three-quarters —

of an hour in the cabin of said barque “ Jones” in our presence, at the expira-

tion of which time, he, with us, the said James Gilbert, Francis W. Sexton, and

Clement Hammond went upon deck, when said crew were againcalled. and had

aft, whereupon they, the said Henry Jenkins, John R. Avery, Henry Eastman,

Charles Wentworth, Henry Thomas, and Ransom Harmon, declared it to be

their determination not to go to the ports of Ambriz and Loando, on the west

coast of Africa aforesaid. ‘The Consul stated to them, that whatever they might

have been told in the United States, or whatever they might have un derstood

there in respect of any other port to which the “ Jones” was said to have been

bound, that their written contract to proceed to ports between the line of latitude .

of thirty-six south, and back to the “ Jones’s” port of discharge in the United

States (in which were included Ambriz and Loando, agreeably to the chart

before-named), was much more binding upon them. The Consul repeatedly

advised them to abide by their said contract, and go to Ambriz, Loando, Rio de

Janeiro, and back to the United States of America, these being the places and

no other to ‘which the said James Gilbert declared the barque “ Jones” to be

bound, all which proved unavailing. That the said James Gilbert then proposed

to the said men to carry the barque “ Jones’ to Ambriz only, stating that the

said barque would remain there for only a few days, but to this proposition they

would not yield their assent. That the said James Gilbert stated to the crew

that the said barque “ Jones” had been ready for two days last past for sea,

and that the present difficulty was the cause of the delay. That finding that

the matter in question could not be settled, and every effort to bring the crew

to a reasonable understanding unavailing, we, the said James Gilbert, Francis

W. Sexton, and Clement Hammond, with the Consul, returned from the barque

« Jones” to the shore.
(Signed) JAMES GILBERT.

FRANCIS W. SEXTON.

CLEMENT HAMMOND

Sworn before me, this 12th day of September, in the year 1840,

(Signed) Ww. CARROL,

United States’ Consular Commercial Agent.

United States’ Consulate,
, Island St. Helena, October ‘, 1840.

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original document.
(Signed) © W. CARROL,

United States’ Consular Commercial Agent.

 

Eighteenth Enclosure in No. 254.

(D.)
Mr. WP. Carrol to Mr. W. H. Seale.

United States’ Consulate,

Sir, Island St. Helena, September 22, 1840.

I wave the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated 18th

instant, in answer to mine of the 17th, addressed (through you as the organ of

Government) to his Excellency the Governor of this island, in respect of the

detention and seizure, by Lieutenant E. Littlehales, commanding Her Britannic

Majesty’s brigantine “ Dolphin,” of the American barque “Jones,” of New

York, commanded by James Gilbert, whilst the barque lay at anchor in these

roads, under the protection of the laws and power of this place.
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Having, as above, addressed his Excellency in my official capacity, and find-
ing by your said answer that-you have not addressed me as the “Consular
Commercial Agent for the United States of America,” I consider it to be due
from me to the Government of that country, which has confided to me this high
and honourable appointment, to respectfully ask of his Excellency, through you,
the reason why you have not directed your said communication to me, with that
address to which I feel myself entitled, from the perfect documents I hold from
the President of the United States, as well as from the fact of my recognition in
that office by the English East India Company in February, 1833, as well as the
present Government here of Her Britannic Majesty, at the transfer of this island
to the crown of Great Britain, and from thence to the present time.

I request to assure his Excellency, that the present communication is offered
in no other view than that of duty towards the Government of the United States,
and the most profound respect towards the authorities.of this island, acting under
the British Government.

T have, &c.
(Signed) W. CARROL,

Consular Commercial Agentfor the United States of America.

United States’ Consulate, Island St. Helena.
I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original document.

(Signed) W. CARROL,
United States’ Consular Commercial Agent.
 

Nineteenth Enclosure in No. 254.

(E)
Mr. FW. A. Seale to Mr. Carrol.

Srr, St. Helena, Colonial Secretary's Office, September 23, 1840.
In reply to your letter of yesterday, requiring to know why you were

not addressed, in my letter to you, in the capacity of “ Consular Commercial
Agent for the United States of America,” I have the honour to inform you, that
having submitted your letter for the consideration of his Excellency the Go-
vernor, I am directed by his Excellency to state, that although he is perfectly
satisfied with your credentials from the United States’ Government, appointing
you to that office, yet as his Excellency has received no instructions from
Her Majesty’s Government (which is usual in such cases) accrediting you to
this colony, his Excellency cannot officially admit your recognition without
that authority.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) WM. HY. SEALE, C.S.

United States’ Consulate, Island St. Helena.
I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original document.

. (Signed) W. CARROL,
United States’ Consular Commercial Agent.
 

Twentieth Enclosure in No, 254.

(F.)
Copy of the \1th para. of the Honourable Court of Directors’ letter, dated

February 15, 1833.
Para. 11th—We are not aware of any objection to your recognizing Mr.

Carrol’s appointment by the United States of America, to act as their “ Consular’
Commercial Agent” at St. Helena.

True copy. (Signed) R. F. SEALE,
Secretary.

United States’ Consulate, Island of St. Helena
I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the original document.

. (Signed) W. CARROL,
United States’ Consular Commercial Agent.

 



UNITED STATES. 231

Twenty-first Enclosure in No. 254.

Protest of James Gilbert and Francis W. Sexton.

United States Consulate, Island St. Helena.

By this public instrument and declaration and protest, be it made known
and manifest to all persons whom it doth, shall, or may concern, that on Monday,
being the 14th day of September, in the year of our Lord 1840, before me Wil-
liam Carrol, Consular Commercial Agent for the United States of America, at
said island, duly appointed, at my office in James Town in the island aforesaid,
and upon several succeeding days thereafter at the place aforesaid, personally
came and appeared James Gilbert, mariner, master of the barque called the
“ Jones,” then lying at anchor in the roads of said island, and belonging to the
port of New York, in the United States of America, of the burthen of 271 tons,
or thereabouts, as per register numbered “164,” copy of which is hereunto
attached (marked A), and laden with various sorts and descriptions of goods,
wares, and merchandize, and last from the west coast of Africa;—and likewise
on the first-named day and succeeding days thereafter, and place aforesaid, also
personally came and appeared Francis William Sexton, supercargo of the said
barque called the “ Jones,” who did each one for himself respectively, indivi-
dually, and severally, then and there declare, allege, and say unto me the said
William Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid, in manner and form following, that is
to say, he the said James Gilbert did for himself declare, allege, and say as fol-
lows, that is to say,—that he the said James Gilbert, in and with the said barque
“ Jones” as master thereof, with certain persons composing the crew of said
barque, for the prosecution of a legal trading voyage as per contract, a copy of
which is hereunto attached (marked B), a descriptive list of whose persons, with
their names, places of birth, residence, and country (with the exception of John
R. Avery, who came from said Boston, in said vessel), a copy of which is here-
unto attached (marked C), with a general cargo of merchandize as per mani-
fest, a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked D), cleared at the Custom-
-house in Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, in the said United States of
America,on or about the 12th day of March last past, as per clearance, a copy
of which is hereunto attached (marked E), the said erew being then in perfect
health, as per bill of health, a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked F),
and with which barque and cargo he, the said James Gilbert, set sail and
departed from said Boston, on or about the 14th day of said March, on a
trading voyage, aforesaid, and arrived at Ambriz, on the west coast of Africa,
on a certain day in the month of-June following.. That various goods, wares,
and merchandize, being part of said cargo, were there landed, and at same
place other goods, wares, and merchandize, with specie, there taken on board
said vessel. That with the said persons of the said crew, with the exception
and deduction of two men left on said coast of Africa, and the addition of the
said Francis W. Sexton, and one man who came on board said barque at said
Ambriz, and in further prosecution of said voyage, said barque set sail and
departed from said Ambriz on or aboutthe Ist day of the month of July last
past, and on or about the 4th day of said July arrived at. Loando, on said
west coast of Africa, at which last-named place were landed from said vessel
various goods, wares, and merchandize, and other goods, wares, and merchan-
dize, and specie, there taken on board that vessel. That said barque, on or
about the 4th day of the following month of August, set sail and departed
from said Loando, and on the succeeding day again arrived at said Ambriz.
That at this latter-named place a further quantity of goods, wares, and mer-
chandize was landed, and at the same place more goods, wares, and merchan-
dize, with more specie, taken on board said barque “Jones.” That in further
prosecution of said voyage said vessel again set sail and departed from said
Ambriz on or about the 8th day of said month of August for said island of St.
Helena, at which place said barque ‘“‘ Jones” arrived on or about the 24th day
of said month of August. That shortly after bringing said barque to anchor
in the roads at said island of St. Helena, he, the said James Gilbert, proceeded
on shore at James’s Town, in company with said Francis W. Sexton, and, in
conformity with and obedience of the laws of said island, directly presented
himself, and reported said barque and cargo, and entered the same, at the Cus-
tom-house of Her Britannic Majesty, and rendered a true account of goods
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laden on board said barque, and intended for sale at said island, as per mani-
fest, a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked G). That he, the said
James Gilbert, in compliance with the laws of the United States of America,
then proceeded to the office of the United States Consulate, and at that office
deposited the register of said vessel, and at same time left there the following
documents, as before named, viz.—ship’s articles, list of crew, manifest of out-
ward cargo from Boston, and bill of health also from said Boston. That he,
the said James Gilbert, shortly after, in company with the said Francis W.
Sexton, called on the agent of said vessel, into whose hands the business of said
vessel and the cargo before named was immediately placed. That the goods
‘so before named, and intended for sale at said island, were advertised for sale,
as per notice, a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked H), since which
several articles have been landed from said vessel, and disposed of, and other
merchandize purchased and shipped on board said barque “ Jones” at said
island of St. Helena. That from and after the afore-named 24th day of said
month of August, and at all times since until Thursday the 10th day of Sep-
tember first afore named, in the year aforesaid, the said barque “ Jones,” with
the cargo aforesaid, safely lay at anchor in the roads of St. Helena aforesaid,
under the laws, power, and protection of said island, undisturbed and unmolested.
That in furtherance and pursuance of said voyage, the said vessel got prepared
and was made all ready for sea, so as to depart and sail for said ports on said
west coast of Africa, and thence to Rio de Janeiro, in Brazils, and port of dis-
charge in said United States of America, intending to sail and depart from said
island of St. Helena on the said 10th day of said month of September, which was
the day and time on which terminated the liberty and leave of absence on shore
at said island of Saint Helena of the chief officer (Tobias Davis, Junior) and
three of the crew (Henry Eastman, Charles Wentworth, and John R. Avery)
belonging to said barque. That, to the astonishment of him, the said James
Gilbert, certain persons of said crew refused to proceed on said voyage, from
which unexpected circumstance the said vessel hath been prevented from
setting sail and departing from, and was therefore detained at, this said port of
Saint Helena, whereupon he, the said James Gilbert, was necessitated to take
certain steps against said persons belonging to said vessel, and which steps will
be more fully seen and exemplified on reference to a certain public instrument
and declaration of protest made at said island of Saint Helena by the said
James Gilbert before the said William Carrol, in his capacity aforesaid, and
dated the 14th day of said month of September in the year aforesaid. That
being so detained, he the said James Gilbert being on shore in the town of
Saint James aforesaid, late in the afternoon on Saturday, that being the 12th
day of the said month of September, in the principal public street, then and
there was accosted and addressed by a person out of uniform, and who was
represented to him, the said James Gilbert, as Lieutenant E. Littlehales, in
command of Her Britannic Majesty’s brigantine-of-war called the ‘‘ Dolphin,”
then lying at anchor in said Roads of Saint Helena, who did abruptly request
him, the said James Gilbert, to see the manifest of said barque “ Jones,” when
the said James Gilbert asked the said E. Littlehales to inform him, the said
James Gilbert, what motive he bad for making the request. Whereupon he,
the said E. Littlehales, repeated the same request, to which the said James
Gilbert made the same reply, when the said E. Littlehales responded, that, if
the said James Gilbert complied therewith, much trouble would be saved to both
parties. That hereupon the said James Gilbert stated to said E. Littlehales,
that there was a custom-house at said Saint Helena, meaning that if said E.
Littlehales wished for authentic information respecting the inward cargo of the
“ Jones” to said island, that at that place (meaning said custom-house) he could
obtain it ; he the said James Gilbert having then and there no other manifest in his
personal possession than that of said “Jones’s’ outward cargo from the United
Siates. That thereupon he the said E. Littlehales immediately and suddenly
turned round and went mstantly away towards the sea-side. That in a very
short space of time, late in the evening of the said 12th day of said September,
he the said James Gilbert, being then and there on shore, received a note from
Tobias Davis, jun., (the mate of the said barque,) addressed to him the said
James Gilbert, to inform him that an officer belonging to said Dolphin ” was
thenon board said barque, who required to see the papers of said barque, when
he the said James Gilbert immediately proceeded on board said barque, it being
then a late hour, and there found that officer; which officer personally made
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known to him, the said James Gilbert, the same request, whereupon he the said
James Gilbert informed that officer that the papers so required were then on
shore at said island in the United States Consular office, and that on that ac--
count he the said James Gilbert could not then comply with such request, when,
without demur or hesitation, explanation, or reference, he, the said officer belong-
ing to said brigantine “ Dolphin,” then and there wrote something on a piece of
paper, and sent the same by a boat then in waiting to the said brigantine
“ Dolphin.” Whereupon in a few minutes after another officer, with three other
men (all armed), came on board said barque “ Jones” from said brigantine
“Dolphin,” who so armed took possession of said barque “ Jones ;” therefore
he the said James Gilbert returned to the shore, when he made a report of the
circumstance to the said William Carrol, in his capacity as aforesaid. That on
the following day, being Sunday, the 13th day of said month of September, in
the year aforesaid, a large body of men from and belonging to the said brigan-
tine “ Dolphin” proceeded on board said barque “ Jones,” who to all appear-
ance immediately hoisted out the boats of the last-named vessel, opened her
hatches, and took up cargo on deck, examining the same. That on the suc-
ceeding day, being Monday, the 14th day. of said month of September, another
large party of men, also from said brigantine “ Dolphin,” again boarded said
barque “‘ Jones,” and then and there to all appearance again took upon deck
from the hold of said barque “ Jones”and examined and rummaged goods and
other property belonging to said vessel’s cargo. That much about and up to
this time, the American ensign which had been flying at the mizen peak of said
barque “ Jones” at and from the time of her being first taken possession
of as aforesaid, and afterwards, was struck, and since continued to be struck
therefrom, and kept unexposed from public view, and to all appearance a
white flag, with the device of a black dolphin and the words “ me too”’in it,
substituted for the same at the maintop gallant mast head of said barque.
That on this last-named day (Monday, the 14th day of said month of Sep-
tember), he the said James Gilbert, in company with the said Francis W.
Sexton, proceeded from the shore to alongside the said barque “ Jones” twice
with the intention of getting on board that vessel on necessary business, when
an officer belonging to said brigantine ‘“ Dolphin,” then on board, in
charge of said barque “Jones,” forbid and prevented them the said James
Gilbert and Francis W. Sexton from so doing, although he the said James
Gilbert distinctly in appearance and by speaking made himself known to
said officer so in charge, which circumstance is fully set forth and shown in
two affidavits, copies of which are hereunto attached (marked J). That in
consequence of such extraordinary and unexpected harsh proceedings, he the
said James Gilbert felt called on, and so feeling, did write and complain to
said William Carrol, in his capacity aforesaid, as per letter, a copy of which
is hereunto attached (marked J), whereupon he the said William Carrol, in
his capacity aforesaid, officially communicated in writing on the subject with
the aforesaid E. Littlehales, as per letter, a copy of which is hereunto
attached (marked K), but which official communication he the said‘E. Little-
hales refused to receive, and did not receive, he stating that his Government
did not recognise a consular officer in said island from the United States
Government, or words to that effect, as per declaration, a copy of which is
hereunto attached (marked L), whereupon he the said James Gilbert lost no
time in addressing himself in writing to the said E. Littlehales on the subject
aforesaid, as per letter, a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked M),and
which letter was sent by one Thomas Storer, an inhabitant ofsaid island, but |
to which he, the said James Gilbert, hath received no reply from the said E,
Littlebales. That thereupon he; the said James Gilbert, considered it to be
his duty to call, and did on the same Monday, the 14th of said month of Sep-
tember, call and wait upon the collector of Her Britannic Majesty’s customs
at said island, at his office at the Custom-house, in company with the said.
Francis W. Sexton, and the said William Carrol, in his capacity as aforesaid,
did report to him, the said collector, all the foregoing proceedings; and after
making such report, he, the said James Gilbert, then and there exhibited to.
him, the said collector, the following next-named papers, to wit, register of
said barque “ Jones,” manifest of outward cargo from Boston of said barque
_* Jones,” outward clearance from Boston of said barque “Jones,” bill of health
from Boston of said barque “ Jones,” list of crew from Boston of said barque

Crass D.
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«Jones,” and ship’s articles executed in Boston of said barque “ Jones ;” and
then and there the said James Gilbert and Francis W. Sexton offered said
collector most readily any and every information in their power or knowledge
about and in respect of said barque “Jones,” her cargo, and voyage; and
thereupon he, the said James Gilbert, did immediately after this interview
communicate in writing with the said collector, asking for relief and assistance
to restore unto him, the said James Gilbert, the said barque “‘ Jones,” as per
letter, a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked N). That to this he, the
said James Gilbert, received an answer, as per letter hereunto attached
(marked O). That on Tuesday the L5th, and Wednesday the 16th days of
said month of September, successive parties of men from the said brigantine
“ Dolphin” again went on board the said barque ‘“ Jones,” and to all appear-
ance there continued again to hoist upon deck and examine and stow away
cargo. That he, the said James Gilbert, for and during the whole of the time
and times aforesaid, and up to the last-named day, being perfectly ignorant of
the grounds on which said E. Littlehales had committed, or caused to be com-
mitted, such extraordinary, unprecedented, and non-explained acts, proceeded
on the last-named day in person to the said office of said collector at said
Custom-house with a manifest of outward cargo, a copy of which is hereunto
attached (marked P), and there and then, agreeably to the seventh paragraph
of an order of Her Britannic Majesty in Council, dated the 11th day of July,
in the year of our Lord 1839, at Buckingham Palace, requested of said col-
lector the clearance of the said barque “ Jones,” which request was refused
and not complied with, when he, the said collector, informed him, the said
James Gilbert, that said Lieutenant E. Littlehales had intimated to him, the
said collector, that a barque, with “ Jones of New York painted on her siern,”
had been detained by him the said E. Littlehales, whereupon he the said
James Gilbert immediately wrote to said collector on said 16th day of the
month of September, for the informationof the said E. Littlehales, as per
letter, a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked Q). That not knowing
io what further lengths he, the said E. Littlehales, would go, to the evident
and manifest injury, detention, and other inconvenience of the persons and
property in question, he the said James Gilbert deemed it incumbent on him to
address, and did, through the Colonial Secretary of said island, as per letter
hereunto attached (marked R), address his Excellency Major-General Middle-
more, Companion of the Bath, and Governor and Commander-in-Chief of said
island of Saint Helena, in writing, recapitulating to his said Excellency the fore-
going matter, and claiming his interference and protection, with restoration of the
property in question, as per letter, copy of which is hereunto attached (marked
8S). That accompanying said address was another appeal to the same purport,
through the said Colonial Secretary, as per letter hereunto attached (marked T),
to his said Excellency, by and from the said William Carrol, in his capacity
as aforesaid, as per letter, a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked U).
That on the 17th day of said month of September, he the said James Gilbert
received from the said collector areply, as per letter, a copy of which is here-
unto attached (marked V). That on this last-named day, he the said James
Gilbert, having the day before paid to said collector at said Custom-house, in
the presence of one George William Janisch, an inhabitant of said island, as
per declaration hereunto attached (marked W), paid and discharged all debts,
dues, and demands owing by said barque “ Jones,” or the said James Gilbert,
at said place, did in writing make another application to said collector for the
clearance, agreeably to law, for the said barque ‘“‘ Jones,” as per letter, a copy
of which is hereunto attached (marked X), That up to this last-namedday,
and late therein, observing from all appearances every indication on board said
barque “ Jones” preparations: there making to proceed to sea, and up to that
time hearing nothing from the said E. Littlehales, neither directly nor indi-
rectly, either verbally or in writing, from the said E. Littlehales, he the said
James Gilbert lost no time to urgently write again to said collector, and with
other things to repeat and reiterate his desire that the information named in
said James Gilbert’s letter of said 16th day of said mouth of September should
without loss of time be communicated by him to the said E. Littlehales, as per
letter, a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked Y), That on the day fol-
lowing, being the 18th day of said month of‘September, it was discovered that.
the said barque “ Jones” had gone, departed, and disappeared from the anchor-
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age aforesaid. That on this last-named day he, the said James Gilbert, received

a reply from said collector, but which reply was utterly silent on the latter point,

as per letter, a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked Z). That on said

last-named day, he, the said James Gilbert, received, through the said Colonial

Secretary, an answer from his said Excellency, the said governor of said island,

as per letter, a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked AA). That, like-

wise on this last-named day, the said William Carrol, in his capacity aforesaid,

also received, through said Colonial Secretary, a reply from his said Excellency,

the said governor of said. island, as per letter, a copy of which is hereunto at-

tached (marked AB).
And he the said James Gilbert did further declare unto me the said William ~

Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid, that, shortly after the arrival of the said

barque “Jones” at the said island, he the said James Gilbert was induced to

bring or cause to be brought on shore at said island to the Time Office from

said vessel, to be rated, a valuable chronometer, which chronometer he, the said

James Gilbert, delivered and deposited in trust at this place for that purpose to_

one Robert Ramage, a person employed in that office under the orders and direc-

tions of one Edward Gulliver, a harbour-master or port-captain in the service of the

Government at said island. ‘That on or about the 15th day of the said month of

September, he the said James Gilbert, having a wish to take away said chronometer

from said Time Office, did, in company with one Clement Hammond, proceed to

said Time Office, when he, the said James Gilbert, requested the said Robert Ra-

mage to deliver up and return out of deposit and trast unto him the said James

Gilbert the said chronometer, whereupon said James Gilbert was told by said .

port-captain or harbour-master that the said chronometer could not be given up,

as per afiidavit, a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked AC). That on

the 18th day of said month of September he the said James Gilbert sent a

written request (which proved unsuccessful) to said harbour-master.or port-

captain for the immediate return of said chronometer, as per letter, a copy of.

which is hereunto annexed (marked AD). ‘That thereupon he the said James

Gilbert felt himself called upon to institute proceedings at civil law against him

the said Edward Gulliver ; and the said.James Gilbert did further declare unto

me, the said William Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid, that, from the unfounded

reports and the extraordinary conduct of the said Tobias Davis, junior (the

chief mate of said barque “ Jones”), he felt bound to call upon, and did call upon,

one Clement Hammond, before-named, to testify as to some injurious and other

words he, the said Tobias Davis, junior, had publicly expressed in respect of

the said James Gilbert and the said Francis W. Sexton, and the said barque

“ Jones.” That being so called upon, he the said Clement Hammond, on the

19th day of said month of September, did so testify to the same as per affidavit,

a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked AE).
And the said James Gilbert did on the same 19th day of September further-

declare, that the said James Gilbert and Francis W. Sexton aforesaid, being up

to that time deprived and prevented from going on board said barque “ Jones”

to procure their wearing apparel, they being destituteof clothing, except what

they then stood in, that he the said James Gilbert, on the day last named, did

send a written communication by the before-named Thomas Storer, addressed to

the said E. Littlehales in that behalf, as per letter, a copy of which is hereunto

attached (marked AF), but to which communication he the said James Gilbert

understood from the said Thomas Storer “there was no answer,” the delivery

of which letter, and the delivery of a former letter from the said James Gilbert

to the said E. Littlehales by the saidThomas Storer, is fully seen, as per declara-

tion hereunto attached (marked AG). And he thesaid James Gilbert did —

further declare unto me the said William Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid, that,

in further confirmation of the cruel and malicious propensity and unmanly

principles of the said Tobias Davis,junior, he the said James Gilbert deemed

it to be his further duty to call upon one George Moss, an inhabitant of said

island, to vouch as to further most unjustifiable expressions he the said Tobias

Davis, junior, had uttered in the presence and hearing of him the said George

Moss, in respect of the said barque “Jones.” That he the said George Muss,

being so called on, did, on the 7th day of the following month of October (he

being unable to conveniently do so sooner), testify to the same, as per affidavit,

a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked AH); that to further establish

the diabolical disposition and. propensities of him the said Tobias Davis, junior,
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in respect of said barque “ Jones,” the said James Gilbert felt himself again
bound to call upon one Saul Solomon, a merchant and agent, inhabitant of
said island, which said Saul Solomon did, on the 25th day of the said month of.
September, testify to the same, as per affidavit hereunto attached (marked AI).
And the said James Gilbert did further declare unto me the said William
Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid, that at the time the said brigantine “ Dolphin”
took said barque “ Jones” out of the possession of him, the said JamesGilbert,
there were on’ board, as cargo, various goods, wares, and merchandize, to the
best of his knowledge, belief, and recollection, belonging to the owners of said
barque “ Jones,” to the value of 26,916 Spanish dollars} and 4 cents, at the
first or prime cost of the same, as per list, a copy of which is hereunto attached
(marked AJ).
And the said James Gilbert did further declare unto me, the said William

Carrol, in- the capacity aforesaid, that at the same time the said brigantine
“ Dolphin” took said barque “Jones” out of the said possession of him the
said James Gilbert, there were then on board the last-named vessel, to the best
of his knowledge, belief, and recollection, various articles of stores belonging
to said barque ‘‘ Jones,” the property of her owners, as per list hereunto
attached (marked AK), amounting to 5107 Spanish dollars and 45 cents. -
And the said James Gilbert did further declare unto me the said William

Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid, that at the same time such possession was so
taken of said barque by said brigantine “ Dolphin,” there likewise were on
board said barque, to the best of his knowledge, belief, and recollection, various
goods and other private property belonging personallyto him the said James
Gilbert, as per list hereunto attached (marked AL), amounting to 1414 dollars
and 75 cents. And the said James Gilbert did further declare unto me, the said
William Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid, that at the same time such possession
was so taken of said barque, by said brigantine “ Dolphin,” there likewise were on
board said barque, to the best of his knowledge, belief, and recollection, property
belonging to the said Francis W. Sexton, and property belonging to one George
Tuinnson deceased, (second mate of the American brig “ Sarah Elizabeth,’) and
likewise property belonging to one Farnham Frye deceased, (belonging to said
barque “ Jones,”) the said three persons being native citizens of the United States
of America.
And the said James Gilbert did further declare unto me, the said William Car-

rol, in the capacity aforesaid, that at the time such possession was so taken of saidbarque, by said brigantine “ Dolphin,” the log-book of said barque was on boardsaid barque, and by him not since seen. And the said James Gilbert did further
declare unto me, the said William Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid, that, at the
time the request was made to him by the said E. Littlehales to see the manifestas before-mentioned, at the time said barque was taken possession of as before-mentioned, during the whole of the day following (Sunday), and until ten o’clockin the forenoon. of the succeeding Monday, the Custom-house at said island wasshut and closed, so that no access could be lawfully had thereunto for the purposeof obtaining an authentic copy of the manifest there deposited, for the informationof the said E. Littlehales. And the said James Gilbert did further ‘declare untome, the said William Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid,that since the said barque** Jones”’ hath been taken possession of by the said brigantine “ Dolphin,” thathe hath heard it reported that seven persons of the crew of the said barque, withtheir baggage, have been taken out of said barque and carried on board saidbrigantine “* Dolphin,” by the boats and people ofthe last-named vessel ; and that_the said Tobias Davis junior (mate), Henry Thomas (cook), and. Henry Jenkins(steward), belonging to said barque, with two officers and other persons belongingto said brigantine “ Dolphin,” had been sent away from said island in saidbarque; and further, that he the said James Gilbert hath heard it also reported.at said island, that the said barque “ Jones” is destined direct for Sierra Leone,on said West Coast of Africa, for adjudication before the Vice-Admiralty Courtat that place. .
And he the said James Gilbert did further declare unto me the said WilliamCarrol, in the capacity aforesaid, that he the said James Gilbert hath been cre-dibly informed that the specie on board said barque “ Jones,” at the time of herbeing taken possession of as aforesaid by said brigantine ‘ Dolphin,” was takenfrom the said barque “Jones” by the people of the said brigantine “Dolphin,”_ and that specie had been afterwards taken from said brigantine “ Dolphin,” by
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her people and boats carried on board said barque “ Jones ;” and further that he

the said James Gilbert hath been likewise credibly informed that a grindstone

and a whole piece of Raven’s duck, part of the stores of said barque “ Jones,”

and belonging to the owners of said vessel, have been taken from said barque

« Jones” since she was taken possession of by said brigantine ‘‘ Dolphin,” and

carried on board the last-named vessel and brought into use, and further that he

the said James Gilbert hath been likewise credibly informed that certain tobacco

and shoes, being the privaie property of and belonging to him the said James

Gilbert, have been taken from the said barque “ Jones” since she was taken pos-

session of by the said brigantine “ Dolphin,” and carried on board the last-named

vessel, and there brought into use. co

And he the said James Gilbert did further declare unto me, the said William

Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid, that he ihe said James Gilbert verily believes-

that the proceedings aforesaid of said E. Littlehales have been caused partly

from false data, and the false and wicked information of said Tobias Davis,

junior, and other persons of the crew of said barque “Jones,” whom he believes

to have been instigated by the said Tobias Davis, junior, to that end, and there-.

upon principally, firstly by the hasty and afterwards by the deliberate acts, added

to a rapacious desire of E. Littlehales to cause to be condemned as prize the

said barque “ Jones” and her said cargo, evidenced in the fact of said James

Gilbert being prevented gettimg on boardsaid -barque with the papers of that.

vessel for exhibition, or of holding any communication with him, and which

said barque was therefore sent away without such documents for adjudication

aforesaid, although a Court of Vice-Admiralty exists at said island of St..

elena
‘And he the said James Gilbert did further declare unto me the said William

Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid, that he the said James Gilbert hath been put

to the necessity of purchasing and procuring certain wearing apparel, bedding,

and other necessaries, and that he has incurred and is incurring other expenses

at said island in consequence of the premises.
Wherefore and by reason of the premises, he the said James Gilbert did

declare to have protested, as by these presents he doth hereby most solemnly

protest against the said E. Littiehales, and. against all and every manner of

person or persons acting for, by, or under him, or by his orders, authority, or

directions, and against the said collector of Her Britannic Majesty’s customs at

said island, as also against the said harbour-master or port-captain of said island,

and likewise against the said Tobias Davis, junior, and against all manner of

person or persons whatsoever or whomsoever herein implicated directly or indi-

rectly, their and each of their heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, and

against all and every other person or persons whom the same doth, shall, or may

concern, for all and all manner of losses, costs, charges, damages, hurts, detri-

ments, expenses, or other injuries, that have already arisen or happened ‘to said

barque, her stores, cargo, or other property on board, or voyage, or either, or

which shall or may hereafter arise or happen to said barque, her stores, cargo, or

other property on board, or the voyage, or either, in consequenceof the pre-

mises aforesaid, to be recovered and received in time and place convenient, he

the said James Gilbert reserving to himself the power or right of hereafter —

extending his protest whenever time, circumstances, or need may thereunto

require it. :
And he the aforenamed Francis W. Sexton did for ‘himself declare, allege, and

say unto me the said William Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid, in manner and

form following, that is to say, that he the said Francis W. Sexton, being at

said Ambriz, on said West Coast of Africa, in the months of June, July, and

part of August last past, transacting lawful mercantile business for the house or

firm of Potnam J. Farnham and Company of said New York, and owners of

said barque “ Jones,” did, for the purpose of carrying out the objects of his said

business, on or about the Sth day of the last-named month, quit and depart

from said Ambriz in said barque “Jones,” commanded by said James Gilbert,

and ‘as supercargo thereof. That for and in respect of the time of said vessel’s

arrival at said island of St. Helena, of proceeding on shore there with the said

James Gilbert; of presenting himself in company with him, the said James.

Gilbert, at the Custom-house; of there entering said vessel, rendering ‘a manifest

at said Custom-house of goods intended for sale at. said island; of placing the

business of said vessel and cargo in the hands of the agent of said barque; of
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‘said goods being advertised for sale, of a portion of which being landed and
disposed of; of certain merchandise being purchased and shipped on board said
vessel; of said barque “Jones” lying at anchor at said island from the day of
arrival there until the 10th day of the month of September last past undis-
turbed and unmolested ; of said barque “Jones” being on that day all ready to
sail; of the expiring on that day of the liberty or leave of absence on shore at
said island of Tobias Davis, junior, Henry Eastman, Charles Wentworth, and
John R. Avery; of said last-named four persons refusing to proceed on said
voyage in said vessel; of said barque being in consequence thereof prevented
to depart and thereby detained; of said James Gilbert taking certain pro-
ceedings against said persons as exemplified in a certain protest by him made
at said island, dated the 14th day of the month of September in the year
of our Lord 1840; of said James Gilbert being on the 12th day of said month
of September accosted in the public street by a person said to be the said
Lieutenant E. Littlehales, requesting to see the said vessel’s manifest, said
James Gilbert’s asking him his motive for making said request, said E. Lit-
tlehales repeating the request, observing that trouble would be saved to
both parties if such request was complied with, and said James Gilbert stating
there was a Custom-house at said island, when said E. Littlehales, turning
round, went away; of said barque “Jones” being on the said 12th day of
said September seized and taken possession of by armed men from said bri-
gantine “ Dolphin ;” of certain large parties of the “Dolphin’s” people going
on board said barque on the 18th, 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th days of said
month of September, and to all appearance there disturbing that vessel’s
eargo; of going twice on the 14th day of said month of September along-
side said barque with said James Gilbert, with a view of getting on board
said vessel on business, he the said James Gilbert there and then speaking
and making himself known as James Gilbert the master of said barque,
and of being prevented so doing by an officer belonging to said brigantine
* Dolphin” then on board in charge of said barque; of said James Gilbert
writing to said William Carrol in his capacity as aforesaid respecting seizure
of said vessel, and claiming his aid and protection; of said James Gilbert
addressing said E. Littlehales on said subject; of sending last-named address
by one Thomas Storer; of said James Gilbert calling personally on the afore-
named collector, reporting to him the foregoing proceedings, and exhibiting
certain papers belonging to said barque, to wit, ship’s register, manifest of out-
ward cargo, clearance, bill of health, list of crew and ship’s articles; of said
James Gilbert and Francis W. Sexton’s offering collector most readily all and
every information in their power respecting said barque, her cargo, and voyage ;
of said James Gilbert immediately writing to said collector for relief and assist-
ance to restore to him said barque; of said collector’s reply thereto ; of said
James Gilbert’s applying to said collector for the clearance of said barque ; of
said collector’s further written communication with said James Gilbert, stating
that said barque “ Jones” was detained by said E. Littlehales, and of his said
collectors then demanding payment of certain customs and charges; of said
James Gilbert, in company with said Francis W. Sexton, proceeding to said
Custom-house, with an outward manifest of cargo ofsaidbarque, and agree-
ably to law requesting a clearance for said veasel, and of refusal of said col-
lector to comply with the same, of said James Gilbert having, on said 16th
day of said month of September, wrote to said collector certain information:to
be by him communicated to said E. Littlehales ; of observing indications on the
said 17th day of said September of said barque’s preparation to go to sea;
of said James Gilbert and said William Carrol, in his capacity aforesaid, having,
through the Colonial Secretary of said island, appealed to his Exeellency the
Governor of said island, recapitulating the aforesaid particulars, claiming pro-
tection and restoration. of property, and submitting-to an investigation; of
said collector’s answer declining to communicate said certain information to
said E. Littlehales; of said James Gilbert having made written application to
said collector for a clearance for said barque; of said James Gilbert again
writing to said collector urgently, and reiterating his wish that the certain
information before mentioned should be without loss of time communicated to
said E. Littlehales, and if on his non-compliance to hold said collector respon-
sible for the same, requesting correspondence with said collector to be for-
warded to the Honourable Commissioners of Her Britannic Majesty’s customs
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in England without delay; of discovering on the eighteenth day of said Sep-

tember, that said barque had during some time on the preceding night gone

from the anchorage of said island ; of said collector having sent said James Gil-

bert a reply to his last-named communication, but which was perfectly silent on

the subject of his granting a clearance for said barque ; of the said James Gil-

bert and the said William Carrol receiving through said Colonial Secretary re-

plies from his said Excellency the Governor, stating his having no authority to
interpose in any proceedings of Her Britannic Majesty's naval officers ; of said
James Gilbert bringing on shore from said barque a valuable chronometer for
the purpose of being rated at the Time Office, and of being present when the |

- harbour-master or port-captaint in charge of said Time Office prevented the
same from being given up; of one Clement Hammond’s accompanying said
James Gilbert to said Time Office ; of said James Gilbert’s applying there to
have and repossess said chronometer; of said harbour-master or port-captain’s
preventing its being given up, and of said Clement Hammond likewise testify-
ing as to certain improper expressions used by Tobias Davis, junior, against
said James Gilbert, and said Francis W. Sexton, and said barque “ Jones;” of
one Thomas Storer testifying as to the delivery on board said brigantine
“ Dolphin” of two certain letters addressed from, and sent by, said James
Gilbert to said E. Littlehales by said Thomas Storer; of one George Moss also
testifying as to certain injurious expressions made use of by said Tobias Davis, —
junior, against and prejudicial to said barque “ Jones;” of one Saul Solo-
mon likewise testifying as to further certain injurious expressions also made
use of by said Tobias Davis, junior, against and prejudicial to said barque
“ Jones;” of said James Gilbert’s instituting proceedings at civil law against
said harbour-master or port-captain, on account of the same; of said James
Gilbert’s writing to said E. Littlehales for the clothes of said James Gilbert
and said F. W. Sexton; of there being on board said barqueat the time said
barque was taken possession of by said brigantine ‘ Dolphin,’ as cargo, various
goods, wares, and merchandise, to the best of his knowledge, belief, and recol--
lection, belonging to owners of said barque “Jones,” to the value of twenty-
six thousand nine hundred and sixteen Spanish silver dollars and four cents,
as per list before named by the said James Gilbert (marked AJ); of certain
stores at the time of said possession being taken of said barque by said brigan-
tine “ Dolphin,” being likewise on board said barque, the property of said
owners ; of there also being on board said barque, at same time, certain private
property belonging to said James Gilbert; of there likewise being on board said
barque, at same time, certain property belonging to him the said Francis W
Sexton, to the value of one thousand and sixty-three Spanish silver dollars, as
per list, a copy of which is hereunto attached (marked A M), and property be-.
longing to one George Tuinnson, deceased, a native citizen of said United.
States, to the value of twenty-four Spanish silver dollars and seventy-five cents,
as per list hereunto attached (marked AN ), likewise property: belonging to one
Farnham Frye, deceased, also a native citizen of said United States, as per list.
hereunto attached (marked AO), amounting to eight hundred. dollars; of the
log-book of said barque “ Jones” being left on board that vessel at the time she
was taken possession of aforesaid, and not being by said Francis W. Sexton
since seen; of, at the time of said E. Littlehales applying to. said James Gil-
bert to see the manifest before mentioned at the time of said barque being taken
possession of as before mentioned, and during the following day (Sunday), and
until ten o’clock in the forenoon ofthe succeeding (Monday), the Custom-House
at said island being shut and closed, and no lawful access being thereunto
to be had for the purpose of obtaining an authentic copy of the manifest before
mentioned and there deposited; of a current report in town of seven of the
crew of said barque, with their baggage, having been by said brigantine
“ Dolphin’s” boats and people taken out and carried from said barque and put
on board said brigantine “ Dolphin ;” of another current report, said barque
being bound to Sierra Leone, on said West Coast of Africa, for adjudication
in the Vice-Admiralty Court there ; and of the mate, the cook, and the steward
(American citizens), with two officers and other persons belonging to said bri-
gantine “ Dolphin,” having proceeded in said barque; of the further report —
that the specie on board said barque “ Jones” at the time of her being taken
possession of as aforesaid being taken from said barque and carried on board
said brigantine “ Dolphin” by the people and boats of the last-named vessel, and
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ofspecie having been afterwards taken from said brigantine “ Dolphin” by her
people and boats on board said barque “ Jones ;” of said James Gilbert being
credibly informed that a grindstone and a whole piece of raven’s duck, part of
the stores of said barque, and of certain tobacco and shoes, the private pro-
perty of said James Gilbert, having been taken from said barque “ Jones” since
her said seizure, and carried on board said brigantine “ Dolphin,” and there
brought into use; he the said F. W. Sexton did declare unto for truth. And
he the said Francis W. Sexton did further declare unto me the said William
Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid, that he the said Francis W. Sexton verily

- believes that the proceedings aforesaid of said E. Littlehales have beef caused
partly from false data, and the false and wicked information of said Tobias Davis,
junior, and other persons of the crew of the said barque “ Jones,” whom he

believes to have been instigated by the said Tobias Davis, junior, to that end,
and other motives made manifest by said E. Littlehales’ hasty, and afterwards
deliberate acts, added to an apparent rapacious desire to condemn as prize said
barque “ Jones” and cargo, evidenced in the fact of said James Gilbert being
prevented getting on board said barque with the papers of that vessel for exhi-
bition, and of said E. Littlehales’ adopting a system of non-intercourse, and
which said barque was therefore sent away without such documents for adju-
dication aforesaid, although a Court of Vice-Admiralty exists at said island.
And he the said Francis W. Sexton did further declare unto me, the said

William Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid, that by the said barque and cargo
being taken possession of, and sent away as aforesaid, and thus his losing the
lawful control of the said cargo in the capacity of supercargo as aforesaid, and
being thus detained at said island, and now being necessitated to proceed hence
to said United States of America, that certain lawful mercantile business and
matters for account of said owners and of himself, awaiting his expected im-
mediate return to said West Coast of Africa, will, and in all probability must
suffer, and be seriously injured.
And he the said Francis W. Sexton did further declare unto me the said

William Carrol, in the capacity aforesaid, that he the said Francis W. Sexton
hath been put to the necessity of purchasing and procuring certain wearing
apparel, bedding, and other necessaries, and that he has incurred, and is incur-
ring, other expenses at said island, in consequence of the premises.

