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10. H. M.'s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston June 30 Sept. 3
One Enclosure

11, Viscount Palmerston to H. M.’s Commissioners Sept. 17
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Two Enclosures

19. H. M.s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston July 31 Oct. 17

20, Viscount Palmerston to H. M.'s Commissioners. Nov, 2
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Class A.—1838-9.

CORRESPONDENCE

‘WITH 'THE

BRITISH COMMISSIONERS.

SIERRA LEONE. (General.)

No. 1.

Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, 24th May, 1838.

I HEREwWITH transmit for your information, 12 copies of two -
Series of Papers, relating to the Slave Trade, which have been p}'esented to
the two Houses of Parliament, during the present Session, by Her Majesty’s com-
mand.

I am, &ec.
_ (Signed) PALMERSTON.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners,
&ec. &e. &ec.
No. 2.
Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Commissioners.
GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, 9th June, 1838.

I HEREWITH transmit to you the copy of a Resolution, which was voted
unanimously by the House of Commons on the 10th of May, 1838, for an address
to Her Majesty upon Slave Trade ; and a copy of the answer, which on the 23rd of
the same month, Her Majesty was pleased to return to that address.

You will see from these papers the increasing and anxious desire of the
Parliament and Government of this country, for the extinction of the traffic in.
Slaves. :

I am, &e.
(Signed) ! PALMERSTON.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners, '
&e. &e. &e.
4 No. 3.
Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 10th July.)
(Extract.) Sierra Leone, 3d April, 1838.

] “_/’ith reference to your Lordship’s Despatch, of the 6th of February, 1838,
in which directions are given as to the course to be pursued in future,
whenever an Officer acting as Commissioner may leave Freetown, or his residence

in Ehe immediate precincts,~I beg leave to inform your Lordship that his Excel-
LASS A.



2 SIERRA LEONE. (General.)

lency, Colonel Richard Doherty, the Acting Commissioner of Arbitration, left
Freetown, for the first time since he assumed the government of the Colony, or
became connected with the Courts, on the 25th ultimo ; and that he is now at the
Banana Islands, where he is detained by sickness.

Your Lordship’s instructions having arrived at this juncture, I immediately
addressed a letter (copy of which is enclosed) to Chief Justice Rankin, and, in
complianee with my request, that gentleman was yesterday sworn in as Her Ma-
jesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration ad interim, and assisted me to-day in adjudi-
cating a case, which had been for some days ready for trial in the British and Por-
tuguese Court. ‘ :

The occasional and unavoidable absences from Freetown, of those officers who
may hold acting appointments in the Courts, having thus been provided for by your
Lordship, I beg leave respectfully to suggest, that, in order to prevent any delay in
the adjudication of a vessel, or the regular business of the Courts, in consequence
of the illness of an Acting Commissioner, authority may in like manner be given
in such cases to swear in the Colonial Officer next in succession, whose functions
will, of course, cease, whenever the Acting Commissioner shall be enabled to re-
sume his duties.

I have, &e.
(Signed)- H. W. MACAULAY.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 3.
My, Macaviay to Mr. Rankin.

Sig, British Commissioners Qfffice, Sierra Leone, 2nd April, 1838,

I have the hooour to inform you, that Her Majesty’s Commissiopers have this morning
received a Despatch from Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in which
they are instructed, * should any case come before the Courts of Mixed Commission, during the:
absence of an Acting Commissioner; to swear in the Colonial Officer nexi in succession without delay,
in order that he may act as Commissioner in that case, and in all others which may be opened before
the return of the absent officer.” ‘

There is at present a case in the British and Portuguese Court which. was ready for trial on Wed-
nesday last, the 28th ultimo; but, owing to the absence of His Excellency Governor Doherty at.the
Bananas, it has not yet been adjudicated. ‘

I have therefore to request, that you will be good enough to state at what hour it will suit you to
take the oath of office as Her Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration, ad interim, before the Colonial
Secretary, who, next to yourself, is at present the principal Magistrate of the ‘Colony.

I will at the same time wait upon you with the evidence and other papers filed in the case to
which I have referred. ‘

I have, &c.
His Honor Robert Rankin, ) (Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.
Chief Justice and Recorder,
&ec. &e. .
No. 4.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Recetved July 10.)
My Lorp, Sterra Leone, 25th April, 1838,

WEe have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Des-
patch, of the 19th ultimo, acquainting us that instructions from the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty had been issued to the Captains and Commanders of
Her Majesty’s ships and vessels, employed in the suppression of the Slave Trade,
directing them to discontinue the practice of taking from vessels, detained under
Treaties with Foreign Powers, articles relating to Navigation, which may be
required for the use of the capturing vessel. '

‘We have, &ec.
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.
A R. DOHERTY.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. | &e. Ge.




SIERRA LEONE. (General.) 3

No. 4.
Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 10th July.)

My Lorp, Sierra Leone, 11th April, 1838.

WirH reference to my Despatch, marked General, of the 3d instant, I
have the honour to inform your Lordship, that His Excellency, Governor Do-
herty, whose de;})]arture from Freetown for the Bananas I reported as having
taken place on the 25th ultimo, returned to Freetown yesterday evening, and
has resumed his duties as Acting Commissioner in the Mixed Courts.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.
The Right. Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. &e. &e.

No. 6.
Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, July 13, 1838.

I commuNICATED to the Colonial Department your Despatches of this
year’s series, enclosing Reports of the cases of the Portuguese vessels, ““Don
Francisco,” and Florida,” condemned in the mixed Commission Court at Sierra
Leone for having been engaged in illegal Slave Trade ; and I called the attention
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the circumstances which you stated, of
the enlistment of the Slaves into the British Military Service, prior to the Adjudi-
cation. '

I now transmit to you the copy of the answer, which I have received to that
communication.
I have, &ec. :
(Signed) PALMERSTON.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners, :

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 6.

My, Stephen to the Hon. Fox Strangways.

Sir, Downing Street, 28th June, 1838.

I am directed by Lord Glenelg to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters, dated the 18th
of March, with enclosures, in which, by desire’ of Viscount Palmerston, you invite his Lordship’s
attention to the facls reported in the cases of the Portugiese schooners “ Don Francisco” and
« Florida,” condemned at Sierra Leone for an illegal traffic in slaves, in which cases the slaves were
permitted to enter the British military service, or were indented as apprentices, prior to adjudication.

