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SPAIN.

 

No. 1. .

The Right Hon.F. Lamb to Mr. SecretaryCanning—(Received May 1.)

(Extract) Madrid, April 22, 1826,

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofyour Despatches to the

25th February, upon the,Slave-trade. ;

All complaints on this subjectare,at present answered, by a reference :to

the Orders recently transmitted to the Havannah. The Duke of Infantado

declares his hope and belief, that these will be fully executed; and asserts

the continuation of the determination of HisCatholick Majesty to co-operate

effectually in putting down this Traffick. . .

It has lately been represented to me, that Vessels have been fitted out at

Cadiz, for the purpose of trading for Slaves on the Coast of Africa; but I

have been deterred from speaking upon the subject to the Duke of Infantado,

by the knowledge that their equipment was completed at Gibraltar. In con-

firmation of this, I enclose:a Copy of a Letter from His Majesty’s Consul at

Cadiz to General Don.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) F. LAMB.

&e. &e. =&e. .
_

Enclosure in No. 1.

J. M. Brackenbury, Esq. to the Lieut.-Governor of Gibraltar.

‘Sir, British Consulate, Cadiz, February 23, 186.

4 HAVE but a moment to save the Post, and must therefore briefly state,

that, if your Excellencywill be pleased to cause enquiry, whether a Vessel

called the “ Cantabro” be now in the Port of Gibraltar, you will find that

she is completing her Outfit for a Slave Adventure.

She sails under French Colours, and belongs to a wealthy Merchant in

this City, named Joaquimde Trueba. .

Policies of Insurance are this day underwriting upon that Vessel ; the risk

from. Gibraltar te the Coast of Africa, thence with a Cargo of Slaves to Cuba.

Your Excellency, upon this informatior, will, I presume, have nodifficulty

in causing search to be made. . .

The last Voyage which the “ Cantaéro” made was very quick, and very’



2 SPAIN.

profitable to the Owner. So rapidly does she sail, that, having fallen in with
one of our Cruizers on the Coast of Africa, with a Cargo of Slaves on board,
she sailed her out of sight in a few hours. This fact wag stated as an induce-
ment to the Underwriters for the present voyage.

oo T have, &c.
H.E. GeneralSir George Don, Bart. (Signed) J.M. BRACKENBURY.

&ec. &c. Se.

 

No. 2.

The Right Hon. F. Lamb to Mr. Secretary Canning-—(Received May 1.)

(Extract.) Madrid, April 22, 1826.

AFTER the receipt of your Despatch upon the subject, I took an early

opportunity of proposing to the Duke ofInfantado, the removal of the Mixed
Commission from Sierra Leone to the Island of Fernando Po. Having suc-

ceeded in disposing him favourably to the measure, I wrote to him upon the
subject, and have the honour to enclose Copies of my Note, ‘and of his Answer, °
This not appearing to me sufficiently explicit, I applied to him on the 17th

of April, before which day I had been unable to see him, after the receipt of
his Note, to learn from whom he expected the further ¢ircunistantial details
which he demands; and whether he thought of employing any Persons to
procure them. He answered, that he did not; and that he expected them

from the British Government: I then enquired to what points these details
related, whether to the agreements to be made with the Inhabitants, and to
the possibility of erecting habitations; remarking, that the practicability

of these arrangements could only be ascertained by their execution. He
replied, that these were the points to which his Note adverted, and that when-
ever I could notify to him that the Commission could be lodged on the Island,
His Catholick, Majesty would name a Commnissionerto proceed there.
I then enquired, whether, if my Government should wish it, he would give

me these explanations in writing : he professed. his readiness to do so.

Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, — (Signed) EF. LAMB.
&. ee &e. i

‘First Enclesure in No. 2.

The Right Hon. F. Lamb to the Duke of Infantado.

Madrid, February 12, 1826.

THE Undersigned, &c. is directed to state to his Excellency the Duke of
Infantado, His Catholick Majesty’s Principal. Secretary of State, that his
Government has given due attention to the Remonstrances which have been
repeatedly made by tlie Courts of Madrid-and Lisbon, . against the unhealthi-
ness, of Sierra Leone, as the Seat of the Mixed Commissions for the Sup-
pression of the Slave-trade.
- he‘provision of the’Treaties is, that one’ only of each Commission shall
sit within the DominionsofSpain and Portugal, the other-within those of
His Majesty. ‘The British Government has hitherto objected to the Proposals
which have been made, for the removal of the Cominission to some more
salutary Residence, only because the Places’ proposed ‘to be ‘substituted‘have
been always under the Dominion, and in ‘the actual’Occupation, of one or

_ other of the Powers proposingthe Change. .
One Spot has at length been. pointed out, which is not liable to this-objec-

tion; the Island of Fernando Po, in Latitude 3. 30. North, Longitude’s: 0.
East, and wholly without any European Occupation. It is situated in the
heart of the Slave-trade, its Climate is ‘salubrious, ‘and the Soil sufficiently
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fertile, ‘There is reason to believe, that, by an amicable arrangement with the

Natives (the only Inhabitants now upon the Island), some Situation, fitted |

for the reception of the Mixed Commission, may be peaceably occupied ; and

if the Spanish Government concur in the suggestion, Great Britain will take

upon herself the expence ot their convenient Establishment.
The Undersigned, &c.

His Excellency " Duke of Infantado, (Signed) F. LAMB.
Se. &e. &e.&e

. Second Enclosure in No.2. {Translation.)

The Duke of Infantado to the Right Hon. F. Lamb.

Hownourep Sir, _ Paiace, Aprit 3, 1826.

L HAVE communicated to His MajestyThe King, my Master, the contents

of the Note which you were pleased to address io me on the rath of last

Month, relative to the Plan of transferring the Mixed Commission established

at Sierra Leone, for adjudging such Cases as might arise in consequenceof

the Treaty concluded in 1817, respecting the Abolition of the Slave-trade,

to the Island of Fernando Po, as being a Quarter more salubrious than the

above, and situated in a central point of the Traffick. In reference to this

Plan, and to others in connection with it, proposed by the EnglishGovern-

ment, His Majesty is only waiting for detailed Information, as to the possibi-

lity of realising the plan in question, before he accedes to the Proposal which

forms the subject of your Note.
In the mean time, I avail myself, &c-

(Signed) THE DUKE OF INFANTADO.

The Minister ofHis Britannick Majesty,
&e. &Ce:&e.

 

No. 3.

Mr. Secretary Canningto the Right Hon. F. Lamb.

Sir, Foreign Office, May 6, 1826, —

1 HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, a Copy of Papers,

marked A and B, relative to the Slave-trade, which has been presented to

both Houses of Parliament by His Majesty’s Command, in the course of the

present Session. Lam, &e.
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

The Right Hon. F. Lamb,
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 4.

Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb.

Sir, Foreign Office, May31, 1826.

1 SEND to you the Copies of three Despatches which I have received from

‘His Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havannah, dated the 22d of February

and the 16th and 23d of March,* reporting the circumstances under which

the Spanish Brigantines, “ Adagico” and * Orestes,” have been found on the

Coast of Cuba, laden with Slaves from Africa.

The Spanish Government cannot fail to feel painful regret at the cruel

conduct evinced towards these unfortunate Negroes, by Subjects of His

* See Class A. Nos. 63, 65, and €6,  
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Catholick Majesty; and will, I hope, be induced to submit, without further

delay, for the Signature of The King of Spain, the Additional Article referred

to you in my Despatch of this Series, of the 31st of January, the execution.

of which .is calculated, more than any measure hitherto devised, to prevent

similar atrocities. Tam, &c

The Right Hon. F. Lamb, (Signed) |GEORGE CANNING.

 

No. 5.

Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb.

Sir, Foreign Office, June 30, 1826.

By the enclosed Copy of a Despatch from His Majesty’s Commissioners at

the Havannah, dated the 15th April last,* it appears that a Royal Order of

His Catholick Majesty has been published in the Island of Cuba, couched in

the spirit, and to the purport, of the Decree which the Duke del Infantado

announced to you as about to be passed for the more effectual Restriction ot

African Slave-trade Transactions connected with that Island. :

You will express to the Duke del Infantado the satisfaction with which His

Majesty’s Government have seen this fulfilment of the expectation held out

to you. Iam, &e.
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

The Right Hon. F. Lamb,
&e. &e. &e.

* See Class A. No. 69.

 

No. 6.

The Right Hon. F. Lamb to Mr. Secretary Canning—-( Received July 17.)

SiR, Madrid, July 3, 1826.

In compliance with the Instructions conveyed in your Despatch, dated the

31st May, I have addressed to the Duke of Infantado the Note, of which the

enclosed is a Copy. I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) | F. LAMB.
&c. &e. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 6.

The Right Hon. F. Lamb to the Duke ofInfantado.

Madrid, July 2, 1826.

THE Undersigned has the honour to transmit to his Excellency the Duke

of Infantado, Copies of Despatches, witb several Enclosures, which Have

lately been received from His Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havannah,

reporting the circumstances under which the Spanish Brigantines ‘‘ Magico”

and “ Oyestes,” have been found on the Coast of ‘Cuba, laden with Slaves

from Aftica.
Both these Vessels have been condemned by the Mixed Commission ; and

the facts which have come to light on the Trials, completely justify the State-

ments which have been made, on former occasions, to the Government of

His Catholick Majesty, as to the mode in which the Trade in Slaves is carried

on. They also tend to show, that even the Measures lately adopted for the

prevention of this Traffick, wilt fail ef success, unless a greaterdiscretionary
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power be given fo the Cruizers of the two Nations, for the examination

and detention of Slave-vessels, in Cases where no direct proof exists of the

ature of their pursuits.
‘It appears from the Evidence given before the Mixed Commission, that it

is the practice of Vessels engaged in this Traffick, to clear out for some Port

on the Coast ofAfrica, providing themselves with regular Papers at the Ha-

yvannah, for the purposes of legitimate Trade; that on arriving at theirdesti-

nation, they do not embark any part of the cargoes, until the whole numbet

of slaves they require is complete. While these are collecting, they remain.

upon the Coast, during which time it frequently happens that they are

visited by His Majesty’s Cruizers (as occurred in the Case of the “ Orestes,”)

but, having no slaves on board, cannot be detained. When they are ready,

they take advantage of the first favourable opportunity for embarking, at once,

their whole cargo (an operation which requires only a few hours), and imme-

diately run across, disembark them at the first convenient landing-place, and.

return to Port in ballast. :

Unless, therefore, one of these Vessels happens accidentally to fall in witl

a Ship-of- War on her voyage home, which probably does not happen in above

one instance in ten, there is little chance of detection. All the Securities

required against the employment of Ships in this Trade, aud all the Regula-

tions made with a view of ascertaining the real objects of their voyages, must

prove abortive, while these means of evasion remain unprovided against.

It is obvious, therefore, that, under these circumstances, the greatest benefit

would result from the GovernmentofHis Catholick Majesty consenting te

theSignature of the Additional Article, which the Undersigned had thehonour

of proposing to his Excellency the Duke of Infantaco, in his Note of the

19th of February ultimo, which would opérate as agreater check to the prae-

tices of the Slave-traders, than any Measure hitherto devised. A similar

Article was signed some years ago by His Majesty The King of the Nether-

lands, which has fully answered the purpose in view; and when the Govern-

ment of His Catholick Majesty considers the details of cruelty brought to

light in the enclosed Papers, and reflects on the extent of human misery

which would, in so many Cases, be prevented by the adoption of the proposed.

Regulation, the Undersigned feels convinced that it will not hesitate to pro:

pose this Measure to His Catholick Majesty, without delay.

He avails himself, &e.

 

Hie Excellency the Duke of Infantado, (Signed) . F. LAMB.

&c. &c. &c. .

No. 7. |

Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb.

Extract.) . Foreign Office, July 21, 1896.

1AM concerned to have to send to you in the accompanying Copy of a

Despatch from His Majsty’s Commissioners at the Havannah, dated the 14th

ultimo,* sufficient proofs of the utter. inefficacy of the Royal Decree, recently

passed at Madrid, for the more effectual suppression of illegal Slave-trade in

the Island of Cuba.
It is almost with despair of any useful result that I direct you to commu-

nicate with the Duke del Infantado upon this Subject; but it is necessary that

you should do so, and that you should employ, in that Communication, every

topick which you may think likely to make an impression on the mind of the

Spanish Minister. :

The Right Hon. F. Lamb, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

&e. &e. &e. .
* See Class A. No. 75.  
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No. 8.

The Right Hon. F. Lamb to Mr. Secretary Canning —-(Received, Aug. 29.)

(Extract.) Madrid, August 18, 1826.

HAVING taken an opportunity of speaking with the Duke of Infantado

‘on the subject of your Despatch on the Slave-trade, of the 2ist ultimo, I

found bim warmly concurring in the dangers to be apprehended to Cuba from

the importation of fresh Slaves, and convinced that the Orders given from

hence would be sufficient to put a stop to it. He seemed unwilling to believe

that the indisposition of the Local Authorities, and the difficulty of procuring

Evidence, would be sufficient to neutralize the effect of His Catholick Ma-

jesty’s Decrees.

~ Tn the course of this Conversation, I enquired of the Duke what were the

objections to signing the Additional Article, to which he answered, that he

was not awareofany that need prevent it; making some, however, afterwards,

which were chiefly ofametaphysical nature, as to the injustice of inflicting

‘Confiscation, where no crime had been actually con nitted. As I thought

that, upon accurate examination, be would find these objections to be un-

founded, I requested him to give me an Answer apon ihe Subject in writing,

which he promised to do.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) | F. LAMB.

ge. &c. &e.

 

No. 9.

Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. £. Lamb.

(Extract.) Foreign Office, September 11, 1826.

~ JT HAVE received your Despatches of this Series tu the 18th of August last.

His Majesty’s Commissioners at the Havannah have been instructed to send

Home such accurate information as, at any time, they may be enabled to

obtain (and more particularly such as can be supported by evidence), which

may furnish grounds whereon to frame Remonstrances to the Spauish Govern-

ment upon auy infractions or evasions of the Treaty of 1817, aud also such

information as they can giveuponine question, as to the effect of the Decree

recently promulgated by His Catholick Majesty, for the more effcctual sup-

pression of the Slave-trade in Cuba.

I transmit to you a full Power for concluding and signing with the Minis-

ters of Spain an Additional Article to. the Treaty of 1817, upon Sleve trade,

similar to that signed with the Netherlands.

The only difference which is desirable to be made between this Article and

that which you will bave to sign, 1S, that the power of acting under it should

be extended to two degrees Westward of the Coast, instead of being, as at pre-

sent, confined to within one degree thereof; and you will act accordingly

in the Negotiation of this Article. . .

The Right Hon. F. Lamb, (Signed) |GEORGE CANNING.
&e. = &e. §e. : . .
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No. 10.

Mr, Secretary Canning to the RightHon. F. Lamb.

Sir, Foreign Office, October 3, 1826.

THE enclosed Papers* contain some account of Cases, of which there

have recently occurred many instances, in which the Flag of His Catholick

Majesty has been abused, for the purpose of committing acts of piracy...

It appears that it is the custom of the Owners of these Spanish Piratical

Vessels, the greater part of which, there is reason to suppose, are equipped at

the Havannah, to send them out, fitted both for Trade and for War; but their

Trade is the proscribed Trade in Human Beings, and the War they wage is a

War of Piracy.
It is their practice to hover on the Coast of Africa, where, if they can con-

veniently barter for, and embark a cargo ot Slaves, they. proceed with that

cargo, generally, direct to the Island of Cuba. If they do not succeed at once

in this barter, or if an opportunity for piracy previously presents itself, they

seize the first Vessel they meet with, preferring one that may be laden with

Slaves; taking possession of the Vessel, they murder, or put on Shore, the

white men found on board, and proceed with the Vessel and Cargo to Cuba,

where they land the Slaves surreptitiously, at the back of the Island, and

then enter in ballast at the Havannah.

‘An instance will be found to have recently occurred, in which an English

Prize Crew has disappeared, murdered, as it is suspected, by these Pirates.

The name of the Pirate Vessel in question is supposed to have been the

“ Gabilar,” or “ Pelican,” and the Captain and Crew have as yet escaped

the conviction and punishment due to their crimes. .

Another instance, which forms the particular object of this Despatch, has

more recently occurred, in the Case of a Vessel, said to be.named, the “ Caro-

lina,” whose Captain and Crew, meeting the ** Metuno,” a Slave-ship, under

charge of an Officer of His Majesty's Ship “ Esk,” endeavoured to obtain the

Ship’s Papers, and to force that Officer to repair on board the “ Carolina.” |

They were happily defeated in their object, as the accompanying Papers

will show. But His Majesty’s Government have, in consequence of their

attempted outrage, deemed it ‘acumbent on them to issue Orders to the Officer

commanding His Majesty’s Ships and Vessels on the Coast of Africa, to seize

the “ Carolina” and her Crew, if she shail be foundon his Station, and to

send them to England for trial; together with Mr. Crawford, and the party

with him inthe “ Netuno,” to give evidence,

The British Admiral commanding in the West Indies, has also been

directed to give similar Instructions to his Cruizers, to be executed, in case

the “ Carolina” should be found on his Station. a

His Majesty doubts not but that His Catholick Majesty will enter fully

into the feelings which have‘prompted these proceedingsforsummary redress

on the Pirates in question, and will give directions to His Authorities, both

in the Mother Country and at Cuba, to seize the “ Carolina” whenever they

may meet with her, and to deliver up her Crew to be tried for Piracy.

You will address a Representation to this effect to the Spanish Govern-

teent.
,

Iam, &e.

The Right Hon. F. Lamb, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

&e = =&e. &e.

t See Class A. Correspondence, 1823-1826, No. 16, 5nd Class A. of this Series, Nos. 11

aad 41,
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No. 11

Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb.
Sir, Foreign Office, October 6, 1826.

AN Extract of your Despatch of the 22d April last, of this Series, which
adverted to the equipments for Slave-trade, alleged to have taken place at.
Gibraltar, has been transmitted to the Colonial Department, and I now send
to you, for your information, Copies of the several Communications which
have been received at this Office from that Department, showing the measures
which have been adopted by the Governor of Gibraltar, for the repression
and punishment of any transactions at that Place, having for their object the
promotion, direct or indirect, of African Slave-trade.

Iam, &c.
The Right Hon. F. Lamb, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

&e. &e. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 11.

R. W. Hau, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun., Esq.

Sir, Downing-Street, May 20, 1826.
{ HAVE laid before Earl Bathurst your two Letters, under date of the

10th and 16th of May, in the latter of which is enclosed an Extract of a Des-
patch from Mr. Lamb, His Majesty’s Ambassador at the Court of Madrid, in
which he states, that “ he had been deterted from making Representations to
the Duke of Iufantado, on the fitting out of Vessels at Cadiz, for the purpose
oftrading for Slaves on the Coast of Africa, by the knowledge that their equip-
ment was completed at Gibraltar,” and for this he refers toa Comuiunication
made by Mr. Consul Brackenburyto the Lieut.- Governor ofGibraltar, which
is the same Communication as that of which a Copy was transmitted to Earl
Bathurst, by Mr. Secretary Canning’s direction, in the first Letter, of the loth
instant. Earl Bathurst, therefore, concludes, that Mr. Lamb has no other
knowledge of the truth of these allegations, than what is contained in the
-Communication made by Mr. Consul Brackenbury, above referred to.

The Lieutenant-Governor of Gibraltar had already communicated to Earl
Bathurst a Correspondence which had taken place, with reference to the Ships
stated by Mr. Consul Brackenbury to have been equipped in the Bay of
Gibraltar. A Copy of this Despatch from the Lieutenant-Governor, together
with its several Enclosures, and a Copy of Earl Bathurst’s Instructions to the
Lieutenant-Governor, dated the 13ti of October 1825, referred to in the
Lieutenant-Governor’s Despatch, are herewith transraitted for the information
of Mr. Secretery Canning. a
With respect to the Draft of the Proclamation proposed by the Lieutenant-

Governor to be published at Gibraltar: as any Publick Instrument generally,
directing the exercise, in time ofPeace, of the Right of Search, not only of
British Vesseis, but of Vessels belonging to Countries in amity with His
Majesty, requires to be carefully examined, (regard being had to the locality
of the Bay of Gibraltar, and the sensibility which ¥oreign Nations have
shewn, with respect to this Right of Search), although confined to Vessels
suspected of being engaged in the Slave-trade, Earl Bathurt referred the Draft
io the Deputy Judge Advocate of Gibraltar, now on leave of absence in
England, and has consulted such legal advice as appeared to be called for, and
his Lordship will not fail to communicate, before the departure of the Medi-
terranean Mail, for Mr. Secretary Canning’s information, a Copy of the
amended Draft ofthe Proclamation, which the Lieutenant-Governor will be
instructed forthwith to publish. I am, &c.
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. (Signed) R. W. HAY,

&e. §e. &e.
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First Enclosure (A.) in No. 11.

The Lieutenant-Governor of Gibraltar to Earl Bathurst.
My Lorp, Gibraltar, Febvuary 12, 1826,

HAVING received from Mr. Brackenbury, His Majesty’s Consul at Cadiz,
a Letter, of which the enclosed is a Copy, in which he expresses a belief that
the Spanish Brig, called the “ Maria Isabel,” sailed from that Port on the 20th
ultimo, for this Place, for the purpose of completing her outfit here for the
Slave-trade, I directed the Captain of the Port to make diligent enquiries on
the subject, and report to me thereon, which he has done, but without having
discovered any thing which could iead to a supposition that the Vessel in
question is bound on a Slaving-voyage, as your Lordship will perceive by the
accompanying Copy of that Officer’s Report.

Under the above circumstances, I referred Mr. Brackenbury’s Letter and
Mr. Sweetland’s Report to Mr. Foye, the principal Law Officer here, for his.
opinion, as to what further steps should’ be taken respecting the Vessel in
question ; and by the annexed Copy of Mr. Foye’s Report, it appears, with
reference toe these Papers, that there are no facts betore me whereon to ground
legal Proceedings, touching the said Vessel.
But in pursuance ofyour Lordship’s Instructions, contained in your Letter

of the 13th October last, I have used my best endeavours to obtain further
‘information, relative to the “ Maria Isabel,” as well as the Schooner “* Proser-
pina,” (concerning which I had the honour of writing to your Lordship on the
27th July last), and this information being more circumstantial than the
Statements contained in those Letters, I have considered it my duty, with
the advice of Mr. Foye, to prepare a Proclamation, of which the enclosed is a
Draft, to empower the Captain of the Port to detain, and diligently to search,
all Vessels which may be suspected of being engaged in the Slave-trade, and
which I trust your Lordship will approve; as being not only the most likely
mode of detecting such illegal proceedings, but also of intimidating such Per-
sons as may be disposed to engage in them.

It is proper that I should acquaint your Lordship, that the “ Maria Isabel”
was consigned to Mr. Achoval, a Spanish Merchant, now residing im this Gar-
rison. I have, &c.

(Signed) GEO. DON,
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K. G.. General and Lieut.-Governor.

&e. &e. &e.

P.S.—Since writing the above, I have: received another Communication
from Mr. Brackenbury, in which he ‘states, that Policies of Insurance have
been effected at Cadiz, both upon the “ Maria Isabel” and the“ Dichosa,” the
former at 23, and the latter at 20 per cent. ; and that the risk on both was to
the Coast of Africa, and thence with Slaves tothe Havannah. (Signed) G. D:

First Enclosure (B.) in No. 11.

Mr. Consul Brackenbury to the Lieutenant-Governor of Gibraltar.
Sir, British Consulate, Cadiz, January 23, 1826.

I APPREHEND that your Excellency will find, upon enquiry, that the
Brig-Schooner “ Afaria Isabel,” which sailed from this Place on the 20th,
for Gibraltar and St. Thomas, is gone to the Fortress of Gibraltar, not to
take in a cargo for St. Thomas, but to complete her outfit for the Coast of
Africa, her real object being the illegal and inhuman Traffick in Slaves; and
it is my duty, I conceive, to call your Excellency’s attention to the fact, lest
“any British Subject residing in Gibraltar should be concerned in any part of
so disgraceful a proceeding. It might perhaps be advisable to keep a look-
out upon a Spanish Schooner,.called “Le Dichosa,” if she should be at
Gibraltar.
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She sailed with the“ Maria Isabel” from hence on the 16th, nominally for
St. Thomas, and it was not until the former Vessel put back for some repairs,
on the 17th, that I discovered in the Maritime Diario of Cadiz, that she
had sailed on the preceding day for Gibraltar ; that fact was not mentioned in
the same Paperofthe 16th.” I have, &e.

(Signed) J.M. BRACKENBURY.
fis Excellency Sir George Don, G.C.B.

&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure (C.) in No. 11.

Captain Sweetlandtothe Lieutenant-Governor ofGibraltar.

Sir, Gibraltar, January 27, 1826.
IN attention to your Excellency’s commands,Ihave made enquiry re-

specting the destination of the Spanish Vessel « Maria Isabel,’ and have
failed to procure any information which could lead to a supposition of her

- being bound on a Slaving-voyage. Ihave seen the Consignee of this Vessel
on the subject, and explainedto him the disgrace which must attend detection
in being concerned‘in the fitting or supplying Vessels destined for such pur-
pose. He received my observations with becoming indignation, asking the
name of the author of the report. I said I could not tell him who he was,
but that your Excellency had received positive information fromCadiz, that
the “Maria Isabel” wasfitted:for a. Slaving-voyage, and should the report
be true, he, as the Consignee and Shipper of goods on board her, became, by
our Laws, a principalin the delinquency.

__ It is much to be regretted that no clue is furnished for tracing this transac-
tion; itis still more so that the Information was not furnished to the Spanish
Authorities, instead-of your Excellency, as by the Slave Treaty with Spain; a
Spanish Vessel cannot be detained on suspicion of being.engaged in Trading
in Slaves, unless she have actually Slaves on board. The Spanish Govern-
ment, on the other hand, might, on complaint, have caused the Ship to be
searched; and if shackles, or large boilers, or certain other articles, used onboard Slave-ships, might have beenfoundon board, legal measures wouldhave been taken with the Parties concerned. Atall events, thése Informations.should be laid publickly and officially, and some reasonable ground of suspi-cion stated. According to the present practice, your Excellency is chargedwith all the responsibility of an Information, and at the same time deprivedof the means of acting on it. I should strongly recommend your Excellencyto consult the Crown Lawyers on this Communication, with a view to ascer«tain what steps‘the Slave Act, and Slave Treatieswith Spain, enable you totake in thé premises, bearing in mind always, that the Cadiz Information isunaccompanied by any corrobating proof, or even suspicion ; and that theConsignee affirms the destination of the Vessel to be the Danish Island of St.Thomas, from whence, or Cuba, she is to return with a cargo of Indigo andCochineal.
The“Dichosa” is not here. I have, &e.

(Signed) WILLIAM SWEETLAND
fis Excellency General Sir George Dun, G.C.B.

&e. &e. - &e.

 

First Enclosure (D.) in No. 11.

W. Foye Esq. to Colonel Chapman.

Siz, Court House, Gibraltar,February 4, 1826.
WITH reference to your Letter of the 30th of January, transmitting to me
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the Letters of Mr. Consul Brackenbury and Mr. Sweetland, on thesubject of
the Spanish Vessel “ Maria Isabel,” suspected to be fitting out for the Slave-
trade ; and requesting, by the desire of his Excellency the Lieut.-Governor,

my opinionfortheinformation of his Excellency, as to any and what steps
should be taken respecting the Vessel in question; I have to request you will

inform his Excellency, as my opinion, that, with reference to the Letters above

stated, his ExceHency has not any facts before him whereon to ground legal

Procéedings, touching the Spanish Vessel the “ Maria Isabel.”
co I have, &c..

Colonel Chapman, C.B. (Signed) W. FOYE.

 

| First Enclosure (E.) inNo. 11. -

(Draft.) Proclamation by His Excellency Sir George Don, &e. &e. &e.

WHEREAS his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor has received infor-

mation, that several Vessels havérecently come. to this Port, for the purpose

of completing their preparations for the inhuman and detestable Traffick in

Slaves; and whereas :the acts of all Persons who mdy be engaged or con-

cerned in the equipment or lading of Vessels, whether British or Foreign,
in a British Port, for the Slave-trade, are in direct vielation of the late Acts of

Parliament, which render such proceedings highly penal: With a view,

therefore,- to lead ‘to the detection and prosecution of sucli Pétsons ‘as may

appear, on sufficient evidence, to be engaged or concerned in such illegal Traf-

fick, his Excellency is hereby pleased to empower and direct the Captain ofthe
Port to detain, and diligently to search, all yéssels touching here, which ‘indy
be suspected of being engaged, or about to be engaged, in the Slave-trade;

and te report to his Excellency forthwith such grounds of accusation_a8 the
result of his search and enquiries may enable him to make; of which Publick
Notice is hereby given, that none hereafter may’ plead ignorance.

Given at Gibraltar, this day of 1826.
By Command. “

 

First Enclosure (¥.) in No. 11.

Mr. Consud Brachenourytc che Lieutenant-Gove: nor of Gibraltar.

Sir, _ ‘British Consulate, Cadiz, February 16, 1826.

IN proofof the wisdom of the measures which your Excelletcy. his ‘so
recently resolved to adopt, and in corroboration of the, accuracy of the infor-
mation which 1 transmilted on the 23d ultimo; .

- 1 have now the honour to acquaint your Excellency, that Policies of Insu-
rance have beeneffected ‘ia this City, both upon the “ Maria Isabel” and the.

*© Dichosa,” the former at 23, the latter at 20 per cent. . The risk on both was

& the-Coast ofAfrica, thence with Slaves to the Havannah.
: I have, &c.

oe (Signed) J. M. BRACKENBURY.
Ehs Exceléency Sir George Don, G.C.B. a

&e, &e. — &e.

 

First Enclosure (G.) in No. 11.

The Lieutenant-Governor of Gibraltar toEarlBathurst.

My Lorn, , Gibraltar, March 2, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship, herewith, a Copy of a
Letter which L-have réceived from Mr. Brackenbury, His Majesty’s Consul.
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at Cadiz, respecting a Spanish Vessel under French Colours, named “ Can-tabro,” which he suspects has come to this Place, for the purpose of complet-ing her preparations tor a Slave adventure.
Immediately on the receipt of Mr. Brackenbury’s Letter, I caused enquiryto be made on the subject, by which it appears, that a French Brig, under theabove-mentioned name, arrived in this Port on the 18th January last, fromAntwerp, and cleared from hence, on the 21st of the same month, for St.Thomas. This Vessel was consigned to Messrs. Perez and Calafat, SpanishMerchants, in this Garrison, and is, I have little doubt, the same Vessel asthat mentioned in Mr. Brackenbury’s Letter.

I have, &c.
(Signed) GEORGE DON,

The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K.G. General and Lieut.-Governor.Se. Se. &e.

 

ee

First Enclosure (H.) in No. 11.

_ Mr. Consul Brackenbury to the Lieutenant- Governor of Gibraltar.

Str, British Consulate, Cadiz, February 23, 1826,
I HAVE but a minute to save the Post, and must therefore briefly state,that if your Excellency will be pleased to cause enquiry, whether a Vesselcalled the “ Cantabro” be now in the Port of Gibraltar, you will find that sheis completing her outfit for a Slave adventure. .She sails under French Colours, and belongs to 4 wealthy Merchant in thisCity, named Joaquim de Trueba.
Policies of Insurance are this day underwriting upon that Vessel ; the riskfrom Gibraltar to the Coast of Africa, thence with a cargo of slaves to Cuba.Your Excellency upon this information, will, I presume, have no difficultyin causing search to be made.
The last voyage which the “ Cantabro” made was very quick, and very pro-fitable to the Owner. So rapidly does she sail, that having fallen in with oneof our Cruizers on the Coast ofAfrica, when she had a cargo of slaves onboard, she sailed her out of sight in a few hours: this tact was stated as aninducement to the Underwriters for the present voyage.

I have, &¢.
(Signed) J. M. BRACKENBURY,4#hs Excellency Sir George Don, G.C.B:

| &e. Se. &c.

 

_ First Enclosure (I.) in No, 11.

Earl Bathurst to the Lieutenant- Governor of Gibraltar.

Sir, Downing-Street, October 13, 1825.1 HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the 27th Julylast, enclosing Copies of a Correspondence which has passed between youand His Majesty Consul at Cadiz, together with a Report from the Captain ofthe Port of Gibraltar, relative to the Spanish Schooner * Proserpina,” whichis conceived to have been fitted out there for the purpose of being employedin the Sfave-trade, and you request to be furnished with Instructions forthe guidance of your conduct, in the event of aay Spanish Vessel attemptingin future to fit out for the Slave-trade.
Uponthis subject, I have to acquaint you, in reply, that the acts of allPersons who may be concerned in the equipment or lading of Vessels,whether British or Foreign, in a British Port, for the Slave-trade, are con-
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trary to the Abolition Laws, which are now consolidated in the 5th Geo. 4,

Cap. 113, of which I enclose a Copy for your information.
You will observe, that the 2d, 4th, 7th, and 1oth Sections of that Statute,

render such proceedings highly penal, and it is your duty to encourage any

information against the offences under that Act, which can be supported on
proper evidence. -

The 4th Section authorizes the Seizure of the Ship; and if sufficient Evi-

dence could be obtained, the Vessels might be seized and prosecuted. It will

be necessary, however, that you should proceed with great caution, and you

will take care to collect and transmit accurate descriptions of the Vessels and

Persons who may be suspected of being engaged in the Slave-trade, on rea~-
sonable grounds, though there may not be sufficient Evidence to warrant pro-

ceedings against them. Ihave,&c.
(Signed) BATHURST.

H. E. General Sir George Don, G.C. B.
&e. &e. &e. .

Second Enclosure in No. 11.

R. W. Hay, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq.

Sir, Downing-Street, June 15, 1826.

WITH reference to my. Communication of the 20th ultimo, I have received
the directions of Earl Bathurst to transmit to you, enclosed, a Copy of the
Draft of a Proclamation, which his Lordship proposes to instruct the Lieu-
tenant-Governor of Gibraltar to promulgate in that Garrison, for the purpose
of making known the penalties which are denounced by Law against all Per-
sons who shall infringe the provisions of the Slave Abolition Acts; and I
am to desire, that you will lay this Paper before Mr. Secretary Canning for
his information. I am, &c. -

Joseph Planta, Jun., Esq. (Signed) R. W. HAY.
&c. &e. &e..

Sceond Enclosure (A.) in No. 11.

Draft of Proclamation to be issued by the Lieutenant- Governor of Gibraltar.

WHEREAS it hath been represented to us, that certain Ships and Vessels
owned by the Subjects ofForeign States in Amity with His Majesty, are
suspected to have entered the Bay of Gibraltar, and the Roadstead, and
Anchorage Ground of Gibraltar, for the purpose of fitting out, or completing
their outfit for voyages undertaken by them, for the‘ purpose of carrying on
the Trade in Slaves on the Coast of Africa; now, We, being desirous to the
utmost of our power to prevent all such illegal practices, do hereby warn all
His Majesty’s Subjects within thesaid Garrison and Territory of Gibraltar,
and the Port, Roadstead, and Anchorage Ground thereof, that any Person or
Persons who shall be engaged in the fitting out, manning, navigating, equip-
ping, dispatching, use, or employment, letting, or taking to freight, or on
hire; or who shall contract for the fitting ont, manning, navigating,
equipping, dispatching, using, employing, letting, or taking to freight, or on
hire; any Ship, Vessel, or Boat, in order to accomplish any of the objects or
contracts declared unlawful by the Statute made and enacted by His Majesty,

with the advice and consent of the Parliament of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, in the 5th Year of Elis Majesty’s Reign,

for the ‘Abolition of the Slave-trade; or who shall leud or advance,
or become security for the loan or advance, or who shall contract for
the lending or advancing, or for the loan or advance of money, goods,
or effects, employed, or to be employed, in accomplishing any of the

_ illegal objects or. contracts aforesaid; or who shall become guarantee and
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security, or contract for the becoming guarantee or security, for Agentsemployed, or to. be employed in accomplishing any such illegal objects orcontracts ; or who shall in any other manner engage, or contract to engage,directly or indirectly therein; or who shall ship, tranship, lade, receive, orput on board, or contractfor the shipping, transhipping, lading, receiving, orputting on board, of any Ship, Vessel, or Boat, money, goods, or effects to beemployed in accomplishing any of the said illegal objects or contracts, shalland will incur and become subject and liable to all and singular the pains,penalties, and forfeitures, provided in and by the said Statute, for thepunishment of Persons guilty of all, or any of the Offences aforesaid; and Wedo hereby strictly command and enjoin all Judges and Officers, Civil andMilitary, and all ‘other His Majesty’s Subjects within the Town andGarrisonof Gibraltar, that they and eachof them in their respective Places, be, to theutmost of their respective abilit » assisting in the prevention or detection ofall such Offences as aforesaid, as they will answer the contrary at their peril ;and We do hereby warn and strictly command and enjoin all His Majesty’sSubjects within the said Garrison and Territory, that they do abstain from all.such illegal practices, and from aiding, comforting and abetting any Personor Persons engaged therein, on pain of His Majesty’s highest displeasure, andof incurring the several penalties in and by the said Act of Parliament inthat behalf provided,
a

Third Enclosure in No. 11.

h. W. Hay, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun, Esq.
Sir,

Downing-Street, September 16, 1836.WITH reference to your Letters of the 10th and 16th of May last, on thesubject of certain Vessels which the British Consul at Cadiz was induced tobelieve had completed their equipments at Gibraltar for the African Slave-trade; I am directed by Earl Bathurst to enclose, for the intormation ofMr. Secretary Canning, Copies of a Despatch,and itsEnclosures, received fromSir George Don, in Answer to one which was addressed to him in consequenceof those Communications ; and I am to request, that you will submit toMr, Canning, Earl Bathurst's opinion, that, as His Majesty’s Minister atMadrid, in his Answer to Sir George Don’s enquiries, states, that he had noother information of the Slave-trade being carried on through assistanceobtained at Gibraltar, than what he derived from Mr. Consul Brackenburyit does not appear, according to the Correspondence which had takenplace,from time to time, on this subject, between the Consul and SirGeorge Don,Copies of which were transmitted to you in my Letter of the 20th May last,that it can be justly imputed to the latter, that he had allowed Vessels fitted‘out at Cadiz for the Slave Trade to be completed at Gibraltar, the report ofwhich prevented His Majesty’s Minister at Madrid from entering into dis~cussions on that subject with the Duke of Infantado.
Iam, &e.Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. (Signed) R.W. HAY&e.  &e. &e.

"

Third Enclosure (A.) in No. 11,

 

Lhe Lieutenant-Governor of Gibraltar to Earl Bathurst.
My Lorp, | Gibraltar July 20, 1826.

I HAVE had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s Despatch of the21st May last, enclosing Copies of Two Communications from the ForeignOffice, of the 10th and 16th of the same Month, on the subject of certainVessels, which it is alleged had completed their equipment at this Place, for
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the African Slave-trade, and desiring that I would lose no time in transmit-

ting to your Lordship whatever Correspondence may have passed, not hitherto

transmitted, between me and Mr. Brackenbury, His Majesty’s Consul at Cadiz,

in regard to the Vessels in question, or to any others which may be presumed

to have come to the Place, for a similar purpose; and also instructing me to
apply to His Majesty’s Minister at Madrid, for the purpose of learning
whether he is in possession of any facts, or general information upon this

subject, beyond the statements which he has received from Mr. Brackenbury.
I have now the honour to acquaint your Lordship, that Copies of thewhole

of the Correspondence which passed between myself and Mr. Brackenbury,
respecting the Vessels alluded to, together with such information as I had
obtained on the subject, accompanied my Communications to your Lordship
of the 27th July 1825, 12th February, and 2d March 1826. I find, however,

that two Letters on the same subject, which were addressed to the Earl of
Chatham by Mr. Brackenbury in July 1824, were not transmitted to your
Lordship; and I beg, therefore, to enclose Copies of them herewith, and

likewise Copies of the Answers which were given to them by his Lordship’s
directions.
By the annexed Copy of a Letter, which I have received from His Majesty’s

Minister at Madrid, your Lordship will observe, that he is in possession of no

information on the subject of Vessels fitting out for the Slave-trade at this

Port, beyond the statements received from Mr. Brackenbury.
I have, &c.

(Signed) GEORGE DON,
The Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, K.G. General and Lieut.-Governor.

§e. &e. &e.

Third Enclosure (B.) in No. 11.

Mr. Consul Brackenbury to the Governor of Gibraltar.

My Lorp, British Consulate, Cadiz, July 12, 1824.

I THINK it right to acquaint your Excellency that two Spanish Vessels

are fitted out in this Port, in such a manneras to leave no doubt, that

it is the intention of the Owners to employ them in the Slave-trade.

Facts so notorious as these cannot be unknown to the Spanish Authorities

here; and the objects of the Owners of these Vessels have been facilitated by

granting them Licences to carry Gans. The particulars of the Vessels, with

their reputed destinations, 1 have the honour to enclose; one of which, the

“ Alerta,” sailed yesterday for Gibraltar ; I understand that four more Vessels

are about to be taken up here for the same inhuman traffick.

I have apprised Mr. Secretary Canning of these occurrences, as well as his

Excellency Sir William a Court; and I do myself the honour to submit them

likewise to your Excellency, that they may be made known to the Officers of

the British Navy touching at Gibraltar, in case any of them should be

ordered to the Coast of Africa.

I have no reason to believe that there is any other Capital than that of

Spaniards in this odious Enterprize.
I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) J. M. BRACKENBURY.

Spanish Schooner “ Bella Dolores,’ Don Antonio Guerrero, Master,

burthen 170 tons, James Tinto, Owner, bound to St. Augustin, in the Island

of Madagascar. og

Brig “ Alerta,” Don Antonio Echeverria, Master, burthen 290 tons,

Miguel Azopardo, Owner, bound to Gibraltar and Havannah.
; (Signed) J. M. BRACKENBURY.

H. E. General the Earl of Chatham, K.G.
&e. &e. _ &ee  
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Third Enclosure (C.) in No. 11.

Colonel Chapman to Mr. Consul Brackenbury.

Sir, Gibraltar, July 20, 1824,
HIS EXCELLENCY the Governor has desired me to acknowledge the

receipt of your Letter of the 12th instant, on the subject of two Spanish
Vessels fitting out in the Port of Cadiz, in such a manner as to induce you to
believe that it is the intention of the Owners to employ them in the Slave-
trade, and that one of them (the Aferfea) had sailed for this Place. In reply
thereto, his Lordship has directed me to express his thanks for the zeal you
have manifested, and that, should any British Men-of-War touch at this
Place for the Coast of Africa, his Lordship will avail. himself of your sugges-~
tion, to give them the information contained in your Letter.

T have, &e.
J. M. Brackenbury, Esq. (Signed) S. R. CHAPMAN.

 

Third Enclosure (D.) in No. 11.
Mr, Consul Brackenbury to the Governor of Gibraliar.

My Lorp, British Consulate, Cadiz,July 17, 1824.
I HAD to address your Excelleucy on the 5th and 12th instant, since‘which time one of the Spanish Vessels alluded to in my Letter, namely, the

“ Alerta,” has sailed from the Port, and is now in Gibraltar Bay, taking insuch a cargo as demonstrates too plainly the inhuman trade in which the
Owner means to employ her.
Amongst other things, the Brig has been taking in iron, which has beencut into bars of short lengths, a strong presumptive proof that the investmentis for the Coast of Africa. It is my duty, my Lord, to represent to your Excel-lency such facts connected with thisdisgraceful Enterprise as have come tomy knowledge, facts upon which your Excellency might place every re-liance, if they were not susceptible of corroboration, at the Seat of your ownGovernment’: namely, that the Spanish Brig « Alerta,’ Antonio Eche-

verria, Master, is now completing her cargo, for the Coast of Africa, in thePort of Gibraltar; that she is nominally consigned to an English Housethere, but is virtually under the direction of the Owner, Miguel Azopardo,As the nominal Consignees are young men of respectability, it is most ear-nestly to be hoped that they are ignorant of the enormity of their conduct, insuficring themselves to bé instrumental to the detestable project. of theOwner, by being purchasers for him, in an English Settlement, of theArticles which he wants for the outfit of a Slave-ship, thouch cloaked by.him under false, and, perhaps, plausible pretences ; what is, however, knownto me at Cadiz, and to others, ought to be known to the nominal: Consigneesat Gibraltar; and I conceive, too, that your Excellency should likewise knowthat Miguel Azoparde, the Owner of the « Alerta,” is himself at Gibraltar,directing every purchase, and superintending every other preparation of hisBrig, tlie “ Alerta,” for a Slave voyage to the Coast of Africa,
T have, &e.

. . (Signed) J. M. BRACKENBURY.
Hf. E. General the Earl of Chatham, K.G.,

| &e. Be. &e.

Third Enclosure (E.) in No. 11,
Colonel Chapman to Mr. Consul Brackenbury.

 

Sin, Gibraltar, July 28, 1824.
YOUR Letter to his Exceliency the Governor, of the 17th ‘instant, rela-tive to the Spanish Brig “ /erta,” mentioned also in your former one cf the
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ath instant, has been received, and his Lordship has directed me to repeat

his assurance of giving the necessary information, should any of His Ma-

jesty’s Vessels, bound for the Coast of Africa, touch at this Place, in their
way for that destination. I have, &c.

J. M. Brackenbury, Esq. (Signed) _ S. R. CHAPMAN.

Third Enclosure (F.) in No. 11.

The Right Hon. Frederick Lamb to the Lreutenant-Governor of Gibraltar.

Sir, Madrid, July 7, 1826.

WITH reference to your Letter of the 28th ultimo, I have to acquaint

you, that I am in possession of no information on the subject of Vessels

fitting out for the Slave-trade, beyond the Statements received from Mr.
Brackenbury. Should any facts come to my knowledge, I shail lose no time

in communicating them to you.
I have, &e.

H. E. Gen. Sir George Don, K.C.B. (Signed) F. LAMB.
&e. &e. &c.

 

No. 12.

Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. Frederick Lamb.

Sir, . Foreign Office, November 10, 1826.

I HAVE to transmit to you the accompanying Copies of Despatches from

His Mayesty’s Commissioner at the Havannah*.

These Despatches prove most clearly that the Royal Order, transmitted

from Madrid to the Havannah, for the more effectual execution of the Stipu-

lations on African Slave-trade, is become a mere dead letter; and that the

Colonial Authorities of His Catholick Majesty, to whom the execution of this

Order was especially confided, not only connive at ihe evasion of it, but

openly shew that the discretionary power which they possess, will be made

use of by them, to screen from detection and punishment the most clear and

undoubted Slave-trade transactions, in the very Port of the Capital of the Pro-

vince, and before the eyes of the Governor himself. .

The « Minerva,” a Spanish Slave-trader, was chased into the Havannah

by His Majesty’s Sloop “ Pylades ;” demand was made for her examination

by the Mixed Commission, and a refusal was given by the Governor, on the

pretext that she was not actually eaptured; the real fact being, that she

escaped into the Port of the Havannah, and that the British Officer (out of

respect to His Catholick Majesty’s Flag), instead of taking possession of her,

requested’ the interference of that very Governor to tulfil the Orders of his

Sovereign.
Boats full of Slaves were seen to hurry from this Vessel. British Officers,

placed in a Boat near the Vessel, solemnly attested the fact. ‘The Governor,

on its being represented to him, treated the statement of His Majesty’s Offi-

cers as utterly unworthy of credit, and still refused to proceed against the

Vessel, alleging, that there was no pretence for supposing that shehad traded

in Slaves; and although the regular Gazette of the Port had, on her com-

*® See ClassA—Nos. 84,86, 88, and 89..  
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mencing her voyage, declared that she was sailing for Africa, the Governor
intimated, that that accountalsé was not to be believed, and that she came,
as the Captain now reported her, ‘from®Puerto Rico.
A British Officer then went on board of the Vessel, and foundevery thing

indicating that her cargo had been Slaves. The Governor still declined to
act, even so far as to take the Depositions, declaring all the reports against
the Vessel to be idle rumours. ;

It further appears, that, subsequently, some Slaves from this Vessel were,
on their passage from the Havannah to a Port at the back of the Island, taken
by a British Cruizer, and that the Vessel on board of which they were was
tried by the Mixed Commission. Such, bewever, is the intimidation em-
ployed in the Island of Cuba against those who denounce Slave-traders, that
the very Person, on whose information the capture was made, dared not give
in Court his Evidence to‘the facts of which he was a Witness.
A question being put, in the course of the Proceedings, whether the Slaves

were part of the cargo of the “‘ Minerva,” the Spanish Commissioners ob-
jected to it, on the ground that such questions did notinvolve the immediate
merits of the Case before them, and it was not until the Spanish Governor
had understood that the British Schooner was swamped, to which the Officer
and men belonged, who had witnessed the disembarkation of the Slaves, that
he offered to take their Depositions.
The extraordinary conduct of the higher Authorities, in regard to this

Case of the “ Minerva,” can only be explained by a suspicion, which cannot
but be attached to he conduct of these Authorities, namely, that they them-
selves must be in some degree iaterested in the success of these illegal trans-
actions. .

With these causes, however, His Majesty's Government have nothing to
do; but they cannot silently see the solemn Compacts entered into between
the two Countries thus flagrantly infringed.

I have to desire, therefore, that you will bring these faets to the knowledge
of the Government of His Catholick Majesty, and will acquaint the
Spanish Minister, that His Majesty’s Government do not presume to judge
what steps it is necessary for the Spanish Government to take, in respect to
the Authorities who Have thus acted in direct opposition to the Instructions,
and abused the high power entrusted to. them by their Sovereign ; but that,
unless some step be taken by the Spanish Government to protect and ensure
the execution of the Instructions issued by them, in conformity to their
Treaty, it is little less than a mockery to allow His Majesty’s Commissioners
to reside any longer at the Havannah, a Port which the Slave-traders will
henceforth consider as the Harbour for their Cargoes, and for which they
will openly and directly run their Vessels, laden with Slaves, as the safest
mode of ensuring the success of their undertakings.

 

I am, &e.
(Signed). GEORGE. CANNING.

The Right Hon. Frederick Lamb,
&e. &e. &e.

No... 13.

Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. Frederich Lamb.

Siz, Foreign Office, December 14, 1826.
I HEREWITH send to you the Copy of a Letter from His Majesty's

Consul at Cadiz, dated the 26th of October last, enclosing a publick Advertise-
ment in the Gazette of that City, for the sale of a Negress.
You have been made aware that similar Advertisements have already
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more than once, during the time which you have held His Majesty’s Mis-
sion at Madrid, appeared in the publick Newspapers of Cadiz.

These acts of slave purchase and sale, in Spain itself, are entirely repug-
nant to the spirit of the Stipulation. by which the Catholick King, in the Ist
Article of the Treaty of 22d of September 1817, “ engages to His Majesty,
that the Slave-trade shall be abolished throughout the entire Dominions of
Spain, on the30th day of May 1820.”

I have. received The King’s Commands, therefore, to desire, that you will
place these facts before the Spanish Government, with the expression of His
Majesty’s hope, that you will receive in Answer, an intimation, that Orders
will be given, immediately and publickly, for the discontinuance of a practice
which, by its prevalence in the Mother Country, mustaffordan example, the
effect of which cannot but be injurious to the due maintenance of the Faith
pledged by His Catholick Majesty in his Compacts with this Country, for
the abolition of the Slave-trade. I am, &e.
The Right Hon. Frederick Lamb, (Signed} GEORGE CANNING.

&e. &e. Se.

 

First Enclosure in No. 13.

Mr. Consul Brackenbury to John Bidwell, Esq.

Sir, . | Cadiz, October 26, 1826.

I BEG to enclose a Cadiz Diario of yesterday, which contains an Adver-
tisement for the sale of another Negress.

I have made this fact known to his Excellency Mr. Lamb.
I have, &c.

John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) J. M. BRACKENBURY.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 13. (Translation.)

(1.) Extractfrom the Diario Mercantilof Cadiz, Wednesday, Oct. 25.1826.

A NEGRESS, 20 years of age, is to be sold. She knows how to sew, to
wash, to iron, to cook, &c. Further particulars in the Calle de las Escuelas,
No. 160.

 

No. 14. .

Mr. Seeretary Canning to the Right Hon. Frederick Lamb.

Sir, i Foreign Office, December 15, 1826.

IN reference to my Despatch to you of this Series, dated. the 10th ultimo,
upon the subject of the flagrant acts of Slave-trade, committed openly and
with impunity, in the Case of the Slaves imported: into the Havannah, on
board of the Spanish Schooner “ Ad@inerva,” and afterwards transported
into another part of the Island of Cuba on board of the Spanish Steam-vessel
“* Mexicano ;” I havetotransmit to you the Copy of.a Communication
from the Admiralty to this Department, containingsome further details upon
the subject of this Case. - .
You will make such use as may appear to you. to be be advisable of these

Documents, in your Correspondence with the Spanish Government upon the
matter in question. Tam, &c.

The Right Hon. Frederick Lamb, — (Signed) GEORGE CANNING,
&e, &e. &e.  
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First Enclosure in No, 14.

John Barrow, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq.

Sir, . Admiralty Office, December 6, 1826.

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to trans-
mit to you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Canning, Copies of a Letter,
and its Enelosures, from Vice Admiral Sir Lawrence W. Halsted, respecting
the Slave-tirade carrying on on the Coast of Cuba.

Iam, &c.
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. (Signed) JOHN BARROW.

&e. &ec. &e.

Second Enclosure in No. 14.

Vice-Admral Sir L. W. Hatsted to J. W. Croker, Esq.

“ Magnificent,’ in Port Royal Harbour,
Str, Jamaica, September 29, 1826.

COMMANDER JACKSON, of His Majesty’s Sloop ‘‘ Pylades,” having
forwarded to me several Reports relating to the detention of Spanish Vessels
engaged in the illicit Traffick in Slaves, on the North Coast of Cuba, and also
to the impunity with which that Trade is still carried on there, I send, here-
with, Copies of the same, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of
the Admiralty.
The Enclosures, numbered from 1 to 8, shew, that the “ Pylades and

Magpie,” Schooner, on the 16th ultimo, chased into the Port of Havannah.
a very. suspicious Schooner, which afterwards proved to be “ La Minerva,”
under Spanish Colours, having on board upwards of 200 Negroes, who, not-
withstanding immediate information thereof was given to his Excellency
Don Dionisio Vives, the Captain General, and to Commodore Laborde,
Seventy ofthem (women) were landed at a pnblick shipping wharf, in open
day-light, on the day she was chased into the said Port ; and the remainder
the same night, as the enclosed Papers incontestably prove.

In further elucidation of the circumstances of this extraordinary affair, I
beg their Lordships’ attention to the detailed Affidavit, No. 9, which I have
obtained from Mr. (now Lieutenant) Nott, who came tojoin the “‘ Harlequin,”
by the “ Union,” Schooner, which brought me Commander Jackson’s Des-
patches; and I purpose obtaining the Oath of Lieutenant Hast also, to a
duplicate of the said Affidavit, on the return of the “ Pylades.” The Case of
this Vessel is, I'am informed, before the Spanish Admiralty Court, for deci-
sion, and not before that of the Mixed Commission.
By the further Enclosures, numbered from 10 to 14, their Lordships will

learn, upon Commander Jackson having received good information, that some
of the above-mentioned Negroes, who were landed from the Schooner “ La
Minerva,” were concealed on board. the Spanish Sieam-vessel “ Mexicano,”
which plies between Havannah and, Matanzas, he, on the 20th Angust,
boarded her when she was out three miles from the Moro; and although her
Master most positively denied there were any such Negroes on board, and
evinced every desire to. resist being searched, 20 new Negroes, for whom he
had no Passports, were diseovered secreted below.

In this Case I must likewise réfer their Lordships to the detailed Affidavit,
which Ihave received from Lieutenant Nott, Nu. 15, and toa Duplicate of
which, on the return of the “ Pylades,” I shall also obtain the Oath of Lieu-
tenant Hast The result of this Trial before the Court of Mixed Commission
was, that the ‘‘ Mexicano” should be restored, the Spaniards interested having
produced the greatest number of Affidavits; though, in this restoration, their
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Lordships will find by the Finclosure No. 14, that W. S. Macleay, Esq. the
British Commissioner of Arbitration, has not concurred. _ With such glaring

Cases as these, happening in the Port of Havannah, their Lordships will rea-
dily believe, that the Schooner “ La Dichosa,” mentioned in the last Enclo-

sure, No. 16, foundnodifficulty whatever in landing her slaves at an Out

Port, as reported by the late Lieutenant Smith, who is perfectly correct in

remarking, that this is not a solitary instance of the Spanish Brig-of-War
« Bellona,” affording countenance to Vessels engaged in the Slave-trade; the

Brig alluded to in the Enclosure, No. 3, of my Despatch of the ‘24th Au-

gust, 1825, being this same “ Bellona.”
From the cireumstances of the Case of the “ Mexicano,” it willbe apparent

to their Lordships, how easily the Provisions of the Convention for the sup-

pression of the Traflick in Slaves may be evaded, ‘f the people of Cuba can
transport their Slaves coastwise, without Passports emanating from the highest

local Authorities. A Slave-vessel, in short, need only succeed in landing her

cargo on any point of the Coast, and at leisure remove them with impunity
to all Parts of the Island.

I have the honour to be, &c.
J. W. Croker, Esq. (Signed) -L. W. HALSTED, Vice-Admiral.

&e. &c. &e.

 

Second Enclosure (1.) in No. 14.

Captain Jackson to Vice-Admiral Sir L. W. Halsted.

(Extract.) H.MLS. © Pylades,” Havannah, Sept. 11, 1826.

ON the 16th ultimo, in company with the “ Magpie,” we observed a very

suspicious looking Vessel, which afterwards proved to be the Spanish Slave-
schooner “ Minerva,” standing in for the Land. Letters, numbered from 2

to 8, and Lieut. Smith’s Letter, No. 5, will fully explain the circumstances

attending this nefarious transaction, wherein it has since come to my know-

ledge, that part of the Slaves from the said Schooner were Janded during

day-light even in the Port of Havannah, the others, as Lieut. Smith’s above-
mentioned Letter will shew, were positively landed during the Night. .
On the Morning of the 20th ultimo, I boarded the Steam-vessel “ Mexi-

cano,” out 3 miles from the Moro; my Letters, numbered 10 to 14, and

the Statement of Lieut. Hast and Mz. Nott, Mate, No. 13, containan ex-

planation of the cause of her detention; but in writing the Letter No. 13, I

could not possibly foresee, that Oaths would be made, and handed in, as
epposite to truth as the North is to the South Pole.

First, the Master of the Vessel swore, that she was within musket-shot of

the Moro when boarded; next, that he did not deny having Slaves on board,

nor permission to search, and that they were not secreted. away. :

Count San Fernando (the Owner of the Slaves) swore they had been nine

Months in the Island; the Curate, that he had baptized them; and the

Overseer of the Estate, that they had been that time on the Property.

The Governor, being applied to by the Commissioners, to know if he had

been in the habit of giving Passports, replied, that he had not; though this
was a solitary instance of truth on that side of the question, it was, never-

theless, a subterfuge, for he, some Months previously, made a Proclaination,

forbidding the conveyance of Slaves from one part of the Island to another,
consequently no Passports were applied for.
“The Boarding Officer, or myself, was not called on to give Evidence, or

we would have had no difficulty in proving, by their own statement, the
perjury they had committed. Notwithstanding every thing appears to me
as plain as the light at Noon-day, yet, on the 29th of August, the Court de-
cided that I should give up the Vessel, although they acknowledged the
correctness of my Statement. “They have decidedly acted contrary to Evi-.
dence.  
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Mr. Macleay, Commissioner of Arbitration, will send home his Opinion
the first opportunity, which is, that the Vessel should be condemned, beea 48e

the act of detention was just; but the Spanish Commissioners say, there is

no peualty attached to a breach of that Article, thereby shewing a deter-

mination to take advantage of every trifle in favour of the Trade, though

contrary to the true meaning of the Acts for the Abolition of Slavery.

However, I am of opinion, that the landing of the Slaves from the “ Di-

chosa,” the “ Minerva” Schooner, in the face of all, the Authorities in the

Harbour of Havannah, the detention of the “ Mexicano” Steam-vessel, to-
gether with the decision ot the Court, will bring the matter to such a crisis,
as to cause the adoption of the necessary Measures to ensure the impossibility

of a recurrence of the kind,
At this moment, the Trade is so far free that they may carry Slaves from

one part of the Island to another, although it could be proved that they had
only been landed the day before.

Mr. Nott has given his Evidence betore the Court alluded to by the
Governor, and can answer any questions you may think necessary for your
information. (Signed) G.V. JACKSON, Comm eccr.
Vice-Admiral Sir L. W. Halsted.

 

Second Enclosure (2.) in No. 14.

Captain Jackson tothe British Commissioner ofArbitration at the Havannah.

- SEE First Enclosure in No. 84, Class A.

Second Enclosure (3.) in No. 14.

Captain Jackson to the Captain- General of Cuba.

SEE Ninth Enclosure in No. 84, Class A.

Second Enclosure (4.) in No. 14..

The Captain-General of Cuba to Captain Jackson.

SEE Fourth Enclosure in No. 84, Class A.

Second Enclosure (5.) in No. 14,

. Lieutenant Siith to Cuptain Jackson.

Sir, Mis M’s. 8.“ Magpie,” Havannah, Aug. 16, 1826.
IN obedience to your orders I anchored here last Night, and proceeded on

Shore, to gain any further particulars relating to the Schooner chased into
this Port by Ilis Majesty’s Sloop under your command. A ramour was pre-
valent of her’ having Slaves on board at that moment.

Agreeably to your directions, I then stationed a Boat to watch her move-
ments during the Night, which duty devolved on Mr. Nott, whom you sent
with us, and was executed with much vigilance on bispart.

