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CORRESPONDENCE

WITH THE

BRITISH COMMISSIONERS.

 

SIERRA LEONE. (General.)

No. 1.

D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(.Received April 16.)

(Extract.) Freetown, Sierra Leone, January 27, 1825.
IN my Despatch to you of the 15th instant, I communicated to you themelancholy event of the death of my Colleague, Mr. Gregory, HisMajesty’sCommissary Judge ;—I also therein informed you that I had assumed theoffice of Commissary Judge, ad interim; but that I had not yet appointeda Commissioner of Arbitration, in consequence of the adverse claims madeby three of the Colonial Officers for that office.
I have’ now the honour to inform you, that I have admitted the claim ofMr. Reffell the Colonial Secretary, who, on the 25th instant took the oathsrequired by the respective Treaties, and immediately afterwards entered onthe duties of the situation of Commissioner of Arbitration.

| (Signed) =D. M. HAMILTON.The Right Hon. George Canning, .
&ec. &e. &e. 3



2 Sierra Luonz. — (General..)

No, 2.

D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning—(Received June 14.)

Sir, | Sierra Leone, March 14, 1825.

I HAVE the honour to enclose herewith Abstracts of the Proceedings of
the past Year, under the Mixed Commissions established inthis Colony.
The number of Cases adjudicated under the British and Spanish Commis-

sion in the year 1824, wasove ; which was deemed to he a Case for condemna-
tion. Thenumber of slaves emancipated was 117.
The number of Cases adjudicated under the British and Portuguese Com-

mission in the same Year, was 5, which were also deemed to be Cases for con-
demnation; and the number of slaves emancipated was 1128. . —
There was no Case under the British and Mether/ands Commission adjudi-

cated in the past Year. ; i
I beg leave to enclose for your information, a general List of Cases adjudi-

cated under the Mixed Commissions to this date. You will perceive, Sir,
that the number of Cases adjudged during the past Year is 6; the number
of slaves emancipated 1245; that the total number of Cases adjudicated
since the establishment of the Mixed Commissions is 52; and that the total
number of slaves emancipated up to the 1st of January last is 5160.

IT have the honour, &c.

(Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.
The Right Hon. George Canning,

&e. Se. &e.

First Enclosure in No. 2.

Abstract of Proceedings under the British and Spanish Mived Commission
at Sterra Leone, from the 1st of January 1824, to the 1st of January
1825,

(No, 1.)—THE Schooner “ Fabiana,” under Spanish Colours, Manoel de Maria, Master, was
brought to Sierra Leone on the 16th of October, with 117 slaves on board; was captured by His
Majesty’s Ship Owen Glendower, Sir Robert Mends, on the 14th of September 1823, being ‘inLatitude about 4°.28/ North, and Longitude 7° 2i’ Rast. The slaves brought in this Vesselwere delivered up to the Capturing Boats by a native Chief of the River Bonny, as having been

_ landed from her six days previous to her capiure, The informality of the evidence in this Case,
induced the Commissioners to, decline proceeding with i¢ until the arrival of the Captor, but the‘Case having been referred back to the Commissioners by His Majesty's Government, they passeda Sentence of condemnation against the ‘* Fabiana,” on the 11th of October, 1824, declaringthat no slaves were on board at the time of capture. ,

The ** Concheia” was captured. by Sir Robert Mends, commanding His Majesty’s Ship Owen
Glendower, on the 16th Jame 1823, in Old Calabar River. On the 9th of December she arrivedat Sierra Leone, without auy slaves on board; the necessity of landing the slaves at Cape Coast,
‘was urged on the part of the Captor, as a reason for their not accompanying the vessel; they were

, Stated to have been captured in one of the Creeks of Old Calabar River, in 4° 31/ North Lati«
tude, and 8° 38/ East Longitude. A number of slaves were sent.on board after her capture by
the Chief of the before-mentioned River, as forming a part of. the cargo of the “ Concheta.”
The Commissioners were of opinion that that clear and undeniable proof of her having been ille-gally engaged in the traffick in’ slaves, required by the Treaties, had not been furnished by theCaptors ; in consequence ot which they ordered the Case to be postponed, until proper and suffi-
cient evidence should be produced; but on the motion of the Proctor for the Captor, the ‘* Con-cheta”* was ordered to be:sold, and the proceeds of the sale lodged in the Registry.

(Signed) D. M. HAMILTON,



Srzrra Leone. General.) 3

Second Enclosure in No. 2.

Absiract of Proceedings under the British and Portuguese Miived Commis-
sion at Sierra Leone,from the \st ofJanuary 1824 to the 1st of January
‘1825.

THE Ship ‘Minerea,” under Brazilian Colours, Manoel Joaquim de Almeida, Master, was cap-
tured by His Majesty’s Ship Bann, Captain Courtenay, on the 30th of January 1824, off the
River Lagos, in Latitude 64 20’ North, and Longitude 3° 46! East, and had no Slaves on board.

This Cause was withdrawn fiom the Mixed Commission Court, on the motion of the Proctor
for the Captor,

(No, 1.)—The Brig ‘Bom Caminho,” under Brazilian Colours, Joaquim Luiz d’Aranjo, Master,
was captured onthe 10th of March 1824, by His Majesty's Ship Bann, Captain Woollcombe, in
Latitude 1° 42’ North, Longitude 3° 23! East, with 334 Slaves on board, 7 of whom died on the
passage to Sierra Leone. She was furnished with a Passport from the Provisional Goverament
of Bahia, authorizing a Slave-trading voyage to Molembo. The Commissioners passed Sentence
of condemnation against the ‘Bom Caminho,” on the 15th of May, and decreed the emancipation
-of her slaves.

(No, 2.)-—The Schooner-boat ‘* Maria Pequena,” under Portuguese Colours, Leonardo Gua-
resma, Master and Owner, was seized about four or five miles off Port Autoniv, Princes Island,
by His Majesty’s Ship Victor, Captain Scott, on the 8th of May 1824, having on board
1] slaves, some ivory, bees-wax, and gum-copal. The ‘* Maria Pequena’”’ was left in charge ot
the Authorities at Princes Tsland, until the decision of the Mixed Commission Court at Sierra
Leone should be known, The Brig Vencedor brought her slaves, and part of her éargo to Sierra
Leone, which was.condenmed by.order of the Commissioners, and the slaves emancipated on the
14th of July last.

(No. 3.)—The Brigantine ‘ Dianna,” Manoel dos Santos da Costa, Master, was captured, sailing
vunder Brazilian Colours, by His Majesty's Ship Victor, Captain Woollcombe, on the | Ith ofAugust
1824, in 2° 15! North Latitude, and 5° 13’ East Longitude, with 143 slaves on board, and at-
sived at Sierra Leone, on the 9th of October. The Commissioners pronounced a Sentence of con+
demnation against ‘her, and ordered her slaves to be emiaticipated, on ‘the 15th ot _Novens-
tber 1824.

(No. 4.)—The Brigantine ‘*Dos Amigos Brozileiros,” Antonio Alvarez da Silva, Master, sailéd
from Bahia on the 6th of March last, under the Brazilian Flag, fully equipped for a Slave-tradin

‘voyage, and arrived at Badagry, in Latitude about 64 20/ North, and Longitude 4° 20/ East, and
~was captured on the 18th September 1824, with 260 slaves on board, by His: Majesty’s Ship

Victor, Captain Woollcombe, near Princes Island, in Latitude 1° 40/ North, and Longi-
tude 6° 8/ East. The Commissioners condemned the vessel, and decreed the emaucipation of her
slaves, on the: 15th November 1824,

(No. 5.)—The Brig ‘* Avizo,” under the Brazilian Flag, Luis Pacheco da Silva, Master, ar-
rived at Sierra Leone on the Sth of November 1824, with 43! slaves on board. ‘She was seized

by His Majesty’s Ship Maidstone, Commodore Bullen, in Latitude 1* 33/ North, and Longitude
7” 7! Bast, and had 465 slaves on board. ‘The Commissioners passed a Sentenee of condemna-

tion upen her, and decreed the emancipation of her slaves, on the 19th of November 1824.

(Signed) D. M. HAMILTON,



(General.)Sierra LEone.
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No, 3.

Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, June 15, 1825.
I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, six copies of Pa-

pers, marked A and B, relative to the Slave Trade, which have been pre-
sented to both Houses ef Parliament, by His Majesty’s Command, in the
course of the present Session. Jam, &c.

(Signed) |§ GEORGE CANNING.
ths Majesty's Commissioners.

 

No. 4.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(ReceivedJune 24;)

SIR, Sierra Leone, April 10, 1825.-

IN commencing the Report which we now have the honour to address.to
‘you, relative to the state of the Slave-trade, and other circumstances connected
avith this Coast, since the last statement of the Commissioners, we have to la-
ment the death of Mr. Gregory, His Majesty’s Commissary Judge, whose at-
tention had been particularly directed to the acquirement of that information
which we fear the epportunities we have enjoyed will not enable us to afford.
We regret to state, that from every information we have received, the Slave-

trade of theCape de Verde Islands has rather increased than diminished
since the last Report of His Majesty’s Commissioners. Indeed, we have good
‘reason to believe, that the vigilance of the SupremeGovernment of those Islands
is rendered nugatory, by the system pursued in carrying on this traffick, in
‘small Schooners running from the Islands of “ Brava” and “ Fogo” to the
Rivers “‘ Cazamanga,” “ Caches,” “ Bissao,” and “ Grande,” fremi whence the
slaves are brought, and afterwards shipped in larger Vessels for the Brazils
and other slave markets. The principal persons who continue to be engaged
in this trade at the Cape de Verdes are, the noted Brandao, the former Owner
of the “ Conda de Villa Flor,” and Axtoine Leger, a Frenchman by birth,
‘but naturalized as a Portuguese subject; the former employs several of the
small Vessels in the carrying tradeon his own account; is reported to have
shipped off in the last year two full cargoes from the Island of “ Brava,” for
Foreign sale, and at the date of the last accounts, which have reached this
from St. Jago, was then there in a large Brig, well armed, waiting the result
of his negociations with the Slave Factories in the Rivers we have before
alluded to. The latter, 4nteine Leger, is solely employed in the traffick
‘between the Islands and the Coast, in the prosecution of which he is stated
to have lost two. Vessels in the last twelve months, by their getting ashore on
the Island of St. Jago, at which place beth these men are frequently to bemet
with, and where their occupations are perfectly well known, ‘and no doubt
‘duly reported, with all other matters connected with the Cape de Verdes, by
His Majesty’s Consul at that Post. In justice, however, to the present Go-
vernor-General, who generally resides at Porto Praya, we deem it necessary
to state, that his Excellency is spoken of as desirous of putting a stop to the
Slave-trade within his Government, and also to be greatly interested in im-
proving the condition of the Natives; the connivance, however, of most of the
Authorities under him, and particularly the residents of the several Islands,
and those in the Rivers “ Cacheo” and “ Bissao,” has hitherto and will conti-
nue to prevent much good resulting from his Excellency’s personal good feel-
ing, that has led him to adopt, so tar as his means would allow him,a system
of government much superior to his predecessors, and which we are informed
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is already visible in the improved appearance of the Capital, and state of the
Police of St. Jago.
The principal Slave Factories in the Rivers we have before named, are,

“‘ Zingiehor,” in the “ Cazamanca,” the Governor of which is a Portuguese
Negro, and most deeply engaged ‘in the traffick; “ St. Domingo,” in the
“ Cacheo ;” “ Bissao Island,” in the River of that name; and “ Bellola,” in
the “ Rio Grande.” These marts, in addition to supplying the Cape deVerde Islands, by means of their small craft, furnish cargoes for larger Vessels,
which go there direct for slaves. No authentick account of the number ofAfricans exported from these Rivers can be given: there is, however, everyreason to believe that. the traffick has not lately diminished in any of them.Amongthe larger class of Vessels which are known to have loaded slaves onthis part of the Coast, in the last year, may be instanced a piratical Brigantineunder Spanish Colours, pierced for eighteen guns, and manned with forty-sixmen of all Nations. This Vessel was reported to Commodore Bullen, whopromptly sent His Majesty’s Sloop “ Victor’ in search of her. Captain
Woollcomibe, of that ship, however, on his arrival found that she had sailed,
anid it was reported with a full cargo, from the “ Cazamanga,” offthe Bar of
which River she anchored, and employed small craft in bringing the slaves
on board her. The French Schooner “Martiniquein,” of *“ Guadaloupe,”commanded by Monsieur Marsin, also fitted to carry a cargo of slaves, ingoing into the “ Cazamanca” in October last, was run on the Bar bya FrenchPilot, of Goree, and the Vessel totally lost; part of the cargo being saved, wasafterwards taken to that Island. The Captain of this Vessel died in theGambia. The “ Esperanza,” a Portuguese Brig, in the beginning of lastyear, was also totally lost at the mouth of the same River, having mistakenits entrance for the © Cacheo.” This Vessel had shortly before been rebuiltat Lisbon, and fitted out at an expence of (it is asserted) 14,000 dollars, forthe Slave-trade between “ Cacheo” and the « Brazils,” in which traffick shehad been successfully employed since the year 1817.
The Commerce of our Settlement, in the River Gambia, which from itsestablishment has been rapidly improving, sustained considerable injury inthe last year by the large importations of American goods, which werebrought by the French from the Free Port of Goree, and conveyed (without .being liable to the duties paid by our Merchants for the merchandize thebring into the River) to the Factory at “ Albreda;” in return for which theFrench exported hides and very large quantities of wax, gold, ivory, &c.The internal Slave-trade and consequent intercourse of the natives (byCreeks) between this River and those of « Cazamanca,” ‘Cacheo” and“Bissao” has also taken away large quantities of the Country produceformerly obtained by. our Traders, but which is now catried to the SlaveFactories in thoseRivers; notwithstanding, however, these drawbacks uponour commerce, it ismostgratifying to know, that owing to the perseverance ofthe Merchants, who have extended their trade higher up the Riverunder theprotection of the Government (who for that purpose have taken possession ofan Island about 400 miles from St. Mary’s, and which is garrisoned byasmall military force) the exports in the past year are. supposed to exceed invalue 125,0001. te which may be added about 12,000]. sent home in gum,which is procured by a Company of British Me:chants at St. Mary’s, fromhe Moors at Portendick. The timber trade of this River is also likely toprove a commerce of considerable importance, several vessels having sailedin the last year with full cargoes,

__ We seldom receive information which can be depended on from the French -Settlements of Senegal” and *< Goree ;” the accounts which, however, havereached us, represent theconcurrence of the Colonial Authorities there, to theInhabitants procuring, as domestick slaves, any number ofAfricans they please,provided they are registered in the presence of the Mayor of “ Goree” or*< Senegal ;” and further, that the Government have purchased considerable
garrison their Forts in the

numbers, whorn they have embodied as Soldiers to
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Senegal, in which River they employ two Steam Vessels, and on the banks ot
which they spare no expence in encouraging tropical agriculture; first by
granting land to Settlers, and issuing rations and agricultural tools for twelve
months, to as many Domesticks as they may employ, and secondly, in offering
very large premiums to those who may raise given quantities of certain
produce.
The Rio Nunez, which. we shall next consider, runs through a valuable

country, and-approaches “ Foola Jolla.”—During the legitimate Slave-trade,
this was the great outlet of Foulah commerce through “ Labi,” the Northern
Capital of that Kingdom, and if now well supplied with merchandize would,
we understand, take away the whole produce trade of “Bissav ;” it fur-
nishes rice, gold, wax, hides, and ivory. Some of the Merchants of this
Colony, and the Isles de Loss, have factories on its banks, and there are also
a number of resident Traders. It is always difficult to ascertain the amount
ot produce exported from the Rivers upon this Coast, out of British jurisdic-
tion; but from the best information, we have reason to believe that 30,000
hides, 100 tons of rice, 20 tons of bees wax, 10 tons of ivory, and at. least
3,0001. worth of gold, have been procured inthe Rio Nunez in the last twelve
months, besides cattle, which may be purchased to any extent, and of which
a considerable number have been exported in the last year to the West Indies.
A Slave-vessel entered this river last November, the residents however

refused to load her, and she was eventually supplied by a Portuguese from
“ Bissao.” This is the only instance we have heard ‘of a cargo of slaves
being taken from this River since the last Report of the Commissioners; there
is, however, as we are informed, a considerable traffick by the creeks from
thence to “ Bissao,” slaves being marched over land from the Rio Pongas tor
that purpose.

Since the capture of the Rosalia by Captain, then Lieutenant, Hagan, in
1822,. very few vessels that we are aware of had entered the “ Rio Pongas”
for slaves, until within the last six months, when the traffick appears to have
partially revived. In the early part of September we had information of two
vessels being there engaged in the illicit trade, one under French, the other
Spanish Colours, and in the beginning of this year two others were known to
have entered that River, and delivered merchandize for slaves; of these, one
(a Brig) has sailed, as we are informed, with a full cargo, the other (a Schooner)
is still there, most of the crew having died. Previous to the arrival of these
Vessels the Residents ofthat River, most of whom dre mulattoes, and possessed
of a great number of domestick slaves, had been turning their attention to
agriculture, and in furtherance of it, procured some thousands of coffee plants
from this Colony. Since the last Report of the Commissioners, a gentleman
residing here has himself forwarded 10,000 and from a letter found on
board the Spanish Schooner “ Espafiola,” lately condemned by the British
and Spanish Mixed Commission, we find that two of the most opulent white
Traders in that River, were employing themselves in legitimate trade and agri-
culture, and from other sources we haye reason to believe such is the case.
A civil war, which is however still carrying on, has tended much to disturb
the innocent commerce of the “ Rio Pongas,” and we fear is not likely to bé
amicably settled at present, the parties being very much exasperated against
cach other. Ormond, aNative I'rader, assisted by the ‘ Foulahs,” is opposed
to Lawrence Tom Curtis (who murdered the boat’s crew of His Majesty’s
gun-brig:’ Thistle), and some Native Chiefs. The Foulah in command has
orders (as he says) tromhis ‘Chief to get the heads of Lawrence Curtis, and
Yenge Coney, the Chief Native: this man has also told to respectable persons
of this Colony, that he is authorized and anxious to give us the possession of
the River, which, the Americans settled there are very desirous to obtain, in
order to form an establishment under the proteetion of their nation. ‘The
value of the trade to them is most important, and the intercourse coastant
and regular with the United States. This Nation has increased its com-
merce with the Rio-Pongas ib the last year two-fold.
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With respect to this Colony, it is most gratifying to us to be enabled to
‘state, that its export trade has increased since the last Report of the Commis-
sioners beyond any former period; the quantity of timber exported from
‘October last to the date of this Report, is not less than 14,000 loads, with 22
vessels still lying here to ebtain cargoes, during the present shipping season;
(the end of May) while the exports for the following periods are as follows:
from October 1821, to May 1822, one thousand load; from October 1822,
to May 1823, seventeen hundred load; from October 1823, to May 1824,
eleven theusand load. Great confidence has been given to the persons en-
gaged in this trade, by the Colonial Government having obtained the cession
and sovereignty of the Islands in this River, and also the northern bank of the
same, a measure which was alluded to in the last Report of the Commissioners
as extremely desirable to be accomplished. These Merchants have thus
become tenants of their own Government, instead of living as heretofore at
the mercy of the petty Chiefs, who were their former landlords. They are
already extending their trade and erecting more substantial buildings on the
faith of the protection which has thus been afforded to them. The value
shipped-in gold, brought from the interior during the same period, has been
greater than all the preceding years together; no accurate account however of
the shipment of this article can be obtained, as it is not entered at the
Custom-house; we, however, know one Merchant who alone has sent home
upwards ef 5,5001. worth.
- The agriculture of the Colony has also greatly increased, and in some
respects improved; and it is now gratifying to know that the produce grown
an the Peninsula is fully sufficient to feed its population, instead of, asformerly,
having recourse to the neighbouring Natives for the necessary supplies to
support the liberated Africans and lower classes of the community; this
abundance was found of the greatest consequence in the last year, when, from
the unsettled state of the Sherbro (which we shall more particularly speak of
hereafter) and the Mandingo Country, very little rice, compared with former
periods, was brought into the Colony, which, with the quantities required for
the Gold Coast during the Ashantee War, caused that article to rise to £17
per ton, a price far above the means of most of the labouring classes to pur-
‘chase. The differences in the Mandingo Country between the Chief and his
Headmen, still partially exist; but we may expect that as it is the intention
of some of: the powerful Nations of the interior to interfere in order to brin
abouta reconciliation, that a good understanding will shortly beestablished,
particularly now that ‘“ Almamy Abdool Kaddrier,” the Chief of Foola Jolla,has put down the usurper Bocarry, who had kept up a civil war in that
Country for a considerable time back. This Chief is known to be very
anxious to reconcile the affairs of the Mandi ngo Country, and will, no doubt,
so soon as he is a little at Jeisure, carry his intentions into effect; he has cer-
tainly the power, and we are credibly assured, is determined to exercise it, it
necessary, to attain the object.
The Stlave-trade on the Coast between this Colony and the Gallinas hasinereased of late beyond any former years since the existence of the Slave‘Treaties, and is almost entirely carried on under French and Spanish Colours;the former however continues to be the most general, and is often used as amask by theillicit Traders to cover property of other Nations, which is themiore to be lamented as rendering the Vessels at free liberty to carry on theirabominable traffiek without any interruption from our Cruisers. The neces-sity for obtaining slavés to meet this increased demand has, we are assuredbeen the cause of the destructive War which has raged in the Sherbro for the

last eighteen months between the Cussoos,” a powerful Nation, living inthe interior, ona line running parallel with the Coast extending fromtheGallinas to the back of this Peninsula, and the Fi people and Sherbro Bul-Joms, who live near the water-side (and are completely under the influence ofthe Slave-trading Chiefs and Factors settled in the neighbourhood of theGallinas and Cape Mount;) the origin being traced to the’ nefarious mariner.
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in which this traffick is carried on, and which at last induced the Cusseos to
commence hostilities in retaliation for the injuries and insults they had for a
long time been subjected to by the proceedings of those people, who, in nu-
merous instances, had seized and put on board Slave-vessels, not only the
slaves and other property brought to the Coast by thefree people of the Cussoo
Nation, for the purpose of barter, without making them any recompense, but
im many instances their persons, whom they sold into slavery.
The Cussoos having some time since revenged themselves upon their ageres-

sors in the neighbourhood of the Gallinas, have been coming up the Coast
towards this Peninsula, near to which by the last accounts they were en-
camped, having carried fire, rapine, and murder throughout the different
villages they passed,—most of the women and children of which, together
with the prisoners they take, being immediately sold to the Slave Factors who
are at hand to receive them. We have within the last few days heard that
there is a probability of an amicable arrangement being entered into with
these people, and the Chiefs of the Sherbro Bulloms, into whose Towns the
war has extended; these men were not generally implicated in the treachery
which has called forth the signal vengeance of the injured, but on the con-
trary, many of them were engaged in an innocent commerce with this Colony,
which the war has now, however, completely destroyed. This trade, which
was formerly most valuable and advantageous both to the Natives and also to
the Colonial Traders, consisted in rice, dye-woods, ivory, country cloths,
mats, palm oil, kolas, &c., for which was exchanged British manufactures.
The Americans also carried on a legitimate trade with the Sherbro, which,
however, no longer exists. .
The nearest mart for the criminal traffick, is the Shebar, a distance of about

eighty miles from this Colony, and where there have been seldom less than
three or four French Vesseis at a time in the last year illicitly trading. His
Majesty’s ship ‘“ Driver,” in April last, sent her boats into that River, when
there were two Vessels under the White Flag prepared to receive, their car-
goes, which circumstance was reported to the French Commodore, then off
the Gallinas, where he had taken about the same time three Vessels engaged
in the trade, two French and one under Spanish Colours. In September, a
French Brig was seen in the same River by a respectable person of this
Colony, preparing to take on board 400 Slaves. This vessel was said
to have been sent from Martinique to the Coast by one Captain Gicquell,
who is reported to have made 11 successful voyages in this traffick, (this
man, as appears by one of the letters found on board the cutter “ Deux
Sceurs,” is himself at present upon the Coast), Again,in December, we had
advices of a Spanish Schooner, a Portuguese Brig, and a French Sloop being.
there, (the latter, the “‘ Deux Sceurs,” has since been seized within the limits of
this Government) ; also, since that period, several other Vessels under the French
Flag, as appears by some letters that were found on board the “ Deux Sceurs,”
and are in the Registry of the Court of Vice Admiralty of this Colony, trans-
lations of which we beg leave herewith to transmit, as throwing considerable
light on the manner in which the Laws of France are violated. From these
documents it appears that not only French, but Dutch property employed in
the Slave-trade 1s covered by-the White Flag, and that notwithstanding the
undeniable proofs of such Vessels being embarked in the Slave-tratffick, yet,
they are allowed to remain unmolested, and the Violaters of the Laws of
France left to carry on the prohibited traffick with impunity. We would not
remark on the conduct of the French Commodore and his Officers, who, in
other instances, have enforced the Instructions of their Government: against
the Vessels and Crews found engaged in the illicit trade, but it does really
seem to us that there has been a great want of zeal evinced in their pro-
ceedings with regard to these Vessels.
The Crew of the “ Dewx Sceurs,” the Vessel in which these letters were

found, shortly after leaving Shebar, were overpowered by the slaves, who
killed eight of their number, leaving only three persons to navigate the vessel,
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and that under a promise they should land them on some part of the Coast
near to the Plantain Islands: these three men made the “ Isles de Loss,”
where the Vessel wasseized and sent here for adjudication in the Vice-Ad-
miralty Court, which condemned her and the slaves as forfeited to the Crown.

‘Fhe catastrophe on board may be attributed to several of the slaves who
had been employed as labourers and boatmen in this Colony, and who under-
stood the English language: these men were aware of the consequences of
being taken from the Coast, which no doubt induced them to have recourse
to force, to effect their liberation. This is not the only case where free men,
well acquainted with this Colony, have been shipped off lately, cither being
taken as prisoners of war in the Sherbro, or kidnapped by the Slave Factors
to make up a cargo. A man similarly cireumstanced was among the slaves
captured in the Spanish Schooner ‘ Espafiola” before mentioned, who had
hired himself as a canoe-puller in this Colony to a Foulahman, who, under
some {rifling pretext, when he had him in his power, disposed of him to a
Slave Factor near the Galliuas. This aggressor, should be again visit the
Colony, will no doubt be brought to account by the Colonial Government,
who have been made acquainted with the circumstance.
The American Settlement ot Mesurado, we are most happy to state, is

reeovering from the misfortunes which attended its formation, and bids fair to
realize the expectationsof its founders. The United States Schooner, “ Por..
poise,” Captain Skinner, visited it in August last, when a more organized
form of Government was established under that Officer’s inspection, who
then left in charge of the Settlement Mr. Ashman, the Agent appointed in
America, and who wasa passenger in the “ Porpoise” from the, Cape.de Verde
Islands, which he liad visited a short time before for the recovery of his
health. From this gentleman’s zeal and abilities the best results were
expected, and from all accounts which bave since reached us, are likely to be
fully realized. In one of his letters to a gentleman here, published in the
Gazette of this Settlement, it appears that on the 28th of September two
large Schooners, one French “ L’Achille,” Du Tertre, Master, fromNantes ;
the other Spanish, the “ Biscayenne,” Andreas du Mina, Master, from the
Havannah, went on shore at Mesurado, and were totally lost, the crews
being saved. Both these vessels were fitted for the Slave-trade.
A later communication, dated January, from the same gentleman, reports

that three Vessels for slaves, presumptively Americans, were then on the
Coast, one of them at the Sherbro, and the remaining two at the Gallinas
and Cape Mount, one of these, a Baltimore built Schooner, called the
“‘ General Winder,” Hill, Master, last from St. ‘Thomas, carries ten guns and
a numerous crew ;—Hill and most of his crew being Americans. ‘These
three. Vessels, it is known, have their outward bound cargoes on shore, The
Ports of Cape Mount and the Gallinas have never been, within the last twelve
months, without Vessels at anchor for slaves, the number shipped from thence
since the last Report of the Commissioners must, therefore, be very consider-
able, notwithstanding which, however, very few captures on this part of the
Coast have been made. This may very reasonably be attributed to the greater
number of the Vessels being under French Colours, and to our Cruisers not
being authorized to detain Spanish or Portuguese Vessels unless the slaves
are, or have been on board them. The practice now universally adopted is
never to embark the slaves until the Vessels are quite ready for sea; the ship-
ment only occupies a very short time, and is generally done towards night,
under cover of which theymay very easily escape, even if a Cruiser should
be in the neighbourhood,, as the superior class of Vessels that are emploved
by the Spanish Slave-dealers are so well calculated for sailing, that very few
of the. Men-of-War have much chance of overtaking them at sea, "The
*« Swinger” in going from this in November last, fell in with four French
Slave-vessels off the Gallinas, three of which were boarded; and also found
at the anchorage two Spanish Schooners waiting for their cargoes, which
were stated to be then nearly collected,
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His Most Christian Majesty’s Gun-brig “ Bressane,” however left this on
the 11th of December to join the French Vessels “ L’Hebé” and “ Dragon™
at Cape Mount; and it is reported here that they have since made several
captures in that neighbourhood.
The Slave-trade has certainly increased, from all accounts, in the Bights of

“ Benin” and “ Biafra,” and in the large Rivers which empty themselves into
the sea in those latitudes, and may, perhaps, be attributed in some degree to
the great increase of Slave-vessels within the last twelve months, which have
sailed from the Brazils for Cargoes, thirteen of which were stated to have
left «‘ Bahia? about the same time for “ Badagry,” four of which, viz. the
« Dianna,” “Two Brazilian Friends,” “« Avizo,” and * Bella Eliza,” were
captured by the Squadron, and sent here in the course of two months at the
end of the last year, having on board near 1200 human beings: the others
no doubt carried off their victims. The Prize Master of the “Two Brazil-
ian Friends” also on bis passage here, when distant about 250 miles to the
southward of Cape Formosa, fell in with two large Schooners under Spanish
Colours, crowded with slaves. In-this year the “ Bom Fim” having on board
149 slaves, under Brazilian Colours, has also been brought in for adjudica-
tion. The Ports generally frequented. being “ Badagry,” ‘“ Lagos,” “ Popo,”
and “ Whydah,” in the Bight of Benin; and the Rivers we more particularly
allude to, the “‘ Bonny” and ‘* Calabar,” in the Bight of Biafra, which, in
addition to being frequented by the Slavers from the Brazils, are infested
with Vessels under the French and Spanish Flags, which are generally well
armed, and particularly the latter, which may be considered to be fitted out as
Privateers rather than Merchantmen, and make a practice of plundering sach
small Vessels of less power than themselves as unfortunately come. across
them. Among this class was the « El Romano,” commanded by Jozé del
Catarro, which was armed with 16 eighteen-pounders, and manned with 20
Officers, and 120 men, and was fitted out by a Company of Merchants in the
Havanna for this Coast. We beg leave herewith to transmit an Account of
the Proceedings of this Vessel, extracted from the Gazette of this Settlement.
The “ Swinger” since last leaving this we also learn, boarded two Spanish

Brigs in the latitude of these Rivers, mounting 16 guns each, one of them
manned with 86, the other 68 men, and more recently on the 9th of February,
fell in with four Vessels off Lagos towards night, which induced her Com-
mander, Lieutenant Clerkson, to anchor, when he was actually fired into by
a large Spanish Brig, the “ Elaerto” of the Havanna, Antonio Echasamia,
Master, mounting 16 guns, and manned with 86 men well armed with cut-
lasses, &c., and furnished with every accommodation for a cargo of slaves
which were then collecting at a Port in the neighbourhood. The “ Victor”
also running into “ Anna Bona” on her late cruise, disturbed three Spanish
Schooners, well equipped, who all escaped by superior sailing.

His Majesty’s ship ‘“ Maidstone,” in a cruise in the Bights of “ Benin”
and “ Biafra,” between the 17th of June and 15th of July, boarded 17
Slave-vessels, 10 of them under French Colours, 7 of which were at anchor
in the River Bonny at one time (the 16th of June) and intended to take off
3000 human beings, and on the 10th of September, His Majesty’s Ship
‘“‘ Bann,” then in that latitude, was informed of 4 Brigs and 4 Brigantines,
under French Colours, being also in that River for slaves. Theatrocity with
which the traffick in this River and the Old Calabar is carried on, has, we
understand, been made the subject of an official notification to the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty hy Commodore Bullen. ~
We have not heard so much of the infamous carrying trade between

“ Princes,” and the large Rivers in the neighbourhood, as formerly; this we
fear arises from our intercourse with that Island not being so frequent of
late, rather than from any decrease of the traffick.. A most distressing and
inhuman instance is however known to us—ihe “ Victor,” when a few leagues
from that Island on a late cruise, fell in with the Schooner Boat “ Maria
Piquena” of 5 tons burthen, having onboard’ 17 slaves, being ‘he remainder
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of 23 originally taken on board in the River Gaboon: the space allowed for
the slaves was only 18 inches between the water casks and the deck; the
wretched survivors were taken out of this miserable craft for a passage to this
Colony, where they were emancipated by the British and Portuguese Com-
m ssion, the Boat having been previously delivered by the Captor with a
statement of the case to the Governor of the Island, whose daughter nominally
owned the vessel, which however it is said really belonged to His Excellency.
We beg leave most respectfully, Sir, to close this Report, by drawing your

attention to the zeal and exertions of the highly respected and gallant Com-
modore, and the other Officers of His Majesty’s Squadron upon this Station,
during the past year, and to state, that we have before us documents to provethat 65 Slave-vessels were visited by them since the month of May last, a
number which, when considered with reference to the employment of theNaval Force upon the Gold Coast during the late Ashantee War, and theSlave-vessels, of which we have no account, furnishes strong reasons forsupposing that the illicit traffick has increased rather than otherwise since thelast Report of His Majesty’s Commissioners.

We have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.

The Right Hon. George Canning, J. REFFELL.
&e. &e. &e.

 

First Enclosure in No. 4,

Translation of a Letter found among the Papers of the French SlaveCutter “ Les Deux Sours,” “© Henrt Mornet,” Master, addressed to theGentlemen interested in the Affairs of the “ Galathée,” deposited inthe Registry of the Court of Vice Admiralty, in this Colony.