I am to acquaint you in answer, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, that the practice of
disposing of the negroes, in anticipation of their eventual emancipation by the Court of Mixed Com-
mission, is one which his Lordship would not approve of, except under circumstances of peculiar
urgency, such as he conceives to have arisen in the cases referred to. '

Viscount Palmerston has already learnt from the Report, which has been brought under his notice
by the Commissioners, that both the « Florida and * Don Francisco” were considered unfit to
encounter the risk of the voyage to Sierra Leone, and that, in_consequence, they put into the nearest
ports, viz., Grenada and Dominica,—that there the Lieutenant Governors, under the advice of the legal
authorities, sanctioned the discharge of the negroes, and disposal of them in such a manner as appeared
the most likely to ensure their obtaining a subsistence, and to their future advantage. The Lieutenaut
Governors being influenced by these notions, Lord Glenelg thinks that it would be impossible for them
to have taken a diffevent course, without neglecting the claims of humanity. His Lordship desires to
observe, that, in every case in which there is a probable cause of seizure of Portuguese slave-vessels in
or near the Carribean Seas, and in which it is impossible to send back the slaves to the coast of
Africa without imminent danger to their lives or health, the course pursued in the present instances is,
in his opinion; justified by necessity, and the Portuguese owners or_their Government would have no
legitimate cause of complaint, even if it should ultimately appear that the slaves were not liable to
condemnation. The removal of them as slaves from any British Colony, at which they may so have
‘arrived, or their detention there in confinement, to await the adjudication at Sierra Leone, would,
according to Lord Glenelg’s view of the case, be inconsistent with the law for the abolition of the
Slave Trade, and with the laws in force in the Colonies.

I have, &c.
Hon, W. Fox Strangways, : _ (Signed) J. STEPHEN,
&e. &c &ec. ;

B2
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No. 7.
Her Majesty’s Judge to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received 3rd September.)

My Lorp, Sierra Leone, 1st June, 1838,

IN my Despatch, marked General, of the 8th ultimo, I'had the hon‘our to
report the departure of His Excellency, Governor l.)ohe;'ty, Her Ma_]esty's
Commissioner of Arbitration ad interim, for the Gambia, on the evening of the
5th of May. I have now to inform your Lordship, that His Excellency
returned to Freetown yesterday, and has resumed his duties in the Mixed
Courts.

I have, &c.
(Signed) H. W, MACAULAY.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. &e. &e.

No. 8.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 3.}
My Lorp, Siem-a,Leone‘, 4¢h June, 1838.

WE have the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s Despatch of the 9th
of April 1838, transmitting for our information printed copies of two Treaties, by
which the Hanse Towns, and the Grand Duke of Tuscany have acceded to the
conventions between His late Majesty, and the King of the French, for the more
effectual suppression of the Slave Trade.

We thank your Lordship for this information.
We have, &e.

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.
R. DOHERTY.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. . &e. &e.
No. 9. »
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 3.)
My Lorp, Sierra Leone, June 4, 1838,

WE have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s Despatch, dated April
11th, 1838, on the subject of the power possessed by Her Majesty’s Government, of
interfering to prevent British Merchants at Sierra Leone from purchasing con-
demned Slave vessels, as agents for Slave dealers. :

We beg leave to express our acknowledgments to your Lordship, for havingcon-
veyed to us the Queen’s Advocate’s opinion on this point, and which we have laid
before His Excellency the Governor, for his information.

, ‘We have, &ec. : .
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.
- R. DOHERTY.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palnerston, G.C.B.

&e. &e. &e.
No. 10. ‘
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 3.)
My Lorp, Sierra Leone, 30th June, 1838.

WE have the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship a certified copy -
of the list of emancipated Slaves, registered by the Courts of Mixed Commissions
here, in the period from the st of J anuary to this date, inclusive. The number so
registered was 14186, :

The number of Slaves emancipated during the same period was 1928, of whom
two, from the Portuguese brig “ Gratidas,” absconded after emancipation, - and
before their descriptions could be taken to be registered ; and 19 others died before
they could beregistered. A decree of emancipation was likewise passed in favour-




SIERRA LEONE. (General.) | 5

of the 332 Slaves Janded at Montego Bay, Jamaica, from the Portuguese brigan-
tine « Arrogante,” and in favour of the 159 Slaves landed at Port Royal, in the
same island, from the Portuguese schooner ¢ Izabelita.” We presume that these

returns have been registered, and their deseriptions taken, at Jamaica.
We have, &ec.

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. R. DOHERTY.

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 10.

ABSTRACT.
Number Number died before Recis- Number
Registered. ar:ﬁ:;,(blst Ersl:;:ipafgdl.s Emancipated. Remarks.

Princenza Africana . . 222 .o 222
Deixa Falar . . . . 186 .o 186
Gratidao . . . . . 370 8 380 (a){(«) 2 men abscanded.
Felicidades . . . . 404 4 408
Dous Irmaos . . . 224 7 241

1416 19 1437

Mem.~Number registered up to the 1st Janvary, 1838, . . . . 44,980
Number registered from 1st January to 30th June, 1838, . 1416

Total, 46,396

Sierra Leone, 30th June, 1838.

In addition to the foregoing list of emancipated slaves, registered in the period set forth, there were
832 slaves landed from the Portuguese brigantine *“ Arrogante® at Mountego Bay, in the Island of
Jamaica, and 159 from the Portuguese schooner * Izabelita’ at Port Royal, in the said Island,—in
all 491, the survivors of whom were emancipated by decrees of the British and Portuguese Court of

Mixed Commission,
(Signed) M. S, MELVILLE,
_ Registrar.

These are to certify that the foregoing is a true and correct Copy of the original list of slaves
registered and emancipated by the Courts of Mixed Commissions, established at Sierra Leone, under
the Treaties with Foreign Powers, for preventing the illicit traffic in slaves, during the period from the
1st day January, to the 30th day of June, 1838.,

In faith and testimony whereof, I have herewith set my hand, and affixed the seal of the -
mixed Commissions at Freetown, in the Colony of Sierra Leone, this 30th day of June,
in the year of our Lord 1838,

(L.S)) (Signed) M. S. MELVILLE,
) Registrar.
No. 11.
Viscount Palmerston to Her Magjesty’s Commissioners. -
GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, 17th September 1838.

I have received the Despatch, marked General, which was addressed to
me by Mr. Macaulay, on the 8d of April last, suggesting that, in order to
prevent any delay in the adjudication of a vessel, or the regular business of the
Courts, in consequence of the illness of an Acting Commissioner, authority
should be given to you in such case to swear in the Colonial Officer next in
succession, in order to carry on the business, until such time as the Acting
Commissioner shall be able to resume his duties. ‘ °

The matter having been referred to the Queen’s Advocate, that Officer has
reported his opinion, that the course prescribed by the Treaties in the case of
the death, absence, or illness, of a regularly appointed Commissioner, should
be adopted, in a like contingency occurring, in the case of an Acting Commis-
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sioner ; and I have therefore to instruct you to provide for the case of the ill-
ness of an Acting Commissioner, in the manner suggested by Mr. Macaulay,
in the Despatch above-mentioned.
I have, &ec.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.

