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Class A.

CORRESPONDENCE

WITH THE

BRITISH COMMISSIONERS.

SIERRA LEONE. (General.)

No. 1. .
J. T. Williams, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Apﬁl 24.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, January 28, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that I arrived at this Place on the
5th instant, and that I lost no:time in proceeding to make the requisite
arrangements, previous to enlering on the functions of the Office which His
Most Gracious Majesty has been pleased to entrust to me.

On the 10th, I took the Oaths, in the form prescribed, before the Principal
Magistrate, and in the presence of His Excellency Major-Gencral Turner, and
the Members of the several Mixed Commissions. :

The various Despatches, of which I had the honour to be the hearer, were
laid before His Majesty’s Acting Commissioners, and, as they relate princi-
}))ally to circumstances of previous occurrence, I beg to refer you to their

espatches, for such information and explanation as may be deemed nccessary.

I am given to understand, that some delay has taken place in transmitting
the Reports of the Cases of several Vessels adjudicated. T an also aware that
this has been mainly owing to the multifarious duties which have occupied,
and still continue to occupy, the time and attention of His Excellency the
Governor, in carrying into effect matters which are highly important to the
present interest, and which materially concern the future prosperity, of this
Colony. Some difficulty has also arisen from the absence and sickness of
Clerks aitached to the Commissioners. ,

I purpose haviug the honour again to address you in a few days, and to
communicate such information as I have be¢n able to acquire on the present
state of the Slave-trade., , :

I am duly impressed, Sir, with the great importance of the Trust which
has been reposed in me; and it shall be my endeavour to prove, by the most
strict and conscientious attention to the performance of the duties of my
Office, rather than by any present professions, how very anxious I am to
merit your approbation, and how highly I valuc the Charge which has been

confided to me. I have the henour to be; &c.
. (Signed) - JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.

The Right Hon. George Canning,

&e. &e. &e.



2 SiErrA LEONE. { General.)

No. 2.

y

Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty’s Commissioners.
GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, May 6, 1826.
I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, four Copies of
Papers, marked A. and B, relative to the Slave-trade, which have been pre-
sented 4o both Houses of Parliament by His Majesty’s Command, in the
course of the present Session. I am, &c.

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

His Muojesty’s Commissioners.

| No. 3.
J. T. Williams, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 22.)
Sir, Sierra Leone, February 28, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to enclose herewith, the Copy of a Letter addressed
to me by the Commissioners of West African Enquiry, together with Copies
of my Iieply, and of the Documents with which they were furnished, in
accordance with their Application. I have the honour to be, &ec.

(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.
T%e Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 3.

Commissioners of West African Enquiry to J. T. Williams, Esq.

Siz, Sierra Leone, February 14, 1826.

WE request the faveur of you to direct that we may be furnished, from the Records of the
Mixed Commission Court, with a Statement shewing the number of $laves (whether men, women,
or children) captured ; the number adjudicated ; and the number condemned at Sierra Leone, in
<ach year ; from the earliest period for which the same can be made out.

We have the Lhonour to be, &ec.

J. T. Williams, Esq. . (Signed) JAMES ROWAN.
) HENRY WELLINGTON.

Second Enclosure in No. 3.
J. T. Williams, Esq. to the Commissioners of West African Enquiry.

GENTLEMEN, Sierra Leone, February 15, 1826,
I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of yesterday’s date, and in reply beg to
acquaint you, that I have instructed the Registrar of the Courts o‘t Mixed Coramission to fur-
nish you, as early as possible, with the Documents which youn require, =
1 have the honour to be, &c.
’ (Signed) J. T. WILLJAMS.
Major James Rowan, end Henry Wellington, Esq. )

Third Enclosure (A) in No. 3.
. Smith, Esq. to the Commissioners of West African Enquiry.

GENTLEMEN, . Sierra Leone, February 23, 1826.
IN accordance with the direetions of His Majesty’s Judge of the Mixed Commissions, established
at this Place for the prevention of the illicit Traffick in Slaves, I have the honour herewith to send
you a-Return of the number of Slaves captured, emancipated, and registered, with such other parti-
culars concerning. them, as appear by the Records in my Office, from the Establishment of the
Courts of Mixed Commission up to the 6th day of February 1826, that being the date of the adju-
dication of the last Vessel. I have the honour to be, &c.

_ - (Signed) WILLIAM SMITH.
Major Jumes Rowan, and Henry Wellington, Esq. ' ’
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No. 4, v
J. T. Williams, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.— (Received May 22.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, March 10, 1826.

NOTWITHSTANDBING the acknowledged zeal, vigilance and activity, of
His Majesty’s Squadron on this Coast, and the unremitting assiduity of its
Officers in the perforinance of their duty, to endeavour to check the illicit
Traftick iu Slaves ; and, although His Majesty’s Ships have lately captured
more Vessels concerned in the prosecution of this detestable Trade, in a
shorter space of time than, I believe, at any former period, siauce the esta-
Llishment ot the Courts of Mixed Commission : still, and it is with a feeling
of painful regret I state it, no great diminution appears to have been the
consequence—it is still most flourishing.

Of sixteen Vessels taken during the last nine months, seven had taken their
Cargoes from Lagos, three from the River Calabar, two from Popo, and Parts
adjacent thereto, all which Places are deep in the Bights of Benin and Biafra;
and one from a Place called Manna, on the Windward Coast, and about 250
miles to leeward of this Colony : ‘the Dutck Vessels < Z” and  La Fenus,”
were bound to the River Bonny, and the « Bey” intended taking her Cargo
on board from the Gallinas.

It would, therefore, appear evident from these facts, that the Rivers in the
Bights of Benin and Biatra, form. the principal sources of this Trade ; and
which is carried on to a great extens under the Flags of Spain, France,
Brax! and Holland; the latter, in most cases, being made the cover of
French property.

Whilst Miscreants, so engaged, continue to foster by its means the worst
feelings of the Native Africans, by so powerfully exciting their cupidity, it
cannot be expected that any permanent, or extensive good, can be effected
w1 ameliorating their condition, or extending the blessings of civilization. It
is, however, amidst all this evil, matter ot congratulation, that in the neigh-
bourhood of this Colony, there exists little, if any, remains of the Slave-trade.
The River Sherbro’ was, at one period, a principal Emporium for Slaves ;
but the policy of the late wuch-lamented Governor, Major-General Turner,
gave a deep, and I hope, a death-blow to any- further proceedings of that
pature there.

The Havannah is the only Port from which Vessels under the Spanish
Flag clear out for Atrica. Whether from the just remonstrances of the British
Government, or otherwise, they now clear out, under the pretence of legiti-
mate Commerce, for the Islands of St. Thomas and Princes ; which: Islands,
from their contiguity to the Bights of Benin and Biafra, greatly facilitate the
carrying their real object, that of Slaving, into effect.

It has also come to my knowledge, that such Vessels as get off the Coast
with safety, land their Slaves at the back of the Island, and then return into
the Port of the Havannah in ballast.

Bahia is the principal Port from which Vessels under the Brazilian Flag
are cleared out for a Slaving-voyage to Molembo ; but, in every Case which
has of late come before the Court of Mixed Commission for adjudication, it
has been most satisfactorily proved, that their Cargoes had been shipped from
Lagos: false Logs, and Journals of their Voyages being regularly made out,
as if from the Port they swear they came from, and this, of necessity,
induces a system of prevarication, and of the grossest perjury.

The vigilance and activity of our Craizers have been the means of making
the Slavers extremely cautious in their proceedings. Until the day of depar-
ture, although every preparation for the reception of their Victims is
made, not a Slave is embarked ; and when that does take place, it is distress-
ing to reflect on the number which is thus taken on board. The poor
Wretches may literally be said to be stowed in bulk, The consequence is,
(either from contagious disease getting among them, or the length of time
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before they arrive at their Place of destination, the Brazilian Vessels being
generally very dull sailers,) that the number of deaths which occur, and
the squalid, diseased and deplorable state of the Surviyors, when landed, are
shocking to bumanity. '

I purpuse making the Cases under the Netherlands Flag, the subject of a

Separate Despatch. I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.

The Right Hon. George Canning,

&e. &e. &e.

No. 5.
G. Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 2.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, November 10, 1825.

IN consequence of the protracted illness of one Clerk, and the resignation
of another, we were deprived of assistance durinlg a peried of three
Months, and by the departure of one of these Individuals on leave to England,
the Commissioners’ Oflice was left without a Writer,

We were, therefore, induced to remove Mr. Bidwell from his Situation of
First Clerk of the Registry, to do duty under the Commissioners, with leave
to draw the full Salary of Second Writer; and we also engaged a young Gen-
tleman (Mr. Bouverie) who had lately arrived from England as another
Writer, with the half Salary of the First.

We sincerely hope, Sir, that these temporary arrangements will meet with:
your entire approbation. I have the honour to be, &ec.

: (Signed) G. RENDALL,
The Right Hon. George Canning, ‘
&e. &e. &e.

No. 6.
G."Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 2.) -

~

" Sir, Sierra Leone, January 10, 1826,

I HAVE the honour to enclose, herewith, Abstracts of the Proceedings in
the several Courts of Mixed Commission  established in this Colony, during
the last Year.

There were three Cases adjudicated under the British and Spanish Mixed
Commission, all of them deemed Cascs for condemnation, and the number of
Slaves emancipated amount to 579. i | ‘

The number of Cases adjudicated under the British and Portuguese Mixed
Commission was four, all which were condemned, and the number of Slaves
emancipated amount to 1020, .

There were thrce Cases adjudicated in the British and Netherlands Mixed
Court of Justice ; no Slaves were on board any of them at the time of cap-
ture; but (falling under the several designations in the Additional Article to
the Treatv signed at Brussels, the 25th of January, 1823) the Vessels and
their Cargoes were condemned,

The total number of Cases adjudged during the past Year will thus be
found to be 10, and the number of Slaves emancipated 1599. '

I have the honour to be, &c. ‘
Sigaed G. RENDALL,
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Sigocd) b4
&e. &c. &e.
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First. Enclosure in No. 6.

Abstract of Proceedings under the Britisk and Spanish Mived Commission
at gzerra Leone, from the ist of January 1825, to ihe 1st of January
1820.

(No. 1.)—The Schooner ¢ Espanola,” - under Spanish Colnurs. Francisco Romon Roderiguer
Masle&‘, ,y;vasl;:'aptugd“l‘)y His M;ijesr%'s Shvi‘p ¢ Atholl,”" commanded by Captain Jumes A. Mr‘;,'-f
ray, off the River Gallinas, on the 7th of March 1525, in Lati 5 h, OBt
133:,13‘ e 370 Siases on bourd, Aarch 1825, in Latitude 5. 21. North, ‘and Lungitude

Part of the outward-bound Cargo of this Vessel was purchased at Charleston, viz. Tobacco, to
the amount of 1200 dollars. ' t

This Vessel was condemned on the [9th of March 1825, and her Slaves were emancipated on
the same day,

(No, 2.)—The ¢ Segundu Gallega,” sailing wnder Spanish Colours, was captured by His
Majesty’s Ship ¢¢ Maidstone,” Commodore Bullen, €. B., on the 20th of Septeniber 1825, in
Latitude 6. 13. Nortl, anid Longirude 3, 18, Bast, with 235 Slaves on board,

The Court condemned this Vessel and emancipated her Slaves on the 23d of November 1525.

(No. 3.)—His Majesty’s Ship Brazen,” commanded by Captain Wiles, detained the
Schooner *° Clara,” otherwise ¢ Clarita,” Joze Morano, Master, sailing under Spanish Colours,
off Cape Mesurado, in Latitude 5. 15, North, and Longitude 10. 30. West, on the 4th of Novem-
ber 1825, with 36 Slaves on board. ‘Fliese were emancipated, and the Vessel condemned on the
23d of November 16235, (Signed) GEO., RENDALL.

Sacond Enclosure in No. 6.

Abstract of Proceedings under the British and Portuguese Mixcd Commuis-
sion at Sierra Leoze, from the 1st of January 1825, fo the st of

January 1626.

{No. 1)—The Schooner ¢ Bella Eliza,” under Drazilian Cdlours, Placido Joze de Maio
Master, was captured by IHis Majesty’s Ship «* Banun,” G W, C. Courtenay, lisq., Commander, (n:
whe 23d of November 1524, in Latitude 2. 2. North, and Lougitude 5. 42, Hast, with 37] Slaves
ou board (being three more than allowed by Passport,) 12 of whom died on their passage up to
¢his Place., She was turnished with a Royal Pa sport from the Provisional Gevernment at Buhia
dated the 2lst of June 1824, authorising a Slave-trading voyage to Mealewbo, ’

The Master declared that he took the Slaves on board at Northern Aoelenibo, and when desired
to shew that Place upou the Chart, pointed to the Weslern Bank of the River Lagos, in Lati-
tudé 6. 10, North, ) :

This Vessel was condemned, and her Slaves emancipated on the 31st of Jaunary 1825, .

(No. 2.)—The Schooner Bom Fim,” sailing under Brazilian Colows, and commanded by
Joaquim Joze de Britto Lima, was caprured by His Majesty’s Brig <*Swinger,” Lieatenant Fd-
ward Stewart Clerkson, Commander, ¢n the 14th of January 15825, in Latitwde 2, 20, North, and
Longitade 5.31. Bast, with 149 Slaves on board, 3 of whom died previous to adjudication, :

This Vessel was turnished with a Royal Passport, dated at Bahia, the 23d of Augu'st 1524
authorising a Slave-trading voyage to Molembo. . ?

The Master acknowledged having shipped the Slaves in Latitude 6. 16. North, and Longitude
3 10, Fast, " :

“Tie Vessel was condemae

{No. 3.)—0u the 17th of July 1825, in Latitude 4. 0. North, and Longitude 4. 4. East, Iis
Majescy's “Ship Esk.” W. J. Purchas, Esg. Commander, detained the Sumiaca ¢ Bom Jesus dos
Nuvigantes,” sailing umider the Brazmiian Flaz, Joad Pereiro, Master, with 280 Slaves on board
{73 more than allowed by Passport) 13 of whom died an their passage up to Sierra Leoue. ’

"I he Royal Passport given at Buhia, the 21st of January 1823, allowed this Vessel to trade for
Slaves at the Ports of Molembo, with liberty to call at the Costa da Mina. )

This Vessel was condemued, and the Slaves emancipated on the 14th of September 1825,

(No. 4.)—The Brazilian Schooner ¢ Uniao,” Jozé Ramos Gomis, Master, arrived here on the
21st of October last, detained by His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Atholl,” Captain Murray, (His Majesty’s
Ships ¢ Exk ” and ¢ Redwing ™. in company) ‘on the 9th of September 1825, in Latitude 2, 33.
North, and Longitade 4, 17. Bast, with 36! Slaves on: board (being 66 more than allowed by
Passport,) 112 of whom died on their passage up to this Place,

This Vessel was furnished with a Royal Passpoit, dated ut Babia, the 14th of July 1823, autho-
rising a Slave-trading voyage to the Ports of Molembo.

The Master stated that hie shipped the Slaves from the River Lagos,

The Vessel was condemned, und the Slaves emancipated on the 4th of November 1825,

: ‘ (Sigued) GEO. RENDALL,

d, and the Sluves emancipated on the 191k of March 1825,



14 Sierra Lrowe. (General.)

Third Enclosure in No. 6.

Abstract of Proceedings in the British end Netherlands Mized Court of
Justice at Sicrra Lcone, from the 1st of Janucry 1825, to the 1st of
January 1826.

(No. 1.)—The Schoouer °¢ Bey"* was captured by His Majesty's Ship ¢ Maidstone,"”,Commodore
Bullen, C. B., on the 19th of May 1825, off the River Gallinas, sail’i"ng under the Netherlands
Flag, and commanded by William Woodside baving no Slaves on bpard, but falling under the
several designations in the Additional Article to the Treaty signed at Brussels, the 25th- of
January 1823, .

This Vessel was condemned on the 29th of June 1825,

(No. 2)—The Brig * Z,” sailing under Dutch Colours, and commanded by Denis Kere Derne,
was captured off the-River Andany or Sombrero, on the 31st of July 1823, by His Majesty’s Ship
¢¢ Maidstone,”” Commodore Bullen, C. B. having no Slaves on board, but talling under the several
designations contained in the Additional Article to the Treaty, sigued at Brussels, the 25th of
Janunary 1823. -

The proof of illicit I raffick being clear, the Judges condemned the Vesse]l and Cargo on the 9th
of September 1825.

(No. 3)—On.the Ist of September 1825, His Majesty’s Ship < Atholl,” Captain Murray, cap-
tured the Netherlands Schooner ¢ La Penus,” in Latitude 4. 12, Narth, and Longitude 5. 33:
East, not having any Slaves on hoard, but falling under the several designations contained in the
Additional Article to the Treaty signed at Brussels, the 25th of January 1823,

This Case was so exactly similar to those of the ¢ Bey ** and ¢ Z,” that the Judges, without
hesitation, condemned the Vessel and Cargo on the Ist of November 1825,

(Signed) GEO. RENDALL.

No. 7.
G. Bendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 3.)

Sizr, Sierra Lecne, January 12, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that Mr. John Tasker Williams
arrived in this Colony on the 5th instaut, and having produced the Commis-
sion of His Most Gracious Majesty, appointing him Commissary Judge at
Sierra Leone, under the Treaties with Foreign Powers for the suppression of
illegal Slave- trade, we had the pleasure of introducing that Gentleman to the
Portuguese and Netherlands Commissioners, as well as to the Local Autho-
rities ; and, ‘upon the 10th instant, the several Courts of Mixed Commission
were duly opened, wherein the prescribed Oaths of Office were administered
by the Principal Magistrate ot the Place, (Mr. Acting Chief Justice
Rendall,) to Mr. Williams, who was then regularly installed as His Majesty’s
Commissary Judge.

The Archives of the Correspondence of the Commissioners at Sierra Leone
will be delivered np to Mr. Williams at the earliest moment after the Pro-
ceedirgs of the Commissioners, ad interim, are duly recorded.

I have the honour to be, &e.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. REXDALL.
&e. &e. &e.

No. 8.
J.T. Williams, Bsq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received July 12.) -

Sir, Sterra, Leone,March 30, 1826.

WITH reference to my Despateh of the 10th ot March, on the subject of
the Slave-trade, generally, I now beg to enclose, as tending to corroborate
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some of the statemnents therein made, Copy of a List, given to me by
(aptain Willes, of Vessels boarded by His Majesty’s Ship “ Brazen,” during
her late cruize. ' '

The « Feliz Africano,”—(the slaves for which were said to be ready for
embarkation, at the moment that might appear most favourable), is fitted for
the reception of 670 human beings. ' :

The < Prince of Guinea”—(during the last visit of the © Brazen” “at
“Whydah,” this Vessel had just arrived there from America for De Souza,
or Cacha as he is called on the Coast), a fine Brig, pierced for 16 guns,
carrying a long 24-pounder on a pivot, and six smaller guns at the side ; she
was supposed to be better constructed for sailing than any Vessel out of
America—entirely new. The Master of her stated, that De Souza had
given him a very considerable sum of money to build her, fit her out, and
Jload her; her Cargo was landing when the * Brazen” left—The Master
further stated, that she was going to Bahia with palm-oil, for the purpose of
changing her Papers, when he would leave her. Captain Willes observed,
that he did not suppose any Ship-of-War on the Coast could come up with
her, and that there would, therefore, be but little chance of taking her, when
she commences Slaving, (for which purpose she is declared to have been
purchased and fitted,) unless during a calm, with Boats.—She will not take
less than from 500 to 600 Slaves. o

The «“ Activo”~—(the last Vessel on this List), was detained and sent here
for adjudication by His Majesty’s Ship « Atholl.”

1 have the honour to be, &c.
~ (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.
The Right Hon. George Canning,

&c. &e. &c.

Enelosure in No. 8.

Vessels boarded by His Mcy'e.s'lg/’s Ship < Brazen.”

“ BARBARIT A" —Schooner, 65 tons, 19 men, | gun, P. Blauco, Master and Owner, from
Havannah, fitted for slaves ; boarded by the ¢ Brazen,” off Quitra, 20th November 1823.

¢ Magico”-— Brigantine, 130 tons, 35 men, 5 guns, Inza, Master, from Havannah ; boarded off
Whydah, 24th November 1825; fully fitted for slaves,

¢¢ Eliza’*—Schooner, 85 tons, 25 men, froui Saint Thomas, under Portuguese Colours, fitted for
slaves : boarded off Whydah, 24th November,

¢ Feliz Africano”—DBrig, 227 tons, 25 men, 2 guns, Antonio José Gal_)ao, Master, from Baliia,
under Brazilian Colours ; boarded off Whydah, 24th November, slaves ready ta embark, lett her
at Whydah carly in February. i : '

*¢ Bienfuisant'’ — Brigantine, 69 tons, 12 men, Luzet, Master, f}'om Rochelle, under French
Colours ; boarded off \Whydah, 24th November, supposed to be Slaving.

““ lliance dos .Na;oens"—Brig, 16 men, Luiz de Sylva, Master, from Bahia, wader Brazilian
Colours ; boarded off Whydah, likely to take in lier slaves at Littde Ehnina or Popo § boarded
again off: Whydali, 24th November ; again-at Little Elmina, 3d February, . -

¢ Carloia’ — Brigantine, 176 tous, 3U men, 4 guns, José da Costa, Master, from Bahia; under
Brazilian Colours ; boarded 1st December, likely to takeé in slaves at Whydah.

"<« Nowa Brillignte’*— Brig, 260 tons, 20 men, 2 guns, Antonio Alvo de Silva l’qrtn, Master,,
from Bahia, under Brazilian Colours ; boarded by the ¢ Brazen,” off Badagry., 28th December.

¢ Prince of Guinea'—Brig, 260 tons, 17 men, 5 guus, from Philadelphia, under. Anierican’
Colours ; Cargo said to be bought by De Souza, at Whydah ; boarded there 30[13 December,

« L'Eutreprenante’ —Brig, 216 tons, 18 men, 2 guns, from Bordeaux, Gassvis, Master, under
Freneli Colours ; Cargo consigned to Dé Souza ; boarded at Whydah 31st January,

¢ 8t, Juan ~Xetch, 49 tons, 18 men, 2 guns, Maul. Dos Santos De. Costa, Mastel_', under
Braziljan Colours, with a Passport to carry 125 slaves from Molembo; boarded off Ningo,
3d Peproary. _ ‘

¢ Caridude~—~Ketch, 106 tons, 21 men, 2 guns; José de Santa Tarara, Master, under Brazilian
Colodrs ; fitred for sluves; boarded to windward of Accra, 5th Februar)_r..

¢ Aetivo’ —Brig, 149:tons, 21 meu, José Pinto, Master, under Brazilian (.)oloﬂrs; boardel the
17th Noyember, off Accra, and séen between Badagry and Porto Novo early in February
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‘No. Q. ‘
J. T Williams, Esq. to Mr. Sccretary Cunning.~—( Received July 12 )
Sir, Sierra Leone, April 5, 1826.

I HAVE very considerable pleasure in communicating to yoa the return
to this Place, on the 1st instant, by the Government Steam Vessel ¢ Afvican,”
of his Honour D. M. Hamilton, Chief Judge of this Celony.

Mpr. Hamilton immediately resamed his functions, as His Majesty’s Com-
missioner of Arbitration, in the Courts of Mixed Comnmission, and of Justice,
a circumstance which is to me most satisfactory, for several reasons, but
particularly from the value 1 attach to the assistance, which his expericnce
will enable him to afford me, in Cates of doubt or difficulty.

‘ I have the honour to be, &ec. )

. (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLTAMS.
The Right Hon. George Canning, .
&e. &e. &e.

No. 10.
Myr. Secretary Canning to J. T. Williams, Esg.

Sir, Forcign Office, July 21, 1826,

I HAVE received your Despatch of the 5th of April, reporting that
Mr. Hamilton had arrived at Sierra Leone, and had taken upon himself the
functions of His Majesty’s Commissioner of Aibitration.

I am glad to take this opportunity of expressing my approbation of the
diligence, zeal, and good sense which you have shewn in the execution of
your duties, during the time in which you have acted as His Majesty’s Com-

missary Judge at Sierra Leone. I am, &e,
J. T. Hilliams, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.
No. 11.

His Majesty's Commissioners to M. Secretary Canning.—
(Lleceived Sept. 2.)

(Extract.) Sierra Leone, May 20, 1826.

WE have been honoured with your Despateh of the 23d of February,
enclosing a Communication from the Admiralty, with severa]rLetfers and
Enclosures from Vice-Admiral Sir Lawrence Halsted, relative to the * arrival
at Cuba of a Spanish Vessel, reported to have re-captured, on the Coast of
Africa, two Vessels concerned in the Slave-trade, which Vessels have been de-
tained by a British Cruizer, and were on their way to Sierra Leone for
adjudication.”

We instituted immediate enquiry, in order to gain any information that
might assist in elucidating this transaction.

The only Vessel that we could ascertain to be missing, was the Spanish
Brigantine “ Isabella,” detained by His Majesty’s Ship ** Redwing,” Captain
Clavering, in Old Calabar River, at the same time (6th October 1825), as
the Spanish Schooners ¢ Teresa” and “ Ana.” With the 'melancholy fate of
the ¢ Teresa,” you have already been acqnainted, and the Cases of both
Vessels have been communicated to you by His Majesty’s late Acting Com-
mi‘;aioners, in their Despatches af the 10th of January 1826, marked
“ Spain,” :
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A few loose Papers were lodged in the Registry by Lieutenant Card, the
Ofticer who boarded the  Isabella,” the material ones having been conveyed
away when the Vessel was deserted; and, as he had left Sierra Leone, no
further information could be obtained: we were, therefore, of necessity
obliged to defer our enquiries until the return of Captain Clavering.

The “ Redwing ” having returned to Sierra Leone from a Cruize, a Letter
was addressed to Captain Clavering on the 4th of May on this subject; we
received his Beply on the 13th, and of which we enclose a Copy.

Captain Clavering was also requested to furnish us with a List of the Officers
and crew placed by him on board the « Isabella.” A Copy of this Document
we also beg leave tp enclose for your information, and it is but justice to this
excellent Officer to observe, that the number appears fully adequate to the
duty.

'I¥wo Vessels are mentioned in Vice-Admiral Halsted’s Letter to the Ad-
miralty, but eur enquiries have been fruitless as to any other than the *¢ Isa-
bella.” It is, however, notorious, that a most nefarious system is pursued on
the Coast of Africa by Vessels under the Flag of Spain.

One of their practices, as we have been given to understand, is to lay in
wait for other Slave-vessels, take possession when their lading is completed,
and transfer their cargoes. »

It has come to our knowledge that the Vetherlands Schooner “* La Penus,”
(condemned as Prize to His Majesty’s Ship “Atholl,” Captain Murray,) was
detained on her passage to Sierra Leone, by a Brig and Schooner off the Island
of St. Thomas, on the gth of September 1825.

We had no opportunity of conferring with the Party incharge of the Ne-
therlands Schooner ; but we have understood that, previous to boarding ¢ La
Venus,” the Brig telegraphed to the Schooner, when she hoisted a red Ensign
and pendant, bore up and fired a gun, shotted, at ““ La Venus ;” * La Venus”
then hoisted Dutch Colours, (not having any English on board,) the Schooner
then shewed Spanish Colours, and again fired ;  La Venus” then hove to,
and Mr. Hodder, whose charge she was under, was then obliged to go on
board the Schooner, where he was detained two hours, and impreperly
treated. During this time the Brig closed, and the Prize Master was removed
from the Schooner on board of her. At noon Mr. Hodder was allowed to re-
turn, but with positive orders to keep between the Brig and Schooner. In
the night they separated. The Brig was called by the Captain the ““Don
Pedro,” pierced for 22, but mounted only 16 or 18, guns, with a complement
of 88 men; painted black, with a white ribbon, sliding gunter royal masts,
and had on board, he believes, 600 Slaves. The men on board wanted the
Captain to take “ La Venus,” to which he would not agree.

The Schooner had 2 top-sails, 4 small guns, and a long one a midships on
a pivot; does not recollect how she was painted ; both Vessels were bound to
the Havannah. .

Another, and a very recent, instance has occurred. The ¢ Netuno,” a
Brazitian Brigantine, detained by His Majesty’s Ship * Esk,” Captain
Purchas, arrived here on the 2d instant, having had a rencontre on her pas-
sage with one of these Piratical Spanish Vessels, in which the Prize Master,
Mr. Crawford, appears to have acted with a great degree of spirit and firm-

ness. (Sigaed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.
D. M. HAMILTON,

The Right Hon. George Canning,
e. e. &e.
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First Enclosure in No. 11.

Captain Clavering to J. T. Williams, Esq.

‘Bz, His Majesty’s Sloop ¢ Tiedwing,” Sierra Leone, May 13, 1826,

- IN compliance with your request, I readily proceed to give such information asLam possessed of
relative to the Spanish ‘Brigantine << Isabella,” detained by His Majesty’s 8hip under.my command
iin October last, which ¥essel has been missing since the day of her parting company for Sierra
Leone, to which Port she was ordered for adjudication.

On the 5th of Qctober 1825, the Boats were dispatched up the Qld Calabar River in quest of
Vessels concerned in illegally currying en the Slave-trade. At day-light, on the 6th, a Schooner
:and a Brigantine were discovéred coming down the River under sail, to whom the Boats immedi-
-ately gave chase ; on nearing them, both hoisted Spanish Colours ; the headmost (the Schooner)
wearing a broad pendant, opened a fire on the Boats, which was instantly returned, and, after a
-short contest of about a quarter of an hour, the Boats succeeded in closing, boatding, and carrying
‘the Schooner. The Crew of the Brigantine, secing the fate of their gomrade, took to their Boats,
-and escaped amongst the Mangrove Bushes, carrying with them also the Papers of theVessel From
this circumstance we only know of her being called the < Isabella,” from the verbal Comminication
-of the Captain, Francisco Granelle, and the Crew of the * Theresu,” who Lad no Lesitation i ac-
knowledging that she was a Spaniard, belonging to Saint Jago de Cuba. This was further cor=
roborated by some loose Letters found en board the Spanish Schooner ‘¢ Anna,” being No. 14 of
the Papers deposited in that Case in the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra Leone, which, if ne<
:cessary to be produced, may be obtained at that Court.

At the time of capture the ¢ Jsabella” had on board 273 Slaves, awd the Theresa 248. The very
crowded state of the former induced me to remove 50 of them into this Ship, which were after
swards put on beard the ¢ Anna,” anether Spanish Schoouer,'whit‘:h arrived in safety, and was
«<ondemned at this Port.

As the fate of the *“ Theresa” is too well known, having been lost in a toruado, I shall confine
ayself to stating, that the ¢“ Isabella” parted company on the 9th October for Sierra Leone,
officered and manned as per accompanying List, which I trust will be found sufficiently ample te
prosecute such further enguiries as may lead to the detection of this wost abominable piracy,
Bince the above period she has never been heard of.

From an attentive perusal of the Lettérs transmitted by Vice-Admjral Sir Lawrence Halsted to

ithe Lovds Commissioners of the Admiralty, 1 cannot but strongly %mspect, that the Brigantine
therems mentioved, and called the *J uanita,” is the identical ¢ Isabella,” with the circumstance
onfly of her name changed, as the date of her arrival, the 29th of November, corresponds but too
well ‘with the time she ‘would have taken to perform that voyage, namely, a period of fifty-one
days. The non-appearance of the Officers and men leads me also to the melancholy and distressing
conclusion, that they must have been brought to an untimely end.

Having now given all the information that has come to my knowleflge, I have only te add, that
1o official Report was made of her loss when I was last in Port, as it was then still within the
bounds of possibility that she might arrive
h ) I have the honour to be, &c.

* John Tasker Williams, Esq. (Signed) D. C. CLAVERING.

P. 8. Of the other Vessel, a Brig mentioned in Sir Lawrence Halsted's Letter, T know nothing
further than that she could 1iot be a Prize to any of His Mujesty’s Squadron on this Station, as no
Portuguese Vessel had been detained at that time by the Squadron.

(Signed) D.C.c.
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No. 12.
" D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Oct. 17.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, August 7, 1826.

I HAVE :the honour to acknewledge the receipt of your Letter of the 6th
of May last, transmitting, for the information of Mr. Williams and myself,
four Copies of Papers, marked A. and B, relatiye to the Slave-trade,
which: have been presented to both Houses of Parliament in the course of
the present Year. I have the honour to be, &c.

{Signed)  D. M. HAMILTON.
The Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. &e. &e.

No. 13.
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.~—(Reeeived Oct. 17.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, August 12, 1826.

"WITH the deepest sorrow I perform the melancholy duty of communi-
cating to you the loss of my much valued and esteemed Friend and Colleague,
Mr. Willlams, His Majesty’s Commissary Judge. whose death took place
the day before yesterday, after his suffering, under a lingering illness, for
upwards of three Weeks.

During the short period of the residence of Mr. Williams in this Place,
this mild manners and amiable disposition obtained him the friendship of all
who knew him, and his loss has proved a source of unjversal regret.

By the death of Mr. Williams His Majesty has been deprived of the ser-
vices of a most valuable and zealous Officer, who was always anxious for the
proper discharge of the duties of the Office, with whieh His Majesty had
been graciously pleased to entrust him.
~ Mr. Smart, His Majesty’s Advocate, whe is at present administering the
Government of the Colony, this day, in the presence of the Chief Justice,
took the Oaths prescribed by the Act, intituled, ¢ An Act to amend and con-
solidate the Laws relating to the abolition of the Slave-trade,” and entered
on the duties of the Office of Commissary Judge to the several Commissions
established in this Colony for the prevention of illicit Slave-trade.

' I have the honour to he, &c.
‘ (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON,
The Right Hon. George Canning, S

§e. &e. &e.

No. 14.
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.-—(Received Nov. 2.)‘

Siz, ' Sierra Leone, Atlgz)tvt 28, 1826.

IN my Despatch of the 12th instant, I bad the honour to inform you
that, on that day, Mr. Smart, His Majesty’s Colonial Advocate, who was then
in the Adwinistration of the Government of the Colony, had taken the Oaths
required, and entered on the duties of the Office of Commissary Judge, ad
interim, in the several Courts of Mixed Commission established at this Place,
ﬁ: the prevention of illicit Traffick in Slaves, in the roem of Mr. Williams,

ceased. ' )
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I now, Sir, beg leave to inform you that, on the 22d inistant, Major-Gene-
ral Sir Neil Campbell arrived here from England with a Commission under
the Great Seal, appointing him Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief over
this Colony and its Dependencies ; and he has, in pursuance thereof, assamed
the Colonial Government, but has not yet taken upon himselt the Office of
Commissary Judge, nor do I think it probable he will during his present
stay here, as he parposes in a fow days proceeding to Cape Coast s—even were
he installed in the Otfice, he could not possibly, during the short interval he
intends remaining in the Colony, be expected to pay any attention to the
concerns ot the Courts of Mixed Commission.

Whether the General means to leave the Colony, during his absence, as
‘has been heretofore the case, without any Commander-in-Chief, or whether
he intends to take upon himself to appointa Lieutenant-Govemor, is a matter
as yet, 1 believe, not determined. In the event of the former case, I shall
immediately, on his departure, assume the Office of Commissary Judge, and
call upon the Colonial Secretary to take upon himself the Situation of Com-
missioner of Arbitration ; and T have no doubt but every thing will then go
on in a proper manner. In the event of a Lieutenant-Governor being ap-
pointed, and assuming the Office of Commissary Judge, though I fear in that
case the business ot the Government must be attended to in preference to
the business of the Commissions, yet I beg to assure you, Sir, that no exertion
shall be wanting on my part in the pertormance of the duties of the Courts,
and to keep the business from getting into arrear. :

There are two Cases at present before the Courts for adjudication, which,
Iam sorry to say, have unavoidably lain over since the time of the late
Commissary Judge being taken ill : the short period that Mr. Smart was in
the Office, with the duties ot the Government, precluded him from consider-
ing those Cases, so as to form his Judgment on them. :

I would most respectfully beg your epinion, whether, in the event of the
absence of both Foreign Commissioners, and of incapacity from temnporary
1llness on the part of His Majesty’s Comm‘issary Judge, or Commissioner of
Arbitration, the Individual retaining his health can legally constitute the
Court of Mixed Commission.

I bave the honour to be, &e. :
~ (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON,
The Right Hon. George Canning,

§e. &e. e

No. 15.
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to M. Secretary Canning.—(Received Nov. 14,)

Sir, - ‘ ' v Sierra Leone, September 20, 1828,

UPON understanding that his EXceﬂcncy' Sir N1l Campbell would be de-
tained here longer than 1 at first represented to you, in my Despatch of the
28th Ultimo, in consequence of His Majesty’s Ship < Live ly,” which brought
him out, and which was waiting 10 convey him te Cape Coast, having pui?td
Sea in scarch of a Pirate, I lost no time in addressing to him, through the
Colonial Secretary, a Letter, requesting him to make known to me, for your
intormation, whether it was his pleasure to take.upon himself the Office of
Commissary Judge prior to his visit to the Gold Coast: a Copy of this
Letter, and of the Answer, I have herein enclosed for your information. JFn
consequence of this Correspondence his Excellency was sworn into Office on
the 30th of August, as Commissary Judge on the part of His Majesty, and
continued in that Office till the gth instant, during which “period one Case
was disposed of. On the 9th his Excellency departed for Cape Coast, leavine
2 Commission with Licutenant-Colonel Lumley, of the Royal Aftican Corpst:
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appointing him Licutenant-Governor, but with Instructions, I belicve, only
to assume the Government in the event of circumstances requiring his so
doing. On Mondgy the 11th I, consequently, as Principal Magistrate of the
Colony, assamed the Office of Commissary Judge, and appointed Mr. Reflell,
the Colonial Sceretary, Commissioner of Arbitration.

I beg leave to inform you, Sir, that two new Cases have heen brought
before the Courts for adjudication since I last had the honour of addressing
you. In one of these Cases the Vessel brought in is the  Principe de
Guinea,” under Bragzilian Colours; mentioned in the late Mr. Williams’s Des-
pateh of the 30th March last; she was captured affer a severe action with a
Tender of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone,” commanded by Lieutenant
"Tucker of that Ship, in which many lives were lost : she had on board pre-
vious to the action 609 Slaves, out of which two were killed and thirteen
drowned during the fight: and thirteen died and two were drowned on the
passage up; the remainder, 579 in number, arrived here in a healthy state,
except several that, I understand, were wounded in the Engagement. In the
other Case the Vessel brought in is called the “ Intrepide,” and was cap-
tured under Spanish Colours ; she had on board when seized 290 Slaves, 56
of whom died in the passage up ; the others were landed here in a state of
miserable wretcheduness from discase. The other Cases remaining in the
Courts to be finally disposed of are two—the first of which is that of the
 Perpetuo Dcfensor,” captured under Brazilian Colours, with 366 Slaves
on board ; she was given up by the Captors, in copsequence of her having
been seized to the South of the Equator, but Mr. Macaulay, the then Acting
Governor, being of opinion the Slaves ought not to be allowed to leave the
Harbour, ordered the greatest part of them to be landed from one of the
Colonial Vessels. (to which they had been removed on their arrival, from
motives of humanity) and to be taken possession of; and disposed of, by the
Officers of the Colonial Government :  the remaining part of the Slaves that
were left on board being in a state of mutiny, the Claimant was obliged to land
to prevent bloodshed ; Mr. Macaulay having' threatencd to order The King’s
Advocate to prosccute criminally any one attempting to coerce them. These
last were, in like manner, disposed of by the Colonial Government : in conse-
quence a Claim has been made for costs and damages on behalf of the
Owners of the Vessei, which have been decreed by the Court, but the Amount
" has not yet been exactly settled. The remaining Case is that of the * San
Benedicto,” under Brazilian Colours, seized by His Majesty’s Ship “Brazen,”
Captain Willes ; but as it was clearly proved that, though fitted for the Slave-
trade, she had not had a Slave on board during the present voyage, the
Court released her; but would notaward demurrage, in consequence of her hav-
ing been seized out of the limits, allowed by the Treaty and Conventien, tor Por-
tuguese Vessels to carry on the Slave-trade. This Case, like the last,is not
quite councluded ; these two lust Cascs being Cases of restitution, have una-
voidably taken up a great deal of time, but I am in hopes that, by thenext
Vessel sailing for England, I shall be able to transmit Reports of all the four
Cases herein mentioned. I have the honour to be, &e. '

A (Signed)  D. M. HAMILTON,
The Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. &c. &e.

- First Enclosure in No. 15.
D. M. Hamilion, Esq. to J. Reffell, Esq.

81z, . Freetown, August-29, 1826,

THE business of the Courts of Mixed Commixsion established in this Colony for the preven-
tion of the illicit Traffick in Slaves, being at preseut at a stand, in consequence of the Vacancy of
thie Office of Commissary Judge on the part of His Majesty, and understanding yesterday, -while-



Srerra Lronk. (General.) 23

attending the Council, that bis Excellency the Governor was likely to remain Tonger than he at
first supposed in the Colony, in consequence of the departure of His Majesty’s Ship “ Lively on a
cruize, I have, therefore, to request you will be pleased to eall his Excellency's attention to the
54th Clause of .the Act of Parliament, passed in the 5th year of the reign of His present Majesty,
intituled, “ An Act to amend and consolidate the Laws relating to the abolition of the Slave-
trade,” and to the Regulations annexed to the Treaties and Convention recited in the said Act;
and. T have further to request you will be pleased to make known to me; for the information of
His Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether it is his pleasure, during his present
stay in the Colony, to take upon himself the Office of Commissary Judge.

Should his Excelleaey be pleased to signify his intention of assuming that Office, I will do my-
self the honour of waifing on him in my capacity of Chief Justice, at any time (that my health
will allow,) that he may be pleased to appoint, to administer to him the usual Oaths.

I have the honour to be, &e.
J. Reffeil, Esq. (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.

Second Enclosure in No. 15. ’
J. Reffell, Esq. to D. M. Hamilton, Esq.

Sir, Secretary’s Qffice, Sierra Leone, August 29, 1825,

I HAVE the honour to acknnwledge the receipt of your Letter of this Morning, relative to
the Vacaucy of the Office of His Majesty’s Commissary Judge in the Courts ot Mixed Commission
established in this Colony, and, having submitted the same to his Excellency the Governor, to
acquaint you that his Excellency is ready to take upon himself the duties of the said Office, in
conformity to the Regilations aunexed to the Treaties and Convention recited in the 54ch Clause
of the Act of Parliament passed in the 5th year of the reign of His present Majesty, and that his
EXCeﬂen'cy is desirous of taking the usual Qaths of such Office, at the Government-House to-mor-
row at Two o'Clock, at which hour his Excellency requests your attendance in your capacity of
Chief Justice in order_to administer the same to him.

) I have the honour to be, &c.
D. M. Bumilton, Esq. (Signed) J. REFFELL.

No. 16.
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to His Majesty’s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, October 31, 1826.

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Canning to acquaint you, that you
may promote Mr. Magnus to the Situation of First Clerk to the British
Commissioners, and Mr. Bidwell to the Situation of Second Clerk, become
vacant by the promotion of Mr. Magnus. o

These Appointments are to date from the 5th of July last, with the Allow-
ances hitherto attached to those Situations, subject to the Regulations esta-
blished as to leave of absence. :

Mr. Canning has also considered the Representations which were made
to him, under your sanction, as to the inadequacy of Salary attached to
these Situations, and I have to authorise you, In consequence, to pay,
from the 5th of January next, to the Individual holding the Situation of
First Clerk, a Salary at the rate of £500a Year, and to the Individual holding
the Situation of Second Clerk, a Salary at the rate of £350 a Year; these
Allowances being subject to the existing Regulations as to leave of absence ;
and I have further to authorise you to acquaint them, that, should their
conduct obtain the approbation of their Superiors, and -their health require
a permanent retirement, at any time after a period of twelve years’ actual
service at their Post, Mr. Canning will be disposed to recommend them upon
such retirement, for a Pension to an amount not exceeding one half of the
Salary enjoyed by them in their Situation under the Commlsgion.

Mr. Canning approves of the Arrangement, that the establishment of the
Clerks under the British Commissioners shall be entirely separate from
that of the Clerks under the Mixed British and Foreign Commissioners ; and
that the Appointment and Regulation of the Salary of the Clerks under the



24 Sierra Lreone.  (General.)

Mixed Commission should be vested in the British and Foreign ‘Commis-
sioners jointly ; subject, as far as the British Commissioners are concerned, to
the final approval of His Majesty’s Secretary of State.

Mr. Canning also approves, that, in the event of the death, or of the absence.
of cither or both of the Clerks of the British Commissioners, you shall pro-
cure such temporary aid as the Colony may afford, until the Vacancy is
regularly filled up; 1n the first instance, by an Appointment by the Sccretary
of State, in the other instance, by the return to his duties of the Clerk who
may have been absent.

The Allowance to be made for temporary assistance on those occasions
ie left to your discretion ; but you will take care, of course, that it shall not,
on any occasion, exceed the regular Salary attached to the Situation.

I should suppose, that, in most cases, it will not be necessary that the tem-
porary Allowance should be placed on so high a scale.

Iam, &c.
His Majesty’s Commissioners. (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Jux.

No. 17.
Mpr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty’s Commissioners.

(Extract) Foreign Office, November 25, 1826.

I HAVE received your Despatches up to the 20th of September last.

The subject of Mr. Hamilton’s Despatch, marked General, of the 28th of
August, having been referred for the opinion of His Majesty’s Law Officer,
The King’s Advocate has reported, that the Treaties, the Commission, and the
Provisions of the Act of Parliament for carrying the same into effect, as con-
solidated in the 5 Geo. IV. cap. 13, furnish the only safe guide for the exer-
cise of jurisdiction by the Members of the Mixed Commission Courts.

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

His Majesty's Commissioners.

No. 18.
Joscph Planta, Jun. Esq. to D. M. Hamillon, Esg.

Sig, Foreign Office, November 55, 1826.

MR. SECRETARY CANNING has received your Letter of the 12th
of August last, and I am directed to acquaint you, 1n answer, that Mr. Can-
ning will have pleasure in recommending you for the Appointment which you
solicit, of His Majesty’s Commissary Judge in the Mixed Commission Court
at Sierra Leone.

In notifying to you this Appointment, I am directed by Mr. Canning to
explain to you the manner in which your future retirement will be regulated,
in consequence of your filling Situations of different rank in the Commission.

You are already aware of the Regulation, that no Pension can be granted
under the Commission, uutil the Person who may be permitted to retire
shall have completed, at Sierra Leone, in Appointments by The King, under
the Mixed Commission at that Place, a period of six years’ actual service,

If an Officer in the Mixed Commission, having served in an inferior
Situation, shall be promoted to a higher Post in that Commission, and shall
be permitted to retire, previously to his having completed three years’ actual
service, at Sierra Leone, in that higher Appointment, the said Officer shall
pnly receive the Pension allotted to the lower Situation in the Commission.

If, however, the service of the said Officer, in the higher Situation, shall
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‘have exceeded the term of three years, and his whole service under the Com-
mission the period of six years, and that he shall then be permitted
to retire, he shall receive the Pension ailotted to the higher Situation.

These Regulations wiil apply to your case; and, as it is intended that this
principle shall be acted upon as the general rule for Pensions to be granted for
services rendered in the Situations of Commissary Judge, Commissioner
of Arbitration, and of Registrar under the Mixed Commission, I am directed
to desire that yot will deposit in the Archives of the Office at Sierra Leone,
a Duplicate, which is herewith sent to you, of this Letter.

I am, &ec.
D. M. Hamilton, Fsq. (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Jux.
No. 19.

-Joseph Planta, Jun, Esq. to William Smith, Esg.

Sir, Loreign Office, November 25, 1826.
MR. SECRETARY CANNING has received your Letter of the 14th of

August last, and I am direeted. to acquaint vou, in answer, that Mr. Canning
will recommend you for the Appointment which you solicit, of His Majesty’s
Commissionerof Arbitration, in the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra Leone,
which Situation has become vacant by the promotion of Mr. Hamilton to be
His Majesty’s Commissary Judge in that Court.

In respeet to the Pension, which may hereafter be granted to you, I have
to refer you to the Letter which, by Mr. Canning’s direction, 1 have, undet
this date, addvessed to Mr. D. M. Hamilton upon this subject, the Regula-
tions contained in which will be equally applicable to youa both, in your
respective Sicuations. ‘ ’

I am, &e. v
Hilliam Smith, Esq. (Bigued) JOSEPH PLANTA, Jun~.
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No. 20.

Hilliam Smith, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 22.)

SIR, -~ Sterra Leope, March 15, 1826.

I HAVE the honour, herewith, to transmit to youa certified Return, taken
from the Register in this Office, of the Number of Slaves emancipated from
the 5th day of January 1825, to the 5th day of January 1826.%

The total number registered amounts to 1701.

I deem it also my duty to forward a Return of the Number of Slaves landed
from the Spanish Brigantine, ¢ Ninfa Habanera,” amounting to 228.

These Slaves having been put on board the said Vessel, atter capture, by
the Caboceer of Popo, at the instance of the Captors, the Judges of the
British and Spanish Court of Mixed Commission did not decree their Fman-
eipation ; they were, however, delivered over to the Colonial Government.

I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) WM. SMITH.
&e. &e. &ec.

~

* Mem : This Enclosure contains the Names and Particulars of Emanci-
pation and Registry of Slaves, from No. 5037 to 6737, inclusive.

No. 21.

George Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning —(Received June 2.)

Sir, Sierrq Leone, January 12, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, dated
the 7th of October 1825, enclosing, for our information, Copies of two Letters
which had passed between the Foreign Office and the Colonial Department, on
the subject of fllling up, ad interim, Vacancies which may occur in the
British Judgeships in the Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone.

I have the honour to be, &ec.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. RENDALL.
§e. &ec. &e. :



51ERRA LEONE. (Separate.) 27

No. 22.
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Myr. Secretary Canning—(Received Oct. 17.)

Sir, Stierra Leone, August 15, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to enclose, herewith, a Return of the Slaves emanci-
pated by the Courts of Mixed Commission established in this Coluny, for the
prevention of illicit Traflick in Slaves, during the period from the 5th of
January to the 5th of July, of the present Year.

. By this Document you will observe that 1492 Slaves have been eman-
cipated by those Courts in that period.
I have the henour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Sigued) D. M. HAMILTON.
&e. &e. &e.

Mem : The Enclosure contains the Names and Particulars of Emanci-
pation and Registry of Slaves, from No. 6738 to 8227, inclusive, amounting
to 1490 Slaves ;' 2 having died before they were registered. :

No. 23.
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to William Regfell, Esq.

Sir, Foreign Office, November 25, 1826.

MR. SECRETARY CANNING has received your Letter of the 12th of
August, and I have the pleasure to acquaint you, by his direction, that Mr.
Canning will recommend you for’ the Situation of Registrar to the Mixed
Commission Court at Sierra Lieone, which Situation is become vacant by the
Appointment of Mr. William Smith to be His Majesty’s Commissioner of
Arbitration in that Court. '

The Salary attached to this Situation is £1000. a Year, but it is diminished
by one half in those eases in which a Person holding the Appointment under
the Commission, enjoys at the same time any other Situation, with Salary or
Emolument under His Majesty’s Government.

If, at any peiiod, after six years’ actual service at Sierra Leone, in your
present Appointment under the Commissior, you should be desirous of re-
tiring, the Secretary of State will be disposed, upon due consideration of your
services, to recommend you for a Pension, not exceeding in amount the sum
of £500.2a Year. I am, &c.

William Regfell, Esq. (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Jux.
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No. 24.
G. Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—{ Received June 2.)

Sig, Séerra Leone, January 10, 1826,

I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, the Report of the
Case of the Spanish Schooner  Segunda Gallega,” whereof Agustin Capera
was Master, brought in here for adjudication on the 31st of October last,
having been captured in Latitade 6. 13. North, and Longitude 3. 18. East,
on the 29th of the previous Month, by His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone,”
‘Commodore Bullen, C. B., with 285 Slaves on board. .

The Court passed Seutence of condemnation of the V essel, and cmancipated
the Slaves, on the 23d of November 1825.

I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. RENDALL.

&e. &e. . :

Enclosure in No. 24,

Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner Segunda Gallega,” Agustin
' Capera, Master.

'—‘THIS Vessel arrived in the ,H-ru‘bom: of Sierra Leoue on the 31st of October 1825, with 276 .
Slaves on boatd, consis ing of 132 men, 20 women, 105 boys, and 19 gitls, On the 2d of
November the Ship's Papers were brought into Court, duly attested, by William Gray, Lieut. of
His Majes:y’s Ship, ** Maidstone,” Charles Bullen, C.B. Commaodore, and Proceedings weére com-
menced 1 this Case 5 & Monition was prayed and issued, citing all Persons having any right, or
pretended right, to the said Vessel and Slaves, to appear and make claim, which was afterwards re-
turned certified as duly served. .

In Commoadore Bullen’s Declaration it is stated, that “on the 291h of September 1895, in or
about’ Latitude 6. 13. North, and Longitude 3. 18. Bast, he detained the Schooner ¢ Segunda
Gallega,” sailing under Spanish Colours, armed with | gun, 12 pounder, commanded by Dho
Capero, with a ciew of 29 men and boys, who declared her to be bound from the River Lagos
to the Havaunabh, having on board 292 Slyves, viz. 145 men, 20 women, 108 boys, and 19 girls,”

The Master in his examination, stated, rhat the Vessel, and the greatest part of the Slaves, be-
longed to himself, and that he took possession of her in April ast ; that she is 51 tons burthen ;
that the present voyage began ac the Havannah, but cannot say whether it would have ended at
Porto Rico or the Hevannal ; thar 285 Slaves were taken on board during the voyage ; they were
all shipped at the River Lagos, and that none had died previous to Capture,

Auntonio Roderiguez, S-eward of the said Vessel, in his Answers to the standing Iuterrogatories,
confirms the Evidence of the Master,

The Case of illicit Slave-trade being thus -clearly proved, and no Claim having been made by
the Owner, the Court passed Sentence of condemmation on the Vessel, and decreed the emanci,
yation of the Slaves, on the 23d day of November 1825,

{Signed) GEO. RENDALL,
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| No. 25.
G. Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning —( Received June 2.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, January 10, 1826.

1 HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, the Report of ‘the
Case of the Spanish Schooner ¢ Clara,” otherwise ¢ Clarita,” detained by
His Majesty’s Ship  Brazen,” Captain George Wicken Willes, off Cape Me-
surado, on the 4th of November 1825, with 36 slaves on board.

This Vessel was brought in here for Adjudication on the 15th of November
1825, and the proof of illicit Slave-trade being perfectly clear, she was con-

“demned by the Court on the 23d of the same month, the Emancipation of the
Slaves being decreed on the same day.
I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. RENDALL.

&e. e &ec.

Enclosure 1n Ne. 25.

Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner *“ Clara,” otherwise  Clarita;
Jozé Morano, Master, :

THIS Vessel was sent into the Port of Freetown on the 15th of November 1825, by Captdin
‘George W, Willes, with 36 slaves on board, consisting ot 12 men, 9 women, 8 boys, 6 girls, and
I infant. . On the same day the Ship’s Papers, with the Declaration of the Captor, were lodged
in_ the Registry Office, duly attested by Mr. J. Batt, Admiralty Mate of His Majesty’s Ship
‘¢ Brazen.” Ou the 16th of November, a Monition was prayed and issued, calling upon all Per-
sous having, or pretending to have, uny right, title, orinterest in the said Vessel and Cargo, to
appear and make claim, which was returned on the 234, certified as having been duly served.”

Captuin Willes, in his Declaration, states, that on the 4th of November 1825, ‘being in Latitude
5,15 North, and Lougitude 10, 30. West, he fell in with and detained the Schooner ¢ Clarita,”’
Jozé Morano, Acting Master, with_a crew of 14men, armed with 1 gun and 20 muskets, and having
«on board 36 slaves, together with some tobacco, spirits, and other articles.

Joz& Morano, the Master, in answer to the Standing Iuterrogatories, deposed, that the late
Master was the Owner ; that upon his decease, on the 18th of September lust, he appointed him-
self to the command off Grand Currow ; that the presént voyage began at the Havannah, and was
to have ended there, Gibraltar was the last clearing Port the Vessel sailed from ; touclied at
Grand Currow, Teembo, and the Gallinas, on this Coast during the voyage; she was seized for
havipg slaves on board off Cape Mesurado; sailed under Spanish- Colours ; her name’ was the
“¢ Clarita.” The present Cargo covsists of 36 slaves, and 450 rolls of tobacco; 33 slaves were
taken on board at Teembo, from a man named Brown, and 3 at the Gallinas.

The Boatswain in his examination corroborates fully the evidence ot the Master.

1t appears by the Papers of this Vessel, that she cleared out from the Havannah with a Crew 6f
12 men, on the 22d of March 1825, for Gibraltar ; that José Peres Munoz was then Master; that
m the 4th of July he appeared before the Spanish Consul at Gibtaltar, and obtaitied a Certificate’
f Laving shipped 15 men and boys, retaining only the Boatswain and [ boy of the original Crew';
he cleared out also en the same day for St, Thomas’ and the Havaunah. The whole of the Papers
found on board consist only of a Passport for the Vessel, (therein called the ¢¢ Clara;”) a List 6f
the Crew, printed rules to be ohserved by Masters and Officers of Spapish Vessels, a Mediter-
ranean Passport, and a Bill of Health gjven at Gibraltar, ' .

The case of illicit Traflick being clearly proved, and no Claim having been made on behalf of the
Owner or Master, the Court, without hesitation, pronounced Sentence of Condemnation on the said
Vessel, and decreed_the Emancipation of the Slaves on the 23d day of November 1825,

(Signed) .GEO, RENDALL.

No. 26.
G. Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning—(Received June 2)

Stx, Sierra Leone, January 10, 1826,

T HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, the Report. ot the
Case of the Spanish Schooner ¢ Zeresa,” whereof Francisco Granell was

Master. :
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This Vesscl was detained by His Majesty’s Ship « Redwing,” D. C. Cla-
vering, Esq. Commander, in Old Calabar River, on the 6th of October 1825,
with 248 Slaves on board, 50 of whom, on account of her crowde state, were
put on board the Spanish Schooner « .4ra,” also detained by the « Redwing.”

The ¢ Teresa” was upset in a tornado on the 19th of October last, when all
on board perished, except 8 of the Prize Crew, 4.Spaniards, and 6 Slaves.

The Couct, deeming the proofs of illicit Slave-trade to be clear) y established,
pronounced that at the time of seizure the Schooner ¢ Teresa” was liable to
confiscation, and decreed the Emaneipation of the surviving Slaves on the 3d
day of January 1826. I have the bonour to be, &e.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEQ. RENDALL.
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 26.

Report of the Case of the Spunish Schooner < Tevesa,” Francisco Granell,
Master, |

UPON the 17th of December 1825, the Dapers of this Vessel were brought into Court by Lien-
tenant Card, of His Majes'y’s Ship ¢ Redwing » D. C, Clavering, lsq. Commander, and duly
attested by him.  ©On the same day, an Affidavit, made Ly Lieutenant Wilson and Thomas Mae
Gowan, E<q., Admiralty Mate, both of His Majesty’s Ship < Redwing,” was filed, and was in
substanee as follows : That, on the 2th of October last, by order of Captain Clavering, they took
charge of the detainéd Schooner < Teresa,” with 248 slaves on board, and accompanied His Ma-
Jesty's Ship ¢ Redwing™ to the River Cameroons and Cape Formosa. That said Schooner being
very crowded, 50 slaves were removed into the Spanish Schooner ¢ dna;” that on the 19th of
October last, at about 2. 3. a. M., being about half a mile from the Ship, with nearly all sail set,
the Schoouer was suddenly laid on bLer béam-ends by a ternado, and almost immediately went
down; that, by clinging to spars, these Deponents, with 8 of the Prize Crew, 4 Spaniards, and
6 Slaves, were rescued by the Boats of the Ship, after being 7 hours in the water ; that 186 Slaves,
4 of the Prize Crew, and 1 Spaniard, were unfortunately fost ; 6 slaves had died of fever and dy-
séntery pievious to this occurrence. The usual Monition was prayed and issued on the §9th of
Deceniber, calling upon all Persons having, or pretending to have, any right in the Spanish
Schooner ¢ Teresa® to appear and make due Claim ; it was returned on the 26th, certified as
having been duly served.

Lhe Declaration of the Captor, “Captain Douglas Charles Clavering, states, that on the 6th of
October 1825, the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship *¢ Redwing™ detained the Schooner * Teresa’ in
the Old Calabar River, in about Latitude 4. 33. North, and Longitude 8. 45, East, with 248
slaves_on hoard, who were counted in the presence of the Master and Mate of the said Vessel,

A Certificute, signed *“ D, C. Clavering, Commander,” *“ Francisco Granell,” and witnessed by
¢ Robert Card,’ Lieutenant,” and < William Armstrong, Surgeon,” was filed in Court on 1he 27¢h
of December, It states, that Fraucisco Granell has petitioned to be landed at the nearest Port. in
. consequence of sickness amd scurvy, which were increasing daily, by living on salt provisions, and
which Mr. Armstrong, fhe Surgeon of the Ship, confirms ; that, as the ** Teresa™ was lost, it was
supposed his presence 4s a Witness was no longer required ; that be freely and willingly (knowing
the seizure to Lave been just) gave up all claim to indemnitication tor her loss 5 that, in considera-
tion of the above circumstances, Captain Clavering acceded te his request, and landed him at
Priuces Island, ‘

" Pablo Fréxas, in his Answers to the Standing Intervogateries, states, that the Master, Francisco
Granell, took possession of the Vessel at Saint Jago de Cuba. She was seized for having slaves on
board ; sailed under Spanish Colours, The present vovage began at Saint Jago de Cuba, and was
to . have ended there; it was the last cleasing Port, She anchored in ‘Cameroon and Calabar Ri-
vers, to trade for Slaves ; was avmed withionr carronades, some muskets, cutlasses and carttidges ;
fifed one carrounade and some muskets at the Baats ; does not know who gave the orders to do $0;
247 slaves were taken on board, some-in the River Calabar, and the remainder-is the Cameroons.

By the Vessel's Papers, it appears that the Schvoner ¢ Teresa,” Francisco Granell, Master, of
85 tons burthen, with a Crew of 23 men and boys, cleared out from Santiago de Ciiba on the 4th
of May 1825, with a general cargo, for Princes’ Island.

The proufs of illicit Slave-trade being so clear, the Court pronounced, that, at the time ot
seizure, the said Schooner ¢ Teresa’” was illegally engaged in the Traflick .of Slaves, and, as such,

subject and liable to confiscation, und decreed the surviving slaves belonging to the said Schooner
¢ deresa” to be emancipated on'the 34 day of January 1826,

(Signedy GEO. RENDALL

¥
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No. 27.
George Rendall, Esg. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 2.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, January 10, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, the Report of the
Case of the Spanish .Schooner, “ _.4na,” detained off the River Cameroons
on the 11th of October 1825, by His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Redwing,” Douglas
C. Clavering, Esq. Commander, having on board at the time -of the capture
103 slaves.

-This Vessel arrived in the Harbour of Freetown, on the 25th of November
last, with 130 slaves, 50 having been put on board from the “ Zeresa,” and
45 from the * Isabella,” and 68 out of the whole number having died on their
passage to this Place.

The engagement of this Vessel in the jllicit Traffick in Slaves being clearly
proved, the Court passed Sentence of Condemnation on the 3d of January
1826, and decrced the Emancipation of the surviving Slaves.

I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. RENDALL.
&e. &e. e '

Enclosure in No, 27.

Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner © Ana,” Manoel Sierra, Master.

THE ¢ Ana’ arrived in Sierra Leone Harbour on the 25th of November 1825, in a wretched
condition, having lost 68 slaves on the passage, as appears by the Affidavit of Mv, Taylor, Master
of His Majesty’s Ship ¢“ Redwing,” Douglas Charles Clavering, lisq., Commander; he deposes
that, on the Iith of October last, they detained, off the Cameroons, the Spanish Schooner ¢ Ana,”
with 107 slaves on board, that 50 slaves were put on board said Schooner from the ¢ Teresa,”
and 45 from the ““Isabella,”” 2 other Prizes to His Majesty’s Ship * Redwing,” making in the
whole 202 slaves ; that on the passage up 68 died, chiefly from dysentery ; that no Medical Officer
was on board, but that Depenent administered medicine to the said slaves to the best of bis power,
and the greatest care and attention was paid to them. On the 26th of November, the Agent for
Captors prayed, that the slaves might be landed, whicl the Court immediately allowed, the follow-
ing number, viz. 50 men, 39 boys, 23 women, and 18 girls, makinga total of 130 slaves, were then
handed over to theMarshal of the saidCourt, and, ultimately, delivered by him to theChiet Super-
intendent of Liberated Africans. There were no means of ascertaining the survivors of the slaves
belouging to each Vessel separately, as no precaution liad been taken for that purpose.

“Phe declaration of the Captor, Cuptain Clavering, which was filed in Court on the 28th of
November, srates, that on the 11th of OQctober 1825, he detained the Spanish Schooner ¢ Ana™
off the River Cameroouns, in Latitude 3. 50. North, and Lougitude 9. 2. East, having ‘on board
H6 slaves, counted in the presence of the Mare, Francisco Carbonell (the Master having been
left on shore at Biwbia,) :

On the 5¢h of December the Vessel's Papers were brought into Court, and duly authenticated
by Mr. Braund, Purser of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Redwing.” ‘

The Monition was prayed on the 16th of December, and returned as duly served on the 26th,

Francisco Carbonell, Second Captain, states, in bis examination, that the Master, ManoelSmrra,
took possession of this Schooner at 8t. Jago de Cuba, - She sailed under Spanish Colours, was
seized for having slaves on board ; the Schoouver's name is the © Aua,”” she is about'80 tons
burthen, had a Crew of 27 Dfficers apd Mariners, exclusive of the Master.. The voyage began at
St. Jago de Cuba, and the Master said it was to have ended there, it was the last elearing Port;
touched at-Calabar to trade for slaves; first saw Capturing Ship off Bimbia; was captuved sbout
4 leagues off the River Camerogns; was coming from Bimbin; = was armed with 4 guas, $ mus-
Kets, some cutlasses, powder, and a few balls; fired 2 guns st-1he Boats; cannot say who gave
the order, as he was lying sick; does not know the Owner of the Vessel; 106 slaves were tiken
on board at Bimbia ; 3 died previous to capture. _ ‘

The evidence given by Mariano Casa, the Boatswvain of the Vessel, is the same in substance
with that of the Second Captain, except in. the number ot slaves. said to have been taken on
board, The Boatswain states that only 90 .slaves were shipped at Bimbia.

The Papers of the Vessel shew that she ¢leared from Santiago de Cuba on the 8th of June
1825, with a general Cargo tor St. Thomas’, and a Crew of 25 men and hoys commanded by
Manoel de Sierra. : , ,

‘The proofs ot illicit Slave-trade being thus clearly established, the Court passed Sentenee of
Condemuation against the Schoouer ** Ana,” and decreed the Emancipation ot the survivipg. Slases
‘on the 3d, day of January 1826. (Signed) GEO. RENDALL.
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No. 28.
George Rendall, Esq. to Mr, Secretary Canm’ng.—(}?ecez’ixed June 2.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, January 10, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to eaclose, for your information, a Report of the Case
of fthe Spanish Brigantine ¢ Ninfa Habanera,” José Puiz y Miro, Master,
brought in here for adjudication on the 21st of December 1825, having been
detained on the 17th of November, off Accra, by His Majesty’s Ship
¢ Brazen,” Captain George Wicken Willes, for having carried 50 Slaves
from Accra to Popoe: 231 Slaves were on shore at Popoe at the time of seizure,
which the Master acknowledged to be the Cargo belonging to the said
Brigantine.

The Cook belonging to the Vessel corroborated the evidence of the Master.

It being clearly proved that 50 Slaves had been shipped on board the
« Ninfa Habanera” during the present voyage, the Court felt no hesita-
tion in passing Sentence of Condemuation of the Vessel, and gave it
as their opinion, that most of the Slaves that were brought from Popoe
to this Colony, did compose the Cargo helonging to that Vessel, but as
they were not on board at the time of capture, the Court could not decree

their Emancipation. 1 have the honour to be? &e.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. RENDALL.

&e. &c. §e.

Enclosure in No. 28.

Report of the Case of the Spanish Brigantine ¢ Ninfa Habanera,” Jozé
- Puir y Miro, Master.

THIS Vessel arrived in the Harbour of Freetown on the 21ist of December 1825, with 228
slaves on board, consisting of 103 men, 70 women, 35 boys, and 20 girls. - On the same day the
Ship’s Papers, duly authenticated by Lieatenant Walker, of His Majésty’s Ship ¢ Brazen,” toge-
ther. with the Declaration of the Captor, Captain G. W. Willes, were filed in the Registry of the
Court.

The usual Monition was praved and issued on the 22d of December, and returned into Court on
the 30rh, certified by the Marshal as having been duly served.

Fhe. Declaration of Captain George Wicken Willes, commanding His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Brazen,”
‘states, that he detained the Spanish Brigantine ‘¢ Ninfa Habanera, of the Havannah, off Accra,

son the 17th of November 1823, for having bad slaves on board for the purpose of illicit Traffick
during her present voyage; and further, that, on the 22d of November, he -obtained from
Little Popoe 231 slaves, being the cargo of the said Vessel, acknowledged as such by the Master.
.Jozé Pujz y Miro, as-well as the Caboceer and principal People of Popoe. :

The Master, Jozé Puiz y Miro, in answer to the standing Interrogatories, deposed, that the
Qwner, Emecildo Laureyro, who lives in the Havannah, appointed him to the command of the
Vessel on the 31st of May last. - She has heen called the ¢ Ninfa Habanera”: for the two Jast
voyages, but was formerly called the ‘“ Segunda Ligera® She is 150 tons burthen, bhad a Crew
of 46, Officers and Mariners ; sailed under Spanish Colours; was seized for having carried 50
slaves from Accra to Popoe. The present voyage commenced at the Havaunah, and was to have
ended there; it was her last clearing Port; anchored at Quittab, Popoe, and Acera; at the first
Plate, to ascertain’her Longitude, at the two last, to trade for slaves ; was captured.off - Accra on
the 1l 7th of November 1825 ; was armed with | twelve-pounder, on a“pivot, and 5 carrona es, also
some muskets, cutlasses, powder and shot.  The slaves were put on board the Scheoner by the
Caprain of the Man-ot-war,  Fifty slaves were taken on board from the time they commeneed
tiading:at_Accra from the shore, and landed at Popoe; 21 men, 20 women, and 9 children. In
answer.te special Interrogatories, put by permission of tire Court, he stated, that most of the s'aves
put.on board at Little Popoe were the same that he purchased for the Briganiine taken; but soine
pj the healthy ones were exchanged by the Cuabocecr of Popoe, with whom they were in chuarge, for
sigkly qnes ; they were all confined in one house, the men in irons, the wom n and children were
nor; they were in the actual possessiou of the second Pilot of the Brigantine; believes the Cabo-
ceer sgng. them on board. but caniot be positive ; the son of the Caboceer of Popoe and two. other
people of that Place were on hoard at the time of capture; they were landed at Little Popoe, He
purchased 50 slaves.at Accra fiom a Caboceer named Ancrah.  He lives nearer the Dutch Fort
than the, English ; the Brigantine lay equally distant from the Danish and the Dutch Forts, out of
gun-shog of the English Fort; the 50 slaves were shipped in Ancral’s Candes; did not purchase
any slaves from Mr. Hansen; made the bargain with Ancrah for the 50 slaves, who distributed
the monev among his friends; believes one is named Quarty Cudjoe, and knows that Ay; the



Sierra Lrods..  (Spain.) 33

brother ot Ancrah, is another; the latter is Mr. Hansen’s head-man ; part of the 50 slaves were
supplied by him; does not know if they were on Mr. Hansen’s account; Ay was “with Ancrah
daily ; was there when the sgreement was made for the 50 slates ; went once to Mr. Hansen's
House to purchase a barrél of tar, and another rime with a Spanish Captain to purchase a piece
of silk. Mr. Hansen did uot recommend Ancrah to him, nor did he ever speak about slaves ; does
niot know if Mr. Hansen authorized the sale of the slaves, or whether the purclinse was by his
order, or on his account ; Mr. Hansen did not sead him to Ancrah) nor does he know if the slaves
were furnished by Mr. Hanson’s erders, )

Luiz de Seppe, the Cool ‘belonging to this Vessel, was also examined upon the Standing In-
terrogatories, and corroborated the evidence of the Master.

The Vessel's Papers shew’ that she was fitted out at the Havannah, from whence she cleared
tor Princes Island on the 14th of June 1825, with a general Cargo of dry goods, rum, tobacco, &e.

The tact of 30 slaves having been shipped on board the ¢ Ninfa Habanera” at Accra, during
the present voyage, and afterwards landed at Popoe, being clearly proved, the Court felt no. hesita-
“tion, on the 3d of January 1826, in pronouncing Sentenrce of Condemnation against the Vessel, as
having been illegally engaged in the Slave-trade at theltime of captare, but as it'was proved that
no sluves were actually on board the ¢ Ninfa Habanera” when detained by His Majesty’s. Ship
¢ Brazen,” and as no satisfactory evidence was given of the means by which the 23] slaves shipped
atPopoe were obtained by theCaptors, the Court could not decree their Emancipation ; at the same
time expressing its opinion, that most of the slaves brought to this Colony, in the said Brigantine
¢ Ninta Habanera,” did compose the Cargo belonging to that Vessel.

(Signed) GEO. RENDALL

No. 29.
His Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June2 )

Sir, : - Sierra Leone, March 25, 1826.

HEREWITH we have the honour to transmit to you, a Report of ‘the
Case of the Spanish Schooner  lberia,” detained by His Majesty’s Ship
¢ Brazen,” Captain GG. W. Willes,-on the 27th December 1825, for being
engaged in illicitly Trading in Slaves.
~ The Adjudication of the ¢ Iberia,” took place on the 21st instant, and as
the Traffick in.Slaves is by Treaty entirely prohibited to the Subjects of His
Catholick Majesty, and this Vessel having been actually found with 422 slaves
on board at the time of capture, no ditliculty could arise regarding the
decision, and Sentence of Condemnation was, therefore, pronounced against

her. We have the honour to be, &c.
‘ (Signed)  JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.
The Right Hon. George Canning, GEO. RENDALL. '

&e. & Ge.

Enclosure in No. 29.

Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner «lberia”, Andres Insua,
Master. ’

THIS Vessel was captured by His Majesty’s Ship ¢* Brazen,” Captain G. W, Willes, on the
27th day of December 1825, in Latitude 4, 25. North, and Longitude 3. 43, WVest, having, as he
states in his Declaration, 325 slaves on board. She arvived in this Harbour the 224 January
1826, and was immediately visited by the Surgeon of the Court, who recommended, that as the
slaves on board were in a very crowded state, and many. suffering from dysentery, as well us
15 cases of small-pox, and also many emaciated and debilitated, that those in a healthy state
should be allowed to be landed instantly, and those saffering from small-pox, dysentery, %e.
be kept on board, and the Vessel placed in quarantine, till such tine as the infection ceased, A
Petition was immediately made to the Court to land the healthy slaves, which was granted, and
the Vessel placed in quarantine for some days, owing to which the Papers in this Case were not
filed until the 28th January ; which having been done, 2 Monition was prayed for and granted on
the 31st, citing the Parties interested in the Case, to appear and shew cause why she should not'be
condemned as lawiul Prize. : B



34 Sicrra Leone.  (Spain.)

This Vessel, by the Papers found on hoard, of which there were only four, viz. Passport, List of
Crew, Countersign, and Bill of Sale, declare her to have cleared out from IHavannah on the
16th July 1825, for the Island of Princes on the Coast of Africa, for legitimate Commerce, and
not to trade for slaves ; and yet, on the 6th of October following, she is boarded by the Boats of
Ilis Mujesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone,” while lying at anchor at Lagos, as appears by the endorsement
of the Boarding Officer on the back of hLer Papers. It is necessary to remark that, as no
Log, or aay other Papers or Writings than those above stated, were found ou board of ler, there
can be no doubt bur that they were destroyed. during the chase of the said Vessel, which oceup ed
50 howrs, yet the Master declares, in his Examination, that no Papers, Letters, Writings or other
Documenss, which were on board the Vessel, when she took her departure from the last clearing
Porr, and before eapture, were burnt, torn, thrown overboard, destroyed, cancelled or concealed,
He furrher detlares, that the present voyage began at the Havannah, and when his Cargo was
completed, it was to have ended there.—Havannah was the lust clearing Post previous to
capture.  The Schooner anchored at Accra and Lagos; during the voyage in which she was
taken ; she anchored at Accra to purchase provisions, and at Lagos to trade, half of the
Cargo having been damaged from the length of time it had been on board; he was obliged
to purchase slaves, as he could not wait any longer to get palm-ojl and ivory, and those slaves
he took on board to sell along the Couast from Lagos to Accra, (he would have pased them
up by land, but a war between the King of Lagos and the King of Badaggery prevented Lis
doing s0), and with the proceeds of them he intended to purchase palm-oil, ivory, and other pro-
dace ; he lucther declares, that 422 slaves were taken ou boartl altogether, from the time the
trading for them commencer to the completing of the Cargo, and that he is the sole Owner of
them, and of the Vessel, which last fact is corroborated by the Bill of Sale found on board, and
the former by Pedro Salvo, Carpenter of the said Schooner, who, in every other material point,
corroborates the Master’s Declaration,

This Case presented no difficulty, the Treaty being plain and explicit, the Slave-trade to Spanish
Vessels being totally prohibited.—The Court did not hesitate in pronouncing the condenmation of
the said Schooner, and that 422 slaves were on board at the time of capture, 417 of whom were
decreed to be Emancipated, 5 having died before Adjudication.

(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.

Sierra Leone, March 25, 1826, GEO. RENDALL,

No. 30.
D. M. Hamilton, Esy. to Joseph Planta Jun. Esq.—-(Received October 16.)

SIr, Sierra Leone, August, 15, 1826.

. IN pursuance of the 75th Clause of the Act, passed in the 5th Year
-of the Reign ot His present Majesty, intituled < An Act to amend and conso-
lidate the Laws relating to the Abolition of the Slave-trade ;” and, in
obedience to the Instructions received from Mr. Secretary Canning relative
to the same, I beg leave to enclose, in duplicate, a List or Return of all
Spanish Vessels which have been Adjudicated in” the British and Spanish
Court of Mixed Commission established at this Place, from the 1st day
of January to the 30th day of June 1826, both days inclusive.
I have the honour to be, &e. .
J. Planta, Jun. Esq. (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.
&e. &ec. §e.
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Nu. 31.
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received October 17.)

{Extract.) : Sierra Leone, August 7, 1826.
MR. WILLIAMS being yet very ill, it therefore becomes my duty to

enclose, for your information, the Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner
“ Nicanor,” whereof Jozé Le Grand was Master, captured by a Boat of His
Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone,” on the 20th day of May last, of Whydah,
having onboard 174 slaves, one of whom jumped overboard and was drowned

rior to her arrival in this Harbour. She was bound, at the time of capture,
from Little Popoe to the Havannah. The proof of illicit Slave-trade being
very clear and unequivocal, the Court pronounced Sentence of Condemnation
of the Vessel, and Iimancipation of the Slaves on the 1st of July last.

Mr. Williams and myself think it our duaty in this Case to call your at-
tention to the fact of the capture having been made by a Schooner acting as
a Tender to His Majesty’s Ship  Maidstone ;” and we beg your Instructions
for our guidance in similar Cases.

The Right Hon. Georggy Canning, (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.,
& &e. c.

Enclosure in No. 31.

Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner called the  Nicanor,” whereof
Jozé Le Grand was Master,

THIS Vessel, with 173 slaves, all in good health, arrived in this Harbour on the 12th of June
fast, On the day following, the Papers, with the Affidavit of Mr. Samuel Richardson, Admiralty-
Mate of His Majesty’s Ship ¢¢ Maidstone,” commanded by Commogdore Bullen, were brought into
‘Court, together with the Declaration of Lieutenaut William Tucker, of that Ship, in which ke
certifies that ¢¢ being in the command of a Boat belonging to the said Ship, detuched to cruise
for the prevention of the illicit Peaffick in Slaves, on the 20th day of May 1826, being off Whydal,
he detained the Schoouer named the ¢¢ Nicanor,” sailing under 8panish Colours, armed with 1
gun (|2~ponnder,) commanded by Jozé Le Grand, who declare(l‘ her to be bound from Liltle
" Popoe to the Havannah, with a Crew consisting of 19 men and | boy, and having on board 174

slaves, all bealthy ; viz 53 men, 57 women, 36 boys, 22 girls and | infant » He Further cer-
tifies, ° that the said Schoonex appeared to be sea~wosthy, and was supplied with a sufficient stock
.of water and provisions for the support of the said Negroes and Ciew on their destined voyage to
the Havannah.” And he certifies ¢ the same to be given under his hand on board the Boat of
His Majesty’s Ship ¢* Maidstone,” the 20th day of May 1826.” Mr. Richardson, the Admiralty-
Mate, in his Affidavit aforesaid, makeih oath, ¢ That on the 20th day of the month of May ]as':,
being off Whydah, in @ Boat of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone,” they seized and detained the
Ship or Vesssl called the ¢ Nicanor,” whereof Jozé Le Grand was Master, by reason that the
said Schoouner was employed in the illicit Traffick in Slaves contrary to the existing Treaties
enteved into with His Britannick Majesty and His Catholick Majesty The King of Spain,

By the ‘¢ Nicanor's Papers, cousisting of a Spanish Royal Passport (by which it appears she
cleared out for legitimate “I'raffick only, at the 1slauds of Princes and St. Thomas on the Coast of
Africa,) a Mediterranean Pass, Role &’'Bqaipage and avother Document; it appears trom the
endorsements on them that prior to her capture on the 20th of May, she was visited by His
Majesty’s Ship ‘¢ Brazen,” Captain Willes. off Cape St. Paul, on the 18th of April last, and
-agai by the samne Ship, off Ningo, on the 26th of the same Month.

On the 20th of June, the usual Monition was prayed for and granted, calling upon.al] Persons
Laving, or pretending to have, any right, title, or intevest in the said Schooner and Slaves, to
appear and make claim, &c. which was afterwards returned certified to have been duly served, and
on the 22d day of the same Mouth, alter the examination of the aforesaid Jozé Le Grand had
been taken on the General lnterrogatories, an Order of Court was made on the Pecition of the
Captors, stating their apprehension of the slaves becoming sickly, by reason of the badness of the
weather, and  the smallness of the Vessel for the landing of them, 173 in number,— | having
Jjumped overboard, and baving been thereby drowned, o her passage to this Place since the cap-
wure. The Depositions of the Master and Cook, both clearly and uncquivecally es ablishing the
fact of illicit Slave-trading, the Court, ou the Ist of July, pronounced Condemnation of the Vessel
and Emancipation of the Slaves '

Prier to the Judgment being given in this Case, the Commissioners, on enquiriug of Mr, Ri-
chardson, the Admiralty-Mate of His Majesty’s Ship ¢¢ Maidstone,” ascertained that the Boat of,
the ¢¢ Maidstone,” said to bave made this capiure, was one of 1he Boats of that Ship attdched to
& decked Vessel, a Schooner, ealled the *“ Hope,” and a Tender to the ¢ Maidstone " Frigate,
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and which Mr, Richardson believes to be the property of Commodore Bullen ; her Crew consists
entirely of Persons belonging to His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone,” and she has been cruizing
alone after Slave-vessels,  She chased the *¢ Nicanor” several hours prior to her being boarded by
the °“ Maidstone’s ** Boat. . She is commanded by Lieut. Tucker, and parted company with the
# Maidstone™ off the Island of St. Thomas in the beginning of May last.

(Signed) D. M. HAMILTON,

No. 32.
Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, November 29, 1826.

I HAVE received your Despatch of this Series, marked Spain, of the 7th’
of August last, in which you call my attention to the Case of the  Nicanor,”
captured and condemned for illegal Slave trade.

The peculiarity of this Case was, that the Slave-trader was captured by a
Vessel acting under the command of Lieut. Tucker, as 2 Tender to His Ma-
jesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone.”

‘On this point I have to acquaint you, that, by a Communication from the
Admiralty, it appears that it would be contrary to all the Regulations of His
- Majesty’s Naval Service, to consider the Tenders as in any way distinct from.

the Ships to which they belong; and I have further to state to you, that it is
the opinion-of His Majesty’s Law Officer that you have acted properly in the
Case referred to, and that you should continue o act on the same principle in
future Cases.

I have also to acquaint you, that, for the more fully carrying of this princi-
ple into effect, the Lords of the Admiralty have given orders, that the re-
spective Officers commanding the Tenders in question' should each be fur-
nished with the signed Instruetions required by the Treaties for the repres-
sion of the Slave-trade, I am, &e.

His Majesty’'s Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.
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No. 33.
George Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 2,1826.)

Sig, : Sierra Leone, November 21, 1825.

I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, the Report of the
Case of the Brazilian Sumacca ** Bom Jesus dos Navigantes,” whereof Joad
Pereiro was Master, captured on the 17th of July last, by His Majesty’s Ship
«Rsk,” W. J. Purchas, Esq. Commander, with 280 Slaves (being 73 more
than allowed by Passport) on board.

The British and Portuguese Commissary Judges agreeing perfectly in
opinion, that this Vessel had taken on board the Slaves to the Northward of
the Line, passed Sentence of Condemnatien, and decreed the Emancipation
of the Slaves, on the 14tl of September last.

' I have the honour to be, &ec.
The Right Hon. George Canning (Signed) GEO. RENDALL.

&c. &e. &e.

Enclosure in’ No 33.

Report of the Case of the Brasilian Sumacca “ Bom Jesus dos Navigantes”,
' Joao Pereiro, Master.

THIS Vessel arrived in the Port of Freetown on the 13th of August 1825, with 267 slaves on
board, consisting of 106 men, 78 women, 40 boys, 27 girls, and 7 infants.

On the same day the Papers, duly authenticated, with the Declaration of the Captor, Captain
Purchas, of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Esk”, were brought into Court, and proceedings commenced
by the issue of a Monition, calling upon ail Persons having any right, or pretended right, to the
Vessel and Cargo, to appear and make claim, which was afterwards returned certified as duly served,

It is stated in the Royal Passport given at Bahia, the 21st day of January 1825, that this
Vessel is 825 tous, and carrying 22 men; that Antonio WNarciso is the Owner; that she was
bound to the Ports of Molembo, with the intention to ¢all at Costa da Mina, and back to any
Ports in the Brazilian Empire; and that any number of slaves not exceeding 206 are permitted
at one time to be on hoard of ber. .

Captain Purchas’s Declaration states, that he detained the “ Bom Jesus dos Navigantes”” on
the 17th day of July last, in or about Latitude 4. 0. North, and Longitude 4. 4. East ; that she

.. 'was sailing under Brazilian or Insurgent Portuguese Colours, with a Crew of 20 men and boys,

1 'supercargo and 7 passengers, and having' on board 280 slaves (being 73 more than allowed by
Passport) ; that these slaves consisted of 114 men, 80 women, 54 boys, 30 girls, and 7 infants.

Joao Pereiro, the Master, in answer to the standing Intervogatories, deposed, that he took on
board the whole of the present cargo of slaves at Molembo ; that he touched at Piccaniuy,
Elmina, Popoe, and Lagos, tor the purpose of purchasing provisions and a canoe; that he does
not uaderstand navigation. In answer to special Interrogatories, he states, that Molembo and Onim
are different places; thinks Molembo is close to Benin; dees not know the Latitude North or
South, or Longitude, where he took the slaves on board ; slaves had been embarked 15 days when
the Vessel was captured ; had been three days from Onim when captured ; a Spanish Schooner
took all his corn and beans, which obliged him to go to Onim, baving no money at any other
Port ; lefc his outward Cargo there; Spaniard boarded them close to the land, when he was
going to Molembo from Onim, but did not know the Latitude or Longitude; did not know the
day he arrived at or sailed from Molembo; left Onim for Molembo on tiie 23th of May; was 8
days on the passage ; uever purchased a slave at Onim, or in the Bight of Benin,

Gregorio Narciso, Cooper on board this Vessel, in answer to the standing Interrogatories
stated, that the Vessel went divect from Bahia to Molembo, and teuched at no other Porr tha(’:
the Slaves and the Canoe were purchas’ed there, To the special Interrogatories, —Molembo and
Ouvim are different places; does not know it Molembo is in the Bight of Beuin, or the- Latitude

_ North or South where the slaves were taken on board, or how many days the slaves had been

‘embarked, or had been at Sea previous to capture; conld not tell why they were so “tar to
the Northward ; stated that a Spanish Vessel took from them a part of their beans, corn, and
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_farinha ; went straight to Molembo, did not purchase provisions there, but after leaving Mo~
lembo they came close to the Bight of Benin to purchase beans, &c. there being none at Molembo,

Louis Ferrara, a seaman belonging to this Vessel, in his examination, stated, that the Vessel
touched at Elwina for water, at Popoe for weod, at Onim to land the whole ot the tobacco, and at
Molembo to deliver the remainder of the cargo; that the whole of the slaves were taken on board at
Molembo. ‘

An Affidavit of 3 of the slaves, found on board of this Vessel, was produced on the part of the
Captors, (the men having been sworn before the Registrar, aceording to the custom of their Coun.
try, to speak the trath,) state, that they were all sold at u Place called . Aco to the Master of 1he
‘¢ Bom Jesus dos Navigantes” ; that Aeo is a Town in, the middle of a large Lake, fresh in the
rainy season, and salt in the dry season; that they were first put into Coromantin or Fantee
Canoes, manned by Fantee men, then into a Sloop Boat, which carried them across the har,
where the surf was great and the water broke very heavy, to the ¢ Bom Jesus dos Navigantes® ;
that they never saw land from the time the Vessel sailed until after she was captured, atid that
‘they were only & days on board before the caprure took place.

" 5ix more of the slaves were examined upou special Interrogatories pat by order of the-Court ;
they all state that they were embarked at a Place called Aco, and that they were only § days on
board previous to the capture of the Vessel,

The Court having duly considered the fact of this Vessel being found so far to the Northward
of the Equator, the prevaricating testimony of the Master and two other Witnesses, with the pre-
tence of not knowing the Latitude of Molembo from whence the slaves were taken on board, the
proof afforded by the Log-baoks, and the concurring testimony of the slaves, did not hesitate to
pass Sentence of Condemnation of the Vessel, and decree the Emancipation of the Slaves, on the
}4th of September 1825. {Signed) GEO. RENDALL.

NO-»‘ 34:v
George Rendall, Esq. to My. Secretary Canning.~—( Received June 2, 1826.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, November 21, 1825,

I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your. information, the Report of the
Case of the Brazilian Schooner ¢ Unino,”- Jozé Ramos Gomis, Master, sent
into this Harbour for adjudication on the 21st of October last, hiaving been
detained on the 9th of the previous Month by His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Atholl,”
commanded by Captain James Arthur Murray, (His Majesty’s Ships _Esk”
and “ Redwing” in company), having'on board 361 slaves, all of which were
stated by the Master and Mate to have been thken on board from the River
Lagos, 112 ot which’ died on their passage up to this Place. '

The proof of illicit Slave-trade beingso clear, (Lagos lying in about Lati-
tude 6..10. North), the Court passed Sentence of Condemnation on the Vessel,
and decreed the Emancipation of the surviving Slaves,.on the 4th of November

1825. I have the honour to be, &c.
Zhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed)  GEQ. RENDALL.

&e. &e. &e.
‘Enclosure in No. 34.

Report of the Case of the Brazilian Schooner « Uniao,” Joxé Ramos Gomis,
: Master.

THIS Vessel -arrived in the Harbour of Freetown on the 21st of October 1825, with 249 Slaves
on board, consisting of 138 men, 25 women, 53 boys, and 33 girls ; 112 having diéd since cap-
ture ou the passage up to this Port; as stated in the Affidavit of Mr. Rowe, Prize-Master; who
deposes that they died principally from small-pox aad dyseutery; that ub Surgeon was on board,
but that the greatést care was taken of them, Mr. Shower, the Surgeon attached to the Mixed
Commissions, visited the Vessel immediately on her arrival, and reparted 11 cases of small-pox,
and several of dysentery, then remaining. ~ It wis deemed expedient to place the Vessel uader
Quarantine Regulations, and precantionary measures were taken in the landing of the slaves, by
which all contagion was Wappily avoided. = Ou the same day the Ship's Papers were hrought into
€ourt.duly authenticated, with the Declaration of Captain J. A. Murray, of His Majesty’s ¢ Atholi,”
A Monition .was issaed on the 22d of October, calling upon all Peisons haviug, or pretending. to
have, any right or interest in the ¢ Uniao” and slaves, to appear and make claim, which-was re-
tarned on the 31st of October, certified as having been duly served. - S
. By the Royal Passport, No. 16, dated at Baliia, the I4th of July 1825, it- appesdrs - that the
“¢ Unjao” is of the burthen of 118 tons, and theretore anthorized to carry -any number-of slaves
16t excéeding ‘295 at one time ; that Vincente de Paulo‘e:SHva was the Owner, and rhat she was
bound to the Ports of Mulembo, from whence she was to retusn o any of -the Ports of the Empire.




40 Sterra Lroxe.  (Portugal and Brazil.)

Captain Murray’s Declaration states, that, on the 9th of September 1825, being in_or about
Latitude 2. 33. North, Longitude 4. 17. East, he detained (His Majesty’s Ships < Esk” and
¢¢ Redwing” in company) the Scliooner ¢ Uniao,” sailiig under Brazilian Colours, armed with
2 guus, six-pounders, commanded by Joseph Gomez, who declared her to be bound from Lagos
to Bahia, with a Crew consisting of 24 men and | boy, having on board 361 slaves, said to have
been taken on board at Lagos on the 1st.of September, viz : 217 men, 30 women, 80 boys, and 33
girls.

The Master, Joze Ramos Gomis, deposeth, that 364 slaves were taken on board the ¢ Uniao”
during the voyage, all of whom were shipped at the River Lagos. The Vessel was captored near
Princes Island. The Mate, Jozé da Rosa, in his Deposition, gives the same evidence. The Case
of illicit Stave-traffick being thus clearly proved, (the River Lagos being in about Latitude 6. 10.
North), the Court passed Sentence of Condenmation on the Vessel, and decreed the Emancipation
of the Slaves, upen the 4th day of November 1823, (Signed) GEO. RENDALL.

No. 35.

George Rendall, Esy. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 2.)

Sz, Sierra Legone, January 10, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, a Report of the
Case of the Briziliau Brig “ Pagueta de Bahia,” Bento Francisco de Carvalho,
Master, detained by His Majesty’s Brig *¢ Swinger,” J. C. Giles, Acting
Lieutenant, Commander, off Accra, on the 22d of November 1825, with
386 Slaves on board, all of whom, the Master stated, were shipped at
Whydah. The Court passed Sentence of Condemnation of the Vessel, on
the 10th of January 1826, and decreed the Emancipation of the Slaves.

I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hen. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. RENDALL.

&c. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 35.

Report of the Case of the Brasilian Brig, “ Paqueta de Bahia,” Bento
Francisco de Carvalho, Master.

THIS Vessel arrived in Sierra Leone Harbour, on the 23d of December 1825 , with 385
slaves on board, consisting of 145 men, 97 women, 79 boys, and 64 girls.

On the same day Mr. Burnett, the Prize Master, brought into the Registry the Declaration of
the Ceptors, and deposed that he boarded the Brig °* Paqueta de Bahia,” but found no Papers,
the same having been taken by the Spanish Schooner ¢ Matilda,” John Segrera, Master, as ap-
pears by a Certificate, signed by the Master and Mate of the said Brig, and annexed to Mr. Bur-
nett’s Deposition.

The Declaration of the Captor states, that His Majesty’s Brig ¢ Swinger,” J. C. Giles,
Acting Lieat. Commander, detained the Brazilian Brig ¢“ Paqueta de Bahia,” on the 22d of No-
vember 1825, in Latitude 5. 15. North, and Longitude 0. 30. East, commanded by Bento Fran-
cisco de Carvalho, with 386 slaves on board, shipped at Whydah,

The Master, in answer to the standing Interrogatories, deposed, that Manoel Joaquim de
Almeida, the Supercargo, gave him the command of the Vessel at Molembo, about 8 months ago.
She sailed under Brazilian Colours ; the name of the Vessel is the ‘¢ Paqueta de Bahia,” is
about 200 tons burthen, the preseut voyage began at Bahia, and was to have ended there, it
was the last clearing Port sailed from ; the Vessel anchored at Lagos and Molembo during the
voyage, in which she was taken, and took on board at Molembo 388 slaves, of which he was
plandered by the Spanish Schooner ¢¢ Matilda,” as also of his Ship’s Papers, on his way from
Molembo to Babia. He then went to Whydah, where be took on board the present Cargo; that Joao
Victa Moreira and Manuel Jozé de Maghalaens, were the Owners of the said Vessel ; Francisco
Felis de Sousa is the Lader of the slaves on board, Joao Victa Moreira Manoel Jozé de Maghalaens
himself, the first Pilot, and some of the Passengers are the Owners and Cousigunees of them ;
says 387 slaves were taken on board; all of them at Whydah, 1 died previous to capture,
and 1 since; he ordered the remaining Ship’s Papers to be thrown overboard, when thé
Man-of-War's Boats were about to board the Vessel, ' ’

Braz Riberio de Moreira, the Doctor belonging to this Vessel, in his Answers to the standing
Interrogatories, confirmed the material points of the Master’s evidence,

The case of illicit T'raffick being thus clearly proved, and no Claim having been made, the Court
passed Sentence of Condemnation of the Vessel, and decreed the Emancipation of the Slaves, on
the 1 0th of January 1826, _

(Sigoed) GEO, RENDALL.
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No. 36.

His Muajesty’'s Commassioners to Myr. Secretary Canning—
(Recewed June 2.)

(Extract.) ‘ Sierra Leone, Marchk 21, 1826.

WE have been honoured with your Despatch of the 5th December last,
with Copy of a Note from the Marquis Palmella, announcing that His
Most Faithiul Majesty had judged it proper to remove M. Altavilla from
the Office of Commissary Judge in the Mixed Court of Commission esta-
blished at this Place.

The Letter addressed to M. Altavilla by M. de Palmella, and which ac-
companied the said Despatch, was delivered into the hands of M. Altavilla on
the 10th of February, the day on which it was received. :

We have been careful, Sir, in adopting such measures, conformably to
the Stipulations of the Convention, so that the Service, with which the
Commission is entrusted, will not suffer from the recall of M. Altavilla,

(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.
The Right Hon. George Canning, GEO. RENDALL-

&e. &e. &e.

No. 37.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
{Received June 2.)

Sir, Sicrra Leone, March 21, 1836.

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 15th of last Month,
of your Despatch of the 12th of January last, with its several Enclosures,
transmitted for our information and guidance, being Copies of a Corres-
pondence which has recently passed, upon the subject of a practice which has
prevailed on the part of the Authorities in Brazil, to grant permission to
Slave-vessels to touch at other Ports and Places than those which, by Treaty,
they are allowed to enter. ‘ .

These Documents are very gratifying to us, as they tend to lighten ina
considerable degree the difficulties that we might feel in the Adjudication of
Vessels dctained for trafficking in slaves, and sailing under the Brazilian
Flag.

I%l a Case which is not yet decided, but which is now occupying the atten-
tion of the Court, and on which we shall have the honour to report to you in
a few days, one of the grounds on which the Claimant founds his claim, is
the circnmstance of the Brazils having been recognized as an Independent
State, or Kingdom, by Portugal. \ o

We hope soon to have the satisfaction to learn that the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, will have issued Instructions to the Officers of His
Majesty’s squadron on this Coast, in. accordance with the application from
your Department, because we are convinced their tendency will be most ma-
terially to cripple the facilities of the Parties interested in the furtherance of

this most abominable Traffick. v
We have the honour to be, &e.

{Signed) JNO. TASKER WILLIAMS.
The Right Hon. George Canning, GEQ. RENDALL. ‘
&e. - &e. &e. ' ‘
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No. 38.

His Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Secrefary Canning.—
(Reccived June 2.)

Str, Sierra Lieone, March 21, 1826.

WE have had the honour to receive your Despatch of the 13th January, with
its Enclosures, being Copies of a Correspoundence which has passed between
yourself and His Majesty’s Consul at Bahia, on the subject of Charters which
had been offered to English Vessels, to proceed from that Port to Places in
Africa, North of the Line. We return thanks to you, Sir, for this com-
munication. _ '

As the name ot the Brig,  George and James,” appears in Mr. Consul
Pennell’s Despatch of the sth of iNovember 1826, it may not be considered
irrelevant to make a few observations regarding this Vessel, inasimuch as they
will tend to shew how just is the view which was taken as to the object of the
Parties who employed her.

" A Person of the name of Dollond, came out to the Coust ot Atrica as
Master of the ¢ George and James,” then the propertv, or said to be so, of
Matthew Foster and Co. of London ; he proceeded to Whydah, and there sold
the Vessel to a Mr. Ramnsay, who was his first Mate. Ramsuay takes her to
the Brazils, ships the Cargo stated in Mr. Consul Pennell’s Letter, and pro-
ceeds back again to Whydah, where a considerable portion of such Cargo was
distributed to several Vessels, which were, on that part of the Coast, trading
for Slaves.

It is supposed that De Souza, the notorious Portuguese Slave-trader, who for
so many Years has resided at Whydah and its vicinity, was the real Owner};
that he furnished Ramsay with the dollars with which the Vessel was pur-
chased, and that in reality, he (Ramsay) was only the nominal Owner, placed
in- command of her by De Souza, to protect his property by giving a false
colour to the transaction. Ramsay died shortly after the return from Brazil.
The Vessel was taken by His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Atholl,” at, or off, Whydah,
brought to Sierra Leone, tried under the Consolidated Stave-trade Abolition

.Act, in the Court of Vice-Admiralty, and condemned under the 4th Scction
" of the said Act, the 17th day of October 1825.
' We have the honour to be, &ec.

(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.
The Right Hon. George Canning, GEO. RENDALL.

&e. &e. &e.

No. 39.

His Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Received June 2.)

(Extract.) Sierra Leone, March 25, 1826.

WE have the honour to send you, enclosed, a Report of the Case of the
Brazilian Brigantine, ¢ Sam Joao Segunda Rosalia,” Amara Jose da Silva,
_ Master, captured by His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Atholl,” Captain James Arthur
- Murray, on the 28th November 1825, in Latitude 3. 31. North, Longitade
0. 54. Fast, having on board 258 Slaves.

This Vessel arrived at Sierra Leone. the 9th February, and was tried and
¢ondemned in the British- and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission on
the 21st instant.. _

Captain Murray, in his Declaration, states, that the Master acknowledged
the Slaves. to have been shipped at Lagos. This Man, unfortunately, died pre-
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vious to the arrival of the Vessel here. The Examinations, however, of soms
of the most intelligent of the Slaves, proved satisfactorily, that Lagos was the
Place from whence they were shipped. For more minute particulars we beg
to refer you to the Report.!

1 Itis distressing to us to have again to observe, that a system of the
grossest perjury prevails toa great extent, in the evidence given by many of
the Parties concerned in slave transactions, who are examined on the standing
Interrogatories. We feel this to be a most serious evil, and should be most
desirous to check its progress, were we satisfied as to the extent of our power
to do so. (Signed)  JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.
The Right Hon. George Canning,

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 39.

Report of the Case of ihe Braszilian Brigantine, “Sam Joao Segunda
Rosalia,” Amara Jose da Sitva, Master.

THIS Vessel was detained by His Majesty's Ship ¢ Atholl,” Captain James Arthar Murray,
on the 28th day of November 1825, who, in bis Declaration states, that, being in or about Lati~’
tude 3.31. North, Longitude 0. 54, East, he detained the Drigantive ¢ Sam Joro Segunda
Rosalia,” sailing under Brazilian Colours, commanded by Amara Jose da Silva, who declared Ler
to be bound from Lagos to Buhia, with a Crew consisting of 13 men, 3 boys and 3 passengers,
and having on board 260 slaves, said to have been taken on board at Lagos.

This Vessel arrived here on the 9th February, after an unusually protracted passage of 65 days, -
when scarcely 2 hope of her safety remained, and it was dreaded that she had shared the same fate
as the unfortunare “ Teresa.” During this time 72 of the miserable beings on hoard died, princi-
pally, as is stated in an Affidavit of Mr. Richard Musgrove, the Midshipman in charge, ¢ from
want of food, the said Vessel being only provisioned for 30 days, and that, after the greater part of
the provisions were out, they were put on an allowance of L a pint of farina, and £ of = pint of
water per day.” . ] -

A Monition was prayed for and granted on the 9th February, and on the same day, a Petition
was made to the Court, to be allowed to land the slaves, in consequence of their being much
reduced by famine and sickness, which was immediately acceded to, the Court feeling most anxious
to relieve, as far as lay in its power, the wretched sufferers,—and most miserable indeed was the
spectacle that presented itself on their being landed. )

It appears that this Vessel cleal’e(! out from Babia for .Molembo on a t.radmg voyage for Slaves,
and her Passport is dated the 6th of May 1825. In this Document it is stated, that << the said
Amara Joseph da Silva, Master, and Emanuel Francisco Moreira, Ownet, of the said Vessel, are
under an cbligation to enter solely such Ports on the Coast of Africa, where the Slave-trade is
permitted,”-—yet, on the 23d of July 1825, she was hoarded by the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship
¢ Atholl,” at Lagos, trading—and also by the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone,” on the
6th of October 1825, at the same Place ; as appears by the Indorsements of the Boarding Officers,
on the back of the said Passport. ) )

No Log was found on board at the time of capture ; bat it appears hy the Declaration of the
Captor, that the Master, Da Silva, acknowledged the Vessel was bound from Lagqs to Bahia, This
person died on the passage to Sierra Leone, otherwise there is just ground tor believing, that more

articulars of the proceeding in this illicit voyage, would have been t::llC]tE(I. ]

The first Pilot and Supercargo, Pradencio Vidal de Albnquerqge Vianna, and Manoel Gonsalves
Coelho, Boaiswain, being examined, on the usual Interrogatories declare, that the voyage com-
menced at Bahia for Molembo, and that the Brigantine went to Lagos to repair a leak she had
sprung, and during her stay there, some trade was carried. on by exchanging .tobacco for cloths,
for the Molembo Market ; from which Place she went direct to Molembo, in South Latitude,
where the Cargo of Slaves on hoard was shipped from the Shore. Prudcn_clo Vidal de Albugnerque
Vianna also declared, that after leaving Molembo, both the Master ard himself were attacked with
fever, and were confined to their beds; the second Mate, (the above-r.lamfed Manoel Gonsalves
Coetho), then took charge of the Vessel, and hekoew nothingabout Navigation, The day before
the Vessel was taken, was the first day he had been able to go on deck—and then, for the first
time, he took an obrervation, and found the Vessel was in 3. Nord} Latitade, having theun been
out 14 days, without any other proof of such being the fact than their own unsupported declara-
tions. Under these circumstances, 6 of the most intelligent slaves l'ak?n on board were exaniined,
and they all declared, they were shipped at ¢“Eco,” which is the Native nane for Lagos ;—one,
more intelligent than the rest, named Dalla, dec}ared, ¢ that, tpe name of the Place where he
was shipped on board the aforesaid Brigantine, ¢ is Eco.” Eeo is 9.days march from Benin ;
knows Badaggery, and it is 5 days march from Eco ; that Eco is betyveen Iigdaggery and
Benin; saw the Ship by which the Brigantine was taken, on the 7th day after. leaving Eco, and
ihey were captured on the Sth day.~The whole of the slaves on board the captured Brigantine,
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were taken on board at Lco, and they were all shipped in one day; he also states, he lived at
Eco (Lagos) 3 Years; and has been at Badaggery, from Eco,” which e knows well,"”

Prudencio Vidal de Albuguerque Vianna, being again examined as to the Latitude and Longi-
tude of Molembo, that he stated that the slaves were shipped on board at, declared it to be in 5 20.
Bouth .and 13. East of the weridian of London, but contumaciously refused to point out the place
upon the Chart. That this individval most grossly perjured himself is beyoud doubt, This prac-
tice, which is wuch to be regretted, seems too frequently to obrtain.

After having fully considered this Case, and taking into view that part of the Treaty which
s"ates, that “the proot of the legality of the voyage shall rest with the Cliimants of Vessels, when
taken to the Northward of the Line;” and uo such proof being exhibited, the suspicious circum-
stance of no Log being on board, to account for the Vessel’s course ayd-proceedings, together with
the Declarations of the Slaves, which lett not a doubt as to the Place of shipment :

The Court condemncd the said Brigantine as lawful Prize, and as takes in'such illicit Traffick
by His Majesty's Ship “* Atholl,” Captain J. A. Murray, and pronoynced 258 slaves to have been
taken on board at the time of capture, and emancipated the survivgrs, amounting in number to
186,~~72 having died before adjudication,

(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.
Sierra Leone, March 25, 1826, GEQ., RENDALL.

No. 40.

His ﬂf(g'@é'{y’s Commissioners to Mr. Seeretary Canning.—
(Lcceived  September 2.)

Str, Sierra Leone, June 10, 1826,

WE have the honour to enclose .an Abstract of the (ase of the Sloop
“¢ Esperanca” Joald Babtiste Lopes. This Vessel, the burthen ot which is
only 40 tons, was furnished with an Imperial Passport, authorizing her to

roceed from Pernambuco to Molembo, for a Cargo ot Slaves.

She was detained in the River Benin on the 4th of March, by His Ma-
jesty’s Ship ¢« Esk,” Captain William Jardine Purchas, and sent here for
adjudication.

On the §th of June she was condemned in the British and Portucuese
Court of Mixed Coromission :—for the particulars, we beg your refererﬁ:e to

the Report. We have the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.
The Right Hon. George Canning, D. M. HAMILTON.

e. &e. &c.

Enclosure in No. 40.

Report in the Cuse of the Sloop ““ Esperanca,” Joao Babtiste Lopes, Master,
sailing under Brazilian Colours.

THIS Vessel was detained by His Majesty’s Ship < Bsk,” William Jardine Purchas Es
Commander, on the 4th of March last, in Latitude 5. 43. North, Longitude 5. 25, Eas,t al?cll
arrived in thijs Harbour on the 3d of May. ’

On the following day (the 4th) the Papers in this Case were delivered into the Registry by the
Prize-Master, Mr. George Herbert, a Midshipman of His Majesty's Ship ¢ Esk,” who, in his
Affidavit, declaves, that the said Papers were received by Cnptaiin Purchas from the first i’ilot of
the ¢ Esperanca.” On the same day the Court was petitioned that a Monition might issue, the
Prayer of which was granted. ) . ’

On the 8th, an Affidavit of Mr. Richard Boroagh Crawford, Admiralty Mate of the ¢ Esk,»
was filed, accounting for the absence of the Master of the ¢ Esperanca.” He deposed, that beir;
in a Boat of His Majesty’s said Ship, be boarded the said Sloop iu the River Benin, an’d found hff
in charge of Jozé Carneiro dos Santos, first Pilot, who informed the Depouent that the Master
Joao Baptiste Lopes, was on shore at a Place called Gato, purchasing slaves, ?

The Captor, in his Declaration, sets forth, that he detained the Sloop Esperanca,” under
Brazilian Colours, on the 4th of March 1826, being then at anchor in the River Bgmen cr)ul
manded by Jozé Baptiste Lopes, but who was then absent from the sajd Sloop; that Jozé C;\me',.h
dos Santos, the Pilot, stated to bim, the Declarer, that the jntended déstinz;tiun of the ¢~ Esl 2
ranga’ was from Benin to Pernambuco; and turther declared, that 36 slaves were landed frpe-
the Sloop, when the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship hove.in sight,  The Declaration also sratz;n
thalt 4 slaves were intercepted in the artempt of the Sloop’s Boat 1o land them, and brought back
10 her,
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The Monition was returned into the Registry, certified as having been duly served, on thie 22d.

Ou the Rth of June the Case was adjudicated.

The acknewledgment of Jozé Carneiro dos Santos, the Pilot, in his examination of the illegal
pursuit in which this Vessel was employed, a similar statement made by the Cabin-boy, Manuel Joa-
quim de Brito; and the fact of hier baving been found actually engaged in the Traffick in Slaves on a
pertof the Coast of Africa, where the Slave-trade is not permitted to the Suljects of The Emperor of
Brazil, being clear and manifest ; the Commissioners, without hesitation, condemned her as lawtul
Prize to the respective Governments.

Sentence of Condemnation was accordingly passed against her, and the slaves, 4 in number,

were decreed to be emancipated, (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.
Sicrra Leone, June 10, 1826, D. M. HAMILTON.
No. 41.

IHis Mapesty's Commissioners to My. Secrctary Canning —(Received Sept. 2.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, June 10, 1826.

WE have the honour to transmit with this Despatch, for your information,
a Report of our Decision in the Case of the Brazilian Brigantine ¢ Netuno,”
Jozé Claudio Gomes, Master.

This Vessel was detained in the River Benin, on the 4th of March, and her
condemnation was decreed, and her slaves emancipated, on the 8th instant.

In a late Despatch we acquainted you that the ©“ Netuno,” on her passage
to Sierra Leone, had fallen in with, and being obstructed, had engaged a Brig
under the Spanish Flag.

In conformity with the intention we then expressed, we made particular
enquiry into the circumstances of this affair ; and, in order, Sir, to put you
in full possession of the facts, we deem it the better method to enclose Copy
of a Memorandum which was made, it our request, by Mr. Crawford, the
Prize Master, and which contains, in addition to the detail, a particular de-
scription of the Brig. .

We certainly think that this young Officer deserves much credit for his
cool and determined conduct on this occasion, particularly when the very
small number of which his crew consisted, and the manner in which the
Schooner was armed, as contrasted with the Pirate, be considered.

The escape was most fortunate ; for had they succeeded in the detention,
the consequence, in all probability, would have been most disastrous.

One shot from the Brig penetrated the hull of the ¢ Netuno,” and killed
one unfortunate female slave in the hold.

‘We have the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.
The Right Hon. George Canning, D. M. HAMILTON.

&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 41.

Report of the Case of the Brigantine © Netuno,” Jozé Claudio Gomes,
Master, sailing under Bragilian Colours.

THIS Vessel arrived in the River Sierra Leone on the 5th of May, under charge ot Mr,
Richard Borough Crawford, Admiralty-Mate of His Majesty’s Ship ¢¢ Esk,” baving on board,
according to the Marshal's Report, 84 slaves. On the following day (the 6th) the Papers were
filed in Court, and on the same day a Monition was prayed and granted.

The Declaration of William Jardine Purchas, Esq., Commander of His Majesty’s Ship-of-
War < Esk,” sets forth, that, on thedth day of March 1826, he detained, in the River Beuin, the
Brigantine ¢ Netuno,” (being at anchor there under Brazilian Colours,) Jozé Claudio Gomes,
Master, who declared that the said Brigantine was bound from the River Benin to Pernambuco,

The Captor further declares, that when the said Vessel was boarded, 72 slaves were tound on
board of her; and be further states, that the Brigantine was supplied with provisions and water
for 59 days, for the Negroes and Crew for the intended voyage. .

The Declaration also states, that on the appearance of the Boats of the *¢ Esk,” a namber of
glaves in Canoes aund in Boats were landed from the ¢¢ Netuno,” that one of the Beats so em-
ployed was intercepted in attempting to land, and brought back to the Brigantine ; the Boat
contained 20 Negroes, viz: 1 woman and 19 boys and girls.
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Tt is also set forth in the Declaration, that a statement was made fo the Captor by the afores
named Jozé Claudio Gomes, that the number of slaves on board the Brigantine, when the Boats
of the ““ Bisk ** hove in sight, amounted to 150 —58 of whon they sugceeded in Janding.

On the 8th, an Affidavit of Mr. Richard Borough Ciawford, the Officer in charge, was made
and filed, setting forth that 7 of the slaves bad died on the passage, and that 1 had been killed in
the hold of the said Vessel on the 20th of March, (being then in Latitode 0. 5. North, Longitude
1, 2. East) by a shot from a Vessel, which is designated in the Affidavit as a piratical Brig,

The Monition was returned as duly served on the 22d, aud the 29th of May was appointed for
the Adjudication of the Case, but the indisposition of His Mujesty’s Commissioner caused it to be
delayed until the Sth of June, when it took place,

Jozé Claundio Gomes, Master of the Brigantine ** Netuno,” in his Examination wpon the In-
terrogatories, deposed, that Francis Jacinto Pereira, a resident of PBernambuco, is the Owner of
the ¢ Netano,” that she was provided with an Imperial Passport to carry slaves to Molembo
(under the usual restrictions and conditions ;) that he proceeded from Pernambuco to the River
Benin, which was the only Place where he anchored during the voyage in which he was taken.
Francisco Pereira, the Deponent himself, the Pilot and the Boatswain were the Owners of the
slaves, Himself had 10 slaves, the Pilot 3 and the Boatswain 2, They were all taken on board
trom the Shore at Bohee, in the River Benin. 158 slaves were taken on. board from the com-
mencement of trading until the appearance of the Boats of the capturing Ship. When they were
found to be approaching, the Natives of Bohee came off in their Canoes, and took as many of
the slaves out of the Brigantine as they could, but he knew not how many.

The testimony of Francisco Antonio Gomes, Cabin Boy, and Pedro Joz6 Gomes, Cook, con-
firmed, in most particnlars, the previous Statement,

The slaves on board the Brigantine <¢.Netuno,” being thus, acknowledged to have been shipped
i the River Benin, to the Northward of the Equator, the fact of illicit Trafick was ma nifest,

Sentence of Condemnation was accordingly passed against her, and her slaves were decreed to
‘be emanci'péted{ His Majesty’s Commissiouers decided the namber taken to be 92,

(Signed) ~ JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS,
Sierra Leone, June 19, 1526. D. M. HAMILTON,

Second Enclosure in No. 41.

Brazilian Vessel Netuno,” of 75 Tons.

(BMemo.) Nierra Leone, May 11, 1826,

The ¢* Netuno” 'was detained by the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Esk,” in the River Fore
10:3, on the-4ih. and sailed from thence on the 6th of Mareh, in comp ury with the Brazilian
Sloop ¢« Esperanza,” captured at the s..me time.

Bloop parted commpany in the night, in consequence of her superiorjty in sailing.

Contrary winds endeavouring to get to the westward 1ill March 20, when at 3 », . in Laritude
1. 30. North, and Lougitude 1. 31, East, by account, observed a Vessel in the S. E., stand-
ing rowards us under all sail ; 3. 50:, Swranger fired two guns, prize hoisteid an English Ensign ;
4., Buig, 8.E. 2 miles, thought she was a Man of War. At 4. 50., Stranger 1 mile, tacked,
stood towards her an.t shortened sail ; at 5. observed Stranger shorten sail, and that she was not
an English Man.of War,

At 5. 10, filled, and in hoisting fore-top-mast studding sail, Stranger fired at ns, then no Colours
flymg, but immediately after hoisted French Ensign aud Pendant, -heat retreat wirh drum, and
lowered 5 ports a-side, hove to for her a second time; Stranger, when within 40 or 50 yards,
hove to, (used a bo «tswain’s call,) hailed Prizein English, and lowered a boat.

At 5. 20. p. m. boat came alongside with the Captain and 4 men, who asked whether we had
slaves 2 also -everal other questions in Spanish and broken English., The Captain ¢ould not
speak French, and on my remarking it to an English Tuterpreter, one of his Boat’s-crew, at the
same time observing that Brig was not a French Man-of-War, he repiied that she was, but
thar the Captain wus a Spaniard ; and on my further interrogating him, the Captain, who had pre.
Yiously used threatening langiage, both Spanish and English, repeatedly ordered me into his
Boat with Pupers, &c. &c. 1 us often pointing to the Ensign, told him, Vessel was prize to an
English Man-ot-War, that I hadno Papersfor him, neither would | go into his Boat, adx;ing
agaiy that she was not a French Mar-of -War, and that Le himself was a Spuniard. e, in a
menacing wannér and tone, said, I ani a Spaniar : frem the Havannah, Brig << C.rolina i into
ithe Boat immediately 5 prunto, prunto, &c. &c., and concluded by ordering e ¢ be -ilent, and
'his men to board ; I 'dared them at their peril, to-d them to remain, and that the Pap-rs should: be
produced. Now seeing the necessity of acting promptly, knowing with whom I bad to deal, and
Tesolving not tamely to give up my charge, I brought a brace o pistols, the ouls smali arms in
Prize, and supplicd by the < Esk,” and three distinct times asked tie Captain and Interpreter
whether he stitl remained - etermined to have me in his Boat. with my Papers, &c., and finding
him increase insubuse and threatening language, T shot the Captain ani Bowman, and wade the
the rem .inder of Boat’s-crew jump overboard ; bolding by the gunwale they regain-d their Boat,
and pulled 10 their Vessel. .

;1 he Pirate commenced firing 5 guus in the broadside, round aid grape, returned by the Piize

withii from 30 ta 50 yards, ‘with one six-pounder carronade, round. shot aud: cannister, trom
5. 80.till 7, 15 p.a., when, observed, Pirate’s Crew leave their guns.and retreat forward; fived
amongst them, Pirate ceased firing and hauled her wind ; ner gang-way ports in one, and part
of forecastle bulwark knocked down 5 we had at this time only 4 cartridges left,
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The ¢ Netuno's” Crew are 6 in number, she is armed with 2 six-pound carronades, 1 brace of
ships' pistols, and 6 slave cutlasses ; ‘she lias sustained considerable damage in sails and rigging,
main-gaff wounded, trysail gaff shot away; also tack of fore-iopsail, one shot between wind
and water. i :

The slaves, 92 in aumber, were below during the contest, and 'fur'tunately escaped with only
| woman killed, and one girl wounded.

" The Pirate brig is pierced for 20, and mounts 10 guns, has a top gallant forecastle, is-painted
with 2 white streaks to a billet head ; ports true ap, the inside of which are painted red, a large
hoat on booms, covered with tarpauling awning, and, from the noise and confusion dwing the

contest, must have had a cargo of slaves. :
(Signed) R. B. CRAWFORD, Prize Master..

Admiralty Mate, His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Esk.”

No. 42.
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning —(Received Sept. 2.)

Sig, Sierra Leone, June 10, 1826.

WE have the honour to énclose the Report of the Case of the Brazilian
Brig « Activo””—This Vessel was seized by His Majesty’s Ship “ Atholl,”
Captain James A. Muiray, on the 1st of February last, in Latitude
4. 24. South of the Equator, and Longitude 9. 37. West of London, and
brought into this Port for Adjudication on the 17th of the same Month,
with 164 slaves on board. Condemnation of the Vessel and Emancipation of
the Slaves was prayed in the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Com-
mission, on the plea of her having carried on an illicit Traffick in Slaves
to the North of the Equator, which plea was fully substantiated by proof,
but it was acknowledged by the Captors that she was seized to the South
of the Eduator; and it appearing to us a Case exactly similar to that of
the * Sinceridade,” the ‘principles of which have been so fully and ably
investigated and reported on by our Predecessors, and whose Decision in
that Case you were pleased to express your approbation of, we therefore
decreed the restoration of the Vessel and Slaves, and referred it to the
Registrar, to ascertain the amount of the costs, damages, and expences.

"Fhe Slaves in this Case quitted the Vessel a few days before the Adjudica-
tion took place ; it has been reported to us, that they revolted against the Per-
sons who were on board, and forcibly seized the Boats, and came on Shore,
and they were taken possession of by Mr. Cole, the Collector of the Duties, on
the part of the Colonial Government. : ‘ o

Mr. Lake, the Agent for the Captors, states, that he applied to Mr.
Macaulay, the Acting Governor, on finding that the Colonial Government
had taken possession of the Slaves, praying that they might be given
wp to him; upon which Mr. Macaulay observed, .that no Slaves could be
given up after being once landed in the Colony. It has, therefore, become a
question now, whether the Captor shounld be adjudged to pay the value of
‘those Slaves or not: the Proctor for the Claimant insists that the value
of the Slaves must be awarded, because it was through the Captors not
taking reasonable precaution that they mutinied and came on Shore. -Mr.
Macaulay having left the Colony for the Gambia, almost immediately atter
the revolt of these Slaves, we have had no communication with him
on the subject. We shall not fail, Sir, as soon as this Case is finally closed, to
make a further Reporton it. :

We have the honour to be, &ec. C
- (Bigned) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS,
The Right Hon. George Canning, D. M. HAMILTON.

&e. &e. &e.
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Enclosure in No. 42.
Report of the Case of the « Activo,” José Pinto de Araujo, Master.

THIS Vessel, under Brazilian Colours, being on her voyage to Pernambuco from Badagry in
the Bight of Benin, in Laritude 6. 20. North, and Longitude abouat 4. East, was captured on the
st of February last, in Latitude 4. 24. South, and Longitude 9. 37. West, with 166 slaves
on hoard, by His Majesty’s Ship *« Atholl,” James A. Murray, Esq. Commander, and was sent
to this Place for Adjudication, where she arrived on the 17th day of Februdry following, with 164
of those slaves ; to wit—100 men, 20 women, 3i boys, and 13 girls, all in good health, except 7 of
them, who were suffering from wounds and diarrheea ; the Master, 2 Cooks, and a Boy of her Crew,
were also sent in her. On the day following (the iSth) the Ship’s Papers, an Affidavit of Lieatenant
Stephens, the Prize Master, and the Declaration of Captain James Murray, were brought into the
Court by Mr. Lake for Mr. Macaulay, the Agent and Proctor for the Captors.

Among the Ship’s Papers is a Royal Passport, (numbered 309) dated at Pernambuco, the 17th
of August 1825, granted to Jozé Carlos Marink da Silva Ferrao, President of the Province of
Pernambuce for His Imperial Majesty.—It is stated in this Passpor;, ¢ that the Vessel called
¢¢ Activo™ is 149 tons burthen, and carries 15 men ; that Jozé Pinto de Araujo is the Master, and
that Antonio de Oliveira, Jozé Antonio de Oliveira and Co. are the Owners; that they are Brazi-
lians, and Subjects of the Brazilian Empire ; that she is bound for the Port of Molembo on the
Coast of Africa, calling at Babia and returning to Pernambuco ; that the said Master and
Owiiers are under an obligation to enter solely such Ports on the Coast of Africa, where the
Slave-trade is permitted to the Subjects of The Emperor of Brazil.”

Iu his Declaration, Captain Murray states, ¢¢ that, on this Ist day of Febroary 1826, being in
about Latitude 4, 24. South, and Longitude 9. 37. West, he derained the Brig named the ¢ Activo,”
sailing under Brazilian Colowrs, commanded by Jozé Pinto, who declared her to be bound trom
Molembo to Pernambuco, with a Crew consisting of 17 men, 2 boys, and 1 Supercargs, and
having on board 166 slaves, said to be taken on board at Lagos, previous to the 9th of January
1826." The words underscored were apparently wriiten at another time, and with different ink to
the other part of the Declaration He further states, ‘¢ that the said Vessel appeared to be
sea-worthy, and was supplied with a sufficient stock of water and provisions for the support of
the said Negroes and Crew for their destined Voyage to Pernambuco ”

Lieuténant Stephens, in his Affidavit, deposes,” ¢ that on the Ist day of February 1826, being
in Latitude 4. 24. Southy, and Lougitude 9. 57, West, they seized and detained the Ship or Vessel

called the ¢ Activo,” wheieof Jozé Pinto de Araujo was Master,” thereby corroborating on oath

the Declaration of Captain Murray, that the Vessel was seized to the South of the Equator.

It was not till the 6th of March following that Mr. Macaulay prayed the usual Monition,
which” was decreed and issued on the 8th, two days afterwards; and, on'the 1iith of March,
Antonio Jozé, the Cook, and Marcellina d’Almeira, were brought in by the Captors, and
examined on the General Interrogatories, the Master being at that tine too ill to attend to be
examined. AntonioJozé, the Cook, swore positively to the slaves found on board being purchased
and taken on board ut Badagry, and although Marcelina d’Almeira did not positively dcpbse the
same thing, yet the inference drawn trom his Examination left no room to doubt but that
Wwas the case; they both deposed to the *¢ Activo™ being a Brazilian Vessel, and under Brazi-
Han Colours,

On the 13th of March a Claim was given in by Mr. Savage, the Pr cror of Jozé Pinto de
Aranjo, the Master, for Francisco Antonio, an inhabitant and native of Pernambuco, for the
sait Brig, her tackle, apparel, furniture, goods, wares, merchandize, and 166 slaves, na-

" tives of Africa, and for the value of such slaves as had depurted this life since the capture,
and for all costs, charges, lusses, damages, demurrage, and expences that had arisen, or
should arise, by means of the capture and detention of the said Brig and her Cargo: and on
the same day, and at the same time, Mr. Savage brought into Court the Affidavit of ‘the said

Jozé Pinto de Araujo, the Claimant, in which he deposes and saith, ¢ that he is a Subject of

His Majesty The Lmperor of Brazil, and was Master of the said Brig at the'time of the capture

thereof by His Majesty’s Ship <= Atholl,” James A. Murray, Commander 5 that the said Brig was

so captured on the st day of February last, in the proseeution of her -voyage from Malembo
on the Coast of Africa, to Pernambuco in the Brazils, with a cargo consistinng - of 166 slaves

natives of Africa; and brought to Sierra'Leone ;" and he further saith, ¢ that Francisco Antonio’
of Pernambuco, a Subject of His Majesty The Emperor of the Brazils was, at the time oi’
the-said capture, and now is, the true, lawful, and scle Owner and Proprietor of the said Brig
¢ Activo,” her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and of the said cargo and slaves on board the
same ;"' and he further saith, < that by the Certificate and Declaration of the Capturing

Oilicer, the said Brig was not found to the North of the Equator, nor had she been chased from

the North betore being captured to the South ;”* and he further saith, ¢ that the said Vessel and

Cargo are further protected, from the circunistance of the Kingdom of the Brazils having been re.

coguized as an Iudependent State or Kingdom by Portugal, through the mediation of Great

Britain, and therefore, that the Slave-voyage on which the said Vessel was bound, was not an in-

iringement. of the Law of the New Empire, nor aguinst the Law of Nations

On the same day the said Master, having recovered h‘Ollfl his indisposition, was brought in by
the Captors, and examin- d on the General Interrogatories, He deposed, ** thar Franciscs Antonio
de Oliveira, who lives at Pernambuco, was 1he sole Owner of the Brig at the time she was seized ;
that 183 slaves were taken ou board, from the time the trading for them commenced to th;
time of completing the cargo, and that they weze all taken on board from the Shore at Molembo,
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in 5.30. South, and about 13°, East,*’ (and he poiated out on theChart5.30. South, and 11°. East,
as the place.)

On the 27th of March, 6 of the slaves were examined by order of the Court, whose testimony
clearly established the fact of their having been shipped on board at or near Badagry.

On the same day Mr. Savage brought iu the Certificate given by Captain. Murray, at the time
of capture, to Jozé Pinto de Araujo. which states, ¢¢ that on the Ist day of February 1826, being
in about Latitude 4. 24 South, and Longitude 9. 57 West, he detained theBrig named the ¢ Ac-
tivo,” sailing under Brazilian Colours, commanded by Jozé Pinto, who detlarsd her to be bound
from Mo -embo to Pernambuco, with a Crew consisting of 17 men, 3 boys, and | Supercargo, and
having on board 166 slaves.” ’ -

On the 12th of April the Court heard the Parties in this Case, Mr. Savage, for the Claimant;
cited the Case of the ‘¢ Sinceridade,” adjudicazed in this Counrt in the Year 1823, and argued that
the present Case was exactly similar in principle to that, and therefore the Vessel and Slaves must
be restored as claimed, with costs and damages,

Mr. Lake, on the part of the Cap ors, stated nothing that had not before been strongly argned
in the Case of the ¢ Sinceridade,” reported in Class B, of Papers presented to both Houses of
Parliament by Command of His Majesty, in 1824. He particularly insisted on the Treaty being
entered into for the purpose of preventing illicit Traffick in Slaves; that the trading in Slaves to
the North of the Equator was undoubredly an illicit trading in slaves, which was clearly proved
to have been done in this Case ; and that, therefore, by the spirit ot the Lreaty, the Vessel ought
to be condemned, and her Slaves emancipated,

Ou the 9th of May the Court proceeded to give Judgment, observing, that not the shadow of
a doubt existed but that this Vessel had been engaged in an illicit Traffizk in Slaves to the/ North
of the Equator, the proof of which fact was extremely clear,

Her two Log-books most distinetly shewed, by the courses aud distances entered
she made the Coast of Africa in about 4, North Latitude,

An Endorsement of Captain Murray on the Royal Passport, uncontradietéd by the Claimant,
proved her to have been visited by that Officer in His Majesty’s Ship “Atholl” off Bhuina, on the
11th of November 1825, aud to have been considerably out of the limits allowed by the Treaty,
and specified in the Royal Passport, where she had permission to carry on a Traffick in slaves.
The Depositions of the Cook, with those of the slaves, distinctly proved that the slaves were
shipped at Badagry, and the Deposition of Marcellina ’Almeira tended strongly to establish the
same fact. Tne Master indeed uot ouly asserted, but most positively deposed on oath the con-
trary, but the Court was sorry to observe that no credit whatever counld be given to his testimony.
His Proctor did not venture distinctly to aver that the slaves were shipped on board at the real
Molembo, which no doubt he would have done had there been any chance whatever of proving it.
‘The Court therefore felt no hesitation in pronuuncing that this Vessel had been engaged in the
illicit Traffick in slaves at Badagry, in 6. 20, North Latitude, contrary to the Convention between
Great Britain and Portagal, of the 23th of July 1817, and that it would be the daty of the Com-
missioners to decree Condemnation of the Vessel and Emancipation of the Slaves ; did not the
4th Article of the Instructions intervene, a Copy of which Instructions are furnished to every
British Ship of War employed to prevent the illicit Traffick in slaves, and form an integral part
ot the said Convention. This Aurticle states, ‘* That no Portugnese Merchantman or Slave Skip
shall, on any pretence whatever, be detained, which shall be found near the Land or ou the High
Seas, South of the Equator, unless after a chase that shall have commenced North of the Equator.”

By the construction put by the Court on this Article in the Case of the ¢ Sinceridade,” the
right of visiration and search is limited on the part of the British to such Portuguese Vessels only
as shall be found to the North of the Equator, or to the South thereof, in the event of a chase
begun to the North. The fact that this Vessel was detained to the South of the Equator is ac-
knowledged by the Captors, It is distinctly alleged by Captain. Mwrray in his Declaration, and
4lso in the Certificate he gave to the Master at the time of capture, and is as distinctly sworn to by
his Lieutenant ; no mention by them is made of any chase began to the North of the Line,

The Claimant distinctly averred that the Vessel had not been chased from the North before
being captured to the South, which assertion was not attempted to be contradicted on the part
of the Captors, and must, therefore, be taken to be true.

The Commissioners expressed their opinion tirat this Case did not differ from that of the
¢ Sinceridade,” the principles of which had been so fully and ably investigated by the late Mr.
Gregory and Mr, FitzGerald,

The Vessel and slaves were, therefore, decreed to be restored to the Claimant for the use of the
Owuer and Proprietor thereof, with costs, damages, and expences, and referred it to the Regis-
tryr, to ascertain the amount thereof, and report the same to the Commissioners. ‘

v (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS,
Sierra Leone, June 10, 1826, D. M. HAMILTON,

il them, that
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No. 43.
D. M Humilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received: Ctobes 17.):

(Extract.) Sierra Leone, July 25, 1826.

MR. WILLIAMS being too ill at présent to attend: to any business, I beg
Ycave to enclose a Supplement of the Report of the Case of the Bragilian
Brig « Activo,” Joze Pinto de Araujo, Master.

In the Letter of Mr. Williams and myself of the 10th ultimo, we had the
honour to state, that the slaves ou board this Vessel baving revolted and
‘come on shore a few days before adjudication took place, were seized by the
Colonial Government, and that Mr. Macaulay, the Acting Governor, having
refused to give them up, it became a question whether the Captor should be

adjudged to pay the value of those slaves or not.

JUpon mature consideration of all the circumstances of the Case, we came
to the conclusion, that the Claimant ought to be paid the value of his slaves,
unless his baving taken them on board to the North of the Equator should
be considered a bar thereto, and we therefore thought the giving him a
conditional Decree for their value, reserving the final decision of the Case
for the British and Brizilian ‘Governments, would be most equitable, and be
a means of again drawing the attention of those Governments to the incon-
gruity of the Convention in Cases similar to the present.

I beg leave to observe, that prior to our proceeding to Judgment in this
Case, we proposed to both Parties, for the purpose of securing the liberty of
the slaves, that they should enter into an Agreement similar to the one
entered into by the Captor and Claimant in the Case of the “ Sinceridade ;"
but without effect.

I beg leave further to observe, in consequence of so very cousiderable a
time having intervened between the bringing the Case of this Vessel into
Court and the final decision of the same, that, with the exception of the
period from February 17th to March 6th last, while M. Rendall, the then
Acting Commissioner of Arbitration, and Mr. Macaulay, the Captor's Agent,
were attending the late General Turner on the Sherbro’ Expedition, and of
the period from April the 23d to May the 9th, during which I was confined
to my house with severe illness, every exertion was made by the Court to
bring the Case to a conclusion.

I conceive, Sir, I should be wanting in duty did ‘[ not state for your in-
formation that this is the first Case that F am acquainted with of slaves re-
volting in this Harbour, that have been brought therein for adjudication,
either in the Courts of Mixed Commission or in the Court of Vice—Admir'a,lty.

(Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.
The Right Hon. George Canning, :
- & &e. &ec:

Enclosure in' No. 43.

Suppleménml Report of ‘the Case of the Brig < Activo,” Joze Pinto de
- Araujo, Master. ’

On the 26th day of May, the Registrar finished his Report on this Case (A.) in which he gave it
.as his opinion that the Qlaimant was entitled to £35 for costs of suit; £256 2s, 8d. for special
damages and expences ; £9,983 15s. for the total loss of 166 slaves; and £i50 for 5 % Cent. on
total of capital employed ; making altogether the sum ot £11,098 17s. 8d.

On the 8th of June Mr Savage, the Claimant's Proctor, prayed the Court to award to the
Claimant, the sums stated in the said Report to be due to him, for the unlawful seizure and deten-
ion of the said Vessel, and for the total loss ot 163 slaves.—Mr. Lake, the Proctor ot Captain
Murray, the Captor, prayed the Court not to award the sum of £9,983 15s, for the loss of the
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slawes, inasmuch, as the said slaves mutinied and: rose upon. the Grew in charge of the said Brig
¢ Activo,” and forcibly made their way to the Share 5 and were afterwards taken charge of by the
Callector of Duties by the order of the Acting Governor.—TheCourt directed that the circumstances
of the escape of the said slaves from the said Brig should be more particularly detailed ‘and brouglt.
before it; before it procoeded to make its award on the Registrar’s Report; in pursuance-of which
the Parties bronght in and filed various Papers relative to the aforesaid circumstances, and on the

- Ist-day of July the said Papers were read in Court, to wit—the Affidavit of M. Lake, the Captor's
Procior, (B), wherein, among other matters, he deposeth and saith,  that on or about the 4th
day of April last, Lieutenant Robert Lee Stephens, of His Majesty’s Ship “* Atholl,” and: Prize-
Master on board the Brig ¢« Activo,” received a written order from Captain William Fitz William
Owen, of His Majesty’s Ship  Leven ™ to leave the said Brig ¢¢ Activo,” and proceed on board
His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Romney,” for a passage to England, at the same time taking the Prize
Crew.ou: board His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Leven.”—That in consequence thereof this Deponent sent on
board the said Brig <'Activo,” 6 men to take charge of the Vessel and Slaves ; that on the 29th
day of April last, this Deponent did consider, for the benefit of the Captors, to calt upon the Proctor
for the Claimant to take charge of the said Brig and Slaves, by forwarding to Claimant’s Proctor
the following Letter to wit: —

Six, (1) Water-Street, 29th April 1826.

ON behalf of the Captors of the Brig ¢¢ Activo,” Louis Pinto de Araujo, Master, I beg leave
to. deliver you up the said Brig and Slaves on boavd, and I beg you will let me know as soon as
possible when you will take charge of ber and the slaves. An early answer will oblige,

¥ remain &e.
(Signed) JOHN BEAN LAKE, tor Captors,
W, Henry Savage, Esq. Proctor for Cleimanis,

¢ That thereupon and in answer thereto Deponent veceived from Clajmrant’s Proctor the
o following Letter to wit ;-
Sir, {2.)" _ 29¢h April 1826.
IN reply to. yours of this date, notifying on. the part.of the Captors, that yon beg leave to
deliver up the Portuguese Brig «“ Activo,”” and the slaves on board 5 1 have to state that I shall
as early as possible. lay your Letter before the Judges of the Mixed Commission:, but that until
that Court restores, in form,, the said Vessel and Slaves, the Claimant cannot interfere twith her or

consider himself responsible either for her safety or the custody of the slaves,

I am, &c:
J. D. Lake, Esg. Proctor for Captors. (Signed) ~ W. H. SAVAGE.
= That on the same day Deponent forwarded to Claimant’s Practor the following Letter, to wit ;—
Six, (3.) . Water-Street, 29th April 1826.

I BEG leave to.acquaint you, that on behalf of the Captors, I am willing to enter into the same
artangement as regards ‘the slaves on. board the ¢ Activo,” as was done in the recent Case of the

¢ Singceridade,”” J, G. da, Rocha, Master, 1 remain, &e,
Wm. H. Suvage, Esq. : (Signed)  JOHN DEAN LAKE.
£¢ And recejxed in Answer the following Letter and Enclosure ta wit ;—
Siz, ' (4) “29th. April 1826,

I ENCLOSE you a Copy of a Letter I have just received from His Honour the Acting
Governor. '

And 1 beg to refer you to that part of the Regulations for the Mixed Commission, which directs
1s. to be paid for every day for each slave on board for the period Vessel is detnined, and to press
on you to victual the said slaves, (as T understand the Captors have for some timg done), as it is
notorious that such victualling cannot here cost 1s, each. :

If, however, you have any difficulty in 50 doing I am willing: immediately to sign with yon &
Petition to the Court to allow the slaves to be landed, provided that such landing shall not affect’
therights of the Claimant, and those otherwise concerned in them,

’ 1 have the honour to be, &e,
J. D. Lake, Esq. : (Signed) W. H, SAVAGE,

Six, (5.) Government House, April 29, 1826

MR. COLE, the Collector, having reported to-me that there are mo provisions on board the
Brazilian Brig, for the Slaves; that in consequence they have become very riotous, and 2} of
them have come on Shore, 1 have to desire you will take immediate steps for supplying these
unfortunate people with sufficient provisions. . Tam, &e.

W. H. Savage, Fsq. (Signed) K. MACAULAY, Acting Governor.

*¢ That, during the said 29th and 30th days of April, and st day of May. last, the said slaves.
growing impatient at not being landed, and laving;- as. this Deponent verily believes, beew in..
formed (by what means your Deponent knoweth not) there was no likelihood of their being eman-.
cipated, did, by force and arms, escape-from the said Brig ¢¢ Activo,” and land in this. Colony ;
that, on their landing in this Colony, they were immediately. seized by the Acting Collector: of
Duties; that this Deponent applied personally to his Honour the Acting Governor for permission
to replace the said Slaves on board the said Brig ¢ Activo,” which permission his Honour the Acting
Gavemor refused:to grant, on the ground that they could not be dealt with as Slaves, being at
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Jarge in this Colony ; that this Deponent hath used all the diligence in hi~s power to keep the said
slaves in the state they were brought in for adjudication, and none of the said slaves came on
‘Shore with this Deponent’s sanction or knowledge, save and except 6 slaves, who,‘ after being
-examined by the Court, were sately placed on board again. An‘tl‘ fsn'ther, that this De})onent
having given notice to the Claimant's Proctor that he, on belalf of the Captors, dectined pro-
ceeding any further in the said Cause, did discontinue, on the 28th day of April last, to provision
the said Slaves,”” The Affidavit of William Henry Savage, Claimant’s Proctor, (C) corroborating
0 much of the Affidavit of Mr. Lake as relates to the Correspopdence between Mr. Lake and
‘him, was aiso read; also the Affidavit of Mr. Thomas Cole, Acting Collector of Duties, and As-
sistant Superintendent of Liberated Africans (D), wherein he deposeth and saith, ¢ that, on or
about the 29¢h and following day of the month of April last, be, this Deponent, (wl}ose‘Oﬂice is
situated contignous to the Sea) saw a number of black persons in a Boat pulling from the s'md
Brig towards the PublickWatering- Piace of this Colony, where they landed ; and, w~hilst standing
‘on the Beach, he, this Deponent, sent one of t-eClerks employed in the Liberated African Depart_-
ment, to ascertain who and what they were, when he understood that thev had fm'cibly. made: (}u:u'
escape from the said Brig, where they bad been confined without a sufficient quantity of food
being issued for their subsistence ; that shortly afterwards he, this Depouent, reported the circum-
stance to Mr. Reffell, the Colonial Secretary and Chief Superintendent of Liberated Alricans, in
the absence of bis Honour the Acting Governor, (who hail not reached Town from his Country
residence), who directed this Deponent to take charge of and safely keep the said persons who
had so escaped on shore; that on the Deponent afterwards waiting «n his Honour the Acting
Governor, with the Colonial Secretary, who reported what had been done in this Case, the said
Deponent received a verbal order from his Honour the Acting Governor, to treat the said persons
who had thus esesped, and were then on shore, in the same light and manner as emancipated Ne-
groes, and that, in consequence, the said persons were so dealt with accordingly.”’

The Letter from the said .Mr, Thomas Cole to the Registrar (B), stating the landing of the
slaves, and his taking charge of them, was also read; the Affidavits ot George Springle, the
Shipkeeper (F), and Robert Leigh, his Assistaut (G), were also read, setting torth the circum-
stances of the revolt and escape of the slaves. The Affidavit and Petition of Joze Pinto de
Aranjo (H), stating that the slaves had quitted the Vessel, was likewise read ; and lastly, the
Affidavit of Joze Pinto de Araujo and Furtunato Mina (1) were read, who make ocath and say,
¢ That at the time the said Brig was brought into this Harbour for adjndication, by His Ma-
jesty’s Ship of War ¢« Atholl,” James Arthur Murray, Commauder, the Deponents, one other
Afvican, and a lad, were all the persons of thesaid Brig’s original Crew on board as aforesaid who
were brought up in the said Brig; that the remainder of the Crew, that is to say, ‘the Pilot,
Boatswain, Clerk, and 15 Sailors, were taken on board the ¢ Atholl,” and Deponents believe lefc
this Colony in the said Vessel, aud that they never did again join the said Brig, alter being taken
out of her on the night of the day the said Vessel was so as aforesaid detained ; that he, the said
Master, was sick, without necessary provision, and did therefore come on Shore as soon as possible
after the arrival of the said Vessel in this Harbour, and more especially to be ready at all rimes
to communicate with his Proctor relative to prosecuting the Claim for the said Vessel; and that
he the said Master never had any command nor contronl over tl‘ne said Vessel or the slaves on
board, aud that he was always obliged to conform to the orders and regulations of the Prize-
Master apntil be came on Shore. And the said Furtunato further says, that to his own personal
knowledge the Master nor any one of the Crew of the said Brig had not any controul over the

“said Vessel and the slaves on board after her arrival in this Port, nor since captiive.  And that

this Deponent and another man alone continueid always on board, the lad before-mentioned having
quitted the Vessel soon after her arrival here, and the other man, an African, when the slaves got
on Shore. Aind Deponents turther say, that the means to controul the said slaves were never in
their possession or power, by reason of the Crew aforesaid baving been taken away by the Cap-
turing Vessel, and retained as part of her Crew.”

Whereupon the Commissioners absolutely and_unconditionally confirmed so much of the Re-
gistrar’s Report, as"he stated his opinion the Claimant was entitled to, for costs of suit and special
damages and expences occasioned to the said Brig by detention ; but, for the reasons set forth in
the Decree (K), only conditionally confirmed the vemainder of the said Report, that is to say,
they only confirmed the same, in the event of the British and Brazilian Governments agreeing and
declaring that the same ought to be confirmed, according to the true intent and meaning of the
Convention betsveen Great Britain and Portugal for preventing illicit Traffick in Slaves, but not
otherwise, (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON,

(A.)—Registrar's Report of Costs, Damages, and Ezpences.

To the trusty and well-beloved the Commissary-Judges, mamed in the Mixed Commission
established at Sierra Leone.

