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Class B.—1840.

LIST OF PAPERS.

No.

oy

I A R

w

9,

16.
11.

SPAIN.

. General Alava to Viscount Palmerston - -

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston - -
Two Enclosures

Viscount Palmerston to General Alava - -
Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston -

One Enclosure
Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston - -

One Enclosure -

Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston - -
One Enclosure
Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston - - -

. Viscount Palmerston to General Alava - -

One Enclosure
Viscount Palmerston to General Alava - -
One Enclosure
General Alava to szcount Palmerston - -
General Alava to Viscount Palmerston - -

12. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston - - -

13.

14.

15.

16.

Two Enclosures

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston -~ - -
One Enclosure

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston - - -

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston - - -

One Enclosure
Viscount Palmerston to General Alava - -

17, 'Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston - -

18.

19.
20.

21,
22.

23

24,
25.
26.

27.

28.

29,
30.

31,

32.

One Enclosure
Viscount Palmerston to General Alava - -

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston - -
One Enclosure
Viscount Palmerston to Mr, Aston - -

. One Enclosure
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston - - -
Mz, Aston to Viscount Palmerston - - -

One Enclosure

. Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston - - -

One Enclosure

Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston - - -
One Enclosure
Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston -~ - -
One Enclosure
Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston - -
One Enclosure
Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston - -
One Enclosure

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston - - =
One Enclosure
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston - - -
One Enclosure
Viscount Palmerston to H. M.’s Commissioners
One Enclosure

Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston - - -
One Enclosure

Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston - -
One Enclosure

Date,
1840,

May
May

June
June
%:ﬁ;

Aug.

Aug.
Aug.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

Oct.
Oct.
Oct.

Nov.
Nov.

Nov.

Nov.
Nov,
Dee.
Dec.

Dee.
Dec.
Dee.

Dec.

Dec.

13
25

30
23
23
30
13

29
29

=

13

17
25

19
20

‘18

14
14

14

14

27
28
29

21

21

Receipt.

1840.

May

June
June
June

June

July
July

Nov.
Nov.

Nov.
Nov.
Dee.
Dec.

Dec.

Dee.

15

24

25
25

25
25
12
.12

31

31

SUBJECT.

“Tberia:” complaint against
H.M.’s8hip “Cleopatra™
Draft of Convention for ex-

tending the Powers of

the Mixed Courts to be

proposed to Spain - -
“Iberia :* complaint against

H.M. sthp“Cleopatra”
“ Negrito” -

Emancipated N egroes at
Havana -

Slave Trade between Ha—
vana and Cape Verds -

Convention for extending
the Powers of the Mlxed
Courts - -

“ Tres de Fevreiro”

Pope’s Brief - - -

Pope’s Brief - - -
“ Tres de Fevreiro” =
Negroes purchased by Rulz
and Montes -~ -
Canary Islands - - -

Papers presented to Par-
liament - -
Explanatory Artlcle .to
Trea.ty of 1835, Calatana
“Iberia:” complaint against
H. M.’s Ship “Cleopatra”

“ Olimpia Josephina :” Re~
missness of Authorities
at Havana- -

Papers presented to Par—
liament - - - -

Negroes emancipated under
the Treaty of 1817~  ~

Tmpediments to the landing
of free negroes at Cuba -

Mr. Alexander - -

“ Two . Friends:” Canaly
Islands - -

“ Olimpia Josephina:” Re-
missness of Authorities
at Havana - -

Explanatory Arhcle _to
Treaty of 1835, Calatana

Negroes purchased by Rulz
and Montes - - -

Canary Islands - - -

_“ Olimpia Josephina:” Re-

missness of Authorities
at Havana - -
¢ Dijana:” Remissness of
Authorities at Cadiz -
« Sirena:” Remissness of
Authorities at Havana -

- Assault on a Soldier of H.

M.’s Ship « Romney at
Havana- -

Tonnage dues on vesse]s
conveying emancipated
negroes from Havana -

¢ Amalia”- - - -

Page

11
11

11

12
15

16
17
17
17
18

18
19
19

19
20

20

2t
21

25

25
26



vi List or PAPERS.
SPAIN. (Consular)—Teneriffe.
No. Date. Receipt. SUBJECT. Page
1840. 1840.
33. Mr. Bartlett to Viscount Palmerston - - April 3 May 16 Pope's Brief - - - 28
34, Mr. Bartlett to Viscount Palmerston - - April 25 May 20 “Two Friends”- - - 28
One Enclosure
35. Mr. Bartlett to Viscount Palmerston - - May 18 June 17 “Two Friends™ = - - 29
36, Mr. Bartlett to Viscount Palmerston - - June 30 Aug. 1 “Two Friends:” Slave.
Two Enclosures vessels despatched from
the Canaries - - - 31
37. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Bartlett - - Aug. 13 Papers presented to Par-
liament - - - 3
SPAIN. (Consulary—The Hgvana.
38. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Tolmé - - Aupg. 13 Papers presented to Par-
liament - - - 33
39. Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Consul - Aug. 24 Memorial of Anti.slavery
One Enclosure Convention - - - 33
40. Mr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston - - - June 17 Aug. 24 Acknowledgment of De-
spatches - - - 34
41. Mr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston - - June 17 Aug. 24 Pope’s Brief - - - 34
One Enclosure
42. Mr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston - - July 6 Aug. 24 British negroes detained as
Four Enclosures slaves - - - - 85
43. Mr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston - - Aug. 9 Sept. 25 Emancipated negroes de-
tained in slavery after the
expiration of theirappren-
ticeship- - - - 38
44. Mr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston - - Aug. 10 Sept. 25 Impediments to the landing
One Enclosure of free blacks- - - 39
45. Mr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston - - Aug. 13 Sept. 25 Attack on boats of H. M.s
Thirty-two Enclosures Ship « Rover” - - 40
46. Mr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston - - Aug. 18 Sept. 25 British negro, Daniel Speck 56
47. Mr, Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston - - Aug. 29 Oct 20 “Iberia”- - - - 56
Two Enclosures
48. Mr. Telmé to Viscount Palmerston - - QOct. 26 Dec. 1 Britishnegroes- - - &
Eleven Enclosures
49. Mr, Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston - - Qct. 26 Dec. 1 Britishnegroes- - - 63
Four Enclosures
50. Mr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston - - Nov. 4 Dec. 9 Britishnegroes- - - 65
One Enclosure
SPAIN. (Consulary—St. Jago de Cuba.
51, Mr. Wright to Viscount Palmerston - - Mar. 10 May 12 Acknowledgment of De-
spatches - - - 66
52, Mr. Wright to Viscount Palmerston - - Mar. 10 May 12 Acknowledgment of De-
spatch - - - - 66
53. Mr. Wright to Viscount Palmerston . . Mar. 15 May 12 Acknowledgment of De-
spatch - - - - 66
54. Mr, Wright to Viscount Palmerston - - Mar. 20 May 12 Acknowledgment of De-
spateb - - - - 66
55. Mr. Wright to Viscount Palmerston - - Mar. 30 May 12 Acknov}vlledgment of De- ;
spateh - - - - 6
56. Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Consul Aug. 13 Papers presented to Par-
liament - - - - 87
57. Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Consul Aug. 24 Memorial of Anti-slavery
One Enclosure Convention - - - 67
58. Mr, Wright to Viscount Palmerston - - Sept. 11 Oct. 29 Acknowledgment of De-
spateh - - - - 67
PORTUGAL.
59, Viscount Palmerston to Baron Moneorvo - May 22 Bulama, Proceedings of
Three Enclosures Lieutenant Kellett - - 68
60. Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden May 23 Treaty - - =- __- 10
61. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston May 18 May 25 Acknowledgment of De-
spatches - - - 12
62. Viscount Palmerston fo Baron Moncorvo - May 29 Pa}?ers of condemned Por-
: tuguese slave-vessels - 7 2
83. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston June 1 June 8 Acknowledgment of De- 7
spatches - - -
4. Viscount Palmerston to the Marquis Saldanha - June 15 Trerz;ty L £
One Enclosure
65. Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden June 29 Portuguese Authorities at
) Two Enclosures Loanda and Benguela - 73
66. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston June 20 June 29 Treaty - - - -~ 74
¢7. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston June 22 June 29 Treaty - - =~ 75
One Enclosure
68. Viscount Palmerston toLord HowarddeWalden July 9 Treaty - - ~-_ - 10
69. Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston - - July 11 July 14 Bulama, Lieutenant Kel- ”

lett’s Proceedings - -




List or PAPERs.

No. -
70, Viscount Palmerston to Baron Moncorvo -

71. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston

79. Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden
One Enclosure
73. Viscount Palmerston fo Lord Howard de Walden
One Enclosure

74, Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston
One Enclosure
75. Lord Howard de Waldento Viscount Palmerston

46. Visecount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden
One Enclosure
77, Viscount Palmerston to Baron Moncorvo -

78, Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden
' Three Enclosures

79. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston
80. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston
Two Enclosures

81. Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden
’ One Enclosure

82. Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden

83. Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden
One Enclosure

84. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston

85. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston
One Enclosure
86. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston
One Enclosure

87. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston

88. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston

89. Lord Howardde Walden to Viscount Palmerston

One Enclosure

Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston
One Enclosure
Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston

90.
91.

92. Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden

93. Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston -

94. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston
One Enclosure
Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmersten
One Enclosure
LordHoward de Walden to Viscount Palmerston

Two Enclosures

95.
96.

97. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston
Two Enclosurés

98. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston
One Enclosure

99. Lord Howard de Walden to Viseount Palmerston
One Enclosure

100. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston
) Three Enclosures

101, Viscount Palmerston to Baron Moncorvo - -

102. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscormt Palmerston

One Enclosure
103. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston

104. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston
One Enclosure

105, Viscount Palmerston to Bsron Moncorve -

106. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Pa]merstoﬁ
One Enclosure

Date.

1840.
July
July
July

July

July
July
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
e
Aug.
Aug,
Avg.

Ang.
Aug,
Aug,

Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

Aug.
Aug.
Sept.
Sept.

Aug,
Sept.
Sept.

Sept.
Sept.

Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

Oct.

Oct.

17.
12
31
31

10
13
13

16

19
19
24

11

28

10
10
26

19
21
2r

21

16

Receipt.

1840.

July

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.
Aug.

Sept.

Sept.
Sept.
Sept

Sept.
Sept.

Sept.
Sept.

Sept.

Sept.

Sept.

Oct.

20

w0 W

17

. 24

24

24
31
31

31
31

13

14

14 .

14

4
14

21
21

28
28.
28

26

“Liberal.” Portuguese Au-
thorities at Bissao and
Cape Verds - - -

vii
SUBJECT. Page
Bulama, Lieutenant Kel-
lett’s Proceedings - - 78
Acknowledgment of De-
spatches - - - 78
“Pomba de  Africa.”
Princes’ Island - - - 78
¢ Liberal." Portuguese Au-
thorities at Bissao and
the Cape Verds - - 79
Portuguese Authorities at
Loanda and Benguela - 79
Acknowledgment of De-
spatches - - - 80
“ Leopoldina,” Portuguese
Authorities at Quilimane 80
Bulama, Lieutenant Kel-
let!’s Proceedings - - 80
Vessels farnished with Por-
tuguese Papers at the
CapeVerds - - - 81
Treaty - - - - 82
Debate in Senate on Ad-
dress on Slave Trade - 82
“ Passos.” Slave Trade to
Princes’ and St. Thomas - 89
. Papers presented to Parlia-
ment - - - - 89
Slaves imported into the
Cape Verds in a ship of
the Portuguese Royal
Navy - - - - 89
Acknowledgment of De-
spatches - - - 90
“Pomba de  Africa.”
Princes’ Island - < g0
“ Liberal.” Portuguese Au-
thorities at Bissao and
CapeVerds - - - 91
Portuguese Consulate at
Rio M. Moreira - - 92
Acknowledgment of De-
spatches - - - 92
Vessels furnished with Por-
tuguese Papers at the
Cape Verde Islands - 92
“ Leopoldina.” Quilimane 94
Acknowledgment of De-
spatches - - - 94
Portugnese Consulate af
Rio M. Moreira - - 94
“ Raimundo Primeiro” and
“Anna Feliz.” Com-
plaints against British
Officers - - - _ g5
“Pomba de Africa” - - 100
“ Leopoldina.” Quilimane 101.
“Constitugao.” Portuguese
man-of-war employed in
carrying Slaves - - 102
“ Passos.” Authorities at
Princes’ Island - - 103
“Vigilante,” furnished with
Portuguese Papers at
Lisbon ~ - - - 106
“ Passos.” Authorities at
Prinees’ Island - - 107
Portuguese Authorities on
West Coast of Africa - 1p7
“ Raimundo Primeiro” and
“Anna  Feliz.” - Com-
plaints against British
Officers - - - - 110
Cape Verds - - - 111
Portuguese Consulate at
Rio M, Moreira - . 177
“Pomba de Africa.” Aun-
thorities at  Prinees’
Island - =+ . . qp9
“ Raimundo Primeiro” and
¢« A.nna Feliz.? Com-
plaints against British
Officers - - 113

113



viii List orF PAPERS.

Prizes restored at Sierra
Leone - - - -

No. Date.  Receipt. SUBJECT. Page
1840, 1840. .
107. Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden QOct. 22 « Vigilante,” furnished with
Portuguese Papers at
: . Lisbon - - - - 114
108. Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston . Nov. 2 Nov. 3 *TrezedeJunho” - - 114
One Enclosure
109. Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden Nov. 3 Portuguese Consulate at Rio
Two Enclosures M. Moreira - - - 117
110. Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston- - Nov. 6 Nov. 9 ¢«TrezedeJunho” -  -117
. Three Enclosures
111. Viscount Palmerston to Baron Moncorvo - Nov. 11 « Treze de Junho” - - 124
112, Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston Nov. 7 Nov. 17 CapeVerds - - ~124
Two Enclosures
113. Lord Howard de Walden o Viscount Palmerston Nov. 8 Nov. 17 *Passos.”’ St. Thomasand
'wo Enclosures Princes’ - - -12%2
114. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston Nov. 8 Nov. 17 “Constitucao.” Portuguese
One Enclosure Man of War employed in
. carrying slaves - - 187
115. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston Nov. 9 Nov. 17 Acknowledgment of De-
spatches - - - 127
116. Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden Nov. 18 Anti-slavery Society. Mr.
Alexander - - - 128
117. Visecount Palmerston to Baron Moncorvo - Nov. 23 “ Treze de Junho” - -~ 128
118. Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden Nov. 30 Portuguese Consulate &
One Enclosure ~ Rio; M. Moreira - - 198
119. Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston _ Dee. 2 Dee. 4 “TrezedeJunho™ - - 129
: One Enclosure i
120. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston Nov. 26 Dee. 6 Portuguese Authoritiescon-
niving at Slave Trade - 135
121. Viscount Palmerston to Baron Moncorvo - - Dee. 9 Papers of Portuguese ves-
sels condemned at Sierra
TLeone - - - - 135
122. Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston - Dec. 10 Dec. 11 Papers of Portuguese ves-
sels condemned at Sierra
. Leone - - - - 136
123, Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden Dec. 22 « Paquete de. Benguela.”
One Enclosure Portuguese Authorities at
Benguela - - - 136
124. Viscount Palmerston to Baron Moneorvo - Dec, 22 «“Treze de Junho” - - 136
125. Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden Dec. 23 Portuguese Consul at Para 137
One Enclosure
126. Viscount Palmerston to Baron Moncorvo- - Dee. 30 “Trege de Junho” =~ - 137
Two Enclosures
127. Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston Dec. 17 Dec. 30 Portuguese Consulate at
Rio; M. Moreira - - 139
PORTUGAL. Consular—(Cape Verds.)
128. Mr. Rendall to Viscount Palmerston - - May 22 Aug. 1 “Constitugao:” Portuguese
Two Enclosures Man of War, bringing
Slaves to Cape Verds - 140
129. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Rendall - - Aug. 13 Papers presented to Par-
« hament - - - - 141
PORTUGAL. Consular—(St. Michael's.)
130. Mr. Hunt to Viscount Palmerston - - - Aug. 22 Sept, 28 Information from the West
One Enclosure. Coast of Africa -~ = 143
. BRAZIL.
131. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston ~ - - March 20 May 15 Report on Slave Trade.
; One Enclosure. Aug. to Dec. 1839 - - 143
132. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - - March 20 May 15 Report on Slave Trade - 143
133, Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - » March 20 May 15 Pope’s Brief - - -14
134, Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - - March23 May 15 Pamphiet on the Slave
Three Enclosures Trade - =~ - 145
135. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - - March 24 May 15 “Dom Joao de Castro” - 145
Ten Enclosures
136. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - - April 13 June 3 American Vessel “ Pilgrim” 154
137. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - - April 13 June 3 “Roza” and “Treze de
) Junho - -~ - -13d
138, Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - - April 14 June , 3 « Providencia” and «Afri-
cano Atrevido” - - 135 .
139. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - - April 14 June 3 ¢ Crescent” receiving Ship 155
140. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston _ = - April 14 June 3 © Africano Atrevido” - 196
One Enclosure ‘ ‘
© 141, Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - - April 14 June 3 Indemnity claimed for Slave
One Enclosure Prizes restored at Sierra
Leone - - - =187
142. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Ouseley - - July 6 Indemnity claimed for Slave



List or PAPERs.

No.
143. Mr, Lisboa to Viscount Palmerston - -

144. Viseount Palmerston to Mr. Ouseley - -

145. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - -
146. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - -
Four Enclosure

147. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - -
One Enclosure

148. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Lisboa -

499. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Ouseley - -
One Enclosure

150. Mr. Quseley to Viscount Palmerston - -
: One Enclosure

151. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston -~ -
Two Enclosures

152. Mr, Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - -
’ v Three Enclosures

153. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - -
Three Enclosures

154. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Ouseley - -
155, Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Quseley - -
156. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Ouseley - -

157. Viséount Palmerston to Mr, Ouseley - -
158. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - -

159, Mr. OQuseley to Viscount Palme'rston - -
160. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Lisboa - -

161, Mr. Oixseley to Viscount Palmerston - -
162. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - -

163. Mr. Quseley to Viscount Palmerston - -

164. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Quseley - -
Two Enclosures

165. Mr. Ouseley fo Viscount Palmerston - -
One Enclosure

166. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - -
+  Two Enclosures

167. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - -
Three Eneclosures

168. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - -
169. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - -
170. Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - -

171, Mr. Ouseley to Viscount Palmerston - -
Two Enclosures
172. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Quseley - -

173. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Ouseley -
One Enclosure
174. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Ouseley - -
One Enclosure

175. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Ouseley - -
: Two Enclosures

176. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Ouseley - -
Three Enclosures

Date.

1840.
Aung.
Aug.

May
May

May
Aug.

Aug.
June
July
July
July
i
Sept.

Sept.
July

July
Oct.

Aug.
Aug.

Aug.

Nov.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept
Sept.
Sept.
Nov,
Nov.

Dec.

Deec.
Deec.

2

13

28
28

29
22

Lo O

O D

25
18

18

12
12

21

17.

17
17
24
24
24
26
30

30

23
24

Receipt.
1840.
Aug. 5

13
13

Aug.
Aug.

Aug. 13

23
27
Avg. 27

Aug. 27

Sept. 28

Sept, 28

Oct.
Oct.

Oct,

17
17

17

Nov.
Nov.
Nov,
Nov,
Nov.
Nov.

Nov.' 22

22
22
22
22

22
22

SUBJECT.

Mr. Nitheroy appeinted
Brazilian Commissioner
at Sierra Leone - -

Papers presented to Parlia-
ment - - - -

Law of November, 1831 -

“Treze de Junho” - -

-Propozals made by Brazil to

Peru and Bolivia - -
Appointment of Mr. Nithe-
roy as Brazilian Com-
missioner at Sierra Leone
American Vessels carrying
Slave Equipments -
“Tentador:’ - - .

Law of November,'183 1 -

“Maria Carlota:” Embargo
on Proceeds - - -
Correspondence with the
Portuguese Minister -
“ Treze de Junho™ - -
Law of November, 1831 -
Proposals made by Brazil to
Peru and Bolivia - -
Law of November, 1831 -
Portuguese Consulate: M.
Moreira - - -
Law of November, 1831.
Pamphlet reprinted -
Papers presented to Parlia-
ment - - - -
Report on Slave Trade -
Steamers equipped in Lon-
don for the Slave Trade -
Proposed Convention and
Non-Ratification of ad-
ditional Articles - -
Portuguese Consulate at
Rio; M. Moreira - -
Proposed Convention -

Non-Ratification of addi-
tional Articles - -
Law of November, 1831 -

* Recuperador” - -
Receiving Ship “Crescent’
Portuguese Consulate at
Rio; M. Moreira - -
Non-Ratification of addi-
tional Articles - -
Non-Ratification of ad-
ditional Articles -

Steam Vessels fitted out ix-:'

London- - . _
Brazihan Subjects declared
guilty of Piracy by Court
of Mixed Commission -
Delays in Adjudication -

Receiving Ship *“ Crescent”

BRAZIL. Consular—(Rio de Janeiro).

177. Mr: Hesketh to Visecount Palmerston - -

Two Enclosures
178. Mr. Hesketh to Viscount Palmerston - -

179. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hesketh - -
180. Mr. Hesketh to Viscount Palmerston - -

181. Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Hesketh - -

One Enclosure
182. Mr. Hesketh to Viseount Palmerston . - -

- Two Enclosures

183. Mr. Hesketh 1o Viscount Palmerston
: : - Four Enclosures

184.. Mr. Hesketh to Viscount Palmerston - -

. . Two Enclosures
85. Mr. Hesketh to Viscount Palmerston - = -

Crass B,

Aprii 2 June 3

Mey
Aug.
May

Aung,
July
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

20
13
30

24
6
25
25

26-

July 20

Aug. 20

Sept, 28
Nov.
Nov.

Nov.

23
23

23

Quarterly Report on Slave
Trade - - - -
Acknowledgment of De-
spatch - - -
Papers presented to Parlia-
ment . - .
Negotiations with Porty-
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SPAIN.

No. 1.

General Alava to Viscount Palmerston.
81, .Harley Street, 13 de Mayo, de 1840.
My Lorp, ( Received May 15.)

SienTo tener que llamar la atencion de V. E. sobre un acto, cometido en
alta mar por un oficial de la marina real Inglesa, cuya ilegalidad estoy seguro de
que ser4 apreciada por la justificacion del gobierno de Su Magestad Britanica.

Navigando el Bergantin Espaiiol « Yberia,” de Puerto Rico con rumbo 4 la
Habana, fue abordado por la fragata de Su Magestad Britanica “ Cleopatra,” y
visitado por el oficial ingles que la manda, abri6 este la cubierta del registro, que
es un documento espedido -por las autoridades de Su Magestad ; y que para evitar
que se estraigan ojas, que se enmienden partidas y se empléen otros ardides sugeridos
por la mala {é, hase adoptado el prudente medio de entregarlo cerrado 4 los capitanes
de barcos, quienes lo presentan en esta forma 4 las autoridades de los puertos a
donde est4 consignado-su cargamento. ‘ '

Admitiendo que el comandante, o oficial de la fragata «* Cleopatra” haya tenido
fundados motivos para proceder al registro del bergantin ¢ ¥Beria,” es tambien
evidente que le sobraban medios de indagar el fundamento de sus sospechas sin
quebrantar el articulo segundo de las instrucciones que deben obrar en su poder,
segun el cual semejantes registros han de verificarse con la mayor mansedumbre y
con todos los miramientos que deben observarse entre naciones aliadas y amigas.

No podrd seguramente considerarse como necesario para averiguar si un buque
se emplea en el trafico de negros, el acto de abrir el registro cerrado por las auto-
ridades de Su Majestad ; y estoy persuadido de que semejante proceder aparecera
2 V. E. no solamente incongruente y perjudicial sino tambien violento, ilegal y
contrario al miramiento prescrito por el articulo segundo para con las autoridades
de una nacion aliada y amiga. Su repeticion causaria serios embarazos en las
operaciones de aduanas, vejaciones al comercio licito y pudiera certamente ser esti-
mulo para el fraude que 4 su sombra harian los capitanes de barcos mercantes,
abriendoles ancha puerta para minar y destruir la medida mas eficaz adoptada
contra los ardides de la mala fé. : , :

Espero por lo tanto de la imparcialidad y justificacion de V. E. que se serviré
hacer entender al comandante u oficial de la fragata < Cleopatra” que su proceder
ha sido ilegal ; y para que no se repitan en lo sucesivo, con perjuicio de los in-
tereses de la Hacienda Nacional, ruego 4 V. E. se sirva ordenar 4 los cruceros
Britanicos encargados de reprimir el trafico de esclavos que cifiendo sus indaga-
clones 3 lo estipulado respeten los rejinros cerrados y espedidos por las autoridades

de Su Majestad. - .
Aprovecho esta ocasion para reiterar a V. E. las seguridades de mi alta y dis-

tinguida consideracion. :
: '(Signed) MIGUEL DE ALAVA.
Eamo. Senor V; isconde de Palmerston,

&e. : : :
Crass B, be be B
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(Translation.)
My Lorp; 81 Harley Street, May 13, 1840,

I Am sorry to have to call your Lordship’s attention to an act, committed on the
high seas by an officer of the Royal British navy, the illegality of which I am sure
will be viewed in its true light, by the justice of Her Britannic Majesty’s Govern-
ment,

While the Spanish brig « Iberia” was navigating from Porto Rico in the di-
rection of the Havana, she was boarded by Her Britannic Majesty’s frigate ¢ Cleo~
patra,” and visited by the English officer who commands her. This gentleman
broke open the envelope of the ship’s register, which is a document drawn up by
Her Majesty’s authorities, who, in order to prevent the cutting out of leaves, the
alteration of passages, and the employment of other artful practices suggested by
dishonesty, have adopted the prudent method of delivering it sealed up to the
masters of vessels, who present it in this form to the authorities of the ports, to
which the cargo is consigned. :

Admitting that the commander or officer of the « Cleopatra” may ‘have had
well founded motives, for proceeding to the search of the brig “ Iberia,” it is also
evident that he had abundance of means for ascertaining the grounds of his suspi-
cions, without transgressing the second Article of the Instructions, which must be
in his possession ; according to which second Article such searches are to be carried
into execution with the greatest mildness, and with all the delicacy, that oughttobe
observed between allied and friendly nations.

In order to find out whether a vessel be engaged in the Slave Trade, it can
assuredly not be deemed necessary to break open the register, sealed by Her
Majesty’s authorities, and I am confident that such a proceeding will appear to
your Lordship, not only unsuitable and prejudicial, but also violent, illegal, and
contrary to the consideration, prescribed by the second Article towards the autho-
rities of an allied and friendly nation. ,

Its repetition would occasion serious embarrassment to the operations of the
custom houses, and vexations to lawful commerce ; it might also certainly prove a
stimulus to fraud, which, under its shelter, the masters of merchant vessels would
practise, inasmuch as it would open a wide door to them for undermining and de-
stroying the most efficacious measure, adopted against the artifices of dishonesty.

Accordingly I hope of your Lordship’s impartiality and justice, that you will please
to cause it to be intimated to the commander or officer of the frigate * Cleopatra,”
that his proceeding has been illegal ; and in order that it may not be repeated here-
after to the detriment of the interests of the national revenue, I request your Lord-
ship to have the goodness to direct the British cruizers, charged with repressing the
Slave Trade, to limit their investigations to what has been stipulated on the subject,
and to respect the registers, sealed and issued by Her Majesty’s authorities.

I avail, &ec., ,
(Signed) MIGUEL ALAVA.

No. 2.

N Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston. o
Sir, ‘ . Foreign Office, May 25, 1840.

ArtroucH the Slave Trade under the Spanish flag has been, in a great
measure, suppressed by means of the treaty of June, 1835, between Great Britain
and Spain; yet Slave Traders have hoisted other flags to protect their vessels ; and
thus the Island of Cuba has continued to be supplied with fresh importations of
negro slaves from Africa. It has, however, been suggested, that these abuses might
be stopped, by investing the Mixed Court of Justice, established at the Havana,
with authority to investigate the cases of negroes, who are held in slavery in the
island ; and to declare whether such negroes have, or have not, been imported into
that island since the 20th October, 1820 ; and whether therefore, they ought, or
ought not, to be restored to freedom.

I have prepared a Draft of Convention with this view, and I transmit it herewith
to you ; and I have to desire that you will take an early opportunity of proposing
it to the Spanish ministry.
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I have received from Mr. Turnbull a letter at some length upon this subject,
and I herewith transmit to you a copy of it, in order that you may avail yourself
of the arguments contained in it, in discussing with the Spanish minister the ac-
companying Draft of Convention. ‘

I am, &c. _
(Signed) PALMERSTON.
A. Aston, Esq.,
&c, (S‘c. &C.

First Enclosure in No. 2.
Draft of Convention between Great Britain and Spain on Slave Trade.

PREAMBLE.

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, and Her Majesty the Queen Regent of Spain, having reason to believe,
that, notwithstanding the stipulations of the Treaty, concluded on the 23d September,
1817, and the further stipulations of the Treaty, concluded on the 28th June, 1833,
between Great Britain and Spain, negroes are, from time to time, imported from
Africa into the colonial possessions of Her Catholic Majesty, and are there held in
bondage, contrary to the letter and to the spirit of the said T'reaties, and in violation
of the decrees, which have been promulgated in Spain for carrying the said Treaties
into effect, '

Their said Majesties have named and appointed as their Plenipotentiaries, to
devise and agree upon further measures, for preventing the violation of the said
Treaties in the manner above mentioned, s
~ Who, having exchanged their full powers, &c., have agreed upon the following
Articles.

ArTicLE 1.

The Mixed Court of Justice, established at the Havana, is hereby authorized to
receive information upon oath, to the effect that grounds of suspicion exist, that
negroes recently arrived from Africa are detained as slaves in the Transatlantic
Dominions of Spain ; and the said Mixed Court, upon receiving such information, is
hereby empowered and enjoined, to summon before it such negroes, and the persons
assuming to be the owners of such negroes, and all other individuals apparently
concerned in, or having knowledge of the transaction in question ; and the said
Mixed Court is further empowered and enjoined, to examine all such persons on
oath touching the said transaction, and if, upon examination, it shall not be clearly
proved, to the satisfaction of the said Court, that the negroes, alleged to have been
recently imported from Africa, were born in the Transatlantic Dominions of Spain,
or were imported from Africa into those Dominions before the 30th October, 1820,
the said Court shall declare such negroes to be free, and such negroes shall be set
free accordingly.

ARTICLE 2.

If the owner or owners of the negroes, said to be wrongfully held in bondage, shall,
upon the first summons of the Court, refuse or demur to appear before the Court,
either by themselves, or by othersin their behalf, the Court shall summon the parties
a second time ; and if this second summons should not be effectual, the Court shall,
after the expiration of a proper interval of time, summon the parties a third time;
and if the parties do not obey either of the three summonses, the Court shall, not-
withstanding the absence of such owner or owners, or other persons in their behalf,
Proceed to adjudge the cause, and to decide whether or not the negroes, who are
alleged to be wrongfully held in bondage, shall be set free ; and the decision of the
Court in such case shall be held good and valid, notwithstanding the absence of the
parties, and shall be carried into effect accordingly.

ARTICLE 3.

Her Catholic Majesty shall, within weeks after the exchange of the ratifi-
cations of this Convention, promulgate a decree, giving authority to the Mixed
COIII"t‘Of Justice to enforce the execution of its decisions, in accordance with the
provisions contained in the preceding Articles.
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Second Enclosure in No. 2.

Mr. Turnbull to Viscount Palmerston. ,
My Lorp, London, Mareh 18, 1840.

IN consequence of Lord Leveson’s letter of the 10th March, 1840, the
Undersigned has the honour to submit the following statement to your Lordship,
in elucidation of the plan he has conceived for the suppression of the African Slave
Trade :— ‘

From the great and increasing amount of this Trade, the evils of which have only
been aggravated by the various attempts that Lave hitherto been made to restrain it,
the Undersigned submits he is entitled to assume, that the true principle, on which
an effective measure of abolition should be based, has not yet been disclosed. He
will not assert that the plan he has now to bring forward is free from all difficulty,
but he confidently maintains, that there is no difficulty attending it which cannot be
easily surmounted, if the Government will consent to .apply to it the mere moral
force at its disposal.

The lever, with which it is proposed to overthrow this colossal grievance, is to be
found among the simplest elements of economical science. It is by cutting off
the demand for victims that the supply is to be suppressed. 1t is by making the
purchaser and posséssor of an African slave insecure in the enjoyment of his
unlawful acquisition, that he is to be deterred from paying the price. It is by
demonstrating to the slave dealer, that imported Africans will no longer be a
marketable commodity, and by that process alone, that he will willingly abandon a
trade which has ceased to be profitable.

The great consumers of African slaves are the Empire of Brazil, and the Colonial
Dependencies of Spain.

The white inhabitants of the Brazilian Empire begin to be sensible of the immi-
nent danger to which they will expose themselves, if they persevere ‘much longer
in adding to the disproportionate amount of their negro population, by the toleration
of the African Slave Trade. With St. Domingo before their eyes, we have a rea-
sonable guarantee of the sincerity of the professions of His Imperial Majesty’s
Government in favour of a system of absolute suppression. :

‘The case is somewhat different with regard to the Colonial Dependencies of
Spain. In Cuba the white and colonial portions of the population are nearly
balanced in numerical strength. In Porto Rico the negroes are far outnumbered
by the inhabitants of European descent. In both islands, but especially in Cuba,
the natural desire for independence has of late years been stimulated into passion, by
the intolerable burthen of the fiscal exactions, which have been levied for the
purpose of defraying the charges of a war in another hemisphere, in which they feel
no interest. ‘

It is in consequence of this state of things, that the sincerity of the professions of
the Government of Her Catholic Majesty, on the subject of the suppression of the
Slave Trade, is liable to reasonable suspicion. The planters of Cuba and Porto
Rico, wherever their estates are fully and properly peopled, with a just proportion
between the sexes, in place of desiring the continuance of the Slave Trade, have a
direct and obvious interest in its suppression.

On the neighbouring continent, within two days’ sail of the Havana, the average
value of a field slave is, at least, a thousand dollars. In Cuba the effect of the com-
petition of the slave dealers with each other, is to reduce the value of an imported
African to less than the third part of that amount.

The high prices of slaves in those States of North America which adjoin the
Gulph of Mexico is still maintained, in spite of the well known fact, that in the
breeding districts of Maryland and Virginia the negro population is found to increase
in a duplicate ratio, as compared with the inhabitants of those regions of European
descent. . :

The planters of Cuba are aware, that the negro population of Virginia has long
been doubling itself every 12 years and a half, while the white inhabitants require
25 years to accomplish the process of duplication.

There is nothing in the climate of Cuba to prevent a similar rate of increase of
the negroes. 'There is nothing, in short, but the cheapness of labour, arising from
the toleration of the African Trade, which prevents the proprietors of old planta-
tions in Cuba, from throwing themselves with confidence on the principle of
propagation. : .

Here the Undersigned desires respectfully to guard himself against the supposition
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of his being the apologist of slavery, under any circumstances, or with any degree of
modification. His present business is to fieal with the African Slave Trade, and to
suggest a practicable mode of accomplishing its suppression. In the proper place,
and at the proper period, he does not despair of being able to demonstrate, that, by
a resort to sound principles, the practice of slavery itself may be rooted out, in those
very countries whose social and political institutions are now so intimately blended
with it. '

The Undersigned has not engaged in this conflict without endeavouring to
measure the strength of the adversaries, with whom he will have to contend. Of
these he perceives there are several classes.

The mere dealer in slaves, the man who invests his capital in the building and
outfit of fast-sailing clippers, in manning them with their ruffian crews, in loading
them with cargoes of rum or gunpowder, and in devoting himself to the study of
international Treaties and preventive laws, for the sole purpose of evading them, is
not by any means to be regarded as a very formidable antagonist. The terms of
coward and capitalist were never more truly convertible, than in the person of the
trafficker in slaves. IHe may hire the hands of ruffians and outeasts to hazard their
lives in his service; but his money he will not peril without the assurance of
a profitable return. That object he finds the means of accomplishing, either by
spreading the risk over a sufficient number of separate adventures, or by abandoning
a portion of the gain he contemplates, in the shape of premiums of insurance, to joint
stock companies or private underwriters.

Another class of opponents will be found among the ministerial and judicial
servants of the Spanish Government. Their superiors in the mother country have
ingeniously made it the interest of a great number of these public functionaries, to
evade the execution of the laws, and convert that evasion into a fruitful source of
profit, the better to secure the retention of the island in Her Catholic Majesty’s
dependence.

Inasmuch, however, as the existence of the Court of Mixed Commission at the
Havana, with all its acknowledged imperfections, has had the effect, during the 20
years elapsed since its creation, of disappointing the cupidity of these venal funec-
tionaries, to- a very considerable extent, the Undersigned sees no reason to doubt,
that with the improved machinery he proposes to introduce, this iniquitous source
of profit will be completely dried up and extinguished.

Before entering on the specification of the nature of this machinery, it may not
be inconvenient to indicate the first and most important step of the process he pro-
poses to follow. '

It is asserted by many of our most eminent philanthropists that, according to the
spirit of our existing Treaties with Spain, we are entitled to demand the instant
Liberation of every individual consigned to slavery in any part of the Spanish
dependencies since the date of the first of these Conventions. To this argument
it would not be easy to offer a satisfactory reply. For the present, however, the
Undersigned is content to cut off the source of future importation, and to leave
this an open question, to be agitated by others. Should the humble voice of the
Undersigned be ever entitled to share in the decision, he trusts he need not say
with what cordiality he would give it in the affirmative.

Let us not embarrass ourselves, however, with too much work at a time. The
most convenient moment for discussing it, will be after the channels of importation
shall have been cut off, and after the enormous masses of capital, at this moment
engaged in the trade to Africa, shall have been finally drawn off, to find their due
level in the great money markets of the world. ' :

According to the views of the Undersigned, the Courts of Mixed Commission
at the Havana and Rio de Janeiro, which, under the operation of existing Treaties,
have gradually been sinking into a state of listless inactivity, will at once be raised -
to a degree of efficiency and vigour, which they have not possessed at any period of
their existence.

The plan of the Undersigned is, by the negotiation of new Conventions, or of
additional clauses to existing Treaties, to confer on these Courts the power of
enforcing the law of the country in which they sit, by declaring that A., B., or C.,
the inmate of a barracoon, or a labourer on a plantation, is not a native creole, but
has been introduced into the country, in violation of law and treaty. He would
farther propose that the onus of proving a lawful dominion over the slave should
be thr_own on the party claiming it; that, in short, there should be a legal pre-
Sumption in favour of freedom ; and there can be the less objection to introduce
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and recognise this principle in the treaty he recommends for negotiation, inasmuch
as he has been informed by the eminent Spanish jurisconsults, with whom he has
advised on the subjeet, that the presumption of freedom, in the absence of proof to
the contrary, is already the right of every inhabitant of Her Catholic Majesty’s
dominions. ~ Happily, however, for the cause of humanity, it is matter of notoriety
among persons conversant with the subject, that a fresh imported, or bozal, negro
can, for many years after his arrival in America, be distinguished at a glance from
the native creoles. The distinction is, in fact, so clear, that the mere presentation
of the individual in Court, without a word of evidence as to the place of his birth,
would, in most cases, be sufficient to determine his condition,

Should Her Majesty’s Government be induced to enter on such a negotiation,
the true grounds and motives for the opposition to be expected from the Govern-
ment of Her Catholic Majesty will not, in all probability, be openly avowed. It
will never be admitted, that a clandestine encouragement of the worst practices of
the Slave Trade is rendered necessary, by a sort of -political necessity, in order to
repress the aspirations of the creole population of Cuba, for that sort of inde-
pendence which the other Spanish provinces of America have already achieved.

Neither will it be pretended, that the continuance of the Slave Trade is neces-
sary to the successful cultivation of the soil, in presence of the facts, already alluded
to, of the rapid increase of the negro population in the neighbouring states of the
North American Union.

The ostensible, ground of opposition will probably be confined to a pretended
fear of discontent and insurrection, on the part of those slaves who will not be
entitled to a declaration of freedom in their favour, in consequence of the place of
their birth, or the date of their introduction. Her Catholic Majesty’s Government
have constantly professed as ardent a desire as our own, -fo concur in all the
measures of suppression already proposed ; and yet the fact is undeniable, that in
place of being diminished or modified by any of the measures of restraint, which
have hitherto been resorted to, the evil is actually on the increase—a position satis-
factorily established by the progressive nature of the official returns of the amount
of the slave population. The arguments that may be drawn from a pretended fear
of discontent and insurrection, may be answered by the fact, that it is the wild and
savage African alone whose removal we propose, and that it is no part of our plan
to disturb the econdition of the comparatively civilized creole. It is besides by
units, and not by cargoes, that the process of liberation will take place, so that the
proceedings under the new Treaty will be much less alarming in their general
aspect, or their individual amount, than those already sanctioned by existing
Conventions.

