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Boko Haram kidnaps 17 youths in north
Cameroon: officials

Live updates tracking the pandemicCoronavi…

AFP • December 5, 2019

Yaoundé (AFP) - Boko Haram militants have kidnapped17
children and youths, some as young as 11, in the north of
Cameroon near the Nigerian frontier, police and local officials
said on Thursday.

Since it began a decade ago, Nigeria's Boko Haram insurgency
has killed more than 27,000 people, displaced some two million,
but has increasingly spilled over into neighbouring Cameroon,
Chad and Niger.

"Boko Haram attacked around 2300 (22:00 GMT) in Mbreche
district, about 30 kilometres (20 miles) from the Nigeria border.
They kidnapped 21 people, but four managed to escape," a local
official said.

A police official confirmed the kidnapping of the 17 young
people, both male and female, who range from ages 11 to 20.

"The army has launched a rescue operation. Among the four
people who got away, one says he recognised the kidnappers as
Mbreche inhabitants who were recruited by Boko Haram," the
official said.

Cameroon forces have been fighting Boko Haram militants in the north (AFP
Photo/ALEXIS HUGUET)
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Since 2014, Cameroon says militant attacks on its territory have
caused "several thousand" deaths. The insurgency has forced
more than 250,000 people to flee their homes as well as trigger
an influx of 60,000 Nigerian refugees.

Boko Haram has since split in two, with the emergence of a
branch that has sworn allegiance to the Islamic State (IS) group,
known as Islamic State Group in West Africa or ISWAP.

The other faction, loyal to the movement's historic leader,
Abubakar Shekau, is known for targeting civilians, including
village attacks and suicide attacks.

The ISWAP, which has about 3,000 men grouped at Lake Chad,
has been building its capacity and mainly targets the army.

Militants often make incursions into Cameroon in search of food
reserves, such as livestock, and to kidnap women and children
for ransom or to be forcibly recruited.

Boko Haram also targets the soldiers of the Cameroonian army.

The country also faces a serious crisis in its English-speaking
areas, the North-West and South-West regions, where for two
years separatists and the army have fought a conflict , killing
more than 3,000 people.
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A group of Florida college students
traveling together on spring break…
Six students at the University of Tampa have tested
positive for the novel coronavirus, the university said in a…
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Man Finds Buried Chain, Pulls It Up
And Jumps Back
When Mike Smith of Pembrokeshire, Wales discovered an
ancient-looking chain with the help of his metal detector,…
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White supremacists discussed using
the coronavirus as a bioweapon
White supremacists discussed plans to weaponize the
coronavirus through “saliva,” a “spray bottle” or “laced…
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Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez calls
Justice Department emergency…
The coronavirus pandemic should not be an excuse for the
suspension of civil rights, Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez…
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A full coronavirus lockdown now
looks 'inevitable' for the UK as the…
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State Department charters flights to
evacuate Americans stranded in…
The U.S. State Department has chartered two flights
Monday to begin evacuating hundreds of Americans who…
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Rand Paul becomes first senator
known to test positive for coronavirus
Rand Paul, R-Ky., on Sunday became the first senator
known to have tested positive for COVID-19. "Senator…
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White House press corps confirms
‘suspected case’ of coronavirus in t…
A member of the White House press corps who has been
in the briefing room several times with President Trump…
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New Studies Show Hair Loss Can Be
Reversed
New research proves that hair loss can be stopped and
even reversed at home. See how from two leading US h…
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World stocks drop again on mounting economic
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