Shebar, January 2d, 1825,GENTLEMEN INTERESTED IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE Scuooner “ GaLarusz,”
AFTERa passage of fifty days, continually baffled by calms and contrary winds, 1 stopped atthe River Shebar, notwithstanding there were tour vessels in the River, to obtain information ofwhat business was doing on the Coast of Africa. Having seen Mr. Gicquel, who had examinedthe Coast and found every where a namber of Vessels more than sufficient to cause greatcompetition in the trade, I remained two days bargaining with the King for my cargo: duringthis time the Schooner was outside the Bar. Prior to my leaving the Vessel, 1 bad given toMr. Reliquet; Mate (second) of the vessel, thé Dutch Papers, and the others, with an order, thatif-he perceived any Vessels, to get underweigh immediately, and not aliow himself to be boarded bany Vessels but such as he might not be able to avoid, that is to say, such as might sail betterthan the Se: ooner : and that, if i¢ was a French Vessel, which he would easily know, he shouldhoist his Duteh Flag, andif it was an Englishman, to: hoist his French Flag; and show vur Papersof that Nation. On the 12th of December, at-noon, I quitted the Schooner; between four andfive in the morning, the man De Bassoir perceived a Schooner very near us, immediately the Mategot under weigh, and had the advantage in sailing with this Vessel, at day-light the Vessel hoisted.the White Flag—the Mate did the same; this Schooner continued her course; at eleven o’clock,not. seeing any more of her, the Mate thought fit to come back to the anchorage, it was calm, ac-cording to his report;and havingaman on the look-out, at four o’clock in the afternoon, he tells:me, he saw no Vessel ; at five, the same Schooner (of the morning), was so near our Vessel that hetells me it was impossible to get under weigh ; seeing that this ‘Schooner was lowering her boat, |and thinkiag tha: it was a FrenchVessel-of-War, this unfortunate man being ont of his mind, not-withstanding that the Lieutenant and the Master put the Dutch Papers in a sack with theDutchFlag, he threw my Papers into the sea, on seeing the boat of this Vessel, which had only three menin it—this, to my mistortune, is the first example of the kind, aud committed too by an old man:he kept the talse French Papers, and it ubluckily this had been aVessel-of- War, he and the crewwould have found themselves in a very awkward situation.—I did not hear of this misfortune untilmy boat came to fetch me, being on my way from the interior, and it wasonly from the crew Ilearnt it; the Vessel remained outside the River, every day exposed without Papers 3 1 adopted themeasue of bringing the schooner into the River by Mr. Henry the 18th of December; shewasin the Roads of Shebar

;1 went up the River to fetch boats to discharge the cargo. I was there till the 22d, when incoming down, I learnt that a French Corvette wasoutside the Bar, and had sent her boats to boardthe Vessels ; that the Schooner not having hoisted any Flag, the boats came on board and asked towhat. Nation the Schooner belonged ; the Officer received for answer. that she was Dutch, but that
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he Captain had carried the Papers with him into the interior.. The Officer wished to get the.
Schooner under weigh, but as he did not know the Bar he could not, he only said that he should
go and give notice to the Commandant of the Brig, whe would, without doubt, send in and fetch -
the Schooner; upon this information, and arriving at eight o’clock in the evening, I determined
upon landing the cargo during the night, which having finished early in the morning, I dismantled
the Schooner, and at high water put her-on a bank, a few moments afterwards the boats were in
the roadstead, seging the Vessel on the sand,.and crew on shore, the Officers took no notice ofher,
and on the morning of the nextday,he set off to seturn aboard the Brig. As soon as the Brig leftI got the Schooner afloat, and she had not received any damage.—I lost a great many. things in
landing the cargo at night, but, however, hope to accomplish the object that we agreed upon at the
time of my departure from St. Thomas’s. Rely upon my zeal for every exertion for the success
of the affair; but I have at least three months to look forward to before my return,.so that must
not vex you: there have been a great number of Vessels taken on the Coast of Africa, in the North
as well asthe South. There are nine French Vessels of War to the Northward and Southward,
and as many English, however, they do not interfere with the Dutch Flag, if there is nothing sus-
picious aboard, but all French Vessels are taken.
Deign to believeme, Gentlemen, very sincerely, your devoted Servant for the success of the affair:

(Signed) § LOMBARD.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 4.

Translation of another Letterfound among the Papers ofthe Slave Cutter
« Les Deux Sceurs,” addressed to Ferdinand Savre and Co., Merchants,
Nantes, deposited in the Registry of the Court of Vice Admiralty in this
Colony.

GENTLEMEN, Shebar River, January 2d, 1825,
M. BRAY DE LAVALETTE, my Captain, having been absent some days on business of the

Vessel, hasinduced me to take advantage ofthe opportunity of the Sloop, the “Sans Soucee,” to informyouofthe situation of the Schooner “‘La Rose.” I do not give you any intelligence upon our affair
(** operation’), presuming that you will have received the Letter he wrote youlately by the way of
Martinique;
We are now the first vessel to be paid, and { think we shall be able to leave towards the end of

this month, :
On the 21st of December we were visited by a Boat from the Brig af War « Dragon,” Com-mandant Lachelier. The Officer, after having searched the Schooner, and having’ been furnishedwith the Papers, gave me an order to follow him, that Imight be able to answer such questions

as the Commanding Officer might think proper to put to me. (I then mentioned that the Captain
had had the misfortune to loose M. Durand four days previous, —on the 17th of December.) When
J got aboard, M. Lachelier asked me why we were anchored at Shebar, while cur clearances stated
St, Thomas’s, on the Coast of Africa? 1 answered, that when passing here, a part of the crew |
being sick, Captain Durand, in concert with M. Lavalette, Supercargo, had thought preper to
enter the River where we found ourselves, for the purpose of giving rest to the people, as well
as fresh provisions; and that having fonnd an opportunity of bartering our goods for the pro-
duce of the country, we had given them out to different Traders, whowere te pay us in a-short
time,
M. Lachelier put me off to the next day to receive the answer that he was to give me, which

he made me in nearly these terms :—*¢ Sir, after having considered the cireumstances in whick
your Vessel is found, I eannot decide any thing without seeing her myself, therefore I send you
back to arrange every thing aboard for passing the Bar to-morrow; I observe to you, tliat F
shall consider the not bringing out of the Vessel as a disobedience of my orders, even if the
Pilot shall refuse to bring her.”
Not seeing any answer that could be made to such unjust orders, I set of without his giving-me

back the Papers, in the same Boat : she had more men than the evening before, without reckoning
a Master, a Quarter-master, and the same Officer, who were to be witnesses of our preparations ¢in that day we were ready for sea : I was three times ashore to ask for a Pilot—three times he was
refused to me. ‘The Officer to whom I made known my useless exertions made a note of it, and
told me that he would go the next day with the Supercargo and three men of the crew, that theCommandant might examine them, and probably he might consider that sufficient. M. Lavalette,
with his three men, set off on the 23d, in a boat belonging to the roadsted, accompanied by the
Brig’s boat, and did not return till the next day (the 24th), at 8 o’clock ia the morning, with the
same crew in his boat, without any other escort, after having: undergone an examination of five
hours, and eachof our.sailors nearly two, M. Lavalette told me I must get ready directly, to go
again aboard the Brig to demand our Papers, which they had refused to give back to him.
At six o'clock ] passed the Bar, and got on board the ‘* Dragon,” at ten; the Commandant im.

mediately sent for me into his cabin, and made me undergo an examination nearly like that
ofM. Lavalette : after about three hours sitting, he told me I might retire, and asked ine if there
would be time for me to return into the River, supposing he sent.me off in theafternoon ;
I replied, ** Yes, provided it was not later than five o'clock.” At four o'clock he sent for me again,
that I might take notice of all the Papers he gave me back, and particularly these two Endurse«
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mentsthat he had put om the Roll of the Crew and upon the Vessel's Passport, after whichF
came away. This is 4 Copy of that on the Passport nearly :—
That having suspected this Wesselof being engaged in the Slave-trade, the questions which have

Been put to the Captain, the Supercargo, and other persons belowging to the Vessel, have
confirmed him in the suspicion of unlawful traffick on this point of the Coast: that, in con-
formity with the 9th Article of the Ministerial Orders, his intention was to seize this Vessel and
send her to a French Colony, for her case to be enqnired into and adjudicated; but he bas not been
able to follow up his intentions, on account of the hindrances he has met with to get the Vessel
out of the River, which is very dangerous, and cannot be done withont a Pilot; those of the
Country being too far off, and having declared that they will not make their appearance until the
departure of the Dragon ;” that, in consequence, he has thought fit to give back to the Captain
the Papers of bis Vessel, which be had given him to examine, that he may not upon supposition,
though justly founded, make it impossible for him-to continue this voyage with safety; but
healsothinks it necessary, for his own responsibility, to write the present Declaration upon the
Passport of the Schooner ‘* La Rose,” ‘until he can make known to the Commandant of the
African Station the cireumstances relating to the search and abandonment of this Vessel.

(Signed) LACHELIER.”
Pray, Gentlemen, notwithstanding all this, feel no nneasingss; we will endeavour to finish

a voyage which has undergone some difficulties up to the present moment, but of which £
have a tolerable good opinion, having seen the wisdom and prudence of M. Bray de Lavalette.

(Signed) ALLE. HUART.

 

Third Enclosure in No. A.

Translation of a Letter addressed to “ Messrs. Lancous Lancelicr, Mer-
chants, Basse Terre,” deposited in the Registry of the Court of Vice Ad-
miralty in this Colony.
GenrLeMen, Shebar, 3d January, 1825.

SINCE I had the hononr of forwarding my last to you, in which I remarked to you thatafter 59 days’ passage, I had arrived at Shebar, where I had traded with the King 130 logs « Bil-lots,” having still something to trace with in spite of great competition. Froin'the 15th to the20th some sinister events occurred along the line of the Northern Coast; two very large Brigs, aCorvette and a Gun-brig, compose the Naval force of the Station, and the-instruction of theCommanders are such, that it is sufficient to be found in Africa to be seized and sent either toCayenne or Goree, .
A fine Brig belonging to Nantes, and the poor Flinke, have found themselves in this predi-cament, and the latter was doing nothing, but land at the Gallinas with his samples under his arm,We have been more fortunate at Shebar, and that, thanks to the great draft of water of the NationalBrig, the Dragon ; nevertheless we have been boarded by the Boats of that Vessel, and willing orunwilling, we were obliged to go on board, and submit to an examination, where we all said the‘same; in spite of this circumstance, the Commandant has endorsed my Passport and Roll in themost positive manner, This is the substance of what he has written :-—‘« I deem this vessel uporthe Coast for the purpose of engaging in an unlawful trade in negroes, and if it had been possiblefor me to have obtained a Pilot of the Country, to bring her out of the River, I should haveseized her.”
My Voyage being legal and purely commercial, on my retura will there be no means of ob-taining redress tor such crying injustice? I should not finish if ] wished to give you the minatestpart of what my indignation against such an arbitrary act made me say to M. Lachelier how-ever every thing passed off with decency. / ,
Before the appearance of this Brig, we had been visited twice by the English, but withontany inconsenience. J have great troubles here, my second and myself have missed, finishing theyear very badly. God send that of 1825, may be more happy for us. At the end of Januarythis current year, or in the month of February, I shall go out of this, and, without some unfor-tunate rencontre, in the month of March, or beginning of April, I calculate on embracing youRely on the devotedness and affection of your Servant, —

, (Signed) VOR PATISANIER,

 

Extracts of a Letter found on board the Cutter « Les deux Sceurs,” ad-dressed io M. De Manaton, Docteur Medecin, Nantes, No. 70, Sur| Les Ponts, and transtated from the Original ; Depesited in the Registryin the Court of Vice Admiralty in this Colony.
; Shebar, Coast of Africa, 2d January, | DeWE have been visited by an English Boat, (Penish) which said ree Us; Bue 15.daysafterwards we were visited by a Boat belonging to the ‘* Dragon,” she obliged Mr Huart, andMr. Lavalette togoon board, and obliged them to answer too many questions ; they wished tohave the Vessel taken outside the Bar, but we told them that having no Pilot we could not risk
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such a thing, for when we saw the Boat eoming, Mr. Lavallette was on shore, and he obliged the
Pilot to go away; this excuse answered-our purpose-very well, for without it we should have beensent to Senegal or Cayenne for adjudication.
“There is also Jaying here a very fine Schooner, which, when she saw the Beat coming, took heranchor up and ran on shore; but it being-only a sand bank, -she was easily got of again somedays afterwards.
We are very near an English Factory, forwe are onlytwelve leagues from Sierra Leone,
Mr. Petit Pierre will not be well satisfied with the intelligence he will find in this Letter of Me,

Huart, for he will there learn the capture of one of his Vessels by the ‘* Dragon,” hisCaptain,‘Mr. Dutertre, will doubtless takehispassage with us as Mate; the Brig “ Le Glanneur,” has alsabeencaptured by the Dragon at the Gallinas, but she has been only sent to Cayenne for adjudi-cation.
Mr, Lavalette is at present at the Gallinas, for the purpose, I think, of obtaining 100 ofthe blacks belonging to the ‘* Glanneur;”’ the Captain of which Vessel remains on shore, aad I‘think also that Mr. Jicquel will take-the remainder.

‘Your-respectful Son,

(Signed) MANATON.I presume that immediately after our arrival at St, Thomas’s, we shall return to the Coast, andour Schooner will be sold there, for Mr. Lavalette will not retarn to France, since his Roll andPassport (congé;, have been so well endorsed (aspostillés), by Mr, Lachelier, Commander of the«* Dragon."

 

Fourth Enclosure in No. A.

Translation of the Letter of Instructionsfrom M. La Roche, Owner, to
Henri Mornet, Captain of the Cutter “Les Deux Sceurs,” found amongthe Papers of that Vessel, deposited in the Registry of the Court of
Vice Admiralty in this Colony. “

Sir, St. Pierre, 3d August, 1824,
YOU will repair direct to the Coast of Africa, to trade there in billets. of ebony wood; thecargo which I give you being well chosen, and as advantageons as possible. I hope that youwill bring back one, at your retarn, that will answer our-expectations, I do not wish to have billetseither too large or too small, but particularly sound.
You will return to Martinique, Pointe des Salines, at the second landing at the sea-shore ; taking

care not to pass, “ Pointe Dunkerque,” so as to expose yourself to the sight of the Marine,You will land the things with which you may be loaded; at your arrival you will find ordersfor you to follow in the continuation. of your voyage,
Wishing you a fortunate and quiek return,

T am your devoted Servant,
Mr. Henry Mornet, on board the Deux Seurs. (Signed) HTE. DE LA ROCHE,

 

Instructions and Allowances for the Captain and Crew of “Les Deux
Sceurs,” Captain Henri Mornet.

A GOOD understanding being thebasis of success in all commercial and maritime operations,
I cannot too much recommend to Captain. Henri, the keeping up the best understanding and dis-
cipline among the crew; recommending the most perfect agreement with his Mate, and advising
also that if, at. the place where he is going, he should meet with any Countryman about the
same affair, to-have a pertect understanding with him, so as not to injure the common interest.
He will also take the greatest pains, as much for the preservation of the property, as in the carg

he will bestow upon the retuin cargo, which is the most essential thing, For which care and trou-
ble he is allowed, as well as for all.commissions of sale and purchase, out and home, upon.each
bale (‘ par balle ou ballot”) consisting only of the return cargo that may be landed gonnd, ‘safe,
and without damage at the place of her destination, the sum of 54 livres to Captain Henri, 36
livres to his Mate.; besides which will be paid, for wages to Captain Elenri, 540 livres per mouth,
to the Mate Durand 450 livres, to the Lieutenant 225 livres, to the Master 270 livres, to the
Cook 225 livres, and 180 livres to each Sailor per month, without any regard. to. the-wages put
upon the ‘Srole d’equipage.”’ .
As to the choice of the return cargo, it is expressly recommended to the Captain and to his

Officers, if there is opportunity of. choosing, not to embark any other “ balles” or “ballots” than
those that weigh from 10 to 20 Arabas, of which the two-thirds to be in *ballots,” and the other
third in ‘bales ;” it being expressly agreed, that if there are any ** balles’’ or ** ballots’ found
among the cargo under 10 or above 20 Ardbas, the Captain’s allowances upon each of the **balles’’
or “‘ballots’’ to bereduced one half, the same for any that may be damaged,otherwisethan by the
chances of the voyage, .

Under no pretext whatever must one “ balle” or * ballot” be embarked, at the Sloap’s return,
upon any freight; and if any should be found, they will belong of right to the Owner of the Vessel,
without paying arly recompence whatever,
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Presuming that the proceeds of. the sale of the cargo will be sufficient to obtain a return cargo
of about 150 “ balles” or ballots,” and having every confidence in the sagacity of the Captain and
his Officers, I give them full latitude to act according to their own knowledge, and the best for
those interests which are confided to them.

Tf circumstances should be such, that the outward cargo should be more than sufficient to ob~
tain the return cargo, it is expressly recommended to leaye nothing in the Country; but to
bring back, in produce, the value of the overplus, choosing the most valuable and least bulky,
upon which, after valuation of sale, the Captain shall be allowed a commission offive per cent.
On the receipt of the Letter of Departure which will be addressed to Captain Henri, he will

conform to it on every point, in directing his steps to the place where he is to make his trade, and
will return direct here, or touch at the point mentioned in the same Letter; there he will find
fresh Instructions, and my Orders for the rest of the affair, to which he will conform, it being
expressly agreed that if it be necessary to. give the Sloop another destination, either before
having disembarked any thing here, or alter having landed a part of the cargo, Captain Henri
Mornet, and his Mate, Durand, will conform to the Orders which will be given them upon
this subject, without any observation whatever, and follow their route for the place which will be
pointed out to them,

_. It_is agreed and recommended to M. Durand, to keep for the Captain a very.exact Journal of
the Sales and Purchases which shall be made im the business which is intrusted to them, and he
will commence it at the beginning of the Trade. . .Notwithstanding the above paragraph concerning the freight, Captain Henri Mornet is per~
mitted to embark on board the Sloop one ballot, upon his own account, without paying any
freight or remuneration,

 

Fifth Enclosure in No. 4.

Extract of No. 315 of the Sierra Leone Gazette, under date June
the 12th, 1824.

THE Brig «* El Romano,” commanded by José del Catarro, armed with 16 eighteen-pounders,
and manned with 20 Officers and 130 men, was fitted ont by a Company of Merchants at
the Havannah, and sent to this Coast. On the 9th of Mareh fast she made Trade Town, and
there fell in with the French Lugger, ‘ L’Henrietta Aimé 3" which Vessel, Harry Karsdorp,
@ native of Holland, the second Mate, declares to have belonged to Martinique, and to haye beenlying at Trade Town for slaves, ;

This Vessel, the «* Ei Romano” seized ; she sent the crew on shore, except two ; and after some
.delay proceeded down the Coast with her seizure. About the 9th of April she fell.in, near theRiver St. Andrews, with “ El Vincedor,” under the Brizilian Flag, fitted out for the Slave-trade,and seized her also, sending her crew afterwards on board a Dytch Vessel bound for Elmina,

El Romano, with her two seizures then proceded to Lagos, where the cargo of © El Vincedor”was landed, and bartered for a cargo of slaves to be shipped on board, ‘* I’Henrietta Aimé,”Lugger, and «El Vincedor was manned and armed from the El Romano,” the command wasgiven to Don Jose de Bagona ; she was armed with 6 guns, 40 barrels of gun-powder, and manned
with 5 Officers and 16 men.

**¥I Romano” here pretended to be a Slaver armed for the protection of the Brig andLugger, her consorts, and was anxiously waiting till a Brazilian Brig and Schooner, lying atLagos, had received their Slaves, (about 800) with an intention of then seizing them, when HisMajesty’s Ship ‘ Victor," Captain Scott, hove in sight, the two Brigs immediately cut theircables and put to sea; after a loug chase ‘* El Vincedor” was re-captured, but ** Ei Romano”escaped. Captain Scott returned to. Lagos as soon as possible, which place he could not, how-ever, regain in less than two days, when he found the Lugger still at anchor, On the appearanceof the ** Victor,” a Boat full of men was seen to leave the Lugger; after which she got underweigh, but instead of attempting to escape ran on shore ina heavy surf, where she immediatelyWent to pieces, and we regret to add, that from the number of blacks observed on her decks,there can be no doubt she had her cargo of slaves on board, all of whom perished !
The Brazilian Schooner was still there waiting tor her cargo, the Brig had sailed the night be-fore with 500 unfortunate human beings on board. Captain Scott immediately sailed in hopes ofovertaking her, and saw “ El Romano” again that day, but was unable to reach her, and was notfortunate enough to overtake the Ship.

 

No. 5.

| His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(ReceivedAug.9.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, May 11, 1825.
_ WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch ofthe 28th of February last, furnishing us with the Copy of a Letter from theSecretary to the Admiralty, giving an account of Ships and Vessels in His
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Majesty’s Navy, which have been furnished with the Instructions for Cruisers,
conformably to the Treaty with His Netherlands Majesty of the 4th of May
1818. :
We also beg leave to inform you of the receipt of your Despatch of the

16th of March, with its Enclosures, on the subject of the over-rating in ton-
nage of Vessels employed in the legal Slave-trade.

We have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) CHARLES TURNER, Governor.

Acting Commissary Judge.
The Right Hon. George Canning, J. REFFELL. ,

Sc. &e. &e.

 

No. 6.

Mr. Secretary Canning to John Tasker Williams, Esq.

Sir, Foreign Office, September 10, 1825.
HIS Majesty’s Government having permitted you to delay repairing tg

your post, until that period of the year when anEuropean may, without
considerable danger to his health, establish himself atSierra Leone; I have
{that period being now arrived) to convey to you The King’s Commands, that
you proceed without further delay, to execute the duties of His -Majesty’s
Commissary Judge to the several Mixed Commissions established at Sierra
Leone, under the Convention concluded between Great Britain andPortugal
on the 28th of July 1817, the Treaty concluded between Great Britain and
Spain on the 23d of September 1817, and the Treaty concluded between
Great Britain and the Netherlands on the 4th of May 1818, for the preven-
tion of illegal Slave-trade. BS

I send to you, . herewith, the Commissions, bearing date the Ist of August
1825, by which The King was pleased to appoint you to the above mentioned

situation.
You will shew these Commissionstothe Commissioners acting on the part

of His Majesty at Sierra Leone, and, after conferring with those Gentlemen,
who will introduce you to such of the Foreign Commissioners appointed
under the above mentioned Treaties as may be resident at Sierra Leone, and
to the Local Authorities, you will proceed to take the requisite oaths in the
form prescribed, and will enter upon the duties entrusted to your charge.

~ You will consider the Instructions sent out from this Office for the guidance
of your Predecessor, and of Mr. D. M. Hamilton, as equally addressedto
yourself; and you will take those Instructions, together with the Treaties
above mentioned, and the Acts of Parliament. founded upon them, as the
rules-of your conduct. oe

Farther instructions and directions will be forwarded to-you from. time to
time, as circumstances may require.

Lam, &e.
- (Signed) GEORGE CANNING,

His Majesty's Commissary Judge, Sierra Leone.

 

No. 7.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received
September 17.)

Sir Sierra Leone, June 17, 1825.3

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the
2ist of March 1825, informing us that Hts Majesty bas been pleased to
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nominate and appoint William Smith, Esq. to be Registrar to the Mixed
Commissions established at Sierra Leone, under the ‘Treaties with Foreign
Powers for the repression of illegal Slave-trade. We beg to communicate the
arrival of that Gentleman on the 24th ultimo.
Agreeably to the desire conveyed in your Despatch, we have administered

to Mr. Smith, in proper form, the oath prescribed to be taken by him, and he
has accordingly entered upon the exercise of the duties of the situation to

 

which he is appointed. We have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) - CHARLES TURNER.

The. Right Hon. George Canning, G. RENDALL.
&c. &e. &ec.

No. 8.

Joseph Plania, Junior, Esq. to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, September 27, 1825.

THIS Letter will be delivered to you by Mr. John Tasker Williams, whom
The King has been pleased to appoint to be His Majesty’s Commissary Judge
at Sierra Leone, under the Treaties with Foreign Powers for the suppression
of illegal Slave-trade. .
Mr. Williams will shew to you his Commission and Instructions, and I am

directed by Mr. Secretary Canning to request, that you will introduce Mr.
Williams to the Foreign Commissioners acting with you at Sierra Leone, and
to the Local Authorities; and that, having assisted at his taking the proper
Oaths in the prescribed form, you will regularly install him as HisMajesty’s
Commissary Judge.
You will deliver up to Mr. Williams the Archives of the Correspondence of

the Commission at Sierra Leone. Iam, &e.
. (Signed) J. PLANTA, Junior.

His Majesty's Acting Commissioners, Sierra Leone.

 

No. 9.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—( Received
, November 23.)

Str, _ Sterra Leone, September 6, 1825.
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the

15th of June last, transmitting for our information six copies of Papers, marked
A and B, relative to the Slave-trade, which have been presented to both Houses
of Parliament during the last Session.

We are, with the greatest respect, &c.
(Signed) CHAS. TURNER.

Ike Right Hon. George Canning, — G. RENDALL,  .
. = &e. 8 =6&e.
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No. 10.

Mr. Consul-General Clarke to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(ReceivedApril7.)

(Extract.) St. Jago, February 15, 1825.
I HAVE now to acquaint you that Brandon arrived heré on the 31st ult.,in

a large Brig, mounting six guns, well manned, which is at present painted all
black: she is now again preparing for Sea, waiting only the arrival of his
Schooner from Surinam and America. At the former place she landed her cargo
of slaves, upwards of 200. From the information I am able to obiain, it ap-
pears that Surinam is the principal mart for slaves from Bissau, Cacheu, and
these Islands.
There is at present at this Port a large Spanish Schooner, mounting one long

24-pounder on a pivot, and four carronades, expressly fitted up for slaving,
and has lately returned from Cacheu. Some misunderstanding having arisen
between the Commandant of that place and the Captain of the Schooner, she
proceeds to Bonavista for orders, and I have every reason to believe will return
to the Coast again. The Captain has been 15 years in the trade, and never
once captured. ‘CaptainWoollcombe, of His Majesty’s Ship Victor, boarded
her, about the middle of last month, offthe Gambia.

I have now an opportunity, of which I shall avail myself, of writing to the
‘proper Authorities at Sierra Leone, and to Commedore Bullen (by way of the
‘Gambia) relative to these Vessels. .

(Signed) J. P. CLARKE,
The Right Hon. George Canning,

&c. &e. &e.

 

No. 11.

G. Rendall, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Recewed April 7).

Sir, Mixed Commission Office, Sierra Leone, February 1, 1825.
I HAVE the honour to enclose herewith a Return of all Slaves emancipated

by the Courts of Mixed Commission established in this Colony for the sup-
pression of the illicit traffick in slaves, during the périod commencing the 5th
day of July 1824, and ending the 5th day of January 1825.

I have, &c.
(Signed) -G. RENDALL, Acting Registrar.

The Right Hon. George Canning.
&e. &e. Se. ,

Mem.—The Enclosure contaitis the Names and Particulars of Emanci-
pation and Registry of Slaves, from No. 4237 to No. 5036, amounting to
800 slaves. .
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No. 12.

D. M. Hamilton, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received June 14.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, April 6, 1825.

T AM honoured with your Letter of the 18th of January last, commu-
nicating to me that His Majesty had been graciously pleased to grant me
permission to return to Europe for the benefit of my health.

His Excellency Major General Turner being at present absent on a visit to
the Forts on the Gold Coast, and as I fear some embarrassment may pos-
sibly arise, in provisionally filling my Situation, should I quit the Colony
during his absence, it is therefore my intention, if possible, not to avail my-
self of His Majesty’s most gracious indulgence till His Excellency’s return to
the Colony, which I expect will be about the latter end of next month.

I have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.

The Right Hon. George Canning,
&e.. &e. &e.

 

No. 13.

J. Reffell, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Junior, Esq.—( Received August 18.)

“Sir, Sierra Leone, June 6, 1825.
HAVING obtained leave of absence, as Colonial Seeretary, from His

Excellency Major General Turner, to return to Europe for the recovery of
my health, which is much impaired by a very long residence here, I deem it
my duty to acquaint you of the circumstance, for the information of the
Right Honourable the Secretary of State, and to enclose a Certiticate of the:
Surgeon of this Commission, shewing the necessity of my taking my depar-
ture without delay: this 1 therefore purpose doing by a Vesscl that leaves
this on Sunday next, by which time I am in hopes His Excellency the
Governor, who is Commissary Judge, ad interim, will have returned here.
from his visit to the Gambia.

I have the honour to be, &e.

J. Planta Jun. Esq. (Signed) J. REFFELL.
&e. &c. &e.

 

No. 14.

Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, October 7, 1825.
1 HEREWITH send to you for your. information, the Copies of two

Letters which have passed between this Office and the Colonial Department
on the subject of filling up, ad interim, the Vacancies which may, from time
to time, occur in the British Judgesbip in the Mixed Commission at Sierra
Leoune.. Iam, &e.

| | (Sigacd) GEORGE CANNING,
tis Majesty's Commissioners, Sierra Leone. | .
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First Enclosure in No. 14.

Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to R. W. Hay, Esq.

Sir, Foreign Office, October 4th, 1825.

I AM directed by Mr, Secretary Canning to acquaint you, for the information of Earl Bathurst,
that J. T. Williams, Esq, His Majesty’s Commissary Judge at Sierra Leone, under the Slave-trade
Restriction Treaties, is now about to leave England for his Post, and that D, M. Hamilton, Esq.
His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration in the same Court, is returned to England on leave of
absence. ;

Mr, Canning feels it to be very desirable that the vacancy occasioned,hyMr. Hamilton's ab-
sence should be efficiently and properly filled up without delay, according‘to the tenour of the 14th

Article of the ‘* Regulations for the Mixed Commissions.” ,
This Article stipulates, ‘‘ that vacancies in the Commission shall befilled up, ad interim, succes~

sively by the Governor of Lieutenant Governor resident in the Colony, by the principal Magis-
trate of the Place, and by the Secretary.”
The vacancy therefore occasioned by the absence of Mr. D. M. Hamilton must be filled up, ad

interim, by the Governor of Sierra Leone, but as his duties as Governor General of His Majesty's
Settlements on the Gold Coast, necessarily occasion him to be frequently absent from Sierra
Leone, the vacancy in the Commission, which may be occasioned by his absence, should he be ap-
pointed, ad interim, must be filled up by the next person described, namely, the Chief Magistrate,
whom His Majesty’s Law Officers report to be, at Sierra Leone, the Chief Justice.

Mr. Canning desires me, therefore, to request, that you will be pleased to move Earl Bathurst
to apprize the Governor of Sierra Leone, that the temporary vacancy which has now occurred in
the Sierra Leone Commission, by Mr. Hamilton’s absence, should be filled up by his taking. the
‘Office held by Mr, Hamilton, upon himself as Governor, and in the event ot his being obliged to
Jeave the Colony, the vacancy so occasioned should be filled up by appointing the Chief Justice,

er Acting Chief Justice, to the said Office; and to give directions to the Governor to carry these
instructions into effect. ;

T am likewise to suggest, in order to prevent the inconveniences which must arise to the Publick
Service, from irregular and improper appointments, that you will move Earl Bathurst to be pleased
to give directions to the Governor of Sierra Leone, that in any future case of vacancy in the
Mixed Commission, the same course be observed, namely, that the first vacancy be filled, tempo-
rarily, by the Governor, and in the event of his absence, by the Chief Justice, or Acting Chief
Justice, and that if a second vacancy occur in the Commission before the first vacancy be definitively
filled up by an appointment from England, then the highest Place, (that of Commissary Judge,)
‘be held by the Governor, or if he be absent, by the Chief Justice, or Acting Chief Justice, and
the second Place, or that of Arbitrator, be held either by the Chief Justice or the Government Se-~
cretary to the Coluny, according to the Person by whom the first, ad interim, appointment is
filled, viz. by the Chief Justice, if the first appointment be filled, ad interim, by the Governor,
and by the Secretary to the Colony, if it be filled by the Chief Justice,

Mr. Canning desires me likewise to request, that you will be pleased to move Earl Bathurst to
instruct the Governor and Authorities of Sierra Leone, to shew all that courtesy and consideration,
to His Majesty’s Commissioners, which is due to the publick character they bear, and which will
tend to secure to the Court, in which they preside, the respect necessary to give a proper efficiency
to its proceedings, I am, &c.

R. W, Hay, Esq. (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Jun.
&e, &e. ge,

Second Enclosure in No. 14.

R.W. Hay, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq.

Sir, Downing-Street, 6th October 1825,

HAVING laid before Earl Bathurst your Letter of the 4th instant, stating the arrangements
«which Mr. Secretary Canning wishes to be observed in future, in filling up any vacancy which may
‘occur among His Majesty’s Commissary Judges in the Court of Mixed Cominission at Sierra
Leone, lam direeted by his Lordship to acquaint you, for Mr Canniny’s information, that the
Governor of that Colony will be instructed to attend as much as possible to the wishes which Mr.
Canning has expressed upon this subject ; and I am directed to add that Chiet Justice Hamilton
ds now preparing to return to. the Colony. Iam, &c.

J, Planta, Jun. Esq, (Signed) R.W. HAY.
&e. &e. &e,
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No. 15.

Eis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—
(Received June 24.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, April 13, 1825.
_ WE have the honour to enclose for your information, the Report of the Case

of the Spanish Schooner “ Espanola,” Francisco Ramon Rodriguez, Master,
brought in here for adjudication on the 14th ult. having been captured on
the 7th of the same Month, off the Gallinas, by His Majesty’s Ship Atholl,
commanded by Captain Murray, with 270 slaves on.board, for illicit Slave-
trading: this Vessel was condemned, and the slaves emancipated on the 19th
of March 1825.

We have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) =D. M. HAMILTON.

The Right Hon. George Canning, J. REFFELL.
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in No. 15.

Report of the Case of the Spanish Schooner * Espafiola,” Francisco Ramon
fodriguez, Master.

THIS Vessel arrived in the Harbour of Sierra Leone, on the 14th of March last, with 270
slaves on ‘board, they consisted of 75 men, 32 women, 93 boys, and 70 girls. On the following
day the Ship’s Papers were brought into the Registry of the Court by the Captor, Captain Murray,of His Majesty’s Ship ‘* Atholl,” who declared her to have been captared off the Gallinas, on the 7th
of March, in latitude 5° 21/ North, and longitude 13° 13’ West. A Monition was prayed by him,
which was issued, calling upon all persons having, or pretending to have, any right, title, or
interest in the Schooner “‘ Espafiola,’’ to appear and make claim, which was afterwards returned,
as duly served. .
The Papers of the Espafiola, and the Depositions of the Master, and the First Pilot, shew that

she was fitted out at the Havannah for a Slave-trading voyage, by Francisco Ramon Rodri-
guez, the Master and ostensible Owner; she was well armed, with a long gun mounted ona

traverse, 18 pistols, and 24 cutlasses; had 80 rounds of ammunition tor the gun, and 600.

younds for small arms, ‘and manned with a crew of 25 men and Officers. Her outward cargo con-

sisted of tobacco; rum, aquadente, and piece goods, which was disposed of at Gallinas, where a
cargo of 270 slaves was taken on board. She was captured under Spanish Colours, and had the
Flags of several other Nations aboard.