As the proceedings of the Court of Mixed Commission, however, have hitherto
been conducted in strict conformity with the Spanish principle, of closed doors,
written pleadings, and secret deliberations, it might possibly be advisable to adhere
to the established practice, inasmuch as opposition would thereby be disarmed, and
the presence of a British prosecutor, and one or more British Judges, would afford
a sufficient guarantee for their perfect regularity. The mere existence of the
Court for upwards of 20 years, in the course of which discussions have fre-
quently arisen, affecting the freedom of entire cargoes of Africans, without pro-
ducing a single practical evil, to give the Captain-General or the Government any
substantive cause of complaint, appears to the Undersigned to afford a broad basis,
on which the demand for the enlargement of the powers of the Court may be con-
veniently founded. The great advantage of proceeding by units, and not by
masses, s, that every individual liberation would amount to the assertion of a vital
prineiple, without afferding any reasonable pretext for apprehension or alarm.

It may not be easy to suggest any better expedient, than that already recognised by
Treaty, for the case of a difference of opinion between the two Commissary Judges.
It is true that in doubtful cases a decided leaning has been observed, on the part
of the Spanish members of the Court, towards the acquittal of the prizes brought
up for condemnation, and there may, therefore, be some reason fo. apprehend a
corresponding disposition to resist the liberation of the negro clients of the British
prosecutor, as often as a sufficient air of doubt can be thrown over the case, to
justify the hesitation of the Spanish Commissary Judge. On the very worst sup-
position which it is possible to conceive, the drawing of lots for the choice of the
arbitrator, would be resorted to in every case, without a single exception. The
past practice of the Spanish Judges, however indefensible in many particular
instances, has never yet been carried to this systematic extreme ; and, in fairness,
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it cannot be said there is any just reason to anticipate such an unheard of degree
of pertinacity for the future. But suppose, for a moment, that the Spanish J udﬁe
and the Spanish Arbitrator were to be for ever deaf to the calls of duty and the
evidence of fact; it results from the mere doctrine of chances, which, when applied
to thousands of cases, becomes infallible, that one half of the whole of those to be
thus presented to the Mixed Court for adjudication, would be decided in favour of
the liberty of the slave. Now, the systematic liberation of one half only of the
future importations would be perfectly sufficient to prevent the planter from paying
a ‘remunerating price to the dealer or importer; and hence it is demonstrated, that
the system of the Undersigned must be fatal to the trade. »

Objections of a dilatory nature may of course be expected on the part of Her
Catholic Majesty’s Ministers, at the outset of this negotiation. The necessity or
convenience of consulting the Governors and Captains-General of their trans-
atlantic possessions, will probably be urged as a reason for withholding their
immediate assent to a proposition, which is calculated to affect the future interests
and prosperity of the Spanish West India Colonies.

To render this pretence unavailing, the Undersigned is strongly of opinion, that
the past and future importations of slaves into these colonies, should be separated
from each other by a broad line of distinction, and that the object of the proposed
negotiation should be exclusively confined to the case of future importations. The
most convenient ferminus a quo, would probably be, the date of the first official
note of the British Ambassador, directing the attention of Her Catholic Majesty’s
Government to the subject. .

Were it consistent with the duties, or the dignity, of a Cabinet Minister, to under-
take such a mission, the Undersigned would respectfully suggest, that the well-earned

opularity of the Lord Privy Seal with the Spanish nation, would. convert in kLis
Eordship’s hands a tedious and difficult task, into an easy and instantaneous operation.
Before his Lordship’s arrival, the mind of the Spanish people might be prepared
for his reception, through the medium of the Peninsular press. His re-appearance
in Madrid would become a sort of triumphal entry; and the great and-interesting
object of his embassy would be accomplished, under the influence of the first burst
of national enthusiasm. In hazarding the prediction, the Undersigned has not
spoken without some knowledge of the Spanish character ; nor without an intimate
personal acquaintance with the machinery of the Peninsular press; it was his
fortune to be a resident in Madrid, during the period of the negotiation of the
Treaty of 1835. :

Belore closing this paper, the Undersigned entreats your Lordship’s indulgent
attention to a {few of the collateral advantages, which are destined to result from.
the adoption of his plan.

1. The whole of the naval force, so unprofitably, so injuriously employed in the
ineffectual blockade of a whole continent on one side, of two large islands and a
vast empire on the other, would be liberated from duties, involving great loss of
human life, and a heavy charge to the state, without any corresponding benefit in
the shape of honour or profit; and would either be rendered disposable for services
more useful to the country, or would produce a proportional saving of the national
expenditure.

2. The commercial interests of the country are deeply injured by this toleration
of a trade, with the practice of which Her Majesty’s subjects refuse to pollute
themselves. '

The honour of Her Majesty’s Crown is grievously tarnished by the habitual
disregard of the solemn treaties, which Her Majesty, and Her Royal Predecessors,
have concluded and ratified for its suppression.  These interests will be protected,
that honour will be saved, by the adoption of a sound system of abolition.

3. In the department of Foreign Affairs, a vast amount of labour would be
saved to the principal Secretary of State, by rendering it unnecessary to continue
those widely ramified negotiations, throughout the civilized world, the object of
which is to create a universal league for the suppression of the Slave Trade. The
unprofitable labour of our Foreign Embassies and Legations would equally be
spared, and a similar saving would be effected in the Colonial departments of the

overnment. o

4. The state of our relations with Spain would be greatly improved. The sup-
pression of the Slave Trade, and the progressive civilization of the ereole negroes,
to the total exclusion of any intermixture of savage Africans, would liberate the
greater part of the overgrown garrisons of the Havana, and of the outports of
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Cuba and Porto Rico ; and would thus go far to enable the Spanish Government
to satisfy their foreign creditors. If any serious difficulty presented itself in the
course of the negotiation, the Undersigned  submits that the incalculable impor-
tance of the object, would justify the Government either in threatening on the
one hand,. to recognize and guarantee the independence of Cuba, in case of .
refusal ; or in undertaking on the other, as the price of her consent to an effectual
and bond fide suppression, to secure the mother country in the possession of this
valuable dependency, as long as it remained practically free from the stain of
Slave Trading. . ,

5. The existing differences with Portugal, our ancient ally, arising out of the
infringement of our Slave Trade Treaties, would be adjusted in the simplest
and most satisfactory manner, by the total extinction of the original cause of

varrel.

1 6. A fruitful source of discord with the United States of America would like-
wise be extinguished by the peaceful mode of suppression, which the Undersigned
recommends. The law of last Session with reference to Portugal, is evidently
destined to throw the whole of the carrying trade in slaves, directly or indirectly,
into the hands of the Americans. The discussions which are sure to arise out of
this state of things will serve to embitter the Boundary question ; uniting the in-
habitants of the Southern States and of the Atlantic cities with the belligerents of
Maine, and the manufacturing interests of New England, in their no longer latent
desire of an open rupture with Great Britain.

7. But the crowning advantage to arise from the peaceful solution of this
quaestio vezata ought rather to be regarded as direct than collateral. The intro-
duction into the interior of Africa of habits of peace and order, Christianity and
civilization will be the inevitable result of suppression. A taste for foreign luxuries
is already implanted in the mind of the native African. To obtain the enjoyment
of them, he resorts to war and rapine; to the capture and sale of his fellow-
creatures. 'The taste will remain, after the medium of exchange has lost its
valte; the arts of peace will take the place of deeds of violence ; and the
humanizing influence of lawful commerce will follow in the steps of the man-
stealer.

In laying this statement before your Lordship, the Undersigned dishurthens his
mind of the high responsibility, which has never ceased to press on it from the
moment that his views have reached a reasonable degree of maturity. That
responsibility he respectfully transfers to your Lordship, and with it, the immortal
honour of accomplishing the extinction of the greatest practical evil that ever
afflicted mankind.

The British Minister who shall accomplish an object, which has engaged the
attention of statesmen and philanthropists for the last half century, defeating the
ingenuity of the one, and disappointing the zeal of the other, will be hailed by his
contemporaries as the benefactor of his race, and will send down his name with
glory, to the latest posterity. The British Minister who should lightly reject the
first practical remedy that has ever been brought forward, if its soundness and
efficacy should afterwards be demonstrated, would not only throw away the wreath
prepared for his acceptance ; but would justly expose himself to the most serious
reproach.

The Undersigned, &e.

(Signed) D. TURNBULL.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.
No. 3.
Viscount Palmerston to General Alava.
Sir, Foreign Office, May 30, 1840.

I HAVE the honour toacknowledge the receipt of your note of the 13th instant,
complaining, onthe part of the Government of Her Catholic Majesty, ofthe conduct
of the commander of Her Majesty’s ship * Cleopatra,” in having broken open the
sealed envelope of the register of the Spanish brig « Iberia,” while searching that
vessel on suspicion of Slave Trade. Ihave forwarded to the Admiralty a copy of your
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communication, in order that inquiry may be made into the case ; ahd I shall
communicate to you the result thereof as soon as it shall be made known to me.

I am, &e.
General Alava, : (Signed) PALMERSTON.
&e. &e. §e. '

No. 4.

Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston.
Madrid, May 23, 1840.
My Lorp, ' (Received June 1.)
REFERRING to my first Despatch, of the 18th ultimo, I have the honour to
enclose a copy and translation of the Note which I have received from M. Perez
de Castro, in answer to mine of the 15th ultimo, respecting the conduct observed
by the authorities of Cuba, towards the negroes captured in 1832, on board the
slave vessel «“ IVegrito.”
I have, &e.
: (Signed) ARTHUR ASTON.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.

v Enclosure in No. 4.
(Translation) M. Perex de Castro to the British Minister.

SIR, Modrid, May 19, 1840.
: I mAvVE had the honour to receive the Note, which you were pleased to
address to me on the 15th ultimo, in which you state, that you had received.
instructions from your Government to call the attention of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment to the conduct, which has been observed by the authorities of Cuba towards
the negroes, captured in 1832 on board the slave vessel, called Negrito.”

Desirous of answering this remonstrance in a proper manner, and sith a full
knowledge of the facts, I have transmitted to the Captain-general of the Island of
Cuba a copy of your Note, directing him, by Her Majesty’s command, to report
circumstantially to the office under my charge, with regard to the facts therein
specified, in order that should they be well founded, Her Majesty’s Government
may give due satisfaction to the remonstrance of that of Her Britannic Majesty,
- addressed through your worthy medium.

I avail, &e.
(Signed) EVARISTO PEREZ DE CASTRO.

The British Minister,

&e.  &c. Qe

No. 5.

Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston.
Madrid, May 23, 1840,
My Lozp, : (Received June 1.)
ReFERRING to my second Despatch, of the 18th ultimo, I have the honour
to enclose a copy and translation of the Note, which I have received from M. Perez
de Castro, in answer to mine of the 15th ultimo, urging the Spanish Government
to comply with the repeated wishes of Her Majesty’s Government, that they would

consent to place the negroes, emancipated by sentence of the Mixed Commission at
the Havana, under British protection.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ARTHUR ASTON.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
Ge. &e. &e.

Crass B. C
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Enclosure in No. 5.

(Translation.) M. de Castro to the British Minister.
SIR, Madrid, May 19, 1840.

I 1AvE had the honour to receive the Note, which you were pleased to address
40 me on the 15th ultimo, in which, taking into consideration the one which I trans-
mitted to Mr. Jerningham on the 19th of said month in answer to his of the 5th
January last, relative to the offer made by Her Britannic Majesty's Government to
take charge of the negroes emancipated by the Mixed Commission at the Havana,
uyo again urge the Government of Her Catholic Majesty to accede to the repeated
wishes of the British Government, not only with respect to the Africans of the
« Negrito,” but also to the other negroes who may be in a similar case.

Her Majesty’s wishes being unalterable that the Treaty respecting the traffic in
negroes, entered into with her august friend and ally the Queen of Great
Britain, should be faithfully and exactly fulfilled, and observing a want of con-
formity between the facts indicated in your Note and what has been stated to Her
Majesty’s Government, I have, under this date, directed the Captain-general of the
Tsland of Cuba to examine scrupulously the remonstrance, which you have addressed
to me, in order to satisfy it, if the facts alleged should so demand, and, in the
contrary event, to report very minutely to Her Majesty’s Government, who, always
desirous of removing every founded complaint on the part, of the British Govern-
ment, will answer your above-mentioned Note conformably to the data and
information they may receive from the said Captain-general. ;

7 I avail myself, &ec.
(Signed) EVARISTO PEREZ DE CASTRO.

The British Minister,
&e. &e. e

No. 6.
My, Aston to Viscount Palmerston.
' . Madrid, May, 30, 1840.
My Lorp; : ' (Received June 7.)

REFERRING to Mr. Jerningham’s Despatch, of the 14th March last, I have
the honour to enclose a copy and translation of the Note which I have received from
M. Perez de Castro, in answer to that which was addressed to his Excellency by
Mr. Jerningham, on the 9th March last, upon the subject of an undertaking said
to have been set on foot at the Havana, for the purpose of supplying the Island of
Cuba with slaves, and with the view of fitting out armed vessels, to act as pirates
against. British commerce.

I have, &c.
. (Signed) ARTHUR ASTON.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., ‘
&e.. &e. &e.
Enclosure in No. 6.
(Translation.) M. Perexs de Castro to Mr. Aston.
SIr, ' Madrid, May 24, 1840.

1 HASTEN to acquaint you, in answer to your esteemed Note of the 9th
March last, that under this date I transmit the necessary order to the Captain-
general of the Island of Cuba, for the purpose of his inquiring into, and Imme-
diately reporting to me, with regard to the undertaking denounced by you in said
Note, as existing at the Havana, for the purpose of supplying that island with
slaves, and with the object of fitting out some small vessels as pirates against
British commerce.

As soon as I receive an answer from the above superior military authority of the
Island of Cuba, 1 shall hasten to communicate to you the result of the same.
T avail myself, &e.
(Signed) EVARISTO PEREZ DE CASTRO.
The British Minister,
&e. &ec. Qe
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No. 7.

Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston.
Madrid, June 13, 1840.

My Lorp, (Received June 24.)

I vosT no time upon the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch, -of the
25th ultimo, in submitting to M. Perez de Castro the draft of the Conven-
tion, having for object to invest the Mixed Court of Justice, established at the
Havana, with authority to investigate the cases of negroes who are held in slavery
in the island, and to declare whether such negroes have or have not been imported
into that island since the 20th October, 1820, and whether, therefore, they ought or
ought not to be restored to freedom.

His Excellency said he regretted he should not be able to inform me of the
decision of the Spanish Government previous to the departure of the Queen
Regent, but he assured me that he would take the proposal into immediate con-
- sideration. .

I have left a copy of the draft of the Convention in his Excellency’s hands.

I have, &e.
(Signed) ARTHUR ASTON.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&c. &e. &e.
No. 8.
Viscount Palmerston to General Alava.
Str, | Foreign Office, June 29, 1840.

I HEREWITH transmit to you copy of a Despatch, and of its Enclosures,
from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana, containing a correspondence
with the Captain-general of Cuba, respecting the vessel, the “ Tres de Febreiro,”
which, it appears, had landed upwards of 400 negroes, near Mariel, a port about
12 leagues from the Havana. . .

I request that you will bring under the notice of the Government of Her
Catholic Majesty this apparent connivance of the authorities of Cuba. in Slave
Trade.

I have, &ec.
General Alava, (Signed) PALMERSTON.,

&e. &e. Ge.

Enclosure in No. 8.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.

Havana, April 20, 1840,
(See Class A.)

No. 9.

Viscount PalMérstan to General Alavea.
Sir, Foreign Offfice, June 29, 1840.

1 HEREWITH transmit to you copy of a Despatch, and of its Enclosures,
from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana, containing a correspondence,
which those gentlemen have held with the Captain-general of Cuba, in pursuance
of a desire which they expressed on the part of Her Majesty’s Government, that
the Brief of the Pope interdicting the Slave Trade should be published in the
hewspapers of Cuba. ' ‘
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I request that you will bring under the notice of the Government of Her Catholic
Majesty, this fresh instance of the disinclination of the Government of Cuba, to

take any step whatever to discourage the Slave Trade.
I have, &ec.
General Alava, (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&e. &e. §e.

Enclosure in No. 9.
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.
Havana, April 20, 1840.
(See Class A.)

No. 10.
General Alava to Viscount Palmersion.

81, Harley Street, July 1, 1840,
My Lorp, (Received July 8.)

HE recibido con la nota fecha 29 de Junio ultimo, que se ha servido V. E.
dirigirme,los documentos que la acompafian, manifestandome en ellos que el Capitan-
general de Cuba no ha accedido 4 los deseos de los Comisionados del Gobierno de
Su Majestad Briténica en la Habana, encaminados 4 que se insertare en los pe-
riodicos de Cuba el Breve de Su Santidad, prohibiendo el trafico de negros; y
presentando V. E. esta conducta como una nueva prueba de lo poco dispuestas que
est4n las autoridades superiores de Cuba, a adoptar medidas para la abolicion del
trafico de esclavos.

Siendo esta cuestion de suma y trascendental importancia para el Gobierno de
Su Majestad Catolica, por que 4 ella estén ligadas'las prerrogativas y derechos
mas esenciales de la potestad regia, se hace indispensable el que dé 4 V. E.
algunasligeras esplicaciones, para que enterado delos principios fundamentales en que
estriba la legislacion internacional entre Espafia y la Santa Sede, pueda V. E. decidir
por si, hasta que punto merece el Capitan-General de Cuba los graves cargos
que se le hacen indirectamente por los Comisionados del Gobierno Britanico en
la Habana. Los reyes de Espafia temiendo que & la sombra de la religion, se
usurpasen la jurisdicion y regalias de la Corona, con detrimento de la Soberania de
1a nacion y de la tranquilidad publica, han procurado desde hace siglos, con incesante
desvelo y vigor, contener dentro de justos limites las pretensiones de Roma :. y como
en los decretos pontificios, canonicamente espedidos, pudieran intercalarse macsimas
y doctrinas atentatorias 4 la potestad regia, la Corona de Espafia se ha opuesto
siempre 4 que se recibiese en el reino ninguna espedicion de la Curia Romana, que
no hubiere sido pedida y viniere por el conducto de los Embajadores o agentes de
Su Majestad. ~ Asi es que los reyes de Espafia mas celosos defensores de la religion
Catolica como un Felipe Se%undo y un Carlos Tercero han dictado leyes muy sabias,
para evitar que so color del bien espiritual de los pueblos la sagaz y habil corte de
Roma estendiere su autoridad : y entre aquellas la mas principal, la que se ha
observado siempre con mas rigor, como que es el verdadero paladium de la potestad
regia, ha sido la ley del reino que manda que ningun breve o espedicion de la
Curia Romana sea publicada en Espafia ni en sus dominios, sino ha sido antes
ecsaminado por el consejo de Castilla, por la Camara 6 alguno de los primeros
tribunales, y aprobado por la Corona, quien concede el exequatur.

Por esta razon, y sabiendo sin duda el Capitan-General de Cuba cuan celosa é
inecsorable ha sido siempre la corte “de Espafia en el sostenimiento de sus
prerogativas temporales se neg 4 la publicacion del Breve de Su Santidad ; y si
de otro medo hubiera obrado, se habria hecho un criminal en alto grado. Lejos
pues, my Lord, de proceder en esta ocasion ligeramente 6 con mala voluntad, ha
arreglado su conducta 4 las leyes del reino, protectoras de los derechos del trono,
obrando al propio tiempo con tal pulso y templanza que antes de contestar dla
nota de los comisionados Ingleses oy previamente el parecer del Consejero legal,
y conformandose con &l, di6 la respuesta que le dictaba su deber.

Suponen los Comisionados que el Breve de Su Santidad ha sido publicado por
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la prensa Espafiola; pero V. E. sabe que en la peninsula no ecsiste la censura, y
- que por lotanto los periodicos pueden muy bien insertar los documentos que aparecen
en los papeles publicos de Europa. ‘ , . )

La misma gaceta del Gobierno se compone de dos partes, una oficial y otra libre
- y hasta cierto'punto independiente : en la primera, bajo el epigrafe de articulos de
oficio, se insertan todos los actos gubernativos, y aun en este caso las vautoridadesl
de Su Majestad no deben dar cumplimiento 4 dichos actos y ordenes, sino hasta que
le. sean comunicados oficialmente por las autoridades superiores de quienes
dependen. ..

Persuadome por lo tanto de que V. E., como miembro del gabinete de una nacion
donde los dereehos y prerogativas reales son respetados de todo el mundo, y que
sabe hacerlas respetar a cualquiera que osare infringirlas. No podr4 estrafiar, en
vista de lo que dejo manifestado, que el Capitan-General de una posesion Espafiola,
tan distante de su metropoli, cumpla religiosamente con las leyes del reino, princi-

" palmente cuando versan sobre asunto tan vital.

Si en tiempos en que reinaba la mayor armonia entre la Corona de Espafia y la
Santa Sede, ha sido aquella tan celosa de sus prerogativas y tan severa en punto
4 los Breves de Su Santidad, no puede ocultarse al recto y esclarecido discernimiento
de V. E. que la Corte de Espafia debe ser mucho mas severa en estos tiempos en
que Su Santidad no solamente no ha reconocido, en su calidad de principe temporal,
el gobierno de Su Majestad la reina Dotia Ysabel Segunda, sino que como cabeza
de la iglesia se ha negado 4 confirmar los Arzobispos y Obispos, nombrados por
Su Majestad para ocupar las Sedes vacantes por muerte de sus predecesores, y que
por este acto y otros muchos se ha declarado en guerra abierta contra el Gobierno-
de la Reina de Espaiia.

Los Comisionados Ingleses, con solo haber consultado & cualquier letrado
Espafiol, se hubieran cerciorado de que no es la buena 6 mala voluntad del
Capitan-General de Cuba sino las leyes del Reino y su deber, los que han dictado
su contestacion ; y por mi parte conozco demasiado los principios que dirijen al
Gobierno de Su Majestad Britanica, para no saber que ni remotamente puede
ecsijir que una autoridad Espafiola falte 4 las obligaciones que le impone su
destino. '

Pero hay una consideracion que debo someter al alto juicio & imparcialidad de
V. E. por que no puede menos de tenerse presente en un asunto que envuelve en si
la conservacion para la Espafia de una Colonia tan preciosa, ultimo resto de tantas
como poseia no ha muchos afios en el continente Americano. La medida que se -
propone, servira, mas que & destruir el trafico de esclavos, que nadie desaprueba
€omo yo, & causar una perturbacion general y poner en grave riesgo la conservacion
de la 1sla de Cuba, por que al paso que es aquella un incentivo para la rebelion de
los negros, no puede menos de infundir el alarma entre los propietarios.

Apesar de lo que dejo dicho 4 V. E., me apresuraré 4 llenar los desios que me
manifiesta en su citada nota, transmitiendolo asi como los documentos que la
acompafian, al Gobiernode Su Majestad.

' Aprovecho, &c.

(Signed) MIGUEL DE ALAVA.

(Translation.) 81, Harley Street, July 1, 1840.
My Lorp, ' - (Received July 3.)

I HAVE received the Note, dated the 20th June last, which your Excellency
addressed to me, together with documents which accompany it, which show that
the Captain-General of Cuba has not acceded to the desire of the Commissioners
of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government at the Havana, the object of which was
that there should be inserted in the papers of Cuba the Brief of his Holiness, pro-
hxbltmg the Slave Trade; this conduct being represented by your Esxcellency as
3 new proof of the little disposition felt by the higher authorities of Cuba, to adopt
measures for the abolition of the Slave Trade. ,

his question being one of high and transcendant importance to the Govern-
ment of Her Catholic Majesty, inasmuch as it involves the most essential pre-
rogatives and rights of the royal authority, it becomes indispensable that I should
give your Excellency some slight explanations, in order that your Excellency,
¢ng made thoroughly acquainted with the fundamental principles, upon which
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the International Code between Spain and the Holy See is founded, may be able
to decide for yourself up to what point the Captain-General merits the grave
charges, which are indirectly brought against him by the British Commissioners
at the Havana, \ .

The Kings of Spain fearing that, under the shadow of religion, the jurisdiction
and royal rights of the Crown might be usurped, to the detriment of the supreme
power of the nation, and of the public tranquillity, have managed, for centuries
past, with incessant vigilance and vigour, to restrain, within just limits, the
pretentions of Rome; and as maxims and doctrines contrary to the royal power
might be inserted in the Pontifical Decrees canonically issued, the Crown of Spain
has always opposed itself to the reception into the kingdom of any Bull from the
Roman Curia, which has not been asked for, and which does not come through
the channel of the Ambassador or Agents of Her Majesty.

Thus those Kings of Spain who were the most zealous defenders of the Catholic
religion, such as was Philip the Second and Charles the Third, have dictated
very sage laws, to prevent the sagacious and clever Court of Rome from extending
its authority, under colour of the spiritual good of the people.

Among these laws the principal one, and that which has always been observed
with the most strictness, as being the true palladinm of the royal power, has been
the law of the kingdom, which ordains that no Brief or Bull of the Roman Curia
shall be published in Spain, nor in her dominions, until it has been first examined
by the Council of Castille, by the Chamber, or one of the principal tribunals, and
approved by the Crown, who grants the Exequatur.

The Captain-General of Cuba, for this reason, and, being doubtless aware how
jealous and inexorable the Court of Spain has always been in supporting its tem-
poral prerogatives, set himself against the publication of the Brief of his Holiness ;
and if he had acted in any other manner he would have been wrong in a high
degree. Besides, my Lord, far from proceeding on this occasion carelessly or
with ill-will, he regulated his conduct by the laws of the kingdom which protect
the rights of the Throne, acting at the proper time with such firmness and tem-
perance that, before answering the Note of the English Commissioners, he pre-
viously heard the opinion of the legal Assessor, and, in conformity therewith, gave
the answer dictated to him by his duty. ‘

The Commissioners suppose that the Brief of his Holiness has been published
by the press in Spain; but your Excellency knows that the censure does not exist
in the Peninsula, and that at present the periodicals can easily insert documents
which appear in the public papers of Europe. The “ Gaceta del Gobierno”
itself is composed of two parts, one official and the other free, and, up to a certain
point, independent. In the former, under the title of Official Documents, are
ihserted all Acts of the Government; and even in this case the authorities of Her
Majesty ought not to give fulfilment to the said Acts and Orders, until they are
officially communicated to them by the higher authorities, on whom they are
dependent.

I now persuade myself that your Excellency, as a Member of the Cabinet of a
nation, in which the royal rights and prerogatives are respected by all the world,
and which knows how to make them to be respected by whoever may dare to
infringe them, cannot be surprised, seeing what [ have made manifest, that the
Captain-General of a Spanish possession so distant from his metropolis should
comply religiously with the laws of the kingdom, particularly those relating to
such a vital subject. ' .

If in times when the greatest harmony reigned between the Crown of Spain
and the Holy See, the former has been so jealous of its prei'.o'gatives, and so severe
with: respect to the Briefs of his Holiness, it cannot be concealed from the right
and clear discernment of your Excellency, that the Court of Spain must be much
more severe in these times, in which his Holiness has not only recognised, in his
quality of temporal Prince, the Government of Her Majesty the Queen Donna
Isabella the Second, but has refused, as head of the Church, to confirm the Arch-
bishops and Bishops, named by Her Majesty to fill the sees vacant by the death of
their predecessors, and has, by this act and many others, declared himself at open
war against the Government of the Queen of Spain.

If the English Commissioners had only consulted any well-read Spaniard,
they would haye ascertained, that it is not the good or ill will of the Captain-
General of Cuba, but the laws of the kingdom, and his duty, which dietated
his opposition ; and, for my part, I know the principles which guide the Govern-
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ment of Her Britannic Majesty too well, not to know that it would not require,
-even remotely, that a Spanish authority should fail in the obligations imposed on
him by his station.

But there is one consideration which I ought to submit to the high judgment
and impartiality of your Excellency, because it cannot but present itself, in a matter
which involves the preservation to Spain of so precious a Colony, the last remains
of so many which she possessed not many years ago on the Continent of America.

The measure which is proposed will tend more to cause excitement, and to put
in serious_jeopardy the preservation of the Island of Cuba, than to destroy the
traffic in slaves; because, in the same degree that it is an incentive to the slaves to
rebel, it cannot but spread alarm among the proprietors. v

Notwithstanding what has been stated to your Excellency, I shall hasten to
fulfil the desires which you manifest in your Note above mentioned, by trans-
mitting it, together with the documents which accompany it, to the Government
of Her Majesty.

I avail myself, &c.
(Signed) MIGUEL ALAVA.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

&e. &e. &e.

No. 11.

General Alava to Viscount Palmerston.

Londres, 1 de Julio, 1840.

(Received July 3.)

EL Infrascrito Enviado Extraordinario y Ministro Plenipotenciario de
S. M. Catholica cerca de 8. M. Britanica, tiene la honra de presentar sus respetos
& S. E. el Sefior Vizconde de Palmerston, y de acusarle el reeibo de la nota que
con fecha 29 de Junio ultimo se ha servido dirigirle relativa al desembarque de
cuatrocientos negros en Ja Ysla de Cuba, sobre la qual versan los documentos que
la acompafian de la correspondencia que ha mediado entre el Capitan-General de
Cuba, y los Comisionados de S. M. Britanica.

Cumpliendo con los deseos manifestados por S. E. el Sefior Visconde de Pal-
‘merston, el Infraserito no perdera un instante en transmitirle 4 su Gobierno aquellos
Documentos llamando su atencion sobre su contenido: y aprovecha de esta ocasion
para reiterar & 8. E. el Senor Vizconde de Palmerston las seguridades de su mas.

alta consideracion.
(Signed) MIGUEL DE ALAVA.

(Translation.) London, July 1, 1840.
(Received July 3.)

. TeE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to present his respects to [his
Excellency Viscount Palmerston, and to acknowledge the receipt of the Note, which
he addressed to him under date of the 20th June last, relative to the disembarkation
of 400 negroes in the Island of Cuba, on which subject also were the copies, which
accompanied the Note, of the correspondence which has passed between the Captain-
General of Cuba and the Commissioners of Her Britannic Majesty.

Complying with the wishes manifested by his Excellency Viscount Palmerston,
the Undersigned will not lose an instant in transmitting to his Government those

Papers, calling its attention to their contents, and avails himself, &ec.

(Signed) "MIGUEL ALAVA.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.
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No. 12.
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston.
Sig, Foreign Office, August 6, 1840.

Witk reference to the Despatch from Mr. Jerningham, of the 11lth
January, 1840, on the subject of negroes imported into the Havana in the Por-
tuguese vessel, the Fecora,” and subsequently purchased by José Ruiz and
Pedro Montez, in order to be transported to another port in Cuba on board the
vessel the “ Amistad ;”

I herewith transmit to you the copy of a communication from the Colonial
department, from which it appears, that Pedro Montez is at present at liberty in
the Island of Cuba; and I have to desire that you will state this fact to the Spanish
Government, and call upon them to direct that Montez shall be prosecuted in the
proper public Courts of Cuba, for having transgressed the Spanish laws on Slave
Trade, by purchasing negroes newly imported from Africa, and by attempting to
convey them away as slaves.

I am, &c.
Arthur Aston, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&e. &ec. §e.

First Enclosure in No. 12.
Myr. Stephen to Mr. Backhouse. . -
Sir, Colonial Office, June 19, 1840.

Wit reference to your letter of the 7th of January respecting certain
negroes, who were taken on board the « Amistad,” by a schooner of the United
States, I am directed by Lord John Russell to transmit to you, for the information
of Viscount Palmerston, the copy of a letter on the subject, from Dr. Clarke, the
acting Superintendent of liberated Africans at the Havana.

' I have, &ec.
J. Backhouse, Esq., (Signed) JAMES STEPHEN.

&e. &e. §e.

Second Enclosure in No. 12.

Dr. D. R. Clarke to Lord John Russell.
My Lorp, ' Havana, May 12, 1840.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s Despatch of 15th Janu-
ary, 1840, on the subject of the negroes, who were taken on board the “ Amistad,”
by a schooner of the United States, accompanied by copies of the instructions which
Tord Palmerston had issued to Her Majesty’s Envoy at Washington and Chargé
&’ Affaives at Madrid, as to the course which they are to pursue in respect fo the
negroes in question, I am informed that José Ruiz, one of the purchasers in this
Ysland of the negroes in question, is still in gaol in the United States, under an
action brought against him for ill-treatment of those negroes, but that Montez, the
other purchaser and companion of Ruiz, is in this Island; and I regret to think
that, in as far as it depends on the Spanish Government, there is but little proba-
bility of his being brought to punishment, glaring and notorious as his infraction
of the law has been.

I have, &c.
(Signed) D. R. CLARKE.

The Right Hon. Lord John Russell,
&e. &e. &e.
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No. 18.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston.
SIR, Foreign Office, August 6, 1840.

I HEREWITH transmit to you, for communication to the Spanish Govern-
ment, copies of a Despatch, and of its Enclosures, Whiph I have received from Her
Majesty's Consul-General at the Canary Islands, stating that a vessel, called the
« Two Friends,” formerly employed in the Slave Trade, had sailed for the Cape
Verds, probably on a slave-trading voyage. :

You will draw the attention of the Spanish Government to the report, mentioned
by Mr. Bartlett, that vessels are about to sail from the Canaries for Africa, with the
intention of embarking slaves; and you will invite the Spanish Government to give
such directions to their authorities in the Canary Islands, as may be calculated to
prevent the proceedings in question.

I am, &e.
Aprthur Aston, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&e. &e. §e.

Enclosure®in No, 13

Mpr. Bartlett to Viscount Palmerston.
Teneriffe, June 30, 1840.
(See No. 36, page 31.)

No. 14.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston.
SIR, Foreign Office, August 13, 1840.
I HEREWITH transmit, for your information, two copies of two series of

Papers relating to the Slave Trade, which have been presented to the two Houses
of Parliament, during the present Session, by Her Majesty’s command,

I am, &ec.
Arthur Aston, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON.
&e. &e. §e. ’
No. 15.
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston.
Sir, - Foreign Offfice, September 5, 1840.

I HAVE to refer you to my Despatch to Mr. Southern, marked « Slave
Trade,” of the 17th October, 1839, directing him to propose to the Spanish Govern-
ment an Article explanatory of the Tenth Article of the Treaty of June, 1835, to
the effect that vessels shall be liable to seizure and condemnation, if they shall have
had on board, during the voyage on which they are captured, any of the things
enumerated in the said Tenth Article; and I herewith transmit to you, for com-
munication to the Spanish Government, and as a further instance of the importance
of concluding the proposed Article, a copy of a Despatch from Her Majesty’s
Commissioners at Sierra Leone, reporting the capture of the Spanish schooner
“ Catalana,” and the subsequent restoration of that vessel.

I am, &ec.
Arthur Aston, Esq., (Signed) PALMERSTON.

§e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 15.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.
Sterra Leone, May 13, 1839.
(See Class A, No. 37.)

Crass B. D
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NO; ]:6
Viscount Palmerston to General Alava.
SIR, Foreign Office, September 17, 1840.

I BEG to refer you to the Letter, which I addressed to you on the 30th May
last, informing you that inquiry would be made into the conduet of the Officer com-
manding Her Majesty’s ship « Cleopatra,” who, it was alleged, had broken open
the sealed cover of the Custom House clearance (Registro), belonging to the
Spanish brig « Iberia,” while searching that vessel on suspicion of Slave Trading ;
and I have now the honour to lay before you the following statement, which has
been made by the Officer in question, as to the circumstances under which that
proceeding took place. )

It appears that on the 23d of February Captain Lushington fell in with the
« Theria,” which he describes as a very suspicious-looking vessel, and he directed
Mr. Fordyce, his First-Lientenant, to board and search her, ordering him to bear
in.mind the Second Article of the instructions to cruizers, annexed to the Treaty of
1885 on Slave Trade, which prescribes that the search shall be conducted in the
mildest manner, and with every attention which ought to be observed between
allied and friendly nations.

When Lieutenant Fordyce returned to the « Cle;ol;l)atra,” he reported that the
brig he had boarded was the Iberia,” a well-known slaver, and that he had found
on board of her a quantity of plank fitted for a slave deck, also a number of casks
in_staves, either of which articles were sufficient to authorize her detention. But
the Master of the « Iberia” said that the plank and staves were part of his cargo,
and were noted as such in his Custom House clearance from Porto Rico, which he
produced sealed up. In order to verify the truth of the Master’s statement, the
cover of this paper was opened, and Captain Lushington, finding that the suspicious
Articles were mentioned therein, permitted the  Iberia” to proceed on her
voyage.

'%agptain Lushington observes, that the Custom House clearance is one of the
documents, which merchant ships are compelled to carry in order to prove the
legality of their proceedings, if challenged by a man of war; and that it is not
customary to put such documents in a sealed cover, and he adds that the Master
made no remonstrance or objection to the cover being opened, either at the time of
the search, or afterwards, when Her Majesty’s ship ¢ Cleopatra,” and the ¢ Tberia”
were lying together in the harbour of the Havana.

I have the honour to request that you will communicate the above statement to
the Government of Her Catholic Majesty, and that you will express the confidence
of Her Majesty’s Government, that the Spanish Government will consider that,
under the cireumstances above stated, Captain Lushington was justified in opening
the cover of the Custom House clearance of the Spanish brig < Iberia.”

I am, &e.
General Alava, (Signed) PALMERSTON.
&e. &e. &ec. _
No. 17. ,
Viscount Palmerston to My, Aston.
Sir. Foreign Office, September 25, 1840.

1 HEREWITH transmit to you, for communication to the Spanish Govern-
ment, the accompanying copy of a Despatch from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at
Sierra Leone, reporting the condemnation of the Portuguese schooner “ Olimpia,”
in the Mixed British and Portuguese Court established in that colony, upon &
charge of having been engaged in the Slave Trade. I have to instruct you to com-
municate this Despatch to the Spanish Government, drawing their attention to the
fact, that this vessel appears to have left the Havana fully prepared for the reception
of her human cargo, so- that it was only necessary for her to remain one day on the
coast of Africa, in order to ship the slaves found onboard of her when she was
captured ; and you will point out to the Spanish Government that this case, and
that of the schooner « Josephina,” which is also mentioned by the Compmissioners,
afford strong evidence of the negligence or connivance of the Custom-house
authorities at the Havana, as regards Slave Trade adventures.

T am, &e.
Arthur Aston, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&e. §e. &e.
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Enclosure in No. 17.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.
Sierra Leone, May 28, 1840.
(See Class A, No. 106.)

No. 18.
Viscount Palmerston to General Alava.

Foreign Office, October 5, 1840.
ViscounT PALMERSTON has the honour to transmit herewith to General
Alava, for his information, two copies of two series of Papers relating to the Slave
Trade, which have been presented to the two Houses of Parliament, during the
present session by Her Majesty’s command.

No. 19.
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston.

Sig, Foreign Office, October 19, 1840.

WitH reference to my previous correspondence with you, on the subject of
the negroes emancipated by the Mixed Commission at the Havana, under the
Treaty of 1817 between Great Britain and Spain, I herewith transmit to you, for
your information, and as an instance of the modeé in which these negroes are
deprived of the liberty guaranteed to them by Treaty, a copy of a Despatch from
Her Majesty’s Consul at the Havana about a negro named Faustino, who was
emancipated in the year 1825, but has been held in a state of slavery from that
time to this ; and who, notwithstanding his formal emancipation, and after 15 years’
actual slavery, has again been sold as a slave fbrI an adgitional term of years.

am, &ec.

Arthur Aston, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON.
&e. &e. Ge.

‘Enclosure in No. 19.
Myr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston.
Havana, August 9, 1840.
(See No. 43, page 38.)

No. 20.
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston. '
SIz, Foreign Office, October 20, 1840.

