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Ne 1.
The Right Hon. F. Lamb to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Jan. 31.)

Sir, Madrid, January 20, 1827.

I HAVE the honour to enclose copies of a note which I addressed to M. Salmon,
in obedience to the orders conveyed in your despatch of December 14, 1826, and
of his Excellency’s answer.

It is perfectly true, that I have been made aware that similar advertisements have
already, more than once, during the time which I have held His Majesty’s mission
at Madrid, appeared in the public newspapers of Cadiz.

I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (signed)  F. Lamb.
&c. &c. &c. ’

The Right Honourable F. Lamb, to the Chevalier de Salmon.

Madrid, Dec. 2g, 1826.

THE Undersigned, &c. has the honour to transmit to his Excellency the Chevalier de
Salmon, &c. the copy of a letter from His Majesty’s consul at Cadiz, enclosing a public ad-
vertisement in the gazette of that city for the sale of a negress.

Similar advertisements have more than once appeared in the public newspapers of Cadiz,
during the time the undersigned has held His Majesty’s mission at this court.

These acts of slave purchase and sale in the heart of Spain herself are entirely repug-
nant to the spirit of the stipulation by which His Catholic Majesty, in the 1st article of the
treaty of the 22d of September 1817, engages to His Britannic Majesty, * that the slave-
trade shall he abolished throughout the entire dominions of Spain, on the 3oth May 1820.”

The undersigned has, therefore, received the commands of his Government fo place these
facts before the Government of His Catholic Majesty, with the expression of the hope that
orders will immediately and publicly be given for the discontinuance of a practice, which,
by its prevalence in the mother country, must afford an example, the effect of which cannot
but be injurious to the due maintenance of the faith pledged by His Catholic Majesty, in
his compact with Great Britain for the abolition of the slave trade.

The undersigned avails himself, &c.
His Excellency the Chevalier de Salmon, (signed) F Lamb,
&e. &e. &ec, ‘

The Chevalier de Salmon to the Right Hon. F. Lamb.

Sir, Palace, January 17, 1827.

I RECEIVED the note which you did me the honour to address to me, dated 2gth of
last December, complaining that in the ¢ Diario de Cadiz,” of the 25th of the previous
October, the sale of a negress was announced ; and demanding, by reason thereof, the ob-
servance of the treaty of 1817, for the abolition of the slave trade, of which you believed
that the above sale was an infraction ; adding also, that that was not the first instance of
similar advertisements in the said ¢ Diario.”
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Permit me, sir, to obscrve to you, that the treaty of 1817 cannot possess that latitade
which, in the present question, is wished to be given to it. If now, and at other times,
similar advertisements have found their way into the said “ Diuvio,” the acts to which the
refer cannot be considered as being comprehended in the traffic which was abolished ; hut
merely as the disposal of a property, which it is lawful for the owner to alienate, and which
he can make over to another possessor, in virtue of a sale, or in any other manner ; the
more 80 as by enactment of the said treaty, the slavery of negroes, already introduced
before its conclusion, was not abolished ; and it is further therein stipulated, that a period
shall be allowed in which more slaves may be introduced.

Moreover, the King, my august Lord, who has with such good faith coincided with the
philanthropic ideas of His Britannic Majesty in this matter, has never desisted, and never
will desist, from forwarding all the measures which the English government has adopted,
and may still adopt, to prevent, in the Spanish dominions, the nefatious traffic in human
beings ; and to ensure more and more the accomplishment of what is stipulated—a fact well
known to your Excellency.

This is what I have the honour to state to you, in reply to your note aforesaid ; availing
myself of this opportunity to assure you of my high consideration. God preserve you
many years.

(signed) M. G. Salmon.

The Minister of England,

&e. &e. &e.

N° o
Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb.

Sir, Foreign Office, February 26, 1827.

IN reference to myformer despatches, on the subject of the slave vessel Minerva,”
chased into the Havannah by His Majesty’s ship * Pylades,” and the detention of
the steam vessel * Mexicano,” for the conveyance of slaves from on board of the
“Minerva;” I send to you the accompanying copy of a communication from the
Admiralty, containing some further information upon these cases.

Of this information you will make what use shall appear to you to be advisable,
in your communications with the Spanish government upon the subject.

I am, &c.

‘The Right Hon. Frederick Lamb, (signed) GEORGE CANNING.
&c. &c. &c.

John Barrow, Esq. to Josep}*/Planta, Jun. Esq.

Sir, Admiralty Office, Feb. 3, 1827.

WITH reference to my letter to you of the 6th of December last, enclosing copies of a
despatch from Vice Admiral Sir L. Halsted, respecting the slave trade corried on upon the
coast of Cuba, I am commanded by my Lords Comumissioners of the Adniralty to transmit
to you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Canning, copies of another letter, and its
enclosures, from Sir Lawrence Halsted, respecting the case of the « Minerva,” slave
vessel, chased into the Havannah by His Majesty’s sloop Pylades,” and the detention of
the ¢ Mexicano” steam-boat, for having slaves on board.

I am, &ec.

Joseph Planta, jun. esq. (signed) Jokn Barrow.
&e. &e. &e. .

Vice Admiral Halsted to J. W. Croker, Exq.

“ Isis,” in Port Royal Harbour, Jamaica,
Sir, November 30, 1826.

BY the return of His Majesty’s sloop “ Pylades,” I am enabled to transmit, for the
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the duplicate affidavits of Lieu-
tenants Hast and Nott, alluded to in my letter of the 2gth September last, on the subject of
the ¢ Minerva,” slave-schooner, chased into the port of Havannah, by the « Pylades” and
of her subsequent detention of the ¢ Mexicano,” steam-boat, for having slaves on board.

Before. Commander Jackson left the Havannah, he addressed a letter, of which the
enclosed is a copy, to the captain-general, respecting the case of “ the Minerva,” and
received the accompanying ambiguous reply, to which he adds, that he could not learn,
either from Mr. Macleay, or any other person at Havannah, what judgment had been passed
on the said schooner, or whether, in short, any at all had taken place, although the gover-
nor’s reply seems to warrant the belief that a sentence of some nature has been recorded.

! have, &c.
J. W. Croker, Esq. {vigned) F. W. Halsted,
&e. &e. XKe. , Vice Adnural.
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Affidavit of Lieutenant Nott.
SEE Class B. 1826—1827. Page 23.

Affidavit of Lieutenant Nott.
SEE Class B. 1826—1827. Page 28.

Commander Jackson to the Captain General of Cuba.

H. B. M. Sloop, “ Pylades,” Havannzh,
Sir, November 12, 1828,

IN reply to my letter of the 18th of August, you were pleased to inform me, that the
case of the schooner ¢ Minerva,” chased into this port by His Britannic Majesty’s ship
under my command, would be tried at the court of the captain general ; and as consider-
able time has elapsed since an officer from this ship and the master of a merchant vessel

ave evidence before the said court, I conclude, ere this, judgment may have been passed ;

if so, I shall feel obliged if you will cause me to be furnished with a copy thereof, that

I may lay the same before my commander-in-chief.
I have, &e.

(signed) G. V. Jackson, Commander.

His Excellency, Captain General Vives,
&c. & &e.

The Captain Géneral of Cuba to Commander Jackson.

Office of the Captain General of the ever faithful Island of Cuba.

Havannah, November 13, 1826.

IN reply to your letter of the 12th instant, requesting to be furnished with a copy of the
sentence pronounced in the cause instituted in consequence of the arrival at this port of the
schooner « Minerva,” chased by the vessel under your command ; I have to acquaint you,
that agreeably to the royal order of the 2d of January last, the log-book of the said schooner
was presented to his excellency the: commandant general for the necessary examination,
and that the determination of this captaincy-general was formed in conformity to justice,
and to the tenour of the before-mentioned royal order.

God preserve you, &c.
(signed) J. D. Vives.
The Commander of the British Corvette ¢ Pylades.”

N° 3. ;
The Conde de la Alcudia to Mr. Secretary Canning.

(Translation.) ' Portland-place, February 27, 1827.

THE undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of his
Catholic Majesty, has the honour to inform his Excellency the Right Hon. George
Canning, principal secretary of state for foreign affairs, that he has received from
his court a despatch, from which it appears, that on the 16th of August last, the
“ Minerva,” Spanish schooner, proceeding from Porto Rico, put into Havannah ;
that it was afterwards ascertained that she had been chased at sea by the * Pylades”
and “Magpie,” English frigate and schooner; that the commander of the latter
sent an officer to give information of the suspicions entertained in regard to that
vessel, in order that the Captain-general might cause the necessary steps to be taken ;
that the latter did not lose a moment in directing to be adopted those enjoined by
the royal order in a similar case, all which he proves by documents ; and finally,
that such was the diligence of the English agents on that occasion, that they obtained
from the Spanish commandant of the marine, to permit an English officer, accom-
panied by a Spanish one, to go on board the * Minerva,” for the purpose of making
the examination which he should think proper.

The English Commissioners at Havannah insist, that the schoomer not only
entered with slaves on board, but that she landed at eleven o'clock at night, on

542, ‘ one

SPAIN.
S————

Enclosure,

()

inN®e.

Enclosure.

D)

in N° 2.

Enclosure.

(E)

in N°® 2.

Enclosure,

(F)

in N° g,

Ne s,



SPAIN.
D

164 CLASS B. CORRESPONDENCE

one of the principal quays of the city, no fewer than from 2 to 300 negroes ; as if
they had been a contraband article of little bulk, and could have traversed that
populous city through the midst of watchmen and _patroles, without fearing that
any one would obstruct the authors of such a crime. But, be that as it may,
the commandant-general of the island, without loss of time, did all that his duty
required to discover the fact, by pursuing the means prescribed by law; and the
consequence is, that the summary process, and the inquiries instituted by the petty
justices and the police, do not prove any such disembarkation on the quay.

The circumstance most to be regretted by the government of his Catholic Majesty
in this transaction, is the correspondence which has taken place between the captain
general of the isle of Cuba, and the British Commissioner, Mr. Macleay, and the
demand made by the latter, no less than by his colleague, that English ships
should examine the Spanish in the harbours of the island, and thus violate the
immunity of the Spanish territory.

Another subject of regret, as natural, is, that the English Commissioners show
a_disposition, unjustly to impute to the authorities of the King of Spain in that
island a connivance at the persons engaged in the contraband traffic in negroes,
which, in the same manner as every other, though it may be tolerated in spite of
the rigour of the laws, by inferior agents, cannot easily be countenanced by the
first authorities, as Mr. Macleay supposes in the case of the “ Minerva.”

The undersigned does not imagine, that, in consideration of what he has just
stated, it can escape the good faith of the British cabinet, that the government of his
Catholic Majesty has well founded reasons for calling its impartial attention to
the conduct of the English agents in this transaction.

The probity of General Vives is notorious, no less than his invariable prudence
and moderation; and his Catholic Majesty has not any motive for suspecting that
the information of that general can be either inaccurate, or coloured by passion.
On the other hand, his Excellency the Right Hon. the principal Secretary of State
knows, likewise, how desirous the Spanish cabinet is to draw more and more close
the ties of good harmony, and the friendly relations, with the ‘government of his
Britannic Majesty. And to remove whatever obstacles might arise contrary to
that resolution, and not venturing to doubt that the sentiments which animate the
English government are the same, -and conformable to that resolution, he has no
reason to apprehend that the latter would not concur in this purpose by all regular
and necessary means.

The undersigned leaves it to the well known penetration of his Excellency to
judge, from what has occurred, with regard to the English Commissioners at the
Havannah, whether it be possible, that between them and the commandant-general
of the isle of Cuba, there can, for the future, subsist the good understanding, and
proper correspondence, indispensable for preventing a recurrence of incidents so
unpleasant. How, in the sequel, can faith be reposed in the first authorities of the
island, and how can the consideration due to them be paid, by those who,
doubtless prompted by over zeal, were capable of suspecting the former of con-
nivance at a supposed crime, and of refusing credit to their assurances, supported
as_they were by the most scrupulous investigations? Or how shall those autho-
rities be able to correspond or have intercourse with agents who have wounded
the delicacy of the former, and who do not place in'them the just and necessary
confidence ? ' ‘ .

This delicate consideration cannot fail to occur to his Excellency, among several
others, such as that of the improper demand of the Commissioners respecting the
examination of Spanish ships in general, in the harbours of the island, by the
English. It would be an insult to the enlightened judgment of his Excellency the
Right. Hon. George Canning, to suppose he would not perceive how indispensable
it is to adopt a measure capable of preventing further differences been the autho-
rities of the isle of Cuba, and the British Agents, whether it be that of removing
the latter, as the most efficacious means of obviating fresh dissensions, or at least
that of reprimanding them becomingly, in order that they mayin future keep within
the bounds of their competency, and may refrain from unfounded accusations, and
unjust demands. |

The undersigned, in thus complying with the orders of the King, his august
master, is confident that his Excellency the Right Hon. George Canning will give

- due weight to the powerful reasons which induce the Spanish government to prefer

the present amicable representation, and that in conveying the whole exposition to
the



WITH FOREIGN POWERS. 165

the knowledge of His Britannic Majesty, his Excellency influenced by his well
known upright intentions will be pleased to evince them, as on other occasions, by
procuring an adequate result.

In the mean time he requests his Excellency to receive, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, The Conde de la Alcudia.
&c. &c. &c.

N* 4.
The Conde de la Alcudia to Mr. Secretary Canning,

(Translation.) Portland-place, March 8, 1827.

FROM an attentive perusal of the documents relative to what occurred at
Havannah, respecting the Spanish schooner ¢ Minerva,” the undersigned, envoy
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of his Catholic Majesty, in enclosing
a copy of those documents to his Excellency the Right honourable George
Canning, principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, deems it his duty, with
the view of corroborating what he had the honour to state to his Excellency
in his note of the 27th of February ultimo, to recur to, and to enlarge upon, some
points, which will procure for the justice of the complaint preferred by the Spanish
government a more favourable reception from the enlightened judgment of his
Excellency.

It appears to the undersigned, that by confining himself to the examination of
the three last documents, numbered 8, 9, and 10, he will have sufficient matter for
discussing the subject under consideration.

The letter of the captain-general of the isle of Cuba to the British Commis-
sioner, Mr. Macleay, dated the 19th of August, ought, it would seem, not to have
occasioned at that time any further answers ; when, to satisfy the apprehensions of
the English Commissioner and commanders, he declared that the matter was con-
signed to the impartiality of the laws, as laid down in the treaty of 1817, in the
additional articles, and in the royal order of the 2d of January of last year. And it
seems that the guarantee of the first authority of the island ought to have deserved
some confidence, at least in so far as to induce them to await the result of the
judicial investigations. Nevertheless, Mr. Macleay thinking differently, exceeded
his powers, and brought unfounded prejudices to bear, in a more or less direct
manner, upon the measures taken by authority. :

With respect to the presumed deference of Lieutenant Smith, in not venturing to
detain the “ Minerva,” in the port of Havannah itself, with the view of surrendering
her to the Mixed ‘Commission; this presumed deference of Lieutenant Smith,
Mr. Macleay is inclined to explain, by his having acted on a real sense of obligation;
and though in appearance he admits the propriety of the denial of the captain-
general, yet immediately afterwards he manifests an inconceivable doubt, as to
whether the treaty limits the detention of negro-vessels to their being at sea, a
doubt which General Vives removes in his answer, by referring to the treaty in
question, and to the King's ordinance of the 10th of February of last year, respect-
ing the additional articles. :

But supposing, even gratuitously, that this were not conclusive, the very silence
of the treaty upon a point so delicate and important would argue in favour of the
real rights of his Catholic Majesty. The undersigned is very far from pretending
to clear up such a topic in transacting with a statesman so conversant with the law
ef nations as the Right honourable Secretary of State, to whom he has the honour
to address himself ; but this very persuasion induces him to convince himself that
ke shall not be at variance with his Excellency’s opinion, when he maintains that
his Catholic Majesty could not, either explicitly or tacitly, desire to renounce his
essential rights, and much less to consent to the violation of his territory, in preju-
dice of the high consideration and respect which nations owe to each other, and
that a Spanish vessel should be captured in a harbour of his dominions, and in
sight of the authorities constituted by him, whatever motives might be alleged for
such a practice. Besides, if, in virtue of the first article of the instructions for the
ships of war of both nations, dirccted to prevent the slave trade, those ships are autho-
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rized according to article 9 of the treaty, to conduct the detained vessels, to be
adjudged by one of the Mixed Commissions to which they may happen to be
nearest, it appears natural, that it is for the said Mixed Commission alone to
decide upon the legality of the detention of the suspected vessel, conformably with
Article 1 of the regulations for the commission, whenever the prize shall have
been taken by the cruizer without the port, as must be concluded from the
circumstance of its being necessary to carry her to the port where the commission
may chance to reside ; otherwise, if the prize have not been captured by cruizers,
it is understood that the vessel must continue solely under the power of the supreme
authority of the island, to which the previous examination of the business belongs.
Hence it was by no means competent to Lieutenant Smith, as an officer of the
British navy, to assume the power which he imagined he might possess, with regard
to the detention of the ¢ Minerva,” in the port of the Havannah. 'Another assertion,
no less unfounded and injurious to those whom it concerns, is that brought forward
by Mr. Macleay, with an intention totally alien to the amicable relations which
bave subsisted, till the occurrence of the present case, between the British Com-
missioners and the authorities of the isle of Cuba. The good faith and impartial
Jjudgment .of his Excellency the principal Secretary of State will do adequate justice
to the odious inculpation with which Mr. Macleay has attempted to sully the good
name, and unexceptionable reputation of the first authorities of the island, by
insinuating, though merely as a supposition, that they might participate in the
transgression of the laws, and by wishing thereby to account for the circumstance
of the police of the city having forborne to denounce the supposed disembarkation
of slaves. It is really inconceivable how Mr. Macleay, laying aside every con-
sideration of delicacy, and the good opinion which the past conduct and well known
disposition of these authorities ought to have deserved at his hands, could go out
of his way to seek, in the idle talk of the populace, in which malice or concealed
interests frequently will have a large share, materials for establishing suspicions
which he imagined to be founded in fact. The British government, in its enlight-
ened wisdom, cannot but take into consideration all the inconveniences and ill con-
sequences which might result from the adoption of such a system of investigation,
and of a method, as rash as it is erroneous and prejudicial, of forming opinions on
matters alike delicate and extremely important. The good harmony and pacific
relations of powers to each other would be very transient, if inferior agents could,
on data of such a singular nature, pronounce judgment upon the proceedings and
conduct of the principal authorities of their respective governments. Waving the
other points, which in estimation of the undersigned are sufficiently discussed in
the enclosed correspondence of the captain-general of the isle of Cuba, he has only
to call the attention of his Excellency the Right honourable George Canning, to the
mistaken inference drawn by Mr. Macleay, from what the Captain-general Vives
says in his letter of the 19th of August, namely,—

* Every facility which was desired has been afforded to put to the test the
suspicions concerning the place from whence the schooner ¢ Minerva’ proceeded,
and, and among the rest, Lieutenant Smith was empowered by an order, accom-
panied by an adjutant of the commandant-general of this naval station, to repair,
as he did, on board the ¢ Minerva.”” ,

In the whole passage referred to by Mr. Macleay, there is not the least expres-
sion to show that the captain-general of the isle of Cuba had approved of the per-
mission given to Lieutenant Smith, and it was manifestly the effect of mere polite-
ness in the commandant of the naval station, without any approbation on the
part of the superior authority; because such an approbation, as is very well
observed by the captain-general, might appear to some to legitimate in an indirect
manner the examination of a Spanish vessel in the ports of the possessions of his
Catholic Majesty by a British ship of war, and perhaps be considered, under a
certain point of view, as a precedent to which appeal might be justifiably made
in other cases of a similar description, which the declaration of General Vives
completely disavows. Itis, on the other hand, so evident that the Commissioner
Macleay is himself apprehensive of having exceeded his powers, that towards the
end of his letter of the 21st of August he takes pains to obliterate the unfavourable
impression which his conduct may have produced, by clearly and explicitly
acknowledging, that the investigation of the case in question exclusively belongs

‘to the captain-general of the island, and he at the same time ingenuously mani-

fests his fear of having said more than was competent io him, and than was
necessary.

e
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"o rcsume the grievances ; it is apparent that four principal points may serve SPAIN.
as a basis to the just complaint of the government of his Majesty the King of N
Spain against the individuals of the British Commission in Havannah. -

1st.—That Mr. Macleay has exceeded his powers, by manifestations and pro-
ceedings beyond his competency.

2d.—That he has ina certain manner appeared to subscribe to the strange pre-
tension of Lieutenant Smith, respecting the right of detention in a Spanish port by
an English ship. »

3d.—That he has cast an offensive imputation upon the principal authorities
of his Catholic Majesty, in the isle of Cuba, in regard to the supposed landing
of slaves, without any regard for those authorities, and without any respect for
the sovereign who has constituted and reposed in them the most just confidence.

4th.—That he has attempted, in an underhand manner, which is contrary to all
good faith, to establish a precedent prejudicial to the rights of Spain, with respect
to the examination of the vessels of that power, by English cruizers, in ports
belonging to the territory of his Catholic Majesty.

The undersigned, prompted by motives so legitimate, ventures, in the name
of his Catholic Majesty, to request of the good disposition of the British cabinet
the removal of commissioners who have transgressed their duties in so manifest
a manner. This is authorized by Article 11 of the regulations for the Mixed
Commissions, annexed to the treaty of 1817 ; but it is yet more powerfully required
by the anxious and constant desire of his Catholic Majesty to remove whatever
might serve as an obstacle to the preservation of the amicable relations subsisting
between Great Britain and Spain, and with which His Majesty is persuaded that his
Britannic Majesty is equally animated. - And the undersigned, who again refers to
the observations submitted to the impartial and mature judgment of his Excellency
the Right honourable George Canning, in his preceding note of 27th February
relative to the same subject, is of opinion, that the British agents in question can-
not continue in situations which, from their nature, may oblige them to enter into
immediate correspondence with the supreme authorities, of whom they have mani-
fested the most unjust distrust, and which, on their part, indignant at behaviour so
little merited, must find it very difficult to have any intercourse satisfactory to them-
selves with agents prejudiced against them. His Excellency will assuredly not
be able to conceal from himself this truth, which rests on the knowledge of the
human passions. .

The British cabinet will find no difficulty in persuading itself, that it is not
in the least, or in the most remote sense possible, the intention of the Spanish
government to demand from it an act of condescension which might shock its
dignity, or be in opposition to the powers given by it; but the Spanish
government only desires that a measure may be adopted which is imperiously
called for by the respective situation of the British Commissioners, and of the
authorities of the isle of Cuba, lest the difference between the two parties should
render irksome the punctual observance of the treaty of 1817, in opposition to the
sentiments of humanity that dictated it; and, as has already been observed lest fresh
misunderstandings should arise, consequent upon such a state of things.

But if, notwithstanding what has been above stated, the English cabinet believes,
in opposition to the opinion submitted by the undersigned, that it would be a
sufficient and efficacious measure strongly to reprimand the Commissioners, in
- order that, for the future, they may not deviate from the powers with which they
are invested, and that they may be more circumspect in the judgment which they
may form, and more courteous in their communications, the undersigned leaves
it to the well-intentioned consideration of his Excellency the Right honourable
George Canning, to put in practice what may be sufficient for the object in view.

In the mean time, having endeavoured to comply, as in duty bound, with the
instructions from his court, the undersigned avails himself, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (signed) The Conde de la Alcudia.
&e. &c. &c.
fieutenant Smith to the Captain General of Cuba. Enclosure.
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The Captain General of Cuba to Lieutenant Smith.
See Class A. 1826—1827. Page 126.

The Captain General of Cuba to Vice Admiral Halsted.

Havannah, August 1%, 1826,

UNDER date of this day the commander of His Britannic Majesty’s schooner “ Magpie,”
says to me, what (translated,) is as follows :—

“ Here follows the letter of Lieutenant Smith,” (Enclosure A.)

Which T transmit to you for your information, and for the purposes resulting from the
treaty as to the affair: for which object I enclose you a copy of the reply sent by me to

the commander of the said schooner.
God preserve you, &c.

The Commandant General of the Naval (signed) F. D. Vives.
Forces on this Station.

Commander Jackson to the Captain General of Cuba,
See Class A. 1826—1827. Page 131.

The Captain General of Cuba to Qommaﬁder Jackson.
See Class A. 1826—1827. Page 126.

The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain General of Cuba.
See Class A. 1826—1827. Page 125,

Captain Jackson to W. S. Macleay, Esquire:
See Class A, 1826—1827. Page 124.

The Captain General of Cuba to the British Commissioner of Arbitration,
See Class A. 1826—1827. Page 126.

The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain General of Cuba.
See Class A. 1826—1827. Page 127.

The Captain General of Cuba to the British Commissioner of Arbitration.
See Class A. 1826—182%. Page 129,

N 5.
The Right Hon. F. Lamb to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received March 9.)

Sir, Madrid, February 21, 1827.

I HAVE the honour to enclose copies of a correspondence which has passed
between me and the Spanish Minister, upon the subject of the cases of the
¢ Minerva,” and  Magico,” slave vessels, detailed in your despatches of the 10th
November and 15th December, of last year.

The government of his Catholic Majesty appear to think, that His Majesty’s
Commissioners at the Havannah assumed, upon this occasion, an authority inad-
missible by the captain-general, and which did not properly belong to their office,
which is limited, in their opinion, to the examination and decision of such cases of
illegal slave trading as may be brought before the Mixed Court for adjudication.
~ 'That a good understanding should exist between the Commissioners and the
Jocal authorities appears essential to the cause of the abolition. I have not,

therefore,
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therefore, deemed it expedient to return any reply to the note of M. Salmon,
leaving it to His Majesty’s Government to adopt such steps in the matter as they
may deem expedient.

¥rom M. Salmon’s conversation, it would appear not to be improbable, that an
application may be made to His Majesty’s Government for the removal of the
Mixed Commission from the Havannah to some other situation, so onerous is the
accumulation of free negroes, from the condemnation of slave vessels in that port,
felt to be. A proposition was hinted at to me, for transporting them back' to
Africa, at the joint expense of the two governments; but I gave no encourage-
ment to the idea, representing that the best mode of preventing the increase of their
numbers, would be in the diminution of slaving enterprises, by the signature of the
additional article. '

I have the honour, &c.
The Right Hon, George Canning, (signed) F. Lamb.
&c. & &e. ,

The Right Hon F. Lamb to the Chevalier de Salmon.

Madrid, January 24, 1837.

THE Undersigned, &c. has received the instructions of his government to acquaint his
excellency the Chevalier de Salmon, &c. that despatches have been received from His
Majesty’s commissioners at the Havannah, and from the commander of His Majesty’s naval
forces in the West Indies, which prove most clearly that the royal order transmitted from
Madrid to the Havannah, for the effectual execution of the stipulations on African slave
trade, is become a mere dead letter, and that the colonial authorities of his Catholic
Majesty, even the very highest, to whom the execution of this order was especially con-
fided, not only connive at the evasion of it, but openly show that the discretionary power
which they possess will be made use of by them to screen from detection and punishment
the most clear and undoubted slave trade transactions, in the very port of the capital of the

rovince, and before the eyes of the governor himself, ‘

The ¢ Minerva,” a Spanish slave trader, was chased into the Havannah by His Majesty’s
sloop ¢ Pylades ;” demand was made for her examination by the Mixed Commission, and
a refusal was given by the governor, on the pretext that she was not actually captured ; the
real fact being, that she escaped into the port of the Havannah, and that the British officer
(out of respect to his Catholic Majesty’s flag) requested the interference of that very governor,
to fulfil the orders of his Sovereign. : Boats full of slaves were seen to hurry from this
vessel ; British officers, placed in a boat near the vessel, solemnly attested the fact. The
governor, on its being represented to him, treated the statement of His Majesty’s officers as
utterly unworthy of credit, and still refused to proceed against the vessel, alleging” that
there was no pretence for supposing that she had traded in slaves; and although the regular
Gazette of the port had on her commencing her voyage declared that she was sailing for
Africa, the governor intimated that that account also was not to be believed, and that she
came, as the captain now reported her, from Porto Rico.

A British officer then went on board of the vessel, and found every thing indicating that
her cargo had been slaves. The governor still declined to act, even so far as to take the
depositions, declaring all the reports against the vessel to be idle rumours. It further
appears that subsequently, some slaves from this vessel were, on their passage from the
Havannah to a port at the back of the island, taken by a British cruizer, and that the case
of the vessel on board of which they were was tried by the Mixed Commission. Such,
however, is the intimidation employed in the island of Cuba against those who denounce
slave traders, that the very person on whose evidence the capture was made dared not to
give in court his evidence to the facts of which he was a witness. -

A question being put in the course of the proceedings, whether the slaves were part of
the cargo of the « Minerva,” the Spanish Commissioners objected to it on the ground that
such questions did not involve the immediate merits of the case before them, and it was not
until the Spanish governor had understood that the British schooner was swamped, to
which one of the officers and the men belonged, who had witnessed the disembarkation of
the slaves, that he offered to take their depositions. , '

The particulars of these two cases are fully detailed in the enclosed papers, which will be
found to contain such incontrovertible evidence of the shameless and notorious manner in

which the slave trade is now carried on at Cuba, as will no doubt excite the astonishment

of the government of his Catholic. Majesty. ,

After the countenance which has been thus openly given to the perpetrators of an act of
slave trading, so publicly committed as to be matter of joke and general conversation among
the inhabitants, the condemnation of the “ Minerva,” by the Court of Admiralty, is hardgr to
be expected, and even such condemnation would, “after what has passed, be of little effect,
in preventing a recurrence of such proceedings. :

The same protection which is afforded to the slave traders by the authorities of the
Havannah appears likewise to be extended to them by the commanders of his Catholic
Majesty’s cruizers, as his excellency the Chevalier de Salmon will perceive by the enclosed
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despatch from the commander of one of His Majesty’s ships of war, detailing the particularg
of the examination of the “ Dichosa,” when under convoy of the Spanish brigantine of
war the ¢ Bellona.” * i o

The extraordinary conduct of these authorities can only be explained by a suspicion, which
cannot but be attached to it, namely, that they themselves,must be, in some degree, interested
in the success of these illegal transanctions. ) _

‘With these causes, however, His Mujesty’s government have nothing to do, but they
cannot silently see the solemn compacts entered into between the two countries thus
flagrantly infringed. ' . . .

n bringing these facts to the knowledge of the government of his Catholic Majesty, the
undersigned 1s instructed to acquaint the Chevalier de Salmon, that His Majesty’s govern-
ment do not presume to judge what steps it will be necessary for the government of his
Catholic Majesty to take, in respect to the authorities, who have thus acted in direct oppo-
sition to the instructions, and abused the high power intrusted to them by their Sovereign;
but that unless some steps be taken by the government of his Catholic Majesty to protect
and ensure the execution of the instructions issued by them, in conformity to their treaty,
it is little less than a mockery to allow His Majesty’s Commissioners' to reside any longer at
the Havannah, a port which the slave traders will henceforth conglder as the harbour for
their cargoes, and for which they will openly and directly run their vessels as the safest
mode of ensuring the success of their undertakina.

The undersigned avails himself, &e.

His Excellency the Chevalier de Salmon, (signed) F. Lamb,
&e. &ec.  &e. :

Y

The Chevalier de Salmon to the Right Hon. F. Lamb,

Honoured Sir, Palace, 18th February 1827,

ON the 24th January last you had the goodness, by order of your government, to address
to me a note enclosing a variety of documents, and complaining of the conduct of the
principal authorities of Havannah, on account of the participation, of which they are sus-
pected, in the clandestine slave trade; to prove which, the English government refers to
several cases specified in that note, and particularly to that of the Spanish schooner
¢ Minerva,” which is affirmed by the officers of the English navy to have imported into
Havannah a complete cargo of negroes. '

When your above-mentioned note came to hand, the King my master was already
informed of the case of the “ Minerva,” for, on the 2gth August of last year, the com-
mandant-general of the Isle of Cuba had sent over a circumstantial account of the whole
transaction, accompanying his narrative with all the documents which might substantiate
it. Some of them are the same of which you, Sir, have transmitted copies to me, and they,
as well as_the others, tend not only to justify his conduct in the case in question, but the
well-founded 'complaints which that captain-general prefers of the immoderate latitude
which the English Commissioners of that Mixed Commission attempt to give to their
powers, inasmuch as, exceeding the limits of those powers, they insist on the English
officers being allowed to search the Spanish vessels within the harbour, and they criminate
the principal authorities, and the captain-general himself, for tolerating the practice of
which you, Sir, complain, though no such toleration exists.