Wherefore, and by reason of the premises, he the said Francis W. Sexton
did declare likewise to have protested, as by these presents he doth hereby
most solemnly protest, against the said E. Littlehales and against all and every
manner of person or persons acting for, by, or under him, or by his orders,
authority, or directions, and against said Collector of Her Britannic Majesty’s
Customs at said island, as also against the said harbour-master or port-captain
of said island, and likewise against the said Tobias Davis, junior, and against
all manner of person or persons whatsoever and whomsoever herein impli-
cated, directly or indirectly, their, and each of their heirs, executors, adminis-—
trators or assigns, and against all and every other person or persons whom the
same doth, shall, or may concern, for all and all manner of losses, costs,
charges, damages, hurts, detriments, expenses, or other injuries that have
already arisen or happened to said barque, her cargo, stores, or other property

_ on board, and voyage, or either, or which shall or may hereafter arise or happen
to said barque, her cargo, stores, or other property on board, and voyage, or
either, in consequence of the premises aforesaid, to be recovered and received
in time and place convenient, he the said Francis W. Sexton reserving to him-
self the power or right of hereafter extending his protest whenever time, cir-
cumstances, or need, may thereunto require it.

Thus done and protested at James’ Town, in the Island of Saint Helena, this
7th day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
forty, and of the Independence of the United States of America the sixty-fifth.

In witness whereof, I the said William Carrol do hereunto subscribe my
hand, and affix the Consular Seal of my Office, at the place aforesaid, in the
day, month, and year last above-written.

JAMES GILBERT. (L.8.)
Witnesses: FRANS. WM. SEXTON. (1.8.)

GrorcE Poo.Leyr.
M. W. Carrot. W. CARROL,

(U. &. Seal.) United States’ Consular Commercial Agent.
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Twenty-second Enclosure in No. 254.

Listof Documents appended to theforegoing Protest, and referred to therein.

A.—(Copy.) Register of barque “ Jones.”
B.—Copy.) Shipping articles of crew.
C.—(Copy.) List of crew.

D.—(Copy.) Manifest of outward cargo.
E.—(Copy.) Clearance of barque “ Jones” at Boston.

F.—(Copy.) Bill of health at Boston.
G.—(Copy.) Manifest of cargo for sale at St. Helena.
H.—(Copy.) Handbill advertisingarticles imported in said barque for sale at

St. Helena.

I.—(Copy.) Affidavit of James Gilbert and Francis W. Sexton, declaring that —

they were refused admittance on board said barque “ Jones”‘by an.
officer ofthe “ Dolphin,” also (copy) affidavit of Thomas Chambers and
John Chambers corroborating the same.

J.—(Copy.) Letter from James Gilbert to William Carrol, United States
Consul at St. Helena, detailing seizure of barque“ Jones,” and request-
ing his interference.

K.—(Copy.) Letter on the subject from WilliamCarrol to Lieutenant E.
Littlehales. .

L.—(Copy.) Declaration of John William Carrol that E. Littlehales would
not receive the last-mentioned letter.

M.—(Copy.) Letter from James Gilbert to E. Littlehales.

N.—(Copy.) Letter from James Gilbert to John Young, Esquire, Collectorof
Customs at St. Helena.

O.—(Copy.) Reply to same, enclosing memorandum of port dues incurred by
said barque “ Jones.”

P.—(Copy.) Manifest of cargo at St. Helena of barque “ Jones,” bound to
South-west Coast of Africa,

Q.—(Copy.) Letter from James Gilbert to the Collector, enclosing informa-
tion for E. Littlehales.

R.—(Copy.) Letter from James Gilbert to W. H. Seale, Esquire, C.S., at St.
Helena, enclosing

S.—(Copy.) Application from said, James Gilbert to the Governor of St. |
Helena respecting seizure of said barque.

T.—(Copy.) Letter from W. Carrol to said W. H.Seale, enclosing

U.—(Copy.) Letter from same to Governor.

V.—(Copy.) Letter from said Collector to James Gilbert, declining to deliver
information to E, Littlehales.

W.—(Copy.) Declaration by George William Janisch.
X.—(Copy.) Letter from James Gilbert to said Collector, applying for clear-

ance.
Y.—(Copy.) Letter, same to same.

Z.—(Copy.) Letterin reply to both preceding x and Y).

AA.—(Copy.) Letter from said W. H. Sealein reply to S.

AB.—(Copy.) Letter from same in reply to U.

AC.—(Copy.) Affidavit of Clement Hammond.

AD.—(Copy.) Letter from said James Gilbert to E. Gulliver, Esquire, apply-
ing for chronometer.

AE.—(Copy.) Affidavit of saidClement Hammond as to Tobias Davis,jun.

AF.—(Copy.) Letter from James Gilbert to E. Littlehales, applying for
clothing.

AG.—(Copy.) Declaration of Thomas Storer as to delivery and returning of
letter M.

Crass D.
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AH.—(Copy.) Declaration of George Moss.

AI.—(Copy.) Declaration of Saul Solomon as to assertions made by said
Tobias Davis, junior, in his presence and that of the chaplain and clerk
of “ Dolphin.”

AJ.—(Copy). List and value of cargo on board said barque when seized.
AK.—(Copy.) Ditto of stores, &c.

AL.—(Copy.) Ditto of private property belonging to James Gilbert on board
- the barque when seized.

-AM.-~—(Copy.)_ List of property belonging to said Francis W. Sexton on board
said barque when seized.

AN.—(Copy.) List of property belonging to the late Mr. George Tuinnson
on board said barque when seized.

AO.—(Copy.) List of property belonging to the late Mr. Farnham Frye on
board said barque when seized.

All the above are certified to be true copies of the original documents by W.
Carrol, United States Consular Commercial Agent at St. Helena.

 

Twenty-third Enclosure in No. 254.

CASE OF THE “ WILLIAM AND FRANCIS.”

Statement of an occurrence on board the barque “ William and Francis,” Peter
Flowery master, on her late voyage from Havana to the river Bras, on the
eoast of Africa, loaded with tobacco, rum, dry goods, and specie.

New York, February 1, 1841.
Norutne material occurred on the passage, except tempestuous weather,

until her arrival at the river Bras, on the 30th. day of September, 1840, where
she landed her cargo. On the 15th of October, about six a.m., being ready for
sea, in sand ballast, sailed from the said river, bound to Bonair, in the Carribean
Seas, for a cargo of salt. At about eight a.m., in beating out of the river dis-
covered a vessel outside the bar, supposed by the negro pilot to be a British
man-of-war, and wished to be discharged for fear of being pressed into the
English service, but was persuaded by Captain Flowery they had nothing to
fear, that he might be enabled to clear the bar in safety. But their fears were
increased when the boats were manned and putting towards the “ William and
Francis ;” so great was their consternation and dread of the English that they
left the barque by jumping overboard, without a discharge from Captain
Flowery. About ten a.m. the “ William and Francis’ was boarded by two
boats’ crews from the English vessel; the officer of the first boat was requested.
to come on board, and leave his crew in the boat; but instead. of so doing he
ordered his men to board said barque, being armed with pistols, cutlasses,
carbines, &c., to the number of 18 men, and when on board the officer drew
up his men, and said to Captain Flowery that he took possession of the vessel,
and if he made any resistance that he would blow out his brains, at the same
moment levelling a pistol at Captain Flowery’s head, being the first salutation
given by the British officer. He was asked by Captain Flowery what he
wanted; his reply was a peremptory demand for the ship’s papers, which
Captain Flowery said, most willingly ; and when produced by Captain Flowery
he (the officer) demanded possession of said papers, which were retained in
Captain Flowery’s hand, open, that they might be read by said officer. The
Captain stated that he would reproduce them to his (said officer’s) commander.
The officer then tcld Captain Flowery’s men they might work or not, as they
pleased; that he took possession of the vessel, and ordered the anchor /eé go.
Captain Flowery replied that he would bring her to anchor himself, which was
done. At m., the British man-of-war anchored close to the “ William and
Francis,” when the commander came on board with two boats’ crews, armed in
like manner as the previous boat's crew ; the first boarding officer told his com-
mander that Captain Flowery refused to deliver up his register, and recom-
mended the papers (crew list and charter papers) and Captain Flowery’s inso-
lence to his notice. Captain Flowery then produced his register, andheld it
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for their perusal as before stated; the commander persisted in demanding pos-

session of the register, which Captain Flowery would not permit, for fear of its

being destroyed, as the officers said they believed her to be Spanish property

under American papers. ‘The commander then ordered the crew of the “/Vil-

liam and Francis” mustered, which was done, after which a search was made

in the cabin, in trunks, and among clothing belonging to the captain and

officers of the “ William and Francis,” opening sealed letters, barrels of bread,

&c. ‘The commander then said if he found 20 barrels of bread on board he

would take her as a prize to Sierra Leone; and further, if he had fallen in with

her previous to discharging, and found the specie on board, he would have con-

demned her as.a bond fide prize. Captain Flowery replied he might do so, as —

he had the power, but it would be an act of piracy, being money legally shipped,

for which bills of lading were signed. The commander, in a high state of feel-

ing, told Captain Flowery he was a d nd saucy Yankee. About five p.m.

they left the “ William and Francis,” after keeping Captain Flowery under a

guard of four men with drawn swords since ten o’clock am. The vessel’s name —

was said to be Her Britannic Majesty’s brig “ Forester.”

All of which is respectfully submitted.

(Signed) PETER FLOWERY.

 

114, Madison Street.

 

No. 255.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Foe.

(Extract.) Foreign Office, April 21, 1841.

It appears that on several occasions vessels belonging to the United States

have been freighted from Rio de Janeiro to various places in Africa, for carry-

ing to those places equipments and cargoes intended to be there transferred to

slave vessels, and that the United States’ Commodore Ridgeley, has assured

Mr. Ouseley, that upon receiving officially the information which Mr. Ouseley

has led him to expect upon this subject, he will send some men-of-war at once

to the coast of Africa, to seize any United States’ vessel thus employed, and to

send them to the United States for trial. .

Iam to desire that you will by note communicate the substance of the

enclosed papers to Mr. Forsyth, expressing in that note the gratification of

Her Majesty’s Government at this proof of the readiness of the officers of the

United States’ navy to act in concert with Her Majesty’s officers for the sup-

pression of the African Slave Trade.

 

No. 256.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox.

Foreign Office, April 22, 1841.

Circular sending Convention with Hayti.

(See No. 1.)

 

No. 257.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox.

Foreign Office, May 8, 1841.

Circular Instructions against holding or being interested in Slave property.

. (See No. 2.)
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No. 258.

Piscount Palmerston to Mr, Fox.

Foreign Office, May 11, 1841.
Circular as to proposed Instructions to United States’ Functionaries in

Slave-holding countries.

(See No. 3.)

 

No. 259.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Foz.

Sir, Foreign Office, May 24, 1841. |
Wir reference to my Despatch of the 9th of February, 184], enclos-

ing a copy of a letter which by my directions had been addressed to the
Secretary of the Admiralty respecting American vessels engaged in Slave
Trade, I herewith transmit to you, for your information, a copy of a further
letter which, by my directions, has been addressed to that department upon
the subject in question.

I have, &c.

HS. Fox, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON.
Se. Se.

 

Enclosure in No. 259.

Lord Leveson to Sir John Barrow.

SIR, Foreign Office, May 18, 1841.
I nave laid before Viscount Palmerston your letter of the 3rd instant,

enclosing copies of the instructions which have been given to the Commanding
Officers of Her Majesty’s cruisers, * to abstain from capturing American
vessels engaged in Slave Trade.” And I am to request that you will state to
the Lords Commissioners of the Adiniralty, that Lord Palmerston is of opinion,
that where there is good reason to suspect that a vessel, met with by Her
Majesty's cruisers, may not be American, and may be engaged in Slave Trade,
the mere fact that she hoists an American flag ought not to protect such
vessel from being boarded for the purpose of examining her papers, and that
if such vessel shall be found to have on board American papers, which are
evidently irregular and imperfect, or if; having regular American papers on
board, she shall also have papers of another country, which has conceded to
Great Britain the right of search, such vessel ought, in either of thosecases,
to besearched ; and vessels so circumstanced, if, upon search, they are found
to be equipped for Slave Trade, or to have slaves on board, ought to be de-
tained, and to be sent in for adjudication to the proper tribunal, according to
the nature of the case. That is to say, if the vessel so detained shall not have
papers sufficiently regular to entitle her to claim the protection of the flag of
any nation, she should be sent to a British Court of Admiralty or Vice-Ad-
miralty, under the provisions of the Act of the 2nd and 3rd Victoria, cap. 73;
and if she should have papers proving her to be entitled to the protection of
the flag of any country which has conceded to Great Britain the mutual right
of search, she should be dealt with in the manner prescribed by the Treaty
concluded between Great Britain and that country. -

I am to add, for the information of the Lords of the Admiralty, that Her
Majesty’s Advocate-General concurs in opinion with Lord Palmerston upon
these points,

I am, &c.
Sir J. Barrow, (Signed) LEVESON.
Se. &e.
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No. 260.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fow.

Sir, Foreign Office, June 28, 1841. °

I Transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter from Lord Francis

Russell, requesting to know the result of an application made in April, 1840,

by Messrs. Stilwell, as agents for the officers and crew of Her Majesty’s sloop

«« Harlequin,” on account of claims preferred by them for the proceeds of the

American ship “ Wyoming.” And with reference to my despatch to you,

Slave Trade, of the 30th of May, 1841, I have to desire that you will acquaint

me with the result of the representation which in that despatch you were in-

structed to make to the United States’ Government upon this subject.

I am, &c.

H. S. Fox, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON.

Se. &e. §e.

 

Enclosure inNo. 260.

Lord Francis Russell to Viscount Palmerston.

My Lorp, 92, Arundel Street, Strand, June 19, 1841.

Wira reference to a letter addressed to your Lordship on the 29th of

- April, 1840, by Messrs. Stilwell of Arundel Street, the agents appointed by

myself, the officers and company of Her. Majesty’s sloop “ Harlequin,” late

under my command, enclosing, for transmission to the President of the United

States of America, an application founded on a decree of condemnation in the -

‘District Court of New York, dated 19th of October, 1839, in the case of the

American ship “ Wyoming,” directing the vessel to be sold and the proceeds

to be distributed according to law, for such part thereof as the captors would

have been entitled to, had they been American subjects, and praying that that

Government would in addition grant the captors the whole or some part of

that portion of the preceeds forfeited to the Government. _

As no reply to the letter in question has been received, I request to be in-

formed what steps have been taken by your Lordship, and if any reply has been

received from America on the subject.

’ [T have, &e.

(Signed) F. RUSSELL,

Commander, late Her Majesty's ship“ Harlequin.”

The Right Hon. Piscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

Se. &e. &e.

 

No. 261.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox.

Sir, os Foreign Office, July 14, 1841.

L nerewiTs transmit to you, for communication to the United States’

Government, a copy of a letter and of its enclosure, from the Admiralty, con-

taining intelligence respecting Slave Trade under the flag of the Union.

I have, &c.

H. 8. Fox, Esq. (Signed) | PALMERSTON.
&e. &e. -
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First Enclosure in. No. 261.

Sir John Barrow to Mr. Backhouse.

Admiralty, June 25, 1841.
Sir, (Received June 26.)

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send
you herewith, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, a copy ofaletter from
Captain Tucker, of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Wolverene,” dated the 16th of March
last, containing information relative to the Slave Trade.

I have, &e.

J. Backhouse, Esq. (Signed) JOHN BARROW.
&e. &e..

 

Second Enclosure in No. 261.

Commander Tucker to Mr. More O'Ferrail.

Her Majesty's sloop“ Wolverene,” at sea, latitude 5° 9' N.
Sir, - longitude 9° 28’ W., March 16, 1841.

T wave the honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, that on the 16th instant, off Sestos, I fell in with the
United States’ corvette of war “ Cyane,” Commander Latimir, and sent an-
officer on board of her to afford her commander every assistance, and to give
him every information in my power relating to vessels sailing under the
American flag, to which he returned a very polite and courteous answer, re-
gretting he was in great haste to reach Grand Bassa and Mesurado, and
wished to take every advantage of the present slant of wind in his favour, to
run over the current, or he should have had great pleasure in calling on me.
I regret I had not the opportunity of seeing and informing him of the number
of vessels which have covered, or are reported to have covered and protected
the nefarious Traffic in Slaves, by the use and abuse of the American flag
during the last year, although there have been two United States’ ships of war
on the station , the said vessels not affording any proof of being Spanish pro-
perty; but I still more and very deeply regret that the American men-of-war
remain so very short a time on the coast, and do not visit the coast to leeward
of Cape Palmas, as a great number of vessels engaged in the Slave Trade
under the protection of the American flag are to be found in the Bights of
Benin and Biafra, and the coast to the southward, as is proved by the follow-
ing extracts of returns of vessels boarded by the squadron under my orders,
and the extracts from different letters from the commanders.
The American men-of-war, I am convinced, have been of service on this

coast, inasmuch as the knowledge of it has prevented many vessels from raising
their flag, which were therefore obliged to resort to the Portuguese or Spanish
flags, in proof of which I beg to report that I received information from a
creditable quarter, that eleven vessels were to follow the American brig
. Douglas” to the River Nun, to take the slaves purchased with the cargo
carried in her by the consignee, Don Pablo Frexas. 1 detained the two first in
the River Nun, two escaped with slaves, then I detained the « Palmira,’ one of
the eleven, offthe Nun, but she was under Spanish colours. The “ Forester”
detained another, the “ Recurso,” off the Nun under the Portuguese flag, and
chased another off the Nun and prevented her entering by strictly blockading
it with vessels and boats, which were fired upon by her.

I have, &e.

(Signed) WILLIAM TUCKER,
R. M. O'Ferrail, Esq. Captain and Senior Officer in Command.

Ge. Se. §e.
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No. 262.

Viscount. Palmerston to Mr. Fow.

Sir, Foréign Office, July 16, 1841.
Wirn reference to my previous Despatches to you respecting the United

States’ vessel the “ Tigris,” detained by Lieutenant Matson, of Her Majesty’s
brig “ Waterwitch,” on a charge of being concerned in Slave Trade, and sent to

_ the United States’ port of Salem, to be delivered up to the authorities of that
place for trial, I herewith transniit to you, for your information, copies of corre-
spondence which has passed between this office and Mr. Consul Grattan, and this
office and the Admiralty, since the date of my last Despatch to you upon this
subject.

Tam, &c.

H. 8. Fox, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON.
&e. ce. Se.
 

Enclosures in No. 262.

1. Mr. Grattan to Viscount Palmerston, Boston, June 14, 1841.

2. Viseount Palmerston to Mr. Grattan, Foreign Office, July 14, 1841.

(See Nos. 313 and 314.) -

 

Third Enclosure in No. 262.

Sir John Barrow to Mr. Backhouse.

Sir, Admiralty, Tune 24, 1841.
I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send

you herewith, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, the copy of aletter,
No. 14, of the 3rd of April last, from Rear-Admiral Sir Edward D. King, and its
several enclosures (in original), relative to the Slave Trade, as carried on upon
the Brazils and Cape of Good Hope station, and the arrangements made for its
prevention.

 

Lam, &c.
J. Backhouse, Esq., (Signed) JOHN BARROW.

&e. &e. &e.

(Extract.) ~ Fourth Enclosure in No. 262.

Rear- Admiral Sir E. D. King to Mr. More O’Ferrall.

Sir, “ Southampton,” Simon’s Bay, April 3, 1841.

I waver the honour to enclose herewith the copy of a letter from Lieute-
nant Matson, of Her Majesty's brig “ Waterwitch,” dated the 19th of February
last, reporting. his proceedings in detaining the brig “ Tigris” under the flag of
the United States, for being concerned in the African Slave Trade.

I have carefully considered this case, and feel disposed.to approve of Lieute-
nant Matson’s conduct towards the vessel in question, as far as applies to her
examination, and the measures he took to establish the facts; but it appears to me
that he would have sufficiently met the merits of her offence had he forwarded
the evidence against her to the American Government, without incurring the
responsibility of taking possession and sending her in. charge to that country.
Her Majesty’s officers are certainly placed in great perplexity in dealing with

vessels under the American flag which they find engaged in the Slave Trade. I
shave specially cautioned those under my orders to be most guarded in their
conduct whilst boarding vessels bearing that flag, and which, by a strict but
courteous examination of their papers, may prove to belong to American citizens,
whether employed. in the Slave Trade or not, reminding them that we have no
convention with the United States conceding the right of mutual search, and J
think the officers are generally very careful in this respect; but the vigorous
‘Measures recently adopted by Her Majesty’s Government against vessels bearing



248 UNITED STATES.

the flag of Portugal, under which so much of the Slave Trade was formerly
carried on, having induced the persons engaged in that iniquitous pursuit to
assume the flag of America and to disguise themselves so thoroughly by fictitious
papers, mixed crews, and other contrivances for which there is great faciliy, the
cruisers find great difficulty in discerning what vessels are really entitled to its
protection, and from a proper desire not to give cause for offence to that Go-
vernment, no doubt allow many vessels to escape which a more severe scrutiny
would have detained.
From what I have seen and heard since I assumed this command, I feel quite

convinced that, unless a very different course indeed be adopted by the Ame-
rican Government from that at present pursued, there can be no reasonable
hope of effectually and permanently checking the Slave Trade; for whilst that
Government denies to British cruisers the right of searching, and almost that of
boarding vessels under its flag, it applies no adequate means of its own, either
to detect and punish American citizens engaged in the traffic, or to prevent
Portuguese, Brazilians, and other foreigners from carrying it on under the
apparent protection of the national colours.
The consequence is, that American slave-vessels, or vessels trading in slaves

under that flag, swarm the coasts of Africa and Brazil to an extent far beyond
general belief, and are daily increasing in number; at the same time that the
masters of such vessels, knowing their impunity, treat the boarding officers from
Her Majesty’s ships with the greatest insolence and abuse, throw every vexatious
impediment in the way of their properly performing their duty, and try all they
can to provoke them to some hasty act of aggression or quarrel, so as to form a
subject of complaint to the American Government.

I have, &c.
(Signed) E. D. KING,

R. M. O'Ferrall, Esq. Rear-Admiral and Commander-in- Chief.
&e. &e. &e.
 

Fifth Enclosure in No. 262.

Commander Matson to Rear-Admiral Sir E. D. King.

Her Majesty's brig “ Waterwitch,” at sea,
Sir, February 4, 1841.

I wave the honour to enclose copies of the documents relating to the
American brig “ Tigris,” detained and sent to the United States by me for being
engaged in the Slave Trade, which circumstance I repeated to Captain R. L.
Baynes, C.B., in my letter of the 11th of October, 1840.

I have, &c.
(Signed) H. J. MATSON,

Rear-Admiral Sir E. D. King, Lieutenant and Commander.
Se. —— &e. &e.

Sixth Enclosure in No. 262.

 

Commander Matson to the Secretary or Registrar of either of the Cireutt
Courts of the United States.

(See Thirteenth Enclosure in No..253, page 203.)

 

Seventh Enclosure in No. 262.

(A,)

(Translation.)

Angola.—Deposition made by the Black calledHemé.

_. On the 9th of October, 1840, in this town of Loando, province of Angola,
in the dwelling-house of the most deserving Judge “ Ordinary,” Ignacio Joaquim
de Mello Pereira, discharging the functions of a Judge “de Direito,” in this

provinceofAngola and its dependencies, whither I, the Notary, repaired for the
purpose of a deposition taken at the instance of Lieutenant Henry James Matson,
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commander of Her Britannic Majesty’s brig of war the “ Waterwitch,” from the
Black, Hemé, found by that Commander on board the American brig “ Tigris ;”
and there being present Jose Francisco de Coutto and Philip Vellasco, who had
been appointed interpreters, the said Judge tendered the oath on the Holy
Gospels, in virtue of which he charged them well and truly, and without guile or
malice, to declare and translate into the Portuguese idiom the depositions about
to be made by Hemé, the black, who was present; and they, having taken the
said oath, promising to comply with the above, proceeded to put to the black the
queries enjoined them by the Minister ; and Hemé deposed as follows :—

Is a native of the mountains of Guilengues, in Benguella; unable to tell his—
age, which seems to be thirteen or fourteen. Was brought there by one Nicolas,
who sold him to one Joaquim Ferreira ;. was sold by him to Alexandro, and by
him to Miguel Baptistor, inhabitant of Benguella, who bartered him to the mer-
chant Joao Maria de Souza e Almeida. ‘This latter kept him for service in his
house, and sent him, with others of his slaves, to the beach, to collect some lime
in barrels for domestic use; and during the time that deponent was taking care
of some of the barrels, and that the slaves were fetching others, deponent,
remaining alone on the beach, was seized by a crew of a boat belonging to some
foreign vessel, on board of which he was carried. On the same day the vessel
put to sea, and four days after he was transferred from thence to another vessel,
where he now is, and whence he was sent for this day to make the present depo- _
sition before the above Minister. Thereupon the Minister ordered the present
minute to be drawn up, which he signed, with the two interpreters and the
witnesses who attended, and who have signed their names. Alvaro da Costa, ~
Notary to the Judge “ de Direito,” who wrote this ; also signed it, Mello Pereira;
Alvaro da Costa; Joze Francisco de Couttho; Cross of the Interpreter Philip
Vellasco ; as witness, Francisco Texeira de Mirandez, Joze Gomez Rimirez.

Auto da Crime.

In the year of our Lord Jesus Christ 1840, 9th of October, in this town of
Loando, in the dwelling of the most deserving Judge Ordinary, Ignacio
Joaquim de Mello Pereira, serving the office in the absence of the proper Judge
of this province of Angola, I, the notary, attended for the purpose of proceed-
ing to an examination of any marks and impressions of irons that might be
discovered on the skin of Hemé, the black. That was done at the requisition
of the lieutenant who commands Her Britannic Majesty’s brig-of-war the
“‘Waterwitch.” Now there being likewise present the notary of the correc-
tional police, Manoel Antonio Rodriguez, be, I, the present notary, and the
witnesses signed below, proceeded to the said examination, during which it
was found that the said negro has not any marks of iron on his whole body,
save some traces of pock-marks on the arms, and a very little scar in the face,
about which the black, on being interrogated, replied that it proceeded from a
wound caused a long while ago with a piece of wood. On being questioned
whether it was not in the Isle of Thomas, or in some other place where that
wound had been given, he made answer that the wound was occasioned in the
Guilengues mountains in Benguella, his country, and that he never either was
at, or heard of the Isle of Thomas. The Minister having thus finished the
examination, ordered the present minute to be made out, which he signed
along with all the rest.

(Signed) The Judge, IGNACIO JOAQUIM DE MELLO
PEREIRA. .

Witnesses, ARRENEO P. P. DE CARPO.
| FRANCISCO R. DE MORIANDA. |

I, the Advocate, Ignacio Joaquim de Mello Pereira, the Judge Ordinario,
serving in lieu of the one “de direito,” of the first instance, in this province of
Angola and its dependencies, do make known, that to the end of its being on
record, I caused the present to be made out by the notary under my orders,
who wrote this, and that the signature underneath is that of the said notary,
affixed for the sake of authentification. Loando, 9th October, 1840. . Manoel
Antonio Rodriguez wrote it.

(Signed) IGNACIO JOAQUIM DE MELLO PEREIRA.
 

CassD.
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Eighth Enclosure in No. 262.

(B.)
Captain Frye to the Lieutenant commanding Her Majesty's brig “ Waterwitch.”

Sir,
- As you have detained the American brig “ Tigris,” under my command,

under circumstances which to you are suspicious, I wish fully to. explain all the
circumstances of the case to you.

July 27, 1840.—I arrived at St. Thomé direct from Salem, United States of
America; while there, finding my cook and steward drunk, I punished him,
and sent him out of the cabin, and requested Joze de Castro to let me have a
boy to carry to the United States to act as steward in the cabin; he let me have
one, but as I did not much like his appearance he told me that if he did not
prove good I might leave him with his friend John Almada, of Benguella, and
for that purpose I got a passport for him. Upon arriving at Benguella, which
I did on the 18th of September, I sent the boy on shore, and took a boy of
J. de Almada on board to carry to the United States, and put him on the ship-
ping articles. Letters which I carried to Benguella from J. de Castro to J.
Almada I think explained all to him, and the purpose for which I wanted him,
and what I was going to do with him.

October 7.—While I was on shore I saw your brig off the port; your boat:
soon after boarded the “ Tigris,” and upon the officer’s asking about the boy,
was told by the mate that he belonged to St. Thomé, and came from there;
and his reasons were, that as I was not on board he thought there were less
questions asked if he said he came from there. Soon my boat came on shore,
and informed me of the boy’s having been taken out of the brig by you; I
immediately went on board, and upon getting there was told by the mate that
he had told you the boy came on board at St. Thomé, and his reasons for so
doing. Soon after your boat returned, bringing back the boy; and I now,
thinking if I told you he came from Benguella, the different stories would lead
to some detention, I said he belonged to St. Thomas, as J. de Castro, of there,
is the one that gives him liberty to allow him to go to the United States. My
log-book and shipping-articles are sufficient security for me, and even if I had
him not logged, the custom of our vessels carrying these boys home to learn
English would warrant me in it. You now have on board a Krooboy that I
took at Cape Palmas on my last voyage, and I had him with me 12 or 14
months; on my previous voyage I had taken one of these boys home; Cape
Palmas was my first port, and then I had the boy on board, bringing him back,
at the same time I took said Kroo boy on board. Were more proof wanting as
regards my intention towards the boy, you will easily find it in the letters which
J. de Castro wrote to John Almada of Benguella.
One part of my conduct to you I regret exceedingly, and which I am aware

will lead me to great censure in the United States, that when you asked all my_
crew I did not check them ; but seeing all give you the same answer, I was in
hopes they did not recognise the boy, but was afterwards told by my mate that
he had told them all to say that he came from St. Thomé, as they were not on

oath.
(Signed) N. AUGUSTUS FRYE,

Commanding American brig “ Tigris.”

(Signed) Witness, Samuer Burnuam, Mate.

 

Ninth Enclosure in No. 262.

(C.)
(Translation.)

Minute of Deposition made by Joao Maria de Souza e Almeida, Merchant of
this place, respecting a boy, Gil, in the possession of deponent, as well as
respecting another of the name of Heme (or Ime), who remained at Angola,
according as the undersigned deposes :—

On the 16th of October, 1840, in this town of Benguella, in the dwelling

of the most meritorious Judge Ordinary and Captain, José Nunez de Costa,
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whither I, the Notary, repaired by his desire, there appeared present Joao Maria
de Souza e Almeida, merchant of this place, whom I identify and acknowledge

as such, and said, on being interrogated by the Judge, that having handed over

the boy Heme to the American vessel “* Tigris,” in place of another.of the name
of Gil, who was in possession of deponent, it became the occasion of the American

vessel being taken by the English brig “ Waterwitch.” At the same time there

also presented himself the Commander of the said English brig-of-war for the
purpose of obtaining a copy of the present minute, when. Almeida made the fol-
lowing deposition :—

That the merchant Joze de Castro Proza Maltros having transmitted to him

from the Isle of St. Thomas, in the American vessel “ Tigris,” through the

agency of her Captain, a black boy of the name of Gil, whom the said Castro was

to have sent to English America to learn the art of cookery, as appears by the

Document No. 1. Now Castro desiring that in lieu of him there might go

another boy of the same size and quality, by reason of the said Gil being already
domesticated in the said Isle of St. Thomas, and well acquainted with the country,

and likewise because Gil might be unwilling to submit to certain rules which .
Castro must needs lay down to Gil, with the view of his acquiring that art; on

which account the said Castro directed the exchange alluded to, to be effected.
In consequence whereof, deponent ordered Heme to go in place of Gil, inasmuch

as Heme is a boy of the same size, and a menial servant of deponent,as appears

from Document No. 2; and Heme was on the eve of departing from hence to
that island in order to join the said Castro; and as for the said black boy
Heme giving out that he had been forcibly carried on board the said vessel

“ Tigris,” and that therefore he had been kidnapped, it is downright at variance

with truth ; because, when deponent ordered him to leave work in order to

accompany a sailor of the above vessel “ Tigris,’ who came to receive from
deponent the correspondence for Prince’s Island, deponent gave Heme to under-
stand that though he did not speak the language of the country, he was leaving

for deponent’s land of nativity; and that he accompanied the said sailor to the

coast without being attended by any guard; neither was he a prisoner since he
stood in the relation of a domestic servant going on the business of deponent’s
house, and that he therefore need be under no uneasiness. In this stage, depo-

nent presented the black boy, Gil, who is in his possession, to the English Com-

mander,* who recognized him for the same they had already seen on board the
, above American vessel “ Tigris,’ when she sailed from the port of Ambriz for

this port of Benguella ; and when they examined that vessel, the Captain told

them what is set forth in the deposition.
And in order that their declaration to that effect may be known, as well as

for the purpose of its being on record for reference, he, the Judge, ordered the
present minute to be drawn up, which the Judge, the deponent, the English —
commanders, and all those present signed with me, Joze Salomao de Lemos
Pereira, examined notary, who penned it, also signed it.

(Signed) COSTA. a
JOSE SALMAO DE LEMOS

PEREIRA, 1840.
JOAO MARIA DE SOUZA

E ALMEIDA.
H. J, MATSON.
A. B. CURROR.
FREDERICK ELSTONE.
MANUEL ANTONIO FRED.

BARBOZA.
JOAQUIM MANOEL ESCO-

~ RAO.

I attest that the above signatures were written at Benguella, October 16,

1840. ’

J. Emttr. J. S., O. Palm.
(Signed) . _JOZE SALMAO DE LEMOS PEREIRA,

/ 1840, Examined Notary.

 

* There is no ground for the assertion of their having recognised the boy as belonging to the nation of

theNagoinas, for they did not visit that vessel, or ever behold the boy, having departed before the time.

, : (Signed) The Notary SOLOMON.
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I, the Captain Joze Nunes da Costa, Judge Ordinary of the Indies and of the
Mines in this city of Benguella, &c. &c., make known that the above signature
is that of the notary, under my orders, who wrote this, and that he signed it for
the sake of authenticity. Benguela, October 16, 1840. —

(Signed) J. S. DE LEMOS PEREIRA,
Notary.

JOZE NUNES DA COSTA.

 

Tenth Enclosure in No. 262.

(Translation.)

Public Instrument, containing an Extract from a Letter dated 6th of August,
1840, written from the Isle of St. Thomas, and signed by Joze de Castro
Roza Mattos to Joao Maria de Souza e Almeida of this place, as stated
below :—

You will receive by the hands of this American captain, who is my
friend, a black boy, for whom I take the liberty to request that you will send
me in exchange one of the same size, to the end that the said captain may
carry him among his crew to America to learn to cook. You will receive
from the same captain four doubloons, for which you will have the goodness
to buy for me tobacco, ivory, and bees-wax, all packed up in a small chest.
In case you should be disposed to transmit to me some tobacco, as a venture
on your own account, you may entrust it to the same captain, he being a safe
man. It was out of my power to forward the horses to you, for want of room;
the captain told me he could not bestow them, as his vessel was already over-
oa ded. an
The above is truly and faithfully extracted from the letter to which I refer,

and which was d livered to its address. And the present extract was penned,
signed, compared, and collated in this town of Benguella, on the 16th of Octo-
ber, 1840, by me, Joze Salomao de Lemos Pereira, examined notary, who wrote,
and, with a view to legalization, signed it.