Uron reference to correspondence in the archives of the British Mission at
‘Madrid, respecting the Spanish law by which free negroes are forbidden to land in
the Island of Cuba, you will perceive that on the 1st of October, 1839, M. Perez
de Castro addressed a Note to Mr. Southern, stating that the Captain-general of
Cuba had been directed to devise some means of reconciling the relaxation of the
law in question, desired by Great Britain, with the precautions requisite for the
safety and tranquillity of the Island of Cuba. ‘

It nevertheless appears, by the accompanying copy of a Despateh from Her
Majesty’s Consul at the Havana, that under the operation of that law the whole of
the crew of the British vessel * Coquette” were recently imprisoned at the
Havana. '

I have, therefore, to desire that you will make a representation of this case to
the Spanish Government, calling their attention to the Note above mentioned from
M. Perez de Castro, and that you will express the hope of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, that the Spanish Government will not any longer suffer the innocent and
friendly commerce of British subjects with the subjects of Spain, to.be impeded by
the severe operation of the law in question.

v I am, &e. :
Arthur Aston, Esq. - . (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&e. e &e.
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Enclosure in No. 20,
Myr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston.
Havana, August 10, 1840,
(See No. 44, page 39.)

No. 21.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston. v
Str, Foreign Office, November 18, 1840,

Tais Letter will be delivered to you by Mr, Alexander, Secretary to the
Anti-slavery Society, who is about to proceed to Spain and Portugal, in order to
endeavour to create in those countries a public feeling in favour of the abolition of
slavery ; and I have to desire that you will afford to Mr. Alexander all the
assistance and protection in your power for pronioting éczhe object of his journey.

am, &c.

Avrthur Aston, Esq. (Signed) PALMERSTON.
&e. &e. e

No. 22.

Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston.
Madrid, November 14, 1840.
My Lorp, (Received November 25.)

I HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of the Note which, in obedience to the
instructions contained in your Lordship’s Despateh of the 6th August last, I have
addressed to Mr. Ferrer, communicating to his Excellency copies of a Despatch, and
its Enclosures, from Her Majesty’s Consul in the Canary Islands, stating that a vessel
called the « Two Friends,” formerly employed in the Slave Trade, had sailed for
the Cape Verd Islands, probably on a Slave Trade voyage.

I have, &e.
(Signed) - ARTHUR ASTON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 22.

Mr. Aston to Don J. M. de Ferrar.
Sig, Madrid, November 9, 1840.

In compliance with instructions from my Government, I have the
honour to transmit to your Excellency herewith copies of a Despatch, and of
its Enclosures, which were received in August last from Her Majesty’s Consul in
the Canary Islands, stating that a vessel called the « Two Friends,” formerly
employed in the Slave Trade, had sailed for the Cape Verd Islands, probably on
a slave-trading voyage.

I have been directed to draw the attention of the Government of Her Catholic
Majesty to the report, mentioned by Mr. Bartlett, that vessels were about to sail
from the Canaries for Africa with the intention of embarking slaves, and to invite
the Spanish Government to give such directions to their authorities in the Canary
Islands, as may be calculated to prevent the proceedings in question.

I have, &c.
(Signed) ARTHUR ASTON.

His Excellency Don Joaquim Maria de Ferrar,
§e. &e. &e.
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No. 23,
Mr. Astor to Viscount Palmerston.
Madrid, November 14, 1840.

My Lorp, (Received November 25.)

I sAvE the honour to enclose a copy of a Note, which I have addressed
to the Spanish Government, respecting the cases of the Portuguese schooner
« Olimpia,” and the schooner  Josephina,” reported in the Despatch of Her
Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone, dated May 28th, 1840.

I have, &e.
(Signed) ARTHUR ASTON.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B,
&e. &ec. &e.

Enclosure in No. 23.

My, Aston to Don J. M. de Ferrar.
SIR, Madrid, November 9, 1840."

I vAvE been instructed to communicate to your Excellency a Despatch
and its Enclosure, of which the accompanying are copies, received from Her Ma-
jesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone, reporting the condemnation of the Portu-
guese schooner *“ Olimpia,” in the Mixed British and Portuguese Court established
in that colony, upon a charge of having been engaged in the Slave Trade.

I am directed to draw the attention of the Spanish Government to the fact,
that this vessel appears to have left the Havana fully prepared for the reception
of her human cargo, so that it was only necessary for her to remain one day on the
coast of Africa in order to ship the slaves found on board of her when she was
captured.

I am further instructed to point out to your Excellency, that this case and that
of the schooner « Josephina,” which is also mentioned by Her Majesty’s Commis-
sioners, afford strong evidence of the negligence or connivance of the Custom house
authorities at the Havana as regards Slave Trade adventures.

I have, &ec. ‘
v (Signed) ARTHUR ASTON.
His Excellency Don Joaquim M. de Ferrar,
&e. &e. &e.
No. 24.

Myr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston. .
Madrid, November 14, 1840.
My Lorb, (Received November 25.)

WirH reference to your Lordship’s Despatch of the 5th September last,
transmitting to me a copy of a Despatch from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at
Sierra Leone, reporting the capture and subsequent restoration of the Spanish
schooner “ Catalana,” I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that I have com-
municated the said Despatch to Mr. Ferrar, and have called his Excellency’s attention
to the facts stated by the Commissioners, as affording a further instance of the
importance of concluding an Article explanatory of the 10th Article of the Treaty
of June, 1835, (which was proposed by Her Majesty’s Government to that of
Spain in 1839) to the effect, that vessels shall be liable to seizure and condemna-
tion, if they shall have had on board, during the voyage on which they are captured,
any of the things enumerated in the said Tenth Article. ‘

I herewith enclose a copy of the Note, which I have addressed to the Spanish
Minister upon this subject.
I have, &ec. .
(Signed) ARTHUR ASTON.

Thre Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. §e. &e.
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Enclosure in No. 24.

Myr. Aston to Don J. M. de Ferrar.
: Madrid, November 11, 1840,

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Excellency, by order of
my Government, a copy of a Despatch which has been received from Her Ma-
jesty’s Commissioners at Sierra. Lieone, reporting the capture of the Spanish
schooner  Catalana,” and the subsequent restoration of that vessel. ‘ ,

I am directed to make this communication to the Spanish Government, with
reference to a proposition made by Her Majesty’s Government to that of Spain on
the 30th October, 1839, through Mr. Southern, of an Article explanatory of the
Tenth Article of the Treaty of June, 1835, for the Suppression of the Slave Trade,
to the effect that vessels shall be liable to seizure and condemnation, if they skall
have had on board, during the voyage on which they may be captured, any of the
things enumerated in the said Tenth Article. ‘

1 am instructed to represent the case of the < Catalana” as a further instance
of the importance of concluding the proposed Article, and I cannot allow myself
to doubt that the Spanish Government's abhorrence of the barbarous traffic in
slaves will insure their early agreement to the hilrlxllaqe proposition in question.

ave, &c. :
. (Signed) ° ARTHUR ASTON.
His Excellency Don Joaquim M. de Ferrar,
&e. &e. &e.

SIR,

No. 25.

Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston.
Madrid, November 14, 1840.
My Lorp, (Received November,25.)

In compliance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s Despatch
of the 6th August last, I have addressed a Note to the Spanish Minister for Foreign
Affairs (a copy of which is herewith enclosed) calling upon his Excellency to direct
that Pedro Montez, who it appears is at present at Iiberty in the Island of Cuba,
shall be prosecuted in the proper public court in Cuba, for having transgressed
the Spanish laws on Slave Trade, by purchasing negroes newly imported from
Africa, and by attempting to convey them away as slaves. ’

I have, &e.
(Signed) ARTHUR ASTON.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 25,

My. Aston to Don J. M. de Ferrar.
Sir, Madrid, November 11, 1840.

WiTH reference to the Note addressed by Mr, Jerningham to Seitor Perez de
Castro, on the 5th January last, on the subject of the negroes imported into the
Havana in the Portuguese vessel the < Pecora,” and subsequently purchased by
Joze Ruiz and Pedro Montez, in order to be transported to another port in Cuba,
on board the vessel the < A4mistad,” 1 have the honour to acquaint your Excellency
that information has reached Her Majesty’s Government, that Pedro Montez is at
present at liberty in the Island of Cuba. o
I have consequently been instrueted to call upon the Government of Her Catholic
Majesty to direct that Montez shall be prosecuted in the proper public court 1n
Cuba, for having transgressed the Spanish laws on Slave Trade, by purchasing
nlegroes newly imported from Africa, and by attempting to convey them away a8
slaves.
I avail myself, &c.
(Signed) ARTHUR ASTON.

His Excellency Don Joaquim M. de Ferrar,
&e. &e. &e.
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NO. 20.

Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston.
‘ Madrid, December 2, 1840.
My Lorbp, - (Received December 12.)

I BAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship a copy and translation of a
Note which I have received from Mr. Ferrar, in reply to the one I addressed to
his' Excellency on the 9th ultimo, in which he informs me that he has communi-
cated my note to the Captain-General of the Canary Islands, and has directed that
the necessary measures should be adopted in those Islands in order that the Con-
vention concluded between»Great Britain and Spain for the suppression of the
Slave Trade may be carried into full effect.

I have, &e.
(Signed) "ARTHUR ASTON.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
- &e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 26.

M. de Ferrar to Mr. Aston.
(Translation.)
SR, Madrid, November 14, 1840.
‘UnpER this date I have communicated to the Captain-General of the
Canary Islands the Note which you were pleased to address to me on the 9th instant,
respecting the vessels which it appears are about to sail for the coast of Afiica, to
be employed in the Slave Trade; and I have at the same time enjoined that
authority to adopt all the measures necessary in order that in the district under his
‘command the stipulations of the Treaty, concluded between Spain and Great
Britain for the suppression of that traffic, may be carried into full effect.

I avail, &e.
(Signed) JOAQUIM M. DE FERRAR.
Arthur Aston, Esq.
&e. &e. &e.
No. 27,
M. Aston to Viscount Palmerston.
‘ Madrid, December 2, 1840.
My Lorb, (Received December 12.)

- WirH reference to my Despatch of the 14th ultimo, I have the honour to
enclose a copy and translation of a Note which I have received from Mr. Ferrar,
in answer to the representation I addressed to his Excellency respecting the vessels
“ Olimpia” and * Josephina.”

His Excellency states that he has acquainted the Captain-General of the Island
of Cuba, with the subject of my communication, in order.that an inquiry may be
instituted into the circumstances mentioned, and that, if confirmed, those who were
culpable may be punished, and enjoining redoubled vigilance in regard to the exact
observance of the prohibition of the Slave Trade. :

I have, &c.
(Signed) ARTHUR ASTON.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 27.
M. de Ferrar to Mr. Aston.
(Translation.) 4
IR, Madrid, November 20, 1840.
I HAVE the honour to state to you, in answer to the Note which you were
Pleased to address tome on the 9th instant, relative to the vessels * Olimpia’ and
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« Josephina,” that I have lost no time in acquainting the Captain-General of the
Island of Cuba with the subject of your communication, in order that he may adopt
the necessary measures for instituting an inquiry into the facts mentioned in the
said Note, and if they should be confirmed, that those who are culpable may be
punished, and that the vigilance with regard to the exact observance of the prohibi-
tion of the Slave Trade may be redoubled. :

T avail, &ec.
_ (Signed) JOAQUIM M. DE FERRAR.
Arthur Aston, Esq.
&e. &e. §e.
No. 28.
Viscount Palmerston to Myr. Aston. :
SIr, Foreign Office, December 27, 1840.

I HEREWITH transmit to you a copy of a Despatch and of its Enclosure
from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone, reporting the case of the
Spanish Brigantine « Diana,” condemned in the Mixed British and Spanish Court
of Justice in that colony on a charge of having been concerned in Slave Trade.
1 have to desire that you will state in writing to the Spanish Government the facts
of this case, and you will express a confident hope that the Government of Her
Catholic Majesty will punish the Spanish functionaries, who it appears permitted
this vessel to leave Cadiz equipped for Slave Trade, and who on that occasion
omitted to exact the bond Tequired by the Treaty of 1835, for ensuring the legal
employment of the casks on board the vessel ; and you will further call upon the
Spanish Government to exact from the consignee of the ““ Diana” the penalty to
which he has become liable for not having delivered a certificate at the Custom-
house at Cadiz, that the articles enumerated in the vessel’s clearance had been
‘landed at Trinidad de Cuba.

I am, &ec.,
(Signed) PALMERSTON.
Arthur Aston, Esq.

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 28.
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.
Sierra Leone, September 23, 1840.
(See Class A, No. 87.)

No. 29.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr, Aston.
SIR, F oreign Office, December 28, 1840,

I HEREWITH transmit to you a copy of a Dispatch and of its Enclosure
from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone, containing an account of the
condemnation of the Spanish Schooner « Sirena,” upon a charge of being equipped
for Slave Trade.

From the accompanying Papers it appears, that the vessel in question was per-
mitted to leave the Havana with her slave equipment on board.

I have to desire that you will state in writing to the Spanish Government the
facts of this case, and that you will express a confident hope, that the Spanish
Government will institute an inquiry thereupon, and punish those of its functionaries,
who have thus connived at a violation of the Treaty of 1835.

I am, &ec.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.
Arthur Aston, Esq.

§e. &e. &e.
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Enclosure in No. 29. ‘
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.
Sierra Leone, September 23, 1840).
(See Class A, No. 88.)

No. 30.
Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Aston.

SIg, Foreign Office, December 29, 1840.

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of a Despatch and of its Enclosures,
which I have received from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana, contain-
ing an account of an assault committed by a Spanish subject upon one of the
soldiers of Her Majesty’s Ship  Romney,” and of the subsequent imprisonment of
the soldier by order of a Spanish functionary.

The accompanying papers show that Her Majesty’s Commissioners, havin
inquired into the cirecumstances of the case, found that the assault upon the Britisﬁ
- soldier had been violent and unprovoked, and that his subsequent imprisonment
had been unjustifiable. They thereupon demanded, that the Spanish authorities
should give redress for the outrage committed. S v

But the Governor-General of Cuba declined to give the redress required, and
stated that, as exaggerated demands might be made at Madrid upon account of this
transaction, he should refer the matter to the Government of Her Catholic Majesty.

I have therefore to desire, that you will state the facts of this case in writing to
Spanish Government, and that you will transmit at the same time copies of the
enclosed papers; and you will express the confident hope of Her Majesty’s
Government, that the Government of Her Catholic Majesty will give the necessary
orders for affording satisfaction for the outrage committed, and for preventing a
recurrence of any similar proceeding. '

I am, &e.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.
Arthur Aston, Esq. :

&e. &e. e

Enclosure in No. 30.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to ¥iscount Palmerston.

Havana, November 7, 1840.
(See Class A, No. 154.)

No. 31.
Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston. ,
Madrid, December 21, 1840.

My Lorp, (Received December 81.)
WitH reference to Mr. Jerningham’s Despatch of the 18th January last,
I have the honour to enclose the copy and translation of a Note, which ¥ have
received from M. de Ferrar, stating the reasons why Her Catholic Majesty’s
overnment cannot remit the tonnage duties levied upon the brig “ Venus,”
employed in conveying liberated negroes to Belize. - ' :

I have, &ec.,

(Signed) ARTHUR ASTON.
The Rigﬁt Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

‘ &e. - e &e.

Crass B,
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Enclosure in No. 31.

(Translation.) M. de Ferrar to Mr. Aston.
SIr, Madrid, December 13, 1840,

WrrH reference to a Note from this office to the British Legation, datea
10th September of last year, and in answer to the Note, which the British Chargé
& Affaires addressed to my predecessor on the 12th of January last, with regard to
the exaction of tonnage duties, at the Custom-house of the Havana, from the
English brig « Venus,” which conveyed a cargo of liberated slaves to Belize, I
have now the honour to state to you, that it appears from the fresh information
required from the authorities of that place, that the custom of exemption from
tonnage duty, which is referred to in the Note of your predecessor, does not exist;
for whenever it has been necessary to export liberated negroes from the Island of
Cuba, in consequence of the Treaties existing between the two Governments,
vessels have been freighted by that of Spain, and in the only case in which the
Hamburg ship «Cuba” conveyed some to New Providence, the exemption from
duties which she obtained was granted by the Intendant of the Havana, in the
exercise of the discretional powers with which he is invested, and because
;important local circumstances recommended it ; which insulated case cannot serve
as a basis for founding any sort of right.

On the contrary, if, in consequence of the deference which Her Catholic
Majesty’s Government have always shown to that of Her Brittanic Majesty, the
exemption which the British Legation demands were acceded to, a privilege would
be granted, which, besides being irreconcilable with the system adopted in the
nation, would afford good grounds for similar applications on the part of other
Powers, and consequently the expense occasioned by the repression of the Slave
Trade would come to weigh on Spain alone. ‘

The British Government is too just not to give their due value to the reasous,
which on this occasion prevent Her Majesty’s Government from acceding to the
wishes expressed by the British Legation ; and trusting that with your enlightened
judgment you will, on your part, do the same.

, I avail myself, &e.
: o Sy (Signed) JOAQUIM M. DE FERRAR.
Arthur Aston, Esq. ‘ ,
&e. &e. &e.

No. 32.

Mr. Aston to Viscount Palmerston.
' Madrid, December 21, 1840.

My Lorp, (Received December 31.)
WitH reference to Mr. Jerningham’s Despateh of the 22d of last February,
enclosing a copy of the Note which, in compliance with your Lordship’s instrue-
tions, he had addressed to M. Perez de Castro, respecting the cargo of slaves
which were landed in the Island of Cuba from the Portuguese ship Amalia,”
1 have the honour to enclose a copy and translation of a Note, which I have received
from M. de Ferrer, in reply to Mr. Jerningham’s representation, informing me
that orders have again been sent to the authorities of the Havana, enjoining them
to cause the provisions of the Treaties, prohibiting the Slave Trade to be scru-
pulously fulfilled.
‘ : I have, &c.
(Signed) ARTHUR ASTON.

The Rigkt Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&ec. &e. &e. :

. ' Enclosure in No. 32..
(Translation.) M. de Ferrar to Mr. Aston. '
SR, ' Madrid, December 14, 1840.

IN answer to the Note, which Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé & Affaires
was pleased to address to this office on the 19th of February last, relative to the
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case of the Portuguese ship ““ Amalia,” which entered the Port of Havana on the
90th of the preceding November, after having landed, it would appear, a great
number of slaves on the coast; I have the honour to inform you that under this
date the authorities of the Havana are instructed, that the case of the “ Amalia’ is
a fresh motive for repeating the order to them, to fulfil scrupulously the Treaty
prohibiting the Slave Trade. Her Majesty’s Government flatter themselves that
such acts will not in future be repeated, they being resolved on their part to cause
the Treaties existing between the two Governments to be observed with the
greatest rigour. '
T avail myself, &ec.
(Signed) JOAQUIM M. DE FERRAR.
Arthur Aston, Esq.

&e.  &e. &e.
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No. 33.

Jr. Bartlett to Viscount Palmerston.
Santa Cruz, April 3, 1840.

My Lorb, (Received May 16.)

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a Despatch marked
« Slave Trade,” including a copy and translation of an Apostolical Letter, pro-
mulgated on the 3d of December, 1839, by His Holiness the Pope, on the subject
of the Slave Trade, and desiring that I would cause the said letter to be inserted
in the public journal of the place where I reside : to the said desire due attention
shall be paid.

I have also to acknowledge the receipt of a Despatch, dated February 21,
expressing your Lordship’s approval of my having communicated to Commander
Christie the Act 2d and 3d of Victoria, for the suppression of the Slave Trade;
and also the Circular Letter of the 2d November, 1839, on the same subject.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) RICHARD BARTLETT,
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G. C.B., Consul.
&e. - & &e.
No. 34.

Mr. Barilett to Viscount Palmerston.
' Santa Crusz, April 25, 1840.

My Lorp, (Received May 20.)

I HAVE the honour to enclose copy and translation of a Spanish Royal
Order, received here by the Spanish Cuba packet of this month, relative to the
brig ¢ Two Friends,” under American colours, detained in this bay on suspicion
of being engaged in the Slave Trade. :

By this Order, the Queen Governess of Spain determines, that the grounds of
the representations of the American Consul in this island, and of the Commander
of the American naval force in the Mediterranean, have not been made good ; that
it belongs to the Marine Court of the Canary Islands, to take cognizance of the
whole matter ; and orders that those that may be culpable should be there tried ; and
likewise, that all persons interested should submit their claims to the said Court.
The Spaniard, Francisco Riera, mentioned in my Despatch of the 27th January
last, as having arrived at Port Orotava from the Havana and Puerto Rico, subse-
quently came to this town ; and I am told that he has, in a judicial form, confessed
that he is the Owner of the « Two Friends ;” that the vessel was intended for the
Slave Trade ; that the sale at New Orleans was collusive ; and consequently that
the ship is Spanish property.. He has also claimed, and, it said, has obtained the
benefit of an amnesty, I believe that published in consequence of the transaction
between the Spanish Generals Espartero and Maroto in Biscay.

I have, &c.
(Signed) RICHARD BARTLETT,

The Rz'gkt Hmi. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., Consul.
§e. §e. - &e.
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Enclosure in No. 34.
(Translation.) Rovar OrDER.
EXCELLENT SIR, Madrid, March 10, 1840.

HaviNG laid before the August Queen Governess the official letters, which
your Excellency addressed to this ministry, dated the 31st of July, 12th September,
and 26th of October of the year last past, asking advice whether the court of law
for the military, and for the protection of foreigners, of the district under your com-
mand, is competent to take cognizance of the cause (the written legal proceedings
being at the same time sent) formed, as to the place of departure, the ownership,
and the object of the voyage of the brig “ Two Friends,” which, under the flag of
the United States, arrived at the port of Teneriffe, and became suspected of being
employed in the Slave Trade; Her Majesty thought proper to consult (hear) upon
this delicate matter, the Supreme Tribunal of War and Marine, and concurring with
the opinion given under date of the 28th of January last, has been pleased to
resolve, that, considering the vehement indications which appear, that the said vessel
has been employed in the reprobated Slave Trade, and that the sale, and change of
ownership supposed, but not proved, in New Orleans, to subjects of the United
States of America, even if effected, were simulated, and with criminal ends and
objects, and consequently that the grounds for reclamation brought forward by the
Consul of the before-mentioned republic in Teneriffe, and by the Commander-in-
Chief of its naval forces in the Mediterranean, have not been made good, the cog-
nizance of the cause belopgs to the Marine Court in those islands, in which those
persons who may be culpable should be tried, conformably to the laws and the
existing Treaties, and to the same Court, all who believe themselves interested
should apply, to allege their right, in such manner as in their estimation may be
advantageous to them ; it being at the same time the will of Her Majesty, that the
said Marine Court should proceed with activity, and adopt efficacious measures to
avoid delays and other damages, citing and hearing the true, and even the pretended
owners. By Royal Order I state this to your Excellency, for your information' and
the consequent effects. '

God preserve you many years,
(Signed) NARVAEZ.
Al Sesior Commandante General de Canaira,

&e. &e. &e.

No. 35.

Myr. Bartlett to Viscount Palmerston.
Santa Cruz, May 18, 1840,
My Lerp, (Received, June 17.)

TuE slaving vessel called the «“ T'wo Friends,” so long detained here, is to
be sold by public auction on the 29th instant. g

As the proceedings that have taken place in the case of this ship unmask most
completely the nefarious transactions “that are resorted to to cover the trade in
slaves, I shall give a summary of the contents of my despatches on the subject, since
the month of July of last year, and add some further information, which I have ob-
tained since the date of my last, April 25th, of this year.

I informed your Liordship that this vessel, « Two Friends,” sailed from the Havana
with a crew of Spaniards for New Orleans, there obtained American papers, and a
crew of men of different nations with American protections ; that the vessel returned
to Cabanas in Cuba, (the Spanish captain taking the character of Supercargo,
and the seamen being called passengers) and there shipped fetters, rice, &ec., for a
slaving voyage, then went to the coast of Africaand landed those articles at Gallinas,
and came to this port under American colours, was here detained in consequence
of my having communicated to the Spanish Commandant General the evidence of
three persons, (two British subjects,) seamen on board ; and from the denunciation of
the American Consul in these islands; I also informed your Lordship that the
Commander of the American naval forces in the Mediterranean, in the line-of-
battle ship * Ohio,” and Lieut. Bell, of the American navy, in the brig of war
“ poljzzkin,” had come to this place in consequence of the detention ; and that the
ship had been claimed by the American minister in Madrid ; I likewise transmitted
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a Royal Spanish Order, declaring that the grounds for the claim set forth by the
American Consul and naval commander, had not been made good, and directing
the Marine Court of the Canaries to take coguizance of the whole matter.

1 have now the honour to state to your Lordship, that by a decree of the Marine
Court, dated the 6th of this month of May, the brig © Two Friends” is directed to
be sold by public auction to defray the charges already incurred, which are to be
forthwith paid, and the surplus, if any, to be placed in the marine chest to wait
the decision of superior authority. Four months “are allowed to Francisco Riera,
and the American purchaser at New Orleans, to produce proofs of their respective
claims to the © Two Friends.” Papers are now exhibited at the office of the
Captain of the port, making known to the public that the vessel will be sold on
the 29th of May, the estimated value being 10,000 current dollars, about £1,600.
For these statements I have direct information or official documents.

" 1 have informed your Lordship that Francisco Reira had confessed that he is
the owner of the © Two Friends ;" that the vessel was engaged in the Slave
Trade ; that the sale at New Orleans was collusive ; and that he had claimed and
obtained the benefit of an amnesty. Of the truth of these facts, and of those which
I am about to state, I have neither direct information nor documents in proof,
though I believe that such exist among the judicial papers now in the Marine
Court. At New Orleans the pretended sale by Riera was made to Mr. Michael
Moore, I believe an American citizen ; he, on hearing of the detention of the
brig here, and of course being ignorant of the confession of Riera, sent a power
of attorney to Mr. Bernard Forstall, a Spanish merchant of this towpn, to claim
the vessel, and to bring an action for damages on account of the detention, against
the American consular agent. The claim of Mr. Moore was accordingly lodged
in the Marine Court by Mr. Forstall. Should this statement be true, Michael
Moore has, 1 presume, made himself amenable to the laws of the United States
against the Slave Trade.

Soon after the arrival of the Spenish Royal Order of March 10th, at this place,
the Spanish flag was hoisted on board the “ Two Friends,” and the American
Captain Durkey, dismissed from all interference, and being without money and
liable to prosecution in Anmerica, he wrote to Riera to ask for a sum that he
thought due to him, probably to enable him to leave Santa Cruz. Riera refused to
pay the money. Durkey, to be revenged, went to the Portuguese Consular
Agent and communicated to him his private instructions from Riera, wherein he
tells Durkey that the Spanish Captain (who assumed the character of Supercargo)
will deliver to him Portuguese papers on his arrival on the coast of Africa (previously
to the voyage to New Orleans as mentioned ; the ship was Portuguese property and
sold as such to Riera at the Havana) and directs him to defend the ship to the last
extremity (3 todo trance) against all attempts at detention. Riera, to neutralize
the effect of this evidence against his present claim to the ship as being Spanish
property, has pleaded in the Marine Court that the writing « Portuguese papers”
is an error in copying, and that the true reading is Spanish papers ! !!”  There

~ is Little doubt that the ship was furnished with Spanish, Portuguese, and American

papersand flags. 4

My opinion is, that, on the 29th, the brig will be bought by Riera or his agents,
and will proceed to the Havana or some other port, to be forthwith fitted out for
another slaving voyage. Riera, who will probably buy the brig at two-thirds of
its estimated value, (the estimated is much below the real value,) it is likely will
then disappear, and give himself no further concern about the Marine Court of the

Canaries. I have also to inform your Lordship that the Spanish ship on board of

which Francisco Riera came to this island, and of which he is part or sole owner,

that was denounced by me to the Commandant General as a slaver, has arrived at

Puerto Rico with 340 slaves on board, from the coast of Africa.

' 1 have, &c. A
(Signed) RICHARD BARTLETT, Consul.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.
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No. 36.
My. Bartlett to Viscount Palmerston.
Santa Crus, June 30, 1840,
My Lorp, (Received August 1.)

WitH reference to my Despatch, marked ¢ Slave Trade,” dated May 18th,
I have the honour to inform 'your Lordship that the brig called the “ Two
Friends,” was sold on the 29th of May, by public auction, for the sum of 6,789
current dollars, somewhat more than two-thirds of the estimated value, the pur-
chaser being Juan Bautista Tavala, the Spanish Captain, who arrived here on board
as supercargo, and who, it is understood, acted as agent of Francisco Riera in the
purchase. Preparations were immediately made to send the vessel to sea, and it
being generally reported that a large quantity of water and a number of kids or
tubs had been embarked, I called on the present Commandant-General, Don
Antonio Moreno, on the morning of the 8th instant, and communicated what I had
heard. At his request and in his presence I wrote the official letter, copy of which
is enclosed, stating what I had learned. In his reply (copy also inclosed) he
narrates the proceedings taken by him, that the vessel might be searched, and
relates the substance of a report made to him by the Commandant of Marine, “that
no article, from which might be infersred a design to employ the vessel in the
Slave Trade, was found on board.

The vessel, under the name of the “ Constancia,” sailed on the morning of the
9th instant under the command of the purchaser, having cleared out for the Cape
Verd Islands to touch at the Island of Lanzarote to make good the caulking.
1 am informed that the terms of the amnesty applied to Francisco Riera, have been
extended to the officers and crew of the “ T'wo Friends.”
- Considering for whom the vessel has been purchased, by whom now commanded,

and that the more essential articles for a slaving voyage were left at Gallinas last
year, my opinion is, that, unless stopped by one of Her Majesty’s ships, this brig
will, within a short period, convey to the West Indies from 500 to 700 slaves.

I am sorry to say that reports are prevalent of vessels sailing from these Islands
for the Coast of Africa, with the intention of embarking slaves, when opportunities
may offer.  As far as I can learn, there is no law to prevent vessels clearing out for
the Coast of Africa, nor are any precautions taken, or securities exacted, with
reference to the mode in which ships may be employed there.

I have, &ec. 4
(Signed) =~ RICHARD BARTLETT, Consul.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. - &e. &e.
(Translation.) First Enclosure in No. 36.
' Mr. Bartlett to General Moreno.
ExcELLENT SIR, Santa Cruz de Teneriffe, June 8, 1840.

I HAVE notice that there is in the Bay of Santa Cruz, a brig called the
* Two Friends,” having on board articles necessary for the Slave Trade. I cannot
produce judicial proofs of this fact, but I consider it my duty, with reference to the
existing Treaties between the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain for the suppres-
sion of this traffic, to give this information to your Excellency, with a view to such
Pproceedings as you may judge convenient. ’
od preserve your Excellency many years,

General Moreno, (Signed) RICHARD BARTLETT, Consul.
§e. &e. &e.
Translation.) Second Enclosure in No. 36.

General Moreno to Mr. Bartlett.

Santa Cruz, June 10, 1840.

... HAVING passed with the greatest haste 1o the Auditor of War of this
military command for his opinion, your official Letter of the 8th instant as to
Wh'ether the brig « Two Friends,” anchored in this port, had on board suspicious
articles for the abolished Slave Trade, he has stated to me as follows :— '
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ExcrLieNt Sir,—Your Excellency can, if so pleased, communicate to the
Commandant of Marine of this Province the contents of this official Letter, in
order that, without the loss of a moment, he may direct a search to be made on
board the vessel referred to, to ascertain whether, in fact, it contain articles of the
kind indicated by Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul ;

And conforming with this opinion, I officially addressed the said authority, for
the object which in the Letter of the Auditor of War is expressed. The Com-
mandant of Marine, under date of the same day, answered me, informing me thata
search having been made in the brig, indicated that no one of the suspicious articles
from which might be inferred design to employ the ship in the abolished Slave Trade,
was found on board. All which I say to you, for your information, and in answer
to your indicated official Letter.

God preserve you many years, &c.
(Signed) ANTONIO MORENO ZALDARRIAGA.
Myr. Bartlett,

&e.  &e.

No. 37.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. ﬁaf'tlett. _
Foreign Office, August 13, 1840.
Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament. '
(No. 14.)
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No. 38.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Tolmé.
Foreign Office, August 13, 1840.
Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(No. 14).

No. 39.

Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Consul, Havana.
SIr, Foreign Office, August 24, 1840.

I HEREWITH transmit to you a copy of a Memorial from the General Anti-
Slavery Convention. I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government
concurs in the sentiments expressed in that Memorial, and especially in the opinion,
that it would be unfitting that any Officer, holding an appointment under the
British Crown, should either directly hold or be interested in slave property.

. Iam, &ec.

Her Majesty’s Consul, (Signed) PALMERSTON.

Havana.

Enclosure in No. 39.

GENERAL ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION, called by the Committee of
the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, held in London on the 12th
of June, 1840, and continued, by adjournments, to the 23rd of the same
month.

To the Right Honourable Viscount Palmerston, Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs.

The Memorial of the Undersigned, the Chairman, on behalf of the
General Anti-Slavery Convention, held in London on the 20th of
June, 1840,

Respectfully showeth,

TuaT this Convention has learnt, with feelings of surprise and regret, that
British functionaries in the Brazils and Cuba, and other slave-holding countries,
hold slaves—that they purchase them in the public slave-market and elsewhere—
work them in mines and on sugar plantations—employ them as domestic slaves,
and sell them, or dispose of them, as necessity or caprice may dictate.

This Convention, under a strong impression of  the utter injustice of slavery in
all its forms, and of the evil it inflicts upon its miserable victims, and of the
necessity of employing every means, moral, religious, and pacific, for its complete
.abolition, feels it to be no less than an imperative duty to sabmit to the principal
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that—the British Parliament having
declared it “ just and expedient that all persons held in slavery in the colonies of
Great Britain should be manumitted and set free, and that slavery should be
utterly and for ever abolished and declared unlawful throughout the British pos-
sessions abroad,”—functionaries of the British Government holding, hiring, buying,
or selling slaves in foreign countries, is not only an open violation of these just and

equitaéale pr%lciples, but that it is an example which gives countenance to the
LASS B.



34 SPAIN. (Consular)—The Havana.

erpetuation of slavery, and to the continuance of the clandestine importation of
slaves, and that it does materially contribute to prevent the extinction of slavery in
those countries, and throughout the world at large,—an object most dear to the
members of this Convention, and for the consummation of which they are espe-
cially assembled.

This Convention, therefore, earnestly solicits the early attention of Viscount
Palmerston to the subject, and that he will be pleased to issue a declaration that
the holding or hiring of slaves, directly or indirectly, is incompatible with the
fanctions of any individual officially engaged in the service of the British
Government.

On behalf of the Convention,

(Signed) THOMAS CLARKSON, President.

No. 40.
Myr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston.

British Consulate? Havana, June 17, 1840,
My Lorbp, (Received August 24.)

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch of
23rd April last, transmitting to me a copy of a Treaty concluded at Caracas on
the 15th March, 1839, between Her Majesty and the Republic of Venezuela, for
the abolition of the Slave Trade, which document I have added to the archives of

this Consulate.
I have, &ec.

(Signed) 'C. D. TOLME/, Consul.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B,
&e. &ec. &e.
No. 41.

Myr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston. : R
British Consulate, Havana, June 17, 1840.
My Logrp, (Received August 24.)

‘ON the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch of the 30th February, 1840,
which I have now the honour to acknowledge, transmitting to me a copy and transla-
tion of an apostolical letter, promulgated on the 3rd of December, 1839, by His
Holiness the Pope, on the subject of the Slave Trade, in order to comply with your
Lordship’s desire that this Brief should be inserted in the public jouunals of this
city, which are under censorship, I applied to the Captain-General for his im-
primatur ; and I regret to announce that it was refused on the grounds explained in
His Excellency’s letter, of which I beg to enclose a copy and translation.

I have, &e.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME/, Consul.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 41.
The Coptain-General to My, Tolmé.
(Translation.) ’ Havana, April 26, 1840.

I HAVE received your official Letter of the 24th inst., accompanied by a
Pontifical Brief relative to the traffic in slaves, which the Viscount Palmerston,
Her Britannic Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, has directed to
you, in order that it may be published in the periodicals of this city.

The same Brief, for the same object, was communicated to me by Messrs. J. Ken-
nedy and Campbell James Dalrymple ; the first Commissary Judge, the second Arbi-
trator, for England in the Mixed Tribunal ; they had received it from the same au-
thority, and if then, after hearing the opinion of the first assessor of the Government,
and agreeing to it, I informed them that it was not possible to admit the eirculation or
impression in these dominions of any apostolical Brief, whatever its class or’
character, without previous observance of the solemnities of the Spanish law, I
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now find myself obliged to repeat to you the same decision. This I have the honour
of making known to you, after offering you the assurance of my personal
consideration.
God preserve, &e.
(Signed) THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA.
C. D. Tolmé, Esq.

&e. &e. e

No. 42.

Myr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston.
British Consulate, July 6, 1840.
My Lorb, (Received August 24.)

I sEG to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch of the 30th
April, 1840; and, in eompliance with your Lordship’s instructions respecting Daniel
Speck, shall, as there is no safe opportunity from hence to Sierra Lieone, send him
by the next packet, a sa distressed British subject, to England ; whence a passage
home can no doubt soon be provided for him.

Though the family in which I placed this poor boy when first liberated was one
which Her Majesty’s Commissary Judge frequently visited, and though I after-
wards found him employment in the house of Her Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbi-
tration, yet I could not compel him to remain there; and I am sorry to say that,
in spite of all my caution, he has since been occasionally out of the reach of m
eye, in places of his own seeking. It becomes, therefore, doubly desirable that he
should be sent away.

About the boy John, alluded to in Daniel Speck’s deposition taken before me on
the 5th of December, 1839, the latter continually promised to procure me par=-
ticulars ; but at length, finding that he disappointed me, I sent him with a trust
person to Guines, and learnt so much as to enable me to apply to the Captain-
General for John’s liberation. : '

At the same time that I did so, I brought before his Excellency’s notice another
case—that of William Jones, who, twenty years ago, being then a sailor in a Jamaica
vessel trading to Mansanilla, was arrested when on shore at the latter place, and has
ever since been in bondage. 'The details of these two cases are given in the En-
closure No. 1, therein replying to a letter of the Governor, Enclosure No. 2.

I have also referred to the affair of Wellington, who has been scandalously
detained, not only six years after the law had pronounced him free, but even a con-
siderable time after the promulgation of a Royal Order for his liberation. For this
poor fellow I have put in a claim to wages.

I have not heard of any other instances of kidnapped negroes, but I have received
an official Letter, Enclosure No. 3, from the Captain-General relative to the unfor-
tunate Shirley, who was the subject of my Despatch of the 18th December, 1839,
by which it would appear that all the complicated machinery set in motion by the
authorities of the provinces, has been insufficient to discover his past or present
sojourn in the small town of Santa Cruz, where he is known to be now, or to have
been recently. I have urged, in answer to the Captain-General, Enclosure No. 4,
the setting on foot of further inquiries, and would beg to suggest, if these prove
vain, that James Smith or Alexander King, the persons trading from Montego
Bay to Santa Cruz, who knew Shirley, his wife, and master, Antonio La Damaux,
or La Diezma, be engaged to proceed to Santa Cruz in one of Her Britannic Ma-
Jesty’s cruizers, in order to identify the parties.

I have, &e. ,
(Signed) C. D. TOLME', Consul.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. &e. &ec.

First Enclosure in No. 42.
Mr. Tolmé to the Captain-General.
Most ExcELLENT SIR, British Consulate, Havana, July 4, 1840.

‘T HAvE had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s official letter of the
19th June, by which I learn with infinite satisfaction that the boy, Wellington,
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is at last to be set at liberty. His was a peculiarly hard case. So long ago as
1834 he was known to have been kidnapped, was taken from Garcia, the man who
had stolen him, and deposited with Don Juan de Bautista Sagarra, the protector of
slaves, to be delivered up whenever claimed; and yet, though claimed repeatedly
by three successive Governors of Jamaica, by Her Majesty’s Consul at Cuba, and
by myself, he was detained six years’ longer, a freeman in bondage. That this
occurred, I am confident your Excellency regrets as much as I do; but the evil is
now past remedy. The only manner in which the poor boy can be indemnified for
his unjust detention, is by being allowed wages for the term of its duration. As
he has doubtless not been suffered to idle, it is fair that he should be remunerated
for his services, and I therefore beg your Excellency to give this claim a hearing.

But above all, I would engage your Excellency’s sympathies in the fate of other
unfortunate negroes, who, like Wellington, have been kidnapped; that their
right to freedom being summarily ascertained, they may be put in possession of it
without delay.

Two such cases now offer. The one is that of William Jones, who twenty years
ago, being a seaman on board an English vessel, trading from Montego Bay to
B%anz’anilla, was, whilst at the latter place, taken up for being on shore after hours.
He remained but about a week at Manzanilla, from thence he was sent to Bayame,
where he served about a year and a half. He then came to the Consulado, where
he has been ever since, and is now employed at the Botanic Garden on the works
of the rail-road.