To Her Majesty’s Commissioners,

&e. &e. &e.

No. 12.
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 17.)

My Lorp, Sierra Leone, 31st July, 1838.

We have the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s Despatch, trans-
mitting us copies of two series of papers relating to the Slave Trade, lately pre-
sented to Parliament by Her Majesty’s command.

It has always been our practice, besides supplying the Commissioners’ Office
and the Registry with these papers, to present a copy to His Excellency the
Governor of the colony, to His Honour the Chief Justice, and to the Secretary of
Government, as each of those gentlemen is occasionally called upon to act in the
Courts as a Commissioner ad interim. We have also been accustomed to reserve
a copy for the Admiral commanding the West African station, and for the senjor
naval officer in the Bights. ’

‘We have, &ec.
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.
R. DOHERTY.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B,

&e. &e. &e.

No. 18.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to. Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 17 2

My Lorp, Sierra Leone, July 31, 1838.
We beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch of the

-9th ultimo, covering the copy of a resolution unanimously voted by the House of

Commons on the 10th of May, for an address to Her Majesty upon the Slave Trade,
and of the answer which, on"the 28rd of the same month, Her M ajesty was pleased
to return to that address.

_We sincerely trust, that the anxious and unceasing desire of the Parliament and
Government of Great Britain for the extinction of the traffic in slaves, will soon be
met, on the part of Portugal and other powers, by effectual measures for the total
suppression of that traffic. '

We have, &ec.

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.

o R. DOHERTY.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.
&e. &e. &e.
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No. 14.

Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Commissioners.
GENTLEMEN,  Foreign Office, May 21, 1838.

I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information and guidance, the copies
of a correspondence with Her Majesty’s Envoy at Madrid; by which you will
perceive, that the Custom-House Authorities of Cuba have been directed not to
issue certificates to vessels, carrying casks for the trade in palm oil, without exacting
a bond, which may be a security, in case it should afterwards be proved, that the
prohibited articles were destined for illegal purposes.

I have, &e.
(Signed) PALMERSTON.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners,

&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 14..
Viscount Palmerston to Sir G. Villiers.. Foreign Office, March 27, 1838..
(See papers.of 1837. Further Series ; Class B. No. 23, p. 15.)

Second Enclosure in No. 14.
Sir G. Villiers to Viscount Palmerston. Madrid, April 14,1838,
(See papers of 1837 ; Further Series; Class: B. No. 30, p. 24,

Third Enclosure in No. 14,
Sir G. Villiers to Viscount Palmersion. Madrid, April 21, 1838.
(See Class B. No. 6.)

No. 15.
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 10.)

My Lorbp, Sierra Leone, April 3, 1838..
' WE had the honour to receive yesterday your Lordship’s Despatch of the
18th of February, 1838, transmitting the Copy of a Despatch from Her Majesty’s
Commissioners at Havana, containing their Report of arrivals and departure of
Slave Vessels for the month of November, 1837,

We beg leave to thank your Lordship for this communication.

We have, &e. '
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.
ROBERT RANKIN.

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. &e. &e..
No. 16. .
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston —(Received Sept. 3.)
My Lorbp, Sierra Leone, June 4, 1838.

We have the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s Despatch of the 9th
of April, 1838, transmitting Copies of two Despatches from Her Majesty’s Com-
missioners at Havana, containing their Reports of the arrivals and departures of
Slave Vessels, at and from that port, during the months of December, 1837, and

January, 1838.
‘We have, &c.

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.
R. DOHERTY.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston,G. C.B.

&e. &e: &e.
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No. 1%.

- Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Backhouse.—(Received September 3.)

SIR, Sierra Leone, June 30, 1838.

WE have the honour to report, that no case has come before the British and
Spanish Mixed Court of Justice, in the period from the 1st of January, 1838, to-
this date.

- We have, &ec.

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.

: ‘ R. DOHERTY.

Jokn Backhouse, Esq.

&e. &e. &c.

No. 18.
Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, October 8, 1838.

I HEREWITH transmit for your information, the accompanying copies of
Despatches from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana ; giving an account
of the Slave vessels which have left that port for the Coast of Africa, in the months
of February, March, April, May, and June of the present year.

- I have, &ec.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners, (Signed) PALMERSTON.

&ec. &ec. &e.

Enclosures in No.18.
Havana Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston. Havana, March 1, 1838.
Do. do. do. July 17, 1838.
(See Nos. and )

No. 19.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Fiscount Palmerston.—(Received October 17.)
My Lorb, Sierra Leone, July 31, 1838.

We have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s Despateh, dated May
21, 1838, inclosing for our information and guidance, copies of a correspondence
which has recently taken place on the subject of the Bond to be henceforth required
at Spanish ports, on the shipment as lawful cargo of any of the articles enumerated
in the Spanish Treaty of the 28th of June, 1835, and which, if found on board a
vessel, would be prima facie evidence of her illegal equipment for the prohibited
Slave Traffic.

The necessity of such a ipeasure as that adopted by the Spanish Government, is
amply shewn in the correspondence which accompanies this Despatch ; but we are
far from sanguine that it will be carried into effect with efficiency and good faith
by the authorities at Cuba.

' We have, &ec.
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.
' R. DOHERTY.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. &e. &e.
No. 20,
Viscount Palmerston to Her Majesty’s Commissioners.
GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, November 2, 1838.

. I HEREWITH transmit for your information, a copy of a Despatch, and of its
enclosure from Her Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havana, containing an account
of vessels which arrived at that Port from the Coast of Africa, in the month of
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August last, and a list of those which sailed from the Havana for Africa in the

months of July and August of this year.
I am, &ec.

His Majesty’s Commissioners, (Signed) PALMERSTON.
&e. &ec. &e.

Enclosure in No. 20.
Havana Comnissioners to Viscount Palmersion. Sept. 13, 1838
(See No. .89.)

Crass A.
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No. 21.
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—( Received Moy 19.)

My Lorbp, Sierra Leone Jun. 12, 1838.

WE have the honour of reporting to your Lordship, that Her Majesty’s Brig
¢ Curlew,” Lieutenant Edmund Norcott, Commander, fell in with, and detained, off
the Seabar, river Sherbro, on the 26th ultimo, the Portuguese Slave Schooner
“ Princéza Africana,” with a sargo of 222 Negroes on board, who had been only
that morning embarked in the Sherbro, for conveyanee to the Island of Porto
Rico.

The detained vessel reached this Port on the 1st, and was condemned on the
10th, instant ; when her cargo of slaves was decreed to be emancipated.

Our report of this case we beg leave herewith to transmit to your Lordship.