J. Emittr. §. L. Devere. P. O. Palm.

(Signed) JOZE SALOMAO DE LEMOS
PEREIRA, 1840.

I, the Captain Joze Nunes da Costa, Judge Ordinary, and of the Indies and
the Mines in this city, &c., notify that from the certificate of the notary under
my charge who wrote this, it is known to me that the above is the public sign
and token; and that the above are the signatures of the notary, whose name is
affixed thereunto, and that I deem them authentic.

Benguella, October 16, 1840.

I, Joze Salomao de Lemos Pereira, Notary of the General, and of the Indies
and Mines, who penned this.

~ (Signed) JOZE NUNES DA COSTA.

 

Eleventh Enclosure in No. 262.

(Translation.)

Public Instrument, exhibiting a Letter entered in the book called the Copyist of
Letters, and written by Joze Maria de Souza e Almeida to Major Joxe de
Castro Roza de Matto, residing in Prince’s Island, dated the 13th October,
1840, as setforth below :—

Accorpine. to your desire, Sir, I made the exchange which you
ordered, sending, instead of the black boy in question, another of this country,
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for the purpose you mention, and I shall be most happy to learn that what I

have done meets with your approbation. The American captain, our friend,

has paid me the four Spanish doubloons, which, according to our present

course of 16,000 rees, amounted to 64,000 rees. I have purchased all that

you will find specified in the enclosed invoice. The goods I send you come to

120 contos and 4850 rees, so that you are debited in the sum 60,890 rees,

which I have charged to your account. I hope you will approve all F did in

compliance with your order. I have not minded the high price; indeed I

should havé been glad to pay even a higher, provided I could send you a good

article.
The above is a true copy from the respective book and article to which I

refer; and I have delivered the copy to the bearer. This was written, signed,

compared, and collated by me in this city of Benguella, on the 16th of October,

1840. ;

I, Jose Salomao de Lemos Pereira, examined Notary, who penned and signed
it with the public sign and mark.

I, the Captain Joze Nunes da Costa, Judge Ordinary, and of the Indies and
the Mines in this city, &c., notify, that in reference to the certificate of the

Notary under my authority, who wrote this, it is known to me that the above

are the public sign, mark, and signature of the Notary whose name is affixed ©
thereunto, and that I deem them authentic.

Benguella, October 16, 1840.

LJose Salomao de Lemos Pereira, Notary of the General, and of the Indies

and the Mines, have penned the above.

(Signed) JOZE NUNES DA COSTA.

 

Twelfth Enclosure in No. 262.

Lord Leveson to Sir John Barrow.

Sir, Foreign Office, July 13, 1841.

I wAVE laid before Viscount Palmerston your letter of the 24th ultimo,

with its enclosures, respecting Slave Trade carried on under the United States’

and Brazilian flags. And with reference to the account which these papers

contain of the proceedings of Lieutenant Matson, in detaining the United

States’ brig “ Tigris,” ona charge of being concerned in Slave Trade, I am

directed by Lord Palmerston to request you will observe to the Lords Com-

missioners of the Admiralty, that Lieutenant Matson ought not to have

meddled with the “ Tigris,” when he found that she was really United States’

property.
I am, &c.

Sir John Barrow, Bart. (Signed) LEVESON.
Se. &e. &e. :

 

No. 263.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson.

Foreign Office, August 5, 1841.

Tue Undersigned, &c., has received the notes addressed to him on the

13th of November, 1840, and on the ist of March last, by Mr. Stevenson,

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary from the United States,
complaining of the search and detention ofthe United States’ vessel “ Douglas,”

and of the ill treatment of her crew, by Lieutenant Seagram, of Her Majesty’s

me Termagant,” employed on the coast of Africa in suppressing Slave
rade, -
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In these two communications from Mr. Stevenson, it is stated, that on the
2ist of October, 1839, Lieutenant Seagram boarded the “ Douglas” while she
was pursuing her voyage on the coast of Africa, examined the ship’s papers
and the passengers’ passports, broke open the hatches, hauled down the
American flag, and seized the vessel as a slaver; that he kept possession of
her during eight days, namely, from the 21st of October, 1840, to the 29th of
the same month; that the officers and men of the “ Douglas” became ill
from their exposure to the sun, and that, in consequence, three of them died,
and the captain is still in bad health. And Mr. Stevenson expresses the con-

_fident expectation of the President of the United States, that Her Majesty’s
Government will make prompt reparation for the conduct of Lieutenant Sea-
gram in this case, and will take efficient means. to prevent the recurrence of
such abuses.
The Undersigned has, in reply, to state that, in pursuance of the wish ex-

pressed by Mr. Stevenson on the part of his Government, a strict investiga-.
tion has, by order of the Lords of the Admiralty, been made into the parti-
culars of this case, and the result is as follows :—

Lieutenant Seagram, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Termagant,” em-
ployed in suppressing the Slave Trade on the coast of Africa, had been

' apprised by the commanding officer of Her Majesty’s ships on that coast, of
an agreement entered into by that officer with Commander Paine, of the United
States’ Navy, for searching and detaining ships found trading in slaves under
the United States’ fag ; and Lieutenant Seagram having, on the 21st of Octo-
ber, 1839, met with the ship “ Douglas” carrying the flag of the Union, he
boarded her and made inquiries as to the voyage on which she was bound.
Lieutenant Seagram was received on board the “ Douglas” with great in-
civility, and a disinclination was shown to reply to any questions relating to
her voyage; but he ascertained that she was bound to the River Bras, and he
found on board of her seven Spaniards, who were going to that river, where
no trade but the Slave Trade ts carried on. ,

Lieutenant Seagram requested to see the papers of the “‘ Douglas,” but the
captain of the ‘‘ Douglas” could produce no custom-house clearance, and
had made an entry on his log that on leaving the Havana he could not procure
one, and that he had returned to the harbour to obtain such a paper, but had
left the harbour again without it. This circumstance appeared suspicious to
Lieutenant Seagram; and on examining the papers produced by the captain
of the “ Douglas,” he found that the “ Douglas” was consigned to a well-
known slave-trader, Don Pablo Frexas, who was then on board of her, and to
whom the slaving vessels “ Asp” and “ Lark,’ which had been recently con-
demned for Slave Trade, had been consigned.

Lieutenant Seagram pressed for permission to examine the hold of the ves-
sel, and the consignee gave him permission to examine her freight, because
he conceived that it was protected by the United States’ flag; and under the
same impression he acknowledged to Lieutenant Seagram that her cargo was
Spanish, and had been shipped as American solely for the purpose of avoiding
seizure.
The hatches of the vessel having then been opened, and Lieutenant Seagram

having proceeded to examine her, it was discovered that she was fitted out for
Slave Trade, with leaguers, hoops, and staves, a slave-deck in planks, and
three complete slave-coppers.

Lieutenant Seagram reports, that under these circumstances he should have
sent the “ Douglas” to the United States to be delivered up to the authorities
of that country, but that he had received orders from the commanding officer
of Her Majesty’s vessels on the coast of Africa, not to send any vessels to the
United States until he should have been informed what course the United
States’ Government took as to the slave-vessels the “ Hagle” and “ Clara,”
which had been sent to the United States by that commanding officer, with a
view to assist the American Government in preventing the abuse of the-national
flag ofthe Union.

But Lieutenant Seagram, not having received any information on this point
at the end of eight days after the detention of the “ Douglas,” thought it his
duty then to release the“‘Douglas,” instead of detaining her longer or sending
her to the United States.
From the facts above stated, there appears little doubt that if the “ Douglas”
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had been sent to the United States, she would have been condemned for trad-
ing in slaves under the flag of the Union; and had she been tried before the
Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, the proofs that the slave-trading voyage
on which she was engaged was in fact a Spanish enterprise were strong enough
to have warranted her condemnation in the British and Spanish Court, as a
Spanish slaver. ,
With respect to the assertion that three men died from the effects of exposure

to the sun, in consequence of the detention of the vessel, the Undersigned has
to state, that it appears that the vessel remained on her own account in the African
seas two months after her detention by Lieutenant Seagram; and as none of the -
men died until after those two months, there seems no reason to suppose that the
death of the two men in question was occasioned by the detention of the vessel by
Lieutenant Seagram. .
With respect to the statement that Lieutenant Seagram ordered the American

flag to be hauled down, it is to be observed, that the master of the “ Douglas,”
in his protest, declares that he himself, and not Lieutenant Seagram, ordered the
United States’ flag to be hauled down.
As to any loss of provisions or stores, it is stated by the American master that

the English prize-crew brought their provisions with them to the ‘ Douglas ;”
and he does not even assert that they consumed any provisions belonging to the
“ Douglas,” or that any of the stores of that vessel were lost.
With respect to the allegation of the American master, that the prize-crew had

secreted one demijohn of rum, forming part of the cargo of the vessel, it seems _
probable that there is an error in that allegation, because the hatches of the vessel
were opened and closed again in the presence of Lieutenant Seagram, and no
complaint was made to that officer, either by the master or by the consignee, that
any loss or damage had been done to the cargo; indeed the master, on resuming
charge of his vessel, declared to Lieutenant Seagram that he had no complaint to
make.
From the foregoing statement, it will appear that the visit, the search, and the

detention of the “ Douglas,” by Lieutenant Seagram, took place under a_ full
belief, on the part of that officer, that he was pursuing a course which would be ~
approved by the Government of the United States; and in his conduct towards
the crew of the vessel, he appears scrupulously to have avoided any act which
would justly give cause of offence to a friendly Power. oo
The Undersigned has therefore to express the confident hope ofHer Majesty’s.

Government, that, upon a consideration of the whole case, the Government of the
United States will be of opinion that, although the act of Lieutenant Seagram in
detaining an United States’ slave-trading vessel was in the abstract irregular, yet —
the impression under which he did it, and the motives which prompted him to do.
it, exempt him from any just blame. ,
But the Undersigned cannot refrain from requesting Mr. Stevenson to draw the

serious attention of the Government of the United States to-this case, which
affords a striking example of the manner in which the vessels and flag of the
United States are employed by Spanish, Portuguese, and Brazilian criminals, to
protect their piratical undertakings, in utter contempt of the laws of the Union, and | |
in open defiance of the Federal Government.

. / The Undersigned, &c.
A, Stevenson, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON.

Se. §e. §e.

 

No. 264. —

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson.

Foreign Office, August 5, 1841.
Tue Undersigned, &c., has received the Note which Mr. Stevenson, &c.,

addressed to him on the 27th of February last, complaining that the schooner
“* Jago,” bearmg the United States’ flag, and commanded by Mr. Adolphus
Dupony, had been detainedby Her Majesty’s brigantine “'Termagant,” Lieu-
tenant Seagram; and that the schooner “ Hero,” under the United States’ flag,



256 UNITED STATES.

and commanded by Mr. B. M‘Connell, had been detained by Her Majesty's brig
“© Lynx.”

Mr. Stevenson complains in the first place that injury was done in these cases
to the purposes of the voyage, and to the cargo and stores on board the vessels
detained ; and he contends, in the second place, that Her Majesty’s naval officers
had no excuse, and much less any justification, for detaining these vessels; and he
adds that it is wholly immaterial whether the vessels detained were equipped for,
or actually engaged in Slave Traffic, or not.
With regard to the allegation of damages done to the cargoes of these vessels,

-the Undersigned begs to remind Mr. Stevenson that the papers whichhe trans-
mitted to the Undersigned show that in the case of the ‘‘ Iago,” the money
which was lost was stolen by the crew of the “ Jago” while the master was absent
on shore, and that it was not abstracted by the crew of the detaining vessel; and
it is fair to presume that the chronometer and the watch which were also lost on
board that vessel, were taken by the same persons who stole the money. .
With respect to the damage said to have been done to the cargo of the “ Hero”

during the search of that vessel, the Undersigned has requested the Board of
Admiralty to cause inquiries to be made upon that matter, and he will acquaint
Mr. Stevenson with the result.
With regard to the justification which the British officers had for detaining

these American vessels, with respect to the detention of which Mr. Stevenson says
that there is “‘ no shadow of pretence for exercising, much less justifying, the
right of search or detention of vessels under the United States’ flag by vessels of
Her Majesty’s navy,” the Undersigned has to state, that a formal agreement was
entered into on the 11th of March, 1840, by the commanding officer of Her
Majesty’s ships on the coast of Africa, and the officer commanding the vessel sent
by the United States’ Government to suppress the Slave Trade of the United
States on the African coast; and by that agreement, those officers, for the pur-
pose of “‘ carrying into execution the orders and views of their respective Govern-
ments respecting the suppression of the Slave Trade, requested each other and
agreed” to detain all vessels under the United States’ flag, found to be fully
equipped for and engaged in Slave Tirade; and it was agreed that such vessels
should eventually be handed over to the United States’ cruisers if proved to be
United States’ property, and to British cruisers if proved to be Spanish, Portu-
guese, Brazilian, or English property.
The Undersigned would therefore submit that the commanding officers of Her

Majesty’s vessels had no reason to suppose that when giving effect to this agree-
ment by detaining vessels bearing the United States’ flag, and engaged in Slave
Trade, they were doing a thing which would be disagreeable to the Government
of the United States.
With respect to the “ Iago,” the Undersigned has to observe, that that vessel

was fully equipped for Slave Trade; that the papers found on board of her were
of a suspicious character; that all her crew but two were Spaniards; and Her
Majesty's Advocate-General, to whom the case was referred, has reported it to be
his opinion that the Commissioners at Sierra Leone would have been justified in
proceeding to the adjudication of the vessel ; and that if the case had been investi-
gated by them, sufficient proof would have been afforded that the vessel was in
reality Spanish, and not American property, and that, consequently, she was

~ tiable to condemnation.
The Undersigned trusts that the foregoing statement will show that there is

good reason for doubting that any wilful damage was done to the cargo of
either of the two vessels in question by the crews of the detaining ships; and
that, although indisputably true that British cruisers have no right, as such, to
search and detain vessels which are the property of citizens of the United States,
even though such vessels may evidently be engaged in Slave Trade, yet in these
cases the British naval officers acted in pursuance of a special agreement with a
naval officer of the United States, and they were therefore justified in believing
that, instead of doing anything which would be complained of by the Govern-
ment of the United States, they were furthering the views and forwarding the
wishes of that Government. ,

Such cases, however, cannot happen again, because positive orders were sent
' by the Admiralty, in February last, to all Her Majesty’s crusiers employed for
the suppression of the Slave Trade, not again to detain or meddle with United
States’ vessels engaged in the Slave Trade.
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These orders have been sent by Her Majesty’s Government with great pain
and regret, but as an act due by them to the rights of the United States.
Her Majesty’s Government, however, cannot bring themselves to believe

that the Government of Washington can seriously and deliberately intend that
the flag and vessels of the Union shall continue to be, as they now are, the

shelter under which the malefactors of all countries perpetrate with impunity
crimes which the laws of the Union stigmatize as piracy, and punish with death.
But unless the United States’ Government shall consent to make with the
other Powers of Christendom, some agreement of the nature of that which
their naval officer on the coast of Africa spontaneously entered into with the |

British naval commander on that station, these abuses will not only continue to
exist, but will increase in magnitude every day; and the end will be, that the
Slave Trade will be carried on exclusively under the shelter of the flag and by
the special protection of the Executive Government of that nation whose Le-
gislature was amongst the first to pronounce the crime infamous, and to affix
to it the severest penalties.

The Undersigned, &c.

(Signed) PALMERSTON.
A. Stevenson, Esq.

Se. &e.

P.S.—I return to you, according to your request, the original papers en-
closed in your Note of the 27th of February last, on the subject of the “ Lago.” |

 

No. 265.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox.

Sir, Foreign Office, August 5, 1841.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith for your information copies of correspond-
ence which has passed between Mr. Stevenson and myself respecting the ves-
sels “ Douglas,’ “ Hero,” and ‘* Iago,” which, while bearing the United States’
flag, were detained by Her Majesty’s cruisers, upon a suspicion that those
vessels were engaged in Slave Trade.

I have, &c.

(Signed). PALMERSTON.
HH. S. Fou, Esq.

&e. &e. &e.

 

Enclosures in No. 265.

1. Mr. Stevenson to Viscount Palmerston, November 13, 1840.

(See Class D., 1840, No. 114, p. 93.)

2. Mr. Stevenson to Viscount Palmerston, February 27, 1841.

(See No. 246.)

8. Mr. Stevenson to Viscount Palmerston, March 1, 1841.

(See No. 247.)

4. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson, August 5, 1841.

(See No. 263.)

5. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson, August 5, 1841.

(See No. 264.)

 

Crass D.
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No. 266.

Mr. Stevenson to Viscount Palmerston.

32, Upper Grosvenor-street, August 9, 1841

My Lorp, (Received August 10.)

On my return to London, after a temporary absence of a few days, I
found the two communications which your Lordship did me the honour to ad-

_ dress to me, under date of the 5th instant, in answer to my notes of the 13th
of November, the 27th of February, and the Ist of March last, complaining of
the seizure and detention of three American vessels, the ‘“ Douglas,” “‘ Iago,”

and “ Hero,” and the ill treatment of their crews, by Her Majesty’s cruisers
employed on the African coast in suppressing the Slave Trade. Having, in my
previous communications, said all that I deemed important on the subject of
these repeated aggressions upon the vessels and commerce of the United States,
and the rights of their flag, I can haye no inducement at this time to trouble
your Lordship with any further remarks, and shall therefore content myself
with transmitting to my Government, at the earliest day, copies of your Lord-
ship’s notes, with whom it will rest to decide upon the sufficiency of the expla-
nations which they contain, in justification of the conduct of the commanders
of Her Majesty’s brigs of war the “'Termagant” and the “ Lynx.” -

It is proper, however, that I should seize the earliest opportunity to acquaint
your Lordship that in relation to the agreement which it is alleged was en-
tered into between the commander of the British squadron on the African coast,
and the officer in command of the vessel sent by the Government of the United
States to suppress the Slave Trade, allowing the. mutual right of searching and
detaining all British and American vessels found trading in slaves, I have no
other information than that communicated in your Lordship’s notes, and have
had no reason to suppose that such authority had been confided by the Ame-
rican Government to any of its naval officers.

I pray your Lordship, &c.

 

(Signed) A. STEVENSON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &ec.

No. 267.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson.

Foreign Office, August 17, 1841.

Viscount Patmerston presents his compliments to Mr. Stevenson, and
with reference to Mr. Stevenson’s note of the 9th instant, has the honour to
transmit herewith to Mr. Stevenson a copy of the agreement entered into be-

_ tween Captain Tucker of Her Majesty's sloop ‘“‘ Wolverene,” and Lieutenant
Paine of the United States’ ship of war “‘ Grampus,” which was referred to in
the notes addressed by Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson on the Sth inst.,
on the subject of the detention of the vessels the “ Douglas,” the “ Iago,” and
“* Hero,” by Her Majesty’s cruisers.

A. Stevenson, Esq.
—~&e. Se. Fe.

 

Enclosure in No. 267.

Agreement entered into between Lieutenant Tucker and Lieutenant Paine,
March 11, 1840.

(See Class D, 1840, Fifth Enclosure in No. 89, page 76.)
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No. 268.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson.

Foreign Office, August 27, 1841.

Tue Undersigned, &c. &c., has the honour to acknowledge the receipt

ofthe note from Mr. Stevenson, &c., dated the 14th of August, 1840, in reply

to the note of the Undersigned, dated the 23rd of April, 1840, on the subject

of a complaint made by the American Government against the officer in com-

mand of Her Majesty’s brig “Grecian,” for having boarded the American

merchant-ship “ Susan,” when off the light of Cape Frio, in the month of

April, 1839.
The Undersigned begs leave to state to Mr. Stevenson, in reply to the

remarks contained in his last note, that Her Majesty's Government do not

pretend that Her Majesty’s naval officers have any right to search American

merchantmen met with, in time of peace, at sea; and if in some few cases such

merchantmen have been searched when suspected of being engaged in Slave

Trade, this has been done solely because the British officer who made the

search imagined that he was acting in conformity with the wishes of the

United States Government, in endeavouring to hand over to the United States

tribunals ships and citizens of the Union found engaged ina flagrant violation

of the law of the Union. Such things, however, will not happen again, be-

cause orders have been given which will prevent their recurrence. .

But there is an essential and fundamental difference between searching a

vessel and examining her papers to see whether she is legally provided with

documents entitling her to the protection of any country, and especially of the

country whose flag she may have hoisted at the time. For though by common

parlance the word “ flag” is used to express the test of nationality, and though,

according to that acceptation of the word, Her Majesty’s Government admit

that British cruisers are not entitled in time of peace to search merchant-

vessels sailing under the American flag, yet Her Majesty’s Government do not

mean thereby to say that a merchantman can exempt herself from search by.

merely hoisting a piece of bunting with the United States emblems and

colours upon it: that which Her Majesty’s Government mean is, that the

rights of the United States flag exempt a vessel from search when that vessel

is provided with papers entitling her to wear that flag, and proving her to be

United States property, and navigated according to law. But this fact can-

not beascertained unless an officer of the cruizer, whose dutyit is to ascertain

this fact, shall board the vessel, or unless the master of the merchantman shall

bring his papers on board the cruizer; and this examination of the papers of

merchantmen suspected of being engaged in Slave ‘Trade, even though they

may hoist an United States flag, is a proceeding which it is absolutely neces-

sary that British cruizers employed in the suppression of the SlaveTrade

should continue to practise, and to which Her Majesty's Government are fully

persuaded’ that the United States Government cannot, upon consideration,

object. Because, what would be the consequence of a contrary practice?

What would be the consequence if a vessel engaged in the Slave Trade could

protect herself from search by merely hoisting an United States flag? Why,

it is plain that in such case every slave-trading pirate, whether Spanish, ' Por-

tuguese, or Brazilian, or-English, or French, or of whatever nation he might

be, would immediately sail under the colours of the United States; every

criminal could do that, though he could not procure genuine American

papers; and thus all the treaties concluded among the Christian Powers for

the suppression of Slave Trade would be rendered a dead letter; even the

laws of England might be set at defiance by her own subjects, and the slave

traders would be invested with complete impunity. Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment are persuaded that the United States Government cannot maintain a

doctrine which would necessarily lead to such monstrous consequences ; but

the Undersigned is bound in duty frankly to declare to Mr. Stevenson that to

such a doctrine the British Government never could or would subscribe. ‘The

cruizers employed by Her Majesty’s Government for the suppression of Slave

Trade must ascertain, by inspection of papers, the nationality of vessels met

withby them under circumstances which justify a suspicion that such vessels
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are engaged in Slave Trade, in order that if such vessels are found to belong
to a country which has conceded to Great Britain the mutual right of search,
they may be searched accordingly, and that if they be found to belong toa
country which, like the United States, has not conceded that mutual right,
they may be allowed to pass on, free and unexamined, to consummate their
intended iniquity. Her Majesty's Government feel convinced that the United
States’ Government will see the necessity of this course of proceeding. But.
Her Majesty’s Government would fain hope that the day is not far distant
when the Government of the United States will cease to confound two things
which are in their nature entirely different, will look to things and not to words,
and perceiving the wide and entire distinction between that right of search
which has heretofore been a subject of discussion between the two countries,
and that right of search which almost all other Christian nations have mutually
given each other for the suppression of the Slave Trade, will join the Christian
league, and will no longer permit the ships and subjects of the Union to be |
engaged in undertakings which the law of the Union punishes as piracy.

The Undersigned, &e.,

A, Stevenson, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON.
&e. Se. ,

 

No. 269.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson.

Foreign Office, August 27, 1841.

THE Undersigned, &c. has had under his consideration the note which
Mr. Stevenson, &c. did him the honour to address to him under date of the
15th May, 1840, complaining of the detention of a brig under American
colours called the “ Mary” by Her Majesty’s ship “ Forester.” ;

In this note Mr. Stevenson, assuming the information furnished to the
United States’ Government by Mr. Trist, their Consul at the Havana, to be
complete and correct, prefers a claim for indemnity to the owners ‘of the
“ Mary,” and asks for the exemplary punishment of the commander of the
“* Forester ” and those concerned in the proceedings taken by that officer against
the “ Mary ;” proceedings which, in Mr. Stevenson’s opinion, seem to want
nothing to give them the character of a most flagrant and daring outrage, and
very little, if anything, to sink them into an act of open and direct piracy.
The Undersigned has now the honour to inform Mr. Stevenson that the more

particular information which has been furnished to Her Majesty's Government
as to this vessel, places the question in a very different light from that in which
it has been presented to the Government of the United States; and the Under-
signed trusts that the following statement will satisfy Mr. Stevenson that
although the vessel herself, being ill-built, might not have been intended
actually to convey negroes from the coast of Africa, yet she was in reality the
property of a Spanish slave-dealer, and was employed by him for the purposes
of Slave Trade.
The papers found on board ‘this vessel by the commander of the “ Forester”

showed that on the 24th January, 1839, a bill of sale was prepared at the
Havana by Mr. J. A. Smith, the Vice-Consul of the United States at thatport,
setting forth that a permanent American register, No. 48, had been granted to
the brig ‘“‘ Mary,” of Philadelphia, on the 17th June, 1837, and that the brig
was at that time owned by Joseph J. Snowden of Philadelphia, and was com-"
manded by J. H. Haven. Joseph J. Snowden, the original owner, then gave a
power of attorney and substitution to Charles Snowden, who again nominated
Pedro Manegat, the notorious slave dealer, but who was described in that docu-
ment merely as a merchant at the Havana, to sell and transfer the “ Mary.”

Eight days afterwards Pedro Manegat professedly sold the “ Mary” to a per-
son named Pedro Sabate of New Orleans, who on the 2nd May appointed as
her master Charles Snowden, the same person who three months before had
named Pedro Manegat as his agent to sell the “ Mary,” and on the 18th June
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Pedro Sabate replaced Snowden by appointing David Tomlinson to the

command. .

This Pedro Manegat, the pretended seller, but real purchaser of the “ Mary,”

is the same individual who in like manner owned the following nominally

American vessels, namely, the “ Hyperion,” which left the Havanain December,

1838, as an American vessel, and was afterwards condemned as the Spanish

schooner “ Isabel ;’’ the schooner “ Hayard,” which was detained, and errone-

ously released in February, 1839, under circumstances similar to those which

mark the case of the “ Mary ;” and the “ Octavia,” also condemned as Spanish

property, which last-named vessel Pedro Manegat had only employed as he ~

did the “ Mary,” namely, to carry goods for the purchase of slaves to agents on

the coast. — .

The Spanish ma ster Tomas Escheverria, and a Spanish crew, were shipped

on board the “ Mary” as passengers; among them were several individuals

who were recognised as having been formerly captured in slave vessels— Esche-

verria himself having been master of the Spanish schooner “ Norma” when that

vessel was captured with 234 slaves on board.
The ship’s articles set forth that the crew were engaged to navigate the

“ Mary” from the Port of Havana to the Gallinas, or wherever else the master

may direct. :
in two of the three papers which the master, David Tomlinson, produced to

prove his American citizenship, he is styled Pilo B. Tomlimertz, and in the

third P. B. Tomlinson, while in the log enclosed in Mr. Stevenson’s note he © .

is called Captain Thomason. oo

The clearance and bills of lading showed that the owners of the cargo were

Blanco and Carvallo, Pedro Martinez and Company, Pedro Manegat, and

Tomas Escheverria (the Spanish captain), all well-known. slave traders; and

the consignees Tomas Rodriguez Buron, Ignacio P. Rolo, and- Theodore

Canot of the Gallinas, long and well known to the naval officers employed in

suppressing the Slave Trade on the coast, as factors for the purchase and ship-

ment of slaves. .

Thus the papers produced to the captain of the “ Forester” by Tomlinson.

were of themselves sufficient to show that this was one of the then frequent cases.

in which the flag of the United States had been fraudulently assumed, and: all

doubt was removed as to the real character of the undertaking in which the

vessel was employed, when on further search there were found on board of her

some slave coppers, two bags of shackles, large water leaguers, and a slave

deck, the latter being noted as shipped under the denomination of 500 feet of

lumber.
Under these circumstances the Undersigned is of opinion that the commander

of Her Majesty’s ship “ Forester” was fully justified in considering the “ Mary”

to be a Spanish vessel, and consequently in taking her before the British and —

Spanish Court; and accordingly when the British Commissioners reported to

Her Majesty’s Government that the Judges had refused to allow the “ Mary”

to be libelled in that Court, under the impression that the mere fact of her

having the American flag hoisted should have protected her from visitation and

search by a British cruiser, the British Commissioners were told that there was

"in the opinion of HerMajesty's Government reason to suppose that the “ Mary”

was a Spanish, and not an American vessel, and that the Judges ought there-

fore to have allowed her to be libelled in the British and Spanish Court; for

~ that although “ British ships-of-war are not authorized to visit and search Ame-

rican vessels on the high seas, yet if a vessel which there is good reason to

suppose is in reality Spanish property, is captured and brought into a port in

which a Mixed British and Spanish Court is sitting, the Commissioners may

properly investigate the case, and upon sufficient proof being adduced of the

Spanish character of the vessel, and of her having been guilty of a breach of

the Treaty between Great Britain and Spain for the Suppression of the Slave

Trade, the Court may condemn her, notwithstanding that she was sailing under

the American flag, and had American papers on board.”

With respect to the general question of the search of vessels under the. Ame-

rican flag by British cruisers, the Undersigned begs to refer Mr. Stevenson to

his other Note of this day’s date, relative to the case of the “ Susan,” in which

the Undersigned has fully, and he hopes satisfactorily, replied: to the represen-

tations made by Mr. Stevenson on that subject.
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The Undersigned begs to return to Mr. Stevenson the log kept by John
Hutton while acting as mate on board the “ Mary,” and avails himself, &e.

(Signed) PALMERSTON.
A, Stevenson, Eszq.,

Se. Se.

 

No. 270.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox.

Sir, Foreign Office, dugust 31, 1841.
Wir reference to my Despatch of the 5th instant, relative to the search

of vessels under the American flag by Her Majesty’s cruisers, I herewith transmit -
to you the accompanying copies of correspondence which has passed between the
Minister of the United States in this country and myself, relative to the case of
the “ Susan,” which vessel was boarded and examined by Her Majesty’s ship
“ Grecian.”

Tam, &c.
AI. S. Fox, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON.
$e. &e. &e.

 

. Enclosures in No. 270.

1. Mr. Stevenson to Viscount Palmerston, August 26, 1839.

(See No, 237.)

2. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson, September 9, 1839.

(See No. 238.)

_ 8. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson, April 23, 1840.
(See No. 239.)

4, Mr. Stevenson to Viscount Palmerston, August 14, 1840.

(See No. 241.)

3. Viseount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson, August 27, 1841.

(See No. 268.)

 

No. 271.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Fox.

Sir, 7 Foreign Office, August 30, 1841.
Wrru reference to my other despatch of this day’s date about the Ameri-

can vessel ‘ Susan,” I herewith transmit to you, for your information, copies of
correspondence which has passed between the Minister of the United States in
this country and myself, relative to the case of the “ Mary,’ detained under
American colours by Her. Majesty’s ship “ Forester.”

. Tam, &c.
A. S. Fox, Esq. | (Signed) PALMERSTON. |
Se. Se. Se.
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Enclosures in No. 271.

1. Mr. Stevenson to Viscount Palmerston, May 15, 1840.

(See No. 240.)

2. Viscount Palmersten to Mr. Stevenson, August 27, 184d.

(See No. 269.)

 

No. 272.

Mr. Stevenson to the Harl of Aberdeen.

32, Upper Grosvenor Street, September 10, 1841. |

(Received September 11.) ,

Tur Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary

from the United States, has the honour to acquaint the Earl of Aberdeen, Her Ma-

jesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that he has had the honour

to receive the two communications addressed to him by Lord Viscount Palmer-

ston, Her Majesty’s late Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, under

date of the 30th ultimo, upon the subject of the improper and harassing conduct

of British cruisers towards the vessels and flag of the United States in the African

seas. In communicating the decision of Her Majesty’s Government upon the

claims submitted to its consideration, it would have given the Undersigned great

satisfaction to have represented that decision as one calculated to do justice to the.

individual claimants, and in accordance with the just rights and interests of his

country. He had indulged a confident hope that the complaints which had been

made upon the subject would have been followed not only by suitable atonement

and reparation, but an immediate abandonmentof the system of wrong and

violence, to which the vessels and commerce of the United States had been so

long exposed, by the misconduct of the British cruisers in the African seas.

This course he had expected, not less from the justice of Her Majesty's Govern-

ment, than the friendly relations subsisting between the two countries. . It is,

therefore, with painful surprise and regret, that the Undersigned now learns from ,

Lord Palmerston’s communications, that these proceedings of Her Majesty’s

cruisers have not only been approved and justified, and the injuries which ensued

to remain unredressed, but that a right is now asserted by Her Majesty's Govern-

ment over the vessels and flag of the United States, involving high questions of

national honour and interest, of public law, and individual rights. Having here-

tofore, in his correspondence with Lord Palmerston, discussed the merits of these

claims, and the principles involved in them, and presented the views and expec-

tations of his Government upon the subject, the Undersigned does not feel it

incumbent on him at this time to open again the general discussion, or recapitulate:

the particular circumstances bywhich these cases might justly claim to be dis-

tinguished. Referring Lord Aberdeen to the previous correspondence which has

taken place, the Undersigned will refrain from the further discussion of the indi-

vidual cases, and content himself with a brief examination of those parts of Lord

Palmerston’s Note in which a power is for the first time distinctly asserted by Her

Majesty's Government over the vessels and flag of the United States, in time of

peace, on the high seas. In order to ascertain the precise nature. and character

of this new and extraordinary power, it may be proper to quote those parts of his

Lordship’s communication in which it is asserted. They are in the following

words :—* The Undersigned begs leave. to state to Mr. Stevenson, in reply to

the remarks contained in his last note, that Her Majesty's Government do not

pretend that Her Majesty’s naval officers have any right to search American mer-

chantmen met with in time of peace at sea. But there is an essential and funda-

mental difference between searching a vessel and examining her papers to see

whether she is legally providedwith documents entitling her to the protection of

any country, and especially of the country whose flag she may have hoisted at the

time. For though, by common parlance, the word ‘flag’ is used to express the

test of nationality, and though, according to that acceptation of the word, Her

Majesty's Government admit thatBritish cruisers are not entitled in time of peace

to search merchant vessels sailing under the American flag, yet Her Majesty’s

Government do not mean thereby to say, that a merchantman can exempt herself

from search by merely hoisting a piece of bunting with the United States’ emblem
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and colours upon it. That which Her Majesty’s Government mean is, that the
rights of the United States’ flag exempt a vessel from search when that vessel is
provided with papers entitling her to wear that flag, and proving her to be United
States’ property, and navigated according to law.” And again,—‘ The cruisers
employed by Her Majesty's Government for the suppression of the Slave Trade
must ascertain by inspection of the papers the nationality of vessels met with by
them under circumstances which justify a suspicion that such vessels are engaged
in Slave Trade, in order that, if such vessels are found to belong to a country
which has conceded to Great Britain the mutual right of search, they may be
searched accordingly; and that if they be found to belong to a country which,
like the United States, has not conceded that mutual right, they may be allowed
to pass on free and unexamined, to consummate their intended iniquity.”
Here we have the direct assertion of a right on the part of British cruisers to

board and detain all vessels sailing under the flag of the United States, whether
American or not, for the purpose of ascertaining, by an examination of their
papers, their national character, and deciding whether they are entitled to the
protection of the flag of the country under which they sail. Now, it is proper
to remark, that the attempt which his Lordship makes to distinguish between
the right of search (which, however, he disclaims) and that which he asserts, is
wholly fictitious. They are essentially the same, for all the purposes of the pre-
sent discussion; indeed the right to board, detain, and decide upon the national
character of vessels navigating the océan in time of peace, may justly be regarded
as more odious and insulting, and giying place to wider and more important
injuries, than the right of search, which is purely a belligerent right, and cannot
be enforced in time of peace. If the distinction, however, was admitted to be a
sound one, yet nothing would be gained in support of the right which Lord
Palmerston claims for Her Majesty’s Government. The inquiry must still arise,
whether a power even of visitation or detention can be rightfully and lawfully ©
exercised by one nation over the ships of another, in time of peace, upon the
high seas. That it cannot, the Undersigned will now proceed briefly to show.
And first, as to the principles of public law, and the usage of nations. By

these it is expressly declared, that the vessels of all nations in time of peace,:
navigating the ocean, shall be exempt from every species and purpose of interrup-
tion and detention, unless engaged in some traffic contrary to the law of nations,
or expressly provided for by treaty or compact. Although piracy is admitted to
be an offence against the public law, and therefore punishable in every country,
and by every nation, no matter where committed, it must yet be borne in mind,
that all piracies are still not offences against the law of nations. Piracy, there-
fore, by the international law, and that which may be made so by the municipal
laws of particular States, are essentially of a different character, and to be treated
accordingly. Hence it is, that offences declared to be piracy by the municipal
laws of any State can only be tried and punished by the country within whose
jurisdiction, or on board of whose ships, on the ocean, the offence may have been
committed. Now, Slave Trade is not cognizable under the laws of nations.
Although prohibited by most nations, and declared to be piracy by their laws,
and especially by the statutes of Great Britain and the United States, it is yet
not an offence against the public law; and its interdiction cannot be enforced
by the ordinary right of visitation, detention, or search, in the manner that it might
be if it was piracy under the law of nations. That this is the acknowledged doctrine
of international law cannot, it is presumed, be doubted. It is so expressly declared
by all writers upon the law of nations, and has been acknowledged by the British
Government, through its highest judicial tribunals. Her annals are full of in-
struction on the subject. The following is the language held by one of its
most distinguished jurists:—“* We are disposed to go as far in discounte-
nancing this odious traffic as the Jaw of nations and the principles recognised
by English tribunals will allow us in doing; but beyond these principles
we do not feel at liberty to travel. Formal declarations have been made, and
laws enacted, in reprobationof this practice; and plans ably and zealously

_ conducted have been taken to induce other countries to follow our example,
but at present with insufficient effect; for there are nations which adhere to
the practice under all the encouragement which their own laws give. What
is then the doctrine of our own courts of the laws of nations? Why, that this
practice is to be respected, their slaves, if taken, to be restored to their owners,
and if not taken under innocent mistake, to be restored with costs and
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damages.” Again, “ It would be, indeed, a most extravagant assumption in
any court of the law of nations to pronounce that this practice, the tolerated,
the approved, the encouraged object of law ever since man became subject. to
law, was prohibited by that law, and was legally criminal.” Does Her Ma-
jesty’s Government now mean to contend, that the Slave Trade is contrary to

the law of nations? On the contrary, is it not lawful to all Governments who
have not forbidden it, and consequently no right given to any one nation over the
slave ships ofanother in time ofpeace, independent of express treaty stipulations,
by which the extent of the power to be exercised must be regulated. The right,
then, which Lord Palmerston asserts, derives no support from the principles |
of the public law, but is left to stand upon the grounds of expediency and ne-

cessity, as the only means of executing the existing treaties for the suppression of

the Slave Trade, and without which his Lordship asserts they would become a
dead letter! Whether this be so or not, the Undersigned has no means of
judging, and deems it, therefore, unnecessary either to admit ordeny it. The
question, then, is not whether the power asserted might be necessary or expe-

dient, but whether any such power exists. It is incumbent, then, upon Her

Majesty’s Government to show upon what principle of justice and right it
claims the power of deciding upon the right of an independent nation to. navi-
gate the ocean in a time of peace, and this too for the purpose of executing

treaties to which such nation is not a party, and consequently not bound.
The signal error of Lord Palmerston is in assuming the necessity and ex-

pediency of. the power, as proof of its existence! Was such a power ever
before asserted in the manner, or to the extent, which is now done? On the

contrary, has not the right of visitation and search been always regarded as
exclusively one of a belligerent character? In proof of this, the Undersigned
need only refer Lord Aberdeen to the authority of Great Britain herself on the
subject. “I can find no authority (says the late Sir William Scott) that gives
the right of interruption to the navigation of states upon the high seas, except
that which the right of war gives to belligerents against neutrals. No nation
can exercise a right of visitation and search upon the common and unappro-
priated parts of the ocean, except upon the belligerent claim.” And again,—_
“No nation has the right to force their way for the liberation of Africa by
trampling upon the independence of other states, on the pretence of an eminent
good, by means that are unlawful, or to press forward to a great principle by
breaking through other great principles which stand in their way.” Now of
all the principles ever attempted to be established. in the past history of the
dominion of the sea, few probably could be selected of more offensive and
objectionable character than those asserted in Lord Palmerston’s note. In-

deed it is difficult to believe that his Lordship, or Her Majesty’s Government,

could seriously expect that any independent nation could for a moment ac-_
quiesce in doctrines involving the extravagant supposition ofyieldingto another
the right of determining upon the terms and conditions upon which it should
navigate the ocean in a time of general and profound peace. Such a power
once submitted to, and there would be no species of national degradation to
whichit might not lead.. That such would be the consequences, the Under- |
signed feels himself at liberty to suppose. me
But if it were admitted, for the purpose of illustration, that such a right was

even doubtful, still the United States, as well as other commercial nations,

would be bound to demand its discontinuance, if attempted to be exercised in
the manner indicated in Lord Palmerston’s note. Under what restrictions and
limitations could such a power be enforced? What competent tribunal would
there be to determine on the degree of suspicion which is to justify the board-
ing and detention, and the right of determining the national character of all
vessels under the flag of the United States?’ Would it not make every sub-
ordinate commander of a British cruiser the exclusive judge, and not only lead
to angry and exciting irritations upon the ocean, but to painful discussions be-
tween the two Governments? What security would American merchantmen
have against decisions made without evidence, or where all the rules of evi-
dence might be violated with impunity? Would it not, from its very nature,
be a power the exercise of which, in whatever form it might beguarded, could
admit of no just limitation? The answer to these questions will best show
how inconsistent with the peace of Great Britain and the rights of other states,
the exercise of any such power would be attended.