The other is that of one Juan Fontanales, a native of Sierra Leone, who, being
on a trading voyage to Rio Pongo, was kidnapped at the latter place, and brought
to this island: here he was first purchased by one Don Jose Antonio Patono, and

by him sold to Da. Teresa Garcia, of Guines, by whom he is at present held in
slavery, this ladWis services by letting him to a cigar manufacturer in
the place where sheTesides.

I earnestly entreat your Excellency’s early attention to these cases, and have, &ec.

(Signed) C. D. TOLME.
To His Excellency the Captain~General,
&e. &e. &e.

Second Enclosure in No. 42.
. The Prince of Anglona to the British Consul.
(Translation.) Havana, July 19, 1840.

AvtHOUGH the Governor of Cuba, in a communication of the 26th February
last, stated that he had delivered to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul in that place
the English negroes William, Francis, and Guillermo, who were deposited with
Don Juan Bautista Zarraga, in consequence of the legal proceedings instituted
against Don Manuel Diaz Stovet and Don Juan La Paire, for introducing negroes
from Jamaica, yet as he was not sufficiently satisfied, by the representation of the
second Fiscal Substitute of this Captaincy-Geeneral, agreed to by the auditor, as to
the intention of Her Majesty relative to the negro Wellington, who was the object
of the Royal Order of the 26th November last, I made the necessary communica-
tion to his Excellency the Governor of the said province, in order that the disposi-
tion therein made be complied with, of which I advise you for your information by
the necessary ends. :
God preserve you, &ec.

‘ (Signed) THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA.
Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul,
&e. §e. &e.

Third Enclosure in No. 42.
The Prince of Anglona to the British Consul.
(Translation.) ' Havana, June 17, 1840.

I ENCLOSE you a Certificate of the Secrivener of this Tribunal, as to the
issue of the proceedings instituted in the military government of the city of Cuba,
with a view to discover the residence of Henry Shirley, to which you refer.in your
official letter of the 2d December last ; in order that you may be thoroughly.con-
vinced of the means adopted for fulfilling your desires, or rather give more circum
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stantial information, to enable this Government the better to comply with its good
intentions.
God preserve you, &c.
‘ (Signed) THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA.
Her Britannie Majesty’s Consul,
&e. &e. &e.

CERTIFICATE.
Translation.) .

I Don Antonio Maria Munoz, Notary of Her Majesty, and Assistant Scrivener
of War in the Tribunal of this Captaincy-General, &c. &c.,—Certify that from the
proceedings instituted in the city of Cuba for ascertaining the abode of Henry
Shirley, it is proved, by the attestation of all the duly received Public Notaries and
privileged Tribunals of that city, that no individual of the name of Henry Shirley had
been pro ceeded against, either civilly or eriminally, or brought before them ; the
same Eas likewise been attested by the commissaries of police of the twelve districts
which compose that city ; an examination of the books of the entry and discharge of
persons taken and arrested, kept in the royal gaol in Cuba, proves likewise that
no notice of the admission or imprisonment of the said Henry Shirley appears
therein. It is likewise in due form proved, that requisitions having been made by
the Government of Cuba to the ordinary Alcaldes, to the provincial Alcalde
Mayor, the Alcalde of the Holy Brotherhood, to the Intendent of the Province,
the Military and Naval Commanders, the Commander of the Royal Corps of
Artillery and Engineers, the Register of Seamen, the Judge Delegate of the effects
of the dead, the Vicar General of his Excellency the Governor of the Archbishopric,
the Judge Mediator of Commerce, the Lieutenant-Governors, the ordinary of
Alcaldes, and the Alcaldes of the Holy Brotherhood of Baracoa, Bayama, Holguin,
Tigciani*, Mazanillo, Moa and Santiago del Prado, that they should be pleased to-
say whether they had cognizance of any proceedings instituted against the said
Henry Shirley, or had intelligence relative to him however remote, they all returned
the requisition, declaring that they had no cognizance of any proceedings instituted
against the said Henry Shirley, nor the least information relative to such a person ;
and it also appears that orders being given to the petty judges of the rural districts
in the jurisdiction of the provinee, under their responsibility, in the most efficient
manner to call on Don Antonio Damaux, or la Diezma, in all or any circumstances,.
without excuse or pretext whatever, to present himself to.the Military Governor;
they had declared that in their respective districts they knew nothing of any such
person, nor of any one who could give them information about him, notwithstanding
their having made the most diligent inquiries.

In this state the papers have been transmitted to the Captaincy-General, for the
purposes that may be deemed fit ; and in order to furnish Her Britannic Majesty’s
Consul with the information therein contained, as decreed by the Tribunal on the
6th of the present month, I give this extract the 20th June, 1840.

(Signed) ANTONIO MARIA MUNOZ.

Fourth Enclosure in No. 42.
My. Tolmé to the Captain General. :
Most EXCELLENT SIR, British Consulate, Havana, July 4, 1840,

I BAVE had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s official Letter of the
17th ult., enclosing a notarial extract from the proceedings instituted at Cuba for
the discovery of the kidnapped negro, Henry Shirley, and his master, Don Antonio
La Damaux. v ’

. It is a singular circumstance that they have proved abortive ; for considering that,
In the first instance, we have an original letter from Shirley himself to the Collector
of the Customs at Montego Bay, dated Santa Cruz, the 13th October, 1839, in
which he states that he is still held in slavery by M. Antonio La Damaux; and
secondly, the testimony of one James Smith, who, being about the. same time in
Santa Cruz, saw the wife of Shirley, and heard from her his tale (she was also
originally from Jamaica, is free, and keeps a shop at Santa Cruz) ; and considering
thirdly, that we learn from Alexander King, the master of a schooner trading to
Santa (_}ruz, called the ¢ Little Louisa,” that he knew about Shirley, who was a

Omestic servant in the house of Antonio La Damaux, or La Diezma, once a trader

* So in original,
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to Jamaica in a schooner called the Lucea,” and now a storekeeper; scarcely a
doubt can exist of the two persons in question being, or having been, a few months
ago, in Santa Cruz, and we can only attribute the non-discovery of them to there
being some difference in the names by which they are known to the parties de-
posing to these statements, and those by which they pass where they reside.

But there are fortunately circumstances in this case, which, independent of
names, may easily lead to their identification. Shirley speaks English, he is mar-
ried to a woman who speaks it too; she has a shop; La Damaux keeps a store ; he
was once a seafaring man, and traded to Jamaica in a schooner called the « Lucea.”

Surely such persons cannot, in a place-like Santa Cruz, well escape the vigilance
of one who searches for them with zeal and intelligence. Such a search 1 would
beg your Excellency to cause to be made ; and I am the more free to do so, because
I am confident thaf your Execellency is anxious to make every possible effort for
carrying into effect the just desires of the Queen of Spain, to restore to liberty
every kidnapped negro, that can be found within Her Majesty’s dominions.

I have, &c.
(Signed) C. D. TOLMEFE.
The Prince of Anglona,
&e.  Ge.  §e.

No. 43.
My. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston.
British Consulate, Havana, August 9,1840.

My Lorp, (Received September 25.)

THAT many emancipated negroes apprenticed under the conditions stipu-
lated on the 20th December, 1824, (Parliamentary Papers, 18245, Class A, page
157,) by the then Captain-General of Cuba, had been at the expiration of their term
of service re-apprenticed to parties, who actually bought them of the Government,
or, as General Tacon expressed it, made ¢ donations 1n aid; of the public works,”
has been frequently alluded to in the correspondence relating to the Slave Trade.

Mr. Macleay noticed it in a Despatch of the 25th December, 1834, (P. P. Class
A, 1835, page 125,) I mentioned it to His Majesty’s Commissioners in a letter of
the 25th October, (P. P. Class B, 1836, page 25) ; and it was spoken of by Dr.
Madden, in a communication to the Colonial Office on the 28th April, 1837, (P. P.
Class B, 1837, page 10.)

But my experience on the subject was heretofore limited to generalities. I knew
that such sales were made, without being able to adduce any specific instances of
them. Very recently, however, a case has come before me in all its sad details, and
T make it known to your Lordship, in the hopes of benefiting not only the unfor-
tunate individual who is the subject of it, but likewise the thousands of others who
are doubtless in a similar position.

Faustino, a Carabali, who was taken in the ¢ Orestes,” in 1825, was put out
under the conditions of December, 1824, to Don Dionisie Alcala. This person, in
compliance with the stipulations under which he was apprenticed, had him, in 1838,
baptized, and caused him * to be taught a trade or handicraft,” that of a manufac-
turer of cigars; in 1831, Don Dionisio died, and Faustino continued with the

- daughter of the deceased, working out of the house, and paying her of his earnings
6 rials a-day, till 1835, when he was sold by the authorities fo one Don Juan
Redondo;, for five years, for 102 dollars, and those five years expiring he has been
again transferred for 153 dollars to one Don Miguel, a writer in the office of the
Governor’s Secretary.

This is Faustino’s statement ; 1 have given it almost in his own words. It was
‘made in a very clear manner, and is no doubt in the main truth. At all events he
was taken in the « Orestes,” and was emancipated in 1825. His certificate of
baptism, whick I have before me, proves the facts. He is intelligent, healthy,
and fully capable of supporting himself, and therefore ought, according to the 16th
Article of the « Condiciones,” to have been free in 1830, or, at latest, 1833, and
yet in 1840 he is sold for a new term of slavery, and when this is expired will
probably be jobbed out again, and so on from time to time till death terminates
his existénce. ’

It is disgusting to see the Spanish authorities thus fraudulently departing from
conditions which they themselves framed in 1824, and confirmed in 1834,—it is
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mortifying to be unable to help the objects of their cruelty, who seem to consider
Great Britain as pledged to maintain their freedom, and it is above all painful to
think that men, whose liberty has been purchased at the expense of life and pro-
perty, should be doomed to a bondage still more cruel than that of the great mass
of slaves.

Under these circumstances, I trust your Lordship will excuse my having
addressed you on the subject.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME!/, Consul.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

&e. &e. &e.

No. 44,
Mr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston. :
British Consulate, Havana, August 10, 1840.
My Lorp, (Received September 25.)

So long ago as the 28th October and 16th December, 1837, I had the
honour of writing to your Lordship on the subject of the imprisonment of coloured
seamen arriving in this port in British vessels; and on the 13th June, 1838, I
took leave to announce, that in the sequel they would be allowed to remain on
board, on the masters, or their consignees, giving security to the amount of 1,000
dollars for each man, that they should not land while the ship remained in port, and
should be presented to the authorities on the eve of their departure.

Generally speaking, the masters have not refused the required security, and the
people have, without a single exception, proved by their conduct the absurdity of
asking it, and the entire confidence with which it may be given. Not one has left
his vessel. But a remarkable case has lately occurred, which is the cause of my
addressing your Lordship. ’

‘The “ Coquette,” of Halifax, arrived here with an entire crew of coloured people,
excepting only the master. He, having perfect reliance in his people, immediately
engaged to be responsible for them, but it was.a holiday when he arrived, the -
Captain-General could not be called to give the requisite orders, &ec. &e. Conse-
quently all his men were for the time arrested, and the master alone was left to
‘protect his property. The details are given in the enclosed copy of his letter
to me. ' ‘

Such cases may often occur ; in fact, as the coloured population in our Colonies
rises in intelligence and enterprise, a vessel may come, of which not only the crew
are coloured men, but the master besides. What is then to be done? are they all
to be imprisoned ? Is the vessel to be left in the hands of strangers?

At all events, it is highly to be desired that the Spanish authorities, if they con-
tinue to refuse the admission, should relax their severity towards the coloured
people arriving here; and I state the present case with a view of showing how
little they appear disposed to do so.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME!, Consul.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., .
§e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 44.
The Master of the Coquette to Her Majesty’s Consul.
Sir, Havana, July 4, 1840.

I (accorpine to promise) send you a few lines to inform you of the griev-
ances I was obliged to put up with in the British brigantine “ Coquette.” On my
arrival here I had a crew of negroes (not being aware any penalty being incurred
On.them here) ; I was informed that my crew should be taken from me and im-
Prisoned, unless I went bonds for them to the enormous amount of 1,000 dollars
per man, :

Having five men on board, finding that I should be put to great expense in finding
Iny crew on shore, and employing men from the shore at one and a-half dollars per
day, I'went bonds for my crew to the amount of 5,000 dollars, expecting they would
not take them from me after having such good security. But it was not the case,
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they insisted on my bringing them on shore, and on doing so they took them from
me and imprisoned them for two days, leaving the vessel without means of having a
watch during the night, and obliging me to hire strangers who 1 could place no
dependence in. Being a stranger in this port myself, hoping that a complaint of
such unreasonable conduct may be of some service in the course of time to British
shipping.
I remain, &ec.,
(Signed) JOSEPH HARRISON.
Her Majesty’s Consul, ‘
Havana.

No. 45.

Mr. T'olmé to Viscount Palmerston.
British Consulate, Havana, August 13, 1840.
My Logrp, (Received September 25.)

CommonorE Douglas, on the 29th March last, requested me to claim of
the Government here redress for a gross attack, made by a Spanish schooner
anchored off Guanimar, on one of the boats of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Rover.”

I complied with the Commodore’s wishes. The authorities in consequence
seized the vessel, declaring that she had neither crew nor papers on board, and that
the place from which she came, and the parties to whom she belonged, were
unknown to them. They engaged at the same time to make the most vigilant
search for the men who had deserted her, in order that they might be brought to
justice.

! Thus things stood, when I received orders from Sir Thomas Harvey “ not to
proceed any further in the business.”

However I might regret being called on first vigorously to assert claims for
redress, and afterwards as quietly to give them up, yet having acted, ori-
ginally at the instance of an officer subordinate to the Admiral, under the
instructions of the latter I of course dropped the affair.

Here the matter would have ended, and I should probably not have thought
necessary to trouble your Lordship about it, but as Her Majesty’s Commissioners
have intimated to me the probability of their denouncing the schooner as a Slave
Trader, in consequence of the following remark, to be found in the paper D, of one
of the crew of the « Rover,” whose name is not given, 1 think she was a slave-
vessel with all her slaves on board,” I consider that your Lordship may require
a copy of the Correspondence which I have had relative to the affair, and I
therefore now beg to present it.

It forms the Enclosures No. 1 to 32.

I have, &e.,
: (Signed) C.D. TOLME/, Consul.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B,,
&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 49.

With Enclosures A to E.
Commodore Douglas to Mr, Tolmé.
Sin, « Magnificent,” Port Royal, Jamaica, March 29, 1840.

I BEG herewith to enclose you an extract from a letter I have received from
Commander Symonds of Her Majesty’s sloop ¢ Rover,” detailing an occurrence
which took place on the 19th instant ; and I beg that you will call upon His Excel-
lency the Governor-General of Cuba to take such steps as he may think proper,
that prompt satisfaction may be rendered for the gross and unmerited attack upon
one of our boats when near Guanimar, asfrom Commander Symonds’ letter there
could be no excuse for their not knowing her to be an English man-of-war’s boat,
as her ensi%n and pendant were flying. I shall send the « Rover” to you in a few
days, that Commander Symonds may be able to give you any further information
you may require ; and I am sure I need not tell you how anxious I am that this
extraordinary affair should undergo the strictest investigation. I request that you
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will not detain the “ Rover ” one minute longer than is absolutely necessary, as I
will send another vessel of war to you for your communication to me.

I have, &c. '
C. D. Tolmé, Esq. (Signed) P. V. DOUGLAS, Commodore.
&e. &c. e

A.

Extract of o Letter from Commander Symonds to Commodore Douglas,
dated March 29, 1840.

LieuTENANT MURRAY informs me, that having performed the first part of
my instructions, and on his way to look into Guanimar, he saw a vessel at anchor’
about one mile off that place; being in every way prepared against surprise, he
continued his course towards her under sail ; on a nearer approach, she proved to
be a two topsail schooner, about the size of the vessel at Port Royal, captured by
Her Majesty’s schooner “ Skipjack,” with Spanish merchant colours flying at the
main, painted black outside, with two white mouldings, a white bottom, hull dirty,
masts and spars freshly scraped, and mast-heads painted black, with apparently
but few hands on board. A boat was seen *pulling from the shore to her, and
when the people, four in number, had got out of her, (pinnace being then within
musket shot of her, colours and pendant flying), the schooner fired into her three
shot. Lieutenant Murray ordered the boat to be anchored, and returned their fire
from his muskets and boat carronade; he could then observe a great number of
men on board, about forty, who kept up an incessant and well-directed fire from
small arms, and fired twice from a long gun. 'When about ten minutes engaged,
the schooner slipped ; at this time Lieutenant Murray and William Frazer were
wounded ; when Lieutenant Murray, finding the schooner falling on board the
boat, he ordered the cable to be cut, and immediately became insensible ; the boat
then under charge of the coxswain kept off from the schooner, which ran in to join
four vessels off the town, which is represented to me as consisting of about twenty
houses.

, B.
Questions put to Crew of Her Magjesty's Sloop < Rover.”

1st. Describe the vessel you were engaged with on Thursday the 19th instant.

2nd. Had she her colours up?- of what nation were they? had she any
pendant up ?

3rd. How many men do you think she had ?

4th. Describe the town and harbour ?

5th. Describe the shipping lying there.

6th. Did you see a boat go alongside ?

7th. Whence came she ? Had she any men?

8th. Who fired the first shot? :

9th. Did the other vessels seem inclined to assist her ?

10th. What became of her after she slipped ?

11th. Had she a long gun ;—mounted ?

12th. Did she hail before she fired ?

C.
Evidence of Dr. Booth.

Ist. A brigantine of, I should think, upwards.of 100 tons, with rather taunt
masts, and scraped ; sails bent ; lying at anchor, some distance from the shore.

2nd. Had Spanish colours, I saw no pendant. -

3rd. T should think 30. :
_ 4th. A few houses ; not sufficiently near to see the people on shore; I consider
1t no port, an anchorage on the coast. -

Jth. I observed three or four, apparently schooners, at anchor near the shere.

6th. Yes. :
7th. From the shore or shipping. I did not observe.
8th. They certainly fired first. '
9th. I did not notice them.

10th. Ran towards the other vessels.
Crass B. ‘
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11th. Did not observe.
12th. I heard no hail.

D.

Evidence of George Hoyle, Quarter-master, on the 21st of March, 1840, at Sea

1st. A black two topsail schooner, with two narrow white ribands, of from 100
t0 200 tons, taunt masts, and scraped, sails bent, topsail yard white. At anchor
about a mile from the town. I observed the brigantine had sweeps lashed, on the
quarter.

2nd. Spanish colours, no pendant.

3rd. About 40 men.

4th. There seemed to be a few houses, the anchorage open off a river.

5th. No opportunity of making them out.

6th. No, I did not. :

7th. No, I don’t know.

8th. They fired twice before we fired.

9th. Did not observe.

10th. Ran in among the other vessels.

11th. Yes, she fired twice.

12th. No.

*Evidence of Thomas Blackett.

1st. Two-topsail schooner, with a dirty whitish bottom, black side, with two
white mouldings; she reminds me exceedingly of the ‘“ Skipjack’s” prize at Port
Royal, in size and appearance; she was lying at anchor a mile from the land;
masts taunt, raking and scraped, gilt billet-head, sweeps on her quarter; her hull
appeared to be generally dirty ; mast heads freshly painted black, and boom ends.
9nd. Had Spanish colours up; when we were far off no pendant.
8rd. I think she had 40.
4th. Consists of about 20 large houses built on a sandy beach, an anchorage
between the coast and the keys.
5th. I observed a large two-masted vessel with her masts stripped, and three
fore-and-aft schooners, all light, lying about a quarter of a mile off the town.
6th. Yes.
7th. From the shore. Four men.
8th. She fired the first three shots.
9th. No, I did not observe.
10th. Ran towards the other shipping.
11th. Yes, she fired it twice.
12th. No.
1st. A large brigantine, perhaps about 160 tons, very taunt masts, white bottom,
and black with a narrow white streak above, an open fife-rail aft, a billet-head ;
thinks the vessel was refitting, as the fore topsail was furled, and hanging by the
earrings. :
nd. Hoisted Spanish merchant colours, and fired immediately one musket shot ;
her colours were at the main ; no pendant.
3rd. Saw only three or four hands before a boat came alongside, after which
there must have been 30 or 40 from the appearance of men on deck,
4th. A small town, no appearance of a harbour.
-5th. Four vessels were at anchor outside, not far from the town.
6th. Yes. _ »
7th. From inside ; -can’t say whether from the vessel or from the shore ; she
appeared to be full ; saw a great many go on board the vessel.
8th. They fired the first shot,—several. :
Oth. Saw no indication of assistance, unless that of a vessel which furled her
awning ; don’t know why it was done. ‘ ' ‘
10th. She ran in among the other vessels.
11th. Had a long gun amidship, and two or three (swivels) on her gunwale :
saw the long. gun miss fire ; a shot fell near the boat, which must have been dis-
charged from one of the swivels.
12th. No.
Did not observe any name on her stern ; think we were engaged full 20 minutes;
think she was a slave vessel, with all her slaves on board.
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QUESTIONS PUT.

TroMAs BLACKET’s ANSWERS.

WinLiam Frazer's ANsweRs.

Describe the vessel
you were engaged
with on Thursday,
the 19th instant.

Had she her colours
up? Of what na-
tion were they?
Had she any pen-
dant ?

How many men do
you think she had ?

Describe the town
and harbour.

Did you see a boat go
alongside ?

Whence came she?
Had she many
men ?

Who fired the first
shot ?

Did the other vessel
seem inclined to
assist her ?

Describe the shipping
lying there.

What became of her
after she slipped ?
Had she a long gun

mounted ?

Did she hail before
she fired ?

Saw topsail schooner, with a dirty
whitish bottom, black side, with two
white mouldings. Shereminds me ex-
ceedingly of the * Skipjack’s ” prize,
the ¢“Ulysses,” at Port Royal, in size
and appearance. She was lying at
anchor, a mile from the land ; masts
taunt, raked and scraped ; gilt billet
heads ; sweeps on her quarter ; her
hull appeared to be generally dirty ;
mast-heads freshly painted black, as
well as her boom-ends,

Had Spanish merchant colours up
when we were far off. No pendant.

I think she had 40.

Consists of about 20 large houses, built
on a sandy beach; an anchorage
between the coast and the bays.

Yes.

From the shore. Four men.

She fired the first three shot.

No; I did not observe,

I observed a large two-masted vessel,
with her masts stripped, and three
fore-and-aft schooners, all light,
lying about a quarter of a mile off
the town.

Ran towards the other shipping.

Yes, she fired it twice.

No.

A large brigantine, perhaps about 160
tons, very taunt, white bottom, and
black with a narrow white streak
above an open fife-rail aft; billet-
head. Think the vessel was refitting,
as her foretop-sail was furled and
hanging by the earrings.

Hoisted Spanish colours, and fired im-
mediately one musket shot; her co-
lours were at the main. No pendant.

Saw only three or four hands before a
boat went alongside ; after which
there appeared to be 80 or 40 men
on her deck.

A small town ; no appearance of a har-
bour.

Yes.

From inside; can’t say whether from
the vessels or the shore. She appeared
to be full Saw a great many go
from her on board the vessel.

They fired several shots first.

Saw a vessel furl her awning ; it might
have been a preparation to render
assistance.

Four vessels were at anchor outside, not
far from the town,

She ran in among the other shipping.

Had a long gun mounted, besides two
or three swivels on her gunwale;
saw the long gun miss fire. A shot
fell near the boat, which must have
been discharged from one of the
swivels.

No.

Most EXCELLENT Sir,

By Her Majesty’s sloop “ Rover,”
1 have received Despatches from

naval forces
belonging to
fired into b
Lieutenant

and seaman were severely,

Second Enclosure in No. 45.
Myr. Tolmé to the Prince of Anglona.

The particulars of the outrage are given in the

of the Commander of the ¢

Rover.”

British Consulate, Hawvana, April 10, 1840,

arrived yesterday evening from Jamaica,
- Commodore Douglas,
on this division of the West India station,
the above-mentioned vessel having on the
¥y a Spanish merchant schooner, at anchor off Guanimar, by which a
and several of the crew slightly wounded.

commanding the British
informing me of a pinnace
17th of last month been

enclosed extract from the report

submit the facts to your Excellency, and beg your Excellency to take such
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steps as are prof;lyer, that prompt satisfaction may be rendered for this gross attack
on the British flag.
I have, &c.
(Signed) C.D. TOLME
His Excelleney the Prince of Anglona,
&e. &e. &e.

Third Enclosure in No. 45.

The Captaz'n-Geneml to M». Tolmé.

With One Enclosure,
Havana, April 10, 1840.

1 HAVE received the communication which you have been pleased to address
to me under this date, in which you apprise me of the disagreeable event which
took place on the 17th of last month, of a Spanish merchant schooner, anchored
off Guanimar, having fired into a boat of Her Britannic Majesty’s sloop “ Rover,”
by which a Lieutenant and a sailor were severely wounded. 1 take note of the
facts, and in reply have to inform you that I have communicated to the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Navy your official letter, and the extract of the report of
the Commander of the ¢ Rover,” in order that the investigation of the affair may
be proceeded with'in conformity with the laws, so that the authors of so grave an
attack on the subjects and flag of a nation at amity and in alliance with Spain
may be punished as they deserve.

I enclose you a copy of my official Letter to the aforesaid Commander-in-Chief
of Marine.
God preserve you, &e.
C. D. Tolmé, Esq.. THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA.
&e. &e. §e.

The Coptain-General to the Commander-in-Chief.
(Translation.)
Most ExCELLENT SIR, ' Hovana, April 10, 1840.

I ENCLOSE a copy of a translation of a Letter addressed to me under this date
by the Consul of Her Britannic Majesty, and also of an extract of a report to
which it refers, on the disagreeable occurrence which took place on the 17th of last
month, when ‘a Spanish merchant schooner, anchored off Guanimar, fired into a
boat of Her Britannic Majesty’s sloop.« Rover,” by which a Lieutenant and a
seaman were severely, and several of the crew slightly wounded, in order that your
Excellency may be pleased to direct the institution of proceedings for ascertaining
the particulars of this scandalous attack on the subjects and flag of a nation at
amity and in alliance with Spain.

God preserve your Excellency, &ec. :
THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief
of the Naval Forces.

Fourth Enclosure in No, 45.
My. Tolmé to Commodore Douglas.

Sir, » British Consulate, Havana, April 13, 1840.

I uaD the honour of receiving your Despatch of the 29th ultimo, relative
to the attack of a pinnace belonging to Her Majesty’s sloop « Rover ” by a Spanish
merchant schooner, anchored off Guanimar, and immediately addressed an official
letter to his Excellency the Captain-General, detailing the particulars, and calling
on him to take such steps as are proper, that prompt satisfaction may be rendered
for so gross an attack on the British flag.

_ 1 have now to wait on you with a copy of his Excellency’s reply, and to add that
in a personal interview, which I had afterwards with him, he expressed more strongly
than he has done in his Letter a determination to pursue the investigation of the
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matter in question with vigour, so that the authors of so heinous an offence may
be brought to justice. A
1 shall in due time inform you of the result of his Excellency’s proceedings.
I have, &e.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME.
Commodore Douglas,

&e. &e. &e.

Fifth Enclosure in No. 45.
The Captain-General to- My. Tobne. ,

(Translation. ) - Hovana, April 18, 1840.

His ExcELLENCY the Commander-in-Chief of the Navy on this station,
under date of the 11th instant, writes to me as follows: — “ Most Exeellent
Sir,—After yesterday transmitting to the Adjutant of the Register Office of
the district of Batabano your Excellency’s official Letter of the same date, in
which you are pleased to enclose translations of a Despatch and Report from Her
Britannic Majesty’s Consul of this place to your Excellency, on the disagreeable
rencontre off Guanimar, on the 17th of March last, between a schooner, with a
Spanish merchant flag flying at the main, and a boat of Her Britannic Majesty’s
sloop ¢ Rover,’ Iadded as follows :—¢ And I transmit you the enclosed copies of the’
Reports of Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul and of the Commander of Her Majesty’s-
sloop “ Rover” to Commodore Douglas, in order that after making yourself ac-
quainted with their contents you proceed immediately to investigate the matter,
arresting the persons suspected of being implicated, and embargoing the ship or
ships that may have committed the offence in question, and taking such other
measures a8 you may judge fit, advising me of the receipt of this communication
and its results” And I transcribe the above as a prompt reply to your Excellency.”
And I forward this to you as a sequence to my communication of the 10th instant
on the subject.

, God preserve you, &e. .
C. D. Tolmé, Esq., (Signed) = THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA.
&e. &e. §e.

Sixth Enclosure in No. 45,

Mr. Tolmé to the Captain-General.

British Consulate, Havana, April 24, 1840.
Most EXCELLENT SIR,
Havine to communicate with the Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s
Naval Forces at Jamaica, by the mail to Santiago de Cuba, on Monday next, I -
take leave to ask your Excellency to be pleased to inform me, whether an investi-
gation set on foot for discovering the authors of the attack on the boat of Her
Majesty’s sloop  Rover,” at Guanimar, on the 17th ultimo, has yet led to any
satisfactory result.
I have, &e.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME."
His Eaxcellency the Captain-General,

&e. &e. &e.

Seventh Enclosure in No. 45.
The Captain-General to Mr. Tolmé.
(Translation.) ' ' Havana, April 25, 1840.
I uave forwarded a transeript to the Commander-in-Chief of this station of

the communication you were pleased to make me under yesterday’s date, with a
View of ascertaining the present state of the proceedings going on for the discovery
of the authors of the acts you mention, and shall transmit you his Excellency’s
reply as soon as it is in my hands.
C.D. Tolmé, Esq.; God preserve you, &c. ‘

&e. e &e. (Signed) THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA.
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Eighth Enclosure in No. 45

The Captain-General to Mr. Tolmé.
(Translation.) Havana, April 25, 1840,

His ExceLLENcy the Commander-in-Chief of the Navy on this station
writes to me, under yesterday’s date, as follows :— Most Excellent Sir,—Havin
forwarded to the Auditor of the Navy for his opinion the letter of this date,
in which your Excellency is pleased to transcribe what Her Britannic Majesty’s
Consul in this place wrote to you yesterday, he has given it in the following
words :—Most Excellent Sir,—This very day I advised your Excellency, in conse-
quence of the summary proceedings instituted by the sub-delegate of Guanimar,
relative to the rencontre of a boat of Her Britannic Majesty’s sloop ““ Rover” with
a merchant Spanish schooner, to inform his Excellency the Captain-General, that
he might make known to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul the efficacious means
dictated by your Excellency for clearing up all that happened in that disagreeable
occurrence ; and thus the desire of the said Consul, expressed as he intimates with
a view of giving the particulars to the Government which he represents, will be
satisfied. But observing the contents of the present Despatch, your Excellency
may, if you think fit, add to your reply, that at present the proceedings referred to
do not furnish the necessary particulars to form a judgment of the merits of the
case ; for as the schooner was abandoned, and neither her papers nor crew were
found on board, so that even her name is still unknown, your Excellency has re-
commended the prompt prosecution of the case, and instructed the Military
Adjutant of the Navy at Batabano to proceed with if, and that your Excellency
will, with all possible brevity, as soon as the results of the measures ordered to he
taken are known to you, communicate the issue to the Captain-General. 'This is
my opinion, &c.— Havana, April 25, 1840,—GoNzALEs ARaNGo. And
adopting this opinion, I transmit it to your Excellency in reply to your De-
spatch referred to.” And I forward it to you for your information, &c., in reply
to your above-mentioned Letter.

C. D. Tolmé, Esq., God preserve you, &e.
&e. e &e. THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA.

Ninth Eneclosure in No. 45.

Myr. Tolme to Conunodore Douglas.
SIR, British Consulate, Hovana, April 27, 1840,

Anxi1oUs to inform you by Captain Lushington of the progress of the inves-
tigation going on, relative to the attack made on one of the boats of Her Majesty’s
sloop ““ Rover,” by a Spanish schooner at Guanimar, I applied to his Excellency
the Captain-General for particulars, and have now the honour to wait upon you
with a copy and translation of the answer* I have received from him.

1 have, &ec.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME.
- Commodore Douglas, .
&e. &e. &e.
Port Royal.

Tenth Enélosure in No. 45.
Commodore Douglas to Mr. Tolmé.

Sk, « Magnificent,” Port Royal, Jamaica, April 23, 1840.

Tais letter will be delivered to you by Lieutenant Wright of Her Majesty’s
schooner « Skipjack,” who will bring to me your answer to my letter by Com-
mander Symonds of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Rover,” who I hope gave you all the
information you required, and I will thank you to give to Captain Milne, of Her
Majesty’s ship « Crocodile.” a copy of your letter to me ; and should any further pro-

ceedings be mecessary with his Excellency the Governor-General, I shall direct
Captain Milne to undertake them with you; and I trust that your united efforts

* See No. 8.
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will be the means of a satisfactory explanation and redress for the unprovoked
attack on the boat of the « Rover.”
I have, &ec.
(Signed) P.J. DOUGLAS, Commodore.
C. D. Tolmé, Esq.,

&e. e &e

Eleventh Enclosure in No. 45.

Most EXCELLENT SIR, British Consulate, Havana, March 3, 1840.

I BAD the honour of receiving your Excellency’s official letters of the 25th
and 26th ultimo, relative to the attack on the boat of Her Majesty’s sloop “ Rover,”
at Guanimar, and learn with pleasure the prompt and efficacious measures adopted
for discovering the authors of so grave an offence. '

The vessel from which the shots were fired being, as your Excellency informs me
found, the identification of her, through her name was unknown at the date of the
last communication from Batabano, can offer no difficulty, and this point gained, her
owners, and through them the crew on board at the time of the attack, will easily be
traced.

The result of the inquiry I therefore consider no longer doubtful, and I rely so
much on the efforts of the Marine department to bring the matter to a speedy
issue, that I shiould not at present trouble your Excellency further about it, but that
a schooner of war has arrived this day with Despatches addressed to me by the
Commander-in- Chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces at Port Royal upon the subject,
which prove the great importance he attaches to it, and render it my imperative
duty again to bring it before your especial notice.

I have now the honour of doing so, and avail myself of this opportunity to reite~
rate the assurances of the distinguished consideration with which I have, &e.

His Excellency the Captain-General, (Signed) C. D. TOLME".
&e. &e. &e.

Twelfth Enclosure in No. 45.

The Captain-General to My. Toling.

(Translation.) : - Havana, May 4, 1840.

I HAVE received your official Letter of the 2nd instant, acknowledging the
receipt of mine of the 25th and 26th ultimo, and this day I communicate it to his
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of the Navy, and assure you, that as well by this
(Government as by the department of the said Commander-in-Chief, efficacious means
have been prescribed and will be adopted for the discovery of the crew of the schooner,
deserted at Guanimar, which had a rencontre with the boat of Her Britannic Ma-
jesty’s sloop ¢ Rover.” The proceedings are continued by the Adjutant of the
district of Batabano, and as I informed you, up to that date, they did not furnish.
sufficient particulars of the facts, the crew and Papers not being found on board the-
schooner, and even her name being unknown ; but notwithstanding orders were-
given for pursuing the investigation, and his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief
has agreed to inform me as soon as he knows the result of the measures taken,
which he will assuredly do.

God preserve you, &e. .
C. &1,) Tgflmé‘, Fsq., (Signed) THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA.
e. &e.  §e.

Thirteenth Enclosure in No. 45.
Mr. Tolmé to the Captain-General.

British Consulate, Havana, May 6, 1840,
Most ExcerLENnT SIR, :

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Excellency’s Despatch
of the 4th instant, and thank your Excellency for the efficacious measures taken
relative to the discovery of the offenders in the case of the boat of Her Majesty’s
sloop “ Rover.” The schooner from which the shots were fired being found, one
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part of our object is gained, and not a doubt can now bg entertained as to the result
of further inquiries; the thread is discovered by which the aggressors may be
traced.

I am so satisfied with the zeal with which this will be done by a Government
anxious to render justice to all, but especially to the subjects of a country in so'close
an alliance with it as Great Britain, that I need not urge the matter ; but as Her
Majesty’s ship “ Crocodile” has just arrived here on her way to_join Admiral Sir
Thomas Harvey, Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s naval forces on the West
India and North American station, and as this vessel will leave to-morrow evening
for Halifax, I beg to solicit your Excellency to put me in possession of such further
facts as may have been elicited since your Excellency’s last communication, in order
that T may, whilst I assure the Admiral of the efforts making in the business,
inform him of the effects of them up to this time.

I profit, &ec.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME.
His Excellency the Captain-General,

&e. &e. &e.

Fourteenth Enclosure in No. 45.
M. Tolmé to Captain Milne.”

SIr, British Consulate, Havana, May 7, 1840.

I HAVE the honour to transmit you, enclosed for the information of the
Commander-in-Chief, copies of a correspondence relative to the attack on a pinnace
of Her Majesty’s sloop “Rover,” the last letter in the series being that which I
addressed to the Captain-General yesterday. Should I receive his Excellency’s
reply before your departure, I shall also send you a copy of it.

With reference to the suggestion of Commodore Douglas, that you and I should
see the Captain-General together, I do not conceive that in the present stage of the
business this step would be attended with any beneficial results ; but if you are of 2
different opinion I shall be happy to wait on his Excellency in company with you
at any time you appoint, or indeed to unite my efforts with yours, in any way which
you deem calculated to promote the objeet to which this correspondence refers.

I have further only fo request you to assure Sir Thomas Harvey, that in the
prosecution of the claims against the authorities, no exertions shall be wanting on
my part to procure the redress to which we are so justly entitled.

I have, &ec.
Captain Milne, R.N., (Signed) C. D. TOLME".
Her Majesty’s ship < Crocodile,” :

Fifteenth Enclosure in No. 45.

The Captain-General to Mr. Tolmé.
(Translation.) A Havana, Moy 7, 1840.

AT the very time that I received your communication of yesterday, by
which you request me to inform you of such further facts as to the case of the boat
of Her Majesty’s sloop « Rover,” which may have been elicited since my last De-
spatch, and the measures taken for the discovery of the criminals, a letter reached
me from his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of the Navy on this station,
informing me of the result which up to that time was exhibited by the summary
proceedings, from which it appears that neither papers nor people were found on
board the schooner, that her name was unknown, and that she had been left derelict,
her crew escaping through the mangrove trees of Guanimar, their escape being
effected in spite of the coast guard, owing to the distance, the magshiness of the
soil, and the want of men sufficient to pursue and capture them, for the number of
the said crew would not be less than 12or 14. By the said proceedings it likewise
appears, from the depositions of fishermen of that coast, that on the 19th of March,
not the 17th as you say, just after the said schooner had anchored in that roadstead
about one mile from the shore, a boat was seen with a large crew proceeding
towards her, and being within gunshot they reciprocally kept up a fire of musketry
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and occasionally artillery, and that this lasted about a quarter ofan hour, when the
boat put off to sea, without there appearing in the horizon any larger vessel to
which she could belong, so that they were persuaded she was a pirate or wrecker,
the more so because they could not discern her having any flag flying:

That it further appears, that from that moment the schooner was abandoned,
floating in the direction of the shore when she ran aground, and that finally the
sub-delegate of the coast guard went on board with the intention of floating her,
by the assistance of some fishermen and of his slaves ; that he found her in ballast,
with the smoke of powder on deck, having on board 14 muskets, 3 pistols, and 5
cutlasses, the fire-arms evidently recently used, which weapons he took and.has
possession of, the schooner being also placed in safety.

The Commander-in-Chief adds that in spite of the zeal, activity, and efficacy
with which the proceedings have been carried on, the name of the schooner and of
her crew, and the part from which she comes and the persons to whom she belongs,
are still unknown, as well as the biding-place of the crew, who succeeded by a pre»
cipitate flight in penetrating the vast extent of the country round ; and this in spite
of the many and divers witnesses who have been produced to testify to these parti-
culars, and to others supposed to throw light on the business. This I state for
your information as the result of the inquiries up to this time, and in order that you
may make it known to his Excellency the Admiral-in-Chief of Her Britannic
Majesty’s naval forces in the West Indies. .

I regret extremely, from the extent and marshiness of the country and the other
causes stated, that it has been impossible to apprehend the crew, and that the obsta-
cles adduced by his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of this station have hitherto
prevented the discovery of the name of the vessel or the place from which she came.
I persuade myself, however, that not the slightest doubt can be entertained of the
zeal and activity, with which the authorities of this island, as much interested in
doing so as those of Her Britannic Majesty can be, have proceeded and are pro-
ceeding in the investigation of the matter, in which their not having succeeded,
alone arises from its being beyond their power to conquer difficulties which are
insuperable.

God preserve, &c.
C. D. Tolmé, Esq., (Signed) THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA.

&e. &e. §e. .