After leaving the Havannah, on the outward bound voyage she put into Charlestown to refit,
ewhere she purchased tobacco to.the amount of 1200 dollars, as appears from an account furnished
by the Ship’s Ageut at that Place.

The Master states in his evidence that the Schooner is of American build, and that he purchased
her three years since at the Havannah for 6000 dollars, from Captain Garnia, an American, and
her Papers place it beyond a doubt that she is, bondfide, Spanish property. :

‘The proots of illicit Slave-trade being clear, the Court unhesitatingly pronounced a sentence of

condemnation against the vessel, and decreed the emancipation of her slaves, on the 19th of March
1825. (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON,

Sierra Leone, April 13, 1825. J, REFFELL,

 

No. 16.

Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

 GenTLEMEN, Horeign Office, February 23, 1826.
I.SEND to you the Copy of a Communication from the Admiralty, con-

taining a Statement of the arrival at Cuba of a Spanish Brig, reported to
have re-captured on the Coast of Africa, two Vessels concerned in the Slave.
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trade, which Vessels had been detained by a British Cruizer, and were ontheir way to Sierra Leone, for adjudication, when they were met by theSpanish Brig.
You will be so good as to make what enquiries you can into the truth ofthis transaction, and report to me the result, for the information of His

Majesty’s Government. Tam, &e.
(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.Ils Majesty's Commissioners, Sierra Leone.

 

First Enclosure in No. 16.

John Barrow, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq.
SiR,

Admiralty Office, February 7, 1826.
T AM commanded by my Lords Commisefoners of the Admiraltyto transmit to you, for the in-formation of Mr. Secretary Canning, Copies of two Letters and their Inclosures, from Vice AdmiralSir Lawrence Halsted, relative to the reported arrival of a Spanish Slave-vessel at Saint Jago deCuba, which bad re-captured on the Coast of Africa two Vessels of a similar description, detainedby a British Cruizer, and on their way to Sierra Leone for adjudication,I am to observe, that no account of such an occurrence appears in the Letters from CommodoreBullen, but my Lords have direeted copies of the above to be transmitted to him,

Tam, &c,J. Planta, jun. Esq. (Signed) JOHN BARROW,- &e. Se &e.

 

Second Enclosure (A.) in No. 16.
Fuce Admiral Halsted to J. W. Croker, Esq.

Sir, Isis, Port Royal Harbour, Jamaica, December 7, 1825.THE paragraph of which the enclosed is a Copy, having appeared in most of theNewspapersof this Island, stating that the Spanish Guineaman ¢* Pelicano,” or “ Galvano,” had, in approachingthe Coast of Africa, fallen in with a Brigantine anda Schooner with negroes on beard, as they wereproceeding to Sierra Leone for adjudication, after seizure by a British Cruizer 3 which vessels, thesaid ‘ Pelicano” re-captured, divided the Slaves, and recently arrived at Saint Jage de,Cuba with theBrigantine in company: you will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admi-ralty, that I sent for the Master of an English Schooner who brought over the report, andsatisfying myself of the apparent truth and probability thereof, I addressed to the Governor ofSaint Jago de Cuba,aletter, of which the further Inclosure is a Copy, and shall send the “Isis” withit to-morrow. I have, &c.
J, W. Croker, Esq. (Signed) L. W. HALSTED, Vice Admiral,&e. &e. -&e, .

 

Second Enclosure (B.) in No. 16.

Extract from the Jamaica Royal Gazette, December 3, 1825.
ARRIVED at St. Jago de Cuba, on the 29th ult. the armed Guineaman, “ Pelicano,” (formerlyHis Majesty's Brig ‘* Kite’), with a Brigantine belonging to that Port, both Vessels laden withslaves; the Brigantine with another Slave-vessel,anda Schooner under Portuguese Colours, were:captured on the Coast of Africa by one of the British Cruizers onthe Sierra Leone Station, andordered thither; but were tallen in with shortly afterwards by the “ Pelicano,” and Te-captured byher. Tbe Schooner was momentarily expected at St. Jago. The seamen that had been sent onboard these Vessels from the British Cruizers, did not arrive in the Brigantine, some of the Spa-niards asserting that they were landed on the Coast 3 while others stated. that they were put on ~board a small Vessel, and sent to Sierra Leone; some fears were therefore ‘entertained for themat St. Jago de Cuba.

 

Second Enclosure (C.) in No. 16.

Vice Admiral Halsted to the Governor of St. Jago de Cuba.
Most Exce.tenr Sir, His Majesty’s Ship Isis, Jamaica, 4th December 1825,

] BEG to acquaint your Excellency, that I have received information. that a Brig, onder theColours of the King of Spain, named the ‘* Pelicano’’ or Galvano,” had arrived at the Port ofSt. Jago de Cuba, on or about the 29th ultimo, in company with a Brigantine under the sameColours, after having landed the slaves—which they had on board, and I am further informed thatthe Brig ‘ Pelicano” had fallen in with the said Brigantine, the name-of which I do not know,not a great way from the Coast of Africa, under the same Colours as _before-mentioned, and aSchooner with Portuguese Colours, both of which had been taken possession of by a British
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Cruizer, in consequence of their having slaves on board, and were on their way to Sierra Leone,
Upon the Captain of the ** Pelicano” finding out the state of these Vessels, he, it seems, cid by
force of arms take possession of them, and having divided the Negroes between them, made sail
for St. Jago de Cuba.

This act is neither more nor less than one of piracy of the worst description, for, as I have no
information of what became of the British seamen that were on board the Vessels so piratically
seized upon, it is reasonable to suppose they have been murdered. Your Excellency, ] am sure,
will view the act of the Captain of the ‘* Pelicano”’ in its proper light, and cause an inmediate en.
quiry to be made into the circumstance as related, and if found to be correct, J do, in the most
solemn manner, demand the restitution of the Brigantine, to be disposed ofas the British Govern-
ment may think proper hereafter: and in the event of tlie arrival of the Schooner before-men-
tioned, Ido demand her in the same manner, I have sent Captain Patton, of His Britannick
Majesty’s Ship ‘* Isis,” with this Letter, who will have the honour of delivering the same to you,
and wait Your Excellency’s answer. I have, &c.

Don Francisco Ilas, (Signed) L. H. HALSTED.
&e.  &e.  &e,

 

Third Enclosure (A.) in No. 16.

Vice Admiral Halsted to J. W. Croker, Lsq.

Sm, Isis, Port Royal Harbour, Jamaica, December 20, 1825.

WITH reference to my Letter of the 7th Instant, I enclose, for the information of the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of the Governor of Saint Jago de Cuba’s reply to the
Despatch } addressed to him, relative to the report of a Slaver, under Spanish Colours, ‘aving re-
captured, in approaching the Coast of Africa, a Brigattine anda Schooner with Negroes on board,
as they were proceeding to Sierra Leone for adjudication to one of His Majesty's Ships, whichhad previously detained them; notwithstanding this reply I have great reason to believe, from
what I have been able to obtain, relative to the subject, that such a circumstance basactuallytaken place, but the truth will still depend upon the Returns trom the Ships employed on the Coast
of Afftea, J have, &c,

J, W. Croker, Esq. (Signed) L. H. HALSTED, Vice Admiral,
&e.. &e: &e.

 

Third Enclosure (B.) in No. 16.
The Governor of Cuba to Vice Admiral Halsted.

Mosr Excertentr Sir, St. Jago de Cuba, 14th December 1825,
ON the receipt of your Excellency’s official Letter of the 4th instant, which was delivered to

me by the Commander of His Britannick Majesty's Frigate Isis," and in which you are pleased todemand of me, the restitution of a Brig and of a Schooner, which, (having been captured by an
English Privateer*, in consequence of her having slaves on board) were taken on the Coast ofAlrica by a Spanish Brig called the ** Pelican” -or “*Gabilar,” which is said to have brought theformer into this Port on the 29th of last month, after having landed the slaves that were.on boardof the first mentioned Vessel, I ordered the necessary enquiry to be made into the subject, fromwhich it appears, that on the 28th of the same month the Spanish Brig ‘* Nuestra Scfiora delVinet,” or the ‘* Felix,” formerly called the «* Gabilar” from St. Thomas, bound to Trinidad, witha cargo of dry goods, was obliged to put inta this Port, trom whence she again proceeded on her’voyage, on the 3d instant, with the same cargo, tor Trinidad, to windward; her Captain, DonJozé Sagarra, having remained on shore, and the Mate, Don Jozé Muuti, having succeeded tothe Command of the. Vessel in his absence.

In regard to theother Brig claimed by your Excellency, I have discovered that on the 29thof the same month, the Spanish Brigantine “ Juanita,” from the Island of Ibira, bound to theHavana, came into this Port after having touched at St. Thomas’, was plundered to the southwardof the Island of St. Domingo, by an Insurgent Privateer Brig, which robbed her of all her cargo,and of her sailing Papers. She was ultimately dispatched tor the place of her destination (theHavana) on the Zé instant,
From what I have now stated, your Excellency will observe, that it is impossible for me tocomply with your wishes, bydelivering up the Brig claimed, since she is net in this Port; butI shall, notwithstanding, continue to make every possible enquiry, in order to find out the Cap-tain of the “ Gabilar,”” who, as I am informed, is in the interior of the Island, in order, that I maybe able to ascertain, through him, the truth of the facts alleged against him, and decide thereon,in conformity. to the Laws,
May God preserve your Excellency many years.

Signed FRA 3CHis Excellency the Vice- Admiral, (Signed) NCISCO ILLAS.Commander-in-Chief of His Britannick Majesty's Squadron,

My letter said © British Croizer.” 1, HiHy
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. No. 17.

Mr. Secretary Canning to His Mayesty’s Commissioners.

(Extract.) : Foreign Office, April 28, 1825.

IN reference to your Despatch, marked Portugal, of the 24th of July 1822,
upon the Case of the “Dez de Fevereiro,” taken by Sir Robert Mends, and con-
demned on the 22d of June 1822, for illegal Slave-trade ; I forward to you,
for your information, the accompanying copy of a Letter from M. de Villa
Real, His Most Faithful Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni-
potentiary at this Court, praying for a repeal of a Sentence given in this Case;
and also the copy of the Answer, which I have addressed to the Letter of M.
de Villa Real upon this subject.
fis Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

 

First Enctosure (A.) in No. 17.
M. de Villa Real to Mr. Secretary Canning.

Monsigzvr, Londres, ce 31 Mars, 1825.

J'AT l’honneur de remettre 3 votre Excellence, une Représentation adres:ée aux Lords.de Ja
‘Trésorerie par Messrs. A. M. Pedra, Fils et Cie., fondés de pouvoirs de Donna Maria VictoriaCarolina Cerqueira, par laquelle ils reclament une indemnisation pour les pertes que cette Dame a
éprouvées en conéquence de Vinjuste détention et condamnation du Brick ‘© Dez de Fev-reiro”
Comme les dits fondés de poavoirs appuient leur réclamation sur les stipulations des rsi.és exis~tans entre les deux Pays, je dois leur préter tout le soutien qui depend de moi, et dans ce but je

tm ‘adresse A votre Excellence, espérant de la justice et de Péquité du Gouvernement Britanniqne,
qu’ aprés avoir pris en considération les Documens cijoints, il accorde Vindemnisation en quescon.

Je profite avec empressement de cette occasion pour renouveller & votre Excellence assurance:
de Ia haute estime et considération ayec laquelle j'ai )’bonneurd’étre,&e.
A Son Excellence Monsieur Canning. (Signé) VILLA RAL.

 

Sir, (Translation,) London, March 31, 1825.
T HAVE the honour totransmit to your Excellency, a Representation addressed to the Lords ot

the Treasury by Messrs. A. M. Pedra, Son and Co., Attornies to Donna Maria Victoria Carolina
Cerqueira, in which they claim an indemnification for the losses which this Lady has sustained, in
consequence of the unjust detention and condemnation of the Brig “* Dez de Fevereira.”
As the said Attornies found their claim upon the stipulations of the Treaties existing between the

Two Coimtries, | am bound to lend them all the assistance in my power, and to this end J] aridiess
myself to your Excellency, hoping, from the justice and equity of the British Government, thaé
after having taken into consideration the accompanying Documents, it will grant the indenwifica-
tion in question.

T avail myself of this opportunity to renew to your Excellency the assurance of the high esteem
and consideration with which I have the honour to be, &e.
His Excellency Mr. Canning. (Signed) VILLA REAL.

 

First Enclosure (B.) in No. 17.

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's
Honourable Board of Treasury.

The Memorial of Donna Maria Victoria Carolina Cerqueira, Widow of Joze Cerqueira Lima.
Humbly sheweth,

That your Memorialist is, and at the several times hereinafter mentioned, was a Merchant, a
Portuguese Subject residing at Babia, in Brazil.
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That your Memorialist, being the lawful Owner of a Brig called ‘* Dez de Fevereiro,”dispatchedthe same, loaded with suitable goods and merchandize, from the Port of that City, on the 19thNovember 1821, to the Coast of Africa, for the sole purpose of trading -there in gold, ivory,country cloths, palm oil, and other merehandize, permitted~by the English and .PortugueseGovernments, at the same time, strictly charging her Commanding Officer in his letter of orders,by no means to engage in the prohibited traflick of slaves; the hull, tackle of the said Brig, andthe goods and mérchandize loaded thereon for account of your Memorialist, and the value of aNegro Sailor, named Floviano, amounting together to the sum of 15,875Rs. 083Cs,That on or about the 30th March 1822, whilst your Memorialist’s Brig was lying in the Portof Appam, on the Gold Coast, for the sole purpose of lawful trading, the Master thereof being onshore at the time very ill, she was boarded and searched by the Officers of His BritannickMajesty’sShip Iphigenia,” Sir Robert Mends, Knight, Commander, and captured on the ground ofbeing engaged in the prohibited: trafick of slaves, and was afterwards sent into SierraLeone,where, with her cargo ani stores, she was condemned as good and lawful prize by the sentence-ofthe Court of the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission there, as per Doeument marked A inthe Appendix to this Memorial.
Against the sentence of that Court your Memorialist most humbly and most confidently appeals,principally on the grounds following :

;First. ~That at the time of bet detention, there were no ‘slaves intended for the purposes oftraffck, actually on board your Memorialist’s Brig,
Secondly.—hat no slaves were received on board your Memorialist’s Brig for the purpose oftraffick during her voyage.
Thirdly.—That the goods and merchandize laden on your Memorialist’s said Brig, were aloneproper for the barter of the produce befure-mentioned, and nol sach as were demanded in exchangetor slaves. , ,
Fourthly.—That the outfit and clearances of the said Brig evidently shew, that the traffick fnslaves was not contemplated by your Memorialist, as.a proof.ot which she was not furnished withsufficient stores and other things required for that illegal trade.
Fifthly,—That your Memorialist’s Brig was condemued as good and lawful prize, on evidenceat once interested, unworthy of credit, and capable of receiving contradiction, by the concurrenttestimony of the Ship's Company. If your -Memorialist establishes these grounds, to yourLordships’ satisfaction, it cannot be doubted that your Lordghips have the power to indemnifyher for the loss she has’ sustained, by the Hlegal detention and condenmation of her vesseland cargo, by the 5th and 6th Articles of the Convention between His Britannick Majesty andHis Most Faithful Majesty; of 28thJuly 1817, and the 12th and 13th Articles of the Regulationsannexed to the Convention, whicli are evidently intended for che redress of those who havecause to complain, .as your Memorialist most confidently submits she bas cause to complain,of injustice, on the part of the Court of Mixed Conmission, in its adjudication and sentenceof ber Vessel. With regard to the first point, if there were no slaves acquired by an illicittraffick, or bought for the express purpose of the traflick, actuaily on board your Memiorialist’sBrig at the time of her detention, your Memorialist humbly contends, that by Articles 5 and6 of the Convention. of 28th July 1817, and Article t of the Instructions, her detention and’caplure was arbitrary and illegal, ‘That there were no slaves actually on board your Memorialist’sBrig at the time of her, detention apdcapture, your Memoiialist has only to refer your Lordshipsto the examinations of Hlias, the-Cooper, marked B, in the Appendix to. this Memorial, and Tho~mas Dunean, marked C, who were examined for the Captors, and neither of them Say more than—that the slaves were hrought on board and remained a short time: that they were actually on boardat the time the Brig was detained, neither of them assert, -nor indeed does it appear that they wereasked, witha view to this question—if the slaves were actually on board when the Officers of HisMajesty's, Ship ** Iphigenia” boarded, detaiied, and captured her. ‘Phe.other Witnesses.who:wereexamined, though they differ in some degiee from Ilias and Duncan; yet-agree in this with them;that not one swears to a single slave, for the purpose of traffick, being on board, when the.Brig wasdetained by the English Frigate. The two slaves that were on board were bona jide belonging to:the Vessel, and by no means intended for the parposeof traffick, neither was it on that ground thedetention and capture took place, because it is well known, that Negro servants or sailors faring onboard, in no case authorize detention or’capture.-- Your Memorialist also refers your Lordships tothe examination tarked D, in the Appendix to this Memorial, of Joao Vieira da Silva, Master. ofyour Memonrialist’s Brig, but who had no interest in the said Brig or Cargo, who states. herein,amongst other things, that he had not taken any Slaves on board. Your Memorialist also refersyour Lordships to the Affidavit of claim of the said Joao Vieira da Silva, marked E, in the Appendixto this Memorial, who states therein, auongst other things, that the said Brig. was not engaged inany unlawfol Slave-trade, that she had no slaves on board at the time of seizure, that after hercapture and detention certain Natives of Africa, said to be slaves, were put on board the said Brig,but not by the orders, concurrence, or assent of him, the said Master; that the said Brig was inthe prosecution of a lawful voyage of traffick, tor the produce ofAfrica only, and thac in the saidprosecution, he, the said Maser, had delivered a considerable part of the cargo of the said Brig to‘the said ‘Phonras-Duican, for guld dust, oil of the palm, and ivory; that he, the said Master,:verilybelieved that the said Duncan was the persou who delivered the said Natives of Africa to thé Seizorsof the said Brig, for the purpose of having the said persuns put on board the said Brig; that hebelieves the said ‘Duncati so-acted, in order to-elude the payment of the debt be had contraeted withthe said Master to alarge amount, aud-that the said Slaves, or Natives of Africa, did not belong tothe said Brig. ; ,Your Memorialist coniidently subniits, that at the-time of her detention, there were noslaves,intended for the purpose of traflick, actually on board the Brig, within Articles 5 and 6 of .the
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Convention of the 26th of July 18)7, and Article ] of the Instructions, and, that the detention
‘and capture of the Brig was, theretore, clearly legal.

As to the second point—that no slaves were received on board the said Brig for the purpose of
traffick during her Voyage; your Memorialist refers your Lordships to the examinations of Joao
Joze de Lima, taken in the said Court of British andPortuguese Mixed Commission, marked
respectivelyF andG,in the Appendix to this Memorial, who states positively, amongst other things,that no slaves whatever were taken on board during the voyage, that there were no slaves brought
on board ‘the Brig for sale, and that not one slave was brought on board the Brig,
On this point your Memorialist also refers your Lordships to the part above stated of the said

examination of the Master of your Memorialist’sBrig.
On the first and second point also, yonr Memorialist refers your Lordships to the Petition of‘your Memorialist, and the Documents, Proceedings, and Examinations exhibited and taken before

the Board ofInspection in the City of Bahia, and fully stated in the Appendix to this Memorial.
‘Your Memorialist humbly submits, that the examinations of the several Witnesses exdmined

and interrogated on oath on behalf of your Memoralist, by the Judge of the Criminal Court,
Infendant General of the Gold, and President of the said Boardof Inspection of Bahia, stated in the
Appendix, establish beyond a doubt, that no slave or slaves was or were on board your Memoria-
list’s Brig, for the purpose of traffick at the time of her seizure, or was or were taken on board for
such purpose during her voyage,
Astothe third point, your Memoralist begs te state, that Ilias, the Cooper, being himselfa

Negro slave employed on board your Memoralist’s Brig, with a view of being manumitted, he was
clearly an interested Witness, and as such ought not to have been admitted in evidence, or cre-
dited. Thomas Duncan had received part of the cargo from on board your Memoralist’s Brig,
for which he was to have paid in gold dust, oil of the palm, and ivory, as before stated, but which
he had not paid for, at the time ot the capture of your Memoralist’s Brig, ;
Your Memorialist humbly submits, that the said Thomas Duncan was an interested Witness, as

by the condemnation of your Memorialist’s Brig, he kept possession of the part of the cargo he
had received without paying for it.
The two Witnesses, Ilias and Duncan, could have been contradicted by the concurrent testimony

of the Ship’s Company, as appears by the proceedings before the Board of Inspection above men-
tioned, and they would have been so contradicted before the said Court of British andPortuguese
Mixed Commission, but the Master of your Memorialist’s Brig, being on shore dangerouslyill at
the time of the capture of your Memorialist’s Brig; afte the captire-thereof, was arrested and
‘conveyed on-board the said English Frigate, from whence he was removed toa FrenchBrigantine,
which had been also captured by the English Prigate, in order to be taken, as he actually was taken,
‘to Sierra.Leone. On his arrival there, being still in bad health, he was scarcely able to testify
that theBrig was condemned and adjudged as good and lawful prfze, because the Judges. who pro-
nounced the sentence refused him all redress, and did not allow him to make his defence, or to have
a copy of his Papers, all which had been taken possession of by the Captors; and be was so infirm,
that he was oblized to be taken in a ear to the Court, the only time he was summoned to attend;
and from his bad state of health and want of means, he could not use all possible efforts in detence
of your Memporialist’s right and interest, he could do no more before the Court, which adjudged the
said Brig and her cargo as good and lawful prize, than impngn, as suspicious, the evidence given
on the part of the Captors, At the City of Pernambuco, which was the first Port the said Master
put into, after sailing from Sierra Leone, be petitioned the Fadge Auditor aud President of the
Board of Inspection to allow him to make his protest, narrating therein and proving with Wit-
nesses the facts above stated, which protest was written and adjudged by sentence as per Document,
No. 5, in the Appendix to this Memorial. ; /
Your Memorialist also, as soon as she received accounts of the capture of her Brig, which was

in the month of May 1822, did not neglect immediately to protest for her right and interest,
petitioning and proving with Witnesses before the Judge Auditor of the Customs, who then acted
as a President of the said Board of Inspection, narrating at the same time the facts before men-«
tioned, the protest whereof was likewise written and adjudged by Sentence, in the manner set
forth in-Docament No. 6, .

Your Memorialist also begsto state, that your said Memorialist had. computed or estimated allher losses, in the event of her Brig being captured by any evil-disposed Cruizer, at 12,Gu61, sterling,by a just arbitration of the same, as is expressly stated in her Letters of Orders, Document No, 2,
in the Appetidix to this Memoridl, all which losses are more particularly detailed in the proceedings
before the Board of Inspection, stated in- the Appendix to this Memorial.

In the aforesaid estimate of loss, is not included or comprehended that suffered by the Shippers,
described in the map of the carga at the end of the Document 2, above reterred to, which losses,
together with all the profits, interest accruing, and damages thence arising, by whatever cause are
likewise due, and for which your said Memorialist'did in like manner protest before the said
Board ot Inspection, as Attorney of the said Witnesses, .

On the said several grounds aforesaid, therefore, your Memorialist onbehalf of herself, and of
the said Shippers, most humbly, yet most confidently, solicits aud expects from your Lordships,
an indemmuification for all the said losses and damages arising therefrom, and profits accruing, ail
awhich she requests and claims, agreeably to the before-mentioned ‘Treaty, Additional Convention,
Justructions, and Regulations, for the Mixed Commissions.

And your. Memorialist will-ever pray,
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Second Enclosure in No. 17.

Mr, Secretary Canning to M. de Villa Real.
Six, Foreign Office, April 28, 1825,

1 SUBMITTED, for the opinion of His Majesty's Law Officers, the Letter which you did methe honour to write to me on the 31st ultimo, in support of a Claim of Donna Victoria Carolina’Cerqueira, brought forward in the shape of an appeal against the sentence of he Mixed Britisaand Portuguese Court of Commission at Sierra Leone, in the Case of the “ Dez de Fevereire,”condemned on the 22d of June 1822, for iNegal Slave-trade.
1 have now the honour to observe to you, that upon a reference to the Convention (quoted inyour communication) wider which the Commission has been acting, it is declared in Article I ofthe Regulations »« That the Commission shall judge without appeal,” and, that this declaration isonly qualified by the Article 14 of the Regulations, in the case of an imperfect Court of MixedCommission at Sierra Leone, when an appeal is allowed, under ceitain conditions there cited, tothe Commission resident in the Brazils. :
His Majesty’s Government cannot, therefore, comply with the prayer of the .petition for therehearing of this case. But it may be satisfactory to you to know, that on a strict review, byHis Majesty's Law Officers of the sentence given in the Case of the *- Dez de Fevereiro " they havereported it as their decided opinion, that the circumstances appear to have been examined withgreat impartiality by the Commissioners, and with great attention to all the evidence that could beprocured at Sierra Leone, where the Vessel was then lying.

 

Lam, &c,
M. de Villa Real, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.Se. &e. &e. ' .

No. 18.

D. M. Hamilton. Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 14.)
Sir, Sterra Leone, February 23, 1825.

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that His Majesty's Sloop “ Victor,” GeorgeWoollcombe, Esq. Commander, sent into this Port jast October for adjudica-tion, two Brigantines, taken under Brazilian Colours, called the Dianna,”and the “ Dos Amigos Brazillieros.” Tne former was captured on the 11th ofAugust 1824, with 143 slaves on board, in Latitude 2° 15°North, and Longi-tude 5% 13' East, and the latter on the 18th of September, 1824, in Latitude1° 40’ North, and Longitude 6° 8’ East, with 260 slaves on board.
On the 15th of November last, the Court proceeded to the condemnation ofthese Vessels; and, as not the slightest doubt was entertained of the illegalityof the traffick in which they were engaged, they were accordingly condemned,and their respective slaves emancipated.
I have the honour to enclose herewith, Reports of these two Cases, as wellas that of the “4vzzo” sent into this River last November by His Majesty’s Ship“Maidstone,’ Commodore Charles Bullen, having on board 465 slaves, taken inat the same place (Badagry) as those of the “ Dianna” and « Dos AmigosBrazillieros,” captured on the 26th of September last, in Latitude 1933 'North,and Longitude 7° 7’ East.
The grounds for condemnation in this Case were so precisely similar to thetwo former Cases, that the Court unhesitatingly passed a Decree of condemna-tion against heron the 19th of the same month, and ordered her slaves to beemancipated. I have the honour to be, &e,The i Hom ourge gaunns: (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON,C. e. Cc.

First Enclosure in No. 18.

 

Report of the Case of the Brazilian Brigantine “ Dianna”, Manoel dosSantos de Costa, Master.

THE “ Dianna ” was brought to Sierra Leone on the 9th of October 1824; On the next day MShower, the Medical Officer attached to the Mixed Commissions, reported that he found on boardof her 116 Slaves, who generally appeared to be ina healthy state, although most of them had
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been, and some then were, under the influence of the small-pox. The Vessel was put under
quarantine by the Colonial Government. ‘On or about the i5th of October, the Vessel was
removed, by arder of the Government, from before Free Town to Foura Bay, about two
miles further up the River; the women and girls were there landed and lodged in a house well
adapted for them, where they remained until this dreadful malady ceased to exist among them.
‘The men remained on board the ‘* Dianna,” until about the 29th’ of October, when they were
landed, and the same precaution taken as with the women and girls. ,
Owing to the indisposition of the Proctor for the Captors, the Papers of the Vessel were not

delivered into the Registry of the Court until the 29th of October, on which day they were received
by the Registrar, anda monition prayed and granted, calling upon all persons interested in the
Vessel aud Slaves to appear and claim.
The Monition was issued in the Case on the Ist of November.
The DeclarationoftheCaptor, Captain Woollcombe, of His Majesty’s Ship ‘ Victor,” stated-tha:

he detained her sailing under Brazilian Colours, on the Iith of August 1824, ip 2° 15! Nortic
Latitude, and 5° 13/ East Longitude, with 143 Slaves on board, (56 men, 29 women, 32 boys,
and 26 girls) ; that the Master,declared her to be bound from Benin to Rio de Janeiro ; that the
Slaves on board were in afilthy and wretched condition; that the small pox had broken out
among them; that several had died before the Captors took possession of the Vessel, and onea
few minutes after her capture ; that the Slaves had not had any food for the whole of the day pre-
vious to capture, perhaps owing to the chase given to the,Vessel by ber Captors, from the hour of
seven in the morning until sun-set; that at the time of capture the Supercargo and the erew,
with the exception of the Master, who.was ill of fever, were in a state of intoxication. oe
From the Papers of the ‘* Dianna,” it appeared that she was fitted out at’ Bahia for a Slave®

trading voyage to Molembo, by Joaquim Carvalho da Fonseca, her ostensible Owner. She was
provided with an Imperial Passport, numbered 19, and dated at Bubia, the 12th of March 1824,
which authorized the Vessel to carry 300 Slaves, being the number proportioned to her alleged
burthen of 120 tons. The ** Dianna” was.allowed by her Passport to proceed from Molembé to
Rio de Janeiro, by the way ot Bahia. Her crew consisted of 15 persons, including the Master,
and for her outward cargo she-had on board tobacco, aquadente, cloths, gunpowder, and hats ; she
sailed from Bahia under the Brazilian Flag, on the 14th ot March 1824, ‘
The Log-book stated her outward voyage to have been from Bahia to Molembo, and her. home-

ward voyage, in which she was intercepted, from Molembo to Bahia. The attenipt to deceive
was not carried further, for the Log-book shews the course of the ‘« Dianna’? to have been con-
stantly directed, after the first day of her leaving Bahia, in a North-Easterly direction. The
Molembo, where the ‘‘ Dianna” terminated her outward voyage, is stated in theLog-baokto be
in Latitude 4° 30/ North, and Longitude 2° 30/ West,which je near the Rio Formosa, in the. Bight
of Benin ; the real Molembo being in Latitude about 5°-0' South, and in Longitude 139 30/ ‘East,
The Log-beok makes the homeward-voyage commence in Latitude 4° 5/.North, and in Léngitide’
58 7! Bast. ~ Se
The Master of the “‘ Dianna” was not brought to:Sierra Leone, in consequence of extreme ill,

health, as stated in certificate of the Surgeon of the Victor, dated at Sea, the 11th of August 1824.
Qn the 4th of November the Mate,: Barber, and Cook, were examined upon the general inters

rogatories. .  - ,
The Mate, José Lorengo Sousa, deposed, that the  Dianna’’ anchored at: Rio Formosa,

whick is in the Bight of Benin, and to the North.of the Equator, to trade for, slaves, and that there
were taken on board in that River, 155 slaves,.some of whom died previously to the captsire of
the Vessel, and some since. So, : Se
The Barber, Antonio Francisco, and the Cook, Vicenté Luiz, deposed that the- ‘ Dianna”

anchored at Benin, to trade for Slaves ; the former Witness stated that 156 Slaves weretaken on

board during the voyage ; that 6-of the slaves died previously tocapture, and 30 since capture ; the
last Witness did not know how many slaves were taken on buard during the voyage, but states the
whole were taken on board at Benin.
The Monition in this Case was returned into the Registry on the 8th of November. /
On the 15th of November, the Commissioners decided upon the Case : they decreed, the evidence

fully proving the illegality of the traffick’ in which she had been etigaged, that the.««Dianna”

should be condemned as- prize to the Crowns of GreatBritain aud Portugal, and that her slaves
should: beeniancipated. " (Signed) D, M. HAMILTON,

   

Second Enclosure in No. 18.

Case of the Braxilian Brigantine “Dos Amigos -Brazillieros,” Antonia
, : Alvares da Silva; Master. ;

‘ THISVesselsailed.from Bahia onthe 6th of Marchlast, for the Coast ofAfrica, under the
Brazilian Flag, tully equipped for a Slave-trading voyage, and arrived at«Badagry, in Latitude
about 6°.20' North, and Longitude 4° 20? East, where a cargo of Slaves was purchased, and
taken on board, after which she sailed on .her.return voyage to. Bahia, and. was captured on the

“18th of- September last, with 260:slaveson board, viz, 191 men, 42 women, 21 boys, and 6 girls,
by: His Majesty’s Sloop ‘«Victor,” George Woollcombe, Esq. Commander, near Princes Istatd, in
Latitude 1° 407 North, and .Longitude 6°.8! East; her -outward cargo consisted ef 1500
rolls of tobacco, and 28 pipes-of aquadente. .

It is.stated in. the Royal Passport, numbered.17, dated at Bahia, the 4th of March .1824, that
she is. 146 tons burtben, and carries 32 mes, that. Antonio Marques de‘Carvello and Co. are her
Owners, that she is bound to the Pert of Molembo, from whetice she is to return to whatever
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Port she pleases of the Empire, and authorises any number of slaves, not exceeding 361, to be on
board at one time, '
On the 29th of October last, this Vessel arrived in this Port, and on. the day following her

Papers were brought into the Registry. On the Ist of November, a Monition was issued, calling
upon all persons interested in the Vessel and Slaves to make claim, which was returned on the
Sth day of the same Month, as duly served. Two of the Crew, Florenza Jose, the Barber, and
Francisco Antonio, the Cook, were produced, sworn, and examined, on the General Interro<
gatories : both these Witnesses deposed, that the whole of the slaves had been taken on board at
Badagry, and that the Vessel was seized near Princes Island. ‘Ihe Declaration on oath of Mr.
Young, Admiralty-mate ot the seizing Ship, deposed to the capture having been made in Liati-
tude I° 40! North, and Longitude 6° 8! Hast, and no Claimant having appeared, and it having been
proved that the Master was left at St. Thomas at his own request, on account of ill health, it was
therefore considered by the Court that just grounds existed for the condemnation of the Vessel,
and for the emancipation of the slaves, which was accordingly pronounced on the 15th day of No-
vember last. (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.

LVhird Enclosure in No. 18.

Report of the Case of the Brazilian Brig “ Avizo,” Luiz Pacheco da Silva,
Master.

THIS vessel arrived in the Harbour of Sierra Leone, on the evening of the 8th day of No-
vember 1824, with 431 slaves on board, many of them in a most wretched state of suffering from
diarrhoea and dysentery; they consisted of 254-men, |] 10 women, 36 boys, and 31 girls.
‘On the following day the Ship's Papers were brought into Court duly authenticated, with the de-
claration of Commodore Bullen, of His Majesty's Ship «* Maidstone”, the Captor, and proceedings
were commenced in this Case. A Monition was issued, citing all persons having, or pretending,
any interest in the ‘‘Avizo’’, and slaves, to appear and make claim, which was afterwards returned,
certified, as duly served.

It appeared by the Royal Passport, dated at Bahia, the 9th of March 1824, and numbered 18,
thatthe ‘‘ Avizo’ was of the burthen of 2312 tons, and was authorized to carry any number of
slaves not exceeding 578, that Adriano da Costa Carvalho was the Owner, and that che was
‘bound to the Port of Molembo, from whence she was to return to Rio Janeiro, with intention to
“eall at Bahia, .