This unfounded inculpation has given rise to the just indignation of General Vives, who
is invested with the supreme command of the island, and who, under the idea of his honour
being wounded, has solicited of the King my master either his own removal from 2 com-
mand which he cannot hold with the honour indispensably necessary, or that application
might be made to the English government to recall the commissioner, Mr. Macleay, of whom
he has the most motives to complain, or at least to intimate to him and to his colleague,
M. Kilbee, in a peremptory and positive manner, not to exceed in future the powers
assigned them by the treaty, and by the instructions emanating from it.

Hgis Catholic Majesty being convinced, by the exposition of General Vives, and by the
documents on which it is founded, of the justice of his complaints, had already directed his
minister in London to address to the Right hon. George Canning a note on the subject,
and to request either the removal of Mr. Macleay, or the making out of the orders just
mentioned to him and his colleague, Mr. Kilbee, to refrain in future from the immoderate
pretensions alluded to. .

I had no sooner given the necessary instructions to the minister of the King my master
in London, then I received your note, Sir ; and having laid its contents before his ajesty,
he has commanded me to transmit, as I shall do this very day, to his Majesty’s minister all
the documents which have been sent over from Havannah, with a view to the ulterior
sugport and elucidation of the complaint which he will already have presented,

" Though what I have just had the honour to observe to you, Sir, may be considered as
areply to your note, in the case of the “ Minerva,” yet must I beg leave to add, that the
delicacy and warmth of General Vives cannot fail to be considered as just, particularly since

. he

* See Class B. 1826-1827.
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he has shown that on his part he had fulfilled every duty required by the treaty, by the SPAIN.
regulations annexed to it, and by the orders subsequently issued. ———

The excessive ardour always displayed by the English government, and by the English
pation in general, on the subject of the abolition of the slave trade, appears even with more
yehemence in the English agents and functionaries, when called upon to interfere ; and
thus it has happened in respect to the activity of the English officers of the ¢ Pylades”
and  Magpie,” the ships that gave chase to the ¢ Minerva,” which activity afforded
occasion for the perhaps indiscreet zeal of the commissioner Macleay, and to the complaint
of his government. The connivance, however, of General Vives, and of the other principal
authorities of the Isle of Cuba, which it is attempted to charge on them, is not proved by
the representations which they have themselves addressed to the King my master, on the

" inconveniences and dangers which they apprehend will result to the preservation of the

island from the prodigious number of free negroes emancipated in consequence of the sen-
tences passed upon prizes adjudged by the Mixed Commission, and who continue in that
island in the enjoyment of their liberty—dangers and inconveniences which may become
horrible and disastrous to the whole population, as you, Sir, may easily imagine, and the
more so if you call to your recollection what occurred not many years ago in an island
adjacent to Cuba. This multitude of negroes, freed on occasion of the condemnation of
vessels, proves, doubtless, the wickedness and cupidity of those who dare to continue the
traffic ; it proves that, in fact, the scandalous contraband trade under consideration is
carried on, but at the same time it gives not the least countenance to any idea of connivance
at those interested in it by General Vives, by the Spanish Commissioners, and by the other
authorities of Havannah ; for if they connived at it, the number of beings as unfortunate as
they are injurious, when considered in the character of free inhabitants of that country,
would be undoubtedly smaller.

T do myself the honour to communicate to you, Sir, the above, by way of reply to your
note of January 24th, in case you should wish to transmit my observations to your govern~
ment, in compliance with the orders which you received to make this complaint.

—

I am happy in availing myself, &c.
(signed) Manuel Gonzalez Salmon.
The Minister of His Britannic Majesty,
&e. &e. &e.

N® 6.
The Right Hon. F. Lamb to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received March g.) N* 6.

(Extract.) Madrid, February 21, 1827.

MR. SALMON informs me that his opinion has been given in favour of the
signature of the additional article ; that it has passed the committee of five, and is
now before the council of state, where there is little doubt of its being adopted.

(signed)  F. Lamb.
The Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. & &c.

Ne 7.
Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb. : Ne 7.

Sir, Foreign Office, March 26, 1827.

I SEND to you the accompanying copy of a despatch which I have received
from His Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havannah, dated the 1st of January last,
containing a general report upon the subject of the illicit slave trade, carried on with
the island of Cuba.

You will make of the contents of this paper what use you shall see to be expedient,
for strengthening your representations with the government of his Catholic Majesty,
against the prevalence of the slave trade in that island.

I am, &c.
The Right Hon. F. Lamb, ~ (signed) GEORGE CANNING.
&c. &c. & '
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N° 8.
Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb.

Sir, : Foreign Office, March 26, 1827,

IN reference to former correspondence on the subject of the proposed removal
of the Mixed Commission, now resident at Sierra Leone, to the island of Fernando
Po, I have ncw to instruct you to notify to the government of his Catholic Majesty,
that His Majesty has directed the necessary measures to be taken, to form an
establishment on the island capable of receiving the Commission ; and that when
it is in a fit state for that purpose, His Majesty will direct that a further communi-
cation shall be made to his Catholic Majesty, in conformity with the wish expressed
in the note addressed to you by the Duke del Infantado, of the 3d April 1824.

I send to you, for your information, the copy of the communication which has
been received at this office, from the colonial department,* showing the steps in
progress towards forming the arrangements in question.

I am, &c.

The Right Hon. F. Lamb, (signed) GEORGE CANNING.
&c. &c. &c. ‘

Neg.
The Right Hon. F. Lamb to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received April 18.)

Sir, Madrid, April 5, 1827.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 26th
February of the present year, forwarding some additional documents on the
subject of the proceedings at the Havannah, in the cases of the “ Minerva ” and
“ Mexicano.” .

The Spanish government having already replied to the note addressed by me to
M. Salmon, respecting the conduct of the Spanish authorities in the island of Cuba,
and being fully acquainted with all the particulars of the above cases, there does
not appear any necessity for renewing the discussion at present.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (signed) F. Lamb.
&c. & &c.

N° 10.
Viscount Dudley to the Conde de la Alcudia.

Foreign Office, April 30, 1827,

THE Undersigned, &c. has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the notes
which were addressed to His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
on the 27th of February, and on the $th of March 1827, by the Conde de la
Alendia, &ec.

In these notes, the Conde de la Alcudia requires, in the name of his govern-
ment, that either the Commission now at the Havannah may be removed to some
other place, or that the Commissioners themselves may be removed, or that
Mr. Macleay, one of the Commissioners, may receive a severe reprimand.

The ground on which these demands are made is, that in the case of the
*“ Minerva,” a vessel charged with trading in slaves, His Majesty’s Commissioners
have, in the mode of conducting their inquiries, exceeded the power delegated to
them, under the treaty of 1817, and that they have, in an improper tone, expressed
very unjust suspicions in their communications with the local authorities of his
Catholic Majesty in Cuba, upon the subject of the * Minerva,”

This

* See Enclosure in N* 5, Class A.
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This case has been considered by His Majesty’s Government, with an anxious
desire to afford to that of Spain every explanation which the importance of the
subject demanded ; and the observations and the determination which follow are
the result of that consideration,

The undersigned must, in the first place, observe to the Conde de la Alcudia,
that it appears to have been proved, in a manner which admits of no doubt what-
ever, that the vessel, the “ Minerva,” did import a cargo of slaves from Africa, in
contravention of the treaty by which Spain and Great Britain are bound to each
other to abolish effectually the traffic in slaves.

If the Conde de la Alcudia will look at the decided and explicit declarations of
the treaty, and if he will only bear in mind, that in a colony of his Catholic
Majesty is established one of the Mixed Commissions, for the existence and
functions of which that treaty provides, he will perceive and acknowledge the exist-
ence of virtual engagements between the two countries, for the co-operation of the
Spanish local authorities, in preventing, by the exercise of the strictest vigilance, all
violation of the stipulations of that compact.

Not only a right, therefore, but a real and conscientious obligation exists on the
part of His Majesty to inquire, through the mediam of a Mixed Commission
Court, established at the Havannah, how far the stipulations of the treaty are in
this respect fulfilled.

And here the British Government must, in’justice to the captain-general of the
Havannah, observe, that his Excellency appears not to have discouraged com-
munications on this subject from the British Commissioners; but to have been
desirous of receiving from them any information that might be important to the
attainment of the common object in view.

If the acts and letters of Lieutenant Smith, Captain Jackson, and of Mr. Macleay,
are considered with reference to such a state of things, the undersigned feels con-
fident that they will be found to evince, on their part, only a strong disposition to
avoid interference with the local authorities, so far as was consistent with the duty
of exercising on this subject that vigilance which the whole tenour of the proceedings
under the treaty prescribes to them as a positive duty. Lo

The undersigned regrets to perceive that certain expressions and particular topics
in the letters of the British Commissioners, which could not have been designed to
give offence, are brought forward in the note of the Conde de la Alcudia as just
matter for complaint, and are, moreover, greatly exaggerated. :

The suggestions of the Commissioners do not necessarily implicate the government
of Spain, or the captain-general, in a wilful encouragement of the abuses admitted
to exist; and the recommendation which the Commissioners express, that the
government of Spain should be requested to intrust the captain-general -with fuller
powers to adopt a more effectual system on his own responsibility, according to
circamstances, implies a contrary supposition, and a reliance on the honour and
probity of the captain-general.

In regard to the general question raised on these proceedings, the Conde de la
Alcudia cannot but be sensible, that the wish expressed on the part of Spain to
remove the Mixed Commission Court from the Havannah would almost amount
to a renunciation of the treaty. His Catholic Majesty’s government will, upon
further consideration, 1o doubt feel that such a demand cannot be complied with.

The removal of either of the Commissioners, on the grounds stated, would be also
very prejudicial to the maintenance of a proper vigilance on the part of the British
Commissioners in future cases. : ) : o

No complaint of injustice, the only cause of removal contemplated in the treaty,
exists against either of His Majesty’s Commissioners, nor does there appear, even
on the showing of the Spanish governor, to have been any thing in the conduct of
Mr. Macleay, which entitles Spain to demand that the censure required should be
passed upon him by his government. , ‘

It is undoubtedly the duty of that officer to act with the greatest respect towards
the captain-general ; and the undersigned with pleasure remarks, that this sentiment
of respect appears to have been sincerelyand deservedly entertained by Mr. Macleay.

It may be within the range of possibility, perhaps, for the Commissioners to act
with greater cantion and reserve than may have been the case on this occasion.

An adwonition to this effect will be given te them, in compliance with the request

of the Spanish government. : : :
On the other hand, it is clearly shown, that abuses do still prevail in the con-
tinuance of the slave trade, on the part of individualsin Cuba, and if the Governor-
542. general
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general has not been'enabled as yet to enforce, with proper strictness, the obligations
of the treaty, or the local ordinances that have been issued, on the subject of the
clandestine trading in slaves, the representations of His Majesty’s Commissioners
to that effect are to be considered as plain statements of a fact to be regretted, and
are not to be taken as a subject of complaint against an officer, who may have found
it, as yet, impossible to prevent the practices which continue, in so many different
shapes, in defiance of the law.

In this view, the general conduct and the language of His Majesty’s Commis-
sioners will, the undersigned believes, appear to have been restricted to those limits,
within which, as before observed, it is right and proper that they should confine
themselves.

The undersigned, however, cannot conclude this note without reminding  the
Conde de la Alcudia, and through him, the government of his Catholic Majesty,
that this very case gives too much reason for the renewal of the request so often
made, and which the undersigned accordingly does now renew, that some more
decisive measures.may be adopted on the part of Spain, to secure from the local
authorities of the Spanish colonies, that effectual vigilance in the execution of their
functions under the treaty with Great Britain, which shall prevent the recurrence of
such abuses as were practised in the case of the * Minerva.”

» The undersigned, &c.
The Conde de la Alcudia, (signed) DUDLEY.
& &c. &e. :

N°11.
The Conde de la Alcudia to Viscount Dudley.

(Translation.) ’ - Portland-place, May 3, 1827.

THE Undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of his
Catholic Majesty, has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which his
Excellency Lord Viscount Dudley, His Britannic Majesty’s principal secretary of
state for foreign affairs, addressed to him, under date of the goth April last, in reply
to the notes of the undersigned of the 27th February and 8th March, relative to what

occurred at Havannah, in respect to the ¢ Minerva,” Spanish schoonefr.

It being his intention to transmit the contents of this reply to his government by
the first mail, the undersigned is of opinion, that he need not for the present make
any observations on certain essential points ; but it ought not to be passed over in
silence, that the dictates of his own conscience and those of truth impose upon him
the immediate obligation of clearing up a most important passage in his above-men-
tioned notes, which has not been understood as it could have been wished ; and it
is to this subject only that he intends to confine himself in the present brief and
partial answer. :

- His Excellency the Right Hon. Lord Dudley observes, that the undersigned had

requested, in the name of his government, that the Commission now established at
Havannah might be transferred to some other point. The undersigned is unable to
conceal, how much he was surprised at reading the assertion of his having been
capable to mistake, in so egregious a manner, the instructions of his Court, and of
preferring a demand which could not have exempted him from a heavy responsibility
as it is not founded either on any convenient authorization, or on the letter of the
treaty of 1817 ; and in order more positively to ascertain the ground of his confidence,
he instantly examined with the greatest attention the contents of his notes of the
27th February and 8th of March, and is sorry to be obliged to manifest an opinion
at variance with that of the right hon. principal secretary of state, inasmuch as he
has not found, in what he had the honour to communicate in them, the most remote
or most indirect idea which might have afforded occasion for believing, or assuming
in any way, that he had ventured to request, or had actually requested, the removal
of the Mixed Commission established at Havannah to any other quarter.

The undersigned begs leave earnestly to entreat his Excellency to be pleased once
more to inspect the originals of his just mentioned notes, and he makes bold to flatter

- himself, that his Excellency will do him the justice finally to coincide with him in

the opinion which he has stated above. I
. 't\
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It was indispensable, as his Excellency will be aware, for the satisfaction of the SPAIN.
undersigned, and for that of his government, to give without delay the present ‘—n—~ ——*
explanation, and not to allow the continuance of an incorrect construction, as easy .
to be proved and rectified, as it would be inconvenient to countenance even by the

shortest silence.
Thus much he thinks it right to state for the present to lis Excellency the Right
Hon. Secretary of State, and he avails himself, &c.

(signed) The Conde de la Alcudia.

His Excellency Lord Viscount Dudley,
&ec. &e. &c.

Ne° 1z,
Viscount Dudley to the Conde de la Alcudia. : N° a2,

Foreign Office, May 8, 1827..

THE Undersigned, &c. has had the honour to receive the note which was addressed
to him, under date of the 3d of May, by the Conde de la Alcudia, &c.

The undersigned perceives with great satisfaction that an ambiguous expression,
respecting the removal of His Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havannah, in the
" note of the Conde de la Alcudia of the 27th February, and in that of the 8th of
March last, was not used by the Conde de la Alcudia in the particular sense which
it appeared to the undersigoed to convey. :

The undersigned takes this opportunity of explaining to the Conde de la Alcndia-
in what manner he was led to put upon the expression in question the construction
which the Conde de la Alcudia has now disclaimed.

The particular complaint which it was the object of the Conde de la Alcudia’s
note to prefer was against one individual by name, but the remedy suggested not
having been limited to the removal of that individual alone but to the removal of
« the Commissioners, as the most efficacious means of obviating fresh dissensions,”
and this suggestion having been further explained in the Conde de la Alcudia’s
note of the 8th of March, by the proposition that the above-mentioned British
agents should not continue “in sitvations which, from their nature, may oblige
them to enter- into immediate correspondence with the supreme authorities of the
Havannah.” : I

The undersigned trusts that the Conde de la Alcudia will perceive, that the
undersigned might naturally infer that the Conde de la Alcudia’s suggestion was
levelled, not merely against the two British Commissioners (against one of whom
there was no complaint), but against the arrangement which placed the commission
itself in contact with the local authorities at the Havannah, and which was, conse-
quently, liable to produce the collision which the Conde de la Alcudia was so
anxious to avoid. But, whatever interpretation the expression in question may be
capable of receiving, the undersigned is happy to be assured, by the explanation of
the Conde de la Alcudia, that it was not used by the Conde de la Alcadia in the
sense in which the undersigned understood it. o
’ The undersigned, &c.

The Conde de la Alcudia, R (signed) DUDLEY.
&c. &c. &c. :
N® 1s.
Viscount Dudley to the Right Hon. F. Lamb. Ne1g.
‘Sir, , ' o Foreign Office, May 8, 1827.

IN reference to your dispatch of the 21st of February last, I send to you,
for your information, and for your guidance in your communications with the
Spanish ministry, the accompanying copies of a correspondence with the Conde
de la Alcudia, on the subject of the charge brought forward by the Spanish
ministry against His Majesty’s- Commissioners resident -at the Havannah, that
they had acted improperly, and used unfitting langnage in prosecuting their

542, v - : - . ~ inquiries
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SPAIN. "ihQuiries_with the local authorities of Cuba, as to the due execution of the treaty

e —— with Spain.

I send to you'also, for your information‘, the accompanying copy .of a dispatch
which I have addressed upon the subject to His Majesty’s Commissioners at the

Havannah.
' I am, &e.
The Right Hon. Frederick Lamb, (signed) DUDLEY.
&c. &e. &ec.
N° 14.
N* 4. Viscount Dudley to the Right Hon. F. Lamb.
Sir, ' Foreign Office, May 8, 1827,

IN reference to former dispatches, addressed to you by His Majesty’s Secretary
of State, on the subject of the inefficacy of the royal order of Madrid, of January
1826, as it is at present administered in the jsland of Cuba, for the prevention and
punishment of illicit slave trade in that island, I send to you the accompanying
copies of two dispatches, which I have received upon this subject, from His
Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havannah, dated the 28th of February, and
19th of March, last. :

You will, when occasion aliows, strengthen, by the facts and reasonings contained
in the enclosed communications, those representations which you have already been
directed to make to the Spanish government, upon the subject of the inefficacy of

the order in question.

I am, &ec.
The Right Hon. Frederick Lamb, (signed)  DUDLEY.
&e. &c. &ec.
N° 15,
N 15. Viscount Dudley to the Right Hon. F. Lamb.
Sir, Foreign Office, May 22, 1827.

I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, two copies of papers,
marked A. and B., relative to the slave trade, which have been presented to both

Houses of Parliament, by His Majesty’s command, in the course of the present

Session.
- I am, &c.
i The Right Hon. Frederick Lamb, (signed) DUDLEY.
&c. &e. &c. o
No 16.
Ne 16. The Right Hon. F. Lamb to Viscount Dudley.—(Received June 10.)
My Lord, Aranjuez, June 1, 1827.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s dispatches
of the 8th May of the present year, with their several enclosures, and shall take
the earliest opportunity of bringing the contents of these papers to the knowledge

of the Spanish Government.
I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. Viscount Dudley, (signed)  F. Lamb.
&e. &c. &c.
N° 7.
N1y "Viscount Dudley to the Conde de la Alcudia.

: Foreign Office, June 28, 1827. -
THE Undersigned, His Majesty’s principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
has the honour to acquaint the Conde de la Alcudia, &c. that His Majesty’s govern-.

ment, having taken into its cerious consideration the repeated representations which
have
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have been made upon the subject of the unhealthiness of the climate of Sierra
Leone, where the Commissioners are now established, under the treaties between
His Majesty and Foreign Powers, for the suppression of illegal slave trade, have
caused inquiries and surveys to be made, with a view of finding some spot, where
these Commissions might be stationed, with less danger to the health of the indi-
viduals composing them, and with equal benefit to the cause for which the Com-
missions were established.

Such a situation having presented itself in Fernando Po, a small and fruitful island
in the Bay of Biafra, and due communication having been made to the several

overnments interested, Captain Owen, of His Majesty’s ship ¢ Eden,” has been
selected to proceed thither for the purpose of superintending the formation of
a suitable establishment for the reception of the Court.

Captain Owen having completed the preparations necessary in this country, for
providing for the formation of this establishment, is now about to take his departure
for Fernando Po.

The undersigned has, accordingly, to request that the Conde de la Alcudia will
communicate this information to his Court, and will suggest to it the expediency
of giving directions, that the Commissioners, whom it may have appointed to reside
at Sierra Leone, under the treaties in question, hold themselves in readiness to pro-
ceed to Fernando Po, as soon as it shall be notified to them that Captain Owen has
completed his arrangements for their reception.

Due care will be taken by His Majesty’s government to provide the Commis-
sioners with every. practicable facility towards the removal of themselves, their
families, and effects, to the new residence in contemplation for them.

The undersigned avails himself, &c.

The Conde de la Alcudia, (signed) DUDLEY.
&c. &c. &c.

Mem.—A similar communication was addressed to the Netherland and Por-
tuguese ambassadors in London.

N-18.
The Right Hon. F. Lamb to Viscount Dudley.—(Received July 3.)

My Lord, Madrid, June 18, 1827.

I HAVE the honour to aéknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of
the 22d ultimo, enclosing copies of papers relating to the slave trade, which have
been presented, by His Majesty’s command, to both Houses of Parliament during

the present session. ,
I have the honour to be, &e.

The Right Hon. Viscount Dudley, (signed) F. Lamb.
&e. &c.  &ec. .
Ne1g.
The Right Hon. F. Lamb to Viscount Dudley.—(Received August 17.)
My Lord, Madrid, June 29, 1827.

HAVING conferred with M. Salmon, upon the subject of the slave trade at
Cuba, as represented in the late despatches from Mr. Secretary Canning and your
Lordship, it has appeared to me necessary to bring the whole subject before the
- Spanish government. The most satisfactory mode of doing this would have been
the transmission to M. Salmon, of the Report of the Commissioners, enclosed in
Mr. Canning’s Despatch of the 26th of March; but my conversation with that
minister convinced me, that it would neither be fair to those gentlemen, nor con-
ducive to the object in view, to subject them to the additional odium from the
parti§ans of the slave trade at the Havannah, which might ensue from such a com-
munication. o

From this consideration, I have embodied that report in the note, of which I have
the honour to enclose a copy.

542. ‘ M. Salmon
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M. Salmon persists in his assurances of the disposition of the Spanish govern-
ment to put down the traflic, and represents the respectable proprietors in the island
of Cuba as adverse to its continuance ; but, after the assurances which have failed,
to what others can I give credit ? '

I have the honour to be, &c.

"The Right Hon. Viscount Dudley, (signed) F. Lamp.
&c. &e. &ec.

The Right Hon. F. Lamb to thg Chevalier de Salmon.

Aranjuez, June 12, 1827,

THE Undersigned, &c. having transmitted to his government the note of his Excellency
the Chevalier de Salmon, &c. of the 18th of February last, in answer to a former commu-
nication of the undersigned upon the subject of illicit slave trading at the Havannah, hag
received instructions to make the following obseryations to his excellency upon the general
subject of that traffic as carried on at present under the flag and in the dominions of his
Catholic Majesty. ] L

By the reports received from His Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havannah, as well as
from other quarters, it appears, that within the last five years 111 vessels have publicly
sailed from that port to the coast of Africa, and that not one of these has ever returned
with a cargo of merchandize, but that, on the contrary, whenever such vessels have been
accidentally fallen in with by any of His Majesty’s cruizers, they have invariably been found
to have slaves on board. _

In 1825 thirty-two vessels sailed from the Havannah, of which fourteen returned in
safety, three were captured and condemned by the Mixed Commission, and five are sup-
posed to have been carried into Sierra Leone ; of the fate of the remaining ten no account
has been received, but some of them have, in all Probability, succeeded in landing cargoes
of negroes. "

In %he following year, 1826, the departures amounted to fifteen, of which five are known
to have returned in safety, and one was captured by a Colombian cruizer. The whole
number of arrivals in 1826 was eleven, which succeeded in landing about 3,000 slaves; and
several others, not included in that number, were condemned by the Commission, having
on board at the time of capture about %38 slaves; so that the number of slaves proved to
have been imported into the island of Cuba during the year 1826 was 3,738.

It must not, however, be supposed that the diminution in the number of vessels which
sailed in 1826, as compared with the departures in the preceding year, arose from the more
effectual execution of the Spanish laws relating to this subject; that diminution proceeded
entirely from the ill success of the adventurers in the former year, owing to the number of
captures made by His Majesty’s cruizers, and to other temporary causes.

The enclosed lists afford sufficient evidence of the above statement, The trade is carried
on with the same publicity now as heretofore, and vessels continue to sail openly for the
coast of Africa, and return to the Havannah, as usual, in ballest, after landing their cargoes
of slaves.

The royal order of his Catholic Majesty, issued in J anuary and published in April 1826,
has not been productive of any good effect, nor indeed has it yet been acted upon in any
one instance by the authorities of the island of Cuba, except at the express instigation of
His Majesty’s Commissioners, and then without any satisfactory result, although in the
most notorious cases. : ‘

Even the vessels which publicly sail for the coast of Afiica do not, upon their return,
excite suspicion, and no notice whatever is taken of them, until His Majesty’s Commis-
sioners call the attention of the captain-general to them ; and as the investigation of all such
cases belongs, in the first instance, to the chief naval authority, the captain-general depends
entirely upon the reports he receives from that officer, in order to determine whether any
further proceedings shall be insttinted against the parties or no. '

The commandant of the naval forces is directed by the royal order to examine the log-
book of all vessels arriving from Africa, and to ascertain, from the inspection of that docu-
ment, whether there is any ground for suspicion or no. This provision, if executed fairly,
and according to its true spirit and meaning, would, no doubt, lead in many cases to detec-
tion; and were an active vigilance to be exercised by the naval department in this par-
ticular, it would act as a great impediment to the proceedings of the traders. Unfortunately,
however, this is not the case ; and the mere literal execution which is given to this provi-
sion, operates rather as a protection to the slave trade than otherwise, since by making,
as it does, the master of the vessel evidence in his own cause, it renders it very easy for
him o escape detection, by merely omitting any circumstances connected with the traffic
which have happened during the course of the voyage.

Experience has shown that it is useless to expect any beneficial result from this regula-
tion unless it be acted upon with a very different spirit from that in which it has hitherto ‘
been executed, and unless some means are taken to verify the correctness of the log-book,

~ either by the examination of persons forming the crew, or by comparing the assertions of

the captain with other evidence which may be adduced of the employment of the vessel
during the voyage.
: The
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The reward of their liberty offered to slaves denouncing illicit slave trading has not been
go effectual as might have been expected; the strongest prejudice exists in the island
against receiving denunciations of this sort; and it does not appear that as yet any slave
has come forward to denocunce an infraction of the law. The same benefit promised to
slaves denouncing vessels in which they shall be imported is merely nominal, since their
ignorance on their first arrival prevents them from taking advantage of it, and such a con-
siderable period must elapse before they can be apprized of it that it would be next to
impossible for them to prove the vessel in which they came. The offer of a pecuniary
reward to free persons informing would probably be more efficacious than either of these
inducements. ‘

1In short, it appears that the provisions of the above royal order have, contrary to expec-
tation, turned out completely nugatory, and that very soon after the alarm excited by its
first publication had subsided, it was generally considered by the illicit slave traders at the
Havannah rather as a boon than as an injury; for the direction, that none of its provisions
should be acted upon till after its publication, served to legalize all importations of slaves
up to that period, while it was found, in practice, to be as much a dead letter as the laws
previously in force relating to the same matter. :

In order to prove to his excellency M. Salmon the correctness of the above observations,
and to point out, both the radical defects existing in the royal order of January 1826, and
the spirit in which the beneficent intentions of his Catholic Majesty are carried into effect,
the undersigned begs to call his excellency’s attention to the enclosed copies of two
despatches from His Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havannah, (dated the 28th of Feb-
ruary and the 19th of March), with the annexed correspondence between those gentlemen
and the captain-general, upon the subject of a vessel, the “ Breves,” which entered the
Havannah after having landed a cargo of slaves, -

The tendency of the reasoning put forward on that occasion it is not necessary to point
out, and the conduct of the Spanish authorities certainly evinces a very decided inten-
tion on their part, to employ their utmost endeavours to screen all illicit traders from
detection.

It would be in vain to expect any beneficial effects from the very best laws, while so
executed.

Having thus complied with the orders of his government, in pointing out to the govern-
ment of his Catholic Majesty the vast extent to which slave trading is carried on at Cuba,
the inefficacy of the Spanish laws at present in force for the repression of that traffic, the
abuses which prevail in the execution of those laws, and the total disregard by the Spanish
authorities of the orders they receive from the government at home, the undersigned is
instructed to express the confident hope, as these facts have been, buth on the present and
various other occasions, brought before the Spanish government in so unquestionable
a shape as to admit of no manner of doubt, that some measures will be adopted by Spain
for the effectual execution of the provisions of the treaty of 1817, His excellency M. Sal-

mon cannot forget that that treaty was a voluntary engagement contracted by his Catholic

Majesty, and that his Britannic Majesty, being one of the parties to that engagement,
has a clear and indisputable right to watch over the execution of it, and to point out, from
time to time, any infractions which may arise, either from the insufficiency of the laws
or from the negligence of the Spanish authorities; that such infractions must frequently
occur, and that such will occur for a considerable period to come, is very probable; but it
is only by great vigilance and constant perseverance that the completion of the great work,
of the abolition of the slave trade, can at length be effected; for the accomplishment of
which the British government will never cease to labour.

With respect to the measures which might be taken by the Spanish government for the
attainment of the object in view, the undersigned will offer no further observations than
that, of those which have hitherto been adopted by the governments the most zealous in
the cause of the abolition, two have been found more particularly effective : first, the assi-
milating the crime of slave trading with that of piracy; and, 2dly, the giving to the
captains of cruizers a large reciprocal power of examining and detaining suspected ves-
sels. As the law at present stands, if a cruizer fall in with a vessel under the Spanish
flag, on her voyage out, although her equipment and appearance may be such that,
coupled with the latitude in which she is found, there can exist no doubt of the object
of the voyage, she cannot be detained; thus an opportunity is missed of checking an
adventure in the outset, which afterwards may prove successful, since the chance of meet-
ing a vessel with a cargo on board is much smaller than when the same vessel is hovering
about the coast to find one. ' » : '

Should, however, the Spanish government continue to think that the traffic in question
can be better checked by regulations operating within the island of Cuba, it is probable
that a large discretionary power vested in the hands of the captain-general, enabling him,
from time to time, to make such changes as circumstances should show to be necessary for
the effectual fulfilment of the treaty, at.the same time that he alone should be responsible
§or the infractions of it, might be an improvement upon the plan which has been hitherto
ollowed. ‘

In throwing out this suggestion, the undersigned disclaims any the most distant inten-
tion of interfering in the choice of the means which the government of his Catholic
Majesty may be disposed to prefer; but full time having been given to judge of the
royal order of January 1826, and the present representation of its inefficacy being founded
upon indisputable facts, the time is come when the necessity Is apparent of either resorting
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to other and stronger measures, or of abandoning even the appearance of an intention of
executing the treaty.

Such being the state of the case, the undersigned submits it to the Spanish government
in the full confidence that these remarks will draw its early attention, and that no time wil
be lost in the application of a sufficient remedy.

He avails himself, &ec.

The Chevalier de Salmon, (signed) F. Lamb,
&ec. &c. &ec.
N° 20..
The Conde de la Alcudia to Viscount Dudley.
(Translation.) Portland-place, August 17, 1827,

THE Undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of his
Catholic Majesty, having received the deposiiions in the verbal process, instituted to
investigate whether, according to the accusation of the English Commissioners at
the Havannah, the schooner “ Minerva™ had disembarked negroes in that island ;
by order of his government he has the honour to transmit a copy thereof to Lord
Dudley, principal secretary of state to his Britannic Majesty for foreign affairs, not
to pursue a complaint now finished, but only to afford a new proof to the English

cabinet of the motives which guided that of Spain in this matter.

The undersigned, &c.

The Lord Dudley, (signed) El Conde de la Alcudia.
&c. &c. &ec. o

(Translation.)

Depositions in the Verbal Process, instituted in consequence of the complaint made
by the Gentlemen of the British Mixed Commission at the Havannah, accusing Don
Manuel Fernandez, Captain and Pilot of the Spanish Merchant Schooner “ Mi-
nerva,” of having introduced, and publicly disembarked, in this Port, a quantity of
African Negroes, through the illicit slave trade, prohibited on the coast of Africa,
carried on in the said ship under his command.