Sixteenth Enclosure in No. 45.
Mr. Tolmé to the Captain-General.

British Consulate, Havana, May '7, 1840.
Most EXCELLENT SIR,

I 5AvE had the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter of this date, and
whilst I beg your Excellency to accept my thanks for your Excellency’s prompt
attention to my representation of yesterday, I assure your Excellency that I am
fully convinced of the zeal which inspires not only your Excellency, but also his
Excelleney the Commander-in-Chief of Her Britannic Majesty’s Naval Forces on
this station, and the heads of departments, for the discovery of the authors of the
attack on the boat of Her Majesty’s sloop * Rover.”

At the same time it is but frank to say, and I say it with extreme regret, I am
far from believing that the same spirit animates the individuals who, in a subordi-
nate character, are charged with the investigation of the affair; for it is drawing
rather too much on our credulity to ask us to believe, that a Spanish schooner
should be anchored within one mile of Guanimar ; that she should communicate
with that place ; that a boat should go off to her from thence with four men ; that
as soon as those men were on board the attack on the ““Rover’s” pinnace should
commence; that she should afterwards run into the very roadsted, where only four
or {:';ve vessels were lying, and land her people ; and that there should be no officer,
no.individual in the town, who should know anything about the vessel, or where
her crew had concealed themselves ! ’ ,

As to the statement of the fishermen, that the boat of Her Majesty’s sloop
“ Rover,” when attacked by the schooner, had no flag flying, it is as absurd as it is
untrue—untrue on the assertion of a British lieutenant of high character, who with
his crew declares the contrary, and absurd because the pinnace had been sent off

by Hér Maj;:}sty’s sloop “ Rover” with her ensign and pendant both flying, because
LASS b.
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the officer would have been liable to punishment for appearing without them,
because there was no motive for doing so, and because on the contrary those very
flags gave to the boat 2 character, which amongst civilized nations, in time of peace,
might be expected to protect her from attack.

Nor is there more truth or reason in the declaration of the boat and schooner
firing simultaneously. Lieutenant Murray and his men assert that it was not so;
and 1t would be folly to suppose a British officer, if it were his intention to board a
vessel lying at anchor, capable of firing into her, without resistance previously
offered.. However brave, our men would scarcely be so foolhardy as to seek at the
cannon’s mouth objects obtainable by a peaceful approach.

Besides this, how are fishermen at a distance to judge which fired first? They
might be in a position in which they could not see the first fire. Men face to face,
Tike those of the “Rover’s” boat and the schooner, were much more likely to know
the fact. :

The complaint, in truth, my Prince, which I have been called upon to make, rests
on undoubted authority, not a little strengthened by the flight of the schooner’s
crew, who, had they done no more than is described by their friends the fishermen,
—had they merely fired into a boat without a flag, which they supposed a pirate or
a wrecker, and at the same time that they were fired upon, would hardly have
deemed themselves so criminal as to evade justice. Sufficienly indicative of their
‘crime was their flight, at a moment when they could have had no other accusers
but their own consciences. ‘

These, however, my Prince, are but my humble opinions.

The facts I shall make known to Admiral Sir Thomas Harvey, and be guided
as to further representations by his instructions, or those of the Commodore, or
those of Her Majesty’s Government, hoping that, in the interval, the prosecution of
the inquiry may lead to more favourable results than hitherto.

' I have, &e.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME/, Consul.
His Excellency the Coptain-General,

&e. &e. &e.

Seventeenth Enclosure in No. 45.

M. Tolmé to Commodore Douglas.
Sir, British Consulate, Havana, May 8, 1840.

AvtHoUGH I had, so recently as the 24th of April last, as you would see
by my letter of the 27th, sent by Her Majesty’s sloop « Cleopatra,” addressed the
Captain-General on the subject of the attack on Her Majesty’s sloop “ Rover’s”
pinnace,—yet when I received your letter of the 23rd of the same month, which
reached me on the 2nd instant, I again thought fit to communicate with his
Excellency. :

" 'The Enclosure No. 1* is a copy of my letter to him, and No.2t is the answer I
received to it.

Thus matters stood till the 6th instant, when Her Majesty’s ship « Crocodile,”
Captain Milne, arrived, on her way to join Vice-Admiral Sir Thomas Harvey. I
did not act on your suggestion to take further steps in the business in union with
Captain Milne, because we believed that in its present stage no advantage would
be derived from it; but I again wrote to the Captain-General,t requesting him to
inform me of the progress making in the investigation, in order that I might com-
municate the particulars to the Admiral. ' :

His Excelleney immediately complied with my request. Nos.3 and 47 are copies
of the correspondence. The opinion I entertain of the latter 1 have expressed
pretty freely in a rejoinder to his Excellency, of which No. 5§ is a copy ; and whilst
1 refer you thereto, I beg to add my firm conviction, that unless Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment take the matter in hand, no satisfaction whatever will be obtained for the
outrage committed.

I gave Captain Milne, to be delivered to Sir Thomas Harvey, copies of the whole
correspondence on the affair, as far as my letter of the 6th of May, inclusive. The
Captain-General’s and my own of the 7th forming the present Enclosures Nos. 4

* See Nos. 11, 12, + See No. 13,
% Nos. 14 and 15. § No. 16.
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and 5, were not sent, being too late for the “ Crocodile,” which vessel sailed yes-
terday afternoon.

I have, &ec.
Commodore Douglas, . (Signed) C. D. TOLME.

&e. Ge. &e.

Eighteenth Enclosure in No. 45.
The Captain-General to Mr. Tolmé.

- (Translation.) Havana, May 19, 1840.

I TraANsMIT to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of Marine, your
communication of the 7th instant, relative to the proceedings for the discovery of
the authors of the attack said to have been made on the boat of Her Majesty’s sloop
“ Rover,” though I cannot do less than inform you that for my part I have no
motive for suspecting, as you do, the sentiments that animate the individuals who
are, in a subordinate character, charged with the investigation; abstaining, for the
present, from giving a reply to some points of the construction, which yeu have
thought fit to put upon the simple and exact account of the result of the proceed-
ings which I transmitted you. As before said, they still continue.

Nineteenth Enclosure in No. 45,
Mr. Tolmé to Commodore Douglas.

SIR, British Consulate, Havana, May (misdated Marck) 25, 1840.

I uAD the honour of addressing you on the 8th March last, by the “ Skip-
jack,” relative to the attack on the “ Rover’s” boat, and now take leave to enclose
translation of a letter® on the subject, addressed to me by his Excellency the Captain-
General in reply to mine of the 7th, of which a copy is already sent to you.

I have, &ec.
Commodore Douglas, (Signed) C. D. TOLME'".
&e. &e.  §e.
Port Royal.

Twentieth Enclosure in No. 45.
Commodore Douglas to Mr. Tolmé.

Siz, “ Magnificent,” Port Royal, Jamaica, June 15, 1840.

I BEG leave to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch dated the 25th of
March, with an Enclosure from the Captain-General, dated 19th May.

I have forwarded the whole of your Despatches and their Enclosures to the
Commander-in-Chief, and quite agree with you, that unless the Government at
home take the matter in hand, no ample satisfaction will be given, which so grave
an outrage requires. '

I have, &ec.
(Signed) P. J. DOUGLAS, Commodore.
C. D. Tolmé, Esq.,
§e. &e. &e.

Twenty-first Enclosure in No. 45.
My, Tolmé to Commodore Dougras.

Stz, British Consulate, Havana, July 1, .540.

. I'BAVE tne honour to acknowledge receipt of your Despatch of the 15th
ultimo, and to say that since I last wrote to you on the 25th May (my letter was
misdated March), relative.to the investigation going on for the discovery of the
authors of the attack on the * Rover’s” boat, nothing of interest has transpired.
The vessel from which she was fired on is still lying at Guanimar under seizure,
or was very recently.

In the event of the crew not being found, ought we not to clam the schooner as

* No. 18.
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forfeited. Being without papers of any kind whatever, she must be considered a
piratical craft. The Spaniards have no right of property in her, and she ought
surely to be delivered up to those upon whom her acts of piracy were committed.

, T have, &c.
Commodore Douglas, (Signed) C. D. TOLME'"
&e. &e. §e.
Port Royal.

Twenty-second Enclosure in No. 45.
My. Tolmé to the Captain-General.

British Consulate, Havana, July 31, 1840.
Most EXCELLENT SIR,

Nor having heard further from your Excellency relative to the attack made
on the boat’s crew of Her Majesty’s sloop  Rover,” I would take leave to ask your
Excellency whether any trace of the perpetrators of that outrage has yet been dis-
covered, and whether the vessel from which they fired, and which was selzed at
Guanimar, is still there, or has come round here, and in the latter case in whose

hands she now is.
I have, &e.

(Signed) C. D. TOLMFE.
His Excellency the Captain-General,
&e. &e. &e.

Twenty-third Enclosure in No. 45.

The Captain-General to Mr. Tolmé.
(Translation.) Havana, August 2, 1840.

I RECEIVED your communication of the 3lst ultimo, in which, not having
heard further relative to the attack made on the boat’s crew of Her Majesty’s sloop
« Rover,” you request me to say whether any trace of the perpetrators of the out-
rage has yet been discovered, and whether the vessel from which they fired, and
which was seized at Guanimar, is still there or has come round here, and in the
latter ease in whose hands she now is; and having made known the contents of
your letter to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s forces on
this station, I state the fact as a preliminary reply thereto.

God preserve, &c.
C. D. Tolme, Esq., (Signed) ~THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA.

&e. &e. e

Twenty-fourth Enclosure in No. 45.
Vice-Admiral Harvey to Mr. Tolmé.

SIR, W inchester, Bermuda, May 22, 1840.

I 5AVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th
instant, with its enclosed correspondence with the Governor-General of Cuba,
relative to a rencontre which took place between a Spanish vessel at anchor off
the Isle of Pines, and a boat belonging to Her Majesty’s sloop  Rover,” in
March last ; and I beg to acquaint you in reply that I regret you have been put to
so much trouble and correspondence on that occasion, and I request you will allow
the affair to drop, and not to proceed any farther in the business.

I have, &c.
(Signed) T. HARVEY. .
, Vice-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief.
C. D. Tolmé, Esq.

&e. &ec. &e.
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Twenty-fifth Enclosure in No. 45.
Lommodore Douglas to Mr. Tolmé. —

SIr, “ Magnificent,” Port Royal, Jamaica, June 27, 1840.

I BEG leave to enclose you a letter which I bave received from the Com-
mander-in-Chief for you, and he has desired me to request you to drop all commu-
nication with the Captain-General relative to the affair of the ¢ Rover’s” boat.

‘ I have, &e.
C. D. Tolme, Esq. (Signed) P. J. DOUGLAS.

&e. e e

Twenty-sixth Enclosure in No. 45.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Havana to Mr. Tolmé.

Sir, Havana, August 3, 1840.
WE have only very recently learned that a slave vessel, the erew of which

about the month of March last, fired ‘upon a boat belonging to Her Majesty’s
sloop  Rover,” had since come into the hauds of the Government of this island.
We have heard also that a correspondence has been had by some parties with the
Captain-General on the subject, and not knowing with whom any could have passed
but through you, we have to request you will furnish us with copies of any corres-
pondence in your power respecting the matter, and whatever particulars have come
to your knowledge.

This information we require, not only as considering it probably a fit case for the
intervention of the Mixed Court of Justice, but also in obedience to the directions
you received from his Grace the Duke of Wellington, dated the 17th January,
1835. '

‘We have, &e:
(Signed) J. KENNEDY.
C. D. Tolmé, Esq. CAMPBELL J. DALRYMPLE.

&e. &e. &e.

Twenty-seventh Enclosure in No. 45.
My, Tolmé to Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Havana.

GENTLEMEN, British Consulate, Havana, August 4, 1840.

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I beg to say, that I have been in
correspondence with the Captain-General, relative a rencontre between a Spanish
schooner and a boat belonging to Her Majesty’s sloop “Rover,” but as neither
Commodore Douglas, at whose instance I brought the facts before the Govern-
ment here, nor Commander Symonds, nor any other-parties-to-my-knowledge,
represented the vessel in question as a slave trader, I had no motive for addressing
you on the subject. ,

Still if you have reason to think she was such, and that the letters which have
passed between Commodore Douglas and myself, and the Captain-General and
myself, in reference to the attack complained of, are likely to throw light on the
fact, I am quite willing ;to submit them to your perusal whenever you please to
call at this consulate.

' . I am, &ec. ‘ ‘
Hey Majesty’s Commissioners, (Signed) C. D. TOLME!, Consul.
e &e. &e. ‘ , '

Twenty-eighth Enclosure in No. 45.
My. Tolmé to Vice-Admiral Sir Thomas Harvey.

Sir, British Consulate, Havana, August 4, 1840.
I BEG to enclose copies of the correspondence relative to the attack on the

“ Rover's” boat, which has passed between the Consulate and his Excellency the
Captain-General, from the date of my last communication of the 7th of May until

Yesterday, when I had the honour of receiving your letter of the 22d May, in con-
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sequence of which I shall as you desire, allow the affair to drop, and not proceed
further in the business.
I am, &ec.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME.
Vice-Admiral Sir Thomas Harvey, K.C.B.

&e. &c. &c.

Twenty-ninth Enclosure in No. 45.

My. Tolmé to the Captain-General.
MosT EXCELLENT SIR, British Consulate, Havana, August 8, 1840.

I sHOULD not again trouble your Excellency on the subject of my letter of
the 81st ultimo, to which in a provisional answer given on the 2nd instant it was
stated, that its contents had been communicated to the Commander-in-Chief of
Marine, but that I am hourly expecting Her Majesty’s homeward bound packet,
by which I am anxious to make known to the British Government the particulars
that I asked, so that I shall esteein it a favour, if your Excellency will be pleased
to communicate them to me.

I have, &e.
The Captain-General. (Signed) C.D. TOLME'.

&e. &e. &

Thirtieth Enclosure in No. 45.
The Captain General to Mr. Tolmé.
(Translation.) Havana, August 9, 1840.

As soon as his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of the naval forces on
this station replies to the questions which you put to me relative to the attack of
the crew of Her Britannic Majesty’s sloop ¢ Royer,” sent him again under this
date, I shall give you the answer that you require in your communication of
yesterday.

C.D. Tolmé, Esq. God preserve, &c.
&e. &e. & THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA.

Thirty-first Enclosure in No. 45,
The Captain-General to Mr. Tolmé

Havana, August 12, 1840.

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of the Naval Forces on this
station, writes to me yesterday as follows :— Most Excellent Sir.—In answer to
the official letters which you were pleased to address to me on the 2nd and 3rd
instant, relative to the communication of the English Consul on the subject of the
rencontre at the roadsted of Guanimar, between a schooner and the boat of Her
Britannic Majesty’s sloop ¢ Rover,” I have, with the advice of the auditor, deter-
mined to transmit to your Excellency, as I now do, a certificate of the Scrivener of
the station of the course observed in the legal proceedings instituted in the matter,
and I beg to assure your Excellency, that according to the returns of the Captain
of the Port on the 24th of July last, the said schooner has entered this harbour,
proceeding from Guanimar under the name of the  Alyandrina,’ Captain Juan
Allende, in ballast, consigned to Don José Balancher.” These particulars I make
known to you, enclosing the document mentioned, for your information, and in
reply to your letters on the subject.

: God preserve you, &c.
C. D. Tolme, Esq. THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA.
&e. e e :

CERTIFICATE.
1 Dox Pracino BorreGo, Notary Public by Royal authority duly admitted
and sworn, and Chief Serivener of Marine on this station, certify, that having re-
ceived in this, the Military Tribunal of the Royal Navy, the summary invesugation
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made by the sub-Delegate of Marine in the district of Guanimar, relative to the
combat between a schooner and a boat of Her Britannic Majesty’s frigate  Rover,”
in the roadsted of that place, his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of the
station, acting under the advice of the honorary Judge Auditor, given in con-
formity with the representation of the Fiscal, did decree on the 22d.of May last,
(see the procedings, page 35) that the Captain, Mate, and the rest of the crew of
the schooner, which on the 19th of March last entered the roadsted of Guanimar
under Spanish colours, and sustained a combat with a boat of Her Britannic
Majesty’s sloop * Rover,” be called on through the public papers of this city to
present themselves in the public prison; and likewise that all persons able to give
particulars of the names and description of these individuals, of the route they took
in their flight, or of the place where they now are, be cited to appear within nine
days from the date of the last notice, before this Tribunal, and for the furtherance
of the ends of justice, declare to the facts; the said master and his crew being
apprised that, in the event of their not presenting themselves within 15 days, they
will suffer judgment by default, the judicial summons made in the halls of the
Courts being of equal effect in their wrong as if served on them personally. And
his Excellency further ordered, that the derelict schooner should be brought round
to this port in order that being duly examined by proper surveyors, declarations be
taken on oath of her build, rig, tonnage, and condition. And I likewise certify,
that everything having been done in conformity with these dispositions, and the
summonses having appeared in the Diario of the Havana on the 25th, 26th, and
27th of May last, and in the *“ Noticioso y Lucero Mercantil,” on the 24th, 25th, and
26th of the same month, no person presented himself able to give an account of the
facts, nor did the owners, captain, or crew of the said vessel (as appears by the
attestations, page 36 of the proceedings) ; under which circumstances, and in con-
sequence of the Military Adjutant and Register of the district of Batabano having
pointed out the obstacles in the way of sending the schooner round to this port, his
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, with the advice of the Auditor, decreed on
the 22nd of June, that there being no funds applicable to the repairing and expenses
necessary in case of bringing her round, that the said Adjutant be ordered to
proceed, before other witnesses, in default of a notary and surveyor, to a full and
faithful examination of the said vessel, certifying her measurement, dimensions,
condition, and her description of build ; and this done, after she had been carefully
and properly valued, to dispose of her by auction to the best bidder, endeavourin
to obtain in the interests of Her Majesty the highest price possible. And I certify
that due course having been given to this order, the said Adjutant, on the 9th of
July, transmitted an account of the steps taken in conformity therewith, by which
the said vessel appears to be a two topsail schooner, built in America, with a sharp
entrance and clean run, carries her breadth upon deck, has some sheer, and is in’
middling condition, neither new nor old, measures 88 feet from stem to stern post,
and has 79 feet keel, 21 beam, and 8 depth of hold ; and the Adjutant likewise
notified that the sale had been made to Don Jose Balanchar, the highest bidder ;
of all which the Fiscal of the station being fully informed, he prayed, under date of
the 8th of the present month, that the survey, valuation, and sale to Balanchar, for
two-thirds of the price at which the said schooner was appraised, and 50 dollars
more, be ratified in all the forms of law, that the amount be immediately made over
to the Treasury of the Royal Navy, and that the requisite steps be promptly taken
for bringing the matter before a council of war; that for that object the more ample
declarations and depositions applicable to the case be taken by the public prose-
cutor, to be named for the purpose, and that the cause be transmitted to the Major-
General of the station. '

And in virtue of the instructions given me, I grant the present in the Havana,

11th August, 1840. :
(Signed) PLACIDO BORREGO.

Thirty-second Enclosure in' No. 45.
Myr. Tolmé to Her Majesty's Commissioners.
GENTLEMEN, British Consulate, Havana, August 13, 1840,

ACCORDING to my promise, I herewith transmit for your perusal a Letter
from the Captain-General of the 12th instant, and its Enclosure, containing further
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- particulars relative to the recounter between Her Majesty’s sloop “ Rover's ™ boat,
and the Spanish schooner in the roadstead of Guanimar.
I will thank you to return them to me as soon as you conveniently can.
I have, &c.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME'
Her Majesty’s Commissioners,

&e. &e. &e.

No. 46.
My. Tolmé to Viscount Palmersion.

British Consulate, Hovana, August 18, 1840.
My Lorp, (Received September 25.)

I uAvVE the honour to inform your Lordship, that I have this day sent the
kidnapped African, Daniel Speck, on board Her Majesty’s packet * Seagull,”
for a passage to England, no opportunity offering for Sierra Leone direct from
hence. ’

1 have, &c.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME,
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. Consul.
&e. &e. &e.

No. 47.
My, Tolmé to Viscount Pafmerston.

British C’onsulate,‘ Havana, August 29, 1840.
My Lorp, (Received October 20.)

I HAVE the honour to wait on your Lordship with copies of Letters which
‘have passed between Lieutenant Holland, commanding Her Majesty’s schooner
« Pickle,” and myself, relative to the destruction of the Spanish . brigantine
< Iberia.”
1 have, &ec.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME,
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., Consul.

&e. &e. &e.

.First Enclosure in No. 47.
Lieutenant Holland to M. Tolmé.

: Her Majesty’s Schooner < Pickle,” Havana, August 26, 1840.
(Extract.)

I HAVE also to request that you will be pleased to give me, for the informa-
tion of the Commander-in-Chief, any particulars with which you may have become
acquainted relative to the destruction, by Her Majesty’s schooner under my com-
mand, of the Spanish slave brigantine « Uriacke,” on the reef of the Rincon, on the
evening of the 5th July last, it having been reported by Commander Frasier, of
Her Majesty’s ship «Sappho,” who arrived at Port Royal from Havana a short
time since, that the said brigantine was in fact the notorious “ Arrogante,” which
has made so many successful trips to Africa, and that she was totally lost on the
above reef. Should you confirm this statement, I have also to request that you
will enable me to procure a statement of her registered tonnage, armament, and
number of crew, that I may transmit it to the Secretary of the Admiralty, in order
to obtain the customary reward granted per amount of tonnage, to those concerned
in the capture or destruction of Spanish vessels employed in the traffic of slaves.

I have, &c. :
(Signed) FREDERICK HOLLAND.
C. D. Tolmé, Esq.,

&c. &c. §e.
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Second Enclosure in No. 47.

Mr. Tolmé to Lieutenant Holland.
SIR, British Consulate, Havana, August 26, 1840.

I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your Letter of this date, by which I learn
that Commodore Douglas has sent you hither for Despatches, and in consequence
take leave to trouble you with one for him and another for the Governor-General
of Jamaica.

In reply to your inquiry about the «“ Arrogante,” once the « Urraca,” and last
the «“ Theria,” I beg to say that she left this port the 5th ultimo, under the latter
name and Spanish colours, bound for Africa; and there is no doubt that, on the
evening of the same day, being closely pursued by the schooner under your com-
mand, she ran on shore between this port and Matanzas to escape capture. On the
11th of the same month I myself saw her lying there ; she was then dismantled, and
has since, I understand, been abandoned as a complete wreck.

This was the vessel which, under the name of “ Urraca,” landed on the Island
of Cuba,—

1 cargo of slaves in June, 1830

1 » January, 1831

1 » December, 1831
1 . August, 1832

1 ” March, 1833

1 " October, 1833

1 . November, 1834
1 " March, 1836.

She then, by a transfer at the Cape Verds in November, 1836, became the
Portuguese brigantine « drrogante,” and made one successful voyage ; on a second
trip she was captured by Her Majesty’s brig ““ Snake,” and condemned at Sierra
Leone. Her next appearance was at Havana as the British brig of the same name.
Here she was sold to her original owners, and, as the Spanish schooner-bri
« Iberia,” proceeded to the Coast of Africa, from whence she returned to this port
in February, 1840, after landing 335 slaves in Porto Rico. She was therefore pro-
ceeding on her 11th voyage, when, by your skilful management, her career was ter-
minated, and a vessel happily destroyed, which had previously made 10 fortunate
trips, and landed no fewer probably than 4,000 slaves in the Spanish colonies.

According to this vessel's English register, dated 19th September, 1838, she
measured, under 5 and 6 Will. IV, chap. 56, 104 tons. Her passport from the
Cape Verds (see P. P.1838-9, Class A. page 28) describes her as 155 tons. Of
her armament and the number of her crew, on her last voyage, I am not able to
give you any particulars that can be relied on.

I have, &ec.
Licutenant Holland, ~ (Signed) C. D. TOLME,
&e. §e. e Consul.
v No. 48.
My. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston.
My Lorp, British Consulate, Havana, October 26, 1840.

 (Received December 1.)

I HAVE the honour to refer to what I wrote to your Lordship, under date
of the 6th of July last, relative to John Fontanales and William Jones. I have
now to enclose copies of my correspondence with the Captain-General respecting
them, from which your Lordship will see, ‘

1st. That Fontanale swill be delivered up to my keeping, whilst his case is
under investigation, to work for his own profit, with every probability of being ulti-
mately set at liberty, &c.

2d. That not only Jones, but also five others, with whom,on inquiry into his
case, I became acquainted, will likewise no doubt be liberated. :

, I have, &ec.,
: (Signed) C. D. TOLME,
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., Consul.
Ge. ge. &e.
Crass B,



58 SPAIN. (Consular)—The Havana.

First Enclosure in No. 48.
My. Tolmé to the Captain-General.

British Consulate, Havana, September 8, 1840,
Most EXCELLENT SIR,

IT being my duty to report to Her Majesty’s Government the progress
which has been made in the inquiry, instituted relative to the kidnapped negroes,
William Jones and Juan Fontanales, referred to in your Excellency’s Letter of the
3d July last, I take leave to beg that your Excellency will be pleased to give me
some information in the matter, in order that I may be able to write by Her
Majesty’s packet * Penguin,” now daily expected from Vera Cruz on her way

home.
I have, &c.

(Signed) C. D. TOLME".
His Excellency the Captain-General,
C.

&e. &e.

Second Enclosure in No. 48.

The Captain-General to Mr. Tolmé.
(Translation. ) Havana, September 11, 1840.

Tae Auditor of War, to whom I passed your communication of the 8th of
the present month, requesting me to report to you the progress that had been made
in the investigation of the case of the negroes William Jones and John Fontales,
states to me to day what follows:— _

« MosT EXCELLENT Sir,—The Auditor has examined the two cases instituted in
consequence of the claim made by the British Consul by the preceding Despatch,
in which cases a Letter was written to the Commander-of-Arms in Guinea to take
and send to this city the negro John Fontanales, to be examined relative to the parti-
culars in question, and also to his Excellency the Intendente, requesting him to be

leased to send the other, William Jones, for the requisite examination ; and not
ﬁaving received a reply from either, they have been to-day both reminded that it is
“urgent that they furnish answers, of which your Excellency will please to inform
the said Consul, in order that he may be convinced that the necessary steps are
being taken in the matter, and that he may know the state in which it is, since he
was addressed upon.the subject on the 3lst ultimo; but your Excellency will
nevertheless resolve what is most proper.” And being of one opinion with the
Auditor, I transmit you the above for your information and in reply to your
Letter.

God preserve, &c. ’
(Signed) THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA,
C. D. Tolmé, Esq., Marquis of Javal Quinto.

&e. &e. &

Third Enclosure in No. 48.
My. Tolmé to the Captain-General.

British Consulaté, Havana, September 14, 1840.
Most EXCELLENT SIR, ’

I nAvE had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s Letter of the 1lth
instant, relative to the claim that I set up nearly three months ago, for the liberation
of the kidnapped negroes, Fontanales and Jones, and am sorry to see that so little
progress has been made in a matter of such importance, although Her Majesty’s
Minister at Madrid was assured by the Spanish Government that the authorities of
this island are instructed to persevere in their zealous investigations, for the discovery
of British negroes illegally and surreptitiously reduced to slavery. I request your
Excelleney to cause it to be pursued in the sequel with more energy, and have the
honour to be,

Most excellent Sir, &e.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME'
His Excellency the Captain-General, '
&e. &e. &e.
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Fourth Enclosure in No. 48.
The Captain-General to Mr. Tolmé.
(Translation.) Havana, September 15, 1840.

I ENCLOSE you a notarial copy of the letter addressed to me by his Excel-
lency the Superintendent-General of the Finances, President of the Royal Corpo-
ration for the Encouragement of Commerce and Agriculture, and of the determina-
tion taken thereon in conformity with the advice of the Auditor of War, in order that
you may be pleased to comply with the measures proposed for fulfilling the desires
expressed in your Despatch of the 4th July last, to which I now reply

God preserve you, &c.
C. D. Tolmé, Esq., (Signed) THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA.

&e. &e. &e.

Fifth Enclosure in No. 48.

M. de Larrazabal to the Captain-General.
(Translation.) Havana, September 9, 1840.
MosTt EXCELLENT SIR,

THE department of the accounts of the royal corporation, to which I referred
your Excellency’s Despatch of the lst instant, reports thereon, under date of the
7th, in the following terms :—* Most Excellent Sir, In the register of runaway
negroes, kept in this office, the name. of William Jones, an English negro, referred
to in the official letter of his Excellency the Captain-General, of the 1st instant,
«does not appear. Four only of that nation are found there, of which one is called
‘Charles, sent by the deputy of Puerto Principe, on the 6th of April, 1837, and is
now on the works of the railroad, No. 10; another, Thomas, proceeding from the
deputation of Villa Clara, 24th April, 1828, No. 15 ; another, Joseph, proceeding
from the deputation of S. Espiritu, 13th O¢tober, 1833, No. 36; and the other,
iGregorio, sent from Bayanio, 1st May, 1834, No.44. The two last, when they
were admitted, declared themselves to be slaves:” .and I pass the same to your
Excellency, in reply to the above-mentioned letter.

God preserve, &c.

(Signed) The Count DE ViLLAMIERA ANTONIO MA. DE Escovepo, Secretary
to his Excellency the Governor and Captain-General of this island.

Havana, September 14, 1840.

SEEN ;—and in conformity with the proposition of the Second Fiscal Substi-
tute of the tribunal in the preceding matter, let a copy of the official letter of his
Excellency the Intendente be transmitted to -the British Consul, in -order that he
may be pleased to commission a person of his confidence to proceed to the deposit
of the Consulado, and examining if the negro, William Jones, be there, notify
which is he, or furnish other more exact data that may lead with greater facility to
the discovery of the party interested, for there may have been a variation in the
name, which often occurs with persons of this -class, and every measure being
useless-on the contrary supposition ; and let the receipt of the letter of his Excel-
lency the Intendente, of the 9th instant, be at the same time duly acknowledged.

(Signed) ANGLONA.
ARMERoO.
LorENzZOo DE LARRAZABAL.
On the same day, notification hereof was made to the Procurator Acting Fiscal,
which I eertify.
(Signed) BejErANO LARRAZABAL,
Havana, September 16, 1840.
The above is in conformity with the original existing in the proceedings instituted
for. discovering the abode of the English negro, William Jones, claimed by Her
Britannic Majesty’s Consul, to which L refer; and, complying with what is ordered,
I cause this extract to be made. » , o
(Signed) LORENZO DE LARRAZABAL.
His Excellency the Captain-General,
&e. §e. &e.
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Sixth Enclosure in No. 48.

The Captaz'n-G’eneml to Mr. Tolmé.
(Translation.) September 17, 1840.

Tar Seiior Auditor de Guerra writes to me, under yesterday's date, as
follows :—* Most Excellent Sir, After having made known to Her Britannic
Majesty’s Consul, on the 11th instant, the steps taken for the discovery of the two
kidnapped negroes, who he says are now 1n this island, in a state of slavery, an
official letter was received from the Intendente, informing your Excellency that
William Jones is not to be found in the depdt of the Consulado, and that no
individual, of that Christian and surname, has been on the lists of the said depét;
in consequence of which, your Excellency, the day before yesterday, issued the
decree which appears in the notarial copy of the proceedings furnished by the
Serivener-of-War. Thereby your Excellency will see, and the Consul will be
equally convinced, that nothing has been omitted, on the part of the tribunal, that
could lead to the discovery of the abode of the said negro; and that if, until now,
the desired object has not been obtained, this has depended solely on the notice
given by the Consul, relative to his abode, not being exact; in consequence whereof
he was urged, in the last decision, to commission a person who merited his confi-
dence, to proceed to the said depét, and if the negro referred to is there, to state
which he is; for.it is not sufficient that he should intimate that there are two kid-
napped negroes, but necessary for him to say * these are they,” whereby the investi-
gation would be brought to a speedier termination, and many useless steps be
spared. Such is the present state of a business to which the tribunal has, owing to
the very nature of it, given attention in preference to others, as it has done in all
claims of this kind which have come before the Captain-General; for, as well as
your Excellency, your worthy predecessors have ever been solicitous to prosecute
and punish those guilty of so grave an offence.

In his last communication, of the 14th instant, which the Auditor has now
before him, the said Consul limits himself to the expression of regret, that so little
progress has been made in an affair of such importance, and to a request that your
Excellency would order more energy to be displayed in the further prosecution of
the case. But whilst the corpus delicti, the primordial and necessary basis of every
proceeding, and the first to be made out, is not found, there can be but little pro-
gress in the affair, though, on the part of the tribunal, the proceedings are carried
%o the full extent of its means. But this, belonging rather, and with more imme-
diate fruits, to the Consul himself, for having notified that there were such kid-
‘napped negroes, it was for him to point them out to the authority in a determinate
manner, in order that they might be immediately apprehended and placed in safe
keeping, at the disposition of the tribunal by which the requisite proceedings would
‘then be immediately entered on, this information relative to the discovery being
more promptly and easily acquired by quiet extra-judicial executive measures, than
by public ones emanating from a court of justice. These reflections the Auditor-
- of-War believes will make such an impression on the intelligent mind of the Consul,
as to convince him that there has been no such apathy or indifference, on the part
of the authorities or the individuals who compose the tribunal, as would lead them
to fail in seconding his desires for the discovery of a crime of such.moment; and
that, in order to attain the end he wishes, it is indispensable for him to ald them
with data more accurate than those which, up to the present day, he has furnished.”

I transmit this to you in consequence of your communication of the 14th instant,
relative to the affair. ’

God preserve, &ec.
(Signed) THE PRINCE OF ANGLONA.
C. D. Tolmé, Esq. .

&e. &e. el

Seventh Enclosure in No. 48.
Mz. Tolmé to the Captainw-GeneMl.

British Consulate, Havana, September 20, 1840.
Most EXCELLENT SIR,

I uAVE had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s letters of the 15th and
17th instant, relative to the kidnapped negro, William Jones; and, in reply more
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particularly to the latter, beg to say that I never-had a doubt of your Excellency’s
desire to carry out the just and politic views of the Spanish Government, relative to
this class of persons ; nor could I for a moment attribute other inclinations to the
Setior Auditor de Guerra, for whom I entertain the highest respect, or to any of
your Excellency’s law officers. It only seemed to me, seeing that my letter,
claiming Jones’s freedom, was dated the 4th of July, and that no application was
made on his behalf to the Intendente until the lst of September, that the matter
was not pursued by the competent tribunal with the ardour that it merited. Cir-
cumstances, of which I could not be aware, no doubt occasioned the delay ; and
I will not allude to it again, as the affair is at present in such a train as to lead me
to hope that it will soon be brought to a satisfactory termination. 'The information
that I gave your Excellency, relative to Jones, was as full and exact as his own
representation could make it; and I have no doubt that your Excellency’s idea (_)f
a possible change of names having taken place is well founded, and that the exami-
nation of the British negroes in the Consulado (which it is proposed that I should
entrust to a person of confidence) will prove the fact. I intend to undertake the
task myself, this very day, and shall have the honour of informing your Excellency
of the result. I profit of this occasion to repeat the assurances of high consider-
ation with which I am,
Most excellent Sir, &e.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME'".

His Excellency the Captain-General,

&e. &e. &ec.

Eighth Enclosure in No. 48.
Mr. Tolmé to the Captain-General.

British Consulate, Havana, September 21, 1840,
MosT EXCELLENT SIR,

WitH reference to my letter of the 20th instant. I beg to inform your
Excellency that I went yesterday, and again to-day, to the Consulado, and bad the
satisfaction of finding the British negro, William Jones, who it appears is registered
as Julian Carabali, No. 42; the similarity of the pronunciation of William and
Julian, in the mouth of one whose organs of speech are not the most cultivated,
having given rise to the mistake. :

From this man’s knowledge of English, and from the plainness and straight-
forwardness of his tale, I have no doubt of its truth; and I trust, therefore, after
proper investigation, that your Excellency will order him to be delivered to me, to
be restored to freedom at home. ' :

But my request to your Excellency does not stop here. From the conversation
which I had with Jones and some of the others named in your Excellency’s
Despatch of the 15th instant, I am convinced that not only he, but also that
Charles, No. 10; Tomas, No. 15; José, No. 36 ; Gregorio, No. 44 ; and another in
the Consulado, called, I think, Martin Brun, or Brown, whom they can point out, are
all British negroes, illegally held in bondage ; and I have therefore to request your
Excellency that their cases may be likewise inquired into, so that, if I am right,
they too may be set free.

I have, &ec.
, (Signed) C. D. TOLME'.
His Excellency the Captain-General,

e. - &e. &ec.

Ninth Enclosure in No. 48.
Myr. Tolmé to the Captain-General.

British Consulate, Havana, October 7, 1840.
Most ExceLLENT SIR,

Taxive leave to refer to my letters of the 20th and 21st ultimo, and to
those which I previously wrote, relative to Fontanales and Jones, I would request
your Excellency to be pleased to inform me of the progress which has been made
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in the investigation of the case of those kidnapped negroes, in order that I may be
able to make a report on the subject to Her Majesty’s Government, by the next

homeward-bound packet.
I bhave, &c.

(Signed) C. D. TOLME.
His Excellency the Captaz'n-Geneml,
&e. &e. &e.

"Tenth Enclosure in No, 48.

The Captain-General to My. Tolmé.
(Translation.) October 13, 1840.

IN consequence of your official Letter of the 7th instant, relative to the
negroes Fontanales and Jones, I have to inform you that the first is deposited in
the Royal Orphan House ; that the requisite measures are being taken for proving
the culpability of the party by whom, as may result, he was stolen and brought to
this island ; and that secret proceedings are in progress, which may lead to the end
that the tribunal has in view. |

With respect to the second, no answer has yet been received from his Excellency
the President of the Junta de Fomento to the Despatch addressed to him, request-
ing that his Excellency would place him at the disposal of this tribunal, sending
him for safe keeping to the Casa de Beneficencia, that proceedings may be insti-
tuted as in the case of Fontanales ; but under this date he has been reminded of it, in
order that what has been resolved on may be carried into effect; and considering
the state of the investigation going on relative to Fontanales I beg to inform you
that if you will take charge of him, in preference to leaving him where he now is,
whilst the proceedings are going on, he shall be placed at your disposition ; it shall
also be done, according to your reply, with the pther negroes who may appear
under the same circumstances. At present, Fontanales is the only one who can
thus be dealt with, and this act is rather one of the executive authority than of the
tribunal, and is adopted with an understanding that you will detain him under your
care, so that he may be at the disposition of this tribunal, when required to appear to
give evidence as to his having been stolen.

C. D. Tolmé, Esq., God preserve you, &c.
&e. &e. §e. ({Signed) ANGLONA.

Eleventh Enclosure in No. 48.
My. Tolmé to the Captain-General.

MosT EXCELLENT SIR, British Consulate, Havana, October 21, 1840.

: I HAVE not sooner done myself the honour of replying to your Excellency’s

Despatch of the 13th instant, because I first wished to see John Fontanales. A
conversation with him has since so fully convineed me that he is positively a British
subject, that I beg your Excellency to be pleased immediately to carry into effect
the plan of placing him at my disposition.

1 shall then allow him to gain for himself, as every freeman has a right to do,
the wages of his labour, keeping him so much under my eye that I can produce
him ‘whenever his declaration may be required. .

I beg however, at the same time, that the case he is connected with may be
pursued with vigour, so that I may soon be at liberty%o send him to his native
country.

I hope that the kidnapped negroes in the consulado will also, without loss of time,
be delivered up to me, and Iam the more sanguine on this point, because I know the
humane feelings which have always animated his Excellency the Intendente (the head
of the department to which that establishment belongs) from the time that he wasa
Judge of the Mixed Commission up to the present day.

_ I have, &e.
The Captain-General, (Signed) C. D. TOLME.
&c. & e
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No. 49,
Mr, Tolmé te Viscount Palmerston.
British Consulate, Havana, October 26, 1840.
My Lorp, (Received December 1.)

A GENTLEMAN from Santa Cruz having accidentally called upon me,
availed myself of the opportunity to inquire of him respecting the kidnapped negro
Henry Shirley, alluded to in my Despatch 6th July, 1840, and finding that he
was well acquainted with many partieulars respecting him, I took his deposition on
the subject. A copy of it forms the Enclosure No. 1. This gave rise to the cor-
respondence with the Captain-General, of which Nos. 2, 3, and 4 are copies;;
and the result is such that I have no doubt of Shirley’s release. .

' I have, &e.
, (Signed) €. D. TOLME'.
The Right Hon. Fiscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
gc. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No, 49.
British Consulate, Havana, October 14, 1840.

DerosiTION.