WHEREAS by your Decree of the Jth day of May 1826, yoit pronounced the Brig Ae-
tivo, Cargo and Slaves to have belonged as claimed, and decreed the same to be restored to
the Claimant for the use of the Qwner and Proprietor thereof, with costs, damages, and expences,
and referred the consideration of such costs, damages, and expences to your Registrar, and that,
he should report the amount thereof. Now 1 do most hambly report, that, baving received an.
Account of the same, brought in on behalf of the Claimant, and having tuken the same, together,
with what was urged by the Agents of the Parties on both sides, into consideration, [ am of opinion
that the Claimaht is entitled, under your Decree, to the several sums mentioned in ‘the Schedule
hereunto annexed, _All which is humbly submitted by

May 26, 1826. - (Bigned) WM. SMITH, Registrar,
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. Eols Jd | £ |5 16
£55  0s. {Claimed as Costs of Suit, _
Allowed by agreement between both Parties S IRA IR B a5 0] 0
FirsT, Special Damages and Expences ocecasioned
to the Brig by detention,
£25  Us, |Claimed for a Jolly-hoat,
Allowed by Pr octor for Captrors to have been
broken up by their orders.  The boat is stated
to have been at the time of detention in an un-
sound state, although she was used after Brig’s
atrival in this Harboar. T therefore allow the
sum of £12. for this Claim - £18 being the
lowest amount a Boat answering the sanie pur-
pose could be purchased for he]e the difference
I deduct for wear and tear of the one destroyed -f| 12| Of Qf ¢ | < | <
£12 0s. {Claimed for caulking Brig’s long Boat, . . :
Allowed by agreement between both Parties - S O Off e | ecf e
£75  0s. [Claimed for a new cable ot 1 inch 80 fathons long,
and an anchor lost by the Captors off the Island o1
Bannanas. ‘
Allowed by agreement between both Parties Al 75 0 0 ee | e} ee
£12 12s, |Claimed for 2 coils of new rope on board at the
time of deteution, but now missing, and which do
_ not appear to have been used for ¢he Brig 121121 0 e | «e
#£8  8s. |Claimed for 2 bolts of canvass, 4 being on board a:
the time of detention, and 2 only now remuining.
£18 0s. [Claimed for 6 bolts of duck, uscd or made away
with by the Captors.
The Procror for Captors is not willing to allow the
above 2 charges, but hrings no proof that those|
articles were not on board at the time of Brig's
detention ; while the Proctor for Claimant pro-
duces in proof the Affidavits of the Master and
Cook, the latter of whom swears he saw them
cut up by the Captors. I therefore allow the sum
charged, the canvass and duck being new - A 26 81 Of ¢ e} oee
#£20  Os. [Claimed for 1 lower, | top-mast, and 1 top-gallant
steering sails,
Allowed by agreement between: both Parties, de-
ducting one-third for new - - - -1 6) 8 ¢« | o6
£4 6s. [Claimed for loss of log lines, fishing lines, twine ]
to make and repair sails, and cotton rwist. :
Allowed by agreement between both Parties f 34 16) O ¢ | e e
£3 0s. Claimed for 2 muskets and 4 cutlasses,
1 aliow 20s, each for the muskets, and 2s. 6. each
tor the cutlasses = - - - - - 21{10) 0 “ el o«
#£35 0s. [Claimed for casks snpposed to have been barut, as
the hoops are still on board, i
Allowed by agreement between both Parties A 10 of Off 5 foeet e
£12 10s. |Claimed for 100 gallons of aquadente, used by the
: Captors, at 5s. per gallon,
Allowed by agreement between both Parties - 6 5} 0 e | el e
£2 10s. |Claimed for 15 gallons of vinegar used by the .
Captors. ‘
Allowed by agreement between both Parties - 24410 00 e | 1 e
£8  0s. [Claimed for a cask of palm-oil used by the Slaves '
and others since detention.
Allowed by agreement between both Pdltles, 30|
‘ gaﬂons at 2:: per gallon - a - -t 31 ol o0 PTEN BN
£6  5s, Claimed for-a cask of olive-oil (25 gallons) not '
now to be found on board.
Allowed by agreement between both Parties A4 0f O e | eo g o
Carried forward - £ 174| 7| 8|l 55| o| o
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£10 0s.

£30 0s.

220 Os,
£60  0s.

£ 15s.

£585 0s.

£66 0s.

£10,167 10s,

#£450 (s,

Brought forward -
Claimed for wooding and watering Brig for Sea.
Allowed by agreement between both Parties -

Claimed for property belonging to the Master,

or destroyed by Captors.

I do not allow this charge, as 1 conceive the Mas-
ter to have been very neglectful in almost aban-
doning the Brig, and theteby not taking due
care of his own property - - - -

Claimed to replace cabin stores for Sea - -

Claimed for provisioning Brig for Sea.
Allowed by agreement between both Parties -

Claimed for use of a Canoe, 7 days at 5s. per diem.
This charge is made in consequence of the Boat of!
the Brig being at present umserviceable—which
I allow - - - - - - -

SecoNDLY,—

Claimed for demurrage, from the Ist of February
to the 9th of May 1826 (98 days at £6. per day)
detained Brig being 149 tons burthen per Pass-
port. _

Allowed by agreement between both Parties -

Claimed for 11 additional day’s demurrage, being
from the period of the Sentence of Restitution

+ to the closing of the Case

Allowed by agreement between both Parties -

No charge made under the Head of the Trirp
Item.

FoUurTaLY,—

Claimed for the total loss of 166 slaves, value at

lars each, each dollar being equal to 4s. id.
British sterling money; the slaves were on
board when the Brig was detained and brought to
Sierra Leoue for Adjudication, have been restored
by decree of Court, but are not now on board.
163 slaves having been proved to be the number
that escaped from the Brig, and that the
valae of each slave, at the Place of destination,
is 254 mil reas, equal at 800 reas per dollar to
317% dollars; therefare, deducting the 171 dol-
lars for chaiges and commission on the sale of
each slave, I allow the sum charged for each ot
the 163 slaves, being in conformity with the $th
Article of the Regulations for the Mixed Com-
mission, annexed to the Convention between
His Majesty and His Most Faithful Majesty The
King of Portugal, signed at London, 28th July
1817—163 at 300 dol. (4s. 1d.) each, £61 5s.

SIXTHLY,~—

Claimed for 5 per cent. on total of capital em-
employed, valued at £9000.

This estimate I consider as greatly exceeding the
amount of money employed. On referring to an
Invoice of a similar cargo on board of a Vessel
branght in here for Adjudication, es isstated to
huve been on board the “© Activo,” aud the De-
claration of the Master, that the principal arti-
cles of his outward cargo consisted of 2100 rolls
of tobacco and 12 pipes of aquadente, which, to-
gether with the value of the Brig, I estimate
the whole at £3000, and have allowed upon
that sum 5 per cent. in accordance with the §th
Article of the Convention, as stated in the last
charge - - - - -

which is stated to have been used, taken away,

the Place of destination (Pernambuco) 200 dol-|

i3

|
10

[£1

20

9983

150

~ &

(14

Total Amount
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w» &
o
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0 (13

0 113

0 ‘e
256

0 o
654

0 i €

10133

({4

(13

€

(44

(44

{1
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=

15

13

€<

 «c
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(14

€«<

L111098

17

May 26, 1826.

(Signed)

WM. SMITH.
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(B.)—Affidavit of the Captor's Proctor.

APPEARED personally Jobn Dean Lake, of Freetown, in the said Colony, Proctor, on behalf
of Captain James Arthor Murray, and the Officers and Crew of His Majesty’s Ship < Atholl,”
who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that on or about the 16th day of February last, the said
Brig ¢¢ Activo,” with 165 slaves on board, arrived in this Harbour, having been detained by His
Mayesty’s Ship * Atholl” for being engaged in the illicit Traffick in slaves, in charge ot Lieute-
nant Robert Lee Stephens of that Ship ; that on the day after ber arrival, the Papers and Doeu-
ments were lodged in the Registry of ihe above Court ; that there came up as Witnesses, in the
said Case, ‘the Portuguese Master, Louis Pinto de Arayjo, the first and second Cook, and a Boy,
all belonging to the said Brig; that about 8 days after the said Brig's arrival in this Port, the
Master, Joze Pinto de Araajo, with one of the Cooks, proceeded to the Shore, from whence he
refused to return; that the Deponent, in company with the said Lieutenant Robert Lee Stephens,
proceeded to the House where the said Master, Louis Pinto de Araujo, was residing ; that the said
Lieutenant requested the said Master, Louis Pinto de Avaujo, to proceed on board the said Brig,
when the said Master, Louis Pinto de Araujo, in this Deponent’s hearing, told the said Lieute=
nant ¢“ that he had nothing more to do with the said Brig ¢“ Activo,” as she was detained against
his will ;” that the Deponent asked the said Master, Louis Pinto de Araujo, if he would give his
consent for the said slaves to be landed, which the said Master declined, on the grounds of his
having nothing more to do with the said Brig ¢ Activo ;» that at the request of the said Master,
his private property was sent on Shore to him; that on or about the 4th day of April last, the
said Lieutenant Robert Lee Stephens received awritten order from Captain William Fitz-William
Owen, of His Majesty’s Ship °“ Leven,” to leave the said Brig ¢ Activo,” and proceed on board
His Majesty’s Ship “* Romney” for a passage to England, at the same time taking the Prize Crew
on board of His Majesty’s Ship ¢“ Leven ;> that in consequence thereof, this Deponent sent on
board the said Brig ¢ Activo’” 6 men to take charge of the Vessel and Slaves; that on the 29¢th
* day ot Aptil last this Deponent did consider, for the benefit of the Captors, to call upon the Proc-
tor for the Claimant to take charge of the said Brig and Slaves, by forwarding the Letter
marked (1) ; that thereupon Deponent received from Claimant’s Proctor the Letter marked (2)
in Answer thereto; that on the same day this Deponent forwarded to the Claimant’s Proctor the
Letter marked (3), and received in Answer the Letter marked (4) with its Enclosure (5) ; that
during the said 29th and 30th days of April, and Ist day of May last, the said slaves, growing
impatient at not being landed, and baving, as this Deponcut verily believes, been informed, by
what means your Deponent knoweth not, there was no likelihood of their being emahcipated, did
by force and arms escape from the said Brig ¢¢ Activo,”” and land in this Colosy, as may be seen
by two Affidavits of the Shipkeepers filed in the Registry of this Gourt; that on their landing in
this Colony they were immediately seized by the Aeting Collector of Duties, as may be seen by
the Affidavit marked (D); that this Deponent applied personally to his Honour the Acting
Governor, for permission to replace the said slaves on board the said Brig ** Activo,” which per-
mission his Honour the Acting Governor refused to grant, on the grounds that they could not be
dealt with as slaves, being at large in this Colony; that this Deponent hath used all the diligence
in his power to keep the said slaves in the state they were brought in for Adjudication, and that
none of the said slaves came on Shore with this Deponent’s sanction er knowledge, save and
except 6 slaves, who, after being examined by the Court, were safely placed on board again ; and
further, that this Deponent having given notice to the Claimant’s Proctor that he,. on behalf of
the Captors, declined proceeding any further in the said Cause, did discontinue on the 29th day
of April last to provision the said slaves, (Signed) JOHN DEAN LAKE.
Sworn before me, this 12th June 1826, -

(Signed) Wwu. SmirH, Registrar,

The Sub-Enclosures 1 to 5, are contained in the ¢ Supplemental Report of the Case.”

(C)—dffidavit of the Claimant’s Proctor.

PERSONALLY appeared William Henry Savage, who, being duly sworn, maketh oath, and saith
that he has read the Affidavit of John Dean Lake, Proctor in this Cause (Brig ¢ detivo™), on behal%
of the Captors; that the allasions made to this Deponent, as Proctor for Claimants in the said
Cause, are true ; that the Letter (1) was received by this Deponent, and the Letter (2) is the
Answer thereto ; that the Letter (3) this Deponent does not recollect receiving, but the purport
of the said Letter was-communicated to him, the Deponent, verbally, to the best of his knowledge

“and belief; that the Letter (4) with the Enclosure {5) were sent to the said Jobn Dean Lake,
as Proctor aforesaid, by this Deponent. . {Signed) W. H. SAVAGE,

Sworn before me, this 12th day of June 1826,
(Signed) Ww. SmiTH, Registrar,

The Sub-Enclosures 1 to 5, are contained in the ¢ Supplemental Report of the Case.”

(D.)—Afidavit of the Acting Collector of Dutiés.

APPEARED personally Thomas Cole, Esquire, Acting Collector of Duties in and for the
Colony of Sierra Leone, and Assistant Chief Superintendent of Liberated Africans in and for the
same, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that on or about the 29th and following day of
the month of April last, ke, this Deponent, (whose Office is' situated contiguous to the Sea), saw
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a number-of black persons in a Boat pulling from the said Brig (““Activo™) towards the Publick
Watering-place of this Colony, where they landed, and whilst standing on the Beach be, this
‘Deponent, sent ove of the Clerks employed in the Liberated African Department, to ascertain who
and what they were, when he understood they had foreibly made their escape trom the said Brig,
‘where they had been confined without a sufficient quantity of tood being issued for their subsist-
ence ; that shortly  afterwards e, this Deponent, reported the circumstance to Mr. Reftell, the
‘Colonial Secretary and Chief Superintendent of Liberated Africans, in the absence ot his Honour

" the Acting Governor, (who had not reached 'Fown from his Country residence), who directed this

7

Deponent to take charge of and safely keep the said persons who had so escaped on Shore ; that on
the Deponent afterwards waiting on Lis Honour the Acting Governor, with the Colonial Secretary,
who reported what had been done in this Case, the said Deponent received a verbal order from bis
Honour the Acting Governor, to treat the said persons, who Lad thus escaped and were then on
:Shore, in the same light and manner, as Emancipated Negroes, and that in consequence the said
persons were'so dealt with accordingly. (Signed) THOS. COLE.

:Sworn before me, this 13th day of June 1828,

(Signed) W, Smirn, Registrar.

(BE.y—T%e Acting Collector of Duties to ihe Registrar.

‘Srx, Sierra Leone, May 2d, 1826,

1 HAVE t'be'h.onour to acquaint you, that 163 slaves, brought into this Harbour in the Portu-
‘guese Brig <¢ Activo,” have made their escape from that Vessel, and that T have, as Collector of

‘this Port, taken charge of the said slaves. ) I have the honour to be, &c.
Wm. Smith, Esq. ‘(Signed)  THOS. COLE,

(F.)—Affidavit of George Springle, Mariner.

PERSONALLY appeared, George Spriugle, of Sierra Leone, Muriner, who, being duly sworn,
-deposeth and saith, that, on the 6th day of March last; by order of Mr John Dean Lake, (on
‘behalf of the Captors), he, this Deponent, went on board and took charge of the detained Brig
“¢ detivo,” J. P de Araujo, Master, with a Cargo of Slaves, in the capacity of Ship-Keeper,
the said Brig laying at anchor in the Harbour of Sierra Leoue ; that there likewise went on board
said Vessel 5 men to assist ‘this Deponent, besides 2 men who were on board, b.ing part of the
woriginal Portuguese Crew, making in all's men, that on Friday the 28th of April.lasr, the said
slaves became very riotous and disorderly, and expressed, by signs and gestures, to this Deponent,
that, if they were-not allowed to go on shore, they would jump overboard ; that in cunsetiuence
-of this threat, Deponent armed himself and the Crew, and stationed the Crew in different parts of
the said Brig during the whole of Friday night ; that, on the ‘tollgwing day, no provisions being
-on board for the said slaves, Deponent came on Shore to apply for some, giving orders to the man
left in charge not to allow any person to quit the Brig; that, as this Deponent was going down
to the Beach to return on boatd, be saw 21 of the said slaves landing themselves from the Brig ;
that he immediately proceeded on board, and found the Long-boat, which was made fast asterr’x
alongside, with about 70 slaves in her ;' that himselfand the Crew threatened to fire into the Boat
if they did not come out.of Lier; thar, on this, a number of the slaves threatened, asbefore stated
to throw this Deponent and the Crew overboard; that this Deponent was afraid to muke use of
his arms, it being his firm belief that, if he had, bhimself and the Crew would immediately have
been overpowered and murdered ; and that, in the mean  time, -the said Slaves who were in the
Long-Beat pushed from the Vessel and guined the Shore; that about § o’clock in the evening
of the same day, a quantity of rice and palm-oil came on board for the use of the said slaves;
that, when supper was prepared for them, they refused it, alleging ¢ that they would not eat unti’l
allowed to go on Shore;” that on the whole of Sunday the 30th, they still refused their provisions
but appeared to this Deponent more moderate and less riotous 5 that, to prevent their getting thé
Long-boat, Deponent anchored her about a cable's length from the said Vessel, and hoisted the
Jolly-boat up to the stern ot the said Brig; that at day-liglit, on the morning of the Ist instant
the said Slaves armed themselves with pieces of iron hoops, billets of wood, and old knives, stolen
from the Cabin, headed by six of the most powerful, who bad heretofore acted in the cap;cit»y of
Boatswaius, and had assisted in checking the former disturbances ; that part of- them proceeded
tolower down the Jolly-boat, wlhilst the rest, armed as before stated, defended them 5 that, having

.got the Jolly-boat in the water, 4 of the said Slaves went and broughbt the Long-boat alongside, into

which they all got, and proceeded for the Shore. (Signed) GEORGE SPRINGLE.
Sworn before e this 4th day of May 1826,
(Signed) - Wm. SwatH, Registrar,

(G)—Afidavit of Bob Leigh, Mariner.
PERSONALLY appeared, Bob Leigh, a native Mariner, who, being duly sworn, deposeth

and saith, that he is employed to assist in taking care of the Brig © detive” and Slaves ; that, on

Friday the 28th of April last, the Slaves acted in a most riotous mauver; that in consequence
he, this Deponent, was under-arms for the whole of the nignt; that on Saturday the 29th ot April

about 12 o’clock in the forencon, the said slaves armed themselves with bludgeons, pieces of 1'0pe’
iron hoops,” &ec., and seized upon a Boat, (belonging to the Shore), which was layine astern u[,"
the said Brig, and the Long-boat of the said Brig, 21 Slaves getting into the former and about 70
in the latter; that on this Deponent goinig 1o them to get them out of the Boat, they held up
their bludgeons, whilst others drew their koives across tlfeir thfoats, and then pointed to the
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water ; that Deponent verily believes if he had struck one, himself and the Crew would have
Been instantfy murdered; that the said Slaves-reached the Shore in safety ; ‘that, on Saturday
evening, the Slaves remaining on board refused to eat their supper, and that they ate nothing on
Bunday; that on the morning of (he Ist instant, about gun-fire, the remaining slaves again
armed themselves, and proceeded to seize upon the Boats, menacing every one who opposed them;
that he, this Deponent, was so alarmed, and thinking his life in danger, ran out to the iib-booz;a
end, and hailed a Governme Sloop layieg near for assistance, which did not arrive unti} the said
‘Slaves had got on shove, (Signed) BOB LEIGH, bis x Mark,

Sworn before me this 4th day of May 1826.
(Signed)  Ww. Smitr, Registrar,

(H.)—Affidavit and Petition of Joze Pinto de Araujo, Master.

PERSONALLY appeared, Joze Pinto de Araujo, who, being duly sworn, maketh oath -and
aith, that the circmmstances stated in the within Petition (1) are in every respect true to this
Deponent’s knowledge and beliet, and that the annexed Paper Writing, marked (2), this Depo-
neut believes to be of the hand-writing of the Proctor for Captors, and was delivered unto this
Deponent by the Proctor of this Deponent as being received by hit from the said Proctor. .

(Signed) JOZE PINTO DE ARAUJO
Btvorn this 9th day of May 1826, before me,
{Signed) Wm. Smirn, Registrar,

(1.)—Petition of Jose Pinto de Araujo, Master,
‘Bheweth, ‘ _
THAT your Petitioner's Proctor hath put into the hands of your Petitioner the 3
Letter,* by which your Petitioner is apprised that the Captors of the said Brig
proceeding in the Cause,
That your Petizioner is informed, and does believe that no attention i
duties of the said Biig ¢ dctivo,” in pumping and cleaning her as usual.
That the whole of the slaves on board have quitted the said Brig, and are now on Shore, bt
that your Petitioner kuows not by whose means or by whose ovders. ?
" That the ground tackling ot the said Brig, from ber long laying in this Harbour
from the severe winds which occasionally blow at this Season in tornadoes,- ’
Wherefore your Petitioner most humbly prays your Honourable Court to'a'ppoint such early
day, as to your Honours may seem fit, whereon to pronounce Judgment in the said Cause and
thereby enable your Petitioner to know in what manner to proceed with the said Brig for the b;heﬁt
of those concerned therein, And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray,

(Signed)  JOZE PINTO DE ARAUJO.
* See the « Supplemental Report ** (1) ’

ccompanying
forbear any further

$ now paid to the ordinary

is liable to part,

{J.)—Afidavit of the Master and Cook, and Petition “of Proctor for

Claimants.

PERSONALLY appeared Joz€ Pinto de Aranjo, Master of the said Brig <¢ Activo,” aid Fur-
tunado Mina, Cook of the said Vessel, who, being duly sworn, make oath and say, that at the time
the said Brig was brought into this Harbour for Adjudication, by His Maujesty’s Ship-of-War
<< Atholl,” James Ar hur Murray, Commander, the Deponents, one otler Aﬂ'ican, and a lad, were
all the Persons of the said Brig’s original Crew on board as aforesaid, who were brought u[; in
the said Brigs thar the remainder of the Crew, (that is to say,) the Pilot, Boatswain, Clerk and
15 sailors were taken on board the ¢¢ Atholl,” and Deponents believe, left this Colony in the said
Vessel, and that they never did again join the said Brig after being taken out of her on the night
of the day the said Vessel was so as atoresaid detained ; that he, the said Master, was sick without
necessary provision, and did therefore come on Shote as soon a8 possible after the arrival of the
said Vessel in this Harbour, and more especially to be ready at all tinies to communicate with his
Proctor relative to prosecuting the Claim for the said Vesse » and that he, the said Master, never
had any command nor controul over the said Vessel or the Slaves on board, and that he was
-always obliged to contorm to the Orders and Regulations of the Prize-Master, until he came on
Shove ; and the said Fortunado further says, that to Lis own personal knowledge the Master, nor
any one of the Crew of the said Brig, had not any controul over the said Vessel and the Slaves on
board after hér arrival in this Port, nor since captare; and that this Deponent and anothey
man alone continued always on board, the lad before-mentioned having quitred the Vessel sonn
after her arrival here, and the other man, an Aftrican, when the slaves got on shore. "And De.
ponents further say that the means to .eontroul the said slaves were never in their possession o
power, by reason of the Crew aforesaid having been taken away by the capturing Vessel, and re-

B s part o e Cne G (Signed) JOZE PINTO DE ARAUJO.
. . . ] i
Swore before me this 10th day of June 1826, FURTUNADO ;S MINA.

{8igned) W, Smith, Registrar, mark, :
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Petition of*the Proctor, on bekalf of the Claimant of the Brig <« Active.”

- Sheweth,
‘THAT in proof that the escape of the slaves from the said Brig ¢¢ Activo,” and in proof that

1o means were in the power of him, the said Master, by his Crew, to prevent the same, your
Petitioner most humbly prays that the annexed Affidavit may be filed and receive the cousideration
of your Honourable Court.

ud your Petitioner, as in daty bound, will ever pray.

June 10th, 1326. (Signed) W. H. SAVAGE.

(K.)—Decree of the Commissioners.

THIS day, in pursuance of the directions of the Court of the 8th day of the month of June last,
¢¢ that the proof of the Circumstance of the escape of the 163 Slaves from the said Brig (** detivo*)
should be more particularly detailed, and brought before it, together with all Correspondehce and
Communications that had taken place between the Proctors in the Cayse, and His Majesty’s Colonial
Authorities, on the subject of the said Slaves, supported by Affidavits; " the tollowing Documents
relative to the same were brought in and filed in the Registry of the said Court, dud were this day
read,—to wit :—

1st,—The Affidavit of John Dean Lake, the Proctor for the Captor, sworn, June 12, 1826,

2d. —The Affidavit of William Henry Savage, the Proctor for the Claimant, sworn, June 12, 1826,

3rd.—Letter from Jobun Dean Lake to Williams Henry Savage, dated, April 29, 1826,

4th.—Letter from William Henry Savage to John Dean Lake, dated, same day.

5th.—Letter from John Dean Lake to William Henry Savage, dated, same day,

=6th.— Letter from William Henry Savage to John Dean Lake, dated, same day.

7th.—Letter from K. Macaulay, Acting Governor, to William Henry Savage, dated, same day.

fith.—Affidavit ot Thomas Cole, Acting Colleetor, sworn, June 13, 1826.

The following Documents, relative to the same subject, were also this day read, viz, :—

1st —The Letter of Mr. Thomas Cole, Acting Collector, to the Registrar of this Court, dated
May 2, 3826, | ’
2d. —Aflidavit of George Springle, sworn, May 4, 1826.
3d.~—Affidavit of Robert Lee, sworn May 4, 1826.
4th. —Perition and Affidavit of Jozé Pinto de Araujo, the Master, sworn May 9, 1826, enclos-
ing Duplicate of Letter aforesaid, from Jobn Dean Lake to W, H. Savage, of the 29th of April
1826,
The Report ot the Registrar being also read, the said Commissioners confirmed so much of the
same, as the Registrar therein stated his opinion the Claimant was entitled to, for Costs of Suit
~and Special Damages and Expences occasioned to the said Brig by detention, and in pursuance
" thereof, the said Commissioners did award and decree that James Arthur Murray, Esquire, the
Captor in this Case, do pay to the said Jozé Pinto de Araujo, the Claimant, or to his l;wful
Adtorney or Attornies, for bis usé, absolutely and uncon'ditioually,’ ‘the sum of £ 256. 2s, 8d
sterling money of Great Britain, for the said Costs ‘of Suit, and for Special Damages aud‘F'x:
pences occasioned to the said Biig hy her detention. ' . °
And notwithstanding it appeared to the Cowmissioners by the Affidavits, and other Documents
this day read, that the loss of the slaves might, in some measure, have been caused by the neglect
of the Captor or his Agent, who had the charge aud possession of them, and also of lhegsa%d
Brig, in consequence of his not furnishing them with food on the 29th day of April last yet the
Commissioners could not believe or conclude this to bave been either the principal or’the sole
cause of the said Slaves leaving the Vessel, afd coming on Shore; and although the Commis~
gioners would not attempe to justify the mode in which the Clainiant bad been deprived of his
slaves, nor the conduet of the Captor or his Agent, in not taking proper precaution to prevent
those slaves leaviug the Vessel, nevertheless, they conccived themselves bound to declare their
opinion, that the absolute and unconditional confirming the wlole of the Registrar’s Report
would be contrary to the principles of equity, and would, in point of fact, be rewardinp,th;
Claimaut, not only for a breach of the Convention between Greéat Britain and Porrugal fof the
prevention of the i»}lici; Slave-trade, but for a breach of the Laws of his own Couutry
The Commissioners, at the same time that they considered the illegal conduct of.the Captor
in making this seizure to the South of the Equaror, in direct opposition to his Instructions cguid
not lose sight of conduct much more illegal on the part of the Claimant, in carrying on lhe,Slave.
trade to the North of the Equator, contrary to the Licence granted him in his Passport by the
Authorities of the Brazilian Government, and in defiance of the Convention aforesaid ~I)and o¥ tl;
Laws of Portugal and Brazil. . ‘ ’ ¢
The Commissioners having further considered that, by the Couvention aforesaid,” there’;
no Appeal from their Judgment in this Case, and having also considered it to be mos; desirablIs
that sume additional Measures should be adopted by the British and Brazilian Governmeuts, for the
prevention of such glaring violations of the Convention as the present, have, therefore, in t,hc ho o
that this Case may particularly call forth the «ttention of both Gosernments only,c’on(mim,age
cqufirmed the remzining part of the Registrar’s Report ; and, therefore, the ’saitl Commissinnery
did {urther award and decree that the said James Arthur Murray, Esq ‘the Captor in thi:
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Case, do pay to the said Jozé Pinto de Araujo, the Claimant, or his lawful Attorney or Attornies, for
his use, the sum of £654 sterling money of Great Britain, tor the demurrage»of the said Brig,
provided the British and Brazilian.Governments agree and declare that the said sum ought to be
s0 paid, according to the true intent and meaning of the said Convention between Great
Britain and Portugal for the prevention of illicit Slave-trade, but not otherwise.

And the said Commissioners did further award and decree, that the said James Arthur
Murray, Esq. do pay to the said Jozé Pinto de Araujn, or bis lawful Attorney or Attornies, for
his use, the further sumof £9,983 13s. sterling money ot Great Britain, for the total less of 163 slaves,

rovided, as before, that the British and Brazilian Governments agree and declare, that the said sum
ought to be'so paid, according to the true intent and meaning of the Convention aforesaid, but,
not otherwise. . ' )

And the said Commissioners did further award and decree that the said James Arthar
Murray, Esq, do pay to the said Juzé Pinto de Araujo, or his lawful Attorney or Attoruies, for
his use, the further sum ot £150, sterling money of Great Britain, being.for Interest on the
"estimated Capital employed in the purchase and maintenance of her Cargo, provided, as before,
that the British and Brazilian Governments agree and declare that the said sum ought to be so paid,

sccording to the true intent and meaning of the Convention aforesaid, but uot otherwise.
(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS
-Yat July 1826. . D. M. HAMILTON,

No. 44,

D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. ( Received Oct. 16.)

Siz, Sierra Leone, August 15, 1826.

IN pursuance of the 75th Clause of the Act, passed in the 5th Year of the
Reign of His present Majesty, intituled *“ An Act to amend and consolidate
the Laws relating to the Abolition of the Slave-trade;” and in obedience to
the Instructions received from Mr. Secretary Canning relative to the same,
1 beg leave to enclose a List or Return of all the Cases of Portuguese Vessels
which have been adjudicated in the British and Portuguese Courts of Mixed
Commission established at this Place, from the 1st day of January to the
30th day of June 1826, both days inclusive.

I have the honour to be, &c.
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.,

&e. e §e
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No. 45.
D. M. Hamilton, Esg. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—{Received Nov..14.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, September 20,1826,

I BEG leave to enclose Copy of a Letter to ine from Mr. Smith,
the Registrar of the Courts of Mixed Commission, pointing out an error in
favour of the British Government, in his Report of Costs and Damages in
the Case of the Brig ¢ Activo,” reported to you by His Majesty’s late Com-

- missary Judge and myself, under date the 10th of June last, a Supplement to
which Report was subsequently transmitted by me, under date of the
25th of July following. '

I maost respectfully beg to assure you, Sir, that not only the Registrar, but
the British Commissioners, labour under the greatest difficulties in procuring
data whereon to found their Judgment of the amount of Costs and Damages
that ought to be awarded in Cases of the Restitution of Portuguese and Bra-
zilian Vessels, '

I should not be doing justice to my feelings, were I not to state to
you the steady and unremitting support I have experienced from Mr. Smith
the Registrar, in the performance of the duties of the Mixed Commis-
sions, since the death of my Friend and Colleague, Mr. Williams, and I
beg most respectfully to recommend him as a most zealous and active
Oflicer.

The error mentioned in his Letter, so far as it applies to the ¢ Perpetuo
Defensor,” can be easily altered, that Case not being yet finally settled.

I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. Geogre Canning.  (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 45.

William Smith, Esq. to D, M. Hamilion, Esq. -

Sir, Sierra Leone, September 13, 1826.

IN the recent Case of the Brazilian Brig ¢ dectivo,” which was restored to the Claimant by
Decree of the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Commission, on the 9th May 1826,
the Court referred the consideration of the Costs, Damages, and Hxpences oceasivned to the said
Brig by detention, to the Registrar, and that he should report the amount thereof. On
the 26th of the same Month 1 made the Report accordingly, after having taken every possible
means in my power to ascertain the correctness of the different Charges, before I submitted
them to the Court for its Award thereon, - : :

Ou referring to the said Report, I find that 14,000 reis, or 171 Spanish' dollars, calenlating
the Jatter to be worth 800 reis, is the amount I have allowed, as being the sum payable for
daties, charges and commission, collectively, on the importation aud sale of each slave into Brazil,

At the time I made that Report, I conscientiously believed, from the best information 1 could
obtain, that that sum was the full amount paid, and it was not unmtil a few  days since, on
perusing the Correspondence with Ioreign Powers, relating to ‘the Slave-trade, 1825,
1826, Class I3, preseuted to both Houses of Parliament by Command of His Majesty, 1526,
and which arrived in- His Majesty’s Ship << North Star,” from Mr., Canning, on the 4th of
Acgust last, that T perceived in Mr, Vice Consul Follett’s Letter to Mr. Canning, dated Bahia,
25th January 1823, that the duties payable on the importation there of each slave are 22,000 reis,
a sum considerably above what 1, in my Report in the Case of the *¢ Activo,” allowed,
without charges or commission: and 1 consider it my duty to enter into this explanation,
in the hope that you, Sir, will make a representation to Mr. Canning on the subject, as
there is a discrepancy in the amount of the same charge, in the Accounts of the “ Perpetuo
Defensor and ¢ Activo” which appears to me to require it.

I further beg to state that you, Sit, being fully aware of the difficulties in this Colony which
the Registrar has to contend with, to ascertain the truth of the charges made, in Cases whera
Restitution is decreed, will, I am convinced, make every favourable allowance, for errors which
will unavoidably happen, as in the ‘Activo’s” Case, and that you will acquit me of paxtiality,
either to Captors or Claimants, in the performance of my publick duties,

‘ T have the honoar to be, &c.
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. (Signed) WM. SMITH.
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No. 46.
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received December 22.)

(Extract.) Sierra Leone, October 12, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, the Report of the Case of the
Brazilian Brig “ Perpetuo Defensor,” whereot Antonio Mauricio de Men-
donca was Master : she was seized by His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone,” Com-
modore Bullen, on the 18th of April last, on her Voyage, as stated by the
Master, from Molembo (o Rio Janeiro, but, as proved to the Court, from
Badagry, in 6. 18. North Latitude, to Rio Janeiro, with a Cargo of 424 Slaves.
This seizure was made to the South of the Equator, and in sight ot the Tsland
of Auna Bona.

On her arrival at Sierra Leone, on the 23d of May fqllowing, the slaves on
board were found to be in a most wretched state of suffering, from being
afflicted with diarrhcea, dysentery and small pox, and it was deemed requi-
site, to prevent the introduction of the latter disease into the Colony, to
place her under Quarantine; and in consequence of the reprcsentatic;ns of
Commodore Bullen, and of the advice of the Colonial Surgeon, the sick and
healthy slaves were separated from each other, and the latter put on board
one of the Government Colonial Vessels, then lying unemployed in the
Harbour; this was done by order of the Colonial Council, the Acting Go-
vernor being absent at the time in the River Gambia.

The cause of seizure, as alleged by the Captor, viz: the having a British
subject confined on board as « slave, was not considered by the Court suffi-
cient to bring the Case within its jurisdiction, and the Captor was requested
to-proceed in the usual manner for a breach of the Convention, but this he
declined doing, and voluntarily restored both the Vessel and Slaves to the
Master.

The Master not being satisfied with ounly receiving back his Vessel and
Slaves, claimed from the Court, Costs, Damages and Expences, caused by the
detention, and called on the Captor, by Monition, to proceed to Judgment
in the Case ; several Witnesses were therefore examined, who clearly proved
the slaves had been taken on board at Badagry in North Latitude, upon
which the-Commissioners (the Claimant having been deprived of his slaves
through the intervention of the Colonial Government), thought it would be
most eligible in every respect to adjudicate the Cause on the same principles
as they had decided that of the ¢ Activo,” and therefore, as in that Case, gave
the Claimant only a conditional Decree for the Value of the Slaves, and the
greater part of the Demurrage, and awarded him, unconditionally, so much
as to enable him to pay the expeuces he had incurred while the Cause was
depending, and to refit and victual his Vessel for a Voyage to Rio Janeiro.

I have the honour, herewith, to transmit, for your information, the Copies
of 3 Decrees made in this Case, one of which is a final one.

The Riglt Hon. George Canning, (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.
&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 46.

Leport of the Case of the Brazilian Brig < Perpetuo Defensor,” Antonio
Mauricio de Mendonga, Master.

THIS Brig, which was seized by His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone’ on the 18¢h of April 'last
to the South of the Bquator, arrived in the Harbour of Sierra Leone on the 23d day of M‘av’
and was immediately put under Quarantine by the proper Officer, in consequence of her 'haviﬁé
several cases of s:uall pos on board. The Acting Governor of the Co]nny, Mr, Macaulay, being
at that time-ab-ent on 4 visit to the Settlement in the River Gambia, the Colonial Coun'ci’l conb-
sidering the wretched and diseased state the slaves were in, ordered, from motives of hum’anity
the healthy to be separdted from the sick, the former to be put on board a Government Coloniai
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Vessel at that time lying unemployed in the Harbour, to be kept there during the time they should
femain under Quarantine, and a considerable nimber were in consequence immediately rewoved,
with the assistance of Commodore Bullen, to that Vessel.

No proceedings, however, were taken in the Case till the 3d of June, when the Ship’s Papers,
with the Affiduvit of Lieutenant Lyall of the <“ Maidstone,” were brought into Court, and also
the Declaration ot Commodore Bullen, the Captor, in which he sets forth, ¢“ thaton the 18th day
of April 1826, being off the Island of Anna Bona, be detained the Brig ¢ Perpetuo Defensor,™
Sailing under Brazilian Colours, commanded by Antonia Mauricio de Mendonga, who declared her
to be bound trom Molembo to Rio Janeivo, with a Crew consisting of 54 men and boys, and
having on board 424 slaves, who all respectively declared, by the assistance of an Interpreter,
that they were taken on board at Badagry, in 6. 18, North Latitude, about 12 or I4
days before seizure ; that soon after boarding and examining the said Vessel, a person of the name
of Cackau, confined as a slave on board thereof, did claim from the Officer employed, British

_ protection as being a British Subject then and there held in slavery, and which protection was
immediately granted by him the said Charles Bullen, by detaining the said Brig *¢ Perpetuo De-
fensor,”” and sending ber up to Sierra Leove, to answer for detaining a British Subject on board
as a slave ; that the said Vessel appeared to be perfectly seaworthy, and was supplied with a suffi-
cient quantity ot water and provisions for rhe support of the said Crew and Slaves on their des-
tined voyage to Rio Janeiro, but that no Log-of any description bad been found or produced by
the Master, with the exception of the false one from Molembo.” This Declaration is dated the
18th of April 1826, on hoard His Majesty’s Ship ©* Maidstone” off Anna Bona.

Lieutenant Lyall in his Afidavit sets forth, ¢ that Commwodore Bullen being duly authorized
and empowered, according to the provisions of the Additional Convention to the Treaty between
His Britannick Majesty and His Most Faithful Majesty, to make seizure of Vessels under Portu-
guese Colours engaged in the Slave-trade, on the 18th day of April last, being off' the Island of

" Anna Bona, they seized and detained the Brig or Vessel called ¢¢ Perpetuo Defensor,”” whereof An-
tonio Mauticio de Memlongd was Master, by reason that the said Brig bad on board confined, as
in slavery, a person declaring himself to be a British Subject, aud claiming British protection.”

In the Royal Passport, No. 408, one of the Skip's Papers, dated 29th of December 1825, it is

: . 12 . ) .
stated < that the “Perpetuo Defensor” ot 212 oo tons, and carrying 4 men, Antonio Mau-

ricio de Mendonqa, Master, and Joao Alvez da Silva Porto, Owner, Subjects of the Empire, is
bound to the Port of Bahia, and from thence to Cabinda, on the Western Coast of Africa, from
whence she is to return to Rio de Janeiro ; that the said Master and Owner are under an
obligation to enter solely such Ports of the Coast of Africa, where the Slave-trade is permitted
to the Subjects of the Empire.” On the same day (the 3d of June) an Affidavit of Edward Jef-.
treys, Surgeon of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone,” was also brought into Court, wherein be
deposed ‘¢ that he professionally attended a person of the name of Cacow, who was confined as a
slave on board: the < Perpetuo Defensor ;> that the said Cacow was removed from the said Brig
on board His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone’ for better attendance, where he expired on the 27th
day of May last.” Ou the consideration of these Documents by the Court, it was intimated to
M. Lake, the Proctor of Commodore Bullen, that unless he proceeded against the said Vessel
and Slaves for illicit Slave-trade, in conformity to the Additional Convention to the Treaty be-
tween Great Britain and Portugal, for the prevention ot illicit Traffick in Slaves, the Court could
not take cognizance of the Case: upon which intimation be refused to proceed further, and on
the 13th of June offered to deliver up the Brig and Slaves to the Claimant’s Proctor, Mr. Savage.
On the 26th of June a Petition of the said Mr, Savage, supported by his Affidavit, was brouglit
into Court, alleging, that be had received from Mr. Lake, the Proctor of Commodore Bullen, the
Seizor, & written Communication, informing him, Mr, Savage, that he, Mr, Lake, on behalf of
Commodore Bullen, - was ready to deliver to the Master the said Brig-and Slaves on board, and
requesting him, Mr. Savage, to take immediate steps for taking charge of the said Vessel and
Slaves; it was further alleged in the said Perition, that he, Mr. Savage, had endeavoured to
obtain permission to communicate with the said Master, then on board the said Vessel, but, in
consequence of her being under strict Quarantine, he had not been able to do so, since the time
of receiving instructions from the said Master to act as Proctor on his behalf, which was prior to
his receiving the Communication from Mr. Lake as aforesaid ; wherefore he prayed that the cause
of the said Brig might not suffer by reason that through the said Quarantine he was withheld
from communicating with the Master of her. :

On the 21st day of June the Master of the Brig was released from Quarantine, and allowed to
come on Shore, and on the 23d Mr. Savage brought into Court the Petition of the said Master,
p}"aying to be allowed to-file his Clain, which was granted, and he, at the same time, brought in
the Claim, with an Affidavit in suppott of jt; oo the same duy be brought in the written Com-
munication before-meutioned, from Mr. Lake to himself, wherein the former offers to give up the
Brig and Slaves; also- a Petition, praying a Monition against the Captor, calling on him to
proceed to Adjudication, which was granted and issued on the sanie day. The Claim is ¢ of
Autonio Mauricio de Mendonga, the Master of the said Brig, a Subject ot His Imperial Majesty
The: Emperor of the Brazils, for the said Ship, her tackle, apparel and furniture, goods, wares and
merchandize, and 424 Africans, or so many as were on board thereof at the time of capture thereof,
by His Majesty’s Ship ¢* Maidstone,” Commodore Charles Bullen, C. B. Commander, and for the
value of such slaves as may have departed this life since the said capture, as the sole property of
Joao Alvez da Silva Porto, an inhabitant of Rio Janeiro, as protected by the Treaty or Conven-
tion between. His Britannick Majesty and His Most Faithful Majesty The King of Portugal, dated
the 28th July 1817 ; and for all costs, charges, losses, damages, demurrage and expences as have
arisen,-or shall or may arise, by means of the capture aud detention of the said Brig, and her Cargo,
the 424 Africans aforesaid.”” In the Aflidavit in support of the same, the said Antonio Mauricio ds
Mendonga deposed to the truth of the iatters and things contained in the said Claim, and al
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further deposed, ¢¢ that the said seizure ook place on the 18th day of April last, in‘the‘prosecu,-
tion of the Voyage.of the said Brig from Molembo, on the Coast of Africa, to Rio ‘Janqh’g‘,_ir‘l
thie Brazils, and was brought to Sierra Leone;™ he further deposed, ¢ that ever since his arrival in
Sierra Leone he had been detained on board the said Brig, by reason of her having been placed
under Quarantine until the 2ist day of June now past, and that he, the Deponent, had not before
any opportunity to proceed in his business, and in the Claim for the said Brig and the Cargo and
Slaves ou board ; that at the time the said Brig was detained as aforesaid, the Island of Anna
Bona was about 8 wiles distant, the said Brig being then to the South of the Equator, and in
full view of the said Istand.” v »

.On the 25th ot June, Mr, Macanlay, the Acting Governor, arrived from the River Gambia,
and on the 26th, the Master, Autonio Mauricio de Memlc'mga, was produced, sworn and examined
on the general Interrogatories, but nothing came ont in his examination material for the Captors ;
he swore that 473 slaves were taken on board at Molemmbo from the shore, and that 49 died
previous to capture. :

On the 27th of June, the Court was informed, by command’ of the Acting Governor, that the
said Brig was released from the Quarantine Regulations, and that the Government of the Colony
would noi provide or ration the slaves after that day. On the 29th, the Court reccived a Letter
trom the Colonial Secretary, stating, ¢ that by command of the Actjng Governor, he enclosed,
for the information of the Court, a Letter addressed to him by the Prize Master ot the ¢ Per-
petno Defensor,” Mr. Tollervey (an Officer of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone”), and drew the
attention of the Court to the 32d Section of the Act of the 5th of George the 4th, Cap. 113, and
requested to know whether the Commissioners considered that Claixp to be applicable to the
Court of British and Portugnese Mixed Commission, and if so, to express the Acting Governor's
desire that the Court would be pleased to give the necessary instructions for carrying the same
into effect.” In the Enclosure it is stated by Mr. Tollervey, that < e having received directions
from Mr. Lake, the Proctor for Commodore Bullen, to give up to the Portuguese Clsimants the
slaves in the «¢ Perpetuo Defensor” and the ¢ Susan,” Colonial Brig, on their claiming them on
to-morrow (the 29th of June), that he therefore deemed it his duty to acquaint the Colonial
Secretary, that from strong symptoms of discontent and anger manifested by the slaves to-day
(the 28th), on sonie Person on the part of the Claimants attempting to- take their number in his
absence, and the clamorous manner in which he was surrounded on his return, that the ¢ Susan”
would not he sate on his leaving her and the *¢ Perpetuo Defensor’” to-morrow (the 29th).” )

_ In the course of the day of the 29th of June, the Acting Goverm)lﬁ_apd (he,CommiSsioners met,
when the former observed, ¢ that be conceived the slaves on board the ©* Susan® had obtained their
freedom by being on board a British Government Vessel,” to which the Commissioners answered,
#* that they thought otherwise,” and pointed out to him the construction they pur on .the Act
of Parliament in question, and the Treaties and Conventiou-therejn recited, and on the day
following addressed a Letter 1o the Colonial Secretary, stating, ¢“that in their-opinion the Clause
of the A-(_:g in guestion did not apply to the Court of the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission.”

On the 3tith of June, Mr. Savage, the Claimant’s Proctor, -ad(!resse(ra written Communication
to the Conrt, with several Enélosures, in consequence, as he states, of the Communication frem

. thé Acting Governor to the Commissioners ; lie sets forth *¢ that on the 27th of June, the Seizor’s,
Proctor addressed to him a Letter as follows, containing an nclosure, to wit ;

T Sir, . ¢ Sierra Leone, June 27, 1826,

~¢1 beg leave to énclose you a Copy of a Letter T have just received trom Mr. Cole, the Col-
Jeetor aud Quarantine Master, respecting the support hitherto suppljed the slaves on board the
*¢ Perpetuo Defensor” and ¢ Susan,” and I beg leave to remind you, that there are no provisions
now on boatd the Vessels, and to press upon your artention the urgency ot your victualling ‘the

said slaves, - ¢1 have the honour to be, &c.

CW.H. Savage, Esq. (Signed)  JOHN DEAN LAKE, for Commodore Bullen, C.B.

““ The Enclosure is as follows :

¢ S1R, ‘ ¢ Sierra Leone, June 97, 1826,
* THE Colonial Sorgeon having reported to the Government that the contagious disease has
totally disuppeared from among the slaves on board the ¢ Perpetuo Defensor’ and ¢ Susan,” and
should, in consequence, be released from Quarantine, I am conmmanded to give you notice, that
the support of these people (hitherto furnished by me) will be discontinued as soon as I receive
ipstructions from his Honous the Acting Governor to carry the recommendation of the Surgeon
into effect, ¢ 1 am, &ec,

4 John Dean lake, Esq. (Signed) < THOMAS.COLE, Colr, and Quarantine Master,

“ Aud to which he made immediate Reply, declining to provision the slaves, for the l‘eésons therein
alleged.—The Reply was as follows :

¢ S1m,. ¢ Sierra Leone, 27th June 1826,
<IN reply to your's of this date, I-am requested by the Claimant, Lo say, that the ¢ Perpetuo-
Defensor,” had when seized, provisions adequate to the full supply of the Afticans, the Cargp of
the said Vessel during the voyage ; that her having been scized and brqught to this Place; has
consumed a period far beyond than necessary for the completion of the voyage, and if, therefore,
the provisions are expended it caw’ arise solely from this cause; and not through any omission or
fault of the Claimant, . o
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¢I must inform you the Claimant is without the pecuniary means of procuring them food for
their subsistence. The Seizors, or their Agent, therefore are called upon, for the cause of humanity
ju this Case, either to Petition the Colonial Governihent to provision them, or do it themselves,

leaving the Costs thereof to after consideration. ¢ I'bave the honour to be, &c.
< John Dean Lake, Esq. (Signed) ~ W. H. SAVAGE.

¢¢ As in fact, from there being no Mercantile Communication in this Colony with any Portu-
guese House, it was found impossible to raise money to effect such an object, as subsisting the
slaves (upwards of 300 in number), without a guarantee; the Registrar of the Court having,
however, since he, Mr. Savage, wrote the last Letter, distinctly stated to him, that the Judges of
the Court did consider the Claimant bound to support the slaves, and that, if not fed, should any
thing arise to cause a deterioration of their number, it would fall on the Claimant, he resolved to
hecome guarantee for the supplies, to prevent any unfortunate result daring the uncertainty exist-
ing, and gave directions that they should be provided for accordingly, and on the 28th instant,
provisions were sent on board both Vessels, which, however, he had some difficulty in getting
received.  On the same day he wrote the following Letter, to the Proctor of the Seizor, to inform
him of hLis intentions : ‘

¢ SR, < Sierra Leone, 28th June 1826.

‘1 BEG leave to acquaint you that | have received directions from the Claimant in the Case,
of the Brig * Perpetuo Detensor,*"to supply the Africans on board with provisions, as well as
those also un board Fis Majesty’s Colonial Biig < Susan,” which I shall endeavour to carry into
effect immediately ; but I have most distinetly to state, that the supply of the latter will only be
‘continued until the sitting of the Court, when the sense of the Court will be taken thereou, as
the Claimant considers those People who bave been so removed, while ‘Vessel was in charge of
Captor, in thelight of Persons landed in British Territory, and who will, therefore, claim every pri-
~ vilege the said removal may entitle them to.

<1 am also to inform you, that the Claimant is himself personally nnable, from severe indisposi-
tion, to look after the Vessel, and that all his Officers have been removed by the Captor, but he will
endeavour to engage an Officer this day, whow, if eugaged, shall proceed on board to-morrow
morning.

¢ The removal of the European part of the Crew of the ** Perpetuo Defenisor,”” except two men
and the Master, makes it almost impossible to expect that the slaves may be prevented from doing
as they think fit, and, therefore, 1 must most pariicnfarly press on you, that, for the interest of
the Seizor, the Officer and men put on board by the Seizor, may remain to assist in keeping the
slaves on board until the final Judgent of the Couit shall be given.

¢1 have the honour to be, &c.
¢ Joln Dean Lake, Esq. . (Signed) ‘W. H. SAVAGE.’

¢ In writing the Letter of the 27th, and thereby distinctly stating, the Claimant did not possess
the means to supply the slaves with provisions, he counsidered that the future support of the slaves
would have been arranged under the authority of the 32d Section of the Act of the 5th George the
4th, Cap. 113, (this is the same Clause referred to by the Acting Governor in his Letter to the
Court). that during the ¢ Perpetuo Detensor’s” having been in charge of the Seizors upwaids of
240 slaves were removed to the Colonial Brig < Susan,” and on bis mentioning this to the Acting
Governor, he most posi(ively stated to him, that whatever might be the Decree of the Couwrt
those Persons could not, nor would he as Governor permit, that they should be put back into the
¢ Perpetuo Defensor” as slayes, the Acting’ Governor having also distinctly stated to bim, that
provided those slaves, or any other, were restored by Decree, he would net permit them to be
victualled or watered from this Colony, it therefore became a positive fact that the slaves from tie
moment they are brought in here, the Claimant cannot advantage by any Decree of Restitution,.
so as to effect their removal; that their being at once allowed to land, must only facilitate the
proceedings, and ought not, he humbly conceived, debar the Claimant from indemnification.

““ The eircurnstance of theslaves having been tuken out of irons and permitted at large.in the
Vessel, the intercourse held with the liberated Africans who have been employed about them,
their seeing others who had been detained as slaves going on Shore, has tended to create a feeling
of insubordination which, if it is manifested, the present slender Crew of the “ Perpetuo Defensor ™
must be unable to repress :~—ten persons only of the original Crew of 54 having been suffered to
vemain by the Seizor, present additional reasons imperatively requiring the landing of the slaves,
without injury to the interest of the Claimant. v

An Aflidavit of the Master of the said Brig, in support of many of the Allegations contained
in the aforesaid Communication from Mr. Savage to the Court, was brought into Court at the same
time, ) .

" On.the same day, the 30th, was brought in the Affidavit of John B. Garel, who therein sets
forth, *¢ that on the 2%th day of the present Mouth, he was requested by William Henry Savage,
to proceed on board the Brig ¢ Perpetuo Defensor,” and His Majesty’s Colonial Brig ¢¢ Susan,”
and to take with him rice as provisions for the slaves on board those Vessels, and to see they
wete generally supplied with every' thing necessary ;—that he did therefore take 20cwt.” of
rice, and on the same day proceed on board, and has ever since continued to supply the said slaves
-with rice, salt and palm-oil, and on this day, by the further direction ot the said W, H. Savage, is
supplying them with fresh beef, and attending to see them furnished with water ; that when he
first went on board the ‘“ Perpetuo Defensor * there was ouly a Quarter-Master in charge on
board, Deponent asked him to be permitted to count the number of slaves, provided the said
Quarter-Master could not tell the number; that the said Quarter-Master said, that he could nog
‘tell the number, and therefore he, Deponent, began to count them, and got to about 50, when:a

- dlack man, who told this Deponent he belonged to the * Maidstone** Frigate, spoke to the slayes
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in their own language, as this Deponent believes; the slaves on being so spoken to began to shew
signs of displeasure, and mixed ‘themselves so with the others, that Deponent could not count
them ; that on taking the said provisions the first time on board, conld not induce any person,
either on board the said Brig or the Brig ¢“ Susan,” to take charge of the said provisions, but_
that Deponent had been suffered to leave the rice on board the ¢ Susan,’ and issues the same every
morning,*

Ou the Ist of July, while the Commissioners were sitting, adjudicating some other Cases, the
Chief Justice was called on by Mr. Saino, the Acting King's Advocate, and Doeror Barry, Deputy
Inspector of Hospitals, who produced an Afiidavit of the before-mentioned John Tollervey, of His
Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone,” who therein deposed, ‘* that 91 INatives of Africa were then
confmed on board a Vessel in the Harbour, called the ¢ Perpetuo Defensor.”” and, as he, the De-
pooent, verily believed, were intended to be carried away from the Pogt of Freetown for the pur-
Jose ot being dealt with as slaves,” and, on this Evidence, insisted t.ht‘;y were entitled to a Writ of-
Habeas Corpus; this was, however, denied by the Chief Justice, who stated to those Geutlemen
the reasons why he could not issue any such Process. Notwithstanding this refusal, Mr. Samo
sent, on the 3d instant, a written Application to the Chief Justice, undler dare ot the 2d, euclosing
a Letter to him from Dr. Barry, and the same Affidavit of Mr. Tollervey, and again paying a Writ
of Habeas Corpus. On the 4th of July, by appointment, the Chief Justice heard Mr. Samo and
Dr. Barry on the part of the slaves, and examined on oath gvery peyson they thoughe proper to
bring as a Witness in the Case, the principal one of whom was Mr. Ferguson, the Surgeon of the
Royal Afvican Colonial Corps. Dr. Barry acknowledged that he himself had never been on board
the Vessel. Mr. Savage, the Claimant’s Proctor, with the Claimant himself, were also heard, and
two Affidavits of their’s, sworn before a Justice of the Peace, allowed to be read in evidence, when
the Chief Justice again refused to grant the Writ of Habeas Corpus, apd gave his reasons for such
rvefusal. This matter was heard in the presence of His Majesty’s late Commissary Judge, the
Clerk of the Crawn, and Mr. Tollervey, the Prize-Master, in addition ro the Persous before men-
tioved. The Copies ot the Documents in this Case, certified from the Crown Office, are sent with
this Report, : o

On the following day, the 5th of July, the slaves on board the ¢ Susan” Colonial Brig were,
by order of the Acting Governor, taken possession of by Mr, Cale, the Collector of Duties, and
landed and disposed of, without either the knowledge or consent ot the Court, in the same manner-
as those have been that have been adjudged ta be emancipated by thi Courts of Mixed Commis-
sion ; and on the 6th of July the slaves on board the «“ Perpetuo Defensor,” 88 in number, being
in a state of insubordination, were landed by the Claimant’s Proctor, and, by order of the Acting
Governor, received and disposed of by Mr. Cole, as the others had been that were landed the day
betore from the ¢¢ Susan.” This was also done without either the knowledge or consent of the
Court, : . i

Mr. Lake, the Seizor's Proctdr, about this time petitioned the Court to have 4 black Seamen
and four of the Slaves examined an Special Interrogatories, which Mr, Savage, on the part of the
Claimant, objected to; first, because there was no Portugnese Commissioner in the said. Court;
secondly, because the Regulations did not point out any such mode for ascertrining the facts of
any Case ; and, thirdly, because the People to be examined had not the dread either ot temporal
punishment, or religious obligations, to speak the truth, and that, being persois not speaking an’
“BEuropean language, it was impossible to make them understand the questions put through an In-
terpreter, who must alse be a liberated African, equally ignorant,

To the first objection of Mr.Savage it was answered, ¢ that it was neither the fault of the British
Government or the.BEritish Commissioners that there was no Portuguese Commissioner, and that
if the Court, in the absence of the Foreign Commissioners,. could legally condemn and release
Vessels, they could also' do any other act for which the Court was constituted, and could therefore
orider the Examination of the Seamen and Slaves of any Vessel before the Court.”* To the second
abjecticw,-it was answered, fthat it had been an uudeviating practice of the Courts of Mixed Com-
mission, "since their establishment, to examine not only the Master aud two or three of the prin«
cipak Persons on board the derained Vessel, but also others of the Cresw, also the Slaves, and any
one else, by whose examination trath-was. likely to be elicited.” 'To the third objection, it wag
answered, <“ that.it contained assertions the truth of which must be ascertained at the time of exde
mination, except that which states the ignorance generally of the liberated Africans, which is not
trae, as it is notorious that many of them had resided some time in the Colony, and were persons
ot some intelligence, and might be procared by Mr. Savage as Interpreters, if he chose.” The
praver of Mr. Lake’s Petition was tierefure granied, and be this day produced Jose da Costa,
Manoel Nogera, Antonio Mozambique, and Juan, Scamen of the Brig, who, being duly sworn,
deposed, each and severally, © that they shipped on board the < Perpetuo Defensor,” at RiofJaueiro;
that Angola is the name ot the first Land they made, coming out trom whence they weit to
Awbrise ;** and Jose Costa, for himself, deposed, ¢ that they there lauded some Cargo; that they
then weunt to Cabinda for a mast, and trom €abinda to Onim, and from thence to Badagry ; saith
there was 1o trading carried on, the Slaves on board ber baving been purchased for ber by the
Brig ‘¢ Brillianie,”” and were lying ready for her at Badagry, which is the Place the Sfaves
were shipped at.”  Aud Manoel Nogera, for himiself, deposed, ¢ that, from Ambrise they went
to Cabinda, and from Cabinda they went to Onim and Badagry ; that there was no trading car-
tied on ; the Slaves were purchased by a Brig called the ¢ Brilliante,” and were lying ready at
Badagry, whicli'is the Place the¢ Slaves were shipped at; knous it to be Badagry tiom having
heard the Officers say so, and from his baving made a voyage once before to Onini, and this Place
being close to it.” And Antouio Mosambique, for himselt deposed, °¢ that fromr Ambrise they
went-to Cabinda, «nd trom Cabinda to Badagry; that there was no trading carried on, the Slaves
on hoard the *¢ Perpetuo Defensur” having been pyrchased for her by another Brig, cafled the
¢ Brilliaute,” and were lying for her at Badagry,-which is_the name of the Place the Slaves were
shipped at.” And the said Juan, for himself, deposed, ¢ that, from Ambrise they went to Cabinda,
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and from Cabinda to Badagrys no trade was made for the Slaves at Badagry ; the Slaves weve
purchased. for the ¢ Perpetuo Detensor” by another Brig, but he does not know her name ; they
were lying ready for her at Badagry, where they were taken on hoard.” -

On the 8th of July a Communication was made by Mr. Savage to the Court, setting forth that
¢ ‘under a persuasion that it was his duty to make the Commissioners acquainted with every cir+-
cumstance us early as possible, which might afterwards come before the Court, he had to state,
that, fromn the riotous conduct.of the Slaves on board the ¢ Perpetuo Defensor,” and the slender
Crew of the Vessel, rendered it absolutely necessary, to preserve ‘life, that the Slaves should be
put on Shore ; and that, in the evening of the 6th, he caused the ‘whole, 88 in number, to be
landed, when they were immediately taken charge of by Thomas Cole, Esq., Collector and Acting
Superintendent of Liberated Africans, and that he should duly authenticate the said facts.”

On the 11th day of July, Ogoopooloo, Adoo, Alaconday, and Agarree, 4 of the Slaves that
had belonged to the Cargo of the ** Perpetuo Defensor,” were produced, sworn, and examined, on
the Special Interrogatories, by permission of the Court, who, each aimd severally, clearly deposed
to the fact of their having been shipped at Badagry. ' ’

- On the day following, the 12th, Mr. Savage alleged in a Petition brought in by him, together
with 2 Affidavits, < that he having been consulted by the Master of the said Brig, on the proceed-
ings towards the slaves left on board the ¢ Perpetuo Detensor,”™ who were in a state of riot on
the 6th instant, occasioned as he, Mr. Savage, was informed, by the circumstance of the slaves
finding they were detained when the others on board the ** Susan™ were landed ; and as the said
Master declared through his Messenger to him, Mr. Savage, that his life, and the life of his men
were in danger, he, Mr. Savage, therefore, gave it as his opinion, they should be landed, and the
circumstances brought before the Court ; that therefore they were on the 6th day ot July landed, .
in number 88, and delivered to,the Colonial Government, whereupon bhe prayed the two before- ~
mentioned Affidavite. should be admitted as evidence in the Cause.” The two Affidavits were sworn'
before the Registrar on the same day, (the 12th) the first ‘of which is that of the Acting Master,

. Bento Francisco de Carvalho, who was hired in consequence of the illness of the Master, whe
deposed << that on the 29th of June last, he, the Deponent, was engaged to proceed on board, and
take charge of the Briy ¢ Perpetuo Defensor,” by reason that Antonio Mauricio de Mendongu,
the Master, was ill and upable to do so, which Deponent accordingly did; that the slaves oh .
buard were comparatively peaceable until the day those who had been previously takea from the
‘¢ Perpetuo Defensor,” and put on board His Majesty’s Colonial Brig *“ Susaw®' were removed
to the Shore : on that day Deponent saw a Canoe; which he believed to be one employed for th¢
purpose ot lauding the slaves from the ¢ Susan,’ manved with 3 Kroomen, come alongside the
¢¢ Perpetuo Defensor,” when Deponent asked them, through a hired labourer, for what purpose
they were come, and they answered, that a white man bad sent them to wait there, that whi.é
the Canoe was so alongside, this Deponent saw several persons on board the “ Susan,” standing
up so as to be in full view of the slaves on board the ¢ Perpetuo Defensor,” making signs to
them, the said slaves, by violent gestures, passing their fingers across their throats, taking billets
of wood und other things, and pretending to strike, all which was seen by the slaves on board
the - Perpetuo Defeusor;” Depouent, by threats to the Kroomen in the Canoe, made them shove
off ; that the Housa-man belonging to the ** Maidstone,” by the name ot Martin, was repeatedly;
dnring that day, heard hailing, and talking to the siaves on board the ““Perpetuo Defeusor
from the ¢¢ Susan,” which gesiures, sigus, and speaking, this Deponent believes was for the pur-
pose of inviting the slaves on board the * Perpetuo Defensor " to acts of violence, for the purposé
of their getting on Shore ; that during the remainder of that day and the night, this Deponent
found, with the Crew on board, a greav difficulty in keeping the slaves in order, the gext day they
at first declared they would not eat, as they wished to go on Shore, that they took by force tue
{resh meat that was brought off afterwards, and commenced. cooking the whole ; this Deponent
remonstrated with them, telling them 1hey should use it at two meals, but they szid ne, they
wonld finish it at once, as they were determined ‘to get on Shore before night ;  after they had
finished their meal the whole of the slaves came aft, women, men, and children, and told Depos
nent they would go on Shore; Deponent understandsa smattering of their language, his people
did the same, some went and lowered the Boat down that was astern ; this Depounent did allhe
cowld to persuade them, by signs, and talking to them, to induce them to be guiet, and they would
not hear; the slaves armed themselves with cannon shet, sticks, and other things they could fis.d
on the deck, and threatened violence to Deponent and the two white men on board ; on the
lowering of the Bout two slaves got into her ; this Deponent, however, made bis people begin to
hoist the Boat, when the 2 slaves got on board again ; ~during all this time Deponent saw
persons on board the “* Susan®’ by signs encouraging the acts of the slaves ; Deponent was
alarmed for his life at the resolute behaviour of the slaves, ‘and made signs to them .to spare hi
and his Crew, while he hoisted the colours as a signal of distress, and fired a gun, - The slaves on
baving this explained, sat down around the Cabin,. and Deponeut made the signal for assistance,
and seut away a man with the Boat, to go inform the Master of his perilous sitnation. - This
Deponent called out For assistance to the Officer on boari the Susan,’ but he got into his Boat:
and went on Shore, and didl not come to Deponent’s assistance. That Deporent therefore firiding
it was out of his power to coutroul the slaves, without resorling to most violent means, after conue
sulting with. the.Proctor of the said Master, landed the said slaves,” -

And Deponent forther deposed, < that at the time he took charge of the-said Vessel, the Slaves
were all at large, that bimself and two white men, and six men of colour, were all the persons o,
board since Deponent has joined the said Brig, and that himself and the said Crew were not uble
to keep them in subjection, especially as they, this Deponent believes, were excited to riot by
what was said to them by Martin and others.” :

The other Affidavit is ot Bento Jose de Carvalho, who deposed ““that he was one of the Grew
of the said Vessel, and was on board wlien she was captured by His Maujesty’s Ship < Maidc:
“stoue,". Commodere Charles Bullen, C, B, Commander, aud has continued on board ever singe’;
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hat at the time of capture all the men slaves were in irons, and weré then released by the orders
of the said Commander, given in the hearing of this Deponent on board the said Vessel ; that
during the time the said Vessel was lying in this Harbour, and while ip the possession of the Officer
audMen of the *. Maidstone,” this Deponent saw an European. come alongside in a Boat, whospoke
to the British Officer in charge, and soon after the greater part of the said slaves were taken from
the said Brig *¢ Perpetna Defensor,” and carried on board the Colonial Brig ¢ Susan ;”’ r!xa;
this Deponent is certain that neither the Portaguese Master, or any of his Crew, had any thing
to do with the removal of the said slaves ;. that on the 29th day of June last, the Acting Master,
Bento, came on board, and took charge of the ¢ Perpetuo Defensor ;” that from that time until
the slaves were landed from the ‘“Susan,” and which by reason of being-near to, was seen by the
slaves on board the ** Perpetuo Defensor,” there was no very particular insubordination among
the said slaves. The day the said slaves were landed from the < Susan,” they then tame aft, and
demanded to be put on Shore in the same manner. A Canoe came gxlougside the ¢ Perpetuo De-
tensor,” during the time the slaves were landing from the ¢“ Susan,” this Deponent does not know
where it came from, it was manned by 3 Kroomen; while said Canoe was alongside, heard a
black Sailor, whom this Deponent knows to belong to the ¢* Maidstone,” talking ts the slaves on
board the ¢ Perpetuo Detensor,” from the <‘ Susan,” and by the signs he made, this Deponent
believes that he was persuading the slaves of the ‘“ Perpetuo Defengor,” to get into that Canoe,
aud go on Shore; this Canoe was, however, forced away by Captain Bento. The slaves coutinued
during the day dissatisfied, and on the following morning, after the landing of the slaves frow the
<« Sisan,” the slaves on bourd the ‘¢ Perpetuo Defénsor,” having had their breakfasts -came alt,
and being armed with sticks, billets of wood, canunon shot, and other things, demanded to be put
on Shore ; some of them lowered down the Boat astern, and two of the slaves got into it, but
they were got back, The Acting Master then tried to persuade them to abstain from violence,

and promised to see what the Authorities on Shore would do for them, aud having pacified them a
little, the Acting Master made signals of distress-by firing a gun, and hoisting the Colours ; that
-said Acting Master ordered Deponent to go and inform the Proctor for the Vessel of his dan-
gerous situation, which Deponent did, and soon atter the slaves were landed, and delivered to the
Authorities of this Colony.. This Deponent saw several persons on board the ¢ Susan " on the
aame day, making signs to the slaves on board the ¢ Perpetuo Defensor,” and, as this Deponent
believes, encouraging them to acts of violence ; that Deponent is persuaded that if the said slaves
avere not landed, that they would have effected the same by force, and that he was iu fear for bhis
dife and the lives of the Acting Master and Crew ; that the Crew only consisted of 9 persons, that
the slaves were at large, and therefore the said Crew were not able to'keep them in subjection.’”
No further proceedings took place in the Cause until the 17th justant, when Mr. Lake, the
Proctor for the Captor, brought in an Affidavit made on the 13th instant, by Captain D. C.
-Clavering, of His Majesty’s Ship *“ Redwing.” Captain Clavering deposed, ‘¢ that on or about
the 8th day of Jaduary last, a Brig, under Brazilian Colours, called the ‘¢ Nova Brilliante,” was
boarded off Eimina by the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Redwing; " that the same Brig was again
boarded by a Boat of the said Ship in the latter end of February, off Badagry; and again in the
datter Place, on the 7th of March last.” -This Affidavit corroborates the testimony of the 4 sea-
men to the point of the Brig < Brilliante  having been at Badagry as stated by them on or about
the time the * Perpetuo Defensor ** was there. .
~ On the st of Awgust, Mr. Lake, the Proctor for the Captor, after stating, first, ‘¢ that the
¥essel and Slaves had been given up to the Claimant since the early part of June last; * secondly,
¢ that the said Vessel and Slaves had been received by the Claimants ; * and thirdly, -*¢ that since
the 7th day of July no Documents of any kind whatever bad beeu filed by the Claimant in the said
Luse,” prayed the Court would be pleased to dismiss the Captors, and not let them suffer for the
‘peglect of - the Claimants or their Agents. This Petition was rejected, on the ground that the
délay was unavoidable in consequence of the severe illness of the Commissary Judge, independent
of other-circumstances, and also that Mr. Lake had made assertions in his Petition which were
fot facts; the first of which, that states * the Vessel and Slaves were given up 1o the Claimants since
-the early part of June last,” is contradicted in. Mr. Tollervey’s Letter to the Colonial Secretnrjv on
the 28th:of June, wherein he states, ‘¢ he had received Instructions from Mr. Lake, the Proctor .
for Commodore Bullen, to give up to the- Portuguese Claimants the Slaves in the ¢“ Perpetuo De-
feusor ** and the ¢ Susan; ’Colonial Brig, on their claiming them the next day,” and Mr. Tol-
ervey dates this Letter on board the said Brig ‘¢ Perpetuo Defensor ** The third assertion, ¢¢ that
since thé 7th day of July last, mo. Document of any kind wnatever had been filed by the Claimant
‘in the said Case,” is contradicted by the Records of the Court, wherehy Mr. Lake would have seen,
had he applied-at:the Registry Office,” which he ought to have done, that iwo Documents had
been brought in by Mr. Savage since the 7th of July, viz : one on the Sth, and the-other on the
12th of that Month. . ‘ N
_The Commissioner of -Arbitration, however, in the hope of facilitating the Caunse, sat on the
day following but one, when (both Parties having agreed to cousider him alone to constitute a
contiget'ent Court,) after the claim and proofs in the Case were read, he admitted the said Claim for
cnstd, damages and expences incurred in consequence of the seizure of the said Brig and Cargo,
and referred it to the Registrar to ascertain the amount thereof, and report the same to the Court.
On the 23d of August, Mr. Savage brought into Court 2 Affidavits respecting a charge that”
had been broaght before the Acting King's Advocate, respecting the slaves on board the ¢ Perpetuo
Defensor.” The first of these Affidavits iz that of John Garel, who deposed, ¢ that on the 6th
day of July last, during the time that this Deponent was executing the office of pro.:')'viding the
slaves on board with provisions on bebalf of the Claimant of the said Brig, .that he was desired
by William Heary Savage, the Proctor on bebalf of the said Clasimant, to aitend at 3 o’clock of
the same day, at the House of -the Acting King's Advecate, the said Proctor informing this De-
pouent that the Acting Governor had- desired: the said Crown Oflicer to.inquire into"a charge
made against this Deponent respecting the said slaves ;  that the Deponent and Proctor attended



Sierea Lreone.  (Portugal and Brazil.) 69

accordingly at the house of the said Acting King’s Advocate, when an Officer, belonging, as De-
pouent was informe,. to-the ‘¢ Maidstone " Ship-of-War, made a charge against this Deponent,
that he had been the means of preventing the escape of - the slaves on board the ¢ Perpetuo De-
fensoi ;* that the said charge was fully gone into before the said Aeting King’s Advecate, and
dismissed as wnsupported by evidence ; and Deponent further says, that this Deponent was then
informed by the said Acting King’s Advocate, that his Honour the Acting Governor bad requested
it should be stated to this Deponent, that if this Dleponent at all intezfered to prevent the escape
of the slaves, or to keep them on board, that he would be proceeded against according to law
in the other Affidavit, William Henry Bavage, the Claimants’ Proctor, deposed, ¢ that on the Gth
day of July last, he was informed by his Honour the Acting Governor, the Honourable Kenneth
Macanlay, that iu consequence of a complaiut made to him, he desired that John Garel should
attend the Acting King’s Advocste at 3 o’clock, to have the said charge inquired into; that De-
ponent therefore gave such notice to the said John Garel, and with bim attended the Office of the
Acting King’s Advocate ; that acharge was srought against him, the said John Garel, for assist-
inig the Portuguese in charge of the said Brig < Perpetuo Defensor > to prevent the slaves from
escaping from the said Brig, and to keep thiem i confinement on board the said Brig ; that Deponent
stated that he had sent orders to the Acting Master to prevent any one from leaving the said Brig
who were considered part of the Cargo, and therefore that any message delivered by the said Jobn
Garel, to that tenour and meaning was according to his Tostructions; that the said Acting King's
Advocate then stated, that he had it in command to state, that if John Garel, or any other person
belonging to the Colony, employed about the said Brig or not, were to prevent the said slaves from
Jeaving the said Brig, or to keep them on board, were aiding and assisting, they would be prose~
cuted. These Affidavits were not answered by the Proctor for the Captor, till afier the Registrar
had made his Report of the amount of costs, damages and expences, which was on the 29th of Au-
gust, in consequence, as was stated by Mr. Lake, of his not knowing Mr. Savage had filed the said
Affidavits, till he saw it mentioned in the Registrar’s Report, he therefore breught in two Affidavits
oh the 6th day of September, in answer to thein,—in the first of which he, the said John Dean

" Lake, deposed, ¢ that on the 6th day of July last, at or about 4 o’clock in tlie Afternoon, he, this
Deponent, being at Government House, in conversation with his Ronour the Acting Governor,
did see Mr. William Henry Savage enter the said House and inform his said Honour the Acting
Governor that he, Mr. Savage, bad come to the decision of landing a number of slaves that were
on board the said Brig, and to abide the decision of the Court of Mixed Commission ; thatat the
time this Deponent clearly and distinetly heard the said Mr. Savage express to his Honour the
Acting Governor, that although he, Mr. Savage, bad come to the decision of landing the said
slaves, yet he liad means in his power, or on board the said Vessel, to coerce the said slaves chould
he deem it expedient, and that he would take the chance of being paid the value of the whole of the
said slaves, or no part thereof.

