
The Oracle, 25 April 1792 

  
It was well observed by Chubb, that there is no absurdity, however gross, but popular 
credulity has a throat wide enough to swallow it. It is a fact that the Public may depend on, 
that Gustavus Vassa, who has publicly asserted that he was kidnapped in Africa, never was 
upon that Continent, but was born and bred in the Danish Island of Santa Cruz, in the West 
Indies [now Saint–Croix in the U.S. Virgin Islands]. Ex hoc uno disce omnes [that one fact 
tells all]. What, we will ask any man if plain understanding, must that cause be, which can 
lean for support on falsehoods as audaciously propagated as they are easily detected? 
 

Modern Patriotism, which wantons so much in sentiment, is really founded rather in 
private interested views, than in a regard for the Public Weal. The conduct of the friends to 
the Abolition is a proof of the justice of this remark. It is a fact, of which, perhaps, the People 
are not apprised, but which it wells becomes them to know, that WILBERFORCE and the 
THORNTONS are concerned in settling the Island of Bulam in Sugar Plantations; of course 
their interests clash with those of the present Planters and hence their clamour against the 
Slave Trade.” 

 
 “Old Cato is as great a Rogue as You.” 
 