(1.)—The Captain General to the Commandant General of Marine at Cuba.

Habana, August 17, 1826.

Under this date the commander of the English brig of war “ Magpie,” communicates to
me what, translated, is as follows:—

Sir,

* The painful duty has fallen to my lot, to inform you that, yesterday, between eleven and
twelve o’clock at night, six or seven boats full of negroes were disembarked in the anchorage
from on board the schooner, which was chased yesterday to this port, by his Britannic
Majesty’s ship ¢ Pylades,” of which circumstance you was informed by an officer of the
said ship. I have the most direct proof of that fuct, and therefore I request you to be
pleased to issue proper orders for the speedy detention of the schooner and negroes.”

The above I transmit to you, Sir, for the purposes corresponding, as to the treatment of
the affair, for which object I enclose to you a copy of the reply which I gave to the com-
mander of the said schooner. God preserve you many years.

: (signed) Francisco Dionisio Vives.

The Commandant General of Marine.

(2.)—Decree of the Commander-in-Chief of Cuba.

Habana, August 17, 1826.
To the Commandant of the Registers, that he may proceed immediately to the investiga-
tion of the particulars contained in this official letter; the Spanish schooner, the « Mi-~
nerva,” of the merchant service, which was the only onethat entered yesterday, and appears
to be the one alluded to, remaining in the mean time interdicted., -
‘ - (signed) Laborde.

(3.)—Decree of the Commandant General of the Registers.

- Habana, August 17, 1826.
Let the adjutant of these registers, the lieutenant of the navy, Don Bartolome Marques
Pacheco, proceed to the summary investigation of the deeds and facts referred to in this
~official letter, and the accompanying document, giving an account thereof by extracts and
judgment, ' : ,
(signed)  Alala.
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(4y—The Captain General of Cuba to Licutenant Smith. \_E_I,\AIN'

Habana, August 17, 1826.

1 have received the letter of your Excellency of this date, wherein you communicate to me
that several negroes were disembarked.from a schooner whic}} entered this port yesterday,
chased by his Britannic Majesty’s ship * Pylades.” The circumstances relative to the
schooner being in the cognizance of the commandant-general of this station; I have trans-
mitted under this same date the letter of your Excellency, for the necessary purposes, and
have also issued the proper orders to the petty magistrates, to set on foot the most secret
and active investigations concerning the said disembarkation.

God preserve you many years.
(signed) Francisco Dionisio Vives.

The Commandant of the English brig of war ¢ Magpie.”

(5.)—Lieutenant Smith to the Commander-in-Chief of Cuba.

On board H. B. M. Schooner « Magpie,”
Sir August 16, 30 min. past 11 at mght,

It is my duty to inform you, that six or seven boats full of negroes are now disembarking
on the quay, alongside of which lies the schooner to which I gave chase yesterday, ds faras
this port, in his Britannic Majesty’s ship “ Pylades.”

I have the honour to be, &ec.
(signed) Edward Smith,
Lieutenant and Commander.

The Most Excellent Commodore Laborde, Commander-in-Chief,
&e. &e. &c.

(6.)—Appointment of the Notary, Mosquera.

Habana, August 17, 1826.
Don Bartolomé Marques Pacheco, lieutenant in the navy, and adjutant of the registers,
in virtue of the preceding documents, proceeded to institute the verbal process, and inves-
tigation of the facts to which they refer, and being obliged to name a notary, he elected the
artilleryman, Francisco Mosquera, in preference, who, being informed of the obligation
which he contracts, accepts and swears, and promises to observe secrecy and fidelity, in
whatever he does judicially, and to prove this he signed it with me.

(signed) Bartolomé Marques Pacheco.
Francisco Mosquera. '

(7.)—The Commandant General of the Registers to the Captain of the Port of
the Havannah.

- Habana, August 18, 1826.

Having been informed by the commandant-general, according to a decree of the 1yth
instant, of the interdiction of the Spanish merchant schooner, the “ Minerva,” which,
coming from Puerto Rico, eame here on the 16th preceding, and compliance having been
given to that order by the commandant, as far as concerns him, it only remains that, for the
greater security of the aforesaid order, you take measures that the said schooner, in refer-
ence to the ordinance, be so placed as to avoid any secret departure, which by chance it
might otherwise effect or attempt. :

‘ God preserve you many years.
(signed)  Joze de Alcala.

V(S).—-The Captain of the Port of Havannah to the Commandant General of the Registers.

Habana, August 19, 1826.

Immediately on the receipt of your letter, dated yesterday, 1 took the measures within
my power to prevent the departure of the Spanish schooner “ Minerva,” which, coming
from Puerto Rico, anchored in this harbour, on the 16th day of the present month, as dated,
and for greater security I took away the sails and rudder from the said schooner, depositing
the said articles in the hands of the guardian of the bay, Don Juan Perez, with orders not
to deliver them up without my direction so to do, in writing and signed, which I communi.
cate to you in reply to-your said official letter.

God preserve you many years,

(signed) Lorenzo Joze de Noriega.
The Commandant General of the Registers, ,
&e. &e. &e.
542,
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tg.)—The -Captain General of Cuba to the Commandant General of the Naval Forces,

Habana, August 19, 1826.

Under date of yesterday, the British Commissiorer, Don W, 8. Macleay, among other
things, informs me, as follows :— ) )

Captain Jackson moreover declares, that Lieatenant Smith, who! b_y virtue of an order
from the commandant of the naval forces, was empowered to visit it yesterday evening,
found all the peculiar and well-known appearances of its having been fitted up to transport,
black slaves. - “ [ have seen in the list, that the ¢ Minerva’ is announced as arrived from
Puerto Rico, in ballast, but it appears from the list of the 4th of April last, that it left this
port for Princes Island. 1In one word, I am sorry to say, that this ship affords a clear and
mcontestible instance of the treaty between our wwo governments having been notorious}
violated, and of the last royal order of his Catholic Majesty having been treated with the
utmost contempt ;” which I transmit to you, that this letter may be added to the proceedings
of the business, and may be used as is proper.

God preserve you many years.
(signed) Francisco Dionisio Vipes,

The Commandant General of the Naval Forces,r
&e. &e. &ec.

(10.)—Deposition of the Captain of the Schooner * Minerva.”

Habana, August 26, 1826,

On the 25th day of the said month and year, I went to the dwelling-house where the
present deponent 1s lying sick, and having been sworn according to law, he said, that he
was named Don Manuel Fernandez, captain and first pilot of the Spanish merchant
schooner “ Minerva :”—being asked, in what place he was fitted to receive cargo, what
was his destination, and with what cargo he proceeded thereto ? he said, that the expedi-
tion was fitted out in this harbour, destined for Princes Island, according to his des-
patches ; but having subsequently deemed it to be more advantageous for the interests of
the owners and freighters to direct his course to the island named St. Thomas, where he
expected to meet with higher prices for the sale of the productions of the country, which
he had exported from this port, he did so, in effect accomplishing his purpose of selling to
greater advantage ; but as 1t was not so with the goods of lawful traffic, which he could
take, inasmuch as they were at very high prices, he taok bills of exchange in the currency
of that place, for the value of the whole of his cargo, and proceeded to this said port in
ballast, having previously touched at the watering-place of Puerto Rico, with intent to pro-
cure fresh supplies and water, which he did, but could not take on board a pilot, because
a strong hurricane, causing him to slip his cable, gbliged him to depart precipitately :—
being asked, if he carried on the ship’s lom-book, as is usual for the captain and first pilot
of the ship, in which situation he acied ? 1. said, that it is the same which he exhibits, and
delivers in this act ;—asked, if, on his way to this port, he was chased by an English man-
of-war, if it came up with him, and if it committed any act of hostility against him ? he
said, that in fact, he was chased closely by an English brig and schooner, from which,

-having made use of several unknown colouts, he was under the necessity of flying, in reality

thinking they were Colombians ; and, although at last they hoisted the English flag with
a cannon-shot, he was neither bound nor inclined to trust that assurance, as it is a matter
of notoriety that the enemy make use of any acknowledged flag in order to allure into their
power the incautious; under that flag he was pursued to the entrance of this port, not-
withstanding that he displayed the Spanish flag, but without having any act of hostility
committed against him in any way, because the ships were never near enough to him to
commit it ;—asked, in what part of this port he anchored with the schooner under his
command ; if he knows the names of any ships which were in his vicinity ; if he was visited

~ by the officer of surveys, and in such case that he should tell his name if he knows it?

he said, that he anchored in the narrow part of the wharf, De Caballeria, more alongside
of the hut than the said wharf; and although many vessels were anchored in that viclnity,
he knows not the name of any of them, but that he merely supposes they were all
Americans, as he did not know any of the persons who composed the crew of them;
and that the officer of surveys who visited him, was the ensign of the navy, Don Antonio
Maria Robion:;—asked, if it is certain that during that evening and night "some hundreds
of  African negroes, belonging to the illicit trade, were disembarked, the same, as is said,
which were transported in the ship under his command from the coast of Africa? he said,
that the imputation placed upon him in this matter is wholly false, inasmuch as the depo-
nent, with the ship under his command, has not been on the coast of Africa, and has not

. introdueed or disembarked in any Spanish port, here or elsewhere, African negroes, as he

was bound to the different places of his route, with the cargo which he imported and
exported, which was in goods, as already declared in the beginning of this deposition ; and
that, therefore, having no more to say on the points of interrogation which have been asked,
he affirms and ratifies the whole of what he has set forth, takes on himself the oath adminis-
tered, and signed it with the fiscal and present notary.
(signed)  Manuel Fernandez.
: (signed)  Bartolomé Marquez Pacheco.
Before e,

T (signed)  Francisco Mosquera.
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{(11.)—Deposition of the Pilot of the Schooner “ Minerva.”

Habana, August 26, 1826.

Subsequently, and on the same day, I proceeded to the house, the residence of the present
deponent, who is also sick, who, being sworn according to law, said, that he was called
Don Joze de San Juan, second pilot of the Spanish merchant schooner * Minerva:”—
asked, in which port the expedition was fitted out, what cargo they carried, and whither
they were bound ? he said, that the expedition was fitted out in this port, to export pro-
duce of the country, and other goods, saleable at the island of St. Thomas; at which place,
a few days after his arrival, he was attacked by a severe illness, which deprived him of
reason, so that he could not give his attention to the subsequent business of the schooner
at its destination :—asked, if it be certain that, on touching at this port, they were chased
by an English cruizer, and also whether they disembarked a portion of African negroes of
the forbidden traffic, the same which were conducted from the coast of Africa in the said
schooner ? he said, that being in bed, by reason of the illness with which he is still afflicted,
he merely heard that they were chased by some ships, which were not known to belong to
any particular nation ; but that in the ship in which he sailed, no negroes were brought, as
in the interrogation. This being the whole which could be elicited from his interrogatory,
inasmuch as he was, shortly after the ship had anchored, brought in a cot to the habitation
where he now is, in order to facilitate the means for his recovery, he affirms and ratifies
that the above is the truth, on the strength of his oath, signing it with the fiscal, and
present notary. ’ ‘

(signed) Joze de San Juan.

(signed) Bartolomé Marquez Pasheco.
Before me,
(signed) Franeisco Mosquera.

(12.)—Report of the Adjutant of Orders.

Habana, August 17, 1826.

The adjutant of orders of the division, in compliance with the verbal order of his excel-
lency the commandant-general of the station, having informed himself, by means of the
captain of this port, what Spanish vessels entered yesterday, inasmuch as the commander
of the Bnglish brig-of-war « Magpie,” which, in company with the ship “ Pylades,” of the
same nation, gave chase to a Spanish schooner, which appeared to them to be a negro-
ship, close to the mouth of the harbour: it appears that, on that day, entered the Spanish
merchant schooner “ Minerva,” coming from Porto Rico, in ballast, Captain Don Manuel
Fernandez, crew thirty-five men, and thirty-four days at sea, consigned to Don Fraucisco
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Aguirre; in consequence of that information, and according to orders of his excellency,

he went on board the said “ Minerva,” accompanied by the commander of the “ Magpie,”
in order to search and examine if it had black slaves from Africa. The said “ Minerva”
was moored, and alongside the most eastern part of the quay of Casa Blanca; its hold was
searched, and nothing discovered which warranted the suspicion, as it was fitted up in the
usual manner, and full of water, with some sacks of pulse, about three or four of which
were placed against the bulk-head of the poop, and the English commander, losing his
doubts and suspicions which he previously had, remained satisfied. The same examina-
tion was effected in the births of the forecastle and poop; under the deck was a small
hole for ventilation, on both sides of the hold; and although the said holes gave cause of
suspicion to the English commander, as to the purpose for which they were placed there,
it is to be remarked, that the hold only had a hole or hatchway of communication, and that
of very small size and depth, according to the height of the water stowage.

(signed) Jose Soler.

(13.)—The Captain General to the Commandant General of the Naval Forces of Cuba.

Habana, August 22, 1826.

Under date of vesterday, the English commissioner, Don W. 8. Macleay, among other
things, informs 1e of what follows:  In the second place, as to justifying the facts
spoken of by the British officers, I humbly trust that your excellency will see the absolute
necessity of preventing the tribunal, to which the ¢ Minerva’ is now subject, from giving
any decision, contrary to the evidence of competent ‘witnesses, without giving them an
opportunity of supporting their evidence under oath; particularly as those individuals can
now have no object in mixing themselves up in the affair, except it be an anxious desire
for the dissemination of the truth. I request you to allow me to observe, that, previous to
his departure on his present cruize, I warned Captain Jackson that there might be a pro-
bability that evidence might be required from his officer (Mr. Nott) and two men, in con-
formity with the royal order; and I have reason for saying that it 1s his intention to return
to the port, within a few days, under the impression that, perhaps, you may require his
presence, in order to condemn the vessel. You express, 8ir, great doubts as to the pos-
sibility of disembarking the slaves, without their being discovered, in the very centre of
s0 populous & city as the Habana, and while exposed, the whole night, to the patroles and
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night guards of the police. On this point I will merely observe, that Mr, Nott and two
men are ready to prove the fact of the disembarkation, on their oath, and that it is impos-
sible that they could have been mistaken, as the boats were followed so closely, that they
not only saw the negroes closely packed in the bottom of them, but that also a block of
wood was cast at them by one of the persons interested in that cnminal proceeding.”
Which I transmit to you, Sir, for your goverament in the matter, hoping that you will
acknowledge the receipt of, and reply to, my former letter of the 1gth current, on the
business.
God preserve you many years.

(signed)  Irancisco Dionisio Vives,

The Commandant General of the Naval Forces,
&e. &c. &e.

(14-)—Deposition of the Quarter-master, or Mate, of the Schooner “ Minerva.”

Habana, August 29, 1826.

On the 29th of the said month and year, the deponent appeared, and under the oath, as
usual in law, said, that he was named Joze Martinez, mate of the Spanish merchant
schooner ¢ Minerva:”—asked, in what port he was enrolled in the said ship, with what
cargo he sailed, and what was his destination? he said, that he was enrolled in this port
in the said post, whence they departed, carrying the produce of the country, bound to the
island of St. Thomas, where they remained about a month, more or less, setting sail-at the
expiration of that time for this port of the Habana; that, on arriving at the island of
Puerto Rico, finding themselves somewhat short of water and supplies, they resolved to
enter that watering-place, with the intention of providing themselves with both of these
articles, which they could not wholly effect, by reason of a violent storm, which made
them lose their only cable, when they set sail in the direction of this port aforesaid, where
they anchored in ballast, in which manner they had proceeded from the aforesaid island of
St. Thomas :—asked, if, at the entrance of this port, they were chased by any cruizer, and
if so, if he knew to what nation the ships which chased him belonged ? he said, that in
effect they were obstinately chased by a brig and schooner, apparently of war, which they
presently suspected to be Colombian pirates, for which cause they made all haste to reach
this port, which they effected, and although the ships, chasing in sight of the forts, hoisted
British colours, they were not bound nor able to trust to that appearance, for well-grounded
reasons, which must be evident to every person :—asked, at what hour they anchored in
this harbour, and in what part of it; if he had intercourse with any ships, or with the
the crews belonging to them, which were anchored in their vicinity, as well as if he
knew the officer who visited them, as is done in war? he said, that it was half-past three
in the evening when they entered into the said port, where they could not anchor for want
of cables, and, as that was the case, they made for the quay, known as that of Don Juan
Dujan, in the vicinity of which there were no ships, except the schooner “ Minerva,” in
which he was; and that he knows only by sight the officer of surveys, who paid them the
visit of war :—asked, if it is certain that in the schooner ¢ Minerva,” wherein he was,
a quantity of African negroes were brought, and disembarked, in forbidden slave trade,
on that evening or night, from boats hired for that purpose? he said, that neither in that
way, nor in any other, were African negroes brought, or disembarked, because, as he said
before, they brought the ship in ballast from St. Thomas, and the watering-place, and
entered this port 1n ballast: that the aforesaid is the truth, which he affirms and ratifies
on his oath, and, as he does not knaw how to sign, he made the sign of the cross, the fiscal

and present notary signing it also. his )
: Joze x Martinez,
. , k.
(signed) - Bartolomé Marquez Pacheco. et
Before me, ‘ '
(signed) Francisco Mosquera.

(15-)—Deposition of the Boatswain’s Mate of the Schooner ¢ Minerva.”

Habana, August 29, 1826.

Subsequently, and on the same day, appeared the deponent, and being sworn, as the
foregoing, he said, that he was named Joze Serrano, boatswain’s mate of the Spanish mer-
chant schooner “ Minerva :”—asked, in what port he was enrolled in the said ship, whither
they sailed, and with what cargo ? he said, that he was enrolled in this portin the said post,
exporting the produce of the country, bound to the island of St. Thomas, where having
remained, in his opinion, thirty-five or forty days, they set sail in the direction of this port,
touching only st the port of the watering-place of Puerto Rico with the intention of laying
in water and supplies of which they were in want, and which they could not wholly effect
by reason of a yiolent storm, and that having lost their only cable, they were forced to set
sail and to pursue their course to this port, which they did in ballast, exactly as they
departed from St. Thomas :—asked, if at the entrance to this port they were chased by any
cruizer, and if so, if he knew to what nation the ships which chased him belonged? he said,
that in effect they were obstinately chased by a brig and schooner 1o the mouth of this
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port, which vessels hoisted an unknown flag, and although in sight of the forts they
substituted British colours, they were not bound nor able to trust to that, for reasons
very well known :—asked, at what hour they anchored in this harbour, and in what part of
it, 1f he had intercourse with any ships, or with the crews belonging to them, which were
anchored in their vicinity, as well as if he knew the officer who paid the schooner the visit
of war? he said, that they effected their entrance from one to two of the evening, as faras
he recollects, and not having been able to anchor for the reasons given, they steered for moor-
ings off the wharf which, as he has heard, is called “ of Francisco,” in the vicinity of which
there was no other ship, except the “ Minerva,” and that he does not know the officer who

aid them the visit of war :—asked, if it is certain that in the schooner “ Minerva,” wherein

e was, a quantity of African negroes were brought in forbidden traffic, and clandestinely
disembarked on that evening or night from boats hired for that purpose? he said, that he
neither saw nor heard that in the schooner in which he was any African negroes were
brought, nor were they disembarked here, in that or any other manner: that the aforesaid
is the truth, which he affirms and ratifies on his oath, and not knowing how to sign, he made
the mark of the cross, the fiscal and present notary signing it likewise. :

his
Jose % Serrano.
mark.
(signed)  Bartolomé Marquez Packeco.,
Before me,
(signed)  Francisco Mosquera.

(16.)—Deposition of the Serjeant of Marine Artillery of the Schooner “ Minerva.”

Habana, August 29, 1826.

Immediately appeared the deponent, and being sworn as the foregoing, he said, that he
was named Francisco Torribio, serjeant of marine artillery on board the Spanish merchant
schooner ¢ Minerva :”—asked, in what port he was enrolled in the said ship, with what
cargo he sailed, and what was his destination ? he said, that he was enrolled in this port in
the said post, whence they departed, carrying a cargo of produce of the country, bound to
8t. Thomas’s Island, at which place he does not recollect how long they stayed, but that
they left in ballast destined to this port, and on arriving at the watering-place of the island
of Puerto Rico, they entered with the intention of taking in supplies and water, which they
wanted, but a storm attacking them, which caused them to lose their cable, they were
forced to set sail for this port, which they did in the very manner mentioned, without
having touched at any other point of passage:—asked, if, on arriving at this porl, they
were pursued by any ships, and if so, if he knew to what nation they belonged ? he said, that
a brig gave them chase, but that he is ignorant as to what nation it belonged :—asked, at
what hour they entered this harbour, and in what part of it they anchored, what ships were
in their vicinity, and if he met the officer of surveys who paid them the visit of war? he
said, that he is totally ignorant as to the question:—asked, if it is certain that in the
schooner ¢ Minerva,” wherein he was, a quantity of Afrjcan negroes were brought in illicit
trade, and disembarked on that evening and night from several boats hired for that purpose ?
he said, that it is false, and the interrogatory in its full extent untrue, inasmuch as he again
repeats that they came in ballast: and that the same is the truth, which he affirms and
ratifies on his oath, and not knowing how to read or write, he made the mark of the cross,
the fiscal and present notary signing it also.

' his
Francisco x Torribio.
wark,
(signed)  Bariolomé Marquez Pacheco.
Before me, , ,
(signed)  Francisco Mosquera.

(17.)—Deposition of a Seaman of the Schooner * Minerva.”

Habana, August 29, 1826.

Directly afterwards appeared the deponent, and being sworn as the others, he said, that
he is called Joze Garcia, a seaman of the Spanish merchant schooner “ Minerva :”—asked,
where he was enrolled in the said ship, with what cargo he sailed, and what was his
destination ? he said, that he was enrolled in this port, whence he set sail, laden with the
produce of the country, bound to the island of St. Thomas, where they remained, in. his
opinion, about a month or more, leaving with destination for this port in ballast; and on
arriving at the watering-place in the island of Puerto Rico, they entered therein, intending
fo lay in supplies and water, of which they stood in need, and having laid them in, a storm
compelled them to set sail for this port, after the loss of the only cable they possessed, and
that they did accordingly reach this port :—asked, at what hour they entered here, and
what ship or ships were near them, and if he conversed with the officer of surveys who paid
them the visit of war? he said, that they effected their entry between two and three of the
evening, as far as he recollects; that they could not anchor for want of cables ; but that
they went to one of the quays in front and on the other side of what is called De Cabal-
leria, where there were no other ships in the vicinity, except the ship in which he was, and
that he only saw the officer of surveys who paid the visit of war :—asked, if it be certain
that in the schooner where he was a portion of African negroes of the. illicit traffic-were
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conveyed, and disembarked publicly in that port from various boats hired for the purpose ?
he said, that he did not see any negroes brought in his ship, as he is interrogated, because:
they could not be disembarked in any form in this port, inasmuch as the ship entered in
ballast, as he before said in his deposition: that the same is the trath, which he affirms.
and ratifies on his oath, being twenty-nine years of age, and not knowing how to write, he
made the mark of the cross, the fiscal and present notary signing it also.. y
18
Joze x Garcia,
mark.
(signed)  Bartolomé Marquez Pacheco.
Before me,
(signed) Francisco Mosguera..

(18.)—Deposition of the Surgeon of the Schooner “ Minerva.”

. Habana, August 29, 1826.
Immediately appeared the present deponent, and having been sworn as the others, he
said, that he was named Don Antonio de la Pena, surgeon of the Spanish merchant schooner
“ Minerva :”—asked, in what port he embarked in that post in the said schooner, whither
they were bound, and with what carge? he said, that he embarked in this port, whence he
sailed, with a cargo of produce of the island, bound to St. Thomas’s Island, where they
remained thirty-five days, as he believes, after the expiration of which they set off in ballast
destined for this port, touching at the watering-place of Puerto Rico to take in water,
whence they set sail, continuing their route till they reached this place :—asked, at what
hour they arrived in this said harbour, in what place they anchored, what ship. or ships
were in their vicinity, and if he knows the officer of surveys who paid him the visit of war ¢
he said, that about three in the afternoon they steered to the quay of Don Juan Dujan, on
account of wanting cables wherewith to anchor, in which vicinity there were no ships ; and
that he does not know the officer of surveys who paid them the visit :—asked, if any African
negroes were brought in his ship, and disembarked in this said port from boats hired
for the purpose? he said, that he never heard or knew any of the circumstances set forth
in the question: which is the truth on his oath; which he signed, with the fiscal and

present notary.
(signed) Antonio de la. Pena..

(signed)  Bartolomé Marquez Pacheco.
Before me,
(signed)  Francisco Mosquera.

(19.)—Deposition of a Cabin-boy of the Schooner “ Minerva.”
, Habana, August 30, 1826.
On the 3oth of the said month and year appeared the deponent, and being sworn as the
others, he said, that he was named Manuel Nunez, holding the place of cabin-boy on board
the Spanish merchant schooner ¢ Minerva :”—asked, where he was enrolled, with what
cargo he sailed, and what was his destination? he said, that he was enrolled in this port,.
whence he set sail, laden with the produce of the country, bound to the island of St. Thomas,
where they remained, in his opinion, about forty days, at the expiration of which they set
sail, in ballast, for this said port, intending to touch at the watering-place for.supplies and
water, whence they departed, by reason of a storm, in a most hurried manner, losing their
cable, most assuredly bound for this port, as he asserts in the most confident manner :—
asked, at what hour they entered this harbour, and in what part they anchored, what ship
or ships were near them, and if he knew the officer of surveys who paid them the visit of
war in his schooner ? he said, that about four o’clock of the evening,. for want of a cable,
they moored off the quay of Dujan, as it is called; that he could not perceive if there were
any ships in his vicinity, as be was sick, and that he does not know the officer about whom
he is asked :—asked, if it be irue that negroes were brought in his vessel, and disembarked
from six or seven boats hired for the purpose? he said, that it is wholly false entirely as.
concerns the whole question :—asked, if on their entrance to this port they were chased by
any ships, in which case he is to name the class and nation to which they belonged? he
said, that in fact they were chased by a ship and a schooner of the British nation to the
entrance’ of the said port: that the same 1s the truth on his oath, he being twenty-five
years of age, which he signed with the mark of the cross, the fiscal and present notary
signing the same.
his
Manuel % Nunez.
. : mark.
(signed) Bartolomé Marquez Pacheco.
Before me; »
(signed) = Francisco Mosquera.

(20.)—Deposition of the Carpenter of the Schooner « Minerva.” ,
) _ Habana, August 30, :826."
Immediately afterwards appeared the present deponent, and being sworn as the foregoing,
he said that he was named Joze Pastrana, carpenter of the Spanish ‘merchant-ship “ Mi-
nerva :"—asked, where he was enrolled, with what cargo he set off from the port, and what
. place
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place they were bound for ?—he said that he was enrolled in this port; whence they set
sail, exporting the produce of the country, destined to the island of St. Thomas, where they
remained thirty-five or forty days, quitting it with destination for this port in ballast,
touching at the watering-place to lay in water and supplies ; leaving that said port compul-
sorily, by reason of their only cable having given way in a storm, whence they came
straight to this port, without having touched any where else :—asked at what hour they
entered here, where they went to moor or to anchor, what ships were in their vicinity
when that was effected,and if he knew the officer of surveys who paid them the visit of war ?
—he said, that it was somewhat more than three in the afternoon when they went to moor
off the quay known as that of Dujan, in the vicinity of which he saw no vessels, and that
he only knows the officer of surveys by sight, about whom he is now interrogated :—asked,
if slaves had been brought in his ship from Africa, and furtively disembarked in boats hired
for the said purpose in this port ?—he said, that he neither saw them, nor heard that negroes
had been brought in his vessel to this port, and so landed, as he is interrogated ; and all
this is the truth, which he affirms and ratifies on his oath, being thirty-nine years old,
and not knowing how to write, he made the sign of the cross, the fiscal and present notary
gigning, it. v
. his
Joze x Pastrana
mark.
(signed) Bartolomé Marquez Pacheco.
Before me,
(signed) Francisco Mosquera.

(21.)—Deposition of a Seaman of the Schooner * Minerva.”

: : : Habana, August 30, 1826.
Subsequently on the same day appeared the deponent, who declares, under oath legally
" administered, that his name is Manuel Tavares, seaman in the Spanish merchant schooner
« Minerva :”—asked, where he was enrolled, what cargo they carried, and to what place
they were bound ?—he said, that he was entolled in this harbour, whence they sailed with
a cargo of produce of the country, destined for the island of St. Thomas, where they re-
mained above a month, and left in ballast, touching at the watering-place of Puerto {lico,
to lay in water and stores, of which they stood in need; whence they were forced to sail
unexpectedly, having lost, in a violent storm, the only cable they possessed, and sailed
straight to- this port :—asked, at what hour they entered this port, where they went to an-
chor, and what ships were in their vicinity, and if he knew the officer of surveys who visited
them ?—he said that it was more than one o’clock when the ship, for want of cables, was
moored off a quay of those of the Casa Blanca, the number of which he does not know, no
more than he knows the officer who visited them, about whom he is questioned :—asked, if
black slaves from Africa were brought in his ship, and landed in this port from five or six
boats hired for the purpose ?—he said, that he neither saw such negroes, nor heard that they
had been brought in his ship: all which is the truth, which he afirms on his oath, being
twenty-nine years old, and not knowing how to write, he made the sign of the cross, the
fiscal and present notary signing it also. ‘

his
Manuel % Tuvares.
mark.
(signed) Bartolomé Marquez Pacheco.
Before me,
(signed)  Lrancisco Mosquera.

(22.)—Deposition of a' Cabin-boy of the Schooner “ Minerva.”

, Habana, August 30, 1826.

Immediately afterwards appeared the present deponent, and being sworn like the fore-
igoing, he said thathis name was Manuel de Lima, cabin-boy on hoard the Spanish merchant
schooner “ Minerva :"—asked, where he was enrolled, what cargo they carried, and to what
place they were bound ?—he said, that he was enrolled in this harbour, whence they sailed
with a cargo of produce of the country, bound to theisland of St. Thomas, where they re-
mained somewhat more than a month, at the expiration of which they sailed-in ballast for
the watering-place, and from that latter place they came here, in the manner set forth :—
asked at what hour they entered this port, where they went to anchor, and what ships were
in their vicinity 7—he said, that it was three o’clock when the ship, for want of cables to
anchor with, was moored off a quay of those of the White-house, the number of which he
does not know, and that by reason of being sick, he saw no ships of any class in the
vicinity of their mooring :—asked, if black slaves were brought in his ship, and landed at
this port, from five or six boats, hired for the purpose ?—he said, that the ship he was in
neither brought nor landed black slaves; all which is the truth on his oath.

(signed) Manuel de Lima.

: (signed) Bartolomé Marquez Pacheco,
Before me, ‘ ‘
(signed) Francisco Mosquera. -
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(23.)--Deposition of one of the Partners of the Schooner “ Mmerva.””

Habana, August 30, 1826,

Immediately after appeared the deponent, who being sworn as the rest, declares that hig
name is Joze de Cuba, partner of the Spanish n}erchant schooner “ Minerva :”—being
asked, where he was enrolled, what cargo they carried, and to what place they were bound?
—he said, that he was enrolled in this harbour, whence they sailed with a cargo of produce
of the country, destined for the island of St. Thomas, wl.lere they remained abo_ve a month,
‘and left for this port, touching on their way at the watering-place of Puerto Rico, to take
in water and supplies, which they were in want of’; setting sail again, by reasen of a violent
storm, which made them lose their only cable, and continuing their course to_this port, in
the manner set forth :—asked at what hour they entered this port, where. they went to
anchor, and what ships were in their vicinity ?—he said, that three o’clock was the hour
that they entered, when they went to moor off one of the quays of the White-house, what
number he knows not, in the vicinity of which mooring he saw 1o ship anchored —asked,
if black slaves were brought in his ship, and landed in this said port, from five or six boats
hired for the purpose ?—he said, that it is entirely false in every particular, inasmuch as he
neither saw such negroes, nor knew they were brought in or landed from his ship ; all which
is the truth, on his oath. i

(signed)  Joze de Cuba.
(signed)  Bartolomé Marquez Packeco.
Before me, _
(signed)  Francisco Mosquera.