From the evidence of the acting master, who had originally shipped at Porto
Rico as Boatswain of this vessel, we learnt, that she left that Island about a month
previous to her sale at the Cape de Verde Islands, under the command of a Spaniard
named José Cargil, who is represented to have been owner, and to have sold the
Schooner to her late Portuguese master, Fernando S4 Brandao, at the Cape de
Verdes.

It was apparently intended by the deceased Master and Mate to have kept this
fact secret, as in the commencement of the log book kept by the late Mate, twenty-
six leaves have been torn out, containing, it is supposed, the history of this vessel,
previous to the day of her departure from the Cape de Verdes.

Under these circumstances we consider, that the sale and transfer of the « Prin-
céza Africana,” to the flag of Portugal has been nominal, and with the object of
protecting her from seizure for equipment ; and that she still continues bond Jide,
Spanish property belonging to Porto Rico. ‘

In this instance the Portuguese authorities at Porto Praya, have cleared out
thirty-one casks on board the vessel, as destined to carry palm oil on the return

voyage.
We have, &ec. .
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.

WALTER W. LEWIS.
Tre Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. '
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 21

Report of the Case of the Portuugese Schooner « Princéza Africana,” Juan Bufo, Acting Master.

Sierra Leone, 12th Jan, 1888.

This vessel was furnished with a Portuguese Passport by the Governor-General of the Cape de Verde
Islands, in the month of May, 1837, for a voyage thence to Pernambuco direct, in conformity with
which an official Muster-roll from the Secretary of the Government, was obtained on the 12th of that
month. - On the day following, the eargo of this vessel was cleared out at the Custom-house, for
“ Pernambuco, and Ports along the coast-of Africa.” In this clearance, it is particularly mentioned
that the detained vessel carried 25 small casks, filled with water, and 6 casks not set up, to hold palm-
oil on the return voyage. :

Thus prepared, the “ Princéza Africana” proceeded from the Cape.de Verde Islands to the river
Sherbro ; and, after a delay there of about 16 days, during which the outward cargo would appear to
bave been landed, she went to sea again, and cruised along the coast as far as the latitude of Cape
Palmas, returning to the Sherbro on the 1st of August last, from which date she remained at anchor
there until the 26th of December, when a cargo of slaves was embarked. In the attempt to get clear
of the entrance to the Sherbro, on her return voyage, this vessel was seized with her human cargo by
a boat of Her Majesty’s brig ¢ Curlew,” Lieutenant Norcott, Commander; and that officer accom-
panied his prize to this port, in which she arrived on the 1st instant.

The Marshal and Surgeon to the Court visited and reported upon the detained vessel, and the
negroes on board of her, as soon as she came to anchor.
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From the Surgeon’s report it appeared that, although these slaves had been but a week on board
of the detained vessel, there were already among them 49 cases of disease, 33 of which were ophthal-
mia. The detained schooner was very small for the number of negroes embarked in her; and the
Surgeon therefore suggested the advantage of their being landed as soon as practicable, which recom-
mendasion was carried into effect the same day.

All the papers in the case were received and filed in the Court on the day of the arrival of this
vessel; the usual monition issued, and the witnesses produced by the captor were ordered for examina-
tion by the Registrar. v

The declaration of the captor as to the circumstances attending the seizure of this schooner was to
the effect, that Her Majesty’s brig * Curlew,” having been on the 26th December, 1837, in latitude
70 21’ North, and longitude 12° 40’ West, the cutter of the said brig succeeded in capturing the
schooner “ Princéza Africana,” sailing under Portuguese colours, and bound from Seabar to Porto
Rico, with a cargo of 222 slaves.

The witnesses in this case were the Acting Master, Juan Bufo, and' the Supercargo, Edward Com-
belle, who were on the 4th instant examined upon the standing interrogatories,

Juan Bufo deposed, that  he "was born at Mahon, has lived at Barcelona for the last 26 years; iz a
Spanish subject, and has never served any other State; is not married. He took the command of the
vessel about six months ago at the Sherbro, on the deaths of the late Master and Mate of the vessel at
that place ; first saw the vessel in Porto Rico about 11 months since; believes she is North American
built. He was present when the vessel was captured with slaves on board; sailed under Portuguese
colours, and had no others, The vessel is called ¢ Princéza Africana,” has never heard of any
other name ; does not know her tonnage; she had about 17 officérs and mariners, exclusive of the late
Master ; part Portuguese, and part Spaniards, who were shipped and hired by the late Master, Don
Fernando, 10 months since at Porto Praya (part had been previously shipped and hired at Porto Rico
about 11 months ago, by the former Owner and Master, Don José Cargil, a Spanish subject, and a
resident of Catalonia). Neither he, nor any other of the officers or mariners to his knowledge, had,
with the exception of the Supercargo, any interest in either vessel or cargo. Was boatswain aboard,
till th]e deaths of the superior officers rendered it necessary for him to assume the command of the
vessel. :

“ At the time of capture there were some passengers, but does not know the number, or their
names ; they were seamen, but does not know of what nation; they were taken on board in the
Sherbro about a weelk since, at the instance of the Supercargo, for a passage to Porto Rico; does not
know what their business at Porto Rico might have been; none of them had any authority aboard, or
interest in the vessel or cargo to his knowledge, The last clearing Port was Porto Praya, Cape Verdes;
the voyage commenced, and was to have ended, at Porto Rico. From Porto Rico the vessel proceeded
to Porto Praya, where she remained about 10 days, and then went to the Sherbro, where she remained
8 months, when she proceeded to Cape Palmas for rice, and returning thence to Sherbro, embarked
her slaves. The capturing vessel was first seen off the Banana Islands about a week since; capture
took place the same day; there was no chase; the vessel was captured by a boat during a calm ; the
vessel was steering for Porto Rico when she fell in with the man-of-war, There was 1 gun mounted,
8 muskets, about as many cutlasses, and a small quantity of powder for defence against pirates ; no
resistance was made ; there were no instructions to escape capture, or for concealing or destroying any
of the vessel’s papers, Don Fernando, the late Master, was the owner of the vessel; does not recol-
lect the Master’s other name; knows that the said master bought the vessel at Porto Praya from Don
José Cargil, the former Master and owner.

~ “Don Fernando was a Portuguese subject, but does not kiow any thing further about him. He does
not know whether there is any bill of sale, Witness does not know the price of the vessel, or whether
the same be paid, though he has heard that it was, and believes the sale to have been a true one;
believes, if restored, the vessel will belong to the representatives of the late Master; knows of no private
agreement. 'The Supercargo, Combelle, was the lader, and consignee of the cargo; the said Combelle
alnd two other persons named Juan and Felipe & Labaca, witness believes to be the owners of the
slaves.