In Commodore Bullen’s Declaration it was stated, that he seized the ‘‘Avizo”, in about Latitude
1° 33! North, and Longitude 7° 7’ Kast, that she was armed with | four-pounder gun, with acrew of 33 men and boys, and having on board 465 slaves, consisting of 234 men, 110 women,
40 boys, and 31 girls,
The Master, Louis. Pacheco daSilva, deposed, that 467 slaves were taken on board the ©Avizo”

during the voyage, all which were shipped at Badagry, and one of the Mariners deposed, that theslaves were bought at Badagry, and that the capture was made near Priaces Island. The Case of
illicit Slave-traffick being thus clearly proved, Badagry being in Latitude about 6° 207 North, aud
no claim having been made, the Court passed sentence of condemnationon the Vessel, and decreed
the emancipation of the slaves on the 19th of November 1824.

(Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.

 

No. 19.

ths Majesty’sCommissioners toMr. Secretary Canning .—(ReceivedMay 14.)
Sir, Sierra Leone, February 24, 1825,

WE have the bonour to state, that, on the 10th day of December last,
the Brazilian Brig “ Bella Eliza,” Placedo Jose de Maria, Master, arrived inthis Port, to which place she had been sent for adjudication by Captain Court-nay, the Commander of His Majesty’s Ship “ Bann,” for being engaged in the
illicit traffick in slaves. She was seized in Latitude 2° 21/ North, and Longi-
tude 5° 42/ East, on the 25d day of October last, having on board at that time371 slaves, (being three more than allowed by her Royal Passport) Theseslaves were taken on board in the River Lagos, in Latitude 6° 10/7 North, inthe middle of October last, between which time andthatof her arrival at thisplace twelve of them died. We beg to enclose herewith the Report of thisCase. We have the honour to he, &c.
The Right Hon. Georgé Canning, (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON,&e. &e. — &e. J. REFFELL,
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Enclosure in No. 19.

Report of the Case of the Brasilian Brig “ Bella Eliza,” Placedo José
de Maria, Master.

THIS Vessel arrived in this Port on the 10th of December 1824, with 349 slaves.on board,
consisting of 176 men, 72 women, 58 boys, and 53 girls, On the 14th day of December follow-
ing, the Papers, duly authenticated, with the Declaration of Captain Courtnay, of His Majesty’s
Ship “ Bann,” the captor, were brought into the Court, and proceedings commenced in this
‘Case.—On the day following, a Monition was issued, calling on all persons having any right, or
pretended right, in the Vessel and slaves, to appear and claim, which was afterwards returned,
tified as duly served, ;

It is stated in the Royal Passport, dated at Bahia, on the 2!st of June 1824, that this Vessel is
147} tons, and carries 24 men; that Antouio José de Mercelias is the Owner; that she is bound
to the Port of Molembo, and back to Bahia; and that any number of slaves, not exceeding 368, -
are permitted at one time to be on board of her, /

Captain Courtnay's Declaration states, that he seized the ‘‘ Bella Eliza” on the 23d day. of
October last, in Latitude 2° 21/ North, and Longitude 5° 42/ East; that she was sailing under
Portuguese Brazilian Colours, with a crew of 23 men and 1 boy, and haying on board.371 slaves,
being 3 mere than allowed by the Passport; that these slaves consisted of 180 men, 72 women,
58 boys, and 53 girls. a - ,

Placedo José de Maria, the Master, deposed that he took on board the whole of the present
cargo of slaves at Northern Molembo, they amounted to 371, that they were all taken on board
in six hours: this Witness, on being desired to point ont Northern Molembo on the Chart,
potated out the Western Bank of the River Lagos, in Latitude 6° 10/ North, saying, at the same
time, ‘* that is Northern Molembo, where we took the slaves on board.”

Antonio Joaquim da Costa, the Boatswin, also deposed, that the number of slaves taken on board
was:371, and that they were all taken on board from the shore at Onim in the River Lagos.
The Case on the part of the Captors having been thus clearly proved, and no claim having been

made, the Court passed sentence of condemnation on the Vessel, and decreed the emancipation of
the slaves, on the 31st of January 1825. an .

{Signed) D. M. HAMILTON,
J. REFFELL.

 

No. 20.

Fis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. SecretaryCanning—(ReceivedJune 14.)

Sir, Sterra Leone, March 31, 1825.

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, marked
Portugal, dated the 30th ef November last, enclosing the copies of Despatches
from Mr. Chamberlain, at Rio de Janeiro, dated August 27 and September 18,
last, with the copy of the Correspondence between that Gentleman and the
Brazilian Government, relating to the measurement of the tonnage of Vessels
belonging to the Brazils, fitted out for the Slave-trade.

We have the honour ‘to be, &e. .

(Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, J. REFFELL.

Rev &e. &e.

 

No. 21.

His Majesty'sCommissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(ReceivedJune 24. )

Sir, . Sierra Leone, April 12, 1825,

WE have the honour to enclose, for your information, the. Report of the
Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Bom Fim,” whereof Joachim Joséde Brito
Lima was Master, captured on the 14th dayofJanuarylast, by HisMajesty's
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Gun-brig “ Swinger,” Lieutenant Clerkson, Commander, and sent in here for
adjudication, where she arrived on the 8th ultimo, with 148 slaves on board,
which were emancipated on the 19th of the same month, and delivered over to
the‘Colonial Government to be employed as Servants or Free Labourers.

Wehave the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) 'D. ‘M. HAMILTON,
&e. &e. &e. J. REFFELL.

Enclosure in No. 21.

Case of the Brazilian Schooner “ Bom Fim,” Joachim José de Brito Lima,
Master.

THIS Vessel wascaptured on the 14th day of January last, in Latitade-2° 20/ North, and Longi--tude 5° 31! Hast,by -His Majesty’s Gun-brig “Swinger,” commanded by Lieutenant Clerkson,with 149 slaves on board, all in good health; of these slaves, 4! were men, 14 were wamen,43 were boys, and 21were girls: she arrived at Sierra Leone on the Sth day of March following,
with 148 of the slaves in perfect health, having lost.one of them, a man, who either fell or
‘jumped overboard, and was drowned.
On the 12th of March the Ship’s ‘Papers, duly authenticated, were brought into Court, and a

Monition prayed and issued, calling on all persons having any right, title, or interest in the
**Bom Fim,” and slaves, to appear and make claim, which was afterwards returned certified as
duly served.

It'appeared by the Royal Passport, dated at Bahia, the 23d day of August 1824, and numbered
30, that the «* Bom Fim” was a Brazilian Vessel of the barthen of 64 tons, carrying 17 men, and
was authorized to take on: beard any number of slaves not exceeding 160; that Manvel José
Freire de Carvalho, a Subject of the Brazilian Empire, was the Owner; that she was bound to thePort of Molembo, from whence she was to return to Bahia.
Her outward cargo, as appeared from her Papers, consisted. of 850 rolls of tobacco, 2 pipes ofaquadente, 2 cases of coarse cambrics, Z cases cloths, -&c , and 18 jars of sweetmeats; besideswhich there were some small adventures, consigned by varigus individuals to the charge of theMaster of the ‘‘ Bom Fim,” and amongst those consignees were 4 ladies, who particularly ex-pressed that the returns should be made in slaves, and who also as particularly pointed out thequalities they wished their respective negroes to possess.

_ The Master of the «© Bom Fim” in his deposition in this Case, among other things, states, theVessel to have been a Brazilian Vessel, which was captnred on the 14th of January last, in Lati-tude 2° 21° North, and Longitude 5° 31/ Rast, for having slaves on board, the whole of whichslaves, 149 in number, were shipped at Onim, in 6° 16f North Latitude, and 3° 10¢ East Longi«
tude.

_ rhe Barber, or Surgeon, in his deposition corroborates the Master in the slaves having beenshipped to the North of the Equator. The case of illicit traffick being unquestionably proved, andno cliim having been made, the Court passed sentence of condemnation on the Vessel, and decreedthe emancipation of the slaves on the 19th of March 1825. ; ,
(Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.

J. REFFELL.

 

No. 22.

hs Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received
Septentber 17.)

{Extract.) Sierra Leone, June 18, 1825.
_ WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the28thofApril 1825, enclosing, for our information, a copy of a CorrespondencewithM. de Villa Real on the Case of the “ Dez de Fevereiro.”
The RightFfon. George Canning, (Signed) © | CHAS. TURNER..&e.  —-& &e. _ ‘GEO. RENDALL.
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No. 23.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received —
September 17.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, June 19, 1825.
WE have the honour to communicate, for your information, the arrival, on

the. 25th ultimo, of His Most Faithful Majesty’s CommissaryJudge, I. J. Al-tavilla, Esq. The leave of absence granted to that Gentleman by his Govern-ment having expired, he has resumed the exercise of his official tunctions as
Commissary Judge in the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed Com-

 

mission. We have the honour to be, &c. -
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) . CHAS. TURNER.

&e. &e. &e. GEO. RENDALL.

No. 24.
Mr, Secretary Canning to His Majesty’s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, December 5, 1825.
BY the accompanying copy of a Note, which I have this day received from

the Marquess de Palmella, His Most Faithful Majesty’s Ambassador at this
Court, you will perceive it is announced that His Most Faithful Majesty has
judged proper to remove Mr. Altavilla from the Office ofCommissary Judge in
the Mixed Court of Commission established on the Coast of Africa.
You will, in consequence, no longer consider M. Altavilla as invested with

the Situation above mentioned; and you will take’ proper steps that the service
with which the Commission is entrusted may not suffer trom this measure of
the Portuguese Government, or from the vacancy thereby produced in the
Commission.
You will deliver into the hands of M. Altavilla the Letter addressed to him

from M. de Palmella, and which accompanies this Despatch. You will make
known the suspension and recall of M. Altavilla; and you will take care that
no sums of money remaining at Sierra Leone, due to the Crown of Portugal
on account of prizes taken under the Convention of 1817, shall be paid to
M. Altavilla; but that the regular course shalt be pursued for their being
placed in due deposit, until you shall receive farther orders.

am, &e.
Ehs Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

 

Enclosure in No, 24.

Lhe Marguis de’ Palmella to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Non. 30.)

(Extract.) 4 Londres, le 26 Novembre 1825.
LE Soussigné Ambassadeur Extraordinaire et Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majesté, Trés Fidéle a

Yhonneur d'informer Son Excellence Monsr. Canning, Principal Secrétaire d’Etat de Sa Majesté
Britannique pour les Affaires Etrangeres, que le Roi son Maitre a jagé a propos de démettre
Monsr. 1. I. Altavilla de l'emploi de Commissaire Juge dans la Commission Mixte établie sur les
Cotes d'Afrique.
La Convention du 28 Juillet 1817, ayant pourva au cas de mort ou d'’absence des deux Com-

missaires Portugais, la place qué Monsr, Altavilla laissera vacante, pourra étre suppléée couformé-
ment aux stipulations de Ja susdite Convention,
Le Soussigné prie Son Excellence Monsr. Canning de vouloir bien faire parvenir avec sureté

entre les mains de’ Monsr, Altavilla, la lettre cijointe, et d’annoncer aux Membres Anglais de la
Commission de Sierra Leone la suspension et le rappel. de Monsr. Altavilla.

Son Excellence Monsr. Canning, (Signed) LE MARQUIS DE PALMELLA.
&ec, &e. &e,

(Extract:) (Translation.) London,November 26, 1825,
THE Undersigned, His Most Faithful Majesty's Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary,

has the honour to inform His Excellency Mr. Canning, His Britannick’Majesty's Principal Secre-
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, that The King, his Master, has judged proper to divest Mr. I, I,
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Altavilla of the Office of Commissary Judge in the Mixed Commission established on the Coast of
Africa.
The Convention of the 28th of July 1817, having provided for the case of death, or absence of the

two Portuguese Commissioners, the vacancy occasioned by Mr. Altavilla’s removal, will be filled
up conformably to the stipulations of the above mentioned Convention.
The Undersigned requests that His Excellency Mr. Canning will forward to Mr. Altavilla the

accompanying Letter, and communicate to the English Members of the Commission at Sierra
Leone, the suspension and recall of Mr. Altavilla.

His Excellency Mr. Canning, (Signed) LE MARQUIS DE PALMELLA,
&e. &e. &e.
 

No. 25.

Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.
GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, January 12, 1826.

IT HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information and guidance, the
Copies of a Correspondence which has recently passed upon the subject of a
practice which has prevailed on the part of the Authorities in Brazil, of in-
serting, in their passport to Slave Vessels, a permission to touch at other Ports
and Places than those which by Treaty they are allowed to enter in their
voyages to trade in slaves. Tam, &c.
fis Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING,

Enclosure in No. 25.

Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to J. W. Croker, Esq.
Sir, Foreign Office, January 12, 1826,

IT will be seen by the Despatches marked 48 and 54 of Class B:, in the Papers on the Slave-trade, submitted to Parliament inthe year 1825, that a practice has prevailed in Prazil of inserting in
the Passports given to Slave-vessels, a permission that those Vessels may touch at Princes Island andSt. Thomas’, on their voyage to the spots where. they are yet by Treaty allowed to trade in slaves,_ His Majesty's Government having learnt that a Slave-trade in Places not permitted by ‘Treaty,has prevailed with impunity, in consequence of the facilities given by this permission, instructed
Mr, Chamberlaiito remonstrate agairist thepractice.

’ The Brazilian Governntent referred Mr. Chamberlain to the stipulations of the Treaties be-tween this Country and Portugal, as the proper basis whereby a check is to be given to Slave-trade
illegally carried on by Brazilian Vessels.

_ Mr. Chamberlain, in a Despatch, of which I send you herewith a Copy, has, therefore, calledthe attention of the Brazilian Government to the 2d Article of the Convention of 1817, and to theterms of the Licence authorized by that Convention, and has formally called on the Brazilian Go-vernment to forbid the issue of Licences to Slave- vessels, to touch at any other Ports or Places thanthose which, according to the existing Treaties, they are yet allowed to enter; namely, the Portsand Places. claimed by the Crown of Portugal as her Territory on the Coast of Africa, to the Southof the Equator.
Tam directed by Mr. Secretary Canning to desire that you will be pleased to lay thesePapersbefore the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and move their Lordships to give directions forpointing out, to the attention, and for the guidance of His Majesty's Naval Officers, the stipula-tions here quoted in the Conventions above mentioned, so that, upon the meeting with any Vesselsirregularly licenced, such Vessels may be dealt with according to Treaty, upon that particularpoint, lam, &c.

The Secretary to the Admiralty, (Signed) J. PLANTA, Jun.
For the other Enclosures in No. 25, see Class B,

 

 

No. 26.
Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty’s Commissioners.

‘GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, January 13, 1826.
1 HEREWITH send to you, for your information, the Copies of Corres-pondence which has passed between this Department and His Majesty’s Con-sul at Bahia*, upon the subject of Charters which have been offered toEnglish Vessels to proceed from that Port to Places in Africa, North of theLine, laden with articles usuatly shipped for the purpose ot purchasing slaves,

fam, &e.
His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

* See Class B,
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SIERRA LEONE. — (Netherlands.)

No. 27.

ihs Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received
: June 14.)

Sir, Sterra Leone, March 31, 1825.
WE have the henour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the

24th of January last, marked Netherlands, announcing the appointment of
Mr. E, P. G. Bonnouvrie, late the Arbitrator of His Majesty The King of the
Netherlands, in the Mixed Court of Justice, to the Office of Netherlands
Judge in that Court, in the room of Mr. J. A. de Marrée, deceased. .

We have the honour to be, &e.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) D. M. HAMILTON.

&e. S&e. &e. J. REFFELL.

 

No. 28.

tls Majesty's Commissioners to Mr, Seeretary Canning.—(Reccived
September 17.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, June 18, 1825.

WE are honoured with your Despatch of the 4th of April 1825, enclosing,
for our information, the Copy of a Despateh from His Majesty’s Commissary
Judge at Surinam, containing observations on the state of the Netherlands
Laws, as affecting the Captors of Vessels trading illegally in slaves; also the
Copy of a Despatch from His Majesty’s Acting Minister Plenipotentiary at
the Court of the Netherlands, and of its Enclosure, in which the purport of
a Decree issued by The King of the Netherlands on the 14th of March last,
is recorded. Weare, with the greatest respect, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) CHAS. TURNER.
&e. &e. &e. GEO. RENDALL.

 

No. 29.

tis Majesty's Commissioners to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq.—(Received
. September 17.)

Sir, Sierra Leone, June 18, 1825.

WE had the henour to receive your Despatch of the 23d of April 1825,
forwarding, for our information, the Copy of the Law of the Netherlands on
Slave-trade, of the 20th of November i818; also of the Deerees of The
King of the Netherlands of the 23d of December 1824, and the 10th of
March 1825. We have the honour to be, &c::
Joseph Planta, Junior, Esq. (Signed) CHAS. TURNER.

Se. &r. Oe GEO. RENDALL.
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HAVANNAH.

 

No. 30,

Hi. T. Kiltce, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received April 23.)
Sir, Havannah, February 19, 1825.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt this day of your Despatchof the 20th of November of last year, in which you have been pleased totransmit, for the information and guidance of His Majesty’s Commissionershere, a Copy of the Act of Parliament passed last Session, for amending andconsolidating the Laws relating to the Abolition of the Slave-trade; and like-wise Copies of a Correspondence with the Treasury upon the subject of the75th Clause of that Act, Iam, &e.
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.

Se. &e. &e.

 

No. 31,

HL. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received April 23.)
Sir, Havannah, February 25, 1825.

I HAVE the honour to enclose Translations of a Correspondence which haspassed between the Captain-General and the Mixed Commission, upon thesubject of a Royal Order received by the former, respecting the Case of thePortuguese Brig “Maria de la Gloria.”
You will perceive that the Spanish Government in this Royal Order, doesnot enter into the merits of the case, but merely directs that the Court of Ad-miralty shall proceed to the decision thereof, without expressing any opinionupon the former proceedings. I have the honour to be, &e.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.&e. &e. Se.

 

First Enclosure in No. 31.

The Cuptain-General to the Mixed Commission.

GENTLEMEN,
Havannah, February 23, 1825,UNDER date the 7th of November last, his Excellency the Minister of State writes to me asfollows :—

** Most Excellent Sir, The proceedings in the Case of the prize with a cargo of Negroes madeby the Brig ‘* Romano,” having been Jaid before our Lord The King, His Majesty has beenpleased to resolve that, the Mixed Commission at the Havannah having relinquished the cogni-zanceof this Cause, it shall be proceeded in and decided contormably to the Laws by the Courtof Admiralty, that the Case shail be sent back to the Mixed Commission, if it should appear that_the prize is Spanish or English property, in fulfilment of the Treaty-between the two Powers j—and that His Majesty shall be consulted respecting the sentence, if it should be Portuguese pro-perty, or that of any other Foreign Nation, in which case the value of whatever may have been,or may be sold, belonging to the captured Vessel and its cargo, shail be placed in deposit until HisMajesty's pleasure shall be made known. By Royalcommand, I communicate the above to your Ex-cellericy for your information and guidance, in reply to your Despatch of the 31st of August, andI transmit the same to you, for the punctual and exact fulfilment thereof, as fay as you are con-cerned, ‘God preserve you many years.”"
(Signed) FRANC®, DION’, VIVES.The Members of the Mixed Commission,
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Second Enclosure in No. 31.

The Mixed Commission to the Captain-General.
Most Excerient Sir, Havannah, February 24, 1825,

THIS Mixed Commission has received the Royal Order of the 7th of November last, relative to
the Case of the prize with a cargo of Negroes, made by the Brig “« Romano,” which your Excel-
lency Isas’been pleased to transmit in your Official Letter of the 23d instant, and which has been
ordered to be annexed to the other proceedings, in érder that His Catholick Majesty’s resolution
upon the Case may therein appear, God preserve your Excellency many years,

(Signed) H. T. KILBEE. ; . .
ANDRES DE JAUREGUL..

 

His Excellency the Captain- General. RAFAEL DE QUESADA.

No. 32. .
H. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning—(Received April 23.)
Sir, Havannah, February 25, 1825.

THREE Spanish Schooners, viz. ihe “Zris,” “Soaquina,” and “Ninfa,” Don
Geronimo Rodriguez, Don Domingo Arcue, and Don Juan Mandial, Mas-
ters, sailed this day for the Coast of Africa. ,
On the 23d instant the Schooner “ Ninfa Havanera,” which sailed for that

Coast in April last, arrived here in ballast, having previously landed 400 Ne-
groes near Cabafias. The Schooner “ Chirigota,” which likewise sailed for the
same destination in August, landed in the same neighbourhood 93 Negroes
some days ago, but, on her way round to this Port, was captured.and burnt by
a Columbian Cruizer. Thus, within less than two months, nine Slave-vessels
have landed 2642 Negroes at Cabafias, or its immediate neighbourhood; and
have all, with the exception of the « Chirigota,” subsequently entered this
Port.

It has unfortunately happened, that, during this period of extensive illicit:
Slave-trade, without example even here, we have been only fourdays without
some of His Majesty’s Vessels of War in this Harbour, having had’so many as
eight at a time, and no less than twelve having been here since the commence-
ment of the present year. Some of these were expressly destined for the sup-
pression of the traffick by Sir Lawrence Halsted, who, in several ‘private Let-
ters to me, has manifested the greatest anxiety upon the subject, and has done
every thing in his power tor the attainment of that object.
The success of the illicit Slave-traders has completely relieved them

from all apprehension ; and I believe that, at the present moment, the
only check to their speculations is the apprehension that the supply already
expected is much greater than can be disposed of with profit.

It is not from being in possession of better sources of information than
formerly, that I am enabled to state the number of Negroes landed, and the
place ot their disembarkation, but merely because transactions of this nature
are now publick and notorious, no mystery being found necessary.

I have the honour, &c.
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.

&e. &e. =&e.
 

No. 33.

HI. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.— (Received April 23.)
Str, Havannah, March 10, 1825.

ON the 8th instant arrived here the Spanish Schooner “ Zris,” in ballast,
from St, Thomas’, on the Coast of Africa, for which destination she sailed in
the month of August last. It is well known that she landed, previous to her
entrance into this Port,.317 Negroes near Matanzas.

I have the honour to be, &e.
The RightHon. George Canning, (Signed) -s-H.T. KILBEE

Se. fe.” &e.
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No. 34.

H. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received April 23.)

_ (Extract.) Havannah, March 12, 1825.
I HAVE received from the Captain-General 4 Letter, of which a Transla-

_ tion is enclosed, informing me of the result of the Investigation instituted re-
‘specting the Case of the “« Magico,” by which it appears that that Vessel had
not landed Negroes in the Port of Cabaiias, where she entered merely for the
purpore ofescaping from what she conceived to be Insurgent Privateers. His
Excellency adds, that I shall be convinced that such was really the case, by
the fact that the Local Authorities had not reported to him any landing of
Negroes; and he concludes by expressing a hope that I will give him due
notice, should I observe any thing connected with the subject of illicit Slave-
trade.

I trust that it will not be doubted that my motives are strong, when, in the
face of that communication, I assert that there exists not the shadowof a doubt
that the “ Magico” déd land a cargo of Negroes in the Port of Cabafias, under
the circumstances stated in one of my former Despatches.

I confess I am not surprised at the result of the investigation; but I am
both grieved and surprized to find that the Captain-General should have
sanctioned that result.
in my reply to the Captain-General, of which I have the honour to enclose

a Copy, I have not ventured to make any comment upon it, but have merely
stated that I would transmit his Letter to His Majesty’s Government. I have
also mentioned that several Vessels have lately Janded Negroes on the Coasts

of this Island to the amount, as was notorious, of nearly 3000. It is my
intention to refrain altogether, until I shall have the honour of receiving your
instructions, from calling the attention of the Captain-General to the ordinary
cases of illicit Slave-trade that may oceur, as I conceive that I should be in a
manner lending myseif to the disgraceful farce which is acting here, were I to
continue to adopt a measure from which, after what has lately passed, it is not
possible to expect any advantage whatever.

Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.
&e. &e. = &e.

First Enclosure in No. 34. (Translation.)

The Captain-General to the British Commissary Judge.
Sir,

Havannah, 9th March, 1825.

HIS Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of the Naval Forces on this Station, directed that an
‘investigation should be instituted for the purpose of diseovering whether the Merchant Brig called
the ‘* Magico,” ‘had conveyed African Negroes, and had landed them in the Port ot Cabafas; all
in consequence of the Letter addressed to you by the Commander of His Britannick Majesty's Brig
“¢ Carnation,” by which he has manifested his zeal ia favour of so solemn a Treaty. From the cer~
tified copy of that summary investigation which the said Commander-in-Chief has transmitted to
me, it does not appear that avy such crime has been committed, or that the Brig ‘* Magico,” in en-
tering the Port of Cabafas, had been actuated by any other motive but that of escaping from the
insurgent privateers, which abound in these Seas, and to which class she believed that the Brig
“* Carnation,” and the Tender-Schooners, ‘‘ Union” and ** Assiduous” belonged.

If you add to this, that neither the Civil nor Military Authorities of that District have reported
_to me any such disembarkation of Negroes, which subject I have recommended to their zeal, you
will be convincéd that the cause of the arrival of the Brig ‘* Magico,” at Cabafias was no

’ other than that which appears by the aforesaid summary investigation. Both the Commander-in-
Chief of the Naval Forces and myself are fully persuaded of your approved zeal, and of that of the
Officers of the British Navy; and in order to satisty it, I apprize you of this result; hoping that
if you should observe any thing connected with the subject, you will have the goodness to give me
due notice, in order that I may take the proper steps for the purpose of inflicting the penalties of
the law upon the violators of a Treaty ordered to be strictly observed, and the fulfilment of whieh
I have repeatedly enjoined in the strongest manuer.
God preserve you many years, ,

H, 8. Kithee, Esq, (Signed) © FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES.
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Second Einclosure in No. 34.

The British Commissary Judge to the Captain- General.

Sir, Hapannah, March 11, 1825,

1 SHALL not fail to transmit to my Government by the earliest opportunity, the Note which
yout Excellency has done me the honour ‘to address to me, under date the 9th instant, apprizing
me of the result of the summary investigation instituted for the purpose of discovering whether
the Brig ‘* Magico” had landed Negroes in the Port of Cabafias; upon which subject it is not
for me to make any further observations than those which I have already submitted to your Ex-
celleacy’s consideration. With respect to the desire which your Excellency has been pleased to
express at the-conclusion of your Note, I have only to observe that Vessels continue to depart for,
and arrive from the Coast of Africa, 4 having lately sailed for that destination, and 6 of those
which sailed last year having arrived, as usual, in ballast; it being matter of notoriety and com-
mon conversation that the latter and some other Vessels have, within the last ten or eleven weeks,

landed very nearly 3,900 Negroes on the Coast of this Island,
I have the honour to be, &c. ,

His Excellency the Captain-General, (Signed) _H. T. KILBEE.

 

No. 35.

HT. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received April 23.)

SIR, Havannah, March 15, 1825.

SINCE I -closed my Despatch of the 12th instant, I have received a
Letter, of which the enclosed is a Translation, from the Captain General, in
which His Excellency, in reply to a paragraph of mine of the 11th instant,
states that he has nothing te do with the departures and arrivals of Vessels,
unless there be a legal cause for proceeding against them.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.

The Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. &c. &e.

finclosure in No. 35. (Transtation.)

The Captain-General to the British Commissary Judge.

Sir, Havannah, March 14, 1825.

‘IN reply to the last paragraph of your Note of the 1)th instant, in which you state that the

departures for and arrivals from the Coast of Africa continue, I must apprize you, as I have done

before, that I have nothing to do with the departures and arrivals ofVessels, orwith their mer-

cantile operations, unless there may be a legal cause for proceeding against them; inwhich case,

nobody is more ready than I to observe the laws, and cause them to be obeyed; and in order that

you may be convinced of my intentions, I transmit, under this day’s date, the paragraph above

referred to of your Note, to His Excellency the Intendant.
God preserve you many years,

H, T, Kilbee, Esq. (Signed) FRANCISCO DIONISIO VIVES.

No. 36.

H. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received April 29.) ©

Srr, Havannah, March 25, 1825.

I HAVE the honour to enclose a Translation of another Note, which. J

have received from the Captain General, upon the subject of the illicit Slave-
trade carried on with this Island, in which His Excellency inserts a Com-
munication from the Intendant, stating, that the Custom-House Department

here can do nothing in the matter.
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Thus, while the extent and notoriety of the evil are not denied, it is ex-
pressly stated, that no branch of the Government here can afford any remedy
whatever.
A Case of Slave-trade, of more than ordinary effrontery, has lately oceurred.

The Brig“Relampago”, which sailed from hence for the Coast of Africa, in
the month of August last, came close off this Port on the morning of the 22d,
sent in her boat with the Mate,.and after receiving instructions, proceeded to
a small Port on this side of Mariel,: where she landed 503 slaves, after which
she returned and entered this Harbour last night.
A Schooner, named the “ Jacinta”, has cleared out at the Custom-Housefor St. Thomas’, on the Coast of Africa, but has not yet sailed.

I have the-honour, &e.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.
&e. &e. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 36. (Translation.)

Lhe Captain-General to the British Commissary Judge.
Str,

UNDER date the 16th instant, HisExcellency the Intendant wri** Most Excellent Sir, in teply to the official Letter of the 14th of this month, in which yourExcellency inserts that of the British Commissioner, Mr, Kilbee, 1 must repeat, that this Custom-House, by its regulations, can do nothing in the matter; and this T have stated to our Lord TheKing, in order that His Majescy may be pleased to give me the directions he may think proper,”Which I transmit to you for your information, and in consequence of what I stated to you inmy reply of the 14th instant,
God preserve you many years.

H. TY. Kilbee, Esq. (Signed) FRANCISCO DIONISIO ‘VIVES.

Havannah, March 24, 1825,
tes to me as follows:

 

No. 37.

Hi. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received May 26.)
(Extract.) Havannah, April 12, 1825.

ON the 31st ultimo the Schooner « Pautita,” which sailed from hence inthe month of October last, for the Coast of Africa, arrived in ballast havingpreviously landed 129 slaves. ° 8On the 1st instant the Schooner “ Jacinta” sailed for St. Thomas’ oa theAfrican Coast.
That the number of departures of Slave-vessels has of late decreased, is tobe attributed entirely to the present general stagnation of trade here and tothe large supplies of Negroes that are expected. Those inclined to em bark inthe trattick are influenced by no consideration but the prospect of profitablereturns; for experience has shewn them, that no obstacle is to be a re-hended from the Spanish Authorities; and I have no hesitation in sayinthat the Slave-trade is now fully as extensive, and is carried on in all its_ branches, with very nearly as much publicity, as if our ‘Treaty were not inexistence,

Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.
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No. 38.

Joseph Planta, Junior, Esq. to H. T. Kilbee, Esq.

Sir, Foreign Office, June 4, 1825.
YOUR Despatches up to the 18th of April inclusive, have been receivedand laid before The King.
With respect to that part of your Despatch, of the 12th of March, inwhich you state your intention to refrain from calling the attention of theCaptain-General to the Ordinary Cases of illicit Slave-trade that may occur,until you receive further instructions upon the subject, I am directed by Mr.Secretary Canning to desire that you will continue to represent on a// Cases, asheretofore; and that you will use your utmost endeavours, in a firm, thoughtemperate manner, to elucidate the truth of every circumstance which maycome under your observation. fam, &e.

(Signed) J. PLANTA, Jun.H. 7. Kilbee, Esq.

 

No. 39.

Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, June 15, 1825:
I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, 6 Copies of Pa-pers, marked A and B, relative to the Slave-trade, which have been pre-sented to both Houses of Parliament by His Majesty’s Command, in thecourse of the present Session. I am, &c.

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.
His Majesty's Commissioners.

 

No. 40.

Ur. Secretary Canning to H. T. Kilbee, Esq.

(Extract.) Foreign Office, June 15, 1825.

I PERCEIVE with satisfaction in your Despatches, continued marks of
your vigilance in watching the Slave-trade, which unfortunately prevails in
Cuba ; of your temperate zeal and judgment in remonstrating against it withthe Local Authorities, and of your proper assiduity and attention in reporting
to me, for the information of His Majesty’s Government, the various cireum-
stances which come under your knowledge, affecting the operations in illegal
Slave-trade.

I herewith send to you, for your information, the Copy of a Despatch,
which I have recentiy addressed to His Majesty’s Envoy at Madrid,* enclos-ing to him the intelligence which youhavegiven upon this subject.
H. T. Kilbee, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

® See Class B,
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No. 41.

HT. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received July 21.)

Sir, Havannah, May 10, 1825.

I HAVE been informed by my Spanish Colleaguesthat, in a Report
which they lately made to their Government, they mentioned the evil con-
sequences likely, in their opinion, to result, from allowing the Negroes, who
might be emancipated by the Mixed Commission, to, remain in the Island;
and they recommended that some arrangement should be proposed to the
British Government for conveying such Negroes back to their own Country,
or to any other Place, out of the Island, which might appear to the two
Governments to be best adapted for the purpose.

Tam, &e,
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.

Se. Se. Se.

 

No. 42.

H. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr, Secretary Canning.—(Received July 21.)

Sir, Havannah, May 18, 1825.
THE suspension of the departures of Vessels for the Coast of Africa, has

been of short duration,
On the 5th instant, no less than 5, the names of which are stated in the

enclosed List, sailed for that destination. They left this Port under convoy of
the Spanish Frigate ‘* Arethusa,” and I understand were to proceed through
the Florida Gulph.in her company.
Three Vessels, two Spanish and one French, have arrived here lately,

having previously landed about 815 slaves. The names of these Vessels are
likewise inserted in the enclosed List, Tam, &e,
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE,

&e. Se. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 42,

Vessels that have sailedfrom the Port of Havannahfor the Coast of Africa.
1825.

May 5.... Spanish Brig....,..... Conquistador........ Don Juan Sandrino ceeesees. Master,ar Desoe 59 oo be aeee ose. Anibal ....... «eeeeDon José Gomez ....,. eens 4gor Deeve 5s Schooner...... Segunda Gallega,... Don Agustin Capera..... oe ops92 Deews ay a0 we wees ClaTHG Loe eae D, José Anto. Artamoni ..., o
33 Doase py 29 wees Buena Ventura ......D. Franco. Suarez. .ccceeese op

 

Vessels which have arrived Jrom the Coast of Africa.
April 27....Spanish Schooner, Anfitrite, D. Cristoval Mayor, Master, having landed'255 slarcs," May 15,... French Brig ...... Angeline, M. L. Angaud / 29 bo eseeceves. S00 yy» 17....Spanish Brig...... Orestes, D. Franco, Grego. Vega, ..ccencenees 260 a

815

 

Note.—Both the Spanish Vessels sailed from thence last year for the Coast of Africa; and ontheir return they reported themselves to be, the first. from Sisal, and the other from Baltimore.The French Brig was announced to be from Matanzas; all, as usual,in ballast, ,
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No. 43.