“¢ That the said slaves were landed on the same evening by the direction and under the super-
intendence of the said Mr. William Henry Savage.” In the other of these Affidavits the Ho-
nourable Kenneth Macaulay deposed, ¢ tnat he lad read the betore-mentioned Affidavit of Mr.
Lake, the Proctor in the said Cause, and had found that the several circumstances therein stated
10 have taken place; to be tnily alleged.” ' :

In reply to these Affidavits, on the t1th of September following, Mr. Savage brought in an
Affidavit made by him, in which he deposed, ‘¢ that during the period that there existed some
uncertainty respecting the feeding-ot the slaves on board the ** Perpetuo Defensor and the
Colonial Brig ¢ Susan,” this Deporent waited on his Honour the Acting’ Governor of
the Colony (Mr Mucaulay), and in conversation respecting the said slaves, his Honour declared
unto this Deponent, ¢ that even it the Court of Mixed Commission were to restore Claimant the
slaves, it would be impossible for Claimant to carry them away in slavery, as in his capacity of
Acting Governor, he would not permit the said Vessel to procure provisions or water in this
Colony for the use of the said slaves;® that the person employed in supplying provisions
was brought up before the Acting King’s Advocate, to answer for his conduct relative to the
using some means to prevent the escape of the slaves, and charges of cruelty had dlso beeu made
against the Acting Master, on which was founded a motion for a Writ of Habeas Corpus
to remove the said slaves from on board the ¢ Perpetuo Defensor,” ‘Deponent could not, there-
tore, venture to advise the adoption of any coercive measures towards the said slaves, so as to
keep them in subordination, for fear of incurring the displeasure of.his Honour the Acting
Governor, and involving the Acting Master and Crew, and also this Deponent, in a criminal
prosecution. And this Deponeut having had represented unto him the very outrageous manner the.
slaves were acting, after they had seen their fellows landed from the << Susan, * both towards: the
Acting Master and the slender Crew-on board, did, therefore, to prevent any fatal consequence;
either to the Crew or Slaves, and which Deponent had every reason to believe would take place
if the said slaves were not permitted to be landed, and also taking into consideration the
aforesaid Declaration of his Honour the Acting Governor, aud the several circumstances before
mentiontd, did advise the Claimanit to give way to necessity, and consent to the landing the sfiid
slaves, and that the Claimant having consented, this Deponent, on or about the.&th day of July,
did wait on his Honour the Acting Governor, and state to his Honour that Claimant bad come to
the resolution of letting the said slaves be landed, and that this Deponent did, therefore, concert
measures to carry the same into effect before the closé of that day, being pressed thereto by the
Acting Master and Crew, who further declared unto this Deponent their fears for their personal
safety were so great that, unless the said slaves were landed before night, they, the said Acting
Master and Crew, would quit the Vessel.” : . : :

After this a delay of several days took place before the Court could further consider’ this Case;
in conséquence of the intervening of the Quarter Sessions, at which the Commissioners had to
attend, and which was of much longer duration than is commonly the case. .

On the 26th of September, the Court having matuarely considered the Report of the Registrar,
ordered the same to be referred back to that Officer to be amended, by suiking out, under the



70 Sicrra Lroxe.  (Portugal and Brazil.)

head of Special Damages and Expences, £256, being of opiuion that the said sum was elaimed .
for expences which the amount allowed for demurrage would cover. The Court turthey directed
that in lien of the sum of £225, aliowed by the Registrar for the Interest of the supposed Capit_al.
employed, which includes the value of the Brig, that the Interest be allowed on the amount of
the purchase and maintenance of the Cargo, which the Conrt eonceived meant the purchase and
maintenance of the slaves ouly, reckoning the valuc of the slaves and their maint:nance at the
cost-price in the Brazils, of the goods with whith the slaves were purchased, and the means ot
their maintenance procured, in manuer following, viz : 473 slaves shipped on borrd. accordipg
to the Master’s statement, at £4 each, according to the Leeward price, and 2d, Britih sturling per
head, per diem, for the mainteuance of each slave, that being about the rate of maintenance of the
liberated Africans whean first landed in this Colony.

On the 28th of September the Registrar brought in the amended Report, wherein he
stated bis opinion that the Claimant was entitled to, first, £79, for special costs, damages,
and expences occasioned to the Biig by detention ; secoudly, £1430 for demurrage, from April

. 20 .
the 18th to the 26th of August at £11 a day, the Brig being 2125 tons burthen; thirdly,

#£122 10s. for subsisting the slaves from the 29th of June to the Gth of July, at s, per day for
each slave; fourthly, 79.716,000 reis for the total loss of 3fi4 slaves, at 219,000 reis each,
(under the fitth head no Claim was made) ; sixthly, £1029s Sd. for § per cgnt on the amount
_of the Capital employed in the purchase and maintenance of the Cargo, amounting in the whole
to £1,733 19s. Sd. and 79,716,000 reis. -

After the Report was read, Mr. Lake, the Proctor for the Captor, prayed the Conrt that the
said Report might be further amended by allowing for the total loss of 276 slaves only, instead
of 364, by reason of the Claimant’s Proctor having taken upon himself to land the 88 slaves
from the ** Perpetuo Detensor,” there having been no necessity for his so doving, and insisted
that there had been no viclence manifesred on the part of the slaves {o warrant their having been
put on Shore, nor were they at that time in a state of revolt ; but as the Court were of opinion
that the revolt and violence manitested by.the slaves bad been clearly proved by the Aflidavits
filed for that purpose, the allegations in which had not been atrempted! to be refuted but by the
simple assertion of Mr. Lake, which assertion did not accord with what Lad been said in
the Letter to the Colonial Secretary, by Mr Tollervey, the Prize Master; and as it had also
been distinctly proved by the Affidavits of Messrs. Savage aud Garely‘ that it was the determina-
tion of the Colonial Government nst to allow any one to coutroul thesaid slaves from leaving the
Vessel if they pleased, which alhough said to be answered by Mr. Macaulay, the Governor, and
Mr. Lake, the Captor’s Proctor, yet not one of the assertious in thqse Aiidavits were even de-
nied by them in their Affidavits, but only fresh matter alleged, stating that Mr. Savage had
asserted he bad the means in his power, or on board, of coercing the slaves if Lhe chose jt:
the Court, thercfore, being fully satistied that the Claimant, Auntonio Mauriciu de Mcmlnngé, was
obliged to submit to circumstances, and being also of opinion that, it the »laves had not béen ex-
cited to insubordination by Mariin and o.hers, there would have been no rovelt, and conse.
quently no necessity to land them, refused the prayer of Mr. Lake. ‘Lhe Court then confirmed
unconditiopally the sum allowed by the Registrar for Costs of Suit, and for Specigl Damages
and Expences occasioned to the said Brig by detention, amounting tg £79; the Court also con-
firmed unconditionally the sum allowed by him, for provisivuing the slaves from the 29th of June
to the 6th day of July last, amountiug to the sum of £122 10s, and it having been represented
and proved to the satisfaction of the Cowt, that the said Skip would be unable to proceed 1o Sea,
unless the Master eould raise a further swm of #1530, by the Court giving a further vnconditional
award for that sum, the Commissioners, therefore, did alko uuconditionally confirm so much of
the sum allowed by the Registrar in the said Resvort, for demwirage, as amounts to £:50, making
in the whole an unconditional award for £351 10s for costs of suit, special damages and
expences, prosisioning the slaves, and for part of the demurrage.

And the Commissioners being fully convinced that the Claimant in this Case had carried
on an illicit Traffick in Slaves during the present voyage, inasmuch as it had been clearly
proved that Slaves taken on board this Vessel were shipped from Badagry in 6. 26. North.
of the Equator, in direct defiance of the Additicnal Convention to the Treaty made hetween
Great Britain and Portugal in the Year of our Lord 1817, for the prevention of iliicit Traffick in
Slaves ; and the Commissioners, theretore, having deemed it just and equitable that the Case
should be adjudicated on the same principles as the Case of the Brig ¢ Activo,” whereot Jozé
Pinto de Aranjo was Master, which Case was lately before the Court, inasmuch as Commodore
Bullen, the Captor, could not be aware of the decision in that Case at the time e made the pre-
gent seizure ; and the Commissioners being of opinion, as in that Case, that the absolute-and un-
conditional confirming the whole of the amended Report would be contrary to the principles of
equity, and would in point of fact be rewarding the Claimant, not orly for a breach ot the Con-
vention between Great Britain and Portugal for the preveution of the iilicit Traffick in Slaves
bét also for a breach of the Laws of his own Country ; and the Commissioners having c_unsiderea
it this :Case, as-in the former, that, by the Convention aforesaid, there is no a.,ppeeil from their
Judgment, and also that it was most desirable that some additional n.easure should be adopted by
the British and Brazilian Governments, for the prevention of such glaring violations of the Con-
ventivn as-the present and that of the “ Activo;” and in the hope that this Case may, in addition
to the ather, particularly call fuith the attention of both Governments, have, theretore, -ouly
coufirmed the remaiving part of the said Report, in the event of the British and Brazilian Go-
vernments agreeing and declaring the same ought to be coufited, according to the true intent
and meanivg -of the Conveution aforesaid, but niot otherwise. = o

(Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.
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Second Enclosure in No. 46.

Decree of the Mixed Commission, 3d August 1826.

Portuguese Brig * Perpetuo Defensor,” Antonio Mauricio de Meudonga, Master.

THE Proctors for Captor and Claimant having peritioned the Court to appoint an early day
for the hearing of the Parties in the above Canse; His Britannick Majesty’s Commissioner ot
Arbitration, sat this day for the purpose of furthering the Proceedings in this Case, the Proctors
on each side agreeing to consider His Britannick Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration, sitting
by himself, in the unavoidable absence of Hjs Britannick Majesty’s Commissary Judge from
severe illness, as a tull and competent Court, . .

The said Commissioner of ArHitration, haying heard the Claim and Proofs read, and the Proctors
on both sides thereon, admitted the Claim for Costs, Damages and Ezpences incurred, in conse-

quence of the Seizure of the said Brig and Cargo, and referred it to the Registrar to ascertain the
amount thereof, and report the same to the Court,

Third Enclosure in No. 46.
Decree of the Mixed Commission, 26th September 1826.

Portuguese Brig ¢ Perpetuo Defensor,” Antonio Mauricio De Mendonga, Master;

THIS day the Court, aiter hearing the Report of the Registrar read, and the Proctors on both
sides on the same, ordered the said Report to be referred back to the Registrar to be amended by
striking out, under the bead of Special Damages and Expences, the following sums : yiz :—

" #£22 0s. Amount of Baker’s bill for 80 days.
22 Us. Amount of Butcher's bill for 80 days, ’
60 0s. To purchase provisions for Crew of 19 persons for a Voyage from hence to Rio Janeiro,
a supposed Voyage of 60 days.

20 0s. To purchase Cabin stores.

15 0s. For wooding and watering.

19 ws'}For advance to Seamen hired here :

97 10s. ‘ )
the Commissioners being of opinion the said sums are expences, which the amount allowed
for demurrage covers. The Commissioners further directed that in leu of the sum of #£225 allowed
by the Registrar for the interest of the supposed Capital employed, which includes the value of
the Brig, that the interest be allowed on the amount of the purchase and maintenance of the
Cargo, which the Commissioners conceive means the purchase and maintenance of the slaves
only, reckoning the value of the slaves, and their maintenance at the cost price in the Brazils of
the goods with which the slaves were purchased, and the means of their maintenance, procured in
manner following, viz.:—473 slaves shipped ou board according to the Master's Statement, at
an average of £4 each, according to the Leeward price, and two-pence, British sterling, per head
per diem for the maintenance of each slave, that being about the rate of maintenance of the libe-
rated Africans when first landed in this Colony, which appears to the Court to be a fair rate,

Fourth Enclosure in No. 46.
Decree of the Mized Commission, 28th Septem&er 1826.

Porguguese Brig < Perpetuo Defensor,” Antonio Mauricio de Mendonga, Master.

THE -Registrar’s Report, amended, as ordered by the Court on the 26th day of this instant
month of September, being brought in and read, and Proctors on both sides being heard an the
same, the Commissioners confirmed, unconditionally, so much of the said Report as the Registrar
therein set forth tlire Claimant was entitled to for costs of suit, and for Special Damages and
Eixpences occasioned to the said Brig by detention, amounting to £79; they also confirimed un-
conditionally so much more of the said Report as the Registrar stated the Claimant entitled to for
provisioning the slaves, from the 29th of June to the 6th day of July last, ainounting to the sum
of £122 ifs. ; and it having been represented and proved to the satistaction of the Coust, that
the said Ship woirld be unable to proceed to Sea, unless the Master could raise a further sum of
£1350, by the Court giving a further unconditional award for that sum ; the Commissioners there-
tore did also unconditionally coufirm so much of the sum allowed by the Registrar in the said
Report for demarrage as amounts to £150. Wherenpon the Commissioners did award and decree
that Charles Builen, Esquire, the Captor in this Case, do pay te the said Antonia Mauricio de
Mendonga, or hiy lawful A(mmey,nf Artornies, for his use, unconditionally, the before mentioned
sums, amounting in the whole to £351 10s. being for costs of suit, special damages and expences,
provisiening of the slaves and for part of the demurrage as aforesaid. o

And the Commissioners having stated their conviction, that the Claimant in this Case had carried
on an illicit T'raflick in Slaves during the present Voyage, inasmuch as it had been clearly proved
that the siaves taken on board this Vessel were shipped from Badagry, in 6. 26. North of the
Equator, and 2. 52; Longitude Fast of Greenwich, in _direct defiance of the Conventiqgj made
betgreen Gr%t Britain .and Portugal, in the Year of our Lord 1817 ; for the prevention of illicit
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Traffick in Slaves ; and the Commissioners, therefore, deeming it just and equitable that this Case
should be adjudicated on the same principles as the Case of the Brig * Activo,” whereof Juzé Pinto
de Araujo, was Master, which Case was lately before this Court, igasmuch as the said Churles
Bullen, Esquire, could not be aware of the decision in that Case at the time he made the present
Seizure, and the Commissioners being of opinion, as in that Case, that the ahsolute and uncondi-
tional confirming the whole of the amended Report, would be contrary to the principles of equity,
and would, in point of fact, be rewarding the Claimant, not only for a breach of the Convention,
between Great Britain and Portugal, for the prevention of the illicit Tyaffick in Slaves, but also for
a breach of the Laws of his own Country; and the Commissioners having considered in this Case,
as in the former, that by the Conveuntion aforesaid, there is no appeal from their Judgment, and
also that it is most desirable that some additional measure should be adopted by the British and
Brazilian Governments for the prevention of such glaring violations of the Convention as the
present, and that of the “ Activo,” and in the hope that this Case may in addition to the other,
particularly cail forth the attention of both Governments, have, therefore, only conditionally con-
firmed the remaining part of the amended Report ; and therefore the Commissioners did further
award and decree that the said Charles Bullen, Esq., the Captor in this Case, do pay to the
said Antonio. Mauricio de Mendonga, or his lawful Attorney or Attornies, for his use, the sum of
#£1,280 for the remainder of the amount of demurrage of the said Brig, provided the British and
Brazilian Governments agree and declare that the said sum ought to be so paid according to the
true intent and meaning ot the Convention aforesaid, but not otherwise.

And the said Commissioners did further award and decree that the said Charles Ballen, Esq.,
do pay to the said Antonio Mauricio de Mendonga, or his lawtul Aftorney or Attornies, for his
use, the further sum of 79,716,000 reis, for the total lass of 364 slaves, provided, as before, that
the British and Brazilian Governments agree and declare that the same ought to be so paid
according to the true intent and meaning of the Convention aforesaid, but not otherwise,

And the said Commissioners did further award and decree that the said Charles Bullen, Esq.,
do pay to the said Antonio Mauricio de Mendonga, or his lawful Attorney or Attornies, for his use,
the further sum of £102 9s. 8d. being for the interest on the estimated capital employed in the
purchase- aud maintenance of the Cargo of slaves, provided, as before, the British and Brazilian
Governments agree and declare that the said sum ought to be so paid, according to the true intent
and meaning of the Convention aforesaid, but not otherwise, '

No. 47.
Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, Decemiber 30, 1826.
YOUR several Despatches up to the 12th of October, marked Portugal,

have been duly received.

“In reference to the Despatches containing Reports of the Cases of the
Ships «© Activo” and « Perpetuo Defensor,” I have to refer you lo the Case
of the  Sinceridade,” adjudged by you in the Year 1823, and to the Decla-
ration which, in that Case, was made to His Most Faithful M ajesty by the
British Government, through The King’s Envoy : that, on the one hand, no
Compensation can, in equity, be due to Traders for losses sustained by them
in Cases of Traffick carried on under circumstances which counstitute illegal
Trade ; whilst, on the other hand, no Condemnation of a Vessel ought to
take place when the capture is made at a Spot not absolutel y within the Boun-
dary prescribed for Capture by the Treaties.

This Declaration was not objected to by the Portuguese Government, and
the principle of it, therefore, may be considered to be fully admitted.

As the Cases of Brazilian Vessels charged with illicit Slave Trade must be
adjudged under the Compacts and Agreements with Portugal, until some further
and special Convention shall be entered into upon the subject between the
Countries of Great Britain and Brazil, there is at present no clear course for
you to pursue, in regard to Brazilian Vessels, other than to act upon the spirit
of the Compacts and Agreements with Portugal.

In regard to those Slaves who, under circamstances of illegal shipment, but
unwarranted capture, shall actually have been brought to Adjudication, I have
to acquaint you, that the principle on which the Court acted in the Perpetuo
Defensor,” in decreeing such Slaves to be restored to the Master, for the use
of the Claimant, was correct. But if special Cases should occur, in which
the Court should be prevented, by unforeseen circumstances, frsm makin
such a Decree, or should be required to make any special disposition of such
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Slaves, it must use its discretion as to what may be right to be done. The
Court cannot, with propriety, condemn them, or make an Order for their
Emancipation. The only expedient seems to be, that the Slaves should be
placed under the superintendence of the Local Government by some Condi-
tional Order. But this again will be subject to the Instructions which you
may receive on the objection which has occurred in the Case of the “ Activo”
and ¢ Perpetuo Defensor,” on which I shall probably have, shortly, to instruct
you farther. . I am, &c.

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

His Majesty’s Commissioners.
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No. 48.

Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty’s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, _ Foreign Office, March 13, 1826.

WITH reference to the Treaty with the Netherlands for the Prevention
of Slave-trade, I have to acquaint you, that, by a Communication this day
received from the Admiralty, it appears that the Instructions referred to in
the said Treaty, have been 1ssued to the following Ships and Vessels of Ilis

Majesty’s Navy :

Namees. Guns, - Comnpaﬁders.
Hussar ............ 46 ...... G. Harrjs.
Brazen ........... .26...... G. W, Willes.
Primrose .......... 18..... . Oct. V. Vernon.
Redwing............ 18...... D. C. Clavering.
Dispatch ...... ... 18...... Robt. W. Parsons.
Ferrer ........ e 10...... Wm. Hobson.
Conflict G. V. ...... wW,...... Lieut. J. Chrystie.

And that the Instructions, which had bheen issued to His Majesty’s Ships
“ Pyramus,” * Ariadne,” ** Bann,” < Victor,” Llingdove,” and < Grecian,”
have been recalled, and cancelled. I am, &ec.

His Mujesty’'s Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

No. 49.
John Tasker Williams, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.-—( Received May22.)

Siz, Sierra Leone, February 15, 1826,

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, a Report of the Case of the
Dutch Schooner «“ Hogp,” belonging to St. Eustatius, Jacob Walters, Master.
She was detained, off Manna, on the 3d January, by a Boat of His Majesty’s
Ship ¢ Maidstone,” Commodore Bullen, and brought into Sierra Leone.

This Case caine on for Adjudication in the British and Netherlands Court
of Mixed Commission on the 23d of January, and was proved to come so
clearly under almost all the Provisions of the Additional Article to the Treaty
between His Majesty and His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, signed
at Brussels, the 25th of January 1823, that I do not feel myself justified in
trespassing on your time by any detail of particulars, but beg to refer you to
the Report. I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed)  JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.

The Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. &e. §e.

Enclosure in No. 49.

Report of the Case qf the Dutch Schooner  Hoop,” Jacob Walters, Master.

THIS Vessel was detained on the 3d of January 1826, off Manna, by a Boat of His Majesty’s

Ship << Maidstone” (Commodore Bullen, C.B.) under the command of Lieutenant William Gray,
of the same Ship.
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Tlie Declaration of Commedore Bullen states, that: the Boat of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maid-
stone,” under the' command of Lieutenant Gray, being between the River Gallinas-and Manna,
and off Shore about 20 miles, detained the ¢ Hoop,” sailing under Datch Colours, belonging to
St. Eustatius, not having slaves on board, but falling under several-of the designations of the

“Additional Articles to the Treaty with the Netherlands, ot the 4th May 1818, signed at Brussels
on the 25th day of January 1823, viz:

Having been found within- the limits particularly specified in the aforementioned Treaty, and
hovering about the said River Gallivas and Manna.

Having, her hatches fitted with open gratings, instead of being fitted with close hatches, as
usual in Merchant Vessels. ,

“Having spare plank, numbered, ent and fitted, for readily laying a slave, or moveable, deck.

‘Having on board shackles, bolts and hand-cuffs, contained in casks, to appearance, at first
sight, part of the Cargo tor trade, being similarly packed to bread, beef, &c,

Having on board a greater number of water-casks, and many of them filled, more by far than
réquisite for the consumption of the Crew, as a Merchant-Vessel, and no Certificate produced by
the Master from the Custom-House at which he cleared out, stating that sufficient security had
been given by the Owners that such casks should only be used for the reception of palm-oil.

Having on board a quantity of mess kids.

- Having on board large boilers, and also a great guantity of rice, the whole far beyond any

robable requisite for the use of her Crew as a Merchant-Vessel, and no Manifest produced by
the Master that the rice was part of the Cargo for trade.

The Papers and necessary Affidavits were delivered into the Registry on the 9th of January
1826, and a Monition was prayed for and issued on the 11th, citing the Parties interested in the
Cause to appear, in proper time, before the Court ; ‘which Monition was returaed to the Registry
on the 19th. v .

‘This Schooner, when taken, had only 4 Papers on board, viz: her Passport, Clearance,
Muster-roll and Log. Her Passport, granted by the Goveruor of St. Eustatius, < W. A.Vou
" Spengler,”. on the 23d of November 1825, states' her to be the property of John Hill, a Na-
turalized Subject of The King of Holland, residing in St. Enstatius. Thereis a Special Clause in
the body of the said Passport, that it should hold ¢ gaod for 12 Montbs for general navigation,
excepting on the Coast of Guinea.” (* Goed voor twaalf Maanden our overal te navigeren
vitgezonderd op de Kust van Guinea ') ‘

Her Clearance, signed by J. Verscheur, the Collector at St. Eustatius, on the 23d of November
1825, states her to have cleared out with a Cargo for exportation for the Coast of Brazil, and
her Log, in positive contradiction, proves her to have come direct to the Coast of Africa, whicn
she had made 2 days only previous to capture. '

“The Master, Mate and Steward, on their Examination, deposed, that the Schooner in ques-
tion, and Cargo laden on board of her, were the property of the said Joha Hill, that iheir object
in comivg to the Coast of Africa was to trade for palm-oil and ivory, and totally deunied all
knowledge of the facts stated by the Captors, with the exception of the acknowledgment, that
the Vessel was fitted with open gratings. The Master further deposed, that Instructions from
the Owner for his future guidance had been sent to the Gallinas, to await his avrival there,

Uuder these conflicting circumstances, the Court decreed a- Commission of *Iaspection and
Survey to issue to the Marshal, and two other respectable Persons to proceed on board the said
Schooner ¢¢ Hoop,” and to report thereon. »

Their Report confirmed, in every material point, the Declaration of the Captor, ‘

No Claimants appeared for the Vessel, and no doubt existing in the minds of the Commniissioners
as to the illegality of the Voyage in which the said Schooner ¢ Hoop” was engaged when taken,
Sentence of Condemnation was passed against her, and - she was accordingly condemaed as Tawful
Prize to the Crowns of Great Britain and Holland.

Sierra Leone, February 15, 1826. JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS,
No. 50.
J. T. Williams, Esq. to M. Secretary Canning.—{(Received May 22.)
Siz,  Sierra Leone, March 20, 1826.

WITH the present Despatch, I have the honour to transmit to you a
Report of the Adjudication of the Schooner * dmable Claudina,” Claudio
Picaluga, Master, sailing under Datch Colours. She was detained by His
Majesty’s Ship “Atholl,” off the Castle of St. George d’Elmina, on the 12th of
November 1825, and sent here to be tried before the British and Netherlands
Mixed Court of -Justice, by which Court she was condemned on the 6th of
February last, for having been concerned in illegally trafficking in Slaves.

I also forward, herewith, the Report of the Case of the Brig * Charles,”
Louis L'Oiseau, Master, sailing under the same Flag, which Vessel arrived ia
this Harbour on the 21st January, having been captured by His Majesty’s
Brig-ot-War, “ Conflict,” Lieutenant John Chrystie, Commander, off Duke’s
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“Town, in Old Calabar River, on the 22d of December last; she is reported
to be of 190 tons burthen, and is stated to have had on board, when taken,
265 Slaves ; the trial of this Vessel took place on the 15th instant, and she
was condemned as lawful Prize. )

It is, indeed, matter of great regret to me, to have to report to you, Slr,
that this banefu! traffick appears to have assumed a novel feature,’and which,
until it be checked, must of certainty tend most materially to increase
the misery ioflicted on the wretched population of this ill-fated Country.
‘The Slave-trade is now carried on to a much greater extent than has been
hitherto known, under cloak of the Flag of His Majesty- The King of the
Netherlands. : )

During the last 8 Months, no less than 7 Vessels have been brought in
by His Majesty’s Squadron for Adjudication, viz: the Bey;” «“Z; La
Venus ;° « Hoop ;" “ Amable Claudina ;» “ Charles ;7 and « Pogel;” 6
of these Vessels were furnished with Papers from the Colonial Authorities at
Saint Eustatius, and one at Curacao.

The 3 first Cases were decided previous to my arrival ; the circamstances
which were developed in each of them, elucidated so clearly the object they
had in view, as to leave no doubt on the minds of the J udges, as to the
illegality of the pursuits in which the Parties connected with these Vessels
were concerned.

For the particalars of the “ Hoop,” I beg to refer you to my Despatch,
and Report ot the 15th of F ebruary. }

"There are certain points connected with the ¢ Amable Claudina” and the
¢ Charles,” more particularly the former, which I deem it my duty to sub-
it to you. )

Had it not been for the application which was made to Captain Murray,
by the Authorities of His Netherlands Majesty’s Government on the Gold
Coast, I humbly conceive his power would not have been competent to any
interference with any Vessel, bearing that Flag, under the walls of their
principal Secttlement. The peculiar circumstances of this transaction, called
upon as he was by them to act, would, however, have rendered this obser-
valion on my part needless, did T not consider it to be my daty to commu- -
wicate to you all such matters connected with this branch of the Publick Ser-
vice, as may come to my knowledge. It would appear that the view which
the Governor of Elmina took of this matter was, that the Moiety of the
Proceeds of the  Amable Claudina” did, of right, belong to his particular
Government on the Gold Coast, and, acting upon this impression, he wrote a
Letter on the subject to His Netherlands Majesty’s Judge. A translated
Copy of this Letter was handed to me by Mr. Bonnouvrié, which I have
deemed it best to forward to you, in order to guard against any observations
that may, by possibility, be made ; not that I anticipate any such, for the
Vessel having been sent to this Court for Adjudication, the disposition of
the Proeeeds is so clearly provided for, as to leave no room for discussion.

I also transmit a Copy of Mr. Breggen Paauw’s Letter to Captain Murray,
with the Affidavit of the latter, as well as the Affidavit of Lieutenant Caiger,,
who took possession of the Schooner.

As all these Cases seem to bear a similar stamp, I have further thought
it right to send you a Copy of the Licence granted by the Governor of St.
Eustatius to the Persons concerned in the * Amable Claudina.” ,

These Liceuces are evideutly obtained (and that for the purpose of at-
tempting to delude), by Parties who are not at all connected as regards the
Person or the Property, with the Flag under which they endeavour to cloak
their nefarious purposes. _ S

The 2 Vessels, the Bey” and the “ Hoop” are, doubtless, American
Property ; the Owners naturalized at St. Eustatius. Two others, the * Z.”
and “ Venus,” are Freach; the Owners and Consignees being Messieurs
Saubot, Joubert, and Co. of Martinique. Half the Cargo of the *“ Amable
Claadina,” was French Property belonging: to Persons at Bordeaux ; and the
«connection of the ¢ Charies” with Guadaloupe,” renders her property, tp
say the least of it, doubtful. ’



Sierra Lrone. (‘Netherlands.) 77

I have thought it to be my duty to communicate with my Colleague, Mr.
Bonnouvrié, on the nature of these Proceedings, and he has assured me, that he
has made strong representations to his Government on the subject; these, I
hope, may. have:a beneficial influence, and that His Netherlands Majesty
may be pleased to direct the Governors of his Colonies to exercise greater
caution, as to the Parties to whom such Licences are granted.

I cannot conclude my observations on this Case, without expressing my
extreme regret, after the sense, you, Sir, had expressed of the Affair of
the ¢ Rosalia,” and others, that a similar line of proceeding should
have been followed in the present instance; and that such measures- should
have been adopted to influence the re-shipment of the slaves in the “ Amable
Claudina,” at, or near, to Popoe. I thought it necessary to communicate ver-
bally with Commodore Bullen on this subject, and should have done so offi-
cially, had I not felt a delicacy, arising from the fear that I might be consi-
dered as overstepping the line of duty which has been marked out
for me. '

The principal peculiarity in the Case of the ¢ Charles,” is, that she is the
only Vessel of the late number under the Dutch Flag that has been taken
with slaves on board, She also sailed under a Licence from the Governor of
St. Eustatius, as appeared by the concealed Papers which were found on -
board. Amongst the French Papers which were first produced, there was

“one, dated at ““Pointe a Pitre, Guadaloupe,” 24th April 1825, only 3 days
previous to the date of a similar Document at Saint Eustatius ; it states her
to be “Le Brick L’Eugene,” Commandé par Le Sieur Louis Guion, Appar--
tenant & Monsieur Victor Rancé, allant au Grand Cabotage.” For the {further
circumstances of this Case, I beg your reference to the Report.

I find one Document among the Papers of the  Charles,” a Copy of which
I think of importance to send to you; it is a Receipt for the large sum of 600
dollars, received by ¢ I. G. Groebe,” the Government Secretary at. St.
Eaustatius, for renewing the Register and Muster-roll, and for obtaining
Security for 2000 dollars, which Security, it appears, by other Documents;
was given that she should not be illicitly employed in the Slave-trade.,

The last Vessel in the List, which I have given in the preceding part of
this Letter,  The Vogel,” arrived here on the 11th instant, she was taken.off
Grand Carrow, by a Boat of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Brazen,” Captain Willes,
on the 22d of January last, on the plea of being fitted out for the Slave-trade.
The Court wili have to take this Case into consideration in a few days, when I
shall have the honour to make my Report to you upon it.

I fear there may have been the appearance of a neglectful delay in some
of my Communications, but this has been caused by circumstances, which
I regret, but not by myself ; they are such as, I trust, may not again occur,
and I have, therefore, Sir, to pray your indulgence. o
v I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS,
T%e Right Hon. George Canning, : -
&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 50.

Report of the Case of the “ Amable Claudina,” Cleudio Picaluga, Master,
captured under Netherlands Colours.

THE ¢* Amable Claudina,” & Schooner of the burthen of 85 tons, of which Claudio Picalaga
‘was Master, was taken possession ‘of in the Roadstead of St. George d’Elmina, by Lieutenatit
Caiger, acting. under orders from Captain James Arthur Murray, of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Atholl,}»
on the. 12th day of November 1825. '

The Declaration of Captain Murray sets forth, that on.the day specified, being off Elmina
Custle, he detained the Schooner ¢ Amable Claudina,’* sailing under Duteh Colours, cumlnan’ded
by Claudio Picaluga, who declared her to'be bound fiom Bordeaux to the Coast of Africd, on the
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ground of her baving on board » moveable, or slave-deck, gpen gratings, and being fitted for the
reception of slavés ; that she was supplied with an extraordinary number of water-cusks for a
“Cargo of Slaves, and also.on the plea of her having had slaves on board during the Voyage
which she was then prosecuting, being in contradiction to the. Esplanatory and Additional Arti-
cles to the Treaty of the 4th May 1818, between His Majuesty and His Majesty The King of the
Netherlands, signed at Brussels the 25th January 1823. ‘

His Majesty's Ship < Atholl” having arrived at Sierra Leone (previgus to the < Amable Clau-
dina,”) and representations baving been made that His Majesty’s service required her early de-
parture to another Station,. the Capior's Proctor petitioned the Court to be allowed m.-ﬁle the
Papers, which was granted ; and the said Papers, together with. Captain Murray's Affidavit, were
lodged in'the Registry ou the 3d January 1826. :

Ou the 11th Janvary, an’Affidavic of Captain Murray was filed in Court, having attached to
it a Letter delivered to him, the said Captain Murray, and thus addressed, < To the Captain of
His Britannick Majesty's Ship of War, just arrived in Cape Coast Roads.™

This Letter was from J. C. Vaander Breggen Paauw, as second in command at Elminra Castle.
‘I was dated *° Elmina Castle, !1th November 1825, aund stages, that in consequence of the
“Governor, Major Last, being very ill, the management of the Publick Service devolved upon the
Writer ; and informing the Commander of ITis Britannick Majesty’s Ship, that a Schooner, under
Dautch Colours, came to anchor in those (Elmina) Roads that mernipg ; that from her Papers
and other circumsrances, he had every reason to suspect that she was epgaged in the Slave-trade,

Mr. Breggen Paauw further expressed it to be his sincere wish, as well as his duty, to put a
~tep to this detestable Traffick ; and his hope, that the Commander of his said Britannick Majestys
Ship would examine the Vessel. o

It was in cousequence of this Letter, that Captain Murray proceeded ro Elmina, and caused
possession to be taken of the Schooner *“ Amable Claudina,” on the grounds which have been
‘previously stated in his Declaration, and sent her for Adjudication to the British and Netherlands
Mixed Court of Justice at this Place

On the same day (the 1ith of January) a Menition was prayed, and issued accordingly‘ )

“Claudio Picalnga, the Master, in his examination on the Interrogatories, states himself to be

a Genoese by virth ; thit bis Place of residence is Curagan; that he is a Naturalized Subject of The

King of Holland; that e purchased the Schooner ‘¢ Amable Claudina™ at Curagao, ot which he
is the sole Owner, aod half Owner of the Cargo, the other Moicty beiug 1he property of Jose

Giovanni Zangrogi and of Chichiola Fraucischo, of Bordeaux ; and that the said Schooner sails

nader a Liceuce from Paulus Reeloff Caniz’ Laar, Governor of Curacgao, dated the 6th of October

1824. Lo . »

* That the present voyage of the said Vessel commenced from Bordeaux, whence she was destined
to La Guayra  He states ¢ that it was his 1utention to go to La Guayra; but, when lie got 10

-Sea, he alteied bis mind, and came-to the €oasi of Atrica,” He first touched at Teneriffe, 1o re-
pair some damage the Vessel s masts had sustained : but it wust be here remarked, that one of the
Mates {George Buglass) positively swears, that it was for the purpose of obtaining ¢ a greater
numbesr of men.” Thence he proceeded direct to the Coast, anchored first at Popoe, professing it

‘to be his intention to trade in palin-oil, ivery, &c. This the Mate aforesaid directly contradicts,
and states it to e his belief < that the object was to procure slaves.”” . Noi finding the ~uccess or
facility he expected at this Place, he proceeded to Durch Accra, where he says he Janded doubloons,
“td tlie valie of 2000 dollars, to exchange for dollars; that having so landed this sum, he was un-
able to get the dollars in Teturi, but was forced to tuke slaves to the number of 32 He acknow-

ledges himself to be the Qwner of the Slaves, but that it was not his intention to take them to-the

West Indies ; and that be landed them at Popoe. The aforenamed George Buglass, (and this is

corvoborated by other evidence), on the conirary, declares, * that the slaves were only landed there
{at Litle Elmina, near to Popue,) for security, three hostages having been 1aken on board for

them, whio were delivered up when the slaves were demanded, and reshipped by the Captors.” The

Bumber they, and thean, sent on bouard was 34, beiug two more than is stated by tue Master. :.

On the 20th of Jannary; = Claim, through a Proctor of the Court, on the part of Claudio Pica-
luga, was made for the restoration of the said Schoouner, her apparel, tackie, and farniture, her
cargo, and for the value of 32 slaves, as the sole property of himself, a Naturalized Subject of His
Magesty. The King of the Netherlands, an Inhabitant of Curacoa, and a Native of Genoa ;. and of
‘two Naturalized Frenchmen, Natives of Old Spain, residing at Bordeaux, and as.protected by
the Treaty or Convention between His Britannick Majesty and His Majesty The King of the Ne- )
therlands, dated May 4, 1818; and for all costs, losses, charges, damages, demurrage and ex-
peaces, arising from the capture aud detention of the said Vessel and her Cargo,

The 6th of Febraary was fixed spon for the decision of the Court upon this Case ; and, having
deliberated with His Netherlands Majesty’s Judge on all its poiuts, and finding that her Licence,
which is exactly in the same form as that of the Hoop™ (granted by W A. Von Spengler}, on
whieh Vessel I had lately the honour to Report, having the same restricttng Clause as to tiadieg on
¢he Coust of Africa; and also finding that her Passport aud Custom-House Clearance from Bordeaux,
her Muster-Roll, which is given under the Seal and Sigoature of the Duich Couvsud, H. N Houy,
resident ther. ; the Manitest of her Cargo, her Bills of Lading, all declaring her destivation to be
to La Guayra ; and finding, thar, instead of pryceeding 1o such her Place of destnation, she was
found oa the Coast of Alfrica, the only Place which her Licence forbade, with no uther reason
,assipned b_y the Master of the said Vessel for such deviation than, that, on going eut to “bea, he
bad changed his mind;™ and it being tur.ber elicited, by the Examiuations ot the. Mastersand
-other Perayns helonging to the Schooner, that Siaves had actually been on board duing thlsyar-
tictlar viyage: S

‘The Cowt was unanimonsly of qpinion that the Vessel had evidently been engaged in.a Traffick

which. was iliggal, and therefore coudemned the said Schooner * Amable Claudina™ and her Cargo
a3 lawfel Frize tp His Msjesty’s Ship < Atholl,” and the respective Governments, ’
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Tt appearing that the slaves, 34 in number, had been caused o be put on board at Little Elmina,
near Popoc, by the instigation and influenceof the Captors, a proceeding contrary to the Provisions
of the Treaty, and to the Fostructions of His Majesty’s Govérnment, The Court could not decree
their emancipation, but they were delivered over to the charge of the'Government of this Colony.

Sierra Leone, March 10, 1826, (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.

Second Enclosure in Neo. 50. (Translation.)
The Governor of Elmina to The Netherlands Commissioner.

Siz, ‘ St. George de la Mina, November 14, 1825.

"] TAKE the opportunity at hand to inform you, that on the tith of this Month, there came to
an ‘anchor here under the Neiherlands Flag, the Schooner ¢ L’ Amable Claudina,” Claudio Pica-
luga, Master, and finding, on examination, that her Papers were not in good order, and it appear-
ing out of several circumstances, that she was engaged in the illicit Traffick in Slaves, 1 found
myself ander the necessity of detaining the Vessel, and to declare her a Prize,

A few hours afterwards an English Man-of-War arrived off here, and being without sufficient
means to secure the Prize, I found myself constraived to give her up to the said English Man-of-
‘War, in order to be brought before the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra Leone for trial.

In the mean time I inform you, that Isent one of my Officers, Mr. Vander Breggen Paauw, on
board the © Amable Claundina™ as Prize Master, by whom the said Vessel was given up to the
before-mentioned Man-of-War, together with the sum of 18,000f. which were found in the cabin,
aceording to an aecepted Receipt. ,

 'The just balf of this Prize belongs to the Netherlands Government upon the Coast of Guinea ;
the other half becomes in favour of the English Man-of-War, the << Atholl.”” 8o I trust to your
zeal, that care shall be taken of the half of the money which was found ou board the ¢¢ Amable
Claudina,” and more will probably be found in the said Vessel ; also tor the amount which the
«¢ Amable Claudina ** and Cargo will produce at the Publick Auction. ‘

Aud I expect the amount by the first convenient “opportunity that will belong to this Govern-
ment on the Coast. ' ; ' '

The Knight of the Order of the Belgic Lion, Major and Commander, A.T. of the Eéﬂmr—

Jands Possessions on the Coast of Guinea. (Sigoed) . F. LAST.
P.8.—All the Papers belonging to the Vessel are giveu into the hands of the English Captaia,
Murray. ) .

(Signed) F, L.
Mons. E. P, G. Bonnouvrié, ‘ .

Third Enclosure in No. 50. (-TEanslartio':,.)
The Commanding Officer at Elmina to Captain Murray.

‘&1z, Elmina Castle, November 11, 1825,

JN consequence of The Chevalier Last being very ill, the management of the Publick Service
having devolved upon me, 1 have the honour to inform you that a Schooner, under Dutch Colours,
came to anchor in these Roads this Morning, and that from her Papers and other circumstances,
1 bave every reason to suspect she is engaged in the Slave-trade.

As it is no less my sincere wish, than it is my duty, to do all I can to puta stop td this detestable
Traffick, I take the liberty to acquaint you herewith, hoping you will examine the Vessel. I have
detained the Master and some of the Crew on Shore, and shall do my utmost to prevent her

escape from here, : 1 have the honour to be, &e.
The_(’aptain of H. B. M. Ship-of-War, (Signed): 1. C. VANDER BREGGEN PAAUW,
Cape Coast Rouds. ' Second in Command,

Fourth Enelosure in No. 50.
Affidavit of Captain Murray.

_PERSON ALLY appeared James Arthur Murray, IEsq., Captain of His Majesty's Ship
~Atholl,” who, being duly sworn, maketh oath and saith, that the Letter hereunto anuexed, dated
*¢ Elmina. Castle, 11th November 1825, signed J. C. Vander Breggen Paanw, Second in Com-
mand,’, and addressed to ¢ To the Captain of H. B. M. Ship-of:War Jjust arrived in Cape Coast
Roads,” was sent to this. Deponent as Captain of the Ship-of-War just avrived in Cape-Coast
Roads, andis, as this Deponent verily believes, in. the band-writing of the said J. C. Vander
Breggen Paauw, Second in Command at Elmina Castle, and is now delivered up by this. Depo-
l}e__ntwithoux any addition; alteration, or subduction whatever, except the Indorsement of ‘fLecter
from Elmina,” writien on the back. . ~ (Signed) - - JAMES A, MURRAY,
Sivorn'before me, at: Frée Town, Sierra Leoue, this 1 1th day of January 1826, '

{Signed) Wn. Smith, Registrar; :
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Fifth Enclosure in No. 50.

A’ﬁdavit of Lieutenant Caiger. -

APPEARED personally, Herbert Caiger, Feq. First Lieutenant of His Majesty’s Ship
€< Atholl,” Captain James Arthur Murray, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that on
the 12th day of November last, being off Elmina Castle, on the Western Coust of Africa, by
order of the said Captain James Arthur Murray, le, this Deponent,: boarded and took possession
of the Netherlands Schooner ¢ Amable Claudina,” whereof Claudio Picaluga, was Master, by
reason that the said Schogner was employed in the illegal Trafck in Slaves, contrary to the
Additional Article of the Treaty entered into between His Britannick Majesty and His Majesty
The King of the Netherlands.” And this Deponent further saith, that at the time of going on
board the said Schooner «“ Amable Claudina,” the said Claudio Picaluga, the Maste ,was on Shore
at Elmina Castle, with a Boat’s Crew of 4 men ; that the said Schooner was under the command
and charge of the Chief Mate ; that no Boat whatsoever from the Shore had had any communica-
tion with the said Schooner, and that she was not in charge of any Officer or Person sent ofi
board by the Commandant of Elmina Castle. (Signed) H. CAIGELR.

Sworn before me, this 3d day of January 1826,
(Signed) Wwu. Smitu, Registrar,

Sixth Enclosure in No. 50. (Translation.)

Licence of the “ Amable Claudina.”

Most Serene, Most Illustrious, Tllustrious, High and Well Born, Well Born, Venerable,
Estimable, Sapient, Prudent, Emperors, Kings, Republicks, Princes, Dukes, Counts,
Barons, Burgomasters, Aldermen, Councillors, as also Judges, Officers, Justices and Go-
vernors of all good Towns and Fortresses, who shall see these Presents, or shall hear them
rvead, Greeting,

WE, Paulus Roeloff, Cantz'Laar, Knight of the Order of the Netherlands Lion, Rear Admiral
in the Service of His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, Governor of Curagoa, and the Depend.
ent Islands Bonaire and Aruba, and Commander-in-Chief of the Land and Sea Forces there
stationed, &e. &e. &e. notify : that Clandio Picaluga, is Mastér of the Schioouer, called ‘¢ Amable
Claudina,” of 50 tons burthen, belonging to himself, a Subject of His Majesty The King of the
Netherlands, and Inbabitant of this Island: and being desirons to give encouragement to the
before named Master, we entreat all the above mentioned, and every pne of them, to whom the
Master alluded to shall come with his Vessel and the goods laden in her, to be pleased to give the
before named Master a friendly reception and proper treatment, allowing him in his passage, upon
his paying the customary tolls and imposts, to navigate, pass and frequent the Ports and Rivers,
with the view of transacting his business, where and when he shall think proper, which faveur we
are willing to retarn,

Given under our hand and the Seal of the Government, at Curacoa; the 6th of October 1§24 R
the’L1th Year of 'His Majesty"s Reign. ‘
To be in force for 12 Months for the purpose of Navigating all Seas, except those on the
Coast of Guinea. {Signed) CANIZ LAAR,
[
By order of His Excellency, {Signed) Wu, Prine.
{Indorsed), Seen at Bordeaux, the 16th Aiil_glust 1825,
Consul for the Netherlands (Signed) H. N. Hovux.

Seen the 10th Septcaber 1825, Santa Cruz, in the Isle of Teneriffe, by A. Berurr,
J. Voss,

Seventh Enclosure in No. 50.

Report of the Case of the Netherlands Brig “ Charles,” Louis L’ Oiseau,
: Master.

THIS Vessel arrived here on the 2lst of January 1826, baving 243 slaves on board, 265
baving been captured in her, and 22 having died during the passage to Sierra Leone.

The Deglaration of the Captor, Lieutenant. John Chrystie, commanding His Majesty’s. Gan-
Brig <“ Conflict,” sets forth, that being up the River of Old Calabar, he seized and detained the
Brig <“Charles,” sailing under Dutch Colouts, whereof Louis L'Oisean, was Master, on-the ¥9th
day of December 1825, by reason that the said Vessel was employed in thie Traffick in Slives,
contrary tothe Treaty entered into between His Majesty and His Majesty The King of the
Netherlands, ) i

On the 23d day of January, the Papers in this Case were duly filed, together with thé Afidavic
of Mr. Heory Pryce Deschamps, Admiralty Mate of His Majesty’s Brig ¢ Conflict,” and Prize-
Master of the ¢ Charles,” which statés, that the Papers, Writings and Documents, marked from
No. 16 to No. 20, inclusive (being a set of French Papers for the said Brig undeér the name of
¢ L'Eugene,”) were delivered up to him by the Master of the said Brig; that he examined a
Writing-Desk, which he found concealed in the Cabin of the said Brig, andfound secreted in.a
drawer thereof, the Papers, Writings and Documents (No. 1 to No, 15), being the Dutch Papers of
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the said Brig under the name of ‘the' < Cbarles,” although told by the Master at the titae of bis
delivering up the first Papers, that there were no others on board. - .
A Monition was prayed for and issued on the 28th January, citing the Parties interested in the
Cause to appear.
The French -Papers found on board this Vessel, call'her < L'Eugene,” commanded by Lioniis
‘Guion, belonging to M. Victor Rancé, of Pointe 2 Pitre, and are dated at Pointe & Pitre, Guada-

loupe, as follow, viz :—
27th October 1824.

Register ........ teteiiseaieareenrans veresensra e

Passport ..oveeeannnccasans e ceeaneaes e aaes 27th October —
Role d'Equipage ........... et s v e e e e e e 24th April 1825,
Invoice, signed Victor Rancé ... .. ..o.iiiiianninaneres 25th April —
Custom-House Clearance from Pointed Pitee .. ..o0v0ve.ne 26th April  —

while the Dutch Papers tound coneealed on board, declare her to be the ¢ Charles,”” commandei
by Louis L’Oiseau, has her Clearance trom Saint Thomas. dated 234 ‘April 1823, her Tnvoice (cor:
résponding in every particular with the one said to” he made at Pointe 4 Pitre, and in the sanie
hand-writing), dated also at Saint Thomas, on the 24th April 18257 sigued by T. B. Andrize
and.Co.-fot the account and risk of Lonis [’ @isean, and the Master-R 1l Clearance for Rio Janeiro,
and Passport, are dated at Saint Eustatius, the 27th A pril 1825,

It is, therefore, evident that the Freuch Papers must be' gross forgeries, it being out of all pro-
bability that she could clear out from Pointe A Pitre, on' the 26th April, and have her Muster-
Roll Clearance for Rio Jaieiro and Passport from Saint Eustatius, the next day.

The Second Master, Jean Rouxel, in his examination on the Standing Interrogatories, stated,
that she was seized for baving slaves and Dutch Papers and Colours on “board; that her name’is
the ¢ Charles,” but he believed she had also been called L’Eugene,” as he saw French Papers
with that vame in them on board of her ; that he-saw them, for the first time, when she was
lying in Calabar River, where also the French Flag was first hoisted, and that the French Flag
was flying when she was -examined by the Man of War by which she was taken. He further
stated, that the present Voyage commenced at St. Thomas, but he did not know where it was to
have ended. St. Bustatius he declared to be the last cleariug Port the Brig sailed from, previons
to ‘capture, and that she went there to procure Netherlands Papers; from which Port she went-
direct to Calabar to procure her Cargo of Slaves, 267 of whom were on board when the Brig was
taken, and he believed the Master (Louis L'Oiseau) to have been the sole Owner of the Brig and
Slaves at the time they were seized.

Thomas Ganse, Seaman on board, depesed, on the same Interrogatories, ¢ that the Brig was
seized for having Slaves and French Papers-and Colours, and Dutch Papers and Colours on board,
but that she sailed under Dutch Colours, and he.onlyknew the Brig by the name of ¢ L’ Eugene;™
that the present Voyage began at St. Thomas, but he did not know where it was to have ended;
.St. Eustatius was the last_clearing Port she sailed from previous to capture, where the Dutch
Papers were procured ; and that she went to Calabar River to trade for slaves, but he could not -
tell the number that were taken on board ; he further declared his belief, ¢ that the Master was
the sole Owner of the Brig and Slaves at the time they were seized ”

It appeared by the evidence of Liudor, a Cabin-Boy, *“ that this is the second Voyage in which
‘the Brig has been employed in carrying on an illicit "Fraffick in Slaves, the first Cargo having been
safely delivered at Surinam, that the present Voyage commenced at St. Thomas, and was to have
.ended there, after delivering the present Cargo, at Surinan.”

The Declarations of Jean Rouxel, homas Ganse, and Lindor, the production of the fraudu-
lent, if not felonious, Freuch Papers, the concealment of the Dutch Papers, added to the fact of
the slaves having been found on board ; all these circumstances combined, made this Case so very
clear, that the Court had no difficulty in condemuing her as a lawful Prize, taken by His Majesty’s
Brig ¢ Conflict,” Lieutenant John Chrystie, Commander,and pronounced 265 slaves to have been
.on board at the time of capture, 22 of whom had died before Adjudication, and the remainder, in

number 243, were emancipated,
.Sierra Leone, March 20, 1826. (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.

Eighth Enclosure in No. 50.
Captain Louis L’ Oiseax, Brig « Charles.”

April 27,1825, —Renewing Register and Muster Roll and amount paid for
* obtaining Security for 2000 Spanish dollars ......... e 600 Sp. dolls,
Rd. Payment,
f. G. GROEBE.

. No. 51.
George Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 2, 1826.)
SIz, Sierra Leone, August 20, 1825.

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that &, P. G. Banrouvrié, Esq.
His Netherlands Majesty’s Commissary Judge, arrived in this Colony on the.
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15th instant, and that this Gentleman has entered upon the dutics of his
Office in the British and Netherlands Mixed Court of J ustice,

I have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) GEO. RENDALL.
The Right Hon. George Canning, :
&ec. &ec. &e.

No. 52.
George Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received June 2 , 1826.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, November 21, 1825,

I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, a Report of the Case
of the Netherlands Schooner Bey,” William Woodside, Master, brought in
bere on the 23d of May last for Adjudication, having been detained on the
19th of the same Month off the River Gallinas, by His Majesty’s Ship < Maid-
stone,” Commodore Bullen, on suspicion of being engaged in the ilhicit Slave-
trade, and falling ander the several designations of the Additional Article to the
Treaty signed at Brussels on the 25th of January 1823. 4

The Court were of opinion that sufficient proof of the illegal engagement in
the Slave-trade had been afforded, and therefore passed Sentence of Con-
demnation on the Vessel and Cargo on the 29th day of June.

I cannot allow this Case to pass without noticing to you, Sir, what ap-
peared evident, from the various proofs which were afforded, that the Nether-
lands Flag and Papers had in this instance been obtained for the purpose of
fraudulently covering other property. The Vessel was Awmerican bumlt, and,
by the names of the Master and Crew on the Muster-Roll, it would appear
they were Americans, or Englishmen. '

The Second Mate, an American, was perfectly ignorant of the Dutch lan-
guage, and stated that he did not know to what Countries the Crew respec-
tively belonged. He appeared much astonished when he was informed that
the Ship’s Passport contained a Clause which forbade trading on the Coast of
Guinea. I have the honour to be, &e.

(Signed) GEO. RENDALL.

b

Zhe Right Hon. George Canning
- &e. c. &e.

Enclosure in No. 52.

Report of the Case of the Netheriands Sehooner “ Bey,” William W aod-
side, Master. ,

THIS Vessel arrived in the Harbour of Sierra Leone on the 23d of Mavy Is i
i . d i L ) lay last, but owing ¢ th
changes in the Commissions at that period, the Praceedings were not regularly commenc%d‘:mtliel
the 13th of June, upon whith day the Ship’s Papers were bronght into the Registry., and duly
attested by George A, Nixon, Master’s Mate of His Majesty’s Ship < Maidstone >
; The usual ;.\4011}({011 was issued on the 14th, calling upon’all Persons having, or pretending to
1ave, any right, title, or interest in the Schooner ¢ Bey,” to : i i
returned on the’22d (’)f June as duly served, > eppear and make clim, whicl e

Commodore Bullen’s Declaration states, that this Vessel was detained off the R; i
- . " ¢ ]
the igl_h of M}ay 1'825, bemg under Dutch Colours, armed with | gun, lz-polx:’::le?dl\l’giﬁi:;n
Woodside, Master, who being absent on Shore, William W olper, the COlllﬂlan(“l,lg Officer
dleciared hl:ar t?l b% bmt!nl(ll from dSt, Eustatius to the Gallinas with a Crew of || men, having no
slaves on boaird, but fa ing under several desio ati £ tl itional Article s; ,
el ot bu Januacs 1655, signations of the Additional Article signed at Brus.,
~ The Papers of the Vessel consist of a Roll of the Crew, a Bill of Sal i vy A
and another to Navigate the Vessel fop |2 Months y  Place :x&;fﬁo? t‘i‘:lch r;nsz_
Guinea, and are all dated in the Month of October 1824, at $t. Bustatj : Lo
- The Depositions of” al] the Witnesses exami -

: ined, viz.: the Second Mar
Steward, shew that this Vessel was fitted at § b vl oman a

: , nd th
t.. Bustatius, from whence she sailed to the € st &

oast of
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Africa direct, where she touched at Garraway, Grand Sestos, Cape Mount, Manna and Gallinas,
to trade, that she was seized at anchor 5 miles off Gallinas, had one Passenger taken on board at
Manna, Johannes Dall, a Danish Mariner, that the Master, who is a Naturalized Dutchman, was
the Owner ; Vessel’s Clearance and Liog Booek burnt at Manna by accident ; has 30 bags of rice
taken on board on the Coast ; the Seaman states that part was taken on board at St. Eustatius ;
has 34 water-casks, some filled at St. Eustatius, others on the Coast ; plank cat to fit the masts and
pumps; Cargo sold to different Persons on the Coast.  The return Cargo was to have been palm
oil and camwood; it wes not to have been slaves, to their knowledge. The Second Mate and
Steward stite, that Black Men were carried as passengers from one part of the Coast to-another,
which the Seaman denies, :

The Deposition of Johunnes Dahl shews, that he embarked as a passenger on board this Vessel
at Manua, 2 months and a half previoss to his Examination; is certain that 60 or 70 bags of
rice, each weighing about 150lbs. were lauded at Manna and Gallinas ; thinks there were more
coppers with steamers that would cook for 100 Negroes or Slaves ; Vessel has carried Black Pas-
sengers, cannot swear they were free o Slaves,

A Commission of Survey was prayed on the part of the Captors, and granted on the 21st of
June. The Report of the Coimmissioners was filed on the 27th, the substance being as follows :
that the Schooner ¢ Bey”' is 66 tous admeasurement ; length on deck 60 feet 2 inches; extreme
breadtli 18 feet 2 inches ; one suir of sails complete ; no goods, wares, or merchandize on board ;
armed with | long traversing 12-pounder gun in complete ovder; 2 brace of pistols, 6 cntlasses
and 2 muskets ; | quarter barrel powder, 40 cases of canister shot, 45 round shot and a small
quantity of laugridge; 30 hogsheads of water stowed in the hold, containing about 2,000 gal-
lons; 3 expty puncheons and 2 barrels on deck, capable of containing about 400 gallons more,
The casks in the hold are stowed so as to form nearly a platform of themselves.

In the after part of the hold a platform, 6 feet by {0 feet 2 inches, was laid. Spare beams and
planks fitted to the kold, by which they extended the platform 16 feet 5 inches in length, with the
whole hreadth of the hold ; there were not boards enough to form a complete platform, but they
found some pieces cut (o fit the fore part of the Vessel, and when cut to fit the foremast. The height
between the shitiing platform and the deck was 3 feet | inch; found on board 11 buckets and
4 mess-kids ; hoilers divided into 4 parts, and with 2 steamers, capabie of holding 311 gallons ; an
oven for buking with range in front; found 37 bags of Carolina rice, containing B2 ewt.

From the Hvidence, the Ship’s Papers, and the Report of the Commissioners of Survey, the
Court were ot opinion that this Vessel was, at the time of her detention, within the limits spe-
cified in the Additional Article to the Treaty, concluded at the Hague the 4th day of May 1818,
between His Majesty and The King of the Netherlands, signed at Brussels, the 25th of January
1523, and that in her outfit and equipment she fell within the 3d, 5th, Gth, 8th and 9th Designa-
tions therein mentioned, Tn addition to this primd facie Evidence of the Vessel’s employment in
the Slave-trade, the Court duly considered the other suspicious circamstances under which she was
found, viz : being at anchor off one of the most notorious Slave Factories on the Coast of Africa,
when the Licence of Navigation expressly forbade any approach to the Coast of Guinea; landing
Jarge quantities of rice at Manna and Gallinas, part of which had been brought from -St, Ensta~
tius, and part bought on the Coast; filling the casks with water on the Coast, although the
Second Mate declared that palm oil was to have been part of return Cargo; having no Log
Book kept either by the Master or two Mates ; and fuarther, that no satisfactory Evidence was
offered on the part of the Owner or Master that this Vessel was otherwise legally employed at
the time ot detention, :

The Court, therefore, passed Sentence of Condemnation of the Vessel and Cargo, on the 29th
day of June 1825. (Signed) GEQ. RENDALL.

No. 53.

George Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.~—(Received June 2.)

Sir, ‘ Sierra Leone, November 21, 1825.

I HAVE the honour to enclose, for your informnation, the Report of the
Case of the Netherlands Brig ¢ Z,” Denis K. Derne, Master, brought in
here for Adjudication on the 17th of August last, having been detained on
the 31st of July previous, by His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone,” Commodore -
Bullen, off the River Sombrero, or Andony, not having any Slaves on board,
but being fitted and equipped for the Slave-trade. ’ ‘

The proot in this Case being fully established, the British and Nether-
lands Commissary Judges passed Scntence of Condemnation of - the Vessel,.
on the 9th of September 1825. c , o

I beg leave to remark, that I conceive this Case bears great similarity to
that of the “ Bey,” and is more fully developed by the discovery of Slave
Irons and Coppers. The Master was Naturalized at Saint Eustatius, in
April last, and in the Month of July he arrived on this Coast with a tull
Cargo under Dutech Colours, It is ¢vident that French property is go-
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-vered in this Case, and shews with what facility false Papers. can be procured
at the Island of Saint Eustatius.

I propose forwarding with the General Report of the Statc of the Slave-
trade, Translations of the Private Letters and Papers-found on board this
Vessel, as 1 hope they will prove the means of throwing some light on these

nefarious transactions. I have the honour to be, &ec.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GEO. RENDALL.
e.  Ge. &

Enclosure in No. 53.

'Report of the Case of the Netherlands Brig “Z." Denis. K. Derne,
- ' Master.

THIS Vessel arrived at'Sierra Leone the 17th day of August last, and the Sbip’s Papers duly
autlienticated, with Commodore Bullen’s Declaration, were brought into Court the same day. A
Monition was issued on the 20th of August, calling upon all Persons having, or pretending to have,
any Claim in the Brig <“Z.” to appear and estublish the same ; this was returned as duly served on
the 29ths- ’ : ‘

. The Declaration of Commodore Builen states, that on the 3ist of July 1825, off the River
Sombrero or Andony, he detaived the Brig <<'Z.” sailing under Dutch Colours, urmed with 2 long
six>pounder "guns, 4 eighteen-pounder carronades, 2 swivels, 18 muskets, and 12 swords, com-
awanded by Denis Kerne Derne, who deelared her to be bound from St. Thomas to the River An-
dony, belonging to:8ain' Eustatins, with a Crew of 28 men andboys, not having on board slaves,
but falling under the several designations of the Additional Article signed at Brussels the 25th of
Jannary 1823, ‘ )

The Papers of the Vessel consist of a License of Navigation for. 12 Months, to any Place except

" aipon the Coast of Guinea, and a Passport given by the Governor of the Island of Suint Eustatius,
in April 1825, A Muster-roily List of Cargo, and Clearance, dated at Saint Lhowmas the 25il.
of May 1825. : There are also.numerous French Letters, Private Papers, &e.

“The Master’s Deporition states, that he was born at Brest, but nawralized at Saint Eustatius
in April last.  Took possession of the Vessel about 18 or 20 mounths since at Martinique ; * she
was built at Nantes, has a Jarge interest in the Vessel and Cargo ; she was seized upon pretence
ot be ng engaged in the Slave-trade ; sailed under Dutch Colours ; had a French Flag on board,
it was on beard because she sailed wnder the Freich Flag formerly; has been called the ¢« Z.
since April last, was formerly the ¢“ Pauline and Amanda.”” The Voyage began at Saint Thomas
and was to have ended there ;- was captured in 3. 30. North, and 6. East ; bought the Vessel at
Martinique from the French Government at Publick Auction ; paid 6000 dollars for Ler; Vessel
and Cargo were both iusured for this Voyage in Paris, at a premium of 2 per Cent,
~ The Depositions of the Surgeon, Boatswain and Cabin-cook, are alike in substanuce with that of
the Master. , o ‘

Three Affidavits, - made by Edward Franklin, Lieutenant of His Majesty’s Ship < Maid-
stone” and Prize-Master of the Brig ¢ Z," were filed in this Case ; the first on the 6th Séptefn-
ber 1825;=stating that un the 26th ot August Deponent found &6 slave-irons on board the Brig
¢ Z,” which had been concealed below ; the second states, that, nﬁ the 7th of September, the
same Deponent found 76 slave-irons, in addition to the 86 before mentioned, and that they were
concealed under thé powder in the hold ; the third Affidavit states, that, on the 10th of Septem-
ber, Mr. Franklin discovered, in the after-part of the Brig < Z,” a set of coppers capable of con-
taining trom:'90 to 100 gallons,

A, Commission of. luspection and Survey was prayed and issued on the 6th of September, and
returned sas duly performed on the &th. The Commissioners report that the hatches of the Brig
¢« Z°" are fitted with open gratings, that shie has spare plank more than sufficient to form a second
or moveable deck; beams fitted with rubbits and grooves for receiving‘ the same ; that they found
&0 pair of shackles,.as well as a considerable nunbet of iron balts ; from 10 to 15 tons of water
in casks, butts, puncheons, and hogsheads, 51 mess kids, from 2 to 3 gallons each ; 16 buckers of
2 gallons each ; 6 poopoo tubs ; boilers unreasonably large for the tonmage ‘of'the Vessel; from
30 to'40 bags ot rice, as nearly as they could aséertain, mixed with" calavinces in ,bulk ;.
also sunie caskd nf calavances ; 4 twelve-pound carroviades, 2 long nine-pounders, sundry small arms
and cutlasses, withi'a considerable quantity of powder and shot of all descriptions.

The.Court-were of opinion that this Vessel wis, at the time of capture, within, the specified
limits, and that in ber ¢quipment and outfit, she'fell within 8 of the Designitions namedin the Ad-
ditional Article to the Treaty, signed at” Brussels on the 25th of January 1823; viz :— the {st
3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9¢h : and as no evidence was offered on. the part of the’ Mast‘el’:
and Owner that the Vessel. was legally employed at the time of her detention; the Court passed
Sentence of Condemmation on the Vessel and Cargo, on the 9th day of September 1825,

, : (Sigred) GEQ. RENDALL,
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No. 54.
George Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning —( Received June 2, 1826.)

Sir; Sterra Leone, November 25, 1825.

I HAVE the honour to enclose, herewith, a Report of the Case of the
Netherlands Schooner © La Fenus,” Audré Desbarbes, Master, detained on
the 1st of September off Cape Formosa, by His Majesty’s Ship « Atholl,”
Captain James Arthur Murray, having no slaves on board, but falling
under the several designations contained in the Additional Article to the
Treaty signed at Brussels the 25th of January 1823, and sent in here for
Adjudication on the 23d of September 1825.

The proof of this Vessel's engagement in the illegal Traffick of Slaves
being clearly established, the British and Netherlands Judges condemned
the Vessel and Cargo on the 1st of November 1825.

I feel it my duty to observe, that this is another Case wherewith I con-
ceive the Netherlands Flag has been made a cover for French property,
a practice which T expect will be found to have been of long and frequent
occurrence, although it has escaped the vigilant notice of our Cruizers until
lately. I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) GF0. RENDALL.
&e. §e. &e. ..

Enclosure in No. 54.

Report of the Case of the Netherlands Schooner < LaVenus,” Andre Des-
barbes, Master.

THIS Vessél was bronght into this Port on the 23d of September 1425 but owing to the
absence of the Agent and Proctor for Captors, the Papers were not produced in Court until the
12th of Octeber, upon which day Mv Hodder, Admiralty Mate, delivered them, duly attested, to-
gether with the Declaration of the Captor, into the hands ot the Registrar, by whom they were
duly filed. A Monition was issued, citing all persons having any right or intevest in the Schooner
* La Venus” and Cargo, to appear and make claim; this was returned certified as having been
duly served, .

The Declaration of the Captor, Captain James Arthur Murray, commanding His Majesty’s
Ship ¢ Atholl,” states, < that on the Ist day of September last, being in Latitude 4. 12. North,
and Longitude 5. 33. East, he detained the Schooner ** La Venus™ sailing under Dutch, Colours,
arnred with 4 six-pounder gans, commanded by Audré Desbarbes, who declared “her to 'be bound
from St. Thomas, West Indies, to the Coast, with a Crew consisting of 27 men *’

“The Third Mate, in answer to the standing Interrogatories, states, *that the Master’s
name is Desbarbes, that M. Saubot appointed him to the Connnand at St. Thomas in Jane
last; does not know upon what pretence the Vessel was seized ; sailed under Dutch Colours,
had a French Flag on board; does not know for what reason Voyage began at St. Thomas;
does mot kuow where it was to have endel ; touched at no Places during the Voyage 3 Ves<’
sel was seized off Cape Formosa on the lst of September, was steering for Princes Island,
hauled close on a wind, because they were afraid Capturing Ship was a Pirate.” In answer
to special Interrogatories put by order of the Court, states, ‘‘the hatclies of .“‘La Venus®
to be close, like common Merchant Vessels, has two bulk-heads, one. to part off the cabin
und the other the forecastle from the hold ; some plank on board, cannot say what quantity, or
for what purpose it was to be applied; does not know if there are any shackles, bolts, hand-
cuffs, or shackle-rivets on board ; las a tier of water-casks, cannot state the number or quantity ;
does not know if there is a Custom- House Clearance for the same ; there are mess-tubs and kids
onboard; does not know the number ; does not know if any large coppers or boilers are on board,
nor if any means of making more than one coocking place; has seen only two or three casks of
rice, there may be more ; some flour, does not know what quantity ;" cannot say whether the re-
turn Cargo was to have been slaves or not; cannot say for what purpose the articles he has stated
to be on board were intended ; does not know what Cargo <% La Venus?’ carried off the last Voyage.”
Carl F. Schmeidcke, a Mariner, in his Answers  to the standing Interfogatories, gives the exact
substance of the Third Mate’s Evidence, but differs in some of his Answers to the special Inter-
rogatories as *“that he has seen 6 or 8 planks marked ; a dozen shackles on board ; that there are
a great many watér-casks all tull; bas seen abont 20 mess-kids, and fourlarge tubs with covers 5
there 1s a great quantity of rice ; believes from what he saw on board that the return Cargo was
to have been slaves; believes the articles he has stated to be on board must have been- intended
for the use of slaves ; heard from the people that the last Cargo was slaves; a Commission of
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Survey was issued on the 17th of October, and the Report of the Commissioners filed on the2 Ist ;
they state that the main hatch of “ La Venus is apen with loose irou bars to fix on the same;
that there is on board a quantity of plank, numbered, cut, and fitted to form a moveable deck ;
that they found' 131 pair 6f shackles or irons, with about 500 fo‘reloqks and 19 padlocks, evi-
dently intended for slave chains ; complete tier-of water-casks, fore and aft, all nearly filled ; they
found 4o mess-kiils, 14 buckets, 2 large 'mess-tubs, 6 poopoo-tubs, qnd large quantiry of wooden-
spoous ; one large copper-boiler of 120 gallons, in addition to the usual cooking apparatus of the
Crew ; also 2 tons of rice and a small quantity of calavances.” Fiey state that the Vessel has
the appearance of being fitted out {or the Slave-trade, '
The Court came to the conclusion, that the Schooner ¢¢I,a Venug” was at the time of her de-
tentivn by His Majesty’s Ship ¢« Atholl,” Captain James Arthur Murray, within the’ limits spe-
cified in the Additional Article to the Treaty, signed at Brusséls thie 25th of January 1823, and
that in her ouifit and equipment she came under the 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and Yth de-
signatious therein contained, and as no exculpatory evidence was ofépred on Wehalf of the Owuer
or Master, the Court passed Sentence of Condemnation on the said Schooner ¢f La Venus™ and
ber Cargo, upon the- 1st day of November 1825, (Signed) GEO RENDALL.

No. 55.
Myr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty’s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, July 8, 1826.

1 SEND to you, for the information of yourselves, and of the other Gen-
tlemen composing the Board of Commission whereof you are Members, the
accdmpanying Copy of a Note, which I have reccived from His Netherland
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at this Court; by which it appears, that the Ne-
therlands Brig-of-War ¢ Panther”, destined for the West Indies, will be
furnished with a Copy-of the Treaty of the 4th May 1818, and of the Docu-
ments annexed thereto, for the suppression of the Traffick in Slaves,

I am, &ec.
His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.
~ Enclosure in No. 55.

M. Dedel to Mr. Secretary Canning.

Bryanston-Square, le 4 Juillet 1826,

LE Soussigné, Ministre Plénipotentiaire de S.M Le Iloi des Pays Bas, aPhonneur de s’acquitter
des. Ordres qu'il vient de. receroir. dle - sa Cour, en portant 3 la connaissance de Son Excellence
My, Qanping Premier Secrétaire d’Etat pour lés Aflaives Etrangéres, que le Brick des Pays Bas
¢ dg Panter,”” de 106 hommes d*équipage et de-18 pitces de canon, commandé par le Capitaine-
Lieutenant Buys, et qui avait ordre de pariir le ler Juiilet pour les Indes Occidentales; sera
pousvy d'un exemplairg du Traité du 4 Mai 1818, et de tous les autres Docninens, qhi sont rela~

tifs & la répression du Commerce des Esclaves. Le Soussigné, &c.

A Son Excellence M, €anning, W. G. DEDEL.
&e. &¢. &e.
{(Trauslation.) Bryanston-Square, July 4, 1826,

THE Undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty The King. of the Netherlands,
‘has the honour, in compliance with the Orders which he has received from his Court, to inform.
his Excellency Mr. Canning, Principal Secretary of State for. Foreign Affairs, that the Ne«
therlands Brig ¢¢ de Panter,” with a crew ot 106 men, and 18 pieces of cannon, commanded by
Captain-Ligutenant Buys, ordered to sail on the 1st July for.the West Indies, will be-furnished
with:a Copy uf the Treaty.ot the 4th May 1818. and of all.the.other Documents relative to the
suppression of the Slave-trade, The Undersigned, &e. :

His Excellency Mr. Cauning, (Signed) ~ W. G. DEDEL.
e, ke e '
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- No. 56.
J. T. Williams, Esq. to Mr. S’e’crétary Canrting.~—( Received July 12.)

Sir, ‘ Sierra Leone, April 4, 1826.