¢ Combelle is a Frenchman, and lives, witness believes, at St. Thomas’s, ‘West Indies. Leon and &
Labaca are Spanish subjccts, and live at Porfo Rico ; cannot say how long these persons have resided
in these places respectively, or where they lived before; the said slaves witness believes were to have
been landed at Porto Rico for account and risk of the said three parties, and will belong to them if
restored. He knows nothing of the last voyage; the lading on the present occasion was shipped at
Porto Rico, and consisted of tobacco and rum; the present cargo is slaves, 218 were shipped alto~
gether, all from the shore; does not remember their particular descriptions; none have died, either
before or since capture; after seizure the vessel was taken to Sierra Leone. ’

“ The papers found on board were and are all true and fair, so far ashe knows; no papers were
destroyed, concealed, or made away with ; there are no other papers that he knows of relating to
vessel or cargo; he does not know whether there was a charter party. He does not know whether
the vessel or cargo be insured ; ‘the vessel was under the management of the Supercargo in regard to
her trade. Bulk was broken in the Sherbro; none of the slaves have been landed since capture.”

Edward Combelle, the Supercargo of the detained vessel, confirmed, by his testimony, the Master’s
evidence in all the material points, J

On the fifth instant publication of the case was granted, on the Petition of the Proctor for the
Captor. '

The' Monition which had issued on the 1st, was. returned, duly certified, on the 10th instant; on
which day the Court met for the adjudication of this vessel, upon which a sentence of condemnation
was pronounced. At the same time, the 222 slaves captured in this vessel (none baving died during

their detention,) were pronounced to be free. S
(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.

' WALTER W. LEWIS.
Sierra Leone, January 12, 1838, . .
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No. 22,

Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 19.)

My Lorp, Sierra Leone, January 12, 1838,

Her Majesty’s Sloop “ Scout,” Robert Craigie, Esq., Commander, when
cruizing in the Bight of Benin, on the 20th of November last, detained the Portu-
guese Slave Brigantine Deiza Falar,” Joao Anastacio Baker, Master, for having
on board 205 Negroes, shipped the previous day at Lagos, and destined for
Bahia.

The detained vessel was immediately despatched, in charge of a Prize Officer, to
this Colony for adjudication, where she arrived on the Ist, instant, and on the
following 10th, the prosecution of this vessel having been completed, and her guilty
employment at the time of detention fully established, the confiscation of the vessel
was pronounced, as well as the emancipation of the 186 surviving slaves of her

cargo.

We have the honour to enclose for your Lordship’s information, our Report of the
case of this vessel. '

The slaves of this vessel were to have been landed at a place called Camamf,
which the Mate described as being sixty miles to the southward of Bahia.

The contradiction of the ship’s papers by the witnesses, in respect to the name
of the owner, was very glaring. There were also opposing statements in the papers
respecting the situation filled by Francisco Garcia Machado, on board of the
detained vessel, the correctness of which he denied in his own evidence.

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.
_ WALTER W. LEWIS,
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B.

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 22.

Report of the Case of the Portuguese Brigantine « Deixa Falar,” Jodo Anastacio Baker, Master,

Tars vessel, when seized,’ hadjon board only 2 Ship’s Papers, a Passport, and Muster-ro]l ; the
former obtained from the Portuguese Consul-General at Rio Janiero, in February, 1837, and the
latter from the Portuguese Consul at Bahia, on the 8rd June following, These two documents agree
in describing the Owner of the detained vessel to be José Antonio de Freitas, but differ as to the person
who was actually the Master, the Passport naming Francisco Garcia Machado as filling that office,
whilst the Muster-roll states a person of that name to be the Boatswain of the brigantine, and the
Master to be' the person found in command of her when detained. In both of the Official Papers
above-mentioned the destination of the vessel from Bahia was stated to be Oporto, with leave to call
at Gibraltar; but her route appeared to be direct from the port of clearance to Lagos, where a cargo
of negroes was embarked, with which she was detained by Her Majesty’s sloop * Scout,”” on the
20th November, 1837, on the first day of her return voyage to Bahia,

On the 1st January instant, the detained vessel came into this harbour, and we received the cus-
tomary Reports respecting her from the Marshal and Surgeon to the Courts,

It appeared that, during the long passage of this vessel to our port, 16 of the negroes had died of
dysentery, of which disorder there were 30 cases then on board ; the remainder of the slaves being
generally healthy-looking. '

The surgeon strongly recommended their early disembarkation.
™ On the st instant the usual measures were taken to open the prosecution of the detained vessel on a
charge of illegal slave-trading ; the Monition in the case issued, and other preliminary steps were
taken, The healthy slaves were, on the same day, landed at the Liberated African Department in
in Freetown, and the sickly, on the morning following, at the Lazaretto at Kissey.

The Declaration of the Commander, Robert Craigie, stated, that on the 20th November, 1837,
being in Her Majesty’s sloop  Scout,” in latitude 5° 53/ North, and longitude 4° 16’ East, he detained
the brigantine named the * Dejzq Falar,” sailing under Portuguese colours, and commanded by Joao
Anastacio Baker, who declared her to be bound from Tagos to Bahia, having on board 210 slaves.

The witnesses in this case were the Master and Mate of the captured vessel, who were examined by