Hf, T. Kilbec, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Eulu 21.)
Sir, favannah May 27 , 1825.

‘SINCE the date of my Despatch of the 18th instant, the Spanish Scheoner“ Paylita” (a notorious Slave-trader) Don Joaquin Aureyvochea, Master, hassailed for the Coasi of Africa.
Qa the 25th instant the Schooner “ Matitde,” which sailed for that Coastin the month of July 1824, entered this Port in ballast, having previouslylanded a cargo of slaves, amounting, according to common report, to upwardsof 350, on the Southern Coast of this Island.

I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hou. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.

&e. &e. &e.

No. 44.
Mr. Secretary Canning to H. 7. Kilbee, Esq.

‘Str, Foreign Office, August 15, 1825.
YOUR Despatches reporting the prevalence and the publicity of theSlave-trade in Cuba, were transmitted, together with other information upon the

same subject, to His Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo-
tentiary at Madrid, with the Instruction of which T enclose a Copy.*

I enclose at the sanie time a Copy of the Despatch whichJ have received
from Mr. Lamb, reporting his conversation with the Spanish Minister upon
that subject. Mr. Lamb’s report has been communicated to the Admiralty.

am, &e.
H. T. Kilbee, Esq. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING,

&e. &e. &e.
* Sce Class B,

 

No. 45,
Mr. Secretary Canning to W. 8. MM Leay, Esq.

Sir, Foreign Office, September 10, 1825.
HIS Majesty’s Government having permitted you to delay repairing to

your Post, until that period of the Year when an European may, with less
danger to his health, establish himself at the Havannah, I have, (that period
being now arrived) to convey to you The King’s Commands, that you proceed
without further delay to execute the duties of His Majesty’s Commissioner of
Arbitration to the Mixed British and Spanish Commission established at the
Havannah, under the Treaty concluded between Great Britain and Spain on
the 23d of September 1817, fer the prevention of illegal Slave-trade.

I send to you herewith the Commission, bearing date the Ist August 1825,
by which The King was pleased to appoint you to the above-mentioned
Situation.

You will shew this Commission to Mr. Kilbee, His Majesty’s Commissary
Judge at the Havannah, and, after conferring with that Gentleman, who will
introduce you to the Spanish Commissioners and to the Local Authorities, you
will proceed to take the requisite oaths in the form prescribed, and will enter
upon the duties entrusted to your charge.
You will consider the Instructions sent out from this Office for the guidanee

of your Predecessor, and of Mr. Kilbee,as equally addressed to yourself; and
will take those Instructions, together with the Treaty above-mentioned, and
the Acts of Parliament founded upon it, as the rule of your conduct.

Further Instructions and Directions will-he forwarded to you from time to
time, as circumstances may require, Tam, &c.
WS. MLeay, Esq, {Signed) GEORGE CANNING.
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No. 46.
HI. T. Kiibee, Esq.toMr. Secretary Canning,-—(Received September 12.)

Srr, Hlavannah, June 25, 1825.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of

March 17, 1825, addressed to His Majesty’s Commissioners here, in which
you are pleased to communicate the steps taken by His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, in conformity with the suggestions which I ventured to make in my
Despatch of the 20th September i824.

I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.

Se. Se. &e.

 

No. 47.

H. 7. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning(Received September 12.)
Sir, flavannah, June 25, 1825.

_I HAD the honour of receiving on the 22d instant, your Despatch of tlic30th March 1825. .
Highly gratifying as it must at all times be to me, to learn that my conductmeets with your approbation, it is more peculiarly so in my present mortify-ing situation, whenthe utmost exertions, which I have considered myself tobe warranted in employing, with a view to the attainment of the object forwhich I am placed here by His Majesty’s Government, have been attendedwith so little success. I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KI LBEE.&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 48.

H. T. Kilbee, Esq, to Mr. Secretary Canning.—-(Received September 12.)
Sir, Havannah, June 30, 1825,

SINCE I addressed to you my Despatch of the 27th May last, four Vesselstwo French and two Spanish, have arrived here, which, it is well know :had. previously landed upwards of 1,000 Negroes on the Coast of this Isla id.On the 26th instant, seven Vessels sailed for the Coast of Africa: they left

this Port under convoy of His Catholick Majesty’s Corvette « Zafiro,” wh okwas bound to Cadiz, and was to give them protection until they shoud netthrough the Florida Gulph. ee . “© getT have the honour to enclose a List of all these Vessels. Amongst the d&tures will be found the names of many old Slave-traders, and in vatticnlaethe “ AMagieo” which has cleared out under the same name and withthesame Master, and has been dispatched by the same House, as on her fovoyage to that Coast, which was brought under the consideration fthisGovernment in so remarkable a manner, oF thisThus,.in the first half of thepresent Year, 19 Vessels, of whiare Spanish, have sailed from this Port for the Coast of AVessels, viz.: 5 French and 15 Spanish, have arrived from thence, hayjviously landed on this part of the Island, that is, within twentylea uesof theHavannah, 5,766 Negroes. Allowing therefore, for the mortality duc orthepassage, which must be considerable, it will be found that thecaleuinti nmade.in my Despatch of the 1st of January last, is much below the tr thI have the honour to be, &c. ute
The Right Hon..George Cannin Signed -haa e. 8 &e. NE (Signed) H. T, KILBER,

ch all but one
frica; and 20
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Enclosure in No. 48.

List of Vessels which have arrived at the Port of Havannah from the
Coast o ]ass. of Africa.

May 29.... Spanish Schooner. . Barbarita ...... Pedro BI i é
June 14,...French Brig....., Le Jeune Louis .. Fr. Demony ast “0 bavi "8 'ane150 Slaves
» 21,...Spanish Schooner, . Dorotea........ José Gardullo .......... wee B52 ”

ao . (2) La Deseade. , ”
ss 27..,.French Brig..,... Sirius..........C.M. Jasonns ,....... seeeeeesdl& yy

‘Total 1010

 

Vessels that have sailed fromthe Port of Havannah for the Coast of

 

Africa.
June 26,... Spanish Schooner............ Amazona ............ Raymundo Arribas, Master,

99 by wae » (9) ee ee eaeconee Barbarita .. cece ceenes Pedro Blanco .... »
se sp eeee yp Brig. ok ceca cee aoe Magica .....0e000005.d02eInza......., ”
ad yo eee og ” eee cee ecnees Asdruval ...ccecesaes Antonio Chevarrier —,,
3) ageees 55 Schooner..,......... Ninfa Habanerg........Joze Puig ..... «9
Dd Peace 59 » vecescseces Matilde.......6aeees.SuattSagreras.... 5,
yo py eeee Gy ” ct eeenessece Anfitvite oo... «eeoees Stan Leton......

No. 49.

Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. to H. T. Kilbee, Esq.

Sir, Foreign Office, September 21, 1825.

THIS Letter-will be delivered to you byMr.William Sharp M‘Leay, whom
The King has been pleased to appoint to be His Majesty’s Commissioner of
Arbitration at the Havannah, under the Treaty between Great Britain and
Spain for the suppression of illegal Slave-trade.

Mr. M‘Leay will. shew to you his Commission and Instructions, and I am
directed by -Mr.. Secretary Canning to request that you will introduce Mr.
M‘Leay to the Commissioners acting with you on the part of the Catholick
King, and to the Local Authorities in Cuba, and that, having assisted at his
taking the proper oaths in the prescribed form, you will regularly install him
as a Member of the Commission. You will shew to Mr. M‘Leay Copies of
the Correspondence which you have addressed to this Department, and the

- Originals of the Correspondence which you have received from hence, toge-
ther with your Official Correspondence with the Local Authorities, and I ana
to expresstoyou Mr. Canning’s hope and beliet that the proceedings of youre
self and Mr.-M‘Leay, in the execution of the duties of your Office, will be
marked with reciprocal confidence and cordiality.

 

I am, &e.
HI. T. Kilbee, Esq. (Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Juw.

No. 50.

H. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received September 23.)

(Extract) Havannah, July 1, 1825.

THE sale ofthe Spanish Schooner “ Relampego;” condemned on ‘the 23d
of December 1824, was delayed in consequence of the severe illness of the
Secretary shortly after that condemnation. Upon his recovery every endea-
vour was made for effecting the sale as speedily as possible, consistent with the
dilatory forms established here, and theSchooner was finally disposed of at
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public auction on the 18th of March for 1300 dollars. She was very small,
and in a bad state, and I am perfectly satisfied that every possible publicity
was given to the sale, and that every effort was made td obtain a higher

"price. (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.
TheRight Hon. George Canning,

ge = =6—&e. — &e.

 

No. 51.

#1. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.-—(Received September 23.\

Sir, Flavannah, July 1, 1825.

I HAVE the honour to enclose, in Duplicate, the Return directed by the
75th -Clause of the Act of 5 Geo. 4, cap. 113, to be forwarded on the ist of
January and 1st of July of every year. oo,

During the last six months no Case has been brought for adjudication be-
fore this Mixed Commission. I have, however, inserted two Cases, which
were adjudged in the preceding half year, but no return of which was made
on the 1st of January last; your Despatch, dated the 20th of November
1824, in which that Act of Parliament was enclosed, not having reached me
till the 19th of February. I have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.
&c. &e. &c.

 

Enclosure in No. 51.

Return of Cases adjudicated by the Mixed Commission at the Havannah.

 

. Whether Property condemned hasDecretaipart of Sente: erty mned hasDate of f whether entence| heen sold or converted, and whether
Forfeiture or Restitution, |20 Part remains unsold; and in

% whose hands the Proceeds :+emain.

Date of Property Sei

Stizure. Seized. etzor. Sentence.

 

Jane t6,| Portuguese (Capt. Apodaca[Suly 16, 1824] That the.Mixed Gommis-
1994 [Brig Afsria del of H.C. M. sion was not cowpetent

a Gloria,with: Brig Marte to try theCase, the Vessel
400 Negroes| being Portuguese

Dec. 14,| Spanish |Lieut. Liardet]Dec. 23, 1824) Forfeiture
"18%24 Schooner He-) commanding

jlampage,with)H. B. M.-
19° Negroes;/Schoouer Lion

The Schaoner, tackle, &c. have been
sold; nothing remaiis unsold. The
British moiety of the: net proceeds

J has been remitted. to His Majesty's     hoother cargo) Secretary of State for Foreign Af-
faivs. The Spanish moiety has been
banded over to the Gorernment of
the Island.

Havannah, July 1,. 1825. (Signed) HENRY. T. KILBEE,

 

No. 52.

H, T. Kilbec, Esq. to Mr. Seeretary Canning.—(Received September 23.)

Sir, | Favannah, July 5, 1825.
IN_ obedience. to the. Instructions contained in Lord.Castlereagh’s Des-patch of the 19th of February 1819, I have the honour to enclose a
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certified Copy of the Register of the Slaves emancipated by Decree
of this Mixed Commission: they belonged to the Spanish Schooner
“ Relampago,” the only Vessel as yet condemned by the same.

Tt was with great satisfaction that I learnt from the Captain-General..
that, at the inspection of those Negroes which took place in his presence on.
the 1st June, His Excellency found them to be ina remarkably advanced state,
and that they appeared to be well satisfied with their condition; very few.
were reported to have died, and those few had been under the care of the Con-
sulado, where no suspicion of foul play could attach.

I have the honour to be, &c.

The RightHon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE,
- &e. &e. &e.

Mem.—The Enclosure contains the names and particulars of emancipation
and registry of Slaves, from No. 1 to No. 149, amounting to 149 Slaves.

 

No. 53.

HT. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning—(Received September 23.)

(Extract.) Hlavannah, July 15, 1825.

I HAVE already mentioned that Don Rafael Gonzalez, the Secretary of
this Mixed Commission, was very seriously indisposed shortly after the con-
clusion of the Case of the “ Relampago.” His recovery was slow ; and being
recommended by his Physician to retire to the country, he applied for leave
of absence to the Captain-General, requestingat the same time-that his son,
Don Rafael Gonzalez y Barranco, might be allowed to act as his deputy in
the Office of Secretary during his absence, uponthat or any futyregstcasion.
The Captain-General having referred this application to the Mixed.Com-

mission, we gave our opinion that it should be complied with; and we took
that opportunity to mention to His Excellency, ‘that great inconvenience had
been experienced by us in the Cases of the “ Maria De fa Gloria” and the
«« Relampago,” from the want of proper Officers, adding that we should take
an early occasion of ‘calling his attention'to the subject.
When the Offices of Spanish Commissary Judge and of Intendant

were held by the same person, which was always the case until the appoint-
ment of M. de Jauregui, no inconvenience was felt, as, at the fev theetings
which were held of the Mixed Commission, Clerks belonging to the Intend-
ant’s Department were always in readiness to act as Officers ofithe Court.
But in the Cases above-referred to, we were deprived of this resouree and sub- .
jected to serious inconvenience. We accordingly addressed a Letter to the
Captain-General, proposing the appointment of a first Clerk and anAlguacil,

as permanent Officers of the Court, with afixed salary, and a certain, addi-
tional allowance, when actually employed in theperformance of their respec-
tive duties; and I conceived myself to be authorized, by paper No. 3, of
Class B. of the Papers laid before Parliament in 1824, to consent to the ar-
rangement that those salaries should be defrayed jointly by the two Govern-
ments, they being moreover of very trifling amount, viz: thirty dollars a
month for the first Clerk, and twenty for the Alguacil. The additional allow-
ance will of course be deducted from theproceeds of the sale of Slave-vessels
in cases of condemnation.’ We also took occasion to recommend in the strong-

est terms, the. distinguished services and merits of our Secretary, who has
hitherto performed the duties of his Office without any salary or emolument.
whatever; andwe proposed thata salary should also be assigned to him ot
1000 dollars a year, together with an additional allowance when actually em-
ployed—both to be defrayed by the Spanish Goverument.
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His Excellency in reply expressed his approbation of the arrangement
roposed, but said that he.had not authority te consentto-itsbeing carried

into effect without the permission of his Government, to whom he had referred:
the subject. (Signed) H. fT. KILBEE.

The Right Hon. George Canning,
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 54.

H. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received September 23.)
Sir, Flavannah, July 31, 1825.

DURING the present month four Vessels have sailed from hence for the
Coast of Africa, and four have returned from thence; the latter having landed
upwards of 1200 Negroes on theCoast of this Island.

1 have the honour io enclose a List of these Vessels, which are all Spanish.
I have learnt, within these few days, that the Schooner “ Relampago,” which
was condemned and sold by the Mixed Commission, is one of those which
have been dispatched for the Coast of Africa lately. She sailed under the
name of the “ Buena Ventura,” andherdeparture is reported in my Despatch
of the 18th of May last. I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.

&e. &e. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 54.

Departuresof Vesselsfrom the Portof Havannah for the Coast ofAfrica.
July 20.... Spanish Schooner ......:.:. Teagenes oo. cess eeJuan Alvarez Verinas, Master,33 ap oer gp 92 eee eae e ee Iberia .3.4.... Andvez Ingna ..,... o2229 bees 53,9 wa te eee.--Carlote .....,.... Lorenzo Billo ..... os99 ab ewes ogg Brig ow... nee Orestes oe cease Jose Ramon Matiz. ., : oF

 

Arrivalsfrom the Coast of Africa.

 

toe,
, ‘Negroes.July 20... Spanish Brig ......., Teresa ........Jwan B. Aresti, Master, having landed 435oo 22.... 5, Schooner .,., Minerva’ .......Pablo Barnet » , ” 182oo 28.0... 5s » veee Ninfa ........ Juan Manilial » » 245ao 2Deae. gy 2 e+e. direvida ...... Jose Aut? Herrera ,, » 380

Total 1242

No. 55.

Mr, Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign, Office, September 29, 1825.
I HAVE received the Despatches of HisMajesty’s Commissary Judge atthe Havannabup to the 31st of July 1825.
In reference to the Despatch of the 15th of July, I have to signify to youmy approbation of the proposition which HisMajesty’s Commissioners con-Jointly with the Spanish Commissioners, have, as mentioned in thatDespatch,made, in respect to the appointment of Officers to the Mixed Commission Courtat the Havannah. .
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At the same time I must remind you, that the proceeds of each Vessel andCargo condemned under the Slave-trade ‘Treaty with Spain are not to sufferany deduction, excepting for the expences in each Case necessarily attending’and belonging to the proper adjudication and sale of the particular Vessel and

 

Cargo in question. Tam, &e.
LNs Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

No. 56.

it. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning—(Received January 16, 1826.)

(Extract.) Havannah, August 30, 1825.
FOR some days after the receipt of the Instructions conveyed to me in

Mr. Planta’s Letter of the 4th of June, I was prevented by indisposition from
carrying them into effect. On the 19th instant, however, I addressed to the
Captain-General a Note, of which a Copy is enclosed, in which I stated the
substance of my Reportsto you, and the result of the observations which I
have made upon the subject of illicit Slave-trade, since I had last addressed
His Excellency upon the same.

In the Reply ofthe Captain-General, a Translation of which is also enclosed,
the existence of the evil 1s not denied, it being indeed undeniable. It is as-
serted that the strictest orders have been repeatedly issued upon the subject,
and a general excuse is attempted to be made for theill success of the Local
Authorities, which is certainly far from being satisfactory. With respect to
the invitation given to me by His Excellency to inform him confidentially of
any fact that can be proved, he can scarcely be ignorant that it is more pecu-~
liarly difficult for His Majesty’s Commissioners to obtain proofs respecting
Cases of illicit Slave-trade, than for any other individuals inthe Island.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) — H. T. KILBEE.

iC. &e. &e.

first Enclosure (A.) in No. 56.

The British Commissary Judge to the Cuptain General.

‘Sir, Havannah, August 19, 1825.

HAVING received instructions from my Govérnment to continie to represent to your Excel-
lency upon the Cases of illicit Slave-trade that reach my knowledge, which practice I have for
some time discontinued, 1 shall now proceed to draw your Excellency’s attention to the result of.
amy observations since I last had the honour of addressing you upon this subject, in my Note ot
‘the }1th of March. . : , an

Since that date, 18 Spanish.Vessels, the names of which are contained in the enclosed List, are
stated in the publick Newspapers to have sailed for the Coast of Africa, Among this number is the
“* Magico,” which cleared out under the same Name and Master, and was dispatched by the same
House, as on her tormer voyage to that Coast, which was brought under your Excellency’s consi-
deration in so remarkable a manner.

Within the same period, I Spanish Vessels, the Names of which ave also contained in the en-
closed List, which had sailed from hence for the Coast of Attica, during the last and present year,
have returned all, as usual, in ballast; it being notorious, (so notorious as to preclude all doubt,)
that these, together with some French Vessels, which have likewise arrived here, had previously
v0 théir entrance into this Port, landed upivards of 40€90 Negroes upon the Coasts of this
Island.

It-cannot well be imagined that .so considerable’a number of Negroes should. be landed and
marched through the interior without the knowledge of the Local Authorities, upon whose conduet,
in not.preventing such repeated violations of Law and Treaty, I do not consider that it is within
my province to make any comment here: roe Ss oe:

Bozal Negroes have ot late been frequently, and I believe still are, sold ina very. open- manner
at the Barracones, parties. of them being marched off from thence by the purchasers at the most
publick hours, . | eo a eat te wy Co gaa fete ove cin t
The little reserve which it is thought necessary to observe upon this subject, may be collected.
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from the Advertisements which are to be seen in the Newspapers; that inserted in the Diario of
the 13th instant, (a Copy of which is herewith enclosed,) being particularly worthy of obser-
vation.

I think it right, however, to add, that I am perfectly aware that the mention made in it of your
Excellency’s name, is merely a matter of form. ;

Being a witness of this state of things, I have felt it to be incumbent on me to express to His
Majesty’s Government my opinion, that the Slave-trade with this Island, is now fully as extensive,
and is carried on in all its branches with very nearly as much publicity, as if the Treaty of 1817,
between Great Britain and Spain were not in existence.

Such is the substance of the Reports which it has been my painful duty to make to my Govern-
ment, since I had the honour of addressing your Excellency on the 11th of March, and of which
I beg leave to apprize your Excellency, in conformity with my former practice, and the express In-
structions which I have just received. I avail myself, &c.

His Excellency The Captain General, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE,

First Enclosure (B.) in No. 56.

List of Spanish Vessels which have sailed from the Port of Havannahfor
the Coast of Africa, in the interval between the 11th March and 19th
Mugust 1825.

April Ist -.~ Schooner - + Jacinta.
May 5- - - Brig- - = = Conquistador,
” §- = 2 yy - = © = Anibel,
xs G+ - » Schooner - - Segunda Gallega,
a9 §- - - » 2 = = Clarita, —

” 5- - xy = 0 =~) Buenaventura,
» 222 © = ao 7 et ~Paulita.

June 26- - - 2060 = Amazona,
yy 2656 - = as > * «© SBarbareta,
s» 26- = = a» « * « Ninfa Havanere,
a 26- = - 2» * « = Matilde,

a? 26- + «= os - se Anfitrite,
» 26- - - Brig - = - Magico.
» 2-2 - = 4, - - = Asdrubal.

July 20- - + Schooner - - Teagenes.
» 20- - « > 7 OTM, beria,
» 20- - - ss = = «Carlota,
» 20- - - Brig - - -~ Orestes,

First Enclosure (C.) in No. 56.

List of Spanish Vessels which have returned from the Coast of Africa
during the same period, having landed Cargoes of Negroes previously to
their entering the Port of Havannah, . .

 

March 24th - - Brig «= <« Relampago.
» ol - - Scheoner - Paulita,

April 27 = - 2” ~  Anfitrite.
May 17. - - Brig - - Orestes,
» 2 -@ ~- Schooner - Matilde.
” 29 « - » - Barbarita.

June 21 « - »  * - Dorotea,
duly 20 - - Brig - ~ Teresa.
» 22 - « . Schooner - Minerva.
» 29 = -~ 4 = « Ninfa.
o» 2 «= » o» °. © Abrevida,

First Enclosure (D.) in No. 86. (Translation.)

Extract from the Diario delGobiernode La Havana, of the 13th August
1825.

THE Commissary of the District ofSan Juan de Dios holds in his Possession, by order ofHis Excellency the Captain-General, a bozalNegress; who cannot tell her.name or that of herMaster; and he will deliver up the same to the person-who shall-prove himself to be the Owner,penpayment of the reward for takingher (Ia captura) and the otherexpences-that may have.n ogcasioned,
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Second Enclosure in No. 56. _ . Translation.)
The Captain General to the British Commissary Judge.

‘Sir, Havannah, August 27, 1825.1 HAVE received, together with your Note of the 19th instant, a List of the Vessels whichhave sailed from this Port for the Coast of Africa, and of those which have returned inballast,and likewise a Copy-of the Diario of this City of the 13th, my attention being called to theAdvertisement inserted in it respecting 4 bo¢al Negress, unable to tell her name, who had ap-peared before the Commissary of the District of San Juan de Dios; and I have taken into due<onsideration the contents of the same, and the other points to which you refer. in: your above-mentioned Note, by which you endeavour to persuade me, that the Treaty of 1817, relative tothe illicit commerce of slaves, has been violated.
In reply, I cannot avoid stating to you, that the constant vigilance of this Government, iaabolishing that commerce, and its reiterated orders for the pursuit and apprehension of such as.may endeavour to carry it on clandestinely, may have sometimes been eluded by the sordid: interestof the Traffickers; but you mast be aware that the Government cannot prevent Vessels fromopening their Register for one point, and proceeding to another on the Coast of Atrica, returning‘afterwards in ballast; the zeat ‘being well known with which it bas dictated all the measures inits power to prevent the violaters from escaping with impunity. For this purpose very frequenthave been the Circulars which I have addressed toall the Authorities of the Interior of theIsland, in order that they may watch vigilantly that the Traffick be not carried on; and I havegiven the same directions, upon their most strict responsibility, to the Commandants of Detach-ments on the Eastern and Western Coasts, and of all the fortified points; this matter being anobject ofmy care.
With respect to what you state to me, of your belief that Negroes are sold at theBarracones,d have given the strictest orders to the Parties of Police, and to theCaptain of tke District inwhich they are situated, to watch and take care at all hours, they being made strictly responsible,that the Treaty, to which I refer, be not violated, apprehending those who may attempt to do soand seizing the Negroes that may be found, reporting the same to me immediately for the ex-emplary punishment of the delinquents ; and I request that you will state to me confidentially anyfact that can be proved, for I desire nothing so much as to convince you of the real interest which1 take in promoting the punctual and exact fulfilment of the said Treaty.You must be aware that no Nation has ever been able to prevent its subjects from engagingiasmuggling; neither confiscations, nor the penalties which they sufter for the infraction of the Laws,being sufficient to deter them, as is the case eveninEngland, thevigilanceand activity withwhich they are pursued, being rendered abortive 3 and that consequently it is not absolutely im-possible that the smugglers or dealers in bozal Negroes may elude the vigilance and activity ofthe Local Authorities, particularly as it is well known that the Island is accessible, in manypoints, where there are nothing but plantations in which encouragement may be given to thisillicit Traffick, without theknowledge of the Authorities, the parties concerned trusting to the factthat the Negroes of plantations, after a residence of ten or more years in the Island, appear tohave just come from Africa, . .
The investigation which I had ordered to be instituted, prior to the receipt of your Note, re-specting the Advertisement in the Diario, which you mention, affords an unanswerable proof ofthe justness of my assertions, for the moment that it reached my knowledge that. the Negress in‘question could not tell her name, 7 directed that it should be ascertained trom whence she hadcome, and that her Owner should be required to produce the Barracon Paper, or whatever title hemight have, it appearing, by that which was produced that she was purchased on the 4th May1920, and.that her ignorance or stupidity in the manuer of expressing herself, was feigned, .ac-eording to-the statement made by her Mistress, Donna Jozefine Retelie, to whom, for thesereasons she was delivered. This is all J have to state to you in reply to your above-mentionedNote; availing myself on this occasion to renew to you my consideration and respect.God preserve you many years, .

H. T. Kilbee, Esq. (Signed) FRANCISCO DIONISIO VivEs,
 

No. 57.

H. T. Kilbee, Esq. toMr. Secretary Canning.—(RecewedJanuary 16, 1826.) ©
Sir, Havannah, dugust 31, 1825,

DURING the present month, only one Vessel has sailed for the Coast of
Africa, viz. the French Brig * Sirius,” A. Tarquer, Master, on the 29th inst.Her arrival here, after-having landed a cargo of Negroes, was reported in my
Despatch of the 30th ofJune. —

This is the first French Vessel which has sailed from hencedirectfor theCoast of Airica since the abolition of theSlave-trade, indeed, I believe, since Ihave been resident ia the Island.
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The Spanish Brig “ Alerta” arrived here on the 29th instant, having pre-
viously landed at the usual haunt, the neighbourhood of Cabafias, about 450
Negroes, according to common report. This Vessel was fitted out at Ca-
diz, and it has been stated here that she was attacked, and received consider-
able damage from a British Cruizer on the Coast of Africa. I have lately heard
that the Spanish Schooner “ Feliciana,” which sailed from hence for the Coast
of Africa in September 1824, upon her return some time ago with a Cargo of
nearly 300 Negroes, was lost off the Isle of Pines. The Crew and some few of
the Negroes were saved.
The French Government, having now accredited Agents resident here and

at Santiago de Cuba, will be enabled to take effectual measures for the sup-
pression of the illicit Slave-trade carried on with this Island under the French
Flag. ‘Since the commencement of this Year 5 Vessels of that Nation haye
entered this Port, which it was perfectly notorious had previously landed car-
goes of Negroes. I have the honour to enclose 4 List of them, although the
arrival of each has been already duly reported to you.

I am, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE,
&e. &e. &e.

Enclosure in Ne. 57.

List of French Vessels engaged m the Slave-trade, which have arrived at
the Port of Havannah during thepresent Year, 1825. ,

Negrocs,
Jan. 1 - Brig - Gaspard - - LL, Maillard, Master, said to have landed 300Feb. 13 - » - Gustave - -  Heraud Ainé, ,, ” 400
May 15 - » - Angeline - - L.. Angaud, » ” 800
June 14° ss a «+ Le Jeune Louis - F.Demony,_ ,, a» 130“ee OF . Ot Sirius - - C.M. Jasonns, ,, » 318

——.

1468

  

No. 58.

#1. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.-—(Received January 16, 1826.)
Siz, fHavannah, September 4, 1825.

I HAVE the honour te enclose the Translation of a Note which I have
received from the Captain General, in which he informs me that a Police
Officer had seized five bozal Negroes.in one of the Barracones. In my Reply,
a Copy of which is enclosed, I thanked His Excellency for this communication>
and expressed my intention of transmitting it to His Majesty’s Government.
This seizure has caused considerable alarm, and I have no doubt that it

will prevent, for a long time, the sale of Negroes at the Barracones.

 

The Right Hon. George Canning, Tam, &e.
Se. &e. §e. (Signed) Hi. T. KILBEE.

First Enclosure in No. 58. _. (Translation,)

The Capiain General to the British Commissary Judge. .
Siz, | : : Havannah, September 2, 1825.

IN order-to afford you a fresh proof -of the. exactitude and zeal with which this Governmentendeavours to observe, inviolably, the Treaty of 1817, and of the Orders. which I have given ex-pressly for that -purpose to the Commandants of the Police Detachments, and to the Captain ofthe District of San Lazaro; Iinformyou that the said Captain has just reported to me,’ that.
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having forcibly entered the Barracones, which ave situated in his Distriet, he found in that, No. 8,
five bozal Negroes, viz. two grown males, two boys and a girl, under the care of Don Joaquin
Martinez, a person in the employ of D, Pablo Sam4; which Negroes remain in the hands of the
said Captain, in order that the proper proceedings may be commenced in conformity with the
Treaty above referred to. God preserve you many years.

enayKilbez, E37, (Signed) -FRANC*. DION®?. VIV

Second Enclosure in No. 58.

The British Commissary Judge to the Captain General.

‘Sir, : Havannah, September 3, 1825.

1 BEG leave to express my grateful thanks for the communication which your Excellency has
been pleased to make to me in your Note of the 2d instant, which I shall not fail to transmit to
my Government by the earliest opportunity, as well as that which your Excellency did me the
honour to address to me on the 27th ult, in reply to mine of the 19th of the same.

His Excellency the Cuptaia General. lam, &c.
(Signed) =H. T. KILBEE

 

No. 59.

#. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr: Secretary Canning.—(Received December 3.)

Sir, Havannah, September 16, 1825,

_ I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, dated
June 15, transmitting a Copy of the Papers relative to the Slave-trade, which
were prescntcd to both Houses ofParliament in the course of the last Session.

I am, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 60.

H. T. Kilbee, E'sq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received December 3.)

Sir, Havannah, September 16, 1825.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of the
15th June, in which you have been pieased to transmit to me Copies of Com-
munications made to His Majesty's Emvoy at Madrid, and to the Secretary of
the Admiralty, connected with the subject of the illicit Slave-trade, carried on
with this Island, and to convey to me your approbation of my conduct; for
which I beg leave to express my high gratification and most grateful
acknowledgements. J havethe honour to be, &e.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE,.
&e. &c. &e.

 

No. 61.

HT. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr, Secretary Canning—(Received December 3.)

Sir, flavannah, September 30, 1825.

DURING the present month three Spanish Vessels have sailed for the.
Coast ofAfrica; and two have arrived from thence, which landed 530 Negroes.
Thenames ofall these Vessels ate contained in the enclosed List.
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Since the date of my Despatch of August 31, I have had a conversation
with M. Angelucci, the French Consul-General, respecting the Slave-trade
carried on with this Island under the French Flag; and I have great
pleasure in informing you that he expressed himself in the most satisfactory
manner upon the subject. He stated his determination, now that he was
duly acknowledged and his Lwegwatur granted, to do every thing in his
power to put an end to this open violation of the French Laws; and that he
was resolved, upon the arrival here of any of the notorious French Slave-
traders, which are in the habit of entering this Port after landing their
Negroes on the Coast, to apply to the Government to place the Master and
crew in confinement, until he should have an opportunity of sending them
to France for trial. He also inentioned that he had drawn the attention of
his Government to the Case of the Brig “ Sirius,” whose departure from
hence for the Coast of Africa has been reported to you in my above men-
tioned Despatch. Tam, &c.
Ihe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) HH. T. KILBEE.

Se. &e. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 61.

List of Spanish Vessels which have departed for, and arrived from, the

 

 

Coast of Africa.

Departures.

September 16...,...... Schooner ........0. Intrepida.......... Jose A. Herrera, Master,
3 D9 eo eeeseens 99 te tea eeee Minerva voce ccnee Juan Duran, »

a” 2D vacevecace $2 henceeee Tsmenia ......neaes Santiago Manzana, ,,

Arrivals.

September 15 .. Schooner .. Nicanor, Jacinto Telleache, Master, having landed 180 Negroes,
” 16. a -+ dris,... M. 8. Echevarria, 3d eee ene eee 350 ”

Total ....., 530

No. 62.

#1. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—-(Received December 8.)
Sir, Havannah, October 20, 1825.
ON the 11th instant His Majesty’s Schooner “ Lion,” Lieutenant Edward

Smith, Commander, brought into this Port the Spunish Brigantine “ Jsabel,”
which she had captured on the 5th, with 10 Negroes on board. ,
On the 17th, sentence of condemnation was pronounced by the Mixed

Commission. .
The Brigantine “ Isabel,” of which Don Joze Cayetano de la Cuesta was

the ostensible Owner, and Don Pedro Blanco, Master, sailed from hence forPrinces Island, on the Coast of Africa, in the month of August 1824; she
however proceeded direct to the Port of Gallinas, where she remained man
months; and at length Blanco embarked, about the beginning of last Au-gust, 50 Negroes, and appointed Don Vicente Gomez to the command ofthe Vessel, (he himself remaining on the Coast of Africa), with directions toreturn to this Island, and land the Negroes on some part of the Coast. In theneighbourhood of Nuevitas she was chased and captured by the “ Lion,” afterhaving been purposely run ashore, She had aPilot on board, and, it was statedwas making for that Port. The Master (Gomez), with six of the Crew, thePilot, and 39 Negroes, escaped on shore; the remainder of the crew,. con~
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sisting ofthe Acting Mate, Barriera, and 17 men, with 10 Negroes, one having
died during the voyage, were taken in the Vessel. All the Papers were said
to have been carried away by Gomez, with the exception of the Log-Book,
which was duly produced to the Court.-

I have the honour to enclose an Abstract of the Evidence, together with a
Copy and Translation of the Decree of Condemnation.
The same formalities, with respect to the emancipation of the Negroes, were

adopted in this Case as in that of the “ Relampago.”
The foregoing statement is taken from the depositions of the Witnesses ; but

I have heard that the Owners of the Vessel strongly suspect that she and the
50 Negroes were robbed by Gomez, and the crew, from the original Master,
Pedro Blanco, who, it is said, was, at the time of sailing, at Gallinas, with.
300 slaves, with whom it was his intention to embark the next day. It cer-
tainly does appear extraordinary that so large a Vessel should have come with
so small a eargo, and that she should make for the Port of Nuevitas, so far dis-
tant from Havannah, where her Owners reside, and in the vicinity of which
the Negroes could probably have been disposed of to more advantage.
The “ Isabel” is one of the largest Vessels engaged in the tratlck from

hence: she had 12 heavy guns on board, of which 6 were mounted. The ex-
traordinary disparity in size and force, between theCaptor and the Prize, while
itis highly creditable to the former, has produced the salutary effect of shew-
ing those engaged in illicit Slave-trade how little any effectual resistance can
be expected from their sailors, when epposed to His Majesty’s Navy, under
whatever advantages they may be placed.
The Captain-General will have learnt, from the sentenee, that 39Negroes

were conveyed on shore by the Master of the “ Isabel,” and will consequently
be enabled to issue orders for their apprehension, if they can be found, should
he judge such a step to be advisable.