(24.)—Deposition of a Seaman of the Schooner ¢ Minerva.”

Habana, August 30, 1826.

Sworn, and asked, where he was enrolled, what cargo they carried, and to what place

they were bound ?—he said, that he was enrolled in this harbour, whence they sailed for

- St. Thomas with a cargo of the produce of the country, remaining there thirty-five days,

and then sailing in ballast for the Habana ; touching previously at the watering-place of
Puerto Rico for water and supplies, of which they were in need, whence they departed
unexpectedly, having lost in a storm their only cable, after which they sailed straight to
this port :—asked, at what hour they entered this port, where they went to anchor, and what
ships were in their vieinity ?—he said, that it was'three in the afternoon when they moored
off a wharf on the other side, the name of which he does not know, and that if any ships
were in their vicinity, he paid no attention to their class or nation :—asked, if black slaves.
were brought in his vessel, and landed in this port, from five or six boats hired for the
purpose ?—he said, that he neither saw nor hgard of any of the circumstances alluded to in,
his interrogatory; all which is the truth, on his oath. )
(signed)  Juan Justo Ruiz.
(signed)  Bartolomé Marquez Pacheco. .
Before me, . .
(signed)  Francisco Mosquera.

(25.)—Deposition of the Cook of the Schooner « Minerva.”

Habana, August 30, 1826,
Sworn, and asked, where he was enrolled, what cargo they carried, and to what port they
were bound ?—he said, that he was enrolled in this harbour, whence they sailed with a
cargo of produce of the country, for the island of St. Thomas, where they remained more
than a month, and then left in ballast for this port, touching on the way at the watering
place of Puerto Rico, to lay in water and supplies, of which they stood in need ; sailin
again by reason of a storm, which made them lose their only cable: asked, if he recollects
the hour they entered this port, where they moored, and if any -ships lay in their vicinity #—
he said, that they entered at three o’clock, and moored off one of the quays of the White-
house, the number of which he does not know, in the vicinity of which he saw no ships at
anchor :—asked, if his ship brought black slaves of the illicit traffic, who were publicly dis-
embarked in this port from five or six boats, hired for the purpose 7—he said, that he neither
saw sul(:h slaves, nor heard that such were brought in his ship ; all which is the truth, on
his oath. ‘ :
: (signed)  Joze Antonio Dongue.
(signed)  Bartolomé Marquez Pacheco.
Before me,

(signed) Francisco Mosquera.

(26.)—Deposition of a Part-owner of the Quay Dujan.

‘ ) Habana, August g0, 1826.
Sworn, as the others, afid asked, if he, or any of his partners, was on the spot at the
moment of the Spanish merchant schooner coming to moorings, which entered this port,
on the 16th of this month, from Puerto Rico, in ballast ; in which case he is to set forth,



WITH FOREIGN POWERS. 189

if he saw or heard that the said schooner had disembarked on that point, or at any other
part of the harbour, a portion of African negroes, of the illicit trade? he said, that in
fact, on the evening of the day mentioned, he was on the aforesaid quay at which the said
schooner moored, and that the deponent saw no such negroes disembarked, and did not
hear that such were landed ; that among the many persons on the guay at the time, although
he knows many by sight, he is only acquainted with the names of Don Juan Perez, and the
chief of the registers, Don Joze Fernandez; which is all that he knows or can say on the
points of the interrogatory ; which is the truth, on his oath.
(signed)  Juan Dujan.

(27;)—4Deposition of Juan Araujo, Caulker, of the Port of Havannah, domiciled in
‘the Casa Blanca.

Sworn, as the others, and asked, if, on the evening of the 16th instant, he was on the
quay, known as Dujan, when the Spanish merchant schooner ¢ Minerva,” moored there ;
in which case, he is to tell whether he saw or heard that the said schooner had negroes
on board which it disembarked at that or any point? he said, that it is true that he was
for some time on the quay where it went to moor, and that in the said schooner he saw
no negroes of whom he is questioned, and as little did he hear that any such had been
disembarked at any point of the harbour:—asked, whether other persons were thére who
could testify as to this fact, and.if so, to tell their names and class, if he knew them?
he said, that, although at the time several persons were on the quay, he did not know any
of them ; all which is the truth, on his oath. '

(signed)  Juan Araujo.

(28.)—Deposition of Vicente Mendez, Chief of the Registers, and partner of Don Juan
Dujan, in the Quay so called.

Sworn, as the others, and asked, if he was on that quay, or in its neighbourhood, on
the evening of the 16th instant, when the Spanish merchant schooner moored there, in
which case he is to declare if the said ship had negroes on board, which it disembarked there
or elsewhere in the port? he said, that he knows nothing of the particulars of the inter-
rogatory, inasmuch as he was not exactly on the said quay, but in its vicinity, in front of
the said quay, no further than which can he extend his deposition ; which is the truth, on
his oath. ‘
(signed)  Vicente Mendez.

(29.)—Deposition of Dionisio Albarracin, Serjeant of the 1st Grenadiers of the Royal
Battalions of Marine Infantry.

Sworn, as the others, and asked,, if he was on board the Spanish merchant schooner
« Minerva,” on the evening of the 16th instant, for what object, and how long he remained
on board, and if he saw, while there, that the said ship had negroes on board, which it
disembarked in this port ? he said that, in fact, he was on board the * Minerva,” with
a party of the marines, of which he is commandant, in order to take out the seamen for the
service of the war boats, in the number corresponding according to his orders, and that
while there, fulfilling his instructions, he saw no negroes, nor heard that any had been
brought or disembarked ; all which is the truth on his oath.

(signed)  Dionisio Albarracin.

(30.)—Deposition of Manuel Corrales Gazador, of the 1st Regiment of Royal Infantry
of Marine,

Sworn, as the others, and asked if he was on board the Spanish merchant schooner
“ Minerva,” on the evening of the 16th instant, when it anchored in this port; in which
case he is to declare if he saw on board that ship any negroes, which he afterwards heard
were disembarked at any point or place of this port or quays? he said, that itis true that
he went on board the said ship with his party, under the orders of the Serjeant Dionisio
Albarracin, commandant thereof, in order to take therefrom the number of seamen re-
quired for the service of the boats of war, but that he did not see or hear that any negroes

were brought in or disembarked from the said ship, on any point or quay of this port: all .

which is true on his oath. -
(signed) ~ Manuel Corrales Gazador.

(31.)—Deposition of Ramon Poderoso, First Corporal of the 2d Regiment of Marine
Infantry.

Sworn, as the others, and asked, if he went with the party on board the Spanish merchant
schooner “ Minerva,” on the evening of the 16th instant ; in which case he is to declare if
the said ship had any African negroes on board, of the illicit trade, and if it appears that they
were disembarked at any point or quay of this port? he said thatitis true that he went with
his party on board the said ship, in order to take out of it the number of seamen required for
the service of the boats of war, but that he did not see or hear that any negroes were brought
in or disembarked from the said ship, on any point of the port ; which is all he knows of
the question : all which is the truth on his oath. :

: : (signed)  ‘Ramon Poderoso.
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(32.)—Deposition of Lisendo Linares, Corporal of the 1st Battalion of Marine Infantry.

Sworn, as the others, and asked, if he went with the party on board the Spanish mer-
chant ship ¢ Minerva,” on the evening of the 16th instant ; in which case he is to declare
if the said ship had any African negroes on board, of the illicit trade, and if it appears
that they were disembarked at any point or quay of this port? he said, that it is true that he
went on board the said ship, on the business allotted to him, but that during his stay there
he did not see or hear that any negroes were brought in or disembarked from the said ship,
on any point or quay of this port : which is the truth onhis oath.

(signed) Lisendo Linares.

(33-—Deposition of Joze Fernandez, Chief of the Registers, resident in the Casa Blanca,
1st September 1826.

Sworn, as the others, and asked, if, on the evening of the 16tl} of last month, he wag
on the quay of Dujan, when the Spanish merchant schooner “ Minerva” anchored there ;
in which case he is to declare if that vessel had any negroes on board, which were disem-
barked there or elsewhere in this port? he said that, in fact, he reached the said wharf
after the said schooner had moored there, but that he saw no negroes, or heard that any
such were disembarked :—asked, if he could name any one who could give any account of
this affair? he said, that he only knew Don Juan Perez : which is the truth on his oath.

(signed)  Joze Fernandez.

(34-)—Declaration of the Naval Ensign, Don Antonio Maria Robion.

Who, on his word of honour, offers to tell the truth: asked, if he paid the visit of war
on the evening of the 16th last month to the Spanish merchant schooner “ Minerva,” which
entered this port on the said day in ballast, coming from Puerto Rico; in which case he is
to declare the events which occurred during the time of his visit, a.s.well as if he observed
whether the said ship had negroes on board, or if it appeared to him that such had been
disembarked from it 1n this port? he said, that in fact, being on the week’s duty, he went
to visit and search the schooner about which he is asked, and that being there, a boat
came alongside belonging to the English ship of war “ Pylades,” which had chased the
¢ Minerva;” having an officer of that nation on board, who ascended the schooner, de-
claring, on the part of his commander, that he came to inform himself of the circumstances
of the ¢ Minerva ;” but answered by the deponent, that neither was he in the situation to
exact this, nor he, the deponent, fo grant it, by reason of which he ought to withdraw,
which he did, to appearance, and, as he said, in order to give an account of the transaction
to the commandant-general of the station, the deponent having informed the major of the
station thereof, not having immediately met with the said commandant-general; and that
while he remained in the said schooner, he saw no negroes about whom he is asked, or
heard that any such had been disembarked in this port :—asked, if on the said visit he was

-accompanied by any officer of the army, in the class of adjutant of surveys, on the part of

the most excellent the captain-general ? he said that no officer of the army accompanied
him on this business, and that no sailor of the boat jumped on board the * Minerva,” as
they were busy in assisting her to moor at the wharf, when she came alongside of it; all
which is true on his word of honour.

(signed)  Antonio Maria Robion,

(35.)—Deposition of Don Juan Perez.

Sworn solemnly, and asked, if on the evening of the 16th of last month, he was on the
quay, known as that of Dujan, when the Spanish merchant scheoner ¢ Minerva” came
alongside and moored in the said spot ; in which case he is to declare if he knows whether
it brought any negroes on board, and if it appears that it disembarked them in this port, in
six or seven boats provided for the purpose? he said, that it is certain that, out of curiosity
to see the said schooner’s entry, he did go to the wharf afore-mentioned, but that he is
ignorant whether the said ship had any negroes on board, about whom he is asked, and of
course he knows nothing of their disembarkation :—asked, if among the persons who were
there, he knows any who could give information as to that fact, in which case he is to set
forth their names and ranks ? he said, that he only knew Don Juan Dujan, and the chief
of the registers, Joze Fernandez ; all which is the truth, on his oath.

(signed) Juan Perez.

(36.)—The Adjutant of the Registers to the Captain General of Cuba.

Excellent Sir, Havannah, September 1, 1826,

In consequence of what your excellency was pleased to communicate, under date of the
22d of last month, to the commandant general of the station, to inform him of what, among
other things, the British Commissioner, Mr, Macleay, set forth, as to the necessity which

(in
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(in his opinion) existed of interrogating Mr. Nott, the English officer, and two other indivi-
duals of that nation, in the matter of the Spanish merchant schooner ¢ Minerva,” into
which an inquiry was instituted, by the express order of the commandant-general, I request
of your excellency, that, in case the three said incividuals be in this place, your excelliency
may be pleased to adopt measures, to the end, that on the 4th instant, at nine in the morn-
ing, they may present themselves at this office of registers, under my care, that their
respective declarations may be received in the said affair.

God preserve you many years.
‘ (signedy  Bartolomé Marquez Pacheco.
The Most Excellent Don F. D. Vives. :

(37.)—The Captain General of Cuba to the Adjutant of the Registers.

Excellent Sir, Habana, September 2, 1826.

1 have acquainted the British Commissioner, Don W, S. Macleay, that on Monday, the
4th instant, at nine in the morning, the English officer, Mr, Nott, and two other individuals
of the same nation, are to present themselves at the office of repisters, to declare what
they know in the affair of the schooner « Minerva,” and I send you this information in

reply to your letter of yesterday.
God preserve you many years.

Don Bartolomé Marquez Pacheco. (signed)  Francisco Dionisio Vives.

(38.)~The Captain of the Port of Havannah to the Adjutant of the Registers.

Excellent Sir, Habana, September 6, 1826.

It has been notified to Mr. Wade, the captain of the English brig “ Mary Brade,” that
he do present himself at the office of this commandancy of registers to-morrow, Thursday,
vth of the present month, for the object which your excellency points out to me in your

letter of yesterday.
God preserve you many years.

Don Bartolomé Marquez Pacheco. (signed)  Lorenzo Joze de Noriega.

(39.)—The Adjutant of the Registers to the Captain of the Port of Havannah.
Excellent Sir, Habana, September 6, 1826.

On the 2d of this month, the Commissioner of His Britannic Majesty writes ime,
what, translated, is as follows:—

< Excellent Sir,
« T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day, and in reply

I have to inform to you, that Mr. Nott, who is at present on board the “ Pylades,’ will be
ready to give his deposition on the affair of the ¢ Minerva,” on Monday, the 4th of this
month, in the office of the registers. Your excellency will probably know, that the two
seamen who were present with Mr. Nott at the disembarkation of the negroes belonged
to the schooner of his Britannie Majesty ¢ Magpie,’ the unfortunate fate of whom is
deserving of compassion.”
God preserve you many years.

Don Lorenzo Joze de Noriega. (signed)  Bartolomé iMarqirz Pacheco.

(40)—Declaration of Lieutenant No{tt, of the British Navy.

On the 4th of the month and year aforesaid, appeared Don Angel Ceronio, interpreter of
this court of Marine, for His Majesty, who, accepting the same office, under form of oath,
undertook to interpret well and faithfully the declaration following, and the deponent having
come forward, his word of honour was’ taken to speak the truth in whatever he should he
questioned upon ; and this being done, through the medium of the said interpreter, he said,
as follows : that his name was John Neale Nott, lieutenant of the royal English navy :—
asked, through the medium of the interpreter, how it appears that, on the evening or night
of the 16th August preceding; six or seven boats loaded with negroes were disembarked, as
is said, from the Spanish schooner * Minerva ;7 if he obtained this intelligence of himself,
or by a third person, and if it is also certain that from the said boats, a block of wood was
thrown, and if so, in what direction it went? he said that, in fact, about a quarter past
eleven at night, on the day specified, he, the deponent, being in the boat of his ship, the
“ Magpie,” belonging to England, saw six or seven boats laden with negroes, which had
been disembarked from the said schooner “ Minerva,” which passing close to his boat,
one them threw a piece or block of wood, or other substance of weight, In the direction of
the boat in which the deponent was, and that the said boats went, to appearance, from the
said place where the ¢ Minerva” was, at the quay of San Francisco, and that the piece of
substance thrown dropped short of his boat, and fell into the water, without touching any

body :—asked, through the medium of the interpreter, if he knew the boats to which he
542. alludes
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alludes in his last reply, or any of the individuals who managed them? he said that, al.
though he is persuaded that they were workmen of the traffic of the wharfs, inasm uch ag
they had badges on, he could not recognize any of them who were m”tbg hoats :—asked,
how he is sure that the said negroes were landed from the “ Minerva,” it appearing from
the letter sent by the major of orders of the division of operations, f(’),ho 12 of th.e bo ok of
causes, that the said major, having gone on board the “ Minerva,” accompanied by the
commandant of the ship named ¢ Magpie,” by order of the admiral, the said commander
of the * Magpie” was satisfied that there was np proof or suspicion to induce a belief that
the “ Minerva” had brought slaves on board, as was imagined, after a most minute survey
of the said ship, by both officers, Spanish and English? he said that, without invalidating
the survey made by the commander of the “ Magpie,” he repeats what he had stated,
adding, in confirmation of what he before explained, that when he observed the first boat
push off with negroes, from the side of the ship  Minerva,” he went near with his boat' to
ascertain distinctly the fact; and that as the aforesaid survey took place on the followin

morning, the 17th, the disembarkation of the negroes could have been perfectly well effected
on the night of the 16th, as he has said :—being asked, if the said commander of the
schooner * Magpie” is in this port? he said, that he was @rowned with the rest of the
crew of the « Magpie,” when it foundered to leeward of this port:—asked, through the
interpreter, where the other two persons of his nation were, to whom the official letter of
his excellency the captain-general alludes ? he said, that they were also drowned in the
« Magpie,” with their commander :—asked, through the interpreter, if he had any thing to
add to, or to take from, this deposition, to corrpborate what he had said, and if, on hEs
word of honour, he affirms and ratifies the whole of it? he said, @hat, aftgr having heard it
read over {0 him in his own language, by the interpreter aforesaid, he wished to add, that
the late captain of the “ Magpie” had said, on board the ¢ Pylades,” that notwithstanding
the survey which, in company with the said major, he had taken on board the ¢ Minerva,”
he had no doubt that the said ship had brought negroes on board, and that Captain Wade,
of the English merchant brig « Mary Brade,” saw from his ship more than sixty negroes
on the deck of the ¢ Minerva ;” that in every thing else he affirms and ratifies his evidence,
on his word of honour. The interpreter being asked, if he had translated well and falﬂlf:u"y
from the English into Spanish, all the questions and answers which were put to and received
from the English officer who subscribes? he said, that he has so done, well and faithfully,

" according to his best knowledge and understanding, which he affirms and ratifies on the

responsibility of his oath, signing it as interpreter and witness with the fiscal and present
notary.
y (signed)  John Neale Noit.

(41.);—The Adjutant of the Registers to the Captain of the Port of Havannah.

Excellent Sir, Havannah, September 5, 1826.
In the matter which, by order of the commandant-general, I am now proceeding with,
as to what occurred in the merchant schooner * Minerva,” on its arrival in this port on
the 16th of last month, it is necessary to examine Captain Wade, commanding the English
brig ¢ Mary Brade,” anchored.in this port as is said. If this should be the case, I hope
you will be pleased to give notice to the said captain to appear in this said office of regis-
ters, under my control, at nine in the morning of Thursday the 7th instant, for the purpose

Dbefore stated. The original reply of which is inserted and placed with the other papers.

(signed) Bartolomé¢ Marquez Pacheco.
Don Lorenzo Joze Noriega.

(42)—Deposition of William Wade, Captain of the British Brig * Mary Brade.”

On the gth day of the said month and year, appeared Don Angel Ceronio, interpreter of
this Court of Marine for His Majesty, offering, under oath as usual, to interpret well and
faithfully the following declaration, and the deponent having come, and been sworn on the
Holy Evangelists to speak the truth, said: that he was called William Wade, captain of
the English merchant brig « Mary Brade :’—asked, by means of the interpreter, if, since
his arrival in this port, he has been always anchored in the place where he now is, or if he
has made any change? he said, that he has remained in the same place, where he now is
removing his cargo, without having changed situation, which place is in front of the port-
captain’s office :—asked, through the interpreter, if it is certain that he said, that he saw
on the deck of the Spanish merchant ship “ Minerva,” on the 16th of August last, as she
entered this port, a portion of negroes to the number of more than sixty? he said, thatit
might be about three weeks, as far as he recollects, when he thought he perceived, in
a. Spanish schooner, several negroes, without being able to distinguish any number of
negroes, or whether they were Africans, or to ascertain the name of the ship :—asked, b
means of the interpreter, if . the schooner, to which allusion is made, is the same whic{
entered this port on the said evening, in which case he is to declare if it anchored in the
vicinity of the ship under his command ? he said, that he is ignorant as to this :—asked,
through the inferpreter, from whence he saw the negroes, if it was from his ship, from any
other in the bay, from land, or from any height, if with a telescope, or merely with the
naked eye? he said, that he saw them with the naked eye, while sailing about in the bay,

from
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from his boat:—asked, by means of the interpreter, if the seamen who were in the boat
with him could have made the same observation with himself, in which case he should
bring them forward this same day? he said, that he does not know that they made the
same observation, inasmuch as he, the deponent, co_nversed with none of them on that
point, and he believes that they could have seen nothing, because the two boys, who were
the only persons with him in the boat, rowed with their backs turned .that way, an(! could
not therefore perceive the occurrence, but thatf nevertheless he mll ] comply with th_e
summons, and cause them to come forward on this same day: that this is the truth on his
oath now taken. The interpreter being asked if he had tran_slated well and faithfully f:rom
the English into Spanish all the questions and answers wh}ch were put to and repewed
from the witness ? he said that he had done so well aqd falthfu_lly, according to his best
knowledge and understanding, which he affirms and ratifies on his oath.

(signed) William Wade.

(43 )—Deposition of Thomas Gudgeon, British Seaman, on board the “ Mary Brade.”

Through the said interpreter he said that his name was Thomas Gudgeon, a native of
Liverpool, in England :—asked, if it be two or three weeks since sailing 1n the bay in the
boat with Captain Wade, who commands his ship, he saw on the deck of the Spanish
schooner “ Minerva” some negroes ; in which case he is to declare, if he can, the amount
of their number, and if he understood that they belonged to the class of Africans newly
imported in illicit slave trade? he said that on the day and under the circumstances men-
tioned, he saw in a Spanish schooner from fourteen to sixteen negroes, but without being
able to ascertain the name of the ship wherein they were, and far less whether they were
of the class of Africans newly imported in illicit slave trade, or if they were on board the
ship in any other way :—asked, in what part of the port he saw the schooner at anchor?
he said, that it appeared to him to be in the vicinity of a quay which he does not know,
nor can he ascertain the same, under the circumstances; which is all he knows and can
say on the points he has been interrogated upon; which he affirms on his oath, being
eighteen years old ; and signing it with the interpreter and fiscal and present notary.

(signed) Thomas Gudgeon,

(44.)—Deposition of Peter Thomas, British Seaman on board the- « Mary Brade.”

Sworn, through the interpreter, and asked, if it be true that three¢ or four weeks ago,
while sailing in the bay, in the boat with Captain Wade, who commands his ship, he saw
on the deck of the Spanish schooner ¢ Minerva” some negroes; in which case he is to
declare, if he can, the amount of their number, and if he understood that they belonged
to the class of Africans newly imported in illicit slave trade? he said, that it is true that
on the day mentioned he was in the boat with Captain Wade, who belongs to the ship of
his nation alluded to, and to whose crew he belongs, from which boat he saw some negroes
in a Spanish schooner, but without being able to ascertain their number, or if they
belonged to the class of Africans newly imported, and without knowing the name of the
ship, or being able to affirm the true place of its anchorage, as he only recollects its
being near one of the quays, the name of which he does not know : all which is the truth
on his oath, he being eighteen years old. . The interpreter being asked if he had faithfully
and correctly translated these two last declarations, said that be had so done on the respon-
sibility of his oath. )

(signed) Peter Thomas,

{45.)—Opinion of the Adjutant of the Registers upon the Case.

Habana, September 12, 1826.

The proceedings adopted in this business being apparently concluded, the sammonses
assued having been obeyed, and no new inquiries being instituted, in order to throw greater
light on a transaction which was represented, in the accusation brought forward, in the
character of a real crime, and a most scandalous one; it is no less certain that it has been
proved by twenty-four depositions of as many witnesses, that the crime denounced did not
exist, was not committed, and consequently was not notorious and scandalows. The
praiseworthy zeal of the gentlemen of the Commission, who strengthened their notification
on the information or letters of the commanders of the schooner “ Magpie,” and the cor-
vette  Pylades,” which ships obstinately chased the « Minerva,” led them to perform
all the duties of their functions, demanding the condemnation of the ship, when, although
had it been proved to be guilty, it would have been our prize, and not that of the
English ; the ship was detained in consequence, and every opportunity afforded of knowing
the facts, without invitation or the intervention of any person. At the same time it is
evident how little favour was shown to this tribunal by the Commissioners, as appears from
their ideas, expressed in folio 13, in the letter which the excellent captain-general was
pleased to translate, as it was sufficient to have noted the witnesses, who ought to appear
on their behalf, to prove the fact which they denounced, inasmuch as in such a case this
tribunal would in no way have omitted to examine them. Turning atfention now to the
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state of the evidence on this matter, it will be seen that the summons served by Mr. Notg
on Captain Wade, of the brig “ Mary Brade,” has turned out unproductive in the materia}
points, inasmuch as Wade, as well as the seaman Thomas, says nothing which proves the
number of negroes to have been sixty, the amount at which Mr. Nott says that Wade
computed them, nor do they prove that the negroes they saw were Africans newly imported
or not; and the seaman, Thomas Gudgeon, makes the number to consist of fourteen or
sixteen, very far from sixty, but still uncertain as to their being Africans newly imported.
If the declaration of Mr. Nott, the English officer, from his privilege and the character
annexed to his station, requires more than two witnesses to invalidate its testimony, let it
be remembered that twenty-four examinations in this business have against them the soli-
tary exposition of Mr. Nott; and if the legal presumption in favour of his word of honour
be put in comparisod with the less privileged classes, even then he is contradicted by the
evidence of two Spanish officers, who are engaged in this same matter, viz. the naval
ensigns, Don A. M. Robion and Don Joze Soler, of whom, most assuredly, the most
remote mistrust ought not to be entertained as to their depositions, it being well worthy
of notice that the said Soler, in his letter, under date of the 17th of August, assures us
that the commander of the “ Magpie” was so much satisfied with his search, that, with
evident emphasis, the said officer expressed himself in a very different manner to what he
is said afterwards to have done in another letter. Had not that officer been drowned in
the ““ Magpie,” perhaps the visit he made with Soler might have been satisfactorily
explained as to this unheard of contradiction; I will suppose for a moment the existence
of the fourteen or sixteen negroes on board of the Spanish schooner, and that they were
seen by all who say they saw them; in that case, to what can that circumstance lead us?
to nothing substantial :—first, because the remarkable discrepancy exists as to numbers:
—secondly, because as it is not proved that they were in the “ Minerva,” they might have
been in any other ship of its class :—thirdly, because, as well in ships of long voyage
as in those of coasting trade, negroes forming the crew are met with in greater or less
numbers, or are hired to load or unload on the quays or other places, and also such blacks
are sent from the numberless country farms in this vicinity by sea, for the convenience and
economy of their masters, to perform any service required, in which case they need not
crouch or hide themselves, which would have been the case with the ¢ Minerva,” had she
carried such a cargo on board, imported under the circumstances equivocally alleged;
inasmuch as in such case it is not probable that, glorying in their crime, they would have
presented them in the evening to the face of the public: but when, at the same hour, the
officer of surveys, and other individuals, as well a5 a party of marines, were on board the
“ Minerva,” avd on the quay where she was moored, and none of them mention in their
evidence the existence of such negroes, in whatever way we view this event the proof will
always be at variance with the accusation. I do not believe, nor can it be imagined in
any way, that my ideas in the foregoing summary can directly or indirectly atfect the
delicacy of feeling of Mr. Nott, the British officer, who, no doubt, gave his information
from a laudable zeal for the punctual fulfilment of the Treaties, and of the royal orders sub-
sequently issued ; but, as in all cases we do not possess the caution necessary to restrain
the immoderate zeal of fulfilling a duty in the orbit of the duty itself, his declaration from
that cause may have proceeded too far; what is certain is, that Mr. Nott has not given the
slightest information whereby to come to any knowledge of the persons who conducted
the negroes in six or seven boats, or of the person who threw at him the block of wood,
since in that case both these persons would have been examined, whose expositions would
have produced all the clearness and explanations necessary to banish the suspicion, or to
prove the fact. ~As little was it possible to examine the two sailors who, as Mr. Nott says,
accompanied him in his boat when he observed the boats loaded with negroes ; and if this
difficulty be insurmountable, and not to be counterbalanced, let Mr. Nott ascribe it to the
unfortunate fate of the “ Magpie,” wherein they were drowned. In consequence of all
this, and taking into account the value and merit of the vast proof which is afforded by
these documents, it is my opinion that the accusation laid against Don Manuel Fernandez,
saptain and first pilot of the Spanish-merchant schooner ¢ Minerva,” is totally unfounded,
inefficacious, and without the power of incurring the responsibility which, by supposition,
was ‘attached to the said captain Fernandez. This is my opinion, always excepting the
more enlightened one, which, with these documents on this matter, I send to you, Sir, for
the corresponding effects.
(signed) B. M. Pacheco.

(46.)—~The Commandant General of the Registers to the Commandant General of Marine.,

Excellent Sir, Habana, September 13, 1826.
The measures instituted according to the superior decree of Don Angel Laborde, of the
17th ultimo, by the Lieutenant of the navy Don B. M. Pacheco, adjutant of this command-
ancy under my charge, being finished ‘as regarded the merchant schooner * Minerva,”
{Jsend them to the superior cognizance of your excellency, that you may act as you think
est. ,
God preserve you many years,

The Commandant General of Marine, (signed)  Jose de Alcala.
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{47-)—The Judge Auditor of War and Marine to the Commandant General.

Excellent Sir, Habana, September 15, 1826.

I immediately sent the parcel of documents, by order of the Judge Auditor, for ihe
information of the navy captains of the royal fleet, of the commandant-in-chief of the
registers of seamen in this always most faithful city, and of the honorary Oidor Fiscal of
this station, to the end that these gentlemen may declare in continuation what they have
to offer, and what appears to them on all the points which the matter comprehends; doing
this without delay, and when done, to give an account thereof, that an opinion may be
formed thereon as is fitting. S

‘ (signed) Topete.
The Commandant General.

(48.)—The Commandant General of the Registers to the Judge Auditor of War and Marine.

Excellent Sir, Habana, September 18, 1826.

Immediately on receiving your superior decree, I occupied myself exclusively with the
examination of the papers, with all the attention they deserve ; and from my observations
1 deduce, that the officer charged with the formation of the summary has omitted no step
necessary for the better elucidation of an act, which was represented, at first, as perpetrated,
and that the opinion of the said officer, the adjutant of registers, who formed the cause,
are strictly confined to what the matter solely warrants. Nevertheless, in order to have
some more data whereon to found my judgment with, the precision it requires, I have in
like manner recalled to my memory by inspection the former diary of navigation, roll, and
royal patent of the “ Minerva,” from which it appears that the expedition of this ship was
formed in this port, with a view to export the produce of the country, bound to the island
of Princes; but by the declaration of the captain, Don Manuel Fernandez, it is proved
that, for reasons of convenience and mercantile interest, he went to the island of St. Thomas,
returning in ballast to this port aforesaid ; all which the aforesaid declaration most amply
proves, and the diary confirms; and although the contents of the said documents do not
in any way establish the crime, which was said, by presumption, to have been committed
in this place, without any previous preparations for that purpose ; nevertheless in order to
found my opinion more strongly, complying at the same time with the royal order of the
od of January last, I have devoted my time to the inspection of the said documents, from
all of which, in the whole summary, no charge is proved against captain Fernandez in the
denunciation preferred against him.

Always deferring to yeur superior judgment, I am, &c.
The Judge Auditor. (signed)  Joze de Alcala.

(49.)—Certificate of the Notary, Mosquera.

On the 20th day of the said month and year, I, the undersigned notary, certify, that the
honorary Oidor Fiscal of Marine, Don Manuel Coimbra, returned the bundle of documents,
in consequence of the painful illness with which he is at present afflicted, to the end that
the Commandant General may be pleased to select and nominate the lawyer he confides in,
in order to intrust to him the pending opinion, in virtue whereof the fiscal of the cause
took measures to deliver the said papers tothe Commandant General of these registers,
for the effects set forth, and for that purpose notice thereof is made.

(signed)  Mosguera.

(50.)—The Commandant General of the Regiéters to the Commandant Genera{ of Marine.

Excellent Sir, : Habana, Septeniber 21, 1826.

I enclose you the verbal process commanded to be instituted to investigate the conduct
of Don Manuel Fernandez, captain and first pilot of the Spanish merchant schooner
“ Minerva,” in consequence of the Oidor honorary Fiscal of this station not being able
to take the matter into his consideration in consequence of the sickness under which he
now suffers, as is proved by the certificate of the fiscal and notary of the cause, to the end
that you may be pleased to select a.lawyer to fulfil the duties of fiscal by reason of the
incapacity of the possessor of that office in this port. ,

‘ God preserve you many years, :
The Commandant General of Marine. (signed) - Joze de Alcala.

(51.)—Don Juan Baptiste Topete to the Commandant General of Marine.
Excellent Sir, Habana, September 22, 1826.