- the Registrar on the 5th instant,

Joao Anastacio Baker, the said Master, swore, that “He was horn at Tigueira, in Portugal,
and lives there; has never served any state but Portugal, and is not married. He was ap-
pointed to the command of the detained vessel, and possession of her was given to him, at
Bahia, by Jos¢ Joaquim Machado, a Portuguese subject, and a resident of that place; first
saw the said vessel there about two months previously ; believes she is Brazilian built, He was
present when the vessel was seized with slaves on board; sailed under Portuguese colours, and had
none of any other nation. The flag which is now flying at the mast-head of the * Deiza Falar,” (the
white Portuguese flag) has been placed there by the Prize Officer, and was only used on hoard as a
private signal ; the colours under which the vessel was, when seized, were the blue and white usually
borne by Portuguese vessels. The vessel has never been called anything but * Deiza Falar,” to his
knowledge ; she is 72 tons burden, and had ten officers and mariners, exclusive of witness, part Portu= .
guese and part Brazilians ; all shipped and hired by witness’at Bahia ; neither Le, nor any of the officers
ot mariners, had any'interest in either vessel or cargo. 'Was master on board ; there were no passengers.
The last clearing port was Bahia, and the voyage commenced, and was to have ended, there; from
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Bahia, the vessel proceeded direct to Lagos, where she shipped slaves. The capturing vessel was first
seen about 30 miles outside Lagos, on the 20th November ; capture took place the same day, after a
chase of 7 hours; the vessel was steering for Bahia when pursued, and made every effort to escape
from the cruizer. The vessel's papers were for Oporto and Gibraltar, but she did not go there, witness’s
orders being to proceed to the Coast. There is no gun mounted, and but two muskets and one cutlass;
no resistance was made ; there were no instructions for escaping capture, or for concealing or destroy-
ing any of the vessel's papers. José Joaquim Machado is sole owner of the vessel ; be is a Portuguese
by birth, and has resided for several years past with his family, at Bahia; witness does not know
where he lived previously; believes him to be the owner; having been so informed by Machado,
and having seen it so stafed in the vessel’s papers. He has seen the bill of sale in the possession of
Machado at Bahia, where he believes it now is; knows none of the particulars of it, as lie only saw it
once, and did not read it. Does not know the price of the vessel, or if the same be paid; believes
the sale to have been a true one, and that the vessel will belong to Machado, if restored, and to no
other person; knows of no private agreement; Machado is the sole owner of the cargo;
the consignee at Lagos, and the lader of the slaves, was Luiz Antonio de Andrada, a native of Brazil,
now living and trading at Lagos. The slaves were to have been landed at Camamf, a place to the
southward of Bahia, on account and risk of Machado; and, if restored, will belong to him on‘ly;
knows of no other person concerned in them. He knows nothing of the former voyage; the lading
shipped at Bahia on the present occasion consisted of rum aud tobacco ; the present cargo is slaves;
210 were shipped altogethet, all from the shore ; does not remember their particular deseriptions ; none
died before, but 22 have died since, capture ; after seizure the vessel was taken to Sierra Leone. The
papers delivered up were and are all true and fair. No papers were destroyed, concealed, or made
away with. There is no paper in any country (other than the bill-of-sale before-mentioned) . relating
to vessel or ‘cargo, to hLis knowledge. There was no Charter-party. He is ignorant whether the
vessel or cargo be insured; the vessel was under the management of de Andrade in regard to her
trade. Bulk was broken at Lagos; no slaves have been disembarked since capture.” ‘

The other witness in the case was Francisco Garcia Machado, who is described in the Passport as
Master, and in the Muster-roll as Boatswain, of the detained vessel, He swore at his examination
that he was the Mate of this vessel. 'This witness corroborated the evidence of the Master in every
respect, and declared, like him, that the owner of the vessel was José Joaquim Machado, and that he
had seen his nameas such in the vessel's papers, a statement directly at variance with the fact.

The number of slaves who died whilst under the charge of the Prize Officer appeared, by that gen-
tleman’s affidavit, which was filed on the 6th instant, to be sixteen. On the receipt of this docwnent,
publication was granted to the eaptor’s Proctor. ‘

On the 10th instant, the Monition issued in the case was returned, certified by the Marshal to have
been properly executed ; and at the sitting of the Court on that day, the said Brigantine * Deiza
Falar” and her cargo were declared good prize to the Governments of Great Britain and Portugal,
except the slaves, in number 186, who were duly emancipated.

(Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.

Sierra Leone, January 12, 1838. WALTER W. LEWIS.

No. 23.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Fiscount Palmerston.—(Recetved May 19.)
My Lorp, : Sierra Leone, January 20, 1838.

: HereIN we have the hanour to transmit to your Lordship, our Report of

the case of the Portuguese brig  Gratidao,” Joso Fernando Bouvier, Master,
seized on the 23rd of November last, in the Bight of Benin, with 452 slaves on
board, by Her Majesty’s sloop of war * Scout,” Commander Craigie; and con-
demned here on the 19th instant, when the 380 survivors of the slaves were declared
to be emancipated.

From the papers of this vessel it may be inferred, that, previous to the voyage in
which she was seized, she had been a successful trader, having safely made a voyage
to Havana in the month of August 1836, and to Bahia in August 1837. )

1t will be observed, that a frequent change of Masters has taken place in this
vessel ; and at the commencement of the last voyage her name was altered, for the
object, we presume, of mystifying her gharacter and proceedings ; in the apparent
desire to further which object, the Master swore, that the owner of the vessel, Jozé
Moreira Pinto, lives at Havana, notwithstanding the passport stated he is'a resident
of Bahia. : ‘ ‘

: (Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G.C.B. WALTER W. LEWIS.

&e. §c. &e.

Enclosure in No. 23.
Report of the case of the Portuguesé Brig, * Gratidao,”Jodo Fernando Bouvier, Master.

“Trrs vessel, according to the papers found on board of herat the time of detention, and
which consisted of
A Passport,
A Muster-roll, and
Four Custom House Certificates,
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was owned by José Moreira Pinto, a resident of Bahia, and sailed under a Passport from the Provi-
sional Government of Princes Island, dated the 8th March, 1836, in which her destination was stated to

* be from that Island to Cuba, via the coast of Africa. This voyage was apparently accomplished, and
the vessel then went to Bahia, where she arrived in November, 1836 ; and in the following February
departed for Princes’. Whether he visited that Island on the occasion alluded to is uncertain ; but she
again cleared out from Bahia in September last on another voyage ostensibly to Princes’, which official
destination was not observed, the Brig having proceeded direct to Lagos. During the detained
vessel’s last visit to Bahia, her name was changed from * Nova Inveja” to that of ¢ Gratiddo,” and a
new master was appointed to her, making the fourth change of commanders in the course of twenty
months. In the Muster-roll and Passport the detained vessel is declared to have been destined for
Princes Island ; whilst one of the Custom House clearances from Bahia stated she was bound to the
coast of Africa generally, and another that she was going to Onim or Lagos.

To the last-named port the * Gratidao” proceeded direct on leaving Bahia, and there embarked a
cargo of slaves, with which she was captured, shortly after leaving the coast, by Her Majesty’s sloop
¢ Scout,” Robert Craigie, Esq., Commander.

The detained vessel reached this port on the 11th January, 1838, and the Marshal and Surgeon to
the Courts made their official visits and reports that day. The Surgeon stated, that of the 454 slaves
which had been seized in this vessel, 56 had died of dysentery; and that there were still on board 64
cases of the same disease. There were also 19 other cases of sickness, which, together with those
mentioned, the Surgeon recommended should be immediately sent to the hospital. The remainder of
the cargo appeared to be clean and healthy-looking : but their early diserabarkation was recommended,
as the detained vessel did not afford them proper accommodation.

On the following day, the 12th instant, the papers of this vessel, duly authenticated, were filed in
the British and Portuguese Court, together with the captor’s declaration; when the usual Monition
was issued, and other preparatory measures adopted.

The slaves were landed on the same day, in compliance with the request of the captor’s proctor,
and the recommendation of the Surgeon to the Court.

The captor’s declaration stated that Her Majesty’s sloop “ Scout,” having been on the 23rd Novem-
ber, 1837, in or about latitude 5° 40 north, and longitude 4° 15/ east, detained the Brig  Gratidao,”
sailing under Portuguese colours, and commanded by Joao Fernando Bouvier, who declared her to be
bound from Lagosto Bahia, and having on board 457 slaves.