Cuass D. .
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But it is unnecessary to press this. view of the subject further upon Lord
Aberdeen’s attention. The objection is one ofprinciple, and not of expediency,

and is therefore wholly incapable of being overcome by the manner or discre-

tion in which the power might be exercised, or the limitations thrown around

it. However softened in terms, or restricted, it must still be regarded as im-

posing restrictions upon the lawful commerce of neutral nations, and an inno-

vation upon the liberty of the seas ; a power which no independent state could

submit to without surrendering its independence and sovereignty, and disre-

garding the high obligations of duty which it owes to itself and the other
nations of the world.
Nor is there any force in the fact alleged by Lord Palmerston, and upon

which great reliance is placed, that the flag of the Union is grossly

abused by other nations, as a cover to their slave traffic. To what extent the

flag of the United States may havebeen used for this purpose, the Under-

signed and his Government have no means of judging. That it has been |

grossly abused, there is too much reason to believe and deplore. But what

ever this abuse may have been, it can have no just influence either to strengthen

or weaken the right asserted by Her Majesty’s Government.

In relation to the conduct of other nations who seek to cover their infamous

traffic by the fraudulent use of the American flag, the Governmentof the

United States cannot be held responsible. It has taken the steps which it

deemed best to protect its flag as well as its character from abuse, and will

follow it up by such other measures as may appear to be called for.
The Government of the United States are not insensible to the force of the

considerations which belong to the subject of the Slave Trade, nor have they

failed to manifest their sensibility to whatever concerns its abolition. Nothing

is further from the wish of the American Government than a desire to increase

the difficulties or throw obstacles in the way of the execution of the existing ©

treaties for its final extinction. This the Undersigned has, upon more than

one occasion, had the honour of assuring Her Majesty’s Government, and. takes

leave now to repeat to Lord Aberdeen. Anxious, however, as the Govern-

ment of the United States are to promote the views of Her Majesty’s Govern-

ment on this subject, it cannot consent to do so by sacrificing the rights of its
itizens or the honour of its flag.
‘Her Majesty’s Government cannot be insensible of the importance and value

of guarding the rights of neutrality from every species of violation. ‘This duty

belongs especially to great and powerful nations, such as Great Britain and the

United States, not only as the best means of preserving peace, but giving secu-

rity to weaker communities under the shadow of impartial justice. Among
neutral nations there is probably not one more deeply interested than the
United States. Their attitude is that of a neutral and peaceful power. The
consistent and persevering policy of their Government has been displayed in
defence of the rights of neutrality and the liberty of the seas. Desirous to

manifest cordial good will to all nations, and maintain with each, not only re-

lations of the most perfect amity, but those of a commercial character, upon
the basis of a fair, equal, and just reciprocity, the United States will continue

to give to their system of policy a sincere and steady adherence. Upon this
basis the relations between Great Britain and the United States, as well as all

other nations, can alone be expected to continue. The Undersigned, there-
fore, is happy to see in these relations, as well as the justice of Her Majesty’s
Government and the firmness of his own, the best reason to expect, not only
an abandonment of the power which is now asserted with the whole system of
vexatious interruption and surveillance to which the vessels and commerce of
ihe United States have been subjected, but the future relations of the two

countries placed upon the solid foundation of mutual interest and comity, and
a more enlarged and liberal policy.

These are the views which the Undersigned has deemed it his duty to sub-
mit to Lord Aberdeen’s consideration upon the doctrines contained in Lord
Palmerston’s note, so new and alarming to national sovereignty and sensibility,
and the friendly relations of the two countries. He has presented them with
the frankness and earnestness which their importance merited, and with the
high respect due to Her Majesty’s Government. He has, therefore, no other
duty to perform, than to transmit Lord Palmerston’s two notes to his Govern-

ment, and to protest in the most solemn manner against their doctrines, as
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alike inconsistent with the principles of public law, with the rights and
sovereignty of the United States, and with that sense of justice and right which
belongs to the British nation. :

The Undersigned, &c.
(Signed) A. STEVENSON.

His Excellency the Karl of Aberdeen, ,
Se. Se. Se.

 

No. 273.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Stevenson.

Foreign Office, October 13, 1841.

. Tue Undersigned, &c., has had the honour to receive the note of Mr.
Stevenson, &c., dated on the 10th of September, in continuation of a corre-
spondence with the predecessor of the Undersignedin this office;and relating
to the visitation of vessels bearing the American flag, and suspected of being
engaged in the African Slave Trade. _ . _

If the Undersigned feels it necessary to offer some remarks upon the note
of Mr. Stevenson, he is desirous of doing so in the manner best calculated to
insure a candid and impartial consideration; for he would. deeply regret that
any harshness or asperity of expression should aggravate the difficulties of a ~
subject which is, at all times, but too liable to produce excitement and irrita-
tion. The Undersigned is aware of the susceptibility ofnational feeling, in all
that affects national honour; and he requests Mr.-Stevenson to believe that it
is with the most unfeigned respect for the rights, honour,.and independence of
the United States, that he now proceeds to address him. a
The Undersigned will forbear from entering into any particulars of the

visitation of the vessels which has formed the principal matter. of Mr. Steven-
son’s complaint to Her Majesty's Government, and which has been fully dis-.
eussed in his. correspondence with the‘predecessor of the Undersigned. .That
proceeding may. have been justifiable or otherwise;and the undersigned will
be prepared, if necessary, to enter with Mr. Stevenson into the details of the
question; buthis present object is of a more general nature. He-is desirous of
placing; very briefly, before Mr. Stevenson the consequences.of those principles
whichhe has laid down; and to appeal to his candour, the Undersigned had
almost said to the dictates of -plain sense, in order to reject such a conclusion
as that which must necessarily flow from the arguments contained in Mr. Ste-
venson’s note. me og i a

Mr. Stevenson claims for the American flag an absolute exemption from all—
interference; and utterly denies the right ofthe British Government, under any
circumstances whatever,to visit in time of peace merchant-vessels bearing th
flag ofthe Union. = = = a oe, oe
- Mr. Stevenson quotes the opinion delivered by Lord Stowell upon this sub- .
ject ;. who declares, that in order to extirpate this odious traffic, it wouldnot be
lawful to capture vessels, even if they hadslaves on board; and also, that for
the same purpose, however laudable, no right ofsearch could be admitted to
exist. ny : Fe os Soe:

- Now the Undersignedis the last person who would presume to question the
authority of the distinguished jurist to whom Mr. Stevenson has referred. . But
Mr. Stevenson will recollect that the judgment:of Lord Stowell was delivered in
the case of a French vessel-which had actually been captured, and was con-
demned by a British tribunal. The sentence was reversed by Lord Stowell in
the year. 1817. At that-period Great Britain had no reason to presume that the
Slave Trade was regarded. as criminal by the whole civilized world, or that all
nations had. united their efforts for its suppression... And even if such had been
the case, it would have been very far from affording any justification of the
sentence reversed. But the Undersigned must observe that the present happy
concurrence of the States of Christendom inthisgreat object, not merely jus-
tifies, but renders indispensable the right. now claimed and exercised by the
British Government. The Undersigned readily admits that to visit and search
American vessels in time of peace, when that right of search is not granted by
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Treaty, would be an infraction of public law, and a violation of national dignity
and independence. But no such right is asserted. ‘We sincerely desire to
respect the vessels of the United States ; but we may reasonably expect to know
what it really is that we respect. Doubtless the flag is primdfacie evidence of
the nationality of the vessel ; and if this evidence were in its nature conclusive
and irrefragable, it ought to preclude all further inquiry. But it is sufficiently
notorious that the flags of all nations are liable to be assumed by. those who
have no right or title to bear them. Mr. Stevenson himself fully admits the
extent to which the American flag has been employed for the purpose of covering
this infamous traffic. The Undersigned joins with Mr. Stevenson in deeply
lamenting the evil, and he agrees with him in thinking that the United States
ought not to be considered responsible for this abuse of their flag. But, if all
inquiry be resisted, even when carried no further than to ascertain the nation-
ality of the vessel, and impunity be claimed for the most lawless and desperate
of mankind in the commission of this fraud, the Undersigned greatly fears that
it may be regarded as something like an assumption of that responsibility which
has been deprecated by Mr. Stevenson,

While Mr. Stevenson deplores the prevalence of this abuse, and the nefarious
character of the trade, can he be satisfied that no remedy should be applied or
attempted? The Undersigned hopes and believes that the number of bondfide
American vessels engaged in the trade.is very small; and thus the danger of
interference with such vessels by British cruisers must be of rare occurrence.

Mr. Stevenson will admit that his objections to this interference would, under
any circumstances, tend in its consequences to the protection of an abominable
traffic, stigmatised by the whole Christian world; but the confession of Mr. Ste-
venson that the trade is extensively carried on under the fraudulent use of the
American flag does in truth justify the whole claim put forward by the British
Government. It constitutes that reasonable ground of suspicion which the law of
nations requires in such a case. The admitted fact of this abuse creates the
right of inquiry. — oe .
~ The Undersigned renounces ail pretension on the part of the British Govern-
ment to visit and search American vessels in time of peace. Nor is it as Ame-
rican, that such vessels are ever visited ; but it has been the invariable practice
of theBritish navy, and, as the Undersignedbelieves,of all navies in the world,
to ascertain by visit the real nationality of merchant-vessels met with on the
‘high seas, if there be good reason to apprehend their illegal character.

In certain latitudes, and for a particular object, the vessels referred to are
visited, not as American, but either as British vessels engaged in an unlawful
‘traffic, and carrying the flag of the United States for a criminal purpose; or as
belonging to States which have by Treaty conceded to GreatBritain the right
of search, and whieh right it is attempted to defeat by fraudulently bearing the
protecting flag of the Union; or finally, they are visited as piratical outlaws,
possessing no claim to any flag or nationality whatever.

_ Now it can scarcely be maintained by Mr. Stevenson that Great Britain
should be bound to permit her own subjects, with British vessels and British
capital, to carry on before the eyes of British officers this detestable traffic in
human beings, which the law has declared to be piracy, merely because they
had the audacity to commit an additional offence by fraudulently usurping the
American flag. Neither could Mr. Stevenson with more reason affirm, that the
subjects of States which lave granted to Great Britain the right of search,
should be enabled to violate the obligation of their Treaties, by displaying the
flag of the Union, contrary to the will, and in defiance of the American Govern-
ment itself. Still less would Mr. Stevenson pretend to claim immunity for
piratical adventurers, who should endeavour to shelter their lawlessproceedings
under the ensign of the United States. ~
But unless Mr. Stevenson be prepared to maintain these propositions, the

whole fabric of his argument falls to the ground. For the Undersigned admits
that if the British cruiser should possess a knowledge of the American cliaracter
of any vessel, his visitation of such vessel would be entirely unjustifiable. He
further admits that so much respect and honour are due to the American flag,
that no vessel bearing it ought to be visited by a British cruiser, except under
the most grave suspicions, and well-founded doubts of the genuineness of its cha-
racter. The Undersigned, although with pain, must add, that if such visit should
lead to the proof of the American origin of the vessel, and that she was avow-
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edly engaged in the Slave Trade, exhibiting to view the manacles, fetters, and

other usual implements of torture, or had even a number of these unfortunate

beings on board, no British officer could interfere further. He. might give. in-

formation to the cruisers of the United States, but it would not be in his own

ower to arrest or impede the prosecution of the voyage and the success of the

undertaking.
It is obvious, therefore, that the utmost caution is necessary in the exercise

of this right claimed by Great Britain. While we have recourse to the neces-

sary, and indeed the only means for detecting imposture, the practice will be

carefully guarded, and limited to cases. of strong suspicion. The Undersigned.

begs to assure Mr. Stevenson, that the most precise and positive instructions

have been issued to Her Majesty’s officers on this subject. :

The United States have stigmatised this abominable trade in terms of abhor-

rence as strong as the people of this country. They are also actively engaged
in its suppression. But if, instead of joining their efforts to those.of Great

Britain, and labouring with her for the attainment of this great blessing to

humanity, the United States had wished to follow a different course, the rea-

soning employed in Mr. Stevenson’s note is precisely such as would be resorted

to for its defence and justification. The Undersigned, with his conviction of the

perfect good faith and sincerity of the Government of the United States, would

almost fear to offend Mr. Stevenson, even by disclaiming any such suspicion ;

but he believes Mr. Stevensonwill agree with him in lamenting that the effects

of the policy of the United States should have any tendency to create a different

impression in the minds of those who are disposed to think less favourably and

less justly upon this subject. oo
Great Britain makes no pretension, claims no right, which she is not ready

and desirous to concede to the United States. A mutual right of search, regu-

lated in such a manner as to prevent the occurrenceof any irritating circum-

stances, has always appeared to the Undersigned to be the most reasonable, the

most simple, and most effectual method of attaining the great object which both

Governments have in view. But this proposal has already been rejected by the

United States, and the Undersigned is not instructed again to offer it for consi-

deration. It is for the American Government alone to determine what may be

due to a just regard for their national dignity and national interests; but the

Undersigned must be permitted to express his conviction, that rights which have

been mutually concededto each other by the Governments of Great Britain and

France, can scarcely be incompatible with the honour and independence of any

State upon the face of the earth. . .

The Undersigned requests Mr. Stevenson to accept the assurances, &c., &c.

(Signed) ABERDEEN.

A. Stevenson, Esq.,
Se. Se. Ge. —

 

| No. 274,
Mr. Stevensonto the Earl of Aberdeen.

32, Upper Grosvenor Street, October 21, 1841. .

(Received October 22.)

Tux Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary

from the United States of America, has the honour to acknowledge the receipt

of the note which Lord Aberdeen, Her Majesty’s. Principal Secretary of State

for Foreign Affairs, did him the honour to address to him under. date of the

13th instant, in answer to the one from the Undersignedof the 10th of Septem-

ber, relative to the visitation and interruption to which the vessels and com-

merce of the United States have been subjected by British cruisers in the Afri-

can seas, and which has been made the subject of complaint to Her Majesty’s

Government; and having considered, with the attention which their importance

merits, the arguments presented by Lord Aberdeen’s note, the Undersigned has

now the honour to submit to his Lordship’s consideration the observations

which he feels himself called upon to make.
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Before proceeding to do so, however, the Undersigned will take occasion to
remark, that he shares fully in the opinion expressed by Lord Aberdeen as to
the importance of avoiding in the discussion of grave questions of national
character everything calculated to embarrass or throw difficulties in the way of
impartial and dispassionate consideration. The Undersigned, therefore, with
great sincerity assures Lord Aberdeen of the readiness and zeal with which he
is disposed to conduct the negotiations between the two countries, on his part,
in a manner the most conciliatory, and best calculated to preserve peace; and
that he should equally deplore with Lord Aberdeen that any harshness or
asperity of expression should be suffered to mingle in the discussion of a
question involving national sensibility and feeling, and so liable, as his Lord-
ship justly supposes, to produce excitement and irritation. He begs Lord
Aberdeen, therefore, to believe that it is under the influence of such feelings,
and with the most perfect respect both for himself and Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, that he now proceeds to reply to those parts of his Lordship’s note
which he deems it his duty to notice.
To enable him to do this it may be important to ascertain what is the real

question in issue between the two Governments, and the precise nature of the
power asserted by Her Majesty’s Government over the vessels and commerce
of the United States. It may be thus briefly stated :—
The Government of Great Britain, with that of other nations, regarding

the African Slave Trade as a great evil, united in measures for its abolition.
For that purpose laws were passed and Treaties concluded, giving to the ves-
sels of each of the contracting parties the mutual right of search under cer-
tain limitations. Independent of these Treaties, and under the principles of
public law, this right of search could not be exercised. The United States
were invited to become a party to these Treaties; but for reasons which they
deemed satisfactory, and growing out of the peculiar character of their insti-
tutions and systems of government, they declined doing so. They deemed it
inexpedient, under any modification or in any form, to yield the right of
having their vessels searched or interfered with in time of peace upon the
high seas. With the history of the negotiations which took place on this
subject between the two Governments, Lord Aberdeen is doubtless informed.
In the mean time, some of the Powers who were parties to these Treaties, and
others who refused to become so, continued to prosecute their Slave Traffic,
and to enable them to do so with more effect they resorted to the use of. the
flags of other nations, but more particularly that of the United States. To
prevent this, and enforce her Treaties, Great Britain deemed it important
that her cruisers in the African seas should have the right of detaining and
examining all vessels navigating those seas for the purpose of ascertaining
their national character. Against this practice the Government of the United
States protested, and the numerous cases, out of which the present discussion
has arisen, became subjects of complaint and negotiation between the two
Governments. Her Majesty’s Government, however, having refused to make
reparation in any of the cases, and still asserting the right of her cruisers to
continue the practice of detaining and examining all vessels on the coasts
and in the African seas, it becomes important that the precise character and
extent of the right thus claimed should be clearly ascertained. In the last
note which the Undersignedhad the honour of addressing to Lord Aberdeen,
he attempted to show, in the first place, that the right asserted by Her Ma-
jesty’s Government in Lord Palmerston’s note of the 27th of August, was
substantially a rightof search; and, in the next place, that if it was not, still

_ the right of interference in the manner asserted with the vessels or flags of
otter nations, not parties to these Treaties, was not less unlawful and unjus-
tifiable.
Now, Lord Aberdeen-disclaims the right of searching American vessels on

the high seas, and admits that to do so would be a gross infraction of the
public law, and a violation of national sovereignty and independence; but his
Lordship contends, that in requiring vessels sailing under the flag of the
United States to submit to the operation of examination in the manner and
for the objects proposed by his Government, there would be no violation of
national rights or honour, and, consequently, nothing to which the Govern-
ment of the United States ought rightfully to object. Upon this branch of
the subject the Undersigned does not intend to repeat the arguments con-
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tained in his previous correspondence with Her Majesty’s late Principal Secre-
tary of State for Foreign Affairs. Referring Lord Aberdeen to that corre-
spondence,he will content himself with submitting such additional observations
as his Lordship’s.last note has rendered necessary.

Is the right, then, claimed by Her Majesty’s Government, less an infraction
of the principles of public law and the rights of independent states than that
of search, which is disclaimed? ,
Now Lord Aberdeen will remark that the right asserted by his predecessor

for Her Majesty’s Government is clear and explicit. It is thus stated in Lord
Palmerston’s note—* That Her Majesty’s Government have decided that the
flag of the United States shall exempt no vessel (whether American or not)
from search by Her.Majesty’s cruisers in the African seas, unless such vessel
shall be found provided with papers entitling her to the protection of the flag
she wears, and proving her to be United States’ property, and navigating the
ocean according to law.” Of what law, however, whether public or muni-
cipal, his Lordship does not state, but leaves to be inferred. This doctrine
Lord Aberdeen is understood to affirm. Now, in the first place, here is an
actual denial of the right of vessels of the United States to navigate the ocean
in time of peace without being subjected to detention and examination, and
without proof of their being the property of citizens of the United States, and
documented according to law. It constitutes the commandant of every British
cruiser the exclusive judge to decide whether such vessels, in the language of
his Lordship, be “properly provided with papers entitling them to the protection.
oftheflag they wear, andproving them to be United States’ property, and navi-
gating the ocean according to law.” What essential difference, then, is there
between the right of search, in its harshest form, and that of arresting the
vessels of an independent nation on their voyage, compelling their officers to
leave their vessels, and subjecting them and their papers to the examination
and decision of every subordinate naval commander? Is it not the right of
placing British cruisers on any part of the ocean that Her Majesty’s Govern-
mentmay select, and prescribing the terms upon which other nations are to par-
ticipate in the freedom ofthe seas? Is it not in effect a claim of jurisdiction
over the whole of the African coasts and seas, as exclusive as that which could
only be enjoyed. within the acknowledged limits of local sovereignty? To these
questions but one answer can be given—it must be in the affirmative! But to
what consequences would not such a power !ead if once submitted to? Where
would it end? If Great Britain can exercise such a power, why may not other
nations do the same? What is there to prevent those states, especially, who
have entered into Treaties for the abolition of slavery, from subjecting the ves-
sels and commerce of the United States to similar interruptions and embarrass-
ments ? : coe
Why should not Hayti (who has lately been induced to prohibit the Slave

Trade) authorize her cruisers to follow the example of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment? By one of her recent laws upon the subject she did assert a similar
right, but it was afterwards changed at the instance of Great Britain upou the
ground that no nation had the right, in time of peace, to enforce the provisions
of their laws and treaties against states who were not parties to them, and,
consequently, not bound by them. In the note addressed by the Undersigned
to Lord Palmerston, under date of the 27th of February, 1841, and referred to
in the one to Lord Aberdeen, allusion was made to the proceedings of Her Ma-
jesty’s Government under which the Haytian Government were induced to
change their laws. At that time, at least, it is presumed, Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment had not determined to assert this right of dominion over the sea.
But again: Why might not the right of search for seamen and deserters, and
that of impressment, be defended upon the principles of the present claim?
Let it be supposed, for purposes of illustration, that Great Britain had entered.
into Treaties with other nations, by which the right of search for seamen or
deserters was given to the vessels of each other, and that some of the con-
tracting states, in order to evade their engagements, should resort to the frau-
dulent use of the flags of other nations; and suppose, also, that, with the
view of enforcing these Treaties, it should be deemed expedient to assert a
tight of boarding and examining upon the high seas the vessels of nations who
had not surrendered the right, and were not parties to the Treaties? Does
Lord Aberdeen or Her Majesty’s Government believe that such a power would



272 UNITED STATES.

be tolerated by any independent nation upon the face of the earth? And yet

what difference would there be between such a case and the one under con-

sideration, except that the one would relate to slavery, and the other to

impressment—subjects, probably, equally important in the view of Her Ma-

jesty’s Government?
It was against the exercise of any such right that the distinguished jurist, to

whom reference has been made, declared (whilst sitting as a Court under the

Law of Nations), “that no authority could be found which gave any right of

visitation or interruption over the vessels and navigation of other states on the

high seas, except that which the right of war gives to belligerents against neu-

trals;and that Great Britain had no right to force her way to the liberation of

Africa by trampling upon the rights and independence of other nations for any

good, however eminent.’’ |
Upon what principles, then, of public law, or of common right or justice,

such a power as that now asserted is to be defended or justified, Her Majesty’s

Government have not deemed it expedient to state. As yet it has been left to

stand for its whole efficacy upon the grounds of expediency. The Under-

signed must, therefore, repeat the opinion expressed in his note to Lord Aber-

deen, that there is no essential difference whatever between the right of search

and that now asserted for Her Majesty’s Government. But Lord Aberdeen

contends, that in resisting the exercise of this right in the form in which it has

been made, the Undersigned is necessarily compelled to claim, not only immu-_

nity for the flag of the United States, and all the piratical adventurers who are

endeavouring to shelter themselves under it, but to maintain that GreatBritain

herself would be bound to permit her own subjects, with British vessels and

British capital, to carry on their traffic under their own:eyes, provided it was

done under the fraudulent use of an American flag; and his Lordship further

declares; that unless the Undersigned is prepared to maintain to-their full extent

these propositions, the whole fabric of bis argument must fall to the ground.

Now the Undersigned begs to observe, that Lord Aberdeen has greatly mis-
apprehended the principles and arguments contained in the note which he had
the honour of addressing to his Lordship, and which it becomes proper to seize
the earliest moment of correcting. This theUndersigned will the more readily
do, because he is persuaded, from the spirit.in which Lord Aberdeen’s note is
written, that he will take pleasure in correcting any misapprehension into
which he may unintentionally have been drawn. Indeed, the Undersigned

must have expressed himself very imperfectly, if, in denying the right of inter-
fering with vessels under the American flag, he did not convey the opinion that
he intended to limit his objection to vessels bond fide American, and not to

those belonging to nations who might fraudulently have assumed the flag of
the United States. With the vessels of other nations, whether sailing under
their own or another flag, the Government of the United States can have no
authority or desire to interfere. The undersigned, therefore, did not mean to

be understood as denying to Great Britain or any other nation the right of
seizing their vessels, or punishing their subjects, for any violation of their laws
or treaties, provided, however, it should be done without violating the princi-
ples of public law or the rights of other nations. Nor are such the conse-
quences which can fairly be deduced from the argument which he had the
honour of addressing to Lord Aberdeen, and which his Lordship seems so

greatly to have misapprehended. Great Britain has the undoubted right, and
so have all other nations, to detain and examine the vessels of their own: sub-

jects, whether slavers or not, and whether with or without a-flag, purporting to
be that of the United States ; but in doing this, it must be borne in mind, that

they have no colour of right, nor will they be permitted, to extend such inter-
ference to the vessels or citizens of the United States, sailing under the protec-

tion of the flag of their country.
If Great Britain, or any other nation, cannot restrain the slave traffic of their

own people upon the ocean, without violating the rights of other nations and the
freedom of the seas, then, indeed, the impunity of which Lord Aberdeen speaks

will take place. This may be deplored, but it cannot be avoided. But Lord

Aberdeen asseris that it has been the invariable practice of the British navy, and
he believes of all the navies in the world, to ascertain, by visit, the real character
of merchant vessels met with on the high seas, if there be good reason to appre-
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hend their illegal character. Now the Undersigned must be excused for doubt-
ing whether any such practice as that which Lord Aberdeen supposes—certainly
not to the extent now claimed—has ever prevailed in time of peace. In war the
right of visitation is practised under the limitations authorised by the laws of
nations, but not in peace. What other nation than Great Britain has ever
asserted, or attempted to exercise it? None, it is believed.
There is another misapprehension also into which Lord Aberdeen seems to have

fallen that it may be important to correct. It relates to an admission which his
Lordship supposes the Undersigned to have made as to the extent of the abuse of
the American flag for purposes of slave traffic. Now the Undersigned would sub- |
mit that he did not intend to express, nor did he, any opinion as to the extent to
which the flag of the United States was abused by other nations. So far from it,
he expressly stated, as Lord Aberdeen will perceive, by reference. to his note,
that neither he nor his Government had the means of forming any opinion upon
the subject. He admitted the abuse of the flag, and deplored it, but to what ex-
tent he gave no opinion.
Nor can the Undersigned yield to the force of the reasoning employed by Lord

Aberdeen, arising out of the limited number of bondfide American vessels en-
gaged in the Slave Trade, to prove that the danger of interference with American
vessels will be of rare occurrence. He readily admits, with Lord Aberdeen, that
there are few American vessels, if any, engaged in the Slave Trade : but, in ad-.
mitting the fact, he does not perceive very clearly what bearing itcan have upon
the present discussion, or how the smallness of the number of American slavers
can at all guard against the evils which Lord Aberdeen supposes. For if it be
true, as his Lordship contends, that the abuse by other nations of the flag of the
United States is one of increasing extent, and that it can in no way be prevented
but by the examination of all vessels sailing under the flag of the United States;
and as it must also be admitted that there are numerous American vessels en-
gaged in lawful commerce in the African seas, which, with other vessels, are to be
subjected to detention and examination, what possible effect can the number of
American slavers have in preventing theinterference to that more numerous class
of merchantmen who are to be found engaged in commerce throughout the whole -
of the African seas? If there was not a single vessel of the United States-en-
gaged in the Slave Trade, the evils and interruptions which Lord Aberdeen is so
desirous of avoiding must still take place, whenever the right shall be attempted
to be enforced against those vessels that are not slavers.

But the great caution which is to be observed in the exercise of the right, and
the careful manner in which it will be guarded, is greatly relied on by Lord Aber-
deen in its defence. Indeed his. Lordship declares, that so much honour and
respect is due to the flag of the United States, that it is only to be exercised in
certain latitudes, and exclusively confined to cases where the strongest suspicion
and well-founded doubts exist. Now the Undersigned would respectfully ask of
what consequence it can be to the United States, if their rights or the honour of
their flag are violated, whether it be done upon one part of the ocean or another?
In relation to the well-founded suspicion to which Lord Aberdeen refers, it might
have been desirable (if the manner of exercising an unlawful power can excuse it)
that his Lordship should have stated what the particular character and degree
of the suspicion was to be, which was alone to justify the interference of Her
Majesty’s cruisers. That such a right as thatclaimed, if it existed, could not
safely be confided to those of Her Majesty’s cruisers who have heretofore been
in the habit of exercising it, the Undersigned feels himself warranted in sup-
posing. This he presumes will be satisfactorily shown by the cases which he
has heretofore presented to Her Majesty’s Government, and for which no
reparation has yet been made. These cases will show the embarrassments
and injuries to which the trade and commerce of the United States, throughout
the whole of the African seas, have already been subjected by the vexatious
seizures and detentions of Her Majesty’s cruisers, and, in most of them, with-
out justification or excuse.
That the right asserted by Her Majesty’s Government may be regarded as

important, may. not be doubted. Indeed the Undersigned would not act
frankly towards Lord Aberdeen if he were to pretend that the consequences
of refusing the exercise of the right by the American Government might not
throw very great difficulties in the way of executing the existing treaties for

Crass D.
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the abolition of the Slave Trade: but, as he has taken occasion heretofore to
observe, the admission can neither strengthen the claim of right nor diminish
the force of the objections to it, on the part of the United States.
‘There remains only one other part of Lord Aberdeen’s note which the

Undersigned deems it necessary at this time to notice. It is that in which
his lordship expresses the opinion that any right of search which shall have
been conceded by two such governments as France and Great Britain, can
scarcely be considered as incompatible with the honour and independence of
any nation upon earth. Now, if Lord Aberdeen’s remark was intended to
_apply to the proposal which was made by Her Majesty’s Government to that
of the United States, for a mutual right of search, secured and granted by
treaty stipulations, the Undersigned has no observation to make; but if this
opinion of his Lordship was intended to apply to the right. now asserted by
Great Britain, and proposed by her Government to be exercised in the ab-
sence of all conventional arrangement, then the Undersigned must be allowed
to express his decided dissent. That the exercise of mutual rights, properly
secured, might not: be incompatible with national honour and sovereignty, he
readily admits, inasmuch as the contracting parties would stand upon the
footing of equality and security: this he presumes to be the case between
France and Great Britain; but such would not be the case between Great
Britain and the United States. The Undersigned must therefore, after the
most careful consideration of the arguments advanced in Lord Aberdeen’s
note, repeat the opinion which he has heretofore expressed, that, if a power
such as that which is now asserted by Her Majesty’s Government shall be en-
forced, not only without consent, but in the face of a direct refusal to concede
it, it can be regarded in no other light by the Government of the United States
than a violation of national rights and sovereignty, and the incontestable princi-
ples of international law. , SS

That its exercise may lead to consequences of a painful character there is
too much reason to apprehend. In cases of conflicting rights between nations
the precise line which neither can pass, but to which each may advance, is not
easily found or marked, and yet exists, whatever may be the difficulty of
discerning it. In-ordinary cases of disagreement there is little danger; each
nation may, and often do, yield something to the other. Such however, it is
to be feared, is not the present case. The peculiar nature of the power asserted,
and the consequences which may be apprehended from its exercise, make it
one of an important and momentous character : involving, as it does, questions
of high and dangerous sovereignty, it may justly be regarded as deeply en-
dangering the good understanding of the two countries. Ought Her Majesty’s
Government then, under such circumstances, to insist upon its enforcement?
That it will not, the Undersigned cannot permit himself to doubt. He will
therefore continue to cherish the hope that, upon a careful review of the whole
subject, Her Majesty’s Government will see the importance of adopting other
measures for the suppression of the Slave Trade than those now proposed, and
which will be far better calculated, not only to accomplish the object desired,
but to preserve the friendly relations of the two countries upon principles con-
sistent with the interest and honour of both.
The Undersigned avails himself of the occasion to renew to Lord Aberdeen

assurances of his distinguished consideration and respect.

 

(Signed) A. STEVENSON.

The Right Hon. Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.,
&e. &e. Se. |

No. 275.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Fox.

Sir, Foreign Office, October 22, 1841.

Wits reference to previous communications from Her Majesty’s Secre-
tary of State to you, relating to the visitation of vessels bearing the United
States’ flag, and suspected of being engaged in the African Slave Trade, I here-
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with transmit to you, for your information, a copy of a note which I have
received upon the subject from Mr. Stevenson, the United States’ Minister at
this Court, and a copy of the answer which I have returned thereto.

Tam, &c.

(Signed) ABERDEEN.
HS. Fox, Esq.

&e. §e. Se

P.S. The reply of Mr. Stevenson to my note of the 12th instant has reached
me to-day, after Mr. Stevenson’s departure, and I herewith transmit to you a

copy of that reply.

 

Enclosures in No. 275.

1. Mr. Stevenson to the Earlof Aberdeen. September 10, 1841.

(See No. 272.)

2. The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Stevenson. October 13, 1841.

(See No. 273.)

3. Mr. Stevenson to the Earl ofAberdeen. October 21, 1841.

(See No. 274.) |

 

No. 276.

The Earlof Aberdeen to Mr. Fox.

. Foreign Office, October 30, 1841.

Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 10.)

 

No. 277. |

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Foz.

Sir, | Foreign Office, November 19, 1841.
I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a Despatch from Her Majesty’s

Chargéd’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, stating that several American vessels have
lately entered that port after having landed negroes on the coast, and that Com-
modore Ridgeley, the commander-in-chief on the Brazilian station, and Mr.
Slacum, the American Consul, had exerted themselves in the most praiseworthy
manner in bringing the guilty parties to punishment. .

I have to request that you will avail yourself of a suitable opportunity to
express the satisfaction of Her Majesty's Government at the zeal evinced by
the officers of the United States for the prevention of the Slave Trade.

Iam, &c.

H. 8. Foa, Esq. (Signed) ABERDEEN.
Se. Se. Se. .
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Enclosure in No. 277,

Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston.

Rio de Janeiro, August 31, 1841.

(See Class B., No. 504, p. 713.)

 

No. 278.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Fox.

Sir, Foreign Office, November 30, 1841.

Wits reference to Viscount Palmerston’s Despatch of the 24th of May
last, on the subject of orders given to Her Majesty’s cruisers for their guidance
in dealing with vessels carrying the flag of the United States and suspected of
Slave Trade, I herewith transmit to you, for your information, a copy of a fur-
ther communication, which, under my direction, has been addressed to the ~
Admiralty upon the subject in question.

I am, &e.
H. 8. Fox, Esq. (Signed ) ABERDEEN.

&ce. Se. &e.

 

Enclosure in No, 278.

Viscount Canning to Sir John Barrow.

Sir, Foreign Office, November 27, 1841.

I am directed by the Earl of Aberdeen to request that you will draw the
attention ofthe Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to the note addressed by
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson on the Sth of August last, on the sub-
ject of the vessels “ Jago” and “ Hero,” a copy of which note was transmitted
to the Admiralty by the directions of Lord Palmerston, in a letter from this
office dated the 31st of that month.

In that note it is stated by Viscount Palmerston “ that positive orders were
sent by the Admiralty, in February last, to all Her Majesty’s cruisers employed
for the suppression of the Slave Trade, not again to detain or meddle with
United States’ vessels engaged in Slave Trade.” .
Tam to request that you will observe to the Lords Commissioners of the

Admiralty, that from the letter addressed on the 8th of February last by Lord
Leveson to the Secretary to the Admiralty, it appears that the instructions
which their Lordships were requested to issue to Her Majesty’s cruisers were
to the effect that they should abstain from capturing United States’ vessels
engaged in the Slave Trade; and I amtherefore directed by Lord Aberdeen to
request that you will move the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send
instructions to Her Majesty’s cruisers to abstain from detaining or visiting
vessels of the United States engaged in the Slave Trade.