Let Don Francisco de Calvo, who belongs to the tribunal of revision, be substituted in

room of the Oidor honorary Fiscal of this station. )
‘ ‘ (signed)  Juan Baptiste Topete.
The Commandant General of Marine.
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(52.)—Opinion of the Fiscal.

Habana, September 25, 1826,

The Fiscal states, that having examined the bundle of documents, with all the due
attention and meditation which the affair deserves, it being a business of moment, whicly
brought on the proceeding, he finds the opinion of: the qﬁice’r c!large_d with.the formation of
the process to be most cerrect, which judgment is registered in folio 37, inasmuch as if it
be evident that the scandalousand criminal deed imputed to thg Spamsh schooner « Minerva,”
was deserving of most severe and exemplary p}lﬁllshmgnt, 1t is also certain, that the most
remote suspicion of the fact having been committed being removed, the captain and shj
ought to be freed from all responsibility. It never was the intention of his Majesty the
king our lord, and of his Britannic Majesty, in their Treaty of 1817 for the prohibition of
the slave trade on the coast of Africa, to leave deficient the security of certain judgment
and proof in investigating the erime, and tlg‘e delinquent’s cong!uc_t ;5 on the contrary, it ig
the will of both these sovereigns, expressed in many _of the articles, that the proof be ex-
pressly required as to the place whence the ships sailed from the coast of Africa, and of
the existence of negroes on board. Without proving these two most material points there
would be a defect in the order and legal foundations of these proceedings, and a criming}
would be judged without his fault having been proved. With what is also conformable to
the last royal order of the 2d of January of the current year, which exacts the fixing of the
place whence the ship sailed from the Afrxqan coast, apd from the'exammatlpn of the diar
of its voyage by the commandant of marine, there is no suspicion or motive for the idea
that the ship conducted negroes on board, or disembarked them clandestinely. From the
verbal process which has been instituted, it does not appear that the schooner « Minerva,”
comes from the coast of Africa ; far from it, as the 1nf'ormat1pr_1 of the captain commandant-
general of the registers in this port, after seeing and examining the ship’s diary, roll, and
patent, affirms the contrary, and twenty-four witnesses assert that it did not conduct
negroes on board of illicit traffic. If to this be added, the probability of the fact as to
their having been publicly introduced and disembarked in this port by that ship, whereof it
is accused, it must necessarily follow that there are no grounds to proceed to any other
investigation in conformity with what is enacted in the said treaty, and last royal order
quoted. The only witness who declares that he saw the negroes which had been disem-
barked from the “ Minerva” schooner sailing in boats about a quarter past eleven at
night, the officer in his Britannic Majesty’s service, Mr. Nott, has against him the whole
evidence of that great number of witnesses (among whom are two officers of our royak
navy, for which cause they deserve a similar exception ; and two other witnesses, whom he
calls to strengthen his evidence, are opposed to him in the main point of the matter in
reference, and do not determine which was the ship, or if the negroes seen were newly
imported Africans. Grounding his judgment on all these facts, 'the fiscal is of opinion that
it should be declared that there is no room for further Investigation, in conformity with
what is enacted in the royal order of the 2d of January of this year, taking off the embargo
and interdict from the schooner ; that the bundle of papers on the business be transmitted
to the most excellent the captain-general, in an official letter, communicating to him this
determination for the purposes corresponding ; and that having three copies of the same
certified, one may be placed in the Archives, one in the Secretarxa,.and one be sent to the
King our lord, for the measures necessary, to the end that the affair being laid before the
high consideration of his Majesty he may deign to command whatever may be his royal
pleasure ; nevertheless, you, Sir, may determine, if you have other views, whatever you
may think most advisable.

(signed)  Francisco de Calvo.
The Judge Auditor of War and Marine.

(53-) Opinion of the Judge Auditor of War and Marine.

‘ Habana, September 27, 1826.

I have seen this processfor the second time, and have particularly attended to it ; and
the result is conformable with what I communicated to liis excellency the governor and
captain-general of this faithful island, in my official letter of the 17th of August of the present
year, which is placed in the first page, to which further measures to forward the necessary
business shall not be wanting, all which have been enjoined by the commandant-generak
of registers, in this always most faithful capital, viz. the captain of the royal navy, Don
Joze Alcala, the officer charged with the formation of the said cause, Don B. M. Pachéco,
lieutenant of the navy, and adjutant of this office of registers, and the fiscal of the Royal
Junta of Revision of Marine, Don F. Calvo ; and it is my opinion that the case should be
submitted to the said most excellent captain-general, and reply be made to his letter of the
17th August last, and also the original bundle of papers on the business may be sent to him
after three copies have been made, one for the Archives, another for the Secretaria, and the
third for the King our lord, for his sovereign determination ; and I find no im ediment fo
decreeing that the embargo now on the Spanish schooner ¢ Minerva may be taken off from
the proprietor of her, provided that he gives security to the amount of ‘his bail, to-answer
for. the results of this process.

(signed)  Antonio Ponce De Leon y Morate.
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(54.) Don Juan Baptiste Topete to the Captain General of Cuba.

Most Excellent Sir, Habana, November 17, 1826.

In reference to the further opinion of the judge auditor of war and marine, whereby he
confirms to me his former opinion, I direct to your excellency the original verbal process,
formed in consequence of the accusation brought by the Commissioners of the Mixed British
Commission against the captain and first pilot of the merchant Spanish schooner
« Minerva,” accusing them of having introduced, and furtively disembarked in this port, a
portion of negroes from Africa, of the illicit trade, to the end that your excellency may
inform yourself as to the result, and in reply to the official letter of your excellency of the
19th August last.

God preserve your Excellency many years,

(signed)  Juan Baptiste Topete.-
The Most Excellent the Captain General of Cuba.

(55-) Decree of the Captain General of Cuba.

Habana, November 18, 1826.

Let this official letter, with the verbal process accompanying it, and all the foregoing
papers on the business, be referred to the Oidor the auditor-general of war.

(signed) Vives.

(56.) Opinion of the Auditor General of War.

Excellent Sir, Habana, November 22, 1826.

~ The auditor has examined the verbal process sent to him by the commandant-general,
wherein the nicest investigation is developed as to the Spanish merchant schooner
“ Minerva ” having brought on board, and disembarked in this port, African negroes, and
from which it resuits, and is clearly proved, that no such introduction of negroes took place,
or embarkation of them was effected, according to the opinion of the commandant-general of
the registers of seamen, the captain of the royal navy, Don Joze de Alcala, of the officer com-
missioned with its formation, the adjutant of the said registers, Don B. M. Pacheco, of the
fiscal of the royal junta of revision of marine, Don F. de Calvo, and of the commandant-
general, with tﬁe opinion of the auditor-general of marine ; and not having found cause of
suspicion, the said commandant-general finds no impediment to your excellency acting in

conformity with the royal order of the 2d of January of this year. At the same time the

auditor has had under his inspection the foregoing papers en this business, and the official
communications between your excellency, the British Commissioners, and the com-
manders of the ships of war of that nation. Every thing which your excellency explained
to his Majesty, in your representation of the 2gth of last August, has been corroborated
by the result of the present information and process, of which the king our lord should be
made acquainted in your excellency’s first communication, that he may be pleased to resolve
whatever may most meet his royal pleasure. Youtr excellency however will act as you
think best.
(signed) Felipe Martinez.

(57.) Decree of the Captain General of Cuba.

Habana, November 24, 1826.

Let what is expressed in the foregoing opinion be carried into effect, as I conform myself
thereto.

(signed) Vives.

This is conformable to the original bundle of papers which was delivered to me from the
office of the captain-general, whither I again carried the same, and to which I refer; and
in compliance with what is ordered I have drawn up the present, in the most faithful city
of the Habana, on the 5th of December 1826. '

(signed)  Manuel de la Torre.

(A true copy.)
London, August 14, 1827. (signed) El Conde de la Alcudia.
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N* 21.
The Conde de la Alcudia to Viscount Dudley.

(Translation.) Portland-Place, August 31, 1827,

THE undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of his
Catholic Majesty has the honour, by order of his government, to transmit to his
Excellency Viscount Dudley, His Britannic Majesty's principal Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs, copies of the examinations, or verbal processes, instituted to
ascertain whether, as was asserted by the English Commissioners at the Havannah,
the “ Dichosa,” and “ Maria Isabel,” Spanish merchant vessels, proceeding from
the coast of Africa, had landed slaves in the island of Cuba. From these doeuments
the English Government will be able to discover that not the least trace of any such
fact has been found, but that the contrary has been legally proved.

It is not the object of the present communication to found a formal complaint
upon the subject, but to afford a fresh proof that the Spanish government is in the

right, on this occasion.
The Undersigned repeats, &c.

His Excellency Viscount Dudley, (signed) Conde de la Alcudia,
&c. &c. &c.

Verbal Process commanded to be instituted to investigate the conduct of Don Baltazar
Cardell, captain of the Spanish merchant brig ¢ Maria Isabel,” whom the British
Gentlemen of the Mixed Commission have accused, as suspected of having improperly
inltro‘(iiuced on his last voyage African negroes of the illicit trade into the ports of this
island.

" (1.) The Captain General of Cuba to the Commandant General of Marine.

Most Excellent Sir, Habana, July 24, 1826.

I address to your excellency the translation of the official letter of Messrs. H. T, Kilbee,
and W. S. Macleay, judges of the Mixed Commission, in order that, after due consideration
of what they set forth, you may be pleased to direct what you may deem proper in the
affair of the brig “ Maria Isabel,” and the schooner « Santo Christo de la Salud,” alias
* La Dichosa,” in ballast, coming from Saint Thomas, accused of having disembarked the

negroes which it had on board, on the coasts of this island.
God preserve you, &ec.

The Commandant General of Marine. (signed) Vives,

(2.) The British Commissioners to the Captain General of Cuba.

- Sir, Havannah, July 22, 1826.

Since we had last the honour of addressing your excellency, we have observed the arrival
of two Spanish ships, announced in the public papers as having arrived in ballast, coming
from Saint Thomas, which it is well known had previously disembarked cargoes of negroes
on the coasts of this island. The names of these ships are, the brig * Maria Isabel,” and
the schooner “ Santo Christo de la Salud,” alias ¢ La Dichosa.” This last was boarded a
few days ago by a Biritish cruizer, but was not detained, because the commanding officer
saw that he could not produce legal proof that it had disembarked a cargo of slaves, although
he was well convinced of the fact. We believe it to be our duty to represent these cases
to our Government, of which we now have the honour to apprize your excellency.

We avail ourselves, &ec.

His Excellency the Captain General, (signed) H. T. Kilbee,
&e. &c. &e. W. S. Macleay.

(3-)—Nomination of Don Francisco Mosquera as Notary.
Habana, August 1, 1826,

In virtue of the preceding documents I proceed to institute a verbal process, to investi-
gate the facts to which these papers refer ; and it being my duty to nominate a notary,
I select the artilleryman, Francisco Mosquera, in preference, who, admonished of the duty
which he contracts, aceepts, swears, and promises under the legal oath, to preserve faith-
fully and secretly all that he transacts in his office; that all of which may appear he has
signed this paper with me. ,
(signedy  F. Mosquera.
(signed) B. M. Pacheco.
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(4¢.)—The Adjutant of the Registers to the Commandant General of Registers.

Excellent Sir, Habana, August 3, 1826.

In consequence of the decree of your excellency, directing proceedings to be adopted
in order to tr{ the captain of the merchant Spanish brig « Maria Isabel,” Don Baltasar
Cardell, for the reasons expressed in the documents to which the aforesaid decree refers,
I have ascertained, extra-judicially, that the said ship was sold some time ago in this port,
its crew discharged, and its captain retired to some distance ; and while % continue my
official researches in order to find out the said individuals, it appears necessary to suspend
the bail of the patent of the aforesaid “ Maria Isabel,” until the said captain Cardell
acquits himself from the accusation made against him by the gentlemen of the Mixed Com-~
mission, as to having on board African slaves of the illicit trade ; and I inform you of this,
that you may be pleased to notify officially to the commandant of registers in Cadiz what
is necessary, so that that the bail of the patent of the said ship may be suspended until he
hears that the matter is concluded, and this because the ship was fitted up for its expedition
in that port.

God preserve you, &c.
Don Jeze Alcala. (signed)  B. M. Pacheco.

(5.)—The Commandant General of the Registers to the Adjutant of the Registers.

Excellent Sir, ‘ ' Habana, August 3, 1826.

Immediately on receiving the order, which, in the letter of his excellency the captain-
general and governor, was transmitted by the brigadier of the royal navy, commandant-
general of marine on this station, Don Ange! Laborde, dated 1st intant, I proceeded to
examine the state of the brig « Maria Isabel” since its arrival in this port, and having
found that its bail of patent and other documents had been inspected in consequence of the
ship having been sold, a certificate being given to suspend the bail in Cadiz, whence it
sailed, I wrote officially to the commandant of registers at Cadiz, that he might not take
off the suspension of the bail of patent till further orders from me, as you requested me to

do in your letter of this date to which I reply.

God preserve you, &c.
Don B. M. Pacheco. (signed)  Joze de Alcala.

(6.)—The Adjutant of the Registers to Messrs. Reynolds, Garcia & Co.
Gentlemen, : Habana, August 7; 1826.

As I am informed that Don Baltazar Cardell was concerned with you, gentlemen, in .

partnership, I hope you will be pleased to inform me, not only of the abode of Captain
Cardell aforesaid, but also of the pilots, mariners, and other persons-composing the crew of
that ship prior to its having been sold, in order that the business intrusted to me may be
expedited by means of the said individuals, which I have not as yet been able to effect in

consequence of not having succeeded in discovering the residence of the said persons sub-

sequently to their dispersion.
God preserve you, &c.

Messrs. Reynolds, Garcia & Co. : (signed) B. M. Pacheco.

{7.)—Messrs. Reynolds and Co. to the Adjutent of the Registers.

Excellent Sir, Habana, August 8, 1826.

Don B. Cardell, and the mate of the brig « Maria Isabel,” which entered this port in
ballast, coming from Cadiz and St. Thomas, embarked, as we have heard, on their return tq
- the former place, in the American ship * Orize,” despatched by Messrs. Lopez, Brothers,
of this commerce, leaving the account opened with us entirely concluded, that being solely
reduced %o the sale which by public notice was made of the ship; but we cannot declare
the abode of his crew, who were all paid and discharged by the said Captain Cardell, which
is all that we can say in the matter in reply to your letter of the 7th instant.

God preserve you, &c. '
Don B. M. Pacheco. (signed) Reynolds & Co.

(8.)—First Citation of the Captain and Crew of the Brig « Maria Isabel,” published in the
« Diario de la Habana,” Sunday, August 13, 1826.

Habana, August 12, 1826.

Don B. M. Pacheco, lieutenant of the royal navy and adjutant of the registers. By this
present, I cite and call upon the captain of the Spanish merchant brig ¢ Maria Isabel,”
Don Baltazar Cardell, which, coming from St. Thomas, entered this port on the 3d
day of July last, the pilots, mates, mariners and other classes, composing the crew of the
said ship, from captain to cabineboy, as they appear on its roll, that within eight days,
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reckoning from the date of the last notice, they may appear in the office of the commandant
of registers, to give their respective declarations in the trial now forming by order of the com-
mangant-general of marine of this station, to investigate the conduct of the said Captain
Cardell, whom the Gentlemen of the Mixed Commission suspect of impropriety during his
voyage in that ship, by introducing negroes from Africa into this island, in illicit trade,
which is more clearly set forth in the documents which head this cause, and that this may
come to the knowledge of the said individuals, and that they may appear as cited, it is
published in this manner, in consequence of the researches put into practice to obtain their
appearance having proved ineffectual.
(signed)  B. M. Pacheco,

(9)—Second Citation of the Captain and Crew of the brig « Maria Isabel,” published in
N ‘the “ Diario de la Habana,” Tuesday, August 15, 1826.
. ' Habana, August 12, 1826.
Don B. M. Pacheco, &ec. By this present I cite and call upon the captain of the Spanish
merchant brig * Maria Isabel,” Don Baltazar Cardell, &ec.
[In the same words as the first citation.]

(signed)  B. M. Pacheco,

(10.)—Third Citation of the Captain and Crew of the Brig * Maria Isabel,” published in
the “ Diario de la Habana,” Wedpesday, August 16, 1826,

Don B. M. Pacheco, &c. By this'present I cite and call upon the captain of the Spanish
merchant brig ¢ Maria Isabel,” &c.

[In the same words as the first citation,]
(signed) B. M. Pacheco.

(11.)—The Adjutant of the Registers to the Commandant General of Registers.

Excellent Sir, Habana, August 16, 1826.

I send to you the proceedings taken for the purpose of forming the proper verbal process
against the captain of the brig ¢ Maria Isabel,” to which your decree of the 1st instant
refers, in order that if it belongs to your station immediatelv to examine the twelve
sailors who are named in the annexed note, and who belonged tu the crew of the “ Maria
Isabel,” and now are probably preparing to sail in the divisio~ of ships of war, to which,
in all probability, they are now attached, you may take steps for that effect before the
expiration of eight days. God preserve y -, &e.

(signed)  B. M. Pacheco.

The Commandant General of Registers.

(12.)—List of the Crew of the Brig * Maria Isabel.”

Francisco Ramos, Antonio Fernandez,
Manuel Garcia. Antonio Marques.
Teodoro Dominguez. Manuel Rodriguea.
Pedro Plaza. Antonio Ranca,
Aniceto Segura. Joze Falsero.
Tomas Perez. Antonio Manuel.

: (signed  Marques Pacheco,
Habana, August 16, 1826.

(13.)~The Commandant General of Registers to the Commandant General of Marine.

‘Excellent Sir, Habana, August 16, 1826.
.1 annex the proceedings which, in compliance with the decree of your excellency, con-
tained in the official letter of the governor and captain-general of this island, have been
commenced by the navy lieutenant, Don B. M. Pacheco, adjutant of the office under my
charge, in the matter of the brig “ Maria Isabel,” for the arrangements of your superior
pleasure thereon. God preserve you, &e.

(signed)  Joze de Alcala.
Don Angel Laborde,

(14.)—The Judge Auditor of War and Marine to the Commandant General of Marine.

Excellent Sir, Habana, August 19, 1826.

By the exposition of the officer charged with the formation of these proceedings, in his
official letter which accompanies this, replying to the one which you, Sir, addressed to the .
navy captain, commandant of the registers of seamen, in this ever most faithful city, daéel(li
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16th of the present month, stating that the twelve individuals comprehended in the list
enclosed are employed in the royal service of the ships of the division anchored in this
bay which are ready to set sail ; in consequence it is my opinion that you can command,
through the major-general, that the residence of each of these individuals may be found
out, in order that they may present themselves before the said officer to be privately
examined on the business alluded to, transmitting for that purpose the proceedings.

‘ (signed)  Antonio Ponce de Leon y Morato.
The Commandant General of Marine. '

(15.)—Deposition of Manuel Estremadura, the Gunner of the Brig ¢ Maria Isabel.”

Having come, in consequence of the advertisement in the ¢ Diario,” and being sworn,

on the 22d day of the month of August of the present year, he set forth his name, and .

being asked where he was enrolled in the said ship, in what situation, what cargo they
took, and whither they were bound? he said, that he was enrolled in the city of Cadiz, as
a gunner, from which port they exported produce of the country, bound to St. Thomas,
where they remained more than a month, as he conceives, at the expiration of which
time they set sail, destined for this port, in ballast, without having touched at any of the
intermediate ones in their passage:—asked, if he had obtained any intelligence of the
abode of the captain, pilots, and other individuals of the crew of the said ship, and if it
be certain that in the said ship were brought negroes of the illicit trade, who were intro-
duced at this or other ports of the island ? he said, that he knows that the captain,

ilots, and other individuals of the brig, went to Cadiz, a few days after their arrival
in this port, in consequence of having sold their ship, wherein no negroes were ever
brought, as he is interrogated, nor was any other cargo imported or exported, except that
mentioned at the beginning; that all this is the truth, whicE he affirms and ratifies on his
oath, signing it with the mark of the cross, and the fiscal and present notary doing the same.

(signedy ¥4 Manuel Estremadura.

(16.)—Deposition of Franco Godos, Constable of Artillery, of the Brig “ Maria Isabel.”

Sworn as the rest, on the same day, and asked where he was enrolled in the said ship,
in what situation, what cargo they took, and whither they were bound? he said that he
was enrolled in the city of Cadiz, as the constable of artillery, from which port they
exported produce of the country, bound for St. Thomas, where they arrived, and remained
about forty days, as he thinks, after which time they set sail for the Havannah, in ballast,
without having touched at any of the intermediate ports in their aforesaid voyage :—asked

if be had obtained any intelligencé of the abode of the captain, pilots, and other indivi--
duals of the crew of the said ship, and if it be certain that negroes were brought in the said’
ship in illicit traffic, and introduced at this or other ports of the island ? he said that he -

knows that the captain, pilots, and other individuals of the brig, went to Cadiz a few days
after their arrival in this port, in consequence of having sold their ship, wherein no negroes
were ever brought, as he is interrogated, nor was any other cargo imported or exported,
except that of goods and ballast, set forth in the beginning, either in the first or second
voyage : all which is the truth on his oath.

(signed)  Franco Godos.

(17.)—Deposition of Fernando Japon, Carpenter of the Brig « Maria Isabel.”

" Sworn as the rest, on the same day, and asked where he was enrolled in the said ship,
in what situation, what cargo they took, and whither they were bound? he said that he
was enrolled in the city of Cadiz as a carpenter, from which port they exported goods, the
produce of the country, bound to St. Thomas, on their arrival at which place they remained
a considerable time, and having departed after taking in ballast, they steered to this port
without having touched at any of the intermediate ones in their route:—asked. if he had
obtained any intelligence of the abode of the captain, pilots, and other individuals’ of the
crew of the said ship, and if it be certain that in the said ship negroes of the illicit trade
were brought, who were introduced by this or other ports of the island ? he said that he

knows that the captain and other individuals of the brig went to Cadiz shortly after reaching,

this port, in consequence of having sold their ship, wherein no negroes were ever brought,
as he is interrogated, still less landed in this or in any other port of the island, inasmuch
as the ship went her first voyage with goods of the Peninsula, and performed her second
in ballast, as above stated : all of which is the truth, upon his oath.

(signed)  Fernando Japon,

(18.)—Deposition of Antonio Fernandez, a Seaman of the brig ¢ Maria Isabel.”

_ Sworn as the rest, on the same day, and asked where he was enrolled in the said ship,
in what situation, what cargo they took, and whither they were bound? he said that he
was enrolled in the city of Cadiz as a seaman, from which port they exported produce of
the country, bound to St. Thomas, where they remained, in his opinion, forty or fifty days,
at the expiration of which time they set sail destined for this port, in hallast, without
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having touched at any of the intermediate places on their passage :—asked, if he had
obtained any intelligence of the abode of the captain, pilots, and other individuals of the
crew of the said ship, and if it be certain that in the said ship negroes were brought in illicit
traffic, and introduced at this or other ports of the island ? l}B said that he knows_that the
captain, pilots, and other individuals of the brig went to Cadiz a few days after their arrival
in this port, in consequence of having sold their ship, wherein he never saw negroes, or
heard that they were introduced in illicit traffic at this or any other port of the island,
inasmuch as both the first and second voyages were performed in the manner set forth in
the beginning of this deposition : all which is the truth, on his oath.

(signed)  Antonio Fernandez.

(19.)~—Deposition of Francisco Ramos, a Seaman of the brig “ Maria Isabel.”

Sworn on the 23d said month and year as the rest, and asked where he was enrolled in
the said ship, in what situation, what cargo they took, and whither they were bound? he
said that he was enrolled in the city of Cadiz as a seaman, from which port they sailed
with Peninsula produce, bound to St. Thomas, where they remained, as he conceives, two
months, more or less, whence they sailed, in ballast, for this port, without having touched
at any of the intermediate places on the voyage :—asked if he had obtained any mtelligence
of the abode of the captain, pilots, and other individuals of the crew of the said ship, and
if it be certain that in the said ship negroes were brought in illicit traffic, and introduced
by this or other ports of the island ? he said that he knows nothing of the abode of the
said captain and individuals of the crew of the said ship, and that he never saw any negroes
in the said ship, nor heard that any such were introduced from it at any of the ports of this
island; that all this is the truth, on his oath.

(signed)  Francisco Ramos.

(20.)—Deposition of Aniceto Segura, a Seaman of the brig “ Maria Isabel.”

Sworn on the same day as the rest, and asked where he was enrolled in the said ship, in
what situation, what cargo they took, and whither they were bound ? he said that he was
enrolled in the city of Cadiz as a seaman, from which” port they exported Peninsula pro-
duce, bound to St. Thomas, where they remained two months, ‘at the expiration of which
time they set sail, in ballast, for the Habana, without having touched at any of the inter-
mediate ports on their passage :—asked if he had obtained any intelligence of the abode
of the captain and crew of the said ship, and if it be certain that in the said ship negroes
were brought in illicit commerce, and introduced by this or other ports of the island? he
said that he knows nothing of the said captain or crew, and that no slaves were brought or
landed by the said ship, as he repeats they left St. Thomas in ballast, entering this harbour
in that same manner; all which 1s the truth, on hig oath,

(signed)  Aniceto Segura,

(21.)—Deposition of Pedro Plaza, a Seaman of the brig “ Maria Isabel.”

Sworn on the same day as the rest, and asked where he was enrolled in the said ship, in
what situation, what cargo they took, and whither they were bound? he said, that he was
enrolled in Cadiz as a seaman, whence they exported goods of the country, bound to
St. Thomas, where they remained two months, at the expiration of which time they set
sail, in ballast, for this port, without having touched at any intermediate one on their
voyage :—asked if it be certain that negroes were brought in the ship aforesaid, and landed
in this or any other port of the island ? he said, that he neither saw negroes in the ship
aforesaid, nor heard that any such had been landed in this or in any other port; all which
is the truth, on his oath.

(signed) Pedro Plaza.

(22.)—Deposition of Thomas Perez, a Seaman of the brig “ Maria Isabel.”

Sworn as the rest on the same day, and asked where he was enrolled in the said ship, in
what situation, what cargo they took, and whither they were bound? he said that he was
enrolled. in the city of Cadiz as a seaman, from which port they exported produce of the
country, bound to St. Thomas, where they remained, in his opinion, two months, or there-
abouts, at the expiration of which time they sailed, bound to this port, in ballast, without
having touched at any of the intermediate ones in their voyage :—asked if it be certain
that negroes were brought in the ship aforesaid, and landed in this or any other port of the
island ? he said that he neither saw negroes therein, nor heard that they were landed there-
from in this or any other port, inasmuch as the voyage to this place, as before stated, was
performed in ballast, without touching at any intermediate port; all which is the truth, on
his cath. '

(signed) Thomas Perez.

(23.)>—Deposition of Antonio Marquez, a Seaman of the brig « Maria Isabel.”

Sworn as the rest on the same day, and asked where he was enrolled in the said ship, in
what situation, what cargo they took, and whither they were bound ? he said that he was
onrolled in the city of Cadiz as a seaman, from which port they exported produce of the
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Peninsula, bound to St. Thomas, where they remained, in his opinion, two months, at the
expiration of which period they sailed for this port, in ballast, without having touched at
any of the intermediate harbours on their passage :—asked if he had obtained any intel-
ligence of the abode of the captain, pilots, and other individuals of the crew of the Isabel,”
and if it be certain that in the said ship negroes were brought in illicit traffic, and intro-
duced at this or other ports of this island? he said, that he knows not the abode of the
individuals about whom he is asked, and that he never saw negroes in the ship, or heard
that they were introduced in illicit traffic at this or any other port; all which 1s the truth,

on his oath.
(signed)  Antonio Margues.

(24.)~Deposition of Jose Falsero, a Seaman of the brig Maria Isabel.”

(The deposition of this person is verbatim the same as the last.)

(25.)—Deposition of Antonio Fernandez, of the brig « Maria Isabel.”

( Verbatim the same as the last.)

(26.)—Deposition of Manuel Garcia, a Seaman of the brig  Maria Isabel.”
(Verbatim the same as the Iasf.)

(27.)—Deposition of Antonio Manuel, a Seaman of the brig « Maria Tsabel.”

(Verbatim the same as the last.)

(28.)—Deposition of Teodora Dominguez, a Seaman of the brig ¢ Maria Isabel.”
(Verbatim the same as the last.)

(29.)—Deposition of Antonio Ranca, a Seaman of the brig ¢ Maria Isabel.”
(Verbatim the same as the last.)

(30.—Report of the Adjutant of the Registers in the case of the brig  Maria Isabel.”

Habana, August 26, 1826.
Fifteen depositions from as many individuals of the crew of the Spanish brig Maria
Tsabel,” form the proof in this proceeding ; proving that the expedition of that ship was
formed in the port of Cadiz, whence it sailed, exporting Peninsular produce, destined to

St. Thomas ; that, in effect, having arrived at that place, they remained there two months,

bargaining for their merchandise, and left for this port in ballast, in which manner they
arrived here ; and after a few days, having sold the ship according to order, and captain
Cardell not having been accused of any irregularity in respect of his voyage, returned to
the port of his departure without obstacle or inconvenience, undoubtedly to give an account
of his commission to the capitalists, masters and freighters of the vessel. It does not
appear in any way that the said brig ¢ Maria Isabel,” was on the coast of Africe, nor that
the slaves spoken of were brought in her to or landed by her in any of the ports of this
island, inasmuch as the last port she touched at was St. Thomas, and this of the Habana
was her port of arrival, without its being proved that she touched at any of the intermediate
ports, where it might be suspected that she had taken in negroes, and even had she so
touched, it could never amount to more than a supposition. Certain it is, that the captain,
Don Baltesar Cardell, charged as culpable in this affair, has not appeared in judgment,
inasmuch as he could not do so; but if we recur to the uncertainty of the testimony, looking
at the proofs already given, he must be pronounced to be innocent : a fact declared by all
the witnesses present, who gave account of all his actions, and no other testimony is againt
him but the accusation of the British Commissioners. For the same reasons just men-
tioned, it has been impossible to examine the diary of navigation of Cardell, and although
the inspection of it is, in my opinion, out of the construction of the royal order of the
2d of January of the present year, if its literal meaning be attended to, because the ship
never appears to have come from the coast of Africa, nevertheless that diary would have
been inspected from an anxiety to fulfil the sovereign commands, and to see if any indication
could be found to warrant the accusation of the Pritish Commissioners, made assuredly for
the cause of humanity. The royal patent of navigation and roll of the ¢ Isabel,” which
I now have before me, contain nothing to invalidate the testimony of the witnesses, but on
the contrary go to prove all their declarations. In consequence of all which, in my judg-
raent, I conceive that, for the present, Don Baltasar Cardell, late captain of the Spanish
merchant brig « Maria Isabel,” is free from the charge which has given rise to these pro-
ceedings. But, nevertheless, as it is impossible to accomplish legally the two circum-
stances indicated in paragraphs 3d and 4th of this Report, either in original or by testimony,
this bundle of documents ought to be sent to the captain-general of the department of San
Fernando, and also a copy of the said royal order, in case it should not have been com-
municated to him, that he may be pleased to complete the proceedings, which cannot be
done here, and send them, when finished, to our lord the king, for the resolution of his
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soyereign pleasure, for although this way of proceeding is, in some degree, opposed to the
spirit of the royal order aforesaid, lest 1t should be held to be an extraordinary case, and
one unexplained in the royal order, it appears to me that there will be no difficulty in
adopting this measure, inasmuch as it has been impossible to give the corresponding iflus-

‘tration to the business, since the supposed culprit 1s in the same place where the last cog-

nizance was taken of the fact; in this state I place it in your hands, Sir, for the corresponding

effects.
(signed) B. M. Pacheco.

(31.)——The Commandant General of the Registers to the Commandant General of Marine,

Excellent Sir, Habana, 29th August 1826,

Tsend to you the proceedings instituted by the navy lieutenant, Don B. M. Pacheco,
adjutant to this commandancy under my charge, that you may be pleased thereupon to
order whatever may be your supreme pleasure.

God preserve, &c.

The Commandant General of Marine, (signed) | Joze De Alcala,

(32.)—Decree of the Auditor of War and Marine.
Habana, goth August 1826,

Let this bundle of papers be sent for the information of the commandant-general of marine
registers in this always most faithful city of the Habana, that he may declare what he may
deem necessary on its merits and statements; and that done, let it be sent to the Oidor
honorary Fiscal of this station, to be considered by him.