On the 17th instant, the registrar examined the witnesses produced by the captor.

The Master of the detained vessel deposed that ¢ he was born in Lisbon, has lived at Bahia for the
last.7 years, is a subject of Portugal, and has never served any other state; is not married. He was
appointed to the command at Bahia in September last by José Moreira Pinto, the owner, a resident of
Havana, and a Portuguese subject; possession was given to witness at Bahia in September last by
Joao da Costa, junior, the correspondent of the owner, a Brazilian subject, and vesident of Bahiaj
first saw the said vessel there a few days previously to having possession given to him; does not know
where she was built. He was present when the vessel was captured with slaves aboard ; had no
colours but Portuguese,

¢ He has heard the vessel was formerly called “ Nova Inveja.” Since witness has known her she
has always been called © Gratidao ;> she is 213 tons burthen, and had 23 or 24 officers and marines,
exclusive of witness, all Portuguese, except the Mate, who was a Brazilian ; all hired and shipped at
Bahia by witness in September last. :

« Neither lie, nor any of the officers or marines, had any interest in the vessel or cargo, with the
-exception of witness, who owned 2 of the slaves, the first mate, to whom 2 other of the slaves be-
longed, and the supercargo, who was the proprietor of 12 slaves; was Master on board; there were
‘@ persons shipped at Lagos in November for a passage to Bahia; they had previously accompanied
the vessel as passengers from Bahia to Lagos, for the purpose, witness believes, of trading there;
their names were Jos¢ Barbosa Nunez, senior and junior, being father and son, the elder a Portuguese,
the other a Brazilian, both resident merchants of Bahia ; neither of them had any interest in vessel or
cargo, or authority whatever on board, with the exception of the elder Nunes, who was the supercargo.

“The last clearing-port was Bahia; and the present voyage began and was to have ended there.
From Bahia the vessel proceeded direct to Lagos, where the slaves were shipped.

¢ The capturing vessel was first seen on the 23rd November, near the entrance of the river Bonny,
but not within sight of land; does not remember the latitude or longitude; capture took place the
same day, about an hour after the vessels had fallen in with each other ; there was no attempt made
to escape, as it would have been useless, The vessel was steering for Bahia when she fell in with the
man-of-war. 'There were 2 guns mounted, and a few muskets and cutlasses, and a little powder for
defence, and keeping the slaves in order. No resistance was made; there were no instructions to

" escape capture, or for concealing or destroying any of the vessel’s papers, José Moreira Pinto was
sole owner of the vessel, a Portuguese by birth ; does not know if he be married, or where he lived
before he resided at Havana, Believes Pinto to be the owner, having been so informed by Jodo da
Costa, junior. He has never seen any bill of sale, and does not know the price of the vessel, or whe=-
ther it be paid ; believes, if restored, the vessel will belong to Pinto; knows of no private agreement ;.
Pinto is also owner of the slaves, with the exception of those which he has stated belong to himself,
to Simon Pereira the Mate, and to José Barbosa Nunmez the supercargo. Pereira is a Brazilian,
and. lives at Bahia when not at sea; does not know where Nunez lived previously to his_resi-
dence in that city. The Consignee and Lader of the vessel at Lagos was one Ignacio, a native of
Brazil, and a resident trader at Lagos, The slaves were to have been landed at Bahia, on account
and risk of Pinto, with the exception of 16 slaves belonging to persons on board as before stated ;
believes the said slaves, if restored, will belong to Pinto, Jusé Barbosa Nunez, Senior, Simon Pereira,
and witness, as before stated. :

 He knows nothing of the last voyage ; the cargo shipped at Bahia was tobacco and dry goods';
the present cargo is slaves ; 453 were shipped altogether, all from the shore ; does not remember their
descriptions ; none died before, but some have died since capture ; does not know how many ; after
seizure the vessel was taken to Sierra Leone.

“ The papers delivered up were and are all true and fair; no papers were destroyed, concealed, or
made away with; there are no other papers to his knowledge relating to_vessel or cargo. There was
no Charter party. He does not know whether the vessel or cargo is insured. The vessel was
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under the management of Nunez Senior, the Supercargo, in regard to her trade; bulk was broken at
Lagos; no slaves have been disembarked since capture.” ) ,

Manuel Vianna, the Steward of the detained vessel, was the other witness produced in the case.
His evidence proved of rather a limited character, as compared with that of the Master, but served to
corroborate it as far as it went. : : '

The number of slaves who died whilst they were in charge of the Prize Officer proved to be 59,
according to the affidavit of that gentleman filed on the 17th instant; on which day also publication
of the case was granted, on petition for the same. - o

On the 19th instant, the Monition issued in this case was returned into Court duly certified, after
which the adjudication of this vessel was immediately proceeded to, and a sentence of confiscation
passed upon the said brig, her tackle and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize taken on
board of her; the survivors of her cargo of slaves, in number 380, at the same time receiving a decree

of emancipation. .
, (Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.
Sierra Leone, Jonuary 20, 1838, WALTER W, LEWIS.
No, 24.
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 19.)
My Lorb:  Sierra Leone, January 24, 1838.

WE have the honour to enclose to your Lordship our Report of the case of
the Portuguese brig ¢ Camoes,” Antonio Gomes da Silva, Master, captured by her
Majesty’s schooner * Fair Rosamond,” on the 28th of September last, and adju-
dicated on the 22nd instant, in the British and Portuguese court of mixed commis-
sion, together with an abstract of the evidence. This report embraces only the
first part of the case of the * Camoes,” ending with her restoration, and a refer-
ence to the Registrar of the question of costs, damages, and expenses, due to the
claimant for the illegal detention of his vessel. : : B

The « Camoes” has been restored for the same approved reason that led to the
restoration of the «“ Pepita” on the 14th of August, 1834 ; namely, that the slaves
found on board of her, and on account of whom she was prosecuted, had not been
shipped « for the express purpose of the traffic,” but to afford a pretext to one of Her
Majesty’s ‘Cruisers for seizing the vessel, and for claiming from thecourt the eman-
cipationof the negroes, and the condemnation of the vessel in which they were con-
veyed to this colony. SRR

We are happy to inform your Lordship, that the freedom of the slaves of the
« Camoes” has not been affected by the sentence which restored that vessel, the
claimant having distinctly deposed that he had no connexion with, or interest in
them. These persons have accordingly been handed over to His Excellency the
Governor, under whom they enjoy the protection and support; received by the other
liberated Africans in the colony. ' - o