I am at the same time to state to you that Lord Aberdeen is desirous, if there
should be good reason to suspect that vessels bearing the United States’ flag are
not entitled to carry that flag, that Her Majesty’s cruisers should ascertain the
fact by visit or otherwise. In the event of the suspicion being confirmed, such
vessels would ‘be dealt with according to law and the provisions of Treaties;
but, on the other hand, if Her Majesty’s cruisers should detain or visit any
vessel under the flag of the United States which should prove to ‘belong to the.
Union, Lord Aberdeen requests that the commanding officers should be directed
to send home a full report of all the ‘particulars of the case by the earliest
opportunity, not waiting to include it in such regular periodical report as they
may be required to transmit.

I have, &c.
Sir John Barrow, (Signed) CANNING.
&e. &e. &e.
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No. 279.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Fox.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 38, 1841.

Whrn reference to previous correspondence on the subject of negroes

who were on board of (the Spanish schooner ‘‘ Amistad,” and who were carried

to the United States, I herewith transmit to you a copy of a Memorial from the

Glasgow Emancipation Society, stating that those negroes have been ‘set at

liberty, and are anxious to return to their native country,. and requesting the

assistance of Her Majesty’s Government for conveying them to Sierra Leone, to |

be thence forwarded to their native place. Her Majesty’s Government, upon

ascertaining the facts, will be disposed to make arrangements for accomplishing

the object expressed in the accompanying Memorial, provided there shall be no

objection thereto; and I have, therefore, to desire that you will inquire whether

the statement in that document is accurate, and how many of the negroes of the

« Amistad” are remaining there in the United States. You will also ascertain,

by such means as you shall consider most expedient, whether on the part of the

United States’ Government, or any other account, any objection is likely to

arise to the proposed arrangement.
You will acquaint. me, as soon as you can, with the result of your inquiries |

upon. these heads.
You will understand that you are not required to address the United States’

Government officially upon this subject.
I am, &c. .

H. S. Fox, Esq. (Signed) ABERDEEN.

ge. &e. Se. . ,

 

Enclosure in No. 279.

Memorial of the Glasgow Emancipation Society.

Unto the Right Hon. Sir Robert.Peel, Bart., the Right Hon. Lord Aberdeen,

the Right Hon. Lord Stanley, and the other Members of Her Majesty’s

Cabinet.

The Memorial of the Committee of the Glasgow Emancipation Society

Humbly showeth,
That whereas the Supreme Court of the United States of America, after

a series of protracted legal processes of nearly two years’ duration, has. at length.

discharged from their jurisdiction and set at liberty from all claim the African

negroes captured in the Spanish schooner “ Amistad,” on the coast of America,

near New London, on the 26th of August, 1839; regarding whom this Society

had the honour, on the 15th of October following, to present a Memorial to the

Right Hon. Lord Viscount Melbourne, the Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, |

and the other Members of Her Majesty's Cabinet, to which a favourable answer

waspolitelyreturned, dated Foreign Office, December 23, 1839. In 1840, the

Secretaries of this Society had again the honour to address a note to Lord Pal-

merston on the subject, and were in like manner favoured by his Lordship with a

reply, dated Foreign Office, March 26, 1840. And the case of the said negroes

was noticed in favourable terms by the Hon. Mr. Jerningham, HerMajesty’s

~ Minister at Madrid, on the 5th of January preceding, in a Ietter to the Spanish

Minister, Don Evaristo Perera de Castro, published in the Parliamentary Papers ;

and, finally, by the Hon. H. S. Fox, Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington, in a

letter dated there the 20th of January, 184], addressed to the Hon. John Forsyth,

Secretary to the. Government of the United States :

And whereas in all their correspondence with the British Abolition Societies,

and with the American and Spanish Governments, Her Majesty's Government

have, in their consideration of the case of these unfortunate and persecuted

Africans, evinced a promptand highly laudable interest, strongly contrasting to

their credit, when compared with the treatment which these forlorn strangers

experienced from the republican and professedly Christian Government of —
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America, upon whose shores they were cast, and who, not without the urgent
solicitation of the abolitionists in their behalf, barely supplied the Africans with
comfortable clothing to protect them from the severity of an American winter:
And whereas, from the education which the aforesaid natives of Africa have

received, through the kindness of the abolitionists of the United States, and the
more intimate intercourse thus had with them by these parties, their case has be-
come still more interesting, considering their connection with the interior of
Africa;and whereas they are now desirous to return to their native country, called
Mendi, in Africa, and which they describe as being situated six days’ journey
from the coast (probably north of the Gallinas) ; and whereas they are desirous
to be landed at Sierra Leone, of which some of them appear to have heard, and
from which they seem to think they would find their way to their homes:
And whereas the United States’ Government have declined to grant a govern-

ment vessel to convey these poor helpless. people home, after they have needlessly
detained them so long and subjected them to such barbarous treatment, that it
has been only in consequence of the unceasing diligence and vigilance, the per-
severance and skill of the abolitionists there, that they have at length been rescued
from the fangs of the pro-slavery party :

For these reasons, therefore, we, the Committee of the Glasgow Emancipation
Society, admiring, on the other hand, the very friendly and favourable interest
hitherto so readily taken in the case of these Africans by the British Cabinet,
feel encouraged to solicit, on their behalf, that, to promote the interests of hu-
manity, Her Majesty’s Government (who have vessels constantly cruising to
suppress the Slave Trade, and frequent communication with Sierra Leone) would
have the goodness to afford to these children of Africa, now in a foreign land, a
safe conveyance in a Government vessel to Sierra Leone, and would instruct the

.authorities at that port, that so the parties might be conducted to their respective
omes.
Your memorialists consider that by so doing the British Government would

not only be following out to these unfortunate natives of Africa, “ who,” to use
the language of the Hon. Mr. Fox, “have been thrown by accidental circum-
stances into the hands of the authorities of the United States,” a continuance of

. that benevolent interposition which doubtless has, in some measure, indirectly
contributed to “secure to them the possession of that liberty to which from the
first it was clear they were by law entitled;’ but Her Majesty's Government
will, at the same time, be deepening in the minds of the liberated Africans, and
through them in the minds of all with whom they may have intercourse on their
return to Africa, just and lasting impressions of the philanthropic designs of the
Government and people of this country towards the African race; thus may
Great Britain, even by this apparently insignificant means, now be known to
Africans as their benefactress, which she justly deserves to be ; and trifling as it
may appear to those accustomed to great things, it may have yet a further and a
beneficial influence upon her schemes of civilization and future intercourse with
the African continent.

Your memorialists, in conclusion, would humbly suggest that, should Her
Majesty's Ministers acquiesce in their request, thus respectfully submitted to
them, and instruct that a Government yessel be placed at the disposal of the
Committee in America by whom the case of the “ Amistad” negroes has been
conducted, and under whose care they still remain, the same may be done with
the utmost possible despatch.-
And your memorialists, as in duty bound, &c.
Signed in name and by appointment of the Committee of the Glasgow Emanci-

pation Society, this 18th day of November, 1841.

(Signed) JOHN MURRAY,\¢,
WM. SMEAL, ecretaries. .

 

No. 280.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Fox.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 11, 1841.
Wiru reference to my Despatch of the 30th ultimo, on the subject of the

conduct to be observed by the commanding officers of Her Majesty’s cruisers,
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in dealing with vessels under the United States’ flag suspected of Slave Trade,

I herewith transmit to you, for yeur information, a copy of an instruction which

the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty addressed upon this subject, under

date of the 7th instant, to the admirals on the India and Cape of Good Hope

stations, and to the senior officers on the coasts of Africa and Brazils.
Tam, &c.,

(Signed) ABERDEEN.

H. 8S. Fou, Esq,
&e. Se. Se.

 

Enclosure in No.280.

Sir John Barrow to the Commanders in Chief and Senior Officers at the Cape of

Good Hope, Coast of Africa, West Indies, and Brazils.

Sir, Admiralty, December 7, 1841.

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send

you herewith a copy of a letter from the Under Secretary of State for Foreign

‘Affairs, dated the 27th of last month, on the subject of the conduct to be pur-

sued by the commanding officers of Her Majesty’s cruisers towards vessels -

hoisting the United States’ flag, engaged in Slave Trade; and I am to signify

their Lordships’ directions to you to govern yourself accordingly, and to issue

corresponding instructions to the ships and vessels under your orders.

My Lords desire you at the same time to observe that, although the said

letter conveys a decided instruction that Her Majesty’s cruisers are neither to

capture nor interfere with, nor even to visit United States’ vessels, whether

they shall have slaves on beard or not, yet you will perceive by it that it is not

intended to allow vessels of other nations to escape visit and examination by

merely hoisting an United. States’ flag: therefore, if one of ‘Her Majesty’s

cruisers shall fall in with a vessel which may hoist an United States’ flag, but

which, from intelligence the officer commanding Her Majesty’s cruiser may.

have received, or from her manceuvres, or other sufficient cause, he may have

reason to believe does not belong to the United States, he is, if the state of

the wind and weather shall admit of it, to go a-head of the suspected vessel,

after communicating his intention by hailing, and to drop a boat on board of

her (notwithstanding her American colours), to ascertain her ' nationality,

without causing her detention in the event of her proving to be really an

United States’ vessel ; but should the strength of the wind or other circum

stances render such mode of visiting the stranger impracticable, he is to con-

sider himself authorised to require the suspected vessel to be brought to (merely

to admit of her nationality being ascertained), and he will be justified in en-

forcing it (if necessary) ; understanding always that he is not to resort to any

coercive measure until every other means of effecting the required visit shall

have failed;and however the said visit may be accomplished, whether by force

or otherwise, the officer that boards the stranger is to be instructed merely in

the first instance to satisfy himself, by the vessel’s papers, or other proofs of her

nationality, and if she proves to be really an United States’ vessel, he is to lose

no time in again quitting her, offering to note on the papers of the vessel the

cause of his suspecting her nationality, and which had alone’ induced him to

insist on visiting her, adding a note of the number of minutes the vessel was

detained (if detained at all) for the object in question, such notation to be

signed by the boarding officer, specifying his rank and the name of Her Ma-

_ jesty’s cruiser; and whether the commander of the United States’ vessel con-

sent to such notation on the vessel’s papers or not (and it is not to be done

without his consent), all the said particulars are always to be immediately

fully entered in the log-books of Her Majesty’s cruiser, and a particular state-

ment thereof is to be sent, addressed to the Secretary of the Admiralty, by —

the first opportunity direct to England, as desired in the Secretary of State’s

letter; and also a similar statement to the senior officer of the station; to be

forwarded by you also to the Secretary ofthe Admiralty, for their Lordships’

information, accompanied by any remarks you may have reason to make

thereon. .
Of course, in cases where the suspicion of the commander of Her Majesty’s
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cruiser turns out to be wellfounded, and the vessel boarded proves, notwith-
standing her United States’ colours, not to belong to that nation, the com-
mander of Her Majesty’s cruiser will, as also directed by the Secretary. of
State’s letter, deal with her as he would have been authorised and required to
do, had she not hoisted the United States’ flag.

Iam, &c.
(Signed) JOHN BARROW.

To the Commander in Chief and Senior Officers
at the Cape of Good Hope, Coast of Africa,

West Indies, and Brazil.

 

No. 281.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Everett.

Fioreign Office, December 20, 1841.

Tue Undersigned, &c., has the honour of addressing to Mr. Everett, &c.-
the observations which he feels called upon to make, in answer to the note of
Mr. Stevenson, dated on the 21st of October.
As that communication only reached the hands of the Undersigned on the day

after the departure of Mr. Stevenson from London, on his return to America, and
as there has since been no Minister or Chargé d’Affaires from the United States
resident in this country, the Undersigned has looked with someanxiety for the
arrival of Mr. Everett, in order that he might be enabled to renew his diplomatic
intercourse with an accredited Representative of the Republic. Had the Under-
signed entertained no other purpose than to controvert the arguments of Mr.
Stevenson, or to fortify his own, in treating of the matter which has formed the
subject of their correspondence, he would have experienced little impatience; but
as it is his desire to clear up ali doubt, and to remove misapprehension, he feels
that he cannot too early avail himself of the presence of Mr. Everett at his post,
to bring to his knowledge the true state of the question at issue.
The Undersigned agrees with Mr. Stevenson in the importance of arriving at

a clear understanding of the matter really in dispute.
This ought to be the first object in the differences ofstates, as well as of indi-

viduals; and, happily, it is often the first step to the reconciliation of the parties.
In thepresent case, this understanding is doubly essential, because a continuance
ofmistake and error may be productive of the most serious consequences.
_Mr. Stevenson persists in contending, that the British Government asserta

right which is equivalent to the claim of-searching American vessels in time
of peace. In proof of this, Mr. Stevenson refers to a passage in a former
note of Viscount Palmerston, addressed to himself, against which he strongly
protests, and the doctrine contained in which he says that the Undersigned
is understood to affirm. a =
Now, it is not the intention of the Undersigned to inquire into the precise

import and force of the expressions of Viscount Palmerston. These might
have been easily explained to Mr. Stevenson by their author, at the time they
were written; but the Undersigned must request, that his doctrines upon this
subject, and those of the Government of which he is: the organ, may be
judged of exclusively from his own declarations.

The Undersigned again renounces, as he has already done, in themost
explicit terms, any right on the part of the British Government to search
American vessels in time of peace. The right of search, except when spe-
cially conceded by treaty, is a purely belligerent right, and can have. no
existence on the high seas during peace.
The Undersigned apprehends, however, that the right of search is not

confined to the verification of the nationality of the vessel, but also extends
to the object of the voyage, and the nature of the cargo, The sole purpose
of the British cruisers is to ascertain whether the vessels they meet with are
really American or not. The right asserted has, in truth, no resemblanée to
the right of search, either in principle or in practice. It is simply a right to
satisfy the party who has a legitimate interest in knowing the truth, that the.
vessel actually is what her colours aanounce. This right we concede as
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freely as we exercise. The British cruisers are not instructed to detain

American vessels under any circumstances whatever; on the contrary, they

are ordered to abstain from all interference with them, be they slavers or

otherwise. But. where reasonable suspicion exists that the American flag

has been abused, for the purpose of covering the vessel of another nation, it

would appear scarcely credible, had it not been made manifest by the re-

peated protestations of their Representative, that the Government of the

United States, which have stigmatized and abolished the trade itself, should

object to. the adoption of such means as are indispensably necessary for

ascertaining the truth. .

_ The Undersigned ‘had. contended, ‘in his former note, that the legitimate

inference from the arguments of Mr. Stevenson would practically extend even to

the sanction of piracy, when the persons engaged in it should think fit. to shelter

themselves under the flag of the United States. Mr. Stevenson observes. that

this is a misapprehension on the part of the Undersigned ; and he declares that,

in denying the right of interfermg. with vessels underthe American flag, he

intended to limit his objection to vessels ond fide American, and not to those

belonging to nations who might fraudulently have assumed the flag of the United

States.. But it appears to the Undersigned, that his former statement is by no

means satisfactorily controverted by the declaration ofMr. Stevenson. How is

this bona fides to be proved? Must not Mr. Stevenson either be prepared to

maintain that the flag alone is sufficient evidence of the nationality of the vessel,

which, in the face of his own repeated admissions, he cannot do, or must he.

not confess that the application of his arguments would really afford protection

to every lawless and piratical enterpriser :

The Undersigned had also expressed his belief that the practice was

general, of ascertaining by visit the realcharacter of. every vessel on the high

seas, against which there should exist reasonable ground of suspicion... Mr.

Stevenson denies this ; and he asks, what other nation than Great Britain had

ever asserted, or attempted to exercise, such a right? In answer to this

question, the Undersigned can at once refer to the avowed and constant prac-

tice of the United States, whose cruisers, especially in the Gulf of Mexico, by

the admission of their public journals, are notoriously in the habit of examining

all suspicious vessels, whether sailing under the English flag or any other. In

whose. eyes are these vessels suspicious? Doubtless, in those of the Com-

manders of the American cruisers. But, in truth, this right is quite as im-

portant to the United States as to Great Britain; nor is it easy to conceive

how the maritime intercourse of mankind could safely be carried on without

such a check. fo : oe :

It can scarcely be necessary to remind Mr. Everett, that the right thus claimed

by Great Britain is not exercised for any selfish purpose. It is asserted in the.

interest of humanity, and in. mitigation of the sufferings of our fellow-men.

The object has met with the concurrence of the whole civilized world,.includ-

ing the United States of America, and it ought to receive. universal assistance

and support. ; Do / ee

The Undersigned cannot abstain here from referring to the conduct of an

honourable and zealous officer, commanding the naval force of the United

~ States on the coast of Africa, who, relying on the sincere desire of his Govern-

ment for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and sensible of the abuse of the

American flag, entered into an engagement, on the 11th of March, 1840, with—

the officer in command of Her Majesty’s cruisers on the same station, by

which they mutually requested each other, and agreed, to detain all vessels

under American colours employed in the traffic. If found to be American

property, such vessels were to be delivered over to the Commander of any

‘American cruiser on the station; or if belonging to other nations, they were ©

to be dealt with according to the Treaties contracted by Her Majesty with the

respective States. The Undersigned believes, and indeed after the statements

of Mr. Stevenson, he regrets to be unable to doubt, that the conduct of this

gallant officer, however natural and laudable in its object, has been disavowed

by his Government. -

It is not the intention of the Undersigned at present to advocate the justice

and propriety of the mutual right of search, as conceded and regulated by©

treaty; or to weigh the reasons on account of which this proposal has been

rejected by ne Government of the United States. He took occasion in a

Lass D.
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former note, to observe, that concessions sanctioned by Great Britain and
France were not likely to be incompatible with the dignity and independence
of any other State which should be disposed to follow their example. But the
Undersigned begs now to inform Mr. Everett, that he has this day concluded
a joint Treaty with France, Austria, Russia, and Prussia, by which the mutual
right of search within certain latitudes is fully and effectually established for
ever. This is, in truth, a holy alliance, in which the undersigned would have
rejoiced to see the United States assume their proper place among the Great
Powers of Christendom, foremost in power, wealth, and civilization, and con-
nected together in the cause of mercy and justice. :

It is undoubtedly true, that this right may be abused, like every other which
is delegated to many and different hands. It is possible that it may be exer-
cised wantonly and vexatiously; and should this be the case, it would not only
call for remonstrance, but would justify resentment. This, however, is in. the
highest degree improbable; and if, in spite of the utmost caution, an error
should be committed, and any American vessel should suffer loss or injury, it
would be followed by prompt and ample reparation. The Undersigned begs
to repeat, that with American vessels, whatever be their destination, British
cruisers have no pretension in any manner to interfere. Such vessels. must be
permitted, if engaged in it, to enjoy a monopoly of this unhallowed Trade;
but the British Government will never endure that the fraudulent use of the
American flag shail extend the iniquity to other nations, by whom it is
abhorred, and who have entered into solemn treaties with this country for its
entire suppression.

_ In order to prove to Mr. Everett the anxiety of Her Majesty’s Government,
to prevent all reasonable grounds of complaint, the Undersigned believes that
he cannot do better than to communicate to him the substance of those instrac-
tions under which the British cruisers act in relation to American vessels when
employed on this service.

If, from theintelligence which the officer commanding Her Majesty’s cruiser
may have received, or from the manoeuvres of the vessel, or from other sufficient
cause, he shall have reason to believe that, although bearing the American flag,
the vessel does not belong to the United States, he is ordered, if the state of the
wind and weather shall admit of it, to go ahead of the suspected vessel, after
communicating his intention by hailing, and to drop a boat on board of her, to
ascertain her nationality, without detaining her, if she shall prove to be really an
American vessel. But should this mode of visiting the vessel be impracticable,
he is to require her to be brought-to for this purpose. .
The officer who boards the vessel is merely to satisfy himself of her nationality,

by her papers or other proofs; and should she really be an American vessel, he
will immediately quit her, offering, with the consent of her commander, to note
on her papers the cause of suspecting her nationality, and the number of minutes
she was detained (if detained at all) for the object in question. All the par-
ticulars are to be immediately entered on the log-books of the cruiser, and
a full statement of them is to be sent, by the first opportunity, direct to England.

These are the: precautions taken by Her Majesty’s Government against the
occurrence of abuse in the performance of this service; and they are ready to
adopt any others which they may think more effectual for the purpose, and which
shall, at the same time, be consistent with the attainment of the main object in
view. Se ,

Mr. Stevenson has said, that he had no wish to exempt the fraudulent use of
the American flag from detention; and this being the case, the Undersigned is
unwilling to believe, that a Government like that of the United States, professing
the same object and animated by the same motives as Great Britain, should
seriously oppose themselves to every possible mode by which their own desire-
could be really accomplished. . vo

The Undersigned avails, &c.

. (Signed) ABERDEEN.
Edward Everett, Esq.

&e. &e. §e.
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No. 282.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Fox.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 23, 1841.

Wira reference to my recent Despatches to you, respecting the visita-

tion of vessels bearing the flag of the United States, and suspected not to belong

to that country, I herewith transmit to you, for your information, a copy of a

note which I have addressed upon this subject to Mr. Everett, the United States’

Minister at this Court, in reply to the note addressed to me on the 21st of October

last by his predecessor, Mr. Stevenson. —
Tam, &c.

H. S. Fox, Esq, (Signed) ABERDEEN.

&e. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 282.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr, Everett.
December 20, 1841.

(See No. 281.)

 

No. 288.

Mr. Everett to the Earl of Aberdeen..

Legation of the United States, December 23, 1841.

(Received December 24.)

Tux Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of

the United States of America, has the honour to acknowledge the reception of a

communication from Lord Aberdeen, Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State

for Foreign Affairs, bearing date the 20th instant, in reply to a note of Mr.

Stevenson’s, of the 21st of October.

The Undersigned will avail himself of an early opportunity of addressing some

remarks to the Earl of Aberdeen, on the very important topics treated in his

note. In the meantime, the Undersigned begs leave to express his great satis-

faction at the. conciliatory and dispassionate tone of Lord Aberdeen’s communi-

cation, from which the Undersigned augurs the happiest influence on the renewed

_ discussion of the subject.
The Undersigned, &c.,

(Signed) EDWARD EVERETT.

The Right Hon. Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.,
, Se. - Se. &e.

 

No. 284.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Fox.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 24, 1841.

Wira reference to my Despatch of yesterday's date, I herewith transmit

to you, for your information, a copy of a note which I have this day received from

Mr. Everett, United States’ Minister at this Court, in acknowledgment of the

receipt of my note of the 20th instant to that Minister, upon the visitation of

vessels bearing the flag of the United States, and suspected not to belong to that

country. cs .
T am, &e.

HS. Fox, Esq., - (Signed) ABERDEEN.

&e. Se.
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Enclosure in No. 284.

Mr. Everett to the Earl ofAberdeen.

December 23, 1841,

(See No. 283.)

 

No. 285.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Fox.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 24, 1841.

Wiru reference to my Despatch of the 23rd instant, I herewith transmit to
you, for your information, a copy of the Treaty, adverted to in my note of the
20th instant to Mr. Everett, as having been concluded on that day between Great
Britain, Austria, France, Prussia, and Russia, for the suppression of the African
traffic in Slaves.

Lam, &c.

(Signed) ABERDEEN.
H. S. Fox, Esq.,
Se. Se. fe.

 

No. 286.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Fox.

Foreign Office, December 27, 1841.

Circular, asking for all Laws upon Slave Trade.

(See No. 14.)

 

No. 287.

Mr, Everett to the Earl of Aberdeen.

32, Upper Grosvenor Street, December 27, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received December 28.) _

THE cases of American vessels, to which I alluded this morning,are’ those
of the “ Tigris,” “Sea Mew,” “ Jones,” and “ William and Francis.” They
were brought to the notice of Lord Palmerston bya letter of my predecessor of
the 16th of April last, accompanied by numerous documents. I earnestly com-
mend them to your Lordship’s attention, in the full persuasion that nothing would
contribute so much to allay the excitement caused in the United States by these
seizures in the African seas, nor prepare so effectually for a final and satisfac-
tory adjustment of the controversy, as that prompt and ample reparation where
error has been committed, and any American vessel has suffered loss and in-
jury, which is promised ia your Lordship’s note of the 20th instant.

 

I have, &c.

(Signed) EDWARD EVERETT,
The Earl of Aberdeen, K.T.,
— §e. Se. Se.

No. 288.

The EarlofAberdeen to Mr. Everett.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 31, 1841. -
I nave had the honour to receive your letter of the 27th instant, upon

the subject of the cases of the vessels the “ Tigris,” the “Sea Mew,” the
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« Jones,” and the “ William and Francis,” brought to the notice of Viscount

Palmerston bya letter of the 16th of April last, from your predecessor, Mr.

Stevenson.
.

I have to acquaint you that, on the 3lst of August last, the Board of Admi-

yalty were moved by Lord Palmerston to institute a strict inquiry into the alle-

gations made against Her Majesty’s officers in these cases, and to report to this

office the result. .

The result of that inquiry has not yet been received; but J have directed

that the Board of Admiralty should be reminded of the desire already intimated,

and be moved to transmit to this Office, as soon as may be, the information they -

may be enabled to procure upon the subject.

Her Majesty’s Governmentisvery desirous to give to the United States’ Go-

vernment, with the least possible delay, an answer upon these and any other

cases which may require explanation.
But upon reference to Mr. Stevenson’s note, and to the documents which

accompanied it, you will perceive that the inquity may naturally be expected to

occupy a considerable time, since the transactions referred to in that note are

said to have occurred at various and very distant places.

No time will be lost in obtaining all the details which can be procured, and

as soon as Her Majesty's Government shall have received the. necessary in-

formation, 1 shall have the honour to address you again upon the subject.
I have, &c.

(Signed) ABERDEEN.

Edward Everett, Esq.,

 

Se. Se. $e.

No. 289.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Foe.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 31, 1841.

Wiru reference to my previous Despatch to you, containing copies of

correspondence respecting the visitation of vessels bearing the United States’

flag, and suspected of Slave Trade, I herewith transmit to you, for your informa-

tion, the copies of two letters which have passed between Mr. Everett and my-

self since the date of my last Despatch to you upon this subject.
I am, &c. .

(Signed) © ABERDEEN.

H. S. Fo, Esq,
ee

&c. §e. §e.
 

Enclosures in No. 289.

1. Mr. Everett to theEarl ofAberdeen, December 27, 1841.

2; The Earl ofAberdeen to Mr. Everett, December 31, 1841.

(See Nos. 287 and 288.)
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No. 290.

Mr. Consul Buchanan to Viscount Palmerston.

Her Majesty’s Consulate, New York, December 15, 1840.
My Lorp, (Received January 19, 1841.)

I wAve the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s Letter, transmitting
two series of papers relating to the Slave Trade which had been presented to
the Houses of Parliament during the last session, which shall be preserved in
this office.

 

T have, &c.
(Signed) J. BUCHANAN.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
Se. Se. Se. >

No. 291.

Mr. Consul Grattan to Mr. Bidwell.

Her Majesty's Consulate, Boston, December 31, 1840.
Sir, (Received January 19, 1841.)

I nAveE the honour to inform you that yesterday morning the American
brig “ Tigris,” of Salem, in the state of Massachusetts, arrived at that port from
the coast of Africa, sent to this country under the command of Midshipman
Jackson, of Her Majesty’s brig “ Waterwitch,” Lieutenant Matson, Commander,
having been captured by the latter officer, under the charge of having one negro
slave, a boy named Teme, on board.

Mr. Jackson was the bearer of a letter from Lieutenant Matson to Mr. Fox,
Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington, containing various documents relative
to the case ; all of which I have forwarded, with a letter from myself, requesting
Mr. Fox’s instructions for my guidance.

In the mean time the complaint of Mr, Jackson, on behalf of the captors, has
been duly lodged in the District Court of the United States in this city; the.
Judge has issued a warrant of arrest against the “ Tigris,” and for the bringing
up and examination of the master; and I have put the case into the hands of
counsel, to take all measures proper in the interests of the captors. I shall for-
ward the men composing the prize-crew, and belonging to the “ Waterwitch,”
by the “ Caledonia” steamer to Liverpool, and will afford every assistance in my
power to Midshipman Jackson:

 

T have, &c.
Jno. Bidwell, Esq., (Signed) T. C. GRATTAN.

&e. Se.

No. 292.

Lord Leveson to Mr. Consul Grattan.

Sir, Foreign Office, February 8, 1841.
I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to acquaint you that your letter of

the 31st of December last to Mr. Bidwell, respecting the American brig “ Tigris,”
detained by Her Majesty’s brig “ Waterwitch,” has been referred, by his Lord-
ship’s desire, to Her Majesty’s Advocate-General; and the report of the Queen’s
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Advocate having been received, I have now received directions from Lord Pal-

merston to instruct you to discontinue the proceedings commenced by you in

behalf of the captors of the “ Tigris ;” and to leave the American authorities to

pursue such course as they may deem advisable in the case.
I am, &c.

T. C. Grattan, Esq., _ (Signed) LEVESON..
&e. Se.

 

No. 293.

Mr. Consul Buchanan to Viscount Palmerston.

Her Majesty’s Consulate, NewYork, January 15, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received February 15.)

I wAvE the honour to state that the decision as to the schooner “ Cathe-

rine,” mentioned in my letter of the 14th August, 1840, has been set aside, and

the vessel condemned: a report of such decision by Judge Thompson I have the
honour to enclose.

: I have, &c.
(Signed) JAMES BUCHANAN.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., ——
&e. _ &e. &e.
 

Enclosure in No. 293.

Judge Thompson’s Opinon inthe Case of the “ Catherine.”
United States versus Schooner “ Catherine.” .

THIS case comes up on appeal from the District Court for the Southern
District of New York. The proceeding in the Court below was for an alleged
forfeiture of the vessel for a violation of the Act of Congress of the 10th May,

1800 [8 vol. L.U.S., 382), which declaresthatit shall be unlawful for any citizen
of the United States, or other person residing within the United States, directly

or indirectly, to hold or have any right or property in any vessel employed or
made use of in the transportation or carrying of slaves from one foreign country
or place to another, And any right or property, belonging as aforesaid, shall be
forfeited.

The Supreme Court, in the case of the United States v. Morris [14 Peters 473], -
have given a construction to the term employed as here used in this Act. The
question, say the Court, in this case is whether a vessel, on her outward voyage to
the coast of Africa’ for the purpose of taking on board a cargo of slaves, is
“ employed or made use of ” in the transportation or carrying of slaves from one
foreign country or place to another, before any slaves are received on board?
To be “ employed,” say the Court, in anything, means not only the act of doing
it, but also. to be engaged to do it, to be under contract or orders to do it. And
this is not only the ordinary meaning of the word, but has frequently been used,
and in that sense, in other Acts of Congress. That the vessel in question was
employed in the transportation of slaves within the meaning of the Act of Congress,
if she was sailing on her outward voyage to the African coast in order to take
them on board to be transported to another foreign country. ;
That the “ Catherine” was an American vessel, sailing under the American

flag and documented as an American vessel, is not denied.. And the claimant,
Charles Tyng, who interposes his claim as owner, was an American citizen.
This would seem to bring the case directly within the prohibition in the Act,
and subject the vessel to forfeiture. And, indeed, the District Judge in the Court
below declares that he should have no difficulty, upon a careful review of the
facts and circumstances, in deciding that the charge of the libel had been fully
sustained against the vessel, if the charter-party and her outfit and the proceed-
ings under it were the controlling facts in the case. That the pertinency and
weight of a similar class of facts and circumstances were fully considered by the
Court in the case of the “ Butterfly,” recently decided in this Court, where the
vessel: was condemned. And the learned Judge adds, that some particulars exist
here which would probably be regarded as rendering the inferences and -pre-
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sumptions there adopted and recognised still more direct and conclusive ; but that

it seemed to him that the enterprise assumed a new character, subsequent to the

execution of the charter-party. That there is nothing in the Act inhibiting an

American vessel from carrying any description of cargo to the coast of Africa.
She may be legitimately let on freight or chartered for such a voyage. If every-
thing she undertakes to do, as a vessel of the United States, be to carry out and

deliver a cargo, she would not, in fulfilling such an engagement, come within the

prohibitory enactments of the statute. The statute reaches her only when the
evidence shows her outward voyage is only in part fulfilment of her employment

as.an American vessel, which is to be continued and consummated by transport-
ing slaves into some other foreign country.

I am not disposed to give a construction to this Act which will interdict an
American vessel from carrying out a cargo and delivering it upon the coast of
Africa, if unconnected with the subsequent employment of the vessel in the

transportation of slaves. But I am not prepared to admit that such subsequent
employment must be in the character of an American vessel, in order to bring

her within the prohibition in the Act. If the circumstances are such as to

warrant the conclusion that the outward voyage under the American character
and ownership was planned and undertaken with a view and under an arrange-

ment that the owership and character were to be changed on the arrival of the
vessel on the coast of Africa, and there to be employed in the transportation of
slaves, such vessel would clearly come within the mischief, and I think within the
true intent and meaning, of the Act of Congress.

There can be no doubt but that a bond fide sale of a vessel to be delivered at
any given place upon the coast of Africa, unconnectedwith the ulterior employ-

ment of the vessel, and not in aid of an employment in the transportation of slaves,

would not subjecther to forfeiture within this Act of Congress. But where the
voyage is commenced and prosecuted under strong and suspicious circumstances,

laden with a cargo and accompanied with preparations that are usually employed
in voyages of this description, it imposes no unreasonable hardship upona party

to call upon him to explain and remove such suspicious circumstances. If the

adventure is innocent, it may easily be shown to be so.
The language of the Supreme Court, in the case of the “ Josefa Segunda”

[5 Wheat., 3567], is very strong on this point. In the execution of these laws
(the suppression of the Slave Trade), no vigilance can be excessive, and restitu-

tion ought never to be made but in cases which are purged of every intentional

violation, by proofs the most clear, the most explicit aud unequivocal.
But.let us looka little at the circumstances of this case, and see whether they

are not such as call upon the party to give a more satisfactory explanation.

The claimant, Charles Tyng, alleges he is a citizen of the United States,
residing in the Havana since the year 1837, and engaged in the business of a
ship-broker and commission agent. ‘That some time in the latter part of May,
1839, the schooner “ Catherine,” an American vessel, arrived at the Havana,

under the command of Wedge,a citizen of the United States, who applied_
to him and represented that he was authorised by R. W. Allen and John Hen-

derson, citizens of Baltimore and owners of the “ Catherine,” to effect a sale

thereof, and employed him for that purpose. That he succeeded in effecting a

sale to the house of Don Pedro Martinez and Co.; which sale, however, owing’

to some misunderstanding, fell through. He, however, feeling confident that

the bargain would be consummated, had advanced the purchase-money to Wedge,
and he had returned to Philadelphia, after having made him his substitute under
the letter of attorney from Allen and Henderson. He afterwards effected a sale
of the vessel to Don Tiran of Havana; but had previously chartered her to one
Thrasher, who agreed so to modify his charter-party as to meet the terms of

sale to Don Tiran. Under these circumstances the “ Catherine” sailed from,
the Havana, on her voyage to the coast of Africa, and was captured by the
Dolphin,” a British armed vessel, and brought into the port of New York.
These are the general outlines of the case. But a more particular examina-

tion of the various circumstances is necessary to a proper understanding of
the transaction.

It is proper, in the first place,to notice that, although the claimant, Charles

Tyng, was originally an authorised agent to sell the vessel for Allen and Hen-

derson, yet they, having received the purchase-money from him, through
Captain Wedge, refused to refund it, and threw the vessel upon his hands.

He, therefore, interposes his claim as owner, and alleges himself to be such.
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His sale to Tiran bears date the 25th June, 1839, and was for the consi-

deration of 10,000 dollars, provided the vessel was delivered to him at the port

of Bona, on the coast of Africa, on or before the 1st day of October; part of the

purchase-money was to be paid in advance, and the balance on receiving satis-

factory evidence of the delivery of the vessel at Bona; the said Charles Tyng

being left at liberty to load or charter the vessel until her delivery at Bona.