(signed)  Ponce De Leon.

The Commandant General of the Registers.

¢33.)—~The Commandant General of the Registers to the Auditor General of Marine.

Excellent Sir, Habana, 31st August 1826.

. The present proceedings to investigate the conduct of Don Baltasar Cardell, late of the
Spanish merchant vessel ¢ Maria Isabel,” having been examined as to his last voyage, from
his leaving this port till his return to it on the 3d of July preceding, and in the same manner
the patent and roll of the said ship having been most scrupulously examined, which are
both deposited in the office of these registers under my charge, I find the whole conformable
to and agreeing with the scrupulous Report produced by the officer charged with the form-
ation of the verbal process, and also to the opinion of the said officer placed at the end of
the said Report; and nothing appearing to me necessary to add, I return it to the hands
of your excellency for the measures necessary to be definitively taken.

: (signed) Joze De Alcala.
The ‘Auditor General of Marine,

(84.)—Certificate of the Notary.

» On the zoth day of the month of September, said year, I the undersigned notary, attest
that the Oidor Fiscal of marine, Don Manuel Coimbra, has returned this bundle of papers,
in consequence of the sickness under which he labours, to the end that the commandant-

general may be pleased to appoint and select a lawyer of his confidence, to whom the pend-

ing opinion being submitted he may pass sentence; for which reason the fiscal of the
cause delivered the papers to the commandant-general, which has actually taken place.

(signed) Francisco Mosquera.

(35.’)—.7T}1e dommandant General of Registers to the Commandant General of Marine.

Excellent Sir, Habana, September 21, 1826.

1 enclose to you. the verbal process, ordered to be institated to investigate the conduct
of Don Baltasar Cardell, captain and first pilot of the Spanish merchant brig ¢ Maria
Isabel,” in consequence of the Oidor Fiscal of this station not having been able to fulfil his
duty; by reason of sickness, under which he now suffers, as is shown by the certificate of
the notary of the cause, that you may be pleased to elect a lawyer, who may fulfil the
functions of fiscal, in consequence of the inability of the person holding that office.

God preserve, &c.

(signed)  Joze de Alcala,
The Commandant-General of Marine,
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(36.)—Opinion of the Fiscal.

Habana, September 25, 1826.

The Fiscal states, that some time after the Spanish merchant brig ¢ Maria Isabel,” pro-
ceeding from Cadiz and St. Thomas, had arrived here, and her captain, Don Baltasar Car-
dell, had returned, and his people dispersed, information was received, by a-communica-
tion from the captain-general, that the gentlemen of the Mixed Commission, H. T. Kilbee
and W. S. Macleay, judges thereof, had accused him of having brought his vessel to this
port, after having disembarked a cargo of negroes on the coast of this island. On this
information solely, deprived of every other proof, or appearance of it, the verbal process
was proceeded with, as is manifested in this proceeding, merely in consideration of the high
respect and strict observance dueto the treaty between his Majesty the King our Lord, and
the King of Great Britain, although the case is not included in its articles, nor even in the
royal order of the 2d of January last, inasmuch as the brig * Maria [sabel,” neither came
from the coast of Africa, nor were data afforded to cause- it to be strongly suspected of
having brought negroes, or introduced them, in illicit traffic. Nevertheless, every step has
been taken to inquire into the truth of the fact of criminality alleged, by examining that
part of the crew which could be got at, and also the royal patent and roll, which were
placed in this commandancy of registers ; but, far from the slightest proof of criminality
being adduced, it appears evident that the ship proceeded from the port of Cadiz, exporting
Peninsular produce, which was sold in St. Thomas, and that, from that last port it sailed to
that of the Habana, without touching at any of the intermediate places, where at least its
traffic in the slave trade might be presumed. There is no doubt that the captain was not
present, and that no examination of the diary of his navigation took place, on account of
his having returned to Cadiz, by reason of the sale of his vessel ; and, although further
inquiry in this case appears unnecessary, as not being comprehended in the royal order
aforesaid, notwithstanding the measure may be adopted, which is proposed by the officer
charged with the process, for the final result thereof. In this conviction, the fiscal is of
opinion, that, three certified copies of these papers being taken, one for the-archives,
another for the secretaria, and the third in duplicate, information may be given to the
captain-general of the department of San Fernando, also accompanied by a copy of the
royal order of last January, to the end that the examination of Captain Cardell having
been gone through, and his diary inspected, his excellency may mform the King our
Lord of all the case, for his sovereign determination; and that also, by -the original
thereof, information may be sent to the captain-general of this always most faithful island,
as to the result of the business, for the corresponding purposes.—However, you will
determine what you may judge to be best. ) :

(signed) De Calvo.

(37.)—Opinion of the Auditor of War and Marine.

Habana, September 27, 1826.

The Auditor has again examined these papers with the attention they deserve, and is
persuaded that the object is fulfilled which was proposed by the captain-general in his
letter, dated 24th of July last, placed in the first page of these papers, to which other
proceedings are not wanting to increase the necessary substantiation, which is agreed in
by the principal commandant of the registers of seamen in this most faithful capital, the
navy captain, Don Joze Alcala, in his information ; by the officer charged with the inves-
tigation, the navy lieutenant and adjutant of the said commandancy of registers, Don B. M.
Pacheco, in his report and judgment ; and by the fiscal of the royal junta of revision of
this marine, Don F. de Calvo, in his antecedent representation ; except it be by the decla-
ration on oath of Don Baltasar Cardell, late captain of the private Spanish brig ¢ Maria
Isabel,” absent, as is said, in the city of Cadiz. It is my opinion that you may order the
said captain-general’s letter of 24th July of this year to be answered, enclosing to him
this original process, after having taken three copies, one for the archives, one for the
secretaria of the commandancy-general, and the other to be transmitted in duplicate to our
Lord the King, through the proper medium, that he may command thereupon, according to
his sovereign determination. .
: (signed)  Antonio Ponce de Leon y Morato.

(38.)—Don J. B. Topete to the Captain General of Cuba.

Most Excellent Sir, - Habana, November 23, 1826,

In conformity with the opinion of the auditor of war and marine, I address to your excel-
lency the original verbal process, instituted to investigate the conduct of the captain and
first pilot of the Spanish merchant brig “ Maria Isabel,” in consequence of the complaints
made by the gentlemen of the British Mixed Commission, accusing him of improper use
of his last voyage, by introducing into ports of this island, negroes of the 1111c1!§ slave trade,
in reply to your official letter of the 24th of July last, to the end that you may inform your-
self of the result. God preserve, &c.
v (signed)  Juan Bapt. Topete.
The Most Excellent the Captain General, ‘ _ ,
‘ &e.  &e.  &e.

5.42.
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—_— i (39)—The Auditor General of War to the Captain General.

2d Enclosure
in N° 21.
(Translation.)

Most Excellent Sir, Habana, November 27, 1826,

The accusation made by the gentlemen of the British Mixed Cc?mmis.sion to your excel-
lency, namely by H. T. Kilbee and W. S. Macleay, as to the Spanish brig “ Maria Isabel
having entered this port in ballast, from Saint Thomas, after having disembarked the
negroes it carried on board on the coasts of this island, was transmitied by your excellency
to the commandant-general of this station. The investigation having been entered upon
by the authority charged with that business, and commenced, notwithstanding that the
ship had no appearance of having come from the coast of Africa, the most complete proof
has resulted from the proceedings in the Tribunal of Marine, that not the slightest evidence
exists to substantiate the crime alleged. In this idea, and for the reasons stated by the
auditor in the similar proceedings of the schooner “ Dichosa,” and the schooner ¢ Minerva,”
it is advisable that, the evidence on this case being collected, it may be sent, together
with that on the two aforesaid schooners, to give information to His Majesty, for his
sovereign determination. Your excellency, nevertheless, will do what you judge to be best.

‘ (signed) Felipe Martinez.
His Excellency the Captain General,
&e. &e. &Ke.

Verbal process commanded to be instituted to investigate the conduct of the Captain
-and First Pilot of the Spanish merchant-schooner, named “ La Dichosa,” Don Ramon
Torres y Conde, during its VOEage from Cadiz to this port, touching at St. Thomas,
whom' the gentlemen of the Bntish Mixed Commission have accused as suspected
of having introduced, through the ports of the coast of this island, a portion of
African negroes of the illicit slave trade.

(1.)—The Captain General to the Commandant General of Marine.

Most Excellent Sir, Habana, July 24, 1826.

Iaddress to your excellency the translatior of the official letter of Messrs. H. T. Kilbee
and W. 8. Macleay, judges of the Mixed Commission, in order that, after due considera-~
tion on what they set forth, you may be pleased to direct what you may deem properin
the affair of the brig “ Maria Isabel,” and the schooner “Santo Christo de la Salud,”
alias “La Dichosa,” in ballast, coming from St. Thomas, accused of having disembarked
the negroes which it had on board on the coasts of this island,

God preserve, &e.
The Commandant General of Marine. (signed) Francisco Dionisio Vives.

(2.)—Decree of the Commandant, General of the Registers.

Let the adjutant of these registers, the navy lieutenant, Don Bartolome Marques Pacheco,
proceed to the verbal process to investigate the facts alluded toin this letter and document
enclosed, giving an account thereof by extract and judgment.

(signed) Alcala.

(3.)—The British Commissioners to the Captain General of Cuba.

Sir, Habana, July 22, 1826,

Since we had last the honour of addressing your excellency, we have observed the arrival
of two Spanish ships, announced in the public papers as having arrived in ballast, coming
from St. Thomas, which it is well known had previously disembarked cargoes of negroes
on the coasts of this island. The names of these ships are the brig *“ Maria [sabel,” and
the schooner “Santo Christo de la Salud,” alias “ La Dichosa.” ~This last was boarded
a few days ago by a British cruizer, but was not detained because the commanding officer
saw that he could not produce legal proof that it had disembarked a cargo of slaves,
although he was well convinced of the fact. We believe it to be our duty to represent these
cases to our government, of which we now have the honour to apprize your excellency.

We avail ourselves of this opportunity, &e.

(signed)  H. T. Kilbee.
His Excellency the Captain General. W. 8. Macleay.

(4)—Appointment of Francisco Mosquera, as Notary.

. Habana, August 3, 1826.
In virtue of the preceding documents, I proceed to institute the following verbal process
to investigate the facts to which these papers refer, and it being my duty to nominate
a notary, I select the artilleryman, Francisco Mosquera, in preference, who, admonished of
- -the
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the duty which lie contracts, accepts, swears, and promises under the legal oath to preserve
faithfully and secretly all that he transacts in his office ; that all which may appear, he has

sioned this paper with me,
signe pap (signed) B. M. Pacheco.
F. Mosquera,

(5-)—Deposition of Joze Morales, a Seaman of the Schooner « La Dichosa.”

Habana, August 20, 1826.

On the 2oth day of the said month appeared the deponent, now present, and under his
legal oath, said, that his name was Jozé Morales, a seamen, and that he belonged to the
Spanish merchant scheoner ¢ La Dichosa :”—asked in what port he was enrolled, and to
what points they sailed ? he said, that he was enrolled in the port of Cadiz, bound for
St. Thomas in ballast, and from that last place to the Havannah, in the aforesaid manner :—
asked, if in that last passage they touched at any of the ports of this island, and for what
cause they did so, and if it was to introduce a portion of African negroes of the illicit slave
trade 2—he said, that they only entered into Bahai-honda because the Captain of the ship
was very sick, as well as two sailors, who remained to take care of him ; that they afterwards
came to this port under convoy of the “Mars” and “ Bellona,” without the deponent
having the slightest knowledge that negroes were on board his vessel, as he is interrogated :
that the aforesaid is the truth which he affirms and ratifies under his oath, being twenty-
six years of age, and not knowing how to sign, he made the mark of the cross, and signed
it with the fiscal and present notary.

(signed) ba  Joze Morales.

(6.)—Deposition of Bartolome Villarino, a Seaman of the Schooner “ La Dichosa.”

Habana, August 20, 1826.

Subsequently, and on the same day, appeared the present deponent, and, under oath,
said, that his name was Bartolome Villarino, a seaman, belonging to the Spanish merchant
schooner named “ La Dichosa :”—asked in what port he was enrolled, whither they went,
and with what cargo, and if they went straightway, or touched at any of the intermediate
ports ? he said, that he was enrolled in the port of Cadiz, going straight to St. Thomas in
ballast, where they remained three months in his opinion, departing from the said port for
that of Habana in the same manner in which they had sailed from Cadiz:—asked, if in
that last passage they arrived at any of the ports of this island, what cause induced them
s0 to do, and, 1f so, if they introduced there any portion of African negroes of the illicit
slave trade ? he said, that they only touched in the port of Bahia-honda in consequence of
the serious illness of their captain, who remained in the said port with two mariners of the

crew of the ship, returning to the Habana in company with the brig “ Mars” and schooner

“ Bellona,” without his having seen or known any thing about the African negroes con-
cerning whom he is interrogated ; all which is true on his oath.

(signed)  Bartolome Villarino.

(7.)—Deposition of Joze Antonio del Villar, Pilot of the Schooner “ La Dichosa.”

Habana, August 7, 1826.

On the 7th day of the said month appeared the present deponent, who being sworn, said
that his name is Antonio del Villar, second pilot of the Spanish merchant schooner « La
Dichosa *—asked, in what port the expedition of the said ship was formed, whither they
were bound, and with what cargo ?—He said, that the expedition was formed in the port of
Cadiz, whence they departed in ballast, beund for 8t. Thomas, where they sailed straight-
way, without touching elsewhere :—Asked, how long they stayed in St. Thomas, what cargo
they carried, and to what port they steered, and if they touched at any of the intermediate
ports of this island on their way thither ?—He said, that they remained at St. Thomas about
four months, setting off for this port in the same manner in which they left Cadiz, and that
they only touched at Bahia-honda, on the north coast of this island, in consequence of the
sickness of the captain, whom they left in that port, going afterwards to that of the Habana,
in company with the brigs “ Mars ” and ¢ Bellona:”—Asked, if it be true that in his ship
slaves from Africa, of the illicit trade, were introduced into the said Bahia-honda, or into
any other port of the island 7-—He said, that neither in Bahia-honda, nor elsewhere, were
any slaves introduced by his ship, inasmuch as the said ship left all the ports it sailed from
in ballast, as he has before said, and entered in like manner :—asked, if he knows the place
where the captain now resides, if, at his departure from the ship he gave up his diary, and
where it is, as he who deposes now oughtto have it ?—He said, that he does not know the
abode of the captain, knowing merely In an extra-judicial manner that he is getting better
of his sickness in a farm-house near this city, that he did not leave him his diary, which he
supposes he took with his baggage, and that the one which belongs to him, for which he is
asked, is the one now exhibited mn this act; all which is the truth on his oath.

(signed)  ~Joze Antonio-del Villar.

SPAIN.



SPAIN.

208 CLASS B. CORRESPONDIENCE

(8.)—Deposition of Alberto Sanchez, Mate of the Schooner “ La Dichosa.”

Sworn, and asked in what port he was enrolled, whither he was bound, and with what
cargo !—He said, that he was enrolled in the harbour of Cadiz, bound to St. Thomas in
ballast, and from the said port, where they remained, inhis idea, three months, they returned .
to Habana in the same manner in which they left Cadiz :—Asked if, from the said port of
St. Thomas, or from any other, they brought on board their ship any slaves of the illicit
trade, introducing them into this or any other port of the coasts of this island ?—He said,
that neither from St. Thomas, nor from any other port, were black slaves brought by his
ship, or introduced into this island at any of its ports, inasmuch as, although they touched
at Bahia-honda, it was with the double reason of avoiding the chase of a privateer, and of
leaving the captain on shore, in consequence of the heavy illness under which he laboured,
two seamen of the crew also remaining to attend him, when the ship subsequently departed
for this port in company with the ships of war “ Mars” and “ Bellona;” all which is the

truth on his oath. (signed) Alberto Sunchez.

(9. y—Deposition of Antonio Cutrin, Steward of the Schooner ¢ La Dichosa.”

Sworn, and asked, in what port the expedition of the said ship was formed, whither
bound, and with what cargo ?2—He said, that he was enrolled in the port of Cadiz, where the
expedition was formed, bound to St. Thomas in pallast, where they remained, in his opinion,
two months, more or less, returning to this port of the Habana in the same manner : —Asked
if at St. Thomas, or at any other port, previously or subsequently, they took on board black
negroes of the illicit trade, introducing them into this port, orinto any other of this island ?
He said, that they took on board no negroes, neither at St. Thomas nor elsewhere, as they
only touched at Bahia-honda to avoid a suspiciqus sail, and to leave there the captain who
was sick, which they did, two seamen being left with him to attend him, after which the
ship returned to this aforesaid port, under escort of the brigs of war “ Bellona” and “ Mars;”

all which is the truth on his oath. (signed) Antonio Cutrin.

(10.)—Deposition of Joze Rubio, Carpenter of the Schooner “ La Dichosa.”

Habana, August 12, 1826.
Sworn, and asked, on. the 12th of the said month, same year, in what port the expedition
of the said ship was formed, whither bound, and with what cargo?—He said that the expe-
dition was formed in Cadiz, whence they steered to St. Thomas in ballast, where they re-
mained from three to four months, at the expiration of which they departed in the same
manuer, bound to this port, and having run alongside the Bahia-honda, by reason of a strange

‘sail and the captain’s sickness, they entered the said port, where they disembarked the said

captain, going afterwards to this port under convoy of the brigs of war “ Mars” and “ Bel-
lona ’—Asked, if in his ship any black slaves had been brought and introduced, illicitly,
into Bahia-honda, or in any other port of this island ?—He said, that he neither saw nor
heard that any slaves were brought or disembarked, as he is interrogated, inasmuch as all
the voyage from Cadiz to this port was performed in ballast, as before said, without having
touched at any other port of this island, excepting Bahia-honda, with the object above ex-

pressed ; all which is the truth on his oath. (signed) Joze Rubio.

(11.)—Deposition of Ramon Torres y Conde, Captain and Pilot of the Schooner
“ La Dichosa.”

Habana, August 14, 1826.

Sworn on the 14th day of said month, said year, and asked in what port the expedition
of the said ship was formed, whither they were bound, aud with what cargo?—He said,
that the expedition of the said ship was formed in Cadiz, whence they sailed in ballast,
bound to St. Thomas, intending to take in a cargo of cocoa to export to this port, and
having remained at St. Thomas about four months, and seen that the purchase of the said
article of cocoa would not be productive, and no otherline of licit traffic being open, he de-
termined to steer to this port of the Havannah, doing so in ballast as he had left Cadiz:—
Asked, if, in the passage from St. Thomas to this port they touched at any of the interme-
diate ports of this island, and if so, if they disembarked therein a portion of African negroes
of the illicit slave trade 7—He said, that being on the north coast of this island, near Bahia-
honda, and perceiving a strange sail which gave them chase, and being also very sick in
health, he told the pilot to make for the said port, with the double intent of escaping the
said cruizer, and getting on shore himself to find medicines, which on board he could not
find ; but that neither by that port, nor by any other, were black slaves, about whom he is
asked, introduced by the ship he commanded, inasmuch as he sailed constantly in ballast,
for the reasons before set forth :—Asked, if he kept in his possession the diary of naviga-
tion, which he ought to have kept conformably to law, in which case he is to exhibit it 7—
He said, that on landing in Babia-honda, he left it on board of the schooner with his
baggage, and on reaching this city, he could not meet with it, as it was mislaid, with other
things which he missed, among his personal effects, but that it is probable that the book of
entries is in the hands of his second pilot ; all which is the truth on his oath.

(signed) Ramon Torres y Conde,
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{12.)—Deposition of Franco Moya, the Cook of the Schooner “ La Dichosa.”

Habana, August 14, 1826.

‘Sworn on the same day, and asked, in what port he was enrolled in said ship, whither
pound, and with what cargo? he said, that he was enrolled in the port of Cadiz, whence
they sailed in ballast for St. Thomas, where they remained about four months, after which
time they again returned in ballast for the Habana, and being near Bahia-honda, by reason
of a strange sail in sight, and of the illness of the captain, they resolved to enter the said
port, to avoid being overtaken by the corsair, and to land the sick captain, which they did,
two sailors being left with him to attend him; after which, in convoy of the brigs of war
« Mars” and “ Bellona,” they set sail for this port,as soon as the opportunity offered :——
asked, if in the said Bahia-honda, or in any other port, they introduced African negroes
of the illicit trade ? he said, that they touched at no other port than Bahia-honda, and that
there they introduced no African negroes, inasmuch as their voyages were all performed in
ballast, without any cargo ; all which is truth on his oath.
: (signed) Franco Moya.

(18.)--Opinion of the Adjutant of the Registers.

. Habana, August 15, 1826.

The mercantile expedition of the Spanish schooner “ Dichosa” was formed in the port
of Cadiz, destined to that of the Habana, bound to that of St. Thomas, wherein having
remained about four months, arranging matters of interest and business, of speculations in
licit articles of trade, and not having found any to export with advantage, it ‘set sail in
ballast to this port aforesaid, in the same manner that it had left Cadiz. On arriving at
Bahia-honda, on the northern coast of this island, they were obliged to anchor, with the
double object of escaping from a ship, which, at a distance, appeared by its manceuvres to
be suspicious, and of landing Captain Conde, who at that time was very sick, which they
did, coming finally to this port, under convoy of the brigs of war “ Mars” and “ Bellona,”
as soon as the opportunity offered of putting themselves under their protection. Thus it
appears, from the book of entries of the pilot of the said schooner, which I have seen, and
by the testimonies of eight witnesses, which have been taken in this verbal process, all of
whom are belonging to the ¢ Dichosa,” as her crew, from which not the slightest proof is
deduced to awaken suspicion as to that ship having conducted African negroes on board,
or introduced them into this island, since it does not appear that they touched at any
places but those mentioned ; and, therefore, in my opinion, no charge is made out against
the captain of the ¢ Dichosa,” Don Ramon Torres y Conde, as to making a bad use of his
voyage, whereof he is accused by the English Commissioners, in their letter ,of the 22d
July, foregoing, wherein also they allow that they had found no positive proof of the crime

imputed to him. I pass every thing in proper state to the hands of your excelleney,. for

your information and corresponding purposes. , o
(signed) B. M. Packeco.

(14.)—Notice of the Adjutant of the Registers.

Habana, August 15, 1826.
Take notice, that I am preparinga separate process, as is my duty, in the affair of the
brig ¢ Maria Isabel.” :
(signedy  B. M. Pacheco.

(15.)—The Commandant General of the Registers to the Commandant General
of Marine.
Excellent Sir, . Habana, August 16, 1826..
In compliance with what you direct me to do, by your decree of the 1st instant, in the
official letter of the governor and captain-general of this island, as set forth at the beginning
of the measures instituted by the naval adjutant of these registers, Don B. M. Pacheco,
1 enclose them to you for your guidance in the affair of the Spanish schooner “ Dichosa.”
God preserve, &c.
Senor Don Angel Laborde. (signed) Joze de Alcala,

(16.)—The Auditor General of Marine to the Commandant, General of 'Registérs.

Excellent Sir, Habana, August 19, 1826.
After having examined attentively the present documents, it is of consequence that-you
should cause the diary of the pilot of the Spanish schooner named “ Dichosa™ to be
given to the navy captain, commandant of the seamen’s registers in this ever faithful
capital, Don Joze Alcala, and to the oidor honorary fiscal of this station, to the end that
these gentlemen may inform themselves, and state what to them appears advisable. -
(signed)  Anionio Ponce de Leop,
The Commandant General of Registers. o v

542.

SPAIN.



SPAIN.

210 CLASS B. CORRESPONDENCE

(17.)—The Commandant General of Registers to the Auditor General of Marine.

Excellent Sir, Habana, August 22; 1826,

In consequence of the letter of your excellency, which precedes, I have examined the
diary enclosed, since no other belonging to the pilot of the schooner ¢ Dichosa ™ has been
resented, and I find every thing therein conformable with the scrupulous examination
which the adjutant of these registers, the naval lientenant, Don B. M. Pacheco, has carried
on, to clear up this matter; and it is my duty to tell you that, whether from abuse, want
of formality, or other causes impossible to prevent in merchant vessels, especially in those
of small burden, the pilots preserve only the book of entries, and, provided they have no
opportunity of noting their extracts in the diary, it is their practice, only 1o note the
course, embarkations, and other remarkable events, on a slate, whence they enter it in
the diary ; and that is all I have to say to you at present, returning you the said
documents, ‘
(signed)  Joze de Alcals.
The Auditor General of Marine.

(18.)—Opinion of the Oidor Fiscal of Marine.

Habana, September 1, 1826.

The Fiscal reports that, having recovered from his late illness, he has busied himself
with this bundle of papers, and, according to his opinion, depositions ought further to be
taken, in addition, from the commanders of the brigs “ Mars” and * Bellona,” intrasted
with the protection of the coasting trade to leeward of this port, in order to avoid all kind:
of abuse, as a duty of these gentlemen, and in compliance with the treaties on the com-
merce of the coast of Africa, and that the same pught punctually to be exacted from Don
Ramon Torres y Conde, in consequence of the examination of these papers, as to his being
required to give up his diary of navigation, supposed to be mislaid, should it be again
found, and also his royal patent and roll of the ship, all which should be sent for the infor-
mation of the principal commandant of these registers, the captain of the navy, Don Joze
Alcala, that, on the merits of the aforesaid papers, he may direct what he may deem best,
in order to comply with the decree wherein this is communicated.

(signed) Cotmbra.

(19.)—Declaration of Don Juan del Rio, Commander of the Brig « Mars.”

Being called, in conformity with the above opinion, on his word of honour to speak
truth in all points that should be asked him, he said, that on the 17th or 18th of last July,
he saw the brig ¢ Bellona,” which was leaving Bahia-honda, escorting the eonvoy of the
leeward, which ship he joined, and they entered Cabanas together, into which port came
also a Spanish sehooner coming from Cadiz, and subsequently an English schooner of war,
which was attempting to reconnoitre her; but as she was convoyel by the « Bellona,™”
the commander of that ship would not suffer it to be done, notwithstanding that the
English boat had run alongside to put it into effect, on which account there were sharp dis-
putes between the English and Spanish ships; the former, insisting that the sehooner had
negroes on board, would not desist ; whereupon, for harmony’s sake, the commander of the
“ Bellona” went with the Englishman and the deponent on board the Spanish schooner, in
order to be convinced that no such negroes were on board. This done, he set sail for the
outside of the port; the said eonvoy, the “ Mars” and « Bellona,” afterwards conducting
to this port the Spanish schooner, along with all the rest of the coasting vessels ; and that
the said schooner, as appears, was called “ La Dichosa:” all which is the truth, on his.
word of honour.

(signed)  Juan del Rio.

“(20.)—Declaration of Ramon Torres y Conde, Captain of the Schooner « Dichosa.””

Habana, September 6, 1826.

On the 6th day of the said month and year, appeared the captain of the said schooner, and
being warned of the responsibility he was placed under by the preceding opinion of the
oidor honorary fiscal of marine, Don Manuel Coimbra, informed thereof, he said, that he
had nothing to add to what he had said before In his deposition in this process, inasmuch
as, having remained sick in Bahia-honda, and much of his baggage and papers having been
lost when he came to this place again, and amongst other things the diary of his navigation,
for which he is asked anew, he has done every thing in his power to recover it, but in vain,
as the said document is not forthcoming ; and having nothing else on this business to say,
he signs this.

(signed) Ramon Torres y Conde.
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{21.)—Declaration of Don Dionisio Guiral, Commander of the Schooner ¢ Bellona.”

Subsequently went to the house inhabited by the navy lieutenant, Don D. Guiral, where
he lies sick, and having appeared, he offered, on his word of honour, to speak the truth
in whatever he should be asked as to this matter; which being done, he said, that when he
entered Bahia-honda, on the 12th or 13th of July last, as was agreed with the vessels under
his convoy, he found the Spanish merchant schooner “ Dichosa” anchored in that port,
having come from Cadiz and arrived at that port with the double intention of avoiding
a brig which gave her chase, and of landing the captain, who was siek, as also some
mariners in a like situation ; being told of all these circumstances by the relation given to

him by the second of the said schooner, which was subsequently confirmed by the certificate

of the sub-delegate of marine of that district, and the said vessel having demanded convoy,
it was granted to her, and sail was set five or six days afterwards, and on reaching Cabanas,
he observed an English schooner of war reconnoitring the said vessel on sail, the English
captain having previously demanded if the ship was under my convoy, to which I replied

in the affirmative, and proceeded to Cabanas, where I joined the brig of war ¢ Mars;” here.

the English schooner attempted to search the “ Dichosa,” but the captain being informed
by the deponent that such a thing must not be done, he did desist, and came up under sail
to the ¢ Bellona,” which I commanded, saying that it was necessary to search that schooner
by reason of well-founded suspicions: that she had negroes on board, and being replied to
by the deponent, by being asied to come on board his ship to speak of the matter, the
English captain excused himself by saying that he could not do so because his ship was
under sail ; the deponent, in effect, as he was at anchor, then went on board the English
vessel, telling the commander that on no account could he permit the attempted search, as
he was without orders for so doing from his government, that the ¢ Dichosa” was protected
in a Spanish port, under the national flag, by the battery and by ships of war, on which
account his persistance was extraordinary, as well as his having some days before fired
shots and searched ships of his convoy, which deponent did not prevent by opposing force
to force, on account of the distance at which he was, and of the slow sailing of the ship
under his command ; but that, nevertheless, to avoid further damage, and not to augment
suspicions by obstinate refusal, he was willing to go with him on board the said ship
« Dichosa” to search her, and be convinced that she had no negroes concealed ; taking notice
that if it should be so, she should be the prize of the depouent, in fulfilment of the treaties
on this kind of commerce, in which case he would have nothing to do with her; and that,
in effect, having gone to her together, also attended by the commander of the *“ Mars,” the
lieutenant of the navy, Don Juan del Rio, and having put into force the search wished for,
they were satisfied, each returning to his respective ship, and sail being set with the convoy
in the direction of this port, which was effected, and which is all he knows or can say on
this business ; which is the truth, on his word of hunour.

(signed)  Dionisio Guiral.

(22.)—The Adjutant of the Registers to the Commandant General of Registers.

Excellent 8ir, Habana, September 6, 1826.

The final proceedings being gone through, which were deemed conducive to the better
elucidation of the facts, of which this matter is made up, and which are referred to in the
decree of the 2d instant, I pass the whole into the hands of your excellency for the ultimate
corresponding proceedings. _

(signed)  B. M. Pqcheco.

The Commandant General. : :

(23.)—The Commandant General of Registers to the Adjutant of the Registers.

Excellent Sir, Habana, September 7, 1826.

I have seen and examined myself, for the second time, the proceedings, roll and royal
patent, according to the desire of your excellency, without being able to elicit any thin
new from their contents, or differing from what I explained to you in my letter of the
22d of August. But inasmuch as, from the proceedings subsequently adopted by the
officer charged therewith, it is proved beyond a doubt, that the vessels of his Britannic
Majesty frequently behave in a most unpeaceable manner towards our merchant traders,
and also towards the coasting ships, in sight and protection of our ports, forts and ships of
war, such conduct cannot but appear strange to me, nor can I persuade myself that it is
countenanced by a government so enlightened as that of the English nation; in which state,
and having nothing to add to what was stated, in exturact, by the adjutant of these regis-
ters, who illustrated all this business, I pass itall into the hands of your excellency for the
usual purposes. '

(signed) Joze de Alcala,

The Adjutant of the Registers. ,

SPAIN.
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(24.)—Notice of the Notary.

Habana, September 20,. 1826,
On the 20th day of this month and year, I, the undersigned notary, attest, that the oidor
fiscal of marine, Don Manuel Coimbra, has retarned this bundle of papers, in consequence
of the sickness under which he labours, to the end that the commandant-general may be
pleased to appoint and select a lawyer of his confidence, to whom the pending- opinion
being submitted, he may pass sentence ; for which reason the fiscal of the cause delivered
the papers to the commandant-general, which has actually taken place.

(signed) Mosquera.

(25.)—The Commandant General of Registers to the Commandant General of Marine.