Between the hours of 11 and 12, he observed 6 or 7 Boats leave her,
fall of Negroes, and, from following’ them closely, bears witness to their
landing at the Shipping Wharf near the Church of San Francisco, Infor-
mation of tie above fact was immediately given to the Commodore’s Ship,
and conceiving a moment’s delay would be of consequence, I communicated
with the Captain-General and Commodore Laborde as soon as it was pos-
sible, which Communication E have the honour to enclose.

Shortly previous to your anchoring I examined the Schooner, in company
with a Spanish Officer, and found her. as follows; “La Minerva,” Manuel
Fernantez, Master, 3 guns and 35 men, said to be 42 days from Porto Rico,
in ballast, but in every respect fitted asa Slaver, and, from her appearance
alone, musi have landed her cargo very recently.

I have, &e.
(Signed) EDW. SMITH, Lieut. and Commander.

Commander Jackson, “ Pylades.”
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Second Enclosure (6.) in No. 14,

Lieutenant Smith to the Captain-General of Cuba.

His Majesty's Schooner “ Magme,” Havannah,
SIR, August 17, 1826, 11.80. P.M.

1 BEG to report to your Excellency 6 or 7 Boats full of Negroes are now in
the act of landing at the Shipping Wharf from the Schooner chased by His
Britannick Majesty’s Sloop “ Pylades” to this Port.

I have, &e.
(Signed) EDW. SMITH, Lieut. and Commander.

His Eacellency General Vives.

Second Enclosure (7.) in No. 14.

The Captain-General of Cuba to Lieutenant Smith.

SEE Third Enclosure in No. 84, Class A.

Second Enclosure (8.) in No. 14. (Translation.)

Captain Laborde to Lieutenant Smith.

On board the “ Guerrero,” in the Port of Havannah,
Sir, _ August 17, 1826.

BY the Letter, dated at half-past 11 o’Clock last Night, which you delivered
to me this Morning, I am informed, that at that hour there were 6 or 7 Boats
landing Negroes that have been brought here in a Spanish Merchant Schoo-
ner, which was chased into this Port yesterday by the English Sloop-of-War
“Pylades,” concerning which circumstance the necessary enqhiries had already
been instituted, in consequence of a Communication from his Excellency the
Captain-General of the Island, in which he enclosed to me the Letter he had
received from you on the same subject.

I have the honour, &c.
Lieutenant Smith. (Signed) ANGEL LABORDE,

Second Enclosure (9.) in No. 14.

Affidavit of Lieutenant Nott.

Statement of Circumstances relative to the “ Minerva,” Spanish Slave

Schooner, which cume under my immediate notice while serving in Eis
Majesty's Sloop “ Pylades,” on the Havannah Station.

ON the 16th of August 1826, about 2. 30. p.m., I was ordered by Captain
Jackson to proceed into the Havannah, and examine a suspicious Schooner,
under Spanish Colours, chased by His Majesty’s Sloop “ Pylades” into that

Port; and if any opposition should be made to my so doing, to apply to the
Spaniso Flag-Ship for assistance.

In pursuance of these directions, I proceeded on board the Schooner,
then just anchoring, and apparently in charge of a Spanish Naval Officer and

guard. Cn stating my desire to know from whence the Schooner had arrived,
and what Cargo she had on board, the Naval Officer commanded that no Per-

son should reply to my questions but himself; end then informed me, through
the medium ofa man who spoke English, that a British Officer had no right to
demand any accountofa Spanish Vessel under Spanish Colours in aSpanish Port.

[replied, that from the Vessel’s suspicious appearance, and from her having
used every exertion, both by sweeps and sails, to escape from a British Man
of War, I felt perfectly justified in making such demand, and that if it was  
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not complied with, I must make application to the Spanish Authoritics for
the requisite information. -
He said the Master had supposed he was chased by a Colombian Cruizer,

and further gave me to understand that no more questions should be answered.
unless enforced by an order from the Governor.
-From the anxiety expressed by the Master of the Vessel, that none of her

Crew should communicate with the Men of the “ Pylades ;” from the dilapi-

dated state of her hull, masts, and rigging; and from the hatchways being
carefully closed, and covered with loose spars, &c.; my suspicions were not
only excited that she had been engaged in the illicit conveyance of Slaves from
the Coast of Africa, but that a considerable number were actually on board
at the moment of my visiting her. This I stated to the Commanding Officer
of “ Le Guerrero,” the Commodore’s Flag Ship, and from hin demanded as-
sistance to make the necessary investigation. He referred me to the Com-
modore himself at the Admiralty-House, where I was informed by the Secre.
tary and Flag Lieutenant, in junction with the Officer I had previously seen
on board the Schooner, that the Commodore was dining with the Governor,
To the Flag Lieutenant, who spoke English fluently, I related the circum-

stances attached to the Vessel chased in by the ‘ Pylades,” and also expressed
my desire to be furnished with permission to satisfy myself by ocular demon-
stration, whether she had Negroes on board or not. ‘This was refused by the
Secretary and himself,on the former plea, that I had no right to question a
Spanish Vessel in a Spanish Port.
From hence I proceeded to the Governor's, and requested to be admitted

to his presence. 1 was informed by an Officer in waiting, that bis Excellency
was engaged, and also that the Commodore had not dined there. I recapitu-
Jated my suspicions relative to the Schooner, to the first Officer, and to two
others whohad joined him; on which one, apparently of rank, accompanied
me to the Wharf; and having clearly ascertained which was the Vessel, and
tully possessed himself of all circumstances relative to her, both from me and
others, he embarked in a Government Boat, and went on board her,
desiring me to meet him at the Governor’s Palace on his return; which I
did, and was there informed, after a consultation of considerable length, in
which, besides the three Officers already mentioned, two other Gentlemen
joined, “that the Governor did not feel authorized either to permit me to
eXamine the Vessel, or to farnish me with anyparticulars respecting her, for
the information of the Captain of the “ Pylades,” until she had been officially
reported to him by the Commandant of Marine, at whose Office I must apply.”
On returning to the Admiralty Office, I found that the Spanish Boat’s

Crew, who had accompanied the Governor’s Officer to the Schooner. had
communicated to my men that she was the “ Minerva” from Princes Island
with 250 slaves then on board, To the Seeretary I stated this additional cir,
ecumstance, and again desired .to be admitted to the presence of the Commo-
dore, whose absence he did not,then mention, but entered an inner Apartment,
as I imagined, for the purpose of communicating my desire. After some time
had elapsed he rejomed me, and declared that the Commodore was in the
Country, and would not probably arrive till very late. |

It was now near sun-set, after which time, no Boats are allowed to leave the
Harbour, without especial permission ; 1 therefore returned to the Pylades,”
informing the Captain of «ll the particulars here related, also of my opinion
that if a possibility existed of a Vessel entering the Havannah with Negroes,
the “* Minerva” had a considerable nuinber stowed beneath her hatches at the
time of my boarding her; and moreover that I had perceived on my passage
out of the Port, that she had removed from her first anchorage, to aWharf
situated near Casa Blanca, the general rendezvous for Vessels engaged in the
Slave-trade. °

On this Captain Jackson ordered the “ Magpie,” Lieutenant Smith, to pro-
ceed into the Harbour, and anchor as near to the suspected Vessel as possible ;
providingme with a Boat, that I might have an opportunityof observing the
motions of the “ Minerva,” during the Night. } °
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-On anchoring, Lieutenant Smith and myself proceeded on Shore, and there
found it publickly reported that the “‘ Minerva”. had arrived that day from
the Coast of Africa with between 200 and 300 Negroes on board, though her

name was enrolled at the Custom-House, as being from Porto Rico, 30 days,
in ballast. a

For the purpose of wotching her, I lay as near to the Vessel as the risk of
discovery would admit, being accompanied by 2 Seamen in the “ Magpie’s”
Boat; and between the hours of 11 and 12, perceived a common Passage~
boat, provided with an awning, leave the quarter of the “ Minerva” which was
next the Wharf, and make for the Havannah, followed by two more; I ran
alongside the first, and clearly saw, by the aid of the Moon, which was full
and unclouded, at least’ 20 unclothed Negroes stowed in the bottem of her,
with their heads shaved.
The Boatman seized on some missile, and discharged it at my head, which,

however, it passed, and striking the side of the Boat, fell into the water. Not
wishing to encounter a repetition of this, without retort, nor yet to excite
alarm, I produced a pistol, and threatened if he did not pull quietly on his
course, to silence him with the contents of it.

I examined the second and third Boats, in like manner, and found that they
contained a cargo similar to the first; but guarded each by 2 or 3 people
in Spanish habits, and these I perceived were followed by3 or 4 more.
My orders being expressly to observe, and not to attack, I quiet]y rowed at

a small distance, till they finally, to the number of6 or 7 large Boats, landed
upwards of 100 Negroes on one of the most publick Wharts in the Havannah,
at the back of the Church of St. Francisco, and within 20 yards ofa Spanish
Guard-House, containing Soldiers. It ray be proper also to mention, that
the Negroes were all handed from the Boats to the deck of an American
Vessel exposed for sale, and thence to the Wharf.

Immediately the landing was effected, several of the Boats gave chase to
me, and as, from the cursing of the boatmen, I had every reason to suppose
their intent was hostile, I returned to ‘the “ Magpie,” and acquainted Lieute-
nant Smith with the foregoing circumstances, and by his directions gave
immediate intelligence to the Commanding Officer of the Flag Ship, that the
“* Minerva” was at that time landing Negroes on the Wharf of St. Francisco.

His reply was, “ that he had no authority to interfere in the prevention of
it, but that the Commodore should be furnished with my report in the
“* Morning.”
The 2 men who accompanied me in the Boat this Night, and declared

themselves ready to make Oath to all the particularsin this Statement, are, I
regret to observe, involved in the unfortunate fate of the “ Magpie.”
At day-light I conveyed a written Account of the events of the preceding

Night to the Governor,from Lieutenant Smith, and on being admitted to the
presence of his Excellency, was told by him, that he would instantly commu-
nicate with the Admiralty on the subject, and give me an Answer, which he
did, and I subsequently delivered it to Lieutenant Smith, who had in the
mean time waited on the Commodore, and, as he stated. to me, been supplied
by him with an Order to examine. the “Minerva,” in company with the
Harbour Master; and that he had found her in that state which Vessels
usually are, who have, after a very long voyage, recently landed Negroes;
being excessively dirty, with the holds perfectly clear, except of water casks,
and the remains of those provisions which are usually supplied to Negroes,
such.at rice, oil, &c.; also, that she was armed with one long 9-pounder
amid-ships, and an 18-pounder carronade on each broadside. He moreover
informed me, that the Commodore had confessed to him that he was at home |
on the preceding Evening at the time that J had waited on him, but that being
fatigued he had denied himself. . SO
On Monday, the 4th of September, I was examined on the honour of a

British Officer, before one of the Admiralty Courts, respecting the fact of the
« Minerva” having landed Negroes in the Havannah Harbour, and the manner

_4n which it was effected.
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On this occasion my evidence was similar in all points to the above relation,
at which the Naval Commandant, presiding, expressed some surprize, as he
had a letter (which he read) from the Harbour Master, who had examined the
Vessel with Lieutenant Smith, stating, that they both concurred in opinion
that she had not been engaged in the illicit conveyance of Slaves, for that
there was no room or accommodation in her for that Traifick, or provision on
board, save such as was customary to provide for a Spanish Crew. I replied,
“T regretted much the lamented death of Lieutenant Smith prevented his
appearing to falsify what I, however, there publickly declared to be totally
void of truth.
On a demand being made for the two Seamen who had accompanied me,

and were unfortunately drowned; and some demur occurring as to want of
more evidence, I pointed out Mr. Wade, Master of the * Mary Brade,” Liver-
poolMerchant-ship, who, with his two Apprentices, had, about sun-set of the
Eveningof the 16th of August, seen and counted 64 female Negroes, handed
from the hold of the “ Minerva,” and thence to the Wharf alongside which
she was moored. This Gentleman’s evidence, with that of his two Appren-
tices, has been, as I subsequently learnt from bim, demanded in the same
Court, and taken on oath, To all that is here stated I am ready to swear,
should I be called upon so to do.

Signed by me in Port Royal Harbour,) (Signed) JOHN N. NOTT,
September 27, 1826. Acting Lieutenant.

P.S.—In the conversations mentioned in the foregoing Statement, I either
spoke French, when it was understood, or had the assistance of an Interpreter
who spoke Spanish and English. (Signed) JOHN N. NOTT.

As far as the Undersigned Deponent has mentioned in the foregoing State-
ment that he himself was personally concerned, he voluntarily maketh oath
to the truth thereof. (Signed) JOHN N. NOTT.

Sworn before me, this 30th day of (Signed) JoserH Barnes, ©
September 1826, at Kingston. Mayor.

 

Second Enclosure (10.) in No. 14.

Captain Jackson to the Mixed Commission at the Havannah.

SEE First Enclosure in No. 89, Class A.

Second Enclosure (11.) in No. 14.

Captain Jackson to the Capiain-General of Cuba.

Sir, Hf. M. Sloop “ Pylades,” Havannah, Aug. 22, 1826

T HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excellency that, on the 20th instant
I detained the Steam-vessel “* Mexicano,” Don Joze Lopez, Master, in con--
sequenceof her having on board 20 Slaves, in direct violation of Article 7 of
the Treaty concluded. between Their Britannick and Catholick Majesties, on
the 23d of September 1817.
The more minute particulars, your Excellency will be furnished with by

the British Commissioner. I have, &c. ‘
(Signed) G. V. JACKSON, Commander.

His Excellency Generat hives.
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Second Enclosure (12.) in No. 14. (Translation:)

The Captain- General of Cuba to Captain Jackson.

Officeafthe Captain- General of the ever Faithful Islandof Cuba,
Havannah, August 26, 1826.

AS the subject of the detention of the Steam-boat “ Mexicano,” from the

circumstance of there being on board of her, as you state, 20 Slaves, relates to

the Mixed Commission, 1 have this day written to the Members of the said

Commission, and directed them to institute the necessary enquiries into the

subject, conformably to the ends of justice; and I mention this in reply to

your Letter of this date, in which you are pleased to communicate the occur-

rence to me. God preserve you many Years,

(Signed) F. D. VIVES.

The Commander of the English Frigate “ Pylades.”

 

Second Enclosure (13.) in No. 14.

Statement of Lieutenant Philip Hast, and Mr. John Nott, Mate of His
Majesty's Ship “ Pylades.”

ON Sunday the 20th day of August 1826, at 6.30. a.m., the Ship being

then about 4 miles East of the Moro, we, Lieutenant P. Hast, and Mr.

Nott, Mate, did, in pursuance of orders, board the Steam-vessel “ Mexicano,”

to discover if, in accordance with the information received against her, she

was in any manner engaged in the illicit TraflickofNegro Slaves: on stating

our intent to the Master of the Vessel, he positively refused to allow search of

any description to be made, at the same time declaring, that he had no Ne-

groes on board, but the Servants attached to the Passengers, who were to be

seen on deck: He then loudly desired the helm to be put up that he might

run back to Havannah. ‘This was prevented, and a Boat dispatched to the

Ship for further Instructions. In the mean time we proceeded to the fore

part of the deck among the Negro Servants there assembled, and do positively

declare that they were not to be identified with, nor did in any manner

resemble the Slaves afterwards found in the hold. On ordering the fore-

hatches to be lifted, the Crew jumped on them, and refused to be removed

unless by violence. On the return of the Boat with additional force, and orders

to search, let what would occur, the Master, by the advice of the Passengers,

declined further resistance, and delivered up the charge of the Vessel. Lieute-

nant Hast then proceeded, with a party of hands, into the fore-hold, and though

sufficient light was conveyed, both hatches being off, he perceived no person

there. Mr. Nott and more hands then descended, and was likewise convinced

that no living creature was openly visible, but, on removing some furniture,

chairs, tables, &c, 14 Negroes were produced from beneath them, stowed

between the bulk-heading that separated the Steam-boilers from the Vessel’s

side, and 6 more (females) from the fore-peak, secreted by rope, sails, and a

hawser being coiled upon them. The Master was then informed, that if he

possessed a Licence from the Government of Havannah, authorizing the

conveyance of these Negroes, the detention would be withdrawn; but he

produced only a Paper permitting the Vessel to run between Havannah and

Matanzas for 30 days; on which she was taken in charge by the Officers and

Crew of His Majesty’s Ship. ;

From the miserably emaciated and diseased state of the Slaves, their awk-

ward manner of using the new clothes with which they had evidently been

just supplied; their total ignorance of European customs,and of any European

language ; and also from observing that their heads were close shaved, after  
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the manner of those recently imported, we do not hesitate in declaring our
firm belief, that they could not have been landed many days, and the more
especially as the Passengers, far from concealing, rather openly. spoke of andjoked on the subject of their being part of the eargo of the “ Minerva” Slave-schooner, chased in by the “ Pylades” a few days previous.. And moreover,ourbelief in this is strengthened, by having heard the Master of the BritishBrig* “ Mary Brade,” of Liverpool, say, that he recognised one of the women(remarkable in her appearance), as having been landed from the “ Minerva”on her arrival in Havannah.
We have further to observe, that out offifty-three passengers, six alone{and those general Traders ‘between the two Ports) were not supplied withregular. Passports from the Government; and that all the Negroes,with theexception of the 20 secreted in the hold, were either separately furnished withsuch Document, or included in that of their Masters,
Given under our hands, on board His Majesty’s Sloop “ Pylades,” Ha-vannah, this 24th day of August, 1826.

(Signed) PHILIP HAST, Senior Lieutenant.
JOHN N. NOTT, Mate.

* Ww. Spade, Owner, Brade and Moore ofLiverpoal,

 

Second Enclosure (14.) in No. 14,

Sentence of the Mixed Commission at the Havannah. in the Case of the
‘© Mexicano.” ;

SEE Eighth Enclosure in No. 89, Class A.

 

Second Enclosure (15.) in No. 14,

Affidavit of Lieutenant Nott.

Statement of Occurrences relative to the Detention of the “ Mexicano” Steam~ Packet, offthe Havannah, by His Majesty's Sloop « Pylades.”
ON the 20th of August 1826, about 6 a. m., the Ship being then at least4 miles from the Moro Fort, I was ordered by Captain Jackson to proceed,under the command of Lieutenant Hast, and examine the Steam Packet“€ Mexicano,” apparently on her passage to Matanzas, to discover, bydiligentsearch, whether she was in any. mannerengaged in the illicit conveyance ofslaves from one Port in the Spanish Possessions to another, as most expresslyforbid by Article 7, which he pointed out to me, in theTreaty betweenTheir Catholick and Most Christian Majesties The Kings of Spain andGreat Britain.
Accordingly, on boarding the “ Mexicano,” by direction of Lieut, Hast. Idemanded of the Master his Licence from the Government of Havannah ‘toconvey the Negroes to Matanzas, which I knew, frompositive informationwere then on board. He denied having any Negroes, and, consequently thenecessity of a Passport of this description ; calling out, at the same time injunction with the Passengers, to return to the Havannab, and ordering ‘thehelm to be altered for that purpose, which I immediately prevented btaking the tiller from the helmsman, and”placing a guard ‘over it. Lieu’,Hast then stated his orders to:searcli the Vessel, which the Master intimatedhe should not do, again denying the presence of any ‘Negroes pn boardexcept the Servants ofthe Passengers, who were all on the deck, Lieut Hastthen dispatched a Boat to the “ Pvlades” for additional force and instrue-tions ; and, in the mean time, we both pr

: é oceeded among those Blacks as-sembled on the fore-part of the deck; and I am ready to make Oath, that
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they were not to be identified with, nor did'in any manner, except form and

colour, resemble those Negroes afterwards discovered secreted in the hold.
On ordermg the fore-hatches to be litted, several of the Crew jumped on

them, and refused to be moved, unless by. force. Tie generality -of the

Passengers began now to be vehemently clamorous, desiring. the Master, ir

he had any Negroes on. board, to produce them, that the Vessel might he

liberated, and permitted to return to the Havannah. But amongst the fore-

most of those who opposed this, and contributed to disturbance, both at this

time and during the succeeding passage, was one Henry Stondon, calling

himself Merchant of Havannah, and who eventually proved to.be so; another

of the Passengers mentioned that the Mate, on perceiving me in one of the

Boats, approaching the ‘“‘ Mexicano,” to board her, had exclaimed, “ There

is the Officer who boarded the“ Minerva,” he is coming to pay usoff for that

business, I suppose.” My conviction now became stronger that Negroes were
positively on board, contrary to the existing Laws.
Ou the arrival of orders from Captain Jackson, to search, let what would

occur, with a sufficient force to compel compliance, the Master of the “ Mexi-

cano” signified his intent to offer no further opposition, and declared that he

considered himself, from that moment, no longer in charge of. the Vessel.

Lieut. Hast and myself then proceeded to the forehold, into. which we

descended, and became satisfied that no Person was openly visible, though

sufficient light was conveyed through, the hatchway, both the hatches being

off; but on ordering some chairs andother furviture to be removed from

between the bulk-heading, which separated the steam-boilers from the Vessel’s

side, 14 male Negroes were discovered stowed beneath these articles, and ex-

posed to the intense heat produced by the lighted stoves. The general idea

which seemed to pervade the minds of these poor wretches was, that their

throats would be instantly cut, and they besought us, by the most supplica~

ting signs and gestures, to spare them from the horrid fate they seemed to

anticipate. On comprehending, from our assurances, that deliverance, not

destruction, was intended, their joy bécame unbounded, and one, more intelli-

ligent than the rest, pointed to thé fore-peak, where, after diligent investiga-

‘tion, 6 females were found underneath rope sails and a hawser, the whole of

which must have:been deliberatelycoiled upon them, for the purpose of con-

cealment.. The greater part of these unfortunate beings,. both male. and

female, were afflicted with severe ophthalmia, and, at the time of discovery,

nearly deprived of sight, from the quantity and nature of the discharge,

encrusted from want of attention of the eyes and upper part of the face.

Tfurther observed that they were all shaved, similar to the Negroes landed

from the ‘ Minerva,” and I lave no hesitation in affirming, from their total

ignorance of any European language or custom; from the newness. of their

clothes, and the awkward mode in which they used them evidently consider-

ing them as a novelty; and from the disinclination they evinced to European

provision, as well as‘ their general manner and appearance, that they had been
very recently imported trom Africa, though, on the subsequent ‘Trial before

the Mixed Commission, the Owner, (a Spanish Marquis) andseveral other

people of respectability, swore to their- having been above 9 Months on the

island of Cuba, which assertions afterwards became the publick: joke of Ha-

yaunah, and were decidedly considered, iu general opinion, as deliberate

falsehoods.. Indeed, from the conversations of the Passengers, who, far from

concealing, rather openly conversed on the subject of their being part of the

~ cargo of the “ Minerva,” as well as from the circumstance of Mr. Wade,

‘Master of the “ Mary Brade,” Liverpool, Merchant Brig, having recognised

one of the women (very remarkable in her appearance,) as being landed

from that Scl.coner, on the Evening of the 16th August,I firmly belive that

the 20 Negroes secreted in the Hold of the “ Mexicano,” were part of those

landed in Havannah, from the “‘ Minerva” Spanish Schooner, previousiy
chased in by the ‘ Pylades.”

After 4strict investigation.in every part ofthe “e Mexicano,” the Master was
_ informed, that if he possessed a Permission from the Government of Ha-
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vannah, authorising him to convey Negrocs who were slaves, from one Port
in the Spanish Possessions to another, his Vessel would be immediately libe-
rated, and on his stating, that he was only provided with one Paper, which
proved to be a Licence for himself and Crew to run the Steam- packet
‘¢ Mexicano,” between Havannah and Matanzas, for 30 days, she was taken
possession ot by His Majesty’s Officers, and sail made, in company with the
‘* Pylades,” the Engineer having refused, at the instance of the Master, to put
the machimery in motion, which resolution was, howeyer, overruled by the
Passengers on the following day; and by great exertion the “ Pylades” and
the ‘* Mexicano” arrived in the Havannah, on Monday Night, the 21st.
On the Passengers leaving the Vessel, 47, out of 53, produced, and had

their Passports registered, the remaining 6, being General Traders between the
2 Ports, trad not supposed it necessary to provide such Document; but I
am ready to swear, that all the Negroes on board, with the exception of the
20 secreted in the hold, were either furnished with separate Passports, or in-
claded in that of the Master.
One of the Owners of the “ Mexicano,” after the liberation of theVessel,

unguardedly confessed to me, in conversation, that the Negroes in question
had been embarked from the Church of St. Francisco (tbe Place where I had
previously observed part of the Cargo of the “ Minerva” landed) on the
Morning of the 2oth, for conveyance to Matanzas.
Of all the cireumstances here related, except this last, Lieut. Hast must be

perfectly aware, and I have no doubt, in conjunctionwith mysclf, is ready to
make Oath to the truth of. 7

Signed by me, in Port Royal Harbour, onthe 27th day of September 1826.
(Signed) JOHN NEALE NOTT, Acting Lieutenant.

P.S. In the conversations mentioned in the foregoing Statement, I either
spoke in French, when it was understood, or had the assistance of an Inter-preter, who Spoke Spanish and English.

(Signed) JOHN NEALE NOTT,
As far as the undersigned Deponent has mentioned in the foregoing State-ment, that he himself was personally concerned, he voluntarily maketh Oathto the truth thereof.
> (Signed) JOHN NEALE NOTT, Aeting Lieutenant.
Sworn before me, this 30th day of September 1826, atKingston.

(Signed) Jos. Barnes, Mayor,

 

Second Enclosure (16.) in No. 14.

Lieutenant Smith to Captain Jackson.

fis Majesty's Schooner * Maz: te,” July 1826,Sir, Port Mariel, SEs Miles. 719:
FOR the information of the Commander-in-Chief, I have to report, HisMajesty’s Schooner under my command, on the 18th instant cruizing offPuerto Cabafias, observed the Spanish Brigantine-of-War « Bellona,”withConvoy, making for that Port; amongst whom was a Schooner of so verysuspicious appearanceI felt it my duty to board. } ;Our near approach to the entrance of the Harbour would not admit of thisuntil they had anchored. I then communicated with the “ Bellona,”whose Commander most distinctly asserted her to be from Cadiz to BahiaHonda, and Havannah, in ballast; considering myOrders, in any Casewouldnot admit ot a Vessel of this description to pass unnoticed, I persistedtm my former determination, with many objections on his part, and found heras follows :-—

.- La Dechosa,” Spanish Schooner, of 3 guns and 23 mien, Don Ramon
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Tores, Master, by Papers, from St. Thomas, in ballast, apparently had landed
slaves very lately : my want of evidence to the latter fact would not warrant

her detention. I, therefore, proceeded to Bahia Honda, and gained informa-

tion of the above Schooner having landed 158 slaves, some distance to leeward

of that Port.
I must beg to call the attention of the Commander-in-Chief towards the

conduct of this Spanish Vessel-of-War, being, I believe, not a solitary

instance of her attempt to screen a Vessel engaged in the illicit traffick we are
both bound to extirpate.
At Bahia Honda, ‘“ La Dichosa,” not in any way making a secret of her

voyage, the “ Bellona” could not have been ignorant of it. Whilst I regret

the escape of this Vessel, I must observe, she came by way of Cape Antonio,

and put into Bahia Honda for water, after landing her cargo ; the “ Magpie”
cruizing between that Port and Mariel. Thave, &c.

(Signed) EDWARD SMITH, Lieut. and Commander.
G. V. Jackson, Esq.

 

No. 15. .

The Right Hon. F. Lamb to Mr. Secretary Canning. |

Sir, . Madrid, December 10, 1826.

IN compliance with the Orders conveyed in your Despatch, Slave-trade,

of the 3d of October of the present Year, | addressed to the Spanish Mi-

nister a Note, of which a Copy is enclosed, complaining of the piratical

proceedings on the Coast of Africa of Vessels under the Spanish Flag.

You will perceive, by the Answer of M. Salmon to this Cominunication,

which is likewise enclosed, that Orders have been transmitted to the Spanish

Authorities in the West Indies to seize the “ Carolina” wherever this Vessel
shall make her appearance. Ihave, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) F. LAMB.
&e. &e. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 15.

The Right Hon. F. Lamb to the Chevalier Salmon.

Madrid, November 9, 1826.

THE Undersigned, &c., has the honour to transmit to his Excellency M.

Salmon, His Catholick Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State, Translations of

Papers, containing an account of one of those Cases, of which there have

recently occurred many instances, in which the Flag of His Catholick Majesty

has been abused for the purpose of committing acts of Piracy.
It appears that it is the custom of the Owners of these Spanish piratieal

Vessels, the greater part of which there is reason to suppose are equipped

at the Havannah, to send them out fitted both for Trade and for War; but.

their trade is the proscribed Trade in Haman Beings, and the war they wage

is a War of Piracy.
It is their practice to hover on the Coast of Africa, where, if they can con-

veniently barter for, and embark a Cargo of Slaves, they proceed with that

Cargo, generally, direct to the Island of Cuba ; if they do not succeed at once

in this barter, or if an opportunity for piracy previously presents itself, they

seize the first Vessel they meet with, preferring one that may be laden with

Slaves, and, taking possession of the Vessel, they murder or put on shore the

white men found on board, and proceed with the Vessel and Cargo to Cuba,

where they land the Slaves surreptitiously at the back of the Island, and then
- enter in hallast at the Havannah.
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An instance has recently occurred in which an English Prize Crew has dis-
‘appeared, murdered, as it is supposed, by these Pirates. The name of the
Pirate Vessel is supposed to have been the “ Gaézar” or “ Pelican,” and the
Captain and-Crew have as yet escaped the conviction and punishment due to
their crimes. ,
Another instance, which forms the particular object.of this Note, has more

recently occurred in the Case ofa Vessel, said to be named the “ Carolina,”
‘whose Captain and Crew, meeting the “ Netuno,” a Slave-ship, under charge

of an Officer of His Majesty’s Ship ‘ Esk,” endeavoured to obtain the Ship's
Papers, and force that Officer to repair on board the “ Carolina.” They were,
as the accompanying Papers will shew to your Excellency, happily defeated in
their object; but His Majesty’s Government bave, in consequence of their
-attempted outrage, deemed it incumbent on them to issue Orders to the Officer
commanding His Majesty’s Ships and Vessels on the Coast of Africa, to seize
the “ Carodna” and her Crew, it she shall be found on his Station, and to
‘send them to England for trial, together with Mr. Crawford, and the party with
him, in the “* Metuno,” to give evidence.
The British Admiral commanding in the West Indies has also been directed

to give similar Instructions to his Cruizers, to be executed in case the “ Caro-
dina” should be found on his Station:

- His Majesty doubts not but that His Catholick Majesty will enter fully into
the feelings which have prompted these proceedings for summary redress on
‘the pirates in question, and will give directions, both in the Mother Country
-and at Cuba, to seize the “* Carolina” whenever they may meet with her, and
to deliver up her Crew to be tried for piracy.

, The Undersigned avails himself, &c.
Ais Eacellency the Chevalier Salmon, (Signed) F, LAMB.

&c. &c.. &e.

Second Enclosure in No. 15. (Translation.)

The Chevalier Salmon to the Right Hon. F. Lamb.

Sir, Palace, Madrid, December 5, 1826.
I HAVE received the Note which your Excellency did me the honour to

address to me, dated the gth ult., complaining, in the name of your Go-
vernment, of some acts of Piracy, supposed to have been committed on the
Coast of Africa by Spanish Vessels from the Island of Cuba; and your Ex-
cellency has accompanied that Communication by: various Documents, re-
ceived from London, in support of the suspicions entertained by the British
‘Government, ‘as to the nature of those acts.

After. perusing these Documents, and the Note of your Excellency, I have
laid before The King, my Master, all the particulars of the su spicious conduct
observed by the Spanish Ship “ Gadilar” or “ Pelican,” and particularly of
the more evidently culpable, the Brig “ Curolina,” of theHavannah, which
forms the principal object of your Excellency’s Note. mo

His Majesty, convinced by the evidence of these facts, against which the
“Government of His Britannick Majesty so justly complains, and being him-
self equally sensible how injurious such Pirates must be, not only to.com-
merce in general, but to the good harmony which happily exists between the
Subjects of both Nations, and acceding in consequence to the just wishes of

_ The Kiag of Great Britain, has not hesitated a moment in directing that the
necessary Orders should be sent through the Department of Marine to the
Commanders of His Ships-of-War, both in Spain and in the Island of Cuba,
to seize the Brig “ Carolina” at whatever Place or Time she may ke found,
and to deliver up the Captain and Crew to the competent Tribunals, to be
fried.as Pirates, according to Law, and punished if convicted.

J have, therefore, the honour to communicate to your Excellency, by Order
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of The King, my Master, this His Sovereign determination; and moreover

to acquaint you, that I this day forward tothe Minister of Marine the neces-

sary Instructions for this purpose, transmitting to him the Documents which

your Excellency has sent to me, in which are contained the particulars of the—

Case, and the exact description and marks of the Brig ‘ Carolina.”
T avail myself, &c.

(Signed) MANUEL GONZALES SALMON.

The Right Hon. Frederick Lamb,
&c. &e. &e.

 

No. 16.

Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. F. Lamb.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 30, 1826.

YOUR several Despatches of this Series, to the 10th instant, inclusive,

have been received.
I wish it had been in your power to report that you had concluded the Ad-

ditional Article, for which a Full Power was sent to you, together with my De-

spatch of the 11th of September last; and that the urgent and repeated Re-.

presentations ofHis Majesty’sGovernment to the Goverament ofHis Catholick

Majesty, upon the subject of the flagrant violations of the Treaty upon Slave-
trade, which occur openly and almost daily inCuba, had at length awakened

the scrious attention of the Catholick King, sufficiently to induce him to dis-

patch to that Island Instructions which shall entorce the execution of the

Compacts upon this subject existing between Great Britain and Spain.
am, &c.

The Right Hon. F. Lamb, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

&e. =e. &e. :
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Nw. 17.

Sir William & Court to Mr. Secretary Canning—(Received March 9.)

Sir, . Lisbon, February 26, 1826.

I LOST no time in communicating your Despateh, marked Slave-trade, of
the 20th ultimo, with its Enclosure, to the Count de Porto Santo, requesting
that Orders might immediately be sent to the Governor of the Cape de Verd
Islands, to put an end to the practices therein complained of.

I have the honour to enclose a Translation of his Answer, You will observe,
Sir, that the Count maintains, that the carrying Slaves to the Cape de Verd
Xslands, (provided they be brought from the Portuguese Possessions to the
South of the Line), is in no ways contrary to the Stipulations of our Treaties.

I have the honour to be, &e.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WILLIAM 4 COURT.
&e. Se. &e.

Enclosure in No.,17. (Translation.)

The Count de Porto Santo to Sir W. &, Court.

Palace of Bemposta, February 23, 1826,

‘THE Undersigned has had the honour to receive from Sir William 4 Court,
aNote, dated the 16th instant, in which his Excelleacy requires, in con-
formity with the Instructions of his Government, that Orders should be
immediately transmitted to the Portuguese Authorities at the Cape de Verd
Islands, to put that check to the Trade in Slaves carried on there to which

' Portugal is bound by Treaty; and his Excellency adds to this Note a
Despatch from Mr. Canning of January 20th of this Year, and an Extract of
a Letter from Mr. Macleay of the 25th November last.
The Undersigned has duly laid his Excellency’s Note before His Majesty

_ The Emperor and King, and is authorized to reply, that His Majesty prides
himself upon a faithful observance of the Treaties he bas entered into with
other Powers, and that He will not hesitate, not only to issue Orders that they
shall be faithfully exeeuted, but also to proceed against those Individuals who
may violate them.
The Undersigned is, however, commanded to observe to his Excellency,

that, in conformity with the Ist Article of the Convention, signed in London,
on the 28th of July 1817, the Traffick in Slaves is declared illegal in the 4
following cases only :—1st, by British Ships and under the British Flag, or
for the account of British Subjects, by any Vessel or under any Flag whatever;
2dly, by Portuguese Vessels in any of the Harbours or Roads of the Coast of
Africa, which are prohibited by the ist Article of the Treaty of 22d January
1315; 3dly, under the Portuguese or British Flag, for the account of the
Subjects of any other Government; 4thly, by Portuguese Vessels bound for
any Port not in the Dominions of His Most Faithful Majesty.

All Commerce, therefore, not specified in these 4 Articles is lawful, and it
the Slaves carried to the Cape de Verd Islands, are bought in the Harbours
and Roads of the Coast of Africa, laid down in Article 2d of the Convention -
for the account of Portuguese Subjects, and are conveyed in Portuguese Vessels,
this ‘Trade can never be declared illegal, nor has the British Government anv
right, under existing Treaties, to demand its repression.
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TheCorrespondence with the principal Houses at The Havannah, mentioned
in the Extract of the Letter from Mr. Macleay, would seem to prove, that an
illicit Traffick in Slaves is carried on between that Port and the Cape de Verds ;
but this simple assertion is far from meriting belief, the rather as the Individual
in the same Letter, speaks ot Slaves being landed on the North Coast of
St. Jago, and taken into the interior :—this is surely not the most convenient
way ofconveying them to the Havannah. If, however, contrary to His Majesty’s
expectation, and the Reports made to Government, it can be shewn that the
Cape de Verd Islands have been engaged with the Havannah in such Com-
merce, His Majesty will not hesitate to order proceedings to be immediately
commenced against those guilty of this practice. -

The Undersigned, &c.

Sir William & Court, (Signed) |CONDE DE PORTO SANTO.
Se. &e &e. . ,

a

No. 18.

Sir William a Court to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(ReceivedJune 9.)

Sir, Lisbon, May 17, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, marked
Slave-trade, of the 6th May, enclosing a Copy of the Papers relative to that
Trade, presented to both Houses of Parliament in the course of the present

 

Session. I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WILLIAM a COURT.

&e. &e. e.

No. 19.

Mr. Secretary Canmng io Sir William & Court. .

Sir, Foreign Office, July 12, 1826,

I SEND to your Excellency, for your information, the accompanying
Copies of a Correspondence, which has recently taken place between the
Marquis de Palmella and myself, on the subject of Portuguese Slave-trade.
Your Excellency will embrace any opportunity which may present itself

for furthering the views and principles laid down upon this Subject in my
Note to M. de Palmella of the 30th of June ultimo. -

Tam, &c.

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.
His Excellency Sir William & Court, G.C. B,

&e. &e. &§e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 19.

The Marquis de Palmellato Mr. Secretary Cannimg.

Londres, ce 17 Juin, 1826.
LE Soussigné s'est abstenu, pendant I’époque ot les occupations Parlemen-

taires de Monsieur Canning absorboient nécessairement une partie de son
attention, d’adresser 4 Son Excellence des Communications quine seroient pas
d'une nature urgente. Il juge acette heure de son devoir de représenter&
Son Excellence, conformément aux Ordres qu’il a recus de sa Cour depuis
plusieurs mois, combien la conduite des Croiseurs Britanniques, chargés de
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veiller 4 la répression du trafic illicite des Négres, se trouve souvent peu d’ac-
cord-avec l’esprit et la lettre des Traités.

‘Le Gouverneur de I’He de St. Thomas dans une Dépéche par lui adressée au
Ministre de la Marine, en date du 22 Juin de l'année passée, se plaint dece que
des susdits Croiseurs s’opposent4 ce que.des Batimens Portugais aménent dans
cette Ile, ainsi que dans l’Ile du Prince, des Esclaves achetés sur les parages
‘de la Céte d'Afrique, ot la Traite n’a pas encore été déclaréc illicite par le Gou-
vernement Portugais. .

Or'les Engagemens qui existent 4 cet égard entre les deux Couronnes spé-
cifient clairement les guatre cas ot la Traite des Négres, faite daus les Bati-
mens de l'une des deux Nations, doit étre regardée comme illictte (Art. 1°.

de la Convention di 28 Juillet 1817) et les Instructions rédigées pour les Croi-
seurs, et qui forment partie intégrante de la susdite Convention, expliquent
avec le plus grand détail et netteté les différents cas of il leur est 6rdonné ou
défendu de détenir les Batimens Neégriers.

L’Article 5 ™*. des Instructions sus mentionnées déclare positivement que l’on
nepourra saisir,méme au nord de € Equateur, les Batimens Portugais, ayant des
‘Négres a bord, dans le cas, ot ils prouveraient par Jeurs Passeports qwils se
dirigent 4 quclgw’un des Ports appartenans 4 la Conrgnne de Portugal situés
hors du Continent de l’Afrigue. Li résulte done des Stipulations citées que Pon

ne peut regarder comme illicite, Pintraduction d’Esclaves sur des Bdtimens
Portugais, pourvu qwils soient amenés des parages de la Cote @Afrique situés
au SuddelLquateur, et il devient nécexsaire afin Véviter tout mal entendu, que
le Gouvernement de.Sa Majesté Britannique expédie a cect égard des Ordres
précis 4 ses Croiseurs, et leur défende de mettre obstacle 4 l'introduction licite
des Eselaves daus les Hes de St. Tho:i-as, du Prince et da Cap Vert.

SirWilliam 4 Court a adressé, il y a quelque temps, 4 Monsieur le Comte de
Porto Santo, une Note, avec des Extraits de plusieurs Dépéches du Commodore
Bullen. Cet Officier se plaint des facilités que l’on accorde, dans les Iles Por-
tugaises de la Céte d’Afrique, aux Batimens Etrangers qui font !a Traite
illicite des Négres ; Sa Majesté Trés Fidéle s’est empressée @envoyer au Gou-

verneur de ces [les les ordres nécessaires pour adhérer scrupuleusement 3 Vexé-
-cution des Traités; mais le Soussigné doit faire observer 4 Son Excellence
Monsieur Canning, que les Engagemens qui existent entre lears Majestés Trés

' Fidéle et Britannique au sujet de la Traite des Négres, n’autorisent ni ne jus-
tifient en aucune mamniére les Gouverneurs Portugais 4 refuser les subsistances
ct les secours.d’usage aux Vaisseaux de toute Nation qui abordent dans les
Etablissemens Portugais; et le Gouverneur de I’'Ile de St. Thomas n’a pas plus
‘le droit de refuser admission, par exemple 4 un Batiment Frangais faisant la
‘Traite des Négres, que les Croiseurs Britanniques n’ont le droit de saisir ce
Batiment en pleine mer, comme le Commodore Bullen se reconnoit lui méme
dans l'impossibilité de le faire.
En définitive:.tout ce qu’il convient aux deux Gouvernemens d’ordonner

a leurs délégués.respectifs, tant que les Stipulations actuellement en vigueur
continuéront & subsister, c’est d’observer A la lettre la Convention de 1817,
et de ne pas s’opposer, soit pas Pavidité du gain, soit par un excés de zéle &
enfreindre ou 4 outrepasser cette Convention.

Le Soussigné remplit l’ordre qu'il a recu de présenter ces observations au
Ministére de Sa Majesté Britannique. II espére que Son Excellence Monsieur
‘Canning reconnaitra qu’elles sont fondées en justice, et que les ordres les plus
positifs seront expédié aux Commandans des Croiseurs Britanniques, pour l'ob-
servation littérale des Instructions qui font partie dela Convention de 1817 ; et
pour que le Pavillon Portugais soit traité par les Croiseurs avec le méme égard
quwils témoignent au Pavillon Francais, dans tous.les cas ot la Convention de
1817, nautorise pas la détention des Batimens Négriers.
Le Soussigné profite aussi de cette occasion, &c.

| (Signé) LE MARQUIS DE PALMELLA.

S. E. Monst Canning,
Se. &e &e.
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(Translation.) .

. London, June 17, 1826. .

THE Undersigned, during the period when Parliamentary business neces-
sarily engrossed a portion of Mr, Canning’s attention, abstained from address-
ing to his Excellency Communications which were not of an urgent nature.
Now, however, he deems it his duty to represent to his Excellency, in con~
formity with the Orders which, some time ago, he received from his Court,
how entirely the conduct of the British Cruizers, employed in effecting the
suppression of the illicit Slave-trade, is. often at variance with the spirit and
letter of the Treaties.
The Governorof the Island of Saint Thomas, in a Despatch addressed by

him to the Minister of Marine, under date of the 22d June of last Year,
complains, that the said Cruizers prevent Portuguese Ships from convey-
ing to that Island, as well as to Princes Island, Slaves purchased in the Dis-
tricts of the Coast of Africa, where the Slave-trade has not as yet been de-
clared illegal by the Portuguese Government,
The Engagements which exist in this respect between the two Crowns,

clearly specify the four cases in which the Slave-trade, carried on in the
Ships of one of the two Nations, is to be considered as illicit, (Article 1st of
the Convention of the 28th of July 1817,) and the Instructions prepared tor.
the Cruizers, and which form an integral part of the above-named Convention,
explain, with the greatest detail and exactness, the different cases in which.
they are commanded or forbidden to detain Slave-ships.
The 5th Article of the above named Instructions positively declares, that

even to the Northofthe Equator, Portuguese Ships, having Negroes on board,
must not be seized, in the event of their proving, by their Passports, that they
are bound to any of the Ports belonging to the Crown of Portugal, situated—
without the Continent of Africa. It results therefore, from the Stipulations
cited, that the introduction of Slaves cannot be regardedasillicit, when on
board Portuguese Ships, provided they be broughtfrom Places of the Coast
of Africa, situated to the South of the Equator, and it becomes necessary, |
in order to avoid all misunderstanding, that the Government of His Britan-
nick Majesty, should issue precise Orders to its Cruizers on that subject; and
prohibit them from opposing obstacles to the licit introduction of Slaves to
the Islands of Princes, Saint Thomas, and Cape Verd.

Sir William & Court some time since addressed a Note to the Count de
Porto Santo, enclosing Extracts from several Despatches of CommodoreBullen.
That Officer complains of the facilities which are afforded in the Portuguese
Islands of the Coast ot Africa, to the Foreign Ships which carry. on-the
illicit Slave-trade. His Most Faithful Majesty lost no time in sending the ne-
cessary Orders to the Governor of these Islands, which enjoined them to ad-
here strictly to the execution of the Treaties; but the Undersigned must
observe to his Excellency. Mr. Canning, that the Engagements which subsist
between His Most Faithful Majesty and His Britannick Majesty, on the
subject of the Slave-trade, neither authorize nor justify, in any manner, the
Portaguese Governors in refusing subsistence, and the usual succours, te

Vessels ot any Nation which touch at the Portuguese Establishments; and
the Governor of the Island of St. Thomas has no more rightto refuse ad-
mission, for instance to a French Ship carrying on the Slave-trade, than the

British Cruizers have to seize such a Ship on the high Sea, which Com-

modore Bullen himself acknowledges his inability to do.
In fine, all that is in the power of the two Governments, so long as the

Stipulations actually in force shall continue to subsist, is to order their respec-
tive Delegates literally to observe the Convention of 1817, and not, from
motives of cupidity or excess of zeal, to infringe or exceed that Convention.
The Undersigned fulfils the order which he has received, to present these

Observations to the Minister of His Britannick Majesty. He hopes that his
Excellency Mr. Canning will acknowledge that they are founded on justice,
and that the most positive Orders will be sent to the Commanders of British
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Cruizers, to ensure the literal observance of the Instructions which make part

of the Convention of 1817, and to cause the Portuguese Flag to be treated by

the Cruizers with the same attention which is shewn to the French Flag, in

all cases in which the Treaty of 1817, does not authorise the detention of the

Slave-ships. - The Undersigned avails himself, &c.
(Signed) THE MARQUIS DE PALMELLA.

His Excellency Mr. Canning,
&e. Se. &e.

Second Enclosure in No. 19.

Mr. Secretary Canning to the. Marquis de Patnella.

Foreign Office, June 30, 1826.

THE Undersigned, &c. in answer to the Note which he has Had. the
honour to receive from the Marquis de’ Palmella, His “Most Faithful Ma-
jesty’s Ambassador at this Court, respecting importationsof Slaves at Princes
aud St. Thomas Islands, to the Northward of the Line, on the Western Coast
of Africa, has the honour to state to his Excellency, that the connivance of
the Local.Governments of St. Thomas and Princes Islands, in the prosecution
of illicit Slave-trade, has long been notorious, and has, in various instances,
been brought to the direct notice of the Government of Portugal.

The Undersigned is glad to hear from the Marquis de Palmella, that
some Instructions have at length been sent, ordering the Governors scrupu-
lously to adhere to the execution of the Treaties subsisting between Great
Britain and Portugal on this subject; but until somespecifick Regulations
-are adopted, to prevent the connivance so often detailed and complained of,
the Undersigned is compelled to confess, that the experience of the past ap-
pears to His Majesty’s Government. to preclude any hope, that these general
Orders will: prove effectual. Oo

It appears: by theNote from the Marquis de Palmella, that the Governor
of Saint Thomas complains of the opposition of British Cruizers to the im-
~portation,into that Island, of Slaves purchased on those Coasts, where the
“Trade has not yet been declared illegal by the Portuguese Government. Cer-
tainly, although, there is too much reason to believe, that very importation
to beintended in many cases, for a subsequent evasion of the Treaties, still
it is not for the British Cruizers to oppose that which the Treaty permits,
even in its letter} and His Majesty’s Government will be ready upon the
proof of the alleged fact, to ‘prevent the future infraction of its Orders in
this respect.

It must be remarked, however, that theMarquis de Palmella, in -his re-
viewof the Treaty, has stated, “ que l’on ne peut regarder comme illicite l’in-
troduction d’Esclaves sur des Batimens Portugais pourvu qu’ils soient amenés
des parages de la Céte d’Afrique situés au sud de ? Equateur ; thus claiming
the whole Coust South of the Equator, as lawfully liable to the miseries of this
Trade ; whereas the 2d Article of the'Convention of 1817, expressly limits the
Trade on the Eastern Coast of Africa, to the Territory between CapeDelgado,
and the Bay of Lorenzo Marquez; and on the West to the Territoriesof
Moiembo and Cabinda, from 5. 12. to 8. deg. South, and to those Terri-
tories possessed by Portugal, reaching from the 8th deg. to the 18th deg. of the
same. Further itis to be observed, in reference to his Excellency’s observa-
tion, that the Portuguese Governor of the Islands in question, cannot refuse
admission, and the usual supplies to Slave-ships; that in cases of Vessels
coming under the Treaty of 1817, the proper Passport forbids that they
should enter any other Ports onthe Coast of Africa, than those where the
Slave-trade is perinitted by that Convention. Now, neither St. Thomas nor
Princes fall within the designation of the 2d Article, as Places where the

. African Slave-trade ispermitted. .
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_The Undersigned cannot conclude this Letter, without referring to the ex-
pressions made use of by the Marquis de Palmella, himself, to Sir Edward
Thornton, in the early part of 1824, in which his Excellency, when Secre-
tary of State in Portugal, expressed a disposition, on the part of his Sove-
reign, to consent at once to a fotal abolition of the Slave-trade, in the con-
tinuance of which ‘Trade, his Excellency added, Portugal could have no
interest, in case of the Independence of ‘the Brazils; and the cessation of
which might enable her to turn her Colonies to some other more legitimate
and profitable account.
The Independence of the Brazils having been now acknowledged by Por-

tugal, it would afford to His Majesty’s Government the ‘most lively satisfac-
tion to learn, that the Marquis de Palmella is now instructed by his Court
to give effect to the just and humane intentions expressed by his Excellency,
at a time when his Excellency was understood to convey to Sir Edward

Thornton, the deliberate feeling of the Portuguese Government upon the
general Question of Slave-tiade.

, The Undersigned avails himself, &c.

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.
Hits Excellency the Marquis de Palmella,

&e. &e. &e.

 

Third Enclosure in No. 19.

The Marquis de Palmella to Mr. Secretary Canning.

Londres, ce 5 Juillet, 1826.

LE Soussigné ne manquera pas defaire parvenir A la connaissance du Go-
vernement de Portugal Ja Note Officielle que son Excellence M. Canning;
lui a fait Phonneur de lui adresser, en date du 30 Juin dernier, au sujet des
plaintes proférées par le Gouverneur des Hes de St. Thomas et du Prince,
contre les Croiseurs Britanniques, qui s’opposent4 l’introduction des Esclaves
dans les susdites Iles, et il espére que les Ordres que le Gouvernement de Sa
Majesté Britannique se dispose 4 envoyer 4 ses Croiseurs teront cesser, de part
et d’autre, toutes les plaintes moyennant l’observance littérale des Traités
existans
Le Soussigné ne saurait cependant clore entiérement ce sujet, sans pré-

senter deux ou trois observations sur le contenu de la derniére Note de‘son
Excellence. a

1. H reconnait explicitement que par Ja teneur des Traités, il n'est
pas permis aux Sujets Portugais d’acheter des Esclaves sur toute Ja Céte
d'Afrique au Sud de l’Equateur, mais seulement sur les parages des dites
Cétes appartenans 4 la Couronne de Portugal, ou sur lesquels Sa Majesté.
Trés Fidéle a reservé ses droits, comme l’énonce expressement la Convention
de 1817; et si le Soussigné, dans sa premiére Note a énoncé généralement

Jes Cétes au Sud de l’Equateur, il ne l’a-fait que pour abréger la phrase, et
en se référant 4 la clause des Traités.

2. Son Excellence parait ne pas avoir saisi le sens dans lequel le Soussigné
avait observé, que le Gouverneur des Iles de St. ‘Fhomas et du Prince ne pou-
vait refuser l'admission et les secours dusage aux VaisseauxNégriers qui se
présentaient dans ses Ports. Le Soussigné n’a voulu parler dans ce cas 14 que
des Batimens Espagnols, Francais, ou de toute autre Nation avec lesquelles le.
Portugal n’a point de Traité Spécial qui l’autorise 4 saisir ou 4 détenir les
Batimens engagés dans la Traite des Négres. Cette espéce de Police ne peut
sexercer légalement, par les Autorités Portugaises que sur des Batimens
Britanniques ou Portugais qui violeraient le Traité de 1815, ou la Conven-
tion de 1817. Quant a ce que M. Canning ajoute sur ce que les Iles de

. St. Thomas et du Prince ne sont pas comprises dans la désignation du Second
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Article de la Convention de 1817, parmiles Territoires ot le Trafic des
Esclaves est encore licite, le Soussigné priera son Excellence de remarquer,
qu'il n’est question dans PArticle Second, que de fixer les Territoires du Con-
tinent de Afrique oi il continuerait a étre permis d’aller acheter des Esclaves ;
tandis que les Iles appartenantes 4 la Couronne de Portugal, ains? que les
Provinces du Brésil,soit au Nord, soit au Sud de ’Equateur, demeurent, d’aprés
la tencur des susdits Traités, auvertes 4 I'Importation des Esclaves, pourvu
qiils soient amenés des parages de la Céte d'Afrique énoncés dans ces mémes
“Traités.

3. Le Soussigné doit prier son Excellence M. Canning, de ne pas donner
plus d’importance qu'elle ne mérite a ’expression que peut lui étre échappée, de
‘son opinion particuliére dans une conversation avec Sir Edward Thornton, et
& laquelle ce Ministre aura peut-étre, en la répétant, donné un caractére plus
positif qu’elle n’avait eue dans la réalité: Ives circonstances’ ont tellement
 changés depuis l’époque ot cette conversation a eu lieu, que son Excellence
reconnaitra, sans coute, combien il serait actuellement peu convenable que
les intéréts du Brésil fussent mis de cété par le Gouvernement du Portugal,
lorgu’ll s’agiroit de discuter la Question de la Traite des Négres.

Le Soussigné profite de cette occasion, &c.

(Signed) LE MARQUIS DE PALMELLA.
Son Excellence Monsieur Canning,

&e. &e. &c.

(Translation.)
London, July 5, 1826.

THE Undersigned will not fail to bring to the knowledge of the Govern-
ment of Portugal the Official Note which his Excellency Mr. Canning did
him the honour to address to him, under date of the 30th of June last, on the
subjectofthe complaints made by the Governor of the Islands of St. Thomas
and Princes against the British Cruizers, who oppose the Importation of Slaves
into the said Islands; and he hopes that the Government of His Britannick
Majesty has made Arrangements to send such Orders to its Cruizers as will
cause complaints to cease on both sides, by means ofa literal observance of
the existing Treaties.
~ "The Undersigned, however, cannot entirely conclude this subject without
offering two or three observations on the contents of his Excellency’s last Note.

1. He explicitly acknowledges that, according to the tenour of the Treaties,
Portuguese Subjects are not permitted to buy Slaves on all the Coast of Africa
to the South of the Equator, but only in the Districts of the said Coasts be-
jonging to the Crown of Portugal, or in which His Most Faithful Majesty
has reserved his Rights, as is expressly set forth in the Convention of 1817;
and if the Undersigned, in his first Note, mentioned in general the Coasts to
the South of the Equator, he only did so to abridge the phrase, and in refe-
rence to the Clause of the Treaties. :
- 2. His Excellency does not appear to have taken the meaning in which the
Undersigned observed, that the Governor of the Islands of St. Thomas and
Princes could not refuse admission, and the ordinary succours, to Negro-vessels
whieh presented themselves in these Ports. The Undersigued, in these
cases, only bad in view Spanish and French Ships, or Vessels of any other
Nation, with which Portugal has no Special Treaty which authorises her to
seize or detain the Ships engaged in the Slave-trade: that kind of Police can-
not be legally exercised by the Portuguese Authorities, except over British or
Portuguese Ships which might violate the Treaty of1815, or of the Conven-
tion of 1817. As to what Mr. Canning adds, about the Islandsof St. Thomas
and ‘Princes not being included in the designation of the 2d Article of the
Convention of 1817, in the Territories where the Slave trade is still allowed,
the Undersigned requests his Excellency to remark, that the question in the
2dArticle is only to fix the Territories. of the Continent of Africa wherein
it will be permitted to go and purchase Slaves; whilst the Islands belonging
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to the Crown of Portugal, as well as the Provinces of Brazil, whether to the
North or to the South of the Equator, according tothe tenour of the said Trea-
ties, remain open for the Importation of Slaves, provided they be brought
from the Districts of the Coast of Africa set forth in the said Treaties.

38. The Undersigned must request his Excellency Mr. Canning not to give
more.importance than it deserves to any expression of his private opinion,
which might have escaped him in a conversation with Sir Edward ‘Thornton,
and to which that Minister, in repeating it, may have given a more positive
character than it had in reality. Circumstances have se much changed since
the period when that conversation took place, that his Excellency will doubt-
Jess acknowledge how little suitable it would be at present that the interests of
Brazil should be set aside by the Government of Portugal, when the Slave-
trade comes under discussion. ,

The Undersigned avails himself, &c.
(Signed) LE MARQUIS DE PALMELLA.

The Right Hon. George Canning,
Ce &e. &ec.

 

No. 20.

iSir William & Court to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received August 7.)

‘Sir, Lisbon, July 27, 1826.
{ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, marked

Slave-trade, of the 12th instant. a
According to your Instructions, I shall embrace every opportunity which

may present itself for furthering the views and principles laid down in your.
Note to the Marquis de Palmella of the 36th of June last.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) WILLIAM a COURT.

The Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 21.

Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William & Court.

Sir, Foreign Office, September 9, 1826.

LENCLOSE, for your Excellency’s information, a Memorandum of the
state of the Question relating to the final Abolition of the Slave-trade by

Portugal, as it stands after the separation of that Kingdom from Brazil.
There cannot be a doubt, that, from, the moment at which Brazil ceasedto

be a Colony of Portugal, the single condition on which a respite was claimed

by Portugal, and conceded to her at the Congress of Vienna, was done away.

We have alrcady said, distinctly, that we never will sign a Treaty with

Portugal that does not contain. an Article for the final and total Abolition of

the Portuguese Slave-trade; but, as the Negotiation of the Treaty is neces-

sarily suspended for the present, it would be very desirable to obtain, from

the new Minister for Foreign Affairs, a written pledge of the future concur-

rence of his Government in such an Article.
“The account which your Excellency gives of theprinciples and opinions of
Don Francisco Almeida promises a willing assent, .on his part, to the Note

which I have to desire that your Excellency will forthwith present to him,

asking such.a Pledge on the part of the Portuguese Government.
am, &

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.
His Excellency Sir William & Court, G. C.B.

&e. &e §a |
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Enclosure in No. 21.

Afemorandum.

BY the 10th Article of the Treaty of Alliance of 1810, between Great
Britain and Portugal, Portugal declared that the supply of “a factitious popu-
Jation for her South American Dominions” was the only obstacle to the im-
mediate total Abolition of the Slave-trade; and The Sovereign of Portugal,

lamenting the present necessity for that supply, still engaged to bring about
gradually a total Abolition of the Trade.

In the Conference at the Congress of Vienna, of the 20th of January 1815,
whicl: produced the Declaration of the 8th of February 1815, Portugal again
declared that she would abolish the Trade, but put forward the necessity of
supplying “ the Brazils” with Negroes, as the obstacle in the way of the im-
amediate abolition.
By the Treaty of 1815 with Portugal, Articles 2 and 2, the Contracting

Parties, referring to these Engagenients, reserved to Themselves to determine
the period at which the Trade in Slaves should universally be prohibited

' throughout the entire Dominions of Portugal; restricted in the mean time
the Spot where it should be allowed to continue to the actual and claemed
Dominions of Portugal to the South of the Line; and confined the object of
that permitted Trade, by an obligation not to engage in the same, or to per-
mit their Flag to be used, except for the purpose of supplying the Zrans-
Atlantick Possessions belonging to the Crown of Portugal.
By the Treaty of 1817, the Contracting Parties “ adhere to the principles”

of the Declaration of 1815, and engage to “ fulfil, to their utmost extent,”
the Engagements of the Treaty of1815.
The Islands of the Cape‘de Verds are situated between the 15th and 17th

degrees of North Latitude, and about 100 leagues from the Coast of Western
Africa.
The Islands of Saint Thomas and Princes are situated between the 1st and

3d degrees of North Latitude, within about 30 leagues ofthe Coast of Western
Afriea.
The latter Islands are favourably situated for illegal Trade; there have been

many complaints of the encouragement there given to it, and we have re-
peatedly remonstrated with Portugal thereupon.