I have the honour to be, &e.
The Right Hon. George Canning, -(Signed) H. T. KILBEE.

&e. &c. &e.

P.S. T have just been informed, that ene Negress has been delivered of a
male child. This cireumstance has been inserted in her Certificate ofemanci-
pation.

 

First Enclosure in No. 62.

Abstract of the Evidence in the Case of the Spanish Brigantine © Isabel.”

LIEUT. SMITH declared in his Affidavit, that he had captured the «* Isabel” on the Sth of
October, in Latitude 21° 27/ North, Longitude 77° 161 West, with 10 Negroes on board, ‘viz,
4 males and 6 females; and that he found on board only the Log-book, which he produced;
the rest of the Papers of the Vessel were stated to have been taken away by the Master, who
‘escaped on shore, .

Joaquin Barriera deposed, that he was a Native of Malaga, from which Port he sailed in the
month of August 1824, in a French Brig, bound to Goree, where he arrived in abuut 23 or 30
days; that he there entered into the Spanish Schooner ‘¢ Feliciana’ as a passenger to be
conveyed to St, ‘Thomas’, and from thence to Havannah; -but that Schooner having touched at.
Gallinas, where the Brigantine ‘* Isabel’? was then laying, be was admitted on board the latter'as
third Mate; he was, however, subsequently informed, that he could only be received as a passenger:
that Pwdro Blanco, the Master of the “ Isabel,’ after that Vessel had remained at-Gallinas till
the middle of August, embarked 50 Negroes, and gave the command of the. Vessel to Vicente
Gomez, with directions to proceed to the Island of Cuba, and laud the Negroes on some part of
the Coast: that the said Gomez resolved upon making for Nuevitas, being informed by a Pilot
whom be had recejved on board, that he could dispose of the Negroes there’ to advantage: that
being near Guanaja, the Brigantine was chased by a Schooner, which was at first supposed to be a
Pirate, but proved to be an English Vessel of War, and-captured ; the Master and 39 of the Ne-
groes having escaped to the shore; that after the departyre ofGomez, no one had been entrnsted
with the command of the Brigantine, but that it was he (the deponent) who delivered up to. the
Eaglish Commander, the only Papers on beard, viz. the Log-book. oe .
Domingo Prato deposed, that he was a Native of Palma, in Majorca ;. that he sailed from this

Port in the month of August 1824, as a sailor, on board the Brigantine « Isabel,’ bound tor
Princes Island, but that she proceeded direct to Gallinas, on the Cogst of Africa, where she rea
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mained for many months; that at length the Master, D. Pedro Blanco, sent on board 50Negroes,
and gave the command of the Vessel to D. Vicente Gomez, (he himself remaining on the Coast of
Africa) with orders to proceed to the Island of Cuba: that in the old Channel they were pursuedand captured by an English Schooner, and carried into the Port of Havannah; the Master, Gomez,previous to the capture, having landed with part of the Crew and 39 Negroes. That Joaquin
Barriera remained in the command of the Vessel after the departure of Gomez; and that he, the
deponeat, acted as Boatswain on the return voyage from Africa, Joze Salas, a Native of Mahon,and alsoa sailor belonging to the “ Isabel,” corroborated fully the testimonyofthe two preceding

Witnesses, :

Havannah, October 20, 1825,

 

Second Enclosure in No. 62. (Translation.)

Decree of Condemnation of the Spanish Brigantine “Isabel.”

Havannah, October 17, 1825.
THE merits of this Cause having been duly considered, it is declared to be good and lawful,the prize made by His Britannick Majesty’s Schooner of War, ‘* Lion,” Lieutenant EdwardSmith, Commander, of the Spanisl Merchant Brigantine, named ‘*Isabel,"" with a cargo of 16Negroes at the time of the capture, viz. 4 males and 6 females, being then under the command ofD. Joaquin Barriera, the Master D, Vicente Gomez, having escaped on shore with 39 Negroesmore, the remainder of the cargo, as the aforesaid Barriera, and the two other Witnesses who havebeen examined, have stated in their depositions. It is consequently, likewise declared, that thesaid Brigantine, her tackle, apparel, and whatever may be contained therein, are subject andliable to confiscation, for the benefit of the Spanish and English Governments, with the excep-tion of the aforesaid Negroes, who are tree trom all slavery and captivity. Let the condemnedVessel be appraised by the principal Masters of the Arsenal, or by other skilful persons who maybe appointed, in order that it may be disposed of by publick auction at Don Antonio Galea’s,being previously proclaimed by the pubtick crier, at intervals of thiee days, and Advertisements ofthis proceeding inserted in the “ Diario” and ‘* Noticiozo Mercantil,"" of the Havannah; theVessel being for the present placed in deposit with D. Jayme Audrew, who shall take the properoath for the purpose of receiving the same by formal inventory, And with respect to the Negroes,let the proper Certificate of Emancipation be given to them, by the person who shall be appointedto perform that duty, for which purpose an official Letter, with a certified Copy of the Sentence,shali be addressed to His Excellency the Captain-General, requesting that he may be pleased toname a person of trust to receive aud take charge of then, until His Excellency shall dispose ofthem as he maythink proper, in conformity with the letter and spirit of the Treaty. And whenHis Excellency shall have selected the said person, it shall be notified to the Captor to deliver upto him the aforesaid Negroes, and the Brigantine to theDepositary.

(Signed)
ANDRES DE JAUREGUI. H. T. KILBEE,RAFAEL DE QUESADA.

RAPAEL GONZALEZ,Secretary,

 

No. 63.

HT, T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received December8.)
(Extract.) Havannah, October 21 > 1825.

_ SOME months ago an Individual with a party of newly imported Negroeswas detamed, when passing through a village, by a Country Magistrate, calleda *¢ Capitan de Partido,” who placed the Negroes in the ‘hands of certain per-sons by whom they were stolén during’ the night, and sold ;—theCaptainhimself being implicated in the transaction, and all the parties trusting thatthe Owner would never venture to institute legal proceedings, theNegroeshaving-been illicitly. imported. The owner, however, did present himselfbefore the tribunal of the Captain General, claiming. the restitution of the- Negroes, and accusing the persons to whose charge they had been confidedand even the Captain hiinself, of the robbery. ‘The latter defended himselfby alleging that the Negroes had been illicitly imported, and that he wasconsequentlyjustified in the detention. In this state of the proceedings, the‘Owner contrived tohave the cause divided into two ;—the one for theprosecu-tion for the robbery, and the. restitution of the Negroes; and the other for.the purpose of investigating whether these had been illegally imported,
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The latter involving most important considerations, the Captain General
required the advice ofone of his official Legal Counsellors, whom he isdirected
to consult in matters purely legal, and whose sanction in the same relieves
shim from all responsibility. There are two of those Counsellors, and their
title is Lieutenant Governor (although their Office is entirely judicial): and
Assessor General of the Government; and they are the Chief Judges here in
‘Civil Affairs,
I have the honour to enclose a Translation of the Report made by one of

‘those Judges to the Captain General, respecting the investigation whether
the Negroes were illegally imported, which, he gives it as his opinion, should
‘be. suspended for the present, on the grounds of expediency, and of’ there
‘being no positive Law to authorize such envestigation.—He gravely argues,
that the English Negociator not having been able, in the Treaty, to obtain
the concession, upon which it is taken for grantedhe insisted, that the traffick
‘should be suppressed on shore.as well as ai sea, it:;was never intended to carry
the restriction so far; and, that it was thus, that His Catholick Majesty com~
‘bined the sentiments of humanity with the wants of His American Posses-
‘sions. He totally disregards the most sacred right to their liberty, which the.
Negroes expressly acquire by the Royal Cedula, in the Jrst Port of the
‘Spanish Dominions at which they shall arrive; and assumes, that before the
provisions of that Cedula can be acted upon, there must be a previous decla-
ration of the Vessel being a good prize by the Mixed Commission, which is
not so much as mentioned therein.—In short, the whole production would
‘appear to be not that of a Judge expounding the Law, with a due regard to its
‘true spirit, to the manifest intention of the Legislator, and the interests of all
parties, but-of a subtle Advocate exerting his ingenuity to furnish arguments,
‘some not even specious, and all most fallacious, for the obvious purpose of~
eluding its effects.

This report affords the strongest possible proof of the absolutenecessity,
upon which I have before dwelt, of the Spanish Law relating to illicit Slave-
.drade, being altogether new modelled.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.

&e. &e. &e. :

 

Enctosure in No. 63. (Translation.

Judicial Report.to the Captain.General.

Most Excecrenr Sir, Havannah, October xe 1825,

“THE subject of this-Cause is one of the most arduous that can occur, and consequently demands
tthe greatest caution and circumspection. ee

The point in-question is, to decide whether an enquiry can be instituted, judicially, respecting
‘the origin and procedure of African Negro Slaves imported into this Island since the abolition of
the traffick, and to resolve accordingly «what is to be done with regard to stich as have been thus
‘imported .in contraventionto the Treaty and RoyalCedula upon the subject, .

For the better resolution of this question, it will be proper to mention the fact which hasgiven
vise to:the doubt, , .
On the 6th of July ofthe present year, Don Pedro Cabradilla, when passing through the Town

‘of Arroyo Arena with 14 Negroes, as it appears, ‘* Bozales,”” was detained by the Captain of ‘the
District, who deposited the Negroes in a house out of the Town, and gave them in charge to cer.
tain individuals in his confidence.—During the night, the Negroeswereclandestinely withdrawn
‘from the house of deposit, and secretly sold to different Planters, The Owner of theNegroes,
Don Cornelio Souchai, having presented himself in due form before your Excellency, requiring
the‘Captain to be made responsible for the aforesaid detention, deposit, and robbery; theproper
‘proceedings were commenced, from which it appears, that the very.persons’ who hadthe charge of
the Negroes are accused of the robbery, and that there are strong’ motives for believing that the
above mepitioned Captain was.an accomplice, who, in order to render his conduct excusable in the
detention, has occasioned the formation of this separate. proceeding, for the purpose of proving
that the Negroes were imported in contravention to the existing Laws. oe,
The party, Don Cornelio Soughai, always denying that the Negroes are of illicit importation,

has oyfposed the continuation of this presentproceedingupon the grounds. that there is no law
that authorizes this investigation, and enlarging upon the confusion and Injury which such a
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novelty must cause, and the Fiscal, who has been heard, has corroborated this opinion and preten-
sion of the purty. ;

It becomes, therefore, necessary to exantine the Treaty signed at Madrid on the 23d of Septem-
ber 1817, and the Royal Cedula which, in consequence thergot, His Majesty was pleased to order
to be'issued, under date the 19th December of the same year. :

Beginning with the said Treaty, unique in its class amongst Diplomatick Collections;. it willbe
seen, that by it, the detention of Slave-vessels is only authorized, upon the precise condition, that
it be effected by Spanish or English Vessels belonging to ove or other of the Royal Navies, and,
that their Commanders be provided with specizl instructions; and this in the sole case of the
Negroes being still on board: sa that, according to the stipulations of the Treaty, should any of
these requisites be wanting, the Mixed Commission, to which the cognizance was entrusted, can-
not condemn the Vessel as a goad prize.
The English Negociator could not but be aware that the greatest part of the Slave-vessels would

elude the vigilance of the Cruizers; anc it is therefore probable that he insisted that this com-
merce, being declared fraudulent, should be suppressed (perseguido) even on shore 3 but the
mere fact-of his not having obtained this concession convitices that it was not intended that the
restriction should be carried to the extreme, upon the principle which His Majesty laid down, that
he wished to combine his sentiments of humanity with the wants of His American Possessions,
The above mentioned Royal Cedula, in conformity with what is directed by the Treaty, imposes

no other restrictions upon the traffick but those which are therein stipulated, and contains only the
penal sanction of the prohibition, which is-reduced to the confiscation of the Vessel, the penal.
ties of the purchaser, Captain, Master, and Pilot, and the manomission of the slaves, the Vessel
being previously pronounced to be a good prize by the Mixed Commission,
From this statement, in my opinion, the conclusion may be drawn, that neither the Treaty nor

the Royal Cedula authorizes the investigation as to the origin and procedure of AfricanNegrees,
when once landed and imported into the Island; and that all contrary proceedings, without having
any precise and decisive legal support, might operate pernicionsly to the danger of publick tranquil-
ity.
Th effect, what confusion must not such investigations cause? There would be scarcely a Planter

who would not be exposed to abuses of power and vexationg on the part of the Subaltern Agents
of the Government; not because all have Negroes ‘ bozales’’ imported subsequently to the prohibi-
tion, but because on the Plantations which have been commenced with few or no intelligent
Negroes (Ladinos) it is difficult for these newly imported to forget, even after many years, the
language, habits and customs, peculiar to their origin,

This Cause furnishes a proof of the facility with which abuses would be committed were the
investigation authorized. Why were the 14 Negroes, who have given rise to the proceedings,
detained and scandalously stolen? For no other reason, but because it was thought, that being
** bozales” and illegally imported, the Owner would not venture to claim them; that is to say, itwas hoped to find impunity for a crime, in the fear of discovering an abuse.
Moreover, Most Excellent Sir, would the simultaneous manunission of a considerable number

of slaves be prudent, even although they should be placed for a time under the care of theProprie-
tors? Would it be compatible with the tranquillity of the Island to emancipate men without means
of subsistence, without morals, without the habits of society, and disposed to return to the ferocity
of their former natural state? ‘The consummate prudence of your Excellency, and the exact
knowledge which you possess of the circumstances of this Island, will enable you to decide this
question. .
From what has been stated, I deduce, Most Excellent Sir, that it is not prudent that this Cause

should at present proceed any farther, both because there is no express Law which authorizesit,
and likewise, because this is required by the general good. Iam, therefore, of opinion, that your
Excellency shall make a Report to His Majesty, with a certified Copy of the Process, through
the Department of Grace and Justice, in order that he tuay be pleased to resolve what may be his
sovereign pleasure in this and similar cases; previously requiring from Don Cornelio Souchai
security to produce the Negroes whenever he shall be called upon, and ordering the Captain of the
District in which they may be, (o prepare a statement in full of their several affiliations and marks,‘which shall remain with the other proceedings, and the expence of which shall be paid by the
atoresaid Souchai.
Your Excellency will determine whatever you may judge most advisable,

His Excellency the Captain Generai,

I conform with the above, and let it be carried into effect, (Signed) VIVES.

 

No. 64.

HI. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received December 8.)

Sir,. Havannah, October 31, 1825.
SINCE I addressedto you my Despatch of the 30th of September, onlyone Vessel has sailed for the Coast of Africa, viz. the Brigantine “ Teresa,”Don Jose Cano, Master, on the 26th instaut. The Portuguese Schooner“ Tonina” arrived from Bonavista on the 12th instant. I have heard that this



Havannan. 59

is really the SpanishSchooner “ mable Socorro,” an old Slave-trader, and
that she has been dispatched to the. Owners of two or three Spanish Slave-
ships, detained by the Portuguese in retaliation for the robberies committed
by several Vessels of the former Nation, which are generally well armed, of
the Negroes on board of Portuguese Vessels.

Icannot vouch for the truth of this statement; but there can be no doubt
that the great delay which has occurred latterly in the return of many of the
Slave-ships which have sailed from this Port, is owing to some unexpected
obstacles in the way of their traffick.

I have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.

&e. &e. Se.

No. 65.

Joseph Plantz, Junior, Esq. to H. P: Kilbee, Esq.

Sir, Foreign Office, December 10, 1823:

MR. SECRETARY CANNINGdirects me to acknowledge the receipt of
your Letter to him, marked Separate, of the 8th of October 1825, and to ac-
quaint you, that he consents to-your returning upon leave of absence to Eng-
land, in the course of the next Spring, for a period of six months, provided
that your health shall be in such a state as absolutely to require it.

 

I am, &e.
H. T. Kilbee, Esq. (Signed) J. PLANTA, Junior.

No. 66

H. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canmng.—(RecewedJanuary 19, 1826.)

Sir, _  Havannah, November 23, 1825.
M. PINILLOS, who has lately returned from Spain, having been named

Tntendant of this Island, has again assumed the Office of Spanish Commissary
Judge, the duties of which were performed in his absence by Don Andres de
Jaurepui.

I cannot avoid taking this opportunity to express my sense of the concilia~
tory disposition manifested upon all occasions by M. de Jauregui, and ofhis
‘anxious desire to do every thing in his power for the attainment of the objects
of our Treaty, during a period in which the Mixed Commission has been more
actively engaged in the discharge of its duties, than in- any other since its
establishment. I have the honour to be, &c.
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.

&e. &e. &e. OO

 

No. 67.

HT. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning. —(ReceivedJanuary 19, 1826.)
(Extract.) Havannah, November 25, 1825

WITH reference to my Despatch of October 21, I have the honour to in
form you, that I lately took an opportunity, when stating to the Captain-Ge-
neral (as I now uniformly do) the ordinary Cases of illicit Slave-trade, which
I consider myself to he justified in reporting to you, to notice the subject. of
the opinion officially given to him byhis Assessor-General, as- enclosed in that
Despatch; and I observed, that itappeared to me to be so entirely in opposi-
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tion to the spirit of our Treaty, and of His Catholick Majesty’s Royal Cedula,issued in consequence thereof, that I felt it to be my duty to submit it to your
consideration.

His Excelleney merely said, that he did not at the moment recollect that
such an opinion had been given to him; but that, if it was of the tenor I
stated, it appeared to bein opposition to theCircular Orders lately issued by
Him to the Local Authorities.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.&e. &e. &e. .

 

No. 68.

H. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—-( ReceivedJanuary 19, 1826 J}
Sir, Havannah, November 30, 1825.

DURINGthe present month, two Vessels, namely, the Spanish Brig “ Sen
Joze,” and the French Schooner *“ Felicie,” have arrived here, which had
landed, according te common report, the former 480, and the latter upwards
of 300 Negroes, previously to their entrance into this Port.
During the same period three Spanisl: Schooners, the “ Zris,” « NVicanor,”

and “ Hecha,” Joze Le Grand, Francisco Pieto, and Domingo Bernadine,Masters, have sailed for the Coast of Africa. Another Schooner called the
* Micaela,” whieh sailed in company with the two last, although she clearedout for Teneriffe, is, 1 strongly suspect, likewise destined for the Slave-trade.
I have much satisfaction in informing you, that in consequence of the steps

which the French Consul took, with respect to the “ Fefcie,” herCaptainthought it prudent suddenly to depart from this Port very early on the
morning after his arrival.

T have been informed by Captain the Earl of Huntingdon, of His Ma-jesty’s Ship “ Yalorous,” that in the month of April last, he had chased anddriven on shore on the Coast of Yucatan, a Spanish Brig, which proved to bethe “ Victoria,” Joze de la Puente, Master, which had sailed from hence for theCoast of Africa in May 1824. It appears that, previously to his Lordship’schasing her, she had succeeded in landing her cargo, amounting to about 250Negroes, on the Southern Coast of this Island.
I am, &c.

TheRight Hon. George Canning, (Signed) H. T. KILBEE.
&e.Se. | &e.

 

No. 6.

Mr. Seeretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, .  Horeign Office, January 31, 1826.
I TRANSMIT to you, for your information, and for your guidance in yourcommunications with the Colonial Authorities of Spain, the accompanyingCopy of a Despatch, and of its Enclosure, which I have received trom’ HisMajesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Penipotentiary at Madrid_ together with the Copy of the Answer which, by His Majesty’s Com-mand, I have returned thereto,* upon tke subject of the Orders which HisCatholick Majesty has recently addressed to the Captain General of Cuba, forthe more effectual execution of the Treaties between Great Britain and Spain,for the abolition of the traffiek in slaves. Tam, &c.

His Majesty's Commissioners, (Signed) GEORGE CANNING,

*SeeClass By
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No. 79.

H. T. Kilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Feb. 13, 1826,)

Sir, Havannah, December 17, 1825.

I HAVE the honour to enclose a certified Copy of the Register of the
Slaves emancipated by Decree of this Mixed Commission, since the date of
my Despatch of the 5th of July of this Year; they belonged to the Spanish
Brigantine “ Zsadel.” I have, &c. .

. (Signed) ~ HENRY T. KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Canning,

§e. &e. &e.

Mem.—The Enclosure contains the Names and Particulars ofEmancipation,
and Registry of 10 Slaves taken from the Schooner “ Isabel.”

 

No.71.

H. T. BKilbee, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning—(Received Ireb. 13, 1826.)

Sir, Havannah, December 18, 1825.

On the 17th instant, I had the honour of receiving the Despatch, in which

you have been pleased to transmit tu me one received from Mr. Lamb, re-

orting a conversation with the Spanish Minister of State, upon the subject

of the illicit Slave-trade carried on with this Island. :

In reference to the assertion made by M. de Zea, “ that the greater part of

his traffick was carried on by British Capital, and for the benefit of

British Subjects,” I consider it to be merely an act of justice to express my

firm conviction that he is altogéther mistaken; and it is most satisfactory for

me to be enabled to state, that during my long residence in thisCountry, I

have never known the slightest suspicion attach to any of His Majesty’s Sub-

jects established here, of participating, directly or indirectly, in that abominable

traffick. Thave, &e.

(Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.
The Right Hon. George Canning,

Se. &e. &e.

 

No. 72.

H.T. Kilbee, Esq. to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq.—(Receiwed Feb. 13, 1826.)

Sir, - Havannah, December 22,.1825.

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that Mr. Macleay arrived liere on the

17th instant, and deliveredtome your Letter of the 2ist September.

The Instructions which you have therein been pleased to communicate to

me, have. been duly carried into effect, andI beg leave to assure you that, in

my intercourse with Mr. Macleay, I shall ever be most desirous to promote

the reciprocal confidence and cordiality which you have recommended.
[ have, &c.

Joseph Planta, Jun, Esq. (Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE,

&e. &e. Ke.
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No. 73.

WS. MWLeay, Esq. to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received Feb. 13,1826.)

Sie, Hlavannah, December 22, 1825,
I HAVE the honour to inferm you, that in consequence of a very cir-

cuitous and tedious passage, I only arrived here on the 17th instant, when,
in obedience to your commands, I lost no time in waiting upon Mr. Kilbee,
and shewing him my Commission, I have since been introduced by him tothe Spanish Commissioners, and to the Captain General of Cuba, before
whom I this day took the requisite oaths, in the form prescribed by the
Treaty. Iam now, therefore, prepared to enter upon the discharge of theduties entrusted to me as His Majesty’s Commissioner of Arbitration at the
Havannah.

I have the honour to be, &e.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) W. S. MACLEAY.

&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 74.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received
February 13, 1826,)

Sir, Havannah, December 14, 1825.
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Despatch, in whichyou have been pleased to express your approbation of the arrangementproposed, in respect to the appointment of Officers of this Mixed Com-mission.
We shall he careful, in conformity with your injunction, that the expencesattending each particular Case, shall alone be deducted from the proceeds ofthe sale of the Vessel and Cargo,

We have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE,The Right Hon. George Canning, . W.. S. MACLEAY.

&e. &e.  &e.

 

No. 75.

His Majesty's Commissioners ta. Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received
February 13, 1826.)

Sir, Havannah December 24, 1895.
WE have the honour to enclose a List of five Spanish Vessels, whichsailed from hence for the Coast of Africa, in the early part of the presentYear, and have lately returned in ballast. Et is well known, that previouslyto their entering this Port, they had landed upwards of1500 Negroes.

We have the honour, &c.
(Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE.The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY.&e. &e. Ge
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Enclosure in No. 75.

List of Spanish Vessels which have arrived from the Coast of Africa at
the Port of Havannah.

 

1825. . . : Negroes.
December 2, Schooner - - Jacinta, F, de Castro, Master, said to have landed 250

” 6, ” - - Anfitrite, Juan Seton » - - 180
» 210, i» “ - Malilée, Jaan Sangreras - ‘ 360
a «10, 4s - «= Paulita, J. Aurecochea ,, - « 230.
vo 15, Brig - - Conquistador, Juan Sandrino _ ,, ~ - 325

1545

No. 76.

Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.
GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, February 23, 1896.

I SEND to you the Copy of a Communication from the Admiralty, dated
the 7th instant,* containing a statement of the arrival at Cuba, of a Spanish
Brig, reported to have re-captured on the Coast of Africa, two Vessels con-
cerned in the Slave-trade, which Vessels had been detained by a British
Cruizer, and were on their way to Sierra Leone for adjudication, when they
were met by the Spanish Brig.
You will be so good as to make what enquiries you can into the truth of

this transaction, and report to me the result, for the information of His Ma-
jesty’s Government. Iam, &e.

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING.
His Majesty's Gommissioners.

* See Enclosures in No. 1S,

 

No. 77.

tis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr, Secretary Canning.—(Received
‘March 9, 1826.

Sir, Havannah, December 31, 1825.
SINCE the date of our Despatch of the 24th instant, three of the Spanish

Vessels which sailed from hence for the Coast of Africa, during the early
part of the present Year, namely, the Brig “ Anibal,” and the Schooners
** Joaguina” and “ Buenaventura,” have returned here, as usual, in ballast,
after landing 730 Negroes.

Thus, within the present month, no less than eight Slave-vessels have ar-
rived at this Port, after clandestinely introducing into the Island nearly 2300
Slaves.
We have heard that the Spanish Brig “ Constante,” which sailed from hence

for the Coast of Africa, in the month of August 1824, was, upon her return
lately, compelled by some accident, to put iato the Port of Trinidad, on the
South-side of this Island, where she is said to have landed upwards of 500
Negroes.
The French Schooner “Feéicie,” whose arrival and immediate departure, in

consequence of the steps taken by the French Consul General, were reported
in the Despateh, dated 30th November, returned to this Port on the 26th inst.
from Matanzas. Her original Master has not ventured to come in here, and,
during her absence of 40 days, precautionary measures have probably been
taken, which will render it very difficult now to prove that she was engaged
in illicit Slave-trade.
No Vessel has sailed from hence for the Coast of Africa during the present

month. - We have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) HENRY T. KILBEE

The Right Hon. George Canning, W. S. MACLEAY.
&e. &e. Se.
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No. 78.

Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

- GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, March 10, 1826.
IN reference to my Despatch to you of the.31st of January last, I transmit

to you, for your information, the Copy of a Despatch, which on that day I
addressed to His Majesty’s Envoy at Madrid, and the Copy of his Answer
thereto,* shewing, that the Additional Articles to the Treaty of 1817, which
were signed under the Government of the Cortes of Spain, have now received
the sanction of His Catholick Majesty, and have been transmitted to His
Authorities in Cuba for their guidance.

I am, &c.
Messrs. Kilbee and M'Leay. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

* See Class B., a |
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No. 79.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—{Received —
April 29.) 7

Sir, Rio de JSuneiro, February 28, 1825.
WE have the honour, herewith, to transmit, foryour information, the Caseof the Brazilian Brig “ Cergueira,” detained on the 30th of January 1824, byHis Majesty’s Ship Bann,” Captain Courtenay, in the Port of Onim, in La-titude 3. 59. 28. North, together with the most important Documents be-longing to the evidence before us, to enable you, Sir, to form your judgmentupon it, or to take steps with a view to its investigation, and to give us suchinstructions as you may think fit, for our guidance in this and such parallel —Cases as may occur in future.

We beg to call your early attention to this Case, it being of moment, inas-much as we learn, from the evidence before us, that two other Vessels weredetained at the same time, and under the same circumstances, by the sameCruizer, and we suppose their Cases are kept back until the fate of this isknown,
The Abstract of the Case, from what we can collect from the Petition of theClaimant, and the Protests.annexed toit, the only evidence we have, is this :.The Brazilian Brig “ Cerqueira,” Manoel Cardozo dos Santos, Master,sailed from Bahia on the 8th of November 1823, provided with a passport,and duly legalized, on a voyage to fetch slaves from Molembo, a PortugueseSettlement, 8 degrees to the South of theEquator; that, on her course thither,she encountered foul winds, which prolonged the voyage, andobiiged theCaptain, on the 17th of December 1823, to put into Onim, to renew his stockof provisions. On his landing there, he found the Natives at war with thoseof Bajadre, which prevented his procuring the necessary supplies. Daringhis stay in this Port, the “ Cerqueira” was visited on the 15th of December1823, by His Majesty’s Ship “ Bann,” and on the 3d and 13th of January 1824,by His Majesty’s Ship “ Swinger.” On neither of these occasions was the le-gality of her trade questioned. On the 30th of January His Majesty's Ship“Bann,” Captain Courtenay, returned to Onim, and immediately sent armedboats to take possession of the “‘Cerqueira,” though she had no slaves on board.On thefollowing day, boats were sent to demandof the King the slavesbelongingto the Brazilian Ships in the Port, who denied having any, nor were any deli-vered. The British Boats, after spiking three guns and firing on the shore, re-turned to their Ships, and on the 2d of February 1824, the “ Bann” leftOnin,with the “ Cerqueira,” bound to Sierra Leone, On their voyage they made CapeCoast, where Captain Courtenay joined the «Owen Glendower,” and was suc-ceeded by his immediate or next in command ;” and the “Cerqueira” was sentincharge of the Prize Master to Sierra Leone, where she arrived a few days be-fore the “ Bann,” which Ship arrived on the 16th of April 1824, and,.on theafternoon of the same day, the Mate ot the « Cerqueira,” and all the crew de-tained on board the “ Bann,” were sent on board the “ Cerqueira,” and theMate was told to take command of her in the absence of the Captain, and freepermission was given to him to-return to Bahia. In spite of the remonstrancesof the Mate, no Iuventory of the Brig was taken, nor was thereany legal orregular trial, either before the Mixed Commission, or any otherTribunal,
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previous to the release uf the “ Cerqueira;” nor, as the Mate alleges, would
any of the Law Officers, or Authorities on shore, receive his Protest, or in any
way afford him redress. The “ Cerqueira” sailed from Sierra Leone, without
any Documents, on the 18th of April, as stated in the Petition, and reached
Bahia on the 24th of May following. For losses, damages, and prejudices,
arising out of this capture and detention, reclamation is made by the Owner
to the amount of £60,000 sterling, and the Case laid before the Commission
at Rio de Janeiro, because, as the Petition alleges, the Commission at Sierra
Leone had not taken cognizanceof it. The Case is stated more at length in
the Petition of the Claimant’s Proctor, of which we beg to enclose a Copy and
Translation.
The reasons assigned in the Proctor’s Petition for bringing the Case before

this Commission, and the principal arguments he adduces to substantiate his
claim, are, “ there having been no legal proceedings instituted against the
** Cerqueira” by the Authorities at Sierra Leone, the illegality of the capture
is sanctioned, defacto, by the certain evidence of the Prize, and consequently
the right founded for reparation; and he argues that Prizes not brought to
adjudication before the Mixed-Commission at Sierra Leone, ought to be before
that established at Rio de Janeiro, because it would be absurd ‘to suppose, that
the Captor failing to take his Prize.to the proper Commission, or the Com-
mission refusing to take cognizance of the Case, the captured would be de-
prived of his right to reclamation, or indemnification.”
The most material parts of the evidence in support of the claim, which came

to us attached to the Petition, were,
Ist. A Protest on the detention of the “ Cerqueira” by the Mate and crew,

dated Onim, 30th of January 1824.
2d. A Protest by Manoel Cardozo Santos, Captain of the “ Cergueira,” de-

claring the circumstancesofhis detention by His Majesty’s Ship “ Bann,”
and that he had no slaves on board, and that he was on shore at Onim at the
time, dated Onim.

3d, A Protest by the Mate and crew, on the 16th of April 1823, at Sierra
Leone, on the “ Cerqueira” being restored without any legal proceedings be-
ing had against her, and without inventory.

4th. A Protest by the Mate and crewagainst the Authorities at Sierra
Leone, for having denied every means of redress, and the power of laying his
Protests before the Court, dated the 29th of April 1824, in the Port of Sierra
Leone. ; :

Here we feel ourselves called upon to remark the strange incongruity in the
date of this last Document, when compared with the Petition,which asserts
that the “ Cerqueira” left Sierra Leone for Babia on the 18th of April, whereas
the Protest, bears date the 29th of April, 12 days after the day she is said to
have left that Port.

5th. A Protest confirming those already taken, formally made at Bahia.
The above-mentioned five Protests we have the honour to enclose, with their

respective Translations, and a Schedule of the whole of the Documents, which
are brought forward in supportof the claim. °
Having laid before you, Sir, the Abstract of the Case, the Petition, contain-

ingthe Case at length, and the Documents and arguments brought forward in
support of the claims, it now becomes us to inform you what has been done
in this Case by the Mixed Cominission, and to assign the reasons for the line of
conduct we have felt it to be our duty to pursue.
The Case was laid before the Commission on the 18th of January 1825, but

owing to thePapers being very voluminous, the separate examination occupied
till the Ist of February, oa which day more Papers were added by the Claim-ants; and on the 8th of February, when it was intended to discuss the ques-
tion, the Proctor for the Claimant filed a Petition, praying two months’ delay
to enable him to. obtain further proof from England. This gave rise to aquestion, whether this should be granted, or the general question gone into.—
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The British Commissary Judge contended for the latter, because he thought it
needless to hold out to the Claimants hopes of the Commission taking cogni-
zance of the Case, when he did not consider the Commission competent to it,
or could he find by what authority it could take cognizanceofit, since the
proofs alleged by the Claimant himself. shew that the « Cerqueira” had been
taken by the Captor to Sierra Leone,where a Mixed Commission is established
for the express purpose of adjudicating Cases of illicit Slave-trade; and the
same evidence declares and complains that the “ Cerqueira” was informally
and illegally restored to the Mate within the Port ofSierra Leone; and since
the Claimant alleges in his Petition that the Case is laid before this Commis-
sion because it was not heard, or because no redress could be obtained atSierra
Leone, and therefore it ought to be heard at Rio de Janeiro. As the Case hadnot been heard, it could not be considered an Appeal. He, the British Com-
missary Judge, could find no authority vested in this Commission, by the Con-
vention, to receive those Cases that Claimants had failed to prosecute elsewhere,
nor did it leave them the option which Commission should investigate their
claims: but he was of opinion that the 12th and°13th Articles of the Regu-
lations of the Convention did most fully provide for and meet the Case in
question. , : =
The one, (12th.) “* When the parties interested shall imagine they have

cause to complain of any evident injustice on the part of the Mixed Commis-
sions, they may represent it to their respective Governments, who reserve to
themselves the right of mutual correspondence, for removing, when they
think fit, individuals who may compose these Commissions.”