Excellent Sir, Habana, September 21, 1826,

I enclose to you, Sir, the verbal process ordered to be formed to investigate the conduct’
of the captain and first pilot of the Spanish schooner * La Dichosa,” Don Ramon Torres
y Conde, in consequence of the oidor fiscal of this station not having been able to fulfil
his duty, by reason of sickness, under which he now suffers, as is shown by the notice of
the notary of the cause, that you may be pleased to elect a lawyer, who may fulfil the
functions of fiscal, in consequence of the inability of the person in that office,

’ God preserve you, &c.
(signed) Joze de Alcala.

The Commandant General of Marine.

(26.)—Opinion of the Fiscal.

Habana, September 25, 1826,

The Fiscal reports, that the treaty for the abolition of the slave-trade would be violated,.
and manifest injustice would be shown, unless in these proceedings every step was taken
to discover reasonable data, whereby to judge whether the ships did introduce and dis-
embark on the coasts slaves of the’illicit traffic, and liability would be incurred of the
authorities being subject to complaint, which, according to the said treaty, is equally to
be guarded against. The gentlemen of the Commission could do no less than bring about
this inquiry, in exact compliance with their duty, in consequence of the official letter or
accusation of the officers of the British cruizer, to which they refer in their letter of the
22d July, notwithstanding that they confess that they can bring no legal proof, as set
forth by the commander of the said cruizer, as regards the schooner “ Dichosa,” to which
this business is confined. Nevertheless, this ministry cannot but remark, that although in
the before-mentioned paper it is stated as 4 notorious fact, that that ship had disembarked
on the coasts of the island its cargo of negroes, the manner of its being effected is not
represented either by witnesses or by other data, which might even plausibly establish the
fact, inasmuch as, in that-accusation without proof, no certainty of the crime alleged can
be deduced. However, the captain-general sent the complaint to the office of the com-
mandant of marine, and, although the case was not included in the treaty, or in the royal
order.of the 2d of January of this year, because the ship did not come from the coast of
Africa, and has not been detained or seized with negroes of that traffic, still the matter was
entered into without delay, by examining the papers and crew, and the two commanders
of the ships « Mars” and * Bellona,” who were present at, and assisted in, the scrupulous
and tedious search made in the port of Cabaiias, by the commander of the said British
cruizer. From that verbal process there does not result or appear any charge against the
schooner “ Dichosa,” or her captain, Don Ramon Toires y Conde, inasmuch as, although
he has not presented his diary of navigation, he has a mosf legitimate excuse for not doing
so, namely, his illness and residence in Bahia-honda, which defect is amply compensated
by the pilot’s entry book and diary, from which, as is asserted by the commandant-
general of these registers, no suspicion is induced that the ship brought or clandestinely
disembarked negroes. From all which considerations, the fiscal is of opinion that the
proceedings are more than sufficient, and that there is no cause to proceed to any other
Investigation, as is regulated by the royal order, already quoted, of the 2d of January;
therefore, that, in the usual form, the original of these papers be transmitted to the captain-
general, particularly stating this determination, for the corresponding purposes, and that
two or three copies certified be reserved in this business, one for the archives, another for
the secretaria, and that by the third information may be given, in duplicate, to our Lord
the King, to the end that, taking the subject into his high consideration, he may deign
to command what he thinks best m the case. But for all this you will determine for t%e

best. (signed) De Calvo.

(27.)—Opinion of the Auditor of War and Marine.

) Habana, September 27, 1826,
The Auditor has again examined these papers with the attention they deserve, and is
rersuaded that the object is fulfilled which was proposed by the captain-general in his
etter, dated 24th of July last, placed in the first page of these papers, to which other pro-
ceedings
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ceedings are not wanting, to increase the necessary substantiation, which is agreed in by
the principal commandant of the registers of seamen in this most faithful capital, the nayv
captain, Don Joze Alcala, in his several informations; by the officer charged with the
investigation, the navy lieutenant and adjutant of the said commandancy of registers,
Don: B, M. Pacheco, in his extract and judgment; and by the fiscal of the royal junta of
revision of this marine, Don F. de Calvo, in his antecedent representation; and it is my
opinion, that you may order the said captain-general’s letter of 24th July of this year teo
be answered ; enclosing to him this original process, after having taken three copies, one
for the archives, one for the secretaria of the commandancy-general, and the other to be
transmitted, in duplieate, to our Lord the King, through the proper medium, that he may
command thereupon, according to his sovereign determimation.

(signed) Ponce de Leon.

(28.)—Don. J. B. Topete to the Captain General of Cuba.

Most Excellent Sir, Habana, September 17, 1826.
In conformity with the opinion of the auditor of war and marine, placed at the end
hereof, I address to your excellency the original process, instituted to investigate the conduct
of the captain and first pilot of the Spanish merchant schooner ¢ La Dichosa,” which the
gentlemen of the British Mixed Commission suspected of having introduced into ports of
this island negroes of the illicit trade: to the end that you may inform. yourself of the
result, and in reply to your official letter of the 24th of last July, at the beginning of these
appers. :
PP God preserve, &ec. :
(signed) Juan B. Topete.
The Captain General of this Island.

(29.)—Opinion of the Auditor General of War.

~ Excellent Sir, Habana, November 21, 1826.

This verbal process has been received, to investigate whether the Spanish merchant
ship “ La Dichosa” had disembarked a cargo of negroes on the coasts of this island, and
therefrom it has resulted that no such disembarkation took place. The letter sent to your
excellency by the British Commissioners, Mr. Kilbee and Mr. Macleay, gave rise to these
proceedings; and, although therein it is stated that the vessel was boarded by an English
cruizer, and not detained, because the officer commanding saw that he could not present
legal proofs of the disembarkation of a cargo of negroes, still he is said to have a thorough
conviction of the fact, and, therefore, the said Commissioners conceive it to be their duty
to bring the case before their government, It is not necessary to be very quick-sighted
to see what is aimed at in these two matters; and it is a most convincing proof of what

your excellency explained to his Majesty, in your representation of the accusation made

against the schooner ¢ The Minerva;” and, as under this.date, the auditor returns the
papers on that matter, it would be highly proper that, at the same time, and jointly, these
documents about the schooner  Dichosa,” may be transmitted to our Lord the King, that
he may deign to command whatever may be his pleasure. Your exceliency, however, will
arrange as you judge best, : ) -
(signed) Felipe Martinez,

Conformable to their originals, which I returned to the office of the captain-general, to
which I refer, and in compliance with what is ordered,. I have caused the present to be
drawn up..

, (signed) . Manuel de la Torre.

Habana, December 22, 1826. :

Ne 22,

Viscount Dudley to the Right Hon, F. Lamb.

Sir, Foreign Office, September 10, 1827.

YOUR Despatches of the slave trade series, up to the 2gth of June, have been
duly received.

I approve of the course which you have taken to bring the whole subject of the
slave trade in Cuba, in one point of view, before the government of his Catholic
Majesty ; and I shall be glad if the plain representation of facts, contained in your
judicious note to M. Salmon on this subject, produces any decisive and satisfactory
result. But this is a consummation which, I own, past experience leads me rather
to desire than to expect.

v S I am, &c.
The Right Hon. Frederick Lamb, v (signed) DUDLEY.
&c.  &c. &c. ' S

543,
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SPAIN: - No 23,
~
Ne 23. The Earl of Dudley to G. Bosanquet, Esq.
Sir, Foreign Office, November 16, 1827,

WITH reference to the correspondence, which you will find in the archives of
His Majesty’s mission at Madrid, relative to illegal slave trade carried on in the -
island of Cuba, I send to you the accompanying copies of two despatches, and of
their enclosures, from his Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havannah *, on the sub-
sect of the arrival of certain British sailors at that port, on board of the Spanish
slave-trading vessel, the ¢ Tres Manuelas.” -

‘His Majesty’s government, under the circumstances above mentioned in these
papers, desire to be considered as not bringing forward this case with a view to the
punishment of the Spanish captain of the “ Tres Manuelas,” for an offence, the
knowledge of which would not have been obtained but for his humanity to those
individuals through whom the evidence against him has come to light.

His Majesty’s government, on the contrary, take this opportunity of expressing,
through the Spanish government, to the captain of the vessel in question, the
grateful sense which they entertain of his humanity and kindness to His Majesty’s
subjects ; but the incontestible proof which the facts afford, in confirmation of the
mass of evidence which has previously been furnished to you, of illegal under-
takings in slaves carried on in Cuba, compel me to desire that you will take this
opportunity of urging the Spanish government to attempt some more efficient measures
than have hitherto been adopted in their colonies, for putting a stop to this
exceeding evil. ‘

I am, &c.
George Bosanquet, Esq. (signed) DUDLEY,
&e. &c. &c.
Ne 24, N° 24.
, The Earl of Dudley to G. Bosanquet, Esq.
Sir, Foreign Office, December 13, 1827.

WITH reference to my despatch to you of the 16th ultimo, on the subject of the
Spanish slave trading vessel, the “ Tres Manuelas,” I transmit to you, for your
information and guidance, the accompanying copy of a despatch, which I have
recently received from His Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havannah*, containing
further particulars upon the same subject ; in which I have particularly to refer
you to the fact, that His Majesty’s Commissioners have been enabled, by a com-
bination of circumstances not likely to occur again, to furnish the captain-general
of Cuba with the depositions, on oath, of four individuals, who had actually
come from the coast of Africa, in a Spanish slave vessel, and had witnessed the
disembarkation of a cargo of slaves in a port of that island ; and having apprized
his Excellency where those individuals were to be found, no attention was paid
to their representations, no examination of the individuals was taken, and the
owners of the vessel were allowed to send her to sea again under the same
master for the purpose (beyond all reasonable doubt) of again engaging in the
same traffic. :

I am, &ec.
George Bosanquet, Ezq. (signed) DUDLEY,
- & & &ec.
Ne 25, N° 25.
G. Bosanquet, Esq. to the Earl of Dudley.—(Received December 21.)
My Lord, ' Madrid, December 6, 1827.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of
the 16th November last, and I enclose copy of a note which I have in consequence
addressed to the government of his Catholic Majesty.

I have, &c.
The Right Hon. Viscount Dudley, (signed) George Bosanguet.
&c. &c.  &c.

* See Class A, N% x14 and 115. + See Class A. N® 120,
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George Bosanquet, Esq. to the Chevalier de Salmon.

Madrid, December 5, 1827.

THE Undersigned, his Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires, with reference to the
representations which have repeatedly been addressed to the government of his Catholic
Majesty, upon the subject of the illegal slave trade carried on in Cuba, has the honour to
transmit to his excellency the Chevalier de Salmon copies of two despatches, and of their
enclosures, received from his Britannic Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havannah, on the
subject of the arrival of certain British sailors in that port, on board the Spanish slave
trading vessel “Tres Manuelas.”

Under the circumstances mentioned in these papers, the undersigned is directed to state,
that His Majesty’s government desire to be considered as not bringing forward this case
with a view to the punishment of the Spanish captain of the ¢ Tres Manuelas,” for an
offence, the knowledge of which would not have been obtained but for his humanity to
those individuals through whom the evidence against him has come to light. ,

On the contrary, His Majesty’s government take this opportunity of expressing, throngh
that of his Catholic Majesty, to the captain of the vessel in question, the grateful sense
which they entertain of his humanity and kindness to His Majesty’s subjects; but they
cannot avoid observing, at the same time, that these facts afford incontestible proof, in con-
firmation of the mass of evidence which has already been furnished to the government of
his Catholic Majesty, of illegal undertakings'in slaves carried on in Cuba; and the under-
signed is therefore instructed to express the confident hope of his government, that some
more efficient measures will be attempted than have hitherto been adopted in the Spanish
-colonies, for putting a stop to this exceeding evil. ' '

The undersigned avails himself, &c.

His Excellency the Chevalier de Salmon, (signed)  George Bosangquet.
&ec. &ec. e,
PORTUGAL.
Ne 26.
Sir William 3 Court to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Jan. 4, 1827.)
(Extract.) Lisbon, December 22, 1826.

THE extraordinary session ¢f the two chambers closes to~day.

They will open again for the regular session of three months on the 2d of January

“according to the charter.

You will observe, Sir, by the enclosed gazette, that two important projects for
laws to be hereafter enacted have been submitted to the deputies for their con-
sideration during the recess. The first, proposed by the Finance Committee,
fixing the income of the Queen Donna Maria II. and the allowance to the rest
of the royal family. The second by Mr. Sarmento, for the total abolition of the
slave trade. ”

With these two wise and creditable projects the labours of the chambers have
terminated, and a session has closed which, whatever be the result of the present
straggle, will be a proof to the world that there are men in Portugal capable of
appreciating, and of carrying into execution, with moderation and- wisdom, the
institutions granted to the country. -

The 'Right Hon. George Canning,
&c. &c. &c.

(signed) Win. & Court.

Project for the total abolition of the Slave Trade.

M. SarMENTO read a proposition as follows :—

Gentlemen.—I propose the abolition of the infamous slave trade; that traffic which
has carried terror and desolation to Africa, exciting war, rendering barbarity permanent,
checking the course of civilization, and which has already doomed millions of human
victims fo miseries and torments. For this object I propose the following project of
alaw:— ‘

Axt. 1. It is prohibited to every subject of the Crown of Portugal to purchase slaves for
exportation, or to traffic with them in any part of the coast of Africa, extending in this
manner the resolution established in the treaty of the 22d of January 1815, whereby such
traffic was positively prohibited in any part of the coast of Africa north of the equator,

Art. 2. The ships of the royal navy will detain all Pox:tl}guese ves'sels carrying slaves,
and take them to the nearest port belonging to the dominions of this Crown; all slaves
being to be delivered to the governors of these places, in order to be set at liberty.
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" Art. 3. For each of the Africans found as slaves in the ships detained, a fine of sixty
milreas shall be imposed, and the embargo shall not be taken off the ship till the total pay-
ment of the fines be made. After a year has elapsed, without any one appearing to release
the ship, by paying the fine, the ship shall be judicially sold, in order to fulfil, by means of
its proceeds, what 1s enacted in this artlcle_. ] ]

Art. 4. Tt belongs to the judicial authority of the place to which the ship may be carried
to take cognizance of this crime, by the examination of witnesses, as well as to decide upon
all the questions which may be occasioned by such prizes, taking the necessary means to
inform the tribunal of the district.

Art. 5. The division of the amount of the whole of the confiscations shall be made by
the same authority, among the commanders, officers, and crew of the. ship of the royal
navy, observing therein the distributive proportions of the value of the prizes, as determined
by law.

yAﬂ:. G. The governors, and all the authorities of whatever description they may be, shall
be responsible 1f they allow such a traffic to be carried on in the African establishments
belonging to the Crown of Portugal, they being made liablg to aetion by any person
belonging to the nation ; and should it be proved that any civil, municipal, military, or
financral authority aided or consented thereto, or was partner in such a trade, or in an
negociation to export African slaves, he shall incur- the loss of his employment, and be
rendered incapable of holding any public situation, being, moreover, condemned to the pain
of banishment for five or ten years, according to the degree of criminality.

Art. 7. Alllaws, contradictory to the tenor of the preceding articles, are revoked.

N°® 27,
Mzr. Secretary Canning to Sir William 3 Court.

Sir, Foreign Office, February 26, 1827,

CASES have recently repeatedly occurred, in which vessels under the flag of
his most Faithful Majesty have arrived at the ports of Brazil, laden with slaves from
Africa. ‘

"The accompanying copies of despatches from His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at
Rio de Janeiro* give details of three of these cases, the *Orfeo,” the “ Nove de
Marco,” and the “ Bom Viagem.”

By the first article of the convention of the 28th of July 1817, “ the two high
contracting parties detlare, that they consider as illicit any traffic in slaves, carried
on by Portuguese vessels, bound for any port, not in the dominions of his most
Faithful Majesty.”

Whatever pretence Brazil might, prior to the conclusion by her of any positive

~-compact with Great Britain, have had for resisting the enforcement of a prohibition

to Portuguese vessels to enter her ports, there can be no doubt that Portugal,
from the moment she acknowledged the independence of Brazil, was bound, under
the above-mentioned article, to repress all slave trade to Brazil in Portuguese
vessels. '

I have, therefore, to desire, that your Excellency will make a representation
upon this subject to the government of Portugal, demanding that due punishment
may be inflicted upon those concerned in the illegal undertakings, of which you
have the account in the enclosed papers, and that such orders may be promulgated
by the Portuguese Government as shall appear most likely to prevent the recur-
rence of similar infractions of the compacts subsisting between this country and
Portugal. o ‘ I am, &c. o

(signed) GEORGE CANNING.

His Excellency Sir William & Court, G. C. B.

&c. &ec.  &e.

N° 28,
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William ¥'Couxt.

Sir, Foreign Office, March 26, 1827.

I SEND to your Excellency the copies of various communications, which have
recently reached His Majesty’s government, showing that the islands of the Cape
de Verd still continue to” afford shelter and encouragement for undertakings in the
illegal trade in sfaves.

You

* See Class B.—1826,
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You will transmit to the Portuguese government copies of the papers herewith PORTUGAL.
sent to you ; and you will add, that relying on the recent professions of the minister ‘“————
of the Infanta Regent in favour of the abolition of this disgraceful traffic, His
Majesty’s Government trust that the Portaguese ministry will give an earnest of
their sincerily on this question by the immediate issue of such orders as may be
best calculated to do away with every facility afforded thereto in the Cape de Verd

Islands. I am, &c.

(signed) GEORGE CANNING.

His Excellency Sir William 2 Court, G. C. B.
&c. &c.  &c.

Mr. Consu! General Clarke to John Bidwell, Esq. 15t Enclosure

* 28,
British Consulate, St. Jago, in N© 28
Sir, Cape de Verds, October 9, 1826.
I BEG leave to acquaint you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Canning, that the
Portuguese yacht, named “The Ninth of March,” arrived at this port on the 7th instant,
after a successful voyage from Bissao to Bahia with 107 slaves, making a freight of nearly
7,000 dollars. The captain and owner of her, named Jozé Fernandez de Pinho, has pro-
_ceeded to Boston (United States) in the American schooner “ Romp,” commanded by
a person of the name of Prince, for the purpose of procuring a Baltimore clipper to carry
on with better effect this cruel traffic. '
 His Majesty’s Government may rely on my giving every information on his return to
these islands, in the proper quarter, whenever a conveyance for that purpose will permit.
, I have, &e.
~ John Bidwell, Esq. ‘ (signed) J. P. Clarke.
&e. &e. & o ;

Mr. Consul General Clarke to John Bidwell, Esq. 2d Enclosure

. in N° 28,
Sir, British Consulate, St. Jago, Oct. 16, 1826.

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Canning,
that the Portuguese schooner, named the ¢ Eugenia,” Antonio Joze Pereira, master,
arrived at this anchorage on the 13th, having landed her slaves, to the number of 115, at
a little bay to the windward of this port, called St. Francis. It will be necessary to state,
that at this port, as well as at St. Martin’s, there are people regularly stationed to receive
and feed them until they are disposed of to their different masters. he system of slaving -
from the coast to these islands is certainly on the increase, and as I have in a former
Jetter addressed to you on the 28th of June last given my reasons for such supposition,
I have had no reason since to alter that opinion, and I still think that, within a very short
period from this date, vessels will have no- occasion to run the risk of being intercepted
on the coast by His Majesty’s cruizers, when a cargo of these unfortunate beings may be
purchased and put on board (to the number of 300 or 400) in 48 hours, at 100 milreas
per head barter, and with cash less. S S .

The many successful trips the slavers have made within these last eighteen months, and
not having lost a vessel employed in the traffic since my residence  here (except the
¢ Liberale,” wrecked in this harbour) -has possessed the owners with an idea that none of
His Majesty’s cruizers can touch them. The prices, I understand, paid for slaves on the
coast, 1s from forty to fifty milreas, prineipally barter, but if a cargo ‘can_be procured
amongst these islands, and regularly protected by the government to their given post, no
slaver will ever regret paying the difference of price. )

His Majesty’s Government may rely on my giving them every information in.my power.

T am, &ec.

John Bidwell, Esq. ¢(signed) - J. P. Clarke,
&c. &e. &ec. ‘ Consul General.

John Barrow, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Egq. ' 3d Enclosure (A.)
Sir, ] Admiralty Office, March 3, 1824. in N° 28,

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to you, for
the information of Mr. Secretary Canning, copies of a letter, and its enclosure, from Com-
modore Bullen, respecting the slave trade carried on at the Cape de Verd Islands, and the’
facilities afforded to it by the passports granted by the Portuguese Governor for domestics.

- . Tam, &e. -
~Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. ~ (signed)  John Barrow.
&e. &e. &e. | : :

342.
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Commodore Bullen to J. W. Croker, Esq.

H.M. S. « Maidstone,” Porto Praya,
Sir, - Island of St. Jago, Jan. 29, 1827,

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty, the reply of Mr. Clarke, consul-general at this place, to my letter, desiring him
to report upon the state of the slave-trade in this quarter; and I can but observe, that I
perfectly agree with the latter part of Mr. Clarke’s letter, that all the while such facility is
afforded by the passports for domestics which are granted by the Portuguese governor, all
attempts on my part to prevent it, even should I fall in with them on the passage to the
Brazils, would prove abortive. ‘

I have the honour to be, &c.

J. W. Croker, Esq. (signed) Charles Bullen,
&c. &e. &ec. Commodore,

Mr. Consul General Clarke to Commodore Bullen.

Sir, British Consulate, St. Jago, Jan. 13, 182y,

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 315t December 1826, requesting
information relative to the slave trade.

I have to acquaint you that I transmitted on the gth of October 1826, to Mr. Secretary
Canning, an account of the arrival of the Portuguese yacht named ¢ The Ninth of March,”
having landed at Bahia 107 slaves, the master of which, Joze Fernandez de Pinho, has pro-
ceeded to the United States to purchase a larger vessel for the same trade.

The Portuguese schooner * Eugenia,” Antonio Joze Pereira, arrived at this anchorage
on the 13th October, having landed 115 slaves in the bay of St. Francis in this island.

The Portuguese brig “ Secours,” Freitas, master, sailed from this port for Bissao,
on the 12th of December, for a cargo of slaves, it is said, with the intention of proceeding
to Maranham. :

The Portuguese schooner ¢ Tonante,” Carbalha, master, arrived at Bonavista the 5th
instant, from Cacheo, and landed upwards of 100 slaves there, the property of the late
Governor Cabral, which vessel arrived at this port the 13th instant, and is at present in this
harbour. Tt is beyond all doubt that the slave trade is increasing among these islands,
from the different Portuguese settlements on the coast, and must continue so while such
protection is afforded by, passports for domestics.

I have, &ec.

Commodore Bullen, C. B. (signed)  J. P. Clarke.
&e. &e. &e.

R. W. Hay, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq.

Sir, Downing-street, March §&, 1827.

I HAVE received the directions of Farl Bathurst to transmit to you, herewith enclosed,
for Mr. Secretary Canning’s information, a copy of a despatch which has been received
from Governor Sir Neil Campbell, covering an extract of a letter from Mr. Proctor, a
British merchant residing in the Isles de Loss, who states that slaves are carried from the
Portuguese settlements in the Rio Grande to the Cape de Verd Islands for the purpose of
being trans-shipped.

I am, &ec.
Joseph Planta, jun. Esq. (signed) R. W. Hay.
Xe. &e. &e.

Governor Sir Neil Campbell to Farl Bathurst.

My Lord, Sierra Leone, Dec. 18, 1826,

I HAVE the honour to transmit an enclosure from Mr. Proctor, the only British mer-
chant at the Isles de Loss, a man of great respectability, who is engaged in the coasting-
trade with the natives near that, in corroboration of my despatch of the 2gth ultimo.

I have, &c.

Earl Bathurst, K. G. (signed)  N. Campbell,

&e. &e. &e. Gov. Wn. C. of Africa.

Mr. Proctor to Sir Neil Campbell.

(Extract.) December 5, 1826.
WITH reference to your inquiries as to the present state of trade in the rivers Pongos
and Nunez, [ beg leave to say, that for several years the trade in the different kinds of
African produce has continued to increase ; and the attention of the natives to improve
their connection with this colony, and with the Isles de Loss, has increased with the im-
provemert of commerce, in spite of all extensive inland slave trade carried from about
those
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those rivers with the Portuguese settlements on the Rio Grande, from -whence slaves
are conveyed in great numbers to the Cape de Verd Islands for the purpose of being
trans-shipped. )

The good intentions of the poorer class of the natives of those countries near the coast,
among whom the agents of our merchants reside, are frequently frustated by attempts,
through other foreign vessels to extend the slave trade among them, the effects of which,
through the consequent confusion and quarrelling, create an indifference to the prosecuting
of any less lucrative title for the time bemng,.

Ne 29.
Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William & Court.

Sir, Foreign Office, March 26, 1827.

I SEND to your Excellency, together with this despatch, the copies of papers
which have been received from the Admiralty, containing an allegation of captain
Owen (and information in support thereof) that at Ibo, on the Mozambique
coast, an agent is resident, whose object it is to procure slaves for the French
traders in direct and open breach of the treaty subsisting between this country and
Portugal.

It is to be inferred from one of these papers, that the writer and other French
subjects reside at Ibo for the purpose of exporting slaves.

The details of some of the transactions of these agents are also given in the
enclosed papers.

From one document it appears that a passport was granted by the governor
of Mozambique in March 1825, to a vessel described as the ““ Tigre,” belonging to
a Portuguese merchant at Cape Delgado, to carry 250 slaves to Brazil, while from
another paper it appears that the vessel in question was actually destined to the
Isle of Bourbon, and was in reality the French ship * Soleil,” which was furnished
with papers by the Portuguese authorities, who connived at the trade.

It is incredible that the governor of Mozambique should have been ignorant of
the real character and destination of this vessel, the sale of which is likewise proved
from one of the documents to have been evidently fictitious.

Your excellency will communicate these papers to the minister of the Infanta
Regent ; and you will urge that, peremptory orders may be issued to the Portuguese
authorities in Mozambique, prohibiting practices so repugnant as these are to the

letter and the spirit of the compacts subsisting between this country and Portugal -

for the suppresion of illegal slave trade. '
I am, &c.
(signed) GEORGE CANNING.

His Excellency Sir William a Court, G. C. B.
&c. &  &c.

John Barrow, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq.

Sir, Admiralty Office, November ¥, 1825.

' I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to you, for
the information of Mr. Secretary Canning, extracts of two letters from Captain Owen, of
His Majesty’s ship “ Leven,” relative to the traffic in slaves carried on by French traders
on the east coast of Africa, and to a passport given by the governor of Mozambique to
French persons and property engaged in that traffic. ‘

I am, &c.
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. (signed)  Jokn Barrow.
&c. &c. &e.
Captain Owen to J. W. Croker, Esq.
H. M. S. < Leven,” :
(Extract.) . Mauritius, July 23, 1825.

THE result of the “ Soleil’s” seizure will probably lay me under the necessity of calling
their lordships attention to the circumstance of the governor of Mozambique having
given a passport to what he knew was French property, and to persons whom he knew to
‘be engaged 1n a traffic, which his nation is engaged by treaty not to permit. Of these
facts we have full and sufficient proofs. ‘

J. W. Croker, Esq.

(signed) ~ W. F. W. Ouen.
&e. &e. &e. V
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Captain Owen to J. W, Croker, Esq.

H. M. 8. ¢ Leven,”
(Extract.) Port Louis, July 26, 1824,
CAPTAIN WRAY brings information from Mombass that there are seven vessels under
French colours taking slaves on board on the coast of Africa, three at Ibo, two at Lindy,
and two at Kishooarra, which I have communicated to his excellency the governor, wiih
a request that he-would inform the governor of Bourbon thereof. )

‘On this subject I beg to inform you that I have lodged in the Vice-Admiralty Court
a correspondence (among the papers of the “ Soleil,”) which proves that there is an agent,
a native of this island, resident at Ibo, for the express purpose of procuring slaves for the
French traders, in direct and open breach of our treaty with Portugal, and that Lindy and
Kishooarra are the next two bays southward of Quiloa, or Keelwa, formerly a part of thas
kingdom, but now said to be independent of the Imaum, or any other authority.

(signed) W. F. W. Quwen.

J. W. Croker, Esq.

&e. &e. &ec.

John Barrow, Esq. to Joseph Planta, jun. Esq.

Sir, Admiralty Office, April 29, 1826.
WITH reference to your letter of the 14th November last, respecting some papers
alluded to in a letter from Captain Owen, of His Majesty’s ship “ Leven,” as containing
proofs that an agent was resident at Ibo, on the east coast of Africa, for the purpese of
procuring slaves for the French traders, in breach of the treaty between this country and
Portugal ; I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to
you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Canning, a copy of a letter from Captain Owen,
stating that the papers in question are lodged in the Vice-Admiralty court at the Mauritius
and I am to acquaint you that I have written to the registrar of that court for copies
of those papers. :
, : T am, &c.
Joseph Planta, jun. Esq. ‘ (signed) John Barrow.
&c. &e. &e. ‘

Captain Owen to J W. Croker, Esq.

: His Majesty’s Ship “ Leven,” :
Sir, Sierra Leone, January 28, 1826.

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. of the 18th of November
last, desiring me to transmit duplicates of certain papers to you. I request you will inform
their Lordships, that all the papers taken in the  Soleil” were lodged in the court of Vice-
Admiralty, and no copies whatever kept by me ; but they may be had in the regular way
through the registrar’s office.

The man alluded to is named Bataille, who had been a servant of our Government at
Mauritius, whence he escaped from prison, and is the same who was carried to Muscat,
and liberated by recommendation of Mr. Elphinstone, and whom I claimed as 2 felon from
the governor of Mozambique, but who refused me, on the plea, that it was not understood
that the Portuguese were bound to give up any other malefactors than deserters from the
King’s forces.

This man was, when I wrote my letter to you of the 26th July 1825, married at Tbo, and
there are many letters from him, among the papers alluded to, which prove the fact I have
stated in the said letter.
: I have the honour to be, &e.

John Wilson Croker, Esq. ‘ (signed) W. F. W. Owen.
' &e. &e. &e. : :

John Barrow, Esq. to Joseph Planta, jun. Esq.

Sir, Admiralty Office, February 7, 1827.
WITH reference to my letter of the 29th of April last, in reply to your letter of the 14th
of November 1825, on the subject of some papers, in which Captain Owen, of His Majesty’s
ship “ Leven,” had stated, that there were proofs that an agent was resident at Ibo, on the
east coast of Africa, for the purpose of procuring slaves for the French traders, in direct
and open breach of the treaty between this country and Portugal, I am commanded by my
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to you, for the information of Mr.
Secretary Canning, a copy of a letter from the registrar of the Vice-Admiralty court at the
Mauritius, with copies of its enclosures, containing the papers alluded to by Captain Owen,
and translations of those in the Portuguese language.
Iam, &c.
Joseph Planta, jun. Esq.. ‘ (signed)  Jokn Barrow.
&e. &ec e '
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The Registrar of the Vice Admiralty Court at the Mauritius to John Barrow, Esq.

Registry of Vice Admiralty,
Sir, Port Louis, Mauritius, September 21, 1826.

IN obedience to the orders of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, contained in
your letter of the 29th of April last, I lost no time in examining the mass of papers which
was found on board the “ Soleil,” and lodged in this office by Captain Owen, of His
Majesty’s ship “ Leven,” and having also called upon the sworn translator for the Portu-
guese and French languages to make the necessary researches among the documents and
correspondence in those languages, I have now the honour to transmit to you subjoined,
official copies of all the papers in the said correspondence which relate to the subject
of an agent resident at Ibo, for the purpose of procuring slaves for the French traders.

I have the honour to subjoin the account of the office-expenses for this affair, and request
that you may be pleased to move their Lordships to order the amount to be paid to my
agent, Charles Cookney, esq. N° g, Castle-street, Holborn.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

John Barrow, Esq. " (signed) ' C. Telfair, Registrar.
&e. &e. &e. : ' ‘

The Registrar of the Vice Admiralty Court at the Mauritius to A. Grupen, Esq.

Registry of Vice Admiralty,
Sir, Port Louis, Mauritius, September 4, 1826.

HAVING received orders from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, under date
the 2gth April last, directing me to transmit forthwith copies of the papers lodged in the
office by Captain Owen, of His Majesty’s ship “ Leven,” (among the papers of the
“ Soleil”) which prove that there is an agent resident at Ibo for the express purpose. of
procuring slaves for the Frenchr traders, I request that you will, as sworn translator, atténd
without delay at this office, and extract all such parts of the correspondence lodged here by
Captain Owen as may relate to that object. t :
I have the honour to be, &e.