Reports having reached this Country that the Authorities and Inhabitants
of the Cape de Verds were also addicted to the Slave-trade; a Consul was
sent thither in 1824, to report upon it. What Mr. Clarke has written
tends to confirm the report.

In the latter end-of 1825, Mr. Macleay, our Commissioner at the Havan-
nah, having, in his way thither, touched at Saint Jago, in the Cape de Verds,
also reported, that he found the Inhabitants of that Island wholly devoted to
the Slave-trade, from the Governor down to the Free Black Settlers,
A Copy of this Statement was sent to Sir W. & Court (January, 20, 1826),

who was desired to urge the Portuguese Government to check this Trade.
The Portuguese Government, in reply, (February 26, 1826), argued, that

4 was still lawful, according to Treaty, to Trade in Slaves for the supply of
the Cape de Verds.

Soon afterwards. (June 17, 1826), the Marquis de Paknella complained
that theBritish Cruizers had obstructed the importation of Slaves into the
Islands of Prinees and Saint Thomas, and claimedfor Portugal the right to
trade any where, excepting on the Continent, to the North of the Line.
An Answer was returned (June 30), in which his Excellency was reminded,

that Portugal could only Trade on such portions of the Western Coast as were
South of the Line, and between the 5th and 18th degrees of South Latitude,
and on the Eastern Coast, in those which are situate between Cape Delgado
and the Bay of Lorenzo Marquez.
With reference to Princes and Saint Thomas, it was stated to his Exeel-

Jency, that those Islands were notorious for aiding illegal Slave-trade; that
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they were in prohibited Latitudes, and that Slave-ships, trading even from

ermitted Latitudes, had no right to touch any where in their way to their

ultimate destination.

M. de Palmella, in his Answer (July 5, 1826), allowed, that he was wrong

in his first Claim ; admitted the truth of the observations made to him on the

subject, but still claims for Portugal the right to the imporiation of Slaves

into Princes Island, so long as it is confined to the supply of that Island.
The intention thus apparent on the part of Portugal, to hold to the Slave-

trade by means of the Islands on the Atlantick, after the separation of Brazil

had been acknowledged by the Mother Country, made it necessary to search
more particularly into her existing Compacts with this Country, to see if she

had any ground for advancing a further claim upon the point: a reference was

therefore made to the Papers hereinbefore named, and particularly to the

Treaty of 1815; it there appears as a distinct Engagement, that the Con-

iracting Parties shall not permit their Flag to be used for Slave-trade, ex-

cepting for supplying the Trans-Atlantick Possessions of Portugal.

It is’ quite clear that the Cape de Verds, Princes, and St. Thomas Islands

are not T'rans-Atlantick. ;

The supply of those Possessions with Slaves is therefore not permitted;
and by the Royal Passport, under Treaty, forbidding a Slave-ship to touch

at any intermediate Port between the legal spot of the embarkation of her

cargo and the spot of their ultimate destination, it is equally clear that

Slave-ships touching at these Islands for any purpose whatever, short of

imminent distress, are liable to confiscation.

By the tenour of the Arguments of the Portuguese Negotiators; from
the date of the Treaty of Alliance of 1810, down to that of 1817, and by the

plain inference to be drawn from its words, the terms, “ Trans-Atlantick

Possessions” of Portugal must be held to designate the Brazils.

As Portugal has no longer possession of the Brazils, she has no longer any

Possessions, for the supply of which, by Treaty, the Slave-trade was per-

mitted, and all Vessels under her Flag, now trading for Slaves, must be

trading to Places, outside of the Line which she has drawn for herself in this

respect, and are obviously acting in direct violation of the existing Engage-

ments between Portugal and Great Britain.

Although our Remonstrances have hitherto failed upon the matter, still,

aware as we have been of the necessarily unsettled state of the Counsels of

Portugal, we have been unwilling to take the enforcement of the Treaty

rigorously into our hands, as if she had declined to fulfil her Engagements.

We have been willing to believe, that she required only time for their
completion.
Under these Engagements, therefore, Great Britain now cails upon her,

only ina friendly spirit, to give a Pledge in writing for that general aboli-

tion of the Slave-trade for which the time is come.

Foreign Office, September 9, 1826.

 

No. 22.

Sir William & Court to Mr. Secretary Canning—(Received October 23.)

Sir, Lisbon, October 3, 1826.

I BROUGHT forward the Question of the total abolition of the Slave-

‘trade, in my first interview with Don Francisco d’Almeida, after the receipt

of your Despatch of the gth ultimo.

Nothing could be more satisfactory than the language of his Excellency

upon the subject. He declared his readiness to do every thing that depended

upon him to put an end to so inhuman. and disgraceful a Traffick. He ob-

served, however, that there were certain considerations which could not be

lest sight of, and which would render it necessary for him’to submit the

Question to the Cabinet, before he gave me an Official Answer.
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It was agreed that I should present a Note upon the subject, which I did
on the following day ; a Copy of it I have the honour to enclose. _

A- Week haviag elapsed without an Answer, I thought it advisable to
speak again to his Excellency upon the subject. This second Conversation
produced the Note, a Translation of which I have the honour to enclose.

It appears to me to leave nothing to be desired; and I cannot but con-
gratulate His Majesty’s Government onhaving at length obtained so posi-
tive a Pledge of the determination of this Government to concur in putting
an end to this detestable Commerce.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) WILLIAM a COURT.

The Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. &e. &c.

First Enclosure in No. 22.

Sir Wilkam & Court to Don Francisco d'Almeida.

Lisbon, September 23, 1826.

*THE Undersigned, &c. has been directed to call to the attention of his
Excellency Don Francisco d’Almeida, His Most Faithful Majesty’s Secretary
of State and Minister for Foreign Affairs, that the moment is arrived when
at will be necessary to come to some clear understanding upon the subject
of the Slave-trade, and that Portugal should redeem the Pledge which she
gave in 1810, and again at Vienna in 1815, for the total abolition of the
Commerce in Slaves throughout her entire Dominions.

England has distinctly and repeatedly declared, that she never will consent
to. sign any Treaty with Portugal that does not contain an Article for the
final and total abolition of this inbuman Traffick, and the Undersigned has
now been directed to avail himself c* the suspension of the Negotiations
which were begun, for a Commercial Treaty, to obtain an assurance from
the Portuguese Government, of its willingness to concur in sucii an Article.

There cannot be a doubt, that, from the moment at which Brazil ceased
ta be a Colony of Portugal, the single condition on which a respite was
claimed by Portugal, and concededto her at the Congress of Vienna, was
done away.

For the better understanding of the Question, as it now stands, between
the two Governments, a Memorandum has been forwarded to the Under-
signed, a Copy of which he has the honour to enclose.
The just andliberal opinions which his Excellency Don Francisco d’Al-

imeida is known to entertain upon the subject of the Slave-trade, leave no
doubt with the Undersigned of his ready compliance with this Proposal, and
of the willingness of the Portuguese Government to concur in an Article,
having for object the final abolition of so inhuman and disgraceful aCommerce,

The Undersigned avails himself, &c.
. (Signed) _ WILLIAM a COURT.

His Excellency Don Francisco d’Almeida,
&e. Se. &e.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 22. (Translation.) _

Don Francisco d’ Almeida to Sir William & Court.

Palaceof Ajuda, October 2, 1826;
_ THE Undersigned, &c. has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the

‘Note and Memorandum addressed to. him by sis iixcellencySirWilliam a
Court, &e. on the 23d ult., pointing out, that the moment is arrived when’
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His Most Faithful Majesty’s Government ought to execute the promises given
in 1810 and 1815, for the total abolition of the Traffick in Slaves in the
Portuguese Dominions; and declaring, at the same time, that England will
not consent to sign any ‘Treaty which shall not contain an Article by which
His Most Faithful Majesty binds himself to a final and total abolition of this
inhuman Commerce.
The Undersigned is authorized to declare to his Excellency Sir William a

Court, that the Portuguese Government acknowledges that the moment is
come to put an end to theinhuman Trade in Slaves, and that, consequently, it
will have no hesitation to insert in the Treaty of Commerce (which the Un-
dersigned hopes will be shortly concluded between Portugal and Great Bri-
tain), an Article by which His Most Faithful Majesty binds himself, not only
to the total Abolition of the Slave-trade in the Dominions of Portugal, but
also to co-operate with His Britannick Majesty for the total extinction of so
barbarous a Traffick, in the Countries where it unfortunately still exists.

The Undersigned avails himself, &c.

(Signed) D. FRANCISCO D’ALMEIDA.
His Excellency Sir Wilhkam & Court.

&e. &e. &e.
 

No. 28.

Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir William & Court.

Sir, . Foreign Office, December 30, 1826.

YOUR Exccllency’s Despatches of this Series, to the 3d of October last,
have been duly received. i

His Majesty’s Government have learnt, with the most-cordial satisfaction,
the Declaration of the Portuguese Government, conveyed in your Excellency’s
Despatch of the.3d of October, that they will have no hesitation to insert, in,
any future Treaty, an Article by which The Sovereign of Portugal shall bind
himself to the entire and immediate abolition of the Slave-trade, in the Do-
minions of Portugal, and to a co-operation with His Majesty for the total
extinction of this barbarous Trraffick in other Countries where it still exists.

Tam, &e.:
(Signed) 'GEORGE CANNING.

His Excellency Sir W. & Court, G.C.B.
&e. Se. — «&e.

No. 24.

My. Consul-General Clarke to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Received April 26, 1826.)

‘Sir, St. Jago, September 18, 1825.

I HAVE che honour to acquaint you, for the information of His Majesty’s
Government, that the French Sloop “ Frouiza Packet,” commanded by
Carlos Francisco Folite, arrived at. this Anchorage, from Martinique, on the
28th of August, from stress of weather, having received considerable damage
in her mast and main-boom. Repairing her defects, she proceeded on the
10th of September, with her cargo of rum and tobacco, for the Coast of
Africa, with the intention oftaking on board 100 Slaves for the Place above-
‘mentioned. She being a remarkable dull-sailing Vessel, I trust some of the
French Cruizers may fallin with her. . .
.- L regret, at this Season of the Year, I have not the power of communi-
eating with the Commodore of His Majesty’s Squadron on the Coast, to
make him acquainted with the circumstance, but shall take the carliest
-opportunity-of so doing. ~ Lam, Sir, &e. .

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) J. P. CLARKE.
&e. &e. &e.
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No. 25.

Mr, Consul.General: Clarke to Mr. Seeretary Canning.—
(Received April 26, 1826.)

Sir, St. Jago, September 28, 1825.

T HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that the. Liberale” Portuguese
Schooner, belonging to Brandon, arrived here from Bissao on the 27th. ult.,
after having landed to Windward 50 Slaves. She being so fast a Vessel, Iam
thoroughly convinced that not one of His Majesty’s Cruizers on the Coast, with
‘fair sailing, will ever take her. i, . .

His Majesty’s Government may rely on my exertions in gaining every in-
‘formation, and communicating it immediately, Tam, Sir, &e.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) J. P. CLARKE.
Se. &e. ; Se. -
 

No. 26.

Mr, Consul-Generul Clarke to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(ReeewedApril 26, 1826.)

Str, St. Jago, October 1, 1825.

SINCE T had the honour of addressing you, on the 28th ultimo, respecting
ithe arrival of the “ Liberate” with Slaves, I have great pleasure in stating, for
the icformation of His Majesty’s Government, that on the Morning of the
‘Soth, at 6 a. m., during a heavy gale of wind from the South, the “ Liberale”
drove from her Anchors, and was totally wrecked on the Rocks in this
Harbour, pot a vestage of her remaining.

I hope, after the severe loss the Owners have sustained (this being. their
fourth Vessel), that it may be the means in some degree of checking their
nefarious Trattick, Iam, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) J. P. CLARKE.

&e. &e. §e.

 

~

Mr. Consul-General Clarke to Mr. Secretary Canning.-—(Received May 11.)

Sir, St. Jago, Cape de Verd, Junuary §, 1826.
1 BEG leave to acquaint you, that in consequence of the “ Liberale” Slave-

vessel, having been wrecked in this Port on the 29th September last, Antonie
Jacinth Pinnelho, the Partner of Brandon, has purchased an American
Schooner at Bonavista, of 50 tons, which went from hence to the Coast of
Africa on the 27th December last, and is hourly expected to retura with a
‘cargo of Slaves.

‘I have also to aequaint you, that a small Gporto Yacht of about 45 tons
burthen, called the “ Porpoise,” the Owner John Antonio Gimmerains, a
Merchant resident here, is alse a Trader from ‘these Islands to Bissao and
Caelico in Slaves.

{ have farther to acquaint you, that a very fine American-builtSchooner,
under Portuguese Colours, named the “ Carolina,” commanded. by Victor
Nobre de Britto, is at présent at Bissao, on a Slaving-voyage ; she is owned
bya Person at Fogo, and from the best information [ am able to obtain, so,
far from this Trade decreasing in these Islands, it is rapidly increasing, more.
particularly now the Brazilian Ports are open for their reception.

I have thé honour to be, &c.
Lhe en Hon Georgegains (Signed) J.P. CLARKE.

Cs C. Cs
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No. 28.

Mr. Consul-General Clarke to Sohn Bidwell, Esq.—(Receiued July 10.)

Sir, Ville de Praie, St. Jago, April 10, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of, Mr. Secretary
Canning, that on the 4th instant, arrived.at this Port, the “ Judiuna Filles,”

Portuguese Schooner, commanded, by Joad Jacintho de Freitos, from. Bissao,
late American, (first attempt), belonging to Brandonand, Jacintho Pinnelho,

bringing the turmer Governor of that Settlement, Joachim Antonio Mattas,

and 2 Companies ofTroops attachedtothis Island, with 80 Domesticks (Slaves);

they represent having been boarded by an Officer of Hlis Majesty’s Sloop

« Bustard” on the 21st ultimo, between, the Coast and these Islands ; a strict

search could not I presume have been made, or she must have been detained,

if these Slaves were seen, as, from ocular demonstration, I can assert that 20

were landed here on the. Evening of the arrival of the “ Surry” ‘Transport, -

and were sold, (not publickly) to various Persons here; the. remainder I have

every reason to think were landed at Brava. Lam, &c. ,

J. Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) J. P. CLARKE.
 

No. 29.

Mr. Consul-General Clarke to John BidwellEsg.—(ReceivedAug. 17.)

Sir, St. Jago, June 20, 1826.

I BEG leave to acquaint you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Canning,

that the “‘ Judiana Filles” Portuguese Schooner, (with Brandon) arrived at

Brava on or about the 12th instant, with upwards of 50 Slaves; likewise

another Schooner (formerly Spanish), but whose name at present I have not

been able to learn,arrived’at the same period, with nearly 100 Slaves; ‘IT regret

I cannot give the necessary information to the Authorities at Sierra Leone,

having little or no communication with that Settlement, or the Gambia.

The Brig that Brandon purchased about 2 Years since is at present laying

at Brava, with the intention of proceeding with a large cargo of Slaves direct

to the Brazils.
I would beg to suggest, that if one of His Majesty’s Cruizers were stationed

between Bissao, on the Coast ofAfrica, and the Island of Brava, it would in.

all probability intercept the Vessels trading in Slaves, from the former Place

to the latter, as that Island now appears to be the principal depét.
I have the honour to be, &c.

John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) J.P. CLARKE.

 

No. 390.

Mr. Consul-General Clarke to John Bidwell, Esq.—(Recewed Aug. 17.)

Sir, St. Jago, June 28, 1826.

1 BEG Jeave to acquaint you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Canning,

thai since the intercourse between the Portuguese and Brazilians has been re-

newed, a system of Traffick in Slaves, foreign to the intentions of the English.

Government, is carried on from these Islands to the Southern Ports, (Rio de

Janeiro, Maranham, &e.), in which it is presumed they (the Portuguese)

act strictly with the existing Treaties. : . -

Slaves (termed domesticks) are sent from hence, openly, with a regular

Passport ; there is now lying inthis Harbour a Portuguese Brig with 67 Slaves  
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on beard, going direct from hence to Rio-de Janeiro; there are also 3 other
Vessels, 2 Portuguese and 1 American, with a deputation from the Governor-
‘General of these Provinces to the Court of Brazil, in which every Person
composing that Depntation takes a certain number of Slaves, nominally as
Attendants, but actuallyfor Tratfick.

While Passports can be obtained with such facilityas is now the case, and
the Trade between these Islands and the Portuguese Settlements on the Coast,
is conducted in the manner it has been hitherto, a final stop cannot take place
‘to the Traffick in Slaves, they having little, or no other returns to make for

Merchandize imported there but these unfortunate beings.
Mr. Secretary Canning must be perfectly aware that the Americans have

‘great intercourse with the various Settlements on the Coast, and although
they may not appear openly in the Trade, they are finally paid by the produce
-of Slaves shipped to these Islands; one circumstance I am well aware has
taken place within a very short period; a Merchant, in Boston, (United
‘States) sent a cargo of Merchandize to Bissao, which was disposed of to the
‘Governor, and a Note of hand passed by the latter for the Amount, which
‘has been compromised by a return of Slaves.
By the arrival of His Majesty’s Ship “Leven,” Captain Owen, I ain

informed, it isthe intention ofCommodore Bullen to visit this Island shortly,
when I shall make him acquainted with every particular on this and other
anatters relative to the Slave-trade. I have the honour to be, &c.
John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) J. P. CLARKE.

 

No. 31.

Mr. Consul-General Clarke to John Bidwell, Esq.—-(Received Oct. 28.)

Sir, British Consulate, St Jago, Aug. 2, 1826.
THE Portuguese Brig called the “* Don Pedro,” which has been detained

at Brava for some Months, left that Island on the 18th ult. with a full cargo
of Slaves, direct to the Brazils; the exact number I cannot ascertain, but from
‘the best information I am able to procure, and from her dimensions, should
Suppose at least from 150 to 200.

I have likewise to acquaint you of the arrival at Brava of the “ Juliana
Filles,” Freitas, Master, with 100 Slaves, on the 28th ult.; after having
Janded them at that Island, she arrived at this Port, on the 31st alt:, and having
refitted, she proceeded to Bissao, on the 10th instant for another cargo.

I have, &e.
John Bidwell, Esq. {Signed) J. P. CLARKE.

 

No. 32.

Mr. Consul-General Clarketo John Bidwell, Esq—-(Received Oct. 28.)

Sir, British Consulate, St. Jago, Aug. 16, 1826.

~ ] BEG leave to acquaint you, for the information of Mr. Secretary Can-
-ning, that a Spanish Brig, named the “ General Pepe,” commanded by
Captain Joze Gomez, mounting 14 guns, with a complement of 80 Men,
arrived at this Anchorage on the 14th instant, to refit, previously to her depar-
ture for the Gallinas for a cargo of Slaves for the Havannah. This Vessel was
a successful Privateer in the late American War, then named the “ Munto,”
and a very fast.sailer. , ,
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Should a conveyance offer for our Settlements on the Coast, I shall trans-

mit a tull description of her to Commodore Bullen, of His Majesty’s Ship

‘¢ Maidstone.” I have, &c.

John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) J. P. CLARKE.

 

No. 33.

Mr. Consul-General Clarke to John Bidwell Esq.—(Received Oct 28.)

Sir, British Consulate, St. Jago, dug. 24, 1826.

I BEG leave to state, that a Dutch Schooner of 3 masts, name at present

unknown, hove in sight of this Harbour on the 17th instant, having overshot

her Port, intending to have made Boavista, where she is at present refitting,

with the intention of preceeding to the Coast for Slaves, for Surinam; the

Master of her, Oulierre, is an old Slaver; but Iam in great hopes some of our

Cruizers will fall in with her, being rather a dull sailer.

His Majesty’sGovernment may rely, should opportunity offer, of my giving

the necessary information to Commodore Bullen.
I have the honour to be, &c.

“John Bidwell, Esq. (Signed) J. P. CLARKE:
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No, 34.

Mr. Consul General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning—(Received
April 12.) ;

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, February 13, 1826.

IN the early part of December last, the “ Thetis” Victuallimg Transport,
under the charge of Lieutenant Hopkins, Royal Navy, arrived here from
England.
A few miles outside the Bar she fell in with a small Schooner, under

Brazilian Colours, laden with Slaves, of which the Lieutenant took posses-
sion, (under an idea, as he stated to me, that the Trade had been abolished,)
and then brought her into this Port, whither, as well as the “ Thetis,” she
was bound.
The Schooner is called the “ 4mizade de Santos ;” her Master and Owner's

name is José Lopez de Bastos,
She remained in possession of the Mate and five Seamen of the “ Thetis,”

during about 24 hours, all the while endeavouring to enter the Harbour;
and as soon as she came to Anchor, the men were withdrawn, and her
Papers returned by Lieutenant Hopkins’ directions, upon his learning that
the Slave-trade was still allowed in this Country. No harm was done to the
Schooner, nor any violence offered to her Crew or Cargo.
Two day afterwards I saw M. de St. Amaro, who asked me, rather drily,

whether Lieutenants in charge of Transports were authorized by my
Government to capture Brazilian Slave-vessels; I told him “ certainly not.”
He then went through a highly coloured detail of what had passed between
the “ Thetis” and the Schooner, and said he should soon make a Representa-
tion to me on the subject, requiring full and signal satisfaction for the insult
to the Brazilian Flag. I felt no difficulty in assuring him, that my Govern-
‘ment would disapprove of the act of the Lieutenantofthe Transport, and that
they would -afford every adequate satisfaction for what had been done by
him without authority.

I heard nothing more from M. de St. Amaro on the subject.
A few days ago, M. de Inbambupe sent me a Note, of which the enclosed

is a Translation, containing four Documents, respecting the Voyage and de-
tention of the Schooner, “ Amizade de Santos;” all of which I take the
liberty to transmit herewith, .
M. de Inhambupe’s Note contains, as you will see, rather an inflated

representation of the circumstances that took place when the Schooner was
detained, and afterwards, until her delivery the next day to the Master
and Owner in this Port, founded upon, but not carried to the length of the
gross exaggeration of the latter, as set forth in his Petition and Protest;
which Protest, it is to be remarked, is not made before aNotary Publick on
Shore, but is dated tle 5th of December, on board the Schooner at Sea, and
unblushingly relates, on that day, as facts, circumstances that are declared to
have happened afterwards.
Both Vessels anchored in this Harbour in the Afternoon of the 6th

December, and when the Schooner was delivered up by Lieutenant Hopkins,
he received (in the presence of the Captain of the Port, as be positively
assured me), the thanks of her Owner and Master, for the mild manner his
inen had behaved themselves, and the services they had rendered whilst on
board.

In Reply to M. de Inhambupe, I have repeated the assurances formerly
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given to M. de St. Amaro, that every adequate reparation should be made for

the unauthorized and improper act of one of His Majesty’s Officers.

I have thought it right, however, not to stop there, but to point out to his

Excellency the great informality of the * Amizade de Santos’s ” Voyage alto-

gether, and that she, and her Owner and Master, ought to have been visited -

with the penalties declared by the Law, against Vessels and Persons carrying

on the Slave-trade, without being duly authorized thereunto by their own

Government.
The Passport she produces, dated 23d March 1825, is for a voyage to

Buenos Ayres,.and back: she sailed from hence in that Month. In Novem-

ber she is (according to Document C.) at Benguella, with a cargo of Slaves on

board ; but she has not a Royal Pass, as stipulated in the 12th Article of the

Additional Convention of London, and offers nothing to legalize her Voyage;

but a Certificate from the Dispatcher of Vessels at that Port (Benguella), that

she had entered into certain Bonds, and may not carry more than 301 Slaves.

~ All this is clearly at variance with the before-mentioned Stipulation of the

Additional Convention, and so I have told M. de Inhambupe, in order to

prepare him for any remarks you may be pleased to direct me to make, upon

the apathy of the Brazilian Government upon this breach of the Law, and

their readiness to afford protection to a Slave-ship carrying on the Trade, in

direct violation of an existing Treaty ; of which violation, the proofs were.

4n their hands. —

M. de Inhambupe has not sent any Reply to my Letter. The Schooner,

according to her own Report of Entry at this Custom-House, embarked 301,

her full number of Slaves, (of which 39 died during the voyage) ; 3 Passengers

and a quantity of bees-wax: she appears to be about 75 tons burthen,

British. I have the honour te be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.
&e. &e. &c.

 

First Enclosure in No. 34. . (Translation.)

The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain,

Rio de Janeiro, February 7, 1826.

JOSE LOPES DE BASTOS, Owner and Master of the Brazilian Schooner

« 4mizade de Santos,” arrived in this Port of Rio de Janeiro on the 6th day

of December last past, having represented that, proceeding peaceably on his

voyage from the Port of Benguella for that of this Capital, with a cargo of

Slaves, when he was about to cross the Bar, and between the Islands of Ma-

rica and Paios, which are, as is known, within sight of the Fort of Santa
Cruz, he was grievously insulted by an English Transport, calling herself the

« Thetis,” which fired upon him at4 past 3 o’Clock in the Afternoon of the

5th; following up this unprovoked attack, the Englishmen came on board the

said Schooner armed, and disrespecting the Brazilian Flag, which was hoisted,

as well as the Imperial Passport, which the said Master had the condescension

to shew, although the Transport was not competent to judge of its validity;

the said Englishman going to the length of forcibly carrying the said Master

and the Crew on board the Transport, and placing in her a Foreign Crew

armed, as is ail made manifest from the enclosed Representation (A), Protest

{B), Certificate Bond given in Benguella (C), and the Passport of the Ship
(D); and it being evident that no pretext whatever, however apparent it
might be, could authurize a mere English Ship to perform the acts of juris-
diction before-mentioned, in going on board a Brazilian Vessel with an armed
‘force, and committing acts most offensive to the Dignity and Independence of
the Empire, and to, the Legitimate Rights of the Lord -of the Port, within
sight of which,and in that of its respective Forts, the said Rights were
attacked: ‘The Undersigned, Councillor of State and Minister and Secretary:
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ofState for Foreign Affairs, cannot refrain from calling the most serious
attention of Mr. Henry Chamberlain, His Britannick Majesty’s Consul-
General, to these sufficiently notorious facts, and to request, as he does, by
order of His Majesty The Emperor, those explanations that are requisite for
the ulterior regulation of His Imperial Majesty’s Government, which now,
protesting against such arbitrary proceedings, and expecting, in consideration
ofthe good harmony happily existing between the TwoGovernments, that that
of His Britannick Majesty will not but formally disapprove of the conduct of
that Transport, trusts no less that a satisfaction and reparation will be given,
adequate and corresponding to the offensive acts, which form the subject of the
present Note. The Undersigned profits, &c.

(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq.

First Enclosure (A.) in No. 34. (Translation.)

Petition of the Master of the ‘‘ Amizade de Santos.”

JOSE LOPES DE BASTOS, Master of the Schooner “ Amizade de.
Santos,” who came into this Harbour on the 6th day of the present Month of
December, on his voyage from Oporto to Benguella, witha cargo of new Slaves,
says, that on his entrance to Barra, and in the District and Waters between
the Islands of Marica and Paios, he was greatly insulted by an English
Ship called the “Thetis,” from which 3 cannon-balls were fired at him, at
half-past 3 in the Evening of the 5th day, at the time when they knew that
all the Slaves were above deck; in consequence of which the Slaves, terrified,
precipitated themselves upon the deck, and some of them were grievously
trodden upon: which insult was followed by the entrance of the English into
the said Schooner, armed with swords and pistols, and using very indelicate
language to its Crew and Passengers. Other insults followed on those, namely,
insisting on the Petitioner showing themhisPassport of the Empire, and re-
turning it with contempttohim, saying that they knew no such Passport, tearing
it in part, and taking the Petitioner, with the Pilot of the Schooner, on board

their Vessel; notwithstanding that the said Petitioner was seriously indisposed,
“on which accountthey permitted him toreturn atNightto the aforesaid Schooner,
at the same time taking away all his crew, and manning the Ship with 5 very
drunken Englishmen, who passed all the Night in a state of intoxication; in
firing pistols, and making an uproar with each other, until they quarrelled, the
Ship remaining as if on the top of the waters, with the sails flapping, from
whence ensued her almost total destruction. And all this happened, not-+
withstanding that I had the Flag of the Empire hoisted ; and this, therefore,
is acase which calls for reparation for the injury done by Subjects of a
Friendly Nation, which every day receives from our’s the most sincere proofs
of hospitality. He represents this, and may Your Imperial Majesty be
pleased to take his case into your consideration, seeing that the Captain,
Charles H. Palivend, of the English Ship aforesaid, has been served with a
Protest from the Petitioner on that subject, to which he has not replied.

JOSE LOPES DE BASTOS, Owner and Master.

First Enclosure (B.) in No. 34. (Franslation.)

Protest ofthe Master and Crew of the “ Amizade de Santos.”

IN the Year, from the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1825, the 5th of
December, when, with my Schooner the ““ 4mizade de Santos,” laden with
‘Slaves, and proceeding from the Town of St. Philip, in Benguella, I was, at
half-past 3 in the Afternoon, opposite the Isles of Marica; an EnglishVessel,
the “ Thetis,” approached me to the Leeward, having hoisted the American
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Flag; but soon after she hoisted the English Flag, and I hoisted my Flag of
the Empire of Brazil. When quite near me she fired 3 shots at me. I was
ou deck with all the Slaves, who were so much alarmed that some of them
were on the puint of throwing themselves over-board, so that it required great
exertion to quiet the disturbance, in which many were trod under foot, who,
I am afraid, cannot recover; and the Boat of the English Vessel coming on
board the Schooner, the Boat’s Crew raised such a tumult, that a mutiny
seemed to have broken out, as the Englisa came armed with swords and
muskets, and struck great terror into the Slaves, whom they ill-treated and
trampled on; and they even beat me. Nay, it is as [ say, they beat me, my
Crew, and the Passengers; they then carried me, my Crew, and two Pas-
sengers, on board their Ship. I showed them my Papers and the Royal Pass-
port; they told methat they knew of no such Passport, and even tore a piece
out of it. By dint of entreaties I prevailed on them tolet me return on board
the Schooner, though alone, in order to look after the Slaves. When I came
on board, I found 5 Englishmen, who had remained there, much intoxicated,
beating and kicking the Negroes, and offering violence to the Negro women ;
all was in an uproar. It was revolting to see that even the sick were not
spared; such was the effect of their intemperance; two were fighting with
swords. Being without assistance, I was unable to keep the Negroes in
order, or to adininister to the sick the proper remedies; in consequence of
‘which 8 of them died that Night, and 20 were taken so ill, that I
despair of their being restored to health. During the whole Night my sails
were flapping to and tro, and my rigging so ill-used as to be nearly destroyed.
The replacingofsails and rigging will occasion an expence of upwards of 200
mil reis. I therefore enter my Protest against the English Ship “ Thetis,” or
her Commander, or against any one whosoever he may be, for all losses and
damages sustained by the Schooner and her Cargo of Negroes, in consequence:
of the boarding, at half-past3 o’clock, Pp. m., on Monday, the 5th of December
of the said Year; and also, because I was prevented by that occurrence from
arriving on the same day in the Harbour of Rio de Janeiro; not to, mention
the insult offered to meand my Ship’s Company. For which purpose we have
made the present Deposition, and signed it on board the Schooner “ Amizade
de Santos,” on the 5th December, 1825.

(Signed) JOAO CORREA DE BARROS.
For MANOEL PETA, there wasacross.
For MANQEL MARQUES, ditto.
For JOAO RIBEIRBA, ditto.
JOZE LOPES DE BASTOS, Master.
JOZE DE SOUZA RO-s.A, Steersman,

P.S.-—-Haviog examined my Papers on Shore, after they were returned me
from on board the * Thetis,” hither they had all been carried, I found that
there was wanting the Pass for the Negroes, which I received at Benguella.
But I can produce the Cocket which was given me there likewise.

JOZE LOPES DE BASTOS, Master.

The Protest contained no more; and referring to it, I have given above a .
Copy of the same. And to certify that it isa true one, I have subscribed and
signed this in the Publick Exchequer at Rio de Janeiro, on the 3d Janu-
ary 1826.

(Signed) JOAQUIM JOZE DE CASTRO.
Subscribed and signed in the Publick Exchequer,

(Signed) EMANUEL DE VERDE.
JOAQUIM JOZE DE CASTRO.  
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First Enclosure (C.) in No. 34. (Translation.)

Certificate of Bond.—Schooner “ Amizade de Santos.”

MANUEL XAVIER RIBEIRO, Clerk of the Shipping Department for

“His Majesty, &c., certifies, that in Folio 110, of the 2d Book of Securities,

the following Writing appears:—

On the 4th day of the Month of November of 1825, in this City of Ben-

-guella, and in my Record Office, appeared Joze Lopes de Bastos, Master of the

Schooner “ Anizade de Santos,” which is pursuing her voyage for Rao de

Janeiro; with a cargo of Slaves, and by him it was told to me, that, in order to

pursue bis voyage, accoraing to the customary forms, he bound himself to

what follows :-—Tinat he would not take any more Persons in the Crew of the

said Schoone: than those which it contained, or any Person ‘else whatsoever,

without the written Permission of the Most Hlustrious the Governor of this

City, and doing the contrary he would incur the penalties of Law, and would

-be liable to pay 400,000 reis, as should be determined by the Most Ilustrious

and Most Excellent the Governor and Captain-General of the Kingdom of

Angola, in conformity with the 4sth Chapter of the Regulations of his Go-

vernment: that he would not carry more Slaves than 301, according to his

Admeasurement; and exceeding that number, he would incur the penalties of

the Laws of Admeasurement; for which Slaves he showed that he carried the

necessary provisions and water, which was seen by the Documenis which he

presented: that the said Schooner is going straight to the Port of Rio de

Janeiro, and that were he constrained to make any other, he would there set

forth before the competent Magistrates, the cause of his arrival, and when that

was remedied, that he would proceed with the cargo, which he here received,

for the Place of bis destination ; from which obligation he would be excused

by judicially proving that the state of his tackle or Vessel, the situation of

the Port, the weather, or the season did not permit him to undertake such a

voyage. without the evident risk of losing his cargo of Slaves ; and reinaining

in the Port in which be might arrive without performing thesaid justification,

the should-be subject to pay 12,000 cruzados, besides the losses and damages

which he might occasion to the Parties interested in the Ship; and that he

would also indemnity the Persons who shipped the Slaves, for their value,

according to the price in the Port to which he is to carry them, should they
not choose to receive the prices of the Port at which he might arrive ; and all

shall be liquidated with the said Master as the Owner of the said Schooner;

or finally, with his Security and principal Agent, as the Parties shall think

fit, making use for that purpose of the competent measures: that, in case of

jhis arrival, and not being able to return to the Port of his destination, he

would deliver the Letters which he carries from this Place to the Post-Office of
the Harbour where he may arrive, requiring their delivery, and principally

those on Royal Service, to the Stations and Persons: to whom they are ad-
dressed, securing himself with Receipts in form, that he may present them in
this City, and if he does the contrary he would incur the Penalties of Masters
who do net deliver the Maiis: that being attacked by an enemy superior in
force, before surrendering, be would throw into the Sea the said Mails and
Letters, under penalty of paying the sum of 460,000 reis. And Justiniano doze
dos Reis, a Merchant, of this Place, being also present, whom the Master
presented to be his Security, I was told by him that ot his free will, he
agreed to become his Security and principal Agent for all pecuniary Penalties
to which the said Master bound himselt by this Writing, which, after being
read, they signed with me.

(Signed) MANOEL XAVIER RIBEIRO.
JOZE LOPES DE BASTOS.
JUSTINIANO JOZE DOS REIS.

Nothing clse is contained in the said Writing, which I have extracted faith-
fully from the said Book to which I have referred.

Benguelts, Nov. 4, 1825. (Signed) MANOEL X. RIBEIRO.
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Muster Roll of the Schooner “ Amizade de Santos,”for Rio de Janeiro.

 

  

      

j Piace é

.c| Employments. Names, of @ | Face. | Stature. Woges.
‘| Nativity. |

yMaster........ Jozé Lopes de Bastos,.../Oporte,.| 44 ;Round Ordin,

giPilot’ ....-...\Joz6 de Senza Rosa...... Oporto..| 26 {Ditto {Ditto

3Mate ......../André Gomez ....-....4 Oporto. .| 35 {Oval..]Pall ..
4Clerk ......-- Jo2é Correa de Barros. .|Villa Reali 27 |Roand {Ordin. |Gratis.

BSreward ......{Sfanoel Pinto .........6. Caminha| 23 {Ditto {Ditto |40 Dollars.

(,Barber.......- Jozé, Slave ofaforesaid ..jAngola..| © [Ditto |Ditto |Already at Brazil.

7Seaman ...... Manoel Lopez.....-.6.- ’ porte -| 30 [Ditto ]Ditto

B Ditto ........ Romas Jozé,.... eer eeee{Lisbon..| 28 [Oval../Ditto | ;

Q Ditto ........ Manuel Marques........ Coimbra | 44 jRound|Short 40 Dollars,

WDirto ......-- Antonio de Souza ......;Oporto..} 23 yDitto [Ordin.

J Slave ......6. Simplicio, of the Master, .jCabinda {| «© JOval. . Ditto These persons

12 Ditto ........ Antonio, Ditto...... Cabinda | © |Round {Ditto paid no duties,

J3 Ditto ........ Prancisco,, Ditto...... Congo ..4 '€ Ditto {Ditto | (having already
}4Ditto ........ Joad, of Miguel Ant, Ferra|Novo Red} “ {Ditto |Ditto been at Brazil.

I, Manoel Xavier Ribciro, Clerk of the Shipping Department for His Ma-

jesty, &c., certify, that I inspected the Persons mentioned in the above List,
according to the forms of the Royal Orders. And to prove it, I drew up this
present, which F have signed.

Benguella, Nov. 3, 1825. (Signed) MANOEL XE®, RIBEIRO.

 

Mosr Intusrrious Governor,

JOZE LOPES DE BASTOS, Master of the Schooner “ Amizade de
Santos,” submits that, by the annexed Documents, he is ready to pursue his
Voyage to-morrow, to the Port of Rio de Janeiro, with a cargo of Slaves,
and, as be cannot do that without permission, he prays that, for that purpose,
your Excellency will be pleased to order the Fortress to place no obstacle in
athe way of his departure.

(Signed) LOPES DE BASTOS.

No. 1,024.—It may proceed on the Voyage, this ;
Fortress placing no obstacle in its way. Let this be fulfilled.

. (Signed) —  Auretio.f (Signed) FREITAS.
Government-House of Benguella, 8th Nov. 1825. .

First Enclosure (D) in No. 34. (Translation.)

Passport of the Schooner “ Amizade de Sanios.”

FRANCISCO VILLELA BARBOZA, of the Council of State of His
‘Imperial Majesty, Grand Cross of the Imperial Order of Cruzeiro, Knight
of the Order of Christ, Colonel of the Imperial Corps of Engineers, Minister
and Secretary of State for the Affairs of Marine, and Inspector-General of
Marine, &c. &e. &c.

I make known to all those who shall see this Passport, that the Schooner
“ Amisade de Santos” is to sail from this Port of Rio de Janeiro to Buenvs
Ayres, whence it is to return to this Court, and of whitch Schooner Jose
Lopes de Bastos is Master and Owner, a Subject of this Empire, no Foreign
Person being on board the said Schooner. Wherefore, if, in going or re-
turning, it should be met, in any Seas or Ports whatsoever, by the Chiefs and
Olficers of the Ships and Vessels of this Empire, The Emperor of Brazil com-  
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mands that they put no obstacle in its way. And he recommends to the

Fleets, Squadrons, and Vessels of the Kings, Princes, Republicks, and Poten-

tates, Friends and Allies of this Crown, not to prevent it from pursuing its —

Voyage, but to aid and favour it in every way necessary, in the certainty that

to those who are recommended by their Princes, the same and equal treat-

ment will be shewn. In faith whereof He commanded this Passport tv be

given, signed by me, and sealed with the Great Seal of the Imperial Arms.

Given in the Palace of Rio de Janeiro, 23d March, in the Year of the Birth

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1825.

(Signed) . FRANCISCO VILLELA BARBOGZA.

By Order of His Excellency,
(Signed) Antonio Asz. pe Britto.

On the Back of the Passport, registered in folig 20 of the 7th Book of

Ship Passports. (Signed) Ant. pE Arauso Leno.

Secretary of State's Office, 24th March 1825.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 34,

Mr. Consul-General Chambertain to the Viscount de Inhambupe.

Monsieur LE VICOMTE, Rio de Janeiro, February 9, 1826.

ACKNOWLEDGING the receipt of your Excellency’s Note of the 7th

instant, together with its Enclosures, respecting the firing at and taking

possession of the Brazilian Slave-vessel ‘“ Amisade de Santos,” José Lopes

de Basto, Master and Owner, by the British Transport “ Thetis,” within

sight of this Harbour, on the 6th of December last, I do not hesitate to

take upon myself to assure your Excellency, that every adequate reparation

will be inade for the unauthorized and improper act of which your Excel-

lency complains, which act cannot but be entirely disapproved of by His

Majesty’s Government, to whom I shall not fail to transmit your Excel-

lency’s Note, and its Enclosures, by the first opportunity. ,

Having so fer had the honour to answer the immediate purport of your

Excellency’s Note, I take the liberty to submit, for your Excellency’s con-

sideration, a few Remarks, founded upon the Documents it contains; not

for the purpose of excusing or covering the improper conduct of the British

towards the Brazilian Vessel, but with the view of pointing out the flagrant

breach of the Additional Convention of London (July 28, 1817), committed

by the latter, which, as it appears to me, the Brazilian Government is bound

to notice. .
The 4th Article of that Convention stipulates, “ that every Vessel sailing

from Rio de Janeiro, to be employed in the licit Slave trade; must be fur-

nished with a Passport, conformable to the model annexed to the Convention,

and formiug an integral part thereof; in which Passport is to be specified

the number of Slaves the Vessel is permitted to carry.”

The “ _Amiaade de Santos” had no such Passport, at least her Master and

Owner prodiaces none; but, instead thereof, the common ordinary Passport

carried by Merchant Vessels, dated in March 1825, authorizing her to sail

to Bs=:os Ayres and back again direct. Whether she went to Buenos

Ayres does not appear; bat, in the Month of November following, she is

found in the Port of Benguella, where, without being authorized by her own

Government to engage in the Trade at all, she takes on board a cargo of

Slaves, with which cargo she sails direct for Rio de Janeiro.

It would be difficult to imagine a more open breach than this, of the rule

Jaid down in the before mentioned Additional Convention for regulating the

mode of carrying on the licit Slave-trade; and your Excellency will, no

doubt, upon reflection, sce it in the same light.

Wad the “ Amizade de Santos” been fallen in with at Sea, by any British
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or Brazilian Ship of War, employed in checking the illicit Trade, her want
of Papers would have justified her detention, and might have been followed
by her condemnation. oo
Upon her arrival in this Harbour, I must presume she became liable to

the Law, for being informally employed in carrying Slaves.
The Papers she produces from the Portuguese Escrivad dos Despachos,in the

Portuguese African Port of Benguella, would be insufficient to authorize a
Portuguese Slave-vessel to navigate the Seas : how much the less then can
it be a sufficient Authority for a Brazilian Vessel to engage in the Slave-trade,
between Portuguese Africa and Brazil, in contradiction to the express Sti-
pulations of an existing Treaty ?

' Your Excellency will, I hope, pardon my having ventured to offer these
remarks. I have been induced to do so, in order to prepare your Excellency
for those of my Government, when they learn that the informal, if not
illicit, conduct of the Master and Owner of the “ Amizade de Santos,”
which condict, to say thé least of it, is at variance with the Eagagements
between the two Countries, has apparently neither attracted the notice, nor

called forth the disapprobation of the Brazilian Government; but that, the

Law being allowed to sleep, their protection is exerted in his favour to the

same extent as if he had done nothing wrong, and had not committed an
infraction of a Treaty. T profit, &c.

(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.
H.E. the Viscount de Inhambupe,

&e. ge. Se.

 

No. 35.

Mr. Secretary Canning to Mr, Consul-General Chamberlain.

Sir, . Foreign Office, June 14, 1826.

THE circumstances relating to the detention of the “ 4mizade de Santos,”

by the British Transport “Thetis,” and to the irregularity of the Voyage of

the first mentioned Vessel, as detailed in your Despatch of the 13th of Fe-

bruary, of this Series, have been referred to His Majesty’s Advocate-General;

who has reported it to be his opinion, that the act of the “ Thetis” was unjus-

tifiable, and contrary to the Provisions of the Convention.

‘The defects that were discovered in the Papers of the Brazilian Vessel, were

very properly brought, by you, to the notice of the Brazilian Government.

As this Vessel had cleared out for Buenos Ayres, it does not appear certain

that the Brazilian Government was privy to these irregularities; aud under

the particular circumstances of the case, it would not now be advisable to

remonstrate further, on the discovery made, in cansequence of the seizure of

 

the Vessel. Tam, &ec.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

No. 36.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—

(Received July 8.)

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, March 21, 1826.

1 BEG leave to enclose the Copy of a Letter, and its Enclosure, ‘received

from Mr. Consui Pennell, stating the number of African Slaves imported into,

and exported from, the Port of Bahia, during the Six Months ended the 31st

December 1825.
I have the honour to be, &c.

The. Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) HH. CHAMBERLAIN.

&c. &c. Sc
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First Enclosure in No. 36.

Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Sir, . Bajia, February 3, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to enclose two Returns of the number of Slaves im-
ported into, and exported from, the Port of Bahia, from the 1st July 1825, to
the 31st December 1825.

I have the honour to be, &ec.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed)  W. PENNELL.

Second Enclosure in No. 36.

Return of the Number of Slaves Imported into Bahia,from1st July 1825,
to 31st December 1825.

 

 

 

      
  

Number of Negroes.

Date 3 : 3
of Name of Vessel. Whence & 3 3 Observations.

Arrival. = A 3
a

July 13)la Rosalia - - - (Molembo- -| “ “e 232

August 27 Emilia - - - ~ |Ambris = . ce ee 311

Sept. l||lra Estrella + - - |Molembo- -| ‘* ad £26

#« Q2/Carridade - - - Do. - - “e se 303

October IS. Joao Voador - - Do - - ee se 80

“e |S. Joao Espadarte_ - - |Ambris - - ee ‘f 243

«© Q7IN. Senhora d’Ajuda - ~ |Pernambuco ~| ** te 25

November 3/Henriqueta = - - - [Molembo- - ee ‘ 504

«© 19l/Agnia ss - - - - Do. - - se “se 127 |Robbed 317
‘©  23'Bom Successo - - - Do. - - ‘6 ce 204

December 3/8. José Vencedor~ - Do. - - “ “ 14 |Robbed 316

2269

 

Third Enclosure in No. 36.

Reiurn of the Number of Slaves Exported from Bahia, from ist July
1825, to 31st December 1825.

 

 

  
 

1 .

Date ' | Number
of Name of Vessel. ‘Where bound. “ “ of

Sailing. ] Negroes.
t

October 30 Tiberio. ' Rio de Janeiro. | ** ee 16

(Signed) WM. PENNELL.

No. 37.

Mr. Consul General Chamberlain to. Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Recewed July 8.)

Sir, hia de Janeiro, March 26, 1826.

I HAVE the honour fo transmit, herewith, Copies of a Despatch, and En-
elosure, received from Mr. Consul Pennell, communicating the gratifying
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information that Licences to touch at the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes,
and other Places within the prohibited Districts, will no longer be granted
by the Government at Bahia, to Slave-vessels sailing from thence on the licit

Trade to Ports South of the Equator.
It will be observed that the Portaria describes these Licences as “ fraudu-

lent,” and contrary to the Stipulations with Great Britain respecting the
Slave-trade.

It is some consolation that the Government have at length been brought to
consider them in this light. That they should ever have considercd them
otherwise, or hesitated, as they have done, during several Years, to yield to
the repeated Remonstrances of His Majesty’s Government against granting
such Licences, is the more extraordinary, as there exists in the Statute Book,
a Carta Patent, dated the 13th April 1809, relieving the Slave-ships of Bahia

from the legal obligation to touch at the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes,

because experiénce bad shewn, that the calms and contrary currents of the

Seas on their Coasts created great delays, whilst the infectious pestilence of

the air produced great mortality amongst the Negroes embarked : mconve-
niences and calamities which vanished before the profits of the illicit Trade.

I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H, CHAMBERLAIN.
&e. &e. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 37.

Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Sir, Bahia, February 15,1826.

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that I was in expectation of receiving
a Statement of some specifick facts, to bring under the consideration.of the

President of this Province, in support of a Representation against Vessels

being permittedto touch at Places North of the Equator, when the Docu-

ment, of which I have the honour to enclose a Copy, was made publick ; being

an Order from thé Brazilian Government (dated Rio de Janeiro, 8th January,

{326,) not to grant such Permissions (denominated “ Exscatas dolosas,”) in

future, as being contrary to Stipulations with the British Government, as

regards the Slave-trade.
This circumstance will prevent my making the Representation I had con+

templated. .
I have the honour to be, &c.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. {Signed) W. PENNELL.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 37. (Translation.)

OFFICIAL ARTICLE.— Departmentfor Foreign Affairs. ,

_IT having come to the knowledge of the Government of His Majesty The
Emperor, that some Merchants, to whom is permitted the licit Slave-trade,
trying to deceive the Constituted Authorities, to whom it belongs to watch
over the execution of the existing Treaties between this Government and
that of His Britannick Majesty, avail themselves of fraudulent Licences to
touch at Places (‘‘ Escalas dolosas”) to pursue the illicit Trade; and it
being necessary to provide against the possibility of the renewal of such
abuses; Iam to inform your Excellency, for your information, and its execu~.
tion, that the imperial Government judge proper to order that such Licences
sliall-not be granted; the which is conformable to what is stipulated with the
British Government respecting the Slave-trade. .

~ God preserve your Excellency.
Palace ofRio de Janeiro, January 8, 1826. —

Snr. Visconde de Queluz, (Signed) VISCONDE DE SANTO AMARO.
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No. 38.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Received July 8.)

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, March 28, 1826.
IN addition to. the Papers I have already had the honour to transmit, re-

specting the Slave-vessel “4mizade de Santos,” in my Despatch of the 13th
February last, I now beg leave to submit for your perusal the Translation of
an Official Article, published in this day’s Diario Fluminense, being the Copy
ofa Letter from the Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Minister ofMarine,
explaining the reasons why his Excellency had limited himself, in his Note
to_me of the 7th Febrnary, respecting that Vessel’s detention by the
“Thetis,” to the mere demand of satisfaction for the insult shewn to the
Flag, without demanding any indemnification for damages.

In this Letter M. de Inhambupe shows the voyage of the “ Amizade de
Santos” to have been wholly illegal and simulated; yet no legal steps have
been taken to bring the Owner, Master, or Crew, to Justice, and the Vessel
bas been allowed to sail again upon another voyage to the Coast of Africa.

I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.

Se. &c. Se

Enclosure in No, 38. (Translation.)

The. Brazihan Ministerfor Foreign Affairs to the Minister of Marine.

_ Mosr Iuiusrrious anp Most Excersenr Sir,
IN Reply to your Excellency’s Office of the 15th of the present Month, I

have to inform you, that in consequence of the Offices from your Excellency’s
Department of the 15th and 20th December of last Year, referred to, in
which was transmitted the Representation of Joze Lopes de Bastos, Owner
and Master of the Schooner “Amizade de Santos,” complaining of the hostileact committed by the Commander of the English Ship “ Thetis,” a Note, ofwhich the Enclosureisa Copy, was addressed to the Consul-General of HisBritannick Majesty, to which he replied by the Note which accompanied the
former ;* this affair having also been transmitted to the Barao de Itabayanain order to make the necessary Representations, the result of which is notyet known. On perusal of these Notes, yourExcellency will see, that thisDepartment has limited itself to requesting satisfaction for the insult that theCommander of the above-mentioned Ship “ Thetis” committed against theNational Flag, and -not an indemnification for Losses; because, it being re-quisite that the Master of the said Schooner should present the respectivePassport, in order to verify the legality of his voyage, it became known, fromthat exhibited, that it was a simulated (simulada) voyage, he having clearedout his Ship from this Port tor Buenos Ayres, and. not for the Coast of Africa ;from whence, however, be came with a cargo of Slaves, when he was undulyboarded by the said English Ship; all which I communicate to your Excel-Jency: for your Government ; apprising you, that so soon as a Decision on thisAffair arrives from London, I shall hasten ‘to eonvey it to the knowledge ofyour Excellency. God preserve your’ Excellency,
Palace, March 17, 1826.

(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE..Senhor Visconde de Paranagua,

® See Enclosures in No, 34.
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No. 39.

Mr. Consul-GeneralChamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Received Aug. 27.)

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, June 17, 1826.

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the Slave-trade
Series, dated the 6th of May, accompanied by a Copy of the Papers, marked |

‘A. and B., relative to the Slave-trade, which has been presented to. both

Houses of Parliament by His Majesty’s Command, in the course of the
present Session. I have the honour to be, &c. a

(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN:

The Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 40.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Received Aug. 27.)

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, June 19, 1826.

IN the Sitting of the Chamber of Deputies of the 15th instant, a Report

from the Committee of Legislation was. read, proposing the term of 14 Years

for the abolition of the Slave-trade; to which S* Clemente Pereira proposed,

as an Amendment, to substitute 6 Years instead of 14. The Report and
Amendment were ordered to be printed. One Member, S™* Malaquias, de-

elared, that he was ready to vote for an immediate Abolition; but noMotion

of this sort was made. T have the honour to be, -&c.

. (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.

The Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. &c. &e.

 

No. 41.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—

(Received Oct. 4.)

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 7 1826.

I HAVE lately received from Mr. Consul Hesketh, at’ Maranham, a

Despatch, dated the 21st of March of the present Year, accompanied by

very voluminous Documents, tespecting a Schooner called the “ Carolina,”

which had arrived there, and beep allowed to land a careo of Slaves from

‘Cacheu.
I should have brought this fresh and palpable breach of the existing Treaty

for checking the illicit. Trade in Slaves, and of the Alvara of the 26th of Jan-

wary 1818, at once before the Government, but for the expectation that I may

perhaps be speedily hénoured by the receipt of some Instructions from you,

Sir, upon this subject; which expectation1s formed upon Mr. Consul -Hes-

keth’s having informed me that he had already transmitted to the Foreign

Office the principal details of the circumstances of this Case, and should

continue to forward others as they occurred, as well as of the steps he had

taken in it.
I cannot foresee any inconvenience arising from my waiting until the next

Packet arrives, whilst,whatever I may feel it right to urge with the Govern-

ment, will come with double force when founded ugon your Instructiens.

I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) _ H. CHAMBERLAIN.

&e. &e. &e.
?
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No. 42.

Aly. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning .—
(Received Oct. 4.)

Sir. Rio de Janeiro, July 7, 1826.
1 BEG leave to transmit the Copy of a Letter from Mr. Consul Hesketh,

with its Enclosure in original, stating the number of Slaves imported into
the Port of Maranham during the Year 1825.

T have the honour to be, &e:
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN:

&e. &e. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 42.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Sir, Maranham, January 17, 1826.
_ I TRANSMIT, enclosed, a Statement of the Slaves imported into Ma-
ranham during the Year ending the 3ist December 1825.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

 

Second Enclosure in.No.42.

Statement of the Slave Importation into the Portof Maranham during the
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No. 43.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Recewed Oct. 4.)

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 12, 1826.

HAVING received private information that the Portuguese Vessel “ Conde
dos Arcos,” mentioned in my Despatch of this Series, dated 4th January of
the present Year, as having been announced in a Lisbon Gazette to be about
to sail trom thence on the 20th November, for Rio de Janeiro, (vidAngola,
er Benguella), had taken in a full cargo of Slaves at the Port of Ambriz, and
might be expected shortly to arriye here, I thought it my duty to acquaint
the Minister with these facts, and to request that he would, upon her arrival,
cause the Law to be enforced against her as an illicit Slave-trader.

I have the honour to annex Translations of M. de Inhambupe’s first
and second Replies to this Application; from the last of which it is satisfac-
tory to gather that, upon the arrival of the Vessel “ Conde dos Arcos,” the
requisite measures will be adopted towards her, after a due examination
into the circumstances of the Case.

I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN..
&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 43.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe.

M. Le VicomTe, Rio de Janeiro, June 24, 1826.

_ I FEEL it to be my duty to acquaint your Excellency that a Portuguese
Vessel, called the “‘ Conde dos Arcos,” sailed from Lisbon last November for
Rio de Janeiro, via Angola and Benguella, and that she is daily expected to
arrive at this Port with a cargo of 300 Slaves taken on board, I believe, at
Ambriz. —_

As it is impossible that this Vessel can, under such circumstances, be pro-
vided with the Imperial Pass, requisite to authorise her being engaged in, the
Traffick in Slaves between Africa and Brazil, I beg to eall your Excellency’s
attention to the fact herein stated, and to denounce this. Vessel as one illegally
engaged in the Slave-trade ; not doubting but that, on her arrival at this Port
with her contraband Cargo, the Imperial Government will cause such steps to
be taken in the matter as the flagrant illegality of the proceedings.demand, |

I protit of the opportunity, &e. &e. -,
(Signed} H. CHAMBERLAIN.

His Excellency The Viscount de Inhambupe.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 43. (Translation.}

The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Secretary of State's Oficefor Moreign Affairs,
June 28, 1826.

THE Viscount de Inhambupe presents his due compliments to Mi. Henry
Chamberlain, Chargé d’Affaires of His Britannick Majesty, and not being yet
able to reply, suitably, to the Note which he addressed to him on the 24th of
the present Month, as Explanations are required about the circumstance, of  
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the Ship “ Conde dos Arcos,” to which it relates, and which have been
requested from the Chargé d’'Affaires of His Most Faithful Majesty at this
Court, acquaints him, that at an opportune time he will give him the result of
this affair.

The Viscount de Inhambupe does not omitthis occasion to renew, &c.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq.

 

Third Enclosure in No. 43. {Translation.)

Lhe Viscount de Inkambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Rio de Janeiro July 10, 1826.

THE Chargé d’Affaires of His Most Faithful Majesty, to whom I sent the
Note you addressed to me, under date of the 24th of the last Month, respect-
ing the Ship “‘ Gonde dos Arcos,” which you state to have sailed from Lisbon
in November of the last Year, destined for Angola and Benguella, to Trade for
Slaves, in order to come to the Port ofthis Capital, has just announced to me
that he is persuaded, considering the fidelity with which his Government
fulfils its Agreements, that it would not give such a Clearance to the men-
tioned Ship, in the case of her being Portuguese property ;_judging, therefore,
that the information which you have received, must have been less exact;
because he could evenassert, that it did not appear that in the said Month of
November any Vessel of that denominationhad sailed from Lisbon.

In communicating to you the above-mentioned, I am to say, that in case of
‘the said Ship actually entering this Port, the requisite easures will be taken
after proceeding to the due examinations.

-On this occasion I renew, &e.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) VISCONDE DEINHAMBUPE,

 

No. 44.

Mr, Consul- General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Received Oct. 4.) . .

—Sir,. oo Rio de Janeiro July 19, 1826.
ABOUT a MonthagoI observed in the List of Sailings from this Port’,

that a Schooner, ‘called the ‘4rsenia,” under Brazilian Colours, had left the
Harbour on the 11th June; bound to Cabinda, Molembo, Jsland of PrinceandIslandof St. Thomas,and I concluded, not on!y from her destination, but
from the number of her.Crew (22 Persons), that she must be bound upon’
a Slave-trading voyage.
‘After the assurance given by M. de S°. Amaro, in the commencement of

the present Year, that Licences to touch at Places North of:the Line,. should,
no longer be issued by the President ofBahia, and, according to the fair con-
struction of bis Note, that they showld notbe’granted at all, it seemedpro-
bable that the announcement.ofthe “ Arsenia’s” destination to Princes and
St, Thomas was a mistake; nevertheless, to clear up all doubts on the subject,
I wrote a few lines to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, requesting to be in-
formed,whither the ‘“‘Arsenia” was émployed in the Sleve-trade, andwas fur-
nished with a.Passport authorizing her to touch and trade at the Places
inéntioned in the Sailing List. ,

His Excellency acknowledged the receipt of my Letter, andpromised to
answer. it as’ soon ‘as he had obtained the requisite inlormation-from the
Department: of Marine. .
*@Qn. the lth instant, I received the enclosed Answer, signifying, to-my:

utter astonishment, that the “Arsenia” had permission to touch and: trade at
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all the Places mentioned in the List of Sailings, and that, moreover, the

Gevernmenthad resolved, in.compliance witb the ‘¢ well founded represen-

tations of various Brazilian Slave-Merchants,” to issue Licences allowing

Slave-vessels to touch at Places North of the Line.

If the clearest and most convincing proofs had not been adduced, that such.

Licences have been obtained -with sinister views, and used fraudulently,it

might be pretended that there exists nothing beyond a mere suspicion of their

being obtained for fraudulent purposes.
But how M. de Inhambupe can hazard this opinion with those Documents

before him, with which. this Government has heen furnished, proving numer-

ous instancesoffraudulent uses of these Licences, is scarcely more extraordi-

nary than his argument, that, because in the Treaty between Portugal and

Brazil, of the 29th August 1825, there is no prohibition against Brazilian

Subjects touching at those Islands, Brazilian Ships,.(and these Slave-ships),

have a right to touch there, notwithstanding the clear and express prohibition

contained in, the existing Treaty and Convention with Great Britain for the
restriction of the Slave-trade.
Under these circumstances, and persuaded that a fresh appeal to the Govern-

ment at this moment, founded upon any or all of the arguments or reasons

formerly brought forward, would be of no avail, I have felt it to be incumbent

upon me to send an Answer to M. de Inhambupe’s Note, containing a formal

_ Protest, in the name of His Majesty’s Government, against the granting-of

the Licences in question, asa clear and direct breach ot the Treaty of Vienna,

and ot the Additional Convention of London.
It will not escape you, Sir, that M. de Inhambupe distinctly states, that

this Treaty and Convention afford the means for preventing any abuse of.
these Licences, I have' the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H.CHAMBERLAIN.
&e. &e. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 44..

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe.

M. Le Vicomre, Rio de Janeiro, June 20, 1826.

IN the List of Sailings from this Port, published in all the Diarios of this
City, I observe the departure, on the 11th of June, of the Brazilian Schooner

<< Arsenia,” Francisco Roiz. Carneiro, Master, bound to Cabinda, Molembo,

Island of Princes and Island ofSt. Thomas, and from the number of her Crew
(22 Persons) 1 conclude she must be bound on‘a Slave-trading Voyage.

I shall feel particularly obliged by your Excellency’s taking the trouble to
let me know, whether thisSchooner is employed in the Slave-trade, and has

been furnished with a Passport, authorising her to touch and trade at the se-

veral Places mentioned in the Sailing List herein referred to. -
I beg to renew, &c.

(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.
His Excellency the Viscount de Inhambupe. .

 

Second Enclosure in No. 44. (Translation.)

The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul- General Chamberlain.

Sir, . Rio de Janeiro, July 13, 1826.

- HAVING already acknowledged the receipt of your Note, under date of

the 20th of last Month, desiring to know if a Passport had been given to the

Schooner “ Arsenia,” to touch at the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes; I

am now to acquaint you, that, according to what the Minister and Secretary

ot State for the Affairs of Marine has communicated, that Passport was ac-

tually. given.
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Ou this subjectImust, however, inform you, that although the Govern-
ment of His Majesty The Emperor, yielding to your wishes, did order those
uicences to be prohibited, under the date of the 4th of January of the preseut
Year, as was that day actually ordered to the President of the Province of
Bahia:; nevertheless, there having subsequently ‘come up to the Imperial Pre-
Sence,very well-tounded Representations from various Brazilian Merchants, re-
questing the-continuation of the said Licences, the Government of His Impc-
rial Majesty has been pleased benignly to grant this Supplication, not only.
‘because they have judged that there would not be any inconvenience in this
concession, inasmuch, if they should abuse the said Licences, as you appre-
hend, the remedy in this respect is to be found given in the Treaty made in
Vienna on the 22d January 1815, and in the Additional Convention to the
same Treaty of the 28th July 1817; but also because, those Islands belong-
ing to Portugal, there isnot any prohibition in the Treaty made between
Brazil and the said Kingdom, on the 29th of August of last Year, for the
Subjects of His Imperial Majesty to touch there; and therefore it would be
unjust and indecorous that the Imperial Government itself should be the first
‘to make such a prohibition, merely upon suspicion of a contraband Trade,
which it is not to be supposed they will attempt, from the certainty that they
will be punished with the utmost-rigour of the Law. Moreover, that His Ma.
jesty The Emperor,far from desiring to encourage the Traffick in Slaves, quite
on the contrary, desires to repress it as much as possible, and he would cer-
tamly have abolished it already, did not the actual circumstances of Brazil
render this measure very pernicious to her Agriculture.

On this occasion I renew, &c.

(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq.

 

Third Enclosure in No. 44.

Mr, Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe.

. 'M. re Vicomre, Rio de Janeiro, July 18, 1826.

1 SHALL not fail to communicate to my Government, by the earliest
opportuiity, your Excellency’s Office of the 13th instant, in reply to my
Letter of the 20th ultimo, requesting to be informed whether the Brazilian
Schooner “ 4rsenia,” which had cleared out from this Port for Molembo, and
the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes, had really received permission to touch
at these Islands.
Your Excellency acquaints me, that the “Arsenia” had this permission, and

that Licences authorising Slave-vessels to touch at Places North of theLine,
‘will continue to be granted.

It is in my power to assure your Excellency, that the British Government
hailed with the sincerest satisfaction the assurance contained.in the Office of
his Excellency the Viscount de Se, Amaro, then Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, dated the 4th of January last, that the Imperial Brazilian Govern-
ment had directed that no more Licences should be granted, authorising Slave-
vessels to touch at Places North of the Line.
That Resolution was iu direct conformity with.the clear sense, nay with the

-very words, of the existing ‘Treaty and Convention for putting down the illicit
Slave-trade; but since it has given way (after the short lapse of only 6
Months) before the interested Representations of the Slave Merchants, whose
illicit and. fraudulent Commerce it shackled and repressed, it is hopeless to
expect success from the repetition of an Appeal, founded upon the Stipulations
or the faith of Treaty. ‘

I shall, therefore, leave to my Government to. express, in the terms they
may think fit, the disappointment they will naturally feel when they learn
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this change of conduct and principle on the part of His Imperial Brazilian
Majesty’s Government :.a change which plainly indicates that the Represen+
tations ofprivate Individuals are held by this Government to be paramount to

the Engagements of Treaty. os .
But I cannot hesitate, respectingthe courseit behoves me to take upon the

announcement of this determination, nor delay to protest against itin the

strongest aud most solemn manner, on the part-of my Government, as a clear
and direct breach of the Treaty of Vienna of the 22d January 1816, and the
Additional Convention of London of the 28th July 1817.
The argument which your Excellency employs, founded upon the Treaty

between Portugal and Brazil, 1 humbly consider not to be applicable to an

jatringement of a Treaty and Convention no wise connected therewith ; but E
refrain from troubling your Excellency with any further remark .on the
subject. I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) 'H. CHAMBERLAIN.
His Excellency the Viscount de Inhambupe.

 

No. 45.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—

(Received Oct. 4.)

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 21, 1826.
HAVING discovered that a Brig, called the “ Primorozo Divine,” which

lately arrived in this Port with a Cargo of 472 Slaves from Angola, 18 having

died during the voyage, is the property of a Portuguese Merchant, residing at

Angola, to whom also belongs the greater part of the Negroes; I lost no time
in laying these circumstances before the Government, with the view of
inducing them to take legal measures against her, in the event of her not being

duly authorised to carry on the Trade.
I have no doubt of her real character.
It would have been more satisfaciory, had the Minister’s Answer contained

a promise that the “ Primoroso Divino” should be legally proceeded against,

in the event of its turning out that she is not duly licensed to earry on the
Slave-trade. I have the henour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.
&c. &e. — &e. .

 

First Enclosyre in No. 45.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inkambupe.

M. Le Vicomte, Rio de Janeiro, July ¥7, 1826.
_ HAVING full confidence in the constantly repeated assurances of the

Imperial Brazilian Government, that Persons concerned in the contraband

Slave-trade shall be punished with all therigour of the Law, which are again
venewed in your Excellency’s Office of the 13th instant, with the additional

most satisfactory declaration, that His Imperial Majesty desires to repress the

' Trade as much as possible, I hasten to communicate to your Excellency that

a Slave-vessel, lately arrived in this Harbour, has been denounced to me as

illegally engaged in this Trafhick. .

This Vessel is.called the “ Primorozo Divino”; she arrived from, Angola on

the. 11th: iustant, with 472 slaves, 18 having died during the passage, consigned:

to the Merchant Joaquim Ferreira dos Santos. It-is to be remarked, that in

_ the List of Maritime Arrivals her Nation is not mentioned.
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_ After very caretul enquiry,I can find notrace of this Vessel having cleared
from this Port, although this might be: readily ascertained, through the
Ministry of Marine, where the Registry of her Passport, and herLicence,
will ofcourse be found, if she. was furnished_with them, as she ought to have
been, to enable her legally to engagein the Trade.
- My information, however, goes to the fact, that this Vessel is owned, and
the greater part of the Cargo also owned, by a Portugueseresident in the
Portuguese Colony of Angola.

I lay this information before your Excellency, under the conviction, that
the necessary enquiries will be made, and steps taken to enforce the Law
against the “ Primorozo Divino” her Cargo and Crew, in the event of its
appearing that she is not legally authorized to carry on this Trade.

I beg to renew, &c. -
(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.

His Excellency the Vicount de Inhambupe.

Second Enclosure in No, 45, (Translation-)

The Viscount-de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Str, Rio de Janeiro, July 20, 1826.

ACKNOWLEDGING the Office that you addressed to. me, under date of
the 17th of the present Month, relative to the Ship “ Primoroze Divino,”
thathas just arrived from Angola with a Cargo of Slaves, which is said to be
illicitly made, I have to acquaint-you, thataCopy of your said Office has been
transmitted ‘to the Ministry of Marine, in order that I'may receive. the
necessary explanations ‘to be able to reply. suitably to you.

And on this occasion I renew, &c.
(Signed) VISCONDE.DEINHAMBUPE,

 

Henry Chamberlain, Esq.

No. 46.
~*~

~~ Mr. Consul-GeneralChamberlain to. Mr. Secretary Canning.—: (Received Oct. 4.)

Sir, Rio de Janéiro, August 1, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of this
Series, dated the 14th of June of the present Year, upon the subject of the
detention of the Slave Schooner ‘* 4mizade de Santos” by the Transport

_«* Thetis,” and instructing me, under theparticular circumstances of the Case,
not to remonstrate further on. the irregularities discovered in eonsequence of
the detention of that Schooner. — I have the honour to be, &e.

. The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H.CHAMBERLAIN.
&e.  &e. . &e.
 

No. 47.

Myr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
oS (Received Oct. 4.)

. Sir, Rio de Janeiro, August 2. 1826.

IN consequence of information, transmitted by His Majesty’s Consul at
Maranham, that fictitious Passports had been granted, authorizing 2 Schooners
the “DonnaMara Felicia” and the “ Amizade,” to proceed from thence on
Slave-trading voyages, no such Schooners being in that Port; I shortly
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stated to M. Inhambupe these facts, in the words they had been stated to me,

leaving to him to take such‘measures, with respect to the Vessels which might

sail with theseDocuments, as the execution of the existing Treaty, and the

enforcement of the Law, should authorize.

{ also requested that Orders might be issued to the Local Authorities at
Maranham, not to grant Passports for Slave-vessels, unless these actually clear

out from that Port, and observe all the forms required by Law and Treaty.

- [ have the honour to enclose a Translation of the Minister’s Answer, signi-

fying, that.the President of that Province las been written to for his Report

upon the circumstances stated in my: Representation. ©
Nine Months will probably elapse before that Report is received, so that

the Schooners will have concluded their speculations before any Order respect-

ing them can reach Maranham.
As the Answer mis-states part of the contentsof my Letter to M. de In-

hambupe, I have pointed out the error into which he had fallen, and which is

corrected in his-Excellency’s Reply.
I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H.CHAMBERLAIN.

| &e. &e. &e

 

First. Enclosure ‘in No. 47.

Mr. Consul: General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe.

M. Le VicomtE, Rio de Janeiro, July 15, 1826.

BY information received from Maranham,it appears that the-Acting Pre-

sident of that Province; his Excellency S* Manoel Telles da Silva Lobo,

ranted, on the 4th of July last Year, a Passport for a Brazilian Schooner,

called the “ Donna Maria Felicia,” of 120 tons measurement, Jose Dias

‘de Carvalho, Master, and Sebastiao Pinto, Owner, to proceed from Maran-

ham to the Ports of Malembo, Cabinda, Zayre, and Ambar, (probably

Ambriz,) on the CoastofAfrica, and to return to Maranham with 300 Slaves.

And that his Excellency S™ Patricia Joze d’Almeida e Silva, Vice President

of that Province, granted on the 13th of August, a Passport for another Brazi-

lian Schooner, called the “ .4mizade,” of 200 tons measurement, Manoel

Joaquim dos Santos Master, and Manoel Francisco da Silva, Owner, to pro-

ceed from Maranham to the same Ports on the Coast ofAfrica, and to re-

turn. to Maranham with 500°Slaves. Each of these Passports was. num-

bered One.
.

So far there appears nothing unusual or improper. But what opinion will

your Excellency form’ of both Transactions, as affecting respectively the

Governor and Vice Governor, when-your Excellency learns, that neither of

the Schooners mentioned in the Passports were at Maranham at the time;

that no.such Vessels had ever been known to be there, or even to be in

existence; and that the Passports were procured by Sebastiao Pinto, and

Manoel Francisco da Silva, (the former a Resident in Lisbon,) notoriously

for the purpose of being sent to other Ports, where Vessels answering to

the measurement could be purchased and fitted out_for the voyage. Such,

M. le Vicomte,. is the Statement transmitted to me as a correct relation of

the facts; Aud I send your Excellency an Extract.of that part of His

-Britannick Majesty’s Consul’s Letter which relates them.-

I feel that His Imperial Majesty’s Government, whose desire to keep this

wretched Traffick ‘strictly within the limits and regulations established by

Treaty and by Law, has been so repeatedly expressed, cannot fail to see, in

both these Cases, manifest infractions. of the latter, which makesit,requisite

for every Brazilian Vessel, bound upon a Slaving-voyage to the Coast of

- Africa, to go through certain forms before she is allowed to sail; and that
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her Passport should bear upon its face a Certificate, that she has duly com-
pliedtherewith.

What steps it may be proper to take, with respect.to these two Vessels, I
leave entirely to the decision of your Excellency, after denouncing them as

not having conformed to the Stipulation of the existing Treaty, and therefore
acting in violation of the Law. But E cannot forbear soliciting, in the moat
urgent manner, that no time may be lost in prohibiting the President, ar
other Local Authority at Maranham, competent to grant such Passports, to
issue Passports for Slave-trading-voyages, unless the Vessel, her Master and
Crew, actually clear out from that Port, and go through all the Forms re-
quired by Law and Treaty.

I beg your Excellency to accept the assurance, &c.

(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.
Eis Excellency the Viscount de Inhambupe.

Second Enclosure in No. 47. (Translation.)

The Viscount de Inkambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain,

Sir, fio de Janeiro July 27, 1826.

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of the Note that you addressed to me,
under date of the 15th instaut, in which you complain of there having been
given, in the Province of Maranham, two Passports, for Ships not existing
there, whose Proprietors are Portuguese residing in Lisbon, to go and engage
in the Slave-trade; and I have to acquaint you that, under this day’s date, it
has been ordered, that the President of that Province do report whatever
may be known in this respect, taking upon myself the charge of replying to
you, categorically, in due time on this subject.
On this occasion I renew to you, &c.

(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq.

nN

 

Third Enclosure in No. 47.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe.

M. Lez Vicomre, Rio de Janeiro, July 28, 1826.
I LOSE not a moment in setting to rights a misconception of a statemerit

in my Letter to your Excellency of the i5th instant, respecting Passports
granted by the President and Vice-President of the Province of Maranhain to
two Vessels to undertake Slave-voyages. oe
-Your Excellency’s Note of yesterday, this moment received, after acknow-

ledging the receipt, and mentioning the date of my Letter, states, “ that I
complain of there having been given, in the Province of Maranham, two
Passports for Ships not existing there, whose Proprietors are Portuguese, re-
siding in Lisbon, to go and engage in the Slave-trade.” oe

— Your Excellency will permit me to explaiu,. that my complaint, instead of
this, was, that two Licences had been given to two Schooners not at Maran-
ham, nor even known to be in existence any where, although four -Persoris
described themselves asOwners’ and. Masters (which your Excellency’must.
at_once perceive could not be true), and that one of the Persons, described as
an Owner, was actually a Resident in Lisbon.
_. J request your Excellency once more to accept, &c.

: (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN,
iis Excellency the Viscount de Inhambupe,
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Fourth Enclosure in No. 47. (Translation.)

The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 31, 1826.

IN reply to the Note that you addressed to me, on the 28th of the present

Month, relative to the:mistake in the Answer given to your other previous

Note, respecting the fact of the two Licences, which you say had been

granted at Maranham to two Schooners not existing there, one ofthe so

called Owners of the said Schooners being a Resident in Lisbon, I have to
assure you, that, in conformity with the first Note, the President of that

Province has been ordered to be heard on this subject, to the end that His
Imperial Majesty may determine what may be just.
On this occasion I renew, &c. oo

(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq.

 

No. 48,

Mr. Consul-Generail Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
{Received Oct. 4.)

Sir, — Rio de Janeiro, August 4, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to transmit a Translation of the Minister's Answer,
respecting the Slave-vessel “ Primorozo Divino.”

have written to Mr. Vice-Consul Smith, at Pernambuco, to obtain
aad send me aCopy of the Passport, stated to have been given to her
at that Port; or, in default of that, all the particulars of date, owner-
ship, &c. &c. OO
The information I have: received’ respecting this Vessel is precise, and

satisfies me that she and the greater part of her. Cargo are the property
of a Portuguese Resident at Angola.

Unless some means are found to check the carrying on the Trade from
Portuguese Ports South of the Line, with Portuguese Ships, Seamen and
Capital, we shall, I fear, see it sadly increase. . For the conduct of this
Government shows but too plainly their unwillingness to enforce the Law.
against Contraband Traders, and that Vessels may, under any circumstances,
sately enter and discharge their Slave Cargocs.  _

I bave the honour to be, &c,

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) —_-H. CHAMBERLAIN.
Se. &c. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 48, (Translation.)

The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Sir,  -Rio de Janeiro, August 3, 1826.

IN additiontomy Note of the 20th of the last Month, acknowledging
the receipt of the one which you sent to me, respecting the Ship “ Primoroso
Divino,” I have to acquaint you, that, from the Examinations ordered to
be made bythe Minister of Marine, it is known that the said Ship was cleared
out at Pernambuco, to proceed toTrade forSlaves in the licit Ports of Africa,
there being given to her for this purpose the competent Passport, whereinit
is declared that the Proprietor and the Master are Subjects of this Empire.
Thus satisfying the enquiry made by you, I profit of the occasion to re-

new, &e. ae
. (Signed) § VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE..

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. | _
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No. 49.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Received Nov. 28.)

Sir, Rio de Janéiyo, September 2, 1826.

I FEEL it to be my duty to report to you, that.2 British Vessels have
lately arrived in this Port, bringing Slaves from other Parts of Brazil, viz :—
The Schooner “ Emilia” (of Halifax) Peter Edwards, Master, from Bahia,

with 27. The Brig, “ General Brock,” of Liverpool, Henry Eden, Master,
from Pernambuco, with 21.
As the “ Emilia” bad sailed on her return to Bahia before I was aware that

she had brought any Slaves, I cannot say, whether these were Domesticks;
but Mr. Eden, the Master of the ‘* General Brock,” has stated to me, that
those which came in his Vessel were so, and waited upon their Masters dur-
ing the voyage.
The “ Emilia” having returned to Bahia, I have directed Mr. Consul Pen-

nell to enquire into the circumstances of her Case, and to report the result for
your information. .
Upon the Master of the “ General Brock” being called before me, to ex-

plain how he came to receive and convey Slaves on board his Ship; he de-.
clared his ignorance of its beingunlawful, and his regret at having unknow-
ingly erred. And he added, as an extenuation of hig conduct, that previously
to his agreeing to receive them on board at Pernambuco, he had enquired of
Mr. Vice-Consul Smith, whether there was any impediment to his doing so,
and was'told that there was none; and that he certainly would not have al~
lowed the Slaves to come in his Vessel, had the Vice-Consul warned him
against it.

This Statement of Mr. Eden is so much at variance with what it was.Mr.
Smith’s duty to have done, in conformity with the contents of the “Circular”
addressed by: me to all His Majesty's Consuls in the Brazil, in the Month of
August 1825, (the receipt of which was duly acknowledged by Mr. Consul
Parkinson, in the Month of September following,) that I cannot but appre-
hend there has been some misunderstanding. And I have written to Mr,
Vice-Consul Smith accordingly, directing him to forward direct to the Foreign
Offiee, for your information, his Report of what passed when Mr. Eden ap-
plied to him for his advice on the subject.

The last Enclosure contains a Statement of the several Owner’s names,. and

number of Slaves belonging to each, respectively, as they have appeared in the
_ Shipping List published in the Diario Fluminense.

I have, &e.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.

Se. &c. &e. .

 

First Enclosure in No. AQ.

Mr. Consul-Generat ChamberluintoMr. Consul Pennell.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, August 26, 1826.

THE British Schooner “ Emilia,” Peter Edwards, Master, arrivedhere
from Bahia on the 20th instant, having on board 27 Slaves, belonging. to
various Persons, Passengers by her,as is stated in the List of Arrivals pub-
lished in the enclosed Newspaper, the “ Diario Fluminense,” No. 44, dated

23d August. —_
It is only since her departure that I have become acquainted with these

circumstances, or I should have taken some-steps in the matter whilstthe
Vessel was here. She sailed from hence for Bahia on the 24th instant, and



Braziu. 73

I have to request that you will,in the event of her being still there, apprize
her Master, that he has committed an infraction of the Laws for the abolition’
of the Slave-trade, and. thereby made himself liable to the pains and penal-
ties attendant thereupon, You will be so good as to send a Report of the
result of your Enquiries on this subject, to His Majesty’s Government and
tome. _ J have, &c.
William Pennell, Esq. ' (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.

SecondEnclosure in No. 49. .

Mr. Consut-General Chemberlain to Mr. Pice Consul Snuth: -

Sir, . Rio de Janeiro, September 2, 1826.

THE British Brig,“ General Brock,” arrived a-few days agoatthis
Port from Pernambuco, bringing various Brazilian Passengers, and 21 Slaves,
declared to. belong to them. As soon as these facts came to my knowledge,
I called ber Master, Henry. Eden, before me, and learnt from his own mouth
that they were true.
Upon questioning him further, he stated, in extenuation of what he had

done, that, previous to his undertaking to receive these Slaves on board, he
~ had enquired of His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Pernambuco, whether there
was any impediment to his doing so; and was informed by him, that he
knew of none, and supposed he was at full liberty to take the Slaves,as. well
as their Masters. .

This sanction for their being received on board the “ General Brock,”
is so directly at variance with the contents of my Circular Despatch, dated.
the 8th of August 1825 (to which I refer you), the receipt whereof was
acknowledged by Mr. Parkinson, in his Despatch, dated the 11th of Sép-
tember following, that I cannot but presume that there must have been some
misunderstanding on the part of Mr. Eden. a

I shall, however, as is my duty, transmit to His Majesty’s Secretary of
State an account of the circumstances of this transaction, such as they have
been represented to me, and I recommendto you to forward, without delay,
to the Foreign Office, whatever explanation you may have to give upou the
subject, transmitting a Copy here for my information.
The warning to Masters of British Vessels not to receive Slaves on board,

communicated to His Majesty’s Consulate at Pernambuco, ‘in the Circular
Despatch before-mentioned, has been publickly atlixed in the Vice-Consul’s
Office in this City, ever since the receipt of Mr. Canning’s Instruction,
desiring that it should be given. Mr. Eden states, that no such notice is
affixed in the Consular-Office at Pernambuco. —

I have, &c.

Mr. Vice-Consul Smith: (Signed)  H. CHAMBERLAIN.

- Third Enclosure in No. 49.

STATEMENT of SLAVES brought from Bahia to Rio de Janeiro, in the
British Schooner “ Emédia,” of Halifax, Peter Edwards, Master, with the
Names of their Owners, Passengers in the same Vessel.

18 Slaves belonging to Se Man! do Nacimento de Castro e Silva.
5 ~— do. do. —~ 5, Mant Gomez da Fonseca.
4 do. do. _,y_ Thomas Xavier Garcia d’Almeida.

27
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And in the British Brig “ General Brock,” of Liverpool, Henry Eden,

Master, from Pernambuco to Rio de Janeiro :—

4 Slaves belonging to 8% Antonio Maciel Monteiro.

 

 

9 do. “do. 5, Caetano Xavier Pereira.

& ~~ do. do. 3 Francisco Joze de Faria Barboza.

3 do. do. , Joze de Miranda. .

21

Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 2, 1826. (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.

No. 50.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Received Nov. 28.)

a (Extract.) _ Rio de Janeiro, September 9, 1826.

I HAVE lately received from Mr. Consul Hesketh, Copies of the Des-
tehes, and their Enclosures, which he addressed to you, Sir, on the 5th and

15th of July, respecting the arrival, at Maranham, of a Portuguese Slave-

vessel, the “ Nove de Margo,” said to be from Cabinda, but suspected to have

come from Cacheu, and the permission granted by the Local Authorities of
that Province for landing the Slaves she brought, and_their being cleared
through the Custom-House, upon payment of the usual Duties.
-. It is to-be remarked, that the Passport under which the “ Nove de Margo”

ventured to bring.a Cargo of Slaves to Maranham,as she says, from Cabinda,
_ hut no doubt really from Cacheu, does not authorise her to do any such thing.
It merely allows her to sail from St. Jago for Cabinda, and thence to Maran-
ham, and back to St. Jago, without saying a syllable on the subject of
Cargo, which makes the conduct of the Authorities at Maranham, in allow-

ing her Cargo of Slaves to be landed and sold, the more extraordinary, because
they must know.that she had no right to import Slaves, and that she was an
illicit Trader. —

> ~The 3d.and 4th Sections of the 1st Article of the Additional Convention of
London, apply precisely tothe Case of the ‘* Nove de Margo,” and now en-
tirely prohibit Portuguese Vessels from supplying Brazil with Slaves. But
the President of Maranham has probably chosen to consider the 4th Article
of that Instrument.as still sufficiently authorising Portuguese Ships and Sub-
jects.to import Slaves into Brazil ; and has evidently not thought it necessary
to.enquire, whether the “Nove de Margo” was suppliedwith the Documents
which the 5th Article declares to be essentially requisite for carrying on the
Trade.

_ I have,consequently,called the Minister’s attention to this Case, and re-
newed the urgent request lately made, for the issue of positive Orders to the
President of Maranham not to allow, under any pretext whatever, the impor-
tation of Slaves into that Port, unless in Vessels duly qualified. by the Brazi-
lian Authorities, and having in all respects conformed to the Stipulations of
the existing Treaty. (Signed) HENRY CHAMBERLAIN.
TheRightHon. George Canning,

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 50.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe.

M: uz Vicomre, Rio de Janeiro, September 9; 1826.
IT is my duty to make known to your Excellency, that, by Accounts re-

eeived here from Maranham, it appears that his Excellency the President. ot
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that Province has admitted to entry the Portuguese Schooner “ Move de Margo,”
belonging to the Villa da Praya, in the Island of St. Jago, having a Cargo of

86 Slaves on board,’ said to have been received at Cabinda: but, as there is

great reason to believe, actually taken in at Cacheu; which cargo was ad-

mitted to dispatch in the Custom-House, as if it had been legally imported,

and all the forms prescribed by the existing Treaty, had been observed. |

‘The Passport presented by the “ Nove de Marco,” authorizing her to pro-
ceed to Cabinda, and thence to Maranham, ‘and back to the Island of St. Jago,

(but which it is to be remarked does not say a word about carrying Slaves,)
is issued by Colonel Chapuzet, the Governor-General of the Portuguese Pro-
vince of Cabo Verde; and bears date at Villa da Prayaon the 24thNovember
1825. It wants all the essential formalities required by the existing Treaty
and Convention for the suppression of the illicit Slave-trade; and even, if it
possessed. them, it is not competent to the Governor of a Portuguese Colony
to authorize any Vessel under Portuguese Colours to carry on the Trade, or

supply Brazil, a Foreign Country, with Slaves. -
I have the honour to enclose a Copy of this Passport for your Exeellency’s

inspection, at the same time soliciting your Excellency to be pleased to order
an Enquiry to be made into the whole circumstances of the Case; to the
end, that, if these do not, as it scarcely seems possible they can, bear out the
Local Authorities at Maranham, in admitting the Vessel and her Carge to

. entry and dispatch, due notice may be taken thereofby His Imperial Majesty’s
Government.
And I beg leave, (in consquence of the late arrivals of Portuguese Slave-

vessels at that Port, and the occurrences connected therewith, that have hap-
pened there) to renew the urgent request lately made to your Excellency,for
issuing positive Orders to the President of Maranham, not to allow, under any
pretext whatever, the importation of Slaves into that Port; unless by Vessels,

_ shewing that they are duly qualified to engage in the Traffick, by Brazilian
Authorities, and a strict observation of the forms required by the Stipula-
tions of the existing Treaty. ‘

I beg to renew, &c.

(Signed) §$H. CHAMBERLAIN,

His Excetiency the Viscount de Inhambupe,

 

No. 51.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Received Nov, 28.)

Sm, . Rio de Janeiro, September 11, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to forward, herewith, two Returns. lately received
from Mr. ConsulPennell,atBahia, shewing the numberofSlaves imported into,
and exported from, that Port, from the 1st of January to the 30thof June,
of the present»Year. —

Since tlie date of these Returns, a Vessel, called the ** Maria de Gloria,”
arrived at Balia (on the 29th ot July,) from Lisbon, vid Molembo, bringing
532 Slaves. a

. I have the honour to be, &c.
The RightHon.George Cannings (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN,

Ce Ce C.
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First Enelosure in No. 51

Return of the Number of Slaves imported into Bahia Srom January 1,
to June 30, 1826.
 

 

  

      

Number of Slaves.

Date . wo
oF Name of Vessel. : Whence. 2 a z Nation.

‘Arrival. oo a 2 3
4 q 8
& a

1826. :
January -9San Benedite  - - - |Ambris - -| ‘€ te 577 |Brazil.

se 15Carlotta - “ - - |Molembo -}| 7 358| Do.
“e 2iDiana - - - - [Pernambuco -| “e 8. |France.

February 13jlt Rosalia - - -~|Molembo -| « “ 406 |Brazil.
“#¢ *“'16/Na Snra do Monte do Carmo |Angola - - ee ee 195 Do.
«  23'Bom Fim- —— - - - ‘Ambris - w]e “e 416| Do.

March 2/8. Joze Triunfo “ - |Pernambuco -j| “ “« 301 Do.
. ‘4 VHenriquett - - - |Molembo - fe se 44t Do.

se 15)Isa Estrella - - - Do. ~ =| as 204) Do.
April 23/8. Joao Voador - - Do. - -| do 124} Do.
May Santa Rita = - - - {Pernambuco -j] “ |. * 25 | Do.

sf .8'Bom Successo - “ - |Molembo ~ fe. “ 197| Do;
June 6/Tentadora - - - Do, - - se se 446 Do,

¥e 27\Carlotta - - - - Do, - - ‘6 “e 358| Do.
46 2¢\Nova Virgen - - - Do. - - se se 305 Do.

Total Number of Slaves. - ~| 4099   
(Signed) = W. PENNELL.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 51.

Return. of the. Number of Staves exported from Bahia, from
January | to June 30. 1826.
 

 

Number
When Sailed. Name of Vessel. Where Bound. of Nation.

Slaves.

1826. | :
May 16|Santa Efigenia - - = {Rio de Janeiro 260 {Brazil.    

(Signed) W. PENNELL.

 

No. 52.

Mr. Consul-Genera] Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Received Dec. 15.)

(Extract.) So Rio de Janeiro, September 24, 1828.
BESIDES the representation which I felt it to be indispensable to make

te the. Brazilian Government, upon the arrivalof the PortugueseSlave-vessel
“ Orfeo,” which forms the subject of the accompanying Despatch, I also
considered it advisable to communicate with the Portuguese Chargé d’Af-
faires, as to the information he might possess respecting her, and more ‘espé-
cially the nature of the Documents under which. she had engaged in the
Slave-trade with this Country.
With this view I addressed to M. Pereira, on the 12th instant, a Letter,

of which the enclosed is a Copy, stating my doubts that the “ Orfeo” could
be provided with the Documents required by the Stipulations of the Addi-
tional Convention of London, as necessary to authorize her to engage in the
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Slave-trade with Brazil, and expressing, in the fraikest manner, myexpec-
tation to receive bis co-operation in putting down, at once, so illicit a Trade.

His Answer, of which a Translation is annexed, informed me,: that not
only the Vessel was Portuguese built, owned, and navigated, and her voyage

on Portuguese account, but, what I confess very much. surprised: me, that
sbe had a Passport in due form, issued previous to the Ratification by His.
Most Faithful Majesty of the Treaty of Independence, at a time when-the

present Empire of Brazil was a Trans-Atlantick Possession of the Crown of
Portugal; and that, consequently, she was engaged in a leit Traffick.

It struck me as very extraordinary that the Portuguese Government should
grant, and any Portuguére Merchant risk his Ship and Property under, a
Passport authorizing a Vessel to trade with the Trans-Atlantick Dominions:
of Portugal, when it was well known that the Cruizers of the Government
of these Dominions then becomedefacto Independent, captured every Vessel
ander the Portuguese Flag which they metwith at Sea; and that the Govern-
ment itself seized and sequestered all those that ventured into Brazilian Har-
bours ; and the more I considered the matter, the less likely it seemed to me
to be a real boné-fide transaction. oo

I therefore addressed M. Pereira a second time, requesting him to have
the. kindness to furnish me, if he saw no objection, with mformation re-
specting the dates of the “ Orfeo’s” Documents, and of her departure from
Lisbon; and I took care to point out to him that the Portuguese dominion
over Brazil, so far as regarded Portugal, ceased, legally, from the date of the
Royal Diploma of His Most Faithfu! Majesty, which had been recognized
by both Ceuntries (in the Preamble to the Treaty of the 29th of August), as:
the epoch of the Separation and Independence of the two States. Where-
fore, in my opinion, Portugal had no right to supply Brazil with Slaves after
the date of that Diploma; from whence it would follow, as a matter of course,
that, ‘unless the “ Orfeo’s” Documents were dated before that period, her
voyage must be considered illegal. .

Unless, indeed, the above Interpfetation of the effect of that Diploma be
the right one, it is difficult to conceive why it ever appeared before the
Publick as the basis for negotiating the Treaty of Independence.

This view of the subject called forth the Rejoinder, of which I enclose a
Translation, whose contents did not, however, induce me to continue my
Correspondence. ,
M. Pereira states, that the Passport for the “ Orfeo” is dated the 14th of

November 1825, the Document from the Board of Trade being dated the
25th of that Month, and that both these had been renewed, as is declared
by the Secretary of State’s Oilice, although the reason for the renewal is not -
stated, nor even hinted at. vo
The Treaty of Separation and Independence, signed at Rio on the 29th of

August 1825, arrived in Lisbon on the gth of November, and no Inhabitant
of that City, certainly none of the Ministers, could well be ignorant that His

late Most Faithful Majesty had resolved, before the 14th, to accept and confirm
that Treaty. , , . . .
There is therefore this cogent reason, in addition to that drawn from the

date of the Certificate of the Chamber of Commerce, for concluding, that:
the Minister did not sign the Passport of the “ Orfeo” on the.14th of No-

vember. . . SO a
By the Stipulation of the Additional Convention, regulating the form of

the Passport, the very form of the Passport itself requires, that the Owners
shall have previously taken Oath that no Foreigners have any interest in the
Vessel or Cargo. os .
Now, in this Case, the Oath was taken on the 24th of November-(10 days

after the simulated date ot the Passport), and the Certificate is dated the next
day, the <5thof November, and is attached under the Official Seal of the
Marine to the Passport signed by the Minister. oe
A Certificate, granted by the Chamber of Commerce on the 25th, attached

to a Passport of the Minister of Marine, dated the 14th of the same Month,
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which Passport is declared to have been granted in consequence of that Certi-
ficate having been previously produced! and then, to justify the lateness of
the date, there is a Memorandum, in the hand-writing of the Clerk, that
the Papers had been renewed.
The date of the sailing of the “ Orfeo” from Lisbon is net known, but it

cannot have been earlier than the 26th ot November; and I have reason to
believe that she sailed in December, at which time Brazil was no longer a
Trans-Atlantick Possession of Portugal, (whatever may have been the precise
period at which it ceased to be so), and her voyage, therefore, from its very
eginning, a violation of the Additional Convention of London of 1817.

(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.
The Right Hon. George Canning,

&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 52.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Portuguese. Chargé &Affaires.

M. tz Commanpevur, Rio de Janeiro, September 12, 1826.

THERE arrivedin this Port yesterday Afternoon, a large Ship, under Portu-
guese Colours, bringing a Cargo of Slaves, and, by the Newspapers of this
Morning, it appears that she is called the “ Orfeo,” and comes from the Port
of Ambriz, where she loaded 719 Africans, of which 11 died during the
voyage. She is consigned to the Merchant Joao Alves da Silva Porto.

In stating these circumstances to you, M. le Commandeur, 1 frankly confess
that the object I have in view is to obtain your powerful co-operation towards
nipping in the bud, and at once, the illicit employment of Portuguese Vessels
in furnishing Brazil (now a Foreign State guoad Portugal} with Slaves; and
I found my application to you upon Article 1, Sec. 4, of the Additional Con-
vention of London, which expressly declares illicit any Traftick in Slaves, by
Portuguese Vessels bound for any Port not in the Dominions of His Most
Faithful Majesty.

In addition to this quite-sufficient reason for considering the Parties inter-
ested in this Slave-carrying of the “ Orfeo,” as illicit Traders, I take the
liberty to refer you to tbe 4th Article of the said Convention, making it impe-
rative for Vessels, authorised to carry on the Slave-trade, to be proviced with
the particular Passport, the model whereofisannexed to, and forms an inte-
gral part of, the said Convention. And J solicit you to be pleased to take
the trouble.to ascertain whether the ‘‘ Orfeo” is provided therewith ; which
appears to me hardly credible, considering the good faith with which the Go-
vernment of Portugal observes the StipulationsofTreaties.

Should it turn out that this doubt is well founded, I confidently trust to
your taking such measures as the case warrants; and as will teach these illicit
Adventurers in a Trade that is forbidden, what they may expect when they
dare to set at defiance the solemn Engagements of their Sovereign, which they
are bound to respect.

I have much pleasure, &c.
M. Carlos Mathias Pereira. (Signed) =H. CHAMBERLAIN,

 

Second Enclosure in No. 52. (Translation.)

The Portuguese Chargé d’Affaires to Mr. Consul- General Chamberlain.
Portuguese Legation, in Rio de Janeiro,

Mosr In.ustrious Sir, September, 14, 1826,
BY your Letter, dated the 12th instant, you were pleased to state :—.
First,—The Arrival of the Ship “ Orfeo” under the Portuguese Flag, with.

a Cargo of Slaves from Ambriz.
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Second,—Your desire that{ would co. operate in putting an end to the illicit

employment of Portuguese Vessels in furnishing Brazil (now a State indepen-
dent of Portugal) with Slaves; founding your request on Art. 1, Sect, 4, of

the Additional! Convention of London.
Thirdly,—Your desire to know if the “ Orfeo” came provided with the com-

petent Passport, according to the 4th Article of the said Convention ; which
you doubt; confiding in the good faith of the Portuguese Government; aud:

Fourthly,—If this Ship be not competently provided with such Passports,
your hope thatI will take such measures.as may teach these illieit Adventurers
in a Traffiek that is prohibited, what they are to expect when they dare to
act contrary to the Engagements of their Sovereign.

' Commencing my Answer upon your last Proposition, I have the honour to
state, that you may be certain J shall always take, at any epoch, and also
as far as in my power, all possible measures to cause entire obedience to, and
observance of, the Orders and Engagements ofmy August Master.
To your 3d request, you will permit me to assure you, that, on inspecting

the Passports (to-day, in this Legation,) of the said Ship “ Orfeo,” of which
Luis Antonio de Guimaraes is Master, it is proved that this Vessel is of
Portuguese construttion, Portuguese Owners, navigated by a Portuguese
Master and Crew ; with 2 Passport, according to Art. 4. of the said Conven-
tion of the 28th July 1817, passed by the Minister of Marine in Lisbon, to

- proceed to the Coast of Africa and load Slaves for Brazil, in conformity with
Article 2, Sec. 2. of the said Convention ; and for Portuguese account, ac-
cording to the tenour of Art. 4, of the Treaty: signed at Vienna on the 22d
January 1815; and before the Ratification by His Most Faithful Majesty of
the Treaty of Independence of the 29th August, 1825, a time at which the
present Empire of Brazil was a Transatlantick Possession belonging to the
Crown of Portugal: in consequence whereof, this Vessel has made a legal
Traftick in Slaves, and in the manner you mention in the Ist part ofyour Let-
ter. This legal Traffick renders inadmissible its 2dpartin this particularCase.
Having in every thing replied to your Letter, .

I have the honour, &e.

. (Signed) CARLOS MATHIAS PEREIRA.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. — oo

 

. . -Third Enclosure in No. 52..

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Portuguese Chargé ¢Affaires.

M. Le ComManDeEuvR, Rio de Janeiro, September 20, 1826,
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt ofthe Letteryou had the

goodness to address to me on the 14th instant, in auswer to mine of the 12th,
respecting the Portuguese Ship “ Orfeo,” which has arrived in this Port with
a Cargo of Slaves from Ambriz; and wherein you assure me, that this Vessel
is of Portuguese construction, is Portuguese owned, is navigatedby a Portu-
guese Master and Crew, and has a Passport conformable to the 4th Article
of the Additional Convention of Londonof the 28th July 1817, passed by the
Minister of Marine in Lisbon, authorising her to go to the Coast of Africa to
lade Slaves for Brazil, in conformity with the 2d Section of the 2d Article of
the said Convention ; and for Portuguese account, aecording to the tenour of.
the 4th Article of the Treaty of Vienna of the 22d January 1815 ; and before
the Ratification by His Most Faithful Majesty of the Treaty of Independence
of the 29th August 1825, a time when the now Empire of Brazil was a Trans-
atlantich Possession of the Crown of Portugal. oT

The Ship, Owners, Master, and Crew, Passport and Property, being thus
all unquestionably Portuguese, the period when herDocumeits are dated, and
the date of her departure from Lisbon, are. the important facts bywhich it
can be. ascertained whether her voyage is legal .or illegal; and if you see: no
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objection ‘to accede to my request in this respect, I should feel obliged by your
taking the troubie to afford me information on that point.
My object, M. le Commandeur, in soliciting this favour, is to make such use

of the particulars, should youthink fit to furnish them, as my duty may
require, and to report the facts of the Case, correctly, to my Government.

"The separation of Brazil from Portugal, and its acknowledgment as au In-
dependent Empire, aud the acknowledgment of His Imperial Majesty Don
Pedro as Emperor, after which Brazil ceased to be a Transatlantick Pos-
session of the Crown of Portugal, were all contained in the Royal Diploma of
His late Most Faithful Majesty Don John VI., dated the 13th May 1825,
and recognised in the Preamble of the Treaty of the 29th August of the same
Year, alter which date the Government of Portugal had no right to supply
Brazil with Slaves. And unless the Documents under which the ‘ Orfeo”
left the Tagus in the prosecution of this Slave-trading voyage were issued
previously to that Royal Diploma, it would seem to foilow that she bas been
improperly authorised to engage in the Traftick, contrary to that stipulation
of Treaty which declares, that the Portuguese Flag shall not be employed
to supply Foreign Territories with Slaves, and that her voyage, therefore, is
illegal. 1 have the honour, &c. OS
M. Carlos Mathias Pereira. (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.

Fourth Enclosure in No. 52. (Translation.)

The Portuguese Chargé ad’ Affaires to Mr. Consul- General Chamberlain.

Portuguese Legation,
Mosr Iiiustrious Sir, - Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 22, 1826.

THERE are three points which furm the Object of the Letter you ad-
dressed to me the day before yesterday.
First,—To mention, if I had no objection so to do, the date of the Docu-

ments of the Ship “ Orfeo,” and the date of her departure from Lisbon.
Secondly,—-The declaration cf your opinion that the Government of Por-

tugal had not the right to supply Brazil with Slaves after the 13th day of
May 1825, on which you say, by a Royal Diploma of His Most.Faithful
~Majesty The Lord Dou John the Sixth, whom God has in Glory, Brazil
~ceased to be a Trans-Atlantick Possession of Portugal; the separation of
Brazil from Portugal, her recognition as an Independent Empire, and the
recognition of His Imperial Majesty the Lord Don Pedro as Emperor,
having been by that Act acknowledged. a

Thirdly,—That, if the Documents with which the “ Orfeo” left the
Tagus were. not of an anterior date to that Reyal Diploma, it appears to
follow, that she was unduly authorised to engage in a Traffick contrary to
that Stipulation of the Treaty which declares “ thatthePortuguese Flag shall
not be employed in supplying Foreign Countries with Slaves,” and that, theré-
tore, her Voyage is illegal. .
“Yo the first Point, I have the honourto reply, that the Passports bear date the

14th November 1825, and, although the Document from the Board ot Trade
bears date the 25th of the said Month, the same Secretary of State declares,
that the motive was because that Document had been renewed. I am
ignorant however of the day of the departureofthe ‘* Orfeo.”

Tn regard to the second Point, in which it is asserted that the Government
of Portugal had no right to supply Brazil with Slaves after the 13th May.
1825, because you say there was on that date a Royal Diploma for the eman-
cipation of Brazil: knowing that the Treaty of Independence was only made
on the 29th of August, and ratified on the 15th of November of the said Year,
itis not without admiration that I see you, by this assertion, attempt to
establish a principle contrary to the opinion and judgment of the Writers on
the Law of Nations, which, in policy and diplomacy, serve as a rule; and
allow me to Lave a very different opinion from’ your's; because, according to
Vattel;Martens,Herold, of Real,and Meiern,I understand thatTreaties are only
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considered in force after their Ratification; having, at thesame time, to put
you in mind, besides what is expounded as a general rule, that in Portugal
they are only, according to Law, considered so, and are only binding when
competently published. There aré very recent motives to persuade me, that
in Great Britain the same would happen. The Recognition of the Indepen-
dence of Brazil was.only. known in Portugal from the Letter of Law ot the
15th of November 1825, in which The Lord Don Jobn the Sixth, ratifying
the Treaty of the 29th of August, made publick the Treaty and the said Re-
cognition in consequence ofthe ‘‘ Carta Patente” of the 13th of May. ‘he
said “ Carta Patente,” of the 13th of May, had not, therefore, up to that time,
beenpublished in Portugal; nor could the Government of Portugal have pub-
lished it, without knowing the use made of it by Sir Charles Stuart, aecording
to his Instructions; as its publication and execution depended upon the ad-
justments he might make with the Court of Rio de Janeiro, adjustments that
are manifested in the said Treaty, which depended upon the Ratification, as
all do, generally speaking, according to the Law of. Nations, and.as is seen.
in the Article 11, of the same. I have therefore.the honour to reply, that, as
regards the Government of Portugal, and the Portuguese, the whole affair of
separation and Recognition of the Independence of Brazil was entirely depen-
dent on the Ratification and publication of the same Treaty, and, therefore, the
Petition was legal, the concession of a Passport was legal, and the Cargo was

. made in good faith, and legally. .
Having replied to the 2d Point of your Letter, which embraces the 3d,

at only remains to me to profit, &c. ,

(Signed) CARLOS MATHIAS PEREIRA.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq.

 

No. 53. |

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Sceretary Canning.—

(Received Dec. 15.) -

(Extract. ) Rio de Janeiro, September 28, 1826.
I HAVE to report the arrival in this Port, on the 11th instant, of a large

Vessel, called the “ Orfeo,” under Portuguese Colours from Lisbon, with a
Cargo of 708 Slaves on board, shipped at Ambriz; 11 having died during the
voyage.
T wrote to M. de Inhambupe the next day, stating these facts, and the

reasons which led me to conclude that the “‘ Orfeo” must be an illicit Trader,
and requesting that the necessary: enquiries might be gone into, and mea-
sures taken to enforce the Law, if it should appear that she really was so.

I was aware that it did not belong to the Government of Brazil to punish
Portuguese illicit Slave-traders, wherefore I particularly applied for the ‘en-
forcement of the Law; meaning thereby the 2d Article ofthe Alvard of
the 26th January 1818, as I had read it in the Translation contained in Class
A. of the Papers presented to Parliament in 1821, at page 17, which Alvard,
as it struck me, ought to be considered as the stipulated complement of the
Additional Convention of London of 1817; and, therefore, an Act of Legis-
lation, of which Great Britain has the right to claim the execution. —
On the 14th the Minister acknowledged the receipt of. my Letter, and on the

25th replied to it, informing me, that the“ Orfeo” had sailed from Portugal,
_ to be employed in the Slave-trade, duly provided with a Passport from that

Government, dated the 14th November 1825, when the said Government had
not yet acknowledged the Independence of this Empire; and that,-under
any circumstances, thereis no Stipulation betweenGreat Britain and Brazil,
whereby the latter is bound not to receive Slaves imported in Portuguese
Ships. - es (Signed) — F. CHAMBERLAIN,
The Right Hon. George Canning, oS ae

&e. Se. &e
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First Enclosure in No. 53.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Infiambupe.

M. te VicomTE, . Rio de Janeiro, September 12, 1826.

A Portuguese Ship arrived in this Harbour yesterday, bringingaCargo

ofSlaves; and the Diarios of this day state, that she is called-the “ Qnfeo”

from Ambriz, with 708 Negroes on board, 11 haying died during the Pas-

sage, and that she is consigned to the Merchant Joao Alves da Silva Porto.
~] lose not a moment in bringing these circumstances before your Excel-

lency, in thehope that the necessary enquiries will be immediately made, and

measures taken to enforce the Law against the Parties concerned, if, as it is
apprehended must be the case, the “ Orfeo” has infringed the existing Treaty
and Convention for the repression of the Slave-trade.

By the establishment and recognition of the Independence of Brazil,

Portugal and Brazil are become, to all intents and purposes, guoad each

other, Foreign States, and Portugal is bound by existing Engagements with

Great Britain (see Additional Convention of London of 1817, Art. 1 Sec, 4.)
not to allow Portuguese Vessels tu carry Slaves to any Port, not in the Domi-

nions of His Most Faithful Majesty, which makes it most improbable that

the “ Orfeo” can be provided with a Passport from the Government of Por-
tugal to load Slaves for Rio de Janeiro.
That she can be provided with a Passport from His Imperial Brazilian

Majesty’s Government, to carry on the ‘Trade between the African Possessions
ot Portugal and Rio, is presumed to be still less likely; and we all know
that no Governor of any of the Portuguese African Colonies has the power to
grant any such Passport.

Wherefore it appears reasonable to conclude, that the “ Orfeo” has illegally
engaged in this Traffick.
And I take the hberty to request the favour of your Excellency to order

the result of the before-mentioned enquiries to be communicated to me, and
thatImay be permitted. to see the original Documents under which this
Vessel sails, and.to be furnished with Copies of them, for the information of
my Government.

I have much pleasure in renewing to your Excellency, &c.

. (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.

His Excellency the Viscount de Inhambupe.

Second Enclosure in No. 53. (Translation.)

| The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Rio de Janeiro, September 14, 1826.

THE Viscount de Inhambupe presents his compliments to Mr. Henry
Chamberlain, Chargé d’Affaires of His Britannick Majesty, and, acknowledg-
ing the receipt of the Letter that he addressed to himon the 12th of the
present Month, respecting the Portuguese Ship “ Orfeo,” arrived in this Port
with a Cargo of Slaves, has to acquaint him, that, under this day’s date he.
has transmitted Copy thereof to the Minister of Marine, in order to direct
thenecessary examinations, requested by Mr. Chargé d’Affaires, to be pro-
ceeded in. 7? .
The Viscount de Inbambupe, taking upon himself the charge of, in com-

petent time, replying atlength to Mr. Chargé d’Affaires, profits, &c. |
HI. Chamberlain, Esq.. a
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Third Enelosure in No. 53. (Translation.)

The Viseewnt de InhambupetcMr. Consai-General Chamber dain.

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, September 25, 1826.

IN addition to the Note that I addressed, on the 14th instant, to Mr:Henry
Chamberlain, Chargé d’Affaires of HisBritannick Majesty; I have to com-
municate, in reply to his Note, relative to the Portuguese Ship. “ Orfeo;”
that the Minister and Secretary of State of Marine has. informed me, that,
from the Examinations ordered to be made, it appears, evidently, that the
said Ship sailed from Portugal to be employed in the Slave-trade, furnished
with the competent Passport issued by that Government, under date of the
14th of November of last Year, when the Independence of this Empire was
not yet acknowledged by the said Government. But, granting the case that
such Recognition had already existed, it was not the Brazilian, but 1ather the
Portuguese Government, to whom it belonged to reply for any infraction of
the Treaty and Convention for the suppression of the said Traffick, and the
more so, that there is not at present any Stipulation between England and
Brazil by which this binds itself not to receive Slaves imported in Portuguese
Vessels. On this occasion I renew, &c. on, .

(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE.
| Henry Chamberlain, Esq.

 

No. 54.

_. Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Received Dec. 15.)

(Extract.) , Rio de Janeiro, September 29, 1826.
WITH reference. to my Despatch of this Series, dated the 9th instant;

respecting the importation into Maranham ofa Cargo of Slaves by the “Nove
de Marco,” aVessel under Portuguese Colours, said to be from Cabinda, but
suspected to be from Cacheu; I have now the honour to forward, for the in-
formation of His Majesty’s Government, the Answers returned by the Mi-
nister for Foreign Affairs, to my Representation of the 9th instant on that
subject, a Copy of which was transmitted in that Despatch.

It is painful to observe the tone now taken up by this Government re-
specting the Slave-trade.

. 7 (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.
The Right Hon. George Canning,

§c. &e. —-&e.

. FirstEnclosure in No. 54. (Translation.)

_ The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Rio de Janeiro, September 12, 1826.
THE Viscount de Inhambupe presents his compliments to Mr. Henry

Chamberlain, Chargé d’Affaires of His Britannick Majesty, and acknowledging
the receipt of the Letter that he addressed to him on the gth of the present
Month, and which.treats of the Portuguese Schooner ‘‘ Nove de Margo,”
hastens to acqtiainthim, that he has just transmitted hissaidLetter to the
MarineDepartment, in order to direct, through that Office, the Examinations
which Mr. Chargé d’Affaires requests may ‘be made, and the result of which
will becommunicated to him. .. : oo Ss

The Viscount de Inhambupe renews, &c.

_ Henry Chamberlain, Esq, ae
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Second Enclosure in No. 54. Translation.)

The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Siz, Rio de Janeiro, September 26, 1826.

HAVING written to the Chargé d’Affaires of His Most Faithful Majesty,

respecting the Portuguese Ketch “ Move de Margo,” which you said, in your

Letter of the 9th of the present Month,had sailed from the Cape de Verds

with a Passport for Cabinda, but that it was suspected she had brought Slaves

from Cache to Maranham, the said Chargé d’Affaires has just informed me,

that ali he knows on this subject, is, that the said Ketch sailed. from Santiago

for the said Port of Cabinda; and, as this affair is an identical one with the

other of the Ship “ Orfeo,” respecting which you have also represented, there

remains nothing to me but to refer you to the Answer I gave under yester-
day’s date in that respect.

On this occasion I renew, &c. &c.

(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq

 

No. 55.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(fecewed Dec. 15.)

(Extract) Rio de Janeiro, October 7, 1826.

SINCE writing my Despatch of this Series, dated the 28th ultimo, it oc-
curred to me that you might be desirous to possess precise information re-
specting the interpretation given by this Government to the second Section
of the Alvard of the 26th January 1818 ; upon which point M. de Inhambupe
had not, when I wrote, pronounced an opinion.

I therefore again addressed Lim on the 3d instant; in the first place coin-
. ¢iding with his position, that Portugal is responsible to Great Britain for

any infringement, by Vessels under the Portuguese Flag, of the Treaty and
Convention for the suppression of the Slave-trade, and then putting forward
my own view of the meaning of the 2d Section of the Alvar of the 26th
January 1818. as the only one it can reasonably bear under the change that
has taken place in Brazil.

His Excellency’s Answer reached me Yesterday, and is couched in the
following words ; ‘ Sec. 2 of the Alvard of the 26th January 1818, cited by
you, does not prohibit Cargoes of Slaves from coming in Vessels the property
of Portuguese.” :

The question, therefore, is decided, so far as this Government is concerned,
and Vessels under the Portuguese Flag will be allowed to introduce as many
Cargoes of Slaves as they please into Brazil.

(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.
The Right Hon. George Canning, ; .

Se. Se. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 55.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe..

M. Le Vicomte, Rio de Janeiro, October 3, 1826,
_. HAVE the hononr to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s -
additional Note af the 23th ultimo, in reply to myLetter of the loth, ve.
specting the importation of a Cargo ef Slaves from AmbrBhip Or,Foo g rom Ambrniz by the Portuguese
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I quite agree with your Excellency, that it is the Government of Portugal
which is responsible to Great Britain for having granted a Passport to this

Vessel, authorising her to carry such a Cargo from a Portuguese African
Colony to the Empire of Brazil, contrary to the Stipulation of Treaty ; and

‘a reference to my above-mentioned Letter will shew, that my application to

your Excellency in respect to her, inferred no infraction of existing Treaty

between Great Britain and Brazil, but pointed at the enforcement of the
Law of Brazil against the “ Orfeo,” in the event of her turning out to be an
illicit Trader.
The arrival yesterday of another Portuguese Slave-vessel, the “ Conde dos

Arcos,” with a Cargo of Negroes from Ambriz, and the certain intelligence
which I have received from Bahia and Maranham, of the arrival of Portu-
guese Slave-vessels at those Ports, with cargoes from the Portuguese Colonies
in Africa, leave no doubt that the Portuguese Flag is now employed to a con-
siderable extent in supplying a Foreign State with Negroes, in defiance of
solemn Engagements with Great Britain ; and your Excellency’s Note of the
25th ultimo, signifies, that there is no Stipulation existing between Great
Britain and Brazil, binding the latter not to receive Slaves imported in Por-
tuguese Vessels.

In this state of the case, I feel it to be necessary to ascertain the. interpre-
tation given by the Brazilian Government to the 2d Article of the Alvara of

' the 26th of January 1818; which Alvard, as your Excellency is aware, was
published for the purpose of giving tull and complete effect to the Additional
Convention of London of 1817, and in fulfilment of a Stipulation to that end.
By the separation of Brazil from Portugal, and its having become an Inde-

pendent Empire, it would seem to be a natural consequence that the Flag of
Brazil alone should, under that Article, be allowed to cover the importation
of Slaves into Brazil, since it can hardly be contended that none but Ships
under the Portuguese Flag can import them. .

This is, however, a point of too mych interest, and of too great magnitude,
to remain undecided, and I trust that your Excellency will have the goodness
to favour me with the opinion before requested, at as early a moment as may
be practicable, for the purpose of being transmitted for the information of His
Britannick Majesty’s Government.

I beg to renew to your Excellency, &c.
(Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.

Ehs Excellency the Viscount de Inhambupe.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 55.-

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to the Viscount de Inhambupe.

Rio de Janeiro, October 3, 1826.

MR. CHAMBERLAIN presents his compliments to the Viscount de

Inhambupe, Councillor, Minister, &c. &c. and begs to acquaint his Excel-

lency that the Portuguese Vessel “ Conde dos Arcos,” respecting which he

addressed his Excellency officially on the gath of Junelast, arrived in this

Harbour on the Night of the Ist instant, bringing a Cargo of 419 Slaves from

Ambriz.
Mr. Chamberlain does not doubt that the promised enquiries respecting

the legality of this Vessel’s voyage will be gone into, and hopes that his Ex-

cellency will favour him with the result
He begs to renew to his Excellency, &c.

His Excellency the Viscount de Inhambupe.
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Third Enclosure in No. 55. (Translation.)

The Viscount de Inhambupe to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Sir, - Rio de Janeiro, October 6, 1826.

J ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt: of the Letter and Note, which you

addressed to me, under date of the 3d of the present Month, relative to the

Portuguese. Ship “ Conde dos Arcos,” which arrived: in this Port with a Cargo

of Slaves, coming from the Port of Ambriz.
Having already in my Note of the 25th of last Month, communicated to

you, when I replied to your Representation on a similar shipment in the Por-

tuguese Ship “ Orfeo,” that it was not the Brazilian, but rather the Portuguese

Government, to whom it belonged to answer for any infraction of the ‘Treaty
and Convention for the suppression of the Traffick in Slaves; I have nothing
more to add in this respect, but that the 2d Sec. of the Alvard of the 26th
January 1818, cited by you, does not probibit Cargoes of Slaves from coming
in Ships, Portuguese Property.

- Ona this occasion I renew to you, &c.
(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq.

 

No. 56.

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Mr. Secretary Canning. —
(Received Dec. 15.)

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, October 14, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to report the arrival in this Port, on the 10th instant,
of the Portuguese Schooner “ Boa Viagem,” with a Cargo of 279 Slaves,

-.from Angola, 20 having died during‘the voyage.
I have not thought it expedient, or useful, considering how little has been

gained’ by my Represetitations respecting the ‘¢ Orfeo” and “Conde dos
Arcos,” Slave-vessels, to take any notice of the arrival of the “ Boa Viagem.”
The Vessel and Cargo have been admitted to entry.

I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. CHAMBERLAIN.

&c. &e. &e.

 

No. 57.

Mr. Secretary Canning to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Sir, Foreign- Office, December 30, 1826.

YOUR several Despatches of tliis Series, of the Slave-trade, to the 14th of
October, inclusive, have been duly received. .
. Ihavewitnessed, with much satisfaction, the unwearied vigilance and at-
tivity with which you have executed your Instructionsupon that subject.

 

I am, &c.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

No. 58.

Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Seeretary Canning.--(Received Feb. 6, 1826.)