I HAVE the hénour to, forward, herewith, a Report of the Case of the
Schooner ¢ Vogel,” Jean Blais, Master, tried and condemned in the British
and Netherlands Court of Justice, as Prize to His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Brazen,”
Captain G. W. Willes, on the 31st of Jast Month. '

'Fhe fact of the abuse of the Flag of His Majesty The King of Holland, to
eover the illicit practices of the Slave Dealers of other Nations, is so noto-
riously évident in this Case, that I have considered it to be my duty to forward,
with the Report on it, a greater number of Documents than I should think
it proper to trouble you with in ordinary Cases ; it having occurred to me,
that they miay be useful, should you be pleased to consider it expedient, to
communicate with the Government of His Majesty The King of the Nether-
lands on the subject of the Proccedings of the Colonial Authorities at St.
Eustatius ; for certainly the manner in which these Licences have been
granted, as it would appear to every Applicant, evinces but little care
for the respect and dignity of their National Flag. v

The facility with which business of this description is effected at St. Eusta-
tius, will ‘appear by the following' briet Statement : o

Jean' Blais was at the Island of St. Thomas on the 22d July 1825, where
he appears to have made his arrangements, and to have proceeded immedi-
ately to St. Eustdtiug ; for, in a few days’ after, we find him a Nataralized
Subject of The King of Holland, as appears by his Certificate’ of Naturaliza-
tion, dated 28th July 1825. o ,

On the 4th of August he purchases the American Schooner © Gallant,” (a
matter which it is to be presumed, had been previously arranged at St.
Thomias) for 2,250 pieces of eight, and. changes her name to “that ‘of the
“Vogel.” Under the latter name a Licence is granted to her on the follow-
ing day, to sail under the Netherlands Flag. '

These: Documets are all aithenticated and signed by the Governor,
“W. A. Van Spengler.” IR _ ;
On the same day (5th August) she clears out, in ballast, to return back to.
St. Thomas: N ' . :

On the 17th September she clears out at the Custom-House, at St.
‘Thomias, for Princes Island, on the Coast of Africa. v ) )
__Among_ the French Papers is an- Acte de Fraricisation, dated.Pointe &
Pitre, Guadaloupe, 18th October 1823, for the Schooner * L’OQiseau,” be-
longingto Monsieur Lafosse of that Place. . The “ Vogel” has the samé sig--
nification, but could not be the same Vessel, the former being stated to be’
upwards of 80 tons, the latter only about 52, » v »

Notwithstanding this her Role d’Equipage 1s dated at Pointe & Pitre; as
well also as an Iuvoice of Goods shipped on board ‘¢ L’Oiseau”™ (signed
J. Lafosse, consigning the same, amounting to' 8667 dollars, to Jean Blais)
on the 17th September 1825 ; and her Custom-House Clearance from Gua-
daloupe to Princes Island, is dated the following day (18th September).

These Papers, I should conclude, must either be spurious, or they must be
improperly obtained. The Role d'Equipage is dated the’ same day as the
Clearince from St. Thomas (the 17th), and it would be indeed out of the
scope- of possibility, that these two matters should have been transacted, in
the two Islands, on the same day; and equally improbable that the Vessel -
coild reach Guadaloupe, so as to clear out from Pointe 4 Pitre on the 18th.

T have reason to believe, from' every thing I can learn, that in the system
now followed-in this brauch of the Slave-trade, there .is a combination of.the
interests of Parties, some of which arc resident at Guadaloupe, Maitinique,
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:St. Thomas, and St. Eustatins. At the first Place is J, Lafosse, at the second
a Monsieur Jean Delluc, and at St. Thomas Messrs. Ogereau et Dubois ; and
that there must be some Dutch Subjects concerned, at least in some instances,
will 1 think scarcely admit of doubr; for in one of the Letters found on board
the  Vogel,” dated at Tradetown, I find the followipg expression: ¢ J'iral
donc & Surinam ; veuillez y preparer vos ordres,” [1 will go then to Surinam ;
be so good as. to prepare your Orders there.]

There is one Document, Copy of which I send verbatim. It is a Note
addressed by Jean Blais to Jeseph Tricon, the First Mate, and which proves
distinctly the pursuit in which he was engaged. The articles which
he directs to be sent on Shore, as the return to the King of the Place, for
wune génisse, (an heifer) are goods paid for the price of a Slave ; what the exact
nominal value would be at Cape Mount I have had no meauns of learning, but
I have ascertained that, according to the prices of Merchandize in this Colony,
the amount would be from 8 to 10 pounds.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.
The Right Hon. George Canning,

&e. | &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 56,

‘Report in the Case of the “ Vogel,” Jean Blais, Master, sailing under
Dutch Colours.

THE Schooner ¢* Vogel,” was detained off Grand Currow, on the Windward Coast, on the
22d day of January last, by Lieutenant Paldwin Wake Walker, in command of a Boat belonging
to His Majesty’s Ship ¢* Brazen,” G. W. Willes, Esq. Commander. )

The Declaration of Captain Willes, sets forth, thar in additi-n 1o the Duich Papers found
on board the - Vogel > the Master had ou his persou a set ot French Papers calling her
*¢ L'Olsean ;7 'that the said Schooner was fitted for a Slaving Voyage, ivasmucl as she had a
large number of water casks stowed in_ber holi, and a greater quantity of rice than necessary
for a Trading Vessel's Crew ; it appearing that 36001bs. had been pyt on board when she comw
menced her Voyage. o .

The Papers in this Case, consisting of French Papers from Guagaloupe, and Dutch “Papers
from Saint Eustatius, (7 Schedule of the most important of which accompanies this,) were duly
filed on the |8th-ot March, tegether with the requisite Affidavits ) .

A Monition was prayed for on the 20th, which was regularly served and returned on the 29th.

Joseph Trizon, the First Mate, who was in Command of the Vessel, whén she was detained
deposeth, in his Examination on the Interrogatories, tha the Maéter, Jean Blais, umk’possessi'm;'
of the Schoouver at Saint Eustarius; that she has been called the ¢ Vogel.” abour 7 Mouths,
previous to which she was called the “¢ Gallant,”” and sailed under American Colours that lhé
Crew were all hired and shipped at St. '{ homas, by the Master, to come 1o the C;»as,t of Africa
for a Cargo of Slaves; he further deposeth, that the Voyage began at St. Thomas; and was to.
bave ended-at Surinam, where the Cargo of Slaves were to have beey landed, bat he kuew not to
whom consigned ; that the Schoouer sailed direct from Saint Thomas to the Coast of Africa
and anchored at Cape Mount to trade tor Slaves; at this place the Mas'er. Jean Blais lande(i
the. principal part of the Cargo of Merchandize, an’ remained on Shore. sending him, th’e Depo-
nent, in command of the Schooner to Grand Currow, to purchase patn-oil and rice, while he,
the Master, continued at, Cape Mount to purchase slaves ; be also stares his belic £, that the 'palm:
oil and rice he was ordered to purchase, were for the purpose of feading the staves,

This man further deposcth, that there were 2 seis of Papers on board, one Dutch and the
other French, that the Master gavé hiw the French Papers when at Cape Mount, and instructed
him to shew them in the event of his being boarded by an English Mau-of-War, and the Dutch
Papers should he meet a French Vessel of War; he also told him 10 eall the Crew aft, and give
them directions to support hiw: in this Declaration ; that when the Schooner was taken he ha(f
the Dutch Papers in his pocket, aud the French. Papers were in his bjirth. ' '

'_I‘he foregoing Evidence was confirmed in all its marerial points, by the ,I)epnsitinn’of Heury,'
Williams, a Native of Riga, and a Seaman on hoard the said Schooner, who stated he knew hier
'befo?e she was called the < Vogel,”” and that she was, previous to this, named the *¢ Gallant of
Baltimore.” ‘ ‘ o ' o

‘Thé Ship's Papers, and other Documents and Letters found on board. this Vessel, ‘manifested
«evidently the' clandestineg views of the Parties concerned in the Voyage: she was. when detained
avithin the limits prescribed in the Treaty between His Majesty and His Majesty The King of lhé
Netherlands, signed at Brussels, the 25th January 1823. The Mayster, Jean Blais, the better
to cariy his illegal purpose into effect, had located himself at.one of the principal and most noto-
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sious Slave Factories on the Windward Coast; at this Place he landed nearly the whole of his
Cargo, without shipping a single article of produce in return. _ .

In the Declaration of Joseph Tricon, the First Mate, he hesitated not in acknowledging the
. ohject of the Master of the ¢ Vogel” to have been the Traffick in Slaves, and he also declared
his belief, that the palm-oil aud rice, which he was employed to purchase, were for the. purpose
of feeding the slaves, Amougst the Papers are 2 Invoices ; in C. No. 3. the 3d Entry is 36001bs.
of rice, whilst in No. 4. falsified by the Master, the rice is omitted, together with its value, 1580
doliars, and yet the total amounts are made to correspond ; in addition to this quantity, there
was also found, amongst the Ship’s Papers, a Receipt tor 360 dollars, given for 5 tons of rice,
(sold for Cash, and not a transaciion in Barter,) to Captain Blais, off Cape Mount, by Jobhn
Smith, Master of the *“ James Dunsmure,” supposed to be a Liverpool trader.

The nature of the private Letters found on board, which, though so written as evidently to
attempt to disguise and mislead, is, in several instances, so clear, as to shew the intent of the
Partics. In the Letter of Instructions, trom Blais to Tricon, he writes, ¢* I have learnt, from good
authority, that, it meton the Coastof Africaby the English Cruizers, the Netherlands Flag will not
ercuse us. 1 therefore direct you to be very careful, when any Ship appears that you may suspect,
to run from her if it be possible.” : .

In fine, the manner of her equipment and outfit, the circumstance of her being found on the
Coast of Africa, in direct contradiction to the preventive Clause, in the Licence granted to navigate
ander the Dutch Flag, from the Colonial Authorities at Saint Eustatius, and every circumstance
connected with the Case, leading to the decided conclusion, that the object in view was the illicit
Traffick in Slaves.

The British and Netherlands Judges, perfectly coinciding in opinion, (and no-claim or explana-
tion being made or offered by any Person on account of the Parties interested), without hesitation
condemned the said Schooner < Vogel,” taken by His Majesty’s Ship ‘“ Brazen,” Captain G. W,
Willes, as lawful Prize to their respective Governments. )
~ Sentence of Condemuation was accordingly passed against her in the British and Netherlands
Court of Justice on the 31st day of March 1826.

Sierra Leone, April 4, 1826, (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.

Second Enclosure in No. 56.

Schedule of Papers found on board the Schooner ¢ Vogel.”

Durcr Paregs.

(A 1.)—CERTIFICATE of Naturalization of Jean Blais, dated St. Eustatius, 28th July 1825,
signed by the Goverror of that Island, W. A. Van Spengler.

{A2)—A: Bill of Sale from Frederick A. Regnolds, Owner of the American Schooner
s Gallant,” to Jean Blais, of 8t. BEustatius, 2,250 pieces of eight, dated 4th of
August 1825, signed W. A, Van Spengler. ' :

(A 3.)—Licence to Jean Blais to navigate the Schooner ¢ Vogel”” under the Netherlands Flag,
with Petition to carry guns ; and Licence granted, stating that security had been
given for 5,000 guilders, that he should wot be empioyed in the Slave-trade, dated
5th August 1825, signed W. A Van Spengler,

(A 4.)—Muster Roll, dated 5th August 1525, signed W. A. Van Spengler.

(A 5.)—Custom Clearance for the *¢ Vogel” in Ballast from St. Laustatius to St. Thomas, same
date.

DawisH PapERS. »

( B.)—Clearance from Custom House at St. Thomas for Priuces Island, on the Coast of Affica,
dated 17th.September 1825, e

FrEncH PaPERS. . )
{C L.)—Acte de Francisation, dated Pointe & Pitre, Guadaloupe, 18th October 1823, for the

Schoouer ¢ L'Qiseau,” belonging to Monsieur J. La Fosse, of that Place,

{C 2.)—Role ¢'Equipage, dated at Pointea Pitre, Guad.alcupe, l7th. September 1825, )

(C 3.)—Invoice of Cargo shipped on board <* L’Oiseau,” consigned to. the Master, dated
at Pointed Pitre, 17th September 1825, and sngne(_l J. Lafosse—amount 8,567. dollars.

{(C 4.).—~An Invoice, similar to No. 3, with the exception of the third Entry, viz :—6 tierces of

' vice, 3600ibs i80dol., which is partially erased, and St, Thon:as introduced instead of

Pointe & Pitre, and it is signed by J. Blais, instead of J. Lafosse, the date is the same,

{C5.)—Custom House Clearance from Guadaloupe, dated 18th September 1825, for the Island
of Princes, on the Coast of Africa. i

{C 6.)—Copy of a Letter from Jean Blais, at Cape Mount, to Joseph Tricon; no date.

Enslosure (A 1.) in No. 56, : (Translation’)

Certificate of Naturalization of Jean Blais.

WE, Willlam Augustus Van S‘pengler, .Colonel and Sea-Captain in 'the "Service .of His
Majesty the King of the Netheriands, Governor of The Islands of St. Eustatius, St. Martm,.and
- Saba, Commander-in-Chief of the Land and Sea Forces in this-Island, &c. &e. &c., authenticate
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and certify, by these presents, to every one whom it may concern, that Jean Blais, a Mative
of Bordeaux, in France, has this day taken, in ow hands, the roper Oath of Allegiance
to His Majesty; wherefore we entreat every one who may be shewn these presents, to consider the
betore mentioned Jean Blais, as a Subject of His Majesty, and to let him enjoy the right and the
privileges belonging to him on that account. In faith of which these presents have been signed
bylus the Governor and Secretary of this Island, and confirmed by means of the seal of this
Colony.
8¢. Eustatius, the 28th July 1825, the 12th Year of His Majesty's Reign.

(Signed) W. A. V. SPENGLER,

By His Order, (Signed) T. G. GroEsE, Sec.

Enclosure (A 2.) in No. 56. (Translation.)

Bill of Sale of the Schooner ¢ Gallant.”

WE, William Augustus Van Spengler, Colonel and Sea Captain in the Service of His Majesty
The King of the Netherlands, Governor of the Istands of St, Eustatius, St. Martin and Saba, Com-
mander-in-Chief of His Majesty’s Land and Sea Forces in those Islands, &c: &c. &e.

Notify and acknowlcdge the personal appearance betore us of Mr. Frederick A. Reynolds,
Owner of the American Schooner the ¢¢ Gallant,” now lying in this Roadstead, who declared to
have privately sold, aud in virtue of these presents, transfers to, and in favour of, Mr. Jean
Blais; Citizen of this Island, the abave Schooner, ‘¢ Gallant,” with her masts, sails, rigging,
- anchors, cables, and other appurtenances, and to have done so ia consjderation of 2,250 pieces of
eight, which he, Deponent, acknowledges to have already received witbout the deduction of a
farthing, promising to guaranty the Schoouer ¢ Gallant,” with her appurtenances, to the pur-
chaser, the above-mentioned Jean Blais, against all claims and demands, either implied or expressed.

In attestation of which, thesepresents have been signed by us the Governor and Secretary of this
Island, and also by the Deponent, and confirmed with the Seal of this Colony at St. Eustatius, the
4th of Aungust 1825, (Signed) W. A VAN SPENGLER.j

(Signed) Freperick A Reywoirps. T. G. GROEBE, Secretary,

Enclosure (A 3.) in No. 56. (Translation.)

Petition of Jean Blais to carry Guns on board the «“ Vogel,” and Licence to
Navigate.

To His Excellency Mr. W A, Van Spengler, Governor of the Islands of St. Eustatius, St.
Martin, and Saba, Commander-in-Chief ot His Majesty's Land and Seu Forees in the same, &c.

Jean Blais, a Citizen of this Island, submits, with the highest respect,

THAT Memorialist has this day purchased in this Town aSchooner called ““De Pogel,” (proved
by.the deed of sale certified by the Colonial Secretary), which, agreeably to the Right of Citizen-
ship, which be has procured, e is desirous to place under the protection of the Netherlunds Flag,
and to obtain trom your Bxcellency the requisite Sea-papers, in order thereby to advance the in-
rests of his commercial pursuits.

That the Pirates, who are cruizing everywhere, make it incumbent on all Commanders of
Ships to provide themselves with arms, to be ablein case of an attack to oppose it. For these
reasons Memorialist addresses to your Excellency the humble Petition, fo authorise him to keep on
board his Schoouer the arms which he found there, consisting of 2 pieces of ordnatice, six-
pounders, 12 muskets, and 6 sabres, together with the necessary proportion of ammunition, soli-
citing from his Excellency a favourable Reply to his Memorial.

St. Eustatius, dugust 4, 1825, 4 (Signed) JN. BLAIS,

The Governor of this and the Dependent Islands having seen the above Petition of Jean Blais,
Citizen of this Island, has thought proper and resolved to grant the prayer of Memorialist, and it
is bereby granted, in permitting Lim fo carry on board. his Schoaner ¢ De Pogel” 2 pieces of
cannon, being six-pounders, also 12 muskets and 6 sabres, together with the necessary proportion
of ammunition, upon the express coudition of his giving, in addition to what js usual, an extraer-
dinary aud sufficient security of 5,000 guilders, Netherlands currency, not to employ the Vessel
above mentioned in carrying on the prohibited Slave-trade, or to miake an improper use of her
anmament,

Given under our hand and the Seal of the Government, at St. Eustatius, August 5th 1825,
being the 12th Year of His Majesty’s Reign.

(Signed) W. A. V. SPENGLER.

MOST-Serene, Most Illustrious, Serene, High and Well-born, Most Noble, Honourable, Esti-

' mable, Wise and Prudent, Emperors, Kings, Republicks, Princes, Dukes, Counts, Barons,

Burgomasters, Aldermen, Comncillors, as also Judges, Officers, Justices, and Governors of all
good Towns and Fortresses, who ¢hall see these Presents, or shall hear them read, Greeting,

WE, William Augustus Van Spengler, Colonel and Sea Captajn, m the service of His
Mujesty The King of the Netherlands, Governor of the Islands of S¢. Eustatius, St, Martin,
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znd Saba, &c. &c. make known, That Jean Blais is Master of the Schooner called ¢*De Vogel,”
of 51 % tons burthen, the property of Mr, Jean Blais, a Subject of His Majesty The King
of the Netherlands, and an Inhabitant of this Island; and being inclined to encourage the honest
industry of the above Ship-DMaster, we beseech all the before-mentioned Personages, and each of
them in particular, in all the Places at which the above Ship Master may arrive with his Vessel
and her Cargn, to be pleased to receive the above-named Master in a friendly manner; and to give
him good treatment, allowing him, on bis paying the usual tolls and imposts, when he shall come
into their Harbours, Rivers, or Territory, to pass, navigate, and frequent them, in whatever ntan-
per be may have oecasion, for the purpose of transacting his business, which favour we will gladly
return. : :

Given under onr Hand, and nnder the Seal of the Government of St. Eustatius, August 5, 1825,
the 12th Year of His Majesty’s Reign.

To be in force for a twelvemonth, with the view of enabling bim to navigate all Seas excepting
those on the Coast of Guinea (Signed) WILLIAM AUGUSTUS VAN SPENGLER.

Verified by Order, By his Order,
{Signed) P\ VERSCHU(LIIR, Book-Keeper-General, T, G, GROEBE, Secretary.
ad interin,

Enclosure (A 4.) in No. 56. (Translation.)

Muster-Roll of the Schooner “ De Vogel.”

MUSTER-ROLL kept on board the Schooner ‘¢ De Vogel,”” under the Netherlands Flag,
lying in this Harbour, ready to sail, the Crew having been engaged by the Master at such
Monthly Wages as are set down against the Name of each ; and the Laws respecting the obe-
dience to be paid by each of them to the Master, or to the Person placed over them, being
herewith confirmed.

Dollars,

Master - - - - Jean Blais - - -

Steersman - - - Josh. Tricon - - - 30
Steersman’s Mate - - Francis Boulanger - - 25
Boatswain - - - Anty.Losan - - - 20
Timmerman - - - Gabiltard - . - 20
Bailor - - - - Pierre Moquet - - 15
Ditto - - - - Jn, Tomas - - - 15
Ditto - e - -~ André Cristofle - - 15
Ditto - - - - Pierre Bodouin - - 15
Ditto - - - - Antoine Ferere - - 15
Ditto - - - - Joseph Ardisson - - 15
Ditto - - - - Nicolas Lament - - 15
Ditto - - - - Jean Francois - 15
Cook - - - ~ Jean Baptiste - - 15
Butler - - - - Augustin - - - 15
Boy - - - » Jean Louis - - - 10

Registered at St. Eustatius, Aug. 5, 1825. (Signed) W. A. V. SPENGLER,
(Signed) Jeaw Brais, Owner. I. G. GROEBE, Secretary.
Enclosure (A 5.) in No. 56. (Transtation. )

Custom House Clearance for the © Pogel” from Eustatius.

CAPTAIN Jean Blais, of the Dutch Schooner ¢ Vogel,” bound for St. Thomas in ballast.
8t Eustatius, August 5, 1825. (Signed) J. VERSCHUUR,
Anchorage Ps, 4, (Signed) R.MircnziL. Acting Commissioner for Clearances,

Enclosure (B.) in No. 56.

Custom House Clearance for the < Pogel” from St. Thomas's,
CAPTAIN J. Blais, of St. Eustatiue, with the Schooner ‘* Vogel,” of 52 tons burthen, intend
to sail to Princes Island and the Coast of Africa, and has laden, dry goods and previsions.
PASSES FREE.
8t. Thomas’s Royal Custom House, September 17, 1825. (Signed) NESNENOUEM..

Enclosure (C 1.) in No. 56. ' (Translation.)

Aect of Francisation of the Schooner L’ Oiseau.

In the Name of the KING.

‘WE the Intendant of Guadaloupe and its Dependencies, declare that Mr. J. Lafosse, Ship-owner,
domiciliated at Pointe & Pitre, is Proprietor (1) of the Ship ¢ L’Oisean,” belonging to Pointea

{1} To express if he is sole Proprietor, or conjointly with others, whose names and abode must be designated,
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Pitre, and built in America, as has been certified, t!:at Schooner has two masts and- one d?ck,
being 61 feet in length from stem to stern, 19 feet 3 inches in the greatest breadth, and 6 feer,

. . . .. . 53 . . o
7 inches in height between decks; that it is of 80 7, tons, having beén gauged according to the

manner prescribed by the Law of the 12th Nivose, of thie Year 2, (2) which is (3) a Schooner, that it
has (4) no gallery on the forecastle; that the Owner of the said Ship has tulfilled the accustomed
forms prescribed by the Law of the 27th Vendimiaire, Year 2, to prove that it is French property ;
that the Declarations, Oaths, Bails, and Securities prescribed by the saifl Law, have been observed
and executed on the 18th October 1823, and registered, No. 35, in thg Register of the Customs,
where the said Proprietor resides, therefore he bas a right to sail under the French Flag. We
command, in consequence, the Commanders of the Ships of the Kingdom, and all Publick Fune-
tionaries, to acknowledge the Vessel as French, and to cause it to enjoy all the Privileges belong-
ing to Ships of the Kingdom, the Proprietar being obliged to conform to the Laws, aud to take
out the Licence and Comimission preseribed.
The Governor and Administrator of Guadaloupe ‘

Delivered the 18th Qctober 1823. { and Dependencies, for the King,
(Signed) JACOB.

The Director General of Domains and Customs,

Registered and delivered at the Custom
House in the Harbour of Pointed }

Pitre, the 18th October 1523, (Signed)  P. De 14 Cusvarenis.
Received for the Duty of the present Tu-
strument the sum of eutered in ) o s N 1 ;
the Register of Receipts, No, 281,— The Treasurer, (‘ngned,{ NAVAILLER.
48 Francs 61) Cents
Register of the Grefficr, folio 4, No. 27,
Registered under No. 70, in the Otﬁce} (Signed) Le Comm, HermITER,
of Armaments,

(2) This blank is intended to insert the depth of the hold if the Ship has only one devk, conformably with Article IX
of the Law. :
8) To express here its description, as a Brig, Schooner, &c.
{4) That it has one or none.

Enclosure (C 2.) in'No. 56. (Translation.)
Role &’ Equipage of the Schooner « L’ Oisean.”

YEAR 1825. The 17th of the Month of September
No. 52. ARMING, No.  DISARMING.
GUADALOUPE.

" QUARTER OF POINTE A PITRE.
N ‘ {Armament of the Month.)
THE SCHOONER < L’OISEAUJ.”

ROLL of the Crew of the said Schooner, of the burthen of 80 2 Tons,
armed with 2 Cannons, belonging to My, Jean Lafosse, and commanded
by Jean Bluis, going on the great Coasting Trade.

E:'escription.
Movements, | Names and Surnames. | Places of Birth. Rank. Pay per
Age. |Height.| Hair. | Month.
Blais, Jean - - {Europe - - Captain ~ - | 27 “« B. 200F.
Tricon - - . vs Second .- - | 27 “* B. 150
Blanc, Pascal - € Lieutenant - | 33 € B. 100
Frangois - - - [St. Maloes - [Mate- - - | 26 €« C. 90
Rosignol - - . |Havre - - Carpenter - | 35 ‘¢ B. 80
Michael, Jacques [L'oulon - « |Steward - .| 23 “ B. 80
Frangois, Joseph {Curagoa - - [€ook - . 24 i B. 80
Marius - - - IMarseilles - [|Sailor - .| 24 ‘f B. 70
Figarau - - - |Porto Rico - i 30 e B, “«
Schmit - - - [St. Thomas - “« 25 €€ ‘e “«
Manuel - - - iIndia - - €« 22 e €« 4
i()jé - - = - I3 “c '] cc < -
William - - .- !St. Thomas - fe 23 « i sc
Andre - - -~ . Germany - “e 25 € “ “e
Pitizen - - - |Curagoa- - ¢« 21 i € «c
, : 15t.  Bartho- ; '
Jacque . . {, lemew - } i 56 K ¢« «
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VE, the undersigned, Owner and Captain of the Schooner * L’ Oiseau,” acknowledge the present
Roll to be a true one, con:aining 16 Persons, whom we have engaged to sail on the great coasting
trade, during a year,. we giving security to produce them at the expiration of that period, and to
observe towards them, during that voyage, the Laws of the Kingdom.

Done at Pointe & Pitre, Guadaloupe, 17th of the Month of September 1825,
(Signed) J. LAFOSSE. (Signed). JEAN BLAIS.

The 16 Persons, named in the present Roll, having been seen by me, Under Commissary,
charged with the Departinent of Privateering, and with the Detail of the Classes  and of Mariue,
Captain Jean Blais obtained permission to employ them for the great Coasting 'Trvadé, on the
conditions stated in the security as above, and we enjoin him to transmit bis Roll of the Crew to
the Officer of the Classes, or any other Overseer in the Service of the Administration of the Ma-
rine, in the Harbour in which lie may arrive ; on the margin of which Roll, or in the corners, he
shall be bound to specify the deserters, the persons dead, and disembarked, and to insert therein
the date ; and if he augmeuts or replaces such Persons in the Harbours to which he may put in,
lie shall cause them to be added to the end ot his Roll, from date to date ; .we command him also
not to pass or repass auy Passengers without preseuting them to us, and making mention of them
at the bottom of the present Roll, all which being subject to the penalties ordained by the Ordi-
nances of the Mariné.

Done at Pointe 2 Pitre, on the Day, Month and Year above set forth. '
(Signed) A. R. Sire.

Seen on departure, Basse Terre, Pointe & Pitre, 17th September 1825.

(Signed) CUPONDITH,

Seen on depaxture for Princes Island, Coast of Africa, Basse Terre, 18th September 1825, -
{Signed) Sn. SEGAULT.

Enclosure (C 3.) in No. 56. (Translation.)

Invoice of Merchandize put on Board the Schooner «“L’Oiseau,” Captain
Blais, and consigned to kim, to wit :— ‘

. Dols. |Cents.
1158 Gallons of Rum ........ Crearreassrans heereiee e at 36 Cents. 4)6 | 88
80 Barrels of Powder of 2516 ........vevevves... 200016 at 25 500 | —
6 Tiercesof Rice ,.......... oo rerresnensannann 3600 . at 5 180 | —
220 Muskets .....ce0iiennnenn.. hereeaaes veranes at 5 Dol. 1100 | —
110 Barsof Ironof 15 to 161b, ....... e iiurae...s 3600  at 6 Cents. 216 | ~
220 Kettles .. vvuii i ierecanesassrenenroaoecens 1320 at 8 105 | 60
220 Ruflesat 25 g dozen ... oo iiei i iiieevecnnenaes . 45 | 84
220 Cases of Gin, at 25 . ... .. ......... enerecsacreanaes 495 | —
220 Pieces Guinea Blue .. ........... veeene R at 4 Dol “ 880 | —
220 Ditto ditto White,...... Cereereeens J . at 3 660 | ~—
220 Ditto  ditto Limeneas .......cc.ueveeinanenrsacene at 33 770 | —
3309 Lils to be divided into 220 pieces Nicanes .......... ceee 377 | 26
220 Pieces Chacelats ....... ... vveevrvreasnnneneens at 3% 7i5 |~
22) Handkerchiels, Romales 15 in the piece ...... creenene at 2 - 440 | —
22 Ditto - - Kermitches 10 ditto .e..o0vnn... .. at 2 440 | =~
220 Ditto- - - Blue - 10 ditto ...oiiiiivanns at 2 440 | —
220 Ditto - - Madrasses, Red and Blue, assorted .. ...... at 13 360 | —
45 Piecesof striped Silk of 20 yardstobe divided into small pieces 180 | —
10 Dozes RAZOIs o.vvnvnrevenneareinvenceensncassnes at 4 40 | —
I Ditto ditlo L.t iiieae e e R .. at 3% ‘ 29 . 25
20 Ditto Padlocks L..iviieieveeeneiennn Ceeereneaenes 26 | —
1 Barrel of Fluts .. uiinieniereneeanaeansss esaaanes ] 10§ —
2524 Pounds of Tohaceo . v.vvernnrenniennnnsns fereaene ... st 61 Cents, 164 § 6
220 Mrtors o0 v ot i i e ee e e aaeanesaans at 81 R.p.doz. 16 [ 47

60 Buudles of Necklaces and small Necklaces in form of a pipe ro16 il
: Ne26 | 36

; EXPENCES,
Daties ..0.'.veinn..s e eaaeaea e reeererananes 1007 —
Expences of Negioes for sewing the Bales ,........ teesessresevansran 20 | —
8746 | 36
. Pointe & Pitre, 17th September 1825. (Signed) J. LAFOSSE,

Enclosure (C 4.) in No. 56.

_ AN .Invoic.e similar to thp above, with the exception of the 3d Entry, viz: 6 Tierces of Rice,
‘w}}lch is partially eyasgd,__ot~ Saint Thomas being introduced instead of Pointe a Pitre, and of its
being signed by J. Blais instead of J, Lafosse, : '
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Enclosure (C'5.) in No. 56. (Translation )

Custom-House Clearance from Guadaloupe of the Schooner * L'Oigeau.”
Extract trom the Register of Declarations of the Departures of Ships,
THIS day, the 18th of the Month of September 1825, appeared at th‘(is Oﬂice51;ﬁ'. Jean Blais,
Captain of the Schooner ¢ L'Oiseau,” of Pointe a Pitre, of the burthen of 80 M-,tons, armed

with 2 cannons, manned by a crew of 16 men, belonging to My, Jean Lafoss?, who has_decl.nred‘
that the Vessel is’ going to th); Isle of Princes, Coast of Afriea, and that:' she is laden with what
follows, to wit ; —. .
O'l?enshoUSheads of rum, 80 barrels of powder, 6 tierces of rum, 220 muskets, 110 bars of iron,
220 case: of gin, 2,50036 of tobacco, i2bales, 8 cases of different dry merchamlize.and hard-
ware, 230 iron kettles, a barrel of flints, besides the private effects of the Crew : nothing more ;
submitting to the penalties enacted by the Ordinances.
Done in the said Office on the Day and Year above-written. The Receiver of Declarations,
one in the sai ce on th y (!éigned) Y.

Enclosure (C 6.) in No. 56. (Translation.)
Jean Blais to Josepk Tricon.

Fatmer ix Law,

LE ROIis within a league of the Ship, I have, therefore, been to bis house, and aftg.r many
things said, according to custom, we eame to an arrangement : he told me that hie was to give me a
heifer, and that he wishes for the following articles, without being able to make any deduction
w hatsoever, to wit :— .

One gun, 1 padlock, | mirror, 8 measures of powder, of the same form as the one that ynll be
brought to you, 12 heads of tobacco, | ruffle, 48 handkerchiefs, as he observed to me, like the
handkerchiet which you have, 1 pen-knife, 2 gallons of rum, without water, 1 razor, | large
kettle, 1 bar ot iron, vr. 12, a buneh of necklaces.

And when he receives that, he has promised to give me something else, which will be « Culf.

. ' I salute you, .
. » (Signed) BLAIS.

T await your answer to obey it. Le Roi begs you to make him a present of a bottle of wine.
He has only 5 slaves—those whom he shewed me were good ones.

No. 57.
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received Sept.2.)

Sig, Sierra Leone, June 4, 1826.

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the

13th of March last, communicating to us the names of several Ships and

Vessels of His Majesty’s Navy, to which the Instruetions referred (o in the

Treaty with His Netherlands Majesty for the prevention of Slave-trade, have
been 1ssued. We have the honour to be, &e. ‘

~ (Signed) JOHN TASKER WILLIAMS.

The Right Hon. George Canning, D. M. HAMILTON. :

&e. &e. &e.

No. 58. .
D. M. Hamilton, Fsq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq.—(Received Oct. 16.)

Sin, - Sierra Leone, August 15, 1826,
IN pursuance of the 75th Clause of the Act, passed in the 5th Year of the
Reign of His present Majesty, intituled ¢ An Act to amend and consolidate
the Laws relating to the ‘Abolition of the Slave-trade,” and in obedience to
the Instructions received from Mr. Secretary Canning, relative to the same,
I beg leave fo enclose, in Duplicate, a List or Return of all the Cases of
Netherlands Vessels which have been Adjudicated in the British and Nether-
lands Mixed Court of Justice established at this Place, from the 1st of
January to the 30th day of June 1826, both days inclusive,
o I have the honour to be, &e. ,
Josgpﬁ]Plawa,x Jun. Esg. ~ (Sigued) D. M. HAMILTON.
C. &c. e :
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of: SierrA LLEONE. (Netherlands. )

No. 59.
D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to . Secretary Canning.—(Received Oct. 28.)

Sir, - Sierra Leone, August 26, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, dated
the 8th July last, with its Enclosure, containing, for His Majesty’s Commis-
siouers, the information that the Netherlands Brig-of-War < Panther,” des-
tined for the West Indies, will be furnished with a Copy of the Treaty of the
4th of May 1818, and the Documents annexed thereto, for the suppression of
the Traffick in Slaves ,

: I have the honour to be, &c.

: (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.
The Right Hon. George Canning,

&e. &c. &ec.

No. 0.
Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty’s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 5, 1826.

I HAVE to acquaint you, for your information, and that of the other
‘Gentlemen composing the Mixed Board of Commission, of which you are
Members, that 1t appears, by a Communication from the Admiralty, under
date of the 25th ult. that the Instructions, referred to in the Treaty between
Great Britain and the Netherlands, for the suppression of the Slave-trade,

have been issued to the following Ships and Vessels of His Majesty’s Navy :

Names. Guns. Commanders,

Druid..... ... .46........ Lieut. Chambers.
- North Sear...... 28........ Capt. Arabin.
. Seylla oo, 18........ Wm. Hobson.
N Pylades. . ........ 1800euann. G. V. Jackson,

And that those Instructions have been recalled and cancelled, which had
been issued to His Majesty’s Ships ¢ Hussar,” Dartmouth,” « Dispatch,”
< Ferret,” and ¢ Swinger.”

I am, &ec.

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

His dajesty’s Commissioners.
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No. 61.
His Moy e.v{y’s Commzssioners to M'.’Secremry Canning —(Received March 9.)

Sir, Havannah, January 1, 1826.

WE have the honour to enclose the Return required by the 75th Clause of
the Act 5th George IV, Cap. 113.
We have the honour to be, &c.
‘ (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY.

&ec. &e. &ec.

Enclosure 1n No. 61.

Half-Yearly Report of Cases adjudicated by the Miaed Commission at the
' Havannah.

*|Whether PropertyCon-
Date of Decretal part }:)f demned has beensold
: ) § hethe: Ony -
DrcoSdnue| Propny Sed. | SHZOR. | Sonener [eichoe on | ot wnh e
titution. whose hands the Pro-
ceeds remain.

{ The Brigantine,
|| Tackle,&c.have
. 1! been sold, no-
,{'Spar.lish‘]}ng-'] Lieut. Edwi. thingre:rfainin.g
; ?nlu'l’\e»' lIs]a(; ! Smith, com- u.nsold. l_heBn-.
Oct.5, 18250 Sl With 1041 J manding His »|Oct. 17, 1825 Forfeiture , .. |g tish moiety of
| Negroes on B. M. Schoo- thenet proceeds

{ board ; no | nt;r ¢ Lion" ; has been re-
{ other Cargo. y mitted to His
1| Majesty’s Secre-

tary of State for
L Foreign Affairs.

(Signed) H. T. KILBEE.
Havannah, Jaruary 1, 1826. W. S. MACLEAY.

No. 62
His Majesty’s Commiissioners to M. Secretary Canning.—( Received March9.)

Sik, o Havannak, Januery 18, 1826.

IN a conversation, lately, with the French Consul-General, upon the
subject of the Slave-trade, he informed us, and at our request had the goodness
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to furnish us with a Copy of a Communication which he had received from
the French Consul at Santiago de Cuba, respecting the re-capture, by a bpa'msh
Slave Ship, of some Prizes which had been taken by His Majesty’s Cruizers
on the Coast of Africa. A report has reached us, that the British Crews of
the Prizes had been murdered by the Spaniards, snd in the hope that it may
be of some use in the investigation of this atrocious affair, we have the
honour to enclose a Copy and Translation of the Communication referred to.
We have the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed) H.T. KILBEE.

The Right Hon. George Canning, W. 8. MACLEAY.

e. &e. & - :

Enclosure in No. 62,

The French Consul at Santiago to the French Consul-General,

Monsieur le Consul Général, Santiago de Cuba, le 14 Décembre, 1825,

LA Frégatede S. M. B. *< L'Isis” appartenant & la Station de la Jamaique est entrée dans ce
Port avanthier, '

Je ne doute pas que sa Mission, qui daillenrs est restée fort secrdte, 1e soit relative 3 un acte de
Piraterie commis recemment sur la Cote @ Afrique par an Nérier Espagnol appartenant 3 ce Port,
et nommé le < Garilan” ou le < Feliz,” Capitaine Zagarra, armé de 14 eanons, lequel a enlevé
deux Batimens Négriers pris par les Anglais, I'un Espagnol appartenant aussi au Port de Santiago,
et Pautre Portugais, et en a attaqué nn troisidme qui s'est échappé.

Apres cette eapture le Capitaine Zagarra s'empara de tous les Nagres du BAtiment Portugais, et
renvoya avec ce méme Bériment les éynipages Anglais, et vint débarquer les Esclaves sar cette
Cote, et entra ensuite ici ainsi que sa prise le 28 du Mois dernier, comme venant de St, Thomas;
les Armateurs se sont hatés de faire repartir les deux BAtimens.

Mon principal motif pour vous douner ces détails est, gue pendant les Pirateries le ¢ Gavilan” a
arboré la flamme et-le Pavillon Frangais, ce qui pourrait avoir donné lieux 3 des méprises ou
i de fanx rapports ; mais je sais que les équipages renvoyés ubord du Bétiment Portugais n’y ont
Ppas été tromyés.

Je ferai le méme rapport 3 son Excellence le Ministre des Afaires Etrangéres.

J'ai 'houneur, &c. &e.

(Sigué) S. DANNERY.

P. 8. Du 15 Décembre. J'ai tout lieu de croire queles Autorités d’ici se sont bornées 3 nier

d’avoir en connaissance des Pirateries du *¢ Gavilan,” non plus du débarquement des Esclaves.

Mons, Angeluci, Consul-Général de France & la Havane. (Signé) 8.D.
—_—
. (Translation,)
Mg. CowsuL GENERAL, Santiago de Cuba, December 14, 1825.

HIS Britannick Majesty’s Ship “¢ Isis,” attached to the Jamaica Station, entered this Port the
day before yesterday. ‘ -

I have no doubt ot her Mission, which has, however, been kept very secret, having relation to
an act of Piracy, recently committed on the Coast of Africa by a Spanish Slaver belonging to this
Port, and named the ¢ Govilan,” alias the ¢* Feliz,” Captain Zagarra, mounting 14 guns ; which
Ship has captured 2 Slave-traders that had been taken by the English ; the one a Spanish Vessel
belonging likewise to the Port of Santiago, and the other a Portuguese, besides attacking a third,
which maie her escape.

After this Capture, Captain Zagarra, having taken possession of all the Negroes of the Portu-
guese Vessel and dismissed the English Crews in her, sailed for this Coast in order to fand the
Slaves, and fivally entered bere with his prizes, on the 28th ult, as if coming from St. Thomas ;
the Persons who fitted out the Ship have been in haste to send back to Sea the 2 Vessels taken, ’

My principal motive in giving you 'these details is, that during her acts of Piracy, the ** Gavilan”
hoisted the French Penuint and Flag, a circumstance which niight have given rise to mistakes or
false reposts; but I kuow that the Crews discharged on board of the Portuguese Vessel have not
been deceived by it.

1 shall make.the same repore to his Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs,

i I bave the bonour to be, &ec. L
‘ : Signed S. DANNER

P.S. December 15. I have every reason to believe that tlne(A:tlnozities of this i’rk;ﬁEh?;vYé
confined themselves to a denial of having any knowledge of the Piracies of the ¢ Gavilan,* or of
‘the lauding of the slaves. (Sigued) ’ S. D.

M. dngéluci, Consul-General of France at the Huvannah.



Havannam, Q0

No. 63.
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr.Secretary Canning.--(Received April'3.)

Sir, , H&vahnaﬁ, February 22, 1826.

THE Spanish Brigantine ¢ Magico,” was brought into this Port on the
26th ult. by His Majesty’s Schooner ¢ Union,” Lieut. A. B. Lowe, Com-
mander, having been captured on the 22d with 179 Negroes on board.

The Mixed Commission could not in this Case proceed, as directed by
Treaty, to receive the Depositions of the Master and some of the Crew of the
Prize, the whole of them having escaped on Shore before she was taken
possession of by the ¢ Union;” it was, therefore, judged necessary by the
Court to summon the Officers of the latter for the purpose of corroborating,
and, as far as was practicable, affording legal proof of the Statement made by
the Commander, in his Affidavit, and in bis Declaration of the state of the
Prize at the time of capture ; and also that the Commander himself should be
requested to appear again, in order that he might be further examined
respecting the inhuman conduct stated by him to have been observed by the
Crew of the “ Magico” towards the unfortunate Negroes.
 Lieut. Lowe and two of his Officers were accordingly examined, and their
Depositions, together with the Ship’s Papers, which most fortunately were
all found on board, placing beyond the possibility of a doubt both the iden-
tity of the Vessel, and the fact that she had been engaged in the illicit
Traffick in Slaves, no further delay was considered necessary, and Sentence of
Condemnation was pronounced on the 31st ultimo.

By these Depositions and Papers, it appears that the “ Magico,” of which
Don Joze Inza was Master and ostensible Owner, sailed from . hence on the
26th June 1825, for the Coast of Africa, where she arrived on the 16th
August. She remained on the Coast until the 8th December, when she
again sailed on her return from Grand Popoe; on 'the 20th of January
she was fallen in with and chased by His Majesty’s Schooner ¢ Union,” and
having been brought to action in the course of the 21st, she was finally run
a-shore by the Crew on the Morning of the 22d, near a point on the
North side of this Island, called Manati, and shortly after taken possession
of by the ¢ Union.” The Crew previously escaped to land -with, it is
supposed, about 200 of the Negroes, and many of the latter that remained
were found severely wounded, some were hanging on at different parts of the
Vessel, and from 20 to 30 of their dead bodies were seen in the Sea ; all this
being evidently the result of the endeavours employed to force them to jump
overboard and.swim to Shore. The Crew even carried their burbarity so far
as to leave a lighted match in the powder magazine. '

A Copy ot the Declaration made by Licut. Lowe of the state of the
Prize at the time of capture; an Abstract of the Evidence taken; and
Translations of the Sentence of Condemnation, and the Correspondence
which passed betwcen the Captain-General and the Mixed Commission,
in the course of the Proceedings in this Case, are enclosed. ’

In their Sentence the Court have, in forcible terms, drawn the attention
of the Captain-General to the inhuman conduct of the Crew of the ¢ Ma-
gico,” suggesting the expediency of apprehending and punishing the Delin-
quents, as well as of collecting the Negroes who had been landed by them,
and who are, as well as those found on board, fuily entitled to the benefit of
Emancipation. ' :

Of the 179 Negroes found on board at the time of capture, 3 died before
disembarkation, and 1 immediately after, leaving the number emanci~
pated 175. One of these, after his Certificate of Emancipation had been
made out, was stolen while under the charge of the Person who had been
named by the Captain-General to receive' them from the Captor. The
Mixed Commission did not fail to apprize his Excellency of this cir-
~cumstance, and we understand, that the most effectual measures have been
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adopted for the recovery of ithe Negro, the whole of the guard of soldiers
that was placed over them, and two other individuals, being now in prison as
implicated in the transaction. ‘

The “ Magico” is the Vessel respecting which a long Correspondence
with the Captain-General, was reported last Year, and the result ot her
present Voyage, similar in ‘every respect to the former one, which was
then under discussion, is the best justification of the sirong assertions which
His Majesty’s Commissary Judge ventured to make to you in those Despatches.

1 have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, W, S. MACLEAY.
&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 63.

Decleration of Lieutenant Lowe.

I, A. B. LOWE, Licutenant and Commander of His Britannick Mgjesty's Schooner ¢ Union,”
ihereby declare, that on this 22d day of Januarvy 1826, being then in or about Latitude 21, 20,
North, and Longitade 76. 40. West, I detained the Brigantine ¢ Magico;** sailing under Spanisl:

-Colours, armed with 3 guns, nine-pounders, commanded by ‘ who declared her to be
bound from to with a_Crew consisting of men, boys, supercargo,

passengers whose names, as declared by them respectively, are inserted in a List at foot
Jdiereof, and having 179 slaves, said to be taken on board at op the day of

and are enumerated as follows : —

Healthy. Sichly.
Men - - - - 64 2 Through Wounds,
Women - - 20 3 Ditto.
- ' Boys - - - - 40 1 Diﬂ.ﬁ().
Girls = - - - 48 1 Ditto,

1 do further declare, that the said Brigantine appeared to be seaworthy, and was supplied with
a sufficient stock of water and provisions for the said Negroes and Crew on their voyage to her
supposed destination near Havannah,

I do further declare, that I clhiased her from the 20th to the 22d of January 1826, when she rag
a-shore, some where near Manati, on the North-side of Cuba, and landed, to the best of nmy opinion,
at least 200 slaves, before I took possession of her; at which time the whole of the (rew deserted
her by going on Shore, and were assisted by the Iuhabitants, in my gpinion, in landing the said
slaves ; also, that when on the Babama Bank, on the 21st of Juanuary, I brought hur to action,
in conseyuence of firing at His Majesty’s Schooner ¢¢ Union,” which lasted for better than half
an hour, when she made all sail away, but still continued firing now and then from ber stern
Chasers. 1tis with regret that Tam in duty bound to mention the barbarity of ber Crew towards
those unhappy creatures, the said Negroes, having actually cut several ot those slaves for the in-
-tention, I suppose, of making them jump overboard ; to the best of my opinion, T saw 20, or 30
Negroes drowned alongside, laying at-the bottom, and what is still more horrid to the feelings of
-a Christian, when she was taken possession of there was a lighted match found in her Magazine
.of Powder, and very probably, had it remained there for a few miuutes longer, the whole of
sthose unhappy Negroes would have been blown up.

(Signed) A, B, LOWE, Lieutenant and Commander.
Witness, W. W, Wurre, Mate. - : '

A, Henpzrsox Baown, Surgeon:’
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Second Enclosure in No. 63.

Abstract of the Evidence in the Case of the Spanish Brigantine “ Magico.”

LIEUTENANT ALEXANDER B. LOWE, declared in his Affidavit, that he had ceptured
this Brigantine in Latitude 21, 20 North, Longitude 76. 40. West, with 179 Negroes on hoard,
and that be had found a4 tin case with the name Magico '’ marked upon it, containing the
regular Papers issued at this Port ot Havanpah, in the Month of June 1825, authorizing that
Vessel to proceed to the Island” of Saint Thomas, on the Coast of Africa, for the purpose of
trading in Articles of lawful Commerce, but expressly prohibiting her from engaging in the Slave-
trade. A Log-Book kept by the Mate Sanchez, was likewise found on hoard, togctlier with his
Commission granted by Admiral Gaston, and several other Pupers of little importance, all of
which were produced. Lieutenant Lowe added, that he had not given to the Master of the Bri-
gantine the Certificate, as directed by Treaty, because there was no such Maste
indeed any White Person whatever, at the time of the capture,

Upon a subsequent examination, Lieutenant Lowe deposed, that the Declaration of the state of
the Vessel at the time of Capture was drawn up after a form, which had been given to him for
that purpose, and that the blanks in it hud not been filled up, because no Master or Crew had
been found on board ; that it was from the freshness of the wounds, the parts of the body in
which they were received. and the several dead Lodies which he saw in the Sea, that he had inferred
what he stated in the said Declavation, namely, that in the precipitate flight of the Crew they
had forced many of the Negroes to throw themselves overboard, in the hope that they would
swim a-shore, but that he was not in possession ot any facts to confirm bis opinion ; that from
the number ot Negroes he saw cn Shore, he judged that they amounted to about 200, and that
they were joined by several White Persons who had been, previously to the landing of the Negroes,
near to two Huts, apparently of Fishermen : that he did not himself see the lighted match in the
Powder Magazine, but that it was shewn to him by one of his Sailors who found it there.

Mr. George William White, Male of the ¢ Union,” deposed, that the Brigantine was seen
by the ¢ Union” on the 20th Janvary, and immediately chased; that she was brought
to action on the 2lst, and at length captured on the 22d, near the Point Manati, atter
having been rtun a-shore, the Crew and many Negroes having succeeded in reaching the
land before the Schooner could eume up; that he was ordered by his Commanding Officer
to go on board the Brigantine, in which he found no White Person whatever, but a eon-
siderable number of Negroes, sonie of them wounded and several hanging on at different parts of
the Vessel, from whence he inferred that they had forcibly been driven over-board : und this con-
Jecture was confirmed by the circumstance of several dead bodies being seen at the boitom whepe
the Brigantine was aground. That the Negroes in danger were immediately taken on board, and
those wounded afforded every assisiance ; that the Ship’s Papers were taken possession of and
delivered over to the Commanding Officer'; that the Negroes were numbered; and the Vessel
having been got off, she proceeded to Sea under the command of the Deponent, as Prize Officer,
and arvived at the Port of Havannah on the Evening of the 26th 5 that immediately atter he
boarded the Prize, he ordered the Powder Magazine to be searched, and that a Sailor, named Ben-
jamin Phillips, brought up to him a match still lighted, which was found in the same.

Mr. George Crisp Dowers, Midshipman, serving on board the ¢ Union deposed to the cir-
cumstance of -the capture of the ° Magico’ in the same terms as the Jast Witness ; that he was
not ordered on board the Prize until the evening of the day on which she was captured, from
which time he remained in her until she arrived at the Port of Havannah, on the 26th ot January,

r on board, ner

Third Enclosure in No. 63. (Translation)

Sentence of the Mized Commission in the Case of the  Magico.”

THE Proceedings having been duly considered in this Cause, respecting the detention,
effected on the Coasts-of this Island, by the English Schooner -of War, named the ¢ Union,”
- Alexander B. Lowe, Lieutenant in the Royal PBritish Navy, Commander, ot the Brigantine

(Magico) with a Cargo ot 179 African Negroes actually on board at the time of the capture ; in
which, although no Depositions have been received from Individuals belonging to the said cap-~
tured Vessel, because they all fled a-shore with a part of the same Cargo, it is proved, in a
manner which admits not of doubt, by all the principal Documents which were taken. and have
been presented to the Commission, that the ajoresaid Vessel is the Spanish Brigantine known by
the pame of ** Magico,” D. Joze Inza, Master and Supercargo, dispatched by the Department of
the Commandant of ¢ Matricula™ of this Port, in the Month of June last Year, for tne African
Island of St. Thomas, and of which D. Pedro Sanchez was Mate, as appears by the Log-book
upon her outward voyage, and upon her return up to the 20th to the 21st of the Month, which
is now concluding, when the English Schooner ot War began to chase her; proceeding, as is the
practice in these Cases, briefly and summarily, the truth being ascertained, and. good faith
observed, and considering, that, in the above-mentioned Documents, there is sufficient ground for
the final determination, it is declared to be well and legally efiected, the capture of the aforesajd
Vessel, and of the 179 Negroes found on board, and that the former is subject and liable to con=
fiscation, together with her tackle, apparel, and whatever may be. contained therein, with the .
<xception of the afuresaid Negroes, who remain free {rom all slavery and captivity. It is accord-
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ingly divected, that, with vespect to the said Vessel and whatevey bclong§ to h?r, a valuac}‘(m
be made thereot by the principal Masters of the Royal .Ars‘enal, ppon their previously swearing
faithfully to perform this duty, the proper official apphcatum*bé?ng made for this purpose, and
that the same be exposed to publick auction betore the Royal l\otq;'ry, Dou Joze Rz!hiel d? Meza,
and be disposed.of to the highest bidder, at the ‘Aucxion Room of Don An'm_uo Galea, in 01’(|.cz‘
that the proceeds may be applied to the benefit of the two Govemnvept,s, Fhe said Vessel being for
the present placed in dvposit with Don Jayme A.ndreu, who shall likewise tak’e t.‘hc proper oatl,
recciving the same by formal fnventory. And with respect to the Negroes, it is directed that
their Certificate of Emancipation be given to them, as soon as they .-hall' be landed, by D(.)n Raf_ael
Gonzales Barranca, Deputy Secretary, who is herer appo\mted to perform that duty; for .wln‘(:h
purpose an Official Letter, with a certified Copy ot.thxs beutence‘.‘. shall be addressed to his Ex-
celleney the Governor and Captain Genelal. requesting that he may bc. please:l to name a Person
in whom he has confidence, to receive and take charge of then, \mpl his Excellency shall dispose
of them as he may thick proper, in conformity to the !reaty

This Mixed Commission cannot pass over in silence the horrible conduct observed by the Crew
of the Brigantine towards the unhappy Negroes, forcing them, by wot{nds, to throw themselves
into the Sea, in order to escape from the English Schooner of War which was probably' the cause
ot some of them being drowned, whose deza | bodies were seen at thle _bntFom \yhere the former ran
a-shore: and being persuaded that the well kuown zeal and I‘."’e of justice of his Excellency will
induce him to pursue the perpetrators of such an execrable crime, and a'so to cause the Negro'es,
dispersed and straggling on Shove, to be collected, ou the gromid that they, too, sh‘r)uld be in-
cluded in the benefit of Emancipation ; it is. hereby directed, that a certified and entire Copy of
the Proceedings be made out for the purpose of being transmitted, separately, to his Excellency,
as soon as the whole shall be concluded, in order that he may be pleased to proceed, with regard
to those points, conformably to Law.

(Signed) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS,
H. 1. KILBEL.
Havannah, January 31, 1826. RAFAEL GONZALEZ, Secretary.
Fourth Enclosure in No, 63. (Translation.)

The Mized Commission to the Caplain- General.
MosTt ExceLLENT SiR, Havannah, Felryary 1, 1826.

BY the accompanying certified Copy, your Excellency will be apprized of the final Sentence
pronounced by this Mixed Commission in the Cause vespecting the Caprure of the Spanish
Brigantine ¢ Magico,” with a Cargo of African Negroes, by the English Schooncr-of-War
< Union.” In consequence thereof, the said Negroes are to be delivered upto the person whom
your Excellency shall appoint, in order that they may be disposed of as you shall think proper,
in conformity fo the Treaty ; and as the Commission have to assign to each Negro his Certificate
of Emancipation, as has been done in the former Cases, they request that your Excellency will be
pleased to communicate to them the natme of the said Person, as soon as he shall be appointed, in
ovder that rhey may proceed in the performance of that duty.

At the same. time, your Excellency will observe the reservation made by the Commission
to transmit to you an entire Copy of the Proceedings for the purposes which are stated, and
which shall be done as soon as they are.concluded,

God preserve, &c. &ec.

{Signed) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS,
His Excellency the Captain- General, H.T. KILBEE.

Fitth Enclosure in No. 63. (Translation.)

The Captain-General to the Mixved Commission.

Most Exczirent Sir, aND GENTLEMEN, Havannah, Felruary 2, 1826.

"I HAVE received, with your Official Letter, the Copy of the final Senteuce, pronounced by the
Mixed Commission, in the Cause relative to the Capturée of the Spanish Brigautine «¢ Magico,”
with a Cargo of bozal Negroes, by the English Schooner of War ¢ Union ;> 1 have taken the
whole into due consideration, amtl under this «ay’s-date I have named Dou Canuto Diez to receive
the Negroes and to dispose of them in the same manner as the others, conformably to the Treaty;
authorizing him likewise to proceed to the performance of the other Act relative to the Certifi-
eates of Kmancipation, which are to be wade out by the Mixed Commission, as was done in the
two formér similar Cases. .
~ As soon as | shall receive the Copy of -the Proceedings, I will take the proper steps, in con-
formity to the Treaty and.to justice, against the perpetrators-of the outrage commiited when the
above-mentioned Brigantine < Magico” ran-a-sbove: } : ,

o . g God preserve, &e. &,
His Ezcellency the Intendunt, and the other (Signed) FRANC® DION? VIVLES,
Members of the Mired Commission,
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Sixth Enclosure in No. 63. {Translation.}
The Mixed Commission to the Captain-General.

Most LExceiLrenT SIr, Havannah, February 3, 1826.

IN consequence of what we stated to your Excellency at the conclusion of our Official Letter of
the Ist instant, in which was enclosed a cerrified Copy of the Sentence pronounced iu the Cause,
respecting the Captureof the * Magico ;” we now transmit to your Excellency a certifed Copy of
vhe Proceedings up to that state of the Case, in order that you may be pleased to adopr the mea-
sures which you shall judge advisable. God preserve your Excellency, 8¢, &e.

(Signed) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS.
His Excellency the Captain-General, 1. T. KILBE£,

Seventh Enclosure in No, 63. {Translation. )

The Mized Cammission to the Captain-General.

Most ExceELLENT SIR, Havannah, February 6, 1826.

THE Mixed Commission have concluded, by means of a Person of trust appointed by them, the
-act of assigning to the ¢ bozal” Negroes btlonging to the Brigantine <¢ Magico,” which was cap-
tured by the Schooner of War ¢ Union,” their respective Certificates of Emancipation, which
wete not delivered into their hands for the same reason that they were withheld in former Cases ;
and we now transmit them to your Excellency for the purposes stated in those Cases,

Althongh the number of Negioes eaptured was 179, only 175 Certificates have been assigned,
3 of the Negroes having died on board the Brigantine before the disembarkation, according to the
Report made to the Commission by the Commander of the English Schooner, which is preserved
amongst the other Proceedings in the Cause; and another having been stated to have died, by Don
Canuto Diez, after they had been placed under his charge, of which it is probable that be will
have made a Report to your Excellency.

Upon this occasion it has likewise been endeavoured to ascertain the ties of relationship that
might exist amongst any of the said Negroes; and it having been discovered that such ties did exist
in some Cases, the same has been noted down in the margin of their respective Certificates, for

our Excellency’s information,

The Mixed Commission cannot aveid taking this opportunity to inform your Excellency, that
their Secretary has communicated to them that Don- Canute, Diez had verbally stated to him, at
abopt half-past two o’clock yesterday, that, after the List of the Negroes had been made out, and
thejr Certificates assigned to them, he found that the one numbered 11 was missing, and it was in-
ferred that he had been stolen on the morning of the same day ; and this being altogetlier 2 most
scandalous action, the Commission trust that your Excellency will employ all your zeal in the
matter until the perpetrator be discovered, and the Negro vestored to the Hberty which lie bad
already obtained, and of which it has been attempted to deprive him.

God preserve your Excellency.
(Signed) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS.
His Excellency the Captain-General, H. T. KILBEE. ,

Eighth Enclosure 1n No. 63. (Translation.)

The Captain- General to the Mized Commission.

Most Excrrrent Sir, AND GENTLEMEN, Havannak, February 9, 1826, .

BY your Official Letter of the 6th instant, 1 have been duly apprized that the Mixed Com-
mission has concluded the act of assighing to.the ¢ bozal”” Negroes of the Brigantine « Magico,™
which was captured by the Schooner-uf-War ¢« Union,” their respective Certificates of Bmancipa-
tion, which Certificates were not delivered into their hamls for the same reason that they were
withheld in former cases, and you, therefore, transmit them to me, 1 have been likewise
apprized, that, although the number of Negroes captured was 179, Certificates «of Emancipation
Lave been assigned to only 175, becanse 3 died on board (ke Brigantine betore the disembarkation,
according to the Report made to the Commission by the Commander. of the English .Sc};xooner,
which is preserved amongst the other Proceedings in the Cause; and before the List of the rest
was made out, Don Canuto Diez reported to me the death of another, all being at the time under
his charge. ) o © )

Your determination appears to me to be very proper, regarding the investigation of the family
ties which migh{exist among the Negroes, which are noted down in the margin of the said ‘Cer-
tificates for my information. - :

With respect to what you state to me relating to the loss ot No. 11, who,-'aftef' his deseription
was taken, was stolen, the Cuptain of the District of San Lazaro is prucee(lmgz in the'.necc_ss»ary
summary investigation for the .purpose of discovering the author or sathors of this crime, who
shall be punished according to Law. God preserve, &c. &e.

His Excellency the Intendant, end the other (Siguedy -~ FRANCe, DION®. VIVES,
Members of the Mixed Commission. ‘ '
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No. 64.
His Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.-- (Received April21.}

Str, Havannah, February 22, 1826.

ON the 10th instant, the Portuguese Brig « Aurora de Cabo,” Joaquim
Francisco Flores, Master, sailed for Angola, on the Coast of Africa, and on
the 19th, the Spanish Brigantine “ Xerwzes,” and the Schoouners “ Paulita”
and ¢ Hortensia,” Ramon Gonzales, Antonio Ferrer, and Vicente Gomez,
Masters, sailed for St. Thomas and Princes Islands on the same Coast.

On the 18th instant, the Spanish Schooner ¢ Proserpina,” Jose Antonio
Barrera, Master, arrived here professedly from the Danish Island of St.
Thomas, but really from the Coast of Africa, with a Cargo of 85 Negroes,
which she landed near Cabanas ; this Vessel was fitted out at Cadiz. -

It is reported that the Spanish Schooner ¢ Teagenes” has landed 200 Ne-
groes on the South side of the Island, but she has not yet entered this Port.

- We have the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed) H. T. KILBEE.

1'he Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY.
&c. &e. &e.

No. 65.

His Majesty’s Commissionersto Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 19.)

Sir, Havannah, March 16, 1826.

THE enclosed Translation of a Letter from the Captain-General to the
Mixed Commission, is the only Communication which has-vet been received
from his Excellency, respecting the Representation made to him upon the
cruel conduct of the Crew of the ¢ Magico,” towards the Negroes belonging
to that Vessel.
~ His Excellency has not yet informed the Commission of the result of the
measures which he had adopted for the recovery of the emancipated slave,
reported in our Despatch of the 22d Ultimo, to have been stolen from the
place in which the Cargo of the Magico ” had been deposited by his order.

We have the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed) H. T. KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, W.S. MACLEAY.

&e: &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 65. (Translation )

The Captain-General to the Mixved Commission.

MosT ExceLLeNT SiR, AND GENTLEMEN, Havannah, February 28, 1826,

IN conformity with the opinion which the Auditor of War has given me, 1 have directed the
Authorities of this Island to adopt the necessary steps for the apprehension of the Individuals
composing the Crew of the Brigantine ¢ Magico,”” which arrived on these Coasts with a
Cargo of African Negroes. .

1 have likewise transmitted to the Commandant of the Naval Forces, on this Station, a Copy of
the Documents which you forwarded to me in your Official Letter of the 3d instant, [rom the con-
sideration, that to the Naval Department belongs the cognizance of the crimes committed on
board the aforesaid Brigantine.

- And finally, 1 have transivitted likewise a certified Copy of the Proceedings to- his Excellency
the Minister of State, thar all that bas occurred with respect to the said Vessel may reach ‘the
kpowledge of the King, myMaster, in order that His Majesty may be pleased to resolve what may
be His Royal Pleasure. All which 1 state to yon in reply to your Letter above referred to.

God preserve you many Years. (Bigned) FRANC®, DION®. VIVES.
His Fazcellency the Intendant, and the other ‘ ’
Members of the Mived Commission.
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Nou. 66.
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning—( Received May19.)

Sir, Havannah, March 23. 1826.

ON the 9th instant, His Majesty’s Schooner ¢ Speedwell,” Lieutenant
~ James C. Bennett, Commander, arrived here with a Cargo of Negroes belong-
ing to the Spanish Brigantine « Orestes;” which Vessel had run aground
near the Grass-cut-Keys, on the Bahama Bank, where she was {found by the
* Speedwell,” on the 5th instant, the Negroes being still on board in a very
 wretched state, from want of water and provisions, but the whole of the Crew
having landed on one of the Keys. Finding it impossible to get the
¢« Orestes” off, Lieutenant Bennett took the Negroes on board his own
Vessel, together with the Master, the Mate and a Passenger, not having room
tor any more of the Crew. The Master died shortly after he was taken on
board the ¢ Speedwell.” '

The Mixed Commission, having received the Affidavit of Lieutenant Ben-
nett, and the Depositions of the Mate and Passenger of the ¢ Orestes,” pro-
nounced a Deceree on the 15th instant, emancipating the Slaves and condemu-
ing the Vessel, should she or any part of her ever be saved.

The Brigantine ¢ Orestes,” Don Joze Ramon Mutio, Master, sailed from
this Port ou the 20th of July 1825, for the Coast of Africa, where she arrived
in the Mouth of September, and remained till the 10th of January, on which
day she received on board 284 or 285 Negroes, and immediately set sail on her
return to this Island. In the last days of February, she was chased by 2
British Schooners, from which, however, she escaped, but shortly after ran
aground near Grass-cut-Keys. After 2 days the Crew made a raft, all the
Boats, it appears, having been lost, and proceeded to one of the Keys, leaving
the Negroes on board : they bad been 3 days in this situation when the
¢ Speedwell " appeared, and took possession of the “ Orestes.” _

We have the honour to enclose an Abstract of the Evidence, and a Trans-
lation of the Decrce of the Court.

Of the original: number of Negroes received on board on the Coast of
Africa, 22 according to onc Witness, and 25 according to the other, died on
the passage, previously to the day on which the ¢ Orestes” ran aground ; but
neither of them was able to state how many were alive when she was taken
possession of by the ‘¢ Speedwell,” both agreeing that several had been
drowned in consequence of the great quantity of water which had entered the
hold after the Vessel had struck. '

According to Licutenant Bennett’s statement, many of the unfortunate
“Negroes must have died for want of proper provisions and of water, with-
out which they had been for some days. He states, that there were 233 on
board, besides several dead bodies, when he first visited the ¢ Orestes,” of
which number 4 were drowned in the surf in attempting to get from the
wreck into one of the Boats; 2 died on a Key on which they had been
landed, previously to their being conveyed on board the ¢ Speedwell,” which
lay at a considerable distance ; 10 of those who had been alive on the evening
of the capture were. found dead on board the « Orestes ™ on the following
morning ; 10 died on board the ¢ Speedwell,” and 212 were handed over to
the Person appointed by the Captain-General to receive them. Certificates of
the deaths were presented to the Mixed Commission by Lieuteuant Bennett.

In the 3 last Cases that have been decided by the Court, M. Pinillos has
acted as Spanish Commissary Judge, and we havegreat satisfaction in stating,
that, throughout the whole of the proceedings, he has manifested the same
conciliatory disposition, and the same desire to act up to the spirit of the
"Treaty, which ‘had in all the previous Cases, as has been reported to you, uni-
formly marked the eonduct of the Spanish Members of this Mixed Com-

~ ission,
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By a Memorandum, endorsed on the Papers of the ¢t Orestes,” it appears
that she had been visited by one of His Mlz)ljesty’s Cruizers on the Coast of
Africa. Similar Memorandums have been found upon the Papers of other
Vessels condemned by the Mixed Com mission ; and we have reason to behe»:e
that many, perhaps the greater number, of the Slave Vessels that land their
Cargoes on the Coasts of this Island, have been boarded by Boats belonging to
British Ships-of-War on the Coast of Africa, but were not detained, as they
had not Negroes actually on board at the time, although there could be no
doubt that their sole object in being there was to engage 1n the Slave-trade. It
1s the practice of those Vessels to wait till their Cargoes are. ready, and thex’x’
ship them at once and set sail immediately. The Mate of the ‘* Orestes
stated, that her whole Cargo, amounting to 285, was shlﬁ)ped Vi) lldu1'§. Itis
obvious, therefore, that the greatest benefit would result from the adpptlon_, by
His Catholick Majesty, of an Article similar to the Additional Article of Ehe
25th January 1823, to the Slave-trade Treaty between His Majesty and The
King of The Netherlands ; by which the Cruizers are authorized to detain,
and the Mixed Commission to condemn, Vessels found under precisely the
samc circumstances, as the Sparish Vesscls here referred to, which have so
often been enabled to clude the vigilance of His Majesty's Vessels-of-War,
We have the honour top be, &e.
(Signed) H. T. KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY.
&ec. &e.  §e

First Enclosure in No. 66.

- Extract of the Evidence in the Case of the Brigantine < Orestes.”

L1 EUT. BENNETT stated, ip his Affdavit, and in his Declration, pﬁ the state of the Prize at
the time of the captyre, that he found the Brigantine *¢ Orestes,”” on the 5th of March, agreund in
Latitude 23. 40 North, and Longitade 77. 20. West, oft the Grass-Cut Keys, on the Great Ba-
bama Bank, with 232 Negroes on board, the Crew having landed on ape of the Keys; that the
Negroes were in a very exhausted state, having been left several days without water, and that
many had died ; that the Master, who, with the rest ot the Crew, was on one of the Keys, Elclivered
up to him 6 Papers, which were produced, and proved to be the regular Ship’s Papers issued at
this Port of Havannah in the Montb of July 1825 ; that finding it impossible to get the © Orestes™
off the Reef, be took the Negroes out and put them on hoard the Schooner under his command,
together with the Master of the ** Orestes,” Pon Joze Rumen Mutio, (who died shortly after), -
the Mate and a Passenger ; and thac the very crowded state of his Schooner precluding the possi-
bility of recelving on board the remainder of the Crew (30 Individuals), be left them on the Key
on which he found them, supplying them with a sufficient juantity of provisions and water,

Charles Pousrailly deposed, ‘that he was a Native of France, and engaged in Commerce ; that
he knew the Brigantine < Orestes,” having sailed in her as a passenger; that the Captain was
D. Joze Ramon Mu:io, who died lately, but that be is not asvare who the Owner was ; that, on
the 9th of Junuary last, he sailed in her from Ayudo, on the Coast of Africa, without any other
extraordinary occarrence happening, except that of having been chased by two English Schooners,
until the 28th of February, when the *¢ Orestes” grounded near Grass-Kevs, being then out of
sight of the Schooners ; that they remained in this sitvation two days, at the expiration of which
they formed a Raft, on which all the white People on board were conveyed to one of the Keys, the
Negroes being left in the Vessel ; that three dyys atter, an English Schooner. of War appeared in
sight, the Commander of which cawe in his Boat to where the Crew was, and baving Jearnt what
had bappened, and having received trom the Master, Mutio, certain Papers, transferred the Ne-
groes on bhoard his Schooner, together with the said Master, the Mate, and the Deponent, and
brovghe-diem into this Port of Havannab. the Master having died the day after the capture ; that
284 Negroes were taken om board on the Coast of Atrica, of which number 22 died previous. to
the Vessel grounding; bat that Le could not say how many there were at the time of the cap~
ture, several baving been drowned in the Lold, in consequence of the ureat quantity of water
whicl entered atter that misfortune; that the ¢ Ovestes” bad no other Cargo-but the Negroes ;
that the Papers which were given up by the Master were the regular Ship’s Papers, and upon
their being shewn to the Witness he immediately recognized them."

Balvador Estolt deposed, that lie was a Native of Cartalonia, that he was Mate of the Brigan-
tine “* Ohestes,” of.wlyjch the late D. Joze Ramon Mutie, was Master, and D. Ventura Zagonera,
Owner, as this Deponent infers from his being the Persou who dispatched ber iu this Port; that
die entered on board the said Vessel, as Second Mate, on the 16th of July 1825, and that on the
2uth of Use sae Month, she set sail trom this Port of Havannah for the Coast of Africa , where
they arrived without accident towards the close of September ; that they remained in the Road of
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Ayudo until the 10th of January last, on which 285 slaves were embarkied on hoard the #¢ Orestes.”
“with which they immediately set sail tor this Island; that no aéccident happened during the Voyage
unti) the 28th of February, when, after baving been chased for two days by two Bnglish Schooners,
from which they had escaped; the Vessel grounded near Grass Keys, on the Bahama Bank ; that
they remained there without leaving her for twe days, at the end of which they made a Raft, on
which the whole Crew proceeded to a neighbouring Key, leaving the Cargo of Negroes on board ;
that three days after an English Schooner of War appeared in sight, the Commander of which came
to the Key on which they were, in his Boat, and having been informed of what had happened, he
transferred the Cargo of Negroes, the Captain of the ¢ Orestes,” D, Joze [tamon Matio, a Pas~
senger, Don Carlos, whose Surname he does not know, and this Depouent, on board his Schooner,
and set sail for the Port of Havannah, the said Mutio having died one or two days after the Capture;
that during the Voyage, up to the day on which the Vessel ran aground, 25 Negroes had died, and
that Deponent heard iat several others had been drowned in the hold, the number of which be did
not learn, and that consequently he could not say exactly how many there were at the time of the
Capture; that the ¢ Orestes” had no other Cargo but the Negroes; that she had not been brought
into this Port, because it was impossible to get her off from the place where she was aground ;
that the Ship's Papers were delivered up to the English Commander ; and those presented to the
Court by the latter having been shewn to bim, be immediately recognized them and said that they
belonged to the ¢ Orestes.”

Second Enclosure in No. 66. (T ranslation.)

Sentence of the Mixed Commission in the Case of the Brigantine *“ Orestes.”