A. Grupen, Esq. (signed) C. Telfair, Registrar.

A. Grupen, Esq. to the Registrar of the Vice Admiralty Court at the Mauritius.

Sir, : Port Louis, Mauritius, September 22, 1826.

PORTUGAL.
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" 3d Enclosure (D.)

in N° 2g.

IN conseqaence of your request, dated the 4th instant, I have the honour to annex to

this letter three copies of letters, written in French, and three copies of Portuguese
documents, which, as it appears to me, will answer entirely the demands of the Lords of
the Admiralty.

These six documents are the only ones connected with this subject, as I have convinced
myself by the most careful perusal and investigation of all the papers found on board the
¢ Soleil.” ‘ '

I have the honour to be, &c.

Charles Telfair, Esq. (signed) A. Grupen, Sworn Translator.
&e.  &e. &e.

Affidavit of A, Grupen, Esq. Sworn Translator.

, Port Louis, September 21, 1826.
I, Augustus Grupen, do swear and make oath, that the here-annexed six papers are true
and faithful copies of their originals. ‘
(signed)  A. Grupen.
Sworn before me this 21st day of September 1326, I
at Port Louis, of Mauritius, ‘
(signed) Edward B. Blackburn,
- Commy Judge in Vice Admiralty.

M. Lagarosse to M. A. Setan.

, ~ Oibe, le 1 Avril 1825.

[Ne donne rien & mon Frére; dis lui s'il se trouve 1 que ce n’est pas 4 moi. Tu n’as que

50 piastres a payer de fret.] : ‘ '
Mon cher Antoine, ‘ ' o

D_ans le moment que je t'écris j'ai une fievre qui ne me laisse pas un instant de repos,
aussi mon ami je dois m’attendre 4 tout sur les cotes.d’Afrique, piesque sans ressources, en
fait de provisions. J’auréis voulu embarquer 4 ou 8 noirs a bord du “ Soleil,” mais je ne

542. . . . Pai
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PORTUGAL. Dai pu, vii le prompt départ de ce navire. J’en ai embarqué un qui est un fort noir de Page

Translation.

de 28 4 30 ans, mais sans barbe. Envoi moi une barrique de bon vin, j’aime mieyx Ia
payer 20 fr. de plus qu’il soit bon, 2 barils de farine, et le reste tu m’acheteras 2 pitces de
coujon, dont une belle et autre inférieure, s'il reste quelque chose envoye moi 2 pidces
de pariarats, ¢'il se pent fond rouge : voild tout mon cher ami, mais que le vin, et la farine
soyent les premidres choses. Il est possible que je t’enverrai quelques autres, sur un navire
qui se trouve dans le nord, et qui doit arriver tous les jours.

Tu ne pourras j’aurais t'imaginer comme “ le Soleil ” aujourd’hui a ses pouvoirs dans leg \
comptoirs Portugais, depuis qu’il a pris pavillon de cette nation, il va partout et principale-
ment 3 Mozambique ol tous les ans il sort de ce port plus de 10,000 noirs. Moncouet et
Brocard sont trds estimés du général, et ils ne feront jamais que de trés bonnes voyages ;
étant dans le port ils ne peuvent jamais &tre pris par les Anglais, parcequ’il faut passer sous
une forteresse de 120 picces de canons; de maniére qu'ils sont dans la plus grande sureté
et n’ont de risque que de 15 jours de mer, et qui n’est pas un risque puisqu’il faudrait la
meilleure frégate pour pouvoir faire téte 4 la marche du navire qui est aujourd’hui “le
Tigre.” Monsieur Moncouet, te remettra le noir, c’est lui qui doit le marquer.

Le premier navire qui sera expédié, ou qui parcitra suspect 3 faire a la contrebande tu
pourras lui remettre mes objets, et 'engager & venir ici ol il sera parfaitement regu, et
méme il n’y a pas d’autre endroit & pouvoir traiter, il sera protégé en méme tems par le
gouverneur, avec lequel je suis parfaitement lié. Si au cas Brocard débarque, et que tu
le rencontrais, comme il n’y a pas de doute, tu le consulterais avant, parceque je pense qu’il
viendra avec un autre navire, de maniére que tu pourrais lui remettre mes ‘objets au cas
contraire expédié les le plut6t possible.

Je suis pere d’un gros gargon, qui a déja 4 mois et demi, dont le gouverneur et sa femme
le batiseront, mais en ton nom; ce sont mes arrangemens, et il portera ton nom et jamais
d’iutre. . '

_Dis & M. Lafon que jattends une meilleure occasion, pour lui envoyer ses coquilles.
Clest la fidvre qui m’empéche de lui écrire.
- Mes respects 3 ta femme et 3 toute ta famille, embrasse ton enfant pour moi.

Ne m'oublie pas aprés de Caillon & qui jai écris par Brocard, ainsi qu’a Dachery, et

autres amis. v ’
Ton meilleur ami,
Monsieur A. Setan, 3 La Mare. : (signé) Jaq. Lagarosse.

(Translation.) Oibe, 15t April 1825.

[Give nothing to my brother; should he be there, tell him that it is not on my account.
You have only fifty piasters to pay for freight.] ,

My dear Anthony, -

While writing to you, I am suffering under an attack of fever which leaves me not
a moment’s rest; indeed I must be prepared for the worst on the coast of Africa, with
scarcely any resources, even of provisions. I intended to have shipped four or eight blacks
on board the “ Soleil,” but she put to sea with such precipitation that I was unable to
accomplish it ; still, however, I have sent on board one of them, a stout negro, about twenty-
eight or thirty years old, though he has no beard. Send me a barrel of good wine ; I would
rather pay twenty francs more than usual provided it be good; and two barrels of flour:
the remainder you may lay out in two pieces of coujon, one superior and the other inferior ;
should you after this still have any thing left in hand, get me two pieces of pariacats with
a red ground, if possible. This is all | want, my dear friend. Let the wine and the flour
have precedence before the rest. I may possibly send you scme more (negroes) by a vessel
which is now in the north, and which I expect every day.

You cannot conceive in what request the “ Soleil” now is at the Portuguese factories,-
siuce she has assumed the colours of that nation; she goes every where, especially to
Mozambique, from which port are exported every year upwards of 10,000 blacks. Il)\’loncouet
and Brocard are much respected by the general; they will always make very profitable
voyages. When once in the harbour their vessels never can be taken by the English, who
would have to pass under a fortress mounting 120 pieces of cannon. The two vessels
therefore are in the greatest safety, and run no risk, except during the fortnight they are
at sea; and even that cannot properly be called any risk, as it would require the fastest
sailing frigate to overtake the vessel. The one in turn of sailing is the Tigre.,” M. Mon-
couet will bring you the negro in question ; he is also to mark him.

You may send the articles which I have desired you to buy for me by the first ship
which shall be despatched, or which may be suspected of engaging in the contraband trade.
Let her call at this place, where she will be perfectly well received ; indeed there is no other
calculated for the traffic. She will also be under the protection of the governor, with
whom I am on the best terms. Should Brocard come on shore, you will in all probability
see him ; if so, I would have you consult him. . I think he will sail with another vessel ;
and you may, in that case, intrust him with your purchases.

I am father of a fine boy now four months and a half old, The governor and his lady
will christen him, but, by my desire, in your name. He is always to go by your name, and
never by any other. ‘

Tell M. Lafons that I shall wait for a better opportunity to send him the shells. Nothing
but the fever prevents me from writing to him.

Present my respects to your wife and to all the family. Kiss your child for me. »
Do
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Do not forget to mention me to Caillon, to whom I have written by Brocard, as well as

PORTUGAL.

to Dachery, and other friends. \ ,

Yours very truly,
M. A. Setan, at La Mare. (signed) Jas. Lagarosse.

Original marked : « Letter from a correspondent at Ibo, showing the voyage of the
¢ Tigre’ to be intended evidently to proceed to Bourbon.”
(signed) W.F. W. 0.

(A true copy.) (signed)  C. Telfair, Registrar.

Certificate of Sale of the ¢ Sollé.” rad Enclosure (G.)

Between Us, Joao da Silva Delgado Rezende, and Adolfo Moneouet, is agreed,
as follows :— '
To Wit, '

I, Joao da Silva Delgado Rezende, lieutenant of the troops of Ibo, declare that I have
sold, in public sale, before the authorities, on the 12th January 1824, the brig * Sollé”
which arrived in this island on the 20th December 1823.

And I, Joao da Silva Delgado Rezende, declare that I make over the said brig, with its
fittings, and every thing specified in the inventory, to Monsieur Adolfo Moncouet, now at
Ibo, for the price of 2,000 pitadas.

In faith whereof, I Joao, and two witnesses, have signed hereunder, to certify it a good

and true sale. ' ,
(signed)  Joao da Sa. Delg. Rez,

(signed) Francisco Bapt. )
Giraldo Baup. de Moroes. }Wltnesses_

Ibo, January 12, 1824.

Affidavit of the Master of the Brig ¢ Tigre.”

Agreeably to his excellency’s direction, referring to the proper volume, in page 257, is
found as follows : — '

« On the 2d of March 1825 appeared in this secretariat of government, at Mozambique,
Luis Antonio, master of the brig ¢ Tigre,” and the oath being administered to him on the
Holy Evangelists, whereon he placed his right hand, he declared that the said brig was
Portuguese property ; that no foreigner had any share in her; and that she was proceeding -
as such on a voyage with a cargo of slaves from the islands of Cape Delgado to the ports
of Brazil. And he signed the said declaration with me, secretary to the government.

(signed)  Jose Faustino da Costa.
(signed) Luis Antonio.
Eaxtracted from the said register to which I refer. .
: (signed) J. Faust. da Costa.

Secretariat of Government, Mozambique, March g3, 1825.

Passport of the Brig « Tigre.”

I, Sebastian Xavier Botelho, of his most faithful Majesty’s council, fidalgo of his royal
household, commander of the order of Christ, governor and captain-general of the captaincy
of Mozambique, Rios Senne and Sofala, president of the council of Administration, and
receiver of the royal revenue, &c. :

Make known to all who may see the present passport, that the brig called the “ Tigre,”
of 208 tons, carrying a crew of thirty men, and sixteen passengers, Luis Antonio, master,
Joao da Silva Rezende, owner, Portuguese subjects, residing in the islands of Cape Delgado,
dependencies of Mozambique, is bound on a voyage to the ports of Brazil : the said master
and owner having made the necessary oath in the secretariat of this government, serving as
a maritime court, and legally proved that no foreigner has any share in the said brig or
cargo, as shown by the certificate annexed to this passport: the said master being bound
only to enter those ports on the coast of Brazil where the traffic in slaves is permitted to
the subjects of this kingdom, and where only he will be allowed to land the slaves he may
carry, after complying with all the forms required, to prove that he has conformed in all
respects to the provisions of the Alvard of the 24th November 1813, in which his most
faithfal Majesty was pleased to regulate the conveyance of slaves from the cuast of Africa
to the ports of Brazil: and in failure of complying with any of those conditions being liable
to the penalties prescribed in the Alvard of January, 1818, against those who should carry
on the slave trade in an unlawful manner. And as in the course of his voyage he may,
at sea, or in some port, meet with commanders or officers of ships or other vessels of this
kingdom, it is ordered by his Majesty that no hindrance be offered to him: recommendin
to the fleets, squadrons, and vessels, of kings, princes, republics, states, and allies of this
crown, not to interrupt him in the prosecution of his voyage, but on the contrary to render
him any help or assistance of which he may stand in need, being assured that the same will
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be done on our parts towards those bearing the recommendations of theiy princes. In faith
whereof his Majesty has commanded that he should be furnished w%th this passport,.signed
by me, and sealed with the royal arms, which passport shall be valid only for the perform-
ance of one voyage.
Given in the Palace of St. Paul, Mozambique, the 5th day of March 1825.
(L. 8.) (signed)  Sebastian X. Botelho.

By command of his Excellency, . )
(signed) Joze Joaquim de Faro.

This passport, N2, authorizes the vessel therein mentiened to have on board at one
time any number of slaves not exceeding 520, being five for every two tons, conformabl
to the permission in the Alvard of the 24th November, 1813, not including slaves employed
as mariners, or servants, or children born on board during the voyage.

(signed)  Joze Jouquim de Faro,
Payable, 1§ 60 reas, for stamp.
(signed) Carulho Passos.

Mozambique, March 5, 1823.

M. Duroy to M. Lagarosse.

Mon Cher Lagarosse. - [Sans Date.]

APRES trois jours de traversée bord sur bord avec les vents de S. E. nous mimes en
panne devant la passe nord de Mozambique pour attendre le pilote ; calme plat, les courants
portant sud sans pouvoir mouiller pas de fond. Le lendemain matin nous étions 3 douze
lieues dans le sud de Mozambique, d’oit nous mimes encore trois jours de traversée.

Arrivé 3 Mozambique la vente du navire se trouva mauvaise, le commodore Anglois fit
tous ses efforts pour saisir le navire, il ne tenait qu’ 3 moi de ravoir linterét que j’avais
perdu par la vente simulée fait au Sr, Jouan; le juge de Fore s’en serait chargé, mais j’ai
reflechi qu’en le faisant jobligerai le “ Soleil,” a reprendre Pavillon Frangais, la vente
étoit de suite annullée, et je portais un préjudice aussi considerable et méme plus 4 Brocard
et Moncouet qu’ 4 celui cy en m’a causé ce dernier, en agissant il I'a fait & mon égard.

Jai aujourd’hui quitté le < Soleil,” et me suis embarqué passager a bord du “ Piveteau,”
nous.mettrons sous voile dans une 15¢ de jours pour Bourbon; et je pense qu’ avant peu
je serai 4 Oibé. ‘

Adieu, &c.
M. Joseph Lagarosse, & Oibé. (signé) 8. E. Duroy.

A true copy,
 (signed)  C. Telfair, Registrar.

My dear Lagarosse, [without date.]
AFTER three days sailing with south-east winds, we lay-to before the north passage of
Mozambique to wait for a pilot, a perfect calm, the currents drifting south, without being
able to anchor. The next day morning we were twelve leagues to the south of Mozambique,
for which we sailed for three days more.
Arrived at Mozambique, the ship sold badly; the English Commodore did all in his
ower to seize the ship; it only remained with me to recover the interest which I had lost
Ky the fictitious sale made to the Sieur Jouan : the judge of Foro would have undertaken
the commission, but I reflected that by his doing so I should have obliged the  Soleil”
to resume the French flag. The sale was afterwards annulled, and I injured Brocard and
Moncouet as considerably as, and even more than, the latter injured me, by acting as he
did with regard to me. I have this day quitted the “Soleil,” and have embarked as pas-
senger on board the “ Piveteau;” we shall sail in fifteen days for Bourbon, and I think
before long I shall be at Oibé.
Adieu, &c. v
Mr. Joseph Lagarosse, at Oibé. (signed)  S. E. Duroy.

- Original marked, « Letter from Duroy, showing the sale of the “Soleil” to the Portu-
guese to be a fictitious one.”

(signed) W.F. W 0.

M. Duroy to M. Brocard, Captain of the * Soleil.”

, Lindy, Fevrier 11, 1824.
D’APRES une lettre que j’ai regue de Sidney le mois d’Aofit 1823, j’ai appris que clest
vous, mon cher Brocard, qui commande notre joli navire, mais j’apprends avec peine A mon
arrivée & Lindy, que vous éprouvez beaucoup de difficultés pour votre opération, ce qui
ne m’étonne pas, s Ia saison et les parages surtout que vous frequentez qui, d’aprés et moi
et quelques années d’experience, sont les moins sures. ‘

prés mille et mille positions plus affreuses les unes que les autres je suis enfin arrivé
4 Lindy, aprés une traversée de deux Mois, fatigué, harassé; et j’ai pris la résolution de
rester 2 Lindy, jusqu'd ce que quelques 4mes charitables viennent m’en tirer, et c’est sur
vous
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vous principalement que je compte le plus, ne doutant pas que, & la réception de la présente, PORTUGAL.
rien ne pourra vous empécher de venir me tirer d’un pays ol je puis étre victime du climat, —
comme de mille autres accidents. Je ne m’éntendrai pas sur les details de mes aventures ; N
il est inutile de s’'appesantir sur un suject qui ne peut pas se concevoir, Mes amities 3 tout
le monde, et & mes amis. Embrassez Moncouet pour moi.

Votre sincére ami,
(signé) E. Duroy.

P.S. Le gouverneur de Lindy vous engage & venir ici sans balancer, il attend 400 du
haut, et en a déjd regu 100. Bataille vous fait ses amitiés ainsi qu’ 3 tout le monde. Chris-
tophe est parti pour Bourbon & bord du ¢ Prevurrevor” que nous avons trouvé & Muscat.
L’Arabe nommé Assalum est porteur d’un fusil Anglais & 2 coups, que j’avais pris en place
de celui de Moncouet qui me I’a arrété .de ce scélérat Marhouni ; mais ce gueux d’Arabe
que vous trouverez dans la présente “ Chelinque” me I'a arraché de force ; foulez lui une
bonne pile et dites & Moncouet de reprendre ce fusil en remplacement du sien. Si cen’avait
pas été consideration pour le gouverneur de Lindy, Hassore, bataille et moi le sabre 4 la
main, nous eussions arrété le “Chelinque,” et confisqué les marchandises.

: (signé)  E. D.
Addressé & Monsieur A. Brocarde, Capitaine du

Brick Frangais le “ Soleil ;” en son absence &

‘M. Moncouet du Sidney, a Oibé.

A true Copy, o
(signed)  C. Telfair, Registrar.

' Lindy, February 11, 1824. Translation.

According to a letter which I received from Sidney in the month of August 1823,
I have learnt that itis you, my dear Brocard, who command our pretty ship; but on
my arrival at Lindy [ understand, with great regret, that you meet with many difficulties
as to your operations ; which no way surprizes me, considering the season, and above all
the coasts you frequent, which I know, from the experience of several years, to be the
least sure of any. - - . ' o

After a thousand positions, one more frightful than the other, I have at length arrived at
Lindy, after a voyage of two months, fatigued and harassed ; and I have determined to
remain at Lindy till some charitable souls come to withdraw me from it, and it is upon you
that I reckon the most, not doubting that on the receipt of this nothing can prevent you
from coming to withdraw me from a country where I may become a victim to the climate,
and to a thousand other accidents. I will not dwell more at length on the subject of my
adventures. It is useless to be tedious on a subject that cannot be conceived. - My com-
pliments to every one, and to my friends. Embrace Moncouet for me.

Your sincere friend,

(signed)  E. Duroy.

P. S. The governor of Lindy invites you to come here without hesitation ; he expects
400 from above, and has already got 100. Bataille sends to you his compliments, as well
as to every one else. Clristophe has gone to Bourbon, on board the ¢ Prevurrevor,”
which we found at Muscat. The Arab, named Assalum, is the bearer of an English
double-barrelled gun, which I took in place of the one belonging to Moncouet, which he
recovered from that villain Marhouni; but the beggarly Arab, who is in the present
« Chelinque,” took it from me by force. Give him a good trimming, and tell Moncouet to
take that gun in place of his. Had it not been out of consideration for the governor of
Lindy, Hassore, Bataille and I, sword in hand, would have stopped the “Chelinque,” and
confiscated its merchandise. .

C ' (signed) ~ E. D.
Addressed to M. Brocard, captain of the ]
French brig Le Soleil; in his absence
to A. Moncouet, of Sidney, at Qibé. , ,
‘ A true Copy,
(signed)  C. Telfair, Registrar.
\ -~

N° 30. - Ne 30.
Sir William & Court to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received April 25.)

Sir, Lisbon, April 12, 1827,

UPON the receipt of your despatch, marked slave trade, of the 26th of March,
I immediately addressed to the Portuguese government the note, a copy of which
I have the honour to enclose. ,

I have as yet received no answer. '

v T have the honour to be, &c¢.
The Right Hon. George Canning. ~ . (signed) William ¢ Court.
&c. &c. &c. S
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Sir William & Court to Don Francisco d’Almeida.

Lisbon, April 9, 1827,

The undersigned, &c. has the honour to transmit to his excellency Don Francisco
d’Almeida, &c., by order of his Court, copies of various communications which have latel
reached His Britanuic Mujesty’s government, showing that the Cape de Verd Islands stil]
continue to atford shelter and protection to those engaged in the illegal traffic in slaves.

Relying on the recent professions of his excellency Don Francisco d’Almeida, with
respect to this disgraceful traffic, His Britannic Majesty’s Government trusts that the Portu-
guese ministers will give an earnest of their sincerity on this question, by immediately
issuing such orders as may be best calculated to do away with the facilities afforded thereto
in the Cape de Verd Islands.

The undersigned, &c.

His Excellency Don Francisco d’Almeida, (signed) William & Court.
&e. &c. &e.
Ne 31.
Sir William & Court to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received May 4.)
Sir, : * Lisbon, April 20, 1827.

I HAVE the honour to enclose a translation of the very satisfactory answer
I have received from this government, to the note which I addressed to it upon
the subject of the traffic in slaves carried on in the Cape de Verd Islands,
a copy of which was enclosed in my despatch of the 12th instant, marked Slave
Trade.
I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (signed) William @ Court.
&c. &c. &ec.- '

Don Francisco d’Almeida to Sir William a Court.

' Palace of Ajuda, April 20, 1827.
The undersigned, &c. in acknowledging the receipt of the note which his excellency Sir
William A’Court, &c. addressed to him on the gth instant, transmitting various documents,
which show that protection is still afforded to the slave-trade in the Cape de Verd Islands,
has the honour to assure his excellency, in the name of her highness the Most Serene
Infanta Regent, that the necessary measures will be immediately taken to punish those con-
cerned in, and to put a stop for the future to, the practice of which his excellency complains
in the above-mentioned note. ‘

The undersigned, &ec.

His Excellency Sir William a Comt, (signed) D. Francisco I’ Almeida.
&e. &e. &ec.
N° 32,
Sir William & Court to Mr. Secretary Canning—(Received May 5.)
Sir, Lisbon, April 24, 1827.

I HAVE the honour to enclose copies of two notes which I have addressed to
the Portuguese government in consequence of the instructions conveyed to me in
your despatches of the 26th of February, and 26th of March.

I shall have the honour of forwarding to you the answers of this Government
whenever they reach me. :

I have the honour, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (signed) William ¢ Court.
&c, &c. &c.

Sir William a Court to Don Francisco d’Almeida.

Lisbon, April 23, 1827.

Cases have recently repeatedly occurred in which vessels under the flag of Portugal
have arrived at the ports of Brazil laden with slaves from Africa.

The accompanying copies of despatches from the British Chargé d’Affaires at Rio to his
Government give details of three of these cases, viz: the “ Orfeo,” the  Nove de Margo,” -
and the “ Bom Viagem.” ‘ B

Y
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By the first article of the convention of the 28th July 1817 the two high contracting
parties declare, “ that they consider as illicit any traffic in slaves carried on by Portuguese
vessels bound for any port not in the dominions of His Most Fuaithful Majesty.” :

Whatever pretence Brazil might (prior to the conclusion by her of any positive compact
with Great Britain) have had for resisting the enforcement of the prohibition to Portuguese

vessels to enter her ports, there can be no doubt that Portugal, from the moment she
acknowledged the independence of Brazil, was bound by the above-mentioned article to
repress all slave trade to Brazil in Portuguese vessels. :

The undersigned, therefore, has received instructions to make 2 representation upon this
subject to his_excellency Don Francisco D’Almeida, &c. and to demand that due punish-
ment may be inflicted upon those concerned in these illegal undertakings, and that such
orders shall be promulgated by the Portuguese government as shall appear most likely to
prevent the recurrence of similar infractions of the compacts subsisting between England
and Portugal. :

The undersigned avails himself, &c. :
o (signed) William & Court.
His Excellency Don Francisco d’Almeida, ,
&e. &e. &e.

Sir William 3 Court to Don Francisco d’Almeida,

" Lisbon, April 23, 182%.

THE undersigned, &c. has the honour to transmit to his excellency Don Francisco
d’Almeida, &c. a series of official documents, proving that at Ibo, on the Mozambique
coast, an agent is resident, whose object it is to procure slaves for the French traders, in
direct and open breach of the Treaty subsisting between England and Portugal. :

One of these papers shows that the writer and other French subjects- reside at Ibo for
the purpose of exporting slaves. : -

From another of the documents it appears that a passport was granted by the governor
of Mozambique in March 1825, to a vessel described as the ¢ Tigre,” belonging to a Per-
tuguese merchant at Cape Delgado, to carry 250 slaves to Brazil; while from another paper
it appears that the vessel in question was actually destined to the Isle of Bourbon, and was
in reality the French ship # Soleil,” which was furnished with papers by the Portuguese
authorities, who connived at the trade. ‘

It is impossible that the governor of Mozambique should have been ignorant of the real
character and destination of this vessel, the sale of which is likewise proved from one of the
documents to have been evidently fictitious. ' :

The undersigned has received orders to communicate all these papers to the government
of her royal highness the Infanta Regent, and to urge that peremptory orders may be issued
to the Portuguese authorities in Mozambique, prohibiting practices so repugnant as these
are to the letter and spirit of the compacts subsisting between England and Portugal for
the suppression of illegal slave trade. ,

The undersigned, &e.

(signedy  William d Court,
His Excellency Don Francisco d’Almeida,
&e. &ec. e,

N° 33. | _
Sir W. & Court to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received May 10.)
Sir, Lisbon, April 25, 1827.
IN continuation of what I had the honour to communicate to you in my despatch
of the 20th instant, I now enclose the translation of a second note I have received:

from Don Francisco d’Almeida, upon the subject of the trade in slaves carried on in
the Cape de Verd Islands. ‘

I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning,’ (signed)  William & Court.
&c. &c. &ec. ' ’

Don Francisco d’Almeida to Sir William 3 Court.

) Palace of Ajuda, April 24, 1824.

IN addition to what the undersigned had the honour to communicate to his excellency
Sir William A’Court, in his note of the 20th instant, in reply to that which his excellency
addressed to him on the gth instant, he has now -to inform him that, notwithstanding that’
the assertions of the British Consul-general at the Cape de Verd Islands, and of Mr. Proctor;
respecting the protection afforded there to the traffic in slaves, are somewhat vague, her
serene highness the Infanta Regent has issued her commands, through the marine depart-

542. : ment,

PORTUGAL.
—

2d Enclosure
in N* 3e.

N°® 33.

Enclosure
in N° 33.

Translation,



PORTUGAL.

~—

Ne 34.

Ne 35,

Enclosure
in N* 35.
Translation.

Sub-Enclosure
in N° 35.
Translation,

228 CLASS B. CORRESPONDENCE

ment, that the brig ¢ Constancia” should immediately be fitted out to cruize with the
schooner ¢ Conceigao,” on that station, in order to prevent the possibility of the continua-
tion of the slave trade. It would be desirable that such complaints should, for the future,
be accompanied by documents in proof thereof, not only for the purpose of punishing with
the utmost rigour of the laws those guilty of so scandalous a transgression of them, and of
the dictates of morality and humamty, but in order to secure the Portuguese authorities
from calumny, should the accusation be unfounded.

The undersigned renews, &c.
(signed) Don Francisco I Almeida.

His Excellency Sir W. a Court,
&c. &eo. &e.

N* 34.
Viscount Dudley to Sir William & Court.

Sir, Foreign Office, May 18, 1827.

1 HAVE received your excellency’s despatches of the slave trade series up to
the 25th ultimo.

I have to desire that your excellency will express to the government of her Serene
Highness the Infanta Regent, the satisfaction which His Majesty’s Government
derives from the communication contained in the notes which were addressed to
you by Don Francisco d’Almeida on the 20th and 24th of April, upon the subject
of the protection alleged to be afforded at the Cape de Verd Islands to the traffic
in slaves, and from the assurance of the determination of the Portuguese government
to take further steps for the prevention of that evil. ‘

I am, &ec.
His Excellency Sir W. a Court, G. C. B. (signed) DUDLEY.
&e.  &e.  &ec.
Ne 35.
Sir William 3 Court to Viscount Dudley.—(Received June 23.)
My Lord, . ' Lisbon, May 30, 1827.

‘I HAVE the honour to enclose the translation of a note, and of its enclosure,
which has been addressed to me by the Portuguese secretary of state, in answer to
the notes addressed by me to his excellency, copies of which were transmitted to
Mr. Secretary Canning in my despatch of the 24th of April.

T have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. Viscount Dudley, (signed) William a Court.
&c. &c. &c. : . _

Don Francisco d’Almeida to Sir William & Court.

‘ Alfarrobeira, May 29, 1827,
.. THE Undersigned, &c. in reply to the note which he received on the 23d of April Jast,
from his excellency Sir William a Court, &c. has the honour to forward to his excellency
a copy of the orders which her serene highness the Infanta Regent has caused to be issued,
through the Colonial Department, to the governor and captain-general of Mozambique,
until other measures now in contemplation shall be taken, to put a stop to the abuses and
illegality which may exist in the slave trade on that coast.

The undersigned renews, &ec.

His Exceliency Sir William & Court, (signed) D. Francisco D’ Almeida.
&e. &e  Xe.

Order of the Infanta. Regent to the Governor of Mozambique.

Bemfica, May 26, 1827.

A NOTE, and its accompanying documents, from His Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador
at this court, demanding the exact observance of the treaties existing between Portugal.
and Great Britain upon the slave trade, which in the above-mentioned documents is stated
to be carried on in an illegal, and consequently criminal manner, in the ports of Mozam-
bique, and more particularly at Ibo, by the granting of passports in due form, for t};e

: Brazils,
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Brazils, to ships which are destined to the ports of other countries, and which, being foreign
property, go under different names, and are said to be Portuguese, having been laid before
the Infanta Regent, in the name of the king, it is her highness’s command, that the
governor and captain-general of Mozambique, immediately take adequate and strong
measures for the prevention of such offences, in the certainty that the slightest omission in
this important object will subject any authority, in whom so shameful a dereliction of duty
ghall be observed, to the most severe proceedings, and that the utmost ri§our of the laws
will be exercised upon those against whom it shall be proved, that they have taken part,
however indirectly, in such scandalous practices, of which the mere statement requires
measures to be adopted by her highness.
- (signed) Antonio Manoel de Noronha.

Ne 36.
Viscount Dudley to Sir William & Court.

Sir, Foreign Office, June 28, 182%.

I HAVE received the despatches of your Excellency, marked Slave-trade, up to
the 3oth May last. , :

Your Excellency will express to the government of the Infanta Regent the
satisfaction which this Government derives from the prompt and decisive orders
issued by Her Royal Highness’s government to the governor of Mozambique, to
put a stop to the abuses and illegality alleged to exist in the slave-trade on that
coast.

I am, &c.
His Excellency Sir W. a Court, G. C. B. (signed)  DUDLEY.
&ec. &c. &c. ]
Ne 37.
Viscount Dudley to Sir William 3 Court.
Sir, , Foreign Office, July 3, 1827.

IN reference to the former correspondence on the subject of the prevalence of
the illegal slave trade at the Cape de Verd Islands, I transmit to your Excellency
the accompanying copy of a letter, which has been recently received upon this
subject from Mr. Clarke, His Majesty’s consul-general for those islands ; and I have
to desire that you will bring before the Portuguese government, the fresh instance
contained in Mr. Clarke’s letter of the misconduct of persons employed by them in
their settlements abroad.

I am, &c.

His Excellency Sir William 2 Court, G. C. B.- (signed) DUDLEY.
&c. . &c.  &e. :

Mr. Consul-General Clarke to John Bidwell, Esq.

Sir, British Consulate, St. Jago, April 19, 1824,

IN reference to my letter of the 5th February last, in which I had the honour of acquaint-
ing you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Canning, of the arrival of the ¢ Secours,”
captain Freitas, in the bay of St. Francis, with slaves, I have now to inform you, that since
that period she has been in this harbour refitting, and sailed from this port on the night of
the 18th instant, with upwards of 150 slaves on board, at a freight of sixty-two dollars per
head, for the Havannah ; it was the intention of sending these poor creatures to the Brazils,
but I am happy in having it in my power to say, that the owner of them applied to the-
governor-general for a passport to Maranham, for these slaves, but he was very properly
refused it: 1 irust that as sge will have to pass His Maje