PrrsoNALLY appeared Mr. Joseph Phillips, of Jamaica, lately residing at
Santa Cruz, in the province of Puerto Principe, who declared that ge is well ac-
quainted with a Mr. Antonio Ledesma of the said town ; that the said Mr. Antonio
Ledesma keeps a bodega and general shop there, with a billiard-room, and was
formerly trading to Montego Bay, as supercargo of different vessels, among which one
was the “ Invidia” and another the “ Anna Maria;” and that the said Antonio
Ledesma has an English slave, who now goes by the name of Francisco, and
who, Mr. Ledesma told Mr. Phillips, came from Jamaica ; and Mr. Phillips further
declared that he also knows in Santa Cruz a free coloured woman, called Rufina,
who takes in washing, who is said to be the wife of Francisco, and in whose house
~ he lives, which house is situated towards Cago Muerto, and that the woman Rufina.
is afflicted with elephantiasis, and that there can be no difficulty on the part of the
authorities in identifying either her, Francisco, or Mr. Ledesma, as they are all well

known in Santa Cruz.
(Signed) JOSEPH PHILLIPS.

Second Enclosure in No. 49.
My. Tolmé to the. Captain-General.

. British Consulate, Havana, October 14, 1840,
Most EXCELLENT SIR,

WirH reference to the case of the kidnapped negro at Santa Cruz, relative
to which your Excellency was pleased to address me on the 22nd of July last, I
have now the honour te say, that a person from that place (which it appears is situated
Dot in the province of Cuba but of Puerto Principe) has just informed me that he
Iswell acquainted with Mr. Antonio Ledesma, who keeps a bodega there, and who was
formerly trading to -Montego Bay as supercargo of different vessels, one called the
« Invrldia” and another the “ Anna Maria,” and that the said Mr. Ledesma has a
Jamaica negro, who now goes by the name of Francisco, originally Henry Shirley;
that the said negro lodges with a washerwoman called Rufina, whose house is near
Cago Muerto, and who, being afllicted with elephantiasis, may easily be known; in
fact, that Mr. Ledesma and Rufina, as well as Francisco, are all persons with whom
the whole town is acquainted, so that the authorities can have no difficulty whatever
In identifying the latter. I communicate these facts to your Excellency in the hopes
that&they may serve to procure his immediate liberation, and have the honour to

e, &Xe. '
- (Signed) C. D. TOLME".

His Excellency the Captain-General,
§e. &e. . &e.
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Third Enclosure in No. 49.

The Captain-General to Mr. Tolmé.
(Translation.) Havana, October 20, 1840.

In the proceedings formed for the discovery of the abode of Henry Shirley,
an English negro, I have, acting on the legal opinion of the Auditor of War, decreed
as follows :—

Havana, October 19, 1840.

« Let an official Letter be addressed to the Military Governor of the city and
Puerto Principe, inserting that of Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, of which a copy
is to be found at page 12 of the proceedings, directing him to order the necessary
measures to be taken for verifying the statements contained in the said Despatch
and, if proved, to receive the said negro, and transmit him to this city, to be placed
at the disposal of the tribunal, the same being done with the least possible delay,
the subordinate officers charged with this duty being made answerable for its exact
fulfilment, and the superior authorities responsible for the most prompt report of
the result, through the medium of the scrivener of the tribunal ; and let the Consul’s
letter be acknowledged in a respectful reply.

(Signed) “ ANGLONA. -
“ ARMERO.
“ LARRAZABAL.”
And this I transcribe for the objects in view.
God preserve you, &c.
Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, (Signed) ANGLONA.

&e. &e. &e.

Fourth Enclosure in No. 49.
Mr. Tolmé io the Captain—Geneml.

British Consulate, Havana, October 21, 1840,
Most EXCELLENT SIR,

T uavE this day had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s Despatch of
the 20th instant, relative to Henry Shirley of Santa Cruz, and beg your Excellency
to urge the prompt decision of his case, the more so as the fact of 1ts having been
hitherto erroneously referred to the authorities of Santiago de Cuba, instead of
Puerto Principe, has already caused a delay by which he is a serious sufferer.

I have, &e.
His Excellency the Captain-General, (Signed) C. D. TOLME".

&e. &e. &e.

. No. 50.
My, Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston.
British Consulate, Hovana, November 4, 1840.

My Lorp, : (Received December 9.)

I HAVE the honour to enclose your Lordship a duplicate of my Letter of the
2nd instant, announcing that I had procured the liberty of six negroes named
therein.

I now beg to say that they are only waiting for an opportunity to be sent to
Jamaica, to which island they are desirous of going.

The case of Fontanales I have again urged the Captain-General to bring ta

conclusion, and have no doubt that the boy will soon be set at liberty.
I have, &e.,
v (Signed) C. D. TOLME"
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. &e. &e.




SPAIN. 69

Enclosure in No. 50.

Myr. Tolmé to Viscount Palmerston.
(Duplicate.)
My LoRrp, British Consulate, Havana, November 2, 1840.

1 uaD the honour of informing your Lordship, in my Despatch of the 26th
October last, that William Jones and five other Africans, held in slavery, would, in
consequence of measures which I had taken, no doubt be liberated. 1 now beg
to say that I have this day received a Despatch from His Excellency the Captain-
General announcing that the six individuals in question, viz., William Jones,
Charles, Thomas, Joze, Gregorio, and Martin Bruno, are placed at my disposal,
with an understanding that they shall leave the island.

As it is only at the moment when the vessel by which I send the present is about
to leave that I receive this agreeable intelligence, I am unable to state to your
Lordship the wishes of Jones and his comrades as to their destination ; but I presume
that they will be desirous of proceeding to Jamaica, and I shall do all that is in my
power to procure them a passage to any part to which they have rational motives
for desiring to be sent. _

I have, &ec.
(Signed) C. D. TOLME'".
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. &ec. &e.

Crass B.
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No. 51.
My.Wright to Viscount Palmerston. ‘
British Consulate, St. Jago de Cuba, March 20, 1840.
My Lorp, (Received May 12.)

I 5AVE had the honour of addressing your Lordship, during the last year,
three Despatches marked « Slave Trade,” numbered from 1 to 3 inclusively.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) JAMES J. WRIGHT, Pro-Consul.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.
No. 52.

Mr. Wright to Viscount Palmerston.
British Consulate, St. Jago de Cuba, March 10, 1840,
My Lorp, (Received May 12.)

1 HAD the honour of receiving your Lordship’s Despatch, transmitting two
copies of an Address upon Slave Trade from the House of Peers to Her Majesty,
and of Her Majesty’s most gracious Answer thereto.

I have, &ec. .
(Signed) JAMES J. WRIGHT, Pro-Consul.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., ‘
&e. &e. &e.
No. 53.

Myr. Wright to Viscount Palmerston:
British Consulate, St. Jago de Cuba, March 15, 1840,
My Lorp, (Received May 12.)

I HAVE the honour of atknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s
Despatch, dated September 3, 1839, transmitting a copy of an Act of Parliament
for the Suppression of Slave Trade.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) JAMES J. WRIGHT, Pro-Consul.
"The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.
No. 54.

My. Wright to Viscount Palmerston.
British Consulate, St. Jago de Cuba, March 20, 1840.
My Lorp, (Received May 12.)

I BAVE the honour of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s
Despatch, dated October 12, 1839, with one Enclosure.
I have, &e.

(Signed) JAMES J. WRIGHT, Pro-Consul.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&_‘00 &' C, &0.
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No. 55.

Mr. Wright to Viscount Palmerston.
British Consulate, St. Jago de Cuba, March 30, 1840.
My Lorbp, (Received May 12.)

I BAD the honour of receiving your Lordship’s Despatch, dated November 2,
1839, informing me of the different orders issued, by command of Her Majesty, for
the suppression of the Slave Trade.

I have, &e.
(Signed) JAMES J. WRIGHT, Pro-Consul.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.
No. 56.

Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Consul.
Foreign Office, August 13, 1840.
Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

No. 57.

Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Consul.
SIR, Foreign Office, August 24, 1840.

I HEREWITH transmit to you a copy of a Memorial from the General Anti-
Slavery Convention. I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government
concurs in the sentiments expressed in that Memorial, and especially in the opinion
that it would be unfitting that any officer holding an appointment under the
British Crown should either directly hold or be inter;sted in slave property.

' ’ am, &c.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.
Her Majesty’s Consul, St. Jago de Cuba, ~

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 57.

Memorial, (see page 33.)

No. 58.

Mr. Wright to Viscount Palmerston.
British Consulate, St. Jago de Cuba, September 11, 1840.
My Logp, (Received October 29.)
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordshipss
Despateh of the 23rd April last, transmitting a copy of a Treaty concluded

between Her Majesty and the Republic of Venezuela, for the Abolition of the
Slave Trade. :

I have, &ec.
(Signed) JAMES J. WRIGHT, Pro-Consul.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., '
§e. &e. &e.
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No. 59,
Viscount Palmerston to Baron Moneorvo.
Foreign Office, May 22, 1840.

Tae Undersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to the Baron da Torre
de Moneorvo, &c., the accompanying copies of papers recently received from the
Admiralty, containing the answer of Lieutenant Kellett, of Her Majesty’s brig
« Brisk,” to the complaint made by the Portuguese Government against the conduct
pursued by that officer, in respect to certain proceedings which took place at the
Island of Bulama in the month of December, 1838 ; and Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment trust that the statement given by Lieutenant Kellett of his conduct on that
occasion, will afford to the Government of Portugal satisfactory proof, that there
is 1o foundation for the charge brought against that officer of misconduct and
harshness, in the execution of the orders he had received to put an end to the
system of piratical Slave Trade, carried on at the Island of Bulama.

With respect to the question whether Great Britain or Portugal has the pre-
ferable title to the sovereignty of Bulama, the Undersigned has already had the
honour to state to Baron Moncorvo, that Her Majesty’s Government is anxious
to come at the truth on this matter, and is making particular inquiries for asecer-
* taining, on the best ‘authority that can be obtaiped, whether Great Britain or
Portugal has the superior right to the island; but, in the mean time, Her
Majesty’s Government feels it right to declare, that Great Britain cannot permit
this island, which is claimed by the British Crown, to be used by piratical slave
traders, as a market-place for their nefarious dealings, and a place of confinement
for the victims of their crime. ‘

‘ The Undersigned, &c.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.

The Baron da Torre de Moncorvo,
&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No, 59.

Sir John Barrow to Lord Leveson.
My Lorp, : Admiralty, April 29, 1840.

. Wit reference to your letter of the 30th August last, transmitting copies
of a Note and its Enclosures, from the Baron de Moncorvo, Her Most Faithful
‘Majesty’s Envoy at this Court, complaining of the conduct of Lieutenant Kellett, of
Her Majesty’s brig “ Brisk,” with respect to certain proceedings which recently
took place at the Island of Bulama, on the Coast of Africa; I am commanded by
my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you herewith, for Viscount
Palmerston’s information, copies of two letters from Lieutenant Kellett, dated the
23d instant, explaining the several points alluded to.
I am, &c.
(Signed) JOHN BARROW.
The Right Hon. Lord Leveson,

&e. &e. &e.
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Second Enclosure in No. 59.

Licutenant Kellett to Sir John Barrow.

SIR, Selskar, Wexford, April 23, 1840.

I BEe to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the  instant, and the copy
of a Note with its Enclosures, received from the Baron de Moncorvo, relative to
my proceedings on the Island of Bulama, and their Lordships that I should explain
the several points contained in them.

In reply, I have the honour to inform you, for their Lordships’ information, that,
being the naval officer in charge of the Sierra Leone portion of Cape of Good Hope
station on the 27th November, 1838, a letter was addressed to me by the Governor
of Sierra Leone, giving information of a large collection of slaves being recently
formed on the Island of Bulama, for the purpose of embarkation, and calling on me
to proceed to that island, and remove all such slaves, together with all those aiding
in so glaring a transgression of the laws of Great Britain ; the sovereignty of the
island being vested in Her Majesty.

I lost no time in proceeding to accomplish so important an object. I seized
the schooner  Aurelia Feliz,” for having a few days previous landed slaves
on the above-mentioned island; I proceeded in the schooner with a part of
the crew of the * Brisk.” I landed on the Island of Bulama on the 10th De-
cember and proceeded at once to the barracoons, which were empty, we followed
the pathway to the forest, when we heard the clinking of chains, and shortly after-
wards, observed a large number of slaves, the drivers with drawn swords beating
them into the forests. I explained the object of my visit (Translation No. 2)
through an interpreter ; they all returned with me to the beach’ in chains two and
two, some with two pairs on, 100 in number, althoug’h the individual, Nozolino,
states in Translation No. 1, that only the ringleaders were in irons—a large
number out of 169 men brought by me to Sierra Leone. The barracoons were
fired by my direction. The agent was taken by me to Sierra Leone for trial.—
(Translation No. 3.) ‘

The schooner < Liberal” was seized by me in the River Jiba for being engaged
in the illicit traffic in slaves, contrary to the First Article of the Treaty, and to the
additional Articles of the Treaty with Portugal : my right to seize her was clearly
established by the Court of Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone having condemned
vessel and cargo as prize to Her Majesty’s brig then under my command ; though
provided with all the documents mentioned in No. 3, the correspondence, public
and private, were put into Court by me according to the instructions, and I am
happy to say it condemned the vessel and liberated the slaves ; their Lordships will,
on the arrival of the Report of the Mixed Commission, have full proof of the
shameful violation of the Treaties on the part of the Portuguese authorities at
Bissao, and how largely they shared in the profits of this new system of slaving, for
the first time brought to light by me. I have further to state, that no furniture
was taken from any passenger and thrown overboard, and that passengers and
crew are, according to the rules of Her Majesty’s service, permitted on all occasions
to take their clothing with them. _

On my second arrival at Bulama, I found the flag of Porugal flying; I landed,
hoisted the British flag, and hauled down the Portuguese, fired the quarters and
disarmed the troops, and received under the protection of the British flag, all who
claimed it, and removed them to Sierra Leone ; the infant, mentioned in translation
No. 5, was brought to the beach by its nurse, who claimed my protection, its
mother having on my first visit claimed my protection, but the wretches on the
island, calculating on maternal affection, took the infant from her; but I am happy
to say, the Governor of Sierra Leone gave directions for its being placed with its
mother. I most positively deny that any portion of private property was taken
out of the house or store, as mentioned in No. 5; even the individual complainant
mentions in said translation, * they would have committed acts of violence, but,
ﬁnd_mg my houses full of goods and property, they shrunk back ;” consequently,
1o iron chest could have been forced open. A small provision of rice, for the
Africans was taken on board the * Brisk,” which was brought out of the store by
the servants of the individual complaining. I have also to state, that no individual
was forced from the island, and that no blows were given to coerce any of the
unfortunate people ; so far from such a feeling existing, the seamen, marines, and
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mere boys of Her Majesty’s squadron, consider themselves as the natural protectors
of the unfortunate slaves. .

Translation No. 4 is perfectly correct, four slaves were taken out of this boat;
they having claimed my protection, and being in British waters, I received them
on board the « Brisk,” and they were, by order of the Governor of Sierra Leone,
received into the liberated African department.

Their Lordships will perceive, in the copies of letters addressed to the Com-
mander-in-Chief, the Africans removed by me to Sierra Leone from the islands of
Bulama, and by me put into the Vice Admiralty Court, the Judge could not pass
sentence, but ordered all proceedings to be taken off the file of the Court, stating,
that though the people were in fact slaves, the law of the land must consider them
as freemen, as slavery could not exist in a British territory.

I trust their Lordships will consider that, in undertaking those services, no other
course was open to me but to perform it with determination; that no reference
was necessary to the Portuguese authorities at Bissoa; had such taken place the
229 human beings, held in chains and slavery on the island, would, in a short time,
have been exposed in the slave-mart, at Cuba, for sale.

I have, &e.
(Signed) ARTHUR KELLETT, Commander.
Sir John Barrow, Bart.,

&e. &e.  &e.

Third Enclosure in No. 59.
Lieutenant Kellett to Sir John Barrow.
SIR, Selskar, Weaford, April 23, 1840.

WitH respect to the Letter of the Baron de Moncorvo, with Enclosures,
one most important circumstance appears to have escaped the notice of the Portu-
guese authorities, that of accounting for one of Her Majesty’s subjects, being
found by me shackled to another slave on the island of Bulama, having been sold
out of a trading boat from Sierra Leone, to the notorious Caetano de Nozolino, and
held by him with the other slaves for embarkation ; the poor creature was the first
whose shackles were knocked off by my orders, and was most useful as a guide
during my stay at Bulama. :

I have, &ec.
(Signed) ARTHUR KELLETT, Commander.
Sir John Barrow, Bart.,
&e. &e. e
| No. 60.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden.
My Lorp, Foreign Office, May 23, 1840.

Your Lordship’s Despatch, ¢ Slave Trade,” of the 26th April, 1840, has

“been received ; and Her Majesty’s Government have taken into consideration the

Note enclosed in it, which was addressed to your Lordship by the Count de Villa

Real, on the 23rd of April, 1840, upon the subject of the proposed Treaty between
Great Britain and Portugal for the Suppression of the Slave Trade.

I have to desire, that in reply your Lordship will address to the Count de Villa
Real a Note, in which you will state :—

First, that the alteration, which his Excellency has suggested to be made in
the preamble to the Treaty, appears to Her Majesty’s Government unnecessary
and inexpedient; because that alteration would seem to imply, that any person,
being a native of Africa, but not happening to be black, may, without impropriety,
be carried from Africa, in order to be consigned to slavery; a thing which, how-
ever, the Portuguese Government canuot mean; and, therefore, the preamble must
stand as it does.

Secondly. You will state, that if the Count de Villa Real will look at the Draft
of Treaty, which was presented to the Portuguese Government, on the st of
August, 1838, by Mr. Jerningham, in pursuance of instructions sent out to Mr.
Jerningham by me on the 23rd July of that year, Count Villa Real will find, that
the Draft so presented to the Portuguese Government does not contain, as Count
Villa Real supposes, a stipulation that negroes found on board slave ships shall be
delivered up to the Government in whose dominions the adjudging commission is
established ; but on the contrary, that Draft provides that such negroes shall be
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delivered over to the Government fo whom belongs the cruizer which made the
capture; and to this arrangement Her Majesty’s Government still adhere.

Thirdly. You will state, that Her Majesty’s Government cannot assent to the
Article on Piracy proposed by the Portuguese Government; because its meaning
is not the same as that of the stipulation proposed by Her Majesty’s Government
in my Despatch of the 8th February to your Lordship; for Count Villa Real’s
Article says, that when the Slave Trade shall be declared piracy in Portugal the
Treaty *shall remain” in full force; whereas, the proposition in my Despatch
was, that the Treaty should not come into force until such law shall have been
passed in Portugal.

Fourthly. You will state, that Her Majesty’s Government regret they cannot
consent to a limited duration of the Treaty; because the Act of Parliament which
was passed last Session is unlimited in its duration; and, as the new Treaty is
intended to be a substitute for the execution of that Act, the Treaty must be un-
limited also.

Moreover, the object intended to be accomplished is the permanent suppression
of the Slave Trade, and that object cannot be attained by a temporary treaty.

It is also to be borne in mind, that arrangements such as those contained in
the Treaty will be necessary as long as the condition of slavery anywhere exists ;
because, so long as slavery exists, there will be a temptation for unprincipled men
to carry captives off, in order to make them slaves; and so long as such men have
any temptation to carry on the Slave Trade, treaties like that which is proposed to
Portugal will continue to be necessary, in order to prevent them from doing so.
But, if ever the condition of slavery should every where cease to exist, there can
be no doubt that the Powers, who have made Treaties for the Suppression of the
Trade in Slaves, will then cancel those treaties, because such treaties will then
have become useless and inapplicable.

With respect to the mutual right of search, which Great Britain and Portugal
have conceded to each other, without limit as to space, by the Treaties now existing
between them, aud which the proposed Treaty would also contain, Her Majesty’s
Government cannot admit that this mutual right is likely to be in any degree
more vexatious to the legal commerce of Portugal, than to the legal commerce of
Great Britain ; and if Great Britain is willing to encounter all risk of abuse in this
respect, for the sake of ensuring the suppression of the Slave Trade, Portugal may
well do the same; but this is a point which has often been argued, about which
the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government is fully made up, and upon which it
cannot give way. '

Fifthly. You will say, that Her Majesty’s Government must decline to make
the declaration desired by the Portuguese Government, with respect to the Con-
vention of the 28th July, 1817, because such a declaration would interfere with
the immediate operation of the Act of Parliament on Portuguese Slave Trade, and
would materially limit the power, which that Act gives to the Crown of England
to suppress the trade.

Sixthly. With regard to the Act of Parliament, your Lordship will state, that
Her Majesty’s Government would, upon signing the proposed Treaty, declare by
Note that, when the Treaty shall have been ratified, and the Portuguese legislature
shall have passed the stipulated laws, Her Majesty's Government will abstain from
exercising the powers given to the Crown by that Act. But the provisions of
that Act will, of course, continue to be carried into execution till the new Treaty
shall have come into operation. - -

Seventhly. You will tell the Portuguese Minister, that Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment will not object to a stipulation, whereby two Portuguese Commissioners,
Jointly with the two British members of the Mixed British and Brazilian Com.
mission at Rio de Janeiro, shall form a Mixed British and Portuguese Commission,
for trying the cases of Portuguese slave-vessels at Rio de Janeiro; but it will not
be proper that the Brazilian members of the court should sit in judgment upon
cases of Portuguese vessels. '

Finally. You will observe, that Her Majesty’s Government appreciates the
assurance given by Count Villa Real, of the desire of the Portuguese Government
to come at length to a definitive understanding with the British Government upon
the Slave Trade. , '

It will afford Her Majesty’s Government great satisfaction to be able to come to
a friendly arrangement on this subject with an ancient ally of Great Britain, and
Her Majesty’s éovernment will, therefore, be glad to see the assurance of his
Excellency followed up by the signature of the Treaty already proposed. But
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Her Majesty’s Government cannot in the mean time consent to suspend the
measures, which it has bad recourse to in order to suppress that trade. As Marshal
Saldanha is arrived in London, I shall endeavour to persuade him to sign such a
Treaty as Her Majesty’s Government may be able to agree to.

I have, &e.

The Lord Howard de Walden, (Signed) PALMERSTON.
‘ &e. &e. &e.

No. 61.
Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston.
Lisbon, May 18, 1840.
My Lorb, (Received May 25.)
I HAvE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
Despatches, marked “ Slave Trade,” to that of the 23d April last inclusive.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.

No. 62.

Viscount Palmerston to Baron de Moncorvo.
Foreign Offfice, May 29, 1840.
Tre Undersigned has received the Note, addressed to him on the 8th
instant by the Baron da Torre de Moncorvo, &c., containing a request on the part
of his Government to be furnished with the originals, or certified copies of the
papers of Portuguese vessels captured for Slave Trade, especially when such
papers may have been issued by any Portuguese Consul or other Portuguese
authority ; and the Undersigned has the honour to state to the Baron Moncorvo,
that directions will be given to Her Majesty’s officers, employed in suppressing
Portuguese Slave Trade, to transmit the papers required to Her Majesty's Govern-
ment, in order that they may be forwarded to the Portuguese Government, pur-
suant to the desire expressed in this respect by Baron Moncorvo.
The Undersigned, &ec.

The Baron da Torre de Moncorvo, PALMERSTON.

&e. &e. &e.

No. 63.
Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston.
Lisbon, June 1, 1840.
My Lorbp, . (Received June 8.)

I uavE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
Despatches, marked « Slave Trade,” to that of the 23d May last inclusive.

T have, &ec.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
- &e. &e. &e.
No. 64.
: Viscount Palmerston to Marquis Saldanha.
SIR, Foreign Office, June 15, 1840.

I uAvE the honour to transmit herewith to your Excellency a Draft of
Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal on Slave Trade, which Her Majesty’s
Government propose to the Government of Portugal.

This Draft is the same with that which was presented to the Portuguese
Government by Mr. Jerningham, in August, 1838, with the exception that a few
words have been added towards the end of Article III, in Annex B, to provide, that
the proceedings of the Courts of Mixed Commission under the Treaty shall be
eonducted in public. ' ‘
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I shall feel great pleasure in signing with your Excellency a Treaty copied
from this Draft.

I transmit at the same time, for the information of your Excellency, a copy of
an Instruction which I addressed on the 23d May last to Her Majesty;’s Envoy at
Lisbon, expressing the sentiments of Her Majesty’s Government upon a Note,
which on the 23d April preceding Count Villa Real had addressed to Her
Majesty’s Envoy, upon the subject of the proposed Treaty.

I have, &ec.
The Marquis of Seldanha, (Signed) PALMERSTON.

§e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 64.
Printed Draft of a Treaty, sent to Mr. Jerningham, August, 1838.
(See Class B., 1838.)

Words added to Art. 3 of Annex B.:—

« The proceedings of the said Mixed Commissions shall be open to the public;
and all the essential parts of the proceedings of the said Commissioners shall be
written down in the language of the country in which the Commissions shall re-
spectively reside.”

Second Enclosure in No. 64.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden.

‘ Foreign Office, May 23, 1840.
(See No. 60, page 70.)

No. 65.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de F¥alden.

My Lorb, - Foreign Office, June 29, 1840.

I BEREWITH transmit to your Lordship a copy of a communication which
has been received at this office from the Admiralty, relative to encouragement given
to Slave Trade by the Portuguese authorities at St. Paul de Loando and Bengueia ;
and T have to desire that your Lordship will communicate these papers to the
Portuguese Government, in order that they may give such orders as they may

judge suited to the occasion.
I have, &ec. .

The Lord Howard de W alden, (Signed) . PALMERSTON.
&e. &e. . &e.

First Enclosure in No. 65.
- Sir John Barrow to Viscount Leveson.
My Lorp, Admiralty, June 5, 1840.

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send
you herewith, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, a copy of a Letter from
Rear-Admiral the Honourable G. Elliot, dated 20th January last, relative to the
encouragement given to the Slave Trade by the Portuguese authorities at St. Paul
de Loando and Benguela.

I am, &ec.
- Viscount Leveson, (Signed) JOHN BARROW.

&e. &e.

Second Enclosure in No. 65.

Admiral Elliot to Mr. Wood.
SIr, « Melville,” at Sea, January 28, 1840.

I BEG you will acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that
by the information I have obtained from Her Majesty’s cruizers under my command,

Crass B. L
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I can have little doubt of the Portuguese authorities at St. Paul de Logndo and
Benguela being interested in, and rather encouraging than attempting to suppress
the Slave Trade, which is so extensively carried on from that coast. I do not
inelude the Governor-General, who has just returned to Europe, and who appeared
anxious to suppress the trade, but the Governor of Benguela and the Acting
Governor of St. Paulo cannot, I believe, be exempted from the charge ; and it is
perhaps right to state that it appeared to be the prevailing opinion, that the autho-
rities could not put it down, because they were entirely dependent upon the reve-
nues derived, either directly or indireetly, from such a traffic to support thei rcolonial
establishments. The activity of Her Majesty’s cruizers, and the serious inter-
ruption they have lately caused to the Slave Trade on that coast, has generated a
most hostile feeling towards British subjects. The Columbine ” was last month
refused permission to anchor at the usual anchorage of St. Paulo, and desired to
anchor outside the port, which Commander Elliot J‘refused to do, unless he had the
Governor’s directions i writing, which they declined sending. He was also told
that the authorities would not be answerable for the lives of any of his officers or
crew if they attempted to land, and was thus cut off from any species of supply,
at a time when an American and 20 Portuguese, mostly slave vessels, were lying
at the usual anchorage, obtaining all they required, and protected by the neutrality
of the port, till they were ready to take in their slaves, either outside of the harbour,
or under Cape Lagostios, a few miles to the northward ; the slaves sent from St.
Paulo in large canoes. 4

At Benguela the slaves are said to be openly shipped in the port, and a capi-
tation tax paid to the Governor. Their Lordships will already be in possession of
the statement made by Commander Tucker, relating to the conduct of the com-
mander of the Portuguese corvette « Urania,” (enclosed in my letter of the 2lst
instant, No. 15), the senior Portuguese officer on that coast; and I thought it better
to acquaint them of the hostility felt towards Her Majesty’s cruizers, and the indis-
position shown to grant supplies or assistance of any kind. I have only to trust
that the future success of Her Majesty’s ships may be such as is likely to continue
this feeling on the part of the slave dealers, and their influence is not sufficient to
prevent the native chiefs from granting the few supplies they are possessed of, unless
in the immediate vicinity of the only two Portuguese establishments, at St. Paulo
and Benguela. The Portuguese claim, I believe, the sovereignty of the coast as far
north as the Congo, but as they have not possession of one foot of the country
north of Cape Lagosto, and the native chiefs do not acknowledge any dependence
on the Portuguese, I trust their Lordships will approve of my not considering
the rights of neutrality to extend to any other places than St. Paul de Loando and
Benguela. The Portuguese Government have not even the pretence of any other
establishments, though individuals, English, American, Portuguese, and Spanish,
have either stores, or slave barracoons at convenient places for trade along the
coast which the natives permit, and upon which each hoists the colours of his
nation, as is usual in the factories on the whole of the African coast.

Iam, &ec.

Charles Wood, Esq., (Signed) GEORGE ELLIOT,

&e. Ge. e Rear-Admiral.

No. 66.

Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston.

Liston, June 20, 1840.
My Lorbo, (Received June 29.)

Tag Count de Villa Real has informed me, that it is the intention of the
Portuguese Government to forward to the Marquis de Saldanha, by this mail,
instructions and full powers, with a view to the signature of a Treaty with Great
Britain, for the suppression of the Slave Trade. .

I can barely anticipate any indispensable obstacle in the way of instructions, which
can fetter the Marshal.

The only real difficulty which has stood in the way of the conclusion of the Treaty,
as last proposed by Her Majesty’s Government, has arisen, I am satisfied, from the
dread on the part of the various Portuguese Plenipotentiaries, with whom I have
treated, of the effect of the united opposition of the Septembrista party, aided by the
funds of slave traders, and the co-operation of persons who are interested in-the
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rpetuation of the illicit traffic in slaves, as a source of indirect pecuniary ad-
vantages to themselves.

It thus obviously became a question of personal calculation, as to the effect on the
popularity or stability of the Plenipotentiary himself, or of the Government of
which he was a member, which required strong principles of integrity and true
feelings of patriotism and humanity to combat.

Marshal Saldanha possesses all these qualities. He has always been the avowed
enemy of the slave trader ; he does not fear responsibility as to any consequences
to himself, when embarked in what he considers a just cause.

Under these circumstances, if any statesman can sign the Treaty in question, he
is the man who can do so with most honour to himself, as acting upon principles
already publicly avowed by him, rather than upon expediency.

There is but one feeling among all classes against the Act of Parliament passed
last Session for the suppression of Portuguese Slave Trade, and any Treaty, there-
fore, would certainly be considered by the mass of the people in a national point of
view as less humiliating to Portugal than the act in question, and would, conse-
quently, I am satisfied, when sanctioned by the authority and name of so great a man,
and one so universally popular throughout the country as the Marshal, be hailed with
satisfaction throughout all classes, but those personally, directly or indireetly, inte-
rested in the perpetuation of the Slave Trade, as the corrupt and infamous source of
illicit and degrading pecuniary gain.

I have, &e.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.
No. 67.

Lord Howard de Wulden to Viscount Palmerston.

Lisbon, June 22, 1840.
My Lorp, (Received June 29.)
I HAVE the honour to enclose to your Lordship the copy and translation of
a Note, which I have just received from Count de Villa Real, informing me, officially,
that Her Most Faithful Majesty has resolved to send to the Marquis of Saldanha

full powers and instructions, in order to conclude the Treaty for the suppression of
the Slave Trade, in London.

I have, &e.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&c. _ &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 67.
(Translation.) Count Villa Real to Lord Howard de ¥ alden.

Office of Foreign Affairs, June 20, 1840.

THE'Undersigned, Minister, &c., has the honour to inform Lord Howard
d.e Walden, Envoy, &c., that Her Majesty the Queen, having taken into considera-
tion the contents of the Note addressed by his Lordship to the Undersigned on the
20th 9f May last, respecting the observations made by him, on the Treaty now in
negociation between the two Crowns for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and as
from the context of the same Note it appears that his Lordship’s instructions do not
permit him to agree to the stipulations, which are considered as being most essential,
Her Majesty has resolved to send to the Marshal Marquis of Saldanha both the
power and necessary instructions, in order to conclude this affair in London.

The Undersigned, &ec.

(Signed) COUNT DE VILLA REAL.
The Lord Howard de Walden,
e. &e. &e.
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No. 68.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de W alden.
My Lorp, Foreign Ofice, July 9, 1840.

I BAVE received your Lordship’s Despatches, marked Slave Trade,” of
the 20th and 22d June last, respecting instructions and full powers, said to have
been forwarded by the Portuguese Government to the Marquis de Saldanha, witha
view to the signature of a Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal for the sup-
pression of the Slave Trade. [ have now to acquaint your Lordship, that the
Marquis de Saldanha informed me, that his Government require, as a- sine qué non
condition of a new Slave Trade Treaty, that the duration of any such Treaty shall
be limited.

1 stated to the Marquis de Saldanha, in reply, that, for the reasons which have
frequently been explained to the Portuguese Government, such a condition is wholly
inadmissible by Her Majesty’s Government, and that consequently I considered his
communication tantamount to a declaration, that Portugal will not conclude a new
Tréaty for the suppression of the Slave Trade ; but I said,that this is now a question
which concerns Portugal alone, because by the Act of Parliament of last Session
the British Government has means to put dewn Slave Trade under the Portuguese
flag, as effectual as those which a new Treaty would confer.

I am, &ec.
The Lord Howard de Walden, (Signed) PALMERSTON.

§~c. §e.. &e.

No. 69.
Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston.
-~ Londres, 11 Juillet, 1840.
(Received July 14.)

Le Soussigné, Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire de Sa
Majesté Trés Fidéle prés Sa Majesté Britannique, ayant porté & la connaissance de
son Governement le contenu de la Note, et des documens qui 'accompagnaient, que
Tui fut adressée en date du 22 Mai dernier par son Excellence Monsieur le Vicomte
Palmerston, Principal Secrétaire ' Etat de Sa Majesté Britannique au Département
des Affaires Etrangdres, le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Tres Fidele apprit avec
e plus sincére regret, qu'aprés dix mois d’attente, et quand il espérait que la Note
que le Soussigné efit Phonneur de présenter & son Excellence, en date du 9 Aofit,
1839, aurait meritée la plus sérieuse attention, méme dans Vintérét du Gouverne-
ment Britannique, et pour amour de la réputation de sa marine, a sa plus grande
surprise, au lieu d’'une enquéte rigoreuse au sujet des accusations portées contre
M. Arthur Kellett, officier de la Marine Britannique, le Gouvernement de Sa
Majesté Britannique se limita 3 la démarche d'exiger de’ M. Kellett (la partie
accusée) quelques explications, dans lesquelles il parait ne vouloir pas méme se faire
charge de répondre aux accusations les plus sérieuses présentées contre lui, et
auxquelles Phonneur et la réputation de cet officier paraissent tellement tenir.

Le Soussigné a done regu ordre d’assurer son Excellence Milord Palmerston,
que dans esprit le plus sincére de conciliation, et désirant d’éviter tout sujet de
réeriminations acrimonieuses, le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Tres Fidéle espeére
que son Excellence fera examiner de nouveau les accusations en question, pour y
porter un jugement impartial, par tout autre personne qui ne soit le propre accuseé,
a fin d’éviter la conséquence naturelle qu’il devierme juge desa propre cause. Car
non seulement ces accusations se rapportent & des faits qui paraissent prouvés, et
qui sont une infraction évidente du droit des gens, mais a d’autres objets qui, quand
tnéme ils soient jugés d’aprés les lois Britanniques, mériteraient une punition sévere,
si M. Kellett ne prouvait d’une maniére indubitable son innocence a ce sujet.

Quant 3 la question de la souveraineté de l'isle de Bolama, question que M.
Kellett trancha d’une maniére vraiment insultante pour une nation libre, quelques
soient ses relations avec la Grande Bretagne, et plus encore si on veut se rappeller
un instant des rapports de tout genre qui ont existés si long tems entre le Portugal
et la Grande Bretagne, le Soussigné prie son Excellence de vouloir bien préter
attention a la Note, quele Ministre Secrétaire d’Etat des Affaires Etrangdres de Sa
Majesté Trés Fiddle dirigea & Milord Howard de Walden, en date du 26 Novembre
1834, dont il est bien de présumir que ce Ministre en donna connaissance a son
Gouvernement. Non seulement en conséquence de tout ce qui fut allegué dans
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cette Note, mais & cause du propre aveu de son Excellence dans celle du 22 Mai
dernier, il n’est que trop évident, que la conduite du Gouverneur de Sierra Leone
d’ordonner, et de M. Kellett d’exécuter de la maniére dont il le fit, la prise en

ossession de I'isle de Bolama, ot le pavillon Portugais flottait, et ot une garnison
de troupes de ligne se trouvait, insultant tout exprés I'un et I'autre, donne occasion
aux justes plaintes du Gouvernement Portugais.

Le Soussigné croit en avoir dit assez pour attirer I'attention de son Excellence 3
et dans 'espérance de la mériter sans aucun délai, il ne lui reste qu'a réiterer &
son Excellence M. le Vicomte Palmerston P'assurance de sa plus haute con-
sidération.

(Signé) LE BARON DA TORRE DE MONCORVO.
Son Excellence M, le Vicomte Palmerston, G.C.B.,

&e. &e. §e.

(Translation.)

Tue Undersigned, &c., having communicated to his Government the con-
tents of the Note, and of the Documents which accompanied it, which was addressed
to him, under date of the 22d May last, by his Excellency Viscount Palmerston,
&c., the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty learnt with the most sincere
regret, that after six months’ expectation, and when they hoped that the Note
which the Uundersigned had the honour to present to his Excellency, under date
of the 2d August, 1839, would have merited the most serious attention, even for
the sake of the British Government, and out of regard for the reputation of its navy,
to their greatest surprise, that instead of a rigorous inquiry on the subject of the
‘accusations brought against Mr. Arthur Kellett, an officer of the British navy, the
Government of Her Britannic Majesty limited itself to the step of demanding from
Mr. Kellett (the party accused) some explanations, in which he apparently does
not even take the trouble to answer the most serious charges preferred against him,
which so much affect his honour and reputation.

The Undersigned has therefore received orders to assure his Excellency Lord

Palmerston, that, in the sincerest spirit of conciliation, and desiring to avoid all
subjeets of acrimonious recrimination, the Government of Her Most Faithful
Majesty hopes that his Excellency will cause a fresh inquiry to be made into the
accusations in question, so that an impartial judgment may be brought to bear
upon them, by any other person but the party accused, in order to prevent the
natural consequence of his becoming judge in his own cause ; for not only do these
accusations refer to facts which appear to be proved, and which are an evident
infraction of the law of nations, but to other matters, which, even if judged accord-
ing to British laws, would merit severe punishment, if Mr. Kellett did not, in an
unquestionable manner, prove his innocence on the subject. :
. With regard to the question of the sovereignty of the Island of Bulama, a ques-
tion which Mr. Kellett cut short in a manner truly insulting towards a free nation,
whatever may be its relations with Great Britain, and still more so if one recollects
for an instant the relations of all sorts which have so long existed between Por-
tugal and Great Britain, the Undersigned begs his Excellency to have the
kindness to pay attention to the Note which the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs of Her Most Faithful Majesty addressed to Lord Howard de Walden
under date of the 26th November, 1834, which it may be presumed that
Minister communicated to his Government. Not only in consequence of all that
was alleged in-that Note, but on account of his Excellency’s own avowal in that of
the 22d May last, it is but too evident that the conduct of the Governor of Sierra
Leone in ordering, and of Mr. Kellett in executing as he did, the taking possession
of the Island of Bulama, where the flag of Portugal was floating, and where there
Was a garrison of troops of the line, expressly insulting both one and the other,
g1ve occasion for the just complaints of the Portuguese Government.

The Undersigned believes that he has said enough to attract the atfention of his
Exce}lency; and in the expectation of meriting it, without any delay, it only
Temains for him to repeat, &e. :

(Signel) THE BARON DA TORRE DE MONCORVO.
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No. 70.
Viscount Palmerston to Baron de Moncorvo.
Foreign Office, July 17, 1840.

Tae Undersigned has received the Note addressed to him on the 1lth
instant by the Baron da Torre de Moncorvo, &c., respecting the conduct of Lieut.
Kellett of Her Majesty’s ship « Brisk,” in certain proceedings which had recently
taken place at the island of Bulama. And the Undersigned has to acquaint Baron
Moncorvo that he has transmitted the Note in question to the Board of Admiralty,
and has requested that Board to institute further enquiries into the proceedings
referred to: and the Undersigned will again communicate with Baron Moncorvo
upon this subject, as soon as Her Majesty’s Government shall have learnt the
result of those further enquiries.