The money advanced to be refunded to Tiran, in case of failure to deliver the.

vessel at Bona on or before the Ist of October. a
~The vessel having been captured before her arrival on the coast of Africa,

the sale and transfer of the property in the vessel was never consummated, but

remained in the original owner, and whether that ownership was in the house

in Baltimore or in Tyng is immaterial, though Tyng asserts himself to be
the owner, and must be dealt with as such. He was the owner on her outward

voyage, and at the time of the capture. If he was such owner, and the vessel

was employed in the transportation of slaves, according to the decision of the

Supreme Court in the case of the United States v. Morris, how does the Act of
Congress affect his interest in the vessel? It declares that it shall be unlawful

for any citizen of the United States, directly or indirectly, to hold or have any

right or property in any vessel employed or made use of in the carrying or
transportation of slaves from one foreign country or place to another; and any

right or property belonging as aforesaid shall be forfeited. The forfeiture
attached upon the violation of the prohibition; and that violation occurred

the instant the vessel was employed in the transportation of slaves, or, in other
words, at the commencement of the voyage, if such voyage was prosecuted with

the view and for the purpose of transporting slaves from one foreign country or
place to another foreign country or place. That such was the purpose for which
this vessel was purchased by Tiran, and was proceeding to the coast of Africa, _

admits of but little doubt. Jt was intimated on the argument, that there was no
such place as Bona on the West Coast of Africa, where the Slave Trade is carried

on. And if the vessel was to be delivered at Bona, on the coast of Algiers, it
afforded no grounds of suspicion. But this suggestion was so utterly improbable,
that it was not pressed, and is entitled to no consideration. _That there is.such.a

place as Bona (as known and understood by the parties) on the West Coast of
Africa, cannot admit of a doubt. :

The charter-party, entered into between the claimant and Thrasher, bears date
on the 15th day of June, 1839, for a voyage from Havana to Isle of Principe, or

other port or ports on the coast of Africa, as the agent of the charterer may direct.
The charterer to provide a crew, and furnish them with all necessary provisions, &c.,

for their maintenance during the voyage, and to pay all port charges. The char-
terer to pay 300 dollars per month, for eight months; and if the vessel should be
at sea at the expiration of said term, the charter-party to continue until her arrival
and the cargo shall be discharged.
The charterer gave to Captain Peterson, the master of the vessel, instructions

to proceed to the Isle of Principe, and on his arrival there to consign the vessel
and cargo to Joseph Pereyra, and deliver to him the certified invoice enclosed in
the letter of instructions, and giving’ him directions implicitly to obey the instruc-
tions of Pereyra. And, in his letter of instructions, he says, “ A number of persons.

having applied to me for passage out in the schooner, I have consented; but you
will take care that their passports are in order, and that there are no circum-_
stances attending them which will be likely to bring you into the least difficulty.”
Pereyra, the consignee of the charter, wasat Havana, and went out as supercargo.
It appears from the deposition of Robert N. Dundas, mate of the “Dolphin,”
that, when the “ Catherine” was captured, the witness demanded of the captain
his papers, and a number were delivered up, which are unimportant to be noticed
here: Soon after Lieutenant Holland came on board the “ Catherine,’ and

Captain Peterson was searched, and there was found concealed on his person a
certain paper, which among the exhibits is marked No. 33, and which will be
hereafter noticed. From this deposition of the mate, it appears that the crew of
the “ Catherine” consisted of eight persons with American protections, including
the captain, and about twenty or twenty-five foreigners, mostly Spanish and Por-
tuguese. That six or eight-men would be quite sufficient to navigate the
« Catherine” in a lawful trade. That there was found on boardalarger boiler,
or cooking apparatus, sufficiently large to have cooked for three hundred people;
a-quantity of lumber, which was prepared and numbered for laying a slave deck,

Cuass D.
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and would easily have been put up, as a slave deck, in a few hours after the cargo
was discharged. A number of leaguers were found on board, some made up and
some in shooks; about nine were made up, and materials for about six more.
Each would contain five or six hundred gallons. There were found on board about
five hundred and seventy wooden spoons, similar to those used in slave vessels.
There were thirty-eight large tin dishes, and a number of small ones. That the
equipments above-mentioned are such as are usually found on board of slave
vessels, and he has never seen them elsewhere. They found no irons, but they
are generally concealed in the lower part of the vessel. And from the evidence
taken in this Court upon the appeal, it appears that two bags of iron manacles
were found concealed under the cargo ; one was counted, and contained seventy-
five, and the other appeared to be about the same size. ‘The mate further testi-
fied that the “ Catherine” was captured three or four miles from Cape St. Paul’s.
That the cargo found on board was such a one as an honest trader would not have
on board trading with the coast of Africa, and it was also such a one as a slaver
would have on board. That the lumber and large boiler would excite suspicion.
The document before referred to, which was found on the person of her master,
although without date or signature, is deserving of notice. It is as follows :—
“ The main thing for you to do on this voyage is to be ready, in case you are
boarded by a man-of-war, to show your log-book, which must be regularly kept
from the time you leave here, your ship’s papers, your charter-party for the
voyage, your ship’s roll and instructions ; and you are in that event to take all
command with your American sailors according to your roll—all.the others are
to be passengers. You are to be very careful that, in case of any cross-questions,
you do not commit yourself, but always stick to the same story. When the vessel
is discharged, you must at once cut your register in two pieces; one piece you
must enclose direct, and send to Messrs. Thomas Wilson and Co., Baltimore; the
other piece you will bring with you, and give to me when you return here. You
must be very particular about that, and do not let any time pass after the cargo
is ont before you cut the register in two pieces, and be careful to keep them
separate. Throw one piece overboard, if you are obliged to, by being boarded by
a man-of-war.”

It is not very certain from whom this document emanated. It must have been
from some person having an interest in the vessel or in the voyage, and most
probably from either Thrasher, the charterer, or Tiran, the conditional purchaser.
The language as to the disposition of the register would seem more appropriately
to come from Tiran, who was to become the owner. But, from whomsoever it
came, being found on board the vessel, and forcibly taken from the master, it was
a document connected with the voyage, and bears evident marks of suspicion that
the adventure was not in reality what it purported ostensibly to be, a fair and
legal voyage to the coast of Africa. If.so, no disguise was necessary. The
directions, in case of being boarded by a man-of-war, to take all command
with the American sailors, and all the others to be passengers, show that they
were not in reality passengers, but connected with the vessel, and were to assume
the character of passengers as a disguise. It is, in the first place, highly impro-
bable that any persons should be going out to that part of the coast of Africa as
mere passengers. But. considering them connected with the ulterior employment
of the vessel in the transportation of slaves, their being on board is easily ac-
counted for. When a cargo of slaves was taken on board, it would require the
vessel to be manned by a greater number than would be required for the mere
navigation of the vessel.
From a careful examination of the proofs in this case, I am satisfied that this

vessel was chartered, fitted out, and laden at Havana, with intent to be employed
in the Slave Trade, prohibited by the Act of Congress of the 10th of May, 1800;
and the circumstances connected with and attending the outward voyage, in.-
my judgment, lead irresistibly to the conclusion, that the arrangement made
with respect to the conditional sale of the vessel, and the delivery of the pos-
session at Bona, was a part of the contrivance to avoid the interruption of the
adventure by capture. If this was a real and bond fide sale of the “ Catherine,’’
it is a little remarkable that no person is designated to whom possession was to
be given at Bona. Tiran, the purchaser, was in Havana, and would not himself
take the possession. It appears, fromthe letter of instructions to CaptainPeter-
son, by Thrasher, the charterer, the vessel and cargo were to be consigned to
Pereyra, who went out as supercargo. But there is nothing showing any con-
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nection between him and Tiran. If the outward voyage of this vessel to the

coast of Africa was unconnected with the subsequent employment of the vessel

in the transportation of slaves, it certainly requires explanation why she was

so peculiarly fitted in every respect for the transportation of slaves. And,

unexplained, they lead irresistibly to the conclusion that the whole was one

connected scheme to send out this vessel to be employed in the transportation

of slaves.
If this was a concerted plan between Thrasher and Tiran, in the purchase

and charter of the vessel, the more easily to elude capture and condemnation,

it is difficult to conceive how Tyng, the claimant, could have been ignorant of

the object and purpose for which this arrangement was made, and he must

therefore be considered a party to it, and the whole must ‘be taken to be one

continuous enterprise. And if so, the mere change of property in the vessel,

after her arrival on the coast of Africa, could not legalise the transaction.

The penalty was incurred and the forfeiture attached from the very inception

of the voyage, if it was commenced for the purpose of taking on board and

transporting slaves. It is true that the penalty of this Act of Congress is levelled

against American property employed in the manner prohibited ; but I cannot

think that the confiscation is limited to the American interest at the time she

is engaged in the actual transportation of slaves. If such isthe construction to

be given to this Act, it may be evaded with the utmost facility in every case.

I cannot yield to the construction, that the whole adventure must be performed.

whilst the vessel retains her American character and ownership. Where the

change of ownership is a part of the scheme, the forfeiture attaches upon all

interests concerned. The vessel becomes tainted with the offence, wherever

she may go, or into whatever hands she may fall. The ownership of this vessel

on her outward voyage was certainly American. The transfer of the title never

did take place, the vessel never having arrived at Bona. The American interest

was therefore forfeited within the express terms of the law. And if the arrange-

ment made with Tiran, the purchaser, was for the purpose of evading the penalty

of our law, he cannot claim any protection of his interest in the vessel in the

courts of this country. .

I am accordingly of opinion that the vessel became forfeited under the Act

of Congress, and that the decree of the District Court must be reversed, and a

decree of condemnation entered.
Under the view of the case taken by the District Judge, it did not become

necessary to pass upon the question whether the claimant, Tyng, has shown a

lien in respect to his advances to the owner, which would be protected in case.

of condemnation of the vessel. But although, according to my view of the case,

a decree of condemnation has passed against the vessel, I cannot. conceive on

what grounds the claimant can be entitled to his claim for advances. His whole

claim rests upon his setting himself up as the sole owner ofthe vessel, which

has been thrown upon him by her former owners, by reason of the first sale

made by him to Martinez and Co.; the purchase money having been paid. over

by him to them. It is the interest, therefore, of the claimant which has been

adjudged forfeited; and a decree in his favour for the advance made by him,

which was the whole purchase money, would be directly repugnant to the decree

of condemnation. The ground upon which condemnation has been pronounced

is, that he was an offending party, and implicated in the whole arrangement

made touching the adventure. And if so, he comes with an illgrace to ask for

the protection of his interest, after being defeated in his illegal undertaking.

Nor do E see how the seamen’s claim for wages can be sustained as a lien

upon the vessel, according to the view taken by the Supreme Court of this law,

in the case of the United States v. Morris. Although they have in their claim

denied having any knowledge that the vessel was to be engaged in any unlawful

enterprise, yet nothing has been shown by them in any manner supporting this

denial. -And the circumstances disclosed certainly show a primd facie case

leading to a contrary conclusion. The two seamen who have petitioned for an
allowance of their wages are William Michael and James Foxcroft. I do not

find their names on the erew list or in the shipping articles. But assuming them

to have been a part of the crew, they must have known that the vessel was going
on a voyage to the coast ofAfrica. There is no pretence of any misrepresenta-

tion to them in this-respect. The shipping articles describe the voyage to be

from Havana to the Isle of Principe, or to trade to other ports on the West Coast
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of Africa, and for a voyage not to exceed eight months. No mention is made
of a return of the vessel to Havana or elsewhere. But from any thing appearing
on the face of the articles to the contrary, their services were to terminate on the
coast of Africa, and they left there, or that they expected to be retained on board
the vessel in whatever service she might be engaged at the end of the eight
months. This latter expectation was most likely what they hoped to realise.
And this affords very strong presumptive evidence that they understood, or had
reason to believe, that the vessel was to be employed in the transportation of
slaves: and if so, they were guilty of a criminal offence, within the Act of Con-
gress now under consideration.

Their claim for wages must accordingly be denied.

 

No. 294.

Mr. Consul Grattan to Viscount Palmerston.

Her Majesty’s Consulate, Boston, January 31, 1841.
(Extract.) (Received February 16.)

I Had the honour of reporting, on the 31st ultimo, to the Superintendent
of the Consular Service, for your Lordship’s information, the arrival at Salem, in
the State of Massachusetts, of the American brig “ Tigris,” of that port, sent
hither from the coast of Africa by Lieutenant Matson, commanding Her Majesty's
brig “ Waterwitch,” under the charge of Mr. Henry Stanley Jackson, midship-
man of the latter vessel. A letter from Mr. Matson to Mr. Fox, enclosing copies
of the documents connected with the case, was forwarded by me toWashington,
and I have kept Mr. Fox informed of the proceedings which have taken place
here, by my letters of December 31, January 18, 23, and 29.

This case of the “ Tigris” is of great importance, opening a wide field for dis-
cussion on questions of international law and personal responsibility. It may.
lead to much diplomatic correspondence and legal examination. It may force on
a decision as to the true construction of the legislative enactments of the United
States relative to the Slave Trade; and will be the means of testing the sincerity
of the Federal Government in all that it has said on the subject, as well as of try-
ing the true bearing of public opinion regarding it in this country. Mr. Matson
and Mr. Jackson have no doubt communicated to the Admiralty the circumstances
ofthe particular case at issue; but I, nevertheless, think it advisable briefly to
state to your Lordship the facts from first to last. .
On the 7th of October last, Lieutenant Matson, cruising in the “ Waterwitch,”

off the coast of Africa, having received information that the “ Tigris,” then at
anchor off Ambrise, had a negro slave boy on board under suspicious circum-
stances, he boarded the vessel, and after a course of preliminary inquiry detailed
in his letter (Enclosure No. 1), he sent her to this country under charge of Mid-

' shipman Jackson, as before stated. .
Mr. Jackson’s orders were to take the brig to Boston. The state of the weather

obliged him to make the harbour of Salem; and thus the vessel was brought
back to the port whence she had sailed, with as little inconvenience as possible,
under the circumstances, to the owners, Messrs. Brookhouse and Hunt, of that
place, and none at all to the master or the crew, who were, with one exception,
as far as I can learn, natives of the town.
The “ Tigris” was navigated on her homeward voyage by a crew of seven men

and a boy belonging to the “ Waterwitch,” under Mr. Jackson’s orders. The
master, mate, and seven men, forming the original crew of the “ Tigris,” came
home in her, it may be said as passengers. They were nominally under a certain
degree of restraint, but cannot be said to have been prisoners, for no arms of any .
kind except Mr. Jackson’s sword were permitted to be taken on board by Mr. Mat-
iy 3 and from the moment the brig arrived at Salem, the crew were at perfect
iberty.
The voyage was a tedious and somewhat perilous one. The ship was old and

leaky ; and Mr. Jackson had great difficulty in managing the American crew. of
the “ Tigris,” who were naturally ill-disposed towards him; so much. so that.one
of the sailors on one occasion struck him a blow with a heavy weapon on the
back of the head, so violent as to have nearly killed him, and from the effects of
which he had scarcely recovered when he arrived here, four or five weeks after
the transaction.
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I must here take occasion to remark that the conduct of this officer throughout

this arduous service, and during the proceedings which have taken place here,

appears to me to be in the highest degree creditable to him, and to entitle him

to the most favourable recommendation to the Lords of theAdmiralty.

Mr. Jackson arrived with the “ Tigris” at Salem on the morning of Decem-

ber 30. Heimmediately came to Boston, and called upon me according to the

orders he had received from Mr. Matson, and without delay put himself into

communication with Mr. E. Smith, the Deputy District Attorney of this State,

formally giving up the custody of the vessel into his hands. The Marshal of the

District Court accordingly took possession of the vessel and cargo. Summonses

were immediately issued for the appearance of the captain and crew before

Judge Davis; and they were twice examined in open court, on January Ist and

January 9th, Mr. Jackson giving his testimony, and the negro boy Hemé being

resent.
P The enclosures (Nos. 2 and 3) give the details of these examinations. There

is, however, an error in the report on one point. The master of the “ Tigris”

was required to find sureties in the sum of 3000 dollars, the mate in the sum

of 1500 dollars, and Mr. Jackson was bound over in his own recognisance to

the amount of 500 dollars, to appear as a witness for the United States’ Go-

vernment, on the criminal prosecution against the master and mate, before the ~

Circuit Court to be held at Boston on the 15th of May next.

I beg to observe to your Lordship that up to this stage of the proceedings J}

had taken no part beyond sending home the men of the “ Waterwitch,” sup- —

plying Mr. Jackson with money for his personal wants, putting him in commu-_

nication with Messrs. Sumner and Hilliard as counsel, and giving minute atten-

tion to what was going on. It appeared to me that the affair was entirely

between Mr. Matson, the owners of the “ Tigris,” and the Government of the

United States. Mr. Jackson, acting for Mr. Matson and the officers and crew

of the “ Waterwitch,” was now advised to file a libel against the “ Tigris”

and her cargo, which had been in the mean time returned into the possession of

the owners, under an honorary engagement (which I have no doubt has been

respected) that nothing should be made away with until some decision should

take place on the question of the legality of the libel being filed in the name of

Mr. Matson, represented by Mr. Jackson; the District Attorney, Mr. Mills,

declining to file it on the part of the United States, being, as he stated, without

any advice from Washington on the subject, it was proposed by Mr. Jackson’s

counsel to file the libel in my name; but being uninformed of Mr. Fox's opinion,

and considering it imprudent at present to take astep that might seem to com-

promise, more or less, the British Government in a measure that might excite

irritation in the public mind of this country, I declined the proposal. The libel

was consequently filed in the name of Mr. Matson on the 15th instant; a “ mo-

nition” to show cause was issued and served on the owners of the vessel; and

Monday, the 25th instant, was fixed on for the hearing of the argument before

Judge Davis, in the Admiralty side of the District Court.

On Saturday evening, the 16th instant, at six o'clock, Mr. Jackson was

arrested by the Deputy Sheriff on: four separate actions of trespass, brought

against him by as manysailors of the “ Tigris.” The damagesin each action

were laid at 1000 dollars, the return of the writs being for the third week in

March; and the cause of complaint, an alleged trespass on the part of Mr.

Jackson, for having with eight other armed men boarded the “ Tigris” on the

coast of Africa, taken the complainants, and detained them twelve days on

board the “ Waterwitch,” and subsequently transported them as prisoners to

the United States. The object of this proceeding evidently was, that Mr.

Jackson should have been committed to jail, from the improbability of his

being able to find bail, in two sureties, each for 4000-dollars, as required by

the law. The Deputy Sheriff, however, accepted my security for Mr. Jackson’s

appearance on the following Monday, on my signing bail-bonds to the amount

of 4000 dollars.
On Monday, the 18th, I caused a writ of habeas corpus to be issued ; and on

Wednesday morning, the 20th, (the Deputy Sheriff allowing my security to

continue from day to day,) Mr Jackson appeared before the Judges of the Su-

preme Court, and was there served by the Deputy Sheriff with four additional

writs, for actions of trespass, at the suit of the captain, mate, and two others of
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the crew of the “ Tigris ;” the damages being laid altogether at 9000 dollars,
making a total, on the eight actions, of 18,000 dollars.
From the complicated aspect of these proceedings I thought it necessary

to engage the Attorney-General of the State, Mr. Austin, in addition to Mr.
Jackson’s other counsel. I had previously applied to Mr. Mills, the District
Attorney, to claim the protection of the Court for Mr. Jackson, on the ground
of his being detained here solely for the purpose of giving testimony as a
witness, bound over in his own recognisance, on the part of the United States’
Government, in a criminal prosecution instituted by Mr. Mills, and entitled to
the usual amount per diem paid to witnesses. Mr. Mills declined acceding
to my proposal, not having, he said, received any answer to his communica-
tion to the Attorney-General at Washington. The enclosed reports of the
proceedings before the Court do not by any means do justice to the forcible
xeasoning of the Attorney-General, while demanding the discharge of Mr.
Jackson.
The decision of the Court was pronounced the following morning by Chief

Justice Shaw. He refused the protection of the Court to Mr. Jackson as a
witness; not finding, as he stated, any precedent to authorize his doing so;
he, however, reduced the required amount of bail one-half, fixing it at 6500
dollars on the eight actions. .

This decision caused much surprise to many of the most respectable mem-
bers of the bar. One of the judges forming the Court (Judge Putnam) autho-
rized a statement in one of the public papers, expressing his dissent from it,
and his opinion that Mr. Jackson was entitled to his discharge. Several gen-
tlemen offered to become his bail; four were selected by the Deputy Sheriff,
and signed the bail-bonds, those I had executed being cancelled and delivered
up to me.
Pon the 25th, 26th, 27th, and 29th instant the question of filing the libel,

and issuing process against the “ Tigris” and her cargo, was argued at great
length before Judge Davis, by Messrs. Austin and Hilliard for the seizors, and
Messrs. Choate and Perkins for the owners. I regret that those arguments
have not been yet reported, as it is impossible for me to give your Lordship a
satisfactory abstract of them. .
The immediate questions on which Judge Davis is to pronounce his deci-

sion on Tuesday next, the 2nd of February, are :—
_ First. Shall Mr. Matson (represented by Mr. Jackson) be allowed to file
the libel against the vessel and cargo?

Second. In case he be. allowed to file the libel, shall he be required to sti-.
pulate (thé technical phrase for finding security) for the respondents’ costs,
which he would be liable to pay in case of failure of the proceedings instituted
against the vessel and cargo?

Third. Shall he be required to stipulate for damages, to be proceeded for
by the respondents (Messrs. Brookhouse and Hunt), in case of failure of the
proeeedings instituted against the vessel and cargo?
The counsel on either side have argued those questions with much ability.

I cannot anticipate the decision of the Court, but I presume it probable that
Judge Davis will allow the libel to be filed, requiring Mr. Jackson to stipulate
for the respondents’ costs, which may amount to 500 dollars, more or less. To
grant the respondents’ demand, that Mr, Matson, as the informer, should sti-
pulate for damages, unascertained and scarcely to be calculated with any
degree of precision, would be to quash the proceedings altogether. The re- -
spondents would no doubt lay their damages at an excessive amount, for which
it would be impossible that Mr. Jackson could find securities in thisplace.

 

First Enclosure in No. 294.-

Lieutenant Matson to the Secretary or Registrar of either of the Circuit Courts
of the United States.

Her Britannic Majesty's brig “ Waterwitch,”
Si, off Angola, October 19, 1840.

I nave the honour to inform you that I have detained and sent to Boston
the American brig “ Tigris,” under the following circumstances :—
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Having received information that she had a negro slave-boy on board, under
suspicious circumstances, I boarded her while at anchor off Ambrise, on the 7th
instant, and on my calling on the mate, who was in charge of the vessel, to
account for the boy being there, he stated that he was received at St. Thomas's,
and was going with them to America; the master coming on board soon after,
made the same statement, and produced a passport, which was evidently a false
document. Finding that the boy did not understand a single word of either
English or Portuguese, I dishelieved the story, and called on the crew, who all
confirmed the master’s statement. From the KroomenI learned that he had
lately been taken on board at Benguela; and on my asking the master if that
were not the case, he boldly and confidently denied it.

I then placed an officer and six men on board the “ Tigris,” and proceeded to
St. Paul de Loando (Angola), for the purpose of hearing the boy's statement
through an interpreter; his deposition was taken before the Chief Judge of the
city of Loando, through the medium of two sworn interpreters, and in the pre-
sence of several British and Portuguese naval officers, an attested copy of which
I beg to enclose (A) ; by that it appears that he is a native of ‘‘ Guilengues,”
near Benguela, from whence he was forcibly taken by the crew of the “ Tigris.”
I then returned to Ambrise, and informed the master that I intended sending .
his vessel to America, on which he presented me the enclosed letter (B) ; in con-
sequence of which letter I proceeded to Benguela, and procured the deposition
of Joao Maria de Souza e Almeida, as well as attested copies of his correspond-
ence with Jozé de Castro, relative to this boy (enclosure C).
By these documents it appears that Castro sent a Nago slave to Benguela in the

“Tigris,” at which place he nowis, a slave ofAlmeida’s, and where he is likely to
remain. It further appears that the boy ‘““Hemé” was being transported in
the “ Tigris” from his own country to St. Thomas’s, in consequence of his
having been sold to Castro, whose property he now actually is; the reason for
this exchange or barter is known to all who are acquainted with this coast, viz.,
that foreign slaves are of much greater value than natives of any neighbouring
place, who cannot be trusted at large, and are generally worked in chains to
prevent their going “ home” without leave, which is impossible for those who
are brought from a great distance. The ultimate fate of the boy “ Hemé” was
of course uncertain; had he been sent in the “ Tigris” to America, he might
have been sold there, or he might have returned to St. Thomas’s; but it is evi-
dent that he would never have returned to his native country.

These, sir, are my reasons for taking upon myself the responsibility of detain-
ing the “ Tigris,” but in doing so I find myself placed ina very delicate position,
not having any orders or instructions to interfere with vessels belonging to citizens
of the United States, whatever their employment might be; but having maturely
weighed the bearings of this case, I feel it'a duty which a British officer owes to
the Government of the United States, not to allow a crime which our respective
Governments have each declared to be piracy, to pass unnoticed. I have,
therefore, sent the vessel (failing to meet a cruiser of the United States) to the
port from whence she sails, to be dealtwith according to those laws which have
been so glaringly violated. .

I have, &c.

_ (Signed) H. I.MATSON, —
Lieutenant and Commander of Her Britannie -

Majesty's brig “ VVaterwitch.”

 

Letter of Captain Frye, alluded to in the above.

“ To the Lieutenant Commanding Her Majesty’s brig « Waterwitch,

“ Srr, . . . .
Asyou have detained the American brig ‘ Tigris, under my command,

under circumstances which to you are suspicious, I wish fully to explain all
the circumstances of the case to you. July 17th, 1840, I arrived at St.

- Thomas’s direct from Salem, United States of America, Whilethere, finding
my cook and steward drunk, I-punished him, and turned him out of the cabin,
and requested Jozé de Castro to let me have a boy to carry to the United
States, to act as steward in the cabin. He let me have one, but as I did not
much like his appearance, he told me that if he did not prove good I might
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leave him with his friend John Almada, of Benguella, and for that purpose I

got a passport for him. Upon arriving at Benguella, which I did on the 18th.

of September, I sent the boy on shore, and before sailing I took a boy of John

Almada on board, to carry to the United States, and put him on the shipping

articles. Letters which I carried to Benguella from J. de Castro to John.

Almada, I think explained all to him, and the purposes for which I wanted.

him, and what I was going to do with him. On the 7th of October, while I

was on shore, I saw your brig off the port. Your boat soon after boarded

the ‘ Tigris,” and upon the officer’s asking about the boy, he was told by the

mate that he belonged to St. Thomas’s, and came from there: and his reasons

were, that as I was not on board he thought there would be less questions

asked if he said he came from there. Soon my boat came on shore, and in-

formed me of the boy’s having been taken out ofthe brig by you. I imme-

diately went on board, and upon getting there was told by the mate that he

had told you the boy came on board at St. Thomas’s, and his reasons for so_

doing. Soon after your boat again returned, bringing back the boy; and now,

I thinking if I told you he came from Benguella, the different stories would

lead to some detention, I said he belonged to St. Thomas’s, as J. de Castro of

there is the one that gives him liberty to allow him to go to the United States.

My log-book and shipping articles are sufficient security for me, and even if I

had him not logged, the custom of our yessels carrying these boys home to learn

English would warrant me in it, You now have on board the ‘ Waterwitch’

a Kroo boy that I took at Cape Palmas on my last voyage, and had him with

me 12 to 14 months. On my previous voyage I had taken one of these boys

home. Cape Palmas was my first port, and I then had the boy on board,

bringing him back, at the time I took said Kroo boy on board. Were more

roof wanting as regards my intention towards the boy, you will easily find it

in the letters which J. de Castro wrote to John Almada of Benguella.

“One part of my conduct to you I regret exceedingly, and which I am aware

will lead to great censure in the United States: that when you asked all my

crew I did not check them. But seeing them all give the same answer, I was

in hopes they did. not recognise the boy; but was afterwards told by my mate

that ie had told them all to say he came from St. Thomas’s, as they were not

on oath.

(Signed) «“N. AUGUSTUS FRYE,
“ Commanding the American brig ‘ Tigris.’

** Witness to this copy,
«* SamueL Burnuam, Mate.”

 

Second Enclosure in No. 294.

Extractfrom the “ Daily Advertiser and Patriot.”

Disrricr Court or THE UNITED States.

Slave Trade.
Saturday, January 2.

Yesterpay morning Nathan Augustus Frye, master of the brig “ Tigris,”

of Salem, and the crew of the brig, were brought before the District Judge, on

the complaint of E. Smith, jun., for the Government, charged with being

engaged in the transportation of slaves, contrary to the Act of Congress of 1818,

chap. 86, sec. 4. On being interrogated by the Court, they severally said that

they were not guilty. Their counsel proposed to go into the examination at once;

but the Court consented to postpone it till Monday, when it was hoped Mr.

Mills, the district attorney, would be present. It was suggested that the evi-

dence might be of such a nature as to authorise a detention for a capital offence.

The deposition of the negro boy, said to have been transported or seized as &

slave, and certain other papers throwing light on the case, being in Portuguese,

were placed in the hands of the Honourable John Pickering, who consented to

translate them for the use of the Court. The defendants recognized with

‘sureties in the sum of 500 dollars each, for their appearance on Monday next.
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The negro boy was in court. He appeared to be about 13 years of age; he

speaks nothing but his native language, and it is doubtful if there is anybody
in the country who can understand him. He appeared nota little frightened

by the proceedings in the midst of which he found himself. A question arose
as.to the custody in which he should remain. He has been with the master
thus far, and it was allowed, with the-consent*of all the counsel in the case,

that he should continue with him till the examination. This course was adopted
from a desire to avoid causing the unfortunate boy needless fright by a change

of custody, the reason of which it was impossible to explain to him. Messrs.

Robert Brookhouse and William Hunt, of Salem, recognized for his appear-—

ance in court on Monday morning in the sum of 1000 dollars. They are the
owners of the brig, and most respectable merchants, against whom there is no

suspicion or suggestion of any scienter or knowledge of the alleged dealing in
slaves. .
The brig was sent to the coast of Africa with a cargo of merchandise, to be

exchanged at different points on the coast for the produce of that country, intended
for the Salem market—a trade in which the owners have for many years been
engaged. At the time of her seizure by the British cruiser ‘‘ Waterwitch” she
had disposed of the greater part of her outward cargo, had received on board
part of her homeward cargo, and purchased the residue. The cargo actually
taken on board, with the undelivered portion of the outward cargo, has been
brought to Salem with the vessel, and is of much value.

The “ Tigris” was taken possession of on the African coast by Mr. Matson,
lieutenant and commandant of Her Britannic Majesty’s brig ‘‘ Waterwitch,”
under circumstances which led him to suppose that she had on board the negro
boy above mentioned, in violation of the law of the United States prohibiting
the Slave Trade. Mr. Matson placed on board of her Mr. Jackson, an officer of
the “ Waterwitch,” and seven men, who have conducted her, with her crew, to
Salem. The original master and crew of the “ Tigris” were sent home uncon-
fined, and attended in Court yesterday, by arrangement with the Marshal,
without having been actually arrested. The brig “ Tigris” and her cargo are
now in the custody of the Marshal, to be proceeded against for a forfeiture,.on
account of the alleged violation of the laws of the United States against the
Slave Trade, one moiety whereof accrues to the United States, and the other
moiety to the informer, the British seizor. It is not probable that the case will
be very fully examined in the preparatory stages..

Mr. Jackson, the British officer, attended in Court; he will probably give
testimony in the criminal proceedings. He also represents the interests of the
British seizors in the proceedings for a forfeiture. -

It will be recollected that Mr. Matson, the commander of the “ Waterwitch,”
who made the seizure in the present case, was engaged in the capture of the
piratical crew of the Spanish brig “ Panda,” who was tried in Boston in 1834.

E. Situ, Jun., for the United States.
Cuoare and J. C. Perxins, of Salem, for the master and the owners of the

“ Tigris.”
Groner S. Hitzarp and Cuarves Sumner for the British seizors.

 

Third Enclosure in No. 294.

_Unitep Sratzs’ Disrricr Court.—January 9.

The brig ‘‘ Tigris” case disposed offor the present.

On Saturday last the examination of the captain and crew of the
“ Tigris” actually came on before Judge Davis, and lasted from twelve o’clock
till three. They were defended by Mr. Choate of this city, and Mr. Perkins
of Salem. Mr. Mills, district attorney, conducted the prosecution im an ener-
getic manner. The complaint is as follows :—

ee United States of America,
; “© Massachusetis District Sessions.

_ “To the Honourable John Davis, Judge of the District Court of the
United States for the district of Massachusetts :—

Crass D.



298 UNITED STATES—(Consular).

“ Ebenezer Smith, junior of Boston, in the district of Massachusetts, in
behalf of the said United States, on his oath, complains, and informs your

Honour, that Nathan A. Frye, Samuel Burnham, Cornelius Hendrickson,

David Asker, John P. Mansfield, Thomas Williams, George Scotchburn,

Michael Gould, Daniel O. Frye, and Andrew Williams, all now commorant

of Salem, in said district, mariners, being citizens of the United States, and the

crew of a certain brig called the ‘ Tigris,’ owned by certain citizens of the
United States to your complainant unknown, on the 18th day of September
last past, at a port called Benguella, on the coast of Africa, did take a negro

boy, being a native and an inhabitant of said coast of Africa, with intent to

make such negro a slave—the said negro not being held to service or labour
by the laws of either of the States or territories of the United States, and con-
trary to the form of the statute in such case made and provided. And the said
complainant further gives your Honour to be informed, that the said Frye, Burn-
ham, Hendrickson, Asker, Mansfield, Williams, Scotchburn, Gould, Frye,

and Williams, first brought into the said district of Massachusetts, after com-

mitting the said offence. Therefore, the said complainant prays that the said
accused may be apprehended and held to answer to this complaint, and further
dealt with relative to the same according to law.

« And furthermore, the said complainant prays that Henry Jackson, and
Hemé the black boy, and Tom the steward, may be duly sworn to appear and
give evidence relative to the subject matter of this complaint.

(Signed) “ EBENEZER SMITH, Jun.”

When this complaint was entered Mr. Smith was acting district attorney in
the place of Mr. Mills. The defendants were arraigned upon it on the first
instant, and severally pleaded not guilty.
We have before published the letters of Lieutenant Matson and Captain

Frye, of the “ Tigris,” and it may be recollected that the latter fully confessed,
under his own signature, that himself, mate, and crew attempted to deceive

Lieutenant Matson, by telling him that he took Hemé on board at St. Thomas’s,
and not at Benguella. .
The first witness examined on Saturday was Henry Stanley Jackson, mid-

shipman of the “ Waterwitch,” and prize-master of the “ Tigris ;” and he

testified that he twice boarded the “ Tigris” with Lieutenant Matson, and

heard the false statements made by the mate and crew in relation to the place
where Hemé was taken on board. They suspected the untruth of the state-
ment, which was assented to by Captain Frye, because the boy could not speak
a word of English or Portuguese ; the latter he must have learnt at St. Thomas,

if he had belonged to that island. They said they were going to take the boy
to America for instruction. Captain Frye also produced a passport for the
boy from St. Thomas.

Cross-examined.—We took a rough inventory of the brig’s cargo. We found
nothing on board of her which indicated that she had been fitted up for the
Slave Trade. Most decidedly not. 1 was put in charge of her, and ordered

to take her to the United States, and to treat the captain and men with the

greatest civility.
The second witness was Andrew Williams, a coloured man, who belonged

to the “ Tigris,’ and he testified that Hemé was brought on board at Ben-
guella, in a boat, by Brown and Mansfield. There were also some Kroomen,

and a bullock for the brig’s use, in the boat. There was a boy received at St.
Thomas, but it was a different one from Hemé.
The following depositions, taken at Angola in the Portuguese language

and translated by order of Judge Davis, by the Honourable John Pickering,
the city solicitor, were put into the case, as having a tendency to show that

the defendants ought to be held to answer to an indictment at the next Cir-
cuit Court. .

lst.—Hemeé’s Declaration.

* Angola.—An instrument in public form, with the tenor of a declaration,

as is below set forth :—
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«The tenor of the declaration which Hemé the black makes. On_ the

ninth day of the month of October, 1840, in the city of Loando, and province

of Angola, at the house of the residence of the honourable Judge in Ordinary,

Ignacio Joaquim de Mello Pereira, officiating as judge at law in this province

of Angola and its dependencies, to which I, the notary, come in order to take

by judicial order the declaration made, at the request of the lieutenant com-

manding the brig-of-war of Her Britannic Majesty the ‘ Waterwitch, Henry

James Matson, by Hemé the black, found by the said commander on board of

the American brig ‘ Tigvis.’
« And there being present Jozé Francisco de Coutto and Felippe Vellasco,

appointed interpreters, the said judge administered the oath on the Holy

Evangelists, under which he charged them that they should well and faithfully,

and without deceit or malice, declare and translate into the Portuguese lan-

guage the declarations which should be made by Hemé the black, who was

present; and the said oath being taken by them, they accordingly promised to

comply therewith; and having put to the said black such interrogatories as

were indicated by the officer, the said black declared as follows :— ;

“¢That he is a native of the interior country of Quinlenges of Benguella,

and that he is ignorant of his age, which appears to be 13 or 14; that in the

said interior country he was bought by a man of the name of Nicoléo (Nicho-

las), who sold him to another named Joaquim Ferreira, who again sold him to-

another person of the name of Alexander, and that person sold him to Miguel |

Baptista, a resident in Benguella, who gave him in exchange to a merchant,

Joao Maria de Souza e Almeida; and this person, receivingthe declarant for

the service of his house, or as a house-servant, ordered him, with other slaves

of his, to transport some lime, in casks, from the shore to his house; and while

he was minding some of the said casks, and the slaves were carrying others,

this declarant, remaining alone on the shore, was seized by the crew of a boat

belonging to a foreign ship, which, taking this declarant on board, set sail the

same day; and at the end of four days he went on board of another vessel,

‘ Waterwitch,’ where he now is, and from which he came this day, being com-

manded to appear before the said officer to make the present declaration.

-“ And thus the said officer has completed this official act, which he has

signed, together with the interpreters, and with the witnesses named below ::

I, Alvarro de Costa, Notary of the Judicial District, have signed the same::

Mello Pereira:: Alvarro de Costa:: Jozé Francisco de Coutta :: The sign of

the cross of the Interpreter:: Felippe Velasco :: as witnesses:: Francisco

Teixeisa de Mironda:: Jozé Gorres Rimires.”

Act of Examination.

“ Jn the year of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ 1840, on the 9th of the

month of October ‘of the same year, in the house of, &c., to which I, the

notary, came in order to proceed to an examination of the marks and brands

of iron which should be found on the body of Hemé, the black; which is at

the request of the lieutenant commanding, &c., the ‘Waterwitch,’ there being

present likewise the notary of the Correctional Police, Manoel Antonio Rod-

riguez; and by him and me, the notary, in ‘presence of the witnesses whose

names are hereto signed, the said examination was proceeded in, and it was

found that the said black boy has no mark of iron on his whole body, and

scarcely on his arms some marks of inoculation of the small pox, and, in

addition to these, a smaller scar on the left cheek, which the said black,

upon being interrogated why it was there, answered, that it had been made a

long time before by a wound received by a piece of wood; and, upon being

asked, likewise, if it was in the island of St. Thomas, or where it was that

this wound had been given, he answered that his country was in. Quilengues

de Benguela, and that be never was in St. Thomas’, nor did he know where

that is. [Names of witnesses repeated.]. And nothing more was contained

in the Declaration and the Act of Examination, which I, the notary, have

extracted from the originals with truth, and without anything to cause any
doubt therein. -

“ By me written and signed, and composed, in this city of Loando, in the

province of Angola, the 9th of October, 1840. Alvarro de Costa, Notary

Public, who wrote and signed.”
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Almeida’s Declaration.

“ The tenor of the declaration which was made by Joao Maria de Souza e

Almeida, merchant in this place, respecting a negro lad, Gil, who is in the

possession of the declarant, as also another, named Imé, who was in Angola,

as is hereinafter set forth :— .