~ THE metits of this Cause having been taken into consideration, it is declared to be a good and
lawtul Piize, that made by the English Schooner-of-War ¢ Speedwel!,” commanded by James C,
Tennett, Esq. Lieutenant of the Royal Navy of His Britannick Majesty, of the Spanish Brigan-
tine named the ¢ Orestes,” with a Cargo ot 238 Atrican Negroes, according to the Certificate of
the Captor, relative to the state of the Vesse} at the time of the capture; respecting which number
the two Individuals belonging to the Crew ot the *¢ Orestes,” who have been examined, have not
been able to afford any information, as they say that they do not know how many were drowned
in the hold, in consequence of the great guantity of water which entered when“aground, as she
was upon Grass-Cut Keys, on the Bahama Bauk, where the said Vessel was abandoned, it having
been found impossible to get her off and set her afloar. The Negroes are consequently declared
10 be free from all slavery and cativity, to the number of 212, to which the Cargo has been
reduced, and which are already disembarked by order of his Excellency the Caprain- General,
under the charge of Don Felipe Rodriguez, and are placed in one of the Barracones outside
the walls of this City, 26 having died subsequently to the capture, as appears by the Report made
by the aforesaid Captor to the Mixed Conumission, and annexed to the other Docaments belonging
to this Cause. Let the proper Certificate of Emancipation be given to them by the Deputy Secre-
tary, who is named for that purpose and with respect to the said Brigantine <¢ Orestes,” which
remained aground on the Key where she was found, it is declared from this moment, that if she
or any part of her be saved, the same is subject and liable to confiscation, in order that, being
sold at publick auction, the proceeds may be applied to the benefit of the two Governments, ob-
serving, in that case, the necessary formatities tor this purpose ; aid let-a Cértified Copy of this
Sentence, with a proper Official Letter, be addressed to his Excellency the Captain-General, in

order that he may be apprizedr of the same, which is likewise to be notifiéd to the Capt{)r.
(Stgned) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS.

H.T. KILBEE.

Huvannah, Mareh 15, 1326, . RAFAEL GONZALEZ, Deputy Secretary

No. 67.
His Majesty's Commissioners to M. Secrelary Canning.—(Received Flay21.)

Siz, Huvanrah, March 11, 1826.

WE have the honour to inform you, that Captain Fobson, of His Majesty’s
Stoop- ¢ Ferrett,” brought into this Port, on the 15th ultimo, the Spamsh
Schooner “ Fingal;’ which be had detained on the 3d, with a Cargo of 58
Negroes. :

Sentence of Condemnation was pronounced by the Mixed Commission on
the .20th ultimo. _

The Schooner  Fingal,” of which Don Dionisio Urquijo was Master and
ostensible Owner, sailed from this Port on the ist of February 1825, for the
Island.of St. Thomas, on the Coast of Africa; where, however, she did not
touch, but proceeded to Cape Mounton the Continent. She remained there.
tor several Monthis, and; at length, set sail on her return to this Island, on the
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1st January of the present Year, The Master and two of the Crew, who were
examined, stated, that the Schooner did not take on board any Negroes on
the Coast of Africa, but that, 17 days afier their departure, they fell 1n with a
French Brig, which obliged them to receive on board 61. In relating this
improbable story, the Witnesses differed in some not immaterial points, but
it is rendered altogether unworthy of belief by the fact, that in the Log-
book there is a Note inserted (which, though attempted to be blotted out, 1s
plainly visible) of the death of a Negro on a day prior to that on which the
Brig was said to have been fallen in with ; and also by the total omission in
the Log-book, in which, however, many other Vessels are stated to have been
seen, of all mention of any such Brig, the meeting with which, it was pecu-
liarly the interest of the Master to have noted down 1n the most explicit terms,
as upon it he pretended to found his justification for the yiolation of the Laws
of his Country in having Negroes on board his Vessel. No other event of
importance is said to have happened in the Voyage until she ran aground
near Salt Key; two days after which she was taken possession of by the
Boats of His Majesty’s Sloop « Ferrett,” the Negroes having been previously
landed on a small neighbouring Key, but as they were placed under the charge
of 3 of the Crew, and were fully admitted by the Master and the other Wit-
nesses, to belong to the Vessel, and to have been removed for the purpose of
concealment from the English, the Court, without hesitation, came to a De-
cision that the Vesscl skould be condemned and the Slaves emancipated.

We have the honour to enclose an Abstract of the Lvidence, and a Trans-
lation of the Sentence of the Court. .

The < Fingal” was not reported to you among the Departures for the Coast
of Africa last Year, because, in the daily lists published in the Newspapers,
she was stated to have sailed for New Orleans.

' We have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) H. T. KILBEE.
. 8. MACLEAY.

Zte Right Hon. George Canning, w

&e. &e. &ec.

~ First Enclosure in No. 67.

Abstract of the Lvidence in the Case of the Spanish Schooner Fingal.”

CAPTAIN HOBSON stated, in his Affidavit, and in his Declaration, of the state of the Prize
at the time of the capture, that he had detained this Schooner on the 3d ot February, in Latitude
22. 12. North, and Longitude 75. 46. West, witli 58 Negroes on hoard, exclusive of a female
infant that was born the day after the capture, and lived only afew‘days; that he found the
Schooner aground and the Negroes on shore on a small uninhabited Key, in the charge of 3 of the
Crew, the Officer who went on board having been conducted to the place of their concealment by
the Master, who fully admitted them to be his Cargo ; and that he received from the said Officer,
and now produced, 5 Documents which were delivered up by the Master, and which proved to be
the regular Ship’s Papers, issved at this Port of Havannah in the Month of Jannary 1825, and
authorizing the ° Relampago ** to proceed to the Island of Saint Thomas, ou the Coast.of Africa
tor the parpose of trading in articles of lawful Commerce, but expre‘sslv,pl'ohibiting her fl'ml’l
engaging in the Slave-trade.

Dionisio Urguijo deposed, that he was a Native of Bilbao ; that he was Master and Owner of
the Schoouner ¢ Fingal,” in which he sailed from tle Port of Havannah, ou the Ist February
1825, for the Islaud of Saint Thomas, for the purpose of engaging in Lawful Commerce, but that
hie never rouched at it, having, when in sight thereof, been infurmed, by a Portuguese Vessel, that
lie would not find any of the articles of which he was in want ; that cdnsequeu(lv l:e m'oc’eedé(l
to tlie Coast of Africa, amd in the vieinity of Cabomonte, he contracted wirth the Negroes of the
Country the exchange of bis Cargo for palm-oil, logwood, rice, and iv‘ory, which articles were
never delivered to him, «lthough be waited for them for the period of eight Months and a Lalf
with the exception of a small gquantity of logwood, with which he determined to return, with the
loss of almost the who'e of his Cargo, which Lie bad previously handed over to tle said 'Nc"roes-
that be accordingly set sail for this Port on the lst January of this Year, and |7 days af?er hi;
departure he fell i with a French Brig laden with slaves, the Captain ot which, after askine tor
some provisions, which could not be afforded to him, sent on board the Schooner 61 Nég?oes
which the Deponent, from motives of humanity, could not avoid receiving, being told that if he (“(i
not,-they would be thrown into the Sea; that the French Brig then departed, Laving previously
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thrown overhoard a swivel gan and various other arms that were in the Scliooner; that the
Deponent continued his voyage with the Negroes and ran aground near Salt Key on the st or 2d
of February, and that on the 3d, 3 hoats of an English Brig-of-War, which was in sight, approached,
when the Negroes were landed on a small neighbouring Key for the purpose of concealing them
from the English, and also of lighteniug the Vessel, 3 of the Crew being left in charge of them ;
that upon the arrival of the English boars they discovered the Negroes, and again brought them
on board the Schooner of which they took possession, and ultimately brought her into the Port
of Havannah-; that the Negroes at the time of the capture amounted to 58, and that Lis inten-
tion was to bring them to Havannah. and relate what had happened with the Frenck Brig; that
there was no other cargo on board at the time of the capture, and that the Papers which be
delivered up were the only ones he had on board. '

Florencio Sugasti, a Native of Piscay, deposed, that Dionisio Urquije was Master-of the
Schooner © Fingal,” but that he did not know who was the Owner ; that the Deponent belonged
to the Spanish Schooner ¢ Clara,” which was wrecked on the Coast of Afiica, when he and 5
others of the Crew requested to be received on board the ‘* Fingal” as passengers, and that
during the voyage he acted as Mate, but without any pay whatever,

"Phat about the 31st of December last, they set sail from the Coust of Africa, with a small
cargo of palm-oil and logwood, and 17 or I8 days after they fell in with a French Brig, laden
with slaves, the Captain of which asked for a little rice, which was refused, and then foreibly put
on board 61 Negroes, and went away, after throwing over-board the gun and some small arms that
were in the ¢ Fingal ;" that they continued their voyage, and on the Jst or 2d of February,
yan a-ground near Salt Key, 2 days after which 3 English armed Boats, belonging to a Brig-of-
War in sight, appeared, when the Negroes were landed apon one of the swall Keys, in order to
conceal them from the English, and to lighten the Vessel, but were shortly after discovered upon
the arrival of the Boats, by which they were again embarked on board the Schooner, of which
the English took possession, and uliimately brought her into the Port of Havannah ; that the
number of the Negroes at the time of the capture was 58, 3 of the 61 having died during the
voyage, and that there was no other cargo on board the Schooner at the time ot the capture, the
logwood baving beea thirown overboard when she grounded.

Benito Vasquez, a Native of Malaga, deposed, that Dionisio Urquijo, was Master of the
Schooner ¢ Fingal,”” and that he did not know the Owser ; that he was received on board her, -on
the Coast of Africa, as a passenger, but that the Boatswain having been drowned he acted daring
the voyage in his place ; that after he had been on board ber about 3 Months they set sail on the
Ist of January of the present Year, with a Cargo of logwood; that 17 days after they fell in
with a French Brig laden with slaves, of which 61 were put on board the Schooner, the French Cap-
tain saying, that be had not provisions enongh for them ; that the latter then left them, first tuking
on board his Brig a swivel gun and other arras belonging to the ¢ Fingal; » that this Schooner
continued her voyage, and ran a-ground on some Keys, near the Coast of the 1sland of Cuba, 2
days atter which 3 English armed Boats came up, and again put on board the Schiooner the
Negroes who had been landed on one of the Keys, for the purpose of lightening her; that the
English then took possession of the Vessel, and brought her to the Port of Havannah; that at
the time of the capture 58 of the Negroes were alive, 3 having died during the Voyage, and that
there was no other cargo on board, the logwood having been thrown into the Sea to lighten the
Vessel,

Second Enclosare in No. 67. (Travslation )

Sentence of the Mizved Commission in the Case of the Schooner < Fingal.”

THE merits of this Cause baving been taken info consideration, and particularly it being oh-
served, that it is noted down in the Log-Book on the 16th of January, a date prior to that when the
Master, and the two other Individuals who have been examined, assert that the 61 Negroes were
received from a French Brig, that a full grown Negro had died ; this being clearly and distinetly
visible, notwithstanding the attempt made toblotout the circumstance, by drawing seveval strokes ofa
pen across it, as was also done in the case of two other Negroes who died subsequently, and no men-
tion whatever being made throughout the whole Log-bnok, of having fallen in with the aforesaid
French Brig, asis done with other Vessels that were seen on different days, it is hereby declared to be
goodand lawful Prize, that made by His Britaunick Majesty’s Brig ¢“Ferrvett,” William Hobson, Esq.
Commander, of the Spanish Merchant Schooner named  Fingal,” D. Dionisic Urquijo, Master,
with a cargo of 58 African Negroes, viz: 41 males and 17 females, one of the latter having been
delivered of a female infant the day atter the capture; and that the said Schooner, her tackle,
apparel, and whatever may be contained thefein, are subject and lixble to confiscation, with the
exception of the aforesaid Negroes, who-are declared to. be free from all slavery and captivity.
With respect to the condemned Vessel, and whatever belongs to her, let a valuation be made
thereof by the Principal Masters of this Roval Arsenal, who shall swear faithfully to perform this
duty, in order that the same may be exposed to publick auction for the term required’ by Law, and
"be disposed of to the highest bidder, at the Auction Room-of Don Antonio Galea, before the
Notary, D. Joze Rafael de Meza, the proceeds being for the heaefit of the two Governments,
and let the said Vessel be for the present placed in deposit with D. Jayme Andreu, who shall
Jikewise take the proper Oath, receiving the same by formal invemory ; and with respect to the
“Negroes, let their Certificate of Emancipation be given to them by the Deputy Secretary, who i
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hereby appointed to perform that duty, for which purpose let an Official Letter be addressed
to his Excellency the Captain-General, requesting him to be pleased to name a Person in whom
he has confidence, to receive and take charge of them, until his Excellency shall dispose of them
as he may thiuk proper, in conformity with the letter and spirit of the Treaty ; and when his Ex-
celleacy shall have selecied the said Person, it shali be notified to the Captor to deliver the
Negroes up to him, and the Schooner to the Depositary, communicating to him now a certificd
Copy of this Sentence, of which the Master, D. Dionisio Urquijo, shall also be apprized.

(Signed) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS,

) H. 7. KILBEE.

Havannah, February 20, 1826. RAFAEL GONZALLES, Deputy Secretary.

No. 68.
His Majesty’s Commssioners to Mr.Secretary Canning.-- (Received May 21.)

Sir, Havannah, March 11, 1826,

ON the 26th ult. the Spanish Brig ¢ Currutaco,” D. Juan Coll, and the
Schooner ¢ Escudera,” D. Juan Toruella, Master, sailed from hence,
the former for St. Thomas, and the latter for Princes Island, on the Coast of
Africa.

We have heard that the French Frigate “ _4dntigone” has captured a Slave-
vessel of the same Nation, with upwards of 100 Negroes on board, not far

from Santiago de Cuba. We have the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed) H. I KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY.

&c. &e. §e.

No. 69.
His Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Secrctary Canning.—
~ (Received June 12.)
Sir, Huavannah, April 15, 1826,

WE have the honour to enclose a Translation of a Letter addressed
by the Captain-General to the Mixed Commission, and of the Reply of
the latter, upon the subject of a Royal Order, issued by His Catholick
Majesty, for the more effectual suppression of the illicit Slave-trade, car-
ried on with this Island, which has been published in the Official Journal,

In this Royal Order, it is expressly stated, that The King has adopted
- Additional Measures, in consequence of the remonstrances of the British
Minister at Madrid, although He himselt does not consider those already
taken to be inadequate to their object. It is directed that every Vessel
from the Coast of Africa, shall, upon her arrival, deliver up her Log-book to
be examined ; and should there be any reason to suspect her of having been
engaged in the Slave-trade, that the Captain-General, who alone is to take
cognizance of such Causes, shall proceed to the investigation of the Case, and
the punishment of the Delinquents. Persons of all classes are authorized to
denounce Transactions of illicit Slave-trade, but no reward 1s offered to the
Iunformer, unless he be a Slave, in which case he instantly becomes free;
the Purchaser of illegally imported Negroes being subject to a fine of
200 dollars for each. "The Clergy are directed to impress upon their Flocks
that the carrying on the Slave-trade, since it has been prohibited by The
King, is a moral offence. Those Negroes hereafter imported, who shall de-
nounce the Vessel in which they have come, are declared to be entitled
to their liberty, but not those illegally introduced, up to the present pertod.
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And finally, it is ordered, that these measures shall not be carried into effect
until after the Royal Order shall be published.

The strong incitement held out to Slaves to denounce transactions of illicit
Slave- trade bas created universal alarm and dissatisfaction here ; and should
Informers of that class receive encouragement and protection from the
Tribunals of the Island, little doubt can be entertained that this measure will
afford an effectual check to the Traflick.

We have the honour to be, &ec.
, (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY.

&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 6. (Translation.)
The Captain-General to the Mized Commission.

Most ExXCELLENT Sir, AND GENTLEMEN, Havannah, April 11, 1826.

UNDER date the 2d of January of this Year, his Excellency the Duke del Infantado, First
Secretary of State, writes to me as follows : — :

~ ROYAL ORDER.
Most ExceLLeNT SIR, Madrid, 2d January 1826.

HIS Britannick Majesty’s Minister here having remonstrated against the frandulent Importa-
tion of Negroes into the Island of Cuba, in manifest violation of the Treaty of 1817, in the exact
fulflment of which the Eoglish Nation and Government have always taken so much interest, Our
Lord the King could not do less than take this matter into consideration, fur the more prudent
determination of which he has not only consulted the Council of Indies and the Juuta of His Mi-
nisters, but he has also acquired information from Persons in whose knowledge upon the subject
he has reliance ; and after maturely examining the several arguments and measures which have
been propnsed to him, he has been pleased to adopt those, which, in his high consideration, he
bas esteemed best adapted for securing more -effectually the suppression of this illicit Traffick,
although he does not believe to be insufficient the measures already taken and prescribed in the
different Orders issued to the Authorities of that Island during the whole period that has elapsed
from the couclusion of the above-mentioned Treaty of 1817, to this date, .

Our Lord the King has accordingly resolved, thatevery Vesse| proceeding from the Coast of Africa
shall, immediately apon her arrival at the Ports of the Island of Cuba, deliver up her Liog-book
to the Naval Commandant, in order that he may examine it, and shonld there be auy reason to
suspect that the Vessel has brought and clandestinely landed Negroes, that he may instantly report
the same to your Excellency, to the end that you may proceed to the proper investigation and
punishment, in conformity to the Laws in force relating to the subject, it being well understood
that, to your Excellency alone, with the advice of your Assessor, belongs the cognizance of such
Causes ; His Majesty, moreover, declaring, that any Person, of whatever class lLie may be, may
denounce the Negroes who shall be received by smuggling, and, should the informer be a slave,
that, in the very act he becomes free, the Purchaser being fined 200 dollars for each of the slaves he
shall have acquired. His Majesty has likewise resolved, that the Very Reverend the Archbishop of
Cuba, and the Reverend the Bishop of Havannah, shall impress upou the Rectors and those
belonging to their respective Dioceses, that from the moment His Majesty was pleased to prohibit
the Traffick in Negroes, its continuation in any manner whatever was no longer permitted in con-
science, a real robbery being committed by those who should acquire any of them fraudulently ;
for which purpose, I write under this day’s date, to the Minister of Grace and Justice, in order
that he may give the necessary divections for the fulfilment of the same to the said Reverend
Prelates. ’

His Majesty has also determined that those Negroes shall obtain theic liberty, who shall
denounce the Vessel in which they themselves may have come, subsequently to the order which
your Excellency shall publish to this effect, but not thoseimported into the Island prior to its
publication.

By Royal Order I cransmit all this to your Excellency, for your intormation, and that of the
Mixed Commission, and that you uay conumunicate it to those whom it may concern, in order
that this Sovereign Resolution may be carried fully into effect, as well by your Excellency as by the
other Authorities of the Island, but your Excellency will not permit these measures to be put into
execution until after that Besolution shall be published. ) ;

(Sigued) . EL DUQUE DEL INFANTADO.

1 transmit the above to you for your information, apprizing you, at the same time, that I com-

municate it to those whom it may concern, for.the fulfilment of the same.
God preserve, &c. . (Signed) FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES.

His Excellency the Intendant, and the other Members
of the Mized Commission.
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Sccond Enclosure in No. 69. (Translation,)

The Mived Commission to the Captain- General.

MostT ExCELLENT SiR, Havannah, dpril 13, 1826,

TITE Mixed Conmission has received your Excellency’s Officia! Letter of the 11ih instant, in
which is inserted the Royal Order of the 2d of January of this Year, by which His Majesty has
beeu pleased to adopt the measures which he Las deemed just and proper for the suppression of
the illicit Traffick in African Negroes, in violation of the Treaty relating to this subjeet, of which
Sovercign Resolation this Mixed Commission is duly apprized, observing in it all the interest His
Mujesty takes in attaining the ubject of thut Treaty.

God preserve, &c. (Sigued) H. T. KILBEE.
W. 8 MACLEAY.
C. M. DE PINILLOS,
His Exceilency The Cuptain-General, K. DE QUESADA,

No. 70.
His Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received June12.)
I

Sir, Havannal, Aprif 16, 1826.

WE have the honour to inform you, that, on the 2d instant, the Spanish
Schooner “ Minerve,” Manuel Fernandez, Master, and on the 14th, the
Spanish Schooner “ Dolorita,” Joaquin Aureycochea, Master, sailed trom
this Port for the Coast of Africa.

‘We bhave the honour to be, &ec.
(Signed) BENRY T. KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, W. 8. MACLEAY.
&e. §e. &e.

> No. 71.
His Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—-( Feccived June24.)

Sir, Havannal April 30, 1826.

ON the 24th instant, the Spanish Schooner « Jacintp,” Don Francisco
Prieto; Master, sailed from this Port for the Coast of Atrica.

Since the date of our Despatch of the 22d of February, we have not heard of
the arrival on the Coasts of this Island of any Vessel with Slaves.

We have the honour to be, &ec.
, (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY.
&c. &e. &e.

No. 72.
His Majesty’'s Commissioners to Mr. Sceretary Canning.~( Received June 24.)
SIR, Havannat, May 2, 1826.

WE have the honour to ncknowledge the Receipt of your Despatch of the
31st January last, in which you have been pleased to transmit to us Cepics
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of a Correspondence with His Majesty’s Envoy at Madrid, upon the Subject
of the Orders which His Catholick Majesty has recently addressed to the
Captain—General of Cuba, for the more effectual exccution of the Treaties
between Great Britain and Spain, for the Abolition of the Traflick in Slaves.

In our Despateh of the 15th ultimo, we had the honour of forwarding to
you the Communication made by the Captain-General to the Mixed Com-
mission upon the same Subject, together with a Translation of the Royal
Order which has been published here.

We have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.

The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY,

‘ &e. &ec. Se.

No. 73.
His Majesty's Commissionersto Mr. Secretary Canning .--( Received June 24.)

Sir, Havannah, May 2, 1826.

WE had yesterday the honour of receiving your Despatch of the 23d of
February last, relative to the reported re-capture, by a Spanish Brig, which
had arrived at Cuba, of 2 Slave Vessels, previously detained by a British
Cruizer on the Coast of Africa.

No time shall be lost in making the enquiries which you direct, into the
truth of this transaction; but we think it right to apprise you, that some
delay will in all probability occur, the communication between this Place and
Cuba being slow and unfrequent.

In our Despatch of the 18th of January last, we had the honour of transmit-
ting to you a Communication, which we had received from the French Con-
sul General, upon the subject of the above-mentioned re-capture.

We have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY.

&e. &e. &e.

No. 74.
His Majesty's Commussioners to Mr. Secretary Canm'ng.—(Recez'bed July 14.)

Str, : : Havannah, May, 31, 1826.

ON the 30th instant the Spanish Brig « Breves,” (formerly the ¢ Conguis-
tador,” an old and notorious Slave-trader) sailed from this Port for the Coast
of Africa. '

On the 27th instant the Spanish Schooner ¢ Zeagenes,” arrived here in
ballast.

In our Despatch of the 22d of February of this Year, it was stated that a
report prevailed, that this Vessel had landed a Cargo of Negroes on the South
side of the island, which report proves to be correct; and we have learned, that
since the disembarkation, she has been employed by the Government in con-
veying Troops from Batabano, where they had proceeded by Land from
Havannah, to Trinidad de la Isla. ;

We have heard that the Spanish Schooner ¢ Iris,” which sailed for the
Coast of Africa in November 1825, has lately landed a Cargo of Negroes at
Puerto Escondido, to the Westward of Matanzas, The Vessel, however, has
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not arrived here, and it is even said, that she has been destroyed by her Crew
to avoid detection: a report has been prevalent here, thdt she has had an
action with one of His Majesty’s Schooners, which she had beaten off,
We have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) - HENRY T. KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, W. 8. MACLEAY.

&c. &e. &c.

No. 75.
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( ReceivedJuly14.)

Str, Hovannah, June 14, 1826,

HAVING learned from good authority that the Matanzas. Steam Vessel
“ Neptune” which arrived here on the Evening of the ath ultimo, had
brought upwards of 100 Negroes, whom she had received on board at a small
Port to the Westward ot Matanzas, called Puerto Escondido, and who, pro-
bably, belonged to the Cargo of the « Iris,” mentioned in our last Despateh 5
we resolved to lose no time in calling the attention of the Captain Geuneral to
this matter, and accordingly, on the Moruning of the 6th, we apprised him of
the circumstance, and endeavoured to impress upon him, that it was particu-
larly incumbent upon this Gevernment, to make an exar:np!’e ot the perpetra-
tors of this scandalous violation of onr Treaty, comuwitted so shortly after the
publication of His Catholick Majesty’s Royal Order of January last, as, if
they were allowed to escape with impunity, that Royal Order, would, like
those previously issued on the same Subject, be considered as a mere dead
letter. '

. His Excellency replied, that the Naval Department had not reported: to
him any such arrival of Negroes, but that he would immediately write to the
Commandaut of the Naval Forces, and direct him to investigate the Case. In
subsequent conversations he stated, that he had not yet recetved any Aaswer,
but on-the Ist instant he transmitted a Letter, of which a Franslation is en-
closed, to His Majesty’s Commissary Judge, communicating the result of the
investigation made by the Naval Department; according to which it appears
“that there was not the slightest ground for even a remote suspicion that
the Steam Vessel had on board the Negroes referred i0.”

On the 7th instant another Letter was received from the Captain-General,
in which was inserted the Report of the Auditor of War, respecting that In-
vestigation, merely recommending that a Statement of the Case should be
laid before His Catholick Majesty, lest intelligence of a different tenour
should reach him through another channel.

Notwithstanding the result of the Investigation undertaken by the Naval
Department, it is perfectly notorious that the Negroes were brought in the
Steam Vessel, as stated in the foregoing part of this Despateh @ several highly
respectable Foreigners came passengers in her; and though none of them will
‘ventufe 1o incur general odium, and perhaps some danger, by coming forward
to.give information upon the Subject, we have the most undoubted authority
for assuring you that the fact is as we have related.

We have the honour tc be, &e.

o (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.

Zhe Right Hon. George Canning, W. S, MACLEAY.,
&e. &e. &e.
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First Enclosure in No. 75. - (Translation )

The Caplain-General to the British Commissary Judge.

Sz : Havannah, June 1, 1826,

THE Commandant-General of the Naval Forces on this Station has transmitted to me, in an
Official Letter, dated yesterday, the Proceedings adopted in consequence of the information which
you gave me, and which 1imnmediately communicated to him, respecting the denunciation of the
Stean Vessel ¢ Neptune'* having introduced into this Port a number of ¢ bozal’’ Negroes, brought
from the Coast of Africa,

From the Declarations in the said Proceedings no such fact results, as will be seen by the Ex-
tract of the Decision upon those Proceedings, which I forward to you; but I transmit the same,
notwithstanding, under this day's date, to the Auditor of War for his opinion ; and I state this
for your information, and will communicate to you the result in due time. ‘

God preserve, &e. (Signed) ~ FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES.
H. T. Kiibee, Esq. ' .

First Enclosure (A.) in No. 75. (Translation.)
Result of the Investigation made by the Naval Department.

(Extract.) Havannah, May 13, 1826.

BY the Declarations received in this Cause, to the number of eleven, from the Master
and Sailors of the Steam-Vessel ¢ Neptune,” the Passengers who were conveyed in the same from
Matanzas to this Port, and the Custom-House Officers who searched her, it appears that on the
5th instant they sailed from the former for this Port, with a cargo of produce of the Country,
none of the said Declarations affording the slightest ground for even a remote saspicion that the
Steam-Vessel had on board the Negroes referred to in the Denunciation, arising apparemly from
an involuntary mistake, which has occasioned these Proceedings. '

Tt has likewise been proved, iu the most explicit and direct mavner, that the said Steam-Vesscl
did not touch at any of the intermediate Ports on the Coast, neither did she communicate with
any other Vessel, whence the disembarkation, or transfer to another Vessel, of the Slaves might
be presumed.

Conceiving, therefore, that the mistaken impression under which the aforesaid Denunciation
was made, is fully proved, and, consequently, no charge whatever resulting against the Master,
Don Angel Bruzon, or any other Person, I am of opinien that Bruzon may be released from the
arrest- under which he has been placed, as well as the other Individuals of the Crew, who have
likewise been detained, and that they shall be free to exercise their respective employments, since
nothing has been proved agaiust them that can injure their reputation, in which state of the Case
I transmit the Proceedings to you that you may adept the proper measures.

. (Signed) BARTOLOME MARQUES PACHEEO.
The Commandant of the Nuval Forces.

mlppanrats

Second Enclosure in No. 75, (Translat’ion,)
The Captain- General to the British Commissary Judge.

Sig, Havannah, June 7, 1826,
FHE Auditer of War has, under date the 5th instant, made to me the following Report :—

‘“ Most ExcerLLeEnT SiR,

¢t On the 6th of May, Mr. H. Kilbee, British €ommissary Judge of the Mixed Commission,
“tntermed vour Excellency, that he had been assured that uvpwards of 100 Negroes had arrived the
day before in the Steam-Vessel from Matanzas; and, on the same day, your Excellency wrote
- to the Naval Department to procecd to the proper Investigation without delay. This was done;
and, by the Declarations of the Ciew, and of the Passengers who arrived in the Steam-Vessel, it
is proved, to conviction, that no such Negroes came in her.
¢ As the Royal Order of the 2d of January of this Year commits to your Excellency alone
the cognizance of these Causes, and the proceeding to investigation and punishment, conformably
te the Laws in force upon the subject, you being consequently responsible for the observance of
the ‘same, and as the Remonstrance of His Britunnick Majesty’s Minister against the fraudulent
jmportasion of Negroes into thi. Island, gave rise to:that Royal Order, and as the inforimation
. upon which that Remonstrance was grounded was probably given by the British Commissary
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Judge of the Mixed Commission, Mr. H. Kilbee, the same who communicated to your Excellency
the fact respecting which this Investigation has taken place, the Auditor is of opinion that it is
indispensably necessary that a Report be made to His Majesty upon the subject, lest any intel-
ligence of a contrary tenour should reach him, und for his Sovereigu information.”

Aud having adopted this opinion, 1 trausmiit it to you, in continuation-of what 1 stated to you
upon the same subject in my Note' of the st instant ’

God preserve, &e.

H. T. Kilbee, I'sq. (Signed) FRAN®. DION®. VIVES.

No. 76.
His Mujesty's Commissioners éo Mr. Secretary Canning ~—(Received July 14.)

Sir, Havannal June 14, 1826.

ON the 5th instant, the Spanish Brig © Pepe,” Don José Gomez, Master,
well armed, and with a Crew, as we have heard, of wpwards of 80 men,
sailed for the Coast ot Africa.

The Spanish Schooner “ Curlota,” which sailed for that Coast on 20th
July 1825, arrived here to-day in ballast, aud 1s announced in the Newspapers
as coming from Bahia de todos los Santos, in Brazil. There can be httle
doubt, however, that she is really from Africa, and that she has landed a Cargo
of Négroes, but as there is somewhat more mystery observed with regard to
these Transactions now than formerly, we have not beea able to learn the
number of the Cargo, or the Place of Disembarkation.

We purpose taking an carly opportunity ot calling the attention of the

Captain-General to tnis Case. We have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) H. T. KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY.

&e. &e. &e.

No. 77.
Myr. Secretary Canning to His Hajesty’s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, July 31, 1826.

I HAVE received your several Despatches up to the 14th of June last.

I approve of the unceasing watchfulness which you exercise in enquiring
into, and reporting upon, the Undertakings in African Slave-trade from and
to the Island of Cuba, Undertakings which, I am sorry to observe, from your
Despatches, are not only as unremitting as ever, but are becoming still more
undisguised, and contlinue in most instances unpunished, to the disgrace of the
Island, and the apparent inetliciency of the Decrees of the Mother Country.

I enclose, for your information, the Copy of a Despatch which I have felt
it proper to address, upon this occasion, to His Majesty's Envoy at Madrid.*

' Tam, &ec.

His Majesty’s Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

* See Class B.

No. 78.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(. Received Sept.6.)

Sir, Hovannah, June 28, 1826.

WE had the honour of re:c‘eiving, on the 23d instant, your Despatch of the
10th of March last, in which you have been pleased to communicate to us,
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that the Additional Articles to the Treaty of 1817, which were signed under
the Government of the Cortes of Spain, have received the sanction of His Catho-
lick Majesty, and have been transmitted to the Authorities in Cuba.

These Articles, together with the Declarations signed at Madrid, on the
2d of February 1824, have lately been communicated by the Captain-Gene-
ral to the Mixed Commission. ’

We have the honour to be, &c.-

(Signed) ~ HENRY T. KILBEE.

The Right Hon. George Canning, ' - W.S. MACLEAY.
&ec. &c. &e. :
No. 79.

His Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Sept.6.)

Sir, : Havannah, June 30, 1826.

WE have the honour to enclose Copies of the Registei""< of the Slaves Eman-
cipated by Decrees of the Mixed Commission, since the date of Mr. Kilbee’s
Despatch of the 17th of December. They belonged to the Spanish Vessels
“ Magico,” “ Fingal,” and ¢ Orestes,” and amount, in all, to 445.

We have the honour to be, &ec.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) -~ H. T. KILBEE.
&e. §e. &ec. W. 8. MACLEAY.

* Magico 175. Fingal 58. Orestes 212. Total 445,

No. 80.

His Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning —(Received Sept.6.)

Sir, Havannah, July 1, 1826.
WE have the honour to forward to you, the Return required by the 75th
Section, 5 Geo. 4, Cap. 113.
We have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.
&e. &e. c. W. S. MACLEAY. .
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No. 81.
His Mujesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—({Received Sept.6.)

Sir, ' Havannah, July 3, 1826.

AS we stated in our Despatch of the 14th of June, we took an early
o .portunity of calling the attention of the Captain-General! to the Case of
the Spanish Schooner ¢ Carlota,” which sailed for the Coast of Africa in the
Month of July 1825, and returned in’ ballast on the 14th Ultimo, being
announced to have come from Bahia de todos Santos, although no doubt
existed that she was really from the Coast of Africa direct, and had landed a
Cargo of Slaves previously to her entering this Harbour.

We stated to his Exceilency, that this was one of those Cases, of which so
many had formerly been submitted to his consideration, of Vessels whicli -
are well known to have come frem the Coast of Africa with Negroes, re-

orting false Places of departure ; we put into his hands the Newspapers int
which the departure and arrival of the Vessel were announced, and we
expressed our regret at having to report this Case toour Government, so
shortly after the publication of the late Royal Order ot His Catholick Majesty,
issued expressly for the more effectual suppression of the Slave-trade.

The Captain-General replied, that that Royal Order committed the exa-
mination of Vessels coming from the Coast of Africa exclusively to the
Naval Department, from which he had received no Commupication what-
ever respecting the ¢ Carlota ;” and he recommended, that we should address
a Note to him upon the subject, which he said he would transmit to that
Department. ' o

We accordingly forwarded to him the Note, of which a Copy is enclosed,
and have received in Answer two Letters, of which Translations are also
enclosed ; in the first of which his Excellency apprizes us, that he had trans-
mitted our Note to the Commandant of the Naval Forces; and in the second
heinserts the Reply of the Latter, stating that the Case should be investigated.

We have the honour to be, &ec. A '
(Signed) H. T. KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, W.S. MACLEAY.

e &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 81.

The British Commissioners to the Captain-General. -

Sta, Havannah, June 22, 1826._

IN compliance with your Excellency’s desire, that we should state in writing what we men-
tigned to you yesterday verbally, we have the honour to apprize you, that we have observed the
arrival of the Spanish Schooner ¢ Carlota,” in ballast from Bahia de todes los Santos, an-
nounced in the ¢ Diario de la Havana,” of the 15th instant, which Vessel sailed from this Port
for Princes Island, on the Coast of Africa, on the 20th July-1825, and we confidently veuture to
assert, that ne serious doubt canbe entertained, indeed that it is a matter of notoriety, that, like
the numerous other Vessels which have entered this Port under similar circumstances, she has
really come direct from that Coast, and had landed a Cargo of Negroes in some of the Out-Ports of
this Island, previously to entering this Harbour. .

It will be most painful for us to have to report to our Government, this fresh Case of the
violation of our Treaty, so soon after the publication of His Catholick Majesty’s Royal Order of
the 2d of January last, which it was confidently expected, would serve effectually Lo put a stop-to
.the extensive illicit Slave-trade whicli has been so Jong carried on with this Island,

‘We avail ourselves, &c.
v {Signed) H.T.KILBEE.
His Excellency the Captain-Generale W. 8. MACLEAY.
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Second Enclosure in No. 81. {Translation.}

The Captain-Gencral to the British Commissioners.

‘GeNTLEMEN, ' Havannah, June 23, 1826,

1 HAVE written; under this day’s date, to the Commandant of the Naval Forces on this Station,
as follows : —

I forward to yeu the Translation of a Note which Messrs. H T, Kilbee and W. 8. Macleay,
have addressed to me, in which they state what they have observed respecting the arrival of the
Spanish Schooner *¢ Carlota,” in ballast, proceeding from Bahia de todos Santos, as announced
in the Diario of this City of the 15th instant, which I likewise enclose ; which Vessel sailed from
this Port for Princes Island, on the Coast ot Africa, the 20th of July last Year; with the other
matters to which those Gentlemen refer; enclosing also the Diario of the 21sc of July of last
Year, in order that, with all these betore you, you may be pleased to direct the investigation of
the Case, to. delermine what may be proper in contormity to the Treaty and Sovereign Orders
upon the subject.”

And I transmit this to you in reply to your aforesaid Note.

God preserve yon many Years,
The British Commissioners. (Signed) FRANC®. DION®. VIVES.

Third Enclosure in No. 81. {Translation.)
The Captain- General to the British Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Havannah, June 30, 1826.

‘THE Commandant of the Naval Forces on this Station, writes to me, under date the 25th
instant, .as foliows : — )

* Most Excellent Sir, An enquiry is now making into the circumstances, that may serve to
shew the nature of the Voyage of the Spanish Schooner ¢ Carlota,” from the departure of the
same from this Port on the 20th of July last Year, up to her return on the J4th instant, for the
purpose of ascertaining whether there be any ground for suspecting that she has been engaged in
the illicit Traffick in Slaves; and until 1 shall be enabled to communicate the resualt to your Ex-
cellrncy, 1 state this in immediare Reply to your Official Letter of the 23d instant, in which you
enclose a Translation of that ot Messrs. Kilbee and Macleay.”

And I transmit the above to you, in Reply to your Letter of the 22d instant, as I shall do what-
ever ele may be communicated to me upou the subject by the said Commandant,

God preserve, &ec.

The_British Commissioners. (Signed) FRANC®, DION®, VIVES.

No. 82.
M. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Forcign Office, September 11, 1826.

IN reference to my Despatch to you of the 31st July last, I send to you
the accompanying Extract of a Despatch, dated the 18th ult., which I have
received from His Majesty’s Envoy at Madrid,* on the subject of the Repre-
sentation made by you, as to the evasion of the Order recently })rorrlu]gated
by His Catholick Majesty, for the more effectual Suppression of the Slave-
trade in Cuba.

You will lose no opportunity of collecting and transmitting to me accurate
information, and supporting 1t, where you can, by collateral, in the absence of
any direct Evidence, of any facts whereupon His Majesty’s Government might
feel called upon to found Representations to the Government of Spain,
as to the non-exccution of the Treaty of 1817, and particularly on those

oints wherein the new Decree of The King of Spain shall appear to be
illusory in its effect. - Iam, &c.

His Majesty’s Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

% See Class B.



HavaNNaH. 121

No. 83.
Henry T. Kilbee, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq.—(Reccived October 14.)

Sir, Havannah, July 30, 1826.

THE state of my health rendering it necessary, as you will perceive by the
enclosed Certificate, that I should try the effects of a more moderate Climate,
I beg leave to apprize you of my intention to avail myselt of the leave
of absence for two Months, granted to me in your Letiers of the 13th Fe-
bruary 1823, and the 6th February 1824, to proceed to The United States.

I did not avail myself of this permission at the time it was granted, prin-
cipally on account of the absence of His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitra-
tion, conceiving that the Publick Service would be likely to suffer from the
absence of both the British Commissioners at the same moment. This
objection mow no longer exists, Mr. Macleay being upon the spot; “and
I purpose, therefore, leaving the Havannah by the first Vessel which shall
sail for New York.

I trust that this short absence from my Post, for the restorfition of my
health, after a constant residence here of seven Years, will not be considered
as precluding me from availing myself next Year of the permission to
return to England, granted by Mr. Secretary Canning, and communicated to
‘me in your Letter of the 10th December 1825,

I have the honour to be, &ec.

Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.
. :&’C. &C. &C. .

Enclosure in No. 83.

Medical Certificate.

1, THE Undersigned, Practitioner of Medicine, do hereby certify, that H. Kilbee, Faq. is
Isbouring under general debility, aud obstinate hernia humoralis, occasioned by a long residenee’
jn this Climate ; andI am of opinion that a change of Climate will slone be likely to effect thg

restoration of his health. ) . .
Havanrak, July 28, 1826. (Signed) WILLIAM D. CLARK, M. D.

No. 84.
W. S. Macleay, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning —( Received October 14.)

_(Extract.) Havannah, September 2, 1826.

IT is my painful daty to report to you an event, which I fear must tend
to encourage the numerous Persons in this Island, who are engaged In
the Traffick of Slaves, beyoud all their former expectations. )

Ou the Forenoon of the 16th ultimo, Captain Jackson, of His Majesty’s
Sloop ¢ Pylades,” being in company with His Majesty’s Schooner «“ Magpie,”
under his Orders, chased a Vessel into this Port, which now proves to be the
Spanish Schooner ¢ Minerva,” a Vessel that His Majesty’s Commissioners
had: the honour of reporting to you in their Despatch of the 16th of April of
this Year, as having sailed for the Coast of Africa, on the 3d of April last.

Being convinced that she was a regular Slave-trader, he sent in after her
an Officer, with Orders to visit: her, and then to report her arrival to the
Captain-General and Commandant of the Naval Forces. Owing to the
unfortunate circumstance of the two Lieutenants of the ¢ Pylades” being at
that moment on the Sick List, Captain Jackson was under the necessity of
employing for this Service Acting Lieutenant Mr. Nott, who, on going on
board the Vesgel, found her occupied by a Spanish Officer and Guard.

Mr, Nott then reported her to the Flag Ship in Port, as a Slave-trader, and
on requesting permission to search her, was referred to Commodore Laborde, .
_ then said to be at his House in Town. On calling at the Admiralty, he was
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told to scek the Commodore at the Governar'’s, and not finding him at the
Government-House, he reported the arrival of the “ Minerva” to some of the
‘Officers in-attendance on the Captain-General, when one of them, apparently
of rank, undertook to go immediately on board the suspicious Vessel, for the
purpose of making enquiries into the truth of the statement. He would not,
however, allow Mr. Nott to accompany him.

After the Spanish Officer had returned from his visit to the “Minerva,”
and had commuuicated with the Captain-General, he gave Mr. Nott, tounder-
stand that His Excellency did not feel himself authorised to submit any
information respecting her to Captain Jackson, until the Vessel had tbeen
officially reported to him by Commeodore Laborde; Mr. Nott accordingly
called a second time at the Admiralty, and, strange to say, was then told that
the Commodore had gone into the Country. ‘ .

Upon Mr. Nott's return to the “Pylades,” with intelligence so deeply impli-
cating the good faith and publick conduct of the Chief Authorities of the
Island, Caplain Jackson ordered Lieutenant Smith, in Hig Majesty’s Schooner
¢« Magpie,” to come into Port for the purpose of gaining further Intelligence.
By this time it was the general topick of conversation on the Wharfs, that
the ¢ Minerva” had actually upwards of 200 Negroes then on board. I have
since, however, been given to understand, that in the interval between Mr.
Nott’s departure tor his Ship, and Lieutenant Smith’s arrival in Harbour; twe
Boatfulls of Negroes were landed from the Schooner at Casa Blanca,a Village
on the side of the Port opposite to the Havannah.

However this ‘may be, Lieutenant Smith, on hearing the-story current
among the Merchants on the Wharfs, placed Mr. Nott in command of a
Boat, so as to watch the proceedings of the Schooner, and, between 11 and 12
at Night, this Officer ohserved no less than 6-Boats leave her, crowded with
Negroes, who were finally landed at one of the most publick Wharfs of the
Havannah.

Lieutenant Simith, with the most praiseworthy activity, lost no time in ac-
quainting both' the Captain-General and Commodore of this disgraceful
occurrence i Cdptain Jackson the following day'came into Harbour, in order
- to. report the whole of the circumstances to His Majesty’s Commissioners ;
and, in the mean time, Lieutenant Smith, having, by my advice, applied to
the. Commodore for permission to visit the Vessel, and obtained an Order for
that purpose, found every mark of her just having landed a Cargo of Slaves.

Captain Jackson, on his arrival in Harbour, addressed a Letter to me, a
Copy of which I have the honour to enclose, detailing the above circum-
stances, and I immediately transritted his Letter to the Captain-General,
stating, at the same time, that the “ Minerva” was reported in the Havannah
Journals of April last as having sailed for the Coast of Africa, and calling upon
him, in as respectful a manner as I could devise, to put the Spanish Laws,
and particularly the Royal Order, in force against such audacious Delinquents.
Anxious, however, not personally to displease him, I avoided as much as
possible dilating en that part of Captain Jackson’s Letter which so directly
affects the respounsibility of the Authorities, and told him, that I was con-
vinced he would take the proper measures to cause the Treaty and Royal Or-
der to be respected ; ¥ thonght.it right to say, that, although the ¢ Minerva”
had not been brought before the Mixed Commission as a Seizure under the
Treaty, she was obviousiy subject to the Spanish Laws; that, in fact, the
proofs were complete against her, and that it only remained for his Excellency
to put the Laws in execution.

Previously fo delivering my Letter, of which a copy is enelosed, ¥ Had
ealled upon his Excellency, in order.to ascertain his feelings on the subject,
and I learned from him, that, although he considered the Mixed Commission
as having no concern with the affuir, yet he was glad to have an opportunity
of informing me, that, in obedience to the late Royal Order, he had submitted
the whole .affair to the €ommiodore; and, although he could not believe
that the “"Minerva” had landed any Negroes, he had, in consequence of what
had been stated to him, issued the most positive directions to the Commissa-



Havanxan. 123

cios of the various Barrios or Wards of the City, to arrest any Negroes that
might have been landed. _ , ' ’

About this time, it appears that Captain Jackson thought proper, of his
own accord, to address a Letter to his Excellency, requesting permission to
search the suspicious Vessel.

The Captain-General, in reply to my Letter, transmitted Copies, herewith

enclosed, of the Answer he gave to Lieutenant Smith, on being informed by
that Officer of the disembarkation of the Negroes, and also of the answer he
made to Captain Jackson, ‘on being asked by him for permission_to seize the
« Minerva.”
" His Excellency then proceeds to state, that the Treaty confines all legal
.detentions to the High Seas, although he must have recollected that one of the
Vessels lately condemned by the Mixed Commission was taken, after having
been run ashore on the Coast of this Island. He likewise says, that he has
acted, throughout the whole affair, according to the Provisions of the late
Royal Order; that he considers the assertion of Mr. Nott and the British
Seamen, as to their having s2en the Negroes landed, to be utterly incredible ;
that, although the “ Minerva” is now reported from Porto Rico, and was for-
merly reported as having sailed for the Coast of Africa, there is ho necessary
jnconsistency in the two Statements, and, finally, that I may depend on his
attention to an affair, the cognizance of which coneerns hiraself alone.

It is worthy of observation, that his Excellency carefully avoids any allu-
sion to the remarkable facts set forth in Captain Jackson’s Letter to me, of
the “ Minerva” having been reported to him by Mr. Nott immediately on her
arrival, and of her having been then visited, not only by a Spanish Officer and
Guard, but by one of his  Excellency’s own Staff.

On the receipt of his Excellency’s Letter, of which a Translation is en-
closed, 1 saw that the scenes of January 1825, with respect to the «“ Magico,”
which Mr. Kilbee has set so fully before His Majesty’s Government, were
about to be repeated, with the important difference, 1ndeed, that the facts
here were as notorious as noon-day, and the principal actors Persons in Autho-
rity in the Istand. 1 accordingly addressed a Representation to the Governor
on the subject. - ~

"To this Letter, of which a Copy is herewith enclosed, his Execllency bas
replied in a tone -which has grieved me much ; first, as it affords not the
slightest hope of this Investigation under the Royal Order tending to any
good ; and secondly, inasmuch as he shews great dissatisfaction at my iuter- -
fering in the matter at all, and particularly at my blaming the conduct of
those Officers who visited the “ Minerva” on the 16th. v

His Excellency in this Letter, of which a Translation is enclosed,- still
avoids explaining the very extraordinary circumstances, of no measures being
taken with respect to her on the day of her arrival, although reported to him,
and visited by Spanish Officers and a Guard. He thinks proper to attribute
the whole story of the ¢ Minerva” being a Slave-trader, to idle rumour: he
denies that the Reports in the ¢ Diario” and Noticioso,” with respect to the
arrival and departure of Vessels, are Official, because they are not headed with
the words « De Officio,” a title which I may, by the way, observe, is only
used for the Promulgation of Decrees, &c. , v

His Excellency further states, in his Letter, that, although he continues to
consider the assertion of Mr. Nott, and the Seamen of the “Magpie” to be
quite incredible, he has, nevertheless, transmitted to the Oilice of the Marine
the proposition I made him, of examining these Witnesses of the disembarca-
tion, on Qath : hie finally denies that he has approved of that permission
given by the Commodore to Lieutenant Smith, by which this Officer was able
%o ascertain that the © Minerva” had just landed a Cargo of Slaves, and ob-
;jff'_cts to this Visit being made a precedent for any similar examination in

utuve, ' .
 The style in which this Letter is writter, betrayed such.displeasure at my
interference, that I judged it right to assure his. Excellgncy, that I had not

exceeded my daty so far as in my Letter directly to blame him, although he
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must feel that it was my office to make a full statement to him of zn event,
in which the responsibility and veracity of British Officers were so much con-
cerned ; and lastly, that'l trusted the harmony which has hitherto existed
between his Excellency and the British Commissioners, would not be disturbed
by this unpleasant Affair. '

I have the honour to enclose a Copy of this Letter, together with Copies
of the Letters written to the Captain-General, by Captain Jackson and Lieu-
tenant Smith, which I have requested from those Gentlemen, in order to make
the whole Correspondence on the Subject more complete.

It is with the greatest sorrow that I have now to acquaint you, that Lieu-
tenant Smith and ali the Crew of His Majesty’s Schooner « Magpie,” except
two, perished at Sea, close off the Havannah, on the 27th ultimo, owing to the
Vessel being upset in a squall: this melancholy accident has been a general
subject of conversation for some days past in the City: I was, therefore, not
a little surprized to receive a Letter to day from the Captain-General, re-
questing the attendance of Mr. Nott and the two Seamen of the *“ Magpie” to
give their evidence with respect to the landing of the Negroes; I have an-
swered his Excellency, that Mr. Nott fortunately happens to be now on
board the ¢ Pylades,” but that he alone survives of the Boat’s Crew, which
witnessed the disembarcation. '

Captain Jackson, however, has just informed me, that Captain Wade, the
Master of the “ Mary Braide,” a British Merchant Ship, trading between
this Port and Liverpool, also witnessed the landing, and has declared his
readiness to prove the fact on Oath before a Magistrate, as soon as he arrives
in England. '

From the various Letters of the Captain- General, and from the manner in
which the Investigation under the Royal Order has becn commenced, and
is now carried on, I do not, I confess, anticipate otherwise than the acquittal
of the ¢ Minerva,” in which case the Havanunah ‘will appear to the Slave-
traders to be at once the safest and most profitable Port for their Vessels to
enter; the Government having, I fear, already too plainly shewn, that it
only cousiders the Traffick in Slaves to be a crime when the Vessel has
allowed herself to be captured at Sea by a British Cruizer.

T am naturally anxious, with respect to the view that you, Sir, may be
pleased to take of my own conduct in this affair, -but I trust that it will
appear to you that I have endeavoured to make the strongest possible re-
presentation of the circumstances, without losing sight of that respect which
is due to the Local Government.. If I had suppressed any fact from the
knowledge of the Captain-General, I should be utterly unworthy the Office
I have the honour to lold, and yet, unfortunately, I could searcely hope to
state all the facts to him without giving offence.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Siguned) W.S. MACLEAY.
&e. &e. &c. 4

First Enclosure in No. 84.
Captain Jackson to 17. S. Macleay, Esq.

81z, His Mujesty’s Sloop “ Pylades,” Havannah, August 17, 1826,

YESTERDAY Morning, in company with His Majesty’s Schooner *¢ Magpie,” ¥ observed a
suspicious Vessel off Cablnas, which was chased by us'into this Port, :

An Officer was immediately dispatched after her, who wenr on board, and found there a Sparnish
Officer with a Guard ;- nevertheless his belief was strengthened that she had ~laves on board: he
then went to the Fiag Slip in Port, and stated that he believed ler to be from the Coast anf;ica '
and reques:ed permission and assistance to examine her; from theuce he was reterred to the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Naval Forces, residing at the Admiralty, where, on calling -and stating
_the suspicions he had, he was directed to seek him at the Governor's 5 oot finding him there, he
submitted the particulars already stated, for the information of the Governor, to several Oﬁic,ers
one of whom, apparently of rank, proceeded with him to the Wharf; with a view of makiné»
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farther enquiry; he went on board the suspicious Vessel for that purpose, desiring the Officer to
meet him at the Governor’s, where he should be furnished with every particular that he was
desirous of. ‘

" After the Spanish Officer had landed and communicated with the Governor, he gave him to
understand, that his Excellency did mot feel himself authorised to submit any particulars respect-
ing the Vessel, for the information of tlre Captain of the ¢ Pylades,” until she had been officially
reported to him by the Commander-in-Chief of the Naval Forces, to whose Department the
Case, ss it at present rested, entively belonged, and recommended him to acquaint the Commo-
dore of the circumstances, but on calling at the Admiralty Office, it was reported by the
:Officers in waiting, that the Commodore was in the Country. It then drawing towards sun-set,
the Officer returned to this Ship.”

Upon the receipt of this intelligence, I dispatched Lientenant Smith, in His Majesty’s Schooner
¢ Magpie,” into Hlavannah, to get every possible additional information i a circumstance’ so
suspicious. He, on going on shore, found a rumour prevalent in the City, that the Vessel in
quéstion had brought into Port between 200 and 300 Negroes.

This Officer, in obedience to my Orders, placed a Boat, in which was an Officer belonging to
this Ship, in such a situation us to observe the motions of the Schooner during the Nighr. Liev-
tenant Smith informs me, that between the hours of 11 and 12, the Officer of the Boat observed
no less than 6 Boats leave the Vessel, with a number of Negroes crowded in the hottom of eaeh,
who were finally landed at the Shipping Wharf, near the Church of San Francisco.

Lieutenant Smith also informs me, that he lost no time in acquainting the Captain-General and
Commander-in-Chief of the Naval Forces, of the whole particulars, and that he had permission
from the Commodoreto go on board and examine her, in company with his Aid-de-Camp, when
he had inidlubitable proof of her having had on board, and very recently landed a Cargo of Slaves.

I have endeavoured to be exact in relating every circumstance relative to this Vessel, and
am convinced in my own mind, and perbaps you will agree with me, of the impossibility. of a
Vessel arriving in this Port, hauling into 2 regular discharging Wharf, and finally disembark-
ing upwards of 200 Slaves at that hour of the Night, without the knowledge of the Police of this
City. 1, therefore, am of opinion, that the Vessel can be proceeded against by due course of
Law, and have to request you will be plessed to adopt such measures as you may see necessary in
this Case. And bave the honour, &ec, &c,

. 8. Mocleay, Esq. (Signed) G. V. JACKSON, Commander.

Second Enclosure in No 84.
*The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Coptain- General.

Sy, Havannah, dugust 18, 1826.

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency the Copy of a Letter, dated yesterday,

swhich 1 have this moment received from Captain Jackson, Commander of His Britannick Ma~
jesty’s Sloop ¢ Pylades,” and from which it appears that, on the 16th instant, when in company
with His Majesty’s Schoounet “* Magpie,” under bis orders, he chased a Vessel into this Port,
awhich now proves to be the Spanish Schooner ¢ Minerva.””
" The circumstances under which she escaped from him were so suspicious, that Captain Jackson
thought it ‘his duty to remain off the Harbour, and to dispatch an Officer of his Ship to-visit the
Vessel in Port, and afterwards infori your Excellency, and the Commander in Chief of the Naval
Forces on the Station, of her arrival, in order that .she might be searched by the proper
Colonial Authorities, apd that she might, if found guilty of a violation' of the Treaty for the
abolition of illicit Slave-trade, be forthwith brought to condign justice. This Gentleman,. on
visiting brer, having failed to get any intelligence from the Spanish Officer, who appears to have
boarded her previous to his approach, proceeded, according to his Instructions, to state the affair
to your Excellency, when one of the Officers, as he believes, of your Staff, most readily undertook
to make an immediate Investigation on board, the result of which, however, is not known,

The British Officer, moreover, endeavoured to call the attention of the Commander-in-Chief of
the Naval Forces to the suspicious Vessel, but was not fortunate enough to find him either on
‘oard his Flag Ship, or at the House of the Admiralty.

The appearance of the Vessel was, however, so decidedly indicative of her having been engaged
iu the illicit Traffick of Slaves, that Captain Jackson in the Evening ordered His Majesty’s
Schooner «¢ Magpie” to proceed into Port in order to obtain further information. On his arrival
in Town, Lieutenant Smith, the Commander of this Schooner, tound it a matter of publick
conversation, that the ** Minerva” had, at that very moment, upwards of 200 Negroes on board,
Governed, Liowever, by his respect for the Flag of His Catbolick Majesty, and the high authority
delegated to your Excellency, and, moreover, considering the Vessel, in consequence of the
previous information given to you by Captain Jackson, to have been necessarily examined, nay,
knowing ber to be even still remaining under the immediate inspection of the Spanish Officers,
awho had been seen on board, Lieutemant Smith refrained from detaining her while actually in
Port, and bringing her as a British Capture before the Mixed Commission, He- therefore, con=
tented himself with strictly observing her proceedings, the consequence of which was, that at a
very lae hour of the same night, an Officer, and two men under his orders, saw 6 Boats put ‘pﬁ'
from the Vessel, and, on approaching them, these Bouts were observed: to be crowded with Ne.
groes, who were at length landed at one of the most publick Wharfs of the Havannah : having
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followed the Boats closely, the Officer and men say, that they are now ready to support this most
important fact on oath. . .

I'have further to remark that, aceording to Captain Jacksow’s Letter, it appeais that Lleutfe_nant
Smith, who, by virtue of an Order from the Commandant of the Naval Forces, had autlmn}y to
visit the ¢ Minerva* yvesterday afternoon, found all the peculiar and well-known marks of ber
having been fitted out for the Slave-trade. I observe iu the ¢ Noticioso,” that the Vessrel is thex;e}
reported as having now come fram Puerto Rico in ballast; but it appears ‘Tom the ¢ Noticioso
of the 4th April Just, that she sailed from this Port for Princes Island on the 3d of @har Mouth,

In short, T grieve to say, that this Vessel presents a clear and incontesiable instance of the
solemu Treaty between onr respective Governments, being notoriously violated under the very eye
of the Publick Authorities, and of the late Royal Order of His Catholick Majesty, being completely
set at defiance,

"It hias been the invariable usage for the British Commissioners to represent to your Exqellcr}cy
every circumstance appearing to them to be an infraction of the '_I‘rentyj‘, previously to performing
their painful duty of submitting it to the consideration of His Majesty’s Government 5 this course
of proceeding I now follow, but T cannot avoid seizing the opportunity it aﬂm‘(:ls of expressing my
conviction, that so audacious a violation ot the late Royal Order of His Catholick Majesty, and so
open an insult to your Excellency’s authority, when thus placed bevond ali doubt by the Evidence
of British Officers, canuot escape the most minute investigation in the proper Quarter_; ]'am very
far indeed from presuming to point out the line of conduct which the Goverument of this Island
ought to pursue in an affair of this importance, but 1 may observe, that, al{lmue;h Captain Jackson
has not brought the ¢ Minerva*” before the Mixed Commission, this Ve-sel and the h\‘.egnl)es
arrived in her are st subject to the provisions of the Royal Order, as well as to anterios Spanish
Laws ; and the aversion which your Excellency has so lately and humsgnely declared yourself to
bear towards this detestable Traffick. when connected with the anxiety which Fis Catholick
Majesty has shewn to extinguish it, make me confilent that ere this you have occasioned every
measure to beadopted that the circumstances so imperiously require

I avail myself, &e.

His Excellency the Captain- General. (Sigued) W. S. MACLEAY.
Third Enclosure in No. 84, (Translation.)

The Captain-General to Lieutenant Smith.

Sig, Havapnah, dugust 17, 1826,

I HAVE veceived your Letter of this date, in which you inform me of the disembarkation of
various Negroes from a Schooner which entered tlis Port yesterday, when chased by His Britan-
nick Majesty’s Ship ¢ Pylades ;°* the circumstances of this affair falling properly within the cog-
nizance of the Commodore on this Station, I have transmitted, this day, your Letter to him that
he may take measures accordingly, and I have, moreover, given the nuce‘ssm’y orders to the Peury
Justices, that they muy make the most secret and active enquiries on the subject of this said
disembarkation. ' ‘God preserve, &c. .
Licutenant Smith, Commander of His (Signed) FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES.

Britannick Majesty’s Schooner <¢ Magpie,” ‘

Fourth Enclosure in No. 84. (Translation.)

The Captain-General to Captain Jackson.

Sig, Havannah, dugust 19, 1826,

AS soon as T received Lieutenant Smith’s Letter, dated 17th instant, intorming me of the
circumstances attending the arrival of the Spanish Schooner, I transmitred it to the Commandant
of t!le Naval Forces, for his information, in order that he might take the necessary measures in
conformity with the Royal Order of my August Sovereign, dated 2d January of the present Year,
The Commodore has since replied, that he is now occupied with the affaiv, and, if trom the result
of his enquiries, he sliould find sufficient reason for proceeding against the said Schooner, he will
do it by means of the Tribunal of this Captaiucy General, to which the affair exclusively belongs,
in contformiry to the said Royal Order.

Thus bave I answered your Letter of yesterday. God preserve, &e

Cuptain Jackson, Commander of His Britan- (Signed) FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES.
aick Majesty's Ship < Pylades”

Fifth Enclosure in No. 84. (Translation.)
The Captain-General to the British Commiissioner of Arbitration.

Six,

1 HAVE now before me your Letter of Yes:erday,
Commander of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Pylades,”

Havannah, dugust 19, 1826,

and also the Copy of the Letter which the
addressed to you, wherein he states, that he gave
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chase o a Vessel, now proved to be the ¢ Minerva,” and which entered into this Port on the
16th instant.

You relate at length the various circumstances which rendered this Schooner suspicious, and as
the facts to which you refer were, for the most part, commanicated to me on the 17th instant, by
the Commander of His l\leyyesty’a: Schooner ¢ Magpie,” I enclose a Copy of my Answer to him,
in order that you may bz aware of the measure 1 took ; Ilikewise enclose, for the same reasom,
a Copy of the Reply 1 gave yesterday on this affair to the Commander ot His Britannick
Majesty’s Ship Pylades,” '

You inform me that Licutenant Smith, governed by his respect for His Majesty’s Flag, and for.
the high authority which The King, my Master, has delegated to me, refrained from detaining
the ¢ Minerva ™ while she was in Port, aud from bringing her as a British Capture before the
Mixed Commission; from this it would appear that Lieutenant Smith might have made himself
Master of the Vessel, and that he only refrained from pure deference to the motives you mention.
Neither in the Lreaty of 1817, nor in the Royal Order of 10th February last, wherein His Majesty
directs the observance of the Additional Articles, nor in the Royal Order of the 2d January last,
is there any door open for such an absurdity on the part of Lieutenant Smith ; on the contrary,
the conditions under which Vessels may be detained by Ships-of-War, are very clear, that is, the
detention must always take place on the High Seas, with every attention that is due between
Friendly and Allied Nations.

The ¢ Minerva™ being anchored within the Port, under thefire of the Fort and Squadron, and
in the view of all the Superior Authorities of the lsland, it would have been a violation of the
imnl\unity of His Majesty’s Territory, on the part of Lieutenadt Swmith, to have taken possession
of her. ‘ : :

My proceedings in the affair have been in exact conformity with the Royal Order of the 2d of
January last, and the Office of Marine proceeds, as if the Vessel had.come from the Coast
of Africa, to the examination of the Log-book, and the verification of the facts stated by
“the Commanders of His Britaunick Majesty’s Vessels ©* Pylades” and ‘* Magpie.” I have, more-

~ over, issued orders to the Petty J ustices to investigate the dizembarkation of Negroes, asserted to
have been seen late at Night by three Individaals of the < Magpie,” and to have taken place on
the Wharf of San Fraucisco, a thing quite incredible that a contraband of this sort could be intro=~
duced into a City so populous, and in which Rounds and Patroles cross each other the whole
night. '
’ g_Every requisite aid has been afforded to facilitate proofs of the Schooner ¢ Minerva,” having
come from the Coast of Africa, and among others, leave was given to Lieut, Smith to visit her
accompanied by an Officer of the Commodore on this Station ; and you inform me, that he fouu(i
on board all the peculiar and well known marks of her belng fitted out for the importatiow of
Slaves. 1 this day transmit these particulars to the Commodore, in order that he may enquire
into the facts, and proceed accordingly ; altbough T should suppose that the Spanish Officer
above-mentioned must have made a report ‘tg him of his observations; I also call the
attention of the Commodore to the observation you make, with respect to the destination
for which you say the ‘¢ Minerva” sailed in April last, and her arrival from Puerto Rico
although 1 do not perceive any inconsistency in- the two statements, and the truth must appea;
from the Log-book. : .

You may rest persu‘aded that I shall take my measures conformably to the Tredty, its Additional
Articles, and the Royal Ovder of the 24 of January last, and proceed in the investigation ana
punishment, if it should be necessary, of this affair, according to the existing Laws ; it being well
anderstood that the cognizance of such matters, according to what His Majesty has heen pleased
to regulate in the aboye Royal Order, conceras me alone, as advised by my Assessor,

. : God preserve, &e. &c. v

The British Commissioner oj Arhitration, (Signed) FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES.

Sixth Enclosure in No. 84.

The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain-General.

Six, " Havannah, August 21, 1826.

.1 HAVE just had the honour of receiving your Excellency’s Letter, dated the 19th instant,
with Copies of two Letters addressed by, you to the Commanders of His Majesty’s Vessels
s« Pylades” and ¢ Magpie,” on the subject of the ¢ Minerva.”.

From the manner in which your Excellency has been pleased to discuss certain of the varions
motives of Lieutenant Swmith, for not -attempting to detain the ¢ Minerva," and to bring
her before the Mixed Commission, I am led to imagine that you suppose that I do not believe
them to have been perfectly correct, whereas, on the contrary; 1 am convinced that the union of
activity and moderation shown by this Officer, and his Commander, Captain Jackson, through{mg
the whole aftair, and above all, the very high respect which, as was their duty, they have
both manifested to the Flag and Fort of His Catholick Majesty, and to your Excellency’s Supreme
Authority, will meet with the entire approbation of their Government.

They never could have viewed, for a moment, the possibility of detaining the Vessel against the
will of your Excellency, much less did they ever indulge a wish so to do; but they certainly
reckoned, that when employed in fulfilling the humane object of so many Laws of His Catholick
Majesty, they would have met ‘with every assistance from the Spanish ‘Officers who visited
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‘the “¢ Minerva,” ‘towards the execution of these Laws, and -tliat if the Vessel was not ‘imme-
«diately seized by the Spanish Authorities, they might have been at least allowed to search or de-
rtain her themselves, ‘

My sole object, therefore, for stating the various motives for Lieut, Smith’s conduct, was
to shew that he was not restrained from detaining this Schooner, by the least doubt as to her
having been engaged i illicit Slave-trade, and being, therefore, justly.condemnable under the
Mixed Commission, ‘but -by-considerations of a wholly different, though‘uparamount nature,

Your Excellency is aware that, by the Treaty of 1817, in the’ event of .a detention being de-
¢lared illegal by the Mixed Commission, -the Captor is bound to pay the damages that may have
been incurred ; yet Lieutenant Smith, and his Commander, Captain Jackson, were shoth so com-
‘vinced ot her guilt, as to be ready so tar to tuke all the responsibility on themselves and only re-
frained from detaining her on account of the very proper and valid reasons which I have already
‘had the honour of stating to your Excellency. ‘

Considering this violation of the Laws to be so flagrant, they may perhaps have calculated
-on your Excellency’s permission to search her, but the respect due’ to the Flag and Fort of
His Catholick Majesty would not allow them to anticipate it.

The 5th Article of the Treaty expressly states, that ‘¢ whenever a Ship-of-War shall meet
a Merchant-man liable to be searched, it shall be done with every a:tenti‘on which is due between
Friendly and Allied Nations,” :

Aud it is clear, theretore, that-if Captain Jackson, or Lient. Smith, had your Excellency’s per-
mission to detain this ¥essel, or even if, after her entry, she had been seized by any of the Spanish
*Craizers now in this Harbour, the circmustance of her having been detained in Port, would not of
itself have withdrawn her from the jurisdiction of the Mixed Commission, or have rendered her
less liable to condemuation under it.

J-am not aware that the Treaty any where limits the detention of ‘S“la‘ve--vessels to the High
Seas; and, consequently, if a detention in Port could bave taken place with regard to that recis
procal respect and attention which is due between Friendly and Allied Nations, then, in my humble
opinion, that detention must have been beld so far perfectly legal,

In my lasr Letter I ventured to express my conviction, that, althongh the ‘“ Minerva™ has not
fallen within the province of the Mixed Commission, your Excellency would proceed against her
‘under the late Royal Order, and the Royal Ceduia of December 1817, and I experience great
pleasure in observing, that your Excellency is now pleased to'cenfirm that opinion, and thereby te
Prave your anxiety to preserve that excellent understanding which now so happily exists between
«our respective Nations.

Your Excellency apprises me that the Office.of Marine proceeds, under the Royal Order, against
the *“ Minerva,” as if she had come from the ‘Coast of Africa, by first examining her Log-Book,
and then verifying the various facts recited by the Commanders of the  Pylades’ and «¢ Magpie.”

" As ‘to theVessel having come from the Coast of Africa, it is matter ot such publick notoriety
in the Havannah, as to be beyond all dispute ; but, were it not perfectly notorious, it is proved,
by the Vessel baving been officially reported in the ‘* Diario™ and ¢ Notiticso* as having sailed for
Princes Isldnd, by ber not subjecting herself to examination by the ¢ Pylades,” by her having
‘been seen by several competent Witnesses to land Negroes, and by the appearance she presented
ito Lientenant Smith, of having just landed a cargo of slaves; supposing even that it should turn
-out, \that,'-before she reached the African Shore, she supplied herself wiFh a cargo of slaves from
-another Vessel, she is not the less guilty, nor the less liable to condenimation.

As to thé verification-of the facts stated by the British Officers, 1 humbly trust, that your Ex-

-cellency will see the absoluté necessity of preventing the Tribunal to which the < Minerva™ is now
subjected, from coming to any decision contrary to the evidence of competent Witnesses, without
giving them an opportunity of supportiug their assertions by oath, particularly when these Persons,
Jin interfering now, can have no possible object beyond their anxious desire for the elucidation of
truth. 1 beg leave, therefore, to observe, that, previously to his sailing on his present Cruize,
I had prepared Captain Jackson, for the possibility of the evidence of the Officer, Mr. Nott,
and two men being required under the Royal Order; and that 1 have aufbority to state, that his
intention is to retuin into Harbour ina few days, under the expectation c:tf your Excellency deem-
ing their evidence necessary. ) .
. Your Excellency expresses great doubt that the slaves could be landed, svithout detection, in the
«centre.of a City so populous as the Havannah, exposed all night to the watches and rounds of the
Police. To this I have merely to reply, that Mr. Nott and two men are ready o prove the fact of
1he disembarkation, on cath; and, that it is impossible they should be under any tistake, as they
followed the Boat so close as not merely to see the Negroes crowded in the bottom, but even to
have had a log of wood thrown.at them by some Perscn concerned in this criminal transaction,

Indeed 1 am quite sure that your Excellency is not prepared to deny thelanding of these slaves 5
a fact perfectly notorious, and which, I understand, has been even boasted of by those concerne&
in the disensbarkation, ‘

I must, therefore, with regret, expressamy entire acquiescence in your Excellency's remark,~a
vemark indeed already made by Captain Jackson—that this event could not have taken place w’ibh-
out the knowledgeof the City Police; but, if it most clearly appears that a Vessel, with slaves on
board, may be chased by a British Cruizer into the Port of the Havannah, may beimwmediately re-
ported as sucl to the proper Awthoritics, may be visited by Spauish Officers and a guard of Soldiers
and all this in open day, without such-eircumstances leading to her immediate seigure : it is c-!if:
ficult to believe that an inferior Officer, whether Civil or Military, would think it his dfu,ty to pre
vent the disembarkation of the Negroes, knowing them not to have been arrested by day-lilg)ht
when the fact of the Vessel’s containing Slaves was niaiter of pubbick conversation on the Wharfl
e would scarcely’ conceive himself called upon to arrest them under the shade of night ami
would, perhaps, .even consider, that, in refraining from arresting them, he complied with tl’xe'iu..
dentions of some Superior, It appears to e, therefore, that the ciroumsiance ‘of the disem~
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barkation not being denounced by the City Police, proves nothing but their remissness, which was
otherwise probable.

It is indeed lamentable to think that, although the Evidence against this Vessel be complete, in
el its parts, and quite incontrovertible. it should rést solely on the Evidence of British Subjects,
and that, through their engrgy-and activity, it appears but too clear, thata Slave-vessel may arrive
in open day in the Havannah, and discharge her Cargo, without being denounced or prevented by
any Subject of His Catholick Majesty.,

“That remissness of duty, nay, absolute connivance at the detestable objects of this Vessel, is
justly imputable to some one or other of the Individuals who visited the ¢*Minerva” in their
official capacity, must, 1 fear, be too manifest to both our Governments, on this Affair being re-

resented to them ; and I am certain your Excellency will agree with me, from the triumphant tone
which the Friends of illicit Slave-trade assume, in speaking of this Event, that if the conduct of
those whose duty it was to examine the Vessel, passes without remark, they will deem the safe
disembarkation of these Negroes to have been viewed with satisfaction by the Government of the
Island, instead of being a crime which the honour of both our Governments requires to be:
punished. ‘ ‘

1t is in this view of the matter that I may be permitted to express my satisfaction, that your Ex-
cellency has been pleased to approve of the Order given to Lieutenant Smith by the Commandant
of the Naval Forees, in virtue of which he was able, in company with a Spanish Officer, to ascer-
tain,. for all the purposes of legal proof, according to Captain Jackson’s statement, that the
¢« Minerva’ had just landed a Cargo ot Slaves. -

With reference to my remark, on the difference between the Official Reports in the Noticioso, of
the destination of this Vessel, when she sailed from this Harbour in April last, and of the Flace
from which she is now said to have arvived, your Excellency is pleased to observe, that there may
still be no inconsistency in these different Statements : of this I was perfectly aware, but the prac-
tice of officially reporting in the Journals false Places of departure of Vessels known to have come
from the Coast of Africa, is'so well known, as already to have been the subject of Communications
between your Excellency and my Colleague, Mr. Kilbee ; and I think that your Excellency will
perceive that the discrepancy, which now exists, is more unfortunate evidence for the innocence of
this Vessel, than it she had been reported direct from the Coast of Africa, particularly when, in
place of arriving in pallast, Negroes were seen to be landed from her: had she been innocent,
there would have been no necessity for any equivocation on her part,

The whole Case, in short, from beginniug to end, is so plain, so supported by direct and indi-
rect evidence, and withall so notorious, that the very attempts of the ** Minerva™ to prove herself
innocent, only tead more to her Condemnation, and, unless the Treaty, and "His Catholick Ma~
jesty’s Cedula of 1817, together with the Royal Order of the 2d of January last, be all consi-
dered as perfectly nugatory, I cannot conceive how this Vessel can possibly avoid Condemnation,
or her Crew escape punishment. = As for the Negroes they are legally free already, by the very
circumstance of their having been just landed, so that it only remains for the Government to dis-
cover them, which, as the landing and dispersion of them could not have taken place without the
knowledge of the Police, can, of course, be easily effected. ) .