The Undersigned, &e.,
(Signed) PALMERSTON.
The Baron da Torre de Moncorvo,
&e. &e. ‘
No. 71.

Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston.
Cintra, July 12, 1840.
My Lorb, (Received July 20.)

I mavE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s Despatches marked
« Qlave Trade,” to that of the 29th June last, inclusive.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) [OWARD DE WALDEN.
Tke Right Honourable Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. &e. &e.
No. 72.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden.
My Lorbp, Foreign Office, July 31, 1840.

1 HEREWITH transmit to your Lordship for communication to the Portu-
ese Government, the copy of a Despatch and of its Enclosure from Her Majesty’s
%l:)mmissioners at Sierra Leone, containing a Report of the case of the Portuguese
schooner the * Pomba & Africa” detamed by Her Majesty’s schooner * Fair
Rosamond,” and condemned in the Mixed British and Portuguese Court of Com-
_ Iission, on the ground of being engaged in Slave Trade. The case of the ¢ Pomba
& Africa” is peculiarly revoltin% from the circumstance that upwards of 150 slaves,
besides a large crew and several passengers, were in this instance crammed into a
vessel of 35 tons burthen.

The  Pomba & Africa” as well as her cargo of slaves belonged to Doiia Fran-
cisca de Lima, a lady of Princes Island, and the vessel was furnished with papers
from the Council administering the government of that island, testifying that she
was bound on a voyage of lawful commerce: but the commerce described as
lawful was the purchase of 155 negroes, for importation into Princes Island.

I have, &c.
, (Signed) PALMERSTON.
The Lord Howard de Walden,

&e.  &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 72.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.
Sierra Leone, August 14, 1839.
(See Class A. No. 96, page 180.)
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No. 73.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de W alden.

My Lorp, : Foreign Office, July 31, 1840.

WirH reference tomy other Despatch of this date respecting the connivance
of Portuguese authorities with Slave Trade, I herewith transmit to your Lordship
a Copy of a Despatch, and the original Papers enclosed in it, from Her Majesty’s
Commissioners at Sierra Leone, containing a Report of the case of the Portuguese
schooner ¢ Liberal,” captured with 41 slaves on board, in the Bissao Channel, by
Her Majesty’s brig  Brisk.” '

The persons concerned in the slave undertaking in this case, attempted to prove
that they were carrying 38 of these slaves to. the Cape Verds, in accordance with
the Portuguese Decree of December, 1836, and that the three remaining slaves
formed part of the crew. ,

On a minute inquiry into the facts, however, it appeared that 14 of these slaves
were owned and shipped by JoZio Joze Antonio Frederico, Director of the Custom
House at Bissao, and were consigned to a Custom-house officer at Villa da Praya,
and that three of the slaves were owned and shipped by Honorio Pereira Barretto,
the Governor of Bissao. ‘

You will, by a Note to the Portuguese Minister, bring these faets to the know-
ledge of the Portuguese Government, as proof, in addition to those already afforded,
that Portuguese functionaries in Africa still disgrace their authority, by employing
‘it for the purpose of evading the laws, which they are specially bound to support,
for the suppression of the Slave Trade.

I am, &e.

(Signed) PALMERSTON.
The Lord Howard de ¥ alden,
&e. §e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 73.
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.

Sierra Leone, May 13, 1839,
(Class A, No. 95, page 175.)

A No. 74.
Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston.

Cintra, July , 1840.
My Lorb, ' (Received August 3.)

I 8AVE the honour to enclose a copy of a Note, whick I have received from
Senhor Rodrigo Fonseca da Magalhaes, in acknowledgment of the receipt of the
Note which I addressed to His Excellency, on the 15th instant, communicating to
him the Report of Rear-Admiral Elliot, relative to the encouragement given to the
Slave Trade on the coast of Africa by the Portuguese authorities.

I have, &e.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.

- Enclosure in No. 74.
(Translation.)

M. Magalhaes to Lord Howard de Walden.

Office of Foreign Affairs, July 21, 1840.
Tur Undersigned, Minister and Secretary of State, &c., had the honour to
receive the Note addressed to him by Lord Howard de Walden, and an accompany-
ing copy of an official letter, addressed by Rear-Admiral Elliot to the Admiralty
of Great Britain on the 28th of January last, in which he complains against the
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Portuguese authorities on the coast of Africa for giving protection to the Slave
Trade. '

As the charges made against the said authorities in that Official Letter are very
grave, the Undersigned will lose no time in making them known to the Minister
of Marine, in order that the most scrupulous examination may be directed to be
made through that department, respecting the proceedings of the said authorities,
by issuing the most positive orders to have the law of the 10th of December, 1836,
vigorously enforced there, not only as regards the said authorities, but also all other
individuals who might have infringed on the dispositions of the said Decree.

The Undersigned, &ec.
(Signed) RODRIGO DA FONSECA MAGALHAES.
The Lord Howard de Walden, :

&e. &e. &e.

No. 75.
Lord Howard de WWalden to Vi§count Palﬂ_zerston,

Cintra, July , 1840.
My Lozrp, ( Received August 3.)

I mave the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s Despatches marked
« Slave Trade,” up to that of the 20th of June last, inclusive.
I have, &ec..
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., '

&e. &e. &e.

No. 76.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden.

My LORD,_ Foreign Office, August 6, 1840,

I HEREWITH transmit to your Lordship a copy of a Despatch from Her
Majesty’s Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro, reporting that the “ Leopoldina,” a
vessel bearing the flag of Portugal, but belonging to Rio de Janeiro, had gone to
Quilimane, in order to embark a cargo of slaves, but had been compelled to return
in ballast, in consequence not only of the vigilance of the British squadron, but also
of the honourable opposition which the Governor of Quilimane made to the prose-
cution of her illegal enterprise. You will communicate the enclosed paper to the
Portuguese Government.

T have, &ec.,
(Signed) PALMERSTON.
The Lord Howard de Walden,

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 76.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.

Rio de Janeiro, May 19, 1840.
(See Class 'A. No. 171, page 317).

No. 77.
Viscount Palmerston to Baron de Moncorvo.

Foreign Office, August 8, 1840.
THE Undersign.ed, &ec., has the honour to acquaint the Baron de Moncorvo,
8.cc., that he has trqnsmltted to the Board of Admiralty a copy of the Communica-
tion addressed to him by the Baron de Moncorvo on the 1lth ultimo, respecting
the conduct of Lieutenant Kellett of Her Majesty’s ship < Brisk,” ir certain recent



PORTUGAL. 81

proceedings at the island of Bulama ; and that the Board of Admiralty have stated
to the Undersigned in reply, that they have forwarded copies of tha_t communication,
as well as of the former correspondence on this subject, to the.senlor of_ﬁcer of Her
Majesty’s ships and vessels on the coast of Africa, with directions to him to .inves-
tigate the whole of the allegations on both sides, and to report to Her Majesty’s
Government the result. And the Undersigned has to inform the Baron de Mon-
corvo, that whenever the result of that investigation shall have {'eached Her Ma-
jesty’s Government, the Undersigned will communicate further with the Baron de
Moncorvo on the subject.

The Undersigned, &ec.,

(Signed) PALMERSTON.
The Baron de Moncorvo,
&e. &e.  §e.
No. 78.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden.
My Lorp, Foreign Office, August 8, 1840.

It appears from Despatches from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra
Leone, that in the month of June, 1839, the Governor-General of the Cape Verd
Islands, Don Joaquim Pereira Marinho, transmitted to Mr. Barker, Her Majesty’s
Pro-Consul in those Islands, a list of vessels which had obtained Passports from
the CapeVerds, between the month of December, 1835, and the month of J anuary,
1838.

The Governor-General, in transmitting that list to Mr. Barker, requested to be
informed whether any, and which of those vessels had been concerned in the Slave
Trade ; and also to be furnished with such legal documents, connected with their
detention and condemnation, as should ensure the punishment of the offenders
according to law.

By a comparison of the list thus furnished by the Governor of the Cape Verds,
with the list of vessels actually condemned at Sjerra Leone, it appeared that the
paper transmitted by the Governor, and purporting to be a corréct official docu-
ment, contained the names of twenty only out of thirty-seven vessels, which had been
provided with Cape Verd Passports, within the period comprised in the return
furnished by M. Marinho, and had been condemned at Sierra Leone on a charge of
Slave Trade. I herewith transmit to you copies of the two papers, marked Nos. 1
and 2, respectively. '

The Commissioners at Sierra Leone judged that they should best comply with
the request of M. Marinho, by transmitting to his Excellency, through Her Ma-
jesty’s Consul at the Cape Verds a return of. the names and official documents
connected with such vessels only as were referred to in his Excellency’s list, and
had been captured with cargoes of slaves actually on board, and had been con-
demned in the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission.

Her Majesty’s Commissioners accordingly have transmitted to Her Majesty’s
Consul at the Cape Verds, a list of fifteen vessels thus circumstanced, and have
added to that list the original Passports, granted by the Governor of the Cape
Verds to those vessels, and certificates of the condemnation of each of those vessels
respectively, under the signature of the Registrar, and under the seal of the Court.
I transmit to your Lordship a list of those vessels marked No. 8. In each of
these vessels guilt was proved beyond question by the presence of a full cargo of
slaves ; all of them were condemned as Portuguese vessels, for an undeniable violation
ofthe Conventions which subsisted between Great Britain and Portugal for the sup-
pression of illegal Slave Trade. :

The original Passports of those vessels, and the Certificates of condemnation in
each case, furnish the most undeniable documentary evidence, of the fraudulent and
illegal conduct of the persons who were owners and commanders of the vessels.

It remains, therefore, now with the Governor-General of the Cape Verds, and
with the Government of the mother-country, which delegated its authority to him,
to prove the sincerity of their professions on Slave Trade, by prosecuting to punish-~

ment tChOSG persons, who in the cases of these vessels have offended against the laws
LASS B
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of Portugal, by attempting to carry on a piratical Slave Trade, under cover of Pass-
ports ostensibly destined to protect innocent and legal commerce.

You will acquaint the Portuguese Government with the facts stated in the Dis-
patch ; and you will add that Her Majesty’s Government will be anxious to learn
the result of the proceedings, which, in consequence of the communication here
referred to from the Commissioners at Sierra Leone to the authorities at the Cape
Verds, may be instituted against the Slave Traders concerned in the cases of those
vessels.

I have, &c.,
_ (Signed) PALMERSTON.
The Lord Howard de Walden, _

xe.  &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 78.

List furnished by Governor- General of the Cape Verd Islands.
(Class A, page 190.)

Second Enclosure in No. 78.

List ﬁhm’shed by Her Majesty’'s Commissioners at Sierra Leone.
(Class A, page 192.)

Third Enclosure in No. 78. v
List of Vessels in Note « at the foot of page 189, Class A.

No. 79.
Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston.
o Cintra, July 26, 1840,
(Extract.) (Received August 9.)
Your Lordship informs me by your Despatch of the 9th instant, that
the Marquis de Saldanha has stated to your Lordship, that his Government required,
as a sine qud non condition of a new Slave Trade Treaty, that the duration of any

such Treaty shall be limited. ‘
This is at variance with the assurances T had received from the Count de Villa

Real personally.

No. 80.
Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston.

Cintra, August 1, 1840.
My Lorp,. (Received August 9.)

I HAVE the honour to enclose the  Diario de Governo” of the 20th ult., In
which the debate in the House of Senators on that part of the address which refers
to the Slave Trade, and the protest of the Cortes against the British Act of Par-
Jiament for the suppression of Portuguese Slave Trade, is given at some length,
and I understand with unusual accuracy. ,

The principal speeches worthy of attention are those of Baron Ribeira de Sabrosa,
Senhor Rodrigo Fonseca de Magalhaes, Baron Tojal, Count Villa Real, and the
Duke of Palmella.
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The Baron da Ribeira Sabrosa indulges, as usual, in unmeasured terms of hos-
tility and antipathy to England.

Senhor Rodrigo Fonseca de Magalhaes, Count de Villa Real, and the Duke of
Palmella, all spoke more openly than they had hitherto done, in the sense of a justi-
fication of the policy of English alliance, and eriticising the course pursued by the
Government of the Revolution of September. Each appeared, however, to seek to
neutralize the unpopular effect such doctrines, uttered by themselves, might create
among the Septembrista party, by launching forth in strong protests against the
Act of Parliament for the suppression of the Portuguese Slave Trade.

The speech of the Baron Tojal is a most excellent one, and has created great
impression. It is remarkable for the boldness with which he brought forward un-
palatable truths, in refutation of the doctrines of the Septembristas, and in exposure
of the system of misrepresentation and deception which has so long been practised
on the public in regard to English alliance ; and it is highly creditable to him, not
only for the sounduess of the views and the correctness of the arguments by which
they are supported, but for the independent spirit of real patriotism by which it
was dictated.

‘ I have, &e.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., ‘
&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 80.
Diario de Governo, Lisbon, July 29, 1840.

Second Enclosure in No. 80.

Eatracts translated from the Diario de Governo of the 29th of July, 1840, from
the Debate on the Answer to the Speech from the Throne.

Bazron da Ribeira de Sabrosa, in a long and vehement speech upon the
Slave Trade question and British Alliance, said, that he not only felt it his duty,
but a real satisfaction to him, to show to his country that the atrocious and unheard-of
hostilities, committed by Great Britain against Portugal and her colonies, and per-
- petrated by her under the garb of peace and of the most designing and treacherous
alliance with Portugal, issued from quite a different motive from that which had
been proclaimed by Great Britain. What England calls with the specious names
of philanthropy and mercantile. interests, in the face of foreign nations, was nothing
more than overbearingness and ambition. It has been propagated in England that
the Portuguese flag was either exclusive in the slave traffic, or at least the most
conspicuous in it amongst other nations. '

This seems to be the reason why special mention was made of it in the fourth
paragraph of the nefarious Bill passed in Parliament, which was a correct imitation
of the Decree of Milan.

The Baron made an exposition of facts to prove the falsity of this assertion, &e.
He explained the proceeding of Mr. Tolmé, the British Consul at Havana,
respecting slave vessels found to be foreigners under the Portuguese flag ; exclaimed
against England, whose aim was to force Portugal to make cession to her of her
colonies—that England was jealous of the improvement of agriculture in Africa;
animadverted on the conduct of Great Britain towards Ireland, quoting Sir Robert
Inglis’s Travels into that country, in which is seen that the poor and the working
classes in Ireland live like pigs, and in the same huts with these animals, with
whom they share their food. ¢ Philanthropy! (the Baron exclaimed,) I doubt
whether any philanthropy exists in England, since Lord Byron, who knew his
countrymen well, asserts that ° virtue was not to be found in England.’ ”

* The English (continued the orator) will not allow that sugar and coffee should
be cultivated in Brazil and the island of Cuba, at a cheaper rate than in her colo-
nies ; but their efforts are not devoted to the slavery of the negroes, but they aim at
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the possession of that fertile soil of which we are unluckily the owners, and which
produces also hides, ivory, and wax, and excites the envy of the Government of
Great Britain.” (Hear! hear!) The orator said that this was the real motive that
induced England to humiliate Portugal, by throwing every impediment in the way
of negotiating a Treaty, which is to be concluded by common accord, and without it
the Conventions of 1817 can never be annulled.

The Minister of the Interior said, he allowed that the wish of all Administrations,
from the date of the restoration of the Throne up to the present day, was that of making
an end of the Slave Trade; that they all had at heart the suppression of the Slave
Trade by concluding a Treaty: so far it is correct; but one truth, however bitter,
must be owned, and this truth is, that in spite of the measures adopted by the Ad-
ministrations that came into power after the Revolution of September, 1836, a
large traffic in slaves has been carried on by slave vessels under the Portuguese
flag. Who will deny, then, that the Portuguese flag covered this nefarious traffic ?
It was not with the consent, but against the consent of the Portuguese Government
that this fraud has been committed ; and the expression made use of by the illus-
trious Senator, and attributed to a British Minister, ought to be explained in this
manner. The Government, in the face of certain facts, and indeed of many facts,
cannot deny that the Portuguese flag has been fraudulently hoisted in order to cover
the nefarious traffic in slaves—(hear! hear!) ;—but it is not less certain that the
wish of the Government is to oppose the continuation of a similar fraud, to which
end they have adopted efficacious measures. It is also true, it must be confessed,
these measures have not proved effective, and that the orders of Government have
been treated with contempt, and that foreigners have obtained Passports and other
papers from persons in the employ of Portugal for the purpose of carrying on this
trafic. (Hear! hear!) After this, mention may be made of the question,—the
observations made by the Noble Senator respecting the rigorous and violent
measures exclusively put in practice against Portuguese vessels. There certainly
exists certain cases when those outrages were committed innocently against Portu-
guese vessels; but it is also certain that many Portuguese vessels have been cap-
tured with slaves on board, and having all the appearance of being slave ships, and
after all proved not to be Portuguese vessels : therefore we must confess the hard
truth of our having been insulted, first by contrabandistas (smugglers), and then by
the English cruizers. By lawless smugglers first, by their subj ecting the Portu-
guese flag to double infamy, viz., that of covering the slave traffic, and of exposing
the flag of Portugal to the violence of British cruizers, by vessels which were not
Portuguese. These insults, therefore, not being made to Portugal, but to the bor-
rowed flag which the said smugglers carried on their vessels, such an evil requires
a remedy. Russia, of whom the Noble Senator spoke as being a great and pow-
erful nation, has abandoned all Russian vessels, or vessels carrying the Russian
flag, to the mercy of the British cruizers, whenever they were met by them and
found to be employed in the Slave Trade. I saw (the orator said) a copy of the
instructions sent to the Consular Agents at every port, by which it is declared that
the Russian Government not only would not give protection to, but even abandoned
as not belonging to her, all vessels employed in the slave traffic, in spite of their
carrying the Russian flag. I am of opinion (continued the orator) that the sup-
pression of the Slave Trade is by no means against the interests of Portugal and of
her Colonies ; on the contrary, I consider it greatly in her favour. (Hear! hear!)
T will go further. I not only consider it as a real good, but I look upon it as a
matter of necessity. If I am not mistaken (the orator said) I understood the Noble
Baron asserts, that under the plea of philanthropy an attempt was made to attack,
together with the Slave Trade, the vessels employéd in this traffic, the resources
derived from it to the persons that carried it on, and the country from which slaves
are exported ; in other words, that under the pretext of philanthropy the English
were endeavouring to put an end to this trade, with the view of completely ruining
the Portuguese colonies. [Here Baron da Ribeira de Sabrosa said that this was his
opinion.] Very well (continued the orator), in this case mine is perfectly in opposi-
tion to that of the Noble Baron, and so, I believe, will say any other man who has a
knowledge of the African territory, and considers its prosperity wholly depending
on its population. Let us speak openly. If the English had the ruin of the Por-
tuguese Colonies in view, why should they endeavour to suppress the trade, by the
prohibition of which the negroes are no longer exported from their native country !
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A wise Government never could allow the traffic in slaves, who, by ceasing to be
exported from Africa, would bestow the labour which enriches other countries in
favour of their own. (Hear! hear!) This fact evidently contradicts of itself the
Noble Baron’s assertion, and as such I must differ with him in opinion.

« There is no doubt (the orator said) but we (the Portuguese) have suffered a
great many insults, on the supposition, either ill or well founded, that there was no
sincerity on the part of the Portuguese Government in their wish to join Great
Britain in the suppression of the Slave Trade. I am far from believing such to be
the case ; but in their persuading themselves that there was no sincerity in our
wishes appearances must have had a great share; for, at a time when almost all
maritime nations, such as Spain, Naples, Sardinia, and Brazil, had concluded a
Treaty with England for the suppression of the slave traffic, no Treaty had heen
concluded, nor is concluded up to the present day, with Portugal to the same effect.
He did not intend, however, by this observation to exculpate the many insults offered
by the British cruizers to Portugal ; but we (the Portuguese) cannot help after all’
concluding, as it is expressed in the Committee’s project of the answer to the Throne,
that the conclusion of a Treaty with England is now indispensable: and this neces-
sity the orator considered not only in consequence of the present situation in which
Portugal is placed, |but also in consequence of circumstances supervened, God
knows through whom, which have been the cause of Portugal being in that situa-
tion. Moreover, in order that Portugal may not be behind hand in what is called
civilization, Portugal ought, even without a Treaty, to exert all means in her power
to suppress this traffic ; and, were it not for the circumstances stated above, I (the
orator) would say, Well, let us make no Treaty, but, on the other hand, let us exert
ourselves by every means in our power to suppress this trade; let us send all the
vessels of war we can muster to the seas of Africa; let us make prisoners and con-
demn to death all those who dare to make use of the Portuguese flag in a fraudulent
manner to cover the Slave Trade. (Hear! hear!) Let this way of think-
ing be called partiality on my part : it is notso. Let all the sarcastic language be
used on the supposed motives for the suppression of this traffic. 'What harm can
result to us in attributing to a nation that makes every effort to put down this traffic,
principles of virtue or humanity? However, we will allow it for a moment to be
partiality on my part. Very well. There are eertain prejudices which a Govern-
ment never ean combat. Would it not have been a folly, nay, a very great folly,
for any Government, at the time of the Crusade, when all the world had taken into
their heads to go and meet with their graves at Palestine, to attempt to dissuade
them from following this religious impulse ?

“ Portugal is in duty bound to conclude this Treaty; she gave her word many
years ago to conclude it, and her word she must keep. It is certain that the evils
which result from the non-conelusion of this Treaty are both real and fatal. T
blame no one (said the orator) but I trust the Chamber will do me the justice to
say that I was not the cause of them, nor had I any share in preventing the con-
clusion of the'said Treaty. The present Administration found the negotiations
for it in the same state as it is at present, perhaps in a worse state.

““ The orator would not attempt to deny the words of Lord Byron, he will only
make some observations on the testimony given by that nobleman. He would ask,
who would rather give such a testimony in good faith, a Frenchman or Lord
Byron ? It is therefore necessary to look for a better testimony. But a French-
man will never be able to form a good idea respecting England, no more will an
Englishman respecting France. Every one knows that Lord Byron was a man of
great talent, but nothing could satisfy him, nor could he be quiet in any place. His
1deas of good and evil were the offspring of his own imagination, and both his slandre
and his praise were generally bestowed upon things just as they were painted in
1t, and not as they were in reality. Sir Robert Inglis (said the orator) was one
more testimony produced by the Noble Baron, but let us say the truth. Is Ireland
situated beyond Hindostan or China? The Noble Baron, as he is fond of reading,
may perhaps have read the Voyages of a German Prince, who belongs to a nation
characterized by their being cool in thinking. I mean that they are very persevering
In combining their ideas, in order to give things their just value, without showing
any partiality either to England or to France. The work I quote (said the
orator) enjoys good reputation for impartiality, therefore I should always give it
the preference to epigrams or satirical works, written by natives or by foreigners
In any country. I do not pretend to say that Ireland is on a par with England
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either in civilization or prosperity. I know she stands greatly below England, but
the comparison made of the Irish with pigs never can be conceived when speakin
of beings who wear a human form. (Hear, hear.) The Irish, like all other nations,
have good and bad qualities. But that country has nevertheless given birth to so
many great men, that one of them would be enough to destroy the comparison made
of them with pigs. But I shall leave this episodium a part which is now answered
by another episodium, without any pretension to the honour of being the defender
of the Irish nation.

« ] have noother observations to make for the moment (said the orator), although
what has been said by the Noble Baron, in order to prove that we have been ill-
treated and insulted by a foreign nation, is not sufficient to do away with the
necessity of concluding a Treaty with England. This is the main object, because
it is well known that without a Treaty it is impossible to put a stop to the effects
of that unfortunate and tyrannical Bill. To this object a prudent Government
ought to direct its views, in conforming to the stipulations of this Treaty, with the
honour and dignity of the nation, and making a Treaty that will frankly and directly
tend to obtain the double end of abolishing the Bill, and of efficaciously suppressing
the traffic in slaves.”

Baron Ribeira Sabrosa, in reply to Count Villa Real’s observations on the Treaty
under negotiation between Lord Howard de Walden and Viscount de Sa da
Randeira, said, « That the proof that the intention of the British Government was
to remedy the evil consequences of the Slave Trade by the ruin of Portugal was
the Ultimatum of Mr. Jerningham.

« T ami so much convinced of this being their plan, that I did not hesitate to
declare one day in the presence of some of the august personages, that I would
sooner leave this country, or even die, than sign such an insulting Ultimatum, pre-
sented in such an insolent manner ; all my colleagues joined me in opinion on that
occasion. He said that the-situation of a Portuguese subject, doomed to be tried
before a foreign tribunal whose language he does not understand, is truly dis-
tressing : moreover, the prisoner might happen to be a passenger quite guiltless of
the erime of contraband, and in this case he would find himself in a dreadful situa-
tion, most horrible to be thought of, and if there should be any Portuguese subject
willing to consent to such a stipulation, or a minister that would make no scruple
in signing it, the curse of God must fall upon their heads.” 'The orator said,
« that very often British philanthropy is the offspring of vanity, as ten pounds of
potatoes and an equal weight of coals is distributed by the philanthropist amongst
those wretched families starving in their neighbourhood, but before the fire is made
and the potatoes boiled, his pompous gift is announced to the Morning Post on a
sheet of gilt paper, and by this newspaper, in its turn, to all the world. Christian
charity, Mr. President, is more modest, and hides itself in the shade like the violet,
to avoid ostentation.”

The Minister of the Interior begged leave to say a few words respecting Ire-
land, in answer to the observations made by Baron Ribeira de Sabrosa on the
subject.

¢ The Baron said (if I mistake not, said the Minister) that the only difference
between men and pigs in Ireland was, that men spoke, and pigs grunted. 1am not
aware that such a difference alone could be admissible. 1 know many unfortunate
men who live in the greatest indigence, but are otherwise endowed with an excel-
lent mind. It is true that the people of Ireland have been kept down by the
political circumstances of that country ; nevertheless I have no doubt but the Noble
Baron will coincide with my opinion, that the mental faculty of the Irish, who
possess it in the same degree as any other nation, ought not to be depreciated, therefore
it is by no means fair to compare them with pigs; nor does it follow, because they
do not eat meat, that they may not choose some other aliment for their support. In
Portugal we know that many of the inhabitants of the Northern Provinces do not
live upon meat. The Minister, speaking on the question of piracy, seid, that
Portugzl could not help adopting the general opinion, both of the Government and
nations of Europe, respecting the Slave Trade, this opinion being manifest in reality
both in the King’s palace and in the poorest cabin in Ireland.”

The Minister of Justice said, « I mention this (in answer to Baron da Ribeira de
Sabrosa, respecting the Ultimatum presented by Mr. Jerningham). If this expla-
nation were not given, after hearing the Noble Baron say, with that energy which
is proper to his character, © that he would rather die or quit the country,” it might
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be presumed that the august, personages alluded to by him might have evinced
unwillingness or obstinacy on their part.”

Count de Villa Real said, * When Her Majesty was pleased to appoint me to
the Ministry the Bill had already passed, therefore my own efforts, in conjunction
with those of my colleagues, were directed to the conclusion of a Treaty, in virtue
of which the said Bill should cease to operate, and against which no Government
in Portugal could avoid protesting, as it is contrary to public right, and being like-
wise an act of a foreign power, which was destined to be enforced against Portu-
guese subjects. It is therefore evident that it attacks Portuguese independence,
a circumstance which must be felt with indignation by all the Portuguese nation.
(Hear, hear.) ,

* I endeavoured, therefore, to enter immediately into a negotiation by verbal
communications, which preceded the Note addressed by me to the British Minister,
in order to see if it were possible to conclude a Treaty with England.

“ I believe Portugal has bound herself by her first Treaty to fix a future period
for putting an end to the Slave Trade, and I also think that the Decree of the 10th
of December, 1836, has done more harm than good. I must declare, however, that
1 did not impugn the good wishes of that Administration in promulgating the said
Decree ; I merely mention this as matter of fact. (Hear, hear.) Brazil being no
longer a colony of Portugal, the reserve stipulated in the first Treaty with England
could of course no longer be applied toit ; this stipulation was that which granted it
the faculty of carrying on the Slave Trade south of the Line. Itis therefore clear
that Brazil could not be comprehended in this stipulation. But when England
saw that, after the promulgation of the Decree of the 10th December, 1836, the
Slave Trade continued to be carried on under the Portuguese flag, she strongly
suspected the sincerity of the intentions of the Portuguese Government of putting
down this inhuman traffic.. 'We must confess, however, that circumstances are
very different now to what they were in 1836, when I (Count Villa Real) was in
the admipistration, and when on the point of signing a Treaty by far more advan-
tageous than any that have been afterwards under negotiation on the subject.—I
could not help regretting when I returned into the Administration, that our situation
should be now less favourable than it was at that time.

“The question of the progress of negotiation with England respecting the same
Treaty is perfectly independent of the Revolution of September, as no rupture
between England and Portugal having taken place within that and the present
time, the Government continued the said negotiation.”

Baron Tojal, in a long and talented speech, commenced by asserting that he
would have written on the entrance-door of that Chamber, that he who was afraid
to speak the truth ought not to enter it, and that on his part he would prove to the
senate the real state of the question under discussion, as an independent man who
would speak boldly what his conscience dictated him, and what he considered of
advantage to his own country. He said that Portugal could not have existed as a
kingdom, and even at the present moment could not maintain her independence,
without the alliance of Great Britain; that this alliance was the bulwark of the
Portuguese monarchy and the spirit that animated her, a fact well attested in her
history, and recognized by all the Monarchs that reigned in Portugal, from the days
of Cromwell down to the French invasion of the Peninsula. Thus British assist-
ance was demanded by the Portuguese Monarchs in various moments of danger,
and Great Britain never denied her powerful assistance as given to a faithful ally.
Here he recapitulated all the historical facts that are in record from Don John the
First down to John the Sixth, in the most aceurate manner, by which he showed
the inestimable value of the British alliance to Portugal.

He observed that, far from the nation inveighing against Lord Palmerston, they
ought to confess their obligation to this noble statesman whose zeal and interference
has not only rescued Portugal from the hands of despotism, and placed her amongst
the free and independent kingdoms of Europe, but kept her secret enemies at bay,
Whp would fain have taken advantage of her disunion with England, by the moral
weight of her alliance with and protection of Great Britain, fully evinced during the
last struggle for her independence. He thought Portugal ought never to lose sight
of these truths, and conclude as soon as possible her treaty with so faithful an ally.

he orator answered an observation made by Baron Ribeira de Sabrosa, respecting
tl_le-conduct of the Marquis of Pombal towards the British Cabinet, in making it
give a satisfaction for the insult offered to the two French vessels in the Bay of
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Lagos, by saying that the noble Baron was perfectly correct as to the fact of such
a satisfaction having been given to Portugal by the British Cabinet, but he would ask
the Chamber whether any one could ever believe that the great Lord Chatham, who
had previously made the Cabinet of the Bourbons in France tremble, and defeated
all their plans, would tamely submit to the threats of Pombal, who, the orator said,
made him give a satisfaction? No man will certainly believe it; a satisfaction was
given, it is true, but this satisfaction must have sprung from the friendly feelings of
an ancient ally, and not elicited by the imperative tone of the Marquis. Moreover,
this supposition is confirmed by the subsequent gonduct of the Marquis towards
England, which is also sutficient to convince us of the high opinion that statesman
entertained of the importance of the alliance of Portugal with Great Britain for
the welfare of the Portuguese nation, when Monsieur de Choiseul, the Minister of
France, and Seiior Count de Aranda, the Spanish Minister, intimated to the._
Marquis the resolution of their Sovereigns to send an army to invade Portugal, if
a declaration of war was not immediately made by Portugal against England.
What was the Marquis's answer to the representatives of these two powerful
nations? He told them they might attempt such an invasion if they pleased, that
the Portuguese Government would never declare war against her ancient ally, with
the assistance of whom they would easily repel their threatened invasion. The
result was that Portugal, having applied to England for an able general to organize
her army, Count la Lippe was sent out, and the assertion of the Marquis was
verified by the complete defeat of the invading army.

Respecting treaties, the Baron observed that from the time of Cromwell to that
of Don John the First, John the Fifth, and up to the year 1810, many treaties
were made in accordance to the situation of Portugal ; and if England, as a power
ful nation, had then exacted some extraordinary concessions in her favour, at a
moment of danger, who could say she was to blame? Did ever England force
Portugal into any treaty at the mouth of the cqnnon? Moreover, who enjoyed
the advantage of reciprocity in their respective commerce? was it Portugal, supply-
ing with her products 24,000,000 of inhabitants, or England with her manufac-
tures a country peopled by 8,000,000 of souls? He spoke upon several points,
and concluded by saying that the vitality of Portugal was preserved by her alliance
with Great Britain. ‘

The Duke of Palmella made a long speech in the same sense, and begged leave
of the Senate to read part of his correspondence with the Portuguese Government
in 1817, in which he urged the necessity of keeping on good terms with Great
Britain, as Portugal was then threatened by the colossal power of the Holy
Alliance to be subdued by a political slavery, and that a Spanish army would march
immediately into Portugal, if they were not checked by the knowledge of her being
allied with Great Britain.

Respecting the slave question, he said he confessed that the demand of the
British Government of the Treaty being perpetual was harsh, and such as Portugal
could not submit to, but as he was aware of there being a remedy for everything in
this world, he could also find a remedy against this demand ; and this remedy was
for Portugal to cease to exist!!! However, continued the noble Duke, ought
Portugal to subscribe to her political death under such circumstances? He
certainly would say, no! and no one valued more highly than he did the import-
ance of Portugal being united to Great Britain by treaties, and having her as an
ally, who has always, and ever will, succour her in the day of trial.

Viscount de S4 da Bandeira spoke largely on the Treaty, and dwelt on the im-
possibility of the Portuguese Government sanctioning the perpetuity of it, for the
reasons he had formerly assigned. Respecting the Treaty proposed by France for
the suppression of the Slave Trade, he observed that this Treaty confined the
right of search to 25 degrees of latitude, say 15 degrees north and 10 degrees south
of the equator; it so happened, however, that all the French ports were situated
to the north of the 15 degrees, whereas the Portuguese settlements were all com-
prised within the limits specified, consequently, while the French iere justified
legally in searching every Portuguese ship leaving the Portuguese ports on the
coast of Africa, the Portuguese would be completely debarred from doing the same
to French vessels, when quitting their settlements ; therefore the Treaty is void of:
reciprocity with regard to Portugal.

Baron Ribeira de Sabrosa, in answer to Baron Tojal’s speech, observed that the
noble Bazva had only read part of the history of Portugal, upon which he based his
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arguments, and therefore he did not examine those facts that outweighed them, but
that the Baron, in so doing, only aimed at pleasing the British Government, as it
was evident by his speech.

) (Signed) SEBASTIAN CHARLES Rozas.
Lisbon, July 20, 1840. :
No. 81.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden.
My Lorb, Foreign Office, August 10, 1840.

I HEREWITH transmit to your Lordship, a Copy of a Despatch and of its
Enclosure from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone, containing a report
of the case of the Portuguese schooner “ Passos,” which was detained with a cargo of
87 slaves on board, by Her Majesty’s sloop ‘“Wolverine,” within a few miles of
Princes Island. ‘

The « Passos” was one of those vessels which are employed for the purchase
and transport of slaves, from the mainland of Africa to the Islands of Princes
and St. Thomas. 'These vessels form a numerous class, and the Government
authorities of Princes and St. Thomas have afforded great encouragement and
assistance to the nefarious enterprizes in which those vessels are engaged. Her
Majesty’s Government have frequently had to communicate to that of Portugal facts
and circumstances respecting these Slave Trade transaetions, and Her Majesty’s
Government have remonstrated against the impunity enjoyed by Portuguese subjects
engaged in and abetting those undertakings. :

Her Majesty’s Government regret to perceive, that notwithstanding the profes-
sions of the Portuguese Government in respect to Slave Trade, these transactions
still go on, and are still protected by Portuguese authorities. Your Lordship will
by Note communicate to the Portuguese Government the facts of the case, as
detailed in the accompanying papers, for such measures as that Government may
judge proper to take upon the subject.

I am, &ec.
Lord Howard de Walden, (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 81.
Her Majesty’'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.
7 - . Sierra Leone, May 13, 1839.
(See Class A, No. 93, p. 171.) e

No. 82.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden.
' Foreign Office, August 13, 1840,

Circular sending Papers presented to Parliament.

(See No. 14.)

‘ No. 83.
Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden.,

My Lorp, - S Foreign Office, August 14, 1840,

I HEREWITH transmit to your Lordship a Copy of a Despatch, and of its
Enclosures, which I have received from Her Majesty’s Consul at the Cape Verd
Islan((li. Your Lordship will see in that communication a detailed account, verified

LAss B.
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upon oath, that a vessel of the Portuguese Royal Navy has been employed in con-
veying slaves from the continent of Africa to the Cape Verds.

You will communicate by Note to the Portuguese Government the su.bstance of
the accompanying papers, and you will in that Note call the attention of the
Government to the circumstance, that so flagrant was this instance of Slave Trade
on the part of the authorities of the Cape Vgerds, that the Municipal Chamber of
the Islands thought it right to send up a Protest to the Gpvernor, against the im-~
propriety of employing the Government vessels for so crix;unal gl object.

- am, &e.
The Lord Howard de W alden, (Signed) PALMERSTON.

- &e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 83.

Mr. Rendall to Viscount Palmerston.
St. Jago, May 22, 1840.
(See No. 128.)

No. 84.

Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston.
Cintra, August 10, 1840.
My Lozp, (Received August 17.)

I mAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatches,
- marked ¢ Slave Trade,” to those of the 31st July last, inclusive.
I have, &e.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. &e. &e.

No. 85.

Lovd Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmersion.

Cintra, August 13, 1840.
My Lorp, (Received August 24.)

I uAVE the honour to enclose a copy of a Note, which, in pursuance of
your Lordship’s instructions, I have addressed to Senhor Rodrigo Fonseca de
- Magalhaes, communicating the circumstances attending the seizure of the Portu-

ese schooner,  Pomba de Africa,” and calling his Excellency’s attention to the
conduct of the Portuguese authorities in question,
I have, &e.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 85.

Lord Howard de Walden to M. Magalhaes.

Lisbon, August 11, 1840.

Tae Undersigned, &e., has been inst;'ucted' to communicate to the
Portuguese Government a copy of a Despatch, ana of its Enclosure, from Her
Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone, containing a report of the case of the
Portuguese schooner, the ¢ Pomba de Africa,” detained by Her Majesty’s
schooner “ Fair Rosamond,” and condemned in the Mixed British and Portuguese
Court of Commission, on the ground of being engaged in the Slave Trade.

The Undersigned has the honour to request the particular attention of Senhor
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R. F. de Magalhaes, &ec., to this casé of the «“ Pomba de Africa,” being one
peculiarly revolting, from the circumstance of upwards of 150 slaves, besides a large
crew and several passengers, having in this instance been crammed into a vessel of
-85 tons burthen.

The « Pombae de Africa,” as well as her cargo of slaves, belonged to Donna
Francisca de Lima, a lady of Princes Island; and the vessel was furnished with
papers from the Government of that island, testifying that she was bound on a
voyage of lawful commerce But the commerce described as lawful was the
purchase of 155 negroes. for importation into Princes Island !'!!

The Undersigned, &ec.

(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
His Excellency Senhor R. Fonseca de Magalhaes,
&e. &c. &e.
No. 86.

Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston.
Cintra, August 13, 1840.

- My Logrp, ; (Received August 24.)

I uAVE addressed to Senhor Rodrigo Fonseca de Magalhaes, a Note, (a
copy of which I enclose),” communicating to his Excellency the Report of Her
Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone, relative to the condemnation of the
Portuguese slave vessel < Liberal ;” by which further proof is afforded of the par-
ticipation and co-operation in the Slave Trade, still continued by. the authorities
under the Crown of Portugal.

' I have, &ec.
, | (Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 86.
Lord Howard de Walden to M. Magalhaes. 7
Lisbon, August 11, 1840.