The « Camoes” cleared out from Pernambuco in ballast early in February, 1837,
and proceeding thence to Bahia, she there took on board a cargo of goods suited to
the African trade, and sailed direct to the river Benin, where she arrived in April
last. She was still in that river in the month of September, having landed almost
the whole of her outward cargo of goods, and waiting, we presume, for a return
cargo of slaves, when she was forcibly boarded, and taken possession of, by Her
Majesty’s schooner * Fair Rosamond,” on the ground that she had afforded shelter
to the piratical crew of another Portuguese vessel lying in the Benin river. = - -

From this detention the ¢ Camoes  was released on the following day, but she
was again seized by the “ Fair Rosamond™ a few days afterwards, for having
slaves on'board. During the interval which elapsed between the first and secon
seizure, the Master and supercargo of the « Camoes” were detained on board the
“ Fair Rosamond” as prisoners; and the vessel itself was daily visited by the
officers and men of the man-of-war. R ‘

It is admitted by the captor’s witnesses, that-the slaves were not shipped at the
instigation of the Master of the “ Camoes,” who was under ‘detention at the time,
but by the agent of that vessel, a resident merchant of Benin, with the knowledge,
connivance, and assistance of the captor: For full and particular details of the
extraordinary circumstances, which preceded and accompanied the seizure of this
vessel, we beg leave to refer your Lordship to the inclosed report, and abstract of
evidence. : , S

After a laborious investigation of the voluminous “evidence produced in this
case, we were clearly eonvinced that the captor had infringed the sixth article
of the Portuguese Convention of the 28th of July, 1817, and the first
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and second clauses of the First Article of the Instructions of the Men of War, em-
ployed to prevent the Illicit Traffic in Slaves ; and that it was our duty, in com-
pliance with the Eighth Aurticle of the regulations for the guidance of the Mixed
Commissions, in pronouncing judgment in favour of the claimant, at the same
time to award to him such costs, damages, and expenses, as he can properly
demand for the illegal detention of his vessel. ]
This award will form the subject of a separate despatch to your Lordship.
' (Signed) H. W. MACAULAY.

‘ . WALTER W. LEWIS.
The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, G. C.B.

&e. . &e. - &e.

First Enclosure in No. 24.
Report of the Case of the Portuguese Brig © Camoes,” Antonio Gomes da Silva, Master.

Tue Register or Passport of this vessel is dated at St. Paul de Loando on the 17th December,
1836, and was granted by the Governor, Civil Judge, and Secretary General, of that Presidency, to the
Portuguese brig * Camoes.” For this document Jozé Teixeira Cunha is described as the Master, and
Joao Antonio de Moraes Faria as the Owner, both being Portuguese subjects, The vessel is said to
be bound to Cape Verdeand Ambriz. She appears, however, from a certificate of the Portuguese
Consul at Pernambuico, to have arrived at the latter port on the 20th January, 1837, that is, the 34th
day after receiving her Passport at Loando ; and the Consul pretends to consider that Pernambuco was
merely taken .in her way to the places for which she had cleared out at Loando. He accordingly
describes the © Camoes” as * bound from Angola to the Cape de Verde Islands.”

Notwithstanding this certificate, a new Master, Antonio Dias, and a new crew, were appointed to
the * Camoes” during her stay at Pernambuco ; and an' endorsement on her original Passport, by the
same Portuguese Consul, dated the 3rd February, 1837, states that she was bound from that place to
the Cape de Verde Islands, by way of Bahia, St. Thomas’, Princes’, and other ports of Africa.

The Passport of the % Camoes™ was again visaed by the Portuguese Consul at Bahia on the 20th of

February, 1837, and afterwards, on her departure from the same place, on the 13th March, 1837, on
which day she cleared out solely for the Cape de Verde Islands,although St. Thomas’ and Princes’ were
also named in her clearances from Pernambuco.
. Nothing ¢an more completely shew the system of fraud practised on all such occasions than the fact
that, on the very day when the clearance for the Cape de Verde Islands was obtained, a Bill of Lading
for the cargo taken on board at Bahia was prepared by the agent of the vessel at that port, and
signed by the Master, stating that the % Camoes” was bound direct to the river Benin on the coast of
Africa. ) ‘ : C

The  Camoes” arrived in the river Benin in the month of April last, and was found there on the 17th
of May, 1837, by one of Her Majesty’s ships cruizing on the coast, as appears by an endorsement on
several of her papers, Shortly afterwards, the command of the © Camoes™ devolved on the present
Master, Antonio Gomes da Silva, in consequence of the death of Autonio Dias at Prinees’ Island,
whither he had gone in a small schooner from the river Benin. - By the month of September, almost
the whole of the outward cargo of the © Camoes” had been landed, and she was awaiting her return
cargo, which was, we presume, to have consisted of slaves, when she was detained by Her Majesty’s
schooner, ¢ Fair Rosamond, under the following circumstances :— )
A Portuguese brig, named the ¢ Velpz,” whilst at anchor in the river Benin, close to the ¢ Camoes,”

had ‘offered resistance to the right of search, which an officer in command of one of the boats of the
“ Fair - Rosamond > had attempted to enforce.. The ¢ Fair Rosamond > had in consequence herself
entered the river on the 23rd September last, and after firing at the brig which -had offered the resist-
ance, had taken possession of her, and also of her neighbour the * Camoes,” on board of which vessel
several of the crew of the © Peloz > had swam for shelter. '
- The men belonging “to the * Veloz were then separated from the crew of the  Camoes,” and con-
veyed on board of the man-of-war, where they were, with the rest of their shipmates, confined in irons
as pirates; and ‘the officer and prize-crew in charge of the ¢ Camoes™ were removed from that vessel,
after having been on board about 36 hours. : o

We have cautiously abstained from making any enquiries into the captor’s proceedings with regard
to the “ Veloz” and her crew, and have only thus far referred to the facts, stated incidentally in the evi-
dence. of the captor’s witnesses, in order that the circumstances attending the detention of the * Camoes”
may be more clearly understood. - '

" During the firing which preceded the seizure of the “ Veloz” and “ Camoes,” Joao Baptista Cézar,
the supercargo of the * Camoes,” and a resident merchant of Benin, but who was unfortunately afloat
at the time, and Antonio Gomes da Silva, the Master, left their vessel and were picked up in the water
by a boat of the * Fair Rosamond,” the former whilst swimming, and the latter holding on to the
rudder chains of the * Peloz,” and were both immediately conveyed on board the « Fair Rosamond,”
and confined there in irons withthe other prisoners belonging to the « Veloz.”” .

On the day following, the first detention of the * Camoes,” the “ Fair Rosamond ** weighed her
anchor, and took up a berth inside the bar of the river, which she was unable. to cross, owing to the
prevalence of neap-tides ; and she there remained until after the second detention of the * Camoes,” in
a position from which every thing that took place on board that vessel could be clearly seen from her
dgcks ; and in the intermediate period, the  Camoes” was daily visited b