- The other, (13th.) “In case of a Vessel detained unjustly, under pretence
of the stipulations of the Additional Convention of this date, and in which
the Captor should neither be authorized by the tenour ofthe above-mentioned
Convention, nor of the Instructions annexed to it, the Government to-which
the detained Vessel may belong, shall be entitled to demand reparation, and
in such case the Government to which the Captor may belong,binds’itself to
cause the subject of complaint to be fully examined, and to inflict ‘upon the
Captor, if he be found to have deserved it—a punishment proportioned to the
transgression, which may have been committed.”
Now, the Petition of the Claimant’s Proctor evidently complains, in the

‘strongest terms, of the injustice of the detention by the Captor, and appeals
to this Commission for its decision, because, ‘as it-alleges, the Commission
at Sierra Leone would not, or did not, take cognizance of the Case.—
Therefore the British Commissary Jadge conceived that. the Convention
had marked out the’ channel.by which the Claimants, under such ciréum-
stances, are to obtain redress through the medium of their own Government,
and not the Mixed Commission. The Brazilian Commissary Judge, without
entering upon the general question, felt disposed to grant the delay. The Bri-
tish Commissary Judge being desirous that this Case should not form a prece-
dent, and fearing that byacquiescence it would be considered as an admission
of the liability to take cognizance, persisted in his former opinion. The
Braziliaa Commissary Judge then demanded, according to the provisions of
the Convention, a ballot, and the lot falling on the Brazilian Commissioner
of Arbitration, the Secretary immediately. applied to the Government to no-
minate one, since Mr. Joad Pereira da Souza was doing the duty, ad entertm,
of the absent Commissary Judge. On the 22d of February, Mr. Francisco
Jose de Rocha having been duiy named and installed; as Commissioner of
Arbitration, ad hoc, he stated before the Court, “ that havingattentively
examined the Papers on the question pending, of two months’ delay, asked by
the Party, he thought it might be conceded without prejudice to theprincipal
question, ofwhether or not, the Commission is competent to take cognizance
of the Case, for, on the one hand, the expected Documents’ might confirm
the jurisdiction of the Commission, and on the other, the delay was only
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prejudicial to the Claimants, and on these grounds he voted for the delay,”
which was immediately granted.
Thus the Case now stands; and unless it is most materially altered by the

Documents expected to be produced, which we. cannot in any way anticipate,
we purpose holding the same argument at the expiration of the term granted
for-further proof. ,

If it should be decided by ballot that we go into the Case, we must again
put it off for some time, in justice to the Captor, who doubtless has had no in-
timation of these proceedings against him.
Amongst the many irregularities with which this Case is fraught, the unac-

counted-for delay in bringing it forward is worthy of remark.
The “ Cerqueira” returned to Bahia on the 24th of May 1824, and the Case

came to us on the 18th of January following, almost eight months after, with
almost daily communication between this and Bahia.

if, after such lapses of time, without any limit, we are to award damages
for alleged offences committed on the Coast of Africa, we know not where it
would end, which made us desirous of not admitting this as a precedent.

In this, as in all other Cases, we have constantly kept in view the strict let-
ter and spirit of the Convention, and it has been our study to be guided in our
decision by the greatest impartiality for the parties, and we trust, Sir, that
the-view we have taken of the Case will meet with your approbation.

We have the honour to be, &c.

The Right Hon. George Canning, __ (Signed) HENRY HAYNE.
&e. &e. Se. A. CUNNINGHAM.

P.S. We have kept this Despatch open to the last moment, in hopes the
Interpreter would send the Translations of four of the Enclosures, but.are
disappointed of them. We think it of importance, however, that thisDespatch
should go by this Packet, and will transmit the remaining Enclosures by the
first opportunity, .

 

First Enclosure in No. 79. (Translation.)

Petition of the Claimant of the Brig “ Cerqueira.”
Honoured Sirs, Judges, Commissioners, and Arbitrators, for the Adjudication of Prizes of

Slaves, by the Mixed Commission established in this City of Rio Janeiro,

JOZE CERQUEIRA LIMA,Brazilian Citizen and Merchant, residing at Bahia, in the Em-
pire of Brazil, bas the honour of submitting to the consideration and judgment of your Lord-.
ships, the Case he describes as follows :
That he being the only Claimant and lawful Owner of the Brig called « Cerqueira,” he pur-

posed a trip to, trade-in Slaves, to the Port of Molembo, at which, as well as all other Ports
situated to the South of the Equator, it is lawful and allowed to traffick in slaves, in conformity
to the existing Convention. between the Crown of Brazil and that of Great Britain 3 that having,

- with this intent, prepared and equipped the said Brig, «* Cerqueira,” and obtained a License, Papers
and Clearances, in conformity to the Treaty thus duly legalized, the Vessel sailed from Bahia
on the 8th November 1823, under Captain Manoel Cardozo dos Santos.
That the Brig navigating on her ordinary course to the said Port-of Molembo, as the wind

was contrary, aud the voyage prolonged more than customary, it was necessary that the Cap-
tain should water and renew his stock, he determined to proceed to Ouim, where, in fact; he
entered on the 17th December following, having proceeded to record his anchoring according to
maritinye custom.
That the Brig being there anchored, as the Inhabitants of the Country were at war with

those of Bajadre, he could not readily procure the necessary supplies,on account of these differ-
ences and disturbances which obliged the Captain to remain until he could succeed in obtaining
what he required.

That during this delay and stay there of the Brig, for that express purpose, she was at different
times visited by different Ships of the British Squadron, employed ‘cruizing on that Station, viz.
On the 15th December, by the Corvette “‘Bann;” on the 3d and-13th of January following,‘by the Sloop, called the ‘* Swinger,” , ‘
That in. neither of these visits ‘did the Captains or Officers of the Cruizers meet with the least
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motive for supposing the voyage of the Brig, or her stay here, to be illicit, they consequently
lett her in peace, in possession of her Papers, That when the Brig’s supplies. were in a forwardstate, on the 30th January, the above-mentioned Frigate, or Corvette, “Bann,” returned to thesaid Port ot Onim, and on entering she immediately seut to ateack the Brig with armed men, whowere sent ia her own boats, and which act of violeace was followed by the sending the Pilat,Officers, and Men on board the Corvette, with the sole exception of 4 Seamen, who were sick,and left in the Brig; those who were taken ont of the Brig were put in irons, and this in spiteof the Protests and Proclamations which, at the same time, the Pilot, Officers, and Men made,
in which the Captain did not join, he being on shore.

That on the two following days the Commander and: Officers of the Corvette followed, successively, the most violent and unheard of attempts, against the Chief and Inhabitants of theCountry, who they rashly pretended to force to deliver to them the slaves, which they supposedhad been purchased for the Brig of the Claimant, when, in fact, none had been bought, forwhich delivery they endeavoured to and to intimidate the said Chief and Inhabitants,first with promises, and then with threats of force, which in effect they employed, discharging on
the shore both artillery and musquetry, with other gross insults, which it is unnecessary that the
Claimant should relate, as well as against the several Brazilian Vessels which were there anchored,
until returning from the Brig of the Claimant, they seized and detained, taking possession of them,as if they had belonged: to an enemy ; it is necessary to observe, as an. important fact, and suffi-cient to exasperare to viclence and attempt, that no slave was found-on board, or even on shore, noteven proper utensils to carry into effect the Slave-trade, That the Captors not having succeeded
either with the King or Chief, nor with the Inhabitants of the Country, in obtaining the delivery of
any slave, because, in trath, none had been bought for the Brig, whose destiny was to another Port,
they determined that she should be sentas a Prize to Sierra Leone, which in effect took place, mak~
ing sail for that Port on the 2d of February, under the command of a Prize Master, to whose charge
the Vessel was delivered, without having sealed the hatches or without fulfilling auy of the forms re«
quired in such cases, the Captain, Manoel Cardozo dos Santos, remaining on shore as aforesaid,
and the Mate, Officers, and Crew of the Brig continued to be kept in irons on board the ‘¢ Bann,”with the exception of the 4 Seamen already mentioned. That whilst the Prize wasfollowingher direct course to Sierra Leone, the above-mentioned Corvette, passed within sight of the
Northera Coast, and put into Cape Coast, there met with the English Frigate, “Owen Glen-
dower,” to which Ship Captain Courtenay, who commanded the «* Bann” removed, and took the
command immediately on entering the Port. That the «* Bann” then pursued her voyage to
Sierra Leone, where she arrived on the 16th of April, at which time the Brig of the Claimant
was already at anchor, having arrived some days before as a Prize; that in the afternoonof the
same day, (16th of April) the Commander of the “Bann” sent the Mate, Officers, and Crew,
who had come up in the ‘ Bann’ on board the Prize Brig, ordering the Mate, as next in com-
‘mand to the Captain, to take the command of the Brig, the possession of which was ja fact ree
stored, withont proceeding to any other formality, or without any solemn act of delivery,-or with<
gut making an inventory of what remained iu the Brig, notwithstanding the Mate claimed and
insisted that he ought to hear thejudgment or sentence of restitution, on account of the deten«
tion having been illegal, because in no’other way could the release of the Prize be regularly made,
or its restitution be fulfilled according to the right admitted by all civilized Nations. That the
essession of the Brig, released and restored, in a manner so irregular and arbitrary, is mani-fest, by the faithtul and proved exposition, by the effect of the same arbitrariness, and that pre-

potency which alone appeared to guide the judgment of the Captors throughout the whole:ef
this disastrous affair, not only were the Clearances and Papers from the Authorities of the Port
to enable the Brig to quit the Port of Sierra Leone denied her, but also any document to justify —
or prove the cause of her being sent thither, saying, that it was enough for them to proeet# to
Bahia with the same Papers she had brought from thence, which at the time of capture were.
seized, but were restored at the time the restitution and possession was forced in the manner
above-mentioned. That during the time that the Brig still remained at Sierra Leone, the Mate
eould never succeed with the Law Officers or Authorities on shore to take his Protest or Claim,
because to all and every one they refused, as in the beginning, he, as well as all those belonging
to the Brig, weve prohibited going on shore, or having any communication with it; excesses to
every kind were carried to such a point by the Captors as to outrage, and flog with -stripes the
Mate for having personally declared to the Commanding Capter the Protests that he and bis
Crew had made praying for justice. . .
That it is a fact notorious and certain of all the mentioned and unheard of proceedings that no

Jegul process was taken of the Brig ‘ Cerqueira,” nor was the Prize taken f£ognizance of by the
Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, or breught before any other Court or Tribunal in that Colony ;
so that the detention and capture has been, in fact, the arbitrage of force, as likewise the release
and restitution of the Prize was, in fact, the arbitrage ot force, all power and meaus to substantiate
their rights being denied to the captured Vessel, of which certainly it will not be easy to find a
similar case, in the maritime annals of any civilized Nation, even supposing the parties in a state
of open war. . . / .

That the Brig being ebliged to return to Bahia, JeftSierra Leone on the 18th of April, and
arrived at Bahia on the 24th of May following, having gone without. provisions and supplies pro-
portioned to her Crew, and therefore exposed to double risk, That not only had the speculation,
Jntended by the destiny of the Brig to the above named Port of Molembo, failed, and altogether
lost by the consequent effect of the detention aud violence of being taken as a. Prize to Sierra
Leone, and with the heavy prejudice of the expected gains by the emerprize to which she was
legally destined, but almost the whole of the outwari Cargo was.lost, either because some part
ofitwas abandoned at Ouim, takenthere to exchange for stores and Provisions, or because other
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parts were stolen by the Captors themselves, which is provedbythe evidence of the Inventories
and Judicial Proceedings, which were taken on the return of the Vessel to Bahia. —Lastly, that

-all these facts are supported by legal proofs, all abundantly manifesting by Documents which the
Claimant herewith offers, and subjoins, Nos. 1, 2;and 3, Documents which contain theoriginal
formal attestations, taken ‘before the respective Local Authorities, due notice havingbeen given
to His Britaonick Majesty's Consul-at Bahia to attend the same, to whitch he made no opposition ;
and for which, and on the one part, not having judged or sentenced, or even taken any legal pro.
ceeding against the Brig ‘ Cerqueira’”’ at Sierra Leone, the illegality and injustice of the capture
is proved and sanctioneddefacto by the certain evidence uf the Prize; and consegently the rightis founded for a reparation of losses, and expected profits on the part of the detained, a tight of
which the Claimant wishes that application shoulil be made to-the case JSrom its source, accordingto the stipulations of the subsisting Treaties between the Crown of Brazil and that of GreatBritain; and on the other part, be it certain that the prizes which are not brought to adjudica-tion before the Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone, ought to be before that established at Rio deJaneiro, according to what is deduced and obviously understood by the letter of the said Trea-ties, since it would be incongruous and even absurd to suppose that the Captor failing (o take thePrize to the proper Commission, for the purpose of proceeding to her adjudication, or the Com-mission refusing to take cognizance of the Case, the captured would be inhibited, or deprived ofhis right to reclamation and adjudication of the quantum of indemnification which should begranted to him, for the consequent prejudices, therefore the Claimant prays:
That your Lordships, Judges, Commissioners, and Arbitrators will be pleased to renew the pro-cess to decide on the indemnification in the Case-of the above-mentioned Brig ‘¢ Cerqueira,” withthedocuments which he offers sufficient to establish the evidence of the fact, and to.found theright to a. competent remuneration, the Claimant, if permitted, will produce jestificatory proba-tory. documents to ascertain the prejudices, and calculate the expected profits, if the sentenceshould award a full indemnification, which ought to be adjudged to the Claimant, according to thestipulations and regulations of the Convention of the 28th of July 1817. Rio de Janeino, 13th‘January: 1225, As competent Attorney,

(Signed) DIEGO SOARES DA SILVA DE BIVAR,

 

Second Enclosure in No. 79. (Translation.)

PROTEST made on.board the Brig ** Cerqueira’’ by the Mate, Joze Francisco Carreirao,and the remainderof the crew of the éaid Brig « Cerqueira,” in the absence of tlie Master of thesaid Brig, Mauoel Cardozo dos Santos for the facts and acts of violence herein declared :°We, the undersigned, Joze Francisco Carreirao, Mate of the Brig «* Cerqueira,’? and in her, iatheabsence ‘of the Master, Manoel Cardozo dos Santos, charged with the command of the: saidBrig, and also the crew of the same, declare, that in the year of our Lord Jesus Christ 1824, onthe 30th day of the month of January, at 5 o'clock in the eyening, being at anchor in the Port ofOnin,‘to:purchase provisions, to pursue our voyage to Molembo, our destined, Port, having beenobliged to deviate from our course by the force ot the winds and the inconstaicy of thé waves,and, by being attackedby the Frigate “* Bann,” belonging to His Britannick Majesty, we protestagainst all and every violenee offered to us by the Captors, who harshly took us from the abovementioned Brig, and especially against Captain Courtenay and all’ the Officers, and against theBritish Government,or against whomsoever it may concern. Because we were in the said Brig*¢.Cerqueira” with the Brazilian Flag hoisted, without having, or having had, any slave (male 6rfemale) on board, and in the good faith which the Treaties’ made with His Britannick MajestySecure to us, and which should be kept by all Nations, we Protest, as in effect we have protested,‘for all:and every arbitrary acts which the Frigate “* Bann” and her Conimander,
I: t s

Courtenay, arePractising, or may practise against us, that right may hold good, to claim losses, dainages, ceasingprofits,-as well for the Proprietor residing in the City of Bahia, Joze ‘Cerqueira Lima, as for allothers who may-have’ an interest: therein, and that at all times it May appear we cause to be madethis Protest, made by one of us, and signed by all on board the Brig “ Cerqueira,” when we weretaken and captured:by force, On ‘board the Brig ‘* Cerqueira,”* anchored in the Port of Ouim, onthe 30th of January 1824, ,
(Signed by) JOZE FRANCISCO CARREIRAO, and by 20 of the Crew,

 

Third Enclosure in No. 79, (Translation!)
PROTEST .that Manoel Cardozo dos Santes makes against the British Nation, or to‘Whom It may concern, on accountof ‘the capture and detention of the Brig. «« Cerqueira,’ ofwhich I amMasterand Supercargo, made by the English Ship of War, in which the Commodorewas said to have come, which Brig is Brazilian property, and Joze de Cerqueira Lima, of Bahiads the Proprietor, which Protest I make to the amount of 60,0001. Sterling, the value in whichthe said Brig andallher cargo stood, and the ceasing. profits arising trom the acis of violenceherein. declared t—-That after leaving the City.of Bahia, on the 8th of Novemberof the year 1623in the Brig «* Cerqueira,” tinder ty command,to proceed on_a voyage to the Port of Molembo,‘on account of the inconstancy of the wind, | was induced to shape a course to the Northward, andmaking the Jand on the Gold Coast, I resolved touching ‘at this Port of Onim, to buy beans and
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some other provisions of which I stood in need.—That on arichoring in the Roads of this Port on
the 17th day of December of the same year, and on going on shore to supply myself with vil,
beans, and someother.provisions which [ wanted, it happened that L found this Port at war with
the inhabitants of Badagoe, and on this account I,was detained above three weeks, whilst the war
lasted, not being able to obtain any thing.—That on the 25th of the same month, I was visited in
this Roadstead by an English Corvette, said to be-called the « Bann,” and no question was made
about my Papers, as well as on the 3dof Jainary 1824, when I was a second time visited bya
Vessel of War, whose name £ know not, and likewise she found nothing by which I was com-
mitted, and en the 13th of the month I was again visited by the same English Vessel of War,
who made no more question than she had done iu the first visit,
That on. the 30th of January of the same year, about 5 o’clock in the evening, a Frigate coming

from the East, hoisted English Colours, and fired a shot, and as soon as anchored a Boat was sent
on board the Brig under my command, as well as on board the other Vessels that were in the same
Roadstead, supposed to be to visit, or endorse theirPapers. ,
That on the 3lst, about 5 o’clock ip the evening, two Launches and two Boats, ail armed

with artillery in the bow, with about 40 men, including some Soldiers, two Officers, and two
Midshipmen, all armed with musquests, appeared before the village, which is three leagues ‘up the
River, That on arriving at the Village they anchored the Launches and Boats, opposite a. fac-
tory or store where there was an Englishman, who had arrived 3 days previous, in aBrig. under
American Colours, under pretence of negociating in slaves; the two Officers and “Midshipmen. there
disembarked, and went to the said Factory, and after remaining above an hour, they 1e-embarked-
in the Launches. That about 7 in the evening, they were sent for by the King of the Port -to
know what their business was on shore ; to which one of the Officers replied, that they came to
ask the King to deliver up the slaves that the Portuguese had bought; that the Commodore had
ordered it. The King in reply told them—that the Portuguese Captains that were trafficking in
his Port, none were buying slaves, but they had bought provisions, cloths, oil, and ivory, and
that they likewise exchanged tobacco for dollars; the Officerpersisted’ fur some time that he knew
the Portuguése had bought slaves, that he should deliver them up, as for so doing he made hima
the offer of half the slaves that the Portuguese might have; the King then testified that the Por-
tuguese Captains were not purchasing slaves; the said Officer then concluded by. telling the King,
that on the following morning, if the slaves were not delivered to him, he should open a fire on
the shore from his Launches, and with these last words they embarked on board the Launches.
That on the Ist of February the said Officers and Midshipmen disembarked, and went to the’
Factory of the said Englishman, and fiom thence+to the Factory of Captain Manoel Joaquim de
Almeida, where I was, together with Captain Andre Pinto, and he sent to tell us by a black
mau, who served as interpreter, that our Vessels were seized because our Papers were not legal,
and that he, the Officer, came by order of the Commodore; that the Portuguese Captains should
aleliver up the slaves we had. bought, and the said Officer asking who was the Captain of the
Brig ‘‘ Cerqueira,’’ to which T-replied that it was I, he sent to tell me by the interpreter, that he
did not take me when the Frigate went.down, as he believed he should take many prizes at Ca-
labar and Camarao, but now on his way back, he could not fail taking me, to which I replied-—
that T was not buying slaves, and that he might examine.the Factory that belonged to me, but
that L was replenishing my provisions, and exchanging tobacco for cloths to go to Molembo,
and.that Twas ignorant in what. my Papers were irregular, upon which he took -his leave; saying
he knew very well what todo, ‘That again they went to the house of the King, and the said
Englishmen decidedly told the King, that if he did not give up the slaves by 9 o’clock the same
morning, that they should open a fire upon the shore, to which the King replied, that he had
“no slaves to give, that they should not fire upon the shore, because he had not treated theni ill,
and that he treated well all that came to his Port, of whatever Nation they might be, to which
‘no reply was made; and in returning to embark in their Launches, they spiked three guns, which
the King had for the defence of his Port, and the blacks seeing that they were destroyiig their
guns, rose; and in this disturbance of the blacks, the said Englishmeu embarked on board theit
Launches, and opened a fire of artillery and musquetry on the shore, Killing and wounding a
great many blacks, and under the smoke they retreated on board the Frigates. that as soon as.
they arrived on board the Frigate, they dispatehed Launches to all the Brazilian ships that
were in the Roadstead, which put themselves’ in readiness to make sail. ‘That on the 2d. of
February, about 5 o’clock in the afternoon, I received notice: from my Hut-man, that the
Brig and the two Brazilian Vessels had made sail, and that theFrigate accompanied them, That
J am ignorant of every thing that had: passed on board the Brig ander my command, because no
cause was assigned to me, either by the Commander of the Frigate, or from the Brig by my
Officers, which proves their want of communication, and perhaps my Officers and Crew were

rigorously dealt with even (o castigation, that by these means to obtain false oath, which is not

to be wondered at, as many English Ships of War have done it to the Portuguese Vessels trading to
this Coast of Africa. That as for myself they found no slaves on board the Brig or in the Pac-
tory, or even in the said Factory any thing belonging to theTraffick in slaves. I protest, as [
have immediately protested, against the British Nation, or against whomsoever it may coucern,

before the witnesses undersigned, the Brig andthe whole of the Cargo, and for the parties, my.
wages, and of my Officers and Crew, gains ceasing, and-that may be the wliole to the amount of
60,0001. sterling, tor all and every prejudice, that may-becaused in the course of my voyage, whe-
ther during my stay'in this Port, whether in my return from hence tu Molembo, and thence to the
Port of Bahia, caused by the detention of the said Brig, and in the event of the said being taken,
or she happens to be wrecked, abandoned, and J give as abandoned every thing that was in my.
Factory, for want of means to: etnbark it, and.return.to Bahia, since I was destituteot’ meaus,’
aad scarcely could I contrive to.transpart my own person alone to another Port, where 1 found a
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Vessel to transport myself, This Protest shall have the same force and power as if it had been
made in a proper Tribunal, and whéch for want of such, I asked Zacarias de Assiz Ferreira, whe
made this, and as a witness, signed it. Onim, at the Factory, on the 2d February, 1824,

(Signed by) MANOEL CARDOZO DOS SANTOS,
And by 8 Witnesses,

 

Fourth Enclosure in ‘No. 79. ‘(Translation.)

Protest made on board the Brig “Cerqueira,” at anchor in the Portof
Sierra Leone, on the 16th April 1824.

WE, the undersigned, Joze Francisco Carreirao, Mate, and the Crew of the Brig ¢«Cerqueira,”’
which was captured at Onim on the 30th of January of this year, and conducted on the 2d day
of February of the same year to Sierra Leone, where we now are brought as prisoners and kept
in irons from Onim daring half the voyage to this Port, suffering all the rigour of oppression,.
we protest, as in effect we have protested, against all the proceedings which have been practised
against us, and particularly against me, Joze Francisco Carreirao, the Mate, now the. Master of
‘the said Brig, by the Frigate ** Bann,” and her Commander, CaptainCourtenay, who refusing to
hear our protest and reclamation at Onim, continued to exercise arbitrary acts of violence, com-
pelling me, through the Officers of the ‘‘ Bann” Frigate, underCaptain Courtenay, to be shipped
in another Frigate called the ‘* Owen Glendower,” at Cape Corco, obliging me this day, 16th of
April 1824, to take charge of the Brig on board which I am sent, as well as the Crew of the
Brig “ Cerqueira ;"* that we were this day brought. to this Port of Sierra Leone in the said
Frigate “ Banon,” which took us, without having proceeded in any legal term, or without being
heard or regarded, on the state of the Cargo of the Brig, which is in her, ruined, or without it being
notified to me, or adjudged that the unjust capture and detention of the Brig was given up, or
by any other judicial proceeding ; however protesting against all these proceedings of the Captors
and of the British Nation, which we shall ratity as soon as we arrive at another Port, where
we may be permitted to land, and apply to the Authorities of the place, to draw upa term ina
manner that will secure to us the right of propriety of the Brig aad Cargo, and of all who might
be interested in the same ; and that at all times, this our Protest will manifest, in which we have
expressed all the clauses which,by right, are required in similar acts, one of us makes this term
of protest, which is signed by all, Sierra Leone, on board the Brig ‘ Cerqueira,”’ 16th April,
1824, (Signed by) JOZE FRANCISCO CARREIRAO,

And by 20 of the Crew,

 

Fifth Enclosure in No. 79. (Translation,)

Prorest made on board the Brig “Cerqueira,” at anchor in the Portof
Sterra Leone, on the 29th April 1824.

WE, the undersigned, Joze Francisco Carreirao, Mate, and now Master of the Brig ** Cer-queira,’’ as well as all the Crew, make known, that in the year of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 1824,onthe 29th of the month of April, on board of the Brig Cerqueira,” of which Joze CerqueiraLima, a Merchant, established in the City of Bahia, is Proprietor, protest, and I, Joze Fran.cisco Carreirao, the Mate, and now serving as Master in the absence of Manoel Cardozo dosSantos, against Captain Courtney and the other Captors of the above-mentioned Brig, against the‘British Nation, and likewise against the Authorities residing at the Settlement of Sierra Leone,for having refused permission to land on the first days after my arrival at this Port, every resdress and lawful means to allege, to protest, to claim losses, damages, and ceasing profits, in con-sequence of the arbitrary capture, and even to present to the Court the Protests made at Ouimon the 30th January of this year, and that which I made in this Port on the 16th April, when Iwas turned over from the Frigate ‘* Bann’ to the Brig, being in spite of every thing compelledto take charge of the Brig and her Cargo, without any judicial term whatever, or act of delivery,and sent or ordered to depart without passport or document from the Authorities of SierraLeone, to pursue my voyage to Bahia, scarcely delivering the Papers of the Brig, with whichshe had sailed trom Bahia, and for this, we protest, and we will certify the protest, against allthese violent and oppressive proceedings at the first Port we may arrive at, and before the PublickAuthorities where we may be, we will deduce the whole that shall be necessary to have all, andwhatever indemnification as regards the Brig and Cargo, losses and damages, and principally forbeing compelled to direct our course to the Port of Bahia, with a lack of provisions, the Cargobeing already ruined; and that at all times it May appear, one of us have made this term or actof Protest, as in right it should be, being signed by all, although I am first and principal Protec+ter, and I, Joze Francisco Carreirao, the Mate, and in charge of the Brig in the absence of theMaster, Manoel Cardozo dos Santos, who remained at Onim, being 6m shore at the time of the’capture and unjust detention, Qn board the Brig «“ Cerqueira,” at anchor in the Port of SierraLeone, 29th April, 1824, (Signed by) _JOZE FRANCISCO CARREIRAO,: And by 20 of the Crew,
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Sixth Enclosure in No. 79. (Translation)

PROTEST of the necessity of putting into Port for the reasons herein declared, made by
Manoel Cardozo dos Santos, Master of the Brazilian Brig ‘ Cerqueira.”
We, the undersigned, Master, Officers, and Crew of the said Brig, swear by the Holy Bible,

that having sailed from the Port of Bahia on the 8th day of November 1823, ona direct voyage
to Molembo on licit traffick, ready and correct, according to her Papers, it happened that we ex-
perienced contrary winds and currents, which obliged us to tack or beat from South to North,
without having been able to fetch the Port of our destination, consequently the provisions which
we had taken for an ordinary voyage began to diminish, and finding ourselves in Latitude North,
3. 59. 28., and Longitude West of Greenwich, 10. 32. 35., we were obliged to put into the
nearest Port, there to replenish the said provisions, not only for our voyage to our destined Port,
but likewise for the support of our crew,.and the slaves on our return voyage, and it being the
unanimous wish, and by the general consent of the Master, Officers, and Crew, so we did it, the
Master protesting immediately to clear his responsibility, and that of the Shippers, against the sea
and wind, and against whomsoever or whatever it ought or,does concern.
On board the said Brig, in the Latitude above mentioned, on the 30th of November 1623.

(Signed by the Master, and by 21 of the Officers and Crew.)

 

Seventh Enclosure in- No. 79. (Translation:)

SCHEDULE of the Documents attached to the Petition of the Claimant in the Case of the
** Cerqueira,’* Manoel Cardozo dos Santos, Master.
Power of Attorney from the Proprietor, constituting Diego Soares da Silva de Bivar, his Attor-

ney or Proctor in this Case. No. 1. The Protest of the Proprietor, proofs of the Capture, and
ratification of the Protest made by the Master, Manoel Cardozo dos Santos, at Onim on the 2d
of February 1824, signed by the Crew, being all required, and done at the Magistracy of the
Custom House at Bahia, the British Vice Consul having been cited to attend. No. 2. Protest and
proof of the Pilot or Mate, Joze Francisco Carreirao, ratifying the Protests that he made, together
with the crew, at Onim and Sierra: Leone.’ No. 3. Process of the Petition of the Proprietor, for
the discharge, inventory, valuc, and sale‘by auction of the goods remaining on board the said Brig
atBahia; done at the Magistracy of the Custom House at Bahia. ° Documents attached to. the
second Petition of the Claimant, presented on the 29th ot January, to the Mixed Commission,
to be added to the former, ‘
No, Tand 2. Writing and Certificate shewing the Claimant to be theProprietor.

Certificate of the Alvara to permit the free Commerce to Molembo,
Certificate of measurement, 3042 or 761 slaves,
Certificate of Crew or Matricula,
Certificate of Custom-House Pass.
Passport,

. Certificate of visit on sailing.
_9, Invoice and Letters of Orders,
10. Bill of Lading..
‘land 18. Account proved and sworn to from Invoice.
19. Certificate of Brazilian Property.

Mixed Commission at Rio de Janeiro, February 17, 1825.

(Signed) BRAZ. MARTINS COSTA PASSOS, Secretary,
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No. 80.

Eis Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Recéiwéed
April 29.) .

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, February 28, 1825.
WE have the honour, herewith, to transmit, for your information, the Copy

of two Notes which we received, on the 5th and 8th instant, from His Ma-
jesty’s Consul General resident here, on the subject of 39 African Negroes
saved ‘from a wreck at Sea, by the British Brig ‘“4ecession,” together with our
replies to the same. a ; a
Although we felt persuaded in our own minds, that this Case did not come

within the limits of the Convention upon which we are acting, yet, as Mr.

Chamberlainhad written to us officially on: the subject, we thought it more
satisfactory,aswe were to meet our Brazilian Colleagues on the next day, on
other business, to submit it to their opinion, which, coinciding with our own,
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we transmitted to Mr. Chamberlain the Minute on the subject, takenbeforethe Board of Commission, a Copy of which we have also the honour of en-closing. We have the honour to be, &e.
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE.

The Right Hon. George Canning, ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM.&e, &e. &c.

 

First Enclosure in No. 80. _  (Translation.)

Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to His Majesty's Commissioners.
GENTLEMEN, Rio de Janeiro, February 5, 1825,T TRANSMIT to you, herewith, a Despatch from Mr. Follett, His Majesty's Vice Consul atBahia, dated the 26th of January last, together with itsEnclosures, * respecting 39 African Neegroes taken off the wreck of a Vessel at Sea, by the English Brig <* Accession,” and by her con-veyed to Bahia, whence they have been sent hither by Mr. Follett, and placed at my disposal,Should you, upon perusal of these Papers, consider the Case therein set forth as one comingunder yourjurisdiction, 1 have to request you will be pleased to acquaint me therewith, takingthe trouble, at the same time, to state the grounds upon which that opinion may be formed, andto return the Papers sent herewith, 1 have the honour to be, &e,

(Signed) HENRY CHAMBERLAIN,Messrs, Hayne and Cunningham, :
* See Class B.—Brazil.

 

Second Enclosure in No. 80.

Elis Majesty’s Commissioners to Mr. Consul-General Chamber
Sin,

lain.

Rio de Janeiro, February &, 1825,WE have to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter, dated the 5th instant,the same day, together with Mr, Follett’s Letter, and its Enclosu:esNegroes taken off the wreck of a Veésel at Sea by the English Brig « accession,” and by herconveyed to Bahia, whence they had been sent hither, by His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Bahia, tobe placed at your disposal; in which you also request, that, should we, upon examination of theDocuments enclosed, conceive the Case to come within our jurisdiction, that we would State thegrounds on which our opinion is founded, and return you the Documents above mentioned,In reply, we beg to inform you, that we availed ourselves of the first Opportunity of bringingthe Case before the Mixed Commission, for whose decision on it we ‘beg to refer you to the en.closed Minute of this day’s meeting, by which you will learn, that it was the unanimous opinionofthe Board of Commission, that the Case in question did not come within theirjurisdiction, it not‘being a Prize Case, We, however, as individuals, feel persuaded that you will do every thing inyour power to mitigate the sufferings of these poor wretches, whose lives have been so providentially spared to them,
We herewith return you the Documents which you sent us,stating the Case to the Cousul at Bahia, which you shallhave,of it.

on the evening of
» Yespecting 39 African

with the exception of the Affidavit
as soon as a Copy has been takenWe have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) HENRY HAYNE.HZ. Chamberlain,Esq,
ALEX. CUNN]NGHAM,

eS

Third Enclosure in No. 80.
Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain to Lis Majesty's Commissioners.
Genriemen,

Rio de Janeiro, February 9, 1825,1AM prevented fram making the necessary representation to this Government, respecting theNegroes saved from the wreck of a Slave-vessel, by the British Brig «« Accession,” tor want ofre I beg you will take the trouble to return ft withouti y accounts, that not a moment should be lost iu layin
the Case before the proper Authorities,

.T have the honourto be, &c.,
Signed) .H. CHAMBERLAI .Messrs, Hayne and Cunningham, (Signed) ™ N
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| Fourth Enclosure in No.80.