WitH reference to another Note of this date, respecting the connivance of
Portuguese authorities with Slave Trade, the Undersigned, &c:, has the honour to
transmit herewith to Senhor R. Fonseca de Magalhaes, &c., a copy of a Despatch,
and the original papers enclosed in it, from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra
Leone, containing a report of the case of the Portuguese schooner “ Liberal,”
captured with 41 slaves on board, in the Bissao Channel, by Her Majesty’s brig
“Brisk.” The persons concerned in the slave undertaking in this instance
attempted to prove, that they were carrying 38 of these slaves to the Cape Verds,
in accordance with the Portuguese Decree of December, 1836, and .that the three
remaining slaves formed part of the crew. v o :

On a minute enquiry into the facts, however, it appeared that 14 of these slaves
were owned and shipped by Jo#io José Antonio Frederico, Director of the Custom-
house of Bissao, and were consigned to a Custom-house officer at Villa da Praya ;
and that three of the slaves were owned and shipped by Honorio Pereira-Baretto,
the Governor of Bissio. The Undersigned has been instructed to bring these
facts to the knowledge of the Portuguese Government, as proof, in addition to
those already afforded, that Portuguese functionaries in Africa still disgrace their
authority, by employing it for the purpose of evading the laws, which they are
especially bound to support, for the suppression of the Slave Trade.

The Undersigned avails, &e. , : .
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.

Senkor R. F. de Moagalhaes,
&e. e. e,
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No. 87.
Lord Howard de PWalden to Viscount Palmerston.

Cintra, August 16, 1840.
My Loz, (Received August 24.)

I 5AvE communicated to Senhor Rodrigo de Magalhaes, that I had been
informed that Senhor Jotio Baptista Moreira was about to be restored to his post of
Consul-General in Brazil. - His Excellency assured me that this was not the case,
although the subject of the withdrawal of his exequatur had been treated on in the
instructions to the Portuguese Minister.

His Excellency acknowledged that he had given Senhor Moreira a passport to
return to the Brazils, where he had left his family, and that he was still Consul-
General, as the Queen had not cancelled his appointment.

His Excellency admitted that it would be highly unsuitable for the Portuguese
Government to re-establish Senhor Moreira again in the active post of Consul-
General, considering how deeply and extensively his name had been mixed up in
Slave Trade matters; and he added that he would give me the most positive
assurance, that in the event of the Brazilian Government restoring him his
exequatur, he should, within a month, be replaced by another Consul- General.

As there is no probability of Senhor Magalhaes holding the portfolio of Foreign
Affairs at the time of Senhor Moreira’s arrival in Brazil, I cannot look upon his
Excellency’s pledge as a guarantee, that Senhor Moreira will not be successful in
regaining the post of Consul-General.

I thought it right to remark, that the mere idea that the Portuguese Government
could contemplate such an act, must at once destroy all confidence in their profes-
sions of cordial co-operation with Her Majesty’s' Government in the suppression
of the Slave Trade, and that it could not be doubted, in the event of Senhor
Moreira’s re-establishment as Consul at Rio de Janeiro, it would be out of the
question entertaining the possibility of the Bill for the suppression of Slave Trade
being substituted, as desired by the Portuguese Government, by a Treaty conceived
for the same end.

Senhor Magalhaes acknowledged this, admitting that Senhor Moreira had done
infinite mischief, and repeating his assurance that he would immediately remove
him, should he obtain his exequatur from the Brazilian Government.

I have, &c.,
. (Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &c. &e.
No. 88.

Lord Howard de ¥ alden to Viscount Palmerston.
Cintra, August , 1840.
My Lorp, (Received August 24.)

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s
Despatches, marked Slave Trade,” to that of the 8th instant inclusive.

: I have, &c.,
; (Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B., .
&e. &e. &e.
No. 89.

Lord Howard de P¥alden to Viscount Palmerston.
Cintra, August 19, 1840.
My Lorp, (Received August 31.)

I HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of a Note which, in pursuance of your
Lordship’s instructions, I have addressed to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, com-
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municating to him the Report of Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Sierra Leone,
relative to the Slave Trade carried on by vessels from the Cape Verd Islands.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. &ec. &e.

Enclosure in No. 89,
Lord Howard de Walden to M. Magalhaes.

Lisbon, August 18, 1840.

In the month of June, 1839, the Governor-General ‘of the Cape Verd
Islands, Dom Joaquim Pereira Marinho, transmitted to Mr. Barker, Her Majesty’s
Pro-Consul in those islands, a list of vessels, which had obtained- Passports from
the Cape Verd Islands, between the month of December, 1835, and the month of
June, 1838.

The Governor-General, in transmitting that list to Mr. Barker, requested to be
informed whether any and which of those vessels had been concerned in the Slave
Trade ; and also to be furnished with such legal documents, connected with their
detention and condemnation, as should insure the punishment of the offenders
according to law.

By a comparison of the list thus furnished by the Governor of the Cape Verds,
with the list of vessels actually condemned at Sierra Leone, it appeared, that the
paper transmitted by the Governor, and purporting to be a correct official docu-
ment, contained the names of 20 only out of 37 vessels, which had been provided
with Cape Verd Passports, within the period comprised in the return furnished by
M. Marinho, and which had been condemned at Sierra Leone on a charge of Slave
Trade. ' :

Copies of the two papers, marked Nos. 1 and 2 respectively, are herewith
enclosed.

The Commissioners at Sierra Leone judged they should best comply with the
request of M. Marinho, by transmitting to his Excellency, through Her Majesty’s.
Consul at the Cape Verds, a return of the names and official documents connected
with such vessels only, as were referred to in his Excellency’s list, and had been
captured with cargoes of slaves actually on board, and had been condemned in the
British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission. ‘

Her Majesty’s Commissioners accordingly have transmitted to Her Majesty’s.
Consul at Cape Verds a list of 15 vessels thus circumstanced, and have added
to that list the original Passports granted by the Governor of the Cape Verds
to those vessels, and certificates of the condemnation of each of those vessels
respectively, under the signature of the Registrar and under the seal of the Court.

A list of these vessels is also enclosed, marked No. 3; in each of these vessels
guilt was proved beyond question by the presence of a full cargo of slaves. All of
them were condemned as Portuguese vessels, for an undeniable violation of the
conventions which subsisted between Great Britain and Portugal, for the suppres-
sion of the illegal Slave Trade. _ '

The original Passports of those-vessels, and the Certificates of condemnation in
each case, furnish the most undeniable documentary evidence of the fraudulent and
illegal conduct of the persons, who were Owners and Commanders of the vessels.

1t remains, therefore, now with the Governor-General of the Cape Verds, and
with the Governor of Her Most Faithful Majesty, which delegated its authority to
him, in confirmation of the sincerity of their professions on Slave Trade, to prose-
cute to punishment those persons, who in the cases of these vessels have offended
against the laws of Portugal, by attempting to carry on a piratical Slave Trade,
under cover of Passports ostensibly destined to protect innocent and legal
conimerce.

The Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary, in communicating these facts to Senhor R. da Fonseca Magalhaes,
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to Her Most Faithful Majesty, has been
instructed to state the anxious desire of Her Majesty’s Government to learn the
result of the proceedings, which, in consequence of the communication herein
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referred to, from the. Commissioners at Sierra Leone to the autl}orities of the Cape
Verds, may be instituted against the slave-traders concerned in the cases of the

vessels.
The Undersigned, &e.

(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
To His Excellency R.da F. Magalhaes,
&e. &e. &e.
No. 90.

Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston.
Cintra, August 19, 1840.
My Lozp, (Received August 31.)
' I mAvE the honour to enclose a copy of a Note, which I have addressed to
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, making known to him, by your Lordship’s di-
rections, the case of the « Leopoldina,” and the honourable preceedings of the

Governor of Quilimane.
I have, &ec.

(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No._QQf

Lord Howard de Walden to M. Magalhaes.
Cintra, August 18, 1840.

By a Despatch received from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Rio de
Janeiro, it is reported to Her Majesty’s Government, that the * Leopoldina,” a
vessel bearing the flag of Portugal, had gone to Quilimane, in order to embark a
cargo of slaves, but had been compelled to return in ballast, in consequence not only
of the vigilance of the British squadron, but also of the honourable opposition
which the Governor of Quilimane made to the prosecution of her illegal enterprise.
The Undersigned, &c., has infinite satisfaction in having the honour of making
known this circumstance to Senhor R. da F. Magalhaes, &c., by the communica-
tion of the report in question. -

The Undersigned, &c.,

) (Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
To His Excellency Senhor R. da F. Magalhaes,
&e. &e. &e.
No. 91.

Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston.
Cintra, August 24, 1840.

My LORD, (Received August 31.)

I HAVE the honour t6 acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship De-
spatches marked ¢ Slave Trade,” to that of the 14¢th instant inclusive.
‘ T have, &e.,
, v ‘ (Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. &e. &e.

No. 92.

Viscount Palmerston to Lord Howard de Walden.
Foreign Office, September 2, 1840.
My Lorp, -
1 HAVE received your Lordship’s Despatch of the 16th ultimo, giving
an account of what had passed between yourself and the Portuguese Minister
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for Foreign Affairs, on the subject of Senhor JoZio B. Moreira’s approaching
return to Rio de Janeiro, as Portuguese Consul-General in Brazil; and I have
to desire that your Lordship will again state to the Portuguese Minister, that
the fact that the Portuguese Government has permitted Mr. Moreira to return to
Brazil in any official character, must be considered as a conclusive proof of the de-
termination of the Portuguese Government, to encourage and to protect the Slave
Trade; and under’such circumstances Her Majesty’s Government could not consent
to sign a Treaty with Portugal, which would substitute a Mixed Commission, for a
Court of British Vice Admiralty, for the adjudication of captured slave ships.
Iam, &e.,
(Signed) PALMERSTON.

The Lord Howard de Walden, ‘

&e. &e. &e.

No. 98.

Baron Moncorve to Viscount Palmerston.
Londres, 11 de Septembre, 1840,
(Received September 13.)

Parmi tous les sujets de plainte, qui continuellement se présentent au
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Trés Fidéle, & cause de la conduite illégale et
arbitraire des officiers commandant les vaisseaux de guerre de la Marine Britan-
nique, en croisiére dans les mers d’Afrique, pour empécher la Traite des Négres,
il y en a deux tout recents qui tellement se sont signalés par la maniére offen-
sante avec laquelle 'indépendance dune nation libre flit invahie, que malgré
le désir que la Cour de Lisbhonne cherche a témoigner d’éviter des motifs de més-
intelligence, et toute apparence d’aigreur dans ses rapports avec un Gouvernement,
auquel le Portugal a été si Iong-temps et se intimément 1ié, il lui est néanmoins
impossible de s’adresser 4 I'égard de tels griefs sans se servir d’'un langage fort et
énergique, proportionné aux hostilités et aux excés commis contre des sujets Por-
tugals, et contre des propriétés appartenants au propre Gouvernement de Portugal.

C’est donc en exécution des ordres de Sa Majesté Trés Fidéle que le Soussigné,
son Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiare prés Sa Majesté Britan-
nigue, a Ihonneur de porter 4 la connaissance de son Excellence Monsieur le
Vicomte Palmerston, Principal Secrétaire d’Etat de Sa Majesté Britannique au
Département des Affaires Etrangéres, un rapport résumé des deux événements, qui
constituent le juste sujet de plainte, qu’il adresse maintenant & son Excellence;
ayant puisé ce rapport dans les copies des pieces officielles, transmises 4 Lisbonne
par les différentes authorités Portugaises, et d’aprés lesquelles son Excellence
pourra s’informer plus en détail des circonstances attenantes a ces événements, si
cela lui parait nécessaire. : o

Le Gouverneur-Général d’Angola rectit des ordres de Lishonne pour nommer
un Commandant au poste ou factorie Portugaise établie 4 la Baie de Mossamedes,
et de faire garnir ce poste par un détachement de troupes de ligne. 1l les exécuta
donc en nommant le Lieutenant de I’ Artillerie de Benguela, Joao Francisco Garcia
pour Commandant, lequel il fit partir avec un détachement de ce méme corps, du
port de Benguela 4 bord du brick marchand “ Raimundo Primeiro,” lequel fat
frété par le Gouvernement pour cette expédition. Ce bitiment ne contenait aucun
autre chargement que le Lieutenant, accompagné de son épouse et ses enfans, avec
ses hardes, et d’autres objets nécessaires & qui doit s'établir de nouveau dans un
pays presque désert. ,

Autant peut on dire du petit. détachement qu’il commandoit ; et en outre il y
avait aussi quelques passagers, qui se rendaient également 3 la factorie pour des
affaires de commerce licite.  Avant le départ du vaisseau, il fit visité et examiné
par les autorités de la douane, et rien ne s’y trouva i avoir méme une apparence
qu’gl se destinait & la Traite des Négres. Il se fit donc 2 la voile, mais & peine
était il & une petite distance du point de son départ, qu'une chaloupe, avec un
éqmpage de douze personnes armées et un Commandant, aborda le * Raimundo
Primeiro,” ou tout ce monde fiit recu sans la moindre difficulté ni -résistance,
parceque & son bord, ou ne s'imaginait pas qu’on avait 3 faire 3 des ennemis.

Alors le Commandant de la chaloupe declara, quil venait de la part du brick de
guerre Anglais “ Brisk,” qui croisait dans ces mers, mais qui n’était pas alors en
Vue, et qu’ll fallait que le vaisseau se rendit prés du brick pour &tre visité. Tant
¢ Capitaine du bAtiment Portugais comme le Lieutenant Garcia cherchérent &
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obtenir du Commandant Anglais, qil examina le bitiment lui-meme, et que n'y
trouvant rien de soupconneux il le laissa suivre son cours, une fois qu’on ne savait
au juste ou rencontrer le < Brisk.¥ Mais non seulem.em_: le. C_ommanda_nt Anglais
se refusa & un propos si raisonnable, mais croyant devor intimider I'équipage, qu’il
trouva plus nombreuse et armée qu’il ne s'attendait, et sous le prétexte de faire
taire un matelot, qui expostulait contre la violence pratiquée envers le bétiment, il
tira & bout portant un coup de pistolet sur ce matelot, qui heureusement ne fiit pas
tué sur-le-champ, mais resta griévement blessé. Malgré cet événement, qui de
soi-méme était suffisant pour exciter I'équipage 2 se venger de ses aggresseurs, le
Capitaine du batiment et le Lieutenant Garcia cherchérent a calmer I'8quipage
pendant cing jours et cing nuits qu'on navigua i la recherche du ** Brisk,” qui &
la fin fiit rencontré par le “Raimundo Primeiro.”’ Tant le Capitaine de ce bati-
ment comme le Lieutenant de I Artillerie fiirent passés de suite a bord du brick de
guerre Anglais, ol ils cherchérent & faire expliquer au Commandant toutes les
circonstances de son batiment, et I'objet de leur expédition ; mais pour toute réponse
on leur dit, que le «“ Raimundo Primeiro™ €tait pris, et quil devait de suite pariir
pour Sierra Leone. Alors on fit passer a bord du brick de guerre I'équipage Por-
tugals, laissant a peine dans le transport son second Commandant et un soldat
Portugais, que de vive force on y garda, et le batiment partit pour Sierra Leone
avec un équipage et un Commandant Anglais.

Si la conduite du Commandant et de I'équipage du « Brisk” se limitait aux
actes d’hostilités déja rapportés, elle serait au moins telle que le droit des gens
reconnait entre des-adversaires, quand il y a une guesrre declarée. Mais le Sous-
signé ne s'adressera point & un tiers pour obtenir un jugement sur ce que se suit ;
il appellera aux principes de justice et de droiture de son Excellence, pour qu'elle
veuille bien décider si une conduite pareille fait honneur i la marine d’une nation
civilisée, et si elle est d’accord avec la renommée de la Marine Britannique, dont
cette nation a tant de raisons d’étre fiere?

Aprds la décision du Commandant du brick de guerre Anglais, les malheureux
prisonniers pridrent qwon leur permetta au moins de rétirer de bord du batiment
Portugais quelques effets, tels quon accorde méme a des prisonniers de guerre
aprés que la victoire décide une affaire acharnée; mais rien ne leur fiit accordé,
et pas méme la présence d’une dame et de quelques enfans innocens pit adoucir la
rancune qu’on portait aux Portugais, rancune que de reste sert bien pour cacher
d’autres vues; car comment pourrait le Commandant du  Brisk” accorder ce que
lui demandaient ces pauvres malkeureux, quand le batiment Portugeais avait deja
&té livré au plus honteux et au plus indigne pillage? ‘

11 reste encore A voir eomment le Commandant Anglais se debarrassa de ses
prisonniers: et sa conduite & cet égard filt parfaitement d’accord avec ses précé-
dents. Car sans s'occuper un seul instant de I'idée 8l risquait ou non Texistence
de tant de personnes, en les abandonnant de la maniére qu’il le fit, il ordonna que
tout ce monde passa dans des canots; et sans les pourvoir ni de couverture, ni
d’eau, ni de provision d’aucune espéce, ces malheureux fiirent débarqués- sur un
plage désert, ol ils auraient tous péris si aprés quelques heures de cruelles angoises
ils ne fussent ramassés par un bétiment caboteur, qui passait au hazard, et qui
s’empressa 3 répondre aux signalements quon lui fit, et vint sauver tant de personnes
d’une mort inévitable!!

Une circonstance encore trés digne de remarque, et qui prouve au-dela de toute
expression quelles sont les intentions de la plupart de ces officiers, employés en
Afrique, a faire la guerre aux Portugais, cest que sans se satisfaire de la maniére
arbitraire et violente dont ils agissent contre des gens inoffensifs, ils se plaisent de
plus & insulter et & humilier les Portugais, par des actes qui doivent naturellement
irriter qui que ce soit, méme les plus indifferents aux idées sublimes d’amour de la
patrie.  Par exemple, le Commandant du * Brisk” aprés avoir pris possession du
bétiment < Raimundo Primeiro” ordonna de suite qu'on amenit le pavillon Portu-
gais, et il fit -arborer & sa place les deux pavillons Anglais et Portugais, celui-ci
restant dessous de l'autre, tel qu'on pratique avec des btiments pris dans une
guerre légitime. Mais quand ‘est ce que l'Angleterre a declaré la guerre au
Portugal, malgré que de fait on peut dire qu'elle existe en Afrique ? " Quand
méme un batiment est arrété avec tous les indices d’étre un négrier, est-il permis 4
Tofficier que le retient de le déclarer de suite bonne prise, et de le traiter comme
telle, avant Parrét de la Commission Mixte siégeant a Sierra Leone ou i quelque
autre part, et & qui seule appartient cette decision? Et quand la Commission en
effet condamne le batiment, est il censée d’étre seulement une prise des Anglais, ou
sa valeur n’est elle pas partagée entre les nations dont la Commission est composée I



PORTUGAL. 97

De tous ces raisonnements il parait assez clair, que I'insulte fait au pavillon Portu-
gais par le Commandant du * Brisk™ n'était aucunement mérité, et ne peut
rencontrer lamoindre excuse. Si justice serait faite au Portugal, cet officier aurait
dii étre séverement puni, et son exemple empécherait les autres d’agir de la méme
facon.

En voila les circonstances de la prise du brick * Raimundo Primeiro” au mois
de Fevrier de cette année.

Le second sujet de plainte auquel le Soussigné est chargé d’appeler L'attention
de son Excellence, est celui de la prise du petit batiment Portugais npommé “ Anna
Feliz,” par la corvette de guerre Anglaise ““ Modeste,” commandée par le Capitaine
Harry Eyres. Avant d’entrer dans les détails de cette plainte il sera fort con-
venable d’informer son Excellence, que les Commissions de Finances et lesIntendants
des Gouvernements dans les établissements Portugais d’ Afrique, trouvent rarement
les moyens de fournir en argent monnoyé, et sans grande perte, les sommes néces-
saires pour payer les employés civiles et militaires, et pour satisfaire les autres
dépenses. publiques. C’est donc un usage des tems les plus réculés, d’envoyer le
montant de I'argent nécessaire en marchandises et en denrées propres des differents
marchés, et avec leur produits on obtient plus avantageusement 'argent pour les
dépenses publiques de ces colonies. Ce fiit'd’aprés cet usage que le département
des finances publiques a Mozambique freta un petit bitiment, & qui dans ses
contrées ou donne la dénomination de palkinka, et dont le nom était “ Anna
Feliz,” 3 bord duquel se trouvait le Capitaine Alexandre Jozé Freire, officier dans
la garnison de la fortéresse Portugaise 4 la Baie de Lourengo Marques, (ou Baie da
Lagoa,) plusieurs autres passagers, et un chargement de marchandises appartenant
an Gouvernement Portugais, dans la valeur de 31,332 mil reis, ce qui au cours de
change actuel valera a peu prés huit mille livres sterlines. Ce batiment est donc
parti de Mozambique pour compte du Gouvernement, avec l'ordre de se rendre
premiérement & Quillimane, ot il devait débarquer quelques unes de ses marchan-
dises, et de 1a il devait alors se rendre & la Baie de Lourengo Marques. o

En arrivant vis-a-vis de Quillimane le batiment Portugais fiit sommé avec
quelques coups de canon a boulet, par la corvette de guerre Anglaise « Modeste,” que
se trouvait en croisiére 4 Quillimane. Le commandant Portugais se rendit 3 la som-
mation, et a 'instant méme son batiment fiit visité par des gens armés de la corvette,
qui sans se donner beaucoup de peine & examiner les papiers et les circonstances du
batiment, firent passer 'équipage Portugais & bord de la corvette, d’ofi on envoya
une garnison dans le hatiment Portugais, et celui-ci se mit & la voile pour le Cap
de Bonne Espérance, le Capitaine Eyres 'ayant déclaré bonne prise, aussi bien
que son chargement, permettant cependant i ses gens de rétirer du bord de I« Anna
Feliz” une grande quantité de marchandises dont ils s’emparérent. ~Les Portugais
firent enfin debarqués au port de Bombato le 80 Janvier, 1840, ol on les
abandonna entitrement A leur sort misérable, dépourvus de tous les moyens
nécessaires ; et avant de débarquer, une partie des effets que leur restaient leur fiit
encore prise par I'équipage de le corvette, qui & vive force s'en empara avant de
débarquer ces malheureux. v _

Peut-étre le Soussigné aurait dii accompagner ce rapport de quelques reflexions,
caril y en aassez de quoi en faire; mais les faits sont d’une telle nature qu'ils parlent
de soi-méme et dispensent tout espéce de commentaire ; et le Soussigné s’abstient
d'en faire, confiant qu’ils mériteront la plus sérieuse attention de la part du Gou-
vernement de Sa Majesté Britannique.

En attendant le Soussigné exécutera les ordres qu'il rectit de sa Cour, de pro-
tester, de la maniére le plus formelle et solemnelle que le droit des gens permit de
faire, contre la conduite de ces officiers de la marine Britannique, qui violent et
outragent l'indépendence du pavillon Portugais, si leurs actes sont en conséquence
des ordres quils recoiventd cet effet; et sils procedent du propre gre de ces
officiers, le Soussigné est chargé de demander une satisfaction proportionnée & ces
mémes actes, et la punition sevére de ceux qui en sont responsables. En méme
tems le Gouvernement Portugais réclime, pour soi-méme et pour ses sujets,
Pindemnité de toutes les pertes qui s’en sont suivies, avec les intéréts d’usage, et tels
que le Gouvernement Britannique démande dans des pareilles occasions. '

. Le Soussigné prie son Excellence Monsieur le Vicomte Palmerston de vouloir
bien porter le contenir de cette Note 3 la haute connaissance de son auguste
Souveraine ; et il saisit cette occasion pour, &e. o

(Signé) LE BARON DA TORRE DE MONCORVO.
Son Excellence Vicomte Paimerston, G.C.B.

&e. c. e.
CrLass B. 5 §



98. PORTUGAL.

(Translation.)
Baron Moncorvo to Viscount Palmerston.

London, September-11, 1840.
(Received September 13.)

AmonG all the subjects of complaint, which continually present themselves
to the Government of Her Most Faithful Majesty, on account of the illegal and
arbitrary conduct of Officers commanding vessels of war of the royal navy,
cruizing in the African seas to prevent the Trade in Slaves, there are two quite
recent ones, which are so marked by the offensive manner in which the independ-
ence of a free nation was invaded, that, in spite of the desire which the Court of
Lisbon endeavours to testify to avoid motives for misunderstanding, and all ap-
pearance of ill temper in its relations with a government with which Portugal
has been so long and so intimately connected, it is, nevertheless, impossible for it
to make mention of such wrongs, without making use of strong and energetic
language, suited to the hostilities and excesses committed against Portuguese
subjects, and against property belonging to the Government of Portugal itself.

It is, then, in execution of the orders of Her Most Faithful Majesty, that the
Undersigned, &c., has the honour to communicate to his Excellency, Viscount
Palmerston, &e., a concise statement of two events which form the just subject of
complaint which he now addresses to his Excellency ; having drawn this statement
from the copies of official papers, transmitted to Lisbon by the different Portuguese
authorities, and from which his Excellency can, if he thinks it necessary, inform
himself more in detail of the circumstances touching these events.

The Governor-General of Angola received orders from Lisbon to name a Com-
mander to the Portuguese post or factory, established at the bay of Mossamedes,
and to furnish this post with a detachment of troops of the line. He executed
these orders by naming, as Commandant, Joao Francisco Garcia, Lieutenant of
the Benguela Artillery, whom he caused to depart, with a detachment of that corps,
from the port of Benguela, on board the merchant brig, « Raimundo Primeiro,”
which was freighted by the government for this expedition. This vessel contained
no other cargo than the lieutenant, accompanied by his wife and children, with
his baggage, and other things necessary to one about to establish himself anew in
a country almost desert.

The same may be said of the small detachment he commanded; and besides,
there were some passengers who were also going to the factory on affairs of legal
commerce. Before the departure of the vessel, she was visited and examined by
the custom-house authorities, and nothing was found which had even an appearance
of her being destined for the Slave Trade. The vessel made sail then; but scarcely
was she a short distance from the place of her departure, when a boat, with a crew of
12 persons armed, and one in command, boarded the “ Raémundo Primeiro,” where
they were received without the slightest difficulty or resistance, because nobody on
board imagined that they had to deal with enemies,

The Commander of the boat then declared, that he came on the part of the
English brig of war, « Brisk,” which was cruizing in those seas, but which was
not then in sight, and that the vessel must go to the brig to Ve visited. Both the
Captain of the Portuguese vessel and Lieutenant Garcia endeavoured to induce
the English Commander to examine the vessel himself, and if he found nothing
suspicious to allow her to follow her course at once, as it was not known exactly
where the “ Brisk ”* was to be met with. But not only did the English Commander
refuse this very reasonable proposal, but, thinking that he ought to intimidate the
crew, which he found to be more numerous and better armed than he expected,
and under the pretext of silencing a sailor, who remonstrated against the violence
practised in regard to the vessel, he fired a pistol close to this sailor, who happily
was not killed on the spot, but who was seriously wounded.

In spite of this event, which of itself was sufficient to excite the crew to avenge
itself on the aggressors, the Captain of the vessel and Lieutenant Garcia endea-
voured to calm the crew for five days and five nights, during which they were 1
search of the  Brisk,” which was at last met with by the  Raimundo Primeiro.”
Both the Captain of this vessel and the Lieutenant of Artillery were immediately
sent on board the English brig of war, where they tried to explain to the Com-
mander all the circumstances of the vessel, and the objects of their expedition ;
but the only answer they received was, that the “ Raimundo Primeiro” was taken,
and must immediately set off for Sierra Leone. The Portuguese crew was then
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transferred to the English brig of -war, scarcely leaving in the transport the second
in command and a Portuguese sailor, who were kept there by force, and the vessel
departed for Sierra Leone with an English crew and commander.

If the conduct of the Commander of the *“ Brisk’ was limited to the acts of
hostility already reported, it would, at least, be such as the law of nations recognises
between adversaries when there is a declared war. But the Undersigned will not
address himself to a third party fora judgment on what follows; he will appeal
to his Excellency’s principles of justice and of right, to decide if such conduct
does honour to the navy of a civilized nation, and if it is accordant with the re-
nown of the British navy, of which that nation has so much reason to be proud ?

After the decision taken by the Commander of the English brig of war, the
unhappy prisoners begged that they might be, at least, permitted to take from the
Portuguese vessel, such effects as are granted even to prisoners of war after victory -
has decided a bloody action; but nothing was granted them; and not even the
presence of a lady and some innocent infunts could seften the rancour borne
towards the Portuguese—a rancour which, by-the-bye, served well to hide other
views; for how could the Commander of the ““Brisk” grant what these poor
unhappy persons asked, when the Portuguese vessel had been already given up to
the most shameful and most unworthy pillage ?

It still remains to be seen how the English Commander disembarrassed himself
of his prisoners; and his conduct in this respect was perfectly in accordance with what
he had done before. For, without troubling himself with the idea whether or not
he risked the existence of so many persons, in abandoning them as he did, he
ordered them all to get into boats, and without providing them either with cover-
ing, or with water, or with provisions of any sort, these unhappy people were dis-
embarked on a desert swamp, where they would all have perished had they not,
after some hours of cruel agony, been picked up by a coasting vessel, which passed

by chance, and which hastened to reply to the signs made to it, and succeeded in
saving all these persons from inevitable death.

One circumstance also very worthy of remark, and which proves beyond all
expression what are the intentions of the generality of these Officers employed in
Africa to make war upon the Portuguese, is that not satisfied with the arbitrazy
and violent manner in which they act against inoffensive persons, they are pleased
‘besides to insult and humiliate the Portuguese by acts which must naturally irri-
tate any one, let him be ever so indifferent to the sublime ideas of patrictism.
For example, the Commander of the * Brisk,” after having taken possession of the
“ Raimundo Primeiro,” immediately ordered the Portuguese flag to be brought,
and caused in its place the two flags, English and Portuguese to be hoisted, the
latter being below the other, as is done with vessels taken in lawful war. But
when is it that England declared war with Portugal > Though in fact it may be
said to exist in Africa. Even when a vessel is taken with every indication of her
being a slaver, is it permitted to the Officer who detains her at once to declare
her a good prize, and to treat her as such, before sentence has been pronounced by
the Mixed Commission sitting at Sierra Leone or elsewhere, to whom alone it
belongs to decide? And when the Commission actually condemns the vessel, is it
considered to be only a prize of the English, or is not its value divided between
the nations of which the Commission is composed ? ) :

From all these arguments it appears clearly that the insult offered to the Portu-
guese flag by the Commander of the « Brisk ” was in nowise merited, and cannot
meet with the least excuse. If justice were done to Portugal this Officer ought
to be severely punished, and his example would prevent others from acting in the
same way. _

The above are the circumstances attending the seizure of the brig “ Raimundo
Primeiro,” in the month of February this year. -

The second subject of complaint, to which the Undersigned is instructed to call
the attention of his Excellency, is that of the capture of the little Portuguese
vessel named < Anna Feliz,” by the English corvette of war ¢ Modeste,” com-
manded by Captain Harry Eyres. Before entering upon the details of this complaint
it will be proper to inform his Excellency, that the Commissions of Finance,
and the Intendents of Government of the Portuguese establishments in Africa,
rarely find means to furnish in specie, and without great loss, the sums necessary
to pay the military and civil servants, and to meet other public expenses. It has
then been a custom from the earliest times to send the amount of the money required
I merchandize and goods suited to the various markets, and with the produce
thereof the money for the public expenses of these Colonies is obtained more advan-
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tageously. It was according to this usage that the department of public finance
at Mozambique freighted a little vessel, which in those countries is called a
palinha, and the name of which was the ““ Anna Feliz ;” there were on board of
her Captain Alexander Jozé Freire, an Officer of the garrison of the Portuguese
fort, in the Bay of Lorenzo Marques (or Lagoa Bay), several other passengers,
and a cargo of merchandize belonging to the Portuguese Government of the value
of 31,332 milreas, which at the actual rate of exchange will be nearly 8,0007.
sterling. This vessel then left Mozambique for account of the Government, with
orders to go first to Quilimane, where she was to land some of the merchandize,
and thence she was to go to the Bay of Lorenzo Marques.

On arriving opposite to Quilimane the Portuguese vessel was summoned by
several shotted guns, by the English corvette of war “ Modeste,” which was
cruizing off Quilimane. The Portuguese Commander obeyed the summons, and
at that very instant his vessel was visited by armed people from the corvette, who,
without giving themselves much trouble in examining the papers and circumstances
of the vessel, made the Portuguese crew go on board the corvette, whence a crew
was sent on board the Portuguese vessel, and the latter set sail for the Cape of
Good Hope, Captain Eyres having declared her to be good prize, as well as her cargo,
nevertheless permitting his men to remove from on board the ““ Anna Feliz” a
great quantity of merchandize which they took. The Portuguese were ultimately
landed on the 30th January, 1840, at the port of Bombato ; where they were entirely
abandoned to their miserable fate, deprived of all necessaries, anq moreover hefore
landing, a part of the effects which remained to them was taken from them by the
crew of the corvette, who seized it by main force before disembarking these unhappy

ersons. ,
¥ Perhaps the Undersigned should have accompanied this statement with some
reflections, for there is much to give rise to them; but the facts are of such a
nature that they speak for themselves ‘and dispense with any commentary what-
ever; and the Undersigned abstains from making any, confident that they will
merit the most serious attention on the part of the Government of Her Britannic
Majesty. :

In the mean time the Undersigned will execute the orders he has received from
his Court, to protest in the most formal and solemn manner, which the law of
nations admits, against the conduct of these Officers of the British navy, who
violate and outrage the independence of the Portuguese flag, if their acts are the
consequence of orders received by them to that effect; and if they proceed from
the will of those Officers themselves, the Undersigned is charged to demand satis-
faction proportionate to these acts, and the severe punishment of those who are
responsible for them. At the same time the Portuguese Government claims, for
itself and its subjects, indemnity for all the losses which have followed these acts,
with such interest as is customary, and as the British Government demands on
like occasions.

The Undersigned prays his Excellency Viscount Palmerston to have the good-
ness to lay the contents of this Note before his August Sovereign; and he seizes
this occasion to renew, &c.

(Signed) = LE BARON DA TORRE DE MONCORVO.
Tre Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.

_No. 9.
Lord Howard de J¥alden to Viscount Palmerston.

Cintra, August 28, 1840.
My Lorp, (Received September 14.)

I sAvE the honour to enclose a copy of a Note, which I have received from
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, in reply to my Note of the 11th instant, signifying
to me that the Portuguese Government will issue immediate orders, for the prose-
cution and punishment of all those individuals, who may be found to have been
concerned in the case of the Portuguese slave-vessel the «“ Pomba de Africa.”

I have, &ec.
. v (Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
§e. Ge. &e.
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(Translation.) Enclosure in No. 94.

M. Magalhaes to Lord Howard de W alden.
Office of Foreign Affairs, August 20, 1840.

THE Undersigned, Minister, &c., had the honour to receive the Note which
Lord Howard de Walden, &e., addressed to him on the 11th instant, relative
to the capture of the Portuguese schooner ¢ Pomba de Africa,” from Princes
Island, made by the British schooner of war, «“ Fair Rosamond ;" and of her having
been condemned by the Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, in consequence of its
being proved that the said schooner was employed in Slave Trading.

Her Majesty’s Government, in taking into due consideration the contents of the
above-mentioned Note of your Lordship, as well as the Documents therein enclosed,
will immediately issue the most positive orders for all the individuals implicated in
the crime to be tried and punished, for the infraction of the law of the 10th of
December, 1836, committed in the prohibited traffic in which the aforesaid
“ Pomba de Africa” was employed ; as well as for proceeding to make the most
correct investigation respecting the blame that might in this case be attached to
the Portuguese authorities at that island, in order to inflict upon them the punish-
ment ordained by the same Decree.

The Undersigned, &e.

(Signed) RODRIGO DA FONSECA MAGALHAES.
The Lord Howard de Walden,
&e. &e. &e.
No. 95.

Lord Howard de Welden to Viscount Palmerston.
‘ Lisbon, Septembef 2, 1840.
My Lorp, (Received September 14.)
T HAVE the honour to enclose a copy of a Note, which I have reeceived from
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, in reply to the Note which I addressed to his
Excellency on the subject of the ¢ Leopoldina™ slave-vessel, and the upright

conduct of the Governor of Quilimane, in not allowing that vessel to take a cargo
of slaves, and obliging her forthwith to leave the Port.

: I have, &e. ,,
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&e. &e. &e.
(Translation.) Enclosure in No. 95.

M. Magalhaes to Lord Howard de Walden.
Office of Foreign Affairs, August 25, 1840.

TuE Undersigned, Minister, &ec., had the honour to receive the Note which
Lord Howard de Walden, &c., addressed to him on the 18th instant, enclosing a copy
of an official communication from-the British Commissioners, forming part of the-
British and Brazilian Mixed Commission, established at Rio de Janeiro, acquaint-
ing their Government with the honourable proceeding of the Governor of- Quili~
mane, in preventing the “ Leopoldina,” arrived there from Rio de Janeiro under- -
Portuguese colours, from taking a cargo of slaves on board, threatening to capture:
the said vessel if she did not immediately put to sea. ‘

The Undersigned, in thanking his Lordship for this satisfactory communication,.
has every reason to believe that the British Government will be satisfied with the
conduct of the said Governor, and at the same time see a further proof of the:
incessant efforts made by the Portuguese Government, in order that the law of the-
10th, December, 1836, may be carried into execution all over the Portuguese
dominions. : i : e
, The Undersigned, &ec. ‘
(Signed) RODRIGO DA FONSECA MAGALHAES.
The Lord Howard de Walden, : ‘

e.  &e. &
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No. 96,
Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston.

Lisbon, September 2, 1840,
My Lorbp, (Received September 14.)

I BEREWITH transmit a copy of a Note, which I have addressed to the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, according to your Lordship’s instructions, relative to
certain proceedings in the Cape Verd Islunds, of vessels, bearing under authorit
the pennant of the Royal Navy of Portugal, partaking of the character of Slave
Trade; and I have the honour to enclose a copy of the Reply which I have
received from his Excellency, assuring me that the Government will immediately
proceed to a strict investigation, and to the most severe punishment of the persons
who put the slaves on board of vessels of war; and particularly of the commanders
of the vessels that transported them, as also of the local authorities, who allowed
the said slaves to be disembarked without giving notice to Government of so
manifest a violation of the laws. ‘

I have, &e.

(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.,
&c. &ec. &c.

First Enclosure in No. 96.
Lord Howard de W alden to M. Magalhaes.

Lisbon, August 25, 1840,
By information which has been received by Her Majesty’s Government
from the Cape Verd Islands, it appears, that a vessel of the Portuguese Royal
Navy has been employed in conveying slaves from the continent of Africa to those
islands.

The Undersigned, &c. bas been instructed to communicate to Senhor R. F. da
Magalhaes, &c., the substance of a statement which has been made upon oath,
giving a detailed account of the proceeding in question; according to which, the
« Constitugdo,” a schooner bearing the pennant of the Royal Navy of Portugal,
on arriving at Porto Praia from Bissao with some troops on board, also brought
with her a number of slaves, which slaves were landed, part by two bhoats on the
evening of the 4th of April, after the troops had disembarked, and part by another
boat on the following morning.

This is believed not to be the first time that a Portuguese man-of-war had
brought slaves from the African Coast, as it is said that the other Portuguese man-
of-war schooner on that station did the very same thing in the month of March,
bringing from Bissao 28 slaves, who were also landed at Porto Praia.

The Undersigned is instructed to call the special attention of his Excellency to
the circumstance, that so flagrant was this instance of Slave Trade, on the part
of the authorities ‘of the Cape Verd Islands, that the Municipal Chamber of the
Islands has even protested to the Governor of the Province, against the employment
of Government vessels for so criminal a purpose.

: The Undersigned, &e. .
(Signed) HOWARD DE WALDEN.
Senhor R. F. da Magalhaes, '

&e. &e. &e.

Second Enclosure in No. >-96.

M. Magalhaes to Lord Howard de Walden.

(Translation.) Office of Foreign Affairs, August 26, 1840.

TrE Undersigned, Minister, &c. in answering the note addressed to 'hir.n
under yesterday’s date by Liord Howard de Walden, &c., respecting the communi-
cation received by his Government of the Portuguese schooner of war « Con-
stitugéo,” and another, ‘stationed at Cape Verds, having transported slaves from
Bissao to Ilha da Praia, has the honour to inform his Lordship, that Her Majesty's
Government is very thankful for this communication, and, in consequence of the
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same, the Undersigned wrote this day an official letter to the Minister of Marine
and Colonies, in order to proceed through his departinent to a strict investigation
to ascertain the fact, and to punish most rigorously both the persons who put the
said slaves on board of vessels of war as, and most especially, the commander of
the vessels who transported them, and no less so the local authorities who allowed
them to be disembarked, without giving an account to the Government of so manifest
a-violation of the laws, and of disregard to the repeated orders which have been
transmitted to them with special recommendation.

The Undersigned, &c.

(Signed) RODRIGO DA FONSECA MAGALHAES.
The Lord Howard de Walden,
&e. &e. &e.
No. 97.

Lord Howard de Walden to Viscount Palmerston.

Lisbon