I regret beyond measure this unfortunate occurrence, but I trust that your Excellency is con-
vinced that 1 have studiously endeavoured to represent the whole details to you with the utmost
deference:-indeed, from gratitude for the urbanity which you bave always been pleased to evince
towards me, in the various Communications I have had the honour of holding with you, I should
be wanting in duty to myself had it been otherwise ; but, above all, T should fail in that deep re-
spect which 1 owe your Excellency, as the Representative of His Catholick Majesty, and, moreover,

Dbe at the most egregious variance with my Official Instructions, did I venture to interfere with an
investigation, that now, as you justly observe, concerns your Excellency alone.

1am, indeed, persuaded that every care will be taken to cause the Treaty and the Royal Order
to be respected; and, if 1 may at any time have appeared to say more than the Case required, L
trust you will attribute it, not to any intention to pass presumptuously beyond the strict line of my
duty, but to a natural anxiety that the details ot this affair may be seen by the Authorities of this
Island in their true light, and, that both our Governments may be convinced not only that justice
Tas been dove to all Parties, but that those Persons here, whose office it is on each side to carry
the ‘[reaty into execution, have done all that could be expected of them. }

- o 1 avail, &e.

His Estellency the Captain-General. (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY.

. Seventh En'closure‘ n No.’ 84. (Translation.)
The Captain-General to the British-Commissioner of Arbitration.

Six, Huvannah, August 25, 1826.

WHILE I considered your wishes complied witli, in the Answer, which, on the 19th instant,
1 returned to your Lettér of the previous day, inasmuch as I.then conclusively mavifested my in-
tention to conform my measures in the affair of the suspicious Schooner ‘ Minerva®’ to the Treaty
of 1817, its Additional Articles, and the Royal Order ‘of the 2d of January last, I have received
your Letter of the 915t instant, in which the same details are recapitulated, but-in a manner that
has not a little surprised me, by the mode in which, quitting your functions as a Judge of the
Mixed Commission, you endeavour to give them an unrecognized extension, for the purpose of
“blaming those high Authorities of the Islaud, who are responsible for their conduct only to their
August Sovereign, ' oo ‘ . :
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T have constantly endeavourcd to preserve the greatest harmony both with you and.with Mr:
Kilbee, in the fulfilment of my duty, and of the Soveieign Orders of His Majesty ; T have paid the:
greatest deterence to the various hints that the Commissioners of His Britannick Majesty, and the
.Commanders of his Cruizers, have given to me; and when I confided in the candour of my pro-
-ceedings, I observe, with regret, that my complaisance in receiving their Communications has not
‘been sufficient to prevent our Correspondence in this affair of the *“ Minerva” from taking a dis-
-agreeable character, in consequence of the mode in which you express yourself in the Letter I am
‘now about to answer,

“In the second and following paragraphs you repeat the motives of Lieutenant Smith for not
-detaining the ¢ Minerva,” and-say, that his respect for His Catholick Majesty's Flag, and my
-supreme authority, deserve the approbation of His Britannick Majesty’s Government, On this:
‘head I have nothing to say, further, than that you may rest persuaded that the T'reaty and the
:Sovereign dispositions of the 10th of February last, by which His Majesty dircets the observance
of the Additional Articles, bear reference only to Cruizers on the High Seas, while the Royal Or-
der of the 2d of Junuary this Year, refers to the Vessels which arrive from-the Coast of Africa in
:this Port, as well as in all others of His Majesty's Possessions. The examination of the Log-
Book belongs to the Office of the Marine; and if there should be found any motive of suspicion
-that the Vessel has either bronght or clandestinely disembarked Negroes, that Qffice is bound to
render account thereof immediately to the Captain-General, who is then to proceed according to
-the particular nature of the affair, and to the Laws prevailing on this subject. T'o detain or visit
a Vessel within the Port, would be to usurp the province of the Resident Authorities, and to attack
-the Independence and Sovereignty of the Spanish Naiion. [n another paragrapl of your Letter,
you seem to found your belief of the ‘¢ Minerva™ having arrived from the Coast of Atrica, on the
.publicity and notoriety of the affair ; and you say, even if it bad not been notorious, it is proved
by the Vessel being announced officially as having sailed for Princes Island by the Diario and
‘Noticioso, The same observation was made in your former Letter, und,-as I said in my An-
-swer, 1 transmitted that Letter to the Commandant of the Marine, in order that it wmight have its
proper effect in the enquiry that has taken place, in conformity to the Royal Order of the 2d of
January last. : : '

" With respect to the publicity and notoriety of the affair, which you allude to and regard as
Jproof, itis requisite that when similar rumours are circulated, that he who Knows this Country
well should recollect, that the People here are accustomed to amuse themselves with all sorts of
-talk, fostering their curiosity with the most ridiculous and imprebable reports, which spread with
suich velocity as to make it impossible to discover their origin,

Iu the Havannah there is no Official Journal, and .when the Government makes a communica-
‘tion to the Publick, then the Article necessarily bears the heading ¢ Die Officio,” in order that it
ay be distinguished from the others which are the productions either of the Editors, or of
Private Individuals. If you bad ‘attentively read my Correspondence with Mr. Kilbee, you would
‘have been convinced of this circomstance, at least so far as not to think that the information
#fom the Publick Papers, without this requisite, possesses the character De Officio

Continuing iy deference towards the information you afford me, as likely to elucidate this dis-
-agreeable affair, I have transcribed for the Commandant of the Marine, that passage of your
‘Letter wherein you request, that the Declarations may be heard, of the Officer, and two other
‘Witnesses, who are ready to prove the fact of the disembarkation of the Negroes ; this 1 have

done in‘order that the said Commandant-in the enquiry which is now going on, may avail himself
-of these Declaratious, and act according as he may judge proper, since to him alone belongs
such examination, couformably to the Royal Order of 2d January last, In this particular I can
.do no more. ‘

You next say, that the fact of the disembarkation ot the Negroes is well known in the Havan
«nzh, and that some have even been known to boast of having been-employed in this transaction,
Here, you again depend on the vulgar reports of idle Persons in order to present them as proofs,
Ata time when the judicial enquiry is going on, prudence dictates that we should wait the con-
~clusion of the competent Judges, in order to form an exact and true Jjudgment of the affair, and

' not allow our imaginations to advance an opinion, founded on popular conversation,

As little does it give voom to just suspicion with respect to the Schooner’s guilt, that she should
have, as you say, fled from the Engli_sh Ships-ot-War, when she perceived them following her,
because Privateers and Insurgent Ships-of-War, when they chase our Vessels, frequently make
.use of the English and American Flag, '

Is my former Letter of the 19th instant, I informed you that my proceedings in this affair had
‘been in exact conformity with the above mentioned Royal Order of 2d January last, and that the
+Office ot Marine proceeds, as if the Vessel had come trom the Coast of Africa, to the examination of
~the Liog-Book, and then to the verification of the facts stated by the Commander ot His Majesty’s
Ship < Pylades,”” and of His Schooner “Magpie” In addition I have issued orders to the Petty
Justices to inguire inte the disembarkation of the Negroes, which it is asserted, was seen late at
night by 3 Individuals of the said Schooner, and which took place near the Wharf of San Fran-
«cisco : a circumstauce which I deem incredible, namely, that a contraband of this kind should be
ziutmduct_:d into a populous City, where the Rounds and Patroles cross each ether the whole night.

- On this last head, you say that Mr. Nott and 2 men are ready to prove on oath the fact of the
;dx,sembarkzmoq, and 1, with the same respect which I have always paid to your Communicatious,
:have given notice of this to the Marine, that they, in consequence, may adopt suitable measures.

I am very sorry, however, that you shuuld have been able to deduce from this fact, that it is
difficult to believe that an inferior Officer, whether Civil or Military, would think it his duty to
prevent the disembarkation of the Negroes, or, that knowing them not to have been arrested by
Aay-light, when the fact of the Vessel's containing Slaves, was a matter of publick conversation,
hie would conceive himself called upon to arrest them under the shades of night, and would not
perhaps even .consider, that in refraining from arresting them he complied with the intentiong of
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some Superior, From this supposition, which is so very violent, and at the same time unfounded,
there results a real inculpation of the Superior Anthoriries of this Island, who are now proceeding
in the matter conformably to the Sovereign Orders, and, as 1 repeat, who are responsible for their
conduct to their August Monarch zlone.

When, in your Letter of the 18th instant, you informed me that Lieatenant Smith, in virtue of
an order from the Commodore, had, in company with a Spanish Officer, passed aboard the
<« Minerva,” and had there found all the peculiar marks of her being fitted out for the importa-
tion of slaves, I answered you, that I should transmic this information to the aforesaid Commo-
dore, in order that the affaiv might be cleared up, and that he might take the proper steps there-
upon, altbough the Officer who accompanied Lieutenant Smith, ought to have already reported
to his Chief, whatever had been observed by the British Officer,.

1 considered that complaisance on the part of the Marine as a proof of the frankness and
respect which we have always observed towards the Commissioners and Officers of His Britannick
Majesty ; but now that | perceivé from your Letter, that you have formed an idea of my having
approved of the permission given to Licutenant Swmith, to visit the ‘¢ Minerva,” I ought to
reetify this mistake, that this visit may never be adopted ag a precedent ; explaining to you clearly,
that the Commodore might, in the execution of his functions, through pure urbanity, have com-
plied with the wishes of Lieutenant Smith ; that he certainly did not ask my approbation of the
measure ; and that I do not sce, in my Letter, any expression soflicient to fead you to suppose
that I approved of it. ’

This is all I have to say in reply to your last Letter, and with this our Correspondence on the
affair ought to cease: and as in the Regulations for. the Mixed Commission, your tunctions are
clearly warked out, 1 Lope that hereafter you will confine yourself strictly to them.

God preserve you, &c.
The British Commissioner of Arbitration. (Sigoed) ~ FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES,

Eighth Eunclosure in No. 84.

The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain-General.

Sig, Havannah, August 26, 1826.

1 OBSERVE with the greatest regret, from your Excellency’s Letter of yesterday, that I am -
thought to have exceeded the bounds of my Official Duty, in making my last representdtion to
you on the subject of the ¢ Minerva,” and to have encroached, as most assuredly was quite con-
trary to my intention, on that Authority which bélongs to the Government of this Island:

Your Excellency, on a reperusal of my Letter, will, however, as 1 hope, perceive that I have not
forgotten my duty, so far as in that Letter to attribute blame, on my own part, to the Supreme
Government, My Office certainly does not entitle me to take such a liberty. . I have read over
my Letter carefully, and I find that the passages which have excited your chief displeasure, are
those wherein 1 have recorded, as was my duty, the opinions of Captain.Jackson, Lieutenant Smith
and others. 1 lament, therefore, exceedingly, that youshould be dissatisfied with my remarks on
the Case of the ¢ Minerva,” a subject upon which I perfectly adopt the opinion of your Excel-
lency, that T am not called upon to address you further. »

I am coafident, however, that, when your Excellency takes into consideration how deeply the
responsibility, and even veracity of British Officers, have been concerned in this most disagreeable
affair, you will deem me justified in viewing it as one in which I might have been excused for
making a moré detailed statement to you than usual.

I cannot conclude without saying, that I well kuow, and shall ever gratefully recollect, your
constant disposition to cultivate the best personal understanding with Mr Kilbee and myself; and
1 further beg to assure your Excellency, that nothing would grieve me more in my private as well
as publick capacity, than to think that this harmony should for an instant be disturbed,

) 1 avail myself, &ec. -
His Excellency the Captain-General. (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY.

Ninth Enclosure in No. 84.
| Captain Jackson to the Captain- General.

Six, His Britannick Majesty’s Ship ¢ Pylades,” Havannah, dugust 18, 826.

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that, on the 16th instaut, T chased a Schooner
into this Port, and had very strong suspicion she was engaged in illicit Slave-trade.

1 consequently sent a Boat, with an Officer to ascertain the truth, upon whose report I deemed
it necessary to send Lieat. Smith in His Majesty's Schooner ¢ Magpie” into this Port, who,
‘together with the Officer and his Boats-crew, did make themselves masters of facts iiicontrovers
tible of her having had slaves on board, and landed them after ber arrival in this Port.

“'Ihe whole of the circumstances I believe your Excellency to be fully aequainted with, first by
the Officer from this Ship, and secondly, by Lieut. Smith's Official Communication,

- T beg your- Excellency to observe with what unfeigned delicacy I have acted throughout this

* extraordinary trassaction, not only in obedience to my Instructions, but from the persenal respect
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resides,
‘Nevertheless, I feel it a duty incumbent on me to demand that Vessel, the ¢ Minerva,” at the

hands of your Excellency, (she at this moment not being in the possession of any Official Autho-
rity,) that she may be proceeded against by due course of Law, according to the Articles of the:
Treaty now existing between their Britannick and Catholick Majesties, '

T have the honour to be, &ec. ‘
His Excellency the Captain-General, (Signed) GEORGE VERNON JACKSON, Commander

1 have for the Spanish Flag, particularly in this Port, over which your Excellency so immediately

Tenth Enclosure in No, 84,

Licutenant Smith to the Captain- General.

SiR, His Britannick Majesty’s Schooner *“ Magpie,” Havannah, Adugust 17, 1926.

AN unpleasant duty talls to my lot, in reporting to your Excellen'cy,"that between the hours of
11 and 12 last Night, 6 or 7 Boats full of Negroes were landed at the’ Shipping-Wharf from
the Schooner chased into this Port yesterday, by His Majesty’s Ship ¢¢ Pylades,” of which
circumstance your Excelleney bad due notice by an Officer of that Ship. ‘

To the above fact, 1 have the most direct proof, and I must, theretore, request your Excellency
will be pleased to give such directions us you may think proper for the immnediate detention of

the said Schooner and Negroes. I have the honour to be, &c.
His Excellency General.Vives, (Signed) EDWARD SMITH, Lieat. and Commander.
Eleventh Enclosure in No. 84, (Translation.).

The Captain-General to.the British Commissioner of Arbitration.

SR, Hgvonnah, September 2,-1826.

DON BARTHOLOMEW MARQUES PACHECO, dyudante de Matriculas, has addressed
a Letter to'me, dated this day, and which is as follows : —

¢« Most Excellent Sir,—1In pursuance of the Letter addressed by your Excellency, on.the 224
ult. to the Commodore, informing him. that, among other things stated to you by the British
Commissioner, Mr. Macleay. he had wrged the necessity of examining the linglish Officer,
Mr. Nott, and two other British Svbjects, on the subject of the Spanish Merchant Schooner
< Minerva,” and as this enqyiry has been entrusted to me, by order of the said Commodore, I beg,
that in the ev_e_nf of those three Individuals being in this Harbour, the necessary measures may be
takén to cause them to present themselves at this Office on Monday the 4th inst, at 9 in the
Morning; for-the purpose of giving their respective Declarations.”

This I transmit to-you, Sir, for the end solicited.

‘ God preserve you many years.

“The British Commissioner of Arbitration. (Signed) ~ FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES,

Twelfth Enclosure in No. 84,

The British Commissioner of Arbitration to the Captain-General.

Sim, Htwannah,‘ Septembe;' 2, 1826,

i HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yonr Excellency’s Letter, dated this.day;
and in answer have to acquaint you, that Mr. Nott, who fortunately happens to be now on. boar:
ihe * Pylades,” will be ready at the Commandancia de Matriculas, to give his evidence on the sub-
sect of the ¢* Minerva,”” on Monday the 4th inst. at 9 0’Clock, A.M.

Your Excellency is aware that the two Sailors, who, with Mr. Nott, witnessed the disembark-
‘ation of the Negroes from’ the ‘“ Minerva, belonged to His Majesty’s Schooner ¢ Magpie,” of
which the melancholy fate has been known for several days, and is so much to be deplored.

i , ' I avail myself, &c.
His Excellency the Captain- Generatl, (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY,

No. 85. |
The British. Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received Oct. 17.)

.',Sm,'_ ' ‘ Havannah, July 12, 1826,
~ IN referenge:to your Despatch of the 23d of fFebruary last, directingius to
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make enquiries into the truth of a statement respecting the re-capture, by a
Spaunish Brig, of 2 Prizes which had been taken by a British Cruizer on the
Coast of Africa; we regret to have to inform you, that, notwithstanding our
utmost endeavoars, we have not been able to obtain any information upon the
subject. If the Brig had arrived at this Port,. we might probably have suc-
cceded in getting verbal information respecting her proceedings; but as the
transaction is connected with the Port of Cuba alone, written Communications
would be indispensable; and it is scarcely necessary to state, that there is no
Individual in this Island, whatever may be his principles, whom we could
induce to commit himseif so far as to undertake a written Correspondence for
the purpose of investigating a Case of illicit Slave-trade. g
" We have not addressed the Captain’-General upon the subject, because we
do not consider that we are authorized to dc so by your Instructions; besides
such a step would be attended with no advantage whatever, as his Excellency
would, undoubtedly, refer our application for information to the Governor of.
Cuba, who would of course rcturn the same answer which he gave to Sir

Lawrence Halsted. VWe have the honour to be, &c.
o (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Cunning, - 'W.S. MACLEAY.

&e. v &e. &e.

No. 86.
The British Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Oct. 17.)

Sir, ) - Havannah, August 9, 1826.

SINCE the date of our Despatch of the 14th of June, 2 Spanish Vessels
have arrived here which had previously landed Cargoes of Negroes, viz: the
Brigantine ¢ Maria Isabel,” and the Schooner ¢ Santo Cristo de la Salud,”
alias ¢ La Dichosa.” '

As soon as we had reason to believe that these Vessels had certainly been
ongaged in the Slave-trade, we addressed a Note to the Captain-General, of
which a Copy is enclosed, calling his attention to these Cases, and expressing
our intention of reporting them to His Majesty’s Government. His Excel-
lency, in his Reply, a Translation of which is also enclosed, merely states, that
he had referred our Note to the Naval Department.

Both the above-mentioned Vessels, we understand, were fitted out at
Cadiz. : :
The Spanish Schooners ¢ Montanesa” and Amelia,” have lately’ sailed
for Princes Island, on the Coast of Africa. . i

We have the honour to be, &c. -
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ~ HENRY T. KILBEE.
&e. &e. &e. W. S. MACLEAY. -

First Enclosure in No. 86.
The British Commissioners to the Captain-General.

S, ' : Havannah, July 22, 1826.

SINCE we last had the honour of addressing your Excellency, we have observed the arrival of
2 Spanish Vessels, announced in the Newspapers to be in ballast from St. Thowas, which it is
well known had previously landed Cargoes of Negraes on the Coast of this Island. Their names
are the ¢ Maria Tsabel,” a Brigantive, and the ** Sanfo Cristo de la Salud,” alias ¢* La Dichosa,”
a Schooner. The latter was boarded a few days ago by a British ‘Cruizer, but was not detained,
as the' Commanding Officer did not consider that he could produce legal proof of her having just
Janded a Cargo of Slaves, although he was perfectly convinced of the fact. :

We feel it to be our duty to repori: these Cases to our Government, of which we have the honour
to apprize your Excellency. , , We avail onrselves, &c. S

' (Sigoed) H. T. KILBEE.

His Exceliency the Captain- Generali W. 8. MAGLEAY.
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Second Enclosure in No. 86. (Translation.)
The Captain-General to the British Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Hapannah, July 24, 1826;

ALTHOUGH: the 2 Spanish Vessels that you announce to me in your Letter ot the 22d instant,
have in fact arrived from the Island of St. Thomas, which does not belong to Africa, the only Cuase
in which they could be subject to the provisions of the Royal Order of the 2d of January Iast, and
although one of these Vessels, when visited by a British Cruizer a few d4ys since, was not detained
by the'Commanding Officer for want of the legal proof that she had disembarked a Cargo of Slaves,
1 have, nevertheless, transmitted your Letter to the Officer comanding the Naval Forces on this
Station, in order that he may take such measures as may be necessary ; persuaded, as I am, that
you are convinced of my aversion to so detestable a Traffick. As soon as it may be in my power 1
shall take an opportunity of communicating to you the resuit.

God preserve you many years,

The British Commissioners. (Signed) FRANCISCO DIOGNISIO VIVES.

_ No. 87.
W. §. Macleay, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received Oct. 17.)

Sig, Huvannah, September 3, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge, on the part of His Majesty’s Com-
missioners, the receipt of your Despatch of the 6th of May, transmitting 4
Copies of the Papers, marked A. and B., relative to the Slave-trade, which
were laid before Parliament in the course of the present Year.

I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY.
- &e. e.  &e.

| No. 88.
W. 8. Macleay, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Oct. 17.)

Sir, ' Havannah, September 4, 1826.

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that Captain Jackson, of His Ma-
jesty’s Sloop * Pylades,” having received private intelligence that some of the
Negroes landed in the Havannah from the Schooner ¢ Minerva,” on the 16th
ult. were to be clandestinely conveyed to Matanzas in the Steam-vessel
« Mexicano,” which passes daily between the two Ports, lay in wait for her,
and ou the 21st ult. brought her back to the Havannah as a legal detention
under the Mixed Commission, for havirg violated Article VIL of the Instruc-
tions annexed to the Treaty of 1817,

As thedetention was clearly legal, I oave it-as my decided opinion, that the
¢ Mexicano ” ought to be condemned, according to the terms of the 3d Article
of the Regulations for the Mixed Commission.

My two Spanish Colleagues also came to the conclusion that the detention
was legal, but singularly enough decided, that this detention ought to produce
no penal consequences, and, therefore, adjudged the Vessel to be liberated,
which has accordingly been done. ,

As this detention of a Passage-vessel for conveying Slaves along the Coast
without a Passport, is the first Case of the kind, and involves in it some very
jmportant considerations ; I regret, that the exceedingly short stay of His
Majesty’s Ship ¢ Dartmouth” puts it out of my power at present to make a
detailed Statement of the Affair, and to send you an Abstract of the Proceed-
ings of the Mixed Commission, with the opinions of the Commissioners.
These several Documents 1 shall not fail to transmit to you by the very first
opportunity that may occur. - I bave the honour to be, &c.

The Rglz,t HongGeorge gaﬂning, , (Signed)  W. S. MACLEAY.
- Ce C. C» i
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No. 89.

w. S Macleay, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Recefvcd Nov. 6.)

(Extract.) Havannah, September 11, 1826.

IN my last Despatch T endeavoured to give you a brief outline of the
affair of the © Mexicand” Steam-boat, but the very limited stay of His Ma-
jesty’s Ship ¢ Dartmouth” in this Harbour, and the state ot the liealth of our
Secretary, Don Rafael Gonzalez, did not enable me, by that opportunity,
to lay the whole of the details before you.

I had the honour of stating to you, that during the time that Captain
Jackson, ot His Majesty’s Ship  Pylades,” remained in Harbour, for the pur-
pose of investigating the very remarkable Case of the Slave-vessel ©“ Minerve,”
he received private mtelligence that 20 of her Negroes were to be clandes-
tinely removed from the Havannah to Matanzas, in the  Mexicano” Steam-
boat. He accordingly resolved to watch this Vessel, and on the 20th ult.,
almost as soon as she had put to Sea, he detained her when between the Moro
and Coxemar. Having found, on searching her, that she had 20 Negroes on
board, without 2 Government Passport for the purpose, he brought her back
into this Harbour the following day, as subject to condemnation under the
Mixed Commission, for having violated the 7th Article of the Instructions
annexed to the Treaty.

I enclose, herewith, a Copy of Captain Jackson’s Letter to the Mixed
Commission, dated the 22d ult., from which, as well as from his Affidavit, also
enclosed, it will clearly appear, that these 20 Negroes were bozals, and of
very rceent 1mportation. .

On receiving Captain Jackson’s Report I immediately summoned a Court
of the Mixed Commission, but unfortunately his Excellency the Intendant
being very unwell with a fever, we were obliged to postpone the meeting until
next day, when, althongh still exceedingly indisposed, his Excellency, rather
than retard the publick business, proposed to have the Court held at his private
house. . 1 mention this circumstance, because it is one among many proofs
which my Colleagues, the Spanish Commissioners, have given me, of their
desire to obviate difficulties, and to expedite the business of this Commission.

In Mr. Kilbee’s Despatch of the 3st of July 1824, lie has stated to you
that this Mixed ‘Commission, in their construction of the 13th Article of the
Regulations annexed to the Treaty, decided, on the 22d July preceding, that
in the event of the absence of any of the Foreign Members, whose places
could not be supplied ad interim, the remaining Individuals of the Commis-
sion should sit together as independent Judges. In pursuance of this deci-
sion, the Mixed Commission,. on the Morning of the 23d ult., consisted of
his Excellency the Intendant, Don Rafacl de Quesada, and myself.

The Court was at first principally employed in hearing the Evidence, of
which I have the honour to transmit, herewith, an Abstract, and in perusing
2 number of Affidavits and Memorials transmitted to us by the Captain-Ge-
neral, on the part of the Owner of the Steam-boat, the Owner of the Slaves,
and the various Passengers or Persons who had goods on board the Vessel at
the period of her detention.

Messrs. Acosta and Rollo, Don Bernardo Collozo, Don Juan Galup, and
Don Joze Obando, severally transmitted Memorials and Protests, through the
Captain-General, to the Mixed Com mission, requesting that, as they had been
in no way concerned with the oause of her detention, the provisions and
other goods they had vn board the Mexieano ” might be restored to them.

The Conde de San Fernando de Penalver likewise transmitted, through the
Captain-General, a Memorizl and series of Affidavits, which he had procured
from his Estate in the Country, to shew that the 20 Negroes who were the
cause of the « Mexicano’s” detention, had been Ins preperty ever siztee the
Month of January last, that they had resided from that time on his Estate near
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Guanabacoa, and finally, that they were, at the peried of their detention, on
their way to his other Estate at Matanzas under the special care of his Attor-
ney, Don Francisco Dias Bustamante, ‘

Igrieve, however; to be obliged to state, that, notwithstanding the Lvidence
and these Affidavits, I entertain little or no doubt as tg these 20 Negroes
baving formed part of the Cargo of the © Minerva.” The nature of the com-

laints under which they labour, which are well known to be the ordinary
results of close confinement during the voyage from Africa, their total igno-
rance of the Spanish language, and excessive alarm at the presence of any
White Person, render it almost incredible that they should have been n this
Island ever since January last ; even if the Person upon whose private infor-
mation Captain Jackson made the seizure did not positively state them to be
part of. the Cargo of the  Minerva.” Unfortunately, hpwever, such is the
system of terror pursued here with respect to the Slave-trade, that this Inform-
ant dared notgive his testimony in Court, and, consequently; all the Evidence
produced went to show, that the Conde de San Fernando had possessed these
Negroes ever since January last, a period which I cannot help thinking has
only been chosen in order to relieve the Owner from the consequences of the
Jate- Royal Order issued in that Month. .

The Persons examined before the Commission were, the Captor, the Master
of the detained Vessel, the Engineer, the Mate, and Don Francisco Dias
Bustamante, who was on board in charge of the Negroes, as Steward or At-
torney of the Conde de San Fernands.

Throughout the whole of these Examinations I owe it to my Colleagues to

. say,that they objected to only one question that I put to theWitnesses, namely,
as to whether theWitness knew that these 20 Slaves had formed part of the Cargo
of the ¢ Minerva.” The Spanish Commissioners stated, that if I thought the
answer to this question could in any way influence my ultimate decision on
the validity of the detention, and its consequences, they would not object to it,
but that as ne mention had been: made of the * Minerva ” in the course of the

_ proceedings, except by myself, they must object to questions being putthat had
reference, as they thought, to matters quite foreign from those before the
Court. I stated, in answer, that although I was aware that the above ques-
‘tion might not tend to affect my decision in this Case, because this decision,
to all appearance, would depend on considerations quite different; yet that
I could not consent to the question being overruled, because such a proceed-
ing might, in a Mixed Commission like this, where one of the British Commis-
-sioncrs was likely to be often absent, be a precedent injurjous to the ordinary
principles of Legal Evidence, which ought to be perfectly free. The question
was accordingly put to the Witness, but as I saw, that if even the Evidence
could establish' the fact of these slaves having belonged to the ¢ Minerva,” of
which there was not the shadow of hope, this circumstance could not affect
my decision, as founded on the letter and spirit of the Treaty, I consented to
close the Case, and to enter upon the discussion of the final Sentence,

_ From the opinion which I laid before the Court, and whercin I have en-
deavoured to answer every argument adduced by my Colleagues for the libe-
ration of the Vessel, you will perceive that the fact upon which the detention
was grounded, and by which its legality must be judged, namely, the want of
a Government Passport, has never been disputed. In consequence of this.I
urged the necessity of her condemnation, according to the 3d Article of the
Regulations, but the Spanish Commissioners, although they justified the
.detention, and even held it to be legal, so far as Captain Jackson was con-
cerned, conceived that it ought to have no penal consequences, for the following
chief reasons.: First, because, althsugh there is an ambiguity in. the wording
of the 7th Article of the Instructions, this Article, in their épinion, can only
allude to the transportation of Slaves from one different Government to
another, and not from one part of the same Island to another ; and, secondly,
because the Captain-General, acting -upon. this interpretation of the Article,
has never been in the practice of granting Passports to Vessels carrying Slaves
along the Coast. . . 3
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In order to prove the accuracy of this latter assertion, the Spanish Com-
missioners proposed, that a Letter should be written by the Members of the
Mixed Commission, jointly, to the Captain-General, requesting to know from
him the usual practice observed with respeet to the transport of Slaves by Sca
trom one Port of the Island to anether. To this proposition [ agreed, making
my Colleagues at the same time understand, that his Excellency’s Answer, so
far as I was concerned, could not affect the Sentence of the Court, inasmuch
as the fact of a violation of the 7th Article of the Imstructions being once
proved, condemnation of the Vessel ought to follow as a necessary con-
sequence.

I have the honour to transmit Translations, herewith, of the Letter to the
Captain-General, and of his Excellency’s Reply.

My Answers to the above-mentioned Arguments of my Colleagues will be
found at length in the Opinion laid by me before the Court, and of which I
likewise send a Copy. :

It has appeared to me that this Article 7 of the Instructions bas little or
no connexion with the rest of the Treaty or its Appendages, and conse-
quently, although by Article 3 of the Regulations for the Mixed Com-
mission, they are directed to condemn the Vessel in all Cases of legal
detention, there is no explicit provision in the Treaty for the subsequent
disposal of the Coasting Vessels so condemned, for the disposal of the Cargo
they may have had on board, or for that of the Slaves who may have been
the cause of the detention. The 7th Article of the Regulations, which autho-
rizes the sale of condemned Vessels for the profit of the two Governments,
and also the Confiscation of their Cargoes, and the Emancipation of the
Slaves who may have been on board as objects of Commerce, seems to me to
relate only to regular Slave-vessels coming from the Coast of Africa. 1 there-
fore found it neccssary, according to my understanding of the Treaty, to
decide that the ¢ Mexicano” should be condemned, and await the future
disposal of the two Governments, and that the Cargo on board, as well as the
Slaves, should be returned to their respective Proprietors. In this view of the
subject I signed the Sentence, restoring the Cargo and Slaves to such Pro-
prietors; but dissented from the decision of my Colleagues as to the liberation
of the Steam-Vessel.  Of this Sentence I beg to enclose a Translation.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ~ W. S. MACLEAY.
&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 89.
Captain Jackson to the Mized Comumission.

GENTLEMEN, H. B. M's. Ship << Pylades,” Havannah, September 22, 1826.

. 1 BEG to acquaint you that previous to-my sailing on the 20th instant, I had information that
the Steam-vessel < Megicano,”’ from Havannah to Matanzas, had slaves on board, and as soon as
it was practicable, 1 boarded her outsitle of this Harbour., ;

The Master denied having any on board, and refused to admit the Officer to search; however,
1 sent a pariy of Marines to show that opposition would be unavailing, and the result was, 20
Negroes were found secreted below, apparently of very recent importation, they having on new
clol‘l;es, their heads shaved, and the Surgeon reports some of them to be in a very deployable
condition. : :

I sent on board, the Treaty concluded between Their Britannick and Catholick Majesties, dated
23d Septenber 1817, and pointed out, that I detained ber from a belief of his having acted in
direct violation et Article 7 of the said Treaty, aund assured him if hie could produce any Authority .
for the transportation of the slaves, that 1 would immediately withdraw the Officer and Men from
the Vessel. ' '

He tailed to do so, and only presented a Licence to gail his Vessel between Havannah and Ma-
tanzas, and declared he had no other Papers; 1 therefore felt 1 was but performing my duty in
bringing her into Havannah for Adjudication before the Honourable the Commissioners of the
Mixed Court. . T have the honour to be, &c. )
, (Signed) G. V. JACKSON, Commander.
The Members of the Mixed Commission. '
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Second Enclosure in No. 89.

Affidavit of the Captor.

I GEORGE VERNON JACKSON, Commander of His Britannick Majesty’s Ship ¢ Pylades,”
bereby declare, that, on this 20th dav of August, being near the Havannah, 1 detained the Steam-
vessel, named the ¢ Mexicano,” s2iling under Spanish Colours, armed with 2 guns, 9-pounders,
commanded by Don Joze Lopez, who declaved her to be bound from Hayannah to Matanzas, with
a Crew, cousisting ot 22 Men, and 53 Passengers, whose nares, as declared by them respectively,
are inserted in a Lisc at the foot hereof, and having on hoard 20 slaves, s;aid to have been taken on
board at Havannal, on the 19th or 20th of August, and are enumerated as follows, viz, :—

i
Healthy. Sickly.
Men- « - - - 5 1
Women - - - « 2
Boys - - - - 5 3
Girls = - - - 2 2

1 o further declare, that the said Steam-vessel appeared to be seaworthy, and was supplied
with a sufficient stock of water and provisions for the support of the said Negroes and Crew,
on their destined voyage to Matanzas.

I do further declare, that the Master denied havingany Slaves on board, and that he prevented a
search being made for them, which obliged me to send greater force, when the said 20 Negroes
were found secreted below, under a quantity of furniture, wood, &c. thereby convincing me that he
was not ignorant of the illegality of bis proceeding.

The Slaves appeared to be of very recent importation, they having on new clothes, their heads
shaved, and many of them being in a deplorable condition,

. (Signed) GEO. V. JACKSON, Commander.
Witnesses, (Signed) Pu. Hoste, Senior Lieutenant.
A, D. WiLsown, Surgeon,

. [Here follows the List of Passengers.]

Third Enclosure in No. 89.

Abstract of the Evidence in the Case of ke ** Mexicano " Steam Vessel.

IN addition to the Evidence of Captain George Vernon Jackson, as set forth at length in his Affida-
vit, Don Joze Maria Lopez deposed, that he is a Native of Ferrol, aged 35 Years, and the Master of
the Steam-boat ¢ Mexicano;" that in this capacity he left the Port of Havannah, on the 20th
instant, in order to proceed to Matanzas, to and from which Place he is in the habit of going
and returning weekly with Passengers and goods ; that be was detained at the Mouth of the
Harbour, about the distance of a musket-shot from the Morro, by 4 Boats ot an English Sloop-
of-War for the purpose of examining his Ship, and that the English separated from the different
Negroes then on board about 19 or 20, on acc ant, as the Deponent understood, of their being
suspicious, und that in consequence of thi: he was obliged to return with the said Steam-boat
into Port ; that there were several slaves ot boa_d besides the above-mentioned 19 or 20, and the
2 who were employed in the Navigation of the Steam-Boat, but that he, the Deponent, cannot
state the exact number because, having been detained at the Mouth of the Harbour, he had uot
time to form that List of the Passengers which is usuallv made out during the voyage; that the
19 or 20 slaves set aside by the Eaglish had no Passport from the Government ; that he, the
Deponent, has never required any Government Passport for Slaves, but ouly a Written Permission
from their Owners, when these did not accompany them on board, the presence of the Master
having always been deemed a sufficient anthority for the transport of his slaves; that tlie Person
who presented himself with these. 19 or 29 Negroes was Don Francisco Dias Bustamante, as
Attorney or Agent of the Conde de San Fernando, their Master; that Le, the Déponent, never
could have denied to the Captors that there were Negroes on board, because many People of
Colour were to be seen ou deck at the time of the Steamn-boat being boarded ; that with respect
o the 19 or 20 Negroés being cencealed, he only knows that this was vot done by the Deponent,
or by his order, and that he is certain that part of the said Negroes, like the rest of the Passengers;
wete af times o deck, and’ part below in the forecastle ; that as some of them were diseased, or
Bea-sick, it is not unlikely that such may have' remained ander cover below; that he knows not
whether the above mentioned 19 or 20 Negroes were bozales or not, because lie had not time to
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ascertain the fact, nor thought it necessary to make the enquiry; that at the period of being
boarded, the People of Colour, both above and below, were in perfectly free communication with
each other ; that beside the Passengers, the Steam-Boat had on board the luggage of the said
Passengers, a quantity of tasajo, and other provisions for Matanzas, as well as various merchandize ;
that the Owner of the Steam-boat is Don Antouio Bruzon, an Inhabitant of this City, who bas
appointed the Deponent to be Master, with asalary; that he, the Deponent, has been 2 or 3
Years in that capacity; that the Vessel was armed at the time of lier detention with 2 guns and
some swords for the purpose of defending herself agaimst Pirates ; that he has neither destroyed,
concealed, or kept back any Paper ; that he gave no other Paper to the British Officer than his
Licence for sailing between Huvannah and Maranzas ; that he, the Deponent, knows not whether
the Owner of the Steam-buat knes the circumstance of the 19 or 20 Negroes being on board ; that
pever since the Deponent has commanded the Steam-boat, "has he been accustomed to ask a
Passport for slaves, it being sufficient for him that their Master, or his Agent, accompanied them,
or that they had from these Persons a Written Permission.

JOHN GILLESPIE deposed, that he isaScotchman, and unmarried ; that he was the Engineeron
board the Steam-boat ““Mexicano,” on her last voyage to Matanzas ; that this Vessel left the Havan-
nub on the 20th instant, and was detained by the Boats of au English Sloap about balf a league
trom the Morro, and brought back into Port; that, as at the time of the detention, he was’
employed at the Steam Eugine, the Deponent knew not what occasioned the Vessel being detained
wor what the Captors did on board; that there were Negroes on board, but that he does not
know whether they were bozales ; that all the Deponent’s attention was given to the Engine, and
that, consequently, be knew nothing beyond what he had stated.

DON JAYME ESCANDELL deposed, that he was Mate of the Steam-Boat ¢ Mexicano,”
at the period of her last voyage to the Matanzas ; that she sailed trom the Havannah on the
20th instant, at 6 0’Clock in the Morning, according to custom; that the said Vessel was boarded
and detained by 3 boats ot the nglish Sloop-of-War Pylades,”” at about the distance of a
cannon-shot from the Morro ; that the Officer commanding these Boats came on board tor the
purpose, as this Deponent learned from certain of the Passengers, who understood Eoglish, of
examining the said Steam-boat, and of ascertaining whether there were slaves on board ; that in
fact the said Officer searched the whole Vessel, and separated from the rest about 19 or 20
Negroes; that this Deponent cannot state the exact number, he baving at the time been
otherwise employed ; that he is ignorant whether the English Officer asked for any Passport s
that the said Negroes carried no Passport with them ; that it is not the custom for slaves to get
Government Passports for the voyage from Havannah Matanzas, a written Order from the.
Owners being sufficieut when these do not accompany them ; that he, the Deponent, knows not
who is the Master of these Negroes in question ; that he knows not the names or the number of
Passengers on board, because the list of them is made out, not at the time of their going on
board, but during the voyage ; that he knows no Person thatis a Proprietor, or has any interest
in this Vessel except Don Antonio Bruzon ; that the Captain of the Steam-Vessel did not refuse
eitherto deliver up his Papers to the English Officer, to allow him to search the Vessel, or toshew him.
the Negroeson board; that neither at the period of boarding, norafterwards, did the Deponent see any.
Person present himselt to thie English Officer, as the Owner of these 20 Negroes, or as the Person
having charge of them ; that he did not see these Negroes either conceal themselves, norany Person
conceal them; that these Negroes were in the forecastle like all the other People of Colour,
that some of them were on deck and others helow ; that he, this Deponent, knows not how these
Negroes may have been disposed of at the time the Vessel was boarded by the English ; that the
Enylish Officer experienced neither diffieulty or delay in intorming himself as to the Negroes on
board; that the Deponent does not believe these Negroes to have been bozales, although he
cannot be positive on the subject ; that the Deponent knows not that any of the slaves on board
the Steam-boat formed part of the cargo of the * Minerva,” respecting which Vessel he knows
nothing ; that he was appointed Mate by Don Antonio Bruzon, about 10 Months ago’; that the
Master is Don Joze Lopez, whoin the Deponent found acting in that capacity. when he first
entered into the service, and that the Steam-boat is armed with 2 guns, 19 maskets, and some
small arms.

DON FRANCISCO DIAS BUSTAMANTE deposed, that he is a Native of Santander, and
now an Inhabitant of this City; that he is unmarried and a dependent on the House of the
Conde de San Fernando; that on Sunday the 20th instant, he proceeded in the Steam-boat
¢t Mexicano' for Matanzas, taking with bim 20 slaves of the aforesaid Conde, to place them on an
Tstate of his in the above vicinity ; that the Steam-boat was boarded by the Boats of an English
sloop of War, whose Commander having insisted on examining her, and fallen in with the above-
mentioned Negroes, detained the said Steam-boat, and brought her back into Harbour ; that the
said slaves had no Passport from the Government, it not being the custom to require any such Pass-
port for removing slaves from one Estate to another, even although by Sea; that the Negroes were
in the forecasile when the English Officer came on board, and the Deponent was on the poop, by
veason of wh ch he knows not whether all or some of the slaves may not at that time haye been below
and under cover ; that he knows not from whom the Counde de San Fernando hought the said Nes
groes, but that he recollects that they were placed by Lim so long ago, as the Mouth ot Janvary:
last, on the Estate of Jesus Maria, situated in the District of San Geronimo, aud Jurisdiction of
Guauabacoa ; that they were placed there for the purpose of being taken care of until further orz
ders, as is affirmed by various Affidavits in the Statement produced before the Commission, in the
name of the said Coude; that he, the Deponent, knows not if they can speak _any -Spanish,
because they were not under his immediate care on the Bstate; that lie is ignorant whether they
are Christiaus or have been baptized; that he knows that some of them are at this ‘moment
afflicted with an inflammation of the'eyes, :
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Fourth Enclosure in No. 89. v {Translation.)
Afidavits respecting the Negroes found on board the ¢ Mexicano.”

IN the District of San Jeronimo de Penalver, Jurisdiction of Guanabacoa, on the 23d of Au-
gust 1826, before me, Don Justo Lopez, Knight of the Royal and Military Order of San Er-
menegilda, Captain of Iufantry, attached to the principal Staff of the most faithful City of the
Havaunah, one of the Petty Judges of the aforesaid District, by Commission from his Excellency
the Governor-General, &c.,, and before my Assessors duly sworn, Don Pedro Dominguez, ana
Don Sebastian Echabarria, has appeared the Presbyter, Dou Manuel de Torres, Chaplain of the

_ Sugar Estate Jesus Maria, belouging to the Conde de San Fernando de Penalver, to whom [
administered the Oath according to the fermula of his Ministry, upon which he engaged to speak
the truth, and baving then read the Warrant for this judicial Process, be said, that in the Month
of January of this present Year, there came to this Estate 20 Bozal Negioes, of both sexes, for
the purpose of being cured of their diseases, and that Don Francisco Dias Bustamante committed
them tu his care, in order ihat, if any of them should bappen to die, it might not be before they
bad received the Holy Sacrament of Baptism ; and the said Presbyter beipg asked if he recollected
the-day that these Slaves were taken from this Estate to be carried in the Steam- Boat ¢ Mexicano”
to Matanzas, said, that he does not recollect the precise day that they were taken from the Estate,
but that it was some day in the course of last Week, and then hLaving affirmed, that what he
had said is the trath according to the Oath be had taken, he read this Decleration over, and having
stated it to be in exact conformity with his evidence, he signed and ratified it as below with me
and my Assessors, MANUEL DE TORRES,
{Signed) Justo Lorrz.

Pepro DominguEz.
SeBasTIAN DE EcHABARRIA.

ON the same day of the aforesaid Month and Year likewise appeared beforc me and my said

Assessors, the Licentiate, Don Francisco Valdes, to whom J administered the Qath in form,
which he took by God and the Holy Cross, under which be engaged to speak the truth, and
accordingly declared, that his name is Francisco Valdes ; that heis a married wan, aged 40 Years,
by profession a_Surgeon, which profession he now exercises on this estate, to which, in the
.Month of Junwary last, there came 20 Bozal Slaves, i4 males and 6 females ; that these Slaves
were placed in the Iufirisary, under the Deponent’s care, tor the purpose of being curedd of certain
diseases that aflicted them, such as diarrh®a and ophthahnia, or inBammation of the ‘eyes; that
these Slaves had remained in the said Infirmary until last week, when he, the Deponent, was con-
sulted as to their being in a fit’state to remove to the Sugar Kstate Alcansia, in the Jurisdiction of
Matanzas ; and, although 4 or 5 of them were not quite recovered from the complaint of the
eyes, the Deponent stated, that he saw no objection to their being vemoved, which was accord-
ingly doue; and then the Deponent having affirmed that what he had said is the truth, according
to'the Oath he had taken, read this Deposition over, and having stated it to be in exact con-
formity with what he had said, he signed and ratified it as under, with me and my Assessors,
{Signed) Justo Lorez. (Signed) FRANCISCO VALDES,

Pzpro DomincuEz.

SeBAsTIAN DE ECHABARRIA.

Here tollow three similar Affidavits, viz :—

L. Of Don .Andres Bargotto, the Owner of the Estate, who-gave the written order for the said
20 slaves being taken to Don Francisco Dias Bustamante, in the Havannah.

2. Of Doun Juan Casablanca, who conducted them from the Estate to the Havannah.,

3. Of Don Manuel Diaz, a neighbour, who deposes that he knows these 20 Negroes, and
#aw Don Juan Casablanca conducting them to the Havannah,

Fifth Enclosure in No. 89. (Translation. ) -
The Mixved Commission to the Captain- General.

81w, o Havyannah, August 29, 1526.
IN consequence of the discussion which has taken place in this Commission, respecting the
detention of "the Steam-Boat *“ Mexicano,” by the English Sloop-of-War < Pylades,” and of the
application to this Case of Article 7 of the Instructions aunexed to the Treaty, we have agreed to
request, that your Hxcellency will direct. your Secretary of the Police D. partment to certify to
us, whether, in the cases of slaves being transported by Sea from the Havannah to th- Estates of
their Mastets, or from one Estate to another, it has been the eustom to deliver Passports for the
purpose, or whether it was guite sufficient that these slaves had a written Permission on the part
of their Master, on every occasion that this Person or his Agent did not ahcou]})any them,

(Signed) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS.

RAFAEL DE QUESADA.
His Excellency the Capltuin-General, . 8, MACLEAY.
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Sixth Enclosure in No. 89. (Translation.)
The Captain-General to the Mized Commission.

‘GENTLEMEN, " Havannah, August 29, 1826.

IN reply to your Letter of this date, requesting to know whether, in the event of slaves being
‘transporred by Sea from the Hayannah to rthe Hstates of their Masters, or from one Estate to
another, ft hias been the custom to issue Passports for that purpose, or whether it bas been
deemedt sufficent that such sl.ves had the Permi-sion of their Owuers, when these Persons or
their Attorneys did not acccrapany them ; 1 have-to inform you, ‘Lat by Article Ist, Part 2d, of
the last Regulation of the Consulzdo respecting runaway slaves, and by Article 10 of the In«
structions for the Capitanes de FPartidos, the Owuers of Slaves, or even their Overseers, are
authorised to graut wii ten Licences for travelling, to their slaves, without which Licences they
are considered as runaways. ‘

With reference to the above Regulations, Owaers, or their Overseers, grant written Permissions
to their slaves, which authorise them, as well to travel along the high roads as to go from one
Estate to ancther, and those Proprietors whose Estates are situated near the Sea, send their
slaves by Cousting-Vessels, with a pérmission similar to that which is use. for passing them by
Land. God preserve you many Years.

The Members of the Mized Commission. (Signed) FRANC®. DION®, VJV ES,

Seventh Enclosure in No. 89.

Opinion of His Britannick Majesty's Commissioner of Arbitration.

“THE ¢ Mexicano,” a Passage Steam-boat sailing nnder Spanish Colours, was, on the 20th
day of this Month, whiie on her Voyage from Havannah to Matanzas, detained between rhe Morto
and Coxemar, by His Britannick Majesty’s Sloop “ Pvlades,” Captain Jackson, on a chargé of
having violared the 7th Articte of the Instructions annexed to the Treaty, and having thus become
Liable to condempation undet this Mixed Commission.

There are several discrepancies in the Evilence before the Commission, but noune that in my
opinion arny way affect the main fact on which this detention has been grounded, and by which
alone it must be declared lawtal or not, This fact is, that 20 slaves were insthe Steam-vessel at
the time of her detention, on their way trom Havannab to Matanzas, without the Vessel
being provided with a Passport from the Government on the spot, turnished ad fhoc.. This is
allowed on all sides to have been proved by the Evidence. _

It appears to me also from the Evidence, that tue slaves were concealed, or at least that delay
and difficulty were placed in the way of the British Officers when searching for them, and that,
while the other Slaves or Negro Servants on board were claimed by their respective Masters or
Mistresses, these 20 were not so claimed. All this would go to shew a consciousness of there
being some impropriety counected with them, which may possibly have be:n the deficiency of a
proper Passport. There is no Evidence before the Court, however, to shew otherwise than that
they are the property of the Conde de San Fernando, and were, when detained, on the nussage
from one of his Estates to another; and, therefore, as such property I am bound to consider thems

By Atticle 1. of the Regulations for the Mixed Commission, they are to judge according to the
letter and spirit of the Treaty. Now with respect to the intentions ot the High Contracting. Parties
who signed the Treaty, it is most clear, both fromthe whole of the tenour of this, and from the te~
nour of the Laws now existing, whether Spanish or British, relative to the Slave-trade, that it was
the most anxious desire of their Britannick and Catholick Majesties, in signing that Treaty, to ex=-
tinguish by its means this inhuman Commerce. Such being the spirit of the Treaty, it appears to
me, that when two different passages of it are deemed to be in any degree conflicting as to their
signification, we shounld adopt, as our guide, that passage the signification of which is the most
-in harmony with this spirit ; so that, if one passage should di-tinctly authorize the detention of
Coasting Vessels, having slaves on board, and another seem not so much to justify it, we ought
to consider that passage which, by authorising the detention ot such Vessels, agrees most with the
grand object of the Treaty, that is, the abolition of the Slave-Trade, to be the true rule of our
proceedings, ’

This remark T make when, supposing for a moment: that, as has appeared to one of my Col-
Jdeagues, there is a disagreement between certain passages of the Treaty, as, for instance, on the
one hand, Article 10 of the I'veaty, which says, *“in order to render lawful the detention of any Ship,
whether Spanish or British, the slaves found on board such Vessel must have been -brought there
for the express purpose of the Traffick ; also paragraph 2 of Article 1 of the Instructions,
which says, ¢ Ships on board of which no Slaves shall be found, - intended for purposes-of
¢raffick, shall not be detained on any account or pretence whatever ;” and, on the other hand,
Article 7 of the Instructions, which stipulates that “ no conveyance, of Slaves from one Port in
the Spanish Posstssions to another shall take place. except in Ships provided with Passports from

_ the Government, on the spot, ad hoc.” ,
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In paragraph 2 of Art. 1 of the Instructions, as above cited, T may observe, that owing to
the punctuation of the Treaty, ds signed in Euglish, there is an ambiguity whicl does not occur
in the same Treaty as signed in Spanish, since the former may leave us in doubt whether it is
‘¢ Bhips intended tor purposes of traffick, on board of which no slaves shall be found,” or whether
it is, as the Spanish Copy ol the Treaty expressly says, ¢ Ships on board of which shall be found no
slaves intended for the purposes of traflick,” that are not to be detained. This ambignity merits atten-
tion, because, if it be said that the meaning of the Article is, as may seem from the English punc-
tuation, that Ships intended for purposes of trafick, that is Merchant-Ships, on board of which
shall be found noe slaves, are not to be detained, it is most clear that we have this paragraph in
complete agreement with Art. 7 of the Instructions.  If the other meaning be given to the para-
graph, which it must be allowed is the only one it is susceptible of, according to the Treaty
as signed in Spanish, then we are to understand, that no Ship is to be detained that does not con-
tain Negroes destined for the irafick, a provision which, if taken to refate to all Ships - whatever,
is indubitably at variance with Art. 7 ot the Instructions,

_'That this provision, however, does not relate to all Ships of whatsoever kind, can be shown, as
follows : — g

It is most evident, from its first line, that the whole of Art. 10 of the Treaty, relates to regular
Slave-ships coming from the Coast of Africa; and, consequently, has not the least reference
to Coasting Vessels from Port to Port ‘of ‘the Spanish Puossessiops, which may, like the
¢¢ Mexicano,’” have slaves on board, without the proper Passports.  The same observation holds
good with respect to Art. | of the Instructions namely, that it also has reference only to Ships
regularly fitted out for the Slave-trade, aud as all the secondary paragraphs of an Article have
a reference to the primary one, it follows that, taking the Treaty as sigied in Spanish, the mean-
ing of the 2d paragraph, Art. 1 of the Instructions, is, that ¢ Slave Ships, on board ot which no
slaves shall be found intended for purposes of ‘traffick, shall not be derained on any account or
pretence whatsoever.” - Indeed, that this is thé true interpretation of Art. 1} of the Treaty, and
of the paragraph 2 of the Instructions, suﬂ’xciem]y appears from these being the very provisions,
which, in the opinion of both Governments, required alteration, and which accordingly gave rise
to the Additional Articles signed in* 1822, and lately confitmed by His Cathoiick Majesty.

Consequently there is no contradiction bétween the terms of Art. 10 of the Treaty, and para-
graph 2,- Art. 1 of the Instructions, which - relate solely to regular Slave-vessels, and those
of Art. 7 of the Instructions, which Article refers to Vessels not in the regular Slave-trade,
Indeed, it is impossible to suppose that the High Contracting Parties should unot have observed in
these short Instructions so obvious an -in’ onsistericy as would result from making Article 10 of
Treaty, paragraph 2, Art. | of Instruetions, and Art 7 of Instructions, al] refer to the same kind of
Vessels. I, therefore, conceive that Art. § of the Instructions remains clear and uncontradicted,
by any previous or subsequent part of the Treaty and its Appendages.

Thus, the main question before the Commission relates entirely to the lezality of the detention
of the Steam-boat, under Art, 7 of the Instructions, for, if the Commapder of the *¢ Pylades” be
justified under this Article, I hold, from what has been already said, that no other pussage of the
Treaty can be brought forward to invalidate the detention. N

But, betore 1 consider the legality of ‘this d:tenfion, it is uecessary, from ob<ervaiions made in
Court, that I should ackunowledge that the Detainer seems to me to have erroneously connected
the 3d paragraph of Art. I of tlie [ustructions with Art 7, inasmuczh as he conceived it to be his
duty, under the said paragraph, wot to require Passports for 2 Negro “ervants. that appear to have
attended their Master on board, or at least, to have allowed all the Passengers, whether white or
coloured, whom he found on deck, to go on Shore, whereas, in my vi-inion. there cannot be the
least doubt that the true interpretation of the Treaty required that he should nave only looked to
Art. 7 of his Instructions, under which he detained the Vessel, and have insisted on a Government
Passport being shewn to him by the Capiain of the Vessel for all the slaves that might have been
on board.

I find, however, that the Detainer’s application to Vessels of all descriptions, of paragraph 3,
Art. | of his Instructions, is perfectly analagous to the opinion of one of my Colleagues, who
thought that paragraph 2, At 1 of the Instructions, relates to Vessels of all descriptious.  If one
of these paragraphs relates to other Vessels +han regular . Slave-ships, tlien the other must also.
But it is my firm opinion that neither have the least reference to the Cuse of a Vessel carrying
Negroes trom one Spaunish Port to another, and consequently that by Arr, 7, as was said before,
any Ship with slaves on board, passing from one Spanish Port to auother, without Passports from
the Government on-the spot, is liable nost decidedly to detention.

It bas been contended, however, by my Colleagues, that this Art, 7 relates only to the trans~
ter of Negroes from one Spanish Possession, such as Puerto Rico to another, such as Cuba, but
the words are clear, *‘ from one Port of the Spanish Possessions to another,” that is, tor instance,
from the Havanuahb, a Port of Cuba, and consequently a Purt of the Spanish Possessions,
to another, Matanzas, likewise a Port of the Spanish Possessions. It is true that the Article ap-
plies also to the transfer of sluves from auy Spanish Port, such as Puerto Rico to another, as the
Havanuah ; but 1 do not see how, from the Spanish or English Copy of the Treaty, it can be con-
tended, that this Stean~vessel was not, when detained, in the act ot transporting Negroes from
ene Port of the Spanish Possessions to another. 1t might, perhiaps, be said, that this detention is
even more valid, according to the letter of the Treaty, than the detention ot slaves passing from
Puerro Rico to the Havannah would be, for the words in the Spanish Treaty are, ¢ del Gobierno
de aquel Territorio,” and not *¢ de los Gobiernos de aquelios Territorios.” words that would, in my
humble opinion, have more clearly applied to the transter of Negroes from one Island to another
having different Governors.

In every question of this nature, the spirit of the High Contracting Parties in signing the
Treaty will be an excellent guide. Now, I conclude that it was thé intention of Spain to destroy
every opportunity of subterfuge, and consequent escape from just condemnation, on the. part of
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Slave-traders ; and that, therefore, His Catholick Majesty determined to permit no slaves fo pass
from one of his Ports to another, in Ships unprovided with Passports for that purpose, thereby pre-
venting the facilities which regular  Slave-vessels on the Coast would bave by their means
for landing their Negroes.—By this Article 7, His Catholick Majesty may have intended to prevent
such a case as a Slave Vessel, just arrived from Africa, placing Negroes on board the Steam-boats,
and so procuring their clandestine entry into the Havannah, a case that has been publickly said to
have occurred ; whereas, were all Vessels trapsporting sl ives provided with Passports from the
Authorities of the Port from whicl they sailed, there could be no such collusion between Coasting
Vessels and Slavers. From these circumstances, and the ardent desire which, in his late Decrees,
His Catholick Majesty has shewn to destroy this Traffick, 1 infer that it was really his intention,
by Article 7 of the Instructions, to prohibit any transportation of Slaves by Sea, without Pass-
ports for that purpuse.

And that it was in this same spirit that the British Government concluded the Treaty I infer,
not only trom the detestation with which this Government is known to the civilized World
to view every thing that aids the Traffick ; but from rhe whole tenour of the analagous Article of
that Treaty, which was concluded in 1817, between His Britannick and Most Faithtul Majesty,
for the attainment of the same object. - , :

Now it is, on all sides, agreed, that the ¢ Mexicano' bad no passport from the Government of
the Havaunah for the 20 slaves belonging to the Conde de San Fernando, and whom this
Steam-vessel was transporting from Havannah to Matanzas ; she was therefore legally detained,
according to the Instructions in the possession ot the Detainer. .

But it is said, that the Government of this Island has never been in the practice of giving Pass-
ports to Ships transporting Slaves trom one Port to another.  As, bowever, it can never be urged
that the habitual infraction of a solemn Treaty justifies any particular Case of infraction when de-
tected, it is impossible not to allow that the penalties attendant upon detection, according to the
Treaty, have becn justly and legally incurred by this Steam-boat.
~ One of my Colleagues has urged, that this Article 7 of the Instrnctions is only a precautionary
or preventive one, not carrying any penalty along with it beyond the mere detention, and that,
consequently, althongh the Commander of the ¢ Pylades” was authorized by his Instructions to de-
tain the Stzam-vessel, no further penal consequences ought to ensue, Now true it is, that this
Article 7 of the Instructions appears to me to be the only Article, either in the Treaty or its Ap-
pendages, which clearly authorizes the detention of other Vessels than regular Slave-traders. But
1 cannot perceive how this circumstance should in any way destroy all the penal consequences at-
tendant appn detention,  Itis perfectly understood, that the detention of a Spanish Vessel on the
Coast of Cuda, by a British Cruizer, can fall under the cognizance of no other Tribunal than this
Mixed Commission. Now the 3d Article of the Regulations for the Mixed Commission, that is,
the general Regulation for their proceedings, states as follows, that the Commissioners shall pro-
ceed to examine Papers and receive depositions, in order to be able to judge and to pronounce if
the Vessel has been justly detained or not, accottting to the Stipulations of the Treaty; ¢ and,
in order that, according to this judgment, it may be condemned or liberated,” 1 am clearly; there-
fore, of opinioun, that, if the detention of the ¢ Mexicano™ be deemed just and legal by the
Mixed Commission, Coundemnation must follow, as the necessary consequence, according to
Article 3 of the Regulations.

It has been said by my Colleagues, that the above interpretation of the Treaty is so severe,
that it wounld subject any Vessel to condemnation which had two or thrée slaves on board, without
Passports from the Autborities on the spot,  On this head T would observe, first, that I know not
but that such may have been the intention of the High Contracting Parties, in order to destroy
the possibility of Coasting Vessels entering into collusion with Slave Vessels just returned from
the Coast of Africa; and secondly, that, in giving my opinion on the legality of a detention, I
do not feel myself entided, in any way, to discuss how tar the provisions of the Treaty may be
severe, and much less to swerve, from what I may judge, to be the obvious meaning of the
Articles. I am very willing, if my Colleagues desire it, that this matter should be submitted to the
consideration of our respective Governmeuts ; but,.so faras I am concernted, I have not the least
authority to make alterations or modifications, that, in my opinion, can only be effected by the
High Contracting Parties.

1 now come to the question of the Slaves and Cargo, that, according to the evidence, have been
detaived on board the ° Mexicano.” - Atrticle 7 of the Regulations scems, at first sight, to be
applicable to this subject, when it stipulates, that, in the Case of the condemnation of a Vessel for
an unlawful voyage, she shall be declared lawful Prize, as well as her Cargo, of whatever deserip-
tion it may be, with the exception of the Slaves, who may be on board as objects of Commerce,
and who are therefore to be emancipated.”” My Colleagues have said, that this voyage of the
Steam-boat was not unlawful, inasmuch as she was provided with a Licence to sail from Havannah

"to Matauzas ; but, as all the regular Slave-vessels condemned by this Commission have had Li-
cences to sail for the Coast of Africa, and have rendered their voynges home unlawful. by taking
slaves on board, so the voyage of the *¢ Mexicano’ became unlawful, so far as concerns this Mixed
Commission, the moment she took slaves on board without a proper Passport. If, theretore, this
Article 7 of the Regulations be held to apply to all Ships, whetber regular Stave-Vessels or not,
the consequence would be, that the Cargo on board must be condemned, and the Slaves, who may
bave heen on board as objects of Commerce, must be emancipated. Now it appears, trom the
evidence, that the Cargo of the ¢ Mexicano” belonged, as might be supposed in a Passage-Vessel,
to the Passengers and other Persous, in no way connected with the illicit part of this transaction ;
and it moreover appears, that rhe slaves who have been detained were on board, not as objects of
Commerce, but merely for the.purpose of being transported from one Estate of their Master to
another. 'The result of this is, that, were we to hold Article 7 to apply to the ¢¢ Mexicano,”
the Cargo, consisting of the property of Individuals wholly unconcerned with the illicit part of
zhe transaction, must be condemned, and the slaves, although the very cause of the detention, not
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being on board as objects of Commerce, mnst be returned to their Master—a consequence se
monstrous, and obviously unjust, that I have no hesitation in stating my opinion, that Article 7
of the Regulations does not apply to all Vessels, but ouly to regular Slave-traders.

My view of the Regulations for the Mixed Commission is as follows: Article 3 is a general
Article, authorizing them to decide on the legality or illegality ofall cases of detention whatsoever,
Article 4 then begins the particular Specification of the line of duty thev are to pursue, with. re-
spect to the ordinary cases of the infraction of the Lreaty, namely, r gular Slave-vessels, and the
following Arvicles, down to Article 10, relate to the same department of illicit Slave-trade; that
is, not in any way to such a peculiar and difficult Case as this of the << Mexicano.”” ~ It may then
be asked, what ought to be done, according to the Treaty; with the Cargo and Slaves detuined on
board? My decided feeling on the subject is, that they ought to be’returned to their respective
Propr etors, for the Treaty does not in my humble opinion seem to hyve made any pravision for
this very novel Case of Detention, so tar as the Cargo aund Slaves are concerned. It is my duty
to act upon the Treaty as 1 find it, and accovding to the interpretation, which Fmay think its
Articles most obviously bear, not to attempt to remedy what may possibly be its defects,

I conclude, therefore, in stating to my Colleagues, that, accorﬂ.ing to the Treaty, it is my
opinion, that the ‘< Mexicano’™ was justly detained, and therefore must be condemned, and that
she ought, as the Article 7 of the Regulations does not. apply to such Vessels, to be placed
torthwith at the disposition of the two Governments, for them to take such future measures with
respect to her, as they may judge proper. With respect to the Cargo and Slaves on board, it is
auy opinion, that they ought forthwith to be restored to their respective Proprietors.

(Signed) W. S. MACLEAY,

Eighth Enclosure in No. 89. (Translation.)
Sentéﬂce'of the Moxed Commission in the Case of the < Mexicano.”

HAVING considered the Proceedings of this Court, with respect to the detention of the Steam-
boat. ¢ Mezicano,” by the English Sloop-of-War ¢ Pylades,” having before us the Evidence
furnished by the different Parties, and likewise the Information given by his Excellency the Captain-
‘General® in his Letter of yesterday, with reference to the Municipal Regulations, and to the
-practice in:-consequence of such Regulations, observed in cases of slaves being passed fiom this
City to .the Estates of their Masters, or from one Estate to another, such as was the particular
Case, with respect to this Steam-boat, in which wére 20 Negroes belopging to the Conde de San
Fernando, who, after having kept them on his Sugar Lstate Jesus Maria, District of Guanabacoa;
was forwarding them, ander the care of his Attorney; to his other Sugar Fstate, called La dlcancia,
in the District of Matanzas, and considering that there is no proof  that these Negroes were on
board the Steam-boat for the express purpose of the Traffick ; we, the Undeisigned, unanimously
deglare, (the Boglish Commissioner referring for the reasons of his particular Opinion to the
Docpment which has been luid by him before the Court), that the said 20 Negroes ought to be.
restored to their Owner, and that the same rule ought to be adopted with respect to the cargo, of
every.deseription, that might bave been on board the detained Vessel at the period of her detention.

. Besides which, we, the Spanish Commissioners, have taken moreover into consideration, that
Article 7 of the Tnstructions annexed to the Treaty, appears only applicable to Voyages be-
yond Ses, from-one Port.to another of different Provinces, without being capable of an exten-
sion to Voyages only Coasting, and which take place by Sea, from one point of the Island to
another” only for greater convenience, since similar Journies may also be perfornied by Land ;
considering likewise, that, by means of such Coasting Voyages, Proprietors supply their Estates
with necessaries, while they also make them serve for the transportation of theijr crops, without
stheir being liable to examination, or any other formality ; considering also, that; as the Steam-
boat was proceeding to her destination, under the coufidence and good faith resulting from this
known practice; we, the said Spanish Commissioners, absolve her forthwith, directing that she
be freely delivered up to her Captain ; although it must be observed, that ‘on this last head the
_ Brifish Commissioner has dissented from the decision of ‘the majority of the Court, and has stated
‘the reasons for his pecaliar Opinion in the above-mentioned Document.

, And fipally, we, the Undersigned, unanimgusly declare, that, according to the Letter addressed
10 the Mixed Commission by the Captor, there baving been considered, on his part, to be cause,
.at Jeast sufficient, to subjeet the Vessel to detention, he, the said Captor, is not '1'e$[)0115ible for the
damages that may have resulted from it. Let all those concerned be informed of this Sentence,
and let it be communicated Officially, with a Copy, to his Excelleucy the Captain-General, in
order that it may be duly exccuted. -

(Signed) CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS.
. . RAFAEL DE QUESADA.
‘ . W. 8, MACLEAY.
‘Heudnnah, $0th August 1826, RAFAEL GONSALEZ, Secretary.
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No. 90.
W. 8. Macleay, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received Dec. 8.)

Srr, Havannah, September 30, 1826.

ON the 29th ult., His Majesty’s Ship < Aurora,” of 46 guns, commanded
by Captain C. J. Austen, when in the immediate vicinity of Santiago de
Cuba, detained the Spanish Brigantine Nucvo Campeador,” alias the
« Argus,” Juan Botel, Master, sailing at the time under Dutch Colours, and
having 263 slaves on board. On searching her, Captain Austen found that
she was provided not only with the usual Spanish, but also with a set of
Dutch Papers, to serve for her protection, as the Master stated, from South
American Privateers. The Vessel, however, clearly belonged to Santiago de
Cuba, and was declared by the Master to be bound to that Port from Old
Calabar, on the Coast of Africa, where she had taken on board 300 or 306
Negroes. About 40 of these had died on the passage from Africa, previous
to her being captured, and the health of the 263 survivors was in such a
deplorable state, that the Surgeon of the ¢ Aurora ” urged the necessity of
immediately landing 36 of the most sickly, as well on account of the impossi-
bility of these poor creatures being able to support the voyage to the Havan-
nah, as in order to preserve the lives of the rest. Captain Austen, after some
difficulty and delay, persuaded the Goyvernor of Santiago de Cuba to take
eharge of these 36 Negroes, and to give a Receipt for them. The “ Aurora”
then left that Port with the Brigantine, and the remaining Negroes, for the
purpose of having the Case adjudicated by the Mixed Commission here
established. .

While in the Harbour of Santiago de Cuba, Captain Austen was induced,
by motives of humanity, to permit the Master, who was also the ostensible
Owner of this Slave-vessel, to go on Shore, in order to visit his wife, who was
reported to be in a dying state, he giving his solemn promise to return;
instead of this, however, he took the opportunity of escaping from the City
into the imterior, as did subsequently also the: greatest part of the Crew.
Captain Austen, nevertheless, brought the Mate and 5 others, out of aCiew con-
sisting, at the period of capture, of 21 men, into this Port, where he arrived
on the 20th instant, after having lost 8 of the Negroes by sickness, on the
passage from Cuba ; 2 more died in this Harbour, so as to reduce the whole.
number of Negroes, delivered here into the care of the Person appointed by
the Captain-General to receive them, to 217, of whom 6 have died since the
disembarkation. Certificates of the deaths that took place during the time’
that the Negroes were under the charge ot Captain Austen were delivered in
by him with the other Papers. , ;

The Mixed Commission, consisting of the two Spanish Commissioners and
myself, having received the Affidavit of the Captor, and the Depositions of
the Mate, and 3 of the Crew of the Slave-vessel, issued, on the 27th instant, a.
Decree condemning the Vessel and Cargo, and emancipating the Slaves, as
well those landed at Santiago de Cuba, as those at the Havannah. I am
truly happy to state, that this Case offered not the slightest difficulty, the
Spanish Commissioners manifesting throughout the greatest desire to act up
to the spirit ot the Treaty. ,

I have the honour to transmit a Copy of the Letter addressed by Captain
Austen to the Mixed Commission, and of his Declaration, with an Abstract
of the Evidence, and a Translation of the Decree of the Court. Llikewise
forward Translations of the Letters addressed by the Mixed Commission to
the Captain-General, on the subject of the 36 Ncgroes left in Santiago de .
Cuba, and of the Answer returned by his Excellency, in which he undertakes
to securastheir freedom as decreed by the Mixed Commission.

It appears, by Memorandums endorsed on the Papers of this Slave-vessel,
that she was visited by the Boats of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Maidstone,” at the
Mouth of the Calabar, on the 30th of June last. S

‘ 1 have the honour to be, &c. ,
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) ~W. 8. MACLEAY.

&e. &e. - &c.
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First Enclosure in No. 90.
Receipt of the Governor of Santiago de Cuba, for 36 Negroes.

RECEIVED by me, Don Isidore Barradas, _Goycrno_r of.Santia:ro de (?xx})a, at the earnest
'réquést of Charles Joln Austen, Hsq. Captain of' His Britannick Ma]estg‘s Ship ¢ Aurora,” the
under-mentioned slaves, belonging to thie Brigantine Schooner * Nueve Campeador,”, capt‘ure.d by
that Ship, and brought into the Port of Santiago de Cub‘fi in coysequence of the very sickly
state of the slaves on hoard the said Schooner, which renders it absofwely vecessary they should
he landed, torthe presurvar"ion of the health of the .1~en.nninflul' of the slaves on their passage ta the
Havannal, to which Place she is bound for.a.d_[mixc'atlou,_v as also that these unfortunate and
wretched beings may receive the benefits of the Llites of the Church.

Men 23, women 6, boys 6, girl 1,—Total 34. © (Sigued) ISIDCRE BARRADAS.

On Board His Britannick Majesty’s Ship < dAurora,’ September 4, 182§,

Second Enclosure in No. 90.

Captain Austen to the Mixed Commission.

His Britannicl Majesty's Ship ¢ Aurora,”
Havannah, September 20, 1826,

1 BEG leave tu acquaint you with my arrival at this Port in His Majesty’s Ship under my
comumaud, with the ¢ Nuevo Campeador,” Spanish Brigantine, detsined off St. Jago de Cuba,
having at that time on board 263 siaves, frpm the Coast of Africa; for the turther particulars of
which T beg leave to refer you to the Documents which 1 have delivered to the British Commis-
sioner, consisting of my Affidavits and other Papers, all of which are endorsed by we.