Henry Hayne, Esq. to Mr. Consul-General Chamberlain.
Sir, Ris de Janeiro, February 9, 189

TO prevent further delay, I reply to your Note of this morning, addressed to the British Com-missioners, in my own name only; and beg, herewith, to transmit the Document which you re-quired ; which I have only this instant received from Town.
T remain, &e.

H. Chamberlain, Esq. (Signed) H. HAYNE,

 

Fifth Enclosure in No. 80. (Translation.}
Minutes taken at a Meeting of the Mixed Commission at Rio deJaneiro,

on February 8, 1825. ,
AT the Sitting of the 8th of February 1825, the British Commissioners represented that they

had received from the British Consul-General, resident at this Court, a Letter, in which-he informedthem of the arrival from Bahia of 39 Negroes, who had been saved from a wreck by the EnglishBrig ‘¢ Accession ;* and taken there, which Negroes had been sent by the British Vice-Consul, forthe disposal of the Consul-General; and he requested to know whether, on perusal of the Papers,which he enclosed, the Case was within the Jurisdiction of the Commission.
The Commission, on examination of the Papers, were of the following unanimous opinion :That, it not being a Prize Cause, it was not within the jurisdiction of the Commission, as isexpressed in the Additional Convention of 28th of July 1817, to the Treaty of 22d of January 1815,

(Signed). -HAYNE,
SOUZA.,.

 

No. 81.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Recéived
April 29.)

(Extract.) : Rio ae Janeiro, Feb, 28, 1825.
WE have the honour to enclose, for your information, the Copy of theAppointment of Mr. Francisco Joze da Rocha, Merchant, otf this Place, toact, ad interim, as Brazilian Commissioner of Arbitration in the Mixed Com-mission, in place of Signor Joao Pereira de Souza, who is, for the timebeing,doing the duty of Commissary Judge. ;
This Commission was presented by Mr. da Rocha to the Board of Com-mission on the 17th instant, together with the attested proof annexed, of hishaving taken the oath prescribed by the Convention, before the Chancellor;it was deemed sufficient, and he was thereby installed.

(Signed) HENRY HAYNE,
The Right Hon. George Canning, ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM.

&e. &e. Se.

Enclosure in No. 81. {Translation.)

Appointment ofSignor Francisco Joze Rocha, to act, adinterim, as Brazilian
Commissioner of Arbitration in the Mizved Commission at Rio de Janeiro.
JOZE DE CERQUEIRA LIMA, Merchant, of Bahia, through his lawful Attorney, DiegoSoares da Silva Bivar, having represented to the Imperial Presence of His Majesty the Emperor,that a decision being pending in the Mixed Commission of this Court, of the cause of the deten-tion and capture of his Brig, called «* Cerqueira,” made on the Coast of Africa, by His Britannick‘Majesty’s Frigate “* Bann ;” that there might be a difference of opinion between the British andBrazilian Commissary Judges, it would then be necessary to have recourse to the method of Arbi-tration by lots aceoriiug to the form of the Additional Convention of the 28th of July 1817; andthe August Sir, considering that the Brazilian Comm ssivner of Arbitration, Signor Joao Pereira
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de Souza, is exercising, ad interim, the functions of Brazilian Commissary Judge, the CommissaryJudge being actually absent on an important Commission, in the National Service, on thisaccount it is necessary to name a Person to serve, ad interim, as Commissioner of Arbitration, hasbeen pleased, at the sight ofthe ust motives stated, and having been informed of the intelligenceand ability of theMerchant, Francisco Jozé da Rocha, to name him to exereise the duties of Com-missioner of Arbitration, ad hoc, that they might decide the said Cause jointly with the otherCommissioners, in case of a discordancy of opinion. Which is ordered to be communicated to theMixed Commission, for its information, and execution by the Secretary of State for ForeignAffairs.

 

Palace, Feb. 7, 1825, (Signed) LUIZ JOSE DE CARVALHO E MELLO,

No. 82.

Lhs Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Received
May 23.)

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, March 7, 1825.

WE have herewith the honour to transmit the four Documents belonging
to our Despatch of the 28th ult. which, through the negligence of the Inter-
preter, who failed to return them to us, with their Translations, early enough
tobe sent in their place, were unavoidably omitted, and by not having them,
we find we have been led into an error, for which we have to apologize, and
beg to be allowed now to correct. :

Enclosure No. 6, instead ofbeing dated at-Bahia, as stated in ourDespatch,
was made at Sea, on the 30th of November 1823, by the Master, Mate, and
Crew of the “ Cerqueira”, to account for their putting into Onim, when
bound to Molembo.

We have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE.

The Right Hon. George Canning, ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM.
&e. &e. &e.

 

No. 83.

Joseph Planta, Junior, Esq. to His Majestys Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, May 27, 1825.
__IN reference to the question contained in your Despatch of the 1oth ofMarch 1825 : whether the Regulation as to the 75th Section of the Act forconsolidating the Laws on Slave-trade, is to supersede the less formalReturns which you have been in the habit of forwarding Quarterly. I amdirected by Mr. Secretary Canning to acquaint you, that the Regulation willnot supersede anyReturns ¢o this Office, containing other matter than that whichis stated in the Section in question; but will naturally supersede those Returnswhich would otherwise contain the same matter in 4 less formal shape.

I am, &e.
(Signed) JOSEPH PLANTA, Jun.tis Majesty's Commissioners.
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No. 84.

Bir, Sceretary Canning to His Majestys Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, . Foreign Office, June.15, 1825.
I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, six Copies of

Papers, marked A and B, relative to the Slave-trade, which have been pre-
sented to both Houses of Parliament, by His Majesty’s Command, in the

 

course of the present Session. Tam, -&e.
His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

No. 8&5.

Mr. Secretary Canning to His Mojesty’s Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, June 15, 1825.

YOUR several Despatches of this Year, to the 10th of March, have been
duly received.

I have referred, for the consideration of His Majesty’s Advocate General,
the Case of the Brazilian Slave-vessel, the “ Cerqueira,” which was taken by
His Majesty’s Ship “ Bann,” Captain Courtenay, and carried into Sierra
Leone, but not adjudged there, and ‘afterwards brought before you by the
Owners of the “ Cerqueira,” with a claim for damages, on account. of the
illegal detention of their Vessel.
The King’s Advocate reports Ist, that, by the Instructions for Cruizers,

annexed to the Slave-trade Convention, the Commanders are directed to
bring the detained Vessel for judgment, as soon as possible, to that Com-
mission, cither at Sierra Leone, or Rio de Janciro, which shall be nearest,
or which they shall soonest reach, trom the spot where the Slave-ships shall
be detained: 2dly, that the Comnnissioners shali give Sentence, as summarily
as possible, within 20 days from the date on which the detained Vessel shall
be brought into the Port where they reside; and, 3dly, that in one case
alone, that of Vessels carried into Sierra Leone, and adjudged there during
the vacancy, by death, of the Portuguese Commissioner, there shall be a
liberty of appealing to the Commission resident in the Brazils.
The result of these observations is, that the terms of the Convention dis-

tinctly confine the jurisdiction of the Commissions to Cases brought in by
Cruizers to the nearest Commission, and becoming thereby the subject of
legal proceedings in that Commission.

His Majesty’s Advocate-General is, therefore, decidedly of opinion, that
the Commission at Rio de Janeiro has no jurisdiction in the Case of the
“¢ Cerqueira ;” that any proceedings, which may be had there upon it, will be
a nullity; and that there will be no obligation on the British Government, or
on the Captors, under the Convention, to pay obedience to any Sentence, or
Award, so passed.
You will take this opinion as the rule of your conduct.
You will communicate to His Majesty’s Consul General at Rio, the Cor-

respondence of which you are in possessicn, upon this Case; and he will shew
to you an Instruction which I have addressed to him, also, under this day’s
date, upon the subject. Tam, &c.

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING,
Messrs. Hayne and Cunningham.
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No. 86

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—Received
June 28.)

(Extract.) Kio de Janeiro, April 5, 1825.
WE have the honour to enclose, for your information, the Copy and Trans-

lation of a Portaria, received from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, by the
Mixed Commission on the 23d ult. ..

_ The intent of the above-mentioned Portaria, was to put the Commission in
possession of the Emperor’s decision on three points therein mentioned, which
had been submitted to his Government by the British Commissioners in con-
formity to their Instructions from home.

(Signed) HENRY HAYNE. .
The Right Hon. George Canning, ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM.

&e. t. &e

 

Enclosure in No. 86. (Translation.)

Portaria addressed to the Mixed Commission, on the 15th of March 1825.
THE two Officios from the Mixed Commission, dated on the 18th of July of Jast year, and the15th of January of the present year, transmitting, in the first place, a Copy of the Articles Addi-tional to the Convention of 28th Jaly 1817, which had been signed at Lisbon, on the 15th ofMarch 1823, and the execution of which, on the part of the Brazilian Government, was requestedby the British Commissioners; in the second place, transmitting the amount of the expences in-curred by the Mixed Commission from the 7th of January 1623, amounting to 31 //. 400 Reis:and requesting, that the Coffer of the Commission might be furnished with money to pay the ex-pences that had been incurred, and for the supply of its present Contingencies ; and in the thirdplace, informing on the subject of the Accounts, that the Consul-General of His Britannick Ma«Jesty présénted, of the expences incurred by the support of the Negroes of the Schooner «* Emilia,”amounting to £1199 2%, 234. according to the determination expressed in the Portarias, whichwere issued under the two dates .Of the 28th of August, and 4th of ‘Septemher 1821, to theMixed Comniission, by the then Minister and Secretary ot State for Foreign Affairs, Signor PédroAlvarez Diniz ; having been presented to His Imperial Majesty the Emperor, His Imperial Majestywas pleased to determine as follows :—As to the first object, Phat the additional Articles referred toshould be put in execution, since necessity existed to take megsures against the frauds of those in-terested in the illegal traffick in slaves, which by them, (the Additional Articles) are provided against,With regard to the second,—That the Mixed Commission should make,an Estimate of what theitannual Expences might be, in order that they may be supplied by the Publick Treasury : andlastly, with respect to the third, the Consul-General of His Britannick Majesty has, on this day,been written to, after noting the difference that there existed in the said Account, making theexpence and support of each Negro 120 Reis, when, accordingto the information of the Cominis-~‘sid, it never exceeded 86 Reis each, at this Court: ‘That the Brazilian Government was readyto sanction the said determination, taken in the year 1821, it being proper, however, that an Ad-ditional Article to the above-mentioned Convention of the 28th of July 1817, should be previouslysigned, by persons duly authorized from one Government fo the other. Which His Imperial Majestyorders to be communicated tothe Mixed Commission, through the Secretary of State for Foreign At-fairs,tor its infornration and execution ; that it may also be known to them, that the necessary Or-ders have been given to the Minister, and Secretary of State for Finance, and the President of theTreasury, to send ta the Mixed Commission Copies of the authentick Docaments of the Payments‘meadeto its Subaltern Officers, belonging to the three last years, as required by the British Com-.‘missioners, for the information of their Government, as appears by the Protocol, which accom-panied the said Officio of the 15th of January of the present year. / ;

(Signed) LUIZ JOSE DE CARVALHO E MELLO,The Mixed Commission,

 

No. 87.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.Received
July 21,) .

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, May 18, 1825,
_ WE had the honour of transmitting to you in our Despatch of the 28th ofFebruary last, a Report of the Case of the « Cerqueira,” M.C. dos Santos,
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Master, togetherwith all the Documents in our possession, which could throwany light upon it. The Report here referred to, brought the Proceedings ofthe Commission down to the 22d of February, when two Months time wasgranted to produce further proof. This time having expired: on the 29d ofApril, the Claimant petitioned for a further delay of the same time. TheBrazilian Commissary. Judge was of opinion, that the circumstances of thecase did not justify it, and aiter the opinion at first given by us, we of courseconcurred in refusing it,
Owing to some holidays, and the indisposition of the Brazilian Commissar:Judge, the final decision on the Case was uot given till the 17th instant, 24days after the expiration of the delay granted, when no further evidencebeing brought forward, the Commissioners unanimously agreed, that theCase did not come within the jurisdiction of the Mixed Commission; and, asis.customary, the Documents were returned to the Parties, who were referredto the competent Authorities.
We beg leave to enclose, for your information, a Copy and Translation ofthe Minute of the Sitting of the 17th instant, wherein the grounds on whichthe opinions were founded are recorded.

We have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) HENRY HAYNE.

The Right Hon. George Canning, ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM.
Se. &e. &e. Le

 

Enclosure in No. 87.
Minute of the Sitting of the Mixed Commission, May17, 1825.

AT the Sitting of the 17th May 1925, the British Commissary Judge observed, that the twomonths which had been granted to Joze de Cerqueira Lima, te delay the question respecting hle-Brig ‘ Cerqueira’’ had expired, and that a farther term of two months prayed by him havingbeen refused, it became his duty and that of the Mixed Commission, finally to decide the saidquestion. He was of opinion, that the documents produced by the said Cerqueira, after the delaygranted to him for further proof, did not in any way change the face of the case, and consequentlythat he was of the same opinion as when the principal Petition was first presented. :His opinion then was, that the Case of the “ Cerqneira” did not come within the jurisdiction ofthis Commission, and, therefore, that it was not authorized to take cognizance of it. The groundson which he formed his opinion were'the following : :ist. The detained Brig was restored, and the Owners came to petition this Commission forindemnification for losses and damages; whereas the Convention only authorizes the Court teaward indemnification when the act of restitution has been duly and legally adjudged by the Court,2d. The act of restitution was made within the Port of Sierra Leone where there exists aMixed Commission, and it is to be presumed that the Brig ‘ Cerqueira’ was taken there, for thepurpose of adjudication, and if either of the Commissions are competent to take cognizance ofthis Case, it would be natural to refer the question to that established at the Port where the de-tained Brig was taken by the Captor, and not-to this Commission, under the pretext of theCase not having been taken cognizance of by that Commission. .
3d. The pretext assigned, that the Case was not adjudged at Sierra Leone, proves that it is nota case of Appeal. . .
4th. Finaliy, if it can be proved, that the Case be one of unjust detention by the Convention,

the 13th Article of the Regulations, provides the mode of redress; and, if a case of great injus-
tice can be made out against either of the Commissions, the 12th Article of the same Regulationsprovides the means of redress to the injured parties; but neither the one. or the other of the said
Articles constitute this Commission the mediator in the question, and he, the British Commis-
sary Judge, declares, that, under these circumstances, he cannot take cognizance of the Case,
The Brazilian Commissary Judge, ad ingerim, declared, that he agreedwith the reasons al.

leged by the British Commissary Judge, and although he was before of opinion, that the delay.of the Petitioner should be granted, to enable him to present Documents which might throw light
upen the Case, and the better to establish the jurisdiction of the Commission, it was in the hope
that he might produce them ; but now, on a review of all thePapers, and of what has been said
by the British Commissary Judge, be agrees to pronounce the final decision, ‘The Board then
gave the following Decision : . . : .

Jt does not belong to this Commission to take cognizanee of thepresentCase, as it does not
come within its jurisdiction ; refer to the competent Authorities, and let the Documents be given
to the Claimant, taking a receipt for the same. Rio de Janeiro, 17th May, 1825. ,

(Signed). . HAYNE:
SOUZA.

~TheSitting then broke up, and thé. Commissaries recorded, that they had not dedided this
question before, on account of indisposition, Mixed Consnission at Rio de Jaueirg, on the
18th May 1825. apes .

(Signed) BRAZ MARTINS COSTA PASSOS,Secretary.
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No. 88.

Eks Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary nning.— (Received
September 26.)

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, July 1, 1825.
IN conformity with the Instructions contained in your Despatch of the

‘20th November last, and the 75th Clause of the Consolidated Slave-trade
Act, which accompanied it, we have the honour herein to enclose a Return of
the only Case which has come before us since our last Report, inthe form pre-
‘scribed by the above-mentioned Act of Parliament.

We have the honour to be, &r.
a (Signed) HENRY HAYNE,
The hight Hon. George Canning, ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM.

&e. &c. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 88.

Return of the Mixed Commission, Rio de Janeiro, from 1st January to the
1st July 1825,

 

Date of | eereta part of Sentence

 

 

 

    

-Date of| ‘Property . Whether Pro erty conde doh: an Seizor, oo betes whether peity condemned hesSeizure, Seized. Sentence. Forfeiture ur Restitution, been sold aud converted.

Jan. 30,| Brazilian jCapt, Courte-|May 17, 1895] Not admitted asa Case| The Vessel and Property on board,1924 Brigs*Cergque- nay, H.MLS, of Appeal by the Mixed| restored to the Mate, (then in com.In thejira,’witbpart| Bann.” Commission at tio de| martd,) at Sierra Leone, on the 16thPort of lof ber aut- Jaucira. April 1824,
Onim. jward bound

cargo on

board.

SH add. : AT 7 AT(Signed) HENRY HAYNE,
ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM.

 

No. 89.

fits Majesty's Commissioners to. Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received
November 3.) .

Str,
Rio de. Janeiro, August 16, 1825.

WE had the honour to receive, on the 5th instant, your Des |15th of June last, together with six Copies of Papers, marked A mlB tgato the Slave-trade, which had been presented to Parliament, m the course ofthe present Session, for which. we beg to offer our best thanks,And withthe highest respect, we have the honour to be, &c.
; (Signed) HENRY HAYNE,The Rig Fon.Bes eens ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM.&e. Ce &e.
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No. 90.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Recewed
November 3.)

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, August 16, 1825.
WE have the henour to acknowledge the receipt, on the. 5th instant, of

your Despatch, dated on the 15th of June last, announcing to us the receipt
of our several Despatches of this Year, to the 10th of March, and likewise in=
forming us of your having been pleased to refer, for the consideration of His
Majesty’s Advocate General, the Case of the Brazilian Slave-vessel, “ Cer-
yueira,” detained by His Majesty’s Ship “ Bann,” Captain Courtenay, and
taken to Sierra Leone but not adjudged there ; and afterwards brought to us,
by the Owner of the “ Cerqueira,” with a claim for damages on account of the
illegal detention of his Vessel.

That the result of your observations upon the Report of His Majesty’s
Advocate General, were, That the jurisdiction of the Commissions, is dis-
tinctly confined to Cases brought in by Cruizers, to the nearest Commission;
thereby becoming the subject of legal proceedings in that’ Commission.
“That His Majesty’s Advocate General was, therefore, decidedly of opinion,
that the Commission at Rio de Janeiro, has no jurisdiction in the Case of the
“‘Cerqueira ;” that any proceedings which may be had here upon it, will bea
nullity, and that there will be no obligation on the part of the British Govern-
ment, or on the Captors under the Convention, to pay obedience to any Sen-
tence, or Award so passed.” That we are to take this opinion as the rule of
our conduct, and that we are to communicate to His Majesty’s Consul General
at Rio, the Correspondence upon this subject, of which we are in possession,

In reply to the above, we beg to observe, that it is a matter of great satis~
faction to us to find, that the opinion of His Majesty’s Advocate General, on
the €ase of the “Cerqueira,” as well as the Instructions founded thereon,
which you have been pleased ‘to convey to us in your Despatch of the 15th
of June 1825, coincide in every respect with the view which we have from
the first taken of the Case, and in which our Brazilian Colleagues were in-
duced to concur on the 17th May last, when it was unanimously decided that
the Case of the “ Cerqueira” did not come withinthe jurisdiction of the Mixed
Commission here established, of which, Sir, you will have been already
apprized by our Despatch of the 18th of May last. We beg to inform you
that we shall not fail to make the opinion of His Majesty’s Advocate General
the rule of our fature conduct in similar Cases; and in conformity to your
Instructions, we have this day put Mr. Consul General Chamberlain, in pos-
sezsionofall the Correspondence which we have had upon the Case of the
Brazilian Brig “ Cerqueira.”

We have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) HENRY HAYNE.
The Right Hon. George Canning, ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM.

&e. &e. &e.
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No. 9],

iis Majesty’s Commissioners to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esg.—(Received
November 5.)

Sir, Rio de Janeiro, August 26, 1825.

WE have the henour to acknowledge the receipt ofyour Despatch, bearing
date the 27th May 1825, in which, by the directions of Mr. Secretary Can-
ning, you are pleased to acquaint us, in reply to a question put by us in our
DespatchofMarch 10, whether “ the Returns prescribed by the 75th Section
of the Act for consolidating the Slave-laws on Slave-trade, are to supersede
those which we have been in the habit of forwarding quarterly,” that the re-
gulation in question will only supersede those Returns which would otherwise
contain the same matter in a less formal shape. We beg to express our
thanks to you for this information for our guidance, and we shall not fail to
conform to it. We have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) HENRY HAYNE,
Joscph Planta Fun. Esq. ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM.

&e. Se Se
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No. 92.

fits Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received
April 6.) -

Sir, Surinam, January 6, 1825.
HAVING understood that the Court of Policy and Criminal Justice in thisColony had pronounced its Judgment upon the Case of the FrenchSlave- brig“ La Légere,” and the persons who had been imprisoned for being concernedin that affair; we thought it proper to address a Note, of which the enclosedis a Copy, to His Excellency the Governor-General, to request of him an au-thenticated Copy oftheSentence. We also enclose a Copy of His Excellency’sReply thereto, declining to furnish us with a Copy of the Sentence; but,stating that it would be forwarded to the Minister of National Industry andColonies in Holland, from whom the Government of His Britannick Majestymight consequently obtain all the information they required.

We have the honour to be, &c.
The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) C. E. LEFROY.&e. &e. &e. J. H. LANCE,

 

First Enclosure in No. 92.

The British: Commissioners to the Governor-General.

Paramaribo, December 16, 1824,
MR. LEFROY and Mr, Lance present their best respects to His Excellency the Governor-

General, and would feel much obliged if he would favour them with an official Copy of the
Sentence passed upon the French Slave ‘Brig « Légtre,” and upon those persons who have beenconfined on account of. being concerned with her cargo, in order to their communicating the same
to their Government, and thereby completing their information upon the Case, of which (as HisExcellency knows) they are already in possession of all the preceding facts,
His Excellency the Governor-.General.

 

Second £nclosure in No. 92.

Lhe Governor-General to the British Conunissioners.

. Paramaribo, December 18, 1824.

GENERAL DE VEER presents his comptiments to Mr. Lefroy an} Mr. Lance, acknowledging
the reception of their Note of the 16th instant; in answer-to the same, he has the honour to

state, that he finds himself. not qualified to grant to them a Copy of the Sentence passed upon the
Prench Slave-brig “« La Légére’ and the persons therewith concerned; but that theofficial Copies
of the said Sentence, and all other Documents relative thereto, will-be sent by Lim to His Excel.

Jency the Minister of National Industry and Colonics, which Minister cousequently willbe able to
give to the British Government such information and communication as nay be required on the
subject. ;

L, E, Lefroy and J. H. Lance, Esquires.
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No. 93.

Ils Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(ReceivedApril5.)
Sir, — Surinam, January 25, 1825.

WE have the honour to announce to you the death of Mr. J. P. Graafland,
the Arbitrator on the part of His Netherlands Majesty, of the Mixed Court
established in this Colony for the repression of the illicit traffick in slaves,
which event took place on Saturday the 21st instaut, leaving Mr. Lefroy the
only one now surviving of the four original Commissioners appointed in 1819.

We have the honour to be, &c.,

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) C. E. LEFROY.
&e. &e. Se. J..H. LANCE.
 

No. 94, .

Joseph Planta, Jun, Esq. to His Majesty's Commissioners.

_ GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, April 23, 1825.

1 AM directed by Mr. Seeretary Canning, to send to you, for your infor-
mation, the accompanying Copies of the Law of the Netherlands on Slave-
trade, of the 20th of November 1818; of the Decree of The King of the
Netherlands on Slave-trade, of the 23d of December 1824; and of the De-
cree of The King of the Netherlands on Slave-trade, dated March 10, 1825.*

I have, &e.

His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) J. PLANTA, Jun.

* For the Enclosures, see Class B.

 

No. 95.

Eis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received
April 29.)

Sir, Surinam, February 10, 1825.
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, dated

November 20, 1824, together with the Act passed in the last Session of Par-
liament, for amendingand consolidating the Laws relating to the Abolition of
the Slave-trade ; and also the Copies of the Correspondence which had passed
with His Majesty’s Treasury upon the subject of the enactment therein con-
tained, for the transmission of certain Lists and Returns to His Magesty’s
‘Treasury; and we shall take care in our future Official Communications to ob-
serve the Instructions therein contained.

‘We have the honour to be, &c.

 

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) C. E. LEFRGY.,
§e. §e. Se. | J. H. LANCE.

No. 96.

_ HisMajesty's Commissioners te Mr. Secretary Canning.—(ReecivedApril 29.)

* (Extraet.) Surinam, February 12, 1825.
WE have the honour to inform you, that, on the 29th ultimo, a seizure. wes

made, by his Honour the Fiscal, assisted by a detachment of troops, of 215
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newly-imported African Negroes, who had been smuggled into this Colony,
and were privately offered for sale, upon an Estate ealled “4 da bonne heure,”
in the River Commewine, being the same Plantation to which, Mr. Lance had
directed the attention of the Local Authorities in August 1823.

Together with the Negroes, three white people were apprehended, a Mr.
Boulemer, the Supercargo of the Vessel which brought them, and his Surgeon,
both Frenchmen, and a Mr. Dykman, a resident upon, and reputed Owner of,
the Estate. ‘hese three persons have been placed in close confinement, where
they will remain until the next Session of the Court of Policy and Criminal
Justice, wher? it is expected they will be tried. ‘I'he Negroes have all been,
for the present, taken into the service of the Government.

Notwithstanding the precaution which was taken of dividing the troops into
three separate detachments, all closing in from different points, some of the
Negroes contrived to escape into the bush, to the amountofAO, itis supposed,
but measures have been taken for their capture, of which very little doubt is
entertained, and 12 of the runaways have already been broaght in, and placed
with the others.
We feel pleasure in having thus to testify to the conduct of his Honour the |

Fiscal, (by whom the whole of this business was conducted), in enforcing the
Decrees of His Majesty The King of the Netherlands for the abolition of the
Slave-trade.

We have little doubt but that this blow, as sudden as it was unexpected,
and which was planned and executed with the greatest secrecy, judement, and
prudence, will do more towards abolishing that infamous traffick in this Co~
lony, than any thing which has previously becn done by the Local Authorities
alone, in furtherance ef that object.

We have the honour to be, &e.

The Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) C. E. LEFROY.
&e. &e. &e. J. H. LANCE.

 

No. 97.
Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, June 10, 1825.

YOUR Despatches of this Year, to the 12th of February, have been re-
ecived,

His, Majesty’s Government have learnt, with much gratification, the proof
afforded by the Fiscal’s conduct, as related in your Despatch (dated that day),
of the zeal of that Officer in enforcing the Decrees of his Sovereign for the

 

abolition.of the Slave-trade. lam, &e.

His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed): ~=GEORGE- CANNING.

No. 98.

My. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Offiee, June11, 1825.

I HEREWITH send to you, for your information, the Copy of a Note
dated the 3d instant *, whieh has been addressed to me by the Ambassador of
The King of the Netherlands at this Court, notifying the Appointment of
Mr. P. J.C. Brunings to be Judge Arbitrator in the Mixed Commission Court
at Surinam, in the room of Mr. 'T. P. Graafland, deceased.

J am, &c.
Lis Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

* See Class B.
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No. 99.

Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN, Foreign Office, June 15, 1825.

I HEREWITH transmit to you, for your information, six Copies of Pa-
pers, marked A and B, relative to the Slave-trade, which have been presented
to both Houses of Parliament by His Majesty’s Command, in the course of
the present Session. Tam &c.
His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

 

No. 100.

Mr. Secretary Canning to His Majesty's Commissioners.

GENTLEMEN; Foreign Office, June 18, 1825,
IN reference to your Despatch, dated January 6, I transmit to you, for

your information, the accompanying Copy of a Communication, dated the14th instant, which I have received from His Majesty’s Ambassador to theKing of the Netherlands;* together with the Note and its Enclosures,forwarded by His Excellency from M. de Koninck, the NetherlandsMinister,containing Copies of the Judgments given in the Court of Policy and Cri-minal Justice at Surinam, in the Case of the French Slave-trading Vessel,
“ La Légere.” Tam, &e.
His Majesty's Commissioners. (Signed) GEORGE CANNING.

* See Class B.

 

No. 101.

Eis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received
August 8.)

Sir, Surinam, May 25, 1825.
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch, datedthe 28th of February fast, enclosing, for our information, and that of theother Members of our Board, the Copy of a Letter from the Secretary ofthe Admiralty to Mr. Planta, stating, that the instructions referred to inthe Treaty with the Netherlandsfor the prevention of the Slave-trade, hadbeen issued to the Ships *‘ Dartmouth,” “Athol,” © Esk,” * Ringdove,” and“ Greciau” Corvette, with their weight of metal and names of their Com-manders; and withdrawn from the following (viz.) “ Zsis,” “ Qwen Glen-dower,” “« Thetis,” “« Eden,” “ Driver,’ “ Surinam.”

We have the honour to be, &c.
Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) CHRIS. E. LEFROY,&e.  &e — &e. J. H. LANCE,
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No. 102.

fis Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received
August 16.)

Sir, Paramaribo, June 10, 1823.
IN reference to our Despatch, dated February 12, 1825, we have now thehonour to intorm you, that the Court of Policy and Criminal Justice of thisColony, passed Sentence on the 6th instant, upon the white people, who wereapprehended and placed in confinement, when his Honour the Fiscal madethe seizure of Negroes, as mentioned in the Despatch above referred to.The Supercargo of the Slave-vessel, a Mr. Boulemer, and the Surgeon,both Frenchmen, have been sentenced to five year’s imprisonment, and topay a fine of 5000 gilders, Surinam currency. ‘The other person, a Mr.Duikman,aDutchman,and the reputed Owner of the Estate, where the Negroeswere found, was discharged upon paying one-third of the expences, and a fineof 3000 gilders of this currency ; the confinement he has already undergonebeing considered as part of his punishment.
We understand that the cause of the distinction made between his case andthat of the others was, that it appeared, upon enquiry, thathe was not the ac-tual Proprietor of the Estate, nor was he present at or privy to the landing ofthe Negroes, but his crime is said to consist in failing to give informationafter he knew that they were there.

We have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) CHRIS. EDWARD LEFROY.

J. H. LANCE.
The Right Hon. George Canning,

§e. &e. Se.

 

No. 103.

his Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received
August 30.)

Sir, Surinam, June 28, 1825.
WE have the honour te acknowledge the receipt of your Despatch of theAth April, accompanied by a Copy of a Note from the Count de Reede, toHis Majesty's Acting Minister Plenipotentiary at Brussells, describing the newregulations ordained by His Netherlands Majesty, in compliance with the wishurged by His BritannickMajesty’s Ambassador, (to whom Mr. Lance’sDespatchof February 6, 1824, complaining of the inefficiency of those previously inpractice, had been communicated,) in order to dispose the Officers of Et’sNetherlands Majesty’s Marine, furnished with Instructions for the repressionof the Slave-trade, to attend more rigorously to their execution.

We have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) CHRIS. EDWARD LEFROY.

J. H. LANCE,The Right Hon. George Canning,
fe. Be. Ge.
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No. 104.

Lis Mujesty's Commissioners to Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq.—(Received
August 30.).

Sr, Surinam, Sune 28, 1825.

WE beg to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 23d April 1825,
accompanied by Copies of the Law of the Netherlands on Slave-trade, of the
20th November 1818; of the Decree of The King of the Netherlands on
Slave trade, of the 23d December 1824; and of the Decree of The King of
the Netherlands on Slave-trade, dated March 10, 1825 ; which Mr. Secretary
Canning had dirceted you to send us for our information.

We have the honour to be, &e.

 

(Signed) CHRIST. EDWARD LEFROY.
Joseph Planta, Jun. Esq. J. H. LANCE.

&e. &e. &e.

No, 105.

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received
November 3.) ,

Sir, Surinam, August 30, 1825.
IN reference to our Despatch of June 10 1825, we think it right to

inform you that the two French Subjects, who were sentenced by the Court
of Policy and Criminal Justice of this Colony, to pay a fine of 5,000 gilders
each, aud to be imprisoned for 5 years, effected their escape from confinement
on the night of Saturday the 16th ultimo, and have not since been heard of,

His Excellency, the Governor, infortned us that they were both removed,
without his knowledge, by order of his Honour the Fiscal, shortly after the
Sentence was passed, from Fort Zealandia to a place called thePiguetof Jus-
tice, a place certainly of much less security in itself, but the constant occupa-
tion of which, by the greater part of the Colonial Police Officers, makes itdifficult to believe an escape could have been effected without the connivance
of some of them, and we are sorry to add, that we have not heard of any ofthem having been in consequence discharged.
The enclosed is a Proclamation issued on Monday the 18th ultimo byhis Honour the Fiscal, offering a reward of 2,000 gilders for their apprehen-

sion, and giving a deseription of their persons.
We understand that their fines were both paid previous to their escape. .

We have the honour to be, &e.
Signed) - CHRIS, E. LEFROY.

Lhe Right Hon. George Canning, (Signed) J. H. LANCE.
Se. &e. &e.

 

Enclosure in No. 105.

Supplement to the Surinam Courant of Monday, July 18, 1825, (No. 57).

ADVERTISEMENT.
WHEREAS the Prisoners, Michael Bullemer and Pierre Marie le Frapper, in the night inter-vening between the 16th and 17th instant, have, by forcibly breaking out of Jail, fled from thehands of Justice, all persons, and each in particular, are warned against giving the above-men-tioned fugitives any lodging or shelter, or aiding their farther escape in any manner, on pain ofinecurting the punishment prescribed; and moreover, a reward of two thousand gilders is hereby
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promised to any Individual who shall be able to communicate such information of their presentretreat as may lead to their re-apprehension by the Officers of Justice.
Paramaribo, July 17, 1825, The Councillor Fiscal of the Colony of Suriaam,

E, L, VAN HEECKEREN,

Descrirtion:

MICHAEL BOULLEMER.

Stature, 5 feet 5 inches; Face long; Forehead round; Eyes black; Nose and Mouth_ common ; Chin not remarkable; Hair black ; Eyebrows black; Particular Marks—None,

PIERRE MARIE LE FRAPPER,
Stature 5 feet ; Face long;Forehead round ; Eyes blue ; Nose and Mouth common ; Chin notremarkable; Hair black; Eyebrows black 3 Particular Marks, black Whiskers,

 

No. 106,

His Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Secretary Canning.—(Received
November 15.)

(Extract.) Surinam, September 19, 1825.
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your several Despatchesof the 10th, 11th, 15th, and i8th of June of the present year.

; (Signed) CHRIS. E, LEFROY.The Right Hon. George Canning. J. H. LANCE,
C. &e &e
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