“‘On the 16th of October, &c., in the house of the judge, &c., in Benguela,

to which I, the notary in his jurisdiction, came, there appeared said Almeida,

merchant of this place, whom I know to be the person in question, and attest:

and of him was required by said Judge, and declared that in consequence of

the negro lad Imé, whom he had sent from hence on board of the American

brig ‘ Tigris,’ in the room of another, named Gil, who remained in possession

of this declarant, and for this cause the said American brig had been taken

by the English brig ‘ Waterwitch; and at this same hearing appeared also

the commander of the said English brig of war, to receive this present declar-_

ation; and the said Almeida made the following declaration: that there was

transmitted to him, from the island of St. ’Thomas, by a merchant, Jozé de

Castro Roxa Mattos, in the American brig ‘ Taigress,’ and by the captain of

the same, a Nagé negro lad, named Gil, whom the said Coutto had to send to

English America to learn the business of a cook, as by the document No. 1

in public form will appear, in order for this one to go in place of another of

the same size and qualities, for the reason that the said Gil being already

domesticated in St. Thomas, and not merely as being acquainted with the

country, would not submit himself to certain commands which the said

Castro would necessarily have to impose upon him; for this reason, that the

said Castro ordered the said excharige to be made, the said declarant having

ordered, in the place of the said Gil, the said Imé, a negro lad of the same

size, and a domestic of this declarant, as appears by document No. 2, which

went from hence to that island in ordered to be delivered to said Castro; and.

in respect to the declaration of the said Imé, the black, that he had been car-

ried by force on board the ‘ Taigress,’ and therefore stolen, it is a clear want

of truth; for on the occasion when this declarant ordered him to leave other

work to accompany a seaman of the brig ‘ Taigress,’ who came to receive

from this declarant letters of correspondence for that island and Principe;

and this declarant caused the said black, Imé, to perceive that, notwithstand-

ing he could not speak the language of the country, he was going to the

country (or place) of this declarant; and he, accompanying the said mariner

to the shore, went without being accompanied by any guard, and he was not

taken, because he was a domestic in the service of the house of this declarant,

and for that reason need not be distrustful.
« At the execution of this act, this declarant produced the Nagé negro lad

Gil, who is in his possession, to the English commanders, who recognized him

to be the same whom they had already seen on board of the said American

brig ‘ Taigress,’ when she sailed from the port of Ambrise for this city of Ben-
guela; and when they registered (or entered) the said brig, the captain con-
firmed to them all which appears in. the declaration.”*

[Signed by the Judge, Notary, Lieutenant Wilson, and four other wit-
nesses. ]

Extract of a letter,datedAugust6, 1840, from de Castro Roza e Mattos:

at St. Thomas, to Almeida, the preceding declarant, at Benguela:—

“ Now by this American captain, my friend, you will receive by his hands

a Nagé negro lad, concerning whom I have come to the conclusion, that as a

friend you will not fail to exchange him with me, and to send me one of the

same size, that the said captain may take with his ship’s company to America,

in order that he may learn to cook. You will receive by the hands of the

same captain four half doblas (doubloons) for you to buy, on my account,

some Mapendin and yellow wax. In case you shall wish to transmit any-

thing in tobacco, on your own account, you can deliver it to the same captain,
 

* There isamarginal note against this paragraph, by the notary,,as follows :—

«“ This declaration is without effect, in so far as it says, they recognised the negro lad of the Nagé nation ;

and they did not register the vessel, nor ever saw the said negro lad. They disclaimed this in due time.
“ SALOMAO, Notary.”
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as he is a safe carrier. I could not send you the horses for want of room, the

captain having told me that he could not take them, as the vessel was very

full loaded.”
. ,

[The correctness of this extract is verified by the notary and judge.]

Extract of a letter, dated 3rd of October, from Almeida to Mattos, at St. _

Thomas :— .

«| have made the exchange, as you directed me, of the Nagé negro lad, .

and in his place there goes another from hence for the purpose you state; and

‘with this 1 shall be very glad if you are satisfied, which will be very satisfactory

to me. By the American captain, our friend, I received the four Spanish

ounces (doubloons), which according to the rate of 16 mil reis (the current

rate here), amounting to 64 mil reis, I have laid out for youasthe invoice

herewith, the articles remitted amounting to 124 mil 850 reis, leaving you my

debtor to the amount of 60 mil 850 reis, which I have passed to yourdebit ;

and I hope you will approve of whateverI have done according to your

orders, and not regarding the prices being high, so much as wishing rather

to pay well and send you a good article, than to give. 6 mil reis for one

good for nothing.”

[Verified, &c., as the preceding extract.|

The next piece of evidence was delivered from the shipping articles ofthe

“ Tigris,” which had been altered. By inspection, jt was discovered that

Hemé was entered under the name of “ Tom,” of “ Benguela.” Afterwards,

<< St. Thomas” was written over the word “ Benguela.” Thus the articles

were made to conform to the false statement made to Lieutenant Matson by

the officers and crew of the “* Tigris.” !

Mr. Choate argued that there was not a tittle of legal evidence adduced

tending to show that Hemé ever had been a slave, or that Captain Frye ever

intended to makea slave of him, and therefore no ground existed for binding

the defendants over. . :

Mr. Mills, for the prosecution, maintained that the evidence proved that

Captain Fryeintended to carry Hemé toSt. Thomas, in exchange for the boy

Gil, which was clearly a violation.of the law. He said he should only ask to

have the captain and mate, Burnham, bound over; Williams, Brown, and

Marsfield, he intended to hold as witnesses, and the remainder of the crew he

moved to be discharged, and they were discharged.

The court then ordered Captain Frye and Mr. Burnham to give bonds in

the sum of 2,000 dollars for their appearance at the May term of the Circuit

Court. .
The depositions, we believe, cannot be used as evidence on the criminal

accusation, but on the civil suit for forfeiture they will be admissible. The

boy Hemé was placed in the custody of the United States’ Marshal. _

 

Fourth Enclosure in No. 294.

The “Tigris” Affair—Habeas Corpus.

Ar twelve o'clock yesterday, Chief Justice Shaw, and Judges Putnam

and Dewey, met in the Supreme Court lobby, to hear the counsel on the writ

ofhabeas corpus in behalf of Midshipman Jackson, prize-master of the Salem

brig “ Tigris,” and held to bail on civil suits for trespass and false imprison-

ment by tour of the crew of the “ Tigris,” and also on similar suits brought by

Captain Frye, of the “ Tigris,” for 5,000 dollars, and Mr. Burnham, mate, for

2,000 dollars. The whole amount of bail demanded is 13,000 dollars.

Counsel for Mr. Jackson, Mr. Austin, Attorney-General, and Mr. Hillard ; for

the respondents to the writ of habeas corpus, Messrs. Ward, of Danvers, and

Perkins, of Salem.
Mr. Hillard opened the argument by stating, in the first place, that Mr.

Jackson, in acting under the orders of his superior officer, Lieutenant Matson,

whom he was bound to obey, was not responsible, even if a trespass had been
committed upon the officers and crew of the “ Tigris,” butthat the British

Government was responsible. Secondly, that the plaintiffs could have suf-
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fered no pecuniary loss by having been brought back to Salem, as there was
no authority to show that they were not fully entitled to their wages for the
whole voyage. Thirdly, if they should ultimately make it appear that they
could not recover wages, their loss could not possibly be a tenth part of the
damages alleged, 1000 dollars a-piece, and therefore the bail demanded was
excessive, and such as it was not to be supposed could be furnished by a
young officer of the rank of a midshipman, whose pay is only 32/. sterling per
annum, and who is an entire stranger in this country. And, fourthly, that
Mr. Jackson is nowa resident in this State, under the protection of the
United States Court, as a witness, under recognizance to appear at the next
Circuit Court, against Captain Frye and mate, on a criminal prosecution.
Further than this, a libel had been filed against the “ Tigris” as a lawful
prize, and a monition had issued, requiring the owners to appear at the
District Court, to show cause, if any, why process on the libel should not
issue;and that at the hearing on said monition, Mr. Jackson must necessarily
be a witness.

Mr. Ward, in reply, said that the plaintiffs had suffered great hardships;
the sailors had been seized by a boarding officer and armed force, and impri-
soned on board of the “‘ Waterwitch” ten days before they were placed under
the custody of Mr. Jackson, who had still further kept them prisoners on board
of their own vessel for eighty days, till their arrival at Salem, when they were
permitted to go at large They were therefore entitled to redress, beyond the
mere measure of wages, which may have occurred. He said, he would admit,
‘however, that some reduction of bail on their actions might be made. Not so,
however, on the part of the officers, who had, beside imprisonment, in the
nature of restraint, suffered indignity by being deposed of their lawful rank and
authority on board of their own vessel: they had also lost the benefit of com-
mercial adventures in which they had lawfully engaged on the coast. The
captain had advanced 3500 dollars to traders there for their produce, which
Lieutenant Matsonwould not allow him to wait and receive; nor even allow
him to go on shore to make arrangements for the security of the property
engaged, and cause it to be shipped to him in some other vessel. He had only
an opportunity to leave some written directions for the captain of the “ Sea-
mew, who was expected to touch at Ambrise, and might have an opportunity
to look after the property he had contracted for; but by the last news from
Africa it appeared that the “ Seamew” had been seized and taken into Sierra
Leone by a British cruiser. True, she had been discharged; but it was not
likely that she proceeded thence to Ambrise, but, in all probability, made sail
for the United States. It was, therefore, perfectly clear that Captain Frye was
exposed to a severe pecuniary loss, by the seizure of the “ Tigris” and the
arrest of himself. The mate, too, had an adventure to the amount of 300
dollars, on which he might reasonably calculate upon realising a great profit,
but which he was not allowed to take on board.
With regard to the responsibility of Mr, Jackson, Mr. Ward maintained that.

the seizure was illegal, and therefore a trespass by. Lieutenant Matson, and that
Mr, Jackson, who acted under his orders, was liable in the same manner as a de-
puty sheriff who makes a seizure upon the authority of a sheriff. If Lieutenant
Matson were here, the plaintiff would look to him, and not to Mr. Jackson for
damages; but as it was, they werejustified in holding him as the only one of the
co-trespassers within the reach of civil process. If the suits prevailed against
Mr. Jackson, Mr. Ward said, he had too high anopinion of the honour of the
other British officers interested with him, to suppose that they would allow him
to suffer the whole consequences of the seizure. He did not believe that the
British Government would allow him to be a sufferer, through the wrong acts
of hiscommander, whose orders he had obeyed. Mr. Ward reiterated that the:
plaintiffs were compelled by the necessity of the case to proceed against Mr.
Jackson; for it was impossible for them to go to England and prosecute Lieu-
tenant Matson.
Upon the question of protection as a witness, Mr. Ward said, he had great

doubts whether Mr. Jackson came within the rule. When he was arrested, he
was here voluntarily, waiting for the furtherance of his own interest in the con-
demnation of the “ Tigris,” at the suit of Lieutenant Matson, and that he
would be entitled to a share of the prize-money; and, beyond this, he had re-
ceived no writ of protection from any court as a witness, agreeably to the pro-
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vision of the Revised Statutes; or even if he were a witness, he was only held

on his own recognizance, and therefore it was entirely voluntary on his own part
if he remained here. He might have returned to England in the British

steamer on the 2nd of January if he saw fit; but lie concluded it would be for
his interest: to remain, and await the result of the judicial proceedings in —

reference to the whole matter.
Chief: Justice Shaw and Judge Dewey incidentally remarked, that the fact of

being’a witness could be proved otherwise than by a writ of protection. The

protection was only an instrument to be exhibited to an officer, by a party

against whom he might.hold process, and the exhibition of such protection

would be a sufficient protection to the officer against a suit for omitting to

arrest such party. Beyond this the writ had no force; and it was competent for
a witness to prove the same in bar of an arrest in various other ways. Ifa

person should obtain a writ of protection which he was not entitled to, it would
not avail him if it could be proved.

Mr. Austin, in opposition to Mr. Ward, said, that there could be no pre-

tence for vindictive damages in the case, even if a technical trespass had

been committed, and therefore the bail, if any, should only be nominal. If

the “ Tigris” had been unlawfully seized by a British cruiser, the Uniid

States’ Government was the proper authority to seek redress of the British
Government; and such American citizens as had been injured by the conduct

of Lieutenant Matson would have. just claims upon the United States for
indemnity. Utterly unlike the case of M‘Leod, in New York, the case of

- the “ Tigris” was entirely beyond the jurisdiction of the State Court. Mr.

Jackson had brought with him his written orders from his superior officer,
who again was to be presumed to be acting under the orders of his Govern-
ment. The “ Tigris” had been seized and sent to the United States, upon
the suspicion that she had been engaged in the Slave Trade,—an inhuman
traffic, which the United States had pledged its faith to endeavour to abolish,
and passed solemn laws against the citizens of the United States engaging im
it. Under that law (Stat. 1800) Mr. Jackson was sent to this country, as an
agent, to assist the United States’ Government to break up the nefarious—
trade; and he would have been a fool, and unworthy of his commission, and
the respect of all men, if he had returned to his vessel, on the coast of Africa,
or to England, and ran the risk of not arriving in the United States in time to
be a witness in the Circuit Court in May next.

Mr. Austin cited a few authorities—Phillips, Dallas, and the Term Reports,
—to show the extent of protection given to witnesses against arrest on civil
‘process; and concluded by stating that if Mr. Jackson had not entered into
recognizance before Judge Davis, on the criminal complaint against Captain
Frye and mate, the Judge would have the power to keep him in gaol till the
trial in May. He concluded by saying that the plaintiffs might proceed in
their suit, and recover judgment against Mr. Jackson; without holding him
to bai], without suffering any loss, for, if they recovered ever so large an amount
of damages against him personally, he had no property to ariswer to the judg-
ment.

Chief Justice Shaw said, if the case could be left in the same position as it
then stood (that is, if Mr. Deputy Sheriff Coburn were content to take Mr..
Grattan as responsible for the 13,000 dollars, for Mr. Jackson’s appearance),
his colleagues and himself would prefer to postpone the decision till this
moruing.

This suggestion was adopted, by consent of all parties ; Mr. Grattan wish-

ing to be understood as acting in his individual, and not in his official
capacity. .

 

Fifth Enclosure in No. 294.

Midshipman Jackson's Bailfixed.

In the lobby yesterday Chief Justice Shaw delivered a decision upon
the habeas corpus case, which we reported yesterday. His Honour did not go
into the international question raised by Mr. Jackson’s counsel, but confined
himself to the question of his protection, as a witness in the Circuit Court,
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from being held to bail in a civil suit: and he was of opinion that Mr. Jackson

had not brought himself within the principle of such protection, because the

Court, in which he was to appear as a witness, was not now in session, nor

could be for some months to come, and for other reasons. The Court, however,

were of opinion, that if a trespasser at all, he was only technically so, and could

not be the subject of exemplary damages, and therefore it had been decided to.

reduce the bail to one half of the original sum of 13,000 dollars. The bail

then fixed upon is as follows -—On Captain Frye’s action for 5000 dollars, the

bail is reduced to 4000 dollars; on the mate’s for 2000 dollars, to 700 dollars;

and on the actions of the six seamen for 1000 dollars each, to 300 dollars.

Making in all 6500. .

 

Sixth Enclosure in No. 294,

Case of the “ Tigris.”

In the case of Mr. Jackson, we stated yesterday the opinion of a ma-

jority of the Court. We understand that in the consultation of the Court

upon the subject, Mr. Justice Putnam differed from his brethren ; but did not

consider it necessary to make public his objections to the opinion which was

delivered by the Chief Justice. As, however, he was mentioned in our report

as being present when the decision was given, it is proper to state, that he was

clearly of opinion that Mr. Jackson, having come here in the performance of

duty, and having recognised for bis appearance at the next term of the Circuit

Court as a witness, was protected from arrest in this case, and ought to have

been discharged. He was of opinion that the subject should be viewed in a

liberal manner, and somewhat in a national point of view. Mr. Jackson had

ostensibly come here upon business of the greatest importance, and to assist in

the execution of our own laws. He was detained here on that business and no

other. He was, in one sense, in attendance upon one of our Courts, and to

suffer him to be harassed with suits of this nature was in effect to discourage the

“nation under whose authority he was acting, from taking the pains to send to

the adjudication of our own Courts vessels which might be detected in the Slave

Trade. There was, in his opinion, a question of national interest here involved,

of far more consequence than any private injuries which could be redressed by

these proceedings. The object of the United States Court would be to ascer-

tain the truth and justice of the case. The public good required that a witness

who should be recognized should not be prevented from attending under such

circumstances as were disclosed on the part of Mr. Jackson.

 

No. 295.

Mr. Consul Gratian to Viscount Palmerston.

. Her Majesty's Consulate, Boston, February 18, 1841..

My Lorp, (Received March 17.)

L wave the honour to enclose a report of the decision pronounced by

Judge Davis in the District Court, on the 2nd instant, on the questions arising

out of the filing of the libel against the American brig “ Tigris,” the previous

circumstances of the case having been fully detailed in the Despatch which I

addressed to your Lordship, marked “ Slave Trade,” of January 31st.

Your Lordship will perceive that the Judge not only required an immediate

stipulation for 1000 dollars, but reserved to himself the right of hereafter insist-

ing ona further stipulation on the part of the libellant, in case new cause should

appear for damages being demanded to a larger amount.

This was in fact admitting the right of the owners of the vessel to require

security for whatever damages they can prove themselves to have sustained.

Now, there is no question but that they have sustained loss to a very much

larger amount than 1000 dollars, let the present proceedings turn out as they

may. And if it be ultimately decided that the seizure was a trespass, and that

the measure will not be sustained by the United States Government, heavy
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damages might be awarded to the owners. It was therefore impossible for Mr.

Jackson to find sureties to meet such a contingency; the Federal Government

did not come forward, or order. their representative here, the United States Dis-

trict Attorney, to interfere, although I am informed byMr. Fox that he adopted

my suggestion, and intended to apply to the authorities at Washington, with

that object. The libel was consequently discharged with costs on the 12th

instant, the latest day that could be obtained from the Court for keeping the

case open. .
I am induced to offer to your Lordship a few of the observations which I

have already addressed to Mr. Fox, in case this subject may become matter for

diplomatic correspondence. . oe
The judicial decisions here have evidently proved a coincidence on the part of

the judges in the views which I have reason to believe are entertained by the

United States’ Government, relative to the late. efforts of Her Majesty’s naval

officers to strike a blow at the encouragement notoriously given to the Slave

Trade by American merchant ships on the coast of Africa. . oe

The captain and mate of the “ Tigris” were held to bail by Judge Davis in

the District Court, for their appearance on a criminal charge, in the amount of

3000 dollars the first, and 1500 the second. Mr. Jackson was held to bail by

the Supreme Court on a charge of trespass, which the Chief Justice (Shaw)

said could be but a technical one, at the suit of the same captain for 4000 dollars,

at that of the mate for 700 dollars, and at the suit of the six seamen for 300

dollars each, amounting in all to 6500 dollars. o

_ he intention of the Chief Justice Shaw, and of Judge Dewey (Judge

Putnam dissenting), was undoubtedly that Mr. Jackson should have gone to

gaol. They could not have supposed he would have been able to find bail to
that amount, in two sureties, on the spot. Had it not been for my previous

exertions in explaining the case to some gentlemen of my acquaintance, he
would not have been bailed. I need not dwell on Mr. Mills’s (the District
Attorney) refusal to claim the protection of the Court for his witness Mr.
Jackson, nor the Court’s refusal of it, in spite of Mr. Austin’s (the Attorney-
General) unanswerable reasoning.
Judge Davis, in the District Court, in nominally admitting the libel to be

filed, coupled it with a condition meant beyond doubt. to nullify his consent.

He knew it to be impossible for Mr. Jackson to find sureties, not merely for

1000 dollars for costs and towards damages, but for an indefinite amount of
contingent damages which there was no attempt to calculate.
A stipulation for damages at all was not necessary for the ends of justice.

The damage, if any, to the owners of the ship was done already. The filing of
the libel and the demand of their personal security for the value of the cargo
(all that was required) to await the question of guilt or innocence, would not
have added one farthing to the damage done. They might, had the libel been
filed, have scld their cargo, as they may do now that it is dismissed ; and every
means of redress which they have now they would have had if the libel had
been filed. They now stand in this position: if the captain and mate are found
guilty, the ship and cargo will be proved to have deserved forfeiture, yet they
will have escaped by an arbitrary exaction of the Admiralty Judge. — If the
men are acquitted (which I think very probable by a jury), there will be no
opportunity of trying before the Supreme Court the important question in--
volved in the seizure and prosecution of the ship and cargo.. .

Again, Mr. Matson and the officers and crew of the “‘ Waterwitch” are,
in the person of Mr. Jackson, liable to the heavy damages claimed by the
master and crew of. the “ Tigris ;’’ but no chance is given them to establish
their own claim against the “ Tigris,” the decision of which, should it have
been in their favour, would have defeated the adverse claim set up against
them for trespass. .
The dismissal of the libel involves the payment of the respondents’ costs by

Mr. Jackson, the representative of Mr. Matson. He is also exposed to the
attack of the owners for any amount of damages they may claim.. Perhaps
they will prefer making their demand for indemnity to the United States’
Government, forcing the latter to apply to Her Majesty’s Government for
reimbursement. /

. The only foundation for complaint against Mr. Matson, on the part of the
owners of the “ Tigris,” or of the United States’ Government, is, that he

Crass D.
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avowedly obstructed the trade of an American merchant, and that this country
has refused to British ships the right of search. It may be remarked that it
has been by the protection of the British cruisers alone that these very owners
have amassed a.large fortune in that trade, no ships of war of the United
States heig on the coast of Africa to prevent the outrages of pirates who, but
for Her Majesty’s vessels, would surely have infested those seas. And it
appears to me that a distinct difference exists between the right of search on
vague suspicion, and the right of seizure on positive information. ‘The latter
was the case with respect to the “ Tigris.” But the ship was not seized as a
prize to the captors, and sent to a British Possession. She wasseized, not
searched, by virtue of the authority which the laws of the United States give
to every one to seize a felon on land or a pirate at sea; sent home by.an un-
armed crew to her own port, and instantly on her arrival delivered up to justice
by the British officer who had her in charge.

I do not think a shadow of complaint can be laid against Mr. Matson or Mr.
Jackson, if the Act of Congress of May 15, 1820, was ever meant to be carried
into execution. The Slave Trade is not piratical by the common law of nations ;
but it has been made so by the United States and by England respectively, and
if they cannot reciprocally act for its repression, with all due delicacy to national
feelings, their enactments are so far a dead letter.
The authorities which I have found particularly applicable to the present case

are, Kent’s Commentaries, vol. I., pp. 25, 185, 187, 191, to.p. 200; and the
Acts of Congress relating to Piracy and the Slave Trade, of 1800 and 1818, of
March 3, 1819, and especially that of May 15, 1820.
There is every reason to apprehend that the actions brought against Mr.

Jackson will be decided against him. And I have not thought it advisable to
urge his prosecution of the sailor by whom he was so treacherously and des-
perately wounded on the voyage. |

_ Mr. Choate, a leading member of the Boston bar, employed by the owners
of the vessel, stated in one of the arguments before Judge Davis, that the
crew of the “ Tigris” would have been justified in putting the officer and men
of the “ Waterwitch” to death on the homeward voyage. I know not whether
this was stated in anticipation of proceedings being taken against the sailor
for the assault on Mr. Jackson, but it might be a very palatable doctrine to
an American jury trying the case.

 

Enclosure in No. 295.

Eixtractfrom the “ Daily Advertiser and Patriot.”

District Court of the United States, Wednesday, February 3.

Important Decision.—Case or THE “ TIGRIS.”

_In the United States’ District Court yesterday Judge Davis delivered.
his opinion in the case of the “ Tigris” at length. It was the case of a libel
filed on the 15th day of January last, by H. J. Matson, of the Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, Lieutenant in the Navy of Her Britannic Majesty,
and Commander of Her Britannic Majesty’s brig “ Waterwitch,” prosecuting
as well for the United States as for himself against the brig “ Tigris,” of
Salem, in this district, and the goods and effects on board said vessel, for a
forfeiture of the said vessel and her lading, for certain alleged violations, on
the coast of Africa, on the 7th day of October last, of several statutes of the
United States for the suppression of the Slave Trade; the “ Tigris” being
then under the command of Nathaniel Frye, of Salem.
On notice to show cause why Admiralty process should not issue as prayed

for by the libellant, Robert Brookhouse and William Hunt, of Salem, asserted
owners of said brig and cargo, offered the following objections against the
issuing of a warrant of arrest on the aforesaid libel.

J. Because the libellant had seized and brought said vessel and cargo into
this district by force and unlawful violence, and the same being so seized
and brought in by him was not now liable to this process in behalf of said
Matson.
; 2. Because no offence had been committed on board of said vessel, such as
is charged in said libel, and that of this they were ready to make proof.
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3. That said libellant was an alien, and is now ina foreign country, and

had not appeared in this Court by himself, and no one exhibiting or offering

any power or authority to act on his behalf has appeared for him, to sue and

prosecute the above libel.
4, That an alien cannot sustain a libel qui tam, in the manner of this case.

These points were argued with great ability at a former day by. Attorney-

General Austin and George S. Hillard for the British seizors, and by Choate

and Perkins, of Salem, for the owners.
Judge Davis then expressed a wish that the question whether the seizors

should enter stipulations to respond in damages in case they did not suc-

ceed, should be argued, which was accordingly done by the same counsel. on

Friday last. .
The learned judge wished for time for consideration, and yesterday delivered

his opinion.
Tnregard to the second objection, he said it did not present a pertinent sub-

ject of inquiry in this stage of the suit, but must be taken, at present, merely

in way of protest.
In reference to the third objection, considering the tenor of Lieutenant Mat-

son’s letter of October 19, written off Angola, and sent with the “ Tigris,”

there appeared reason to infer, that his proceedings in detaining and sending

this vessel to the United States, and to the port to which she belonged, was

merely for the purpose of having her delivered with her cargo to the proper

-authorities here, with the persons on board supposed to have offended against

the laws of the United States respecting the Slave Trade; and not with intent
to prosecute in the manner of this libel, if no suit of that description should be
instituted by or in behalf of the United States. It seemed reasonable, therefore,
to require evidence of some authority from that officer for the commencement and
prosecution in this case. In that respect the affidavits ofMr. Jackson, the officer
who came in charge of the “ Tigris,’ in regard to Lieutenant Matson’s instruc-
tions, were so far satisfactory. ‘That the process prayed for would not be denied
on that ground, nor would it be denied on the mere fact that the libellant is an
alien.

It remained, then,.to consider the first objection, which presented a question

of no ordinary interest, that had been fully and ably urged and argued by the
learned counsel for the respective parties. _

This-vessel, admitted to be a vessel of the United States, examined and sent

to Salem, by Lieutenant Matson, for an alleged breach of the laws of the United
States in reference to the Slave Trade, arrived at Salem on the 30th of Decem-

ber last, in charge of a midshipman of the “ Waterwitch,” Mr. Jackson, with nine
men; the original officers and crew ofthe “ Tigris” remaining on board. On
the Ist of January six of the men from the “ Waterwitch” left the country for
England, in the steamer “Caledonia ;” one absconded. On the day of the
arrival of the “ Tigris” she was delivered up, as is alleged, to the district
attorney. Proceedings were had on the complaint of that officer against
Captain Frye, his mate, and crew, and thoseofficers. and two of the crew were
held to recognize for their appearance at the next Circuit Court for the offence
alleged to have been committed. by them; and the African boy, found on board
the “ Tigris” on the coast of Africa, and sent in that vessel to Salem, was
committed to the care of the Marshal of this district. ‘The owners have, from
that time, had possession of the property, but held, as is averred, in their
behalf, under embarrassing circumstances, especially in reference to the cargo,
from constant expectations of a threatened suit for forfeiture.

In the disposal of the case in its present stage, he was to consider, first,
whether Admiralty process shall be ordered; and, secondly, if so, on what
terms? It was contended, that the seizure of the “ Tigris” by the libellants
was unlawful, a violation of immunity from any such examination and deten-
tion by the “ Waterwitch,” or any other cruiser of another nation, and in the
exercise of a right of visitation and search, which is strictly a belligerent right,
and not allowable in time of peace. This alleged unlawful act on the part
of Lieutenant Matson, it had been alleged, precluded all proceedings on his
pat and in his behalf against the property thus seized and sent to the United
tates,
In support of these positions, several authorities had been produced from
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judicial decisions at common law and in Admiralty in the Courts of Great
Britain, as well as in the United States.

The law respecting the right of search was clear and decided; that it was

strictly a belligerent right, arising in that crisis from necessity and for self-pre-

servation, and not allowable in time of peace, unless against pirates or other

offenders against the laws of nations. Commercial nations, and none more than

the United States, had been uniformly tenacious of this doctrine, and repeated,

but unsuccessful, essays had been made between this country and Great Britain
to arrange a mutual modified right of search for the suppression of the Slave

Trade—a cruel and detestable traffic, the guilt and enormity of which awakened:

humanity has aroused its energies to put down. By our law, a certain descrip-

tion of this trade was declared piracy in 1820. So, also, was it declared by

Great Britain in 1824. This declared character of the Trade, however, did
not render it piracy by the law of nations. It was a statute ptovision, only

affecting the citizens of the respective nations.
From the regretted failure of conventional agreement with Great Britain

relative to a regulated search, there was reason to apprehend that vessels of
the United States have not unfrequently become participators in that human
traffic. This, indeed, was distinctly announced, and with just expressions of

reprobation, in the Message of the President of the United States at the open-
ing of the present session of Congress. ‘The evidences of guilt in this particular

have been so apparent in some instances, that vessels of the United States,
bearing the American flag, have been visited, examined, and detained by British

cruisers on the African coast, and sent to the United States for trial and adju-

dication. None, however, of this description have been sent to this district

but in the present instance.
The case of the “ Catherine,” recently decided in New York by Mr. Justice

Thompson, was of that description. That vessel was the property ofa citizen
of the United States, and by the righteous judgment of the Court was decreed

forfeit, though captured and sent in bya British cruiser. Vessels of the United
States in that predicament were, therefore, considered as liable to process and

condemnation at the suit of the United States. So, also, it was as to proceed-
ings, at their suit, in personam, against the offending individuals in command of

such vessels, or employed.in them, in that prohibited trade.
In the present instance the United States proceeded by complaint against

the alleged offenders brought to Salem in this vessel, taking humane and suit-
able care of the African boy found on board; but the officers of the Govern-

ment, doubtless after due and sufficient examination and deliberate considera-

tion, have instituted no proceedings against the vessel and cargo, and it re-
mained to be determined whether the commander of the “ Waterwitch” can
sustain this] ibel against the “ Tigris” and cargo, or whether he is incapacitated
by a wrongful exercise ofthe right of search.
The learned judge said, that the case involved questions of peculiar difficulty

when considered in all its bearings, and was of such importance, that he was
not prepared to direct an immediate dismissal of the libel, especially as it
might be questionable whether such a disposal of the case might not preclude
a remedy by appeal, if such a course be erroneous. He should, therefore,
order the usual Admiralty process ; but in view of all the circumstances of the
case, the order would be on condition that stipulation be previously given to
the libellant, or in his behalf, with competent surety or sureties, to abide the
final decree and such interlocutory orders as might be made in the premises.

This disposition of the case appeared to him conformable to the character of
the transaction, and the position of the libellant. It might be denominated a
tentative suit. Security for costs and damages appears to be a reasonable
requisite preliminary to further proceedings; and public considerations, which a
Court ofAdmiralty should dutifully regard, have also an influence in deciding in
this direction. ‘Lieutenant Matson’s proceedings have been carried on with all
the alleviations and mitigations which were compatible with a coercive custody
of the property. But the practice is a hazardous one, liable to hardship and
abuse; and commanders should be impressed with a sense of their liabilities,
in adopting a course with the navigators of other nations, in which they act on
their own responsibility, and avowedly, as in this instance, “ without orders or
instructions to interfere with vessels belonging to citizens of the United States,
whatever their employment may be.”
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As to the amount in which stipulation should be required, the learned judge

said, that, not considering it a case for award of vindictive damages, if the libel-

Jant should fail in his suit, the sum of 1000 dollars would, in his opinion, be

sufficient; but the terms of the stipulation would admit of enlargement of the

sum, if in the progress of the trial it should appear to be requisite.

An early day would be assigned for the hearing, with a reserve of further

discussion and consideration of all the objections which had been offered and

urged against the issue of Admiralty process.

He added, that, in the discussion on the present position of this case, the

whole subject to which it related was of such interest, that many impressive

considerations inevitably came into view, in regard to which it might not be

proper to enlarge in this stage of the suit. The present position of the

lawful commerce of our fellow-citizens with Africa was attended with peculiar

difficulties. ‘The culpable incidents occasionally accompanying the trade on

that coast, were fully expressed in thelast paragraphs of the President’s Mes-

sage already mentioned. The course commenced by British cruisers with -

supposed offenders against the laws of their respective countries, without

orders or instructions from their Government, was of an irritating and question-

able character. Some legislative expression on the subject appeared to be of

pressing necessity, if an engagement by Treaty be considered as hopeless.

Such a discouraging view, in reference to negotiations, it would be painful to

be compelled to indulge. ‘The language of Mr. Clay, in his official letter as

Secretary of State, to Mr. Addington, April 6, 1825, was doubtless from the

heart, sincere as it was impressive :—“ It is the anxious hope of the President,

that the Government of His Britannic Majesty should see, in all that has

occurred, nothing towards it unfriendly on the part of that of the United States,

and nothing that ought to slacken their separate or. united exertions in the

employment of all other practical modes to effectuate the great object, so dear

to both, of an entire extirpation of a traffic which is condemned by reason, reli-

gion, and humanity.” Where there is a will, it is said, there is a way. In

regard to the object in view, the suppression of the Slave Trade, there is ma-

nifestly a will, a cordial good will, in both nations. In concurrence with their

advancement in commerce and the arts, might we not hope for a consummation

of an acceptable and salutary arrangement on this subject, by which they may

richly enjoy “the peaceful fruits of righteousness,” and be the happy instruments

of diffusing the precious boon among all the nations of the earth?

 

No. 296.

Mr. Consul Grattan to ViscountPalmerston. .

Her Majesty’s Consulate, Boston, February 25, 1841.

My Lorp, _ (Received March 17.)

I nave the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copies of a

letter addressed by Mr. Hillard, counsel for Mr. Jackson, to Mr. Mills, the

district attorney, and of Mr. Mills’s answer thereto. By the latter, yourLord- —

ship will perceive that Mr. Mills declines proceeding further in the case of the

“ Tigris,” and also that he admits Mr. Jackson to have been “ entitled to the |

per diem allowance,” as a witness for the criminal prosecutionagainstthe mas-

ter andmate of the ‘‘ Tigris,” at the time when he (Mr. Mills) declined claim-

ing for him the protection of the Supreme Court. I have nothing further to

communicate to your Lordship on this subject, beyond what was detailed in

my Despatches marked Slave Trade, of January 31 and February 18, except

my having received a letter from Mr. Fox, with copies of his letter of the 5th

instant to Mr. Forsyth, the Secretary of State, hoping that the United States’

Government might find it advisable to desire Mr. Mills-to co-operate in the

proceedings against the “ Tigris,” and Mr. Forsyth’s reply to Mr. Fox, dated

_ the 10th instant, wherein he states that no information on the subject had, at

that time, been received at the State Department. .
I have, &e.

| (Signed) T. C. GRATTAN.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. Se. ec.
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First Enclosure in No. 296.

Myr. Hillard to the Hon. J. Mills.

Dear Sir, Court Street, February 12, 1841.

We have been arrested in our proceedings on behalf of Lieutenant
Matson, against the brig “ Tigris,” by the necessity of stipulating for costs and.
damages. In the case of the “ Catherine,” which was sent into New York, the
United States filed a libel for forfeiture, and the vessel has been condemned,
and a petition is now before the Circuit Court from the captors, praying the
Court to award to them one-half of the proceeds adjudged to the United States,
and it is understood that the District Attorney is entirely willing that the peti-
tion should prevail, and will not oppose it. My purpose in now addressing
you is to ascertain whether a similar arrangement cannot be made in regard to
the “‘ Tigris,” so that a libel may be filed. on behalf of the United States, which
will relieve the case from all difficulty and embarrassment on the ground of
security for costs and damages, with an understanding that in case the vessel
and cargo should be condemned, the British captors may be allowed to come
in and petition for one-half of the value.

With much respect, &c.

The Hon. J. Mills, (Signed) GEO. 8. HILLARD.
&e. &e. §e.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 296.

The Hon. J. Mills to Mr. Hillard.

United States’ District Attorney’s Office, Boston,
Sir, February 23, 1841.

In answer to your inquiry respecting the brig “ Tigris,” I have to state,
that I do not think it expedient to file a libel in behalf of the United, States
against the brig and cargo, and that I shall not do it unless I am so instructed
by the Department at Washington.
Under the peculiar circumstances of the case, J think that Mr. Jackson will

be entitled to the usual per diem allowance of a witness in the case of the
United States versus Frye e¢ alios, from the time he was recognized till he is
discharged as a witness in May next.

I am, &c.

(Signed) JOHN MILLS,
G. 8. Hillard, Esq., United States’ Attorney.

Se. &e. Se.

 

No. 297.

Mr. Consul Gratian to Viscount Palmerston.

Her Majesty's Consulate, Boston, March 16, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received April 1.)

I wave the honour to inform your Lordship that Mr. Fox communicated
to me a few days since at Washington, the copy of a Despatch addressed by
Lord Leveson to me, by your Lordship’s orders, on the subject of the “ Tigris,”
instructing me to give up all proceedings against that vessel. The original
Despatch has not reached me, nor is it to be found at New York, either at the
British Consulate, or at the office of the post-office agent.
My Despatches to your Lordship, subsequent to that of December 31, 1840,

will have informed you that I was no party in the proceedings instituted against
the “ Tigris,” my only interference in the case being for the protection of Mid-
shipman Jackson, and for enabling him to do what appeared advisable in justice
to the officers and crew of the “‘ Waterwitch.”

Mr. Jackson remains here, awaiting the result of the various actions to which
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he has been madeaparty, being without instructions of any kind from the Ad-
miralty or the ship’s agent.

 

I have, &c.

(Signed) T. C. GRATTAN.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G. C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.

No. 298.

Viscount Palmerston to British Consuls.

Foreign Office, April 15, 1841.

Circular, sending Treaty with the Argentine Confederation.

(See No. 1.)
 

No. 299.

Mr. Consul Buchanan to Viscount Palmerston.

HerMajesty's Consulate, New York, March 24, 1841.

(Extract.) (Received April 17.)

Tur schooner “ Buéterfly” has been finally condemned. A Spaniard,
Mr. Montero, has filed his libel, and claimed. one-third the cargo, and the claim

has been argued three days; the result I shall communicate as soon as the Court
deliver their opinion. The schooner “ Catherine,” which was condemned, was
this day sold by the Marshal of the United States, and was bought by Peter

Harmony and Co,, a Spanish house here, the known agents for the slave-dealers.
From the clamour raised as to the right of search, (in consequence of the vessel
sent into Boston by one of Her Majesty’s cruisers,) I have endeavoured to con-
duct the condemnation of these vessels so as to exhibit the course pursued as
proceeding from courtesy to the United States, leaving the vindication of their
flag to their own courts, so that my proceedings have escaped the abuse of the
press; while I trust I have faithfully done my duty, my most anxious desire is
that my. course may meet your Lordship’s approbation.

T have, &c.

 

(Signed). JAMES BUCHANAN.

The Right Hon. Viscount. Palmerston, G.CB.,

~ §e. _ §e. &e.

No. 300.

Mr. Consul Grattan to Viscount Palmerston.