1 beg leave to add, that Juan Botel, the Master of this Slavc—vessgl having represented to me
by. Letter (whilst we were lying in Santiago de Cuba, for the purpose of landing the sick Negroes
whicl, after a long Correspondence with the Governor of that Place;, I was enabled to do), that
Ris Wife was dangerously ill, andvarnestly entreated me to allow him to go on Shore to see her,
¥ was induced on the score of humanity to. allow him to do so, and have never seen him since,
though 1 waited some hours in the Port for that purpose.

’ I have, &c.

(Signed) ~ €HARLES JOHN AUSTEN.

HomourABLE GENTLEMBN,

The Members of: the Mized Commission.

'Third Enclosure in No. go.

Declarations of the Captor.

1, CHARLES JOHN AUSTEN, Captain of His Majesty’s 8hip ¢ Aurora,” hereby declare,
that, on the-29th day of August 1826, being in or about Latitude 19. 46, North, Longitude 75.
55. West, I detained the Brigantine Schooner ¢ Nuecve Campeador,” sailing under Spanish
Colours, but at the time of capture having Dutch Colours hoisted, wmed with | eight-ponnder,
‘24 muskets, 4 pistels, commanded by Juan Botel, who declared her to be bound from the Coast
of Africa to St. Jago de Cuba, with a Crew consisting ot 21 men, whose narnves, as declared by
them respectively, are inserted in a list at foot hereof, and baving on board 263 slaves, remaining,
trom 300 said to have been taken on-board at Old Calabar, on the Coast of Africa, 37 baving-died
on the passage to 5t, Jago de Cuba: they are enumerated as follows, viz :—

Healthy. Sickly. i

:LM,en S 156 ‘ 1
Women - - - 47 : 6
?Boys' - f 37 "
Girls - - - - | 14 i
Fotal 254 9

1 do further declare, that the said Schooner appeared to be seaworthy, and was-sapplied with a
sufficient stock of water and provisions for the support of the Negroes and Crew for their
destined voyage to Saint Jago de Cuba, but completely inadequate for their sustenance from this
Place to- the. Havanoak.
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1 do further declare, that the state and condirion of the health of thie slaves has been repre-
sented by the Sutgeon to-me, to be so geuerally bad, as, in his opinion, absolutely to require their
being lunded so soon as it may be practicable to do so. . ’

: (Signed) CHARLES JOHN AUSTEN.
Witnesses., (Signed) J. V. D. Larcom, Senior Lieat. of His Majesty’s Ship ¢ Aurora.”
H. Steerorp Nixow, 2d Lieut. of His Majesty’s Ship < Aurora.”
James OssorNe, Surgeon of His Majesty’s Ship ¢f Aurora.”

[Here follows the List of the Crew ot the Schooner ¢ El Nuevo Campeador.”]

1, CHARLES JOHN AUSTEN, Captain of His Britannick Mujesty’s Ship © Aurora,” do
furher declare, that the Surgeon finding the state and condition of the health of the slaves so
generally bad, as, in his opinion, absolutely to require their being landed so soon as it may be
practicable to do so; and 1 further considering, that the time which must elapse before they
could have reached the Havanuah, to which Place it is my intention to carry the Schooner for.
adjudication, would in all human probability be attended with very fatal consequences to the lives
of a large proportion of the Negroes ; I did, therefore, on the 4th day of Septersber 1826, des-
embark the following 36 slaves at Santiago de Cuba, were they now remain. -

Healtby. Sickly,
Mene = = = = : € 23 -
Women « = - e &
L Boys - - - - * 6
Girly - « - - ¢ 1
1 Total i i 36 /

(Signed)  CHARLES JOHN AUSTEN.
Witnesses, (Signed) J. V. . Lancem, Senior Lisut, of His Majesty's Ship ¢ Aurora,”
Jamws OssoanE, Burgeon of Hiv Majesty’s Ship ¢ Aurora,”™

PORCETW I v AT e

Fourth Enclosure in No. 90.

Abstract of Evidence.

HENRY SCHOTSZ, a Protestant, deposed, that he isa Native of Hamburgh, aged 32 Vears,
wnmarried, and by profession a Seaman ; that he served lately as Mate on board the Brigantine
Schooner ‘¢ El Nuevo Campeador ; that he arrived in this Port of the Havannah in the said
Brigantine, whicl hasbeen captured and carried in here by the English Frigate ‘¢ Aurora,” on
account of their. having been found on board a Cargo of Bozal Negraes, proceeding from the
Coast of Africa, and destined for the Province of Cuba:; that this Vessel sailed from- Cuba, on the
30th May of this Year, the Deponent believing at the time, aceording to the Declaration of the
Master; that she was bound to-the Portuguese Island Del Principe ; but that instéa of this the
Vessel proceeded straight to the River of Calabar, on thie said Coast, where the said Master coma
menced a Lraffick of Slaves, and obtained about 300, with whem he set sail for tHe said Province
of Santiago de Cuba, near which Port the Scliooner was captured ; that the Master and Otimer
of the Schooner was Don Juan Botel, a Spaniard by birth, who was on board at the time the
Vessel was captured by the English Frigate; that the Deponent is ignorant where the said Botel
now is; because the Crew when taken were separated, the said Captain Botel being taken ou board
the Frigate, and this Depenent. remaining on board the Schooner to fake care of the Negroes ;
that he, this Deponent, can, however, state that, according to what he heard, the said Juan Botel
remains on Shore-at Cuba ; that-there were 263 Negroes on board at the time of tlie capture, the

- ethers having died on the passage from Africa to- Caba, and thiat of these 263, tlrere were 36 left
at Cuba:in the cate of .the Government.

FRANCISCO FRASQUET, a€atholick, deposed, that heisa Nativeof Barcelotin, aged 23 Years,
wnmastied, and by profession a Sailor; that he was lately in this capacity servivg on board the Bii-
gantine Schooner “ Nuevo Campeador,” Captain Don Juan Botel; that he has arrived- herein econ-
sequence of the captare of the said Schooner, with a Cargo of Bozal Negroes on board, made by

- His Britannick Majesty’s Frigate ¢ Aarora,” close off Santiago de Cuba ; that' the said Cargo of
Megroes was taken on hoard. at Calabar, on- the Coast of Africa, where- 300 or 306- wers
embarked ; that the Deponent knows not how many ot them were in existence at the momént of
the eapture, because many had died on the passage, and the Deponent was not preseut- whei
they were numbered ;: that some of the captured Negroes remuipedl at Cuba sick, but how'many he
knows: not ; that-the said Schoener was- fitted out and equipped for the voyvage to- Cxlabar; in the.
storesaid. City of Santiago de: Cuba, to- which. Port shes was' proceeding: at tlie: moment of
eapture ; that Captain Don Juan. Botel, according to what- this Deponent has heat'd,; remained-at

- Cuba, the Captain of the Frigate having given him leave to go on Shore to visit his wife, who was
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sick, and that he knows nothing of him, since that time ; that the Deponent,-on leaving Cuba.for the
«Coast of Alvica, was a common Sailor, but that the Boatswain, Pablo George, beiug taken so il
that it was found necessary to leave him in Africa, the Deponent then succeeded to his place,
and was performing the duties of it at the time of the capture ; that D. José Chamorro, who is
dinscribed on the List of the Crew as next in command to the Master and Mate, remains likewise
in Cuba umwell, but that the Deponent knows not how he got on Shiore.

LORENZO CITTERICH, a Catholick, deposed, that he is a Native of Venice, aged 34 Years,
wnmarried, and by trade a 8ailor, that he came to the Havannah in the  English Frigate
¢ Aurora,” which lately arrived in this Port, in consequence of baving captured the Brigantine
:Schooner ¢ El Nuevo Campeador,” in which this Deponent was a sailor ; that the said Schooner
was captured close offthe Morro of Santiago deCuba, on account of there having been found on board
a Cargo of Bozal Negroes ; that the Vessel was then proceeding from Old Calabar, on the Coast
of Africa, where she had taken ou board 300 or 306 Negroes, of whom 36 or 37 may perhaps
‘bave died previously to the capture, that Don wuan Botel was the Owner, Captain, and Master of
the said Scheoner, and the Mate was Henrique Schotsz, who is now in prisen with the Deponent,
that the said Vessel was fitted out for the Vayage to Africa in Santiagg de Cuba; that the Master,
Don Juan Botel, remained in Cuba, although this Deponent does not positively know the cause of
his having been allowed to land, any further than that he heard it was on account of sickness ; that
D José Chamorro, who was one of the Crew captured on board the Schoouer, remiained also at
"Cuba, but the Deponent knows not how he contrived to get on Shore, because the said Chamarro
semained on board the Schooner, and the Deponent was taken on board the Frigate; that
Estevan Rodriquez, who is inscribed in the List of the Crew as Cook of the Schooner, was-unever
employed in that capacity, the Deponent being the only Cook, from the moment of leaving
the Port of Santiago de Cuba ; that the said Rodriquez remaius in Cuba, but how or why this
Depenent knows not, and that Pablo George, the Boatswain, remaived at Calabar sick,

LOUIS ROLLE, a man ot Colour, and a Catholick, deposed, that heis a Native ot Martinique,
-aged 26 Years, and by trade a Carpenter, that on Wednesday last he arrived in this Port on
board the Brigantine Schoouer *¢ El Nuevo Campeador,” captured by the English Frigate
¢ Aurora,” opposite te the Morro of Santiago de Cuba ; that the cause of the said capture was a
Cargo of Bozal Negroes having been found on board ; that the Vessel at the time was proceeding
" tvoni Calabar on the ‘Coast of Africa, which Place she left with 300 or more Negroes, of whom,
- 460 or more were in -existence at the period “of hier detention, the others baving died on
the ‘passage ; that this- Deponent was Carpenter on board the Schooner; that the Master of the
Vessel was Juan Botel, and that the Deponent is ignorant of there being any other Owner ; that
the said Botel and José Chamorro remained at Cuba, the former because his wife was sick, and the
other he knows not on what account ; aud finally, that Pablo George was left sick at Calabar.

Fifth Enclosure in No. 90. (Translation, )

Sentence.

B ; Hayannak, September. 27, 1826,
HAVING taken into, consideration. the Judicial Proceedings consequent upon the detention of
“the Spanish Merchant Schooner ¢ Nuevo Campeador,” Don Juan Botel, Cdptain, Master, and
Owner, with a Cargo of 263 Negroes on board at the time of her detention, which was effected in
the immediate Vicinity of the Port of Santiago de Cuba, by the English Frigate ¢ Auvrora,”
commanded by Captain Charles John Austen ; and having found; acgording to-these proceedings,
that, although the Declaration of the aforesaid Don Juan Botel is wanting, owing to this Person’s
escape in the City of Sautiago, it is nevertheless most completely proved by the Declarations of
the several Witnesses examined, and by the Papers of the Vessel, that the said Schiooner having
sailed from the aforesaid Port, in the Month of April in the present Year, with Papers and Cargo,
as if for the Portuguese Island << El Principe,” proceeded straight to Old Calabar, on the Coast
of Africa, where she tock on hoard 300 or 306 slaves, of whom so many died on her passage'
10 Cuba as to redns the number to 263, of which last number, according to the Evidence of the
Captor and the Re.cipt of the Governor of the City of Santiago de Cuba,” produced by the said
Captor, 36 were left in the said City, on account of their extreme sickness, and 10, as appears by
the Capror's Certificate, subsequently died. We do now, with due regard to the merits of the
«Cause, and according to the usual brief and summary mode of proceeding which has been adopted by
the Mixed Conunission in all such Cases, when the truth has béen made manifest, lereby declare,
that the capture of the said Schooner ‘¢ Nuevo Campeador,”” and of the 263 Negroes found on
Dboard, is good and Jegal, and that the said Schooner, her tackle, ‘apparel, and ‘whatever shé¢ may
contain, are subject and liable to coufiscation, with the exceprion of the aforesaid Negroes, who
-ate. Jeclared to be freed from all slavery aud captivity. It is accordingly hcl'eby directed that,
with respect to the sail Vessel, and whatever belongs to her, a Valuation shall be made thereof
ander Oath, by the Principal Masters of the. Royal Arsenal, who shall give in a proper V()llche:-
1o this effect, and that she shall be exposed to publick auction, in the presenée ot the Royal
Notary Don José Ratael de Meja, in order that, being disposed of to the highest biddér, in the
Auction:Room of Don Antonio Galea, the proceeds may be applied o the benefit of the
two Governments, the said Vessel being for.the present placed in deposit with Don Jayme
Audreu, who shall likewise swear faithfully to peform his duty, and shall. receive Ler from the
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the Captor, according to formal Inventory ; proceeding, moreover, without loss of time, to de-
liver £o such of the said Negroes as are in this City, their Certificate of Emancipation, by the means,
as is customary, of the Deputy Secretary, Don Rafael Gonzales Barranco, who is appointed to per-
form that duty. An official Letter, with a certified Copy ot tle Seutence, shall be forthwith ad-
dressed to his Excellency the Captain-General, in order that he may take the proper measures for
that purpose ; and with respect to those Negroes who are left in Santiago de Cuba, as the liberiy
1o which they are entitled, ought not to be delayed, his Excellency shall be further requested to
appoint in that Citya Person in whom be has confidence, or to direct the Gover: or of it to appoint
such a Person to deliver to them also their respective Certificates of Liberty, according to the form
that has hitherto been adopted, For which purpose there shall be transmitted to Cuba, throngh
the medium of his Excellency, thé necessary printed Certificates, duly legalized by the Mixed Com-
mission, having blanks to be filled up with the descriptions and peculiar marks of each Person, so as
- to secure their identity, and being marked from No. 'l to No. 36 inclusive, care being taken to
suspend to the neck of each Negro, a small piece of tin-plate, corresponding with the number of the
Certificate, and also to make out accarately a separate account of all that is written on each of
these Certificates, so that it may be transmitted to this Mixed Commission, and form part of the
Book in which all such accounts are inserted, while a Duplicate, or certified Copy, of this Docu-~
ment shall be left in Santiago de Cuba, for the purpose of clearing up any doubt that mayin
future occur ; and, according to the mode of proceeding that has been practised in all such mat-
ters, the said- Negroes are placed at the disposal of the aforesaid Governor of Cuba, for bim te
dispose of them during the years of their apprenticeship, in conformity to the Instructions which
his Excellency will communicate to him. ‘ :

(Signed)  W. S. MACLEAY.
CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS.
RAFAEL DE QUESADA.
RAFAEL GONZALES, Secretary.

Sixth Enclosure-in No. 90. (Translation.)

The Mixed Commission to the Captain- General.

Srir, Huvannah, September 27, 1826.

BY the accompanying certified Copy, your Excellency will be made acquainted with the Defini-
five Sentence issued by this Mixed Commission, in the Case ot the Capture of the Brigantine
Schooner ¢ Nuevo Campeador,” with a Cargo of Bozal Negroes, by the English Frigate ¢ Aurora,”
which Sentence declares the detention ot this Vessel to be good and legal, and the said Negroes
- 10 be free from all slavery and captivity.

Among the Negroes found on board, there were 36 who, on account of ill health, were left at
Santiago de Cuba, in charge of the Governor of that Place, according to the Receipt given by him
to the English Captain, of which a Copy is herewith enclosed to your Excellency. In consequence
of what has been determined in the said Definitive Sentence, the Mixed Commission now proceeds
to deliver the Certificates of Emancipation to those Negroes who Lave been brought into this Ciry,
placing them forthwith at the disposal of your Excellency in the enstomary form, Not being able
1o do the same for those Negroes who were left at Santiago de Cuba, where the Commission has
no Agent whatever, the Undersigned have deemed it their duty to request your Excellency, in this
novel Case, to assist them in carrying the above-mentioned Sentence into effect, so that the Ne-
groes left at Santiago may not have the important benefic of their liberty retarded. For this pur-
pose the Undersigned herewith transmit and place at the disposal of your Excellency, 36 blank
Certificates of Liberty, with 4 -others, to be used in the event of any error m the former rendering
ihem necessary. - .

- (God preserve your Excellency many Years. :
(Signed) W. 8. MACLEAY. N
, CLAUDIO MARTINEZ DE PINILLOS.

His Excellency the Captain-General. RAFAEL DE QUESADA.
Seventh Enclosure in No. go. © (Translation.)

The Captain-Generad to the Mized Commission.

GENTLEMEN, Havannah, September 29, 1826;

WITH your Official Letter of the 27th instant, I received a certified Copy of the Definitive
Sentence pronounced by you in the Case of the capture lately made of the Spanish Merchant
Brigantine Schooner ¢ Nuevo Campeador,” with a Cargo of Bozal Negroes, -and also 40 Certifi-
cates of Emancipation, duly signed by you, and numbered from 1 to 36, with 4 more, which 40
Certificates are destined for 36 Negroes left in Cuba, and belonging to the said Cargo. Entering
into the anxiety expressed by you that 1 should, on my part, co-operate 50 as to give the afore-
said Sentence its full and proper effect with respect to the said 36 Negroes, and, in order that the
benefit of their liberty may suffer no delay, I have acceded to your request, with the advice  f the
- Auditor of War, 2ud, in consequence, Row transmit to the- Governor of Santiago de Cuba the
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Appointment of a Person in whom T have full confidence, aml. whose duty it‘\vill.be to deliver the
said Certifieates, and to carry the other parts of the Seutence into cffect.” To this Person 1 trans-
mit the above-mentioned Certificates, with 80 Copies of Forms for registering the descriptions of
the said Negroes, and the like number of Conditions, all signed by me; so that every necessary
precaution and measure may be taken tor the dispatch of this affair, and for the disposal of the
Negroes, iu the asual maoner. I have also, at the same time, divected him to seud me, with the
least possible delay, the particular kind of Register mentioned in the said Sentence, whx.c.h, as soon
as T receive, 1 shall, according to your request, transmit to you for the object you specity.
God preserve you many Years.
(Signed) FRANS. DIONISIO VIVES.

The Members of the Mized Commission.

No. 91..
1. S. Macleay, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received December 8.)

SIR, Huvanpah, October 9, 1826.

Ou the 3d instant, the Spanish Brig  San Pedro,” alias Currutaco,”
Juan Coll, Master, which Vessel, as reported to you in tne Despatch of His
Majesty’s Commissioners of the 11th of March of this Year, sailed from this
Port on the 26th of February last, arrived here from the Coast of Africa, in
ballast, atter having landed a Cargo of Negroes on the Coast, to the Westward
of the Island. :

I have not been able to learn the number of Negroes she disembarked.

I have the honour to be, &e.

K (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY.
The Right Hon. George Canning,
e &e. &e.

No. 92.
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 20, 1826.

"IN compliance with the desire which you have expressed, that you should
have some assistance for carrying on the details of your Correspondence with
this Office, Mr. Secretary Cauning has selected Mr Richard Belgrave Jack-
son, the bearer of this Letter, to be Clerk to His Majesty’s Commissioners
at the Havannah. -

You will employ Mr. Jackson accordingly, in the business of the British
Commissioners, in the manner in which he may be made most useful to the
purpose for which he is sent out. ‘

Mr. Canning has allowed to Mr. Jackson a Sum, by way of Outfit, which
has been paid to him here; and he has assigned to him a Salary of 300, a
Year, to commence from the 10th of October 1826, and to be augmented
every Year, at the rate of £925. a Year, until the Salary shall reach the
amount of #£500. a Year. And Mr. Canning has been pleased to hold out
to Mr. Jackson the prospect, that, provided he shall conduct himself to the
satisfaction of his Superiors, a Pension, not cxceeding the half of his Salary,
may be granted to him after 12 Years actual service at the Havannah.

1.am directed, by Mr. Canning, to acquaint you with this arrangement,
and to request that you will pay to Mr. Jackson the Salary assigned to him,
in Quarterly Payments, as it shall become due, including the same in the
Contingent Accounts of the Commission, and drawing for itupon the Agent
to the Commission, according to the Account and Vouchers which you will
send in, with a Letter to me on the occasion.

' ‘ Iam, &ec. ' :
His Myjesty’s Commissioners. (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Jun.
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No. 93.
M. Secretary. Canning to His Majesty’'s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreron Office, December 30, 1826.
5 i ’

YOUR several Despatches, to the 9th of October inclusive, have been
duly received. _

I transmit to you, for your information, the accompanying Copy of a
Despatch*, which I addressed to His Majesty’s Envoy at Madrid on the 10th
ult., upon the subject of the violations of the Treaty, as stated in your Des-
patches of the 9th of August, and of the 2d, 4th, and 11th of September
last. : ‘

You will continue to watch over and report to me the particulars of every
transaction which may come under your knowledge, connected with illegal
Slave-trade upon the Coast of Cuba. .

I am, &e.

His Majesty's Commissioners. ’ (Signed) " GEORGE CANNING.

* Sge Class B.
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No. 94.

His Muajesty’'s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Received April 10, 1826.)

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, December 28, 1825.

‘WE have the honour to acquaint you, for your information, that His
Imperial Majesty has been pleased to appeint Senhor Jodo Carneiro de
Campos to the Office of Commissary Judge of the Mixed Commission here
established, which Oifice became vacant on the confirmation of Senhor
José Silvestre Ribello to the Appointment of Brazilian Chargé d’Affaires to
The United States of North America; and that our new Colleague, after
taking the prescribed Oath before the Chancellor, was duly installed on

. the 7th nstant. We have the honour to be, &c.
‘ (Signed) HENRY HAYNE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, ALEX. CUNNINGHAM.

&e. &e. &e.

No. 95.

His Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
( Received April 10,1826.)

Sig, Rio de Janeiro, December 30, 1825,

"SHORTLY after the signing of the new Slave-trade Treaty with the
Brazilian Government, by Sir Charles Stuart, we were enabled tully to
satisfy ourselves of the truth of suspicions, which we had entertained for some
time, not only of irregularities, but actual malversation, on the part of some
of those Persons who had been appointed to superintend the care and well-
‘being of those Negroes who have received their Emancipation, trom the
Mixed Commission here established, under the late Convention with
Portugal. ‘ :

Having ascertained that Sn*. Manuel Joag™. Gliz. de Magelloens, the
- present Curador of the Emancipated Negroes, had been coliecting money in
the capacity of Curador, under the semblance of authority from the Trea-
surer, from Persons to whom some of the emancipated Negroes had been
apprenticed, under the condition of an annual payment for their labour, which
sum was to be placed in deposit, to be divided amongst them, at the expira-
tion of their term of servitude; that he had made this collection without the
authority of the Treasurer, and had applied it to other uses than those pre-
scribed by the Alvard. We felt it to be our duty, after taking pains to satisfy
ourselves of the facts, to call the attention of His Imperial Majesty’s Govern-
ment to a T'ransaction, in itself fraudulent and disgraceful, as well as prejudi-
cial to the emancipated Negroes, to remain under the superintendence of a
Man, who, if be could be guilty of such a crime, might be supposed to be fully
equal to committing the more heinous one, of selling those nto slavery who
had been emancipated atid placed under his especial superintendence, which
ahominable crime is said to have been practised, though we have not been
able to obtain proof of a single instance of it.
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To call the attention of His Imperial Majesty’s Government to this Case,
with the greatest chance of success, knowing that Sir Charles Stuart was in
daily intercourse with the Ministers of State, we stated, verbally, the circum-
stances to his Excellency, with a view to his urging His Imperial Majesty’s
Ministers to an investigation into them, to which Sir Charles listened with
readiness, and requested us to write to him a Letter on the subject, a Copy of
which we have the honour to enclose for your information.

We earnestly hope, Sir, for the sake of the emancipated Negroes, that the
system of superintendence of their welfare, which has hitherto been pursued,
may undergo some reform, at least periodical investigation, or any other checks
that can be devised to prevent a recurrence of the evils complained of,
which, since a period has at length been happily fixed, for the entire and
complete abolition of the Traffick, it will, doubtless, tend greatly to enhance
the value of those Slaves already imported and, therefore, hold out greater
temptation to the evil-disposed of re-enslaving those who have received their
Manumisgion. ,

The system prescribed by the Alvara of 26th January 1818, would, we con-
ceive, in a great measure, meet its object, provided a reliance could be placed
on the probity of those employed under it; and, if we might be allowed
the liberty of suggest'ng an Amendment thereto, it would be, that the
Curador should be obliged to keep a regular and accurate Register of all the
.emancipated Negroes, together with the names and address of all those who
have hired them, who should be made responsible for them under a penalty,
and answer for their appearance before their Superintendent twice a Year; and
to give proof of death, or absconding, if either should have happened since
the last Inspection, and the Superintendent bimself should be obliged Halt-
Yearly, and always when called upon, to make his Report to the Juiz da
Camarca, for the time being, or to some other Authority, in order to insure
the falfilment of his duty, and have a check upon his integrity ; which, 1n
our humble opinion, would greatly tend to prevent the abuses now said

to be practised. We have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, ALEX. CUNNINGHAM.

&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 95.
The British Commissioners to Sir Charles Stuart.

Sig, " Rio de Janeiro, November 19, 1825,

FINDING, by the Slave-trade Convention between His Britannick Majesty and His Majesty
The Emperor of Brazil, signed by your Excellency on the 18th October last,* that the Stipula'tiuns'
relative to the treatment of Emancipated Negroes, are similar to tliose contained in the late
Convention with Portugal, under which we have been acting, we feel it to be a duty incumbent
upon us to state to your Excellency, that some abuses aud malversations- in that -particular, bave,
of late, come within our observation, to enable your Excelleney, if you should think fit, to draw
the attention of His Tmperial Majesty’s Government to the provisions contained in the 5th Article
of the Alvard of the 26th January 1818, with a view of rectitying the existing perversion of them.

Report says, that many of the emancipated Negroes have been sold as Slaves ; of this we have
no proof, but, since those who hired them have never been called upon to produce them before any.
competent Authority, such abuse is practicable.

The majority of the Negroes who have been emancipated by the Mixed Commission, were ’
hired out to Individuals, who were to support, clothe, and instruct them, and pay a certain sum
annually, which sum was to be dcposited'in a coffer with three keys, one to be kept by the
Juiz da Camarca, another by the .Curador, and the third by a Treasurer, and at the expiration ot
the fixed term of the Free Negroes® servitude, the balance was to be distributed among them. It is
in this Department, Sir, that investigation is more especially necessary, as the Treasurer takes no-
steps to collect annually the amount due for the Negroes’ services ; and we have certain informa-
tion that Manoel Joaqm. Gliz. de Magelloens, the Curadir,’ has gouwe about with a List, as
complete as he could makeit, of those who are in possession of the Negroes hired out, whose interests
and comforts he is cspecially appointed to watch, and has received the amount -due, giving
a receipt in his own name; which amount the Treasurer declares he has never received, and that

- % Not subsequently ratifieds
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the Curador had no authority from him to-collect any money on account of the emancipated
‘Wegroes,. : ) ,

This is an abuse which your Excellency will perceive reguires to be checked, and investigation
on the part of His Imperial Majesty’s Government, may possibly throw light upon others, which

-are not within our reach, We have the honour to be, &e. -
: , {Signed) HENRY HAYNT.
The Right Hon. Sir Charles Stuart, G, C.B. ALEX. CUNNINGHAARL
&e. &c. &e.
No. 96.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr.Secretary Camzz'ng.——-(;Received April10.)

Sir, Lio de Janciro, January lb, 1826.
AGREEBLY to your Instructions, to forward to you Half-Yearly Reports

-of the Cases which arc brought to us for Adjudication, we have the honour
to inform you, that no Case has been laid before us since pur Report of Jaly

Tast. We have the honour to be,j&c.
‘ ' (Sigued) "HENRY HAYNE. _
The Right Eon. George Canning, - ALEX. CUNNINGHAM.

&ec. e. &c.

No. 97.
Mr. Seccretary Canning to s Majestyi's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreégn,Oﬁce, May 16, 1826.

I HAVE reccived your Despatch of the 30th of December last, suggesting
some Regulations for the amelioration of the treatment of emancipated Slaves.

I cordially concur in the object of these suggestions. I beg that you will
take an early opportunity of conferring upon the point with your Brazilian
Colleagues, and of making a joint representation on the subject, through the
- proper Chaunuel, to the Brazilian Government.

You will press upon the Ministers of Brazil the adoption of Regulations
better suited than the present appear to be, to their beneficent purpose ; and,
whenever such Regulations shall have been adopted, you will have the good-
ness to give, to the due execution of the new System, the benefit of your super-
intendence, reporting to me from time to time the result therect. '

: ‘ I am, &e.
His Majesty’s Commissioners. (Signed) GEGRGE CANNNING.

No. g8.
His Majestyy's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning — ( Received Nov.28.)

Siz, Rio de Janciro, July 30, 1826.

WE I}avq Fhe honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 20th ultimo, of
two Copies of Papers, marked A and B, relative to the Slave-trade, which
were presented to both Houses of Parliament, in the course of the last Ses-

sion, We have the honour to be, &e.
. (Signed) HENRY HAYNE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, ALEX. CUNNINGHAM.

&e. &e. &e.
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No. 99. .
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning ~-(Received Nov.28.)

Sie, Rio de Janciro, Augizst 1, 1826,

WE. have the honour to inform you, that during the Half Year, ending on
the 1st of July last, no Slave-vessel was brought in here for Adjudication.

We were unable to forward this Report, at the usual time, owing to Mr.
Hayne's being, at that period, dangerously ill of an inflammatory bilious
fever; and Mr. Cunningham laid up, in consequence of a severe fall from his
horse ; but we are happy to say that we are now both convalescent ; and have
the nonour to be, &e.

(Signed) ~ HENRY HAYNE.
The Right Hon. George Canning. ALEX. CUNNINGHAM.
&c. &e. &e.
No. 100.

Henry Hayne, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Reecived Dec. >16.)

SIg, : Rio de Janeiro, October 26, 1826,

IT is with great regret that I feel myself under the necessity of earnestly
soliciting your kind interposition, to obtain for me His Majesty’s gracious
~ permission to return to England, for the purpose of re-establishing my health,
which has of late suffered materially from the effects of the Climate.

I am at this moment in a great state of debility, the effects of a relapse,
after only six weeks convalescence from my late serious illness.

I had hoped that I should have been able to have remained at my Post
until the final abolition of the Slave-trade in this Country, which I still do
not altogether despair of accomplishing, provided the change of air to the
neighbouring Mountains answers the desired end, and it is only on its failure,
and its being deemed highly expedient by the Faculty for me to remove to -
another Climate, that I should think of availing myself of the leave of absence
I now solicit. ]

On this plea, Sir, may I entreat that such conditional leave may be for-
warded to me, as will warrant my quitting my Post for the recovery of my

Lealth. : I have the honour to be, &ec.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) HENRY HAYNE.
&e. &c. &e. :

‘No. 101.

Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to Henry Hayne, Esq.

Sz, Foreign Offfice, December 16, 1826,

MR. SECRETARY CANNING has received your Letter of the 26th of
October 1826, and I am directed by him to state to you, that, under the
circumstances which yon mention, with respect to your health, Mr. Canning
consents to your having a conditional leave to return to England for a period
of six Months, if the state of your health should absolutely require it.
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You are aware that your Salary will be diminished by one half during
your absence, and that the period of your absence cannot be counted as
“actual service at your Post,” in consideration of which a Pension may
eventually be granted to you.

I am, &ec.
Henry Hayne, Esq. (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Juw.
No. 102.

M. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 30, 1826.
 YOUR several Despatches, to the 26th of October last inclusive, have been
duly received.

I am, &ec.

His Majesty’s Commussioners. (Signed)  GEORGE CANNING.

/
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SURINAM.

No. 103.
My. Secretary Canning (o His Majesty’s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, March 13, 1826.

WITH reference to the Treaty with the Netherlands, for the prevention
of the Slave-trade, I have to acquaint you, that, by a Communication-
received this day from the Admiralty, it appears that the Instructions
roferred to in the said Treaty, have been issued to the following Ships and
Veéssels of His Majesty’s Navy :—

Names, Guns. Commandera,
Hussar «oeeeossssoe 46 .. 00.n G. Harris.
Bragen «...eocesenes 26...... G. W, Willes.
Primrose «.-eeonces 18...... Oct. V. Vernon.
Redwing...ooconneee 18 ...... D. C. Clavering.
Dispatch «evvnv o 18 . ..ene Robt. W. Parsons.
Forret «onveeineneis 1000000 « Wm. Hobson.
Conflict ....... fene 12 .000een Lieut. J. Chrystie.

And that the Instructions which had been issued to His Majesty’s Ships
« Pyramus,” Ariadne,” © Bann,” « Victor,” Ringdove,” and ¢ Grecian”™
have been recalled and cancelled.
I am, &ec.

His Mujesty’s Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

No. 104.
His Majesty sCommissioners to My Secretary Canning —(Received Aprilat.)

Str, Surinam, Junuary 18, 1826.

IN reference to the Correspondence reported in Class B. of the Papers laid
before Parliament for the Year 1825, page 81, on the subject of the insufli-
ciency of the Dutch Naval Force on this Station, to prevent the fraudulent
importation of Slaves, and the promise therein expressed by the Minister of
His Netherlands Majesty, that measures should be adopted-in order constantly
to maintain at Surinam a Cruizer, in’ aid .of one of the Dutch Ships-of-War
stationed in the West Indies; we feel it our duty to acquaint you, that there
has been no Dutch Vessel-of-War here of any description since the 3d of
July last, when the « Mercure " Brig (Captain Muller) left this Port for
Curagoa, and that we still continue without one, notwithstanding the frequent
prevalence. of reports of Slave-ships being off the Coast, and effecting illicit
debarkations, but of which it is almost impossible to obtain any conclusive
evidence. ' '

' We have the honour to be, &e. -
(Signed) CHRIS. EDWD. LEFROY,
The Right Hon. George Canning, J. H. LANCE.
: ¢ ‘ S

c. &e.
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No. 105.

Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty’s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, ' Foreign Office, June 28, 1826,
I TRANSMITTED your Despatch: of the 18th of January last, on the

want of Dutch Cruizers at Surinam, to His Majesty’s Ambassador in the
Netherlands, with Instructions to represent to the Netherlands Government
the circumstances stated in your Communication, and I now send to you
the Copy of the Answer from the Netherlands Minister,* by which it
appears that, since the Month of February last, the Dutch Brig-of-War ¢ De
Valk,” has been cruizing upon that Station; and that measures have been
taken to ensure in future the regular performance of this Service.
I am, &ec.
His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

* See Class B,

No. 106.

My. Secretary Canning to His Majesty’s Commissioners.

GFNTLEMEN, Foreign Office, July 8, 1826.

I SEND to you, for the information of yourselves, and of the other Gentle-
men composing the Board of Commission whereof vou are Members, the
accompanying Copy of a Note, which 1 have received from His Netherlands
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at this Court, by which it appears that the Nether-
lands Brig-of-War ¢ Panther,” destined for the West Indies, will be fur-
nished with a Copy of the Treaty of the 4th of May 1818, and the Documents
annexed thercto, for the suppression of the Traffick in Slaves.

I am, &ec.
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.
His Majesty’s Commissioners.

~

» No. 107.
His Mayesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received July15.)

Sir, Surinam, May 15, 1826.

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch dated
March 13, 1826, acquainting us, that the Instructions referred to in the
Treaty with the Netherlands for the prevention of the Slave-trade, have been
issued to the following Ships and Vessels of His Majesty’s Navy :—

Names. Guns. Commanders.

USSAT v v'e v v nnnnns 46...... G. Harris,
Brazen ............ 26...... G. W. Willes,
Prunrose ..... hee.s 1B, Qct. V. Vernon,
Redwing. ........... 18...... D. C. Clavering.
Dispateh ....... DRSNS F: A R. W, Parsons.
Ferret..ooveunnon. .. 10, ..... W. Hobson.
Conflict ............ 12...... Lieut. J. Chrystie.

And that”the Instructions which had been issued to His Majesty’s Ships
yramus,” © Ariadne,” *“ Bann,” < Fictor,” Ringdove,” and “ Grecian,”
hLiave been recalled and cancelled. ‘

[13

We have the honour to be, &e.

o (Signed) . CHRIS. EDWD. LEFROY.
The Right Hon. George Canning, J. H. LANCE.
&ec. &ec. &e.
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No. 108.
M. Secretary Canning to His Majésty’s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 5, 1826.

I HAVE to acquaint you, for your information, and that of the other
Gentlemen composing the Mixed Board of Commission, of which you are
Members, that it appears, by a Communication from the Admiralty, under
date of the 25th ult. that the Instructions referred to in the Treaty ‘between
Great Britain and the Netherlands, for the suppression of the Slave-trade,
have been issued to the following Ships and Vessels of His Majesty’s Navy :

Naines. Guns. Commanders,
Druwid....e ou..46........Lieut. Chambers.
North Star...... 98, .. uens . Capt. Arabin.

Seylla o ovovnns IS - Wm. Hobson.
Pylades. ......... 18 cecee-s ‘G, V. Jackson.

And that those Instructions have been recalled and cancelled which had

been issued to His Majesty’s Ships ¢ Hussar,” Dartmouth,” « Dispatch,”
-« Ferret,” and ¢ Swinger.” I am, &ec. o '

: ’ (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

His Majesty’'s Commissioners. ' T

No. 109.
His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received Dec. 18.)

(Extract.) - Surinam, Seplembéi- 22, 1826.

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, dated
May 6, 1826, accompanied by the Papers, marked A. and B., relative to the
Slave-trade, which were presented to both Houses of Parliament by His
Majesty’s Command, in the course of the last Session.

P (Signed) CHRIS. EDWD. LEFRUY.
The Right Hon. George Canning. J. H. LANCE.
&e. &c. = §e '

No. 110.
His Mujesty’s Commiissioners 1o M. Secretary Canmng —( Received Dec.15.)

SIR, ) ' Surinam, Septcmber 25, 1826,

WE beg leave to enclose, for your perusal, three Publick Documents regarding
the Registration of Slaves in this Colony, with which we have been favoured
by his Excellency the Governor, Numbered 1, 2 and 3, with their respective
Translations, of which the following is a summary :~— '

No. 1, is a Publication of his Excellency, dated the 19th April 1826, for
the purpose of putting in force a Decree of His Majesty The King of the
Netherlands, dated 4th January 1826, whereby it is decreed :— _

Awrt. 1.—That the present Registers shall be enlarged by an additional
column, in which the increase and decrease of all Slaves is to be noted.

AgT. 2.—Every Proprietor to give in, upen oath, a written Declaration of
every increase and decrease of his slaves. } ‘

ART. 3.—The same to be given in ‘within 3 days in Paramaribe, and
within 14 days elsewhere, after they respectively happen. :
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Arr. 4.—In default of so doing a Penalty is incurred of from 100 to 500
guilders, :

ART. 5.—In the increase or decrease of the Slaves of any Person, by sale or
purchase, the Declaration to contain the names of both Vender and Purchaser.

ARrT. 6.—A Receipt to be given by the Publick Officer on the fulfilling of
Articles 2 and 9. :

ArrT. 7.—The aforesaid Declurations, as soon as given in, to be noted in the
additional column of the Yearly Registers, designated in Article 1.

ART. 8.—In case of increase or decrease of hired Slaves, the Person hiring
must give notice to the Owner, within 24 hours if both reside in Paramaribo,
and within 8 days if both, or either of them, reside elsewhere, under a
Penalty of 25 guilders for each day’s neglect.

ARrT. 9.—A written Declaration of all Bonds, or other Instruments affecting
Slaves to be given 1n at the Capitation Tax Office, under pain of being held
void.

ART. 10.—No name not known at the Capitation Tax Office, to be
accepted without 2 knewn Securities, who shall be personally answerable for
the contents of the Declaration, on neglect of which regulation the Registrar
to be personally answerable.

_ArT. 11.—No Publick Officer to pass or execute any deed, without ascer-
taining that the Slaves thereby affected are registered, under pain of dismissal -
from his Office, and the act being void. ,

ArT. 12 and 13.—No Slaves to be sold or hired out at publick vendue,
without an extract from the Registers, under pain of the Vendue-Master
being dismissed from his Office.

ArT. 14.—No Slave to be freed, unless registered.

Arr. 15.—~No Sentence to be passed, or Decision made, by any Publick
Authority, without ascertaining that the Slaves thereby affected are registered,
under pain of such decision being held void.

Arr. 16.—The Fiscal to have the superintendence of the Registry Office.

Art. 17.—On discovery of any fraud, the offenders to be dealt with accord-
ing to Article 6 of the Decree of 18th August 1823.

Al;;‘. 18.—When any thing appears unsatisfactory, the Owner to be sun-
moned.

Axt. 19.—If convicted, the Slaves are forfeited to the Government, and the
Owner dealt with according to Article 4.

Agrt. 20.—If not able to pay a fine, he is to be imprisoned from 1to 6
Months.

Art. 21.—These alterations not to affect the Publication of the 18th
August 1823, concerning-the Capitation Tax.

Arr. 22.—All Articles affecting Owners to be applicable to their Attornies.

Arrt. 23.—Extracts trom the Registers to be furnished to every Person
requesting the same, on payment of the Stamp-duty, and f10. if the number of
Slaves thereirn mentioned be under 20, and £20. if above 20, the said fees to be
for the benefit of the Registrar.

ArTt. 24.—A Registrar to be appointed.

ArT. 25.—He can neither own nor administer Estates.

Art. 26.—~-He is bound under pain of dismissal, to give notice to the Fiscal
of all frauds or neglects, or even suspicion thereof.

Art. 27.—He must attend at his Office from 8 to 11 4. M., and from 2 to 4
P.M. every day, Sundays and Holydays excepted, and he must be under the
eontroul of the Book-keeper General.

Art. 28.—When the Registrar is by any cause detained from his Office
ﬂ:{? Bouk-keeper General, with the Governor’s sanction, to appoint a Person to
officiate.

AgrT. 29.—The Book-keeper General to examine, verify, sign, and close the
Registers at the end of every Year.

Arrt. 30.—The Inhabitants of Nickerie to give in their Returns within 3
days to the Landrost or Drost of that District, whois to forward them by the
first opportunity to the Book-keeper General. '
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Azr. 31.—Oaqe third ot all fines to go to the Colony Chest, one third to the
Fiscal’s Gffice, and one third to the Registrar. ' '

Art. 32.—This Decree to be in force from the 1st of this Month, and
Returns of every increase and decrease of Slaves from that time to the day
the Lists are given in, to be made within 14 days for Paramaribo, and within
1 Month for the other parts of the Colony, to be reckoned-from the Publica~
tion of the Decree. V

Here follows a Description of the Forns.

No. 2, is a Publication of his Excellency the Governor, dated the 5th May
1826, and made for the purpose of extending the Limitations of Articles 3,
30 and 32 of the above Decree, by '

1st.—Allowing to the endof July to prepare the Registers.

2d.—The 14 Days and 1 Month mentioned in Article 32, to be reckoned
from the 1st of August 1826. ‘

3d.—The 14 Days mentioned in Article 3, are extended to 1 Month for
giving in Returns for elsewhere than in Paramaribo.

4th.—The 3 Days mentioned in Article 30, are extended to 14 days, for the
Inhabitants of Nickerie to make their Returns.

" pth.—Certificates from the Capitation Tax Office to serve in place of extracts
from the Registers, till the 31st July 1826.

' No. 3, is a Publication of his Excellency the Governor, dated the 19th
April 1826, whereby a Registrar is appointed with a fixed Salary of 12,000

guilders, Surinam Currency, 1n place of the Fees mentioned in Article 23,
which are to go into the Colenial Chest.

We hope and trust that these measures will at length put an end to that
abominable Traffick against which they are directed, and which, notwith-
standing all that has been done before, we have strong grounds for believing
has been till very lately carried on, though on a limited scale ; but the pre-

cautions taken by those interested havée been so great, that we have not heen
able to procure evidence sufficient to justify an application on our parts to the

Governor on the subject. We have the honour to be, &ec.
{Signed) CHRIS. EDWD. LEFROY.
J.H. LANCE.

The Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. &e. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 110. (Translation.)

Publication of the Governor of Surinam, 19th April 1826.
1826. OFFICIAL PAPER. ' No 1.

Publication.

¥¥hereby is put into execution The King's Decree of the 4th January 1826, No. 92, containing
.some turther Limitations and Provisions to amplify the Registers of the Slave Popalation in
this Colony, to serve as an efficacious curb to the Slave-trade.

We Abraham de Veer, Knight of the Order of the Belgic Lion, Major-General in the
Service -of His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, Governor of the Colony of
Surinam, and Commander-in-Chief over the Land and Sea Forces within the
same, &c, &e. &e.

T all who shall see or hear read these Presents, greeting, be it known 2

“WHEREAS it has pleased His Majesty The King, by His Majesty’s Decree of the 4th of Jan-
uary of this Year, 1826, No. 92, to make some further Limitations and Provisions te amplify the
Registers of the Slave Population in this Colony, toserve as an efficacious curb to the Slave-trade.

Aud whereas his Excellency the Minister for the Navy and Colonies, entrusted with the exectu=
ition of the said Decree, has sent.us a Copy of the same, in his Letter dated 24th January afore-
said, La.], No. 98| 3, with orders. to adopt the most proper mieasures for the speedy and due
execution of the Limitations thereby made : - o

Having heard the deliberations and advice of our confidential Court ;
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We, therefore insert the aforesaid Royal Decree in these Presents, gs follows ¢

No. 92.—We William, by the Grace of God, King of the Netherlands, Prince of 'Olrange-
Nassau, Grand Duke of Luxembourg, &c. &c. &c.

Considering that the Registers of the Slave Population, that are at present held in the Colony
of Surinam, can be properly rendered seiviceable to the efficaciously curbing of the Slave-trade,
by the ordaining of some further Limitations and Provisions

On the Report of our Minister for the Navy aud Colunies, of "the 16th December last, La. J.
No. 68. )

Having seen the Joint Report of our Minister of Justice, and of the Department of Foreign
Affairs of the 28 | 31 of the said Month No. 67 | 22.

Having renewed the Report of our Minister for the National Industry and Colonies, of the 4th
December 1524, No. 28 | 491, likewise that of our Minister of Justice aud of Foreign afiairs of
the 20 | 31 thereunto next ensuing, La. P No. 5.

Have decreed and do decree :

Agr. 1.—The Registers that are held at the Office of the Capitation Tax, according to the
Lists, which, as ordained by the Publication of the Go\'erm).r.aml Conrt of the ‘I’Sth August 1823,
are rendered in to the said Office, of the Families and |n(hv|dua|sz who |qbab1t.the said Co_lony,
and also of their proper slaves, shall be enlarged by a colunmn of .Mutat\ ns, in order therein
successively to mark the increase or dvcrease tha may take pl':tce iy the uun!ber o‘f the slaves
since the last Yearly List rendered in, until the date of the rendering in the ensuing List.

AgT. 2.—Every Owner of slaves shall be bound and held to render in to the Office of the
Capitation Tux a written Declaration, undersigned by him, and made undet presentation of oath,
of all fncreases and decreases which, after the giving in of his Yearly List to the suid Office, may
take place in the nnmber of his slaves, either by birth, death, purchasg, sale, donation, exchange,
or in whatsoever other manmer ; in which Declaration the name of the thereby denominated slave
must be distinetly expressed.

An'r. 3.—The declarations of all increases and decreases in the number of the slaves, such as
the same are designated in the foregeing Article, mnst be gven in within the time of 3 days, for
. as much as relates to the Town of Paramaribo, and within the time of a fortuight for.as far as

the said changes might happen elsewhere.

ArT. 4.—Every Owner who purchases, sells, gives away, or obtains by donation, a slave, or
from whose female slave a child is born, also whose slave dies, or to whom, in whatever manner,
auy idcrease or decrease in the number of his slaves oceurs, atter or s-nce the giving in of his last
Yearly List, and who- should not make Declarat_ion thereot within the period prefixed by the
foregoing Article, shall, in similar manner as is limited by Article 6 ot t}xe aforesaid Publication
of the 18th August 1823, torfeit a fine of not less than one hundred guilders (f100.) and of not
more than five bundred suilders (£500.) uniess he should prove sati- factorily to the Judge that he
had no-earlier notice of the Increases or decreases that lave taken place in the number of his

" slaves after the giving in of his last Yearly List.

CAxrT. 5.—When the increase or decrease in the number of the slaves arises from transfer of
Ownership, the Declaration thereof is to contain as well the name of.the Person by whom the
slave is transferred, as that of the Person to whom he is transferred, also the nature or title of the
transfer, and by default of any of these requisites, the Declarations are not to be, accepted at the
Office of the Capitation Tax, and are to be considered as not made.

Ait. 6.—In testimony of the giving in ot tlie Declarations required by Article 2 and Article
9 of this Decree, a due Receipt shall be given by the Publick Officer hereatter to be designated,
on which Receipt the date of the Month, and the number of the Year are to be noted, not in
ciphers but in letters. '

Anz. 7.—As soon as the afovesaid Declarations are given in at the Office of the Capitation
“Fax, the contents of the same shall be noted in the Registers of the Yearly Lists, in the column of
Mutations, designated by Article I of this Decree.

Axt. 8.—Whien a child is born of a female slave during the ‘time that she is either hired by
contract, or by any other agreement bound in the service of any other Person than her. Ownery or
when a slave that, in a similar manner, is engaged in another’s service, dies during: that period,
the hirer or holder of the same shall give notice thereof to the Owner within the time. of twenty-
four hours, if hoth are residing at Paramaribo, and within' the time of eight days if both,-or either
of them, are residing elséwbere, under penalty of a fine of twenty-five guilders (f/5.) for every
day's neglect of so doing.

Aryr. 9 —A writcen Declaration of all bonds affecting slaves, whether the same be bound or
mortgaged, separately or juintly, with the immovveableA propesties, whereto they belong, and
whether such bond or mortgage be made privately, or before a Noyla.ry Publick, shiall be givep:in
at the Office of the Capitation Tax, by :he Party cmu-erhed,.iu the form prescribed by Arsticle 2,
in.order that the sime may be duly noted in the Registers of the Yearly Lists - the Column of

Matatious, and in default thereof the same Mortgage or Bond given in favour ot a thizd Person
shall be held ywll and void

" AST. 10,— In case in any of the Declarations, designated by the foregoing. Articles, the name
of any Person should appear, who is unknown in the Registeis at the Office of the Capitation
Tax, such a Declaration shall not be accepted unless the same be undersigued hy two Sureties,
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known at the said Office ; and to the said Signature is hereby attached this effect or consequence,
that the sare two Sureties are held personally answerable for-the contents of the same Declaration,
and for the judicial consequence thereof, and this vesponsibility shall devolve on the Publick
Officer appointed to keep the Registers, in case he should, without having taken the above pres-
cribed pl;g:ca_u(.i_t)n,»vha\(e accepted and entered in the Registers, any Declaration in which may
‘ppear any name, either of 'a Purchaser or of a Seller, whichever it may be, who is not kunown in
the Registers held at the Office of the Capitation Tax ; and besides the said responsibility, such
correction is hereby reserved as his Superiors may judge proper to give to him on this account.

Art. 11.—Itis hereby most strictly prohibited to every Publick Officer or Anthority to pass or
execute, or to allow the same to be passed or executed before him, any act regarding the
transfer of the Ownership of slaves under whatsoever title, or of hiring out, mortgaginy or binding
of slaves, unless it fully appear that such slave or slaves are known in the Registers of the Lists,
which must appear by the citing the number and letter of the Books, under the penalty of the
same act being void ; and that the Publick Officers, who shall have acted contrary to this pro-
hibition, be dismissed from their Offices. '

_Arr. 12.—No slaves shall be sold at publick auction, unless it shall have appeared to the
Vendag Master, from a Jue extract, -that the same are known in the Registers of the Lists, under
Q,ega(gy of being deprived of his Office ; and the Commissaries for the Vendaes, who are thereto
appg_jq;gd qut pf the Body of the Court of Policy, are ordered to attend most strictly hereto.

ArT. 18.—Neither shall any slaves be publickly rented out unless it appear, from a due Extract
to. tbe,ﬁgblick- Ofticer before whom this renting out takes place, that the same are known in the
Bgﬂ;sﬁgrq, um[gr,,penal‘t‘y that. the -said Publick Officer be immediately dis_missed from his Office.

- Art '14.—No regard shall be paid by the Court of Policy to any Petition, requesting to be
authorized to act as Curator fora slave, in order to petition for Letters of Freedom for the same,
m)‘i"tﬁ"}a"ny' Petition to obtain the said Letters, anless the Petition, in both cases, be accompanied
by an Extract to prove that the slave thereby concerned is known in the Registers of the Lists.’

AwF, 15, 5Tt Is not allowed to any Publick Authority whatsoever to give any Appointment,
Senténce; or Decision; in any case regarding the transfer of Ownership, or the hiring or binding
out of slaves, before having beeu convinced, from a due Extract, that the same slave or slaves are
known in the Registers of the Lists, under penalty that such Decision be annulled. S

- A#r’ 16.—1It is enjoined to the Councillor Fiscal to take the utmost possible care for the striet
pertormance of all the limitations in general contained in this Decree ; in particular he shall be
obliged tolook over the Registers of the Lists in the Month of March of every Year, to examine
and compare the same with the Quarterly Reports of the Captains of the several Burgher Divi-
sions, likewise with the Registers of former Years, for which purpose the Secretary of the Court
shall lay before the Councillor Fiscal, when thereto requived, the said Quarterly Reports in the
eriginal, upon receiving a Receipt for the same ; .and the Councillor Fiscal is bound to give in to
the Governor a summary Report of the result of his aforesaid Investigations, over and above
which is reserved to the Couucillor Fiscal the power to proceed to similar overlookings, examina=
tions and comparisons, as often as e judges necessary,

Art. 17 —When it has appeared to the Councillor Fiscal, either from the like overlooking,
examining or comparing, or in whatever other manner, that a Person has become Owner of one
or more slaves, without having ascertained that the same, at the time of the transfer of Ownership,
were known in the Registers of the slaves, unless such Person had become Owner of such slave or
slaves, divectly by way of legal importation, or also when it has therefrom appeared to the Coun~
cillor Fiscal that a Person has become Owner of a slave without having had the slave or slaves
transferred to his name, within the period limited by this Decree, or likewise, when, from the
aforesaid examining, it should appear to him that no Declaration has been made, within the fixed

eriod, of the decrease that any Owner has experienced in the number of his slaves, he shall,
althongh the Declaration of the former and the: latter case might have been made afterwards,
nevertheless always be held and bound to act against the Defaulters, by applying such panishments
as are decreed by Article 6 of the aforementioned Publication of the -18th August 823, and
which is referred to in Article 4 of our present Decree,

- ArT 18.—If it should appear to the Councillor Fiscal, from the overlooking, examining, . and
compiiing of the Registers, that, in the Yearly Lists, slaves are mentioned who do not appear in
the Lt of tire foregoing Year, and of whose acquisition, nevertheless, no anpotation be found in
the ‘Colimn of Mutations, he shall be held to make the necessary enquiry thereinto, and summon
thé'Owner to declare in what manoer he has acquired the possession of such slave,

ART. 19.~When, from the proceedings, that, according to both the foregoing Articles are to
be fistituted, by the Councillor Fiscal, it should not be convincingly proved by the Owners, that
such slave or slaves ‘as have not been entered in the Registers of the Lists, or not been done so
within the prefixed period, are born in the Colony of Surinam, or legally imported into the same,
sucli slave or slaves shall be declared to be forfeited to the disposal of Government, and shall be
dealt.-with in such manner as will be found right, without doing away with the punishments pre-
scribéd by Article 4, against the defaulting Owners. '

Axr. 20.—In case of total inability to pay the fine decveed by the aferementioned Publication
of the 18¢th August 1823; and by this Decree, the pupishment for such‘Qefaulters may be com-
rnuted for an imprisonment from one fo six' Manths, the expences .of which shall bf’. paid out of

_ the Colony Chest, reserving, however, the right of recoveripg the.same, when the said Defaultere
do at ary time become able to refund the same. '
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ArT. 21.—Notwithstanding the new obligations laid on the Owners of slaves by our present
Decree, the Yearly Lists prescribed .by the Publication of the 18th August 1823, do sFlll remain
as.the basis. of the Capitation Tax, so-that the said Tax shall be due for those slaves only that
avere in possession of the Owier on the 1st-of January of each Year.

AgRT. 22.—All the Articles -of this Decree regarding the Qwners, are likewise appl‘icéble to
‘their Attorneys, or Representatives, who, accordingly, in case of transgression, shall incur the
same punishments, as are hereby decreed aguinst the defaulting Qwoers.

Arr. 23.—7¥o0 all and every one, Extracts of the Registers shall be given at ﬂ\éir regnest, pro-
wided they do pay, besides the Stamp duty, ten guilders (t10.) for the Extract when the number
.of the slaves therein meationed be less than 20, and twenty grilders ((f20.) when the aumber de
surpass 20; from this payment, hpwever, are exempted the Publick Antho.ritles, to whom s.uch
Extracts might be requisite in the exercise of their functions, which shall in such case be given

gratis ; and further, .the said fees shall be for the profic of the Pubkick Officer, who is to be nomi-
nated by the following Article.

ART. 24.—To do the work -arising from this Decree, a separate Publick Officer shall be ap-
pointed and attached to the Office of the Capitation Tax ; this Officer sl‘-.a}l l}ave to attf.nd to the
establishing, continnation, and keeping of the Registers, in the mauner limited by this Decree,
.and shall be persenally answerable therefor. ‘

Agrr. 25.—The said Officer shall not hold any administration of Estates or Grounds, nor be in
any manner concerned therein.

ArT. 26.—Though it is-enjoined to the Councillor Fiscal to overlpok the Registers from time
to tinie, the aforesaid Officer shall, nevertheless, be boand, ou penalty of forfeiting his Situation,
to give notice to the Fiscal’s Office of such fraud, or neglect regarding this institution, as may be
discovered .or-even suspected by him,

ArT. 27.—He must officiate daily for the Publick Service, from & to 11 in the Forenoon, snd
fiom 2 to 4.in the Afternoon, Sundays and Holydays excepted, and shall furthermore regulate
bimself, after such further instructions, as slrall be given to him by the Councillor Contoller of
the Finances, under whose superintendence he is placed.

Axrr, 28.—1In case of any impediment, whereby he might for a lesser or longer time be de-
‘tained from his functions, the Councillor Controller of the Finances shall, under the approbation
.of the Governor, appoint another Functionary attached to the Depargment of the Finances,

ArT. 29.~The Registers of the Lists shall be quoted on the first and last page, and further be
1arked with the initials of the Councillor Controller of the Finances in every page, in the Month
-of January -of every. Ycar ; the same shall likewise be verified and closed by the Councillor Con-
troller-of the Finaunces at the expiration of every Year.

-Awr. 30.—Tn order to acconmodate the Inhabitants of the Upper and Lower Districts of
Nickerie, the same shall render i, within the time of 3 days, to the Land Drost, or to the Drost
6f the said Districts, the required written Declarations of all increases or decreases that may oceur
in the number of their slaves since the rendering in of their Yearly Lists, which Declarations
must be made out as is limited by this Decree ; and the Land Drost and Drost sball be obliged to
sendin the said Declarations by the first opportunity, to the Councillor Controller of the Finances,
in order to’enter them into the Office of the Capitation Tax, and iu the Registers.

ArT. 31.—By alteration of what is with regard hereto ordained, by the frequently mentioned
Publication of the 16th August 1823, all fines, arising as well from the said Publication, as from
out present Decree, shall dévolve one third part thereof to. the Colony Chest, one third part to the
Fiscal's Office, and one third part to the Officer who has charge of the Registers,

~Arr. 32.—This Decree shall be considered to be put in force from the 1st of this Month, and
_those concerned shall be obliged to give in Lists of all Increases or Decreases that have occurred
in the number of thejr slaves, from the Ist of this Month to the day they give in these Lists,
which is to be dune within a fortnight for as far as regards the Town ot Paramaribo, and witbin
a month for as iar as relates to the further Part of the Colony, both to be reckoned from the day
of the publicatiou of this Decree.

. And’our Minister for the Navy and Colonies is charged with the execution.of this Decree, and

the same shall be madé known 1o our Minister -of Justice, and te the Department of Foreign
Affairs, ’ )

Gived at the Hague, this 4th day of January, in the Year 1826, the thirteenth of Our Reign.
) : (Signed) WILLIAM.

‘By His Majesty’s Command, {Signed) J. G. pE MEY viN STREEFKERK.

Agrees with its Original, The Greflier at the State Secrétary’s Office,

Aﬁrue Copy, - ‘ {Signed) L H Eiisas Scuover.
The Secretary-General of the Ministry for the NMavy and Colouies,
: - (Signed) QuagLes van Urrorp,

And we, therefore, furthermore, adhering to the limitations of the Publication of time Governor
and Court of the 18th August 1823, Official Papei No 3, have ordained ihe Five Forms of De-
clarations" hereafter” mentioned, to be -observed by all aud every one “at the giving in of their
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Declarations, according to the tenour of His Majesty’s aforewritten Decree, for which end the
said Forms shall be obtainable at the Office of the Capitation Tax, viz:—

Form of declaring the Birth of Slaves,

Form of declaring the Death of Slaves, :

Form of declaring the Increase of One's Slaves, arising from purchase or any other title.
Form of declaring the Decrease of One's Slaves, arising {rom sale or any other title,

5. Form of declaring the Pledging of Slaves.

.

o WY -

And do Command and Order that these Presents shall be dnly published, affixed, inserted in
the Official Papers, and in the Newspapers of this Colony, and also sent Tound through the
different Divisions and Districts of this Colony, from Plantation to Plantation, and be made
generally known by these means, in order that every one do regulate himself bereafter :
And we do, in the Name of His Majesiy The King, forbid the transgression of His Majesty’s
aforewritten Laws, within this Colony, under the penalties therein mentioned, the execution
whereof shall be strictly and severely attended to. o

Done at Paramaribo, in the Colony of Surinam, the 19th of April, in the Year 1826, the

thirteenth of His Majesty’s Reign. (Signed) DE VEER. -
By his Excellency’s Command, The Secretary of Government,
(Signed) J. G. RINGELING.
Published the 21st next ensuing, The Secretary of Government,
‘ (Signed) :J. G. RiNGELING.’
Translated from the Official Paper issued and published in this Colony,
Paramaribo, the 31st July 1826, (L.S.) (Signed) J. G. RINGELING,

) Sworn Translator,
No. 129. Seen for legalisation of the signature of J.G.Ringeling, Esq. sworn Travslator in this

Colony. The Major-General, Governor of Surinam,
Paramaribo, the 31st July 1826. . (L.8S.) (Sigued) DE VEER.
By his Excellency’s Command, The Secretary of Government, :
(Signed) J. G. RixéeLING.
Second Enclosure in No. 110. (Translation )

Publication of the Governor of Surinam, 5th of May 1 826.

1826. OFFICIAL PAPER. , No 2:
Publication.

Whereby are extended Article 32, also Atticles 3 amd 30, of the Decree of His Majesty The King,
of the 4th of January 1826, No. 92, regarding the Registers of the Slave Population in this
Colony, put in force by the Publication contained in the Official Paper of this Year, No."l. '

We, Abrabam de Veer, Knight of the Order of the Belgic Lion, Major-General in the
Service of His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, Governor of the Colony of Su-
rinam, and Cowmander-in-Chiet over the Land and Sea Forces within the same,
&c, &c. &e.

To all who shall see or hear read these Presents, greeting, be it known :

WHEREAS experience has taught that a longer period than that which has been hereto pre-
fixed, is required to establish and keep the Registers of the Slave Population aimplified with a
column of Mutations, and, through those means, duly to execute the liiitations of the Deeree of
His Majesty The King, dated 4th of January ot this Year, No. 92, published in this Colony on
the 21st of April last, and contained in the Official Paper of this Year, No. I, and further to con«
tinue the same by the booking of the Mutations that have occurred from the Ist of January of this
¥ear, and will occur in future, as is prescribed to be done by the limitations of His Majesty's said
Decree ; likewise, that longer periods must be granted for the sending in of the Declarations from
Plantations, in order not to expose the Planter to the loss of the labour of his able workmen,
through the necessity of sending, at every occasion, Boats to Paramaribo to carry over tlie said
Declarations. . L ,

And whereas, by virtue of the Order given to us by bis Excellency the Minister, by his Letter of
the 24th of Janoary last, No.98 | 3, to adopt the most proper measures for the due, as well as for
the speedy, execution of the Limitations made by the aforesaid Royal Decree, we have, with the
advice of our confidential Court, resolved to provide for the aforewritten impediment, by means of
farther limitations, to the best effect.

Therefore, we to amplify and extend the Limitations of Article 32 in particular, and'also of
Aurticte 3, and of Article 30, of the said Decree, and accordingly do ordain as follows :

Art. }.—To establish the Registers of the Slave Population, amplified with a column of Mu-
tations, as prescribed by The King’s Decree of the 4th of January 1826, No. 92, and the writing
of the said Registers, time is allowed to the last of the Month of July of this Year to the Officer
appointed for the said Registers, to whom two Assistants are added ; and the said Registers muge
be in readiness at that time, ‘ o ‘



166 SURINAM.

AxT. 2.—The period of 14 days and of a Month, within which, according to Article 32 of the
aferesaid Royal Decree, the Declarations are prescribed to be done of all increases and decreases
occurred in the number of the slaves, from the Ist of January of this Year to the day of the giving
in of the Declaration, shall be reckoned to begin with the Ist of the Month of August of this
Year; and the said Declaiations must be given in to the Registration Office within the first 14
days, as for Paramaribo, and before the last day of that Month, as fgr Plantations, and all the
Declarations of each Deponent must be contained in one Document, according to the forms pre-
scribed.

ART. 5.—A period of a Month is, by extension, granted, instead of 14 days, to give in the
Declarations ordained by Article 3 of the Decree, from elsewhere than of Paramaribo, it being,
hewever, understood, that such Declarations shall cortain all the Mutations that have occurred
from the first to the last of each Month.

ArT. 4.—A period of 14 days is granted instead of that of 3 days, stipulated by Article 30
of the Decree, to the giving in of the Declarations by the Inhabitants of the Upper and Lower
Districts of Nickerie, to the Land-Drost, and to the Drost of the said Districts ; this, however,
only for as far as the said Inkabitants reside on Plantations.

Art. 5.—=In the Cases stated in Article 11, 12, 13, 14 and 13, of the said Decree, wherein
Extracts of the Registers are required, it will, during the intercourse or ‘intetlapse from the pub-
lication of the Decree on the 21st of April last to the 31st of the Month of July next, inclusive,
suffice to produce Certificates of the Otfice of the Capitation Tax to prove that the slave or slaves
thereby concerned is or are known on the Yearly Lists.

And for the rest, all the Limitations of His Majesty’s aforesaid Decree remain in full force and
effect.

And we do ordain and command that these Presents be duly published, affixed, inserted in the
Official Papers and in the Newspapers of this Colony; also, that Copies of the same be sent to
circulate from Plantation to Plantation, through the several Divisions and Districts ot this Colony,
an{d be made generally known through these meauns, that every Person do conform to the same.

Done at Paramaribo, in the Colony of Surinam, the 5th of May, in the Year 1826, the thir-

teenth of His Majesty’s reign. (Signed) DE VEER.
By command of his Excellency the Secretary of Government,
‘ (Signed) J. G, RinceLiNG.
Published ou the 6th thereunto next ensuing. The Secretary of Government,
: (Signed) J. G. Rinegrine,

Translated from the printed Copies, issued in this Colony ot Surinam,
Parimarilo, the 1st of August 1826. (L.S.) . (Signed) J.G. RingeriNe, Sworn Translator.

No, 131— Seen for legalisation of the Siguature of J, G. RineELING, Esq. Sworn Tians-
lator in this Colony.

Paramaribo, 1st of August 1826. The Major-General, Governor of Surinam,
) (L.S) (Signed) DE VEER.
By bis Excellency’s Command, The Secretary of Government,
~ (Signed) J. G. RiNceLING,
Third Enclosure in No. 110. (Translation.)

Publication of the Governor of Surinam, April 19, 1826,

Paramaribo, Wednesday the 19th April, 1826,—No. 80,

N B. It is hereby requested, that at the citing of these Ijresents, the Date and Number of the same
be likewise punctually mentioned.

We, Abraham de Veer, Knight of the Order of the Belgic Lion, Major-General in the
Service of His Majesty The King of the Netherlands, Governor of the Colony of Surie
nam, and Commander-in-Chief over the Land and Sea Forces within the same, e,
&e., &e, ) T
HAVING read the Letter, dated 24th Janvary of this Year, Littera J. No. 98 | 3, of his
Excellency the Minister for the Navy and Colonies, wherein his Excellency encloses to us a Co
of the Decree of His Majesty The King, dated the 4th of the said Month of January, No. 92, b
which it has pleased His Majesty to make some further Limitations and Provisious to amplif .thYe
Slave Regi-ters in this Coleny, in order to serve us an efficacious curb against the Slave-rradeyaml
further his Excellency, as being entrasted with the execution of the said Decree, empowers :;s to
adopt the most proper measures for the speedy and due execution of the Limitations tlierein con-
tained, and furthermore, his Excellency, as empowered by His Majesty, authorizes us to fix and
appoint a Salary for the Publick Officer designated in Articles 23, 24, and 25 of His Majesty’s De-
" eree, and who is to be nominated by us to do the work arising from the said Decree, a minimum
of the fees, which said Functionary has to demand and receive, for his profit, acc(’n'ding to the
_tenour of the said Article 23, ou which said Minimumaccordingly he might reckon andrely as a stated
income ; and with regard whereto his Excellency the Miuister will expect our Repurt and Pro-
_posal, in order to solicit His Majesty's sanction therevn : '
. @
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Having heard the deliberations and advice of our confidential Court ;

Have found proper and resolved :

In fulfilment of the aforesaid Ministerial Order, and to the putting into effect of the aforesaid
Decree of His Majesty, dated 4th January of this Vear, No. 92, to issue and execute the follow«
ing Publication, as its tenour purports :

(F. L)

[See the Official Paper of this Year, No. 1]

{Joder higher sanction, by alteration of the Clause of Article 23, of the aforesaid Royal Decrée }
to order, as we do by these Presents, that the fees, designated and alluded to by the said Article,
shall be held to the profit of, and paid to the Publick ‘Ireasury in'this Colony, aud that instead
thereof, a stated Salary shall be appointed and allowed to the Publick Officer, which, according to
Article 24 of the Decree, is to be nominated to do the work of the Registers, on which stated
Salary the same might reckon and rely-as a stated income, over and above wlich the one third
part of all fines to be incurred and arising from His Majesty's said Decree, as well as from the
Publication of the Governor and Court of the 18th August 1823, contained in the Official Paper
of that Year, No. 5, remains allowed to the suid Functionary in pursuance of Article 31 of the
said Dectee.

To nominate and appoint, as we do nominate and appoint by these Presents, A, A. Boers, Esq.;
at present Archivist at the Secretary’s Office of the Court of Policy and Criminal Justice of this
Colony, as Publick Officer, to do the work of the said Registers, according to the Limitations of the
said Decree, on a fixed Salary of 12,000 guilders, Surinam currency, Yearly, to be reekoned from
the 21st of this Month ; also on the one third part of the afore-mentioned eventual fines ; and the
said A. A. Boers shall accordingly resign the said Office of Archivist, and the Yearly Salary of
4,000 guilders, Sarinam currency, thereunto attached, shall cease with the 20th of this Monthb,

To causé Copies of these Presents to be sent to all the competent Authorities, with Conductory
Letters where requisite, in order duly to execute the Limitations of these Presents, and. of the
afore-mentioned Publication. ’

To cause a Copy hereof to be sent to the nominated Publick Officer Boers, to serve as his Com-
mission, to whom it is hereby enjoined to be sworn to the Office upon him conferred, also to 6l
and send in before the last of this Month to the Board of Administration of the Pension Fund, the
List or Statement in triplicate, as required by the Regulation of the said Fund. '

: (Signed) DE.VEER.

By his Excellency’s command, The Secretary of Government,
' (Signed) J. G. RivcELING.

Agrees with the Original. The Secretary of Government; .
(Signed) J. G, RincELING,

(Addressed) To the Mixed Court for the Abolition of Slave-trade, established in the Colony
of Surinam. For a true Copy, the Secretary of the Mixed Court, for the Abolition of Slave~
trade. (Signed) G. De VEer.

Translated from the aforesaid true Copy, written in the Dutch Language. )
Paramaribo, the 31st July 1626, (L.8.) (Signed) 3. G. RincELING, Sworn Translator.

No. 127.—Seen for Legalisation of the Signature of J. G. RincerING, Esq. sworn Trans«

lator in this Colony. The Major-General, Governor of Surinam,
Paramaribo, the 315t July 1826. (L. 8.) (Signed) DE VEER.
By his Excellency's Command, The Secretary of Government,

(Signed) J. G. RiNGcELINE,

No. 111.
J. H, Lance, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning —(Received December 18.)

S, Surinam, September 25, 1826,

HAVING in the last dry Season experienced a very severe attack of sick-
ness, from the effects of which 1 am not yet perfectly recovered, and a change
to a colder Climate being recommended to me by my Medical Advisers, I
should feel most sensibly obliged, if you, Sir, would have the goodness to pro-
cure His Majesty’s permission for me to pass a few Months in England 1n the
ensuing Year, for the purpose of re-establishing my health.

I have the honour to be, &e.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed)  J. H. LANCE.
&e. &e. &e. _ '
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No. 112.
His Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning —(Received Dec. 1 8)

Sir, Surinam, October 14, 1826.

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your several Despatches
of the present Year, dated June 28th 1826, and July 8th 1826, with their

respective Enclosures. We have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) CHRIS. EDWD. LEFROY.
The Right Hon. George Canning, J. H. LANCE.

&e. &ec. &e

No. 113.
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to J. H. Lance, Esq.

Six, Foreign Office, December 29, 1826.

MR. SECRETARY CANNING has received your Letter of the 25th of
September 1826 ; and I am directed by him to state to you, that, under the
circumstances which you mention, with respect to your health, Mr. Canning
censents ia grant you permission to return to England, in the ensuing
Year, for a period of 6 Months, if the state of your health should require it.

" You are aware that your Salary will be diminished by one-half during your
absence, and, that the time during which you are absent, cannot be counted
in that period of < actual service at your Post,” in cansideration of which a

Pension may eventually be granted to you.
I am, &c.

J. H. Lance, Esq. (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Jux.

No. 114.

M. Secretary Canning to His Majesty’s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 30, 1826.

I HAVE received your Despatches up to the 14th of October 1826.

His Majesty’s Government have learnt with-much satisfaction, the Regula-
tions which have been adopted for the Registration of Slaves in Surinam,
with a view to the more effectual suppression of any attempts which might be
made to carry on an illegal Traffick in Slaves in that Country. ;

I send to you, for your information, the accompanying Copy of a Despatch
which, by His Majesty’s Command, I have addressed upon this subject to
His Majesty’s Ambassador at the Court of The King of the Netherlands.*

I am, &ec.

His Majesty’s Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

# See Class B,

Frinied by R. G. Clmilce‘, at the London Gazette Oﬁice, Canﬁon-liow, Westminster,