. (Extract.) Bahia, November 16, 1825.
I SHALL continue to transmit to you all the particulars that I can collect,
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connected with the Cases of the Brig “ Henriquetta,” and of the Smack

“ Caridade ;” they have accidently become the subject of my Representation

to the President of this Province ; their Owners are knewn to be theprincipal

Slave-merchants in this City, and I believe the facts which would be elicited

by a strict scrutiny into these Cases, and their ramifications, would disclose

avery correct view of the present slate of the Trade in this Country, a view

which may suggest such measures as are best calculated to remedy those evils

which admit of cure, and to palliate such as are incurable.
The American Schooner “ Lafayette’ arrived here on the 21st October,

from Onim, or Lagos, (in Lat. 6.23. N.) in ballast, for which Place she

had been chartered by the Owner of the Brig “ Henriguetta.” She reported.

that the “ Henriquetta” was at Onim, expecting to receive her Cargo of

Slaves. Itis probable that the ‘ Lafayette” was chartered by the Owner of

the “ Henriquetta,” and the English Brig “ George and James,” by the

Owner of the “ Caridade,” for the same objects, namely, to be subservient to

their illicit operations in the Slave-trade. —
The Master of the “ Lafayette” stated, that he left at Onim 3 Spanish

and 6 Brazilian Vessels waiting for Slaves.
On the 3d instant, the ‘* Henriquetta” arrived here, and reported from Mo-

Jembo in 18 days, with 504 slaves. It is reported that she had her Cargo, or

part of her Cargo, of Slaves on board, when His Majesty’s Ship “Maidstone”

- appearedoff Onim, and she had just time to land them, and thereby to escape

capture. On the departure of the “ Maidstone,” the Slaves were again’ em-

barked, and she proceeded to Sea. Soon afterwards, the “ Maidstone” ap-

peared in sight, and gave chase, a calm or light winds enabled the “ Henri-

quetta” to avail herself of her sweeps, and to escape: she is armed, and had

prepared her guns for resistance. It is reported, that several deaths have

taken place among the Slaves, but with regard to circumstances and number,
there has been equivocation and concealment.

Icannot vouch for the accuracy of these facts, yet I am persuaded there

will not be found any error thatwill essentially affect the trath of this Repre-

sentation.

I have not been able to ascertain all the dates; perhaps the Commander of

His Majesty’s Ship ‘* Maidstone” may be able to furnish such Evidence on

this point as, combined with the facts here stated, will prove that the Slaves

could sot have been shipped at Molembo, or at any Port South of the Line.

I am informed that the “ Henriquetta” was insured at Rio de Janeiro, on

her late voyage, at a premium which included the risk of capture by British

Cruizers ; the Owner has lately bought the Schooner ‘“ Lafayette ;” and the

Owner of the Smack ‘ Caridade” expects a Vessel from Philadelphia, that is to

be a nonpareil, for the Slave-trade (illicit understood), and that will be

well armed. It is supposed that a fortunate voyage on this Trade, (such as

those recently made by the ‘« Henriquetta” and ‘¢ Caridade”), leavesa profit to

the Speculator of upwards of £30 per head. .

The illicit Slave-trade is very differently viewed in this Country from
what it is in England; of which I cannot state a greater or more

authentick proof, than in the Case of the Portuguese Vessel the “Volcano

do Sul: this Vessel was captured with a Cargo of Slaves on board, in

the Year 1819, by His Majesty’s Ship **Pheasant,” and was ordered to

Sierra Leone; the Crew, however, rose on the English Officer and Seamen,

murdered them, and made for this Port: here the Slaves were all smug-

gled on Shore, and the Vessel then scuttled to escape detection; the

case was pretty generally known, bat no onegaveany information with a
view to bring the Delinquents to justice. At length it was communicated to
me, under a promise of secrecy as to the name of my Informant; [ immedi-

ately made an Official Representation to the then Governor, who ordered an

investigation, the facts were proved, the property of the Owner was seques-

trated, and Sentence of Death pronounced against the Portuguese Crew; but,

I believe, no Execution has followed. ae

The most moderate estimate made of theillicit Importation of Slaves in this
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Provinee, makes it average more than 3 of the whole Importation ; indeed,

‘the general belict is, that = of the total Importation is from the prohibited

District ; this sufficiently shews how ineffectual the British Naval Force has

hitherto been, as regards the illicit Trade with this Province.

It is the general opinion amongst the best informed here on the subject,

that when a Vessel, bound to this Port with Slaves, is captured and con-

demned, another is generally equipped for the same voyage, in order to

supply the still existing demand, in which case the very success of our

Cruizers increases the illicit Exportation of Slaves from the North of Africa.

It, however, sometimes happens, (and the ‘more successful our Cruizers are,

the more frequently it is hkely to happen) that the dread of our Cruizers in-

duces the Slave-merchant to send his’ Vessel to Mocambique, or its vicinity,

where the Trade is legal and the Slaves cheap; but on this voyage, it is estimated,

that the mortality is five times greater than on the voyage to the North, and

the misery to the unhappy survivors zncalculably greater.
The crimes committed, to escape after capture, are exemplified in the Case

of the “ Volcano do Sul.” Those which are committed, to escape being cap-
tured with Slaves on board, are known to be more frequent, and, if possible,
ofa deeper die.
The Case of the “ Volcano do Sul,” also shows the facility of smuggling on

this Coast, and, that the Official Returns of the Importation of Slaves should
be regarded as under- rated.

(Signed) WM. PENNELL.
The Right Hon. George Canning,

&e. &e. &e.
 

No. 59.

Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning. — (Received May 23.)

Sir, Bahia, February 22, 1826.

I HAVE procured a List of the principal Ports North of the Line, from
whence Slaves are shipped for this Place: they are as follows ; Cabo Lau, Rio
Sueire, Cabo Polonia, Mina, Cabo Corso, Alara, Aquita, Popo, Ajuda, Bada-
gra, Porto Novo, and Oniin or Lagos.

I believe it to be correct, although it has the following Preamble, “ The
Ports on the Coast of Mina (Guinea), where the Trade is carried on in Gold,
Ivory, Cloth, and Oil.”

In consequence of this Preamble, and because this Commerce is frequently

adduced to cloak the illicit Slave-trade, I caused enquiry to be made as to its
extent, and I am credibly informed, that the valueofall the Articles imported
through the Custom-House into this Province, from all Africa, did not
exceed £6,000 for the Year 1825. I have the honour to be, &e.

The Right Hon. George Canning, _ (Signed) WM. PENNELEL.
&e. &c. &c. ,

 

a No. 60.

Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 29.)

“Sir, Bahia, February 3, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to.enclose Copy of my Letter, of the 28th January, to
the French Consul, on learning that the French Ship “ Diane,” Captain
Edon, had brought to thisPort from Pernambuco 8 Slaves for sale, and also of
his Reply, dated the 31st instant, explaining the circumstances of the case,
and the steps which he lias taken. I have the honour to be, &c. ,

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM. PENNELL.
&e.. ge ke oo.
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First Enclosure in No. 60.

Mr. Consul Pennell to the French Consul at Bahia.

Sir, Bahia, January 28, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to call your attention to the circumstance of the

French Ship “ Diana,” Captain Edon, from Pernambuco, having brought to

this Port 8 Slaves, which, I am informed, are intended for sale.

I an persuaded it is sufficient to bring the fact to your knowledge to induce

you to take such steps herein as are dictated by the Laws of France, and the

well known sentiments of His Most Christian Majesty, on the subject of the

Slave-trade. I have the honour to be, &c.

Mons. Guinebaud. (Signed) WM. PENNELL.

 

Second Enclosure inNo. 60.

The French Consul at Bahia to Mr. Consul Pennell.

Monsieur, Bahia, 31 Janvier 1826.

JE réponds & Ja Lettre que vous m’avez fait Phonneur de m’écrire le 28 de

ce Mois, pour m’annoncer que Je Navire Frangais “ La Diane,” Capitaine

Victor Edon, a transporté de Pernambouc en ce Port 8 Négres, Esclaves destinés

ay étre vendus.
Ayant, vous et moi, examiné le Réle d'Equipage de “La Diane,” nous

avons en effet reconnu qu'il conste, ainsi que l’accuse Monsieur Boilleau, Chan-

celier gérant le Vice Consulat de France a Pernambouc, que le nommé

Antonio Jozé Ribeiro, s'est embarqué & Pernambouc pour Bahia, accom-

pagné de § Esclaves, dont un domestique, et les 7 autres allant sous Carta de

Guia, ou Passavant de la Douane, pour étre vendus aBahia.

A la réception de votre Lettre je m’empressai de faire appeler devant moi le

Capitaine Edon, pour lui communiquer la plainte et recevoir de lui les éclair-

cissements nécessaires. Il résulte de ses déclarations ce qui suit:

Le Capitaine Edon adonné passage de Pernambouc 4 Bahia, au nommé

Antonio Jozé Ribeiro, accompagné comme il est dit ci-dessus.

Cet Individu, dit le Capitaine Edon, était porteur d’un Passeport délivré par

VAutorité de Pernambouc, tant pour lui que pour ses 8 Esclaves. [I n’a pas.

examiné ce Passeport écrit en Portugais qu'il ne comprend pas, et ne s'est

point informé si les Nagres étaient neufs ou non. ;

Il a d’autant moins pensé devoir le faire qu'il sait ou croit savoir que les

Lois Brésiliennes d4fendent a tout Navire Etranger le cabotage des produits

du sol ou du Commerce Brésilien, et spécialement des Négres qui n’ayant pas

acquitté les droits d’entrée, peuvent encore étre réputésMarchandise de traite.

Que l’Autorité de Pernambouc ayant délivré le Passeport, le Capitaine n’a

pas poussé plus loin son investigation et s'est cru enrégle. .

Que l’on ne peut lui attribuer aucun motif de cupidité ou désir de contre-

yenir aux Lois de France rélatives au Commerce des Noirs, puis qu'il résulte

de son livre de bord que le montant du passage du Maitre et des 8 Esclaves,: ©

nest que de Rs50,000. (F312. 50c.) savoir _Rs30,000. pour le Maitre, et

Rs20,000, (F125.) pour les 8 Esclaves. oo

Les assertions du Capitaine me paraissant exprimées ave¢ une certaine ingé-

nuité qui écarte, au moins & mes ‘yeux, toufe idée de fraude ou de faute volon-

taire, je ne crois pas pouvoir avec justice lui. appliquer les sévéres dis-

positions résultant des diverses Instructions depuis longtems, et récemment

encore, émanées du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Trés Chrétienne, ‘sur tout

ee qui a rapport 4 laTraité des Noirs. - oo.

“ La Diane” répartant incessamment pour Pernambouc ct le Havre, jc crois
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devoir prendre le parti de m’en référer 4 Monsieur Boilleau, en le pré-
venant de ce qui s’est passé, bien sur que cet Agent prendra toutes les me-

sures convenables pour parvenir 4 Ja connaissance de la vériié, et & donner les

éclaircissements nécessatres sur plusieurs choses que je ne suis point apportée

d’expliquer.
Je me propose aussi d’en rendre directement compte 4 mon Gouvernement.

Jene puis d’aillears Monsieur, que vous remercier de l’avis que vous avez

bien voulu me donner dans cette occasion, et vous assurer de l’intérét avec

lequel j’accueillerai toutes les indications quevous voudrez bien me faire par-

yenir surcette matiére, que les Instructions pressantes et réitérées du Minis-
tére Francais rendent l’objet constant de ma sollicitude.

J’ai Vhonneur, &c.

M. Pennell. (Signé) GUINEBAUD.

(Translation,)

Sir, Bahia, January 31, 1826.

I REPLY to the Letter which you did me the honour to write to me on the
2sth of this Month, informing me, that the French Ship the “Dana,” Captain
Victor Edon, brought from Pernambuco, 8 Negro Slaves, intended for sale at
this Place.
When you and I examined the Roll of the Crew of the “ Diana,” we saw,

in fact, that it was evident, as is acknowledged by Monsieur Boilleau, Acting
Chancellor in the Vice Consulate of France at Pernambuco,that the said An-
tonio Joze ‘Ribeiro embarked at Pernambuco for Bahia, accompanied by 8
Slaves, one of whom, a domestick, and the 7 others went, under a Carta de
Guia, or Passport of the Custom House, to be sold at Bahia.
On the receipt of your Letter,I lost no time in causing Captain Edon to

appear before me, to communicate the complaint to him, and to receive from
him the necessary explanations. The following is the result of his declarations:

Captain Edou gave a passage from Pernambuco to Bahia to the said An-
tonio Jose Ribeiro, accompanied as above stated.
That Individual, according to the Captain, was the bearer of a Passport,

delivered by the Authorities of Pernambuco, for himself as well as his 8 Slaves.
He did not examine that Passport, as it was written in Portuguese, which he
does not understand, nor did he enquire whether the Negroes were new
ones‘or not.
He thought himself the less bound to do so, as he knows, or believes that

he knows, the Brazilian Laws prohibit every Foreign Ship from making
a Coasting-trade with the produce of the Brazilian Soil or Commerce; and
especially Negroes, who, not having paid the Import Duties, may still be
considered as Merchandize of the Slave-trade.

- The Authorities of Pernambuco having delivered the Passport, the Captain.
investigated the affair no further, and conceived himself to be acting correctly.
No motiveofcupidity, or desire of intringing the Laws of France relative

to the Slave-trade, can be attributed to him, inasmuch as it is proved by his
Ship’s Book that the amount of the passage of the Master and the 8 slaves is
only Rs50,000. (F312. 50 cts.) viz.: Rs30,000. for the Master, and Rs20,000,
(F125.) for the 8 Slaves.
The assertions of the Captain appear to me expressed with a certain inge-

nuousness which dissipates, at least to my eyes, all idea of fraud or voluntary
fault. I do not in justice think that [ can apply to him the severe measures
which result from the different Instructions long since communicated by, and
recently received from, the Government of His Most Christian Majesty, above
all in what has reference to the Slave-trade. .
The “ Diana” being about to retura immediately to Pernambuco and

Havre, I think I may refer the business to Monsieur Boilleau, informing him
of what has occurred, well convinced that that Agent will take the necessary
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steps to obtain a knowledge of the truth, and to give the necessary explana-
tions upon many points which I am not competent to explain.

I intend also immediately to inform my Government of the affair.
I cannot but thank you, Sir, for the advice which you have thought proper

to give me on this occasion, and assure you of the interest with which I shall
welcome all the information which you may be pleased to transmit to. me on
this matter, which the pressing and reiterated Instructions from the French
Ministry render a constant object of my solicitude. - .

I have the honour to be, &e.
W. Pennell, Esq. a ~ (Signed) GUINEBAUD.

 

No. 61. |

Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 29.)

Sir, Bahia, February 17,1826.

TN a conversation with the French Consul of this Province, on the subject
of a French Schooner, called the “ Bienfaisant,” chartered to carry a cargo of
Tobacco to Ajuda, I stated to him the view which was taken of such a voyage
by the Laws of England, and that an English Vessel now here (the Brig

. %Fyeeland;’ Captain Thompson,) had just refused an advantageous Charter for:
that Port, in consequence of your Despatch on the subject. He expressed a
wish to obtain all the informationon the subject which I could afford, ex-
pressing his desire to concur all in his power for the suppression of the Slave-
trade, and that he would write to his Government on this particular Case, if
it did not already come within his Instructions.

In consequence, I sent him a Copy of your Despatch of the 24th of July
last. I have the honour to enclose a Copy of my Letter to him, and of his
Reply on the subject. IT have the honour to be, &e.
The Right Hon. George Canning, * (Signed) WM. PENNELL.

&e. &e. &e.

FirstEnclosure inNo. 61.

Mr. Gonsul Pennell to the French Consul at Bahia.

“Sir, . Bahia, February 9, 1826.
WITH reference to our conversation, respecting the French Schooner

“ Bienfaisant,” bound to Ajuda, on the Coast of Africa, North ofthe Line,

with a cargo of Tobacco, I have the honour to enclose a Copy of Mr. Secretary

Canning’s Despatch.of the 24th of July last, by which you will perceive that

a similar yoyage (under the same circumstances) in an English Vessel, is for-

bidden by the English Law; and although several English Merchants and

Masters of Ships had before contended for its legality, on the same reasoning

which you have adduced, yet they have since uniformly (and one within these

few days) refused advantageous freights of this description, im deference to

the Law, as expounded in Mr, Canning’s Despatch. _ .

It is with great pleasure that I comply with your desireto befurnished with

a Copy of this Document, for the object you intimate, being persuaded that a

union of sentiment, and a cordial co-operation in measures, by the French

and English Nations, as regards the Slave-trade, will have a very powerful

and salutary effect towards its final abolition.
I have the honour to be, &c.

M. Guinebaud. oo : (Signed) WM. PENNELL.

P.S.—I also enclose Copies of my Despatches of the stand 15th April last,

to which Mr. Secretary Canning refers. ee
(Signed) W. P.
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Second Enclesure in No. 61.

The French Consul at Bahia to Mr. Consul Pennell.

Monsieur, Bahia, 15 Février, 1826.

J’AI lu avec toute Pattention qu’ils méritent les Documens contenus et dé-
taillés dans la Lettre que vous m’avez fait ’honneur de m’écrire le 9 de ce Mois,
par suite de la conversation que nous avons eue au sujet de la Goélette Frangaise
le“ Bienfaisant,” Capne. Luzet, arrivé récemment d’Ajuda, Céte d’Afrique,
au Nord de la Ligne, et se préparant 4 y retourner avec un chargement de ta-
bac. Quelque soit ma confiance dans le mérite des décisions de M. |’Avocat-
Général du Roi, dont il est fait mention dans la Dépéche du trés honorable
Secrétaire d’Etat, je ne puis m’empécher de remarquer que M. l’Avocat-
Général lui-méme laisse le point de droit indécés, en se référant 4 la néces-
sité dune nouvelle Mesure Législative.
Ne vous semble-t-il pas aussi, Monsieur, qu’il existe une différence assez

remarquable entre votre position et la mienne al’égard de nos Capitaines respec-
tifs, resultant de la différence des circonstances du “ Bienfaisant” et de celles
des Navires Anglais qui, d’aprés vos avis et sur la représentation de l’un des
Documens précités, ont renoncé a se fréter pour la Céte d’Afrique?
Les Navires Anglais dont il est fait mention, arrivant probablement d’An-

gleterre ou de lune des Possessions Britanniques, se trouvaient tout a fait
étrangers, au moins dans cette occasion, au commerce légal ordinaire de la
Céte d'Afrique. Poureux un tel voyage cut été accidentel; Pun d’eux a méme
déclaré qu’au transport en Afrique de son chargement se joignait dans la

Charte-partie proposée la circonstance aggravante du transport de Noirs Libres
dun lieu 4 un autre de la Cote.
Le “ Bienfaisant,” au contraire, est parti de France en Décembre 1824,

chargé et duement pourvu d’Expéditions légales et Passeport pour la Céte
@Afrique. On sait qu'il se tait tous les Ans, tant en Angleterre qu’en France,
un certain nombre d’Expéditions de ce genre, dont le but avoué et véritable
est de débiter des Marchandises sur la Cote et de traiter des produits d’Afri-
que, tels que la gomme, ivoire, l’or, l’écaille, des bois précieux, de Phuile de
Palmier, du café des [les du Prince et de San Thomé, &c.
Le “ Bienfaisant”a parcouru la Céte et utilisé son navire suivant qu’il a été

convenable a ses intéréts et conforme aux Lois de France. J] a vendu sa car-
gaisoh, et son produit se trouve représenté par une partie de café que le Capi-
taine a 4 son bord avec des Piastres et autres valeurs.

Cette circonstance écarte tout soupcon de commerce et d’introduction
d'Esclaves. D’ailleurs ce Batiment a été visité 4 plusieurs reprises par des Bati-
mens de Sa Majesté Britannique, ainsi qu’il conste des Visas apposés sur son
congé et sur son Acte de Francisation, Le Capitaine déclare méme avoir éte
visité le jour de son départ pour Bahia. .
Le Capne. Luzet a pris des arrangemens avec un Marchand d’Ajudd pour

wenir chercher 4 Bahia et lui rapporter un chargement de tabac dont le fret.
sera payé 4 Ajudd méme.

Arrivé dans ce Port, il m’a fait saDéclaration et justifié de Pemploi de son
tems sur la Céte. J’ai fait visiter son Navire, je me suis convaincu qu'il n’est
point préparé pour le Commerce des Noirs, et qu'il avoit A bord en café et
autres valeursla représentation de son chargement de France et des profits
que iui ont valu ses diverses escales sur la Céte. Je n’ai point le droit de
pousser mes investigations plus loin. Il n’existe daris mes Instructions ni dans
les Lois de France a ma connaissance, aucune clause qui me donne le pouvoir
@arréter et rompre le cours de voyage d’un Navire parti de France avee des
Expéditions en régle, et contre lequel il ne s’éléve aucun juste soupcon de.
fraude ou violation desLois. Le Capitaine aurait lé droit dé protester chez moi
contre. moi-méme de pertes et dommages pour cette extension arbitraire de
Tesprit des Lois contre le Commerce des Esclaves. -
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Je ne puis dailleurs que vous répéter ce que j’ai eu I’honneur de vous dire
verbalement, au sujet de la cargaison de tabac que doit prendre le “Bienfaisant.”
Le tabac, leau-de-vie, et autres marchandises que l’on charge ici pour. la

Cote d'Afrique, sont 4 mes yeux des marchandises imzocentes ainsi que celles
que l'on y envoie d’Angleterre, d’Allemagne, et de France. C'est Pemploi qui
cesse de l’étre, lorsqu’on les applique a l’achat d’Esclaves. Elles preuvent en
effet avoir ce criminel résultat, parceque J’on peut abuser de tout, mais elles
peuvent aussi ne servir qu’a faire le Commerce légal ct permis de tous les axtres
produits de Afrique.

Stil est possible que des Spéculateurs d'Europe ne soient pas encore assez
pénétrés de Phorreur que doit inspirer Podieux trafic des Noirs, et frappés de
crainte a l’aspect des peines sévéres portées contreux, les Vaisseaux de Guerre
Anglais et .Frangais: sont suffisamment autorisés 4 exercer une surveillance
rigoureuse sur des Expéditions suspectes, mais cette surveillance ne peut con-
duire 4 entraver ou arréter des Batimens faisant un Commerce légal.
Sil pouvait venir 4ma connaissance que le“ Bienfaisant” se tut livré d’une

maniére quelconque au Commerce des Noirs, le Capitaine me trouverait armé
de toute la sévérité que m’imposent mes Instructions et les Ordres récens reeus
a ce sujet.

Mais dansla circonstance actuelle, je ne puis me refuser & lui laisser con-
tinuer son voyage et 4 signer ses Expéditions.
Permettez-moi du reste, Monsieur, de vous répéter, que vous me trouverez

toujours cordialement disposé 4 joindre mes efforts aux vétres, pour parvenir &
faire strictement-exécuter les Lois de nos Nations respectives sur le Commerce

 

des Noirs. J'ai Phonneur d’étre, &c.
Monsieur W. Pennell. (Signed) GUINEBAUD.

(Translation.)

‘Str Bahia, February 15, 18426.
I HAVE read, with all the attention which they deserve, the Documents

enclosed and detailed in the Letter, which you did me the honour to write to
me on the 9th of this Month,. subsequent to the conversation which we had
on the subject of the French Schooner “ Le Bienfaisant,” Capt. Luzet,
lately arrived from Ajuda, Coast of Africa, to the North of the Line, and
which is preparing to return thither with a Cargo of Tobacco. Whatever
may be my confidence in the merit of the Decisions of the Advocate-General
of the King, of which mention is made: in the Despatch of the Right Hon-
ourable Secretary ofState, I cannot refrain from remarking, that the Advocate-
General himself leaves the point of Law undecided, by alluding. to the neces-
sity of a new LegislativeMeasure,
Does it not, also, appear to you, Sir, that there is a remarkable difference

between your position and mine, as to ourrespective Captains, resulting from
the differénce of the circumstances of the ‘“‘ Bienfaisaut” and those of the
English Ships, which, according to your information, and the representation
of one of the aforesaid Documents, have abandoned their preparations for the
Coast ot Atrica ?
The English Ships mentioned, probably arriving from England, or from

one of the British Possessions, were perfectly strange, at least on this occa’
sion, to the legal ordinary Commerce of the Coast ofAfrica, For them such
a Voyage had been accidental. One of them has even declared, that, ta the
proposed Charter-party, with the transport of her Cargo to Africa, was
coupled tne aggravating circumstance of the transport of Free Negroes
trom one part of the Coast to the other.
The “ Bienfaisant,” on the contrary, departed from France ir December

1824, laden, and duly furnished with legal Instructions and Passport, for the
Coast of Africa. It is known that. every Year, as well in England as in
France, a certain number of Expeditions of this kind are prepared, the
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avowed. and real object of which is to sell; Merchandize on thé Coast, and to
treat for the produce of Africa, such as gum, ivory, gold, shell, precious woods,
palm-oil, and coffee from Princes Islands and St. Thomas, &c.

The_“ Bienfaisant” ran along the Coast, and made herself useful according
_ to her interests, and conformably to the Laws of France. She sold her Cargo,
and in place of that produce, substituted a parcel of ccffee, which the Captain
has on beard, piasters, and other valuables.-

This circumstance dissipates every suspicion of the commerce in, or the
introduction of, Slaves. Besides, that Vesscl was frequently visited by His
Britannick Majesty's Ships, as is proved by the Visas, placed upon her Pass-port, and her Act of Francisation. The Captain even declares that he was vi-
sited on the day of his departure for Babia.

Capt. Luzet formed arrangements, with a Merchant of Ajuda, to procure,at Bahia, and carry back to him, a cargo of tobacco, the freight of which will
be paid at Ajuda.
On his arrival at this Port he made his Declaration to me, and justified theemployment of his time on the Coast. I caused his Ship to be visited, andconvinced myself that she was not prepared for the Slave-trade, but had onboard, in coffee and other valuables, the substitute of her Cargo from France,and the results of her profits acquired in her different voyages along the

Coast.
I have no right to push my investigations further, Neither in my Instruc-tions, nor in the Laws of France, to my knowledge, does any clause existwhich gives me the power to delay or stop the course of a Ship's Voyage,which left France with Instructions in due form, and against which no justsuspicion of fraud or violation of the Laws is manifest. The Captain wouldhave a right to protest, in my own house, against myself, for expences anddamages, in consequence of such an arbitrary extension of the spirit of the

Laws against the Slave-trade.
I cannot refrain from now repeating to you, what I had the honour of say-ing to you, verbally, on the subject of the cargoof tobacco which the “ Bien-faisant” is to take.

._ The tobacco, brandy, and other merchandize, which are laden here fromthe Coast. of Africa, are,’ in my judgment, innocent merchandize, as well asthose goods which are sent out from England, Germany, and France. .The“employment of them ceases to be so, when they are applied for the purchaseof Slaves. -In effect, they may have that criminal result, inasmuch as everything may be abused ; but they also may be intended solely for the legal and‘permitted Commerce of all other produce of Africa. ”
- fit be possible that the Speculators of Europe are not as yet impressedwith the horror necessarily resulting trom that odious Traifick, and terrified at‘the aspect of the severe Penalties enacted against it, the English and FrenchShips-of-War are sufficiently authorised to enforce a rigorous inspection as to-suspected ‘Licences, but that inspection cannot empower them to delay or stopVessels carrying on a legal Commerce.
If it should come to my knowledge that the “ Bienfaisant” lent herself, in_ ny way, to the Slave-trade, the Captain would find me armed with all theseverity which is imposed upon me by my Ins.ructions, and the recent Ordersreceived on that subject.
But, under the present.circumstances, I cannot refuse to allow him to con-continue his Voyage, or to sign his Licence.
Permit me, Sir, now to repeat to you, that you will always find me cor-dially disposed to join my efforts to yours, to enforce the strict execution ofthe Laws of our respective Nations on.the Slave-trade,

~ I have the honour to be, &e.
Signed GUINEAtr. W. Pennell, (Signed) INEBAUD.
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No. 62.

Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 29.)

Sir, Bahia, February 21, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to transmit Copy of my Correspondence with the
President of this Province, under date of the 15th, 17th, and 20th instant, on
the subject of the admeasurement of Slave-vessels, and particularly as regards
the Schooner “1, Rosalia.” —

It is not my intention to renew this subject with the Authorities here, unless
in obedience to Instructions, or that circumstances shall. arise to promise
greater utility to my interference. :

I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM. PENNELL.

&e. &e. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 62.

Mr. Consul Pennell to the President of the Province of Bahia.

Sir, Bahia,February 15, 1826.

I RECEIVED the Letter which your Excellency did me the honour to
address to me, dated the 4th November last, intimating your intention to
reply at an early period to my Letters of the 10th and 16th of September,
and 6th of October.

It is in the mean time my duty to represent to your Excellency, that the
grievances which I had the honour to bring under your observation, in my
aforesaid Letters of ‘the 16th September and 6th October, as regards the
Slave-trade, remain unabated.
A List of 12 Brazilian Vessels has been exhibited to me, as having sailed.

from this Port for Africa, since the 6th October last, without having been
measured, as-directed by His Imperial Majesty’s Portaria of 12th August 1824,
The Schooner “14 Rosalia,” arrived the 13th instant, from Molembo, with

406 Slaves, furnishes a Case (as I am credibly informed) more aggravated
than that of che Smack “ Caridade,” adverted to in my-Letter of the 6th
October, inasmuch as she brings 150 Slaves more than her admeasurement

warrants, even on the supposition that the admeasurement is correct, and that
no deaths have taken place since the commencement of her voyage.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) WM. PENNELL.
fis Excellency the Viscount de Queluz. -

Second Enclosure in No. 62. (Translation.)

The President of the Province of Bahia to Mr, Consul Pennell.

Str, Bahia, February 17, 1826,

I HAVE received your Letter of the.15th instant, stating that you had
not yet received a satisfactory Answer to your Letters of thé 10th and 16th
of September, and of the 6th October of last Year. mo ,
Having heard the competent Departments of this City on the subject of

your Representation, I am persuaded that the Admeasurement of Vessels in
this Province is different trom that of England, and it.therefore becomes my
duty to carry this affair to the Imperial Presence, whichI shall do, and in due
time communicate to you the Resolution of His Majesty The Emperor.
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As to the Schooner “Rosalia,” lately arrived from Molembo with A06
Slaves, I have to inform you, that the Passport which she carried authorized
her to bring 495 Slaves, according to the Admeasurement made at the Taten-
dencia da Marinha, and therefore she might have brought 89 Slaves more
than the 406 which are mentioned in your Letter. ,

Godpreserveyou.
William Pennell, Esq. (Signed) VISCONDE DE QUELUZ

Third Enclosure in No. 62.

Mr. Consul Pennell to the President of the Province of Bahia.

Ste, Bahia, February 20, 1826.
I BEG leave to express my thanks to your Excellency for the informationcontained in your Letter of the 17th instant. I observe that the Schooner
1 Rosalia” is authorized to carry 495 Slaves. My representation wasfounded on the Register kept at the Arsenal da Marinha, by which it appears,
that, both on her outward and homeward voyage, she is rated at 99 tons,
which would authorize her to carry only 246 Slaves. Can it be that she is
rated at 198 tons for the purpose of carrying Slaves, and only at 99 for otherpurposes ? I have the honour to be, &c.
Eis Excellency the Viscount de Queluz. (Signed) WM. PENNELL.

 

No. 63.

Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 1 9-)

(Extract.) Bahig, February 27, 1826.
WITH reference to my Despatch of the 21st instant, I have the honour toenclose a Copy of a Letter from the President of this Province, of the 25thinstant, which contained a Certificate from the Intendente da Marinha, statingthat the Schooner “1 Rosalia” was measured on the 16th September 1824,in conformity with the Alvard of 26th January 1818, and was found to be 1944tons, and capable of carrying 486 Slaves.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM. PENNELL.Se 8 &. =&e. ,

 

First Enclosure in No. 63. (Translation.)

The President of the Province of Bahia to Mr. Consul Pennell.

Str, Bahia, February 25, 1826.
HAVING received your Letter of the 20th instant, I directed the Chiefof the Department, the Intendente da Marinha, to report on the Admea-surement of the Schooner “ 1* Rosatia.” By this Report, which I transmitto-you, with a Certificate of the Measurement made bv the Ship-builders oftheArsenal, it appears, with certainty, that the said Vessel has not brought2 greater number of Slaves than her Measurement permits.Tam persuaded that I have perfect!y. satisfied the Representation made inyour Letter. God preserve you.

Wilkam Pennell, Esq. oo (Signed). VISCONDE DE QUELUZ.
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No. 64.

Mr. Consul Pennell ta Mr, Secretary Canning.—(Recewed June 19.)

(Extract.) ‘Bahia, April 17, 1826.

DURING The Emperor's recent visit to this City, the Brig ‘‘ Henriguetta”
(whose Admeasuremenit forms the subject of my Despatch of the 17th of Oc-

tober of last Year) arrived from the Coast of Guinea, N. She. is reported

fram Molembo, with 441 Slaves; but is authorised to bring 600.
On enquiry into the cause, E learnt that the Slaves had risen on “he passage,

and that many were killed. I understand the Captain acknowicdges 18: other

reports make the number greater; but I do not learn that any legal investi-

gation will take place.
Fhe Owner of the “ Henriquetta” has lately purchased the English Brig

“ Fanny,” of 192 tons, built at Halifax. It is supposed she will also be em-

ployed in the illegal ‘Trathick.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM. PENNELL.
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 65.

Afr. Secretary Canning to Mr. Consul Pennell.

SIR, Foreign Office, June 22, 1826.

I HAVE received your Despatch of the 17th of February, of theSlave-trade

Series, of this Year, and I commend the zeal which prompted, and the quiet

and considerate tone which marked, your Communication with the Consul of

France, at Bahia, upon the chartering of French Vessels to Places in Africa,

North of the Line.
L send to you, for your Information upon this subject, the Copy of a Des-

patch which I have received from: His Majesty's Commissioners at Sierra

Leone, dated the 21st of March last,* shewing how just was the view which

was taken, as to the object of the Parties who employed the Vessel “ George

and James,” noticed in your Letter of November 5, 1825.
Iam, &ec. |

William Pennell, Esq, (Signed) - GEORGE CANNING.

* See Class A. No. 38.

 

No. 66.

Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Oct. 28.)

(Extract.) Bahia, August 8, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to enclose the Diario Newspaper of the 2d instant,

containing a Despatch from the Visconde de Inhambupe, Minister for Foreign

Affairs, to the President of this Province, dated Rio deJ aneiro, 14th July last,

by which it appears that His Imperial Majesty bas revoked the Order which

was communicated to the President on the 4th of January last, prohibiting

Vessels from touching at different Ports; this Prohibition it appears was ob-

tained on a Representation from His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de

Janciro, alleging that the permission to touch at the Islands of St. Thomas

and Princes, gave great facility to the illicit Traffick in Slaves.

Lenclose a Translation of the above-mentioned Despatch from the Mini-

‘ster of Foreign Affaires.
_ (Signed) WM. PENNELL.

The Right Hon. George Canning, — ;

&e. &e. &e.

 P. §. The ‘same Diario contains other Documents on the same subject,—

Translations of which I also transmit encloscd. (Signed) W.P.



gs Brazit.

First Enclosure in No. 66.

The Viscount de Inhambupe to the- President of the Provinceaf Bahia.

hito de Janeiro, July 14, 1826.
Mosr Inzusrrious AND Exce.uent Sir,

HIS Majesty The Emperor, seeing the repeated Representations of the
Chargé d’Affaires of His Britannick Majesty againstcertain Merchants, who
he said,.in order to deceive the constituted Authorities, availed themselves of
fraudulent pretences of touching at different Ports to carry on the illicit Com-
merce in Slaves, resolved that such touchings at different Ports, should be
prohibited, which was communicated to your Excellency by a Despatch from
this Office of the 4th of January of the presentYear: well founded Representa-
tions from various Brazilian Merchants having, however, since come before the
Imperial Presence, and the same August Lord, being persuaded that there
could not arise any inconveniencies from the above-mentioned touching at
different Ports, because a remedy is provided in the Treaty of Vienna of 22d
of January 1815, and in the Additional Convention to the same Treaty of 28th
ofJuly 1817, and that the Prohibition was, in some degree, indecorous to the
National dignity, His Imperial Majesty has thought ft benignantly to grant
their Prayer, re-establishing what was before practised in this respect. This
I communicate to your Excellency for your information and execution.

God preserve your Excellency.
(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE.

ALE, the Viscount de Queluz.

[

Second Enclosure in No. 66. (Translation.)

The Viscount de Paranagua to the Viscount de Queluz.

Department of the Affairs of the Marine,
Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 19, 1826.

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency, for your information and government,
the enclosed Copies, as well of the Notice sent to this Department, by the
~Minister and Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, as of the Official Letter
-which the same Person addressed to the Chargé d’Affaires of His Britannick
Majesty, whereby your Excellency will see re-established, by an Imperial
Edict, the practice formerly observed concerning the Sea-ports frequented by
Brazilian Ships in the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes, ,

God preserve your Excellency,
HI. E.theViscount deQueluz. (Signed) VISCONDE DE PARANAGUA.

Third Enclosure in No. 66. — (Translation.)

The Viscount de Inhambupe to the Viscount ae Paranagua.

_ Mosr In.usrrious anp Excenent Sir, Patace, July 14, 1826,
I SEND enclosed to your Excellency the Copy of the Reply which I

made to the Otficial Letter ot. His BritannickMajesty’s Chargé d’Affaires,
dated the 20th June, relative to the affair of the Schooner «“ <ftrsenia,” and
yourExcellencywill see thereby the definitive resolution which His Imperial
Majesty The Emperor has thought fit to adopt, wich. regard to the Sea-ports
frequented by Brazilian Ships -iu the Islands of St. Thomas andPrinces,
thus establistiing the practice formeriy observed.

God preserve your Excellency,
(Signed) VISCONDE DE INHAMBUPE

Ad. E. the Viscount de Paranugua. De Lo.



Brazt. 99

No. 67.

Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Oct. 28.)

Sir, Bahia, August 26, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the
‘gad June last, relating to the Slave-trade.

I teel very sensibly the value of any commendation from you, and I am
highly gratified’by the notice you have been pleased to take of my communi-
cation with the Consul of France, on the subject of French ‘Vessels trading to
Atrica North of the Line, and of my Despatch of the. 5th November 1825, as
regards the view which was then taken of the object of the Parties who
employed the Vessel “« George and James.”

I have the honourto’be, &c.

The ae Hon. George. Canning, (Signed) WM. PENNELL.
C. &e. &e. oe

 

No. 68.

Myr. Consul Pennell to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Dec. 13.)

(Extract.) Bahia, September 20, 1826.

THE Vessel alluded to in my Despatch of the 16th November last, as
expected from Philadelphia, arrived here on the 29th March last, under
American Colours, having first touched on the Coast of Africa; she sailed again
for Molembo, under Brazilian Colours, on the 3d June last; she is called the
“ Prince of Guinea,” of 261 tons, was built at Philadelphia.
Another Vessel, called the “Blackbird,’ of 216 tons, arrived from Philadel-

phia the Ist May, under American Colours, is now under Brazilian, and is
preparing for a voyage to the Coast ot Africa.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM. PENNELL.
&c. &e. &e.

P.S.—For the purpose of-accuracy, I submitted this Despatch to the
perusal of the American Consul in this City, who confirms what I have stated
with regard to the Vessels named the “ Prince of Guinea” and the *‘ Blackbird,”
(now the Imperatriz), as far as his knowledge and belief extends; he adds,
that James D. Pratt, Merchant of Philadelphia, is the Contractor: the Vessel
“ Prince of Guinea ” has been out so long, that she is supposed to have been
captured by our Cruizers, (Signed) W. P.

 

No. 69.

Mr. Consul Penneil to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Dec. 13.)

Sir, Bahia, Sept. 21, 1826.

WITH reference to my Despatch of 8th August, I have the honour to
inform you, that the Vessels which have lately cleared out for Africa from

. hence have availed themselvesof the Imperial Permission to take Licences to
touch at the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, '. (Signed) WM. PENNELL.

&e. &e. &e.
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Mr. Consul Pennell to Mr, Secretary Canning.—(Received Dec. 22.)

Sir, Bahia, Oct. 24, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to enclose a List of the Vessels which have been
measured for Slaves, from the Ist January to the 30th September of the pre-
sent Year, amounting to 21 Vessels, 3,553 tons, and authorized to carry
8,870 Slaves.

I also inclosed a List of the Slave-vessels which have sailed from hence
from 1st January to 30th September, of tiris Year, amountingto 25 Vessels
independent of the former List.
With few exceptions these Vessels are employed on the illicit Trade; the

number is considerably increased this Year, to which the expectation of 2
total Abolition of the Trade by Treaty with Emglaad has probably con-
tributed.

I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM. PENNELL.
&e. &e. Se.

 

First Enclosure in No. 70,

List of Brazilian Vessels measuredfor Slaves in the Year 1826.

 

 

  

   
 

 

   

Date ae Pe Date
of Description. Name. Owner. Tons. | & & 4 of

Measurement. as 2 Sailing.
6

January 12 (Schooner - [Tentadora - [Luis Anto de Passo | 2074| 518 [March ),
ad 19; De. - jNova Virgem - /Vicente de Paula - | 103£] 258| | « 9.

February 15 | Do, ~- |Mariama: - J. A.da. Rios - | 1002 | 251 | « 25,
s fe “ (Brig - |Delfina - - iA. J. 1. Valle - | 1454| 362 June 3.

April 28| Do. - [PrincipedeGuind/Pedrozo - ~ |Wee| FOL] « 3.
June 9 |Schooner - |Heroina ~ - |M. C. dos Santos = | 2242 | 560 |Tuly 12.

“e Brig - |Liberio - - jd, A. da C, Rios - |2293| 574] « 5.
July 14 [Schooner - |Kclipse - - JA. de P. da Cunha - | 1202| 301 |September 5.‘e «| Do, - [Victoria - - J.C. Lima - -| 1072| 269 [August 5.

re 19] Do. - /fonnila - - (J. A. C. da Silva - | 304 76 [July 24,
August 8 {Smack - |S.Joao Vincedor |J. J. de Sampaio - i673 | 418 lSeptember 19.“ ** (Brig ~ {Victoria - - jVicente de Paula - | 1912 | 478 jAugust 5.

ee ** iSehooner - }Cacador - - |J. V. Moreira - | $92 477
re 12; Do.  ~ [Independencia- |J.C. Lima - -| 201 502 |August 97.
“é 22} Do. . - [Venus - - |Pedrozo ~ -| 133 332
“ ** (Smack - |Desengano—- |F. J. da Se Borges - 156 | 391
fe 26 |Schooner ~ [Sta Ephigenia ~ |[. 1. de Oliveira - 1714| 428 [September 9.September J2 [Brig - |Imperatriz —- |Pedrozo - -| 275 627 iOctober 1.
“e **- (Schooner - |Zepherina  “ - [Franco § Paraizo - 1624| 406 ‘September 27,
“e 26 |8mack - |Sto Amaro - /I. P. €: da Cunha. - W714| 428
“e 30 [Brig - Comerciante ~ iI. 1, Teixeira - -| 181g] 453

21° Vussens, Total - ~ (3,553 |8,870aoconanice
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‘Second Enclosure in No. 70.

List of SlaveVessels sailed from Bahia in the Year 1626.

 

 

   
 

Sailed. Name of Vessel. __ -Master. Where Bound.

January  ' |Mavia da Gloria - - - iJ. D. da Sa Porto ~ -|Molembo.
“ 8 |Providencia Angelica’ - - [Joao Mora de Lima - - | Ambris.
te 28 jAritoria - > - - - [Joze Maria Alves - -| Coast of Africa.

February 4 |Bringnedo de Meninos - - |Pelis.da Sa Lisbod =~ ~ | Molembo.
“« 124 Dois Anigos - - ~ |Joze Joaquim Ladislao - - Do.
«e 19 |Carlotta = - - - ~ Joxo Francoda Costa’ ~ - Do.
“e 26 [Conceicao Telegrafo  - - JJuaqnim Gongalvés = Do,

March 1 |JSao. Benedito -- = ~ {Joao Sabino - - -. Do.
“ 20 ila Rosalia - - - - |Joze Machado - - - Do

April 12 \Emilia - ~ ~ - {Estevao Nonato Ferra ~ - |Ambris.
May 15 |Boa hora ° = - = = |Joao Dias de Carvalho - - | Coast of Afriea;

“ 20 [Bahia - - - - {FrancoGomez de Almds -4|. Do.
ad 29 |S. Joao Espadarte -  - |Mastinro Je Baptiste -  - | Molembe.

June 9 |Ne Snra do Monte do Carme - |Mel Joaqm de Noronha - | Ambris.
‘6 17 |S. Joao Voador - - - [Mel dos Stosda Cesta - - | Molembo.
ce. 24 |Henriquetta - - + |Joao Cardozo dos Santos.) -4 Da.

July 4 |Conceicao da Maria + - |Joao Pinte de Soiza = -~ |. Do.
« 6 iGraciozas- ” - - |MelSimoens da Se - -| Coast of Africa.

ee 19 |Bom Successo + - - |Mathias Bapta de Caroo - | Molembo.
“e ‘84 \Novo Brilhante - - ~ [Caetano Alberto da Franga -| Coast of Africa.
se 31 |Caridade - - - «= -}Joze Roez Ferreira — - ‘= | Molembo.

August 14 jCarlotta . - - - - |Joze Franco da Costa - -|. Be.
September § [Maria da Gloria - - - |Joao Diogo - - -. Da

‘e 22 |Esperanga - - - - [Vicente Ferra do Vale -- - Do.
“¢ 24 {Bom Fim ~- - - + JJoao Jose da Foner - - | Andbris,

25 VesseLs.

. No. 71.

Mr. Secretary Canning to Mr. Consul Pennell.

‘Sir, . Foreign Office, December 30, 1826._
"YOUR Despatches of this Series, up to the 24th of October, have beea

‘duly received.
You will continue to watch over any transactions having apparently for their

‘object illicit Slave-trade, in whatever shape, or under whatever pretext, they
may present themselves. .
You will make representations to the Local Authorities on all ‘these trans-

‘actions of the nature referred to, which may come under your notice, and you
will earnestly, but temperately, request the interference of those Authorities to
prevent infractions of the Compacts in force between the two Countries upon
this subject.
You will furnish His Majesty’s Envoy at Rio de Janeiro with the details of

these proceedings, requesting him to take such measures as may seem to him
expedient with the Brazilian Government; and you will send to me Copies
of the Correspondence which shall pass on those occasions. ,

 

Tam, &c. . -
William Pennell, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING,

No. 72.

Mr. Consul Hesheth to Mr. Secretary Canning —(Received May 15.)

‘Srr, . Consul’sOffice, Maranham, March 8, 1826.

1 HAVE the honour ‘o ‘enclose Copies of two Despatches ‘addressed: to
His Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, viz. one on the 25th, and
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the other on the 28th ultimo, respecting the Schooner “ Carolina,” which
Vessel arrived at this Port last January, with 133 Slaves, from Cacheo,
The above mentioned Despatches, and their Enclosures, set forth most ut

the particulars of the “ Carolina’s” Voyage; and detail the steps which, up to
the 28th ultimo, I took, in order that the Treaty for the Abolition of the Siave-
trade to the Northward of the Line, should not be evaded.
From these Enclosures it will be seen that his Excellency the President of

this Province, evinced something like reluctance to enforce the Law so pal-
pably applicable to this Case, adopting instead, the measure of inerely re-
quiring a Bond before the Slaves should be sold. I have the honour to en-
close-a Translation of the Order issued by his Excellency on this point; but
no Person was found willing to give the Bond, and the President was petitioned
to abandon even this precaution.

Since the 28th ultimo I had prepared a-very strong remonstrance to his
Excellency, founded on the Evidence im the Documents of the “ Carolina;”
but J daily refrained from sending it, anxious not to do more in the matter
than was consistent with a due discharge of my duty, and a respectful line of
conduct towards the Chief Authority; and being also hopeful that his Excel-
lency might ultimately become alive to the responsibility accruing to him,
from the clemency displayed towards the Persons guilty of this glaring infrac-
tion of the Treaty.

I have now the satisfaction to state, that, without any further representa-
tion from me, his Excellency appears to have felt the seriousness of the
Case in question ; that I have ascertained satisfactorily that the Case of the
“‘Carolina” wasdelivered over to the competent Judicial Tribunal; and that
the Law having been thus allowed to take its course, both that Vessel and the
Slaves were seized on the 6th instant.

Legal proceedings are now instituted, in contormity to the Alvara of the
26th January 1818, this Alvari upholding the Stipulations of the Treaty.

I shall be mindful to transmit afull Report of the pending Legal Proceed-
ings, and of their result.

In the mean time I regret to state, that nearly half of the Slaves are said
to be in very bad health, and that some deaths have occurred ; but on all these
particulars 1 shall obtain exact information, transmitting it by the first op-
portunity. I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

&e. &e. &e. :

First Enclosure in No. 72.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Sir, | Maranham, February 25, 1826.

I HAVE to make kuown, that, on the 25th of January last, a small
Schooner, under Brazilian Colours, called the “ Carolina,” VictorNobre de
Brito, Master, arrived at this Port from Cacheo, with 133 Slaves on board, 2
having died during the passage.

_ The Master reported that he was bound from Cacheo to one of the Cape de
Verd Islands, but having been chased by a Cruizer, which he fancied was a
Privateer, he made for this Port. .
The information I have collected is. that this Schooner sailed from Parad

some time ago, bound to Gibraltar, but whether she arrived at the Port of
herdestination, and afterwards went to Lisbon, as reported to me privately,
I cannot ascertain satisfactorily; however, she ultimately arrived at Cacheo,
and thence departed with the 135 Slaves for the IslandofSt. Jago, without a
regular Passport.

Ihave also ascertained that the Slaves belong to the Heirs of the late Joad
Pereira Barreto, of Cacheo; that they were reported to be domestick Slaves,
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and that their Consignee in this Port, Antonio Francisco de Azevedo, de-
clared that they were for sale.
On the arrival of the “ Carolina,” she was put under quarantine, owing to

the small-pox amongst the Slaves, who were afterwards landed and put into a
Lazaretto.

Nothing further was done towards the sale of the Negroes, but, on the
30th of January, the Schooner was regularly entered at the Custom-House,

upon which I addressed a Note, on the same day, to his Excellency the Presi-
dent, an Answer to which was returned on the following day ; Copies of both
which I have the honour to enclose. ,
An Investigation or “ Devasa” was then ordered by the President, upon the

‘‘ Carolina’s” voyage; but its only result at present known to me is, an Order
his Excellency sent to the Custom-House on the 18th instant, directing that
the Slaves should be admitted to entry, on Bond being first given to their
value, and that of the Schooner; but no Person has come forward to give
the Bond up to this date.

Having been assured by the Consignee, that the Slaves imported by the
“ Carolina” were destined for sale, I conceived it my duty again to address
his Excellency on the i8fh instant, stating that I must report the Case, and
asking for Copies of the “ Carolina’s” Passports, or any Documents which
could justify those proceedings.

I enclose a Copy of that Application, to which no Answer has been yet re-
turned.

I expect that these Documents will be ultimately sent to me, and I shall
transmit them by this conveyance if I receive them in time; but I fear that
they may be designedly kept back till the departure of the present opportu-
nity, because I perceive a very general disposition to evade the Law which is
applicable to this very glaring infraction of the Treaty.
On the receipt of the Documents, I expect to be again called upon to make

another representation to the President, founded on clear proof of the ille-
gality of the “ Carolina’s” voyage; and I shall do so with the view of in-
ducing his Excellency, not to abandon the demand for the Bond, because,
though proceedings founded on the Alvara of the 26th of January 1818,
are not likely to be commenced, still the required Bond is at least an acknow-
ledgement of irregularity in that Vessel’s voyage, and will, I trust, act as an
impediment to the sale of the Negroes, until the result of your Representa-
tions on this Case at the Court of Rio de Janeiro may be felt here.

I have the honour to be, &c.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

First Enclosure (A.) in No. 72.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Provinee of Maranham. —

Maranham, January 30, 1826.

HIS Excetlency the Most Illustrious Senhor Pedro José da Costa Barros,|
President and Military Governor of the Province of Maranham, &c. is made
acquainted by the Undersigned, His’ Britannick Majesty’s Consul at. this
Port, that a Schooner, called the ‘ Carolina,” Victor Nobre de Brito, Master,
has lately arrived from Cacheo with a Cargo of Slaves, under the most suspi-
cious circumstances as to the legality of the voyage, and that, notwithstanding,

the Vessel in question was this Morning admitted to entry at the Custom-
House.

On these facts reaching his Excellency, the Undersigned feels confident—
that the requisite steps will be ordained by his Excellency, in conformity with
the existing Treaty for the Abolition of the illicit Traffick. in Slaves.. -

(Signed) . ROBERT HESKETH.
His Excetlency Pedro José da Costa Barros. a.
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First Enclosure (B.) in No. 72. (Translation.)

‘Lhe President of the Province.ofMaranham to Mr. ConsulHesketh.

Str, Maranham, January 31, 1826.
I HAVE received your Despatch, dated yesterday, to which I answer, that

I respect as much the Treaty for the Abolition of the illicit Slave-trade, as
you desire to fulfil it; and that, as I am a faithful Administrator of the Laws
of my Sovereign, I shall cause them to be administered to their fullest extent.
You, Sir, may rest’assured, that I shall do you all justice, in the event of the
Schooner “ Carolina,” lately arrived at this Port, being’ found implicated in
the said Treaty. God preserve you.

(Signed) PEDRO JOSE DA COSTA BARROS.
Robert Hesketh, Esq.

 

First Enclosure (C.) in No. 72.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham.

Sir, — Maranham, February 18, 1826.
HAVING been informed that your Excellency has allowed to be passed

through the Custom-House (preparatory to their sale) the Slaves brought by
the Schooner “ Carolina” from Cacheo, on Bond to their value, and that of
the Schooner, being first giveh; it becomes my duty to report this Case to
His Britannick Majesty’s Government.

For thatpurpose I have to solicit that your Excellency may he pleased to
order, thatI be furnished with Copies of the Passportor Passports of the
Schooner “Carolina,” as well as of any Licence, or “ Avizo,” or any other
Document with which that Vessel may have been provided with the object of
Jegalising this importation ofSlaves.

Ihave the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.> is Excellency Pedro José da Costa Barros.

 

“Second Enclosure in No. 72.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul- General Chamberlain.

Sir, Maranham, February 28, 1826.
IN reference to my Despatch, dated the 25th instant, transmitted herewith,

I have io make known the Answer his Excellency the President returned tomy request, for Copiesofall the Documents belonging to the Schooner “ Ca-
rolina,” enclosing for that purpose a Cepy of his Excellency’s Note, dated
‘yesterday. . m
', L also beg leave to enclose Copies of the Documents transmitted, being 9
im number, having now barely time cursorily to refer to tliem in their order.

From the Certificate, proving that an Avizo was granted in Rio de Janeiro,
on the 4th ot April 1817, to Jodo Pereira Barreto, for a very clear and speci-‘fick purpose, viz—the removal ot his family and domesticks, it appears, thatsach Licence or “ Avizo” is now taken to bestow an exclusive right (inherited
by Barreto’s descendants) to export, in the face of all Treaties, any quantity
ofSlavesfrom Caches, for the purposeof Traftick, so long as they are termeddomestick Slaves; this Qualification being applied, although the Slaves areopenly declared to be sent solely for the object of Trade; indeed, so much so,that.a Bond to produce these domesticks, during even a short period, is not
obtainable. a
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The « Carolina” sailed from Para to Gibraltar, as the Copy of her Passport

shows, but there is no proof but that that Vessel proceeded, instead, direct to

Cacheo ; and from what has been reported to me, it is very doubtful whether

the true Owner, instead of “ Fernando José de Silva,” is not a Person resident
in Lisbon.
There is no proof but that the Brig “ pollo” has already performed her

voyage from Cacheo to St. Jago, with the 300 Slaves, according to the Pass-

port now shown as an authority for the “‘ Carolina.” But putting aside that

doubt, it appears that even the Passports, like the “ Avizo,” are attempted to
begeneralized, and that every regulation in that particular, is totally disre-

arded in the present case.
From the Copy of the Muster Roll, there appear 21 Persons, including the

Master, as the Crew of the “ Carolina,” a Schooner of about 90 tons burthen ;

but of this Crew 9 are Blacks, which Negroes are no doubt all destined for sale;

such practices having existed here when Vessels arrive from that part of
Africa with wax, ivory, &c.; and a reference to their ages, and time of being

at Sea, will prove this suspicion reasonable.

The Copy of the Protest, said to be made at Sea, shews, firstly, that the

* Carolina” is called a Portuguese Schooner by her Officers, and secondly,

that when the Cruizer was seen, the wind was so strong, that the Vessel
could not, after a 12 hours run to leeward, fetch into the Port of her destina-

tion. On the first, I have already recorded my doubts as to the Owners of

the Vessel; and on the second point, I have to observe, that one of the Crew

declared to me, that when the suspicious sail was seen, it.was calm, and that

the “ Carolina” escaped by sweeping. I never could learn a description of

the Cruizer, and therefore think the whole a fabrication.
The Copy of the Manifest merely shews, that these domestick Slaves were

reported in the same way as untaught Negroes.

From the Report of the Chief Officer of the Custom-House (Cid), it will

be seen how ignorant and regardless he is of the Stipulations of the ‘I'reaty

for abolishing the ‘Trade to the Northward of the Line; and what futile argu-

ments he produces to support the interests of those concerned in the “ Caro-

lina’s” voyage, for whose succéss he moreover evinces some desire.

The Judicial Report is inconclusive, because the Authorities have evaded

a proper investigation. I have the honour to be, &c.

HI, Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

(Note.) Since the above Despatch was sent to Rio de Janeiro, I have been

informed that the tonnage of the Schooner “ Carolina” is from 60 to 70 tons.

 

(Signed) R. HL

Second Enclosure (A.) in No. 72. (Translation.)

The President of the Province of Maranham-to Mr. Consul Hesketh.

Sir, Maranham, February 27, 1826.

IN answer to your Despatch of the 18th instant, I transmit Copies of all

the Documents relative to the Slaves brought from Cacheu by the Schooner

‘* Carolina,” belonging to the Widow and Sons of Major John Pereira Barreto.
God preserve you.

(Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS.
Robert Hesketh, Esq.

 

Second Enclosure (B.) in No. 72. | (Translation.)

Certificate of the Secretary of Government of Maranham.

I, JOAQUIM FERREIRA FRANCA, Civil and Military Secretary of

the Province of Maranham, &c. certify, in fulfilment of Orders, that there

does not exist, in the Archives of this Secretary, any Royal ‘“ Avizo” rela-

tive to the defunct Major Joad Pereira Barreto, but that there is the following

Certificate, issued from the Secretary of Government of the General Captain-  
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ship of Cape de Verd, viz:—I, Jeronimo Martins Salgado, First Lieutenant
of the Royal Corps of Engineers, Aide de-Camp and Secretary, ad interim, of
the Government of the Captainship of Cape de Verd, &c. certify, that, on

examining the Book, No. 22, in which are registered the Avizos, sent from
the Secretary of State’s Office to this Government, there is registered, in
page 165, an Avizo relating to the Petitioner, who has prayed for a Copy,
and which is of the following tenour: The King our Lord, taking notice of
what has been represented by “ Sargento Mor,” Joad Pereira Barreto, a
Merchant, established in the Port of Cacheu, is pleased to concede unto Him
permission to go to the City of Maranham to attend to his health, taking
with him his Sons, Manoel Francisco Caldas and Antonio Pereira Barreto,
each of them being allowed to take all the Persons belonging to his family,
and respective Slaves; all which I communicate to you, in order that, in
conformity therewith, you may issue the requisite orders, so that the exe-
cution of this my Royal determination must not meet any obstacle from the
necessity of proceeding in any new investigation, on events which recently
occurred in that Port, and about which the above-mentioned Joad Pereira

Barreto, his Sons, or any other Person of their respective families, ought still
to be questioned, because, it necdful, His Majesty will order them to be in-
terrcgated in the City of Maranham., ‘God preserve you.

(Signed) Conve pa Barca.
Palaceof Rio de Janewro, 4th April 1817.
Senhor Dom Antonio Coutinho de Lencastre.

That Avizo, which I have thus faithfully copied from the proper Re-
gister, did not contain any thing further, to which Register I refer, and being
thus in conformity with the Order, this is sealed with the Government Seal
of this Captainship, for the purpose of greater validity and complete credit.

Secretary of Government, 14th April 1818,
(Signed) Jeronimo Martins Sareapo.

The above being all the contents of the said Certificate, to which I refer,

Maranhao, Secretary of Government, 31st January 1826.
(Signed) JOAQUIM FERREIRA FRANCA,

Second Enclosure (C,) in No. 72. (Translation.)

Passport of the Brazilian Schooner “ Carolina.”

I, JOZE DE ARAUJO ROZO, President of the Province of Para, make
known unto all who may see this Passport, that there departs from this Port,on
a voyage to that ot Gibraltar, and from thence to return to this Port, the Bra-
zilian Schooner ‘‘ Carolina,” Victor Nobre de Brito, Master, and Fernando
Joze da Silva, Owner, in conformity to what was proved in the Secretary of
this Government; the said mentioned Persons being Subjects of this Empire,
‘no Foreigners having any share in the said Schooner; and because this
Schooner may be met on her outward or homeward voyage by the Com-
manders and Officers of Ships-of-War, or other Vessels belonging to this
Empire,—The Emperor of Brazil ordains that they do not put any impedi-
ment, and recommends to those of the Navies, Fleets, and other Vessels
belonging to Kings, Princes, Republicks, Potentates, Friends aud Allies of
this Crown, that they do not oppose the said voyage, but rather promote it,
by rendering any needful assistance or favour, in the certainty that recom
mendations of their Princes will meet the same and equal treatment. In
testimony of which this Passport is granted, signed by the President of this
Province, and sealed with the Imperial Arms

Given at the Imperial Palace of Para, 17th of March, in the Year of our
Lord 1825.

(L. 8.) (Signed) JOZE DE ARAUJO ROZO, President.
By order of his Excellency, . .

_ (Signed) Manoex Ramos DE CakvaLuo.
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Second Enclosure (D.) in No. 72. (Translation.)

Passport of Dofia Roza de Carvatho Alvarenga.

