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WE entertain no doubt of the authenticity of this very intelligent African’s story; though it 

is not improbable that some English writer has assisted him in the compilement, or, at least, 
the correction of is book; for it is sufficiently well–written. The Narrative wears an honest 
face; and we have conceived a good opinion of the man, from the artless manner in which he 
has detailed the variety of adventures and vicissitudes which have fallen to his lot. His 
publication appears very seasonable, at a time when the negro–slavery is the subject of public 
investigation; and it seems calculated to increase the odium that has been excited against the 
West–India planters, on account of the cruelties that some are said to have exercised on their 
slaves, many instances of which are here detailed. 

 
      The sable author of this volume appears to be a very sensible man; and he is, surely, 

not the less worthy of credit from being a convert to Christianity. He is a Methodist, and has 
filled many pages towards the end of his work, with accounts of his dreams, visions, and 
divine influences; but all this, supposing him to have been under any delusive influence, only 
serves to convince us that he is guided by principle, and that he is not one of those poor 
converts, who, having undergone the ceremony of baptism, have remained content with that 
portion only of the christian religion; instances of which are said to be almost innumerable in 
America and the West Indies. 

 
GUSTAVUS VASSA appears to possess a very different character; and, therefore, we 

heartily wish success to his publication, which we are glad to see has been encouraged by a 
very respectable subscription. 
 