. Her Majesty's Consulate, Boston,March a7, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received April 17.)

Tue Despatch from Lord Leveson, dated February 8, alluded to in mine
addressed to your Lordship of the 17th instant, has since then reached me.
Having been addressed merely to Boston, it was sent to that town in England ;
and the word America being there put on the cover, it arrived here by the steam-
packet “ Caledonia” on the 20th instant. :

I have now to inform your Lordship that the actions brought against Midship-
man Jackson, by the six seamen of the “ Tigris,” were called at the Courtof
Common Pleas at Salem on the 16thinstant. Petitions were then put in on the
part of Mr. Jackson, for the removal of the actions to the Circuit Court of the
United States, to be tried at the next term, which commences May 15, in con-
formity with the Act of Congress of 1789, cap. 20, which secures to aliens, when
sued by citizens of the United States, the right to have the process against them
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removed, where the matter in dispute exceeds the sum of 500 dollars. The
damages on the present writs were laid at 1000 dollars each.

It was moved by the counsel for theplaintiffs. (with the view of defeating this
application) to amend the ad damnum, by reducing the damages claimed in each
case to 400 dollars. After the question had been argued at some length, Judge
Warren took three days to consider it; and on the |9th instant he pronounced
his decision in favour of Mr. Jackson’s petition, ordering the removal of the
actions to the Circuit Court, on the defendant’s entering into the bonds required
by the statute. oe, .
A great point towards giving the. chance of a fair trial is thus gained. Had -

the actions been tried by a Salem jury there would have been little doubt that the
result would have been unfavourable to Mr. Jackson.. The Judge before whom
the actions will now be tried, Mr. Justice Story, is a most upright and liberal
man, of independent mind and high authority in this country. His recent deci-
sion on behalf of the Supreme Court of the United States, in the case of the
« Amistad” negroes, is a guarantee of his wish to discourage the African Slave
Trade and its abettors, whatever form it may take. So strong is the general im-
ression to this effect, that I shall not be surprised if the actions against Mr.
ackson are altogether abandoned. He must, however, be prepared to meet

them should they be persevered in; and I hope to receive from your Lordship,
before the day of trial, instructions as to the means of obviating further incon-
veniencetoMr. Jackson should damages be awarded to the plaintiffs.
He has not received, since his arrival here, any communication whatever from

the Admiralty, the commander of the “Waterwitch,” the ship’s agent, or his own
private agent. I have in consequence become responsible for his hotel expenses,
as well as for those ofthe law proceedings against him, and I am not yet informed
if the bills he drew in my favour are paid ; but even if they have been paid they
would be insufficient to cover the amount of my advances and liabilities.

I cannot avoid expressing to your Lordship my great regret that the District
Attorney of this State should have declined to follow up his prosecution of the
master and mate of the “ Tigris”’ by proceedings against the ship and cargo.
From many recent indications, as well as from the obvious nature of the case,
I have no doubt that on a trial before Judge Story, in the United States’ Dis-
trict Court, the probabilities were that both ship and cargo would have been
condemned, and that public opinion in this country might have been so prepared
for such a result as to have not only borne it, but approved of it. Iam igno-
rant of the general feeling of Her Majesty’s Government on the important ques-
tion of which this case of the “ Tigris” forms a branch. My predecessor in this
consulate left me no printed papers nor copies of correspondence on the subject, -
nor have I received any since my arrival here. Apprehending, however, from
the tenor of Lord Leveson’s Despatch, that Her Majesty’s naval officers on the
coast of Africa may be prohibited from taking measures similar to those pursued
by Lieutenant Matson in regard to the ‘‘ Tigris,” I trust I may, without pre-
sumption, be allowed to suggest to your Lordship, that if Her Majesty's Govern-
ment ever countenanced or approved of such measures, the existing state of feel-
ing in this country would be rather favourable than contrary to their continuance
now.

It is true that the late Administration at Washington strongly reprobated
~ Lieutenant Matson’s conduct and approved of that of the District Attorney
here. The majority of the Judges also showed a disposition to thwart and
embarrass Mr. Jackson. The public press, urged by the owners and lawyers
of the “ Tigris,” was loud in attacks on the British Government and its naval
officers. But on the other hand it is to be observed, that Mr. Forsyth’s tone
on this subject (diametrically opposite to the principles of the President’s late
speech to Congress) was assuredly adopted for the purpose of leaving another
subject of embarrassment to the present Administration, in their discussion of
grievances with Her Majesty’s Government; several of the Judges, the whole
of the Supreme Court, with one exception, and Judge Story, Judge Putnam,
and Judge Warren in this district, have strongly marked their feeling of sym-

- pathy with the opponents of the Slave Trade in every shape; and there has
certainly been a reaction in the public mind, arising from the scandalous pro-
ceedings against Mr. Jackson, and the spirit in which they are carried on.
The sacrifices of England in maintaining her cruisers off the coast of Africa

are beginning to be understood, and the unworthy motives ascribed to her
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policy to be disbelieved. The fact of the United States’ ships ofwar being so

lately forced to abandon their stations on. account of sickness, while the British

cruisers maintain their post in spite of all sufferings, thus protecting the lawful

trade of both countries, has excited much attention. The result of the

« Amistad” question has had great effect. In short, my Lord, everything at
the present moment tends to prepare the mass of the. American people (and

the Administration could not, in all probability, long hang back) to hail with
approval measures on the part of Her Majesty’s Government to induce that of

the United States to co-operate in carrying out their own enactments against
the Slave Trade. One vessel, in circumstances analogous to those of the
“ Tigris,” seized, prosecuted, and condemned, would have more effect on the

question in this country than all the reasoning that might be brought to bear
on it for years; while the insertion fromtime to time in the newspapers of
such articles as the two I beg leave to enclose, would, I am sure, be of consi-

derable utility. .
Ihave, &c.

. - (Signed) T. C. GRATTAN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

Se. &e. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 300.

Extractfrom the “ Daily Advertiser and Patriot” of February 20, 1841.

Ricut or SEeaRcH.

“‘ SHE has recently seized our vessels and exercised a power involving
the right of search, under the pretext of suppressing the foreign Slave Trade,
which, if persevered in, will sweep our commerce from the coast of Africa, and
which is incompatible with our rights as a maritime power.”
The above extract from Mr. Pickens’s bill of charges against Great Britain .

is the echo of many paragraphs which have of late appeared, seemingly to
excite hostility in the minds of people against that Government, and incident-
ally to draw attention from the circumstances attending the seizures alluded
to. Some of these cases have been tried in our Courts,.and condemnation fol-
lowed; another is now under judicial action, and it is fair to presume that the
course adopted by the officer who commanded the vessel and sent her to the
port of registry for trial was not wholly indefensible. _ :

“ The right of search,” what is it? Some imagine that because a vessel
displays our national flag, she is, merely by that act, to be exempted from any
visit or question from any ship of war in any sea, and however employed.
Such, we believe, is not the truth.. The utility to commerce of having national

_ vessels cruising either in remote seas, or in those in our vicinity, for the pro-
tection of the unarmed merchantnen against lawless violence or wreck, is uni-
versally recognised, and we are often called to bear witness to international
courtesies arising from the exercise of such power; but no sooner does a case
happen where inconvenience has been caused to a merchant vessel in being
“brought to and overhauled ” by a ship of war, than the circumstance is mag-.
nified into an atrocious infringement upon our rights and the laws of nations.
The right of visiting vessels shonld be conceded to all national ships, else how
is it to be known whether they have any authority to sail under the flag which
they hoist? A pirate or a slaver may hoist any colours whatever, and nothing
but a careful examination of the “register” and roll of equipage can afford
proof of the nationality of the vessel or crew. The more therefore a vessel
attempts by carrying sail or change of course to avoid a cruiser, the more she
becomes an object of suspicion. It not unfrequently occurs that men-of-war
are despatched purposely to seek for piratical vessels which have been reported
in some particular quarter. We would ask whether, in such a case, they should
not carry with them the right to compel all vessels they meet to heave to, in
order to procure information as to the whereabout of the object of their present
search, as well as to satisfy themselves that “the chase” is in the hands of
lawful possessors.

In respect to the trade with Africa which Mr. Pickens seems to think an
Cxass D, .
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object ofhostility by the British naval officers, it has certainly become an object

of suspicion, to say the least, by our own Government, and particular attention

has been drawn to it by President Van Buren in his last annual message. Ne-

vertheless, by the unpardonable neglect of his administration, that important

station was left during many months of the past year without any United States’

vessel of war, and it was pending that interval that the seizures complained of

wereenforced. Had the schooner ‘‘ Grampus” not been withdrawn until some

other vessel had been despatched to relieve her, the English commanders would

gladly have turned these cases into the hands of our own officers, who would

have borne the responsibility, and thus one source of bitter waters would have

been stopped.
PP

PAX.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 300.

« THE SLAVE TRADE UNDER THE AMERICAN FLAG.”

Tue following article we found in a London paper, avowedly taken

from the “ Allgemeine Zeitung,” though it was doubtless written by an Eng-

lishman :—

The difficulties experienced by England in her struggle for the abolition of

the Slave Trade are such, that it requires all the energy of the nation not to

sink under the discouragement which it is exposed to. Lord Palmerston is at

present engaged in a correspondence with the United States, and that corre-

spondence has, on both sides, been conducted with some asperity. According

to the laws of the United States, the conveyance of slaves under the American

flag is an act of piracy, but the Yankees have indirectly found means to pro-

mote the Slave Trade very considerably, and to appropriate to themselves a large

share in the enormous profits that accrue from it, the greater portion of the

Slave Trade of Cuba being at present carried on by Americans. os

The outfitting clause has now been recognised by the Treaties between Spain

and England, by which clause a ship, even though it had no slaves on board,

may be condemned for a slaver if fitted up for the conveyance of slaves, and

~ such destination may be known with certainty from the appearance of the

between decks, from the extent of the cooking apparatus, and from the num~-

ber of .water-casks on board. Since the adoption of that clause, the large

slave-dealers at Havana seek to engage vessels that may not be exposed to the:

danger of capture before they arrive on the African coast. Now America,

under the pretext that she is able to prevent the Slave Trade under her own

flag, has always refused to England the mutual right of search, that is the

right of the ships of war of the one nation to search the merchant vessels of

the other. Ships, accordingly, sailing under the American flag, and provided

with American papers, are in no danger from a British cruiser, so long as they

have no slaves on board, for if they have they are delivered up by the English

to the American tribunals. For these reasons, the slave-dealers of the.

Havana have, for three years past, been in the habit of causing quick-sailing

slave-ships to be built at Baltimore, whence they proceed to Havana under

‘American colours, with an American captain, and with American papers. At

Havana the papers are examined by the American Consul, a Spanish crew is.

put on board, and the ship is provided with private Spanish papers; but the

American captain continues in command, and with this double set of papers

’ the vessel starts for the African coast. If on the way a British cruiser be met

with, the American papers are shown, and the vessel must not be detained ;

but once arrived on the slave coast, the American captain takes possession of

the American papers, which are cut up, and sent back to Baltimore by diffe-

rent conveyances, that no trace of American participation may remain. A

Spanish captain then assumes the command, the human cargo is taken on

board, and the ship starts on her return to Cuba. The whole risk incurred is.

that the vessel may be captured by a British cruiser while at anchor, but that

danger is comparatively trifling. The English Commission at Sierra Leone

has found in slave-ships the correspondence between the Havana merchants

and their factors at Gallinas, and at other places on the African coast ; the

merchants write that the only reason they do not send more ships is, the
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scarcity of American vessels; but that the supply increases daily, and that,

therefore, the factors may rely on the early arrival of more ships. ;

_ These crimes lie chiefly at the door of the American Consuls; particularly

at that of the Consul of Havana, where the notorious Trist first established

the system of fraudulent American papers. This man has, indeed, been re-

called, in consequence of the remonstrances of the British Embassy; but. his

successor, Smith, apparently lends himself quite as readily to the fraud. The

English Commissioners of the mixed tribunals for the condemnation of slave-

ships at Sierra Leone, Havana, Bermuda, and Rio, are unanimous in their-

accounts of the magnitude of the evil, and require that England should de-

clare the Slave Trade piracy, while the British cruisers on the Slave Coast are

constantly exposed to the temptation of searching and detaining vessels under

the American flag, and provided with American papers. The British officers,-

in fact, are placed in a most trying position. If they search a bond fide vessel,

the consequence is a formal complaint from Washington; and if they consent

to be blinded by appearances, they may just as well give up altogether: their

cruising against slave-ships. A few months ago, four vessels (the “ Cassard,”

“ Clara,” “ Eagle,’ and “ Wyoming”) sailing under the American flag were

brought by British cruisers to Sierra Leone, on account of their being fitted up

for the Slave Trade, and evidently belonging to Spanish houses. The Court at

Sierra Leone gave a decision first on the case of the “ Cassard,” which was

liberated on the ground of her American papers. The three other vessels

were thereupon sent by the captors to New York, and delivered over to the

American authorities. “These decided that: the ships were Spanish property,

and as such, not liable to American jurisdiction. The officers then carried their |

prizes to Bermuda; and should they not be able to obtain a decision there,

they mean to take them to Havana,and bring them before the Spanish tri-

bunals, The Attorney-General in London has since then declared the libera-

tion of the “ Cassard” to have been illegal, so that the captors have unneces-

sarily been compelled to. carry their prizes from port to port, in search of a

judge, by the confusion to which these American papers giverise. .

Lord Palmerston has protested with great energy at Washington against this

system of fraud, and has renewed his demand for a right of search; but. the

President’s only reply has been, that he sees himself compelled to send Ameri-

can ships of war to the African coast, in order to protect American merchant-

men from beingsearchedby British cruisers. ‘To a renewed application from

Lord Palmerston, the President has answered, that these are not the proper

means for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and that what the English ought to

do is, instead of attempting to prevent the conveyance of slaves, to destroy the
slave markets of Rio and Cuba. This piece of advice is mere insolent irony,

for no one knows better than the President that England can destroy the slave
market of Havana only by occupying the island, and that such occupation

would immediately lead to a war with the United States.

The false position in which the United States have placed themselves in
respect to everything nearly or remotely connected with slavery is such that, in
matters of this kind, neither justice nor even decorum is to be expected from
them, the President being well aware that the elections depend on slave-holders

and slave-dealers... How long England will tolerate these wretched subterfuges,

it is difficult to say; but the question will probably become one of a more
serious discussion than that which respects the Canadian boundary, for the

people of England will never allow their Government to relax in its efforts to
obtain the suppression of the Slave Trade.

 

No. 301.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Consul Grattan.

Sir, : Foreign Office, April 22, 1841.
I wave received your Despatch of the 27th ultimo.

In that Despatch you acknowledge the receipt of the letter which was written —
to you, under my directions, by Lord Leveson, on the 8th of February last, con-
veying to you instructions for your guidance in respect to proceedings in the
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United States’ Courts, consequent upon the detention of the United States’
vessel “ Tigris,” by Her Majesty’s brig “ Waterwitch,” Lieutenant Matson
commander ; and you express a hope that you may receive from me instructions
as to the means of obviating further inconvenience to Midshipman Jackson, in
case the result of those proceedings should be that damages should be awarded
against him.

I have transmitted your letter to the Admiralty for any instructions which
that board may think it right to give to Lieutenant Matson, or to Mr. Jackson,
upon this subject ; and with respect to your own conduct in this matter,I have

- to refer you to the instructions contained in the above-mentioned letter from
Lord Leveson.

Tam, &c.

T.C. Grattan, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON.
&e. Se. $e.

 

No. 302.

Viscount Palmerston to British Consuls.

Foreign Office, April 22, 1841.

Circular sending Convention with Hayti.

(See No. 2.)

|

No. 308.

 

Mr. Consul Grattan to Viscount Palmerston.

Her Majesty’s Consulate, Boston, April 15, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received May 3.)

Not having received any communication from the Foreign Office on
the subject of the “« Tigris” since I had the honour to address your Lordship
on the 23rd ultimo, I have now only to report the law proceedings which have
since then taken place.
As I anticipated, the parties in the six actions against Mr. Jackson have

attempted to withdraw them. They gave notice that they would voluntarily
become “ non-suited ” in each action, but coupled it with an intimation that
six new actions were to be commenced in the Court of Common Pleas, damages
to be laid at 300 dollars in each, so as to secure the trials before a Salem jury.
To defeat this attempt to evade a fair trial in the Superior Court, and force

one before a prejudiced tribunal, Mr. Jackson’s counsel argued that the
original actions were in transitu to the Circuit Court, and could not be with-
drawn until that Court was in Session. Thiswas opposed by the plaintiff’s
counsel, but decided in favour of the defendant by Judge Warren. The ac-
tions, therefore, stand over till the 15th of May.
The two other actions by the master and mate, where the damages are so

high as to bring them within the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Massa-
chusetts, will also be removed at the proper time to the District Court of the
United States; so that all the trials will take place (if persevered in) before
Judge Story. . .
_. On the 13th instant, Mr. Jackson was served with a summons (but not with
‘a writ of arrest) to appear in another action commenced against him by a
seventh seaman belonging to the “ Tigris,” named Hendrickson, damages laid
at 400 dollars, in the Court of Common Pleas, with the object of having it
tried at Salem. Mr. Jackson must enter an appearance in this suit on Tues-
day, the 27th instant.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) T, C. GRATTAN,

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
See &e. &ec.

 



UNITED STATES—(Consular). 317

No. 304.

Viscount Palnerston to British Consuls.

Foreign Office, May 8, 1841.

Circular on holding or being interested in Slave Property.

| (See No. 43.)
 

No. 305.

Mr. Consul Buchanan to Viscount Palmerston.

HerMajesty’s Consulate, New York, April 22, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received May 17.)

T wave the honour to inform your Lordship, that the two steam ships built
here avowedly for the Spanish Government for Cuba, which I-mentioned in my
letter of the 15th August last, are now finished, and about to proceed to Havana:
their speed and power is greater than has been set forth.

Thad, from mere conjecture, considered these vessels were building for slave
merchants in Cuba rather than for the Government; but this day a gentleman,
who is very intimate with the Portuguese minister near Washington, has informed
me such was the case. My opinion arose from the fact that the disbursements

_ have been made by a Spanish officer, while, it is believed, the funds were fur-
nished by the commercial house of Peter Harmony and Co. in this city, and inti-
mately connected with Cuba, while another house appear as the agents. The
slaver “ Catherine” sent in here by Her Majesty’s ship “Dolphin,” which was
condemned and sold, was purchased by the house above mentioned, and will be
again inthe trade. It is worthy of observation, that although so many vessels
have been engaged in that trade under the American flag, yet I have not heard
of a single vessel having been brought in by any of the United States’ vessels.

T have, &c.,

(Signed) J. BUCHANAN. -
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

Se. = Se. &e.

 

No. 306.

Mr. Consul Grattan to Viscount Palmerston.

Her Majesty's Consulate, Boston, April 30, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received May 17.)

I nave the honour to inform your Lordship, that a new motion in the
“ Tigris” case came on before the Supreme Judicial Court of the State of

- Massachusetts, on the 29th instant, at Ipswich, the result of which was that
Chief Justice Shaw directed the removal to the Circuit Court of the two actions
brought against Mr. Jackson by the captain and mate of the “ Tigris,” so that
they may take the same course with the other six actions brought by the sailors,

- and which had been previously removed from the Court of Common Pleas.
- _ In the case of the action brought by the seventh seaman, Hendrickson, men-

_ tioned in my Jast communication to your Lordship on this subject on the 15th
instant, Mr. Jackson’s counsel also moved for the “ continuance ” of the action

till the next November term of the Supreme Court. This was opposed by the
plaintiff’s counsel, who pressed for an immediate trial; but Chief yiustice Shaw
granted the motion, so that this last action has not been allowed to come between
the course of the other proceedings and a fair trial in the Circuit Court of the

_ United States. .
I have, &c.

- (Signed) T. C. GRATTAN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

Se. Se. Sec.
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No. 307.

Mr. Consul Sherwood to Viscount Palmerston.

British Consulate, Maine and New Hampshire,
Portland, May 14, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received June 12.)

I crave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s De-
_ spatch dated the 15th of April last, together with itsenclosed printed copy of a
Treaty concluded at Buenos Ayres on the 24th of May, 1839, and ratified on
the 16th of May, 1840, between Her Majesty and the Argentine Confederation,
for the Abolition of the Slave Trade.

I have, &c.

(Signed) JOS. T. SHERWOOD.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

Se. &e. Se.

 

No. 308.

. Mr. Consul Grattan to Viscount Palmerston.

' Her Majesty’s Consulate, Boston, May 30, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received June 15.)

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s letters
of April 15th, transmitting a copy of the Treaty with the Argentine Confedera-
tion; and of 22nd April, referring me to a former letter from Lord Leveson for
my guidance with respect to the case of the “ Tigris.” .
The intervening letter has not reached me. The only letter received by me

from Lord Leveson was that of February the 8th; and as that letter merely
directed me to discontinue the proceedings which your Lordship believed me to
have commenced against the “ Tigris,” 1 am without instructions as to the
course I should pursue for Mr. Jackson’s protection, in case he should be made
liable to damages by the verdict of a jury. ~The Lords of the Admiralty have
authorized me to draw on the Accountant-General of the Navy for my advances
for Mr. Jackson’s expenses, and the costs of the law proceedings against him,
but nothing further. I have, therefore, only.to continue my exertions to cause
the actions to be abandoned, and ,

I have, &c.

(Signed) T. C. GRATTAN,

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
Se. Se. Se.

 

No. 309.

Mr. Consul Peter to Viscount Palmerston.

British Consulate, Philadelphia, May 19, 1841.

My Lorp, . (Received June 22.)

I nave to acknowledge the receipt of'a copy of the Treaty concluded at
Buenos Ayres on the 24th of May, 1839, between Her Majesty and the Argen-
tine Confederation, for the Aboli ion ofthe Slave Trade.

T have, &c.

(Signed) WILLIAM PETER.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
Se. &e. &e.
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No. 310.

Mr. Consul Buchanan to Viscount Palmerston.

- Her Majesty’s Consulate, New York, June 10, 1841,

My Lorp, (Received July 1.)

I HAVE the honour to forward for your Lordship’s information acopy

of the judgment of the United States’ Court for this district, dismissing the

suit brought by Francis Montero, requiring me to hand over the cargo of the

« Butterfly,” condemned and seld for bemg engaged in the Slave Trade,

under the flag of the United States. .

"As a considerable part of the cargo has been much injured by the long

detention on board the vessel, and inasmuch as the Mixed Commission

at Sierra Leone, as stated in my letter of 30th December last, haddeclined to

interfere, and inasmuch as I have expended a considerable sum on the insur-

ance, storage, and care of the cargo, independent of the heavy law expenses

which I am subject to pay, through the protracted litigation to which the

parties have resorted, and inasmuch as I have not received any instructions in

consequence of my letter above mentioned of last year to your Lordship, I

am advised that it is my duty, as it is but just, without waiting for any direc-

tions from the Mixed Commission, (as the vessel has been condemned and

sold, and from the Court declining to take cognizance of the demand of the

_ Spanish claimants,) to sell that part of the cargo which is daily becoming less

valuable, and as much of the remainder as will cover all my costs and charges,
all which I beg to submit to your Lordship.

I have, &c.

(Signed) JAMES BUCHANAN.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.CB.
&e. . §e. Se.

 

Enclosure in No. 310.

Decree of Judge Betis.

AT a Special Term of the District Court of the United States of
America, for the Southern District of New York, held at the
City Hall, in the City of New York, on Tuesday, the eighth
day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and forty-one, ~

Present—The Honourable Samuel R. Betis.

Francis Montero v. Sixteen Bales ofMerchandise.

The Queen of Great Britain, Claimant.

Tuts cause being brought to hearing-upon pleadings and proofs, and
the advocates of the respective parties being fully heard thereupon, and due
deliberation being had in the premises, and it appearing to the Court that the
libellant is a subject of the Queen of Spain, and that the goods, wares, and
merchandise, demanded by the libel, were seized and captured and taken from
the possession of the libellant on the high seas, by a vessel of war and subjects of
the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and that pos-
session thereof thereafter continued and remained with the captors until the
said property was brought by them into this port, and delivered to the British
Consul here resident, so as to be subject.to the cognizance of the Courts of the
United States, because of being laden on boarda vessel alleged to belong to
the United States, and to be employedin the Slave Trade or transportation of
slaves, in violation of the laws of the United States:
And it further appearing to the Court, that although the said vessel’ was.

proceeded against by the United States, and condemned to forfeiture by due
process of law for the cause aforesaid, yet that the United States interposed no
claim to said goods, wares, and merchandise, nor in any way controverted the
validity and legality of such seizure and capture by the claimant:
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And it further appearing to the.Court, that the right to retain and hold the
said property by means of said capture, and by virtue of treaty stipulations
between the Governments of Great Britain and Spain, for the purpose of sub-
mitting the same to the adjudication of a tribunal constituted by the said
powers, on the allegation of the captor, that the said property is lawful prize,
and subject to condemnation as such, is asserted and claimed by the Queen of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, intervening in this behalf in
this cause, through her accredited and recognised Envoy Extraordinaryand
Minister Plenipotentiary to the United States:
And it further appearing to the Court, that the vessel of war making the

capture and seizure complained of, had been theretofore in noway fitted out,
commissioned, or employed, in violation of the neutrality of the United States :
Whereupon, in view of the premises, it being considered by the Court, that

whether or no the libellant be shown, by competent and satisfactory proof, to
be the ondfide owner of the said property, or entitled at the time the same was
seized. and captured to its exclusive possession, yet that he was not divested of
the possession thereof in such manner as to be entitled to the interposition of
this Court to reclaim it from the captors and restore it to him, the libellant:

It is thereupon ordered, adjudged, and decreed, that the libel of the libellant
in this behalf be dismissed, with costs to be taxed. .
And it is further ordered, that the said goods, wares, and merchandise,

arrested in this cause, by process of this Court, and now detained by the same,
be surrendered and delivered up to the Queen of England, the claimant in this
cause, or to her agent duly authorized and empowered in this behalf.

(A true copy.) (Signed) CHARLES D. BETTS, Clerk.

 

No, 311.

Mr. Consul Buchanan to Viscount Palmerston.

Her Majesty's Consulate, New York, June 10, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received July 1.)
I nave the honour to inform your Lordship, that since the condemnation

and sale of the slaver “‘ Catherine,” an appeal has been lodged, with a view to
enable the owners, who are Spanish residents in Cuba, to bring an action
against me, as Consul having possession of the cargo, but I should hope the
decision in the case of the cargo of the “ Butterfly” would stop further proceed-
ings, and the more so, as the criminality of the “Catherine” was much more
glaring, and so proved on the second hearing, in having found 150 pairs of iron
manacles on board among the cargo. I have taken the necessary steps to
resist the suit, and have little doubt of defeating, should the parties persevere;
and I beg to add, that I should feel at liberty to pursue the same course in
disposing of as much of the cargo of the “ Catherine” as would pay costs and
charges, upon the same principle as in my other letter of this date.

 

I have, &c.
(Signed) JAMES BUCHANAN.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. Se. Se.

No. 312.

Mr. Consul Buchanan to Viscount Palmerston. .

Her Majesty's Consulate, New York, June 10, 1841.

My Lorp, (Received July 1.)

I Have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s de-
spatches, dated April 15th and 22nd and May 8th respectively.

T have, &c.
(Signed) JAMES BUCHANAN.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B..
&e. &e. Se.
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No. 313.

Mr. Consul Grattan to Viscount Palmerston.

. Her Majesty's Consulate, Boston, June 14, 1841.

My Lorp, (ReceivedJuly 1.)

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s

letters “* Slave Trade,” of April 22, transmitting a copy of the Convention —

with the Republic of Hayti, and your Lordship’s despatch of May 8th,

accompanying a copy of a memorial from the General Anti-Slavery Con-

vention.
I am glad to be able to inform your Lordship, that the vexatious proceed-

ings in the case of Midshipman Jackson may be considered as nearly, if not

entirely, at an end. By promptly meeting the attempts of the lawyers em-

ployed against him to embarrass the regular course of the various suits, and

by rejecting all their offers of adjustment, they have been induced to abandon

seven out of eight of the actions of trespass. One only, in the case of one of

the sailors of the “ Tigris,” in which the damages are laid at 500 dollars, is

still pending, and it now stands over till the month of September next, before

which time I have every reason to hope it will be withdrawn, The main

object, at present, of the owners of the “ Tigris,” at whose instigations these

actions were brought, is to have the facts of the case of trespass (supposing

the seizure of the vessel and the subsequent proceedings to be such) esta~

blished by proof, or admitted by compromise, so as to found a demand for.

the loss sustained in the interruption of the voyage, &c., against the United.

States’ Government, with a view to the amount being ultimately claimed

from the Government of Her Majesty. Several insidious attempts to obtain

these admissions, under pretext of arguing points of international law, or

laying down rules for the conduct of subaltern officers, have been made. by

the plaintiffs lawyers. But on every reference to me, by the counsel em- |

ployed by Mr. Jackson, to sanction any arrangement that could in the least

degree compromise Her Majesty’s Government, or the Admiralty in ‘parti-

cular, I have invariably refused. I prefer leaving the parties to establish their

case in a court of law, if they can do so; believing that they will not, under

all the circumstances, risk the public sifting of motives and conduct which

would result from a trial before a jury in the District Court of the United

States, presided over by so honourable and independent a man as Judge

orey.

 

I have, &e.

(Signed) T. C. GRATTAN.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
Se. Se. —  &e.

No. 314.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Consul Grattan.

Sir, | | Foreign Office, July 14, 1841.

; I nave received your despatch, Slave Trade, of the 14th ultimo, re-
porting the course which you had pursued about the actions brought in the
UnitedStates’ Courts of Law against Midshipman Jackson, on account of the
detention of the American vessel “ Tigris.” And I have to acquaint you that
Her Majesty’s Government approves thereof.

. T have, &c.
T. “gen te Eisq., (Signed) ‘PALMERSTON.

C. C.

 

Crass D.
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No. 315.

Mr. Consul Sherwood to Mr. Bidwell,

British Consulate, Maine and New Hampshire,
Portland, June 29, 1841.

Sir, (Received July 31.)
Ow the Sth current, I had the honour to receive from your department the

Despatches dated April 22, 1841, enclosing a copy of a Convention with the Re-
public of Hayti, concluded at Port au Prince on the 23rd of December, 1839,
etween his late Majesty and the King of the French, and May 8, 1841, cover-

ing a copy of a Memorial to the Right Honourable my Lord Palmerston, from
the General Anti-Slavery Convention, held in London on the 20th of June, 1840,
on the subject of slavery, in which property I beg leave to assure his Lordship that
I am not interested either as a holder, employer, or in any other way.

T have, &c.

(Signed) JOS. T. SHERWOOD.
John Bidwell, Esq.,

Se. Se. Se.

 

No. 316.

Mr. Consul Molyneux to Viscount Palmerston.

British Consulate, Savannah, July 1, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received August 10.)

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch
of the 15th of April, transmitting a copyof a Treaty concluded with the Argen-
tine Confederation for the abolition of the Slave Trade.

 

Lam, &c.,

(Signed) E. MOLYNEUX.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e &e.

No. 317.

Mr. Consul Molyneux to Viscount Palmerston.

British Consulate, Savannah, July 3, 1841.
My Lorp, (Received August 10.)

I wave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s De-
spatch, dated the 22nd of April, transmitting a copy of a Convention concluded
with the Republic of Hayti, for the more effectual suppression of the Slave
Trade. .

lam, &c.,
(Signed) EK. MOLYNEUX.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&c. Se. Se.

 

No. 318.

Mr. Consul Molyneux to Viscount Palmerston.

BritishConsulate, Savannah, July 16, 1841.
My Lorp, > (Received August 31.)

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s De-
spatch of the 8th of May, transmitting a copy of a Memorial from the Anti-Slavery

“"
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Society, and communicating the opinion of Her Majesty's Government, that it

would be unfitting in any officer holding an appointment under the Crown to be

interested in slave property. a

Constituted. as society is in slave-holding countries, it is at all times difficult,

and very often impossible, to induce white persons to act as domestic servants,

and the expense of English servants I know, from many years’ experience, to be.

enormous—those I brought out in the year 1839 having cost me that year 907.

each——not unfrequently, too, do they leave without giving a moment's warning—.

domestic service being considered here a state of great degradation. If then the

occasional hiring of the servants of the country be strictly prohibited by Her

Majesty’s Government, a very serious inconvenience must necessarily ensue.

 

Tam, &c.,

oe (Signed) E. MOLYNEUX.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., a

Be. &e.  «&e.

No. 319.
The Earl of Aberdeen to Mr. Consul Buchanan. Lo

Sir, Foreign Office, September 30, 1841.

Your several Despatches respecting the United States’ vessels “ Cathe-
rine” and ‘ Butterfly” have been referred to the Queen’s Advocate.
The United States’.Courts in which those vessels were condemned as Ame-

rican, have refused to pass sentence on the cargoes because they are Spanish
property; and the question how the cargoes are to be disposed of is become
embarrassing, because they were unfortunately placed in your custody, instead

_ of having been in the first instance delivered over with the vessels themselves
to the United States’ authorities. .

' Under these circumstances, the Queen’s Advocate is of opinion that you
should deliver up the cargoes to the Spanish owners, after deducting all ex-
penses, provided the owners give you a full and unequivocal discharge from all
further demands on account thereof; and that, if the owners refuse this offer,
you should sell the goods forthwith, and remit home in bills to Her Majesty's.
Treasury, any balance which may remain, to be disposed of as may hereatter be
determined. .
You will accordingly lose no time in taking this course; observing to the

owners, that as by the 5th Article of the Treaty of 1835 with Spain, upon Slave
Trade, it is declared that all traffic in slaves, on the account of Spanish subjects,
under whatever flag, is illicit, the Spanish owners could not be allowed to maintain
any claim or demand against the British captors or Her Majesty’s Government,
for damage or loss sustained by the effect of any disposition which may be made
of the goods in question.

o Tam, &c.

J. Buchanan, Esq,, _ (Signed) ABERDEEN.-
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 820.
The Earlof Aberdeen to British Consuls.

Foreign Office, October 30, 1841.

Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 10.)

 

CrassD.
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No. 32].

Mr. Consul Buchanan to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Her Majesty's Consulate, New York, October 28, 1841.
(Extract.) (Received November 22.)

I nave the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s letter of the 30th
ultimo, as to several of my Despatches respecting the United States’ vessels
“ Catharine” and “ Butterfly’ having been referred to the Queen’s Advocate, and
that as the United States’ Courts, in which the vessels had been condemned,
had refused to pass sentence on the cargoes as Spanish property, whereby it
is become embarrassing, because they were unfortunately placed in my cus-
tody, instead of having been in the first instance delivered over with the vessels
to the United States’ authorities; and that under such circumstances the
Queen’s Advocate is of opinion that I should deliver up the cargoes to the
Spanish owners, after deducting expenses, provided the owners give a full and
unqualified discharge, otherwise I should sell the goods, and remit any balance
to Her Majesty’s treasury.

In reply I beg to call your Lordship’s attention to my letter of March 28th,
1840, and the 3lst of same month, accompanied by Mr. Butler, the United
States’ Attorney-General’s note, which I humbly hope will remove the charge
that by my course I have occasioned any embarrassment, as I promptly
waited upon Mr. Butler, and offered to place the vessels and cargoes at his
entire disposal, and alone in all steps I took acted under his orders.

I now beg to state that, under the sanction of your Lordship’s letter, I shall
feel myself at liberty to act in accordance with such your Lordship’s instrue-
tions, and from having throughout acted in accordance with the instructions
of Mr. Butler, I submitted your Lordship’s directions to that gentleman; he
stated the appeal against the decision respecting the condemnation of the
“ Catharine,” under which that vessel was sold for being engaged in the Slave
Trade, was a mere scheme to keep alive the claim as to the cargo, and, to
use his own words, so unrighteous a cause should not be compromised, and
that he would press the cause forward.

I have, however, directed my solicitor, Mr. Edwards, to sound the solicitors
for the claimants as to the course of adjustment authorised by your Lordship,
and hope that the course I shall pursue may meet your Lordship’s appro-
bation, as the matter of these vessels has proved to me truly embarrassing,
and hitherto I have kept clear of committing Her Majesty's Government or
myself. .

 

No. 322.

Mr. Consul Buchanan to the Earl of Aberdeen.

Her Majesty's Consulate, New York,
(Extract.) December 15, 1841.

I see beg to lay before your Lordship a newspaper, in which is set forth
the correspondence with your Lordship and Mr. Stevenson. I beg to call your
Lordship’s attention to the leading article of that paper.
 

Enclosure in No. 322,

From the New York Commercial Advertiser, Tuesday afternoon,
December 14,

Dirtomatic CorResPonpEence.—We publish to-day the whole of the
correspondence between Mr. Stevenson and Lords Palmerston and Aberdeen, on
the subject of the right of search asserted by Great Britain for the suppression of
the Slave Trade; or at least so much of it as has been communica ted to Congress
by the State Department.

In the earlier part of the correspondence, relating to particular cases of alleged
grievance, it must be admitted that Lord Palmerston comes out triumphant ; the
cases, as presented by him, affording only justification, and that very ample, of
the proceedings complained of. As Mr. Stevenson did not attempt any denial of - —
the facts stated by Lord Palmerston, it is to be presumed that the vessels examined
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were in reality slavers, having no right to the protection of the American flag,

and that the proceedings of the British officers were altogether justifiable. .

Not so, however, with the subsequent portion of the correspondence, which

turns upon the question of principle. The ground here assumed by Lord Palmer-

ston, and after him by the Earl of Aberdeen, is clearly untenable. As a matter

of principle neither a British naval commander nor any other has the right to detain

and examine a vessel bearing the American flag, on any pretence whatever. That

flag affords, and must afford, complete protection to all who sail under it, except in

time of war, or under the provisions of express Treaty. Lord Aberdeen is clearly

wrong and Mr. Stevenson as clearly right in their discussion of this subject. _

Nevertheless it is greatly to be regretted that the flag of our country can be
and is thus prostituted for the protection of slavers; and that an arrangement

cannot be entered into by the two Govérnments for the effectual prevention of
so great an evil. If we had a score of armed cruisers on the coast of Africa, as

Britain has, that would accomplish the object; but as we have not, there is un-

deniably reason to wish that the British cruisers might be empowered to make
theneedful inquisitions—of course with all proper checks, limitations, and safe-

guards. .
We have reason to believe that a proposition for this object, capable of being

made entirely unobjectionable on our part, is now or soon will be taken into
consideration by the British Government, and in due season presented to the
Government of the United States. With the principle of the measure we are
thoroughly acquainted, and can see no fault in it; but until its details are per-
fected we do not feel at liberty to say more.
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