JOHN DA MATTA CHAPUZET, Commendador of the Order of Christ,

and Knight of the Orders of St. Bento @Aviz, and of the Tower and Sword,

‘olonel jn the Chief Staff of the Army, President of the Junta “da Real

Fazenda,” and Governor and Captain-General of the Province of Cape de

Verd, in the Name of His Most Faithful Majesty The King Our Lord, who

God preserve, makes known unto all who may see this Passport, that Dona

Roza de Carvalho Alvarenga proceeds from the District of Cacheu to the

Island of St. Jago, the Capital of the Province of Cape de Verd, there to

meet her Husband, the Sargento Mor, Joao Pereira Barreto, who is there so

grievously infirm as to be unable to proceed to Cacheu, and intends to esta-

blish himself in the said Island of St. Jago. There proceeds also with the

said Dona Roza de Carvalho Alvarenga, her family, consisting of 300 Persons,

more or less, the whole on board the Portuguese Brig “ Apollo,” of which the

Lieutenant in the Royal Navy, Mauricio Joze Alves, is Master. And in

order that no impediment may arise, I have granted this present Passport,

signed by me, and sealed with the Royal Arms. Given and executed at

Head Quarters, in this Island of Praia, 26th January 1824.

(L. 8.) (Signed) JOAO DA MATTA CHAPUZET,
Colonel and Governor of the Province,

By order of his Excellency,

(Signed) Joze NascenTEs Pinto Loarzs Gomes bx Parva,

Secretary of the Government of the Province.

Second Enclosure (E.) in No. 72. (Translation.)

Muster Roll of the Schooner “ Carolina” on @ Voyage to the Port of Cape

de Verd, and Ports wn the Brazils, viz.

 

 

Stati : * os (Term of beid:

Stations. Names. Nativity. State. | Age. atSea, 5

Master -| Victor Nobre de Brito - - {Lisbon - |Single - | 32 | 20 Years,

Mate - - | Franciseo de Panla Brito - - | Do. - -| Do. -| 20] 8 *

Boatswain - | Joaquim Joze da Silva - - | Do -~ -|Do -] 30} 14

Steward -| Marcellino Joze - - - - | Do. - ~ {Married | 39 |18 “

Carpenter -| Gabriel Pereira, (a Black) - {Bissau ‘. {Single - | 23] 7

Caulker . |Joze Pereira da Costa, (Do.) - | Do. - -{ Do. ~{ 25 6 OF

Cook - - | Joaquim Pedro, (Do.) ~ {Cabinda -{| Do. -|20{ 8

Seaman - | Antonio Carlos - - - - iLisbon -| Do. - | 24 6 «|

Do, - - | Francisco Joze  ~ - ~ - | Do. - - |Married | 39 [18 <«

Do. - - | Joze Pereira da Silva - - - |Alvarenga - |Single - { 24; 6 <«

Do, - - | Joze Francisco + - - - {Lisbon - (Married |43126 «¢

Do. - -| Joze Dias = - - - - | Do. - ~ [Single - |30} 18 *«

Do. - - | Jacob Blena - - oe - [Genoa -| Do -|] 18} li *

Do. - - | José Masse - - - - - {Poland -| Do. ~| 20; 8 <«

Do.- |. ~ | Francisco Piomgon - - - | Do, - -|Do. - | 24) 10 «

Ordinary ~| Manoel Joze, (a Black) ~ |\Cape de Verd|Do. - | 28} 3 «*

Do. - -| Joao de Cano (Do.) - jCacheu -|Do. -{ 14] 2

Do.- —- | Domingos da Costa (Do.} - |Cape de Verd} Do. - | 12) 2 ©

Do. - - | Ventura de Brito (Do.) - |Cacheu -| Do, - {| 10 Q

Da, - . | Joao de Andrade ~~‘ (Do.) ~ |Tarim ~|Do. -}22] 3 «

Do. - . | Lino Pereira Alvarenga (Do.)’ -| Do. - - | Do. -| 14{lst Voyage.     
Head Quarters, Cacheu, January 5, 1826.

(Signed) MANOEL NICOLAO PACHECO,
Secretary of the Government.  
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Second Enclosure (F.) in No. 72. (Translation.)

Protest of the Master and Crew of the “ Carolina.”

Protest against Cruizing Vessels, done on board the Schooner “ Carolina,”
Victor Nobre de Brito, Master, as under declared.

WE, the Undersigned, Master, Officers and Crew of the PortugueseSchooner, called the ** Carolina,” did sail from the Port of Cacheu, on board
ihe said Schooner on the 6th day of January instant, buund to Villa da Praia,
in the Islands of Cape de Verd, with 134 Domesticks, belonging to the familyof Dona Roza de Carvalho Alvarenga and her Sons, with a Passport’ grantedfor this purpose by the Governor-General of the Province of Cape de Verd,

Continuing thus our voyage, on the 11th instant, ahout 8 o’Clock in theMorning, being in Latitude 9. 7. 47. and Longitude 23. 37. 11., we discovereda Vessel to Windward, which coming down upon us before the wind, becamesuspicious, and we directly concluding she was chasing, bore away immediately
under all sail; and though we were chased until dark, still in the Morning
of the following day, the 12th instant, we could not see the chasing Vessel.
And as by these means we found ourselves much to Leeward, as can be provedby our Maritime Journals, we agreed, solely on accountofthe risk to our lives,to the cargo, and to the property on board, to alter our voyage to some of the.Leeward Ports of the Empire of Brazil; in the meay time protesting at onceagainst Cruizing Vessels, whether friends or enemies, against the winds andseas, and any other thing which may prejudice or deteriorate our first in-
tended voyage ; and in order that there may not be any thing to create doubt at
any Port wherein we may enter, we have drawn up the present Protest, whichwe have all signed on board of the Schooner « Carolina,” on a voyage fromCacheu to some Port in the Empire of Brazil, this 12th day of January 1826,

(Signed) © FRANCISCO DE PAULA BRITO, Pilot.
JOAQUIM JOZE DA SILVA, Boatswain.
JOZE FRANCISCO.
GIACOMO ELLENA.
JOZE PEREIRA DA SILVA.
ANTONIO CARROLOS.
MARCELLINO JOZE.
JOZE DIAS.
FRANCISCO JOZE.
F. PONCON. :
JOSEFE MASSE THOMAS. .

N.B. The Master's Signature does not appear.

 

Second Enclosure (G.) in No. 72. (Translation.)
Manifest of the Cargo brought by the Brazilian Schooner “ Carolina” VictorNobre de Brito, Master, put into this Port while ona voyagefrom Cacheuto the Island of St. Jago, in the Cape de Ferd.

133 Domestick Slaves, in the service of Dona Roza de Carvalho de Alva-renga and Sons.
I declare that I sailed from Cacheu with 135 Slaves, and that 2 died onthe voyage.

Maranhao, January 28,1826. (Signed) VICTOR NOBRE DE BRITO,
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Second Enclosure (H.) in No. 72. (Translation.)

Report of the Superintendent of Customs at Maranham. .

Most I_iutrious anp ExceLLent Sir,

IN fulfilment of the Order, dated 30th of the preceding Month. have

the honour to acquaint. your Excellency with the following, regarding the

Petition of Manoel Pereira Barreto. The Master of the Brazilian Schooner

«“ Carolina,” made a regular entry at this Custom-House, presenting the Pass-

port No. 16, the MusterRoll of that Schooner’s Crew, on departing from Ca-

cheu to the Port of Cape deVerd, and Ports in the Brazil; the Act of Protest on

said Vessel’s coming to this Port; the Passport or Licence granted for Dona

Roza de Carvalho Alvarenga, Wife of the Major John Pereira Barreto, and for

300 Persons of her Family, dated the 26th January 1824; and finally, the Ma-

nifest of 133 living Slaves, domesticks of the said Dona Roza de Carvalho;

all which Documents, although I believe they have already been presented at

the Secretary’s Office,I nevertheless wow again annex, in order that they may

be examined if needtul. .

It is not in my power to acquaint your Excellency with any thing relative

to the Law in the present case, because, upon this matter, there does not exist

in this Department, either the Treaty of the 22d of January 1815, which

prohibits the Slave-trade to the Northward of the Equator, or the Alvaras of

1813 and 1818, relative to Vessels destined for that Trade. I therefore limit

myself simply to the fact. From the Passport of the Schooner in question, it

does not appear that she was either fitted or destined for the illicit Trade im

Slaves; she is otherwise a Vessel of a small class and wanting the requisite

accommodations and conveniences for a long voyage, but -she appears to be

adapted as a Transport for a short voyage, such as from Cacheu to the Island

of St. Jago. The same Passport shews that the Owner is a Subject of this

Empire, and finally, the Licence or Passportfor the Family removed, although

of avery old date, and for another Vessel, nevertheless when preserited and

accompanied by the Petitioner, corroborates and proves the identity of the.

Slaves and their Owners. It has been the constant practice at this Custom-

House not to proceed in giving entry, or allowing the landing of any: Slaves,-

without an Order from their Excellencies the former Governors, and, with re-

‘gard to the admission of the Domestick ‘Slaves, which. have been imported

by virtue of Passports and Royal Licences from the Ports of Bissau, Cacheu,

and Island of St. Jago, in the Cape de Verd ; by the annexed List I acquaint

yourExcellency with the respective quantities of Slaves which have been ad-

mitted, and amongst them witli all those belonging to the defunct Father of

the Petitioner; such Passports having without doubt been granted, because

the Slaves were domesticks belonging to Persons who were either settled, or

in publick employment, at those Ports, and who form conditional exceptions

in the said Treaty of 1815. © This is all the information I can give, and your
Excellency will be pleased to decide. :

Custom-House at Maranham, February 1, 1 826...

(Signed) JOAO JOZE DE MORAES, Cid.
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Second Enclosure (I.) in No. 72. (Franslation.)

List of Slavesfrom the Ports of Bissau, Cacheu, and St. Jago in the Islandof Cape de Verd, admitted to entry at the Custom-House of Maranham,
by virtue of Orders from their Excellencies the Governors and Captains-General.

 

 

 

 

       

aot Description Name of Vessels.] Whence. | Consignees. Owners of Slaves. soot Remarks.

1819. | Sao Joao Ven- Caetano . . .
Jan, 28) Brig turozo Cachen Joze . \JoaoPereiraBarreto} 203 1 s $3

arog Teixeira 5 Og
ad. The OwnerjLuiz Antonio Es- 8 gTar r{ P . . ue 43

March 5!Scheoner| Pomba Feliz| St Jago of theSlaves teves Freire 2 &
is a

June 5! Do, Donna Anna! Do, Do. DezorJoze Leandro 125% 13 8da Silva & 5
t = a

. Antonio : g gAugust 5 Brig Aurora Cacheu . JoaoPereiraBarreto| 204 a §Joze Pinto ° E sj
** Schooner| Feliz Ventura] Do, Do, Do, 162 );8 og

yo1821. 3s 88Oct. 6! Brig Apollo Da, Do. Do. 231|| = 32
:

o 2g
: Joaquim Antonio de 4 53™ cc ee

ot o
Nov. 27, Do. Maria St. Jago Mattos 84 +E E 32

.
PD gS1822 . : a fe‘ General Dom] ,. Joze Joaquim Pe- 2 :4

F a6 : : : ee e . S wsJaly 6; Do Antonio Bissau reira Barreto 224 g 23
3 3 2

Joaquim Anto- ° z E
/ nio de Mattos 112 3 g 3August19, Do. Maria Do. «(Major Jn, Hy- 10/15 4s] gino Curvo,. 18 gs

1823, oT Bg
April $!Schooner Liberal St. Jago] “+ Luiz Antonio de 118 i} 3 5. Aranjo = £1

.
wa &

~ :
7 . . . : @ w

June 10] Brig Maria Bissau « ce [Luiz Antonio de 212 |], 3 8Silva its é

1736 J
Tmported by

1024 Joao PereiraCustom-House, Maranham, February 1 1826, Barreto ant? ? J 3 his Sons    
(Signed) JOAO JOZE DE MORAES, Cid.

 

Second Enclosure (J.) in No. 72. (Translation.)

Judicial Report.

Mosr InLusrrious anp ExceLient Sir,
IN virtue of the most respected Order of your Excelleney, dated 3d in-stant, and annexed to the Petition of ManoelPereira Barreto, I went to thePlace called “ Bomfim,” in company with the Scrivener of my DepartmentJustino Damazo Saldanha, to the end of examining the Slaves landed out ofthe Brazilian Schooner “ Carolina,” from Cacheu. I began by examiningthe three Witnesses, as stated in the Act of Process annexed, not examiningmore of the Crew, because they had left this Port in another Vessel (as statedby the Consignee of the said Schooner, Antonio Francisco de Azevedo.) Af-terwardsproceeding to examine the Slaves, I found that none could speak the
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Portugueze language, although they were not quite untaught Negroes, but I

found that they, for the most part, spoke the Creole language, which is com-

mon in the District of Cacheu, agreat part being Creoles born there, and who,

on being asked in that language by a Negro accidentally present, declared

that they belonged to Donna Roza de Carvalho Albuquerque, [Alvarenga,]

and her Sons, and were going to their Estate in St. Jago, in the Cape de

Verd. This is what I can inform your Excellency, who will determine
what may be according to justice. .

Maranham, February 10, 1826.

(Signed) DOMINGOS JOZE RODRIGUES DE SA. VIANNA.

The Sccretary of Government,

(Signed)  Joaauim Ferreira Franca.

MMem.—The Act of Process is not copied or translated, becauseit is very
voluminous, and does not contain any further evidence or fact. |

(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

Second Enclosure (K.)in No. 72. (Translation.)

Order of the President of Maranham, regarding the Entry of the Slaves
brought by the “ Carolina.”

IT appearing from the Act of Investigation, which I ordered to be instituted

by the Judge of the Custom-House of this City, and which remains in the
Secretary’s Office of this Government, that the Slaves brought by the Bra-

zilian Schooner “ Carolina,” belong to the Widow and Sons of Major Joao

Pereira Barreto ; these Slaves being accompanied by one of those Sons, Manoel

Pereira Barreto, and that they were ‘obtained bond fide, the Administrator of

the Custom-House will admit them to entry (‘a despacho,”) in virtue of

the Avizo, which will be presentedto him by the said Manoel Pereira Barreto,

giving at the same time satisfactory Bond for the Slaves, Schooner, and any

Cargo which may be on board. In this manner let it be executed,

(Signed) ~~ BARROS, President.
Maranham, Government-House, February 15, 1826.

 

No. 73. .

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning— (Received May 15.)

Sir, Maranham, March 9, 1826.

AS it will appear from the Reports of the Trade at Maranham, that

there have been more Slaves imported during 1825, than was the. case in

the preceding Year, I have the honour to state, that these Slaves were for the

chief part sent here, in consequence ofthe great scarcity of Provisions in the

Provinee of Ceara, and not for the purpose of ‘Iraffick, distress having forced

their Masters reluctantly to part with them.

L beg leave to enclose a Copy of the Annual Statement transmitted to His

Majesty’s Consul-Géneral, at Rio de Janeiro,* detailing all the particulars of

the Importationof Slaves into Maranham, during the Year 1825.»
I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning. — (Signed) . ROBERT HESKETH.

&c. &e. | &e. :

* See Second Enclosure inNo, 42,  
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‘No. 74. —

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.-—(Received May 15.)
(Extract.) Maranham, March 11, 1826.

HIAVING on the 8th instant had the honour to report, the Case of the
** Carolina,” the detention of the Vessel carrying that Despatch, enables me
to add the following particulars ;
When theSlaves were seized, on the 6th instant, by the Legal Authority,

only 113 were found, the Owner stating that the 20 Negroes who were miss-
ing had died*.
To day I am informed that, out of the number seized, 3 Negroes have

since died, and that, of the 110 now living, 77 are deposited in this Town,
and 33 remain sick at the Lazaretto +.

TI suspect that the greatest portion of the 23 Negroes said to be dead, have
been sold ; and I am attempting to investigate satisfactorily the truth.
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.— &e. —&e. &c.

* 133 landed + 77 at Maranham
113 seized on 6th March 36 left sick at Lazaretto

* 20 reported to have ‘died before 113 alive on Gth March
seizure, 3 reported dead since

110 living Lith March.

 

No. 75.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.-— (Received June 6.)
(Extract.) Maranham, April 17, 1826,

THE last Communication which I had the honour to make respecting theNegroes landed from the Schooner “ Carolina,” was in the Despatch, datedMarch 11th of the present Year.
» On the 13th ofMarch, I succeeded in ascertaining from the Negroes them-selves, who were landed from the “ Carolina,” that, up to that date, only’-1i-had died, and that 12 were removed alive, making together 23Negroes,the number reported to me as dead, when my last Communication was trans-mitted. On the following day I addressed to his Excellency the President,a Letter, complaining of those irregularities, a Copy of which I beg leave toenclose.
I also enclose a Translation of his Excellency’s Reply, and also of the Ad-monition sent by the President to the Judge.
As'I found that his Excellency was doubtful how far the Slave Treaties withHis Most Faithful Majesty were now acted upon at the Port of Rio deJaneiro, I sent to kis Excellency, with my Despatch, Copies of the Corres-pondence and Documents, in the 6ist and 62d pages of the Slave-tradePapers, marked (B), presented to Parliament in the Year 1825: thoseCopieswere transmitted to the Ouvidor, and are alluded to in the Admonition.On the Night of the 15th of March I had information where 2 of the Ne-groes landed from the “ Carolina,” (and some of those reported as dead) wereconcealed: by applying to the President they were apprehended, and againsent to the Deposit. Notwithstanding this occurrence, and the allusionI madeto the President, of the improper conduct of the Ouvidor’s subordinateOfficer, and of the Person who had charge ofthe Negroes, both these Individualscontinue in their Situations; and when the 2 Negroes were found, it was as-serted that they were part of the 9 Slaves included in the Crew of theCarolina.”
As I humbly conceive that all the Slaves shipped on board the “ Carolina” atCacheo, are to be dealt with alike, I addressed a Note to the President on the20th ofMarch, a Copy ofwhich, and a Translation ofthe Answer, I also enclose.
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I am informed that the Caulker and Carpenter of. the ** Carolina,” who are
‘both Slaves, were sold, and I have well-founded hopes of discovering the Pur-
chasers of those 2 Negroes, as well as 10 more.
On the 21st March, I made a full Report of all these occurrences to His

Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, transmitting Copies of what I

had the honour to communicate to the Foreign Office, up to the 11th of that
Month. At the time my Despatch was sent to Riv de Janeiro, it was cur-
rently reported, that the Case ot the “ Carolina” would be sent at once for
decision to the Mixed Commission in that Port; but it has proved otherwise,

the Parties having brought it before the Relacam of this City. Being
anxious to Report the latest Proceedings in the Case of the: Carolina,I
addressed a Letter on the 14th instant to the President, asking for infor-
mation, as to the decision of the Relacam, and the number of all the
Negroes now in the Deposit, including those lauded as part. of the Cargo, and
those.in the Muster-Roll of the Crew ; but I regret to add, that the Answer
which was sent, a Translation of which I enclose, is very unsatisfactory.
on both points, the decision being still delayed, and a clear and correct state-
ment respecting the Negroes evaded.

In ihe statement there is no reference to the 133 Negroes originally landed,
and it is made to appear that 5 more Negroes have died since my last Report,
dated the 11th ultimo; the total number in the Deposit being en the 14th

_ instant only 105, independent of the 2 Negroes which are sull declared to
belong to the Crew.

I have acquainted the Consul-General, that the Master and Second Officer
of the “Carolina” were put into confinement onthe 16th of March, but,
from what is occurring with regard to the Negroes, I do not expect that the
Law will be put into full force against these 2 Persons, one of whom (the
Master), says, that he is the Owner; but the Supercargo, one of Barreto’s
Sons, is at large. a

I have also made known to His Majesty’s Consul-General, that an -establish-
ment at Cacheo, which has been carrying on the Slave-trade, has for Years
past been purchasing there Negroes from the Interior; keeping them at
Cacheo 2 or 3 Years, and ultimately shipping them to the Cape de Verd
Islands, or elsewhere; and when sending them to this Country, appealing to
the pretended authority of the “‘ Avizo” of 1817. -

I have ascertained that the Schooner “Carolina” is 80 tons British
measurement. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH,.
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, -

&e. &e. &e.

First Euclosure in No. 75. oe

Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham.

Sir, Maranham, March 14, 1826.

IT is with great pain that I am obliged, by publick duty, to call your Excel-
Jency’s attention to the following circumstances; under the conviction, that if
your Excellency’s observation was not necessarily confined more immediately
to matters of equal importance, connected with the duties of the highest Au-
thority, I should have been spared this paintul task of complaint. ,

‘After your Excellency had assigned to the competent Tribunal the full
investigation ofthe Case of the Sclrooner ‘“ Carolina,” and the Negroes landed
from her, the ‘* Ouvidor do Crime,” on the 6th instant, seized both that Vessel.
and the Negroes, according to the Alvara of 26th January 1818, that
Alvara having for its object the upholding of the Stipulations in the Treaty for
‘the Abolition of the Slave-trade to the Northward of the Line. It is needless
to repeat the penalties which the said Alvara enforces on those found guilt
of an infraction of that Treaty; but it is to the point to remark, that the only
proceedings which havetaken place, have been hitherto contined to the Vessel
and Negroes. me
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{ have been mindful of all the proceedings with the latter, and I find that
133 Negroes were landed, and that when the “ Ouvidor” seized them, 20 were
reported as dead.
On the 11th instant I was also informed, that,. of the 113 scized, 3 more

were dead, leaving, thus, 110 Negroes living on the. 11th instant, of which 77
were in health, and the remainder sick ; and this T-reported to His Britan-
nick Majesty’s Government on the 11th instant. —

Since then I have learnt that only 11 Negroes died at Bomfim; that 5
were removed from thence alive before the seizure, and 7 after the seizure,
from the Deposit in this Town; these two unlawful removals of theNegroes,
with the number really dead, forming the exact number of £3, reported to me
as dead on the 11th instant.

I doubt not that in a short time I shall be able to inform your Excellency
who. were the Purchasers of those 12 Negroes; but, in the mean time, I
confine myself to the fact, that they did not die, and that an outrage has been
committed against your Excellency’s commands ; and I am also inclined to
believe, against the confidence reposed by the Ouvidor in his subordinate
Officer, and the Person intrusted with the duty of «Depositario.”
To-day I was also informed by the “ Depositario” himself, that 2 more

Negroes were dead, and I suspect that I shall soon have proof that they also
were removed alive.
Under these circumstances, I am called upon to protest before your Excel-

lency, against the very great negligence of the “ Ouvidor do Crime” in this
matter. A negligence which not only renders ineftective the Measures ofthe
Alvara, but also renders nugatory the Stipulations of the Treaty; so that

- the conduct of the “Ouvidor doCrime” becomes indecorous to both the Crowns
interested in the Treaty, and it is most evident that your Excellency will not
allow such infractions.
Under that persuasion, I have thus applied most urgently to your Excel-

lency, in order that your Excellency may take such steps towards those who
are responsible for the appearance of the Negroes, as your Excellency may
deem fit; and also may adopt the requisite measures respecting the. deposit
of the Negroes, and the subordinate Officerofthe above-mentioned Ouvidor.

I have the honour to be, &c.
; (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.
" His Excellency Pedro José da Costa Barros.

Second Enclosure in No. 75. (Translation.}

The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh.

Sir, . Maranham, March 15, 1826.
1 ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of your Letter, dated yesterday, in which

you make it appear that you are persuaded, that a part of the Slaves arrived
from Cacheu by the Schooner “ Carolina,” stated as forced into thisPort,
have been sold to different Persons before there is any decision on their Case,
such Slaves at the same. time being reported as dead; and also that you are
suspicious that the Judge intrusted with this Case, has conducted himself
with little cireumspection respecting it, and that you will even be able in
a little time to declare who were the Purchasers-of those Slaves ; all. which
may have happened without the knowledge of that Judge, of whose rectitude
and disinterestedness I am convinced: alf which it is in truth expedient to
inquire into, in order that no infractions of the Treaty may be committed, the
rigorous observance of which is so necessary.

I state in answer, that this very day I have transmitted. to that Judge a
Copy of your Communication, together with the other Documents relatin
to the subject, which you yesterday delivered to me, in order that he should,
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with a full knowledge of the Case, proceed according to Law, remaining

responsible to His Imperial Majesty tor his decisions in this respect, I bemg

prohibited from meddling in judicial forms, by the Carta de Ley of the
goth of October 1823. You may therefore rest assured that I shall be most
content to find the Law observed in every respect, and that whatever repre-

sentations you may have to make to me upoa this subject, will, according to

what is determined by Law, be transmitted by me to that Judge. :
God preserve you.

(Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS.

Robert Hesketh, Esq. .

Third Enclosure in No. 75.

The President of the Province of Maranham to the Oumdor- General.

Maranham, March 15, 1826.

I TRANSMIT under the signature of the Secretary, Copy of the Trans-
lation of a Despatch which was directed to me, under yesterday’s date, by
His Britannick Majesty’s Consul, and also two Documents which were
delivered to me, in order that, taking them into consideration, you may use all
vigilance respecting the Slaves lately arrived from Cavheu in the Schooner
“ Carolina,” particularly recommending to you the observance of the
Treaties in this respect, as J have given up all interference in such an affair,
appertaining, as it does, to the Judicial Authority. You, Sir, remaining from
henceforth responsible to His Majesty The Emperor for any infraction of the
Law in similar Cases. God preserve you.

(Signed) BARROS, President.

HE. Sn’ Jose Bonifacio dAraujo Azambuja.

 

Fourth Enclosure in No. 75.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Provinceof Maranham.

‘Sir, Maranham, March 20, 1826.

HAVING this day been informed that, of the 9 Negroes reported as part

of the Crew of the Schooner “ Carolina,” from Cacheo, some have been sold;

it is my duty to acquaint your Excellency therewith, that your Excellency

may order such measures in respect of those 9 Negroes, as Your Excellency

may deem expedient. I have the honour to be, &c.

H. E. Sut Pedro Joze da Costa Barros. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

Fifth Enclosure in No. 75. . (Translation.)

The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh.

Sir, Maranham, March 21, 1826.

I HAVE received your Despatch, dated the 20th instant, and I causedit to

be transmitted to the “‘ Doutor Ouvidor Geral do Crime,” with whom that

affair is lodged, as I have frequently made known to you.
God preserve you.

(Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS.
Robert Hesketh, Esq.
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Sixth Enclosure in No. 73.

Mr, Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham.

Str, Maranham, April 14, 1826.
HAVING by the last departure to England made known to-His Britannick

Majesty’s Government the seizure of the “ Caroling,” and the Negroes landed
from her; and those Proceedings on the part of* the competent Authority
being intimately connected with the execution of the Treaty for the abolition
of the Slave-trade to the Northward ofthe Line, and, therefore, of particular
interest; I feel called upon to add to that Report, by a Vessel departing. 4
days hence. Underthese circumstances, I buy leave most respectfully to ask
your Excellency, whether the Judicial Authorities have come to any Decision
in the Case of the Schooner “ Carolina.”

T also flatter myself that your Excellency will agree with me in deeming it
expedient, that after all which has occurred, as to the number of Negroes
seized, my Report should be exact on that point; with this view I most
respectfully solicit that your Excellency may be pleased to direct, that I should
be furnished with an exact Statement of the number of Negroes now deposited,
specifying those landed as the Cargo of the Schooner * Carolina,” and those
which appear as part of the Crew of that Vessel.

IT have the honour, &c.
(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

HI. E. Snr. Pedro Joze da Costa Barros.

 

Seventh Enclosure in No. 75. (Translation.)

The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh.

Sir, , Maranham, April 17, 1826.
I TRANSMIT, for your information, the enclosed Documents relating to

the Case of the Schooner “ Carolina,” and the Slaves brought by her, which
Documents were for this purpose sent to me by the competent Judge.

> God preserve you.
(Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS.

Robert Hesketh, Esg.

 

Eighth Enclosure in No. 75. (Translation.)

Report of the Ouvidor-General of the Criminal Court.

Most In.ustrious anv Exc ient Sir, Maranham, April 15, 1826.
IN Answer to your Excellency’s Letter, dated Yesterday, enclosing’ onefrom Mr. Robert Hesketh, His Britannick Majesty’s Consul in this City, Ihave the honourto state to your Excellency, that, in the course cf 2 or 3days, the Sentence in the Case of the Schooner «“ Carolina,” and the Slaves

brought by her will be published.
With this Declaration, and the enclosed Certificate, I have satised the

request of the said Consul, which your Excellency will have the goodness tocommunicate to him, and if the step-appears strange to your Excellency oftransmitting this Communication through your Excellency, instead of makingit direct to the said Consul, I will readily explain the reason.
God preserve your Excellency,

The Dezer- Ouvidor Geral do Civel ¢ Interino doCrinie,
(Signed) FRANCISCO CARNEIRO PINTO VIEIRA DE MELLO. |

Hi. E. Sur. Pedro Joze da Costa Barros.
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. NinthEnclosure in No. 75. (Tranislation.)

Certificate of the Number of Negroes in the Deposu.:

I, MARCELLINOJOZE DE AZEVEDO ‘PERDIGAO,certify, that
there were seized and deposited by this Tribunal, 113 Slaves belonging to the
Cargo of the Schooner “ Carolina,” of whom 8 died in the Deposit, there
being in the Deposit thisday 105 Slaves, and 2 more who were taker-from

Urbano Joze Gomes, and who.belong to the Crew of the said Schooner.
The above is the truth,— oO

(Signed) MARCELLINO JOZE DE AZEVEDO PERDIGAO.

Maranhao, 14th April 1826.

 

. No. 76. |

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning —(Received June 6.)

Sir, Maranham,. April 20, 1826.

HAVING been only this Evening informed, that the voyage of the Schoo-
ner “ Carolina” from Cacheo, was declared to be illegal by the Relacam, of

. this City, before which Court the Case was pending, as stated ia my Des-
patch of the 17th instant, I hasten to communicate this satisfactory intelli-
gence. .

The Sentence was registered yesterday, but nothing respecting it was
known till this Evening. I haye not yet received any Official Communication
on the subject; but I am told that the freedom of the Negroes by the “ Caro-
lina” is decreed. ;
“The Vessel taking this Despatch sails early to-morrow Morning, and I re-

gret that my present Report of the Sentence is not fuller; but I shall obtain
and transmit a Copy thereof by thefirst departure.

I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERTHESKETH.
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 77.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.—{Received June 19.)

(Extract.) Maranham, May 6, 1826-

IN reference to my Despatch, dated April 20, I have now the honour to

state, that, on applying to his Excellenty the President of the Province, J
obtained a Copy of the Sentence- in the Case. of the Schooner “ Carolina,”
and consequently transmit, enclosed, Translations of every Document sent by
his Excellency relating to such Sentence.
No steps have been yet taken to distribute the Negroes, nor has it yet. been

formally made known te them that they are now free. .
By the Alvard of January 26, 1818, the “ Quvidor,” or Provincial Judge, is

the Person authorized to take charge of the Negroes, and to distribute them.
The Right Hon, George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

&e &e. Sc. .

 

First Enclosure in No. 77. | (Translation.)

The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh.

Sir, . Maranham, May 5, 1826.

i TRANSMIT, bythe enclosed Document, a Certificate of the Sentence.  
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of the Rellagao, passed in the Case of the seizure of the Negroes who arrived
from Cacheu on board the Schooner “ Carotina,” as requested by you in the
Letter of the 29th of April now last past. God preserve you.

(Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS.
Robert Hesketh, Esq.

Second Enclosure in No, 77. (Translation.)

‘The Ouvidor-General to the President of the Province of Maranham.

Mosr ExceLEent AND Innustrious Sir, Maranham, May 3, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency, in the enclosed Docu-
ment, a Certificate of the Sentence of the Rellacay, passed in the Case of
the seizure of the Negroes, who arrived from Cacheu on board the Schooner
“ Carolina,” and which was required by His Britannick Majesty’s Consul in
his Letter to your Excellency, dated the 29th of Apri] last, a Copy of
which your Excellency transmitted to me, directing that it should be com-
plied with, in your Excellency’s Letter, dated the 30th of the same Month.

God preserve your Excellency.

The Dez Ouvidor Geral do Crime,
(Signed) JOZE BONIFACIO DE ARAUJO AZAMBUJA.

H. E. Snr. Pedro Jose da Costa Barros.

Third Enclosure in No. 77. (Translation.)

Sentence in the Case of the Schooner * Carolina.”

LET the Scrivener Marcellino, Jose de Azevedo Perdigio, acting in the
Case of the Seizure of the Schooner ‘* Carofina,” and ot the Slaves brought
onboard that Vessel from the Port of Cacheu to this City, certify at the foot
of the present, the tenour of two Sentences given as a final decision on the
said Case. °
Maranham, March-2,.1826. (Signed) AZAMBUJA.

I, Marcellino Jose de Azevedo Perdigio, Owner of the Office of Escrivao
in the “Ouvedoria Geral do Crime,” and in the Police Office, by grant of His
Imperial Majesty, whom God preserve, &c. &c.

‘Certify, that the Sentences mentioned in the above Order, are of the
following tenour :—
“It is decreed in the Rellacdo, &c. &c., having considered the Casé of the

Seizure of the Schooner “Carolina,” Victor Nobre de Britto, Master, which
put into this Port on the 28th of January of the present Year, m consequence
of what is sct forth in the Note of Protest, page 17, having on board 133 Slaves,.
of whom Manoel Pereira Barreto declares himself Owner; and who were
transported from the District of Cacheu, a Seizure having been made of such
Slaves and the suid Schooner, because no proper Passport appeared, &c., as
declared in pages 29 and $2. The said Owner alleging in bis own defence,
the substance of lis pleadings in page 48, declaring, that such Slaves belong
to him, the sa:d Defendant, and to his Mother and Brothers; that he departed
from Cacheu on board the said Schooner, on the 6th of January of the presest
Year! destined to the Island of St. Jago, in the Cape de Verds, where he in-
tended to employ them in Establishments which he. possesses there ; but that
when in Latitude 9. 7. 47. North, and Longitude 23. 37. West, a Vessel was
discovered wisich created suspicion, as pointed out in Note of Protest, page 17,
and that on tiiis account ticey put into this Port; so that, consequently, such

Slaves’were not purposely brought hither, but even if they bad, it was dllow-
able to do so, by the Additional Article in the Treaty of 22d January 1819,
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because’said Slaves were“ bendfide” his domesticks, more particularly as he,
thesaid Defendant,possesses Lands in this Province, in the cultivation of which
the Slaves could be employed : further alleging, that the Avizo of 4th April
1817, in the 6th page, by which His Most Faithtul Majesty granted to the
Defendaat’s Father, permission to remove from Cacheu to this City, with two
of his Sons, each of whom being likewise allowed to bring their respective
Families and Slaves, &. Onexamining all which, and other matters relating
to the Case, it appears that the Defendant, being obliged to prove clearly and
fully that the Slaves seized, asin page 29, were bond fide his domesticks,
presenting a proper Passport and Certificate, according to the directions and
form stipulated in the Additional Convention of 28th July 1817 (which,
although destined for Merchant-vessels engaged in the licit Slave-trade, aever-
theless, contains principles and rules applicable to the present Case), to the end
thar tbe presentation of such regular Documents may exclude the proceedings
ofthe Imperial Treasury, which are founded on right, and in virtue of which
the Contraband is judged fully proved, transferring to the accused, in similar
cases, the obligation to prove his innocence of the imputed crime; it being
requiredthat such proof be always so far clear and current, as is necessary
to exclude a presumption of right, accerding to the 17th Chapter, 6th para-
graph, of the Statutes of the “Juntado Commercio” of 12th December 175%,
confirmed by the Alvard of 16th of December of said Year.
And further, that in order to consider the Slaves so removed as bond file

domesticks, it appears from the Case, that the Defendant is far from proving,
with a legitimate Passport, or with a competent Certificate, the quality of such
of the Slaves as are bond fide his domesticks :—Primo,—Because the Passport
in page 14 was granted in Pilla da Praia, on 26th January 1824, to Dona
Roza de Carvalho e Alvarenga, the Wife of Major Joao Pereira Barreto, in
order that she might remove from the District of Cacheu to the Island of St.
Jago, the Capital of the Province of Cape de Verd, with berFamily, consisting
of 300 Persons, more or less, on board the Portuguese Brig “Apollo,” of which
was Master, a Lieutenant in the Royal Marine, Mauricio Joze Alves; and
from the Case, it is proved, that the Slaves which are seized, as in page 28,
departed from Cacheu on 6th January of this Year, in the Schooner “ Carc-
lina,” Victor Nobre de Britto, Master, it being certain that such a Passport
could not be availed of by a different Person, for a different Vessel, for au
undetermined space of time, contrary to what is established in the said forms,
and even because it is repugnant that for such a short vovage, a Passport should
be provided with an anticipation of two Years. Seewndo,—Because the Pass-
port in page 15 was granted at Para, on the 17th March 1825, allowing the
Brazilian Schooner “ Carolina” to go to Gibraltar and return to Pard, without
specifying any other Port, either in going or returning, and consequently, that
with this Passport the said Schooner could not, in conformity tothe Maritime
Laws, alter her voyage by going to the Island of St. Jago or Cacheu, without
just cause, which should bealleged. and proved; and as it is one and the same
thing, the want of a Passport as the having one which is irregular and unlaw-
ful, it comes to pass, under such circumstances, according to the Maritime —
Laws of all the civilized Nations of Europe, which in the present Case are
made subsidiary, in virtue of the Law of 18th August 1769, that the Captain,
or Master, of the said Schooner, is rendered suspicious ct contraband and frau-
dulent designs, and the said Schooner made lable to seizure in this Country,
and even on the high Seas, where she could be captured and treated as a
Pirate ; it furthermore accruing, that this defect in the Passport prevents from
being corroborated, with proper proof and authenticity, the Note of Protest
en putting into this Port, page 17. Tertio,—Because-that essential and
indispensable Certificate required in the aforementioned Additional Cenven-

tion is not produced. .Quar/o,—Because the Avizo of the 4th April 1818, in
page 6, ought to be understood as granted for only one voyage to Major
Joio Pereira Barreto, and his two Sons, Manoel Pereira Caldas and An-
tonto Pereira Barreto, and not the Defendant, who ought not to be under
stoud as comprehended in the above favour, because all Imperial favours  
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are always restricted to what they express,as is declared by many “ Or-
‘denagoens” of the Empire. — Besides all which, the proof by Witnesses,
with which it is attempted to temedy the defects in the Passport of the
Schooner “ Carolina,” from Caeheu to the Island of St. Jago, and to make it
appear, that the quality of the Slaves, bund fide domesticks, is not so clear
andcurrent as, according to the Alvard of 16th December 1756, is required,
in order to. exclude a presumption of right established in favour of the Impe-
rial Treasury, and to hinder, in the present case, the Freedom of the Slaves,
to which they are entitled in virtue of the Alvard of 26th January 1818 :—
Primo,—Because, in the opinion of said right, the Witnesses who are taken
from the Crew of 2 Vessel, generally, give their testimony either from mere
reverential concurrence, or under an interest to conceal their own errors and
misdeeds, and are, on that-account, always considered suspicious. Secundo,
—Because it is repugnant to the Maritime Laws and Police Regulations, that
a Vessel should go from Cacheu to the Island of St. Jago, without Passport.
Tertio,—Because it having been thought necessary to the Defendant to have a
Passport for himself and two Servants, in the granting of which there could
not be any of the said legal objections, it ought to have been much more
necessary for the Vessel and the Slaves she brought, in case they were dond
JideDomesticks, it being very easy to. have included them in the Passport
granted to the Defendant for himselfand two Servants, in page 55. Quarto,—
Because the said mentioned Slaves do not discover, by their habits, customs,
or.by their religious or civil education, any symptoms or demonstration of
having received domestick treatment in the Family of the Defendant. It re-

. sulting from all the foregoing, that the fraudulent procceding of the Defendant,
together with the Crew of the said Schooner, is manifest, in order to accom-
plish the illicit Traflick expressly prohibitedby the first Article of the said
Treaty of 22d January 1815; and it not appearing on the other hand, that the
said Slaves are within the meaningofthe Additional Article. of that Treaty :

Therefore, on that account, and other matters of the Case, notwithstanding
the pleadings of the Defendant, which have been rejected, they do judge as
good the apprehension and seizure specified in page 29, and do condemn
the Defendant in the loss of the Slaves, whom they declare free, to be appro-
priated to such. service.as is in conformity to the Alvard of 26th January 1818,
paragraph 5th, and further condemn him in costs; and order that the Owner
~and respective Officers of the said Schooner be proceeded against according
to right, the same not having yet pleaded.
Maranham, April 18, 1826. (Signed) MELLO.

DUARTE.
. VIEIRA BELFORD.Present, (Signed) Barrapas.

. Published in the Office of the Scrivener,
Maranham, April 19, 1826. (Signed) MELLO.

It is decreed in the Rellacao, &c..Notwithstanding thepleadings, page 108,which are not received, owing to their subject matter, that on reviewing thisCase, the Sentence thereon be exectited, the Defendant paying costs,
Maronham, April 29, 1826. (Signed) MELLO.

. DUARTE.
VIEIRA BELFORD.

Present, (Signed) Barrapas.
. Published by my Scrivener,

Maranham, April, 29, 1826. (Signed) MELLO.
And nothing further was contained in the said Sentences, which I have

faithfully transcribed from the Originals, to which I refer, and with which Ihave compared this Certificate, and find it agreeing therewith in all things,
excepting the correction of mistakes. The above being the truth. Maranham,
2dMay 1826, 1, Marcellino Joze de Azevedo Perdigao, having closed andsigned it.
“ (Signed) MARCELLINO JOZE DE AZEVEDO PERDIGAO.
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‘No. 78.

Mr. Secretary CanningtoMr. Consul Hesketh.

Sir, ‘ Foreign Office, June 22, 1826.

I HAVE received your Despatches np to the 6th of May, and I approve
highly of the proper watchfulness and sound discretion which marked the
course which you have taken on the subject of the Schooner ‘* Carolina,”
whose voyage with Slaves from Cacheo bas at length, I am happy to find,
been pronounced illegal, and her Slaves liberated.

In the event of proper steps not being taken for securing to the Negroes
the benefit of their Emancipation, you will acquaint His Majesty’s Consul-
General at Rio de Janeiro with the Proceedings, and with your opinion as to
the Measures which should be adopted for attaining this desirable object; in
order that he may make to the Government of Brazil, such a representation
for that purpose as the case shall appear to him to require; and you will con-
tinue to send to meCopies of the Correspondence which may take place upon
the occasion. .

 

Lam, &c. ;

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.
fobert Hesketh, £sq.

No. 79.

John Bidwell Esq. to Mr. Consud Hesketh.

Sir, Foreign Office, July 15, 1826.

IN reference to your request for Instructions, as to the disposal of two
Negroes, who were purchased out of Monies belonging to the late Contribu-
tion Fund, and whose services were applied to the use of the Hospital; I ain
directed by Mr. Secretary Canning to instruct you, to declare to them their
immediate and complete Emancipation, and to render it authentick by some
formal Document.

His Majesty’s Government, however, ia making these poor Persons free,
does not intend to throw them upon the World, so that they may fall into
distress, and thence again probably into Slavery: you will enquire whether
their Services can be made useful in any British Hospital which may be
established at Maranham, and, should that be the case, you will offer to them
employment at a fair and liberal hire for their free labour: If their Services
should ‘not be required in this way, you will seek out for them elsewhere
some employment, where they will be comfortable and well treated;you will

see to the fact of their being so treated, by personal examinations every half
Year; and you will, until you can get them settled, make some arrangement
for their maintenance, including the expence thereof as au Item in the ac-
count of Contingent Expences, for which you will have to draw upon His
Majesty's Treasury.

I am, &c.

(Signed) JOHN BIDWELL.
Robert Hesketh, Esq.  
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. No. 80..

Mr, Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received August 21.)

(Extract.) Maranham, June 30, 1826.
I BEG leave to enclose a Statement, shewing, that up to the 14th of April,

the date of the last Official Report madeto me regarding the Negroes landed
from the “ Carolina,” 19 Negroes were falsely reported as dead; and I have
the satisfaction to state that, of these, 5 Negroes are already found.
The distribution of the Negroes took place about the middle of last Month,

and was effected by the “ Ouvidor da Commarea,” or Provincial Judge,
_When ail the Negroes were distributed, one of them, called Nicholas, who

had acted as nurse on board the Vessel, and who is a weaver by trade, and
quite master of the Portuguese language, declared to the Judge, that his wife
was forcibly taken trom him while the Negroes were in the Deposit; and
that although she was reported as dead, he knew the Person who had pur-
chased her from the Deposit.
The Negress was sent for by the Distributor and restored to her husband,

who then declared that 7 men and 7 women had been at different times.taken
away from the Deposit of the Negroes; that they, as well as the Caulker and
Carpenter of the “ Carolina” were alive, and not dead, as certified in the Do-
cuments produced by those who had charge of the Negroes.
The Distributing Judge caused the Caulker and Carpenter to be produced;

but the Caulker, with the Negro Nicholas, were sent to a Plantation, and
told that they must work as Slaves for 14 Years, before they could be free.
Both these Negroes are perfectly able to get their livelihood in this Town by

their respective Trades, instead of which they have been both put to a sort of
work, that can only benefit their Ismployers.

During the distribution, there were many applications: for Negroes by
Persons who exercised handicraft Trades, but they were chiefly refused, and
the greatest portion of Negroes has been given to Planters ; some of whom I
am toid, received 10 and more Negroes each; and all those Negroes will no
doubt be sent up the Country to Plantations, where their fate, as Slaves, will
probably be sealed.

_ The Distributor informed me, that all who took Negroes, signed a Bond
with certain Conditions, and I fully expect that he will furnish me with a
Copy of that Bond, and a List of the Persons who have received theNegroes,
specifying how many each; but neither Document has been yet sent..
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

§e. &c. &e.

Enclosure in.No. 80.

Statement respecting the Negroes landedfrom the “Carolina.”
‘Negroes on board the Schooner “ Carolina,” reported, on arrival, .

as Cargo - - - - - - . . _ . i 133

Ditto, as part of the Crew - - - - - . - - 9

Total - - - 142
Negroes reported alive on the 14th April, of the Cargo - - 105

of the Crew - - 2
—— 107

. . 35The remainder of the Crew, which was never deposited - - 7

. Number of Negroes declared to be dead by Statement of 14th April - 28

~
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The true Statement regarding the above 28 Negroes reported as dead:

Number of Negroes who died at the Lazaretto - - - 5

 

 

 

Ditto ditto whodied atthe Deposit — - - - 4
Total number of Deaths| - -—— 9

Sent to Para, for sale - - - - - 7 Women
Taken away from the Deposit by the Person who

had charge of the Negroes, Joze Maria Favaby Men
de Mattos - - - = - -

Sold to Urbano Joze Gomez. -  --~— - - 2 Boys 723
Sold in Maranham, to - - - - 1 Woman| 32
Sold to Manoel Antonio, the Negro Joze, Caulker M 3a

of the Vessel - - = = 1 Man pEe
Sold to Bomfica, the Negro, nameunknown, Car- 1 Ditt cag

penter of Ditto-  - - - = mo jai
Number of Negroes falsely reported to be dead —— = = = = - 19

28

Negroes dead on the 14th April - - - 9g
Ditto fraudulently taken and sold - = 19
Remainderof the Crew - = - - 7
Negroes reported aliveon 14th April -  - 107

Total on board the “Carolina” on herarrival 142

 

No. 81.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning—(Received August 21.)

Sir, Maranham, July 5, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to make known that a Schooner, under Portuguese

Colours, called “ Nove de Margo,” Joze Fernandes de Pinho, Master, ot
about 35 tons, arrived at this Port on the 25th ultimo, haviag, besides a Crew

of 12 Persons, 86 Negroes on board as a Cargo of Slaves.

The Vessel and Slaves were reported at the Custom-House, as direct from

Cabinda, and a Passport shewn, dated St. Jago, Cape de Verd Islands, 24th

November 1825, authorizing a Voyage:to Cabinda; and the chief ‘part of
the Slaves were landed at the Consignee’s House, where they were carefully
kept.

These circumstances being suspicious, and although the Local Authorities

had allowed the landing of the Slaves from the Schooner, I addressed aLetter,

on the 29th ultimo, to his Excelleney the President upon the subject, a Copy

of which I beg leave to enclose, together with his Excellency’sAnswer.

On the following day I again addressed his Excellency, having ascertained

that the Vessel came direct from the Cape de Verd Islands, and that most of
the Slaves on board were Cacheo Negroes; a Copy of which Letter, and ofhis

Excellency’s Reply, I also beg leave to enclose.
I am not aware of the steps taken by his Excellency to prove satisfactorily

the fraudulent Entryofthe ‘‘ Nove de Margo ;” but Iam firmly convinced

of the illegality of the voyage, and of the acility with which such illegality

can be clearly proved, if proper measures be taken by the competent Au-

thorities. , ;

It may be expedient to state, that a very fast sailing, American-built  



124 | Bazi.

Schooner, under the Brazilian Flag, called the “ Arsenia,” lately belonging
to this Port, has been sold at Rio de Janeiro; and that I expecce this Vessel
will also attempt the importation of Slaves into this Place, from prohibited
Ports in Africa. I Lave the honour to be, &e.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.
Se. &e. Se.

  

First Enclosure in No. 81.

Mr, Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham.

Maranham, June 29, 1826,
Most ExceL.ent anp Iniusrrious Sir,

I BEG leave to acquaint your Excellency, that circumstances bave come
to my knowledge, since the arrival of the Portuguese Schooner “ Nove deMargo,” which lead me to suspect that the said Vessel, and the Negroes: landedfrom her have arrived from an ‘African Port to the Northward of theLine.Being desirous not to trouble your Excellency on this information alone,and at the same time to satisfy myselfas to the correctness of such a Report,I requested the Consignee of the Slaves to allow them to be seen by a Per-son I sent, bit this permission has been refused, althcugh the Person went tothe Consignee’s House for the purpose both yesterday and to-day.

It is now, therefore, my duty to state these suspicions to your Excellency,requesting that your Excellency may be pleased to order a proper Examina-tion, to ascertain from the Negroes themselves, by the aid of Interpreters,the Nation to which they belonged on the Coast ofAfrica.
I have the konour to be, &e.

(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.iis Excellency Pedro Joze da Costa Barros.
 

 

Second Enclosure in No. 81, (Translation.)

The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr, Consul Hesketh,
Sir,

Maranham. June 30, 1826,I HAVE received your Letter, dated the 29th instant, informing methat, since the arrival of the Portuguese Schooner “ Nove de Margo,” youhave learnt certain occurrences which make you suspect that that Vessel andthe Negroes landed from her, came from some African Port to the Northwardof the Line; to which I reply, that the Passport, and other Documents be-longing to the said Schooner, were examined in the Sceretary’s Office of thisGoveinment-House, and from them it appears that the Vessel is not one towhieh the Slave-trade Treaty has reference. However, I have ordered thecompetent Magistrate to proceed to an extra-judicial Examination, and I shallcommunicate to you the result. God preserve you,
Robert Hesketh, Esq. (Signed) PEDRO JOSE DA COSTA BARROS.= ee

Third Enclosure in No. 81.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to thePresident of the Province of Maranham.

Maranham, June 30, 1826.Mosr Excentent anp Iniustrrious Srr,
1 HAV had the honour to receive your Excellency’s Letter, in answerto the Communication I laid betore your Excellency ’\ i

: , rete dency yesterda ,the Schooner “ Nove de Marco.” ; ay Hy respecting
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Further information regarding that Vessel’s voyage again obliges me, in
the discharge of my duty, to acquaint your Excellency, that 2 Negresses and
1 Negro, all Cacheu Blacks, are now on board the Canoe “ Graga,” to sail
this tide for Itapicuré; and that those Negroes state they arrived in the said
Schooner, direct from the Cape de Verd Islands, at this Port.
These facts strengthening my suspicions regarding the Report made at the

Custom-House by the Master of the said Schooner, I thus most respectfully
submit them for your Excellency’s information.

I have the honour to be, &e.
. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

His Excellency Pedro Joze da Coste. Barros,

 

Fourtn Enclosure in No. 81.

The President of Maranham to Mr. Consul Elesketh.

Sir, iuranham, June 30, 1826.

1 HAVE to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of this day’s date,
in answer to the one I addressed to you respeeting the Schooner “ Nove de
Margo,” and £ shall take such measures as I deem requisite, regarding the sub-

" ject matter thereof. God preserve you.

Robert Hesketh, Esq. (Signed) PEDRO.JOZE DA COSTA BARROS,
 

No. 82.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning—(Received September 16.)

(Extract.) ‘ Maranham, July 15, 1826.

THE last Despatch of this Series, which I had the honour to transmit,

was dated. the 5th instant, and I then made known the arrival-of the Schoo-
ner * Nove de Marco ;” the suspicious circumstances of that Vessel’s entry

at the Custom-House; and the steps which I had, upto that date, taken to as-

certain all the facts of the Case.

On the 6th instant I received from his Excellency the President a Report,

stating that a full investigation had taken place, and that the Slave-trade

Treaty bad not been infringed by the voyage of the Vessel in question. I

have the honour to enclose a Translation of thatReport. :

I thought it my duty-to remonstrate against the unsatisfactorynature of

the Keport, .a Copy of which Remonstrance I also enclose. In it I made,

among other solicitations, one, for a Copyofthe Sarvey held on the Negroes;

and another, for a Copy of the Passport of the“ Nove de Margo;” and I

enclose aTranslation of his Exceilency’s Reply to those solicitations.

Early in the Morning of thegth instant, [ was informed that several Cacheo

Negroes, who had arrived in the “ Nove de Margo, had been shipped on

board of a Canoe, being a decked Vessel for River navigation ; and that the

Canoe was to sail immediately for the interior of the Province.

My first step was, to send on board of the Cance my Clerk, accompanied

by a Cacheo Negro, as Interpreter, to ascertain the. fact; and they found in

the hold of the Vessel 35 Cacheo Negroes, the greatest part Women, who

declared that they cate direct from Cacheo, and were never in Cabinda.

I made immediate communication of this occurrence to his Excellency the
President, in a Despatch, a Copy of which I beg leave to enclose; and it

was delivered to his Excellency at a quarter before 10 o’Clock, when the Canoe

was still inside tue Port, although under weigh. ; ;

The Canoe was, however, allowed to depart with the Negroes without any

attempt being made to detain her for examination, although, owing to calm

weather and a head-tide, it was perfectly easy to recal her, even at 11. 0°Clock.  
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Insteadof that only effectual step, the President referred the matter to the
Provincial Judge, and;at 2 o’Clock in the’Afternoon, I received from his Excel-
lency’s Aid-de-Camp the Letter, a-Translation of which I have also enclosed.

I most humbly submit, for your information, a Copy of the Letter,
which, in answer thereto, I addressed to his Excellency on the 10th instant.

T regrei that I am.also obliged to enclose a Translation of theunsatisfactory
Answer his Excellency has thought fit to return to my Representations, anddo my request that the Negroes, so improperly removed from just eXamination,
should be brought back to this City. ,

I next addressed a Letter to the Provincial Judge, requesting a Copy of thePassport of the “* Nove de Marco,” and of the Survey on the Negroes, refer-ring, at the same time, to the President’s Orders, mentioned in the Enclosurenumbered (3); but neither Document has been yet furnished to me.
[have never been allowed to see the original Passport; but, as it is dated

Cape de Verd, there is every reason,to suspect that the “* Nove deMarco”
was never at Cabinda.
As for the irregularity of the Survey on the Negroes, it is not only provedby what 1 have ascertained, but even by the admission in the President's last

Communication,
I enclose a Newspaper of[this City, in which is published his Excellency’sReport to me, being the Enclosure, numbered (7), and anotherNewspaper,containing his Excelleney’s Order, prohibiting the registering of the Survey,although that is a customary measure. A Translation of the Order (8), is

annexed to the Newspaper.
From all the above mentioned circumstances, I am convinced, that theVoyage of the “ Nove de Marco,” is an infraction of the Slave-trade Treaty ;but I despair that this illegal act will meet a just Investigation.
I anxiously hope that my conduct in this Affair will be ‘deemed conform-able with my duty, and worthy of your approbation : were such Proceedingsallowed to pass with impunity, and the Importers of the Slaves by the “ Novade Margo,” permitted to reap, without further molestation, the profits of theirillegal acts, no regard would be ultimately paid by the subordinate Authori-ties to the Slave-trade Treaties; and the Importation of Negroes from prohi-bited Ports, would become a channel of more frequent, and of less hazardous

Traffick to this Place.
> I beg leave to transmit, enclosed, a Description of the “Nove de Mareo.”It is reported that she is to sail soon for the Cape de Verd Islands, and isready for Sea.

In order that His Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio Janeiro, may haveearly information of this Case, I-shall transmit tu him, by the first direct op-
‘portunity, a Copy of this Report, and of its Enclosures.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.&e. §e. Se.

 

First Enclosure in No. 82. (Translation.)

The Presidént of theProvince of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh.

Mosr It.usrrious Sir, Maranham, July 6, 1826.
I TRANSMIT, enclosed, a Copy, under the Secretary’s Signature, ofa Letter from the Ouvidor da Commarca, relative to ‘the examinationwhich I ordered of the Papers of the Schooner Vove de Margo,” lately ar-rived at this Purt with, Slaves, in order ‘that you may be precisely informed,that those Slaves are not comprehended in the Treaty with England regard-ing that Commerce. God preserve you.

(Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS.Robert LLesketh, £sq.
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First Enclosure (A.) in No. 82. (Translation.)

The Ouvidor da Commarca to the President of the Proyince of Maranham.

Moer Exce tent anv Inxusrrious Sir, = Maranham, July 5, 1826.

T TRANSMIT to your Excellency, the Examination I made of the Papers
and Passport, with which the Schooner “ Nove de Marco” was navigated
from the Cape de Verd Islands to the Port of Cabinda, and from thence to
this City ; and, by these Documents, and the Examination of the Negroes
which were brought, it is known that they are not comprehended in the
Treaty with England relative to such Commerce, as they are from Nations to
the Southward ofthe Equator; which is affirmedon Oath by the two Merchants.
I summoned, as being well acquainted with such matters. This is.all with
which I can acquaint your Excellency, whe will betterjudge by perusing the
annexed ActofSurvey. . — oo

God preserve your Excellency.

(Signed) The Juiz d’ Alfandega,

LEOCADIO FERREIRA DE GOUVEA PIMENTEL BELLEZA.

_ Mis Excellency Pedro Joxe da Costa Barros.

Second Enclosure in No. 82.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham.

Most Exce.ient aNnpD ILLustrious Sir, Maranham, July 7, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Let-
ter, dated the 6th instant, transmitting a Copy of the Report from the
Ouvidor da Commarea, relative to the Survey on the Negroes brought by the
Schooner “ Nove de Margo.”

I have to inform your Excellency, that, under all the circumstances con-
nected with the arrival of that Vessel, it is impossible’for me to found, on the
above-mentioned Report, a satisfactory Statement of that Case, for the infor-
mation of His Britannick Majesty’s Government; the said Report not stating
precisely, from whence, on the Coast of Africa, the Negroes were originally
brought,and nothing shewing that those Negroes were proved at the Custom-
House to be such as the Passport allowed the Importation of; it being on the
contrary ascertained, that some Cacheu Negroes arrived in the ‘* Nove de
Marco.”
The notorious improprieties committed at the Deposit ofthe Negroes by the

*¢ Carolina,” will account why, in that Case, I imposed on myself the dis-
agreeable task of representing such conduct to your Excellency, and will also
shew that some of the subordinate Authorities have been regardless of their
duty, when executing your Excellency’s Orders for the due fulfilment of th
Slave-trade Treaty with Great Britain.
By such conduct on the part of some of those Authorities, it has been at-

tempted to defeat the common object of your Excellency’s sincere wishes, and
of my humble exertions.

I, however, trust, that I shall not now be refused your Excellency’s ready
and most availing assistance to ascertain satisfactorily the exact Voyage of the
«© Nove de Marco ;” so that the Reports of the Case in question sent to the
Courts of Rio de Janeiro and of London, where your Excellency and myself
are respectively responsible, may afford at both those Courts reciprocal satis-
faction.

Feeling, from such reasons, confident of your Excellency’s support, I make
the following Four solicitations ; the first, for a Copy of the Survey on the  
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Negroes landed from said Schooner: the second, for Copies of thePassport,
and of the Muster-Roll; the third, for permission to see the Negroes myself;
and the fourth, for permission to see the Log-bookof the “ Nove de Marco,”
and to have that Vessel:measured.

I have the honour to be, &e. ,
(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

hs Excellency Pedro Joze da Costa Barros.

Third Enclosure in No. 82. (Translation.)

The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh.

Most Iuiustrious Sir, AMéaranham, July 8, 1826.
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of the Letter you addressed to me

on the 7th instant, relative to the Schooner “ JVove de Marco,” and, in
answer to its contents, I state that I have this day given the requisite orders
to the “ Ouvidor da Commarea,” that he may satisfy yon with what you
require-from me in that Letter.

God preserve you.
(Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS.

Robert Hesketh, Esq.

 

Fourth Enclosure in No. 82.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham.

Mosr Exce.vent anp In.usrrious Sir, Maranham, July 9, 1826.
_ I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excelleucy’s
Letter of Yesterday’s date, and request your Excellency will be pleased
to Embargo the Canoe “ Vencedora,” on board of which there are several
Cacheu Negroes, brought by the Schooner “ Nove de Mar¢o.”

- [have the honour to be, &c,
- ; (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.
. Els Excellency Pedro Joze da Cosia Barros.

 

Fifth Enclosure in No. 82. (Translation.)

Captain Machado to Mr. Consul Hesheth.

Most Itiusrrious Sir, Maranham, July 9, 1826.
HIS Excellency the President, Acting Military Governor of this Provincehas charged me to transmit to you the Letter of the Acting “ Ouvidor daCommarca,” to whom was sent the one you addressed to his Excellency, inorder that, by investigation, the needful measures might be taken, °

God preserve you.
Robert Hesketh, Esq. (Signed) JOAO CARLOS MACHADO.

 

Fifth Enclosure (A.) in No. 82. (Translation.)

‘The Ouvidor da Commarca to Captain Machado.

Mosr I-tusrrious Sir, Maranham, July 9, 1826.
I HAVE received your Letter, and with it a Copy of the one transmittedto his Excellency by the English Consul, in order that at the sight of it, orof its contents, I should inform his Excellency thereof, °
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As soon asI received it, I directed my Orderly to go for the Master of the
Canoe “ Vencedora,” in order to ascertain from him if there were any Cacheu
Negroes on board; the Orderly, however, returning told me, that the said
Canoe was, at 10 o’Clock, already out of the Port bound to that. of Caxias.
This is all I am able to acquaint you with.

God preserve you,
(Signed)

LEOCADIO FERREIRA DE. GOUVEA PIMENTEL BELLEZA.
The Most Illustrious Snr. Joao Carlos. Machado,

Capiain and Aide-de-Camp.

Sixth Enclosure in No. 82.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Proviuce of Maranham.

Maranham, July 10, 1826.
Most Execetient snp Ixiusrriovs Sir,

HAVING yesterday Morning, the 9th instant, requested your Excellency
to stop the Canoe “ Vencedora,” with several Cacheu Negroes on board,
brought by the Schooner “ Move de Marco,” and the said Canoe being in
this Port when your Excellency received my Letter, and continuing an
hour after, within such distance, as to be easily stopt in the manner adopted
by your Excellency in many other instances; and your Excellency having re-
fused such my request, adopting instead the proceeding of ordering the “ Ou-
vidor da Commarca” to investigate the matter, whose answer, stating that the
Vessel had departed, I received several hours after my application to your
Excellency: it follows that, instead of receiving any assistance from your
Excellency, in the requisite steps to ascertain the exact voyage of the “Nove
de Marco,” your Excellency has refused me the means of bringing forward
an undeniable proof of the false Entry made at. the Custom-House by the
Master of the said Vessel.

Although an investigation with that importantobject was commenced with
the knowledge, and under the sanction, of your Excellency, still 30 of the
Negroes, by that identical Vessel, were allowed, without any demur, to leave
this Port yesterday Morning, by a regular Licence from the Commander of the
Police ; and these 30 Negroes were found by the Person I sent.on board the
“© Vencedora,” concealed in the hold. On the 30th. ultimo I informed your
Excellency that 3 others of the Negroes, by the “Nove de Margo, were
on board of the ** Graca,” but in both instances the Negroes have been allowed
to be removed from the reach of proper examination, and it is very possible
that many others of the Negroes in question, have, without my knowledge,
been also removed with the same view.

If your Excellency be not determined to oppose all fair and effectual in-
vestigation of this Case, and if your Excellency does not. despise the sacred
obligations of a Treaty between the two Crowns, your Excellency will take
effectual steps to bring back to this City those Negroes landed from the
«« Nove de Marco,” who have been sent into the interior of the Province, and
who, I now most solemnly certify to your Excellency, are all Cacheu Blacks,
But should your Excellency disregard this my last appeal, and continue in

a course of measures totally ineffective for the attatument of the just and -re-
quisite investigation I have requested, your Excellency will then force me, in
the due discharge of my duty, to transmit to the proper quarters, not only the
most unpleasant Representations, but also the most serious Protests. °

I have the honour to be, &c. ie

(Signed) © ROBERT HESKETH.
His Excellency Pedro Joze da Costa Barros, .  
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Seventh Enclosure in No. 82. (Translation.)

The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesh:uth,
Sir, _Maranham, July i2, 1826;

I HAVE before me your Letter which I received at 1 o’Clock, on the10th instant. So ,
Without bestowing on it much reflection, it shows itself labouring under

two defects, which ought to have been kept from it; they are these: a want of
correctness in some of your assertions, and the little propriety in the manner
of expressing yourself, notwithstanding. studied circamlocutions to soften theharshness of some terms, against which the respectful decency due to theAuthority with which His Majesty The Emperor has been pleased to investme appears to oppose itself.

In that Despatch you state, that having asked me to embargo the Canoe
“* Vencedora,” with a quantity of Cacheu Negroes on board, who had arrivedin the Schooner “ Nove de Margo,” 1 refused that request, adopting the mea-sure of ordering the “ Onvidor da Commarca” to proceed in an investigationof the Case, and that you only received my Answer, declaring that the Canoe
had departed, four hours after you made the communication to me.

Putting aside the novelty of your pretention to prescribe to me the exacttime for answering your Letters, which is clearly inferred from the man-
nerof your expressions; it behoves me to state, that it was communicated
to me, that the Canoe ** Vencedora” had already lett the Port, which rendered
useless any immediate measure; besides which, the Canoe departing intothe interior of the Province, where, in whatever place she may be, my Ordersbeing effective, it follows that they will co-operate for ascertaining the truthof the Case in question,

It moreover behoves me to declare to you, that Presidents of Provinces arenot competent Authorities to make Embargoes ; those acts are operations of
the Judicial Péwer; and it was in consequence of the force of the “ Carta de
Ley” of 20th October 1823, regulating the Presidencies of the Provinces, ‘andmarking out the limits of their powers, that I consigned to the proper Magis-
trate that duty and the competent Investigations;

It is therefore a very sinister inference when you assert, that, instead of re-“ceiving assistance to ascertain the true voyage of the Schooner “ Nove deMarco,” I have refused the means of producing an undeniable proof of the-false Entry of the said Schooner; that arrogant inference is not deducible fromthe competent Orders which I issued for an Investigation on that Case; it isentirely opposite to such Onders, i
You cannot avoid the confession, that Investigations are commenced undermy sanction and by my orders; but, as you wish to blacken every step in thisCase, you assert that, notwithstanding,30 of those Negroes were, withouthesitation, ‘allowed to depart in the Canoe “Vencedora,” with Passports tromthe Commander of Police.
Nothing can be imputed against that Military Commander, who has longsince been intrusted with the power of granting Passports of that kind, to faci-litate the transport of Slaves to the Interior of the Province, and certainly itwas not declared to bim that they belonged to the Schooner « Nove deMarco ;” and I consider in the same light the 3 Slaves you mention, who werenot condemned as implicated in the prohibited Traffick.
The-Passports of the “Nove de Marco” are clear, from Cabinda to thisPort, and it is those Passports whichregulate the Place trom which the Slaves

are taken; and itis only to the Places from which it is proved Negroes aretaken, or at which such fitting out is effected, that the Treaty and the Prohi-bitions it-contains refers. _
€ have before me the Treaty of 22d January 1815, and, in the 1stArticle,the exclusive reference to locality is clear, while theNationality of the Slavesis lost sight of, because it expressly declares. §that it is. prohibitedto everySubject of the Crown of Portugal to buy Slaves, or Traffick in them at any
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Place on the Coast of Africa to the Northward of the Equator ;” so that it is
the Place where such raffick in Slaves is carried on, that characterizes the
Traffick as iicit or illicit. , _
This disposition is confirmed in the 2d Number of the 2d Article, in the

Additional Convention on the said Treaty, dated 28th July 1817, which,
while specifying the Territories in which it is lawful for the Crown of Portugal
to carry on the Traffick of Slaves, expressly mentions Cabinda as one of those
Places ; and it is therefore from Cabinda, according to the Passports granted
with the legal formalities, that the Slaves in question were brought: and the
6th Article of that Convention declares, that, in order to legalize the detention
of Vessels carrying Slaves, it is indispensable that there be found on board
Slaves taken from those Ports on the Coast of Africa, where fhe Traffick. is
prohibited by theTreaty dated 22d January 1815. a
The Law, specifying the Penalties for the Infractions of the Treaty and of

the Additional Convention, dated 26th January 1818, is only directed against
those persons who may fit out and prepare Vessels for taking away from, or
purchasing Slaves at, any Ports on the Coast ofAfrica situated to the North of
the Equator, and has no reference to the Place of Nativity of the Slaves; the
Concession or the Prohibition referring solely to specified Places.
Conceding, therefore, the possibility, that, amongst the Slaves brought by the

Schooner ‘“‘ Nove de Margo,” there are some Cacheu Slaves, the Vessel procured
~ her Cargo in Cabinda, which is not a prohibited Port, and en that account the
Treaty, which only refers to Places and not to Individuals, is not infringed,
nor would I with bold hand meddle in Conventions of the High Contracting.
Parties, which are entitled to the most religious and sacred respect,

I cannot, however, abstain from one declaration, and it is this, that you
seem to attack those very Treaties, daring to amplify their dispositions te
objects which the High Contracting Parties either despised, or did net.wish
to include; that being certainly offensive to those very Treaties,of the strict
observance of which you so often remind me.

Tt_now only remains for me to reply to the conclusion of your Letter,
and I should wish at this moment to put aside all the just indignation I feel.
at the disrespectful style in-which, in the last sentence, you unfold a haughti-
‘ness incompatible with thedignity due, in your treatment ofa Delegate of His
Majesty The Emperor. _
You have dared to clothe in threats that conclusion of your Letter. I

despise them ; and if the due discharge of your duty, as you state, obliges you
to make in competent quarters, disagreable represenjations and serious pro-
tests, I am content that my conduct should not, as I am confident it will not
in the present Case, be disapproved of by His Majesty The Emperor, who is
sufficiently acquaintedwithmyrespectful attachment, and with my constant
fidelity to His August and Sacred Person: a fidelity which dogs net dread
the presence of the protests, not even of the Nations who boast of being
fe‘thful to their Sovereigns. ‘

{ conclude by declaring to you, that 1 have made such dispositions, and
given such Orders as I judge proper for the object in question.

God preserve you.
(Signed) PEDRO JOSE DA COSTA BARROS.

Robert Hesketh, Esq.

 

Kighth Enclosure in No. 82. _ (Translation.)

Order of the President of the Province ofMaranham.

Maranham, July 1 » 1826.

THE Doctor (of Laws), acting “Ouvidor da Commarea,” exercising the
functions of Judge of the Custom-House in this City, will, according to the
enclosed Translation of a Despatch fromHis Britannick Majesty’s Con-

- sul, dated 29th ultimo, proceed to an examination of the Documents of  
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the Portuguese Schooner “ Move de Margo,” lately arrived with Slaves, in
arder.to ascertain whether they are such as are referred to in the Treaty re-
garding the Slave-trade, transmitting the result to this Secretary’s Office,
without keeping any Copy in the Office. So let it be executed.

(Signed) BARROS,

Ninth Enclosure in No. 82.

Description ofthe Schooner “ Nove de Margo.”

_.A VESSEL about 35 tons measurement, no head, and the stern gradually
rounded in to the stern-post; built like a Lisbon Fishing-boat, or “Saveiro,”
and to all appearance formerly one of those Vessels. Not coppered; rigged
as a Schooner,with jib, fore-stay-sail, square and fore and aft fore-sails and
main-sail, but no top-sails. The fore-mast is well forward in the bows, and
has much less rake than the main-mast. She has fitted poles at each mast-
head..
Maranham, July 15, 1826. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

 

No. 83.

Mr, Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Ganning.—(Received September 16.)

(Extract.) Maranham,. July 19, 1826.

IN reference tomy last Despatch of this Series, dated the 15th instant, I
have the honour to acquaint you that, in the Evening of that day, I re-
ceived from the “ Ouvidor da Commarca,” Copies of the Survey on the
Negroes brought by the “ Nove de Marco,” and of that Vessel’s Passport,
Muster Roll, and Log Book ; and I beg leave to enclose a Translation of the
Magistrate’s Letter transmitting those Copies.

_ T also enclose Translations of the Survey, and of the Passport; reservin
that of the Muster Roll as containing nothing material, and that of the Log.
Book as too voluminous."On the 17th instant, I addressed a Letter to the President, pointing out

whyTI: asserted that the above-mentioned Documents did not afford any
satisfactory Proof that the “ Nove de Marco” had been on a legal voyage,
and I enclose, for -your information, a Copy ofmy Despatch to his Excellency
containing that assertion. :

In: the Morning of. the 18th instant, the Schooner, “ Nove de Marco” left
this Port, and some hours after I received from his Excellency the President,
a Letter, requesting to have the Documents on which my assertion was
founded ; and I most humbly refer to the enclosedTranslation of that Letter.

I determined‘tokeep the Documents which were sent to me; and to refuse
even Copies of them ; and I framed accordingly my Answer to his Excelleney’s
request, a Copy of which Answer I have also enclosed.

In the. Copy of the Log. Book I have been furnished with, it is stated, that
the “* Nove de Margo” left Porto Praia on the 1st of December 1825, and ar-
rived at Cabinda on the 28th of that Month; and there is no remark what-
ever until the 28th of May, on which day a Sea-log commences, of her voy-
age from Cabinda tothis Port.
The Passport is not a proper one for a Vessel on a voyage for Slaves.
I can prove satisfactorily that the greatest portion of the Negroes by the

“« Nove dé Marco” are CacheoNegroes.
And lastly, thereisno Document to prove that this Vessel sailed from

Cabinda, having Negroes on board for this Place. .
Having thus given all the information which it is in my powerto obtain,

regarding the voyage of the “ Nove de Marco ;” I have only now to enclose
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a Copy of a Despatch I addressed to His Majesty’s Consyl-General at Rio de
Janeiro on the 17th instant.

I have not copied the Enclosures relating to that subject, because they are
diffuse, and their subject matter is in fact stated in the Despatch.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.
&c. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 83. (Translation.)

The Ouvidor da Commarca to Mr. GonsulHesketh.

rr, Maranham, July 15, 1826.

I ACKNOWLEDGE the receipt of your Letter, andalso of the Copy
of that you received from the President, and, in consequence of its contents,

{I transmit to you Copies of the Examination, which, by order of the: said
President, I made of the Negroes brought to this Port by the Schooner
“«¢ Nove de Margo,” of the Passport of the same, and of the Journal of the
Voyages, as well from the Island of Saint Jago to Cabinda, as from that Port
to this City; which Copies 1 should have sooner remitted, were it not for
the sickness of the Scrivener of the Custom-House Cases.

(Signed) God preserve you.

LEOCADIO FERREIRA DE GOUVEA PIMENTEL BELLEZA.

Robert Hesketh, Esq.

_ FirstEnclosure (A) in No. 83, (Translation.)

Report of the Ouvidor da Commarea, relative to a Survey of the Negroes
landed from the “ Nove de Margo.” ,

IN the Year of our Lord 1826, on the 4th day of July of the said Year, in
this City of Maranham, in the House of “ Commendador” Antonio Joze. Mei-

rélles. Ferreira and Company, where was present the Doctor of Laws, the
Oavidor and Acting Judge of Custom-House, Leocadio Ferreira de Gouvéa

Pimentel Belleza, with myself, the undersigned Scrivener of his Court, there

being also present Captain Joze Rodrigues Roxo, and Lieutenant Manoel

Domingues Dias, who were by me notified to attend, in virtue of the Order

of the Most Illustrious and Excellent President of this Province, Pedro Joze

da Costa Barros, numbered 151, dated the 1st of July.of the present Year,

and forwhich end the said Magistrate administered to them an Oath, upon
the Holy Evangelists, by producing the New Testament, that, on examining

the Documents of the above-mentioned Schooner, and other Papers produced

by the Consignee, Captain Joze Goncalves Teixeira, they should declare what

to them appeared from thé said Documents, and from the Slaves which in
this act wouldbepresented before them.
They conjointly declared, that, with regard to the Documents, they had

nothing to observe, as they were annexed to this act. But that, with regard

to the Slaves who were produced to them, they know that they are not trom
prohibited Ports, and that they have nothing further to declare in this respect.

In faith whereof they have signed the present, with the said Magistrate; there |

being also present as Witnesses, Manoel Gongalves Barros, Thomas de Aquino
Nogueira do Carmo: all which I, the Scrivener, declare, with all faith,is the

truth; and I, Justino Damazo Saldanha, Scrivener, wrote the present.

(Signed) PIMENTEL BELLEZA.
(Signed) Jost Ropricurs Roxo. —

Mawoex Dominicues Dias.
Manoen Goncatves Barros.
Tuomas D’Aeurno Nocueina po’Carmo.
Justino Damazo SALDANHA.  
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First Enclosure (B.) in No. 83. (Translation,)

Passport of the Schooner ‘“* Nove de Marco.”

I, JOAO DA MATTA CHAPUZET, “ Commendador” of the Order of
Christ, Knight of the Orders of St. Bento e Avig, and of the Tower and
Sword, Colonel in the Chief Staff of the Army, President of the “ Real Fa-
zenda,” and Governor-General of the Province of the Cape de Verd, by His
Most Faithful Majesty The King, our Master, whom God preserve, &c.
do make known unto all who may see this Passport: that the Portuguese
Schooner “ Nove de Margo,” is bound on a voyage from this Island of St.
Jago, Cape de Verd, to the Port of Cabinda, and from thence to Maranham,
from whence she is to return to this same Island, and of which Schooner is
Master and Owner, Joze Fernandez de Pinho, as was certified in this Secre-
tary’s Office by the said Master’s Oath, taken in said Office, and by the Docu-
ments presented by him ; he taking, as a Crew, the Persons mentioned in ihe
annexed Muster Roll, signed by Joze Quintino, an Officer in the Secretary’s
Office of this Government, all being Portuguese Subjects and Vassals of His
Most Faithful Majesty The King, our Master, no Foreigner having share in
the said Schooner. And because she may be met on the High Seas, or in
Port, by Commanders and Officers of Men-ot-War and other Vessels of the
Crown of Portugal, His Most Faithful Majesty The King, our Master, ordains
that she may not suffer any hinderance,and recommends’ to the Fleets and
Squadrons and other Vessels belonging to Kings, Princes and Potentates, the
Friends and Allies of this Crown, that they may not hinder her voyage, but
on the contrary, lend her every needtul favour and assistance to enable her to
perform it, in the assurance that the same treatment will be observed towards
those recommended by their Princes.
In testimony whereof, I ordered this Passport to be granted. Signed by me,

and sealed with the Royal Arms of this Government.
Granted at Head Quarters, in the Villa da Praia; Island of St. Jago, Cape de

Verd, this 24th day of November, in the Year of our Lord 1825.
(L.8.) (Signed) JOAO DA MATTA CHAPUZET,

Colonel and Governor-General of the Province,
By order of his Excellency. (Signed) JozE QuinTINo,

~ Of the Secretary’s Office.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 83..

Mr. Consul Hesketh to tne President of the Province of Maranham.

Most Exce.ient anv Inusrrious Sir, Maranham, July 17,1826.
THE “ Ouvidor da Commarca” has transmitted to me Copies of the Sur-

vey relating to the Negroes landed from the “ Move de Marco,” and of that
Vessel’s Passport, Muster Roll and Log Book.
The Survey neither specifies the number of Negroes, nor proves that those

who were seen by the Surveyors were the whole or even part of the Cargo.. The
Passport is notaccordingto the Form prescribed in the Treaty, and besides, does
not contain a word respecting Slaves, nor the Measurement of the Vessel. ‘The
Copy of the Log Book is aot accompanied by any Document proving its au-
thenticity, and even this Copy does not account for a considerable space oftime which elapsed while that Vessel was on the Coast of Africa. And lastly,

. there is no kind of clearance outwards from any Authority at Cabinda.
I thersfore beg leave most respectfullyto state to your Excellency, that the

above-mentioned Documents do not afford satisfactory proofs that the Vessel
_ in question has been on a legal voyage. -

: I have, &c.
H. E. Pedro Joxe daCosta Barros. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH,
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Third Enclosure in No. 83. (Translation.)

The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh.

Most Ixyustriovus Sir, Maranham, July 18, 1820,

I HAVE before me your Letter, dated yesterday, respecting the Case of

the Schooner “ Nove de Margo,’ and as I am moved, as. I ought to be, by

the most lively interest to act in this affair in such a manner as that the faith

of the Treaty in question should not be deceived, I ask you tobe pleased to

render accessible to me the Documents on which you found your assertions ;,

‘to promote the perfect management of all which you may deem expedient to

be adopted in this respect; you remaining under the fullest conviction that my.

greatest glory is derived from the fulfilment of my obligations to His Imperial

Majesty. God preserve you.
(Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS.

Robert Hesketh, Esq.

Fourth Enclosure in No. 83.

Mr. Consul Hesheth to the President of the Province of Marankham.

Most Exce.tent anp Ittusrrious Sir,  Maranham, July 18, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s Let-

ter of to-day’s date, requesting that I should transmit to your Excellency

the Documents on which, in my Despatch of the 17th instant, I found an

assertion respecting the voyage of the Schooner * Nove de Marco.”

I have most respectfully to state to your Excellency, that my Declaration

was not founded on original Documents, but only on Copies of Documents,

which Copies were furmshed to me by the Ouvidor da Commarca, in conse-

quence of your Excellency’s orders.

The Documents themselves were never seen by me; and I presume must

still remain in the possession of the said ** Ouvidor.”

I have, &c. —

(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

Ils Eacellency Pedro Joxe da Costa Barros.

 

Fifth Enclosure in No. 383.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul- General Chamberlain.

Sir, Marankam, July 17, 1826.

-L HAVE the honour to enclose two Reports of the Case of the Schooner

« Nove de Margo,” forwarded to the Right Honourable the Principal Secre-

tary of State for Foreign Affairs, no opportunity of transmitting them to Rio

de Janeiro direct having occurred before this date: a

In connection with the occurrences respecting the Case of the “ Nove de

Margo,” I have to state that: my Clerk, Ignacio Veiga, who was sent on

board ot the Canoe “ Vencedora,” to ascertain whether any of the Negroes

landed from that Schooner were on board, and who performed that duty

faultlessly, has been proceeded against by the Consignee of the “ Novede

Marco.”
Do,

I beg leave to enclose a Copy of the Proceedings, in which it is asserted

that he went on board in a Military character, and by threats and force had

the hatches opened.
The true facts are stated in the Counter Protest; and from the falsehoods

of the Protest, will be discovered tae enmity produced by the step 1took.
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On the 11th instant, his Excellency the Presidlent sent for Mr.Veiga,
threatening him when there, for having gone on board the Canoe, asparti-
cularized in the enclosed Declaration.
My object in thus minutely stating these occurrences, is to put in a clear

point of view the feelings which actuate the Parties concerned in the “ Nove
de Marco.” .
But f trust that, with these explanations, you will not experience any diffi-

culty in putting in their true light, before the Brazilian Government, such
unfounded accusations; and in obtaining from that Government the adop-
tion of some measure to check the annoyances thus indirectly commenced
against inyself, but occasioning immediate inconvenience to Mr. Veiga, who
has not in this instance infringed any Law, but only performed his duty ; and
who has for a period of9 Years been of great utility to me, by his exemplary
activity and fidelity. I have, &e.
Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

 

No. 84.

Mr. Secretary Canning to Mr. Consul Hesketh.

Sir, foreign Office, September 23, 1826.
I HAVE received your Despatches of this Series, to the 19th of July last.
I highly approve of the proper zeal which you have shewn in watching

over, and endeavouring to prevent the infractions of the Treaties upon Slave-
trade, as instanced in the Case of the “ Nove de Marco.”

His Majesty’s Envoy to The Emperor of Brazil has been instructed to
support, at Rio de Janciro, the representations which you have made upon

 

this Case. ) Tam, &e.
Robert Hesketh, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING,

No. 85.

> Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.—-(Received Oct. 21.)

(Extract.) Maranham, August 19, 1826.
I HAD the honour to state in a Despatch of this Series, dated June 30,

1826, several circumstances connected with the distribution of theNegroes
brought by the Schooner “ Carolina,” whose freedom was decreed by the
competent Court; atthe same time remarking on their unfortunate situation.

I beg leave to state the following 3 Cases :—
The Negro who had been Caulker of the “Carolina,” and who was, with

9 others, sent by the Distributor’s Relation to a Plantation, fled from thence
and succeeded ih gaining my House where he stated that all the 10Negroes
had been hard worked in the field, and that their sole sustenance had been 3
pounds of boiled rice, between them all, in a Morning; this miserable allow-
‘ance being even denied to them on the Sundays, as they ‘did not work; and
thatthey were constantly flogged and told they were Slaves for 14 Years ; the
looks of the‘Negro proved the truth of bis declarations.

"Poe Carpenter of the “Carolina” also came to me to complain that he
was suffering, as-he evidently was, under a serious complaint in his eyes, and
that, although his Master “ Antonio Joze Guithon,” lived in the Town, no
Medical assistance was afforded to him. This ‘Negro I found spoke very
intelligible English, and on questioning him, he declared, that a Portuguese,
named “ Miranda,” had taken-him twice to London, and once’ to Barbadoes,
but that, he havirig died on returning to the Cape de Verd Islands, his Heirs
sent him by the“ Carolina” for sale in thisPorts although this Negro is
able to gain his livelihood, he also is working as a Slave for 14 Years.
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About 3 days ago a young woman, also one of the Negroes belonging to the

« Carolina,” was brought by a Person who declared that she had fled from her

Master “Joze Faria de Mattos,” and threatened to destroy herself if sent back.

The appearance of this wretched creature was most pitiable, being a perfect

skeleton, with ber back savagely cut by flogging, and in suchastate of exhaus-

tion that her voice was hardly audible. This peor Being declared that her

allowance of food was 3 ears of Indian corn per day, witha set task of carrying
a quantity of stones each day, and constant punishmentfornot being able to
complete it by dark.
“Not having any authority in these matters, Lsent each of the above 3

Negroes to the Distributing Judge, with the most guarded and respectful
- messages in their behalf.

L have to make known that the Schooner “ Carolina,” which wascondemned,

was lately put up at auction; she was bought for the original Owner at a

very low price; and sailed for Para, and I am positively assured that from Para

she will again proceed to the prohibited Ports in Africa for Slaves.

The Right Hon George Canning, — (Signed) ROBERT HESKETHL
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 86.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Oct. 21.)

(Extract.) Maranham, August 25, 1826.

1 REGRET that I have to complain of a second glaring infraction of the
Slave-trade Treaty, in direct opposition also to the existing Laws of this

Country.
I have the honour to enclose a Copy of the Despatch which I addressed on

this Case to His Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, detailing every

transaction which took ‘place respecting it, and reporting every particular of

the Brazilian Brig “ Pedro Primeiro,” the Vessel implicated, in this instance

of illegal Traffick in Slaves.
In that Despatch I have ventured to solicit for permission from the Govern-

ment of Brazil, to make any enquiry I may think fit, from the Custom-

House, or from the ChiefAuthority, on the arrival of Slave-vessels, respecting

their Passports, and the Negroes on board; at the same time stating why I

anticipate that, without such authority, the future obtainment ofcorrect infor-.

mation on those essential points, will be found very difficult, if not impracticable.

There has been, and will probably continue to be, an obstinate resolution

to procare, under all risks, Negroes from the Northward of the Line, they

meeting a readier sale, because found to endure, with less loss of life, greater

privations of proper care and food, and harder labour than those from the

Southward; so ttiat the chief inducement for committing such illegal acts, is

a most inhuman determination of profiting to the utmost by the physical con-

‘struction of those unfortunate beings. ,

[ also think it right to make known, that the Authorities here are disposed

to maintain, that, if-a Vessel arrive with a legal Passport, having, notwithstand-

ing, Negroes on board from the prohibited Latitudes, still that the presence

of such Negroes is not a sufficient cause to proceed against the Vessel, butfhat

to do so it is requisite to prove the act of taking the Negroes from such pro-

hibited Places. So that im requiring, by this erroneous interpretation of the

6th Article of the Convention of 28th July 1817, a proof that can never be

procured, a channel is opened forillicitimportation of Negroes, to be effected

by having in a cargo, those obtained illicitly, covered by a few belongingto the

Port specified in the Passport. | -

The Fught Hon. George ganins: (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH. |

&e.. &e. &. oe  
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First Enclosure in No. 86.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

(Extract.) Maranham, dugust 21, 1826,
I MUCH regret that I have to complain of the conduct of the ChiefAu-

thority in this Province, in openly countenancing a second most flagrant in-
fraction ofthe Slave-trade Treaties, by arbitrarily preventing the execution of
those Laws which punish such illegal acts.
The Brazilian Brig, “ Pedro Primeio,” Fozé da Silva, Master, belonging

to Fernando Jozé da Silva, of Para, arrived at this Port on the 13th instant 3
on the following day the Vessel was reported at the Custom-House from Ca.
binda, with 160 Slaves on board, and an Entry for Franquia, or Permission to
continue 8 days in Port, was made and signed.
The Master declared that the Vessel’s Passport was left at theSecretary’s

Office, and that'it was ‘dated Par’, March, 1824 ; he was desired to go for it,
but did not returnduring Custom-House hours.
These occurrences were witnessed by my Clerk, who remained at the

Custum-House until it was shut, after which time nothing further could
legally be done on that day.-
On knowing these transactions, I addressed to the President a Letter, the

Copy of which I have the honour to enclose, declaring therein, that the
“‘ Pedro Primeiro” was an illegal Slave-trader, and requiring that Judicial
Proceedings should be immediately instituted against her.

That Declaration was made so confidently, because I knew that all the
Slaves on board were from the Northward of the Line; that the Brig in ques-
tion had no regular Passport; that she belonged to the same Owners as the
“ Carolina ;” that both these Vessels left Park in 1824, and were in the West
Indies, from whence they proceeded to the Coast of Africa, where, under the
direction of Manoel Antonio de Silva Brandad, a notorious violator of the
Law, they continued trying to evade Cruizers, and infringe the Treaties ; and
I ascertained that this said Brandad was on board the “ Pedro Primeiro.” .
About6 o’Clock in the Afternoon, two hours after my Letter was left at theGoveriiment-House, I had convincing proofs of the conduct ‘his Excellency

‘the President was about to adopt, for I perceived that the “ Pedro Primeiro”
was unmooring, and a Government Boat along-side, with the Officer who
‘boards Vessels before their departure.

The «PedroPrimeiro” was outside this Port before day-light of the 15th in-
stant; his Excellency having, by allowing her to depart, without the least ~regard to my Representations, or even to the Laws and Regulations of thisPort; directlyprotected a most notorious infraction of the Treaty, andeffectuallyscreened these illicit Slave-dealers from the punishment which they deserved.About 9 o’Clock in the Morning of the 15th instant, I received'an Answer‘from his Excellency, a Copy of whichI also transmit.
At thé same time it is my duty not to omit assuring you, that his Excel-lency the President has hitherto always received my Letters, as soon as they

were left with the Aid-de-Camp.
Making, therefore,no further remark on that point, it will appear that,withoutany application from me, it was his Excellency’s naturalduty to havemade over to competent Judicial Investigation the Case of the Vessel in ques-tion, which had anchored in this Port with a Cargo ofNegroes, evidently all-from prohibited Parts in Africa, without having any legal Passport, or satis-factory Document whatever, to shew, respecting the Voyage. ~
His Excellency, however, allowed the Vessel tosail, even without any otthose Clearances which are required by Law, after a Vessel has once madeEntry “at the Custom-House. .
T have ascertained, most satisfactorily, that no water, provisions, anchor, erany thing whatever, was supplied to the“ Pedro Primeiro,” during her short.
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stay in this Port; so that it is evident the Vessel was brought here with the

sole object of landing her Cargo, but that, finding the execution of that pur-

pose attended with difficulty, if not risk, the next object was, at all hazards, -

to. protect from the punishment decreed by the Laws of the Country, the
Persons guilty of such illegal acts.

Being fully convinced that, by these Proceedings, the Slave-trade Treaty is
in this instance rendered nugatory; I addressed, on ‘the 17th instant, a
Letter to the President, a Copy of which I havealso thehonour to enclose.

It being stated that the “ Pedro Primeiro” sailed for Para, I gave every
particular respecting her to the Vice-Consul, by a departure this Morning.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH,

 

Second Enclosure in No. 86.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the ProvinceofMaranham.

Maranham, August 14, 1826.
Most Exce.Lent ann Ittustrious Sir,

A BRAZILIAN Brig, called the “* Pedro Primeiro,” Jacinto Joze da
Silva, Master, having arrived at this Port Yesterday with Slaves, and having
been this Morning reported at the Custom-House, as only touching here
on her Voyage to Para; I am called upon to acquaint your Excellency, that I
am possessed of information which induces me to declare that this Vessel’s
Voyage is not a legal one. My publick duty having required me to make this
communication to your Excellency, also forces me to solicit that your Excel
lency may be pleased to refer at once this Vessel’s Case to the proper Jtidicial
Authorities in this Port, that the Laws applicable to the infractions of the

 Slave-trade Treaties may be allowed to take their course.
I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.
His Excellency Pedro Joze da Costa Barros.

_ Third Enclosure in No. 86. (Translation.)

The President of the Province ofMaranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh.

Sir, Maranham, August 15, 1826.

IT may be half an hour since the Aide-de-Camp, Joad Carlos Machado,
who is on duty this Week, delivered to me the Letter you signed under
Yesterday’s date, and, on my asking him the reason why its delivery was de-
layed, he answered, that he received it from a non-commissioned Officer, and
that, as he knew I was unwell, and did not suppose the Letter of much
consequence, he deferred the delivery of it until to-day, which he did about
8 o'Clock this Morning, as is customary when the Bearer does not require
its immediate delivery.

I much regret not to be able to prevent the departure of the Brazilian
Brig “* Pedro Primeiro,” she having sailed early this Morning for Par’, the
Port of her destination, according to her Passport from Cabinda, in order that
I might satisfy you respecting your suspicions of her Voyage. Nevertheless,
it is to be presumed, that his Excellency the President of that. Province
will not omitdoing, on his part, all which behoves him to preserve unim-
peached the faith of those Treaties which we so much respect, and are so
anxious to attend to. Godpreserve you. oe

(Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA'COSTA BARROS.
Robert Hesketh, Esq. oe mo
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Fourth Enclosure-in No. 86.

Mr, Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Maranham.

Maranham, August 17, 1826.
Mosr Excentent anp In.usrrious Sir,

ON the !5th instant I had the honour to receive your Excellency’s reply
to my Letter, respecting the Brig “Pedro Primeiro,” which Letter was
dated the 14th instant, and delivered on that day about four o’Clock in the
Afternoon to a Serjeant, the only Person in the Saloon, where all the Let-
ters which I have had the honour to address to your Excellency have been
hitherto left.

It is with the most deep-felt regret that I state to your Excellency, that
the Case of the above-mentioned Vessel is a greater infraction of Treaty and
of Law than I could have supposed would ever have fallen to my lot to
complain of.

It becomes my duty now to report this Case to the proper Departments at
the respective Courts of Rio de Janeiro and of London, particularizing in that
Report all the extraordinary occurrences which took place, andprotestingagainst your Excellency. T have the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.
_ Lis Excellency Pedro Joxe da Costa Barros.

 

No. 87.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning--(Received Nov. 15.)

(Extract.) Maranham, September 15, 1826.
IN reference to my last Despatch of this Series, dated the 25th ultimorespecting the Brig “‘ Pedro Primeiro,” an illegal Slave-trader, I have nowto make known that this Vessel, instead of proceeding to Para, has been takeninto the Bay of Tury, on the confines of the neighbouring Province of Para,where the Slaves have been landed, contrary to all the Revenue Laws of thisCountry.
The fret of smuggling the Slaves into the District of Tury is an undeni-able confirmation of a total violation of the Law and Treaty affecting theCase.
The District of Tury being in the Province of Para, any application to thePresident of Maranham, in his Excellency’s present determination, would beonly attended with the declaration, that the offenders were beyond his Excel-lency’s Jurisdiction.
I therefore addressed the enclosed Despatches to the President of Para,and the British Vice Consul at that Port.
I shall communicate these events to His Majesty’s Consul-General at Riode Janeiro by the first opportunity.
I do not expect to receive an answer from Para before the middle ofOctober. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

The Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. &e. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 87,
Mr. Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Para.

Sir, Maranham,, Septeinber 1 1, 1826.
LA BRAZILIAN Brig, called the “Pedro Primeiro,” Jacinto Joze daSilya,Master, having arrived at this Port on the 13th ultimo, from the Coast of
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Africa with Slaves on board, and it being known to me that the voyage of

this Vessel was illegal, it became my duty to apply to his Excellency the

President of this Province, ¢alling his Excellency’s attention to that infrac-

tion of the Slave-trade Treaties.
For your Excellency’s information, I beg leave to enclose a Copy of the

Correspondence which took place on this Case, between his Excellency the

Most Illustrious Snr. Pedro Joze da Costa Barros and myself.

From that Correspondence your Excellency will learn, that the Brig

‘¢ Pedro Primeiro” left this Port, bound direct to that of Para, and also that

noneof the Slaves in question were landed here through the Custom-House,

nor any of the customary Duties paid. .

Iam this Morning informed that, instead of proceeding to Para, all the

Slaves have been landed at Tury from the Brig “ Pedro Primeiro.” As Tury

is within your Excellency’s Jurisdiction, | am transmitting to the British

Vice-Consul residing at the Seat of your Excellency’s Government, every par-

ticular of the information I have received respecting the proceedings at that

Place, with instructions to communicate the same to your Excellency.

From those Proceedings your Excellency will find that the Parties con-

cerned in them have retreated into the Province of Para, for the purpose of

committing there those violations of the Law, which they could’ not carry

mto effect in Maranham; but I am confident that this aggravated Case will,

on being thus brought under your Excellency’s observation, at once feel the

full weight of that energy and zeal which have always distinguished the

exercise of your Excellency’s high functions.
The publick duty of this Consulate extending to the Port of Para; and an

Official, and I may add serious report of the Case of the Brig “‘ Pedro Pri-

meiro” having been already transmitted‘to our respective Courts, I deem it a

duty of respect and attention towards your Excellency thus to address my-

self, independent of my Communications on the subject to the British Vice-

Consul at that Port. I have the honour to be, &e.
" (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

His Excellency Joxe Felix Pereira de Burgos.

Second Enclosure in No. 87.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Vice-Consul Hesketh.

Sir, Maranham, September 11, 1826.

In reference .to the contents.of ihe enclosed Copy of my Despatch, dated

19th ultimo, respecting the Brig “ Pedro Primeiro,” I have now. to acquaint

you, that this illegal Slave-trader has put into the Bay ofTury, instead of pro-

ceeding to Para, and all the Slaves have been landed there in the two follow-

ing Plantations, viz. in the Fazenda of Captain Joze Goncalves in Sao Joao,

either 20 or 40 Slaves, and in that of Bento Roque da Silva at Ponta Grossa,

the remainder of the Slaves.
As the District of Tury is under the Jurisdiction of the President of. Para, I

eannot here take any steps, but I have to call your attention to this infraction

of the Treaties, and also of the Custom-House Regulations ofthis Country,

and I doubt not that your representations to his Excellency the President

will be attended with success. I enclose a Despatch whichI addressed to his

Excellency on this subject, referring his Excellency to you for every parti-

cularofthis glaring instanceof disregard to al! Law, which Despatch you will

lose no-timein delivering. I also transmit enclosed a Maranham Newspaper,

in which is mentioned, in the last page, the report made here of the number of

Slaves on board the ‘* Pedro Primeiro,” but I doubt whether even the num-

ber reported was correct. I have the honour to be,

John Hesketh, Esq. . (Signed) - ROBERT HESKETH.  
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No. 88.

Mr. Consul Ilesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.-(Received Nov. 15.)

Str, Marankam, September 27, 1826.
I HAD yesterday the gratification to receive the Despatch, of the Slave-

trade Series, dated June 22, in which I am honoured with your most flat-
tering commendation for the manner in which I discharged my duty on the
arrival of the Schooner “ Carolina.”
The treatment experienced by the Negroes landed from that Vessel still

continues to be most cruel and shameful, these unfortunate Persons being
still Slaves under peculiar hardships. .

J have already reported their situation to His Majesty’s Consul-General at
Rio de Janeiro, and, in obedience to your Orders, shall, in repeating that Re-
port, detail at length the most effectual steps to remedy such abuses, trans-
mittinga Copy thereof according to your Instructions; and only now re-
marking, that those guilty of the past abuses of the Law ought to be severely
punished, and some respectable Person, independent of the Local Authorities,
authorized to act as Guardian or Superintendent ot the free Negroes.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

The Right Hon. George Canning,
&c. &ec. &c.

 

No. 89.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning—-(Received Dec. 22.)
(Extract.) Maranham, October 14, 1826.

HAVING, ina Despatch of this Series, dated Se tember 15, made known
the illegal manner in which the Slaves were landed on this Coast from the
Brig “ Pedro Primeiro,” I have now the honour further to state, in reference
to the said Despatch, that some of the Slaves in question were brought to this
City; and that, although every particular of this occurrence was detailed by
-me to his Excellency the President, soliciting redress for such transgressions,
nothing but an evasive answer was returned. ;
From the enclosed Copy of my Letter to his Excellency, every parti-

cular of this occurrence can be seen; and, by his Excellency’s Reply, it ap-pears that every step for the investigation of this affair is evaded. .
(Signed) RONGRT HESKETH.

The Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. &e. | &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 89.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to thePresident of the Province of Maranham.
-Mosr ExceL.ent anv Itiustrious Sir, Maranham, October 7, 1826.

THE Brig “ Pedro Primeiro,” vegarding which I have already had thehonour to correspond with your Excellency, was, I much regret to state,taken into the Bay of Tury, on her departure from hence, and the Slaveslanded on the Confines of the Province of Para, in defiance of all Law.
‘I have represented that proceeding to his Excellency the President ofPara,declaring it to be one as much at variance with the Laws of this Empire, aswith the Stipulations of the Slave-trade Treaties; and I enclose, for yourExcellency’s information, a Translation of that Representation.
Muchas I lament the determined disregard of Law manifested by thoseconcerned in the Brig “* Pedro Primeiro,” I equally regret that there should
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exist any necessity for soliciting your Excellency’s attention to proceedings

in this Port, notoriously connected with such illegal acts. The Slaves who

were clandestinely landed at Tury from the Brig “ Pedro Primeiro,” are now
beginning to appear in this City. By the Sumaca “ Leopoldina,” Joze da
Maia, Master, which arrived from Tury on the 4th instant, Fourteen of
those Slaves were brought, and reported as sick Negroes requiring medical

relief: but the fact is, that these 14 Negroes are all Cacheo Blacks, landed at

Tury from the said Brig; 5 of them were taken to the House of Antonio.

Martins da Silva; 1 to that of Manoel da Silva Povoas, and the remainder

were concealed by the said Masterinsome place of which I am ignorant. I

also fear that many others have been brought by the different Coasters occa-

- sionally arriving from the neighbourhood of Tury.
- Your Excellency being now in possession of every particular of my Repre-

sentation to Para, of the illegal proceedings at Tury, and of the name of the
Person who brought from thence some of the Negroes in question, will, I
doubt not, take the needful steps to give due course to the Laws which up-

hold the Stipulations of the Siave-tradeTreaties. .

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

His Excellency Pedro Joze da Costa Barros.

Second Enclosure in No. 89. (Translation)

The President of the Province of Maranham to Mr. Consul Hesketh.

Sir, Maranham, Octaber 9, 1826.

I HAVE before me the Letter which you addressed to me on the 7th

instant, respecting the affair of the Brig “ Pedro Primetro,” to which I have
to answer the following.

After highly praising your zeal in the discharge of your duty in that
respect, it behoves me to declare to you that, until the decision’ofthe first ques-

tion, whether or not those Slaves were obtained to the Northward of the

Line, we cannot proceed legally in their apprehension, because, the Master

of that Brig having prescnted at this Secretary’s Office a Passport from the-
Port of Cabinda, I do not suppose that any transgression has been committed

against the Law respeeting the Slave-trade Treaties, the expressletter of
the Law prohibiting the carrying on the Trade only to the Northward of
the Line. It is, nevertheless, possible, that that Passport may not be a true

one, but, as you have addressed his Excellency the President of the Province
of Parad, for which Quarter those Slaves were shipped, according to Docu-
ments, perhaps the Government of that Province may, by a greater perspt-

enity and sagacity, detect the imposture, which was not discovered here.

Reason, and the due administration of justice, therefore demand, that we

should wait the result of the Investigations at Pard, where the Brig and the

Master are at present, in order that, at sight of such Investigations, proceed-

ings may be instituted, without attacking the right of property guarantied by

the Constitution of the Empire.
I have already shewn to you, that I have the greatest respect for the.

Laws, and that I shall do all in my power that they be respected, without it

being for that purpose requisite that you should come forward to remind me.

God preserve you.

(Signed) PEDRO JOZE DA COSTA BARROS.

Robert Hesketh, Esq.  
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No. 90.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Dec. 22.)
Sir, - Maranham, October 28, 1826.

HAVING had the honour to make known in myDespatch of this Series,dated September 15th, that I had addressed the President of Para, lespectingthe illegal proceedings in that Province with the Negroes by the “ Pedro
Primeiro,” I now enclose a Translation of bis Excellency’s Answer.

I have also received from the British Vice-Consul at that Port, a full Reportof what. took place there respecting that Brig up to the 30th ultimo, a Copyot which Report I have the honour to enclose.
"It appears, that on Receipt of my Communications, the Vice-Consul hadinformation that the “Pedro Primeiro” was anchored in an unfrequented

Bay, and that he, with the Commander of His Majesty’s Ship “ Primrose,”obtained, at a Conference with the President, permission to detain, with theBoats of His Majesty’s Ship, the said Vessel.
The Officer-like and effectual manner in which that service was performed,natwithstanding the secret plans for the escape of the “ Pedro Primeiro,” wasnot sufficient to suppress the President’s dissatisfaction at the non-attendancein the Boats, of those Brazilian Officers, who were, in fact, too tardy in obeyinghis Excellency’s Orders; and who, after boarding the Vessel, made a mostextraordinary Statement respecting the evidence of che landing of the Negroes.The Case being now, however, in a regular aud formal courseofInvestiga-tion, I do not despair of the ultimate Condemnation of the “ Pedro Primeiro,”and the Emancipation of most of the Slaves brought by her from Africa.T beg leave to enclose a Copy of the Despatch which I am addressing onthis subject to His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro.

_ Ihave the honour to be, &e.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.&e. &e. &e.

 

First EnclosureitiNo. 90. (Translation.)

The President of the Province ofPara to Mr. Consul Hesketh.

Sir, Para, September 28, 1826.
'. BEING now, on the departure of the Schooner “ Carolina” for that Pro-vince, very much engaged in preparing for the Packet ‘ General Lecor,”destined to the Court of Rio de Janeiro, I am barely able to have the pleasureof communicating to you, thatI have received ‘your Letter of the 11th instant,respecting the Cargo of Slaves brought by the Brig “ Pedro Primetro” fromthe Port of Maranham.to this, and thatI,in consequence, took every measurewhich was in my power, communicating to you more particularly by theLand Post, all which has occurred in this respect, and [ suppose that theVice-Consul-in this Place will have made known to you the energy of myproceeding in such an affair. God preserve you,

: (Signed) JOSE FELIX PEREIRA DE BURGOS.Robert Hesketh, Esq.

 

Second. Enclosure in No. 90.

Mr. Vice-Consul Hesketh, to Mr.Consul Hesketh.

Str, Para; September 30, 1826.
I HEREIN enclose you a Copy of my Despatch, dated 12th instant, re-.“specting the Brig Pedro Primeira.”
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In reference thereto, I farther hand you a Copy of my Correspondence with

his Excellency the President, relative to Captain Vernon, of His Majesty’s

Ship the “ Primrose,” and the delay occasioned in his not transmitting earlier

to his Excellency the Papers belonging to the “ Pedro Primeiro.” .

J also enclose you Copies of the Correspondence: between Captain Vernon

and his Excellency, in which he amply vindicates all his proceedings.

I have now to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, dated 11th instant,

with its Enclosures.
The contents of the same have been duly communicated to his Excellency

the President of this Province, and I enclose Copies ofmy Correspondence
with him on the subject, by which you will perceive, that the matter has been

- referred to the Judicial Authority of this Province ; and as this Case is evi-

dently an infraction of the first Additional Article of the Convention of 28th

July 1817, signed at Lisbon the 15th day of March 1823, it will, no doubt,

come ultimately before the Mixed Court at Rio de Janeiro.
To prevent, therefore, any inconvenience arising from garbled Statements

going from hence to the Court of Rio de Janeiro, I have forwarded to His

Majesty’s Consul-General; Copies of wbat has transpired here, and, enclosed,

I have the honour of handing you a Copy of my Despatch to him.
I have the honour to be, &c.

Robert Hesketh, Esq. (Signed) JOHN HESKETH.

Second Enclosure (A.) in No. 90.

Mr. Vice-Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul Hesketh.

Sir, _ Para, September 12, 1826.

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the

19th ultimo, with its Enclosure, relating to the Case of the Brazilian Brig
the * Pedro Primeiro.”

In answer thereto, I have the lhonour-to state, that upon receipt of the same,

I immediately repaired on board His Majesty’s Ship “ Primrose,” which

Vessel arrived here on the 2d instant, in consequence of ny Despatch of May

8th, to the Commander-in-Chief of His Majesty’s Naval Forces at Barbadoes,

of whichI have had the honour of transmitting you a Copy, and communicated

the contents to the Commander, Octavius Vernon, Esq., adding at the same

time, that I had received through private channels, certain information, that

the Vessel in question was then at anchor in the Bay of Santo Antonio, half

a tide from the City, and that she intended to land, or had landed, the Slaves,

As it did not come under the line of his Instructions to seize a Vessel so

circumstanced, it was mutually agreed between us to wait, conjointly, on his

Excellency the President, in person, and that Captain Vernon should commu-

nicate the suspicious cireumstances under which she was met with at the

entrance of this River, as corroborating the information I then gave, at the

same time politely offering his services in detecting such a scandalous intringe-

nent of the Treaty. : oo,

These offers were immediately accepted by his Excellency, who, in the most

unqualified manner, authorized Captain Vernon to act in the best way that his

judgment pointed out for the good of the service, offering a Pilot and every

assistance to that end. . oo

The consequence was, that the Boats belonging to His Majesty’s Ship

“ Primrose” took possession of the said Brig “Pedro Primeiro” the same day,

the 4th instant, and on the following she was brought up to the Anchorage off

this City, and finally delivered up to the Brazilian Government, with her Pa-

pers, for Adjudication.
It is proper to observe that, on taking possession of the said Brig, neither

the Master nor any Slaves were found on board, nor were any Documents
found but her Log-Book and Fort-Pass from Maranham, and some very



146 . Brazit.,

old-dated Papers. The disembarcation of the Slaves by Captain Vernoi’sReport, appeared to have been effected immediately previous to the capturingof her, ——
I accordingly addressed a Letter to his Excelleney, a Copy of which Ihave the honour to.transmit you herein, and I shall further hand you par-ticulars of what mayyet transpire on this affair.
T cannot conclude this, without expressing my thanks for the zeal and ac-tivity evinced by Captain Vernon,and the Officers and Men under his com-.toand, to whose prompt measures the success of this expedition is ealely tobe ascribed, and particularly so as information had been brought me, that theBrig intended to weigh anchor that very tide, and quit the River:

I have the honour to be, &e. |Robert Hesketh, L£sq. (Signed)’ JOHN HESKETH.

 

Second Enclosure (B.) in No. 99,

Mr. Vice-Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Para.

Para, September 5, 1826.Mosr ExceLLenr anp Iuuusrrious Sir,
IN compliance with the permission which your Excellency was pleased togive yesterday, to the Commander of His Majesty’s Ship “ Primrose,” to as-sist with the Ship’s Boats in bringing to this City the Brazilian Brig “ PedroPrimero,” suspected of being concerned in illicit Slave-trade, I have the‘honour to acquaint your Excellency that the said Brig is now anchored inthis Port.
‘The information which was received respecting this matter from HisBritannick Majesty’s Consul at Maranham, has been in a mannerverified,because no Slaves were found on board that Vessel, although 160 were re-ported at Maranham,
I therefore solicit that your Excellency may be pleased to investigate thisCase, and the fact of the landingofSlaves, since the departure from Maranham,I have the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) JOHN HESKETH.His Excellency Foxe Felix Pereira de Burgos.

 

Second Enclosure (C.) in No. 90. (Translation.)

The President of the Province of Para to Mr. Vice-Consud Hesketh.

_ Sir, . Para, September 5, 1826.
WHEN you yesterday presented yourself to me with theRepresentationsmade by the British Consul at Maranham, to the President of thatProvince,and with the Answer from the latter,Iwas perhaps led by the sincerity of mycharacter, in matters concerning the guarantee of Treaties with Nations, theAllies of this Empire, and elevated by an excess of austerity in the justifi-cationofthat character, to forget that it was not very behtting to charge otherswith the duty of detaining the Vessel which you told me was anchored in theBay of Saint Antonio, and which you knew was the one declared in the saidRepresentationsof the Consul at Maranliam, to have-on board Slaves obtainedfrom * orts prohibited by the Treaties, it being my right, as President of thisProviuce, particularly to have ordained steps for that purpose, when it was clearto me the Vessel the “« Pedro Primeiro” was the property of Brazilian Sub-jects. However,I could never expect that the British Officers, wio were onlycharged -according to my Orders with the service of ascertaining whetherSlaves were brought and preventing their departure, should go the length of
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seizing Papers, which have not, up to this date, been delivered to me; arid

which I demand of right, as the first Authority who ought to examine them,

and transmit them to the competent Judge, it it be requisite to take judicial

cognizance of them.
[ cannot also help remarking, that a Vessel leaving this City should be.

forced to submit to be boarded in sight of the Forts by the Boats returning

witb ‘the British Officers from the said Brig “ Pedro Primeiro,” and this, al-

though there was on-board the Vessel an Officer of the Brazilian Navy, who,
according to the Order I gave the Intendant, ought to have accompanied the

Officers of the British Navy, but who did not, in consequence of the non-

execution of my Order. .

It is therefore my duty to acquaint you, that 1 am waiting for the Papers

which I have claimed, and that I am about sending a National Guard and
Officers on board the Brig, the British Officers who may be there then retir-

ing, and that the Brig ought to be brought to the customary Anchorage:

you being at liberty to adopt the steps which are lawful amongst Nations,

and in which I shall co-operate as the principal Representative of His Impe-

rial Majesty iu this Province, and it being your duty to make this much known

to the Commander of the British Sloop of War.—
_ God preserve you,

(Signed) JOZE FELIX PEREIRA DE BURGOS.
John Hesketh, Esq. .

 

Second Enclosure (D.) in No. 90.

Mr, Vice-Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Para.

Para, September 5, 1826.
Most Exce.tent AND Itiustrious Sir,

AFTER closing the Letter which I had this day the honour of address-

ing to your Excellency, I received one from. your Excellencyofthe. same date.

In answer, I have to acquaint your Excellency, that the Commander of His
Britannick Majesty’s Ship ‘‘ Primrose” took charge of the Papers belonging

to the Brazilian Brig “ Pedro Primeiro,” io order to transmit them to your

Excellency according to his duty, and that he could not comply with that

duty sooner, not having a Person who could write the Portuguese Language.
In the mean time he is ready to acquaint your Excellency personally with

all your Excellency may wish to know.
I have the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) JOHN HESKETH.
His Excellency Joze Felix Pereira de Burgos.

Second Enclosure {E.)in No. 90.

Captain Vernon to the President of the Prowince of Para.

His Britannick Majesty's Ship “Primrose,”
a Pard, September 5, 1826. .

Most Exce,uent AND In.usrrious Sir,

1 HAVE the honour to inform you, that the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship
under my command, were dispatched yesterday Afternoon, (with the sare~
tion and authority of your Excellency) to the Bay of St. Antonio, to detain

and secure the Brazilian Brig «Pedro Primeiro” upon official information
received from His Britannick Majesty’s Consul, of the above-named Brig’s
being then actually engaged in the illicit Traffick in Slaves. The Papers from
Maranham,containing the notice of it, and relating the particulars, have been  
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already laid before your Excellency,which, at the same time, is all strougly
eqrroborated by .a variety of highly Suspicious circumstances, coming.within
myown knowledge and-observation, andof whick Iapprised your Excelléney,
_I have now to. report: that the “Pedro Primeiro” was taken, possession of,

agreeably to my instructions, andbrought up to this-Anchorage this Morning.
I beg leavetotransmit herewiththe whole,ofthe Papers that were taken from

on bgard of ber, for your Excelleney’s inspection; and to reportthat no Slaves
were found on board, but to all a pearatice had been: just previously landed 4
and indeed we have information to that effect, that part were landed _ prévidus
to, her arriyal. in, this-River, andthe remainder in the Bay of Santo Antonio,,
TheMaster of. the ‘Vessel has not appeared, and. the fact ofhis absconding
is strong presumptive evidence of guilt, had we nonemore decisive. ot have
new to request to know what your Excellency’s pleasure iswith regard to her,
consideringitmy duty to surrender her up to whosvever you maydeem fit to.
take-chargeof her,till in.due course the Case may be brought to trial, andad-
jugded by the. competent, Judicial Authorities: in case of Condemnatisn,
of which it appears to me there canbe little orno doubt, reserving,in belialf
of the Officers and Crew of HisBritennick Majestys Ship, caines Seizors
to a,moiety ofthe Nett Proceeds. I have the honour to he, &e. -

nn a (Signed)  OCTAVIUS VERNON.
Lies Excellency Joze Felix Pereira de Burgos.

 

Second Enclosure (F.) inNo, go. (Translation.)

The Presidentof theProvince of Para to Captain Vernon.

“Sar, — Para, September 5, 1826.
I HAVE received your Letter of this day’s date, together with another

from -the British~-Vice Consal;from -whiom required, in my Letter of this
day, the Papers belonging to the-Brazilian, Brig. « Pedro Primeiro,”. from
Meranhatn, which Papers were seized by your Officers without my authority
to do s0,-or to take possession, andplace. guards on board of her, she being at
anchor within the “Primeiras Vigias,” with the BrazilianColoursflying. *

~ All: that was ‘permitted in the Conference with youand the Vice Consul;
was only thather departure’ should be prevented, wishing in this manfrer'to:
prove thegood faith with-which the Presidents in this Empiré guaranty the
Treaties existing between Gréat Britain and the Brazil, particularly after’E
saw: the second Letter which the Consul atMaranhamaddressed to the Presi~
dent there, in which his Excellency is made responsible before His Imperial:Majesty, although the President, in‘ the answer to the said Consul’s first Let-
ter, alleged that, by unforeseen events,. it liad been'impossible to detain the:said Vessel for the purpose of exainination, but that being bound to this City,her proper Portof discharge, tte doubted‘notthat I, as President of theProvince, would make.every examination. I .

Therefore, whether theVessel be or not judged as coming from a’‘prohibited:Port, I can, never allow the halt of the Proceeds, which you claim for theOfficers of His Britannick Majesty’s Ship, because I’ rnade no agreementwhen, by a mere excess of frankness, I allowed that her departure should beprevented, supposing: that, as you werealsozealous in maintaining’ the saidTreaties, you and. the Vice Consul had voluntarily:presented yourselves,wishing to witness byyour Officersthe Catgo of that Vessel, it being impos-sible thatI could congeive a’ Commander of a Foreign Vessel could Rave anyother object in addressing himself.to tne ‘upon such an affair. Indeed, so-much’ so that I ordered; through the Marine ‘Intendant, National: Naval' Officers, to examing thesafy Vessel, and they were the same-to whom, in inyabove-quoted Despatch to the Vice Consul allude, asimproperly overhauledby the. British Officers. I trad“also another object 1n:- that ‘step, which was,that at no time either theBritish Cousul-at Maranham, tne Vice-Consul heré;
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yourself, or any British Subject whatever, should persuade himself that the

PresidentsofHis Imperial Majesty sanction such illicit Tratfick. It is also evi-

dent that I have no right to permit that Prizes should be made wader the Na

tional Forts,where even Foreign Vessels cannot be taken by Vessels of other

Friendly Natiotis. How much more does the seizure of a Vessel belonging to a

Brazilian Subject, and which had no appearance of being about.to depart, being

within the “ Primeiras Vigias” with a Passport for this City, belong to this

Nation; and it is so true that this Vessel was not ready to depart, that the

Master was not on beard, without that circumstance being a necessary conse-

quence of motives of dread, but because he came for some assistance, for had it

been from dread, he would never have anchored in such an exposed Place.

There is farther to observe, in attention to this conjecture, that from the

Document furnished by the Naval Officer I sent for the purpose of examina=

tion on board, it appears that there are not any indications of Slaves having

been on board, as also appears from the Papers taken by your Officers, which

were transmitted by you. ;
It remains for me to inform you, that the Brig must be given up to the Na-

tional Guard 1 am sending for the purpose, and that the Papers will be trans~

mitted to the competent Judge. God preserve you.

(Signed) JOZE FELIX PEREIRA DEBURGOS. |

Captan Vernon, Commander of.

H. B. M. Sloop-of-War “ Primrose.”

 

Second Enclosure (G.) in No. 90.

Captain Vernon to the President ofthe Previnceof Para.

. H. B. M.S.“ Primrose,” Para, Sept. 6, 1826:

Most ExcetLent anp In.usrerous Sir, oO .

HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt uf your Excellency’s Let-

ter of yesterday’s date, and in reply thereto, I feel it quite incumbent upon

me to trouble you at some length, far above what I coufd wish. It is the first.

part of your Excellency’s Letter alone which requires my: more immediate

notice and observations thereon, and it is with feelings of considerable -sur-

prise and regret that I find the tenour of it so widely different from.what I had

certainly every reason to expect. [had flattered myself that the prompt and

successful execution of the service which your Excellency did me the honour”

to entrust to me, given in the most ready, handsome and most friendly man-

ner; the fultest and strictly unqualified power‘toperform it in any way I might

deem most effectual and advisable; would have been followed by some ex

pression at least of approbation, if not thanks. But on the contrary, to my.

utter astonishment, your Excellency, ina very different spiritfrown what: could

have possibly anticipated, ratherexpresses displeasure, and charges the Officers

of His Britannick Majesty’s Ship with having exceeded the authority granted:

it gives rise to feelings which I shall refrain from expressing’; but it becomes

necessary that I should examine these charges: in detail; and explain and vin-

dicate their conduct, which I beg to say has my fullest approbation, and merits

mywarmest thanks, for their zeal and activity; and correct discharge oftheir

duty; excepting, however, the Case of the Schooner, which your Excellency

justly notices in your Letter. to the Vice Consul, and which Iam most.

‘anxious to assure you I myself considered in the same light: it accordingly

met my displeasure, and I censured the conduct of the Officer on thatoccasion,

who unfortunatelywas thoughtlessly led away. by a.mistaken zeal in the sere .

vice in which he was engaged. I deeply regret this ‘circumstance, anxiously

desirous that nothing should occur to interrupt or: wéaken the cordiality and ;

harmonyhappily existing sostrongly between: the two Nations. ee

~ I must now call to your Excellency’s mind, that, in the conference that

the Vice Consul.and myself had the honour, of having with you,I was given  
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te understand, most explicitly and decidedly, that I not only had your
Excellency’s most pertect and full sanction, permission, and authority, to pro-
ceed as I thought best, in the Ship, or by Boats, to detain and secure the “ Pe-
dro Primeiro,” but also any assistance was offered in case of my requiring it.
Upon which I thanked your Excellency, and replied, all I'wished was a
Pilot to bring her up-to the City, which you most kindly im mediately ordered,
asking where he should be sent to. But I most positively declare that it
never was intimated to me at all, that any Brazilian Officer was to accompany
our Boats, nor even a Pilot, excepting by my wish, and the circumstance of
his not going with them arose from his coming on board so late, half an hour
aiter our Boats had left, which I assured him that [lamented exccedingly; that
I had unfortunately no other Boat fit to send, but that if one could be pro-
cured on Shore, T would send men. The reason of my being unwilling to
detain the Boats longer, was, that I felt assured the Brig would receive intorma-
tion of our intentions, so as either to prepare for a defence, oravail herselfof the
latter part of the ebb tide to drop lower down the River, and thereby effect an
escape. It will appear I was amply justified in the above conclusion, for the
fact was, that.a Canoe started express from the City half an hour previous to
our Boats, carrying information to her, but was aljticipated and overtaken. by
the activity and exertion of my Officers and their Boats’ Crews. I now come
to notice the stress your Excellency lays upon the Officer commanding the
Boats possessing himself of the Brig’s Papers without your authority, and also
his placing Sentinels on board her. I must observe that had he so far forgot-
ten himself as to neglect that duty, which I confidently state is universally
considered by all Maritime Nations to be of the first and most paramount
importance in every Case of detention, he would have been deserving of the
most severe censure.

Moreover, I have to inform you, that my positive Instructions with which I
am furnished, as agreed upon by Treaty between the Brazilian and British
Governments, strictly require that, on detaining any Vessel, the Captains shall
secure and take charge of the Papers, for subsequent delivery to the proper
Authorities and Tribunals. At the same time we are instructed, that every
care and diligence shall be taken, that nothing on board is to be injured or
taken away. For which purpose I submit that it is essential, and the practice
in.every.Case, to insure this,.to place Sentinels, which was accordingly done,
not supposing it would be construed into disrespect to the Brazilian Flag.
With respect to her offering resistance, it is ‘impossible to say whether she
would have attempted any or not had we not been too expeditious to allow her
any time for preparation.
L do hope, on consideration, your Excellency will see and admit that it was

manifestly for the benefit of. the Brazilian Government, as well as bein incompliance with. my Orders, and the general practice of all Nations, that thestrictest care shonld be taken of all Papers found on board, on the detention of
a Vessel, to. guard against accidental loss or wilful destruction. On thesegrounds alone were the Papers of the “ Pedro Primeiro” taken and conveyed tome, to enable me to transmit them to your Excellency; in so doing I much
regret.that there was some unavoidable delay, arising from the difficulty ofgetiing my Leiter translated, so that your Letter on the subject had reached
the. Vice Consul previous to the forwarding of mine.
Your Excelléncy, I am sure, cannot but do me the justice to acknowledge,that in no way, norby any expression, was the power and authority you werekind enough to grant me limited or qualified ; that it extended to the positivedetention of the Brig. What followed was clearly a matter of course, therehaving been no. deviation from our Laws and Customs in such Cases, It couldnot be expected thatIshould possibly know whether or not your Excellencycould invest me with the power and authority you did. But having receivedsuch, it only remained to me faithfully and quickly to act upon it; which Jtrust.I did, though I regret that, in return, I should experience your dissatis-faction; still less it beeame me to point out that Brazilian Officers aloneshould have undertaken the service. I cannot but most sincerely lament
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that any feelings of jealousy should have been excited on this occasion, on

which but one feeling ought to exist between and unite us, dictated by duty

and humanity, an anxious desire and zealous co-operation to bring to yustice

every Violator of the Laws of his Country. With regard to what I said, as to

a share in the Proceeds in case of Condemnation, I only fulfilled my bounden

duty towards the Offreers and Men under my command. It appeared to me

to be a Case that, beyond doubt, would have to be brought to trial before the

Mixed Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro, in which case a moiety would be

adjudged to the British Government, but if your Excellency thinks fit, upon

your own responsibility, to have it tried in the Courts of this Province, it alters

the case, and no remuneration for their trouble and exertions can be claimed

- or looked for. 1 cannot conceal my surprize that your Excellency should

have any doubt as to the “ Pedro Primeiro’s” having had Slaves on board,

for it is distinctly stated in her Log, and officially known, that 160 were ac-

tually reported at Maranham and not there landed. Further, from the confes-

sion of some of the Crew on board of her, that they have been since landed in

art on the Coast, and the remainder in this River. |

Under these circumstances she never could have ventured to anehor here,

and I fecl confident that she would not have remained one hour longer in the

Bay of Santo Antonio than she could avoid, and. that, having unfortunately

succeeded in landing her Slaves, she was solely detained by the want of an

anchor and some provisions, which were on their way down to her at the same

time our Boats were proceeding to detain her. Moreover, the Pilot, Correia,

was engaged to take her out. It cannot, in conclusion, escape your Excel-

lency’s notice, that the want alone of a regular Passport renders her voyage

illegal, which, according to the information from His Britannick Majesty's

Coasul at Maranham, she cannot produce. |

In short, considering it altogether so gross an infraction of the Slave Treaty,

I do hope and rest assured, that your Excellency will ultimately view it in the

same light, and proceed against all the Parties concerned, with the utmost

rigour of the Law. ‘I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) OCTAVIUS VERNON.

H. E. Jose Feliz Pereira deBurgos,

 

Second Enclosure (H.) in No. 90.

Mr. Fice-Consul Hesketh to the President of the Province of Pard.

Pard, September 16, 1826.

Most ExceLLent anp ILiustrrious Sir,

I HAD the honour to address a Letter to your Exeellency on the 5th

instant, making known the arrival of the Brig “ Pedro Primeiro” at her

Anchorage in this city.

At the same time I acquainted your Excellency that the information re-

ceived from His Britannick Majesty’s Consul at Maranham was in some mea-

sure verified by the fact of no Slaves being found on board that Vessel, and

Lasked your Execllency to be pleased to investigate this matter, and the

landing of the Slaves after her departure froia Maranham. 4

I have now to acquaint your Excellency that I have this day intelligence

from His Britannick Majesty’s Consul at Maranham,that the said Slaves

were landed at Tury. pe oe

Your Excellency willperceive that, independent of an infraction, ofthe

Treaties, there is an outrage on the Custom-House Regulations of this

Country, and I feel convinced your Excellency will not allowto pass un-

noticed such a direct transgression ofthe Laws,-  
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I shall have the greatest satisfaction to know the result of your Excel-
lency’s determination, respecting the important objects, which it has been
my lat to place before your Excellency.

i have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) JOHN HESKETH.
ths Excellency Joze Felix Pereira de Burgos.

‘Second Enclosure (1.) in No. 90. (Translation.)

The President of the Province of Purd to Mr. Vice-Consul Hesketh.

Str, Pardé, September 17, 1826.
I HAVE received your Despatches, dated the 5th and 16th instant, the

latter accompanied with that from His Britannick Majesty’s Consul in Ma-
ranham, to whom I shall reply by the first opportunity,
In the mean time I assure you, and the same you can communicate to the

said Consul, that I have, under this day’s date, dispatched from this Secretary
to all the Towns on the Coast, decisive Orders'addressed to the Civil and
Military Authorities, making them responsible for a legal Investigation of
every matter relating to the suspicions and indications which you inform me
you have of the smugglingofthe Slaves, which you say were destined for
this City, on board the Brazilian Brig “ Pedro Primeiro,” from Ports where

‘such a Traffick is prohibited by the Treaties; and that in case such Slaves
are found or heard of, to remit the proofs to the “ Ouvidoria Geral” of this.
District, in order that the competent Judge to examine into such Contra-
band, may proceed in the manner [ have ordained in my Despatches, dated
the 4th and 9th instant, Copies of which I transmit, in order that you may
be informed of all the steps I have taken in this matter, and that it is to the
said Judge, to whom I have, as the competent Authority, directed every Paper
and Order respecting this affair, that’ you ought to address yourself for any
Judicial acts which you as a Person interested’ in such Matters may deem
requisite. God preserve you,

(Signed) JOZE FELIX PEREIRA DE BURGOS.
John Hesketh, Esq.

 

Second Enclosure (J.) in No. 90. (Translation.)

‘The President of the Province of Pard to Doctor Ferreira.

Pard, September 4, 1826.
THE British Publick Agent in this City, Mr. Hesketh, having informedme, that he had intelligence, that in the Bay of Saint Antonio, there wasa Brigat anchor, which he was told had Slaves on board, obtained from Ports wheresuch a Traffick is prohibited by Treaty between Portugal and Great Britain,and other Nations, amongst whom Brazil is also included ; and the said Vice-Consul having also shewn me the Correspondence which took place betweenthe British Consul and his Excellency the President in the Province of Ma-ranham, from which it is seen that the Brig “« Pedro Primeiro” entered thatPort not having a legal Passport to come from such prohibited Places, andultimately departed unexpectedly for this City, where she was bound accord-ing to her Passport, and this before her departure could be prevented by thePresident of that Province, in virtue of the Declaration andInformationofthesaid Consul; requesting theretore that I should allow the Commander of HisBritannickMajesty’sSloop ofWar “ Primrose,” thenin this Port to goin searchot her, I not only promised every assistance required for this service, but also



Braziu. 153

assured: him. that I should on my part do every thing that was requisite, and

accordingly procured ‘a Pilot-and a-Naval Officer, to-proceed-in the Boats of.

His Britannick Majesty’s Ship ‘to capture the said-Brig, ordering you under

the heaviestresponsibility to take every’ step. in-your. offieial.duty; not only

as Magistrate of the Police, but also as Superintendent of Contraband, in

order to”preventas well the breaking and infringement of the said Treaties,

as also most particularly to prevent frauds on the Revenue of the Imperial

Treasury, even though the Slaves should come fromPorts not prohibited, so

that the contagion of any disease.they may bring should be presented.
God preserve yqu,

(Signed) § JOZE FELIX PEREIRA DE BURGOS.

Doctor Joaquim Mariano Ferreira; ~
Ouvidor pela Ley.
 

~ Second Enclosure (K.) in No-90. | (Translation.)

The President af the Province of Para to. Doctor Ferreira.

Para, September9, 1826.

I TRANSMIT -to you a Nautical Journal, or Diary, also’'a Pass for the.

Fort in the Port of Maranham, signed by his Excellency the Presidentof that:

Province, and another signed. by the Provisional Junta of this City, onthe.

16th. January 1824; likewise.a Letter from the Chief Health Officer, ad:

interim, Joao Bento Rodrigues Fernandes, dated 28th August 1825; lhkewise

a Muster-Roll signed by Antonio Marques da Costa Soares, Secretary of the

Government at the Cape de Verd,tlie whole belonging to the Brazilian Brig:

« Pedro Primeiro,” which was found anchored in the Bay of Saint Antongo,

in a Gulf of the River of this Capital, andwhere she wasimproperly searched

by the Officers of. His Britannick Majesty’sSloop-of-War “ Primrose,” and

seized, by abusing the simple authority I gave’theCommander of that Sloop-

of-War, which was merely to prevent the departure of the said Brig, while I

took every requisite step in my power to investigate exactly, according to: the

legal forms, the Cargo on board,proceeding according to the Laws of the

Empire in the event offinding on board Slaves from Ports prohibited by

"Treaties between Brazil and other Nations,‘or of its being shewn that frauds

had been committed. You will, therefore, proceed in conformitytomy first

Despatch, dated 4th instant, in all examinations respecting such objects, to

_ the end that the legality or fraud of such Papers may be verified, as well as-

the truth whether or not the said Vessel came from the prohibited Ports, and

whether ‘she can be ultimately given up to her Owiers, or to the Fiscal if the

Case and the Laws so determine, it being your duty to facilitate to the Owner

or Owners their just right. in all suchmatters, until the final Sentence or

Decision, continuing under the conviction, that no Individualof the said Sloop-

of:War is entitled under any principle, or in any case whatever, to any part of

the said Vessel, her Cargo, or Proceeds; in, 90 much as I, only: wishing

to. shew the good: faith with’ which Land the President of -Maranham.

sustain, on the part of ' His Imperial, Majesty; - jn. our respective Pro-.

vinces, the immunity 6f the said ‘Lreatjes, did allow the British-Agent, and

the Commander of the said Sloop-of-War, if they wished : themselves to.

prevent the departure,of that Vessél, they having: also acquainted. me. .of

her appearance and anchoring in the said Bay, after shewing. me theCommu-_

nications of the British Consul in Maranham to the President, and the Answer.

of the latter, whom the said Consul attempts to make responsible to His:

Imperial Majesty for having allowed that the said Brig should proceed from,

that Port to this, notwithstandingthe reason given. You ought to -be further=-.

more informed, that the British Officers having, in an arbitrarymanner,placed

Guards onboard the said Brig ‘‘ Pedro Primeiro”’ in consequence of the-reasons

before stated, a short time after doing so, the Second: Lictenantof the

Imperial and National Navy, Francisco: Joze de Mello, and the Scrivener of.

" 39  
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the Intendant’s Office, Manoel Caetano Prestes, were both present on the spot,
and I also transmit an account of what they observed, in conformity with myOrders, and the Despatch addressed to the Intendant of Marine on the 4th in-stant. And the said Brig with her Crew having been ultimately conducted andbrought to this Anchorage by the British Guard, I communicated all this tothe Commander of the Sloop-of-War, expressing my surprize at all the aciswhich surpassed my intention, and directing him to order that the saidBrig,the Crew and every ‘thing onboard, should be delivered to the MilitaryNational Guard of the First Lieutenant of Artillery, Joze Maria de Campos, aCorporal and 12Soldiers, the British Guard then retiring; all which was fultilled,From that timé the said Lieutenant of Artillery had my orders not to allowany Person or thing to leave the said Brig, until you should send through meany orders. It is, therefore, understood, that the said Brig, and all which isin her, is from this time at your disposal, until the final Judicial Decisions uponthe said objects.

It behoves me finally to inform
the Commander of the British SI
of Saint Antonio, in another part
appears that there were no indicat

you, that, ina Despatch addressed to me by
oop-of-War, I am informed that in the Bay
of the Coast, Slaves were landed, although it
ions of such proceedings, from the Declara-tion of the Brazilian Naval Officer, or from the enclosed Papers. You will,therefore, address yourself officially to those Quarters, or adopt any othercourse you may deem best, reques

requisite for the better fulfilment
ting from me every assistance you may think
of all that I, in this respect, intrust to you,under the greatest responsibility of the Laws, acquainting me finally with theultimate result of this affair, in order, that, if necessary, I may communicate itto His Imperial Majesty. I also requiring from you forthwith the acknow-ledgment of this Despatch and its Enclosures, God preserve you,

(Signed) JOZE FELIX PEREIRA DE BURGOS.
Doctor Joaquim Mariano Ferreira, Ouvidor pela Ley.

 

Second Enc

Mr. Vice-Consul Hesketh

Sir,

losure (L.) in No. go.

to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

Pard, September 26, 1826.
AS the Case of the Brazilian Brig, the “ Pedro Primeiro,” will no doubtspeedily cometo the knowledge of His Majesty’s and the Brazilian Govern-ment, respectively, and-as inconvenience may arise from garbled Statementsbeing sent from hence to the Cou

deemed it advisable to transmit
pired here with regard to the sam

rt of Rio de Janeiro on the subject, I have
to you full particulars of what has trans~e.

I have the honour to transmit you Copy ofa Despatch, and its Enclosure,received from HisMajesty's Consul at Maranham, communicating the firstintelligence of the said Brig “ Pedro Primeiro’s” being concerned in the illicitTraffick in Slaves, and what had
I forwardyou also Copy of my

its Enclosure, by which you will

transpired there on the subject.
Despatch to the Consul at Maranham, and
perceive that the said Brig was, under ‘thesanction and authority of his Excellency the President of this Province, seizedin the Bay of Saint Antonio, in this River, by the Boats of His Majesty'sShip the “ Primrose,” under the command of Octavius Vernon, Esq. andbrought up to the Anchorage off this City, and finally delivered up to ¢he2Brazilian Government, with her Papers, for Adjudication:—Also the Correspondence between his Excetlency the President and myselfrelative to Captain Vernon, and the delay occasioned in bis not transmittingearlier to hisExcellency the Papers belonging to the Brig “ Pedro Primeiro.”-—Copies of the Correspondence between Captain Vernon and his Excellency

Copy of aDespatch from His Majesty’s Consul at Maranham, dated Sep-tember 11, 1826; giving further particulars of the Brig “ Pedro Primeiro."—
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And Copy of my Correspondence with his Excellency the President, by

which you will be informed of the matter’s being finally referred to the Judi-

cial Authorities of this Province.
‘It is needless for me at present to enter upon any comment on the subject,

as you will better see the bearings of the Case by the perusal of the Documents

herein transmitted you. I have the honour to be, &e.

Henry Chambertain, £9. (Signed) JOHN HESKETH.

Third Enclosure in No. 90.

Hv. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.

(Extract.) Maranham, October 28, 1826.

IN reference to my Despatch, dated August 21st, a Duplicate of which I

now transmit, with its Enclosures, I have farther to state that the Brig

“ Pedro Primeiro,” on jeaving this Port, proceeded to the Bay of Tury, on

the confines of the Province of Paré, where the Slaves were landed clandes-

tinely.
This transgression indaced me to address, on the 11th ultimo, the Presi-

dent of Pard, as well as the British Vice-Consul at that Port, and I beg leave

to enclose Copies of both those Despatches.

Having afterwards information that some of the Negroes had been brought

into this City, I again addressed the President of this Province; but his Ex-

cellency only returned an evasive answer, and furnished another proof of that

conduct of which I have so frequently complained, in matters connected with

the execution of the Slave-trade Treaties, ,

I beg leave to refer to the enclosed Copy of a Report I made of the occur-

rence, on the 14th instant, to Mr. Secretary Canning.

So far, every circumstance in this Port, concerning the Brig “ Pedro Pri-

meiro” has proved the illegality of that Vessel’s voyage.
Fortunately, however, matters took a different course at Paré, as will be

seen from the enclosed Copy of a Despatch from the British Vice-Consul at

that Port, dated the 30th-of September 1826, and its Enclosures. The

accidental presence ‘of His Majesty’s Ship “ Primrose,” and the Officer-

like and effectual manner in which’ her Officers executed the service which

the President of that Province had allowed, placed the “ Pedro Primeiro” in

his Excellency’s possession, under such clear proofs of a guilty Case, as forced

his Excellency either to order a legal jnvestigation, or incur a heavy respon-

sibility. In this situation the President has expressed dissatisfaction at the

conduct of the British Officers; and, on perusing the Correspondence be-

tween Captain Vernon and the President, that-dissatisfaction appears myst

unreasonable.
From the President’s Letter, dated Para, September 17, 1826, addressed

to the Vice Consul, it will be seen that every efficacious order has been given

by his Excellency for the proper ‘investigation of the Case of the “ Pedro

Primeiro ;” and if the different. subordinate Authorities, now individually

responsible, do their duty, the result must be the condemnation of that Vessel.

I have also to acquaint you, that Manoel Antonio da Silva Brandao

returned to this Place from Par4 on board the “ Carolina,” intending to clear

himself from the consequences of the seizure of the “ Pedro Primeiro,” and

afterwards to proceed again in the “ Carolina” to Africa. But this notorious

Violator of all Law died on a bed of sickness and misery, on the 23d instant,

and, in consequence of, his death, the destination of the “* Carolina” appears

to be, at present, doubtful. ; oo

I have thus givenyou a full report of all which has transpired respecting

the “ Pedro Primeiro” up to this date, and I shall transmit a Copy of this

Despatch to His Majesty’s Seerctary of State for Foreign Affairs.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) § ROBERT HESKETEH.  
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No. 91.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Dee. 22.}
Sir, Maranham, October 30, 1826,

IN obedience to the Instructions contained in the Despatch of the Slave-
trade Series, dated June 22, I have now th
the Despatch which I addressed, on the 29th

ée honour to transmit a Copy of
ultimo, to His Majesty’s Chargé

d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, respecting the improper treatment suffered by
the Negroes who arrived in the Schooner “ Carolina.”

I have the honour to be, &c,
(Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

Lhe Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 91.

Mr. Consul Hesketh to Mr. Consul-Genenal Chamberlain.

(Extract.) Maranham, September 29, 1826.
IN reference to my former Despatch upon ithe subject, I have to state,

that the abuses committed in respect of the freedom of the Negroes by
the * Carolina” are still proceeding; and, I am informed, that Certificates
of the burial of other Negroes have been cautiously procured by those who
were entrusted with some of the free Negroes ; so that, if ever these shameful
proceedings are investigated, many more will be falsely reported as dead.
Most of these Negroes are now in the Country, working as Field or Planta-
tion Slaves.

Henry Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) ROBERT HESKETH.

 

No. 92.

Mr. Secretary Canning to Mr. Consul Hesketh.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 30, 1826.
YOUR Despatches of this Series, up to

been duly received.
the 30th of October last, have

I perceive with satisfaction, the continuance, on your part, of great vigi-
Jance and discretion in the execution of your Instructions, as to African Slave-trade; and, although your efforts for the prevention and the punishment of
these illegal enterprizes have as yet been attended with but little success, Ithink it right to mark my sense of your conduct,

Tam, &c.
Robert Hesketh, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

 

No. 93.

Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. Robert Gordon.

(Extract.) Foreign Office, August 4, 1826.
I SEND. to: you a collection of State Papers, containing, among other

matters, the various Papers which have been presented to Parliament uponthe subject of the Slave-trade, since and inclu
The extent of the Correspondence upon SI

ding the Year 1815.
ave-trade is so great, that I havefound it necessary to direct that the Despatches which treat upon this subject
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shall be formed into a separate Series, distinct from the general Series of the

Despatches of the Year.
You will distinguish those of your Despatches, which treat directly or in-

directly of the Slave-trade, from your Despatches which treat of other sub-

jects, by heading the former with the words “ Slave Trade,” in the manner

practised in the present Despatch, and numbering them, from first to last, as

a Separate Series. | (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

Lhe Right Hon. Robert Gordon,’
Be. =&e, — &e.
 

No. G4.

Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. Robert Gordon.

Sir, Foreign Office, Mugust 31, 1826.

I SEND to you the Copy of a Despatch from His Majesty’s Consul at

Maranham, dated the 5th ultimo, reporting, that the Schooner, the “* Move de

Margo,” had arrived there from the Cape de Verds, with a Cargo of 86 Slaves,

and that they had been permitted to land under a false entry from Cabinda.

You will lay this matter before the Government of Brazil, in corroboration

of the former accounts, tending to prove the disposition of the Authorities at

Maranham, to encourage illegal Slave-trade, and you will urge them to take

proper measures to prevent this continued and flagrant infraction of the

Treaties, in opposition to the declared humane intentions of the Sovereign of

Brazil. Tam, &e.

The Right Hon. Robert Gordon, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 95.

Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. Robert Gordon.

Sir, Foreign Office, September 7, 1826.

IN reference to the Correspondence which you will find among theArchives

of the Mission, upon the subject of the Schooner ‘ Carolina;” I send

you the Copy of a Letter from His. Majesty’s Consul at Maranham, dated

the 30th June last, reporting the scandalous frauds which have been com-~

mitted by the Trustee, under whose’ care the Negroes who were found on

board of that Vessel were placed ; many of them it appears were reported to

be dead, in order that, instead of being liberated, they might be conveyed in

secret to slavery, and those who would have been able to have gained their

livelihood in the Town by handicraftship, had they been liberated, had been

sent to Plantations up the Country, there to work for 14 Years.

_Mr. Hesketh reported it as his opinion, that the lot of all will bea return to

slavery. , |

* You will bring this matter to the notice of the Brazilian Government, in

order to induce an enquiry into the state of the Case, and endeavour to rescue

these unfortunate Negroes from the slavery which seems to await them, and

to procure the punishment of the different Individuals who have thus abused

the power, with which they have been vested solely for the purposes of.

humanity. I am, &e. :

The Right Hon. Robert Gordon, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

&e. &e. &e.
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No. 96.

Mr. Secretary Canning to the Right Hon. Rabert Gordon.

Str, Foreign Office, September 22, 1826.
MR. CONSUL HESKETH has transmitted to me, under date of the15th and the igth of July, further details upon the subject of the “ Nove deMargo,” on which Case you were instructed in my Despatch of this Series,of the 31st ultimo.
These further details prove evidently a desire on the part of the LocalAuthorities at Maranham to connive at the illegal Slave-trade, in which theSubjects of The Emperor of Brazil at that Place are concerned, and to evadethe fulfilment of ‘I'he Emperor's desire to suppress that Trade.
I have to instruct you to address a strong representation upon the subjectto His Imperial Majesty’s Ministers, urging them to issue Orders expressiveof their serious disapprobation of such proceedings, which Orders may savethese unfortunate Negroes from remaining in slavery, and put down the con-tinuance of Slave-trade at Maranham. :
As Mr. Hesketh acquaints me that he has furnished His Majesty’s Missionat Brazil with Copies of the Documents, which he sent here upon the Case,J do not transmit them to you. Tam, &c.

The Right Hon. Robert Gordon, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.&e. &e. &e.

é
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No. 97.

Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Bagot.

Sir, Foreign Office, March 13, 1826.

WITH reference to the Treaty with the Netherlands for the prevention of

the Slave-trade; I have to acquaint your Excellency that, by a Communica~

tion this day received from the Admiralty, it appears that the Instructions

referred to in the said Treaty, have been issued to the following Ships and

Vessels of His Majesty’s Navy :-—
Names. Guns. Commanders.

HMussar cccaccvevass 46....... G. Harris.

Brasen vecsvvvvvees 26 ....0e G. W. Willes.

Primrose co vcvceneee 18 ...... Oct. V. Vernon.

Redwing ....ceecees 18 ...... D.C. Clavering.

Dispatch vovccvveeee 18 .....- Robt. W. Parsons.

Pervel vc ccc ccactes 10 ...... Wm. Hobson.

Conflict ....++6+ pees TD vcaaee Lieut. J. Chrystie.

And that the Instructions, which had been issued to His Majesty’s Ships

“ Pyramus,” “ Ariadne,” “ Bann,” “ Victor,’ “ Ringdove,” and “ Grecian,”

have been recalled, and cancelled.

I request that you will communicate this Statement to the Government of

The King of the Netherlands. Iam, &c.

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

His Excellency Sir Charles Ba, rol, G.C. B.

&e. &e. Re.

 

No. 98.

Sw Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning—(Received March 20.)

Sir, The Hague, March 17, 1826.

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Despatch (Slave-trade) of the 13th

instant, and I have communicated to Monsieur de Verstolk, the Names and

Force of His-Majesty’s Ships and Vessels, to which the Instructions referred to

in the Treaty between His Majesty and The King of the Netherlands, for

the prevention of the Slave-trade, have been given. .

I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT.

&c. - &e. &e. a

 

No. 99.

Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Bagot.

Sir, Foreign Office, May 10, 1826.

I SEND to your Excellency, for ‘communication to the Netherlands

Government, the accompanying Copy of a Despatch from His Majesty’s Com-

missioners at Surinam, dated the 18th of January last,* stating that there has

* See Class A, No, 104.  



169 NerurerLAnNnpbs.

been no Dutch Vessel-of-War of any description at Surinam since July 1825,
and that reports were prevalent that. Slave-ships were frequently off that
Coast, and effected upon the Island illicit disembarkations of Negroes.
The Netherlands Government, when duly informed, will, doubtless, take

prompt steps to prevent a recurrence-of this violation of their Laws.
Tam, &c.
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

fits Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, G.C. B.
&ec. &ec. &e.

 

No. 100.

Str Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received May 15.)

Sir, The Flague, May 12, 1826.

I HAD the honour to receive last Night your Despatch of the 6th of
this Month, transmitting to me printed Copies of the Papers presented to
both Houses of Parliameat, relative. to the Slave-trade.

; I have the honour to be, &e.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT.

ec. Se. &ec.

 

No, 101.

Sir Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 21.)
. Sr, The Hague, May 19, 1826.
I HAD the honour to receive on the 15th, your Despatch (Slave-trade) ofthe 10th instant, transmitting to me the Copy of a Despatch from HisMajesty’s Commissioners at Surinam, stating that there had been no DutchVessel-of-War upon that Station since the Month of July last.Thad an opportunity. 2 days ago of acquainting M. de Verstolk with the~ information contained in that Despatch, and I yesterday addressed to him a~ Note, of which the enclosed is a Copy, upon the subject of it, -

T have the honour to. be, &e. :
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT.&e. &e. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 101.

Sir Charles Bagot to the Baron de Verstotk.

The Hague, May 17, 1826.IN obedience to the Itistructions which he has received from his Cthe Undersigned, &e. has the honour to transmit to hisExcellency the BareVerstolk de Soelen, Minister of Foreign Affairs, the enclosed Copy of a Des-.patch which has been addressed to His Majesty’s Government, by His Ma-jesty’s Commissioners at Surinam, stating that, since the departure from thatCoast of His Netherlands Majesty’s Brig, “ Mercure,” in the Month of Julylast, no Dutch Ship of War had appeared off that Station, and that reportswere very prevalent, that Slave Ships had frequently appeared in the neigh- -pouring aters, and had effected the illicit debarkation of Negroes upon the
The assurances contained in the Note of his Excellency the ;Reede of the 12th July 1824, to Viscount Granville, upon the subjectat ekNaval Force to be maintained upon the Surinam Coast, and the promptitude.
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invariably shewn by the Netherlands Government, to adopt every measure in

their power for the suppression of the Traffick in Slaves, make it only neces-

sary for the Undersigned to call the attention of M. de Verstolk to the in-

formation contained in the enclosed Letter, in order to engage his Excellency

to give such directions as he may judge most effectual for the purpose of re-

medying the inconvenience of which it complains.
‘ The Undersigned, &c.

(Signed) CHARLES BAGOT.

His Excellency theBaron de Verstolk,
&e. &e. &e.

 

‘No. 102.

Mr. Secretary Canning to Sir Charles Bagot.

Sir, Foreign Office, May 31, 1826. °

I SEND to you an Extract of a Despatchwhich I have received from Mr.

J. T. Williams, His Majesty’s Commissary Judge at Sierra Leone, dated the

20th March last,* describing the facility with which Vessels, destined in rea-

lity tor African Slave-trade, obtain in the Netherlands Colonies, Licences,

which enable them to set out upon this nefarious undertaking with the ap-

pearance ofa legal Traffick.
Your Excellency will lay this matter before The Ministers of The King of

the Netherlands, who, I doubt not, will be earnest in transmitting Instrue-

tions to His Colonial Authorities, to prevent this virtual.infraction of the hu-

mane Orders already subsisting against any Traffick whatever in Slaves on the

part of Netherlands Subjects. lam, &c. .

. oo. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

His Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, G. C. B.
&c. &. = &e.

* See Class A. No. 50.

 

No 103. .

Sir Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 12.)

Sir, The Hague, June 9, 1826.

~ IN my Despatch (Slave-trade) of the 19th of last Month, I had the honour

to transmit to you the Copy of a Note which I had addressed to Monsieur

de Verstolk, upon the subject of the insufficiency of theDutch Naval Force

upon the Coasts of Surinam, to prevent the fraudulent Importation of Slaves.

I herewith enclose the Copy of an Answer to this Note, which I received

2 days ago, and by which it appears, that, since the Month of February last,

ithe Dutch Brig of \\ ar “de Valk,” bas been cruizing upon that Station, and

that measures have now been taken to insure in future the regular performance

of this Service.

I ¥eceived by the Mail which arrived last Night, your Despatch ofthe

31st ultimo, enclosing to me the Extract of a Letter from His Majesty’s Com-

missary Judge at. Sierra Leone, representing the facility with which Ves-

sels, under a pretext of legal Traffick, but in reality destined for the African

Slave-trade, obtain Licences from the Netherlands Colonial Authorities. ,

I shall take an immediate opportunity of bringing this .matter under the

notice of the Netherlands Government. . . ,

. - [have the honour to be, &c. .

a | (Signed) § CHARLES BAGOT.
The Right Hon. George Canning, a

§e. &e.  -  &e
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Enclasure in No. 103.

The Baron de Verstolk to Sir Charles Bagot.

La Haye, le 6 Juin, 1826,

LE Soussigné, Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, a mis sous les yeux du Roi
POffice gu’il a eu ’houneur de recevoir le 18 Mai dernier, de son Excellence
Sir Charles Bagot, Ambassadeur Extraordinaire et Plénipotentiaire de Sa
Majesté Britannique.
En transmettant la Copie d’une Dépéche des Commissaires de Sa Majesté

Britannique 4 Surinam, son Excellence en avait pris occasion de rappeler la
promesse de tenir constamment une Force Navale des Pays Bas, en Croisiére A
Ja hauteur de Surinam pour la répression du Commerce des Esclaves, et
dobserver que, depuis le départ du “ Mercure” en Juillet, il u’y avait plus
éu de Batiment-de-Guerre du Roi dans ces Parages.
Le Soussigné, s’étant appliqué a recueillir sur cet objet les éclaircissemens

nécessaires se trouve 4 méme de porter 4 la connaissance de son Excellence,
que des circonstances accidentales et imprévues ont-seules causé Pinterruption
momentanée qui parait avoir eu lieu, que depuis le commencement du Mois
de Février dernier le Bric “ Ze Faucon” (De Valk) a établi sa croisiére pour
quatre Mois sur la Céte de Surinam, et que toutes les mesures ont été prises
pour assurer constamment dans la suite la régularité de ce service.

_ Il aime a se flatter que Pempressement avec lequel les représentations de
Monsieur l’Ambassadeur de Sa MajestéBritannique ont été accueillies, répon-
dra 4 la confiance que son Excellence a bien voulu lui exprimer, qu'il suttirait
de mentionner cet objet pour étre sur que le Gouvernement des Pays Bas mani-
festcrait de nouveau, son intention constante de surveiller et de réprimer par
tous les moyens en son pouvoir, le commerce odieux des Esclayes.

Le Soussigné a Phonneur, &e.

(Signé) VERSTOLK DE SOELEN.
Son Excellence Sir Charles Bagot,

§c. &e. Se.

 

(Translation.)

The Hague, June 6, 1826.

“THE Undersigned, Minister for Foreign Affairs, has laid before HisMajesty
the Note which he had the honour to receive on the 18th May last, from his
Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of His Britannick Majesty. . oo a
In transmitting Copy a Despatch from His Britannick Majesty’s Commié-

sioners at Surinam, his Excellency took that opportunity to recall to the
recollection of the Undersigned, the promise to maintain constantly a Naval
Force from the Netherlands on the cruize off Surinam, for the suppression of
the ‘Traffick in Slaves, and to observe that since the departure of the “ Afer-
cury” in July, there had been no Ship-of-War belonging to The King in
those Seas. ,
‘The Undersigned, having made the necessary enquiries on this subject, is

enabled to inform his Excellency, that accidental and unforeseen circumstances
have alone caused the momentary interruption. which appears to have taken
place, that since the beginning of the Month of February, the Brig “ Falcon”
(De Valk) commenced cruizing for 4 Months off the’Coast of Surinam, and
that every measure has been taken to insure the. constant regularity of this
Service in future.
He flatters himself that the readiness with which the representations of

His Britannick Majesty’s Ambassador have been received, will correspond
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with the conviction, which his Excellency was pleased to express to him, that
it was only necessary to mention the subject, to, be assured that the Govern-
ment of the Netherlands would manifest anew its fixed determination to watch
over and repress, by every means in its power, the odious Traffick in Slaves.

The Undersigned has the honour, &c.

| . (Signed) VERSTOLK DE SOELEN.
His Excellency Sir Charles Bagot,

Se. &e. &e.

 

No. 104, |

Sir Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(ReceivedJune 16.)

Sir, The Hague, June 13, 1826.

ON the day of the date of my last Despatch (Slave-trade), I had an oppor-
tunity of speaking with M. de Verstolk, upon the subject of your Despatch,
in which was enclosed to me the Extract of a Letter from His Majesty’s Com-
missary Judge at Sierra Leone, respecting the abuse, as regarded the Slave-
trade; of the Licerices granted to Vessels by the Netherlands Colonial
Authorities.
At the suggéstion of M. de Verstolk, I have since addressedto him a Note,

of which 1 herewith enclose a Copy, transmitting to him a Copy of Mr. Wil-
liam’s representations to you upon this subject. =

I have the honour to be, &c. |

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT.
go &. &e. 5

 

‘Enclosure in No. 104.

Sir Charles Bagot to the Baron de Verstolk.

The Hague, June 11, 1896,

IN reference to the conversation which he had the honour to hold two days
ago with the Baron Verstolk de Soelen, Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Un-
dersigned, His Britannick Majesty’s Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary,. has the honour to transmit to his Excellency herewiththe Ex-
‘tract to which he then alluded, of a Letter which has been recently received
by His Majesty’s Government from Mr. J. T. Williams, His Majesty’s Com-
missary Judge at Sierra Leone, representing the facility with which Vessels,
under the pretext of being engaged in a legal Traffick, but in reality déstined
for the African Slave-trade, have of late found means of obtaining Licences in
some of the Colonies of His Netherlands Majesty.
The Casesof this kind,-which are cited in the enclosed Paper, will suffie |

ciently prove to his Excellency M. de Verstolk, the extent to whieh the Flag
ot His Netherlands Majesty has been lately abused im this respect; and the
Undersigned is well assured, that it is only necessary for him to call the
attention of his Excellency to the details furnished by Mr. Williams, in or-
der to induce his Excellency to cause such Instructions to be given to the

. proper Authorities in His Netherlands Majesty’s Colonies, as may effectually |
prevent this virtual infraction of the hunane Orders already subsisting against
any Traffick whatever in Slaves, on the part of His Netherlands Majesty's
Subjects. , The Undersigned, &c.

ot (Signed) © CHARLES BAGOT.
His Excellency the Baron de Verstolt, =. oS

-  §e. §e '  &e |
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No. 105.

Mr. Secretary Cannins to Sir Charles Bagot.

Sir, Foreign Office, July 21, 1826.

IN reference to my Despatch to your Excellency of the 31st of May, of
this Series, I send to you the accompanying Copy of.a Despatch, dated the

4th of April,* andof its Enclosures, which I bave received fiom His Majesty’s
Commissary Judge at Sierra Leone, stating facts which confirm the account
previously given, of the injurious facility with which Licences are granted by.

the Dutch Authorities at St. Eustatius, to Vessels whose Owners are thus en-

abled to carry on their fraudulent undertakings in African Slave-trade.
Your Excellency will be pleased to communicate these Papers to the Ne-

therlands Minister, in corroboration of your former Note to his Excellency
upon this subject. Tam, &c.

. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.
Hts ExcellencySirCharles Bagot, G.C. B.

&. be. &e.
* See Class A. No. 56.

 

. No. 106.

Sir.Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received July 27.)

Sir, The Hague, July 25, 1826.
I HAD yesterday the honour to receive your Despatch (Slave-trade) of

the21st instant, enclosing to me the Copy of a Despatch from His Majesty’s
Commissary Judge at Sierra Leone, containing further evidence of the faci-
lity with which Licences are granted by some of the Dutch Colonial Autho-
rities to Vessels which are in reality engaged in the African Slave-trade.

_ shall take an immediate opportunity of calling the attention of the Ne-
therlands Government to the facts detailed in this Despatch, and in the Pa-
pers with which it is accompanied.

I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT.
we. &c. Se.
 

No. 107.

Sir Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received July 31.)

Sir, The Hague, July 28, 1826
| HAVE the honour to enclose to you the Copy of a Note which I yester-

dayaddressed to the Baron de Verstolk, transmitting to his Excellency Copies
of the Letter of His Majesty’s Commissary Judge at Sierra Leone of the 4th
of April, upon the subject of the Schooner “Vogel,” Jean Blais, Master, toge-
ther with Copies of all the other Papers which were contained in your Des-
patch (Slave-trade) of the 21st instant. , ,

; I have the honour to be, &e.
The Right Hon,teoree oe (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT,

&e. e. G ,

_ Enclosure in No. 107.

Sir Charles Bagot to the Baron de Verstolh..

The Hague, July 27, 1826,
“THE Undersigned, His Britannick Majesty’s Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary, had the honour to transmit, in his Note of the 11th of



NETHERLANDS. 165

Yast Month, to his Excellency the Baron Verstolk de Soelen, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, the Extract of a Letter received by His Majesty’s Govern-
ment from His Majesty’s Commissary Judge ‘at Sierra Leone, showing the
injurious facility with.whichLicences were granted by some of the Netherlands
Colonial Authorities, to Vessels which, under the pretence of Legal Com-
merce, were, in fact, engaged in the Traffick in Slaves.

In corroboration of the evidence furnished by this Letter, the Undersigned

has now the honour to transmitto his Excellency, the Copy of a Despatch,
with its several Enclosures,which has been since received fromMr. Williams,
and which shows, even more clearly than his former Report, the great extent
to which the Flag of His Netherlands Majesty is still abused in this respect.

: The Undersigned has the honour, &c. —

His Excellency the Baron de Verstolk, (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT.-
&e. &e. &e. oS

 

No. 108.

Mr. Secretary Canning to SirCharles Bagot.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 5, 1826.

I HAVE to acquaint your Excellency, and to desire that you will apprize
the Netherlands Government, that it appears by a Communication, under date
of the 25th ultimo, from the Admiralty, that the Instructions referred to in
the Treaty between Great Britain and the Netherlands, for the Suppression
of Slave-trade, have been issued to the following Ships and Vessels of His
Majesty’s Navy :—

Names. Guns. Commanders.

Druid occcevanccas AD a .scaces Lieutenant Chambers.
North Star s...08 98 .acesess Captain Arabin.
Seylla ..ceceeevees 1B vieeeeae Wm. Hobson.
Pylades ....4+0445 18 .acceeee G. V. Jackson.

And that those Instructions have been recalled and cancelled which had been
issued to His Majesty’s Ships ‘* Hussar,” “ Dartmouth,” “ Dispatch,”
“ Ferret,” and “ Swinger.” lam, &c. a

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.
His Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, G.C. B.

&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 109.

Sir Charles Bagot to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Recewed Dec. 18.)

Sir, Brussels, December 15, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, marked

Slave-trade, of the 5th instant, and I have this Morning delivered a Note
Monsieur de Verstolk, acquainting him with the Names and Force of the Ships:

and Vessels of His Majesty’s Navy, to the Commanders of which the Instruc-
tions referred to in the Treaty between the two Countries for the Suppression
of the Slave-trade have been given.

I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning. (Signed) CHARLES BAGOT.
&ec. ec. &c.
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No. 110.

Mr. Secretary CanningtoSir Charles Bagot.

Sir, | Foreign Office, December 29, 1826.

I HAVE received the several Despatches of your Excellency of this Series,

up to the 15th instant.
I send, herewith, to your Excellency, for your information, the Copy of a

Despatch, and of its Enclosures, from His Majesty's Commissioners at Suri-

nam, dated the 25th September,* giving an account of the Measures which have

recently been adopted in that Island for giving effect to the Decrees of The

King of the Netherlands, as to the Registration of Slaves,

Your Excellency will take a proper opportunity of expressing to the

Netherlands Minister the desire ofThe-King, our Master, that The King of the

Netherlands should be made acquainted with the warm satisfaction. which His

Majesty hasfelt in learning these repeated proofs of the cordial co-operation of

His Netherlands Majesty, in giving effect to the Compacts between the two

Countries for the entire Abolition of the Traffick.in Slaves,
Iam, &e.

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.
His Excellency Sir Charles Bagot, G. C. B.

Se. &e. Se.

% See Class A. No, 110.
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No. 111. .

Viscount Granvilleto Mr. SecretaryCanning —(.Received March 13j

Sir, Paris, March 10, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to enclose the Answers that I have received to two

Notes which I addressed to his Excellency the Baron de Damas, on the sub-

ject of French Vessels, under French Colours, trading in Slaves, and whereia

I particularly signalized the Vessels “ Clarisse” of Nantes, and the “ Deux

Clementines.”
His Excellency, in thanking me for the Communication, informs me, that

the French Government were already aware of the circumstances relative to

the first-named Vessel, and, with regard to the other, that he had lost no time

in transinitting my Cummunication to the Minister of Marine.
I have the honour to be, &c.

Fhe Right Hon. George Canning, -. (Signed) GRANVILLE.
&e. &e. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 111.

The Baron de Damas toViscount Granville.

Monsieur L’AMBASSADEUR,' Paris, le 6 Mars, 1826.

J'AI regu, avec la Lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait Yhonneur de

m’écrire le 1¢ de ce Mois, la Piéce qui ’'accompagnait, et qui signale, comme

ayant été employé a la Traite des Noirs, le Navire “ La Clarisse,” de Nantes,

Capitaine Camin, et non Gamé. Je ne puis que remercier votre Excellence

de cette Communication. Le Gouvernement était déja instrnit des circon-

stances relatives 4 ce Batiment. Le Ministre de la Marine s’est empress¢ de

faire prendre A cet égard des informations dont ses Instructions ne peuvent

que hater le résultat. J'ai, &e.

SE, Le Ficomte Granville. (Signé) LE BARON DE DAMAS.

&e. &e. &e.

 

(Translation.)

My Loep, . Paris, March 6, 1826.

I HAVE received, together with the Letter which your Excellency did

me the honour to address to me on the 1st imstant, the Decument which ac-

companied it, and which designates, as having been employed in the Traffick

in Slaves, the Ship “ La Clarisse,” of Nantes, Captain Camin, and not

Gamé.
I cannot but thank your Excellency for this Communication. The Go-

vernmentwas already informed of the circumstances relating to this Vessel.

The Minister of Marine has lost no time in causing the necessary enquiries to

be made upon the subject, of which his Instructions will not fail to hasten the

result. I have the honour, &e.
— (Signed) THE BARON DE.DAMAS.

His Excellency Viscount Granville,
&c. &c. &e.
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Second Enclosure in No. 111.

The Baron de Damas to Viscount Granville.

Mownsizur L’AMBASSADEUR, Paris, ce 6 Mars, 1826.

J°AI recu la Lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait ’honneur de m’écrire le
ler de ce Mois; & laquelle étaient jointes différentes Piéces qui, entr’ autres

Navires Francais prévenus de faire la Traite des Noirs, sur la Céte Orientale
d'Afrique, signalent particuligrement le Navire “ Les Deux Clementines.”
Je me suis empressé de transmettre ces“ renseignemens au Ministre de la
Marine, avec invitation de leur la suite qu’ exigent Jes circonstances qui y
sont retracées, notamment dans la Déposition du Charpentier du Brick
“ ZL’Eleanor,” John Hemston. J'ai, &e.

S. E. Le Ficomte Granville, (Signé) LE BARON DE DAMAS.
&e. Se. Se.

 

(Translation.)
My Lorp, Paris, March 6, 1826.

I HAVE received the Letter which your Excellency did me the honour to

address to me on the Ist instant, enclosing several Documents, which, among
other French Ships suspected of carrying on the Traffick in Slaves, on the
Eastern Coast of Africa, particularly designate the Ship “ Les Deux Clemen-
tines.” I hasten to transmit this information to the Minister of Marine,
with the request that he will take such steps as the circumstances therein de-
scribed require, particularly with regard to the Deposition of the Carpenter of
the Brig “ L’Eleanor,” John Hemston. Accept, &e.

(Signed) THE BARON DE DAMAS.
Mis Excellency Viscount Granville,

&e. | &e. &e.

 

No. 112.

Mr. Secretary Canning to Viscount Granville.

_ My Lorp, Foreign Office, March 14, 1826.

IN reference to my former Communications. respecting the Slave-trade
carrying on from the Port of‘Nantz, I now transmit to your Excellency an
Extract of a Communication which I have received from the Admiralty,

containing accounts of two Vessels, “ La Jeune Caroline,” aud “ LI’Evelina,”
both belonging to Nantz, which have recently been met with by His Ma-
jesty’s Cruizers upon the Coast of Africa, laden with Slaves, their cargo.

Your Excellency will communicate these facts to the Ministers of His Most
Christian Majesty, and urge them to take measures for preventing the success

of these disgraceful undertakings. — Iam, &c.
. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

H. E. Viscount Granville; G.C. B.
&e. Se. &e.

Enclosure in No. 112.

Commodore Bullen to J. W. Croker, Esq.

. HI. M’s Ship “Maidstone,”
(Extract.) / Sierra Leone, Dec. 18, 1825.

ON the 23d of September, after a chase of 36 hours, I examined « Za -
Jeune Caroline,”of Nantz, witha cargo of 499 Slaves, bound to Marti-
nique, and, on the 29th, the “ Redwing” boarded “ L’Evelina,” of the same
Place, with 203 Slaves, on her way to Guadaloupe.:
J. W, Croker, Esq. (Signed) CHARLES BULLEN,

&e. &e. &e.
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No. 113.

Viscount Granville to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(Received March 23.)

Sir, Paris, March 20, 1826.

L HAVE the honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Despatch, marked

Slave-trade, of the 14th instant, and I lost no time in addressing a.Note to

His Excellency the Barou de Damas upon the subject of it. The Enclosed

is a Copy. I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GRANVILLE.

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 113.

Liscount Granville to the Baron de Damas.

Monsieur LE Baron, Paris, March 18, 1826.

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency the Extract of a Com-

munication, which has been received by His Majesty’s Government, contain-

ing accounts of two Vessels “ La Jeune Caroline” and “ £/Eveline,” both

belonging to Nantz, which have recently been met with by His Majesty’s

Cruizers upon the Coast of Africa, laden with Slaves, their Cargo.

I avail myself, &c.

His Excellency the Baron de Damas, (Signed) GRANVILLE.

&c. &e. &e.

 

No. 114.

Mr. Secretary Canning to Viscount Granville.

(Extract.) Foreign Office, March 28, 1826.

BY Accounts from Nantz, dated the 21st instant, it appears that the prohi-

bition against the sailing of Vessels from that Port, destined for carrying on

the Slave-trade, has been of very short duration.
- (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

His Excellency Viscount Granville, G.CB

&ec. &c. Ya

 

No. 115. |

Viscount Granville to Mr. Secretary Cunning.—(Received March 30.)

Sir, . Paris, March 27, 1826.

THE Moniteur of yesterday contains the Report of a Debate in the Cham-. .

ber of Deputies, which augurs ill for the effectual abolition of the Slave-trade

by the French Government.
_

Two Petitions, most respectably signed, were presented not long since to

the Chamber, stating the increased and. increasing activity of this Trade from

the Ports of France; exposing, in forcible terms, the horrors which resulted

from the disgrace which it attached to the French Flag; and representingthe

inefficiency of the measures at present employed by the Government for tts

repression. a . es

The Committee, which reported to the Chamber upon the Contents of this

Petition, countenanced the object ofit (not however without conveying an  
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insinuation against the purity of the motives of those who originally urged
the Abolition of theSlave-trade) by proposing that it be referred to the Pre-
sident of the Council of Ministers. -
This prdpssition was strenuously supported by » of the Membets of theLiberal Party, General Sebastiani, and M. Benjamin Constant, but M.Dudon (a Mihisterialist,) after a speech, in which he inveighed. agaifist thehypocrisy of the English, aiid maintained that the Slave-trade was carried onchiefly by: British Wessels, moved the order of the day, and this Motion was

adopted by the Chamber.
I observed with regret that the French Minister, at the same time that he

declared the sincere intention of his Government to abolish the Trade, and
cited various Acts of the French Administration to prove that sincerity, ex-
pressed an opinion decidedly hostile to the enactment of any new Legislative
Measure imposing severer peialties oii the crime of Slave-trading.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GRANVILLE.

&e. Se. &e.

 

No. 116.

Viscount Granville to Mr. Secretary Canning.— (Received May 15.)

“Sir, Paris, May 12, 1826.
1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatéh, marked| Silave-trade, of the 6th instant, enclosing a Copy of Papers, marked A. and B.,

relative to the Slave-trade, which have been presented to both Houses of Par-liament by His Majesty’s Command, in the course of the present Session.. _ IT have the honour to be, &c.
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, - (Signed) GRANVILLE.

&e. &e. &e. oO
 

No. 117.

Mr. Secretary Canning.to Viseount Granville.

My Lory, - Loreign Office, May 16, 1826.
ISEND‘to your Excellency the Copy of a Communication received by theAdmiralty from the Commodore of His Majesty’s Squadron on the Western |Coast of Africa, representing the prevalence of a practice, on the part of theillegal Slave-traders on that Coast, of providing themselves with a double Setof Papers, one of which is stated to be uniformly French, for the sake of de-fending themselves against the Cruizers of other Powers.
Commodore Bullen brings forward the particulars of 4 Casesofthis nature,which have recently come to his knowledge; and adds, that he can assertwith confidence that 2 out: of 3, of French Vessels boarded by his Squadron,within the last 6 Months, have used this method for avoiding the punishmentdue to their illegal undertakings.
The French Government will see that misunderstandings mist arise be-tween the Subjects of the 2 Nations, when, although under every feeling ofrespect to the French Flag, His Majesty's Officers meet with Vessels, fur-nished, under suspicious circumstances, with double Sets of Papers, one ofwhich ‘must necessarily be simulated; and on this account, as well-as on thescote’ of humanity and of respect to the Flag of France, His Majesty truststhat His Most Christian Majesty will not be slow in taking what measuresniaybe practicable, for preventing so flagrant an abuse of the French Flag andNational Character. SO Tam, &c.HH. Be stonnt genie,G. C.B. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING,C. C. c.
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Enclosure in No. 117.

Gommodore Bullen to 7. W. Croker, Esq.

(Extract) H. M. 8.“ Maidstone,” Sierra Leone, Jan. 28, 1826.
THE “ Conflict” has also sent in the Dutch Brig “ Charles,” with 266.

Slaves, captured by her Boats in the Old Calabar River, on the 19th ultiniv.
The circumstances under which this Vessel was detained must evidently tend
nore to convince their Lordships of the barefaced and open manner in which
the Slave-trade is carried on under the Flag of the French Nation, which, it
would appear, allows it thus to be insultingly made use of. On Mr. Deschamps
Admiralty-Mate of the “ Conflict,” boarding her, she shewed French Colours

' and Papers, designating her the “ Eugene,” of Nantz, and manned with
Frenchmen and Americans. After leaving her be proceeded to examine 4
other French Vessels which were lying above her, and having received sliglit
information of her being provided with 2 sets of Papers, returned again ‘on

_ board ; she still shewing French Colours andPapers; but, upon searching the
Master’s writing-desk, the Dutch Papers were found concealed, wherein she
is called the “* Charles,” of St. Eustatius.

This must really pointout to their Lordships the dupes that His Britannick
Majesty’s Ships are made of on this Coast, by these inhuman wretches, who
escape detection merely by shewing a White Flag, and at the same time the
painful restriction and trying circumstances under which a British Officer has
to perform his duty, to prevent a misunderstanding arising between the two
Governments, by which he might be called to an account; and it is with the
utmost confidence I assert, that 2 out of 3, of French Vessels boarded by His
Majesty’s Squadron under my orders, within the last 6 Months, have been
invariably supplied with 2 sets ofPapers. As a proof, I have beensince credibly
informed, that “ Za Felicité,” boarded, with 200 Slaves, by the * Atholl,” and

_ CEclair” and “ Modeste,” by the “ Brazen,” the former with 169, and the
latter with 269 Slaves, belonging to the same Houses as the “ Z” and “ /e-
nus,” (both found with double sets after capture by myself and Captain
Murray) were provided with them in the same manner.
J. W. Croker, Esq. (Signed) CHARLES BULLEN.

&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 118. |

Viscount Granville to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(ReceivedMay 29.)

Str, Paris, May 26,1826.

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt-of your Despatch, marked.Slave-trade,
of the 16th instant, and I have, in consequence, “addressed. Note, of which
the enclosed is a Copy, to the French Government, representing the nefarious
‘proceedings of the Slave-dealers on the Coast of Africa, who, being provided
with 2 sets of Papers, one of which is stated te be uniformly French, thereby
defend themselves against the Cruizers of other Powers, and thus avoid the
punishment due to their illegal undertakings.

I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GRANVILLE.

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No, 118.

Viscount Granvilie to the Baron de Damas.

MownstEur LE Baron, Paris, May 24, 1896.
I SEND to your Excellency the Copy of a Communication tecéived by

the Admiralty, from the Commodore of His Britannick Majesty’s Squadron  
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on the Western Coast of Africa, representing the prevalence of a practice, on
the part of the Slave-traders on that Coast, of providing themselves with a
double set of Papers, one of which is stated to be uniformly French, for the
sake ofdefending themselves against the Cruizers of other Powers.

_ Commodore Bullen brings forward the. particulars of4 Cases of this nature,
which have recently come to his knowledge, and adds, that he can assert with
confidence, ihat two out of threeFrench.Vessels, boarded by his Squadron,
within the last six Months, have used this method of avoiding the punish-
ment due to their illegal undertakings.
The French Government will see. that there-is great danger of misunder-

standings arising between the Subjects of the two Nations, when His Ma-
Jjesty’s Officers meet with Vessels, furnjshed, under suspicious circumstances,
with double sets of Papers, one of which must, necessarily, be simulated ;
and on this account, as well as on the score of humanity, and of respect to
the Flag ot France, His Majesty trusts, that His Most Christian Majesty will
immediately take measures for preventing so flagrant an abuse of the French
Flag, and National character. I avail myself, &c.

(Signed) GRANVILLE,
Tis Excellency the Baron de Damas.

&e. &. &.

 

| No. 119.

Mr. Secretary Canning to Viscount Granville.

“My Lorp, Foreign Office, June 22, 1820:
|

I SEND to your Excellency, for communication to the Government of
His Most Christian Majesty, the accompanying Copy of.a Despatch; which
i have received from His Majesty’s Consul at Bahia,dated the 17th February,*.
enclosing Copies of Letters which had passed between the French Consul at
that Place and himself, on the subject of the chartering French Vessels for
the Coast of Africa, which Vessels are proceeding thither under circumstances
which evidently designate their undertaking, as a voyage for the purposes of
illegal Siave-trade. .

His Majesty’s Government hope that the French Government will enquire
into this matter, and give such Orders as are compatible with the present
state of the French Laws for the prevention of these nefarious undertakings.

Iam, &c.
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

His Excellency: Viscount Granvillé, G. C. B.
Sc. oe. &e.

* See No. 61.

 

No. 120.

Viscount Granville to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received July 3.)

Sir, . Paris, June 30, 1826.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge.the receipt of your Despatch, marked

Slave-trade, of the 22d instant; and in obedience to your directions I lost no
time in addressing a Note upon the subject of it to his Excellency the Baron
de Damas, of which the enclosed is a Copy.

I have the honour to be, &e.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed). GRANVILLE,

&e. &e.. &e
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Enclosure in No. 120.

Viscount Granville to the Baren de Damas.

Monsieur Le Baron, Paris, June 26, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency the accompanying

Copy of a Despatch I have received from my. Government, covering one from

His Majesty’s Consul at Bahia, which details a communication between the

Consul of His Most Christian Majesty at that Place, and himself, on the sub-

ject of French Vessels chartered for the Coast of Africa, which Vessels were

proceeding thither, under circumstances which evidently designated their

undertaking as a voyage for the purposes of illegal Slave-trade; and I have to

express the hope of His Majesty’s Government, that the French Government

will enquire into this matter, and give such Orders as are compatible with

the present state of the French Laws, for the prevention of such nefarious

undertakings. T avail, &c. &c.

(Signed) GRANVILLE.

His Excellency the Baron de Damas.
&e. &ec. &e.

 

No. 121.

Fiscount Granville to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received Dec. 13.)

Sir, Paris, December 11, 1826.

I HAVE the satisfaction to acquaint you, that it is the intention of the
Government of His Most Christian Majesty to propose a new Law this

Session, for the more effectual preveation of Slave-trading by the Subjects of
France.

I understand that, by this Law, the pain of banishment from France will be

inflicted on all Persons convicted of being in any way concerned in the Traf-

fick of Slaves. I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) GRANVILLE.
The Right Hon. George Canning,

&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 122.

Mr. Secretary Canning to Fiscount Granville.

My Lorp, Foreign Office, December 29, 1826.

I HAVE received your Excellency’s Despatches up to the 11th instant.
His Majesty’s Government receive, with much satisfaction, the information

contained in your last Despatch that a Law will this Session be proposed
ia France, for the more effectual prevention ot Slave-trading by the Subjects
of that Power. Iam, &e.

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

His Excellency Viscount Granville, G.C.B.
&e. &e. &e.
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SWEDEN.

No. 123.

Lord Bloomfield to Mr. Secretary Canning.-—(Received June 7.)

«Str, Stockholm, May 26, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, marked
Slave-trade, enclosing Copies of the Papers, A and B, relative to the Slave-
trade, which have been presented to both Houses of Parliament.

. I have the honour to be, &e.-

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) BLOOMFIELD.
&. — &e